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HEADQUARTERS
U.oe STRATEGIC EOMBING SURVEY
(PACLFIC)
C/0 POSIMaSTER, SAN rfR~.NCISCO
I8TZREOGATION NO.  (US3ES 295) Place: Tokyo
NaV NO, 66 Date: 7 November 1945

Division of Origin: DNaval Analysis Division.
Subject: MIDVAY-ZA57ERN SOLOMONS-PHILIPPINES (Miscellaneous Notes)

Fersonnel interrogated and background of each:
Ceptezin [5UDwn, Hdirocaki, IJN. Captain I5UDA was the Chief
Nevigetor of the HYUGA from Sevtember 1941 to Februcry 1943.
. He wes also Cchief iavigator on the Y:ilie.rO from Februcry 1943

to Tebruery 1945. He is now attached to the Hydrographic
Ui tliece 1n TURLD,

Ceptain INOUYZ, Isamu, IJN. Capteln INOUYZE ves a mem er of

the Training Department of Air Headquerters from November

1939 *+o November 1941. He was flizht Cemmanding Of ficer a-
bo.rd the GHITOSE from November 1941 to September 19425 from
Septembher 1942 to ilarch 1944 Captain INOUYE was Staff Officer
5T the YOROSUKA, Naval Bese, he was also Commanding Officer

of YORXOSUKA 4ir Group. He 2lso served es Staeff Officer of the
10th end 15th Air Group at Ka>5UMINGURa, from May 1945 up to
the present time.

Commander SHIBATa, Otokichi, IJN. Commander 5.1BATA was Staff
Of ficer o7 t'ie South Vest Arca Fleet from August 1942 *o June
1943, He was atteched *o the Nevy Department from September .
1943 *> July 1944;: he vas Staeff Officer of the 8th Tscort Convoy
1n MOJI Trom nuzust 1944 to September 1944. Commander SHIbBALlA
is a .3taff @fficer of the Hezdquarters of Shipping.,

Lieuntenent Commander NISHIKAWA, IJN, Gunnery Afficer on MOGAMI
(C4) st MIDWAY.

Where interviewed: Room 523, MHLJI Building.
Interrogestor: {aptein C., Shands, UBSN.
Interpreter: Lt. (jg) R.P. Brown, USNR,
Allied Officers Present: None
SUMMARY
This interrogation consists of miscellaneous aotes pertain-

ing to the Battle of MIDWAY, Eastern oSOLQMONS5 and the PHILIPPINES.
Its purpose 1s to sunplement mther interrogatlons on tnese battles.
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Transcript of Interrogation (Captain TSUDA, Captain INOIjYE-9 Commander
SHIBATA and Lieutenant Commander.)

TRANSCRIPT
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Captain TSUDA, Hiroaki, IJN

Q. What ships were in your formation?

A, We were a supporting group for the KISA-ADAK force, We broke off
from the main body about 1 June and took up a position in the
vicinity of 40 to 44N, 171E where we were to intercept any Amer-
ican forces passing through that vicinity to attack elither the
KISKA or MIDWAY forces. Our forces included:
°nd (battleship) Squadron-ISE, HYUGA, YAMsSHIKO. Vice Admiral
LOKAEU., B
9th (cruiser) Squadron-KITAGAMI, OL, |

; 3rd (destroyer) Squadron-SENDal and 12 DDs.
(CVL) ZUIHO arnd 1 DD,
No. 2 Supply Group: SACREMENTO-MAKU
TORA-MARU
1 DD

Q. Were you ever attacked by aircraft?

A, No. We received a sicnal on 5 June (zone-9) to go south to MIDWAY
to reinforce the carriers with the main body. We expected esttack
at that time but none was received. After Joining the mein body
we returned to JAPAN instecd of continuing to MIDWAY,

Q. What effect did the Battle of MIDWAY heve upon your future plans?

A, The Battle of MIDWAY was the beginning-éf the Japesnese fallure 1in
the war. I do notv mean that this was the decisive battle of the
war, but the loss of our carriers and some of our best pilots and
of ficers affected us throughsout the war., 1t called for the re-
organizeation of the carrier divisions and the Navel air force 1n
general., Due to the loss of ships we were unable to meet the
Americ=ns in force in the SOLOMONS, A big problem wes the replen-
isment of planes and pilots. Qur treaning orgenizetion wss unable
to keep up with the losses.

Q. Were you on boerd the YAMATO (BB) when it was sunk?
#e No, I had left 1T a month belfore.,

Q. Did the damage received from eir attack on 24 October 1944 effect
the navigation or fighting 2bility or the YaMATO?

A, No, it ccused only about one-half knot loss 1n speed. No demage
was done to the turret, One hit was on the port side of the bow,
the other emidships on” the bow., |

Qe During the battle east of SAMAR on 25 October, did it receive any
hits?
A, One or two 1l5cm shell hits in the stern from crulsers. No effect
on the ability of the ship. There were no nits on any ship dur-
; ing the hettle by desiroyer torpedoes,

Q. What caused the damage to the CHOKAI and CHIKUMA?

A, Aircreft ztteck. On the 26th, YAMATO received two more hits from
dive bombers =nd also minor dcmege from the B-24 2ttock. The
bombs from the B=24s did not hit but some landed very near to the
bridge on the sterboard side. The fragments did = little demage
to the bridge, killed about 12 men cnd wounded about 60, includ-
ing Admircl KOYaANAGI., The bombs that landed on the port side
were a little ferther away so caused no damcge,

Qe What wos your estimete of the speed of the United States carriers?
A, When they were sighted after we czme through SAN BERNARDINO STRAILT
we thought that they were meking about 20 knots.
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Later on they increased to 30 knots. Lnother group was estimeted
at 20 knots as they pulled away. |

Qs What action did the Japanese force teke after breaking off the
hottle =t 0930 until 13007

Ly From 0930 until 1300 we pursued the carriers into the gmple screen
in an ettempt to continue the attack, but by 1300 hrd lost contact
Since we were low on fuel we turned north in the hopeg of finding
the other group.

Q, Did the.lack of fuel effect your decision to enter LEYTE Gulf?

ii, The chicf rezson for not entering the Gulf was the delzy resulting
both from hesvy air attacks on the d&ay before and from the engrge=~
ment with vour carrier force. The lack of fuel was incidentsl.
The principel reason was the deley.,

Captcin INOUYE, lsamu, IJN

Q. Whet wes the mission of the CHITOSE at MIDWAY?

e We were part of the 1lth Flying Squadron which wes going to set up
a secrplane base =2t KURW Island or BaSTERN Islend. The KaMIKalWA
MALRU rnd the tenker NICHIZI MaRU were also with us. We were sta=-
tioned cbout 6,000 meters astern of the moin transport group. We
were with the convoy when it left SAIP&N,

Q, Were you atteccked during the MIDWAY Battle?

L. No, The mein body »f transports shead of us werc attacked oncec by
horizontecl-bombers during the dzy of 3 June (zone-12) and again by
torpedo planes during the night of 3-4 June., The only damege re-
norted was during the night -ttack., We approached to withini-cbout
400 miles of MIDWAY then reversed course, jolning the main body
lzter,

Q. Was the CHITOSE present in any othoer battle?

i. While I wes on it, it was present in the Battle of the EsSTERN
SOLOMONS, 23-25 august 1942, We were attacked by two dive bombcrs
just before sunset the 24th, I think, There were tWO naor misses,
one on the port side astern and one off the starboard bow, The
freg ment. hit the ship but there were no casualtics or damage.

The two destroyers with us were not attacked.,

Commandcer SHIBALTA IJN

Qe What was vour miscinn at MIDWAY?

L. CruDiv 7 was en indirect escort for the transports in a positioa
~n the flenk during the first few days out of GUsM. Later took
up a position between 75 to 100 miles aheed of the trensports dur-
ing the approach to MIDWAX. In the trensport group there were -
bout 15-16 veszels, Six or eight were spccial navy transports,
other Army and supply vessels, The CHITOSE (CVS) wag also with
this group.

Q. Were you ever attacked during your approach?

L., CruDiv 7 was not attacked until the retirement., We recelved 2
messcge thet the transports had been attocked, 3 June, I do not
know the circumstancese.

Q. What were your orders following the aircraft carrier battlc an
4 June?

A, We were proceeding toO MIDWAY to attack. During the night sube
marine @ontact wes received, We turned away put the MOGsMI
collided with the MIKUM:ie The bow of the MOGaMI was badly damaged,
The collison occurgedat about 28N, 179W,
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Re When did you receive —~our first sir attack?

A, The KUMANO =nd 5SUZBYRvrere never attacked. We werc a few miles
cheed of the MOGAMI znd MIKUMA which wepre attecked in tne eerly
morning of 5 June by both horizontel=and dive-bombers, The ships
were not hit by bombs et thet time. One plane which weas nit just
astern of the uISUMA dove into the deck striking the rezr turret.

Re Did thet plene sink the MIKUMAY

NEg, 1T gtrrted Tirss 2 redueced 10s spred £ Little,. LG wag lgter
sunk bv other dive- bombers. Since the MLAUba end MOgAul could
ORLY meke ch~ut 19 knots, the RULANO snd BTZUYA increcsed speed
£t~z h ut 26 knots and I,Joined the mein body.

s

Re et was yvour position in relstion to the MOGAMI znd MISUMA when
the JIXUMA senk?

A, YWe were about 50 miles cheed The #0GANI znd MIKUMA wers attecked
tWﬁ or tareb Times prr dlve-homhers. No torpedo plsnes oOr norils
ZOﬂtul—mebchEtthKud thet dey. Both crulsers snd the two destroy-
ers were 21lso hit., The MQGAMI vias hit four or five times by bombs.
I think thet the MIKUMA vwes hit about ten times in gll. One de-
gtrovery wes hit 1n the gtern €srly 1a Lhe Betile, NOT mMuea demege
gReene 1r3m Tires: 'Log o ther destroye: wes slso nit in the stern,
e received & message szying thet gbut helf of the surrivors from
the HIXUMg waerse killed _1+n the sceosnd destroyer wes hit.

V. +here did wou go efter the il Uk:. wes sunk?

A. We continued northwest joininag the mrin body about 0600, 7 June
(zone=9). We retired t7 the ” gt then Crubiv 4 (“LnGO CHOKALI)
end CrubDiv 7, (LUksNO, ZUst Yh)'brdke off from the meain body end
went south. <Lhet wes #Anour USC0, 7/ June (zone=9)., Ve rendezous-
ed with the MOGaMI and tvo dLStPWYL 's at 060C, 8 June. Wwc wont
direct to TRUK., Loter the HMOGaMI returned to JhPhN

Q. During thc pcrind of retircment were you attecked by eircraft?
Lhe No we were never sttceked, a2lthough we worried chout 1t while we
were refuclil fl= %

Licutenint Commender NISHIKAWA, IJN

Qe Give & description >f the JMOGAMI-MIAUtia c¢ollision end the demege
receli~ed br the MOGAaWMI £t wWLDWAY .
A. Cruiser Division 7 (Cx), composed of JUiluNO, SUSUYn, .il&Uus cnd
pOGHEL, Reer Admircl SURII&, OTC, were an indircet eseort ror the
tre nspovts of the GCCuD”tan Force. The night following the cor-
rier bettle the heavy cruiscrs were proceeding towards LLIDWAY to
carry out atteck. 4 submerine contect was reported on our star=-
bosrd bow. &an emsrgency turn left was executed by ¢l1l ships but
the 10Galll, Itcallldedwith the port quarter of tac HIfUllae The bew
of the MOGAMI wes bedly demeged, principelly cbove the water line
The MINUMAa only suffercd minor d:m:g& crbove the weter line. &t
0300, 5 June 9. (zone-9) we were ordered to retire. about two
hours leter ve were satteecked by both horizontil-bombers snd = Tew
dive=bombers. No bomb‘'hits were mcde by elither etteck but one
plene dove into the dec't of the wliUla inflicting somec demcge.

Due to the demege to the :l0Gail znd HIKUP*, the other two
cruisers increcsed speed z2nd turned to the northwest to join the
main body. The MIKLUMA =nd MOGalI retired to the west. The next
dey e were sttecked by cbhbout 40 SBDs. The #OGaill rceceived 4
bomb hits killing sbout 100 men, but 1t wes &ble 1O nr v1g€te end
lecter jolned the remcinder of the division, The Lil.Uka weos sunk,
No horizontcl-bombing attoceks were received execept tac first day
attack.
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