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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SV/ORN DEPOSITION
DEPONENT: ISHIWATA, Sotaro

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and

in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby

depose as follows;

I, ISHIWATA, Sotaro, have the following career:
Mey, 1916, Graduated from the English Law Department of the

Imperial University.
May, 1916, Joined the Finance Ministry.
July, 1918, Appointed Chief of a taxation office.

July, 1921, Appointed Secretary of the revenue superintendent
bureau, (first in Osakea and later in Tokyo).

December, 1924, Appointed Secretary of the Finance Ministry,
(attached to the Ttevenue Bureau).

May, 1931, Appointed Chief of the National Taxes Section of the
Revenue Bureau, Finance Ministry.

June, 1934, Concurrently appointed Chief of the Private Secretariat
Section.

December, 1934, Appointed Director of the Revenue Bureau of the
Finance Ministry.

Merch, 1936, Appointed Investigator of the Cabinet.

Febryary, 1937, Appointed Director of the Revenue Bureau of the
Finance Minlstry,

June, 1937, Appointed Vice Minister of IFinence.

January, 1939, Appointed liinister of Finance, (in the HIRANUMA
Cabinet),
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sharply eriticlized controversiel issues, such as the raising of
tariffs on agricultural produects of Manchukuo and the prohibition
of the importation of gpples produced in Menchukuo, and urged the
lnonco Ministry to bring the issues to @& conclusion as it saw rit,
In &«ddition, he stroessed the necessity of relinquishing extra=-
nerritorial rights and the sxecutive powers vested in the railway
orz authorities, At one time he visited the Finance Ministry and
1.31lstod thet, in the event of the relinquishment of these, the
Japunese instelletions bo transferred to Manchukuo &t prices as
cnesp as possible and especislly public facilities be transferred
withiout compensation. Such an attitude es his led some persons
to ceriticize him as laying too much stress on the interests of
Menchukuo at the axpense of those of Japan.

I do not know well the circumstances under which Mr., HOSHIN¢
took part in the Second KONOYE Cabinet., However, lmmediately afte.
the general resignation of the YONAI Cabinet took place, Prince
LLONOYE reng me up, asking for my opinion as to the advisability of
appointing Mr. HOSHINO &s Director of the Cabinet Planning Board.
In reply to it, I said that I considered him to be fit for the post
in vicw of his practicel experionce in thaet line of business.

/s/ ISHIWATA, Sotaro
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CATH

In accordence with my conscience I swear to tall the

whole truth withholding nothing and edding nothing.

/8/ ISHIWATA, Sotaro (seal)




