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SUIMARY OF INTERROGATION OF

MATOR GENERAL EUGENE OTT
Militery Observer in Manchuria, 1933
Military Attache in Jepan, 1934-38
Ambassador to Jepan 1938-Dec., 1942

11 Merch 1SL6

RECOMMENDATICNS s

+ »eserr &
On the basis of the facts ge-naan&}&:} available, it is recommendeds

1, That Generel 0tt not be charged as a cdefendant; and,

e That considerstion be given tc his usce 2s a witness,

SUMMARY OF EVILENCE

This summary covers interrogations to date, and covers about half
the reriod of investigetion.

le Major Generzl 0ttt was not an adherent of the Nazi Poli.ical
philosophye

2. In December 1933 on his return from Japan to Germeny to receive
appointment as Militery Attache he was summcned by Hitler to report on
the condition of the Japanese army and to express his views as to the
possiblity of Japan creating miliiery pressure through Manchuria ageins{

Russia. (Exem. Feb, 18, p. 23)

2, In 1937 Ott conducted peace-feecler negotiations with Chieng
Kai-shek at the request of Lt. Col. Manaki, Vice-Chief of the Genersal
Steff, Negotiations were terminated by Japan when Chiang Kai-shek
questioned Japanese sincerity efter Jpanese capture of Nanking,
(Exam. Feb. 26, p. 20)

L. On being recalled to Berlin in May 1938 for appointment as
Ambassador to XRpan, Hitler wvaguely hinted to Ott the possibility of
war with England and asked whether in event of war with England, Japen
might diminish her tension with Russia and change to a policy of exerting
pressure on Englands

Fe In June 1940 Ott had a conference with Koiso, Kuniake, Minister
of Colonies in the home of Prince Takagswa et Koiso's request. KXoiso
was Chief of the General Staff in Manchuria in 1933, was an advocate

of state-controlled economy in Manchuria and wes Commender-in-chief in

¥rea in 1935. (Exam. Feb. 28, pe. 10-12)
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Swmary of Interrogation of Ott, Eugene, 1l March 1946

B General Ott aémitted reporting to Ribbentrop in substence that he
sdvised Koiso that Germany would not cbject to Japenese going into Indo- B
China if by doing so Japen would tie up Americen forces in the Pacific,
thet Koiso wanted a non-eggression pact with Russia, and that Koiso had
probably represented Shiratori as having the scme views., Ottt denied
having discussed the possibility of attack by Japan on the Pailippines
and Hawaii as set forth in rcugh translation of report of June 24, 1940,

| (exame March 5, pe l=4, 6)

RS

4. Ott received reply from Mr. Knoll of German State Department

| discouraging participation by Japan in the war on the ground that 3
| "essistance of the hervest is not wanted." (Id. pe 6)

7. Upon aprointment of Matsuoka as Foreign Mnister in July 1940,
Ott wee invited to a reception at Matsuoka's home at which time Matsuoka
made vacme and genersl suggestions of German-Japanese cooperation. In
view of the warning received from Mr. Enoll, Ottt did now communicete this
sugrestion to his Foreign Offices Ottt was called to acccunt for the fact
that ne did pot transmit this informetion which apparently had been
comrunicated to Ribbentrop by Kurusu the Jepanese Ambacsador o Germanye

: (Exems Febe 27, Do 5)

| 8, Stahmer, special envoy of Ribbentrop, errived in Jepesn in early
Se ptember 1940 and immedietely eecrel negotietions were conducted by
Stehmer and Ott with Matsuoka for conclusion of the Three Powers Facte
Shiratori end Seito were sdvisors of letsuoks but toock no part in the
confe~ences while O0tt was present. Natsumoto entered the negotietions

F shortly before the conclusion of the treety.

R~ = — —

The preemble to the tresty was writien by Matsuoks and was an
exnression of the Japanese idea of Hakuigiichu which Germany did not
recoznize es & concret policy. (Exam. Mar. 5, De 21) In the éraft
produced by l&tsioks Article 3 contained +he lengnaze "unproveked attack". .
Germany insisted on dropping the word "ynproveked" and lMatsuoke coifered
a counter proposal that @ sseret protocol be made a pzrt of the pect
providing for consultation among the contracting parties on the guestion

T
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of whether an attack had been comitted in a given instance; that Germany
shonld endeavor to bring Russia into the pact; and thaet the MNandated

Islends be ceded to Japan for & consideration later to be agreed uncn.
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The German Foreign Cffice refused o agree to any secret protocol

s Pact was siven,Matsuoka declared that, having

on2l preliminery talk with the Emperor in which

and when notice of ta

.‘
had & chance of a jers




Summary of Interrogation of Ott, Eugene, 11 lMarch 1946

he outlined the generel terms of the pact and the secret part, the
refusal of Germany to agree to the secret rotocol put him in a very

-

emberrassing position, Having informed the Emperor in this way and
having received a certain favorable inclination he, Matsuoka, was in
& bad situation to have his Soveréign informed on a beeis which proved
afterwards to be wronge To save the situation itwas agreed that the
Pact should be concluded without a Secret nrotocol but thet a personal
letter should pe written by 0tt ang Stehmer addressed to Matsuoka in
which the views of Ribbentron would bhe expressed to the effeet that in
case of an atteck there should be g consultation of the parties on the
question of the incident being en attack within the meaning of +the
treaty, that mutual assiestance in the farnishing of raw materials
would be given =nd that Germany's sssurances would be given to do

her best to introduce the Soviet Union into the Three Powers Pact,

Such a letter was in fact delivered in a sealegd envelope to Matsumoto
Director of the Legal Burean,

Ot and Stalmer neither requested nor chtainea avthority to enter
into such a seeret understanding snd the Irovisions of it were nevep
reported o the German Foreign Office, (Exam, March 6y Do 3, L)

G« There was only one occesion after the conelusion of the
Pact when a Japenesc oifficial mede Ny remark indieeting xnowledgpe
of ihe contents of the s2cret leiter. In the shmner of 1941 0tt
was directed to request the Japanece Covernment to warn the United
States that firip: DOO a submzrine st sizht would very probably
lead to = i &N and might concern the Three Powers Pact.
Foreign Minister Toyada, Vice Minister Amanu or Metsumoto made the
remark that automatie obligetion would probebly he conirary {o a
censultation., (Exanm. March 6, 1:..7)

10. Metsuwmoto stateg ciat the Privy Council had been driven
to a very quick study of the Pact by the personel influence of
Admiral Suzuki, Kantaro, Vice President or the Privy Council,

11, Ribbentrop insisted that the trealy be signed in Germany
in order to afford an opportunity for a "big

demonstrative propa-
ganda,"

12. At the conclusion of the Pact Matsuoka requested Stehmer
to obtain authority to institute negotietions iImmediately in Moccow
for the Jurpose oI bringing Russia into the Pact. Stahmer procseded
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Sumary of Interrogation of 0tt, Eugere, 11 March 1940

to Germany throungh Moscow ten days later.

13. In the winter of 1940 and 19/1 there was considerable dis-
cussion of & general neiure amonz irresponsible circles in Japan
about adveancing on Singapore. (Exam. March 5, p. 25; Februery 27,
De 1l r28)

1. Ott characterized Shiratori's views as "military action
and militery cooperation with Germany.! (Exam. February 27, p. 29,
- 0)
-

1. O0Ott ceniecd receiving report dated November 29, 1940 from
Weltzseecker to tlhie German Enbassy in Japan in which Kurusu allegedly
wented & non-sgeression pact with Chine eand Russia as a pre-conaition
for a "Japenesz advance" through areas scuth of China, including
Thailand, which was necessary to achieve the fall of Singepore, yet
the substance of the memorandum was confirmed, according to 0tt, by
the general talk heard in irresponsible Japunese circles curing this
reriod, "except there was nothihg es precise and evact as the purported
report. (Exam. Merch 5, p. 25, 26) The correctnesz of the substance
of the memorandum ic 2lso indicsted by e werning ziven by Weitzsaecxer
to Colonel Kretschmer, the nmew Militery Attaclie to Japen, who arrivead
in Jepan in December 1940, to the effect (hat the idee of & Jedanese
sdvence in the South Pecific wac regretted. (Exeam. Marcin 5, p. 7)

15, Abcut Jamnary 1, 1541 Matsucka susgecsted te Ott that it would
ke very interesting for him to have nersonel contact with Berllin, ss
ihe result of which the Forelign O0ffice in Berlin extended en invitaticn
tc latsnoka to come to Germany.

17. In Janunary 1941 Ctt escigned his Militery Atteche, Colonel
Xretschmer, a former naember of the German Generel Staff in the Poleand
zni French campaigns and a specialist in the motorized advance oOn
Dunltirk, to meke a study of the much discussed gnestion of a Jepenese
s ttacl on Singapore and vrender =n opinion or the probahle =uccese of
such an enterprise. Iafoermeiion for this stud: had been chtzined
through normal channele of inguiry by the Military Attaches throughcut
Jepen, Manciuria and the wer thecters in Chine. The study was made in
secret end without cooperation of the Japanese. Upon cocanletion of the
work in February, the Foreign Office in Berlin wes advised that a
Tapanese atteck against Singapere, considering the elements availcble
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Summery of Interrogation of Ott, Eugene, 11 March 19,6

for the study, would probably be successful. No details of the
study were furnished the General Staff or the Foreign Office by
Ott or his Militery Attaches. In making his report, Ott advised
his Foreign Office ageinst encoureging such an ettack on the
cround it would provoke war with the United States.

The following telegram was received by Ot framﬂRibbéntrOP:
"You may de your best to influence the Tapanese Government for an
attack ageinst Singapore end Hongkong." (Exam. Merch &, p. 9, 14)

18. Ott has adnitted that on the day bvefore Mestsuoka's con-
ference with Ribbentrop in Berlin he, Ott, discussed the question
of atteck on Singapore with Ribbentrop, and that on the conclusion
of negotistions between Matsuoka and Ribbentrop, Hitler gave Ottt
personal instructions te dc what he could on his return to Japan
to cesuse the Japanese to attack Singepore. The details of these
transactions are to be developed by furiher interrogation.
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