& General Account of Guiding the Party of
the American HANSON Foreizn Invest igation

Cormittee to the Scene of the Explosion.

Dy
Commander, 2nd Infantry Battalion,

Independent Gerrison, SHIWOTO, Masaichi

«8 1 wes told that the Commander-in-Chicf hed already givan ithe

sald party a general explanation and an English trcusl._tion of

wd

on the facts of the maiter, I explained to tiuem, in the ti in up to

the point of the explosicn the locations of the lancd Bridze on the

PEIPING-1JUKDEN Rallway and of LIUTILOKOU ete. R-farrin » to bocks and

posters, I told thex how China was making efforts to foster and stir

up anti-alien ideas ; particularly, I pcinted out that China was 4in-

structing her people that Britain, the United States of america,

France, Germany and Russia were all imperialistic and aggressive

powvers, that as Christianity teaches non-resistance, they first made

tie Vhinese none-resistant and then they invaded China, and that all

education given by foreigners had this same aim. Their Questione and

. LYy ansvers after that were as follows~-

Qe Why did the Japanese forces remove rails at the crossing of t he

FEIPING=IMUKDEN Rail way ?

p

&e¢ DBecause it was necessary for our defence,

Qe What was used for this explosion,

4e &3 1t was done by the enemy, we do not know., There was no residue

Judging fram the result, probably it was not very stronge.
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«» You say that tle explosion took place at 10:30 a. ms « Was this
Lore tue express trei . for DO1REN passed or after %

On such a sudden occurrence, who would leok at his watch

But it is certain that it nappened between 10:00 a., ni. ar

S
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8o M.y, and tke exnre: train pussed this point after the explosion.
Dic the tra’n
of' the explosicn we Zh the train passed
statement cof soldiers

leaning to one side.

Qe ' DS taken by Jaranese troops in

regara to the trains progress %
ke L0y tried to stop the train witi a detonation siznal, but it
passed without stoppring.
e 1 hear that, when the 3rd Compeny was attacked oy the eneryy in a
Kaoliang field, they returned fire. 7 tiuers any damage sustained
by the Japanese at that tise 2
No, there was none.
I tihe Jzranese force had not ursusd the challeagers when 1most
of them ran away into their camp, probably this battle would not
1ave oceurr
1s challenzed, and an action undertaken, it
aac done nothing with them when the cnemy
was certvalin that the Chiness amyy would again have
atvacked us, 4ind furthermore it ics 1rpossible to ascertain whether
thcre are casualties or not during a battle; Moreover, at that

1

tlae, it was pitch derk. (This question was a particularly foolish
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one, but as they were not military men it seemed difficult for
them to this point. Thev pertinaciously repeated. questions on
this point. Fortunstaly. howsver, these foreigrers understood
Japanese 30 I 2vpleiaed *r2 gatier in devail and mede them uniere
stand. )

When did h= J2uanee?

l dc nct knov the *iue. (as i-e< no: eriilate the %ir2 a battle
takes by couculting o= . wate.. v 1w 1e certaln that they
opened fire al%er the hard tightirg of the 3rd Company was re-
ported. Shells had already “een szer f.yiig before the 2rrival
of the main forse of ou~ bHaitalion.

Did the shells hi' the 4a

&8 1t was night fire without proper reparation,they seemed not

to hit the obiect.

das there no danger from this fire to the ottacking Jepanese ‘army?

+#S 1t was dangerous, our battalion requested that fire be suspen-
ded.

Was the artillery fire requested by your battalicn?

Noe It opened fire, ou its owa d=2cisicn. In the Jananese forces
any information is immediately reported to the whole army, aad
sach unit, if' need be, must exert itsclf to win tne batt'e accord-
ing to its own decision. The Zire o1 the mrt of the artllery was
in accordance with th.e.

#hat vere the strengths of both armies?

The Chinese was abcut 10,000 and ovr battalion a lit%le more than

600.




Qe Wt were the casualties of the Chinecse and the Japanese in that

battle?

& On the Chinese side there were probably 400 killed in total ;
for 320 were buried by *+“e Japanese and some were fwund in tl.e
Kaoliang field. On the Japanese side, there were 2 killed and
22 viounded,

Qe Doesn ttthis comparison of these casualties indicate that the
Chinese armyy offered no resistance?

&£, YOur observations con the scene will cleurly show that that battle
was planned by the Chinese side and vhat kind of fire they crossed.,
wnd the great diffcrence in the casualties indicate the efficacy of
the Japanese army : Furthermore, when the Chinese were so foolish
as to fight with electric lizht turned on in a night battle, the
Japanese, approaching the enemy from dark and shelled them, and brok-
into their rooms and fought hand to hand with them; cloSe combat
is the strongest point of the Japanese arny; morcover most of the
Chinese shells flew high.

If this battle had continued into the daytime, our casualties
would liave been greatly increased. This was what I tried hardest
to avert. If another battle snoudd be causcd in the future, we

will exterminate the Chinese unit of 10,000 strength to the last

man and with no casualties on our side. Now are there no more

questions about this incidznt? If there are I shall be glad to

explain ary mumber of them. 4s they said there were no 1.ore

question, we started on our way back about 5:30 p. .
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