OPNAV-16-V-#5S37

RESTRICTED

 ESIPAGA. | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when
. GeNERAL & ®
(a) Unit Reporting V4 =49 V (b) Based on or at_Usw SAN JACTIT (c) Report No. 17
(d) Take off: Date 4 July 1945 Time (LZT)3308(=9)  (Zone): Lat 40=45 B |ong 1431l

Bowd t argets of epportunity
(e) Mission Hushire Town, lokkaide

_ (f) Time of Return 1720 =2} (Zone)

I[I. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
TELiNe e Ay | ATTREING CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
d | - | | 7 planes ©, 1 plane 5 lo noso,
Thiil=3 | VTai9 8 | None e 5% IVAR . e
FEFs(P) | VFaL9 1 | Nome 3 lone —

11l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE

SQUADRON

NUMBER

BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
8 FiU ViEed & Use HANCOCK o
£ Thied |Vie3l & oo FELLCAU WOOD . P
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in |i Only). _ ) B
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
Hone encountered (ZONE) o
(ZONE)
(ZONE)
o g

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any
Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?__*==

(1)

Part of

Time of Day and Brilliance

(j) of Sun or Moon

(YES OR NO)

If so, Describe Clouds _

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE_AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOCN; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a)
TYPE
ENEMY A/C

(b)

DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY:

TYPE A/C

| SQUADRON

PILOT OR GUNNER

GUNS USED

pneountered

(k) Visibility_ -
(MILES)

) DA;&}\GE

WHERE HIT, ANGLE SR

o ———
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

17

REPORT No.

(a) (b) (c) (d) | (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List , EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equip:’rsiengtrm?‘rr) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
| TBle3 [VIie4? |Arworeplercing 12,7 Bullet entered oil cooldr leplacement of center main
2 slug, eneny AJW flav, passed ‘b"‘reug}z  fuel ecll reonired, Also
3 actuaiing arm of bombebdy of bombebay door actuating
4 t;:“e:" through fucl 1line N g I
5 - W] ;f" j;mm, entered| FKepeir to o0il cooler {lap,
6 i ceﬂah“ fuel eell,
7 mj;@.fﬁﬂﬁ‘s", ! 3.*:‘»11 gh hit aruox
% and fell back dinto fuel ] i )
9 cell. ydraulic systemn
10 - B hit also, - P
11
12 ) - B L el )
13 ) - o B - ® )
14 B - " T . N P . ' -
~ VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (¢) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
__fone | 2000 et _— USRS ) T R S S et e .
e i e S s = et = RO e e = SRS e et — . - -
~ VHI. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING ) .
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL - NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
f | 1e0 | 187 L o2 203 87 e (L1065 - nem 8
1| 160 | 167 | 4e2 400 300 e 1,600 | == = 1
i ' | »
______ IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). - — et
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE lNTENbE
HEA\/Y — Tme_fused sheils 75mm and over B * e ) ) - R
_M_EDIUM — |mpact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm B o & . —
LIGH_[_:_M_@_J]I_I’_]E gun bullets, 6 5mm-13.2mm - B - X -

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

.

1 ORE

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

Ol o, @ W)




o OPNAV-J6-223

Form ACA-1 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT {Beciassity when

filled out)
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).
Targets of epportunity

Kus] T _(b) Time Over Target(s) MAS("?) __(Zone)

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

REPORT No_ X7

(a) Targef(s) and Location(s)_

(¢) Clouds Over Target _«8 @&t 4,000, scattered at 1,200 feet,

e

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d) Visibility of Targer_Partially obscured by cloudsysmeke (¢) vishility 10 Miles
hetet : . ‘ . .. ) (MILES)
(f) B Tactics: Type _Shallow roeket glides Bomb Sight Used _ Maxk VIII o
R.eko | (LEVEL:. GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bemdye Dropped per Run _ Ayerﬁil%ﬁ;*-----—--— Spacing lione —— Altitude of Bomb Refease._______::_m‘fl bt
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed Lone __Probably Destroyed - None Damagedﬁ_'_,_Nm}. ___
(1) ) A / CING (1) (m) (n
L DI ion: ® [ souabion | exhQuEs AR Moo | w0 Hitson | pamact (Rore it
1Coal tipple N,E, | Large mine = 2 | D Serious, This was
__of Kushiro town | Instal'n | VTe49 | 6 Rockets VAR | 5 also bowbed,
2 2 Warehouses E, | 120 X 30 | A o | | Burned at least
bank Jushire R each |  VTe49 12 HVAR 1 9 | on®e .
3 Rallroad sheds & & ’ Destroyed one engine
locomotives, Various VIied9 | 12 HWWAR 7 | ;2 sheds damaged and
HAfreight cars (3 points) one engine,
mmper Em " S -- - -I — —— — —— ey 3 V= iy it P v -
4bldg. L0 X 1509 yras9 12 waR 2 | Vot observed,
& Pler,warehouses | 2 Iiereced roof,ex=
e ) 150" X 130"  vy1-49 5 VAR . T ploded,burned
& 2 SD's along 65 feet 1 | unctured bow,
Cegide of wharf | long T VT-49 | 2 IVAR 1 | Slight demage.
& Unidentified | 2 Hesults not
_T.bldgs (4) Various VT=49 & VAR N A observed,

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits ciaimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both as appropriate showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary) .

(2) Exhibits (A) and (B) show smoke from wareh uses near bridge on Kushiro Dawa, Cireled 4n
red,
(4) Exhibit (C) shows fire at paper mill, This was attacked by many planes, but our pilet

got direct hits through roof of one large building, Ne explosion seen , Marked (1)
5; Also illustrated by exhibit (C)(2).

splinter the hull as it passed through without exploding. (3)

(p) Were Photographs Taken?__X@8s Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
O =k el wfl el

ALLSEY — MFD. 9Y THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

Exhibit (C) shows only the tip of the Sugar Dogs along the wharf, The pilot saw his HVAR
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» OPNAV @l 6-V-3537
Form ACA-1
Sheet 4 of 5

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

REPORT No_ X¥

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment treely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
a ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
3 “ . Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direc:.on
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

In its first day of carrier operations off Heokkaido, this Scuadron had
a very thorough indoctrination in the effect of North Japanese weather upon
planned aerial operaiions, After being foreed by 0/0 weather in the mern=-

ing to turn back from a strike on its primary target of Obihiro airfield,
eight crews were catapulted in the early afternocon of 14 July, to make
another attempt, Weather conditions were still so questionable that & numbe:
of target changes were made at the last minute, and the planes left the San

Jacts f£light deck carrying the six HVAR rockets, no bombs, directed to hit
small craft which had been reported in a sheltered bay west of Numuro tewn.

/

A change to a strike of opportunity at Kushiro tewn instead, directed
by he strike leader from another carrier, left eight attackling Avengers
with considerably less striking power than they could have used, Neo specific
areas were assigned and no merchant shipping commensurate with the harber
facilities to be found., As a result of this fact, and because of Vi-4{9's
leadings, the planes split up to the north and west of the town and picked
their own targets, which both pilots and gunners proceeded to rocket and
strafe liberally., Lt. Peters and Lt(jg) Richards made runs in the dock area
which resulted in damage and fire to a warshouse and to a Sugar Dog at the
dock, as well as strafing the other few small craft in the anchorage. Lt.
Livingston concentrated on railroad installations, which also had the
attention of Lt(jg) Ferbert, and Hester, who also got a clean hit on & large
building of the Oji Paper 1ill, later destroyed by fire in other attacka by
bombing., The latter two, with Ensigns Schaub and Milburn, else put at leas®
five rockets into twin warehouses on the Kushiro Gawa, near a concrete

bridge joining the two main sections of town, starting a fire which may have
destroyed both, '

Lt(jg) Bartlett hil storage sheds in the southeast part of town and an
unidentified building near the ¥ushiro Gawa, and three pilots successfully
hit a coal tipple along the railroad leading north and west to Nemuro.

Several pilots reported thin machine gun or firearms fire--pesaibly
from the Sugar Degs in the harbor, Otherwise no A/A was observed, and re=-
turning crewe expressed regrets at the inadequate leade they had carried,
while other planes poured half tonnert's into the highly inflammable mill
and barrecks area. The rocket's effectiveness upon the fastedisappearing
Hokkaido locomotive was amply demonstraied when one was destroyed on & slde

ing.

Several of the rocket rums resulted in penetration of building walls
or roofs with no apparcnt explosions, and it was thought that a number of
duds had been carried. The relatively smsll number of fires resulting from
direct hits on inflemmeble targets may have borne this out. |

The flight was accompanied by ILt(jg) Wright of VI'=/9, covering the
strike well as cloud cover permitted, He was limited to obliques, whieh
covered most of the major damage done in the strike of plsnes from four
of this Task Group's carriers, Verticals made the following morning ghowed
large burned out areas and some fires still burning., The squadron's planes
stayed over the Kushirc area for ome hour:

The flight retwrned safely after more than four hours in the alr,
without having sighted an airborne enemy plane, -
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Fosm ACA]. AIRCRAFT ACTION REFORT (Reclassify when

Sheet 5 of 5 filled out)
Y

‘ .

REPORT No_l'! o
X1 MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT et Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights - :

I\urretsw : The wisdom of carrying extra hydraulie fluid for an emergeney
Bt Tornedoss was borne out when Lt(jg) Richards' plane devcloped an hydraulie leak
Bomb Sights on the return leg. He was unable to lock his landing gear until his

coj;:i:\c;ﬁ;e"s erewmen produced a gallon container regularly carried in the plane as a

Sl " aciar regult of the plane captain® forehandedness. Half of the can was
Homing Devices suffieient to forestall a pessible ditching.

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers I

RECOGNITION |
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing |

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes |
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Ra’fu}”‘.i}. First Aid 1

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses

riftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots |
Charts |

Field Lighting |

INSTRUMENTS
Fiiqht
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control Svstem |
Dive Flaps |
Landing - Gear
Heating System

Flight Characteristic

S
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Enqgines

E.I!r-\ICJ:lllr-.‘tlf::ﬁII /E\ """'IE;‘:}!HE-JA?
Propellers

[ lr'_""l'?‘i'\ '[: ctar
_UDI ._c_-,,MC] -_'}D-euﬂ
STarrers

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
ALI.’(H!-]F'\“ ,Di{ﬁ_:'j}

Lights
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES
Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:
Charles N. Fuller,Li(jg) 0 Carl H. Peters, Lieut SHR,Comdg., 16 July 1945.
SIGNATURE AN

: S 3 | AND DUTY ,
AND DU SIGNATURE . ANK AN DLT\H c RJJ DATE
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