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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN the former Volume we have feen the People of Athens,

guided by the Counfels and animated by the Eloquence

of their great Orator, almoft alone fupporting the Liberties

of Greece. We fhall hereafter fee them involved in the com-

mon Slavery, yet diftinguifhed by their Conqueror with pe-

culiar Marks of his Clemency. Both Philip and his Succeflbr

permitted them to enjoy their Laws and Conftitution ; their

Senate and Aflemblies. Yet their Povi^er is no longer exerted

in the Deftination of Fleets and Armies, but in punifhing their

own unhappy Citizens. Their Aflemblies are no longer em-

ployed in fuccouring their Allies, or fupporting their own, and

the univerlal Liberties of Greece, but in hearing their Orators

accufe each other, v/ith a Malignity, that offers Violence and

Outrage to the common Sentiments of Humanity. In certain

Confequence, the People are divided into Fadions, and the

public Spirit, that might pofTibly have made fome powerful

and effed:ual Effort againft the common Oppreflbr, is diflipated

and wafled in unavailing and pernicious Contefts.

We are not able to determine upon the Succefs of the firfl

Profecution. -ffifchines was probably acquitted, but with

what Degree of Infamy or Honour is uncertain. In the fe-

cond he was condemned, and although the Fine impofed upon

him
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ADVERTISEMENT.
him by the Laws was inconfiderable, and which he could

eafily have paid, yet he chofe perpetual Banifhment, rather

than live in Athens under the Charader of a Traitor and In^

former. He retired to Rhodes, where he purchafed a little

Eftate, and taught Rhetoric for his Subfiftcnce. Thefe Cir-

ciimftances appear in Favour of his Innocence ; for we can

hardly fuppofe, that a Man, who muft have been largely re-

warded by Philip for betraying his Country, aad who was at

that Moment a Penfioner of Alexander, could have been re-

duced to fuch Neceflity. But the Athenian People were better

Judges of Eloquence by their Paffions, than of Reaibn and

Juftice by their Underftanding. The Caufe was really that of

Eloquence itfelf ; and in fuch a Caufe Demofthenes muft un-

doubtedly have been fuccefsful. Thus did the Republic lofe

by this unhappy Conteft a Citizen of eminent Abilities, and

Eloquence inferior only to that of Demofthenes.

It now remains to make pubKc Acknowledgement of the

Afliftance I have received in the following Work. The firft

Oration is tranflated into Italian ; the fecond into Latin only ;

the two laft into French and Italian. All thefe I have ufed

without Referve, and, I hope, not without Advantage. Per-

haps, in the common Forms among V/riters, this general Ac-

knowledgement may be fufficient. But it were difingenuous

and ungrateful not to mention a late Edition of our Author

by Dodtor Taylor, in a more particular Manner. This very

valuable
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valuable Work cannot want my Teftimony to its Merit. Let

me however be permitted to fay, that whatever Thanks are

due to the Diligence and Accuracy of collating Manufcripts

and Editions, or of fearching through all the Writers of An-

tiquity for PafTages, that might afcertain the original Text,

are undoubtedly due to this Gentleman. A great Number of

conjedural Emendations will certainly do honour to his critical

Sagacity ; but his peculiar Merit confifts in his Knowledge

of the Athenian Courts of Judicature ; their Laws and Ufages,

and Terms employed in their Pleadings ; a Kind of Erudition,

that was greatly wanted, and abfolutely neceilary to explain a

thoufand Difficulties in thefe Orations.

How much I am indebted to this Writer will appear in every

Page, and almoft in every Sentence of the following Tranfla-

tion. Yet, it may be objedled, I have fometimes differed from

him in Opinion. Never without Unwillingnefs and Appre-

henfion ; certainly never in a Prefumption of that Equality or

Superiority, which Difference in Opinion generally fuppofes.

I HAVE now finiflied a difficult and a laborious Tafk.

Whatever may be the Merit or Succefs of this Tranflation, I

can truly fay I have endeavoured to deferve the public Appro-

bation ; to be juft to my Subfcribers, and grateful to the Gen-

tleman, who has honoured it with his Patronage.

CO N-
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ORATION XV.

Upon an Indiament againft ^ S C H IN E S for

. Mifcondudl: in his EmbraTy.

WHAT violent Contefts, O Men of Athens, what In-

trigues have appeared during this Trial, I prefumc

you are almoft univerfally fenfible, lince you have

undoubtedly obferved fome certain Perfons, vi^hen the Lots were

drawing at the late Eledion, and You were appointed out-

Judges, importunate and prelling upon you with their Soli-

citations. But I fhall implore, what ought in Equity to be

granted even to them, who do not implore it, that neither

perfonal Friendfliip, nor the Interefl: of any particular Perfon,

may have a greater Influence over you, than your Regard for

Juftice,

The Title of this Oration hath never Juftice, Ju IndiBment upon the Law of
been accurately exprefTed in the Original. Embajfies ; or, as we might exprefs it,

Cicero renders it Orat'w falfe legat'tonis An Jifion upon the Statute. Unable to

contra .Efchinejn ; and other Latin Writ- convey thefe Ideas to his Readers by any

ers, Oratio ie male obita, vmie gejh, ExpreiT:on in our Courts, the Tranflator

and cmentita legatione, from whence the hatli chofen a fimpler, and, he hopes,

Italian, Oratione della falfa anibafcieria. a more intelligible I icie for the Oration.
'

None of thefe Translations pay any At- The Reader may find a fhort Account

tendon to the part'cular Meaning of of this Embaffy, Page i/Sof thefirft

Ud'puTr^tirQilx, which lignifies, m the VolunjC.

L;nguage of the Athenian Courts of

B 2



4 ORATIONSOF
Juftice, and the Reverence due to that Oath, which each of

you folemnly fwore when lie entered into this Aflembly. Be

convinced, that fuch Conduct will be to you mofl advanta-

geous, and to the whole Republic ; but that the SuppHcations

and Earneftnefs of the declared Advocates in this Caufe are in-

tended for fome private Advantages, for Prevention of which

the Laws have this Day convened You, not to confirm them

as Privileges to the iinjuft.

Our other Citizens, who enter with an upright Intention

into the Service of the Public, although they have already

made Report of their Adminiftration, are always willing, and

even offer themfelves to any fecond Inquiry. In dired Op-

pofition to their Condud is that of i^fchines ; for before he

appeared upon his Trial, and palled the Accounts of his Em-

baffy, he rendered one of the Perfons, who defigned to pro-

fecute him, incapable of giving a legal Evidence againfl: him
j (i)

others he deterred with Menaces, taking his Progrefs through

the City for that Purpofe, and introducing, into your Govern-

ment

(i) Timafchus, whom our Orator here He was condemned under the Statute of

aneans, and whom he frequently mentions Infamy, a Law-Term not unHke that

in this Oration, was a Man of Abilities, of Outlawry, by which he was deprived

and Intereft in the Republic. He had of all the Privileges of an Athenian Ci-

dctermincd to profecute TEfchines upon tizen, and rendered incapable of giving

this Otcaru)n, but ^Ichines prevented his Teftimony, or pleading in a Courc
him with an Accuiation upon the Licen- of Judicature,

tioulhels and Impurity of his Manners.

I



DEMOSTHENES. 5

ment a Cuftom in itfelf of all others mofl iniquitous, and to

You pernicious. For if whoever hath executed any pubHc

Employment, or engaged in the Adminiftration, can prevent

his being profecuted, by rendering himfelf terrible to his Ac-

cufers, or by any other unjuftifiable Method, you will aflur-

edly be deprived of all Authority.

That I (hall be able to convid this Man of having com-

mitted many atrocious Crimes, and merited the fevereft Pu-

nifhment, I am affured, and abfolutely confident. Yet al-

though I fpeak under this Perfuafion, I will declare, without

Concealment or Difguife, what I greatly dread. All the Trials

at prefent brought before you appear to me to depend not lefs,

O Men of Athens, upon Circumftances of Time, than upon

the Certainty of Fadls j and as a confiderable Length of Time

hath intervened fince this Embafly, I fear it hath created in

you a certain Forgetful nefs of your Wrongs, and even an Ha-

bitude of fuffering them. However, I will inform you, how

you may better underftand the Juftice of the Caufe, and pro-

nounce an equitable Sentence upon it ; if you, who are ap-

pointed our Judges, will confider and determine among your-

felves, what Account it may be of Advantage to the Repub-

lic to demand from an Ambaflador ; firft, what Reports he

made of his Embally, when he returned 3 fecondly, \^'hat

Meafures he recommended ; thirdly, what Inflirudions you

gave him J then recoiled: the Circumftances of the Timesj^

and
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and afterwards Inquire, whether in all thefe Inftances he hath

preferved his Integrity iincorrupted. Wherefore thefe Inqui-

ries ? Becaufe from his Anfwers it is in your Power to deter-

mine concerning particular Conjundures ; for if thofe Anfwers

are true, You will pronounce the proper Sentence ; if falfe, the

contrary. But you generally efteem the Counfels of your

Ambafladors more worthy, than any other, of your Confi-

dence ; You hear and depend upon them, as perfe<ftly know-

ing in the Affairs, for which they were fcnt. Nothing there-

fore is more unworthy the Chara<5ler of an Ambaffador, than

to be convidled of having given you futile and pernicious Coun-

fel. Thofe Inftrudions, which you yourfelves gave iEfchines,

both for his Words and Adlions ; which you exprefsly decreed

he fhould obey, it was moft fitting he fhould have executed.

This you will allow. But wherefore an Account of any par-

ticular Time ? Becaufe, O Men of Athens, it often happens,

that in Affairs of greateft Moment, fome favourable Occafion

of ading is included in a very fmall Space ot Time, and

whoever voluntarily yields, or betrays it to his Enemy, fliall

never, with all his befl: F>ndeavours, be able to recover it again.

But did he yield for nothing, or was he corrupted to betray ?

Receiving an))- Emolument for fupporting Meafures injurious

to the Republic, I am confcious, you will all pronounce an

atrocious Crime, and worthy of your fevercil: Indignation. Our

f-cgifiator hath not perfectly defined this Crime, but hath

^mply forbidden any Man to receive Prcfents ; convinced, as

I ima-
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I imagine, that whoever hath once received a bribe ; whoever

hath been once corrupted, will never be a iafe and upright

Judge, where the Interefts of the Republic arc concerned.

If I can therefore manifeftly demonftrate, that j^^fchines

hath not uttered one iingle Truth in the Reports of his Em-

bafly; that he hindered the People from being informed by

me of the real State of their Affairs ; that he hath ever advifed

You in dire<fl; Oppofition to your Interefts ; that he hath not

executed thofe Inftrudlions, with which he was charged in his

Embafly ; that he idly wafted the Time, in which many fa-

vourable Conjundlures, and thofe in Affairs of utmoft Impor-

tance, were treacheroufly loft to the Republic ; that he and

Philocrates have received Prefents, and even Bribes, from Phi-

lip ; if I prove thefe Accufations, let him be condemned ; let

him fuffer a Punifhment, proportioned to his Guilt. 11, on

the contrary, I cannot demonftrate thefe Fads, efteem me a

Calumniator, and let him be acquitted. But although I might

accufe him, beftdes thefe, of many other enormous Offences^

O Men of Athens, which would juftly render him an Objedl

of your univerfal Deteftation, yet I rather choofe, before I

enter upon my future Proofs, to recall to your Remembrance

(ftnce I am affured many of you can eaftly remember) what

Rank ^Ichines affumed to himfelf upon his Entrance into the

Adminiftradon, and what Kind of Harangues he held it ne-

ceffary for him to make againft Philip in every Aftembly of the

People,^
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People, that by his own Adlions, his own iirft Orations, ^ou

may be convinced, he ftands convided of receiving Bribes.

This therefore is the Man, who firft of all our Athenians

was fenfible, as he declared in his Harangues to the People,

that Philip was forming Defigns againft the common Liberties

of Greece, and had already corrupted fome certain Magiftrates

in Arcadia : who engaged Ifchander, an Under-A6lor to Ne-

optolemus, to play the fecond Charafter to him in this Tra-

gedy : (2) who propofed an Inquiry into thefe Affairs to the

Senate ;
propofed it to the People, and perfuaded you to fend

Ambafladors for appointing a Congrefs here to confult upon

a Declaration of War againft Philip : who, when he returned

from Arcadia, repeated upon Memory thofe long and pompous

Orations, which he affirmed he had pronounced at MegalopoHs,

before the fupreme Council of Arcadia, in Support of your

Interefts againft Hieronymus, who fpoke in Defence of Philip ;

and laftly, who enumerated the mighty Calamities, thefe Mer-

cenaries, thefe Receivers of Money from Philip, occaftoned

not only to their own Countries in particular, but to the ge-

neral State of Greece.

While

(2) Our Orator never lofcs any Op- a Company of Comedians, maintained

portunity of infulting iEfchines upon his by Neoptolemus, the greatefc Adur of

Profeflion as a Player. He had carried his Age. He now introduces him into

llchnnder with him from Arcadia to the Politics of his Adminifcration, and

Athens, and had probably entered him a engages him to play fome under Cha-
Performer of fecond Charaflers (or, as raster in this Tragedy of hi? Qwn E{T}-

we might exprefs it) ap Under-Aftor in bafTy.
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While he was in this Manner opening his Adminiftration,

and exhibiting this Specimen of himfelf, you were perfuaded

by Ariftodemus, and others, whole Reports from Macedonia

brought you home nothing but Falfehood, to fend Ambafia-

dors to Phihp to negotiate a Peace. ^Efchines was appointed

one of thefe Ambaffadors, not to betray your proper Domi-

nions to your Enemies, or to place a Confidence in Philip, but

'to guard others from joining in fuch pernicious Pradices. For

by thofe Orations, which he repeated to you, and by his de-

clared Enmity to Philip, you with reafon entertained this

Opinion of him. He afterwards came to me, and agreed,

that we fhould mutually fupport each other in our Embafly,

aiid with many Arguments urged the Neceffity of our guarding

againfl: the polluted and fhamelefs Philocrates. Nor indeed,

until! our Return from our firft Embafiy, did even I fufpecV,

O Men of Athens, that ^fchines was corrupted, and had fold

himfelf. For befides his other Speeches, which I have already

mentioned, he rofe in the firft AfTembly, where you debated

upon the Peace, and opened his Oration with fome Expref-

fions, which, I believe, I can repeat in the very Words he

fpoke. '* Had Philocrates earneftly and induflrioully medi-

" tated, O Men of Athens, in what Manner he might befl

*' oppofe the Peace, he could never, in my Opinion, find a

Vol, II. C " bet-
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<' better Method than in the Decrees he propofes. For my

" own Part, while any one fingle Athenian furvives, never

" will I perfuade the ' Commonwealth to conclude fiich a

" Peace ; however I declare, that Peace, in general, is abfo-

" lutely neceflary." Thus concife were his Exprefllons ; thus

moderate his Sentiments. But although he had thus expreffed

himfelf in our firft AfTembly ; though You yourfelves heard

him, yet the very next Day, when of Neceflity the Peace was

to be ratified, while I fupported the common Decrees of our

Confederates, and contended for a juft and honourable Peace i

while you approved of the Meafures I propofed, and determined

not to hear even the Voice of that execrable Philocrates, at

this very Time did ^Efehines rife, and harangue the People in,

his Defence, O Jupiter and all ye Gods ! in Exprefllons juftly

meriting a thoufand Deaths : " That it was no longer your

*' Duty to remember your Anceftors, or to fuffer thofe, who.

" mention to you their Trophies, their naval Vidories ; that

'< he would himfelf propofe and eftablifh a Law, by which

" you fhould never fend Succours to any Grecian State, by

" whom you had not before been aflifted." Thus did this

miferable and fhamelefs Wretch dare to fpeak even in the Pre-

fencc, and Hearing of thofe very Ambafladors, whom you had

convened through all Greece by his Perfuafion, before he had

fbld himfelf to Philip.

When
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When you had again, O Men of Athens, decreed him one

of your Ambafladors for demanding Philip's Oath in Ratifica-

tion of the Peace, in what Manner he confumed the Time,

and ruined the whole Affairs of the Republic, and what fre-

quent Quarrels arofe between us, becaufe I endeavoured to op-

pofe him, you fhall inftantly hear. When we returned from

our fecond Embafly, appointed for demanding Philip's Oath

and the Subjed of your prefent Inquiries ; when we found

not ev^n the leaft Article performed of all that had been pro-

mifcd, and therefore reafonably expelled ; when we faw you

were in every Inftance deceived, and that your AmbafTadors

adled in diredl Contradidion to your Decrees, we appeared

before the Senate. Many of you are confcious of the Fadls

1 am going to relate, for the Houfe was crouded with private

Citizens. I came forward, and laid the whole Truth before

the Senate, and accufed our guilty Ambafladors, from the very

firft Hopes brought you home by Ctefiphon and Ariftodemus.

Even when you had ratified the Peace, I enumerated every

Particular, which this bad Man had uttered in his Harangues

;

every Circumftance, by which they had reduced the Common-

wealth to that unhappy Crifis. What yet remained to us (the

Phoc^eans and Thermopyls) I counfelled you not to abandon
;

nor ever to commit the fame Errors again, nor to be held in

Sufpence by Hopes, repeated upon Hopes, by Promifes, on

C 2 Pro-
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Promifes ; nor to fuffer your Affairs to be reduced to fucli ex-

treme Deflrudion. Such the Counfel I gave, and the Senate

was convinced.

When an Affembly was afterwards convened; when it was

become neceflary to give you an Account of our Embaily^

this j^fchines, firft of all our Ambaffadors came forward (and

now by Jupiter and all our Deities I conjure you, endeavour

with me to recoiled, whether I repeat the Truth, for tliefe are

certainly the Circumftances, by which your Affairs were wholly

diftreffed and ruined) but he totally abftained from making

any Report with Regard to his own Condud during his Em_

baffy, or to what I had declared in the Senate, if perchance

he had entertained any Doubt of the Truth of what I de-

clared, but fuch an Oration did he make, containing Advan-

tacres fo numerous and fo great, that he abfolutely forced you

all into his Opinion. For he affirmed, he had perfuaded Phi-

lip to comply with every Meafure, wherein the Interefts of

the Republic were concerned, both with regard to the Caufe

depending before the Amphidyons, and in every other In-

ftance. (3) He then made a Recital of a long Harangue,

(3) The Amphidyons, however de- mifed to influence their Suffrages in Fa-

oenerate from the Virtue of their origi- vour of the Phocasans, as Allies and

nal Conftitution, ftill preferved an Ap- Friends of the Republic,

pearance of their ancient Authority, and The Reader may find fome Account

affumed a Right to determine upon the of the Amphidtyons in the Preface to

Juftice of the Qiiarrel between the Pho- the firfl Volume ; twelfth Page.

ca;ans and Thcbans. Philip had pro-

which
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which he informed us he had pronounced againft the Thebans

in the prefence of Phihp ; he repeated the general Heads of

it, and then computed, that by his pecuHar Condu6l in this

Embafly, you fliould hear, within two or three Days, with-

out your leaving home, or undertaking any Expedition, or

giving yourfelves the leaft Solicitude, that Thebes alone, with-

out an Invasion of the reft of Bceotia, was befieged ; that

Thefpiae and Platasa were again inhabited ; that Apollo's Trea-

fures were repaid Him, not by the Phocaeans, but the The-

bans, who had themfelves formed a Defio-n of feizino: his

Temple. (4) For ^fchines boafted of his having taught Phi-

lip, that they, who purpofe to commit a Crime, are not lefs

impious, than they, who really with their own Hands perpe-

trate the Fa(5l. He then affured us, that the Thebans, in Re-

fentment, had proclaimed a Reward for his Head. Laftly,

he affirmed his having heard, that the Euboeans were terrified,

(4) Tuv CaXiva-uvTuv r-^v kutccXti^iv committed the Sacrilege. Thus the rea-

T» *£fl?. Tranflated by Wolfius, qui au- foning is direft and conclufive, which by

tores fuijfent templi occupandi, and he then his Tranflation is broken and imperfefl.

explains his Tranflation, as if the 1 he- The Italian Tranflator renders the Paf-

bans had advifed the Phocsans to feize fage, / quali haveano con/igliato, que fi

the Temple of Apollo. In his Notes occupajfe il tempio. Dodlor Taylor, by

he very juftly condemns the Abfurdity giving us .Wolfius his Tranflation and

of fuppofing fuch Advice, and remarks, his Note without any Remark upon it,

that the Fadt is unfupported by Hiftory. has given his own Authority to the Mif-

But the Abfurdity is totally his own. take ; it therefore becomes necelTary to

The Thebans hadformed a Bejign of feiz- fay, it muft have efcaped that very ac-

ing this Temple, and were therefore equally curate and learned Editor.

criminal, as the Phcc^cans, ivho really

and
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and confounded at the Reconciliation between Philip and the

Republic ; that they had declared ; " Ambafladors, it hath

" not efcaped us, upon what Conditions you have concluded

" a Peace with Philip ; neither are we ignorant, that you

" have ceded Amphipolis to him, nor that he hath promifed

" to deliver up Euboea to you." Another important Affair

he affured you he had regulated, which hov/ever he would

not yet mention openly, becaufe at prefent fome of his Col-

leagues envied him. He thus obfcurely hinted at me, and

the Ceffion of Oropus. (5)

Being, with all Appearance of Juftice, much honoured

for his Condudl ; acknowledged a very powerful Orator, and a

Man of admirable Abilities, he with much Solemnity de-

fcended from the Tribunal. I then arofe; I declared my
total Ignorance of thefe Promifes, and attempted to repeat

fome Circumflances, which I had mentioned before in the Se-

nate, while iEfchines on one Side, and this Philocrates on the

other, clamoroufly interrupted, and at length abfolutely mocked

me. You laughed, nor would either hear, nor be perfuaded

to believe, except what jEfchines had declared : and, by the

(5) Oropus, by its Situation on the Acknowledgement of the Succours they
'

Borders of Attica and Boeotia, was the had fent him againfl: the Athenians. Our '

Occafion of frequent Contefts between Orator here charges ^fchines with infi-

the two States. It had been taken from nuating, that PhiHp had promifed him
Athens by Themefion, Tyrant of Ere- to reftore it the Republic.

fria, who ceded it to the Thebans, in

8 Gods,
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Gods, you a6led thus, in my Judgement, not without Reafon.

For who could have endured, while he expeded Advantages

fo great, fo numerous, to hear even the PofTibility of them

denied, and the Perfons, who wrought fuch Wonders, ac-

cufed ? All other Coniiderations were certainly of little Im-

portance, when compared to fuch Hopes and Expedations.

Whoever contradidled them, appeared actuated merely by a

Spirit of Oppofition and Envy ; while all his Propofals were

thought wonderfully great, and advantageous to the Republic.

But to what Purpofe have I now recollected, for the firft

Time, thefe Circumflances, and repeated thefe Harangues ?

For one, O Men of Athens, aa important and principal Rea-

fon ; that none of you, who fliall hereafter hear me accufe

thefe Meafures, may imagine me fevere, and exceflive in my

Cenfures, or afk with Wonder, *' Why did you not upon the

" Inftant mention, and inform us of theie Circumftances
;"

but that you may rather recolledl the Promifes, which thefe

People made upon all Occafions, and by which they excluded,

others from the Liberty of fpeaking : that you may remem-

ber the famous Declaration of ^^fchines, and be convinced,

that, in addition to all his other Injuries, you have been hin-

dered from hearing the Truth at the immediate Inftant, when

it was moft neceffary, and deceived by Hopes, Impoftures, and

Promifes. This was the firft, and indeed the principal Rea-

fen, for which I have recolleded thefe Circumftances> The

fecond
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fecond, and not of lefs Importance, that when you remember

the whole Tenour of his Adminiftration, while he was yet

iincorrupted, how incredulous with Regard to Philip ; how

ftrongly fortified againft him, you may confider how fudden

were his Confidence and Friendfhip. Laftly, that if his Pro-

mifes have been attended with Succefs^ if his Adminiftration

hath been alorious to the Commonwealth, you may then com-

pute, that he adled with Integrity, and for the public Advan-

tage ; on the contrary, if the Event hath always happened in

diredl Contradidion to what he promifed ; if he hath brought

much Diflionour, and imminent Danger upon the Republic,

by a fordid Avarice, and the Proftitution of Truth, you may-

then account for the Alteration.

But fince 1 have proceeded thus far, I would willingly

mention, before all other Confiderations, the Manner in which

your Ambaffadors deprived you of all Diredion in the Affairs

of the Phocaeans. Nor fhould any of our Judges, while he

confiders the Greatnefs of thofe Affairs, imagine that ^fchines,

according to the general Eftimation of his Charader, was in-

capable of committing thofe Crimes, of which he is accufed.

You fhould fix your Attention to this Confideration alone,

that whomfoever you have appointed to any fuch Employ-

ment, and intrufted with a Power to difpofe of all Conjunc-

tures which may happen to arife, that Man, if he thought

proper to follow the Example of jl)fchines in felling himfelf

to
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to your Enemies, is capable of deceiving and deluding you,

. and producing Mifchiefs as great, as thofe, which ^fchincs

himfelf hath occafioned. But although you often employ

very worthlefs People in the Direction of your Affairs, not for

that Reafon are thofe Affairs themfelves worthlefs, or do not

become honourable to the Republic, when they are conduced

by others. Far otherwife. Let us then conclude, that Philip

did indeed deftroy the Phocaeans, but that thefe Ambaffidors

affifted him. It is your Duty therefore to confider and in-

quire, whether, as far as the Prefervation of the Phocaeans

depended on their Embafly, they have voluntarily ruined,

and deffroyed that People; not whether Philip was powerful

enough in himfelf to have deftroyed them. For to what Pur-

pofe fuch Inquiries ? But give me the Decree of the Senate,

which Vv'as formed when I made my Report of our Embafiy

;

then give me the Teftimony of the Clerk, who laid it before

the Senate, that you may be convinced, I was not then filent,

or now alone feparate myfelf from tlieir Adminiftration, but

that I inffantly accufed them, and forefaw our prefent Cala-

mities. The Senate, who were not hindered from hearing

me declare the Truth, neither applauded, nor thought them

worthy of being invited to any public Entertainment, although,

fince the Foundation of the City, no other Ambaffadors had

ever fuffered fuch an Indignity; not even Timagoras, whom

the People afterwards capitally condemned. But thefe Am-

VoL. II. D baffadors
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bafladors fuffered it. Firfl read the Teftimony j then the De-

cree.

Testimony. Decree.

Here are no Praifes, no Invitation from the Senate to the Am-

bafladors ; or if ^fchines aflerts the contrary, let him prove,

let him make them appear. But it is impofllble.

Indeed, if we had all afted in the fame Manner, mofi:

juftly had the Senate refufed its Praifes to us all; for undeniably

our Condudt in general was greatly criminal. But if fome of us

preferved, while others betrayed, their Integrity, it is apparent,

that the Innocent have been obliged to participate of one com-

mon Infamy with the Guilty. " But how fhall you all with-

" out Difficulty diftinguifh, who is guilty ?" Remember, who

blamed the Conduct of thefe Ambafladors upon the Inftant

they returned. For it is manifeft, that a Man, who was con-

fcious of his own Guilt, would have been contented with being

filcnt ; and if he could have eluded an immediate Inquiry,

would never afterwards render an Account of his Condud:.

But to the Man, who is confcious of his Innocence, it is mod

afflidling to be filent, when his Silence expofes him to the Suf-

picion of being a Partner in the Crimes and Guilt of others.

But I ftood forth the Accufer of thefe AmbafTadors, when

they returned from their Embafly, nor have ever by any of

them been accufed..

Such
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Such was the Decree of the Senate ; but when a general

Aflembly was convened, and PhiHp had marched into Ther-

mopylae (for their principal Crime was having given Philip an

Opportunity of furprifing the Phocaeans) when it was become

necefTary for you to take Cognizance of your Affairs, to con-

fult, and to execute, they rendered it difficult for you at once

to hear of PhiHp's Approach, and to determine how you fhould

aft. In addition to thefe Mifchiefs no Man read the Senate's

Decree to the People ; the People heard it not ; but -^fchines

harangued the Aflembly, as I have repeated to you, upon the

numerous and magnificent Advantages, which Philip (fo he

affured us) had granted to his Perfuafions, and for which the

Thebans had fet a Price upon his Head. Thus, although you were

terrified at Philip's March, and angry at them, who had not

informed you of it, yet you became more temperate, and even

to fuch a Degree, as to expert whatever you thought proper

to defire. You would neither hear me fpeak, nor any other.

Philip's Letter was then read, which ^^fchines, who had ftaid

behind us in Macedonia, had himfelf written. It was an open,

manifeft Defence of the guilty Adminiftration of his Collegues.

For it mentions his having hindered them, when they were

determined to go into the Cities of Greece, and require the

Oaths of Philip's Confederates in Ratification of the Peace,

and his having detained them, that they might affift him in

reconciling the Alenfes and Pharfalians, thus taking from them,-

D 2 and
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and appropriating to himfelf, all their Crimes. But with Re-

gard to the Phocseans, and Thefpians, and all the Promifes he

had made, not a Tingle Syllable. Nor did this happen by

meer Accident; but that Vengeance, which was juftly due

to thofe, who had never aded, during their Embaffy, in Obe-

dience to your Decrees, he voluntarily takes upon himfelf, and

profefles himfelf the Caufe of all their Crimes, becaufe you

are unable, fo I prefume he thinks, to punifh him. Every

Circumftance, by which he could deceive the Republic, or de-

fpoil her of her Poffeflions, thefe he takes to himfelf, that you

might have no Pretence to accufe, or complain of Philip, fince

they are neither mentioned in his Letters, nor any of his Me-

morials. Secretary, read the Letter, which -^fchines wrote

himfelf, and which he himfelf fent, that you may fee, whether

it be fuch as I have reprefented. Read.

The LETTER.

You hear, O Men of Athens, this Letter ; how elegant and

humane ; but of the Phocaeans, or Thebans, or any others,

with regard to whom iEfchines had made fuch Declarations,

not one fingle Expreflion. But there is nothing true, nothing

fmcere in this Letter, as you fhall inftantly perceive. The

Alenfes, for the Sake of whofe Reconciliation with thePhar-

falians, he fays he had detained his Colleagues, have experi-

enced fuch a Reconciliation, that they are driven from their

native
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native Country, and their City is totally dedrovcd ; while

Philip, who, it feems, is folicitous to iind an Opportunity of

obliging you, does not even profefs an Intention of rcftoring

their Liberty to the Wretches, whom he has taken Prifoners.

It hath often appeared in Evidence before the People, and (Tiall

again appear, that I took with me a Talent for their Ranfom,

while iEfchines, willing to deprive me of the Honour of fuch

an Acl of Humanity, perfuaded Philip to write, that he would

not fuffer them to be ranfomed. But what is ftill of far greater

Importance, he, who WTOte in the firfl Letter we received,

" Thus have I exprefsly mentioned the Benefits I purpofe to

" confer upon you, if I were perfedlly aflured, that an Alli-

** ance could be formed between us," yet the Moment that

Alliance is concluded, he then declares, he knows not in vvhat

Inftance he can oblige you. What 1 did he not know, what

he himfelf had promifed ? He would certainly have known,

if he had not intended to deceive. To convince you, that he

wrote thefe very Words, take his firft Letter, and read me the

Paflage. Begin.

The Passage is read»

Thus, before he obtained a Peace, he promifed, if you eon-

eluded an Alliance with him, to write what wonderous Obli-

gations he would confer on the Republic ; but when both were

at length obtained, he then declares, he knows not in what

Manner
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Manner lie can oblige you. If you inform him how he may

ad with Regard to you without Infamy, or Difhonour to him-

felf ; or if he fliould abfolutely promife, and you (liould pre-

vail upon yourfelves to afk a Favour, he then flies for Refuge

to his ufual Pretences, and leaves you nothing, but Excules

and Apologies.

These and many other Circumfiances might have inftantly

convi(fled him, and inftru6ted you not to fuffer your Affairs to

be totally ruined, if his Promifes of refloring the Thefpians

and Plateaus, and his Menaces of immediately chaftifing the

Thebans had not hindered you from perceiving the real State

of your Affairs. However, thefe Promifes and Menaces, if

the Republic alone were fuppofed to hear and be amufed by

them, were not unwifely employed ; but if really defigned to

be carried into Execution, they had better been pafTed over

in Silence. Becaufe if the Thebans were already in fuch a Si-

tuation, that although they forefaw, yet they were unable to

prevent, their Ruin, why were not thefe Menaces executed ?

If that Ruin was prevented by their being thus made fenfible

of their Danger, who was the Difcoverer ? Was it not JEf-

chines ? But PhiHp never intended their Deflrudion, nor did

JEfchines either propofe, or defire it. He therefore ftands ac-

quitted of any Guilt in making the Difcovery. But it was

neceflary, that you fhould be amufed by this Language, and

de-
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determine not to hear the Truth from me ; that you fliould

remain at home, and a Decree be obtained, by which the Pho-

caeans fliould be totally deftroyed. Witli this Intention were

thefe Intrigues thus curioufly woven, and you were thus ha-

rangued.

When I heard him making thefe magnificent Promifes, I

was perfedlly convinced of their Falfehood, and for what Rea-

fons I was convinced, I will inform you. Firft, becaufe when

Philip was to give his Oath in Ratification of the Peace, the

Phocsans vvere by him and -lEfchines exprefsly excluded from,

the Capitulation ; whereas all Mention of them fhould have

been pafled over in Silence and omitted, if it were intended

to preferve them : fecondly, becaufe neither Philip's Ambaf-

fador, nor Philip's Letter, but iEfchines alone, ever made fuch

a Promife. Having formed my Conjedlures upon thefe Cir-

cumftances, I rofe and came forward on the Tribunal, and en-

deavoured to contradidl him. But when you refufed to hear,

I kept Silence, entering only this Proteft (which by all the

Gods I conjure you to remember) that I neither knew thefe

Promifes, nor had any Share in the Intrigues of your Ambaf-

fadors ; I added, neither did I expedt any good Succefs from

th.m. When you received the ExprelHon, that I did not

expeil any Succefs, with fome Refentment, I declared to you,

«^ O M.ii of Athens, if the Event of thefe Meafures be prof-

perous,.
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" perous, give to thefe AmbaiTadors your Praifes, and Ho-

" nours, and Crowns ; I claim no Share of them ; but if the

" contrary fliould happen, then let them fuffer your juft In-

'* dignation. For my Part I retire." Not yet, replied JEC-

chines ; do not yet retire ; only remember, not to claim any

of thefe Revvards, when they are diftributed. I anfvvered, I

fliould then be moil unjuft. Here Philocrates rofe with Info-

lence and Invedives, " It is nothing wonderful, O Men of

*' Athens, that Demofthenes and I never agree in Opinion
;

*' for he drinks Water, but I drink Wine ;" and then you

laughed.

Now confider the Decree, that Philocrates propofed imme-

diately after thefe licentious Pleafantries, for it is, in all its Parts,

mofl: worthy of your Attention ; but if we compute at what

Time it was propofed, and the Promifes iEfchines made on

the Occadon, it will appear, that your Ambafladors delivered

up the Phoc^ans to Philip, only not with their Hands tied

behind them. Read the Decree.

The Decree.

You behold, O Men of Athens, this Decree ; how filled with

Praifes, and honourable Appellations, '' Let the Peace and Con-

*' federacy, we have concluded with Philip, continue to his

*' Poftcrity, and let him receive Praife for his Promifes of adl-

*' ing with Juftice." Yet he really promifed nothing. So far

other-
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othcrwife, that he knew ncn: wherein he could oblige you.

But ^fchines made Speeches and Promifes for him. Philo-

crates therefore finding, that you were earneftly inclined to

rely upon thefe Speeches, inferted in his Decree, " that if the

<' Phocjeans a6led not as they ought, but rcfufed to reftore the

" Temple of Apollo to the Amphi*5i:yons, the Athenian People

<* fliould fend Succours againft thofe, who hindered this Mea-

" fure from being carried into Execution." While you there-

fore, O Men of Athens, remained inadive, nor marched

out of your own Territories ; when the Lacedemonians, fen-

fible of the Fraud, were returned home, and no other Am-

phidyons appeared at the Aflembly, except the Theffalians and

Thebans, then did iEfchines write in the gentleft Language in

the World, " that the Phocseans fhould deliver up the Tem-

ple to the Amphidyons." What Amphiclyons ? No others

were aflembled, except the Thebans and Theffalians. But

fhould he not have convoked a general Council ? Should he

not have waited, untill they were aflembled ? Should he not

have ordered Proxenus to fuccour the Phocsans, and the Athe-

nians to take the Field ? Nothing of the kind was ordered.

*' But Philip fent two Letters, in which he called upon you to

** march." But not with an Intention, that you fliould march.

By no means. Becaufe, he never would have confumed the

Time, in which you might poffibly have been able to have

gone, and then have called upon you ; he never would have

Vol. IL E delayed
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delayed me, when I had determined to return ; nor would he

have commanded this Mercenary to make fuch Harangues to

you, by which you were very little influenced to go. He in-

tended, that you fhould imagine he would perform whatever

you thought proper to demand, and therefore would not op-

pofe him by your Decrees ; that the Phocaeans fhould not re-

pel his Invafion, or refift him, but relying on the Hopes of

your Afliftance, or broken by Defpair, fhould yield at Difcre-

tion. Read Philip's Letters.

The LETTERS.

These Letters do indeed, andwith Earneftnefs call upon you

to march. But if your Ambafladors had adled with Integrity,

what other Courfe could they have taken, than unanimoufly to

have decreed, that you fhould take the Field, and that Prox-

enus, who they knew was in that Part of the Country, fI:iould

inftantly fuccour the Phocreans ? Yet it is apparent, they

afted directly contrary, and indeed w^ith fome Appearance of

Reafon. For they paid no Regard to Philip's Letters, but to

the Intention» with which they were confcious he wrote them.

This Intention therefore they laboured, and with Ardour, to

fupport.

But the Pliocaeans, when they heard what you had deter-

mined in your AiTcmbly, when they received the Decree of

Phi-
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Philocrates, with this Declaration of iEfchincs, and his Pro-

mifes, were in every Inftance undone. For confider their Cir-

cumftances. Some of their Citizens d^ftrufted PhiHp, and they

were wife ;
yet they were induced to place a Confidence in

him. How induced ? Becaufe, although they imagined,

Philip would deceive them a thoufand Times, they never could

imagine, that the Athenian AmbaiTadors would dare to de-

ceive the Athenians. They believed what iEfchines declared,

and that the approaching Deflrudion was to fall, * not upon

them, but the Thebans. There were fome others, who de-

termined to fuifer the lafl: Extremities, and to repel the Inva-

fion ; but they were difpirited by the Perfuafion, that Philip

would prove their Friend, and by their Apprehenfion, if they

refufed to acft in Compliance with your Decree, that the Forces,

which they had expelled fhould fuccour them, would be em-

ployed againft them. Befides, fome of them imagined you had

repented of the Peace you had concluded with Philip. Your

Ambafiadors therefore demonftrated to them your having decreed

this Peace to your Pofterity, that they might in every Inftance

defpair o{ your Aftiftance, and all thefe Circumftances were for

this Reafon colleded into one Decree; in my Opinion, the

greateft Crime they were capable of committing. Becaufe,

when they concluded this Peace with a mortal Man, made

powerful only by fome favourable Conjunctures, they fixed an

immortal Infamy on the Republic, and not only deprived lier

E 2 of
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of all other poffible AfTiftance, but even of the good Favour

of Fortune. That they proceeded to fuch Excefs of Wick d-

nefs, as not only to injure the prcfent Race of Athenians, but

all their future Defcendants, is it not intolerable ? Never could

you have endured the inferting this Article " and to his Pofte-

*' rity," if you had not relied upon the Promifes of -^fchines,

upon which the Phocasans relied, and were undone. For after

delivering themfelves up to Phihp, and furrendering their Cities

into his Hands, they have experienced every Calamity directly

oppolite to his Promife.

But manifeftly to convince you, that thefe AfTerttons are

true, and that the Phocasans were utterly deftroyed by thefe

Ambafladors, I fhall compute the Time, in wliich every Cir-

cumftance happened, and whoever contradicts me, let him

arife, and take Part of the Hours, appointed to me by the Laws

for this Indictment. (6) The Peace, therefore, was concluded.

on

6. A literal Trannation of this PafTage or even Verfes, quoted by the Orator,,

woLikl to an Englilli Rtader be wholly un- were read by the Secretary. Thefe, wq

inteliio-ible •, Let him /peak in my Water

;

may believe, were therefore artfully ufed

ycL it may be Matter of Curiofity to know to relieve the Fatigue of the Speaker, an(>

the MeariiDg of the Expreflion. Acer- the Attention of his Audience. Some-

tain Ponion of Time, computed prcba- times, as intheprefent Inftance, we find

bly by the Import.mceof the Caufe, was their Orators infulting each other, as iiv

ap oint d for the Plaintiff and Defendant- a Confidence of their Succefs, with an

1 Ms Time was meafured by an Hour- Offer of the remainder of their Water,.

Gla s of Wat.r, v\hi( h was flopped when or, according to the prefent Tranflation,

any thing foreign to t.ic Caufe intervened,
qJ the Time aliened to their Pleading.

•r when their Laws, Decrees, Evidence,
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on the nineteenth of February. We were abfcnt full three

Months on our Embafly for demanding PhiHp's Oath in Ratifi-

cation of it, and that whole Time the Phocaeans continued in

Safety. (7) We returned from our Embafly the thirteenth of

May. Philip had now entered the Pafs of Thermopylae, and

made fuch Promifes to the Phocceans, as none of them believed.

Certainly ; for otherwife, they never would have conte hither

for Succours. An AfTembly was afterwards convened the fix-

teenth of May, when thefe AmbafTadors by Perfidy and falfc

Reprefentations utterly ruined your Affairs. In five Days, as

I compute, the Phocaeans might have been informed of your

Determinations, for their AmbafTadors were then in Athens,

and it much concerned them to know what Propofils ^fchines

and his Collegues brought home, and what you had decreed.

The Phocasans therefore, according to my Calculation, might

have known your Determinations upon the twentieth. I mean,

in five Days from the fixteenth. Then followed the twenty-

firfl, twenty-fecond, twenty- third, in which a Treaty was.

concluded

7. Our Author is not perfeftly exadl the twenty-th'rd an Alliance was con-

in his reckoning. The AmbaflTadors de- eluded b twetn Philip and i hcbcs, and.

parted on their Embafiy, according to the Phocfeans were deflroyed. The >e-

Doftor Taylor's Calculation^ after the nate w,(S aflembled in the Pyr^rum. and:

third of March, and returned the thir- the News of this Dcllruction re, ( rte 1 at.

teenth of May. The Senate met the fix- A' hens on th^- twenty fcvench

teenth, when they made the Report of This fliortcr Computation ;ray be ufcful;

their Embafiy. Demofthenes computes, to the Reader, and he is indebted for, ic:

that the Phocseans might have received to Do6tor Taylor,

the Athenian Decree the twentieth. On,
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concluded between Philip and the Thebans, when every Thing

was ruined, and brought to their final Period. How is this

manifeft ? 1 he twenty-feventh the Senate affembled in the

Pyrzeum upon the State of your Marine, when Dercyllus ar-

rived from Chalcis, and gave you an Account, that Phihp had

delivered every Thing into the Hands of the Thebans. He

reckoned that Day the fifth from the Conclufion of the Treaty,

and the twenty-third, fourth, fifth, fixth, and feventh, make

exaflly the five Days, which Dercyllus computed from the

Treaty. Thus by an exa6t Calculation of the Days, upon

which thefe Ambafilidors made their Report of their Embafiy,

and publiilicd their Decree, they ftand convicted of having ftre-

nuoufly afiified Phihp, and adted in Concert with him for the

Defirudion of the Phocseans.

Besides, that none of the Phocaean Cities were taken bj

Siege, or by Aflault, but were utterly ruined by the Treaty

they had concluded, is a convincing Proof, that they fufi^ered

thefe Calamities, becaufe they were perfuaded by your Ambaf-

fadors, that PhiHp would preferve them. For they were not

ignorant of Philip's Charader. Here, give me our Treaty

with the Phoca^ans, and the Decrees by which Philip rafed

their Walls, that you may behold what Alliance fubfifted be-

tween us, and what Misfortunes have befallen them through
•" CD

the Counfels of thefe Enemies of the Gods. Read.

Articles
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Articles of Alliance between the Athenians and Piioc^ans.

Such were the Connexions between you and them : Friend-

fhip. Alliance, Succours. Now hear what Calamities they

have endured by this Man's hindering you from aflifting them.

Read.

The Convention! between Philip and the Phoc^ans.

Do you hear, O Men of Athens ? He fays, " the Con-

" vention between Philip and the Phocaeans," not between

the Thebans and Phocsans ; the Theflalians and Phocseans

;

the Locrians or any other People. And again ; he fays>

*' they mufl deliver up their Towns to PhiHp," not to the

Thebans, Theflalians, or any other People. Wherefore? Be-

caufe iiEfchines had declared to you, that Philip had marched

into Thermopyls for the Prefervation of the Phocaeans» They

therefore placed their entire Confidence in him ; they direded

all their Views towards him ; they concluded a Peace with him.

Let the Secretary read the Remainder. Then do you confider

what they believed, and what they fuffered. Have they any

Likenefs or Refemblance to the Promifes of ^S^fchines ? Read,

The Decree of the Amphictyons.

Calamities, O Men of Athens, more terrible, or greater

than thefe, were never known among the Grecians, neither in

& our^j,
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ours, nor, I believe, in any former Age. Of Conqneils thus im-

portant, thus numerous, one fmgle Man, by. the Perfidy of

thdQ Ambailadors, is become abfolute Mafter, even whik

Athens ilill exifls, to whom it hath belonged by ancient Cufrom

to hold the Sovereignty of Greece, and not to look with uncon-

cern upon iuch Mifchiefs.

In what Manner, therefore, the unhappy Phoc^eans were

deftroyed, is apparent, not only from thofe Decrees, but from

all the Operations, that followed. A dreadful fpedacle, O
Men of Athens, and full of Mifery. When we lately travelled

to Delphos we were of necellity compelled to fee all tliis Wretch-

ednefs ; Houfes in Ruins ; Walls rafed to the Ground ; the

Country deferted by the young Men ; a few Women and

Children, and old Men, moft miferable. It is impofTible for

Language to cxprefs the Calamities of this unhappy People,

even at this Moment. Yet I have heard you all declare, that

they formerly gave their Vote in Oppofition to the Thebans,

when the Servitude of this Republic was under Debate. What

Sentence therefore, what Judgement do you imagine, O Men

of Atjiens, would our Anceflors, if they returned to Life, pro-

nounce upon the Authors of this Deftrudlion ? In my Opinion,

they would not imagine themfelves guiltlefs of the Treachery,

by which the Phoca^ans were thus totally ruined, if they did

not flone them with even their own Hands. For is it not mofl:

diflionourable,
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diflionourable, or rather, if there be any Crime beyond fuch

Turpitude, is it not moft impious, that they, by whom we

were preferved; wlio gave their Vote for our Prefervation,

fhould in return experience fuch Ruin, by the Perfidy of thefe

Traytors, or by tlieir Negledl fhould have fuffercd fuch Mifery,

as no other Grecians ever knew ? who was the Author of this

Mifery ? who was the Impofltor, that deceived you ? was it not

-^fchines ?

Although upon many Accounts, O Men of Athens, vou

may efteem PhiHp extremely happy, yet in this Inftance of his

good Fortune, certainly fuperior to the refl of Mankind ; for

by all our Gods and Goddeftes, I cannot name another Man,

in our Age, fo fortunate. To have taken great Cities, and

fubdued large Territories, with all other Actions of this kind,

are indeed worthy of our Emulation, and, I confefs, exceed-

ing glorious. Unqueftionable. Yet we may affirm, they have

been performed by many others. But this peculiar Felicity,

which was never granted to any other Mortal What is it?

That when he wanted Villains to carry on his Defigns, he found

even greater, than he himlelf expeded, or defired. For how

juftly may Philocrates and iEfchines be faid to deferve this

Charader, who have fold themfelves to Philip, and deceived

you in the very Affairs, in which Philip, although fo deeply

interefted, neither dared to venture a Lie himfelf, nor infert

Vol. II. F it
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it in his Letters; nor have any of his Ambailiidors ever aflerted

it for him. Antipater and Parmenio, the Minifters of a defpotic

Mafter, who were never to hold Friendship or Correfpondence

with you afterwards, were cautious however, that you fliould

not be impofed upon hy them. On the contrary, thefe chofcn

AmbafTadors of the Athenians ; of a City, that enjoys the moft

unbounded Liberty, had the Hardinefs to deceive even you,

whom they were frequently to meet ; whofe Faces they wece to

behold; with whom they muft necelTarily Hve the Remainder

of their Lives ; to whom they were obliged to render an account

of their Embafly, even you they deceived. Can human Crea-

tures be more vt'icked, or rather more delperate, even ta

Madnefs ?

But to convince you, that this Wretch is already devoted by you

to the infernal Gods, and that it were unholy and impious in you

to acquit the Man, who hath uttered fuch Falfehoods, here j,

take and read the Imprecation contained in this Law.

The Imprecation.

The Herald in your Name, O Men of Athens, pronounces

thefe Imprecations in every Affembly, as commanded by the

Laws, and repeats them to the Senate, when they fit. Neither

is it in the Power of ^Efchines to affirm, he knows them not

;

becaufe, when he was Secretary to your AiTemblies, and a

Servant
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Servant in the Senate, he repeated this Law to the Heralij.

Were it not therefore abfurd and monflrous, that what you

yourfelves have commanded ; what you implore the Gods to

•execute in your Name, you yourfelves fhall refufe to execute,

when it is, this Day, in your Power ? On the contrary, the

Man, whom you implore the Gods totally to deflroy, himfclf,

his Relations, and his Family, will you yourfelves acquit?

No, certainly. Him, who can efcape your Vengeance, aflign

to the Gods for his Punifliment; but him, whom you have

within your own Power, do not give them the Trouble of

punifhing. ,

But to fuch Excefs of Shamelefsnefs and Audacioufnefs, I

hear he is arrived, that forgetting all his Adions, all his Decla-

rations, all the Promifes, by which he had deceived the Repub-

lic, and as if he were to be tried before other Judges., not

before you, who are confcious of his crimes, he propofes, iirfl,

to accufe the Lacedemonians, then the Phocasans and Hege-

{ippus. (8) But the Defign is abfolutely ridiculous, or rather

a fliameful

(8) The Lacedarmonians had been in- Philip had determined utterly to deftroy

vited by Philip to a Congrefs, in which the Phoca^ans. They avoided therefore

they expefted fome certain Territories, all future Engagements witli him, and

they had formerly poflefled, would be left him, perhaps, not without Refeut-

reftored to them. They were not only nient. T hat Retentment, as we may he-

difappointed, but convinced befides, that lieve ^fchines infinuated, really injured

F 2 tlic
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a fhameful Excefs of Impudence. For whatever Objedlions he

fhall now make with regard to the Phocaeans, the Lacedaemonians

and Hegefippus ; either that the Phocaeans refufed to receive

Proxenus ; that they were impious, or guiky of Bafenefs and

Improbity, or any other Crimes, of which he fhall accufe them,

yet all thefe were equally true before the Ambafladors returned,

and confequently could not have been Obftacles to their Pre-

{ervation. (9) Who made this Declaration? Even iEfchines^

himfelf. For he did not declare, that their Safety depended

upon the Lacedaemonians, or their receiving Proxenus, or upon

the Oppofition of Hegefippus, or this, or any other particular

Circumftance ; he never, at that time, made any Declaration

of this Kind. But pafling over all fuch Objedlions, he de-

clared exprefsly, that he had perfuaded Philip to preferve the

Phocaeans; to fuffer Baeotia to be again inhabited, and to give

you a Power of adling as you pleafed; that all thefe Promifes

fhould be fulfilled in too or three Days, and that the Thebans,

for

the Phocseans, and haftened their De- ported and explained by the Scholiaft.

ftrudion. JEfchines accufes the Phocfeans of Bafe-

Hegefippus, an Orator and Magiftrate nefs and Want of Probity, becaufe,,

of Athens, had oppofed the Refolution when they were yet in Alliance with

of fendinor Ambafladors to negotiate a Athens, they refufed to receive her Ge-

Peace with Philip. He is therefore ima- neral Proxenus, from a Sufpicion, that,

gined to have provoked that Monarch to he intended the Ruin of their Cities. He
the Ruin of Phocis, charges them with Impiety, for refufing

(9) The Tranflator here follows a con- to admit fome facred Feftivals, which the

jeftural Reading propofed by Dodor Athenians were accuftomed to celebrate

Taylor j ij ug cciXtCug ha-iv, ^ ug ttovi^- in Phocis.

fo), vi 0, Ti civ lynron, &c. It is fup-
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for his fuccefs in thefe Negotiations, had put a Price upon his

Head.

Do not therefore hear, or fuffer him to tell you of any Errors,

committed before his own Declaration, either by the Lacedae-

monians or Phocsans. Do not permit him to accufe the Pho-

caeans of want of Probity. Neither did you formerly protect

the Lacedsemonians for their own Merit, nor thefe devoted

Euboeans, nor many other Nations, but becaufe it was of Ad-

vantage to the Republic, as, in the prefent Inftance, to protect

the Phocaeans. But what Crime did the Phocasans, or the

Lacedaemonians, or you, or any other Mortal commit after

thefe Declarations of ^fchines, that fhould prevent the Effe6h

of his Promifes? Afk him this Queftion, which he fhall never

be able to anlwer. For only five Days intervened, in which

he told his Falfehoods, and you believed them ; in which the

Phocaeans heard them; then voluntarily yielded themfelves,

and perifhed. From whence I imagine, and it is in itfelf clearly

manifeft, that every Fraud, and every Artifice, was employed

for the Deftrudlion of that People. Becaufe, at the time when

Philip had it not in his Power to march into Thermopyl^

without an open Violation of the Peace, but yet was forming

his Operations for that Purpofe, he invited the Lacedsemonians

to a Conference, and promifed every Thing they demanded,

in hopes of preventing their being reconciled, under your Me-

diation.j-.

441323
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diation, with the Phocasans. But when he had marched into

Thermopylae, and the Lacedemonians, fenfible of the intended

Treachery, had quitted his Party, he once more fecretly em-

ployed this ^fchines to deceive you; left if you Ciould again

perceive, that he was carrying on his fecret Pra6lices with the

Thebans, he might be compelled to hazard fome unfavourable

Conjundture ; to engage in another War, and to confume his

Time while the Phoceeans defended themfelves, and you fentthem

Succours; laftly, that he might without Fatigue or Danger

accomplifli the Defigns, in which he hath fince fucceeded.

Yet becaufe Philip deceived the Lacedaemonians and Phocjeans,

not, for that Reafon, fhould iEfchines with Impunity deceive

the Athenians.

If he fhould aflert, that Cherfonefus is preferved to the Re-

public inftead of Phocis, and Thermopyls, and other Places

we have loft, let me implore you by the Gods, do not admit

;

do not endure, in Addition to the Injuries you have already

received from this Embafty, that this Reproach fhould be

formed, out of his Defence, againft the Commonwealth, that

for the fake of fecretly preferving your own Pofleflions, you

have abandoned the Safety of your Confederates; becaufe, in

Truth, you never adted in this manner. For after the Con-

clufion of the Peace, and while Cherfonefus yet remained in

your PolTeflion, the Phocceans continued four whole Months

8 in
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in Safety; but afterwards you were deceived by the Perfidy of

^fchines, and they were deftroyed. Befides you will find

Cherfonefus in greater danger at prefent, than at that Time.

For whether could Philip have been more eafily punifhed for

any Invafion, before he had poffeffed himfelf of our Dominions,

or at prefent ? In my own Opinion, much more eafily at that

Time. How precarious therefore is the fafety of Cherfonefus,

if you take away the Fear and Danger of invading it ?

But iEfchlnes, I hear, intends to urge in his Defence, that

he is furprifed, why Demofthenes, and none of the Phocasans,

accufes him. Permit me to explain the Nature of this Objec-

tion. The beft and wifeft of the Phocasans, now driven out

of their Country, are contented, after having fuffered fuch

Calamities, to reft in Quiet ; nor is any one of them inclined

to undertake, for the general Advantage, a particular Qiiarrel.

Befides, they could not have maintained a Profecution vvithout

Money, and had not a Friend who would fiirnifii the Ex-

pence. (10) Nor have even I given them any Thing to engage

them

(10') Our Orator feems, at firft Sight, withthe Accufersof iEfchines. He will

Incautioufly to have mentioned an Ob- not hire their Clamours in his Favour,

jeftion, that might pufTibly be turned He wants not their Evidence •, for Truth

againft him. " Why had not you, De- and Fadts themfelves are his Witnefles.

" moilhene?, Generofuy enough to fup- Thus he artfully excufes the Abfence of
' port I his unhappy People in this Pro- the Phocsans, and aflerts bis own In-

*' iecution ?" No •, he difclaims all tegrity.

Appearance of an illicit Correlpondence
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them to ftand round the Tribunal, and with Clamours to

declare the Miferies they have endured ; becaufe Truth and the

Fa6ls themfelves clamoroufly declare them. But their whole

People are fo cruelly, fo miferably treated, that they have

little Intereft in accufmg the Magiftrates of Alliens, who are

here obliged to render an account of their Condud. Not to be

enllaved ; not to die with Terrour of the Thebans, and

Philip's mercenary Troops, whom, difperfed as they are in

Villages, and deprived of their Arms, they are compelled to

maintain with Provifions. Do not therefore fuffer him to

make fuch Objedions; but command him either to prove,

that the Phocaeans are not really ruined, or that he never pro-

mifed Philip would preferve them. Thefe are the Accounts

you ought to give of your Embafly; what was done ? what

Declarations you made, when you returned? If true, be ac-

quitted ; if falfe, be punidied. " But the Phoc^ans do not

" appear to profecute." What imports it? I verily think

you have treated them in fuch a manner, as far as was in your

Power, that they are neither able to aflift their Friends, nor

to repel their Enemies.

Yet befides the Ignominy and Difhonour attending this

Embafly, I can eafily demonftrate, that the greateft Dangers

furround the Republic. For who among you is ignorant, that

during the Phocaean War, and while that People were Mafters

of
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of Thermopylae, you had no Terrors of the Thebans, i or

were apprehenfive, that either they, or PhiHp, could march

into Peloponnefus, or Eubcea, or Attica ? But that fecurity,

which the Commonwealth enjoyed, both from the fituation of

the Place, and the Difficulty, that Philip would have found

in forcing his Paflage, perfuaded by the Fraud and Falfehood

of your AmbafTadors, you have loft for ever. That Security,

which was fortified by Arms, and perpetual War ; by powerful

Cities, confederate Forces, and a large Extent of Territories,

you have negleded even to Ruin. In vain were your firft

Succours fent to Thermopylce, upon which you expended more

than two • hundred Talents, computing the private Contribu-

tions of thofe, who undertook the Expedition. In vain your

Hopes of Vengeance againft the Thebans.

But among the many criminal Inftancses, in which JECchi-

nes hath been the Minifter of Philip, permit me to mention

certainly the moft opprobrious both to you and the Republic.

When Philip firft refolved upon all thofe Meafures with Regard

to the Thebans, which he hath fince executed, iEfchines, by his

Declarations to the contrary, and by his manifeftly difcovering

your averfion to thofe Meafures, increafed the Hatred of the

Thebans towards you, and improved their good Opinion of

Philip. Was it pofTible to treat you more injurioufly ? Take

and read the Decrees of Diophantus and Callifthenes, that you

Vol. II. - G may
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may be convinced, while you aded with a due Regard to your

own Dignity, you were efteemed worthy, both by yourfelves

and others, of offering Sacrifices and Praifes to the Gods; but

the Moment you were deluded by thefe Ambafladors, you tran-

fpor'ted your Children and your Wives into the City, and de-

creed, that the Feftival of Hercules fnould be celebrated with-

in the Walls, even in Time of profound Peace, (ri) I fhall

therefore wonder, if you acquit the Man without fome fignal

Vengeance, whofe Crimes have even hindered you from wor-

fhipping the Gods according to the Ufages of your Anceftors.

Read the Decree of Diophantus.

The Decree.

Thus you decreed, O Men of Athens, at that Time, ac-

cording to the Dignity of the Adions you performed. Now
lead the Decree of Callifthenes.

The Decree.

Thus you decreed when under the Influence of their Coun-

fels. Yet not upon thefe Hopes, nor at the Beginning would

you

( 1 1) Thefe two Decrees are fet in Op- that the People of Attica flionld carry

pofition to each other. When Philip had their Families into Athens, and that the

been repulfed in a former Invafion of Feftival of Hercules, which ufed to be
Phocis, Diophantus ordered public Sa- folemnized in the Country, fhould now
crifices in Gratitude to the Gods. But be celebrated within the Walls of the
when Philip afterwards laid wafte that City. Scholiast.
unhappy Country, Callifthenes decreed»
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you have concluded this Peace and Confederacy, nor afterwards

even by their Perfuafion have inferted that Article, " and to

*' his Pofterity," but becaufe you were convinced, that you

fhould receive fbme marvellous Benefits by their Negotiations.

How often you were afterwards alarmed, when you heard that

the Armies of Philip were approaching Porthmus or Mcgara,

you are all perfectly confcious. It is not therefore the proper

Subjedt of your Inquiries, whether Philip ever invaded Attica,

but whether he had it in his Power, by the Pradlices of thofe

Men, to invade it, whenever he pleafcd. To this Point alone

you fhould fix your Attention, and keep this Danger full in

your View, that the Author of it, by whofe Machinations that

Power was given to Philip, may be detefted and punilhed.

I KNOW that i^fchines will avoid the Proofs of this Accufa-

tion, and endeavour to carry you away as far as poilible from

Fa6ts, by difplaying the Bleflings, that arife to Mankind from

Peace, and the Calamities, that fpring from War ; and finally,

that he will pronounce a Panegyric upon Peace, and make it

his Defence. But even by this Defence is he condemned. For

if Peace, which is the Caufe of Bleflings to others, hath been

to us the Caufe of fuch DiftreiTes, and Confufion, what Ihall

we conclude, except, that by receiving Prefents from Philip,

he hath corrupted a Thing in its own Nature moft excellent ?

*' But our three hundred Gallies, with all their Equipage,

G 2 " were
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" were they not faved ? Our Revenues, were they not, and

" will they not hereafter be augmented by the Peace?" Such

Objeaioiis may poflibly be made- But you fhould recoiled

in anfwer, that Philip's Affairs gathered much greater Strength

in Proportion ; his military Operations ; his Territories and

Revenues, became more confiderable. Somewhat of this Kind

we alfo gained. But while the reft of Mankind obtain fome

Advantages either for themfelves, or their more powerful Con-

federates, by their Revenues and their Alliances, ours have

been fold by thefe Traytors; they have been ruined and en-

feebled, while thofe of Philip are become far greater and more

formidable. Neither is it juft, that he fhould grow powerful

by their AfTiftance both in his Alliances and his Revenues, and

that the Benefits, which naturally arife from Peace, fhould be

eftimated to us in recompence of thole, which thefe bad Men

have fold. Neither did we receive them as a recompence. Far

otherwile. We fhould have certainly obtained the common

Advantages of Peace, to which thofe others would have been

added, if it had not been for your AmbafTadors, (12)

Upon

C 1 2) The Pafiage is not without Ob- and yet not have loft their Allies, if their

/ fcurity. Our Author reckons an Im- Ambafladors had maintained their Inte-

provement of the Revenues of a State grity.

among the natural, regular Confequences The Tranflator follows a conjeflural

of Peace ; but Alliances and Confede- Reading propofed by Doftor Markland,
racies are among its extraordinary Ad- and ftrongly fupported by the Authority

vantages. The Athenians might have of the Context. *; Si rm tt^oitoSuv x«-
improved and prelerved their Revenues, rua-x^vv inftead of Tr^xyi^dTuv.
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Upon the whole, O Men of Athens, let us acknowledge it

juft, that although many fevere Misfortunes have happened to

the Republic, yet if -ffifchines be not the Occafion of theni,

your Anger fliould not fall on him ; or if any other Citizen

Jiath aded according to his Duty, let not the Merit of that Man

pfeferve him. Confider thofe meafures alone of which he is

really the Author, then grant him your Favour, if he be worthy

of it, and on the contrary, let him feel your Indignation, if

his Actions deferve it. But how fhall you diftinguiih with

Juflice ? By not permitting him to confound the Objedls of

your Inquiries, the Faults of your Generals, the War againfi:

Philip, and the Bleflings of Peace, but confidering each of

them feparately. For Inftance; was War proclaimed againfi:

Philip ? It was. In this Inftance, who impeaches iEfchines ?

Does any one accufe him for the Condudl of this War? None»

Acquit him therefore of its Misfortunes. Neither fhould he

mention them in his Defence; becaufe in thefe doubtful

Trials, it is neceftary, that the Perfon accufed fhould produce

his Witneftes, and enforce the Proofs of his Innocence, but not

impofe upon his Judges by defending himfelf from Crimes,

of which he is confefledly not guilty. Therefore be cautious,

^fchines, of mentioning the War, becaufe no one accufes you

on that account. In another Inftance ; fome of our Orators

afterwards perfuaded us to make a Peace. We yielded to their

Per-

8
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Perfuafions ; we fent Ambafladors to Philip ; they brought

with them hither the Perfons appointed to ratify the Peace.

Here again, does any one accufe -^fchines ? Does any one af-

fert, that he engaged us to accept this Peace, or that he is

guilty, becaufe he brought with him the Perfons appointed to

conclude it? Not one. Nothing therefore fhould be pleaded

by him with Regard to the Republic's having concluded this

Peace, becaufe he was not the Author of it.

What Crime therefore, my Friend Demofthenes, do you

impute to him (for fuch a Queftion may be afked) and from

whence do you begin to accufe him? From hence, O Men

of Athens ; becaufe when you deliberated, not indeed whether

a Peace fhould be concluded, for that was already decreed,

but upon what Conditions, he vehemently oppofed whoever

infifted upon juft and reafonable Terms, and being himfelf cor-

rupted, fupportcd Philocrates, who formed his Decree upon

the Bribes he had received: becaufe, when he was afterwards

chofen for the Requifition of Philip's Oath, he never executed,

in any one Inftance, the Orders you had given him; becaufe he

totally ruined thofe Confederates, who efcaped from the Dangers

of War, and becaufe he told fuch monftrous Falfehoods, as no

other human Creature, either before, or fmce, ever uttered. For

when Philip opened the Negotiations for Peace, Ctefiphon and

Ariftodemus undertook the Beginning of this Impofture, but

when
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when Affairs were to be carried into Execution, they configned

it to Philocrates and iEfchines, who received it, and effcdually

ruined every tiling. However, fince he is now obHged to ren-

der an Account of his Enibally, and fubmit to the Punifhment

he deferves, (13) this Contriver of all Villainies, this Enemy

to the Gods, this public Notary, I prefume, will make his

Defence, as if he were tried meerly on Account of the Peace.

Not with Defign however of pleading his Innocence with re-

gard to other Crimes, befides thofe of which he is accufed

(for fuch a Defign were Madnefs) but he confiders, that in all

his Condu6l there has been nothing eftimable, indeed every

Thing criminal, whereas an Apology for Peace, if nothing

elfe, hath at leafl: a Name, which is grateful to our Huma-

nity. Yet I fear, O Men of Athens, I greatly fear, we may

too late be fenfible, that we have engaged in this Peace, like

People, who borrow Money at an exorbitant Intereft ; be-

caufe, its beft Security, and Firmnefs (the Phocsans and Ther-

mopylze) thefe Men have betrayed. Not under his Influence,

however, did we at firft conclude this Peace. But (it is indeed

ridiculous, what I am going to fay, yet abfolutely true) who-

ever fincerely rejoices in this Peace, let him acknowledge his

Obhgation for it to our Generals, whom every one condemns.

Becaufe,

(13) This little Part of the Sentence la fena de gU errori co-inmejji, and an old

hath been overlooked by Wolfius, and anonymous latin Trandacion, although

all his Editors, y.x\ StK'/jv VTrsy/siv. The in fomewhat a different Senfe, ei judi~

careful Italian Tranflator gives it, e patir cium ?-crum adminifralarum fubire.
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Becaiifc, if they had condu6led the War according to your

Inilrudions, you never would have endured the Name of Peace.

Your Generals therefore have given you this Peace, but your

corrupt Ambafiadors have rendered it dangerous, uncertain

and fallacious. Forbid him then, forbid him his Declamations

upon the Bleflings of Peace, and confine him to the fimple

Recital of Fads; becaufe ^fchines is not accufed for having

made this Peace, but the Peace itfelf is condemned for the

Condudl of i^fchines. In Proof of this AfTertion, if it had

been concluded, and you had never afterwards been deceived,

nor any of your Confederates deftroyed, what mortal Man could

this Peace have aggrieved, except that it was concluded with

Ignominy; and although iEfchines made himfelf a Partner in that

Ignominy by giving his Suffrage to Philocrates, yet the Wound

was not incurable.

Many other Mifchiefs, I am perfuaded, he hath occafioned,

and that all this Deftrudlion and Ruin have proceeded from

the Turpitude and Corruption ofyour Ambafladors, I prefume,

you are univerlally convinced. For my own Part, fo far from

introducing a Spirit of Calumny into the Profecution of this

Affair, or expecting you fhould approve of it, that if his Errors

have proceeded from Imprudence or Simplicity, or any other

kind of Ignorance, I both acquit him myfelf, and advife you

to acquit him. Yet fuch Excufes cannot be agreeable either

to
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to Policy or Juftice, becaufe you never command or compel

your Citizens to undertake the Adminiftration of your Aftairs,

but when any of them perfuades himfelf, that he is able to fup-

port the Burthen of Miniftry, then, ading like Men of Wifdom

and Humanity, you receive him with Complacency and with-

out Envy. You give him your Suffrages
; you commit your

Affairs into his Hands. If he fucceeds, he fhall be honoured,

and diftinguifhed from the Vulgar; if he be unfortunate, fhall

he make Excufes and Apologies ? Unreafonable and unjuft.

It will not fatisfy our Confederates, who were deftroyed, or

their Children, their Wives, or any others, if by my Impru-

dence (that I may not fay his Imprudence) they have luffered

fuch Calamities. Far otherwife. Yet pardon iEfchines even

thefe atrocious and exceflive Crimes, if he fhall appear to have

committed them through Simplicity, or any Sort of Ignorance ;

but if through his own Depravity he hath received Bribes and

Prefents ; or if he fhall be clearly convidled even by his own

Adions, then, if poffible, confiftently with your Laws, let him

fuffer Death ; if not, let him live, but make him an Example

to the reft of Mankind.

Now confider with yourfelves how juft will be his Condem-

nation. The Declarations he made you concerning the P.ho-

casans, the Thefpians and Euboeans (if he had not fold him-

felf and voluntarily deceived you) he muft of Neceffity have

Yoh, II.
• H either
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either pofitively heard Phihp promife to undertake and per-

form ; or infatuated and impofed upon by his Affability in

•other Affairs, he muft have flattered himfelf with his Com-

pHance in thefe Inftances. Impoffible, but that one of thefe

Affertions fhould be true, and from either of them, he ought,

moft certainly of all Mankind, to deteft Philip. Why ? Be-

caufe by his Influence iEfchines hath committed the moft fla-

gitious and fliameful Errors. He hath deceived you; he is

become infamous ; he is adjudged worthy of Death ; and if

our Proceedings had been condu<n:ed as they ought, he had

long flnce been profecuted as a Traitor. But now, through

your Indulgence and Lenity, he gives in his Accounts, and

thofe at what time he pleafes. Yet who ever heard the Voice

of ^fchines accufing Philip ? Who ever faw him oppoflng,

or declaiming againft him? None. Yet the People of Athens

in general, or rather every particular Citizen accufed Philip,

and at all Times accufed him, none of whom he had ever

perfonally injured.

But if JEfchines had not abfolutely fold himfelf, I fhould

have expeded fome Expreflions like thefe in his Defence ?

" Men of Athens, treat me according to your good Pleafurej

" I believed; I have been deceived ; I have erred ^ I confefs

*' my

( 1 4) And all Times accufed him, to fibly be made, that it was not then a pro»'

prevent the Ob^edtion, which might pof- per Time to accufe him, ScHOtiAST.
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" my Folly; but guard yourfelves, O Men of Athens, againfl;

" this Macedonian; he is faithlefs, a Deceiver, a Villain.

** Do you not perceive how he hath treated me ? how he hath

** impofed upon me?" Yet fuch ExprefFions neither you, nor

I have ever heard. Why ? Becaufe he was not impofed upon

;

becaufe he was not deceived, but having fold himfelf, and

received the Reward of his Perfidy, he made thefe Decla-

rations; becaufe he hath betrayed you to Philip, and become

to him a very faithful, juft and honourable Hireling; to you

a traiterous Ambaflador, and Citizen, juftly meriting not one,

but even a thoufand Deaths.

Neither from thefe Inftances alone is it manifeft, that he

hath made all thefe Declarations under the Influence of Cor-

ruption, but alfo from this Circumftance, that the Theffalians,

and Philip's Ambafladors came hither lately to folicit your

Decrees in Favour of that Monarch to obtain a Seat for him

among the Amphidlyons. Of all Mankind who was mofl in-

terefled in oppofing their Solicitations ? Undoubtedly, IE(-

chines. Why ? Becaufe Philip had adled in diredl Contra-

didion to what -^fchines had promifed. For he aflured us,

Philip would fortify Thefpiae and Plataea; preferve the Phocce-

ans, and reprefs the Infolence of the Thebans. On the contra-

ry, he hath rendered the Thebans far more powerful, tlian

with regard to your Intereft, he ought ; he hath abfolutely def-

H 2 - ftro^'cd
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troyed them; he hath not fortified Thefpiae and Plataea; he

hath enflaved Orchomenum and Coronaea. What pofTible

Contraditions greater than thefe ? Yet i^fchines did not oppofe

;

did not open his Mouth, did not exprefs the leaft Oppofition.

Nor is this, atrocious as it is, the mofl: atrocious Circumftance

;

but that he alone of all the Citizens of Athens fupported the

Theffalians in their Solicitations ; that what the fhamelefs Phi-

locrates did not dare to do, iEfchines dared; and when you

clamoroufly interrupted, and refufed to hear him, he defcended

from the Tribunal, and fhewing himfelf with much Oftenta-

tion to Philip's AmbafTadors, affured them, " many of thefe

" People are exceedingly tumultuous, but few of them will

" fight, if there be a Neceflity." You certainly remember

theExpreifion, he being himfelf, O Jupiter ! I humbly conccivej

n moft marvellous Warrior.

Yet if we were unable to prove, that any of our Ambaf-

fadors were corrupted ; if it were not apparent to the Eyes of

all Mankind, yet an Inquifition by Tortures, with other Proofs

of that fort, would ftill remain. (15) But if Philocrates hath

many a Time not only confeffed in your Affemblies, but even

made

(15) Our Orator forefces, that JEC- the Torture, would undoubtedly give

chines will demand a pofitive, legal Evi- their Teflimony againft him. Fut what

d<-nceof the Fad, of which he is accufed. need of any Evidence, when the Crimi-

I le therefore evades the Demand by af- nal confefifes, or rather glories in hi&

ferting, that if no other Witneflfes ap- Crime ?

pearcd, yet his own Slaves, when put to
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made an oftentatious Diiplay of the Bribes he hath received,

by felling Macedonian Corn, by building, by declaring he

would go again, even without your Orders, to import Timber

from Macedon, and by openly changing Philip's Gold for Attit

Money at the Treafury Tables, he cannot, I prefume, deny

his having received, what he confefTes, and even declares with

orientation. But is there any human Creature fo fimple, fo

infatuated, as to fuffer the Infamy, and hazard the Danger of

a Profecution, meerly that Philocrates might receive the Ad-

vantages of his Corruption; or having it in his Power to be

numbered with the innocent, would he quarrel with them;

would he engage in Support of Philocrates, and voluntarily con-

fent to be profecuted with him ? Impoffible. But if you rightly

confider, you will find, O Men of Athens, that all thefe Cir-

cumftances are great and evident Signs, that he himfelf was

corrupted.

Now behold the laft, but not the leafl: powerful Proof, that

iEfchines had fold himfelf to Philip. You certainly know,

that when Hyperides accufed Philocrates of treafon, I pro-

feffed I had one Difficulty with regard to the Profecution ; how

it was poffible, Philocrates alone could be guilty of fo many,

and fuch flagitious Crimes, and his nine Colleagues innocent.

I declared it impoffible, becaufe he never would have aded thus

openly, if he had not Affiirance, that they would fupport him.

<» That
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" That I may, therefore, neither acquit or condemn any one,

" but that the Fad itfelf may difcover the guilty, and abfolve

" thofe who had no Partnerfhip in the Crime; let whoever

" pleafes arife; let him come forward on the Tribunal; let

" him make it manifefl:, that he never had any fhare in the

" Counfels, nor ever approved of the Conduct of Philocrates.

" The Man, who fhall adl in this Manner, I will acquit.'*

Thefe Declarations, as I conceive, you muft remember. Yet

no one appeared ; no one fhewed himfelf. However, each of

the other AnbafTadors had it feems, fome Excufe; one of them

had already paffed the Accounts of his Embafly; another, per-

chance, was abfent ; a third was nearly related to Philip ; (i 6) but

iEfchines had none of thefe Excufes ; yet fo abfolutely had he

fold himfelf, that he not only received the Wages of Corrup-

tion for Time paft, but made it moft manifeft:, that if Philo-

crates fhould efcape this Profecution, he would for ever fupport

him againft you. He therefore never uttered a fingle Expref-

flon, not even a Word in Oppofition to Philip ; as if he were

determined not to acquit you, though you acquitted Philocra-

tes; but chofe rather to be ftigmatized with Infamy, to be

accufed, to fuffer your utmoft Refentment, than to difoblige

Philip. Yet what can this Union of Interefts mean ? Whence

is

(i6) There is much Malignity, and tuted his Son to Philip, from whence

much Modefty, fays the Scholiaft, in this our Orator pleafantly calls that Monarch
Exprefl'ion. Phrynon, the Perfon here his Relation.

intended, was lufpeded of having profti-

I
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is this abundant Solicitude for Philocrates? For however glo-

rioufly he might have a6led in his Embafly ; whatever Advan-

tages he might have gained for the RepubHc, yet if he con-

fefled, as he did confefs, that he had taken Money, it would

become an uncorrupted AmbafTador to fly from him; earneftly

to avoid him, and to give this Teftimony of his own Integrity,

But ^fchines adled not in this Manner.

These Fa<Sls, O Men of Athens, are they not moft confpi-

cuous ? Do they not cry aloud, and declare, that ^fchines is

corrupted, and perpetually committing Crimes for the Money

he hath received, not through Imprudence, or Ignorance, or

being difappointed in his Expedations? Yet he demands,

" Who gives Evidence of my receiving Money?" Such is his

illuftrious Defence. Fads themfelves, iEfchines, of all others

the moft credible Witnefles. Nor can it be aflerted, or even pre-

tended, that they are influenced to give this Evidence againfl:

you, either by Perfuafion or Intereft:, but fuch as you your-

felf have made them by Treachery and Corruption, fuch, upon

the beft Inquiry, do they appear. Yet in addition to this Evi-

dence of Fadls, you yourfelf (hall inftantly give Teftimony

againft yourfelf. Rife, therefore; come hither; anfwer me,

Impoflible you fliould deny your being able to anfwer, through

Ignorance or Inexperience. For the extraordinary Profecutions

in which you have appeared, as in a Tragedy, the principal

Afior J
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A6tor; in which you triumphed even without witnefles, and

which were of fuch Importance as to demand a particular Day

for their Determination, all thefe Circumftances make it ap-

parent that you are a moft formidable Orator. (17)

While the Crimes of -/Efchines are thus numerous, thus atro-

cious, thus abundant in Mifchief, as, I prefiame, you are per-

fedly convinced, yet no other, in my Judgement, is more

flagitious, than that, which I am going to mention, or more

evidently takes him in the very Fad of corruption, and convicts

him of having fet every Thing to fale. When you had deter-

mined to fend again a third Embafly to Philip, upon thofe

pompous and mighty Hopes, which i^fchines had promifed',

you appointed him and me, and in general the fame Ambaf-

fadors. I came forward and inftantly declared upon Oath, I

could not accept the Employment, and while fome were cla-

moroufly tumultuous, and commanded me to go, I pofitively

refufed. iEfchines was appointed by your Decree, but when

the Aficmbly was diffolved, the Ambaffadors met together and

confulted, whom they fhould leave behind them here ; for as

Matters were in fufpence, and the Event uncertain, there were

frequent

(17) He alludes to the extraordinary as if they were only dramatic Peiform-

Profccution of Timarchus, unfupported ances, but in which however he is al-

by Evidence, and founded only upon ge- lowed to have performed a principal

neral Reports of the Impurity of his Life. Character, and to have appeared a very

Jle alludes to the theatrical ProfefTion of powerful Orator. Scholiast.

iEfchines, who treated fuch Profecutions,
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frequent Meetings, ^nd various Rumours among the Populace

in the Town. They were befides extremely apprelieniivc,

that an extraordinary AfTembly might be fuddenly called ; and

that having heard me declare the Truth you might decree the

neceflary Succours to the Phocasans, and Philip might lofe that

Opportunity of deftroying them. Becaufe, if you had only

made a Decree, and given them any the leaft Degree of Hope,

they had been ftill preferved. For it was not, indeed it was

not in the Nature of Things, that Philip, if you had not been

impofed upon, could have fiibfifted in Phocis. Impoflible to

get Supplies of Corn in a Country, uncultivated upon Account

of the War ; and equally impofGble the Importation of it, as

your (hips were ftationed, and Matters of the Sea. Befides,

the Cities of the Phocaeans were numerous, and hardly to be

taken, except in a Length of Time, and by a regular Siege.

If Philip had taken one every Day, yet they were two and

twenty in Number. Upon thefe Accounts therefore they left

^fchines here, that you might not alter the Refolutions you

made, while you were deceived. Yet it was too flagrant,

and greatly liable to Sufpicion, to fwear, without afligning

£bme Caufe, that he was incapable of going. " What do you

reply ? Will you not go to receive the numerous and important

" Advantages, which you have promifed us ? Will you not be

an Ambaflador ?" But it is neceflary, that he fhould remain in

Athens. How then fhall he a<St ? He counterfeits Sicknefs,

Vol. IL I and
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and his Brother, taking Execeftos, the Phylician, with hinij

goes into the Senate-Houfe, makes Oath, that JE{chincs is ill,

and is himfelf appointed. But when the Phocjeans, five or

fix Days afterwards, were utterly deftroyed, and the Wages

of his Perfidy were at an End j he then aded as if feme other

Opportunity of Corruption were offered him. When Der-

cyllus returned from Chalcis, and declared to you in the Aflem-

bly you held in the Pyraeum, that the Phocaeans were deftroyed;

when you, O Men of Athens, upon hearing the News, were

juftly and fenfibly afflidled for their Calamities, and ftruck with

Terrour for yourfelves; when you decreed, that all the Children

and Women fhould be removed out of the open Country into

the City ; that the Frontier-Towns fhould be put into a State

of Defence, the Pyraeum fortified, and the Feftival of Hercules

celebrated within the Walls of Athens ; when our Affairs were

in this Situation; when fuch Confufion, fuch Tumult fpread.

their Terrours through the City, then did this Man of Elo-

quence, and Wifdom, and diftinguifhed for the Sweetnefs of

his Voice, without any Decree either of the Senate or the Peo-

ple, precipitately hurry himfelf into an Embafly to the Perpe-

trator of all thefe Mifchiefs, neither making Account of his

Sicknefs, by which he had fworn himfelf incapable of going,

nor that another Ambaffador had been appointed in his Place,

nor that the Law denounces Death the Punifhment of fuch

Crimes, nor that he had declared (a Circumftance in all its

I Parts

5 "
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Parts abfurd) that the Thebans had fet a Price upon his Head

;

when, belides the Pofleffion of Boeotia, they were Mafters of

the Territories of the Phocseans, even then did he take his

Progrefs into the midft of Thebes, and into the Camp of the

Thebans. But fo entirely was he out of his Senfes, fo totally

immerfed in Bribes and Corruption, that negledling and dc-

fpifing all thefe Confiderations he hurried away.

Although fuch was his Conduct during this Period, yet

far more atrocious were his A(ftions after his Arrival in Mace-

donia. For while you, and the whole People of Athens ef-

teemed the Sufferings of the miferable Phocsans fo fevere, fo

full of Wretchednefs, that you neither fent any of your Senators

to the Pythian Games, nor the Perfons, ufually appointed

to regulate them; while you deferted thele Solemnities, fo

much honoured by your Anceftors, this Man went to thofe

triumphal Feafts, which the Thebans and Philip celebrated

with Sacrifices for their Succefs, and the Conclufion of the

War. He was Partaker of thofe Libations, which Philip per-

formed, and thofe Vows, which he pronounced upon tlie

Deflrudlbn of the Cities, Territories, and Arms of our Conie-

derates. He was crowned with Philip; he fung with him the

Paean of Vidlory, and drank with him in Familiarity and

Friendfhip. Nor is it pofTible, that we fhould differ in the Re-

prefentation of thefe Fads. His Oath is ftill prefer\'ed in the

I 2 Temple
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Temple of the Mother of the Gods among your Records, over

which a public Guardian is appointed ; and the Decree, which

was made upon the Occafion of his refuiing this Embafly, is

there accurately written. With Regard to his ConduA in Ma-

cedonia, his Colleagues, and other Pcrfons, who are here pre-»

fent, will give Evidence againft him; they, who have given

me this Information, for I was not of the Embafiy, but dif-

charged myfelf by Oath of the Office. Now read me the De-

cree and the Record; then call the Witnefles.

The Decree. The Record. The Witnesses.

But what Prayers do you imagine did Philip make to the

Gods, when he performed his Libations ? what did the Thebans

make? Did they not pray for Strength in War; for Victory to

themfelves and their Confederates, and the contrary to thofe of

of the Phocasans? -ffifchines therefore joined in thefe Prayers,

and denounced againft his Country thofe Imprecations, which

it is your Duty now to retort upon his Head. He went to

Macedonia in Violation of the Law, which pronounces Death

upon fuch an Offence, and when he had arrived there, he was

apparently guilty of fuch Crimes, as merit other Deaths. His

Adions before he went, and his Condu<5t during his Embafiy

niigiit execute the Sentence of Death upon him, with the

flridefl Juftice.

Let
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Let it be therefore your Care, that the Punifliment you

denounce upon him may be adequate to fuch Crimes. For

were it not the higheft Degree of Turpitude, O Men of Athens,

after you have pubHcly and univerfally condemned the confe-

quences of this Peace, and refufed to participate in the Decrees

of the Amphidyons ; when you have held Philip in Deteftation,

and fufpeded him, as if all his Adions wctq impious and

cruel; unjuft in themfelves, and to you moft injurious, yet

when you have entered this Court of Judicature to pronounce

Sentence upon the Accounts laid before you concerning thefe

Tranfadlions; when you have taken an Oath to judge accord-

ing to the Interefts of the Republic, were it not the utmoft

Degree of Turpitude, that the Author of all thefe Mifchiefs,

whom you have openly furprifed in the very Perpetration of

them, fhould be acquitted ? Will not our other Citizens, or

rather will not the Grecians in general, when they behold you

angry with Philip, who by making Peace in the midft ofWar,

and by purchafmg the AfUftance of thofe, who are accuftomed

to fell their Abilities, does a Thing which really admits of

much Excufe, will they not juftly blame you, if you after-

wards acquit this Man, who hath bafely betrayed your Interefts

;

efpecially while there are Laws in being, that appoint the laft

Punifliment for fuch Crimes?

Bur-



62 ORATIONSOF
But perhaps they may urge it as an Objedlion, that it will

be the Beginning of another Quarrel with Philip, if you fhould

condemn the Ambafladors, who concluded the Peace. If this

Objedion be juft, I cannot conceive it pofTible to accufe iEf-

chines of a greater Crime. Becaufe, if PhiHp, who gave

Money, that he might obtain a Peace, be now become fo

formidable and powerful, that you muft no longer regard your

Oaths, or the Juftice of this Trial, but only confider with

your beft Attention in what Manner you may oblige him, what

Punifhment, proportioned to their Crimes, can they fufFer, who

have been the Authors of thefe Calamities ? On the contrary,

I think I can demonftrate, that their Condemnation, if we

may form our Judgement upon Conjedures, will be rather

a Beginning of an advantageous Friendftiip with Philip. For

be moft alTured, he does not, O Men of Athens, defpife your

Republic; nor, becaufe he thought you lefs ufeful to him than

the Thebans, has he therefore preferred their Alliance to yours;

but he hath been well inftrufted by your Ambafladors, and

hath heard what I have formerly declared to you in your Af-

femblies, and what they never contradided, " that the People

*' are one meer confuflon ; a Thing of all others moft inconftant

*' and faithlefs; that as the Waves are agitated in the Ocean, (i 8)

« fo

(i8) Wolfius reads ttviv/jcx, the Winds and Beauty of the Comparifon feems to

are agitated in the Ocean, But the Force confift in comparing the Agitation of the

People
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** (6 one Man comes, another goes, but none are anxious for

" the Public, or even remember it : that he fhould therefore

" gain fome particular Friends among you conftantly to fup-

* port his Interefts, and according to his good Pleafure diredl

** your Adminiftration: that if he fucceeded in this Point, he

" might eafily obtain from you whatever he defired." Yet

in my Opinion, if he had heard, that the Perfons, who talked

to him in this Manner, had been inftantly crucified, when they

returned hither, he would have adled like the Perfian Monarch.

" How did he aft ?" Having beenimpofed upon by Timagorasj

and given him, as it is reported, forty Talents, yet when he

was informed that Timagoras was put to Death by your Order,

and that he was neither able to fave his own Life, nor to exe-

cute the Promifes he had made him, he was convinced, he had

given his Money to a Man, who had but little Authority in

your Affairs. From whence, although he had reduced Amphi-

polis, a City under your Jurifdidion, to his Obedience, yet

he enrolled it, when Timagoras was condemned, among the

Cities, with which he maintained a Confederacy and Alliance,

nor did he ever give Money to any Athenian Citizen afterwards.

(19) In the fame Manner would Philip then have adted, if he

had

People in going to and from their Af- Return, he was accufed, and found giiil-

femblies, to rhat of the VVaves approach- ty, not of Corruption only, butofprof-

ing to, and rolling from the Shore. Thus tituting the Honour of lils Country by

the Integrity o'i the Metaphor, according doing Homage to the Perfian, contrary

to the Language of Critics, is preferved. to the Cuftoms of Greece. He was ca-

(19) The Athenians had fent Tima- pitally condemned,

goras Ambafladorto Arcaxerxes. At his
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had feen any one of thefe Traitors punifhed, as he deferved.

Even now, if he faw them punifhed, he would a6t in the fame

Manner. But when he hears them haranguing in your Afiem-

bHes; fees them honoured by you, and accufing others, what

fhould he endeavour to do? Shall he expend greater Sums, when

lefs will be fufficient? Shall he cultivate the Friendfhip

of a whole People, when that of two or three Perfons will an-

fwer his Purpofe? He then were mad indeed. Neither was

Philip inclined to any public A£l of Beneficence towards the

Thebans ; far otherwife; but he was influenced by their Ambaf-

fadors ; in what Manner influenced, I will inform you.

There came an Embafly to him from Thebes at the very

Time, when, by your appointment, we arrived at Macedonia.

Philip ofi*ered them Money, and, as they reported, in very confi-

derable Sums, which they refufed to accept. He afterwards,

drinking with them at a certain Sacrifice and Entertainment,

and treating them with exceeding Afiability, among many

other Prefents gave them fome Prifoners, with other Spoils of

War, untill at length he prefented them with the Gold and Silver

Cups, in which he drank to them. Thefe they refufed, nor

proftituted their Integrity. At laft, Philon, one of the Am-
bafladors, addrefled him, O Men of Athens, in a Speech well

worthy of being pronounced, not by a Theban, but an Athe-

nian Ambaflador. (20) He aflured him, that he faw with

Pleafure

(20) A People, who could join with Liberties of Greece, were unworthy of
Philip againft the general Interefts and fuch a Speech, or the Generofity of fuch
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Pleafure and Gratitude the Generoiity and Humanity, with

which he treated them ; but that they were already his Friends,

and engaged to him by the Rites of Hofpitality, even without

thefe Prefents; that they earneftiy wifhed he would transfer

this Generoiity to the Affairs of their Republic, which were

then before him; that he would do Something worthy of him-

felf, and of the Thebans, and then, they promifed, that both

their whole Commonwealth, and they themfelves fhould be de -

voted to him for ever.

Now confider, what Confequences, with regard to the The-

bans and to you, attended the condud of thefe Amballadors,

and then behold of what Importance it is never to fell the Inte-

refts of our Country. Firft, they obtained a Peace, when

miferably labouring under the Calamities of War, and finking

beneath the Weight; then the utter Extirpation of their Ene-

mies, the Phocaeans, and the total Subverfion of their Walls

and Cities. Were thefe the only Advantages ? No, by the

Gods. Orchomenus, Coronea, Corii», TilphofTieura, were

added to thefe, with as much as they delired of the Phoccean

Territories. Thefe Benefits the Thebans gained by the Peace,

nor could they wifli for greater. But their Ambaffadors ?

What Advantages did they gain? Nothing, except their hav-

VoL. II. , K ing

Sentiments. An unufual Speflacle, fays Athenians the Sentiments of Thebans.

the SchoUall, to fee the Thebans aflum- The Orator was Theban ; the Oration

ing the Charadler of Athenians, and was of Athens.
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ing obtained fuch BlefTings for their Country. But lovely, O
Men of Athens, and honourable, to have obtained fuch Bleflings

for their Country, according to the Computation of Virtue and

of Glory, which your Ambaffadors bartered away for Money.

Let us now compare the mutual Advantages, which the

Athenian Republic and her Ambaffadors have received from

the Peace. Then consider whether there be any Refemblance

between them. The Republic therefore hath made a general

Ceflion of all her Dominions, and Confederates; hath given

an Oath to Philip, that you fhall oppofe whoever prefumes

to preferve them to her ; that whoever fhall attempt to reftore

them fhall be declared an Enemy, while he, who hath depri-

ved her of them, fliall be deemed a Confederate and Ally.

Thefe are the Conditions, to which iEfchines confented, and

which his Coadjutor Philocrates decreed. But when I had

gained fome Superiority over them in the firft Day's Debate,

and had perfuaded you to ratify the Decree of the Confederates,

and to call Philip's Ambafladors into the Aflembly, -^fchines,.

having adjourned the Debate to the Day following, prevailed

on you to adhere to the Refolution propofed by Philocrates,

in which thefe Conditions were written, and many others yet

more enormous. Such were the Confequences, that have re-

fulted to the Public from the Peace, nor is it eafy to find many

others more diflionourable. But your Ambafladors, who

coil-

I
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concluded this Peace? What have they gained? All other

Particulars, which you yourfelves have feen, their Buildings,

their Importation of Timber and Corn from Macedonia, I fhall

pafs over in Silence, and only mention their Pofleffions and

numerous Eftates in the Territories of your ruined Confederates,

which annually produce a Talent to Philocrates, and to JECt

chines thirty Min^e. Is it not then flagitious, O Men of A-

thens, and miferable, that the Calamities of your Allies fhould

be made an Income to your AmbafTadors, and that the very

fame Peace fhould produce to the Republic, which fent thefe

AmbafTadors, the Deftrudion of their Confederates, the Ruin

of their Dominions, and Infamy inflead of Glory, yet to the

AmbafTadors themfelves, who have thus injured their Republic,

it fhould have wrought out Revenues, Eftates, PofTefTions, and

Riches, inftead of the extremeft Indigence. In Proof of theie

AfTertions, call me the Olynthian Witnefles.

The Witnesses.

I fhall not wonder, if ^Efchines fhould dare to aflert, that

it was impoflible to obtain an honourable Peace, and fuch as

I demand, becaufe our Generals had unhappily conduced the

War. If he gives this Reafon, I conjure you by the Gods to

afk him, whether he went Ambaflador from Athens, or any

other Republic. If from any other, which he will declare was

victorious in War, and pofTefled of able Generals, then indeed

K 2 he
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he had fome Right to take Money; but if from Athens,

\vhence is he thus openly convided of having received Prefents

on thofe very Conditions, upon which the State, that fent

him, yielded up her own Pofieflions? For certainly the Re-

public, and the Ambaffadors fhe fends, fliould obtain the fame

Ad\antages, if Juftice were in any Meafure obferved. Then

confider, whether the Phocaeans had a greater Superiority over

the Thebans in the late War, or Philip over the Athenians ?

I am confcious of the Superiority of the Phocaeans over the

Thebans, for they were Mafters of Orchomenus, Coronea,

Tilphoffceum ; they recovered their Troops out of Neofis ; kil-

led two hundred and feventy Thebans at Hedylaeum; ereded

a Trophy; gained a Vidlory over their Cavalry, and even an

Iliad of Misfortunes furrounded the Thebans. To you nothing

of this Kind ever happened, and may it never happen. This

was the fevereft Circumftance in your War againft Philip, that

you were unable to hurt him, whenever you pleafed, but you

were perfedlly void of all Apprehenfion of being injured by him.

Whence therefore hath it come to pafs, that, from the very

(Imie Peace, the Thebans, fo greatly inferior in the War,

iliould both preferve their own, and get PofTeflion of their Ene-

my's Dominions, while every Thing, which you Athenians

preferved during the War, was loft by the Peace? Becaufe their

. Ambaffadors never betrayed their Interefts, and yours were fold

by
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by thefe Traitors. For that they were really fold, yo\i will

be better convinced by what followed. (21)

When the Peace vv-as finally concluded, that Peace which

Philocratcs propofed, and ^Efchines fupported; when Philip's

Ambafladors were departed, having received your Oaths ; when

the Wounds we received by their Condu6t, were not yet wholly

incurable, except that the Peace was inglorious, and unworthy

of the Commonwealth (and yet in Recompenceof this Infamy

we were to expedl fome marvellous Advantages) even then I re-

quefted, and advifed them to fail with the utmoft Expedition

to the Hellefpont ; not to negledt any Opportunity, nor to fufFer

Philip to take PoiTeffion, in the intermediate Time, (22) of any

Places in that Country. For I was perfedly convinced, that

whatever is neglecfted in the Negotiations after a War, is loft

for ever; becaufe no Power, that hath been perfuaded to con-

clude a Peace upon the general State of their Affairs, will after-

wards renew the War to recover the particular Intercfts they

have negledted, but all Parties will continue to hold what they

have taken. Befides, the Republic, I imagined, could not

have

(21) A Line of the Original is here the NecefTity of the Context, it hath been

left untranflated. The Reader will per- omitted.

haps think it Negligence or Forgetful- (22) Between the Conckifion of the

jiefs. He may find in Do6lor Taylor's Peace on the Side of the Athenians, and

Edition upon what Authority, befides the Ratification of it by the Oaths of

Philip and his Confederates. Scholiast.
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have failed of gaining two very confiderable Advantages, if we

had gone by Sea. For being prefent ourfelves, and requiring

Philip's Oath according to your Decree, he would either have

reftored the Places he had taken from the Commonwealth, and

not invaded any other, or if he had adled otherwife, we might

have inftantly returned hither to inform you ; that being convin-

ced of his Rapacioufnefs and Perfidy in thefe diftant, and lefs

confiderable Inftances, you might not have abandoned your

nearer, and more important Interefts, I mean the Phocsans

and ThermopylcE. Becaufe, if he had not feized upon thofe

Streights ; if you had not been deceived, your Affairs had been

all in perfect Security, and he had chearfully complied with

your juft Demands. Nor did I without Reafon imagine thefe

Confequences would follow. For if the Phoc^ans had conti-

nued, as at that Time they were, in Safety, and pofi!efi!ed of

Thermopylas, Philip would not have threatened you with any

Terrors, that could have prevented your afferting your rightful

Claims. He could neither have marched by Land, nor was he

powerful enough by Sea, to enter the Territories of Attica,

while you could have inftantly, if he had refufed you the Juft-

ice you demanded, fliut up his Ports, and again have reduced

him, as if he were befiegcd, to the Extremity of Penury, and

a Want of Provifions. He was therefore obliged, not you, to

aft in Compliance with the Utilities of Peace. That I do not

invent thefe Fads, or fafhion them upon what hath fince hapr-

pened,
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pened, but that I was fenfible of them at the Inftant, and in

my -concern for you, forefavv and told them to thefe Ambaffa-

dors, you will be convinced by what I am going to relate.

When there no longer remained any AiTembly to be called (the

Days of convening them being already paft) when your Ambaf-

fadors were not yet departed, but here wafted away their Time,

I propofed a Decree in the Senate (the People having given that

Power to the Senate) that the Embafly fhould depart with the

utmoft Expedition, and that Proxenus, your General, ihould

give them convoy to wherever he heard Philip refided. I pub-

licity inferted in the Decree the very Words, which I now re-

peat. Take and read it.

The Decree.

Thus I obliged them to leave Athens extremely againft their

Inclinations, as by their Condudl afterwards you will clearly

perceive. But when we arrived at Oreum, and had a Confer-

ence with Proxenus, negledling the fhorter Paftage by Sea, and

the Execution of your Orders, they travelled, as it were, in a

Circle, and before we entered Macedonia, we confumed three

and twenty Days. All the reft we indolently waited at Pella,.

before Philip arrived, wliich, added to thofe of our Journey^

amounted to not lefs than fifty. In this Interval, Philip con-

quered and reduced Dorifcus and Thrace, with all its fortifiej

Towns ; the facred Mountain, and every other Place of Impor-

tance,.
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tance, even during the Negotiations for Peace, while I urged

a thoufand Reafons, and perpetually exclaimed, again ft their

Condu6l. Firft, as laying my own Opinion openly before the

Public; next, as inftru6ting the ignorant, and laftly, as decla-

ring without Fear or Diffimulation, my Sentiments with regard

to thefe Traitors, thefe moft unhallowed of Mankind. But

he who publickly contradided thefe Declarations; who oppo-

fed whatever I faid, and you decreed, was ^S^fchines ; but whe-

ther his Conduft was agreeable to all his Colleagues, you fhall

inftantly be informed. I neither mention any of them with

Blame, nor accufe them; neither is it abfolutely neceffary, that

any of them fhould be this Day compelled to appear an honeft

Man, but by his own free Choice, and his avoiding all Com-

munication with fuch Crimes.

That thefe Adions are full of Turpitude, and moft flagi-

tious, and not committed for nothing, you have all beheld;

yet who were Partakers in the Guilt, the Fads thcmfelves will

difcover. But in the Name of Jupiter, during all the Time

they confumed at Pel la, did they either receive the Oaths of

Philip's Confederates, or in any other Inftance ad: as they ought?

Far otherwife. Having been abfent from Athens three whole

Months, and received a thoufand Drachmas from you for their

Subfiftcnce (a Sum, which no other State ever gave) they nei-

ther, in their Journey to Macedonia, nor in their return hither,

ever
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ever received Philip's Oath, or that of his Confederates, but in

a public Tavern on the Road, oppofite to the Temple of Caf-

torand Pollux, if any of you hath ever been at Pheree, he

will underftand me, there were the Oaths adminiftered, when

Philip was on his March againfl: the Phocsans, inglorioufly ad-

miniftered O Men of Athens, and in a Manner mofl: unworthy

of your Dignity. Yet Philip efteemed it of higheft importance,

to tranfact the Affair in this Manner. For when his Penfioners

here were unable to obtain your Decree for a Peace, as they at

firft attempted, " in Exclufion of the Alenfes and Phocicans;"

when Philocrates was compelled by you to leave out that Claufe,

and openly to infert " the Athenians and Allies of the Atheni-

ans," Philip could not confent, that this Oath fliould be taken

by any of his Confederates; becaufe they might have refufed

to aflift him with their Forces in making thofe Conquefls, in

your Dominions, which he now enjoys, and might have pre-

tended the Obligation of their Oaths. Neither was he willing

they fliould be Witneffes of the Promifes, by which he obtained

the Peace; nor that it fhould be univerfally apparent, that

not the Republic of Athens was conquered, but that Philip

Vol. II. L was

(23) All thefe Circumft.inces are urged not in the Obfcurity and Profanenefs of
with great Spirit. The Ambafladors a Tavern. " But perhaps this laft Cir-

fhould have gone diredlJy to Philip : they " cumftance was unavoidable. There
indolently waited until he had tinilhed " was no Temple near them." Yes

;

his Conquefts in Thrace, and was now the Temple of Caftor and Pollux. Per-

marching to the Deftrudion of Phocis. fons, who were on the Spot, fhall witnefs

They fhould have tendered him the Oaths it. Scholiast.
either in his Camp, or in a Temple j
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was earneftly defirous of Peace, and by numberlefs Promiies

obtained it from the Athenian People. That thefe Circum-

flances, which I have mentioned, might not be publickly

known, he thought proper, that your Ambailadors fhould not

go any where from Pella, and they gratified him in every

Thing, even to Oftentation, and moft exceeding Flattery. If

they fhall therefore be convided of all thefe Crimes; of vainly

confuming their Time; negleding Thrace; never ading in

Obedience to your Decrees, or for the Intereft of the Republic,

and of bringing Falfehoods hither, how is it poflible, that by

wife and upright Judges, who are willing religioufly to keep

their Oaths inviolable, that ever thefe Men fhould be acquitted?

In Proof of what I afiert, read, firft the Decree, direding us in

what Manner to require the Oaths of Philip's Confederates;

next his Letters ; then the Decree of Philocrates, and laftly the

Rcfolutions ofyour own Aflembly.

The Decrees. The Letters.

To make it evident, that we fhould have found Philip in the

Heliefpont, if they had been perfuaded by me, or had aded

according to their Inftrudions in your Decree, call the Wit-

nefTes, who were prefent.

The Witnesses.

Now read that other Teflimony, which appears in Philip's

Anfwer
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Anlwer to Euclides, when he was fent to him after the Con-

queft of Thrace and Cherfobleptes. (24)

The Testimony.

To be convinced, that it is impoffible for them to deny their

having aded in thefe Inftances for PhiHp's Advantage, Hften

to me. When we went upon our firft Embafly to negotiate a

Peace, you fent an Herald before us to demand the Faith of

Nations for our Security. As foon therefore as they arrived at

Oreum, they neither waited for the Herald, nor wafted a Mo-

ment of their Time, but although Alus was invefted, they en-

tered it by Sea, and from thence went to Parmenio, who be-

fieged it; then paffed through the Enemy's Army toPagaf^, and

advancing on their Journey met the Herald at Larifla. With

fuch Diligence and Solicitude did they travel. Yet afterwards

in Time of profound Peace, when they might have gone in

perfed: Security; when your Orders required their utmoft

L 2 Expe-

(24) When the Athenians heard, that went, but when he is apprehenfive of

Cherfobleptes was driven out of his Do- being fufpeiSted as a Partner in their Guilt,

minions, they fent Euclides to Philip to then they arrived at Oreum ; they neither

remonftrate againft his Conduft. The waited for the Herald, nor, i^c. Per-

Monarch anfwered, he was not informed haps Demofthenes never thought of fuch

by their Ambafiadors that the Peace was Refinements, which feem to have fome-

concluded, and had therefore a Right to what too trivial for his Cliarader. In

purfue his Conqueflrs. Scholiast, general, his natural Impetuofity frequently

(25) The Scholiafl: here defires his throws him into thefe Diforders, which

Readers to remark the Expreflions in pur Critics fhould not be too careful to

thefe Sentences. Our Orator fets out with correft.

his Colleagues upon his Embafly, we
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Expedition, then they travelled with not too much Alacrity,

nor ever thought of going by Sea. Whence this Difference?

Becaufe, an immediate Peace was then extremely neceffary to

Philip's Affairs, but now to confume as much Time as they

poffibly could, before they required his Oath, was of equal ad-

vantage. In Proof of thefe Fads, read me this Teftimony.

The Testimony.

Is it then pofTible, that ever Men fliould be more clearly

convi6led of perpetually a6ling in Favour of Philip, than thofe,

who, when Hafte was moft neceffary to your Affairs, fat down

in Indolence ; but when their going before the Herald was by

no means convenient, then preffed forward with their utmoft

Expedition ?

But while we ftaid thus indolently at Pella, behold, what

Employment each of us chofe for himfelf. Mine was to find out

Prifoners, and to ranfom them at my own Expence ; to implore

Philip, inftead of the Prefents of Hofpitality, which he offered

us, to give them their Liberty. In what Manner iEfchines

fpent his Time, you fhall hear immediately. " But really

" what was his Employment?" To engage Philip to make

Prefents in common to us all. For you fhould not be ignorant,

that he had feparately made Trial of our Integrity, fending

privately to each of us, and offering, O Men ofAthens, indeed

large
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large Sums of Gold. But when he was difappointed in one

particular Perfon (for I ought not to name myfelf, but let my

Adions and the Fads themfelves declare me) he imagined, that

all would inftantly receive without Scruple whatever was offered

publickly to all, and that they, who had privately fold them-

felves, would be perfedlly fecure, if we joined in receiving even

the flighted Prefents in common. Thefe were the true Rea-

fons of his offering, although the Pretence was Hofpitality.

When I prevented this Projedl from taking Effed, they once

more refumed their Deliberations. Afterwards, when I en-

treated Philip to expend thefe Prefents upon the Prifoners, and

he could neither handfomely difcover their Secret, by acknow-

ledging, that this, or any other Ambaiiador had already re-

ceived fuch or fuch Sums, nor yet avoid the Expence, he con-

fented to my Requeft, but eluded the Performance of it by pro-

miling to give them their Liberty at the Feftival of Minerva.

Read the Depodtions of Apollophanes, and afterwards thofe of

others, who were prefent.

The Depositions»

I Shall now inform you how many Prifoners I redeemed.

While we waited at Pella before Philip's arrival, fome of them,

who had given Security for their Ranfom, diftrufting, as I ima-

gine, the Poffibility of perfuading Philip to give them their Li-

berty, declared they would ranfom themfelves, nor be under

any
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any Obligation to Philip, and therefore borrowed upon Ufury,

this Man three Minae, another five, and others according to

the different Conditions, upon which they could purchafe their

Freedom. But when Philip promifed he would fet the reft at

Liberty, I called the People together to whom I had lent Mo-

ney, and having informed them of the Manner, in which I

had aded, that they might not appear to have fuffered by their

Impatience, or that the poor Men fliould not be obliged out

of their own little Fortunes to purchafe their Freedom, while

the reft had Hopes of being fet at Liberty by Philip, I remitted

to them the Price of their Ranfom, both Principal and Inte-

reft. (26) Read thefe Depofitions.

The Depositions.

Such were the Sums I remitted, and gave to thefe unhappy

Citizens. When ^fchines therefore ftiall afk, " if then, De-

*' mofthenes, you were convinced by my defending Philocrates,

" that we fhould not a6t with Integrity, why did you again

" join with us in the Embafly for demanding Philip's Oath,

" and not fvvear yourfelf incapable of going?" Remember to

make him this Anfwer ; becaufe I had promifed to releafe thefe

PrI-

(26) The Terms our Author ufes in he afterwards makes them a Prefent of

this little Hiftory are managed with much their Ranfom, he then mentions both

Delicacy. At firft, the Prifoners take Principal and Intereft, as a Proof of his

up Money upon llfury, tSoivei^ovTo. Liberality ; 'iSuKtx iu^Buu tu Xut^x.

When he fpeaks of himfelf, he lends them Scholiast.

Money, £%fi7(ra to ct^yvpiov ; but when
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Prifoners ; to carry them Money for their Ranfom, and preferve

them, to the utmoft of my Power. It were therefore highly

criminal to break my Faith, and abandon our Citizens in their

Mifery. But to have wandered about the Country in a private

Charadler, by retufing the Embafly, was neither honourable,

nor without Danger; and may I perifli inftantly, and come to

an untimely End, if I did not confent to be an Ambaflador only

with an Intention of preferving our Citizens ; or if ever I pur-

pofed to join with my Colleagues in receiving thefe immoderate

Sums of Money. " But the Proof" When in our third Em-

bafly, you twice appointed me an Ambaflador, I twice refu-

fed, and during our other Journey conftantly oppofed them.

Your Affairs, when I had any Authority in the Embafly, were

thus conduced for your Intereft, but when they, by having a

Majority of Votes, undertook the diredrion of them, they were

every where ruined : and yet they would have been fuccefsful,

if my Advice had any Influence. Neither am I fo miferably

infatuated, or fo fenfelels, as to have given away my own For-

tune for your Service, while I beheld others receiving large

Sums from Philip, yet not have endeavoured to do whatever

might have been done without Expence, and with greater Ad-

vantage to the Republic. Indeed, O Men of Athens, I fliould

have endeavoured it with Earneftnefs, but I imagine, they

would have had a greater Superiority over me, if I had gone in

that Embafly. (27)
Now

(27 j By the Majority of Suffrages.

8
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Now behold in what Manner -^fchines and Philocrates aded

durinfT this Period, for their Adions will be better feen, when

fet in Oppofition to each other. Firft, they declared that the

Phocccans, Alenfes, and Cherfobleptes fliould not be included in

the Articles of Peace. This they did in Contradidion to yonr

Decree, and the Affurances they themfelvcs had given you.

They afterwards attempted to invalidate and alter the Decree,

by which we were appointed Ambaffadors. Then they inferted

the Cardians in the Treaty, as Philip's Confederates, and de-

termined not to fend you my Letters, but fent their own, with

not one Syllable of Truth. Yet the generous ^fchines decla-

red, that I had promifed Philip to deftroy your Democracy,

becaufe I blamed their Condud, not only conceiving it infa-

mous in itfelf, but apprehenfwe of my being involved with them

in one common Ruin. Yet ^Efchines never ceafed from having

his private Conferences with Philip. Other Inftances I pafs

over in Silence, but Dercyllus, not I, obferved him one Night

at Pher£e, and having this Slave of mine with him, furprifed

him going out of Philip's Tent, and ordered the Slave to tell

me, and to remember it himfelf. In fine, this abandoned and

fhamelefs Traitor was Night and Day, when we were difmilTed,

left alone with Philip. To prove the Truth of what I affirm,

I will infert my own Teftimony in the public Records, and

fubfcribe my Name to it, under the Penalty of any future Pro-

fecution.
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fecution. (28) I will tlien fummon each of die Ambafllidors,

and compel them either to give Evidence of thefe Fads, or to

perjure themfelves. If they are perjured I fhall manifeftly con-

vict them in your Prefence.

You have now beheld by what Villainies and Difficulties,

I was opprefTed during our Embafly. (29) For what Crimes

do you imagine, did they commit at Fella, while they were

near Philip, who was conftantly giving, if they dare adl in this

Manner, even in your Prefence, who are able to reward, or

punifh ? But I fhall now recapitulate the Articles of this Ac-

cufation from the Beginning, that it may appear Ihavepundlu-

ally executed the Promife I made in the opening of this Oration.

I have demonftrated by the Evidence of Fa6ls, not of Words,

that i^fchines never made you one true report, but always de-

ceived you. I have demonftrated, that he was the Occafion of

your refufi.ng to hear me declare the Truth, having taken Pof-

feffion of you by Promifes and Aflurances ; that he advifed you

in every thing diredly contrary to your Interefts; that he oppo-

fed your including your Confederates in the Articles of the

Vol. II. M Peace,

(28) It feems extraordinary, that the ever afterward$ be profecuted for Perjury

Profecutor fliould be allowed to give or Prevjrrication. Scholiast.

Evidence againft the Perfon he accufed. (29) It is probable, that the Ambal-

'J o lay fome Reftraint however upon a fadors, whom he ordered to be fummon-

Piiviiege fo liable to be abufed, he was ed, had either refilled to give Evidence,

obliged to deliver his Teftimony in or gaveit with Rudenels and Keludanre.

Writing, which v a: bid up among the Scholiast. Wolfu s.

public Records, and upon which he might
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Peace, and defended the Caufe of Philocrates ; that he wafted

away the Time, untill it was impoftible for you, however de-

termined, to march to the relief of the Phocasans; that he com-

mitted many other, and atrocious Crimes during our Journey

;

betraying, felHng every thing, receiving Bribes, nor leaving any

one Kind of Villainy unattempted. I have therefore demon-

ftrated what I promifed at the Beginning.

Now confider what followed ; for the Remainder of this O-

ration will be perfedlly fimple. You have fworn to decree ac-

cording to the Laws, the Refolutions of the People, and thole

of the Senate. Yet ^fchines appears to have ever ad:ed through

the whole EmbafTy in Contradidion to thefe Laws, thefe De-

crees, and to every Sentiment of Juftice. He muft therefore,

by wife and upright Judges, be certainly condemned. Were

he guilty of no other Crime, two of his Adlions were fufficient

to pronounce Sentence of Death upon him ; for he betrayed

not only the Phoceeans, but Thrace, to Philip, although it

were impollible to fhew two Places in the World of more im-

portance to the Republic, than Thermopylae by Land, and the

Hellefpont by Sea; both ofwhich hebafely fold, and ruinoufly,

with regard to your Interefts, delivered into the Hands of Phi-

lip. How flagitious, therefore, was the Crime, even without

any other, to abandon Thrace, and its Fortreffes? A thou-

land Inftances might be given of Perfons put to Death by your

Order
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Order for fuch Crimes ; neither were it difficult to prove, what

confiderable Fines you have laid upon others, all of whom, I

might venture to affirn-v, lefs injured the Republic, than iEfchines

alone. But in thofe Days, O Men of Athens, you rationally-

guarded againft Danger ; you forefaw and prevented it ; but

now, except the very Day's Diilrefs difturb you ; except Ibme

prefent Afflidion grieve you, every Thing elfe you treat with

Contempt. Then here you publifli fome ineffedual Decrees,

" that Philip fhould adminifter the Oaths to Cherfobleptes

;

*' that he himfelf fhould never enter into the Council of the

" Amphidyons ; that the Articles of Peace fhould be amended."

Yet none of thefe Decrees had been neceflary, if iEfchines had

confented to have failed to the Hellelpont, and then performed

his Duty, as an AmbafTador. But whatever they might have

faved by going by Sea, he totally loft by commanding them to

travel by Land ; and whatever might have been gained by

Truth, he loft by lying. Yet he will grievoufly lament, as I

am informed, that he alone, of all our Orators, fhould be fub-

jed:ed to render an Account of his Harangues to the People.

I fhall not mention with how much Juftice every one, who

fpeaks in Public, if he fpoke for Money, fhould be anfvverable

for what he fays ; but this I affirm, that if ^Efchines, in his

private Charader, hath committed Errors and Miftakes, you

fliould not inquire too curioufly ; but acquit him
;
pardon him.

But as an Ambafiador, if he hath induftrioufly deceived you

M 2 for
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for his Hire, do not acquit him ; do not fuffer him to aflert,

" that it is unjuft to fubjed him to a Trial for Words." What

other Account, except that of Words, can you receive from

your Ambafiadors? They are not intrufted with the Command

of Fleets, or Armies, or Fortreiles. No Man commits any

Thing of this Kind to an AmbafTador ; nothing but the Power

of fpeaking, and the Management of Conjun6lures. If he,

therefore, has not deprived the Republic of any favourable

Occafions of acling, he hath committed no Crime ; if he did

deprive her of them, he is moft criminal. If the Reports,

which he brought home, were true, or advantageous to the

Commonwealth, let him be acquitted j if falfe and proceeding

from Corruption, and difadvantageous, let him be condemned

:

becaufe nothing is capable of doing you a greater Injury than

the Man, who reports a political Fahehood. If the Admini-

ftration ot a State depends upon the Orations of its Minifters,

how can it pofTibly, if they utter Untruths, be preferved in

Safety ? Or when, to earn the Prefents they have received,

they fpcak for the Advantage of your Enemies, fhall you not be

in extreme Danger ? Neither is it an equal Crime in an Oli-

garchy or Monarchy to rob them of thefe favourable Conjunc-

tures for adting, as in a Democracy, like yours. The Differ-

ence is not inconnderable. Becaufe in thofe Forms of Po-

lity, I imagine every Thing is with the utmoft Expedition

carried into Execution by Command of Government j but in

your
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your Democracy, it is neceffary, firft, that the Senate fliould

hear and determine upon every Meafure ; and this the cufto-

mary Proceeding, when an Edidl is pubhfhed, either for fend-

ing abroad your own AmbaiTadors, or hearing thofe of other

States. Thefe Forms, however, are not always obferved. Then

an Afiembly is to be convened, upon the Days appointed by

Law, and afterwards they, who give you the moft falutary

Counfels, are obHged to conquer, and maintain a Superiority

over thofe, who, either through Ignorance, or a MaHgnity of

Spirit, enter into Oppofition. In Addition to all thefe Delays,

after the Meafure hath been deliberated upon, and hath ap-

peared advantageous, fome Time muft neceflarily be allowed

to the Indigence of the Multitude, that they may procure the

NecelTaries they want, and carry your Decrees into Execution.

Whoever therefore takes from fuch a Government as yours

thefe ftated Times, does not really take away the Opportuni-

ties for adling, no, but even the very Meafures themfelves.

Although the Perfons, who purpofe to deceive you, have

always this Objedlion ready, " thefe Difturbers of the City

" hinder Philip from doing Ads of Benevolence to the Com-
*' monwealth," yet, I fhall return them no Anfwer, but only

read Philip's Letters to you, and delire you to recoiled: the

particular Occafions, in every one of which you have been de-

ceived, to convince you, that Philip, while he was deceiving

you.
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youj repeated, even to Satiety, his own cold Expreilion, " even

" to Satiety." (30)

The Letters.

Yet ^fchines, after having committed Co many Adlions

in his Embaily, thus full of Turpitude ; thus contrary to your

Interefts, now goes about exclaiming, " What can be faid of

" Demoflhenes, who accufes his Colleagues?" Whether wil-

ling, or unwilling, by the Gods, I muft accufe ; for during

our whole Journey you attempted every Villainy againfl: me,

and I have now only the Choice between appearing a Partner

of fuch Crimes, or an Accufer. I therefore declare, I never

adled as your Colleague in our Embafly, and that you were

guilty of many flagitious Offences, while I confulted, to the

utmoft of my Power, the Welfare of the Republic. Philo-

crates was your Colleague ; you and Phrynon were his Col-

leagues, for your Adlions were always the fame, and you all

approved of the fame Counfels. " But where are the common

'' Rights of Hofpitality ; of our Entertainments ; of our Li-

" bations ?" Thus he wanders about, exclaiming in the Spirit

of Tragedy, as if, not the Perfons, who aded in Violation

of

(30) The very learned and ingenious to Satiety. The Tranflator therefore.

Defter Markland imagines this cold Ex- befides the Probability of the Conjeihire

prefTion even to Satiety had been ufed by itfelf, is not meanly fupperted by fucli

Philip in his Letters, in which he had an Authority,

promifed to facisfy the Athenians, even
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of their Duty, but they, who maintained their Integrity, had

betrayed thefe Rights. But this I know, that our Magiftrates

all i'acrifice in common j they fup together; they perform their

Libations in common, yet not for that Reafon do the virtuous

imitate the vicious, but when they apprehend any of their own

Members negleding his Duty, they openly difcover him to the

Senate, and the People. Our Senators perform the fame Sacri-

fices to Jupiter, the Advifer; our Generals, and I had almoft

faid all our Magiftrates, partake of the fame Entertainments; the

fame common Libations. Do they therefore allow the guilty

to perpetrate their Crimes with Impunity? Far otherwife.

Leon accufed Timagoras, although he had been four Years his

Colleague in an Embafly. Eubulus accufed Tharreces and

Smicythus, the Companions with whom he had lived in the

ftri<5teft Familiarity, and the ancient Conon profecuted Adi-

mantus, with whom he was joint Commander of our Forces.

Who therefore, iEfchines, violated the Rights of Hofpitality

and Libations? The Traitor, the criminal Ambaftador, the

corrupted Mercenary, or their Accufers ? Certainly they, who

had evidently violated, not only the Libations of private Friend-

fhip, but, as you have done, the public Libations of theirCountry

But to convince you, that of all your Citizens, who have ever

gone either in a public, or private Character to Philip; that

of all Mankind, thefe are moft worthlefs, and raoft abandoned,

^ permit
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permit me to tell you a little Story, although It hath not indeed

any Relation to this Embafly. When Philip had taken Olynthus,

he celebrated the Olympic Games. (31) To this Feftival and

its Solemnity he invited all the Comedians of Greece. Making

Entertainments for them, and crowning the Vidlors, he afked

Satyrus, the Comedian, why he alone had never made him any

Requeft, or whether he had ever perceived in him any Sordid-

nefs of Spirit, or any particular Dillike towards him ? Satyrus,

as they report, made him this Anfwer ; that he was not covetous

of what others ufually alked : The R-equeft, which he could

make with Pleafure, it was moft eafy for Philip to grant, and

to oblige him; but he was afraid of being refufed. Philip

commanding him to fpeak, and adding, with a youthful viva-

city, that he would grant whatever he afkcd, Satyrus replied,

that he had lived with ApoUophanes, the Pydnaean, in Hofpitality

and Friendfhip; that when he was treacheroufly affaiTmated,

his

(31) The Scholiaft enters with great Feflival, and the approaching Slavery

Spirit into the Circumftances of this httle of Greece, while Philip appears in his

Story, and (hews the Orator's Art to great proper Charader, the grand Corrupter,

Advantage. She Scene opens with the fearching into the Hearts, and purchafing

Deftrudion of Olynthus, a capital City, the Secrets of Mankind. The mode.ft

and the Bulwark of Greece againft the Diffidence of Satyrus is finely oppofed to

Invafions of Philip. The Audience is the Arrogance of Philip, who piomifes

juftly aftefted with the Calamities of a whatever he afked, while the Orator in-

brave, unhappy People, and fee with In- finuates, that if iEfchines had interceded

dignation the triuinphal Feaft, that cele- in this Manner for the Phopsans, Philip

bratcs their Ruin. Satyrus, a Man of would have felt the Sentiments of hu-

Probity and Modefty, is reprefented fi- man Nature, and he would have fuc-

{ently lamenting over the Occafion of this cecded in his Requeft.
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his Relations, alarmed for his Daughters, who were then in

their Infancy, had privately conveyed them to Olynthus. That

City being taken, they are become Prifoners ; they are now in

your Power, and at the Age of Marriage. I entreat and implore

you to give them to me. Yet I defire you to hear, and be infor-

med, what kind of Prelent you give me, if indeed you give. I

propofe, in Truth, no pecuniary Advantage from it, but fliall

add a little Fortune to their Freedom to difpofe of them in

Marriage, and fhall be careful, that they do not fuffer any thing

unworthy of their Father, or of our Friendihip. When the

Guefts heard this Anfwer, there was fuch Clapping of Hands,

(32) fuch Applaufe, fuch Tumults among them, that Philip

was affeded with CompafHon, and granted the Requeft, although

Apollophanes was one of the Perfons, who had killed his Brother

Alexander.

Let us now compare the Banquet of Satyrus with another

celebrated by our Ambafladors in Macedonia, that you may

perceive, whether there be any Equality, any Rcfemblance

between them. (33) Being invited by Xenophon, the Son ofPhai-

dimus, one of our thirty Tyrants, they impatiently hurried to

him. 1 refufed. When they began to drink, their Hoft intro-

duces an Olynthian Woman, handfome indeed, but well born,

and

(32) The Applaufe of the Guefls is atre. Scholiast-

exprefled by a Term peculiar to the The= (33) We have now a very different

Vol. II, N Enter-
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and, as appeared in the Event, modeft. At firft, they prefTed

her gently, and without any Defign, as I imagine, and as

latrocles informed me the Day following, to eat and drink.

(34) But when the Affair proceeded a little farther, and they

grew heated with their Wine, they ordered her to fit down,

and fmg fome certain Songs. (35) The Woman refenting this

Treatment, and neither willing, nor knowing how to fing,

^fchines and Phrynon declared it was an infult and intolerable,

that a Prifoner, born among the Olynthians, a People detefted

by the Gods, and Enemies to Athens, lliould prefume to be

delicate. Call a Slave, cries iEfchines, and let fome one bring

Scourges. The Slave enters with a leathern Thong in his

Hand; when thefe Wretches, having drunk, I prefume, more

largely, became now enflamed with Rage, and although ftie

niade every Excufe, and even burft into Tears, the Slave tore

off her Clothes, and gave her feveral Stripes upon the fhoulders.

Now

F.ntertainment on the Scene. The Maf- but whether they thought him unfit for

ter of the Feaft is difcinguiflied by the their Society, or that he refufed their In-

Name of his Father, one of the thirty vitation, is equally an Honour to his

Tyrants, who had deltroyed the Liberties Charafter. He, whofe proper Paffion

and Conftitution of Athens. As we may was the Love of his Country, muft have

fuppjfe him bred in the lAixury and Riot detefted all Correfpondence with the

of Tyranny, he gives us no very favour- Defcendants of its Tyrants. Scholiast.

able Idea of the Modefty and Decency (34) He fays he heard thefe Circum-

of his Entertainment. jEfchines and ftances the Day after the Entertainment,

Phrynon, and Fhilocrates, who could to iniinuate that it continued all Night,

hold a Friendfliip with the Enemy of (j^'j Here our Guefts grow mufical

;

t'leir Country, were proper Guefts ior by which our Author ftrongly marks the'

fuch an Ho.'t. Our Author infinuates. Nature of Drunkennefs and its Abfurdi-

that he was invited and refufed to go j ties. Scholiast.
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Now out of her Senfes with the Infamy, and the Cruelty,

with which (he was treated, {he fprings forward, throws herfelf

at the Feet of latrocles, overturns the Table, and unlefs he had

carried her off, fhe muft have been murdered in this drunken

Riot; for terrible indeed is the Cruelty of this Wretch in his

Drunkennefs.

The Story of this Woman was the common Converfatioa

of a thoufand People in Arcadia ; it was related to you by

Diophantus, whom I fhall now compel to give his Teftimony;

it was a common Report in Theflaly, and indeed in every other

Part of Greece. Yet fhall the Wretch, who is confcious to

himfelf of fuch Impurities, have the Hardinefs to look you in

the Face? Shall he pompoufly boaft, with that fonorous Voice,

the Purity of his Life? This affurance provokes my Indigna-

tion. Is there a Citizen of Athens, who is ignorant, that you

very early u{ed to read her Books of Incantation to your Mother,

when fhe was initiating her Difciples in fome profane Myfteries»

and that, even when you were a Boy, you devoted yourfelf to

the Feftivals of Bacchus, and the Commerce of Drunkards?

That you were afterwards an under Secretary to our Magiftrates,

and commenced a Villain for two or three Drachmas? (36)

N 2 Or

(36) Thefe Secretaries were employed often read falfely for a Bribe of two or

ih reading Laws, Decrees, or Decifions three Drachmas. Scholiast.

of private Property to the People ; and
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Or laftly, that you very lately thought yourfelf extremely

happy to earn a Subfiftence by playing third-rate Characlers

for whoever would employ you in their Theatres? What Kind

of Life therefore will you boaft of? Certainly, that, which

you have never lived; becaufe the Life you really lived, is ex-

actly fuch as I have defcribed. Or will you make Profeflion

of that profligate AfTurance, with which you accufed Timar-

chus for the Turpitude of his Manners? But I fliall not enter

into that Subjed: at prefent. Read thefe Depofitions.

Depositions.

What Kind of Villainy is there, that is not included in

thofe enormous Crimes, of which he is convidled? Corruption,

Adulation, Perjury, devoted to the infernal Gods, Treachery to

Friends, whatever is moft flagitious is included in them; nor

for any one of them fhall he ever be able to make a Defence

;

any jufl: and Ample Apology. That, which he propofes to

make, as I am informed, is almofl: Madnefs. But, perhaps»

whoever has nothing reafonable to urge in his excufe, is under

a Neceflity of inventing. For I hear he will affirm, that in

every Infliance, in which I accufe him, I was a common Part-

ner ; that I approved of all his Meafures, and affifl:ed him in

the Execution, although I now fuddenly alter my Condud:,

and become his Accufer. Such an Apology with regard to him,

is neither juft nor honourable, although againfl: me a Kind of

Accu-
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Accufation ; becaufe, if I have adted in this Manner, I am

certainly a very bad Man, but the Adions themfelves are, upon

that Account, nothing better. This reafoning requires very

little Proof. However, I think myfelf obliged to convince you,

that he utters a Falfehood in fuch an AfTertion, and only means

to avoid a regular Trial. It were indeed a reafonable and

clear Defence, either to prove he never was guilty of the Crimes,

of which he is accufed, or that his Condud was for the general

Intereft of the Republic. Neither of thefe will he ever be

able to prove. ImpofTible he fliould be able to prove,

that the Deftrudion of Phocis, Philip's taking Poffeflion of

Thermopyl^, the growing Power of Thebes, the aflem-

bling of the Troops in Eub^ea, the fecret Defigns upon the

Megarasans, and the Peace concluded without Philip's Oath,

were for the Intereft of the Republic; the very contrary to

which he then afferted would be for your Advantage, and pro-

mifed fhould be executed. Nor fhall he ever be able to per-

fuade you, in Contradidtion to what you have feen and experi-

enced, that thefe Things have not (ince happened. It therefore

only remains for me to demonftrate, that I never had any Share

in thefe Tranfadions.

Is It your Pleafure therefore, that, omitting all otlierCircum-

ftances, for Inftance, in what Manner I contradicted them in

your Prefence J thwarted them during our Journey, and oppofed

them all the Time of our Embaffy, I fhould produce my

Witnelles.
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Witnefles to prove, that all our Adioiis have been totally diffe-

rent, and that they received, ruinoully for your Interefts, thofe

Bribes, which I refufed to accept. Then confider, who amongft

your Citizens is rnoft infamous, moft defpicable, and fhamelefs?

I am well convinced, that you can never, even by Miftake,

name any other, but Philocrates. Who of all others is moft

clamorous; who pronounces with a fonorous Voice whatever

he pleafes in your Aflemblies ? ^fchines undoubtedly. Whom
do they call fpiritlefs, and a Coward in popular Tumults,

though I fhould rather call him modeft? Demofthenes. For

I was never turbulent; never made ufe of Violence in oppofing

your Inclinations. In all your Affemblies, whenever thefe

Affairs have been debated, you always heard me accufing,

reproving, and openly declaring, that your Ambaffadors were

corrupted, and had abfolutely fold the Republic. Yet while

they heard thefe Accufations and Reproofs, not one of them

prefumed to contradid: me, nor opened his Mouth, nor ventu-

red even to fhew himfelf in Public.

What Reafon then can be afilgned, that thefe Men, the

boldeft Profligates, and loudeft Talkers in the City, fhould be

fo often foiled in our Difnutes by me, of all Mankind the leaft

prefjmiiig, and never exerting any fuperior Force in fpeaking?

becaufc, Truth i^ powerful , and Fahehood weak: becaufe, the

Confcioufnefs of their having fold their Country takes away

their
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their Confidence, perverts their Utterance, ftops their Mouths,

fuffocates and forces them to be filent. Laftly, you may re-

member, that when you lately refufed in the Pyrseum to appoint

iEfchines one of your Ambaffadors, he vociferoufly declared,

with many a tragical Exclamation, that he would impeach and

profecute me before the Senate. Thefe paflionate Exclamations

are ufually the Beginnings oflong and numerous Difputes, where-

as the following Expreflions are perfedly fimple, and fuch as a

Slave, purchafed even yefterday, might repeat; " This Affair,

" O Men of Athens, in all its Circumftances is moft unjuft.

** Demofthenes accules me of thofe Crimes, of which he was

" equally guilty ; he fays, I received Bribes, which he himfelf

" received, either alone, or in Partnerfhip with others." But

he never mentioned ; he never urged an Objedlion of this Kind

;

you never heard him fpeak this Language. Yet he made ufe

of Menaces. Why? becaufe, he was confcious of having

committed thefe Crimes, and therefore dreaded thefe Expref-

iions like a Slave. His Imagination never ventured fo far; it

refufed the Tafk, and his Confcience recoiled upon him ; while

nothing hindered him from abufing and calumniating.

But the greateft of all his Villainies does not confiR: in

Words, but Deeds. When I had determined, as was reafonable

fince I was twice an Ambaflador, to render twice an Account

of my Condudl, this JEkhmes, in Prefence of a thoufand Wit-

nelles,
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nefles, went forward to the Clerks, and forbad fhem to fum-

mon me into the Court, becaufe, I had alrtddy paft my Ac-

counts, and was therefore no longer liable to any other Fnfpec-

tion. The Affair was excelTively ridiculous. When he had

given in the Accounts of his firfl: Embafly, for which he never

was accufed, yet he would not venture a Trial of the fecond,

for which he is now indi6ted, and in which all his Crimes are

included. If I had been permitted to have given in an Account

of my fecond Embafly, he too had neceflarily been obliged to

appear a fecond Time. He therefore would not fuffer me to

be fummoned. This Adion alone, O Men of Athens, mani-

feflly difcovers, that he ftands felf-condemned ; that you cannot,

with Reverence to the Gods, acquit him, and that with regard

to me, he never uttered a Syllable of Truth. Becaufe, if

he had any thing in his Power; if he had difcovered aught

whereof to reproach or accufe me, he certainly would not have

hindered my being fummoned. In Proof of thefe Fads, let

the Witneflfis be called.

The Witnesses.

If however he fhould calumniate me in any other Inftance,

befides this Embafly, there are many Reafons, which forbid

you to hear him. I am neither this Day accufed, (37) nor obliged

to

{^-j) No Man pours Water to me. This fixth Note, twenty-eighth Page.

ExprelTion hath been already explained ; i
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to make my defence. What therefore is this perfonal Calumny,

except an abfolute Want of any reafonable Apology for himfelf?

Becaufe, who would accufe others, when he himfelf is profecu-

tcd, if he were capable of making his own Defence ? Confider,

if I were on my own Trial, iEfchines my Accufer, and Philip

my Judge ; if I had it not in my Power to deny my being

guilty, yet threw out Inve6lives, and endeavoured to calumni-

ate my Accufer, would not Philip generoufly refent his Benefac-

tor's being thus rudely treated in his Prefence? Be not you

therefore lefs gener -us than Philip, but oblige iEfchines to make

his defence, with regard to thofe Points alone, of which he is

accufed.

In the Confcioufnefs of my own Innocence, I thought myfelf

obliged to give an Account of my EmbafI)', and to fubmit to

whatever the Laws commanded. JEfchints purfued a contrary

Method. Whence is it pofllble therefore, that our Conduct

could ever have been the fame? Or whence does he now re--

proach me with Crimes, of which he never accufed me before ?

Certainly, never. He will however talk in this Manner, and,

by the Gods, not without Realbnj for you are perfectly fenfible,

that fince Mankind came into the World, and Trials were firfl:

inftituted, never were Criminals found, who confefTed their

Guilt. They behave themfelves impudently ; they deny ; they

tell Lies, and invent Excufes ; they do every thing to cfcape the

Vol, IL O PuniOi-
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Punifliment they merit. It is your Duty to avoid being influen-

ced this Day by fuch Artifices. Pronounce Sentence according

to your own Knowledge, nor pay any Attention either to my

Affertions, or thofe of -^fchines, or to his Witnefles, whom he

hath always ready to give Evidence for him, and whom Philip

maintains. You will obferve how dextroufly they give their

Teftimony in his Favour. Neither fhould you regard the

Sweetnefs and Strength of his Voice, or the We^knefs of mine.

Becaufe not upon Orators, if you be wife, nor their Orations,

are you this Day to pronounce Sentence, but to retort the Infamy

of your Affairs, thus ignommioufly and- iniquitoufly ruined,

upon the Authors, after having examined the Fads, of which

you are perfedlly well aflured. What Fa£ls? Thofe of which;

you yourfelves confcious, and have not any Occafion of hearing

from us. For, if all thofe Advantages, which -^fchines promi-

fed, have indeed rifen from this Peace; ifyou can acknowledge

yourfelves to have been lb miferably funk in Indolence and;

Cowardice, that although your Dominions were neither invaded

by Land, or Sea, nor the Republic in any other Danger; al-

though Provisions bore a reafbnable Price, and our Situation

was in general what it is at prefent; although you forefaw, and

wxre informed by your Ambafladors, that your Confederates:

would be ruined, and the Thebans grow povv^erful; that Philip,

would make himfelf Mafter of Thrace, and raife Fortreffes

againll you in Eub^a, with a certainty that every thing, which.
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hath fince happened, was really to happen, yet you could have

been well contented to conclude this Peace, then let i^^fchlnes

be acquitted, and do not add Perjury to fucli Inftances of

Bafenefs. He hath committed no Injury againft you, but I

was tranfported by Madnefs and Extrav^agance, when I accufcd

him. But if on the contrary, your Ambafladors afTured you,

with many and the moft foothing Expreflions, " that Philip

' had an Affedlion for the Republic; would prefcrve the

' Phoc£eans; reprefs the Infolence of the Thebans; confer

' Benefits upon you far greater than any, that regarded Am-
' phipolis, and if you granted him a Peace, would reftore

' Eubzeaand Oropus to you;" ifby making thefe Declarations

and Promifes they have deceived and impofed upon you in every

Inftance, and only not delivered up Attica to the Enemy, let

them be condemned ; nor in Addition to the ignominious Inju-

ries (I know not any other Expreflion for them) you have already

fufFered by tlieir being corrupted, carry home with you the

Horrors of Execration and Perjury.

Consider befides, O Men of Athens, from what Motive, if

they indeed are innocent, I have undertaken to accufe them.

You fhall find no fuch Motive. Is it plcafing to have

many Enemies? It is not even without Danger. " But I had

^' fome perfonal Quarrel with i^llchines." None. " Did you

" then tremble for you rfelf, Demofthenes, and in your Fearful

-

O 2 " nefs,
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" nefs, imagine this Profecution your only Security." I have

heard, he ventures even this Extravagance. But in Truth,

/Efchines, there was nothing terrible; there was no Guilt, as

you afiert. If ever he fays this again, confid'er, you who are our

Judges, if I, who am totally innocent,, was alarmed with

Terrors of being deftroyed by thde Traitors, what Punifhment

ought they to fuffer, who are totally guilty? Since not for

thefe Reafons, yet for what other do I accule you ? *^' I calum -

" niate, in the Name of Jupiter! that I may extort Money from

" you." Yet were it not more elegible to have taken it from

Philip (who gave it in Abundance) and not in lefs Sums, than

any of them received, efpecially when I might thus prcferve his

Friendfhip and theii's? Undoubtedly, moft undoubtedly, I

fhould have preferved their Feiendfliip, if I had entered into

their Schemes, for they had no paternal, ancient Quarrel to mCj..

and only refented my not engaging in their Projects. Were

not this more eligible, than to demand a fordid Pittance of the

Bribes they had received, and thus make both Philip and them,

my Enemies ? Did I then, at fuch. Expencc,. out of my own

private Fortune, ranfom our Fellow-Citizens, and could I

meanly condefcend to take this wretched Pittance from them,

and attended with their Hatred too ? Impoflible. But all the

Reports I made to you werp true; I reftrained myfelf from taking

Prcfcnts, in a Senfe of Juftice, and of Truth, and a regard to

my future Life ; imagining, that I, like fome other of your

Citizens,
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Citizens, if I maintained my Integrity, might be honoured by

you, and diftinguiflied above the Vulgar, and that I never fhould

exchange my Zeal for your Service for any pofiible Advantage.

But I hated thefe AmbaiTadors, becaufe I fiivv them ading ini-

quitoufly towards you, and impioufly to the Gods in their

Embafly ; becaufe I was deprived, by their rapacious Corruption,

of the Honours I perfonally merited, while you treated the whole

Embafly with equal Indignation. But looking forward to Futu-

rity, and willing that you fhould determine in this Trial, and

at this Tribunal, that our Adions were totally different, I now

accufe, and fummon them to render the ufual Account of their

Conduct. I am, however, apprehenfive, greatly apprehenfive,

(for all my Thoughts fhall be laid before you) that you then

included me, though perfectly guiltlefs, in the Sufpicion of

their Crimes, and are now extremely inattentive to my Inno-

cence. For to me you appear, O Men of Athens, abfolutely

diflblved in Indoleace and expecting your Misfortunes witli

IndifTerence. When you behold others labouring in Diftrefs,

you are neither concerned for their Safety, nor anxious for the

Republic, that hath been long injured in fo various and outra-

gious a Manner. Do you not think it terrible and monftrous

what I am going to relate? for although I had determined to-

be filent, yet I am forced to fpeak. You all know Pythocles.

I had long lived with him in every Kind of Intimacy, nor did:

any thing unfriendly ever happen between us even to this Day.

But
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But fince he returned from this Embafly to PhiHp, he avoids mc

upon all Occalions ; or if he be compelled accidentally ro meet

me, he ftarts away, left any one fhonld fee him fpeaking to me.

Yet he walks round the Forum with M^chmts^ confults with

him, and enters into his Schemes. Is it not then provoking,

O Men of Athens; is it not a miferable Reflexion that Philip

fliould be fo attentive both to the Friendfhip and Enmity of

thofe, who engage in his Service, as that each of them believes

he perfe6lly knows all their Adtions here, as if he were perfonally

prefcnt ; that they efteem thofe Ferfons their Friends or Enemies,

whom he regards with Friendfhip or Enmity, yet, on the con-

trary, that they, who live only for your Welfare; who are

ambitious only of thofe Honours, which you can beftow, and

of which they never deferted the Purfuit, fliould meet among

you with fuch obftinate Deafnefs in hearing, and fuch Blindnefs

in feeing, as that I fliould be compelled at this Moment to

hold a contefl: with thefe execrable Villains upon equal Terms,

and before an Audience, perfedly confcious of their Crimes ?

Are you willing to hear and be convinced, from what Caufe

thefe Diforders arifc ? I will inform you. But be not angry

with me, I befeech you, for declaring the Truth. As Philip

hath one Body, fo I really think he hath only one Soul. With

all his Heart he loves whoever obliges him; with all his Heart

he detefts whoever oppofcs him. But a Citizen of Athens never

efteems



DEMOSTHENES. 103

efleems the Man, who is fcrviceable to the Republic, as doing

him any perfonal ObUgation, or thinks himfelf injured by thofc,

who injure the Commonwealth. Every Man hath fome parti-

cular Paffion, Pity, Envy, Refentment, a Deiire of obliging

whoever afks a Favour, and a thoufand others, by which you are

frequently mifled. (38) Yet thefe particular, and feparate

Errours, advancing by Degrees, fall at laft in one colledled

Ruin on the Republic. Do not therefore, O Men of Athens,

again commit fuch Errors, nor acquit the Man, by whom you

have been thus egregioufly injured.

Yet what will be tlie general Language of Mankind, if you

acquit him ? '* Philocrates, ^fchines, Phrynon, Demofthenes,

" went from Athens, as Ambafladors to Philip." What then?

" the laft, beQdes not receiving any Emolument from his Em-
" bafly, out of his own Fortune redeemed his Fellow- Citizens,

" v^hile ^fchines wandered through Greece, purchafing

" Harlots and FiiK, with that very Money, for which he fold

" the Interefts of the Republic ; and the polluted Phrynon fent

'' his

(38) A Sentence, that appears in all ti-fadion, he may form his own Judge-

our Editions, is here left oyt of the ment of the Meaning of the Paflage by

Tranflation. It is not only unintelH- the following Iranflations. E fe un

gible, but unprofitably breaks the Senfe ftigge, tutti gli a'.lri JJmftri, almeno ncn

and Connexion of the whole Period. f^<o egli fuggir coloro, i quali non vcgli-

Whcre Doftor Taylor acknowledges his ono^ che mnn fta tale. Quod fi quis cs-

Doubts, the Tranflator may without tera qureque efiugiat, eos, qui ncmineni,

Shame acknowledge his Ignorance. How.- vtllent ejufmodi cITe, certe non eiFug'ee;.

ever, to give the Reader all poffible Sar
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" his Son, not yet arrived at Manhood, to PhiHp. But De-

" mofthenes a6led not in any thing unworthy of the RepubHc,

" orofhimfelF. For, as when he was ^dile, and appointed a

" Trierarch for Equipment of the Fleet, hegenerouHy fupport-

" ed the Expence of thofe Employments, fo in this Inftance

" he thought it his Duty voluntarily to expend his Fortunejn

*' ranfoming Prifoners, and not to fuffer his Fellow-Citizens

" through Indigence to continue in Mifery. But ^fchines,

" fo far from purchafing at his own Expence a fingle Perfon's

" Freedom, affifted Philip in reducing a whole Province, and

*' makino- the Troops of our Confederates, more than ten

" thoufand Foot with almoft a thoufand Horfe, Prifoners of

<' War." What was the Confequence? " The Athenian

*' People (who were perfectly convinced of their Guilt) having

*' brought them to their Trial" What then? " They ac-

" quitted the Traitors, vvho had received Bribes and Prefents;

t' who had difhonoured themfelves, the Republic, and their

" Pofterity. They adjudged, that they had a6ted with Wifdom,

" and that the Common-wealth was profperoufly conducted

*' under their Adminiftration." But their Accufer? " Was

" an extravagant Vifionary; knew not the Temper of his Fel-

" low-Citizens; had no other Manner oflavifhing away his

" Fortune."

Who then, O Men of Athens, when he beholds this Ex-

ample, will ever be anxious to preferve his Integrity ? Who
• will
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will be an Ambaflador for nothing, if he, who prefervcs him-

felf uncorrupted, hath no more Confidence with you, than

thefe Receivers of Bribes? Thus, you do not only, this Day,

pronounce Sentence upon thefe Traitors ; but you eftablidi a

Law for all fucceeding Time, to determine, whether your

future Ambafladors fhall infamoufly fupport the Interefts of

yotir Enemies for a Penfion, or for nothing and unpenfioned

confult the Utility of the Republic. With regard to all other

Particulars, you can have no Occafion for Evidence, but to

prove, that Phrynon fent his Son to PhiHp, call me the Wit-

nefles of that Affair.

The Witnesses.

^ffiscHiNEs, therefore, hath not accufed Plirynon of having

fent his Son to Philip for the infamous Purpofes of Proftitution ;

but if another, in his Youth excelling in the Beauty of his

Perfon, and not forefeeing the Sufpicions, that naturally attend

on Beauty, hath perhaps Hved a little too Hcentioufly, this Man

iEfchines indidled for Impurity of Manners.

I SHALL now fpeak to the Invitation I made our Ambafladors

to a Banquet in the Prytan^um, and to the Decree I propofed

on that Occafion; for this Affair, which I ought particularly to

have mentioned, had very nearly efcaped my Memory. With

regard to the firft Embafly, when I had written the Decree of

Vol. IL P the
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the Senate, and afterwards that of the People (while In thofe

Affemblies, in which you were to deliberate upon the Peace,

there were yet no Sufpicions of their Condud rumoured abroad,

nor any apparent Injury committed by them) according to the

Ufages eftablifhed by Law, I pronounced their Panegyric, and

invited them to the Prytanacum. Befides, I confefs I entertained

Philip's Ambafladors moft hofpitably ; indeed, O Men of

Athens, moft fplendidly. For having obferved in Macedonia,

that they gloried in the Luxury of fuch Entertainments, as

Objedis of Happinefs and Splendor, I inftantly thought myfelf

obliged to aflume a Superiority over them, and to difplay a

greater Spirit of Magnificence. But uSfchines will urge it as an

Objecftion, and exclaim, " Demofthenes himfelf pronounced

*' our Panegyric; Demofthenes entertained Philip's Ambafta-

dors," but without diftinguifhing the Date of thefe Fads.

They happened, however, before the Republic was injured;

before thefe Traitors had apparently fold themfelves; when

Philip's Ambafladors were but juft arrived, and the People were

yet to hear their Propofals ; when ^(chines had not openly

pleaded the Caufe of Philocrates, and when he himfelf had not

propofed his Decree. If he urges thefe Objedions, do you

remember the Date of thefe Tranfadlions ; that they preceded

their Crimes, and that afterwards I never had any Society with

them, any Communication. Read the Evidence»

The Evidence»

But
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But perhaps his Brothers, Philocrates, and Aphobetus will

undertake his Defence ; to both of whom you may return a

very full and reafonable Reply ; but it is neceflary to fpeak with

Freedom, and without referve. " We are not ignorant that you,

** Philocrates, are a Painter of earthen Vafes for Perfumers, and

" of Bacchanalian Cymbals; that your Brothers Aphobetus,

" and iEfchines, are public-Notaries by Profeffion, and by

" Birth of the common People (Circumfiances indeed removed

" from Infamy, but certainly not meriting any military Com-

" mand) yet we have efteemed you worthy of EmbaiTics,

" Commiflions in our Armies, and all the higheft Dignities of

the Republic. Suppofe then you never have committed a

Crime, we do not therefore owe you any Obligation, but

you are in Gratitude indebted to us for the Employments you

hold, becaufe we paffed by many others more deferving,

" and adorned you with thefe Honours. If either of you hath

" been faulty in thefe Employments, with which you were thus

" diftinguifhed, efpecially as they were of fuch Importance,

** how much rather fhould you be detefted, than acquitted?"

In my Opinion, much rather.

But they will perhaps grow violent, and being, as they are,

clamorous, and impudent, they will aflert, that defending a

Brother is always pardonable. Do not give way to this Afier-

tion, but be convinced, that as it is their Duty to be anxious

P 2 for

(C
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for the Safety of their Brother, fo is it yours to defend the Laws,

the whole RepubUc, and efpecially to preferve the Oaths invio-

lable, which you took before you fat upon this Tribunal. But

if they folicit you to acquit this Man, confider whether they

make the Requeft upon a Prefuinption of his appearing innocent

or guilty ? If innocent, I myfelf declare for his acquittal ; if

they defire it upon any other Terms, they defire you to perjure

yourfelves. Becaufe, although the Suffrage be given in fecret,

it does not therefore efcape the Knowledge of the Gods. For

the Legiflator, in this, and all other Inftances, mofl: excellent,

hath pronounced*, " the fuffrages fhall be given in fecret."

Wherefore? That the Criminal may never know the Man,

to whom he is obliged. But the Gods, and the fupreme Divi-

nity will know the Man, who hath not pronounced an upright

Sentence j and it is infinitely more eligible to expert from them

our own Happinefs, and that of our Pofterity, for giving

Judgement with Juftice and Equity, than to fix a fecret and

uncertain Obligation upon the Criminal, or to acquit this Man,

who hath himfelf given Evidence againft himfelf. For what

more unexceptionable Witneis, jEfchines, that you have com-

mitted many flagrant Villainies in your Embafly, can I poflibly

produce, than you againft yourfelf? Even that fevere and ex-

traordinary Punifliment, which you thought proper to infli(5t

upon him, who propofed to deted: your Crimes, openly declares

what Vengeance you yourfelf exped:, if your Judges are informed

of your Condudl.

His
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His own Pra(flices, therefore, ifyoubewife, fLall be turned

againft him, not only becaufe they are powerhil Proofs of the

Manner, in which he hath executed his Embafly, but becaufe

when he was himfelf an Accufer, he made ufe of thofe very

Expreflions, which may now be retorted upon his own Head,

For that Juftice, which you pronounced, when you profecuted

Timarchus, that very Juftice ought to be enforced againft you

by others. He then declared to the Judges, " Demofthenes

" will undertake his Defence, and accufe me of Mifcondudl

" in my Embafly, and if he can feduce you by the Power of

" Words, he will grow petulant, and wander about vaunting

" him of the Circumftances, in what Manner, by what

*' Force of Arguments, he feduced the Judges from the Quef-

" tion, and took from them the very Cognizance of the Fa6t.

" But do not adt thus, Demofthenes. The Subject of Difpute,

" make that the Subjedt of your Defence." But, iEfchines,

when you profecuted Timarchus, you had it in your Power to

urge what Accufations, and make ufe of what Arguments you

pleafed. Yet unable to produce any Evidence of the Crimes,

of which you accufed him, you affured the Judges,

What all report can never be a Lie,

And born a Goddefs, Fame can never die.

But, -S^fchines, this whole AfTembly declares, tliat you have

taken Bribes from Philip, and the Remark may therefore be

retorted againft you.

What all report can never be a Lie,

I
- Yet
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Yet confider the Reafon, why more People accufe you, than

Timarchus. Him, his Neighbours hardly knew. But there is

neither Greek, nor Barbarian, who does not declare, that you

and your Colleagues have taken Bribes in your Embafly. If

Fame therefore may be relied upon, it will appear againft you

in the Opinion of thoufands. That we ought to rely upon her,

becaufe (he is a Goddefs, and becaufe the Poet was wife, who

made thefe Verfes, you yourfelf have determined.

Having then colleded fome Iambics out of Sophocles he

concluded.

Who holds licentious Converfe with the wicked,

I afk not of his Morals, well convinc'd.

He differs not from thofe, he loves, and lives with.

" Are you then ignorant," fays he, among other ExprefHons of

the fame Kind, " what Opinion you ought to conceive of the

" Man, who goes into Aviaries, and walks with Pittalacus ?"
(39)

Now, -ffifchines, I can with exceeding Aptnefs make ufe of

thefe Iambics againft you, and if I repeat them to your Judges,

I fhall repeat them with Juftice and Propriety. Whoever k

delighted with the Converfation of Philocrates, and enters into

his Schemes of Embafly, I never aiked, being perfedly convin-

ced, whether he had taken Prefents like Philocrates, who confefies

it,

(39) Pittalacus was probaWy a Citizen among their Amufements to go into

of diflblute, effeminate Manners, with Aviaries, but, very poffibly, not to fee

whom Timarchus was intimate. It was the Birds fight.
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it. But when he calls others Tranfcribers of common-place

Sentences and Plagiaries of Verfes; when he endeavours to treat

them with Contempt, he may be very clearly convidtcd of being

himfelf obnoxious to thefe Titles; (4.0) becaufe thefe Verfes are

taken out of Phienice, a Tragedy of Euripides, which neither

TheodoruSj nor Ariftodemus (to whom ^fchines a6led his third-

rate Chara<flers) ever performed ; butMolon, only, and fome of

our ancient Tragedians. (41) Yet Theodorus and Ariftodemus

often reprefented the Antigone of Sophocles, in which are many

beautiful Verfes, and to you of great Importance, which JEC-

chines had frequently repeated on the Stage, and perfedly well

remembers, but which he has now pafled over in Silence. You

know, it is an Honour peculiar to the third-Rate Actors in our

Tragedies to make their Entrance in the Charaders of Tyrants,

and pompoufly holding their Scepters in their Hands. Recoi-

led: therefore in this Tragedy the Lines, which Sophocles made

for Creon-^^fchines, but which he never repeated, either in

his Embafly, or to the Judges in the Trial of Timarchus.

Read.

, Pio-

(40) The Word in the Original, which (41) Demofthenes feems to wonder
IS here tranflated Plagiary, fignifies in where ^fchines got thefe Verfes, as if

general a Deceiver, an Impoftor •, neither his Reading extended no farther than the

of which will explain the Senfe of the Plays, in whicii he himfelf had afted.

Context, or account for the Contempt, Molon was an ancient Adtor, whom lEl'-

with which they are ufed. ^fchines chines had never fecn. Theodcrus and

had probably repeated thefe Verfes as his Ariftodemus had never performed tlfe

own, for otherwife it were impertinent to Antigone of Euripides,

tell the People they were written by Eu-
ripides.
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Pronounce on no Man's Genius, Wifdom, Senfc,

Till Power, and public Bufinefs afcertain

His doubtful Charader. As for myfelf,

Who takes the fole Diredion of the State,

Nor yields him to the Counfels of the wife,

Nor fpeaks, through Fear, the Dictates of his Heart,

I hold him worthlefs, and fhall ever hold him.

He too is vile, who to his Country's Good,

Prefers liis Friend ; Witnefs all-feeing Jove

I never will be filent, when I fee

Deftrudion ftalking o'er my native Land,

Nor to my bofom'd Confidence receive

My Country's Foe; convinc'd that in her Welfare

We fail in Safety down the Tide of Life,

And form our happieft Friendftiips for the Voyage.

Not one of thefe Verfes did ever ^fchines repeat to himfelf

during his Embafly ; but having preferred the Hofpitality and

Friendfliip of Philip to the Interefts of the Commonwealth, as

of greater Importance to him and more profitable, he heartily

bad Farewel to the Wifdom of Sophocles. He neither declared,

nor gave you Notice of Philip's Expedition againfl; the Phocseans,

although he faw Defirudlion advancing along with it. On the

contrary, he concealed, he affifted it, he oppofed whoever

would hav^e given their Sentiments upon it, not remembring,

that in our Country alone " we fail in Safety down the Tide

*'of
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" of Life ;" and that his Mother performed in it her holy Myftc-

ries and Luftrations ; that fhc picked up a LiveHhood by

plundering the Houfcs of thofe, who made ufe of her Incanta-

tions, and thus educated t<liefe her illuftrious Sons; while their

Father, as I have heard fome old People relate, taught Children

their Alphabet, according to the befl of his Abilities, near the

Temple of the Gods of Phyfic. In this City however he

lived, where /Efchines and his Brothers, by being under-

Clerks, and writing in all our public OjfHces, got a little Money;

and at length, being appointed Notaries by you, they were

maintained two Years in the vaulted Cells adjoining our

Temples, from whence i^fchines was fent an Ambaflador to

Philip. None of thefe Circumftances did he regard, nor was

anxious, that the Republic might fail in Safety, but overfet,

and funk, and to the utmoft of his Power betrayed her to her

Enemies. Art thou not then a Plagiary? Yes; and impious.

Art thou not a Tranfcribcr of Sentences? Yes ; and an Enemy

to the Gods. The Verfcs you had often repeated upon the

Stage, and which you faithfully remembered, thofe you paflcd

over in Silence, but what you never aded in your Life, }'ou

very curioufly fought for, and repeated in public to ruin }^our

Fellow-Citizens,

Now confider the Remarks he made with regard to Solon.

He faid the Statue of Solon, clothed in his Tunic, and holding

his Hands within the Folds of his Robe, was eredled as an

Vol. II. Q^ Example
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Example of the Modefty of the Orators in his Time. Thus

did he malignantly aim at Timarchus, and reproach him with

the Vivacity of his Adion. But the People of Salamis afTure

us, that Statue has not been fifty years ereded, yet from Solon

to the prefent Time we reckon full two hundred and fifty.

The Statuary therefore, who gave him his Attitude was not

himfelf, nor was even his Grand-father, alive at that Time. Such

were the Remarks he made to the Judges, and imitated Solon's

Attitude. But far more important to the Republic, to have

entered into the Spirit and Senfe of Solon, which he never

imitated, but in every polTible Inftance contradidled. For

when Salamis revolted from the Athenians, and they had de-

creed, it fhould be punifhable with Death, even to mention

the recovering it, Solon undertook the Danger, and fung fome

elegiac Verfes he made upon the Occafion, recovered the Ifland

to the Republic, and removed the Ignominy fhe had fuffered.

But JEfchines betrayed and delivered into the Hands of Philip

the City of Amphipolis, which the Perfian Monarch, and every

State of Greece acknowledged to be yours, and afterwards fup-

ported Philocrates, who confirmed the Treachery by Decree.

An honourable Inftance (was it not?) of his remembering Solon,

But he not only a6led in this Manner here in Athens, for when

he arrived at Macedonia, he never once pronounced the Name

ot thofe Territories, for the Recovery of which he was appointed

an Ambaflador. This he himfelf declared; for you muft re-

member his flying, " I could indeed fay fomething concerning

" Am-
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" Amphipolis, but have left it for Demofthenes to fpeak upon

" that Subjed:." I advanced upon the Tribunal and declared,

" he had left me nothing to fay of his Conferences with Philip,

" for he would rather give away Part of his Blood, than of

*' thofe Conferences. But, Iprefume, he thought it indecent,

" after having received Philip's Money, to oppofe him in that

*' very Purpofe for which he gave his Money, for he certainly

" gave it, that he might not be obliged toreftore Amphipolis."

Now take and read me thefe elegiac Verfes of Solon, by

which you will be convinced, that Solon detefted Men like

iElchines. But indeed, JEfchines, it is by no means neceffary,

that an Orator fhould fpeak with his Hand under his Robe,

No; but an AmbafTador fhould perform his Embafly with his

Hand under his Robe. Yet when you ftretched forth yours in

Macedonia, and held it open, and brought Shame upon this Peo-

ple, were you then a magnificent Orator ? Or when you curioufly

collecSted thofe miferable Conceits, and exercifed the Sweetnefs

of your Voice in repeating them, did you not imagine you

fhould fuffer the Vengeance due to fuch and fo many Villainies,

although you wandered round the City with that extraordinary

Bonnet upon your Head, and uttered your Invedives againft

me? (42) Read.

Solon's

(42) Solon, to avoid the Funifliment having made fome Verfes proper for the

denounced againft whoever fhould pro- Occafion, he got them by Heart, chaunt-

pofe to renew the War for the Recovery ed them, fays Plutarch, as if under an

of Salamis, counterfeited Madnefs, and immediate Infpiration, and appeared in

Q 2 public
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Solon's Elegiac Verses. *

. Nor Jove fupreme, whofe fecret Will is Fate,

' Nor the blefl: Gods have doom'd th' Athenian State;

For Pallas, with her Father's Glories crown'd,,

Spreads the Protedtion of her ^Egis round.

But dire Corruption wide extends its Sway;

Athenians hear its Didates, and obey.

Oppreffive Demagogues our Counfels guide.

Though various Mifchiefs wait to quell their Pride.

Untaught with chearful Appetite to tafte

The calm Delights, that crown the temperate Feaftj

A Luft of Gold their reftlefs Bofoms fires,

A Luft of Gold their guilty Schemes infpires.

Vain are all Laws, or human or divine.

To guard the public Wealth, or facred Shrine,

While private Life is fill'd with mutual Fraud,

By Juftice and her facred Laws unaw'd.

Silent She fits, the pafl:, the prefent views.

And in her own good Time the guilty Scene purfues..

Thus other States their mortal Wound receive,

And fervile Chains their freeborn Sons enflave

;

Sedition^

public with a Bonnet on his Head. In Spirit. They are a Colledion of poli-

this laft Circnmftance ^fchines feems to tical Maxims, that feem to prefage the

have been ridiculoufly careful to imitate Diflblution of every State wherein they

the Spirit of Solon. appear. Let this Reflexion, by which

* Thefe Verfes have all the Simplicity they may be happily applied to our pre-

of the Age, in which they were written, fent Hiftory, excufe the Poetiy, either

but very little poetical Elegance and in the Original, or the Trandation.
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Sedition rages ; Wars, long-flumbering, rife,

And the lov'd Youth in Prime of Beauty dies

;

For foon the Foe lays wafte that haplefs State,

Where joylefs Difcord dwells, and foul Debate.

For the poor Wretch an harder Lot remains,

Sold like a Slave to pine in foreign Chains.

His proper Woes the Man of Wealth await,

Bound o'er his Walls, and thunder at his Gate;

Clofe on th' unhappy Fugitive they prefs.

And find him in his Chamber's dark recefs.

Thus my good Genius fpeaks, and bids advife

The Sons of Athens to be juft and wife

;

To mark attentive what a Stream of Woes

From civil Difcord, and Contention flows

;

What beauteous Order fhines, where Juftice reigns,,.

And binds the Sons of Violence in Chains.

Folly, of thoufand Forms, before her flies.

And in the Bud the flowerins Mifchief dies,

She guides the Judge's Sentence, quells the proud.

And midft Sedition's Rage appalls the Croud j

While clamorous Fadion, and Contention ceafe,,

And Man is blefl: with Happpinefs and Peace..

*

Do you not hear, O Men of Athens, what Solon declares

of fuch Men, and his Opinion of the Gods, whom he calls the

Guardians.
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Guardians of Athens? For myfelf, I chearfully aflent to the

Truth of this Opinion, that the Gods are Guardians of this

Republic, and in fome Meafure am convinced, that all the

Circumftances, which have appeared during this Trial, are

fignal Proofs of the divine Favour. For only reflect, that the

Man, who hath committed fo many enormous Crimes in his

Embafly, and traiteroufly given away whole Provinces, in

which the Gods ought to be worfhiped by you, and your

Confederates; this Man hath accufed, and rendered incapable

of giving Evidence againft him, a Citizen, who was determi-

ned to profecute him. What Proofs of the divine Favour

in this Inftance? That he himfelfmay find neither Compaflion,

nor Pardon for his own Guilt. Then in his Accufation of

Timarchus he chofe to mention me with much Malignity, and

afterwards in an Aflembly of the People, among other Me-

naces threatned me with a Profecution. To what good Purpofe

can this anfwer? That I, who am clearly informed, and have

pundually followed him through all his Villainies, may with

greater Indulgence ftand forth his Accufer. Befides, having

eluded to this Moment every Attempt to bring him to Juflice,

he hath now reduced himfelf to fuch Circumftances, that even

upon Account of thofe imminent Dangers, which threaten uf,

if for no other Reafon, it is neither pofTible, nor fafe to fuffcr

him to efcape unpuniflied. You ought indeed, O Men of

Athens, eternally to deteft and puniQi thefe Betrayers, thefe

Receivers of Bribes, but more efpecially at this Time, and for

the
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the general Prefervation of the Grecian States. For a Diftem-

per, O Men of Athens, terrible, and pernicious, hath aflaulted

Greece; a Diftemper, that demands much Favour from the

Gods, and from you the flridtcft Attention, to prevent its In-

fedion. They, who are moft diftingiiifhed in Oligarchies, and

thought worthy of prefiding over the Adminiftration of their feve-

ral Cities, are become the Betrayers of Liberty, and, unhappy

Men ! bring upon themfelves a voluntary Slavery, which, among

many other fuch Titles, they fpecioufly call the Hofpitality,

and Familiarity, and Friendfhip of Philip. Yet even in de-

mocratical States, like this of Athens, and the Forms of Govern-

ment, that prevail in every other City, the Citizens, whofe

Vengeance ought to fall upon thefe Traitors, and punifh them

with inftant Death, are fo far from acfling in this Manner, that

they admire, and emulate them, and every one wiflies gladly,

that he himfelf were fuch a Man.

Yet this Diftemper, attended with fuch Emulation, O
Men of Athens, very lately ruined the Sovereignty and general

Dignity of the Theflalians, and now abfolutely deprives them

even of their Liberty; for the Macedonians have Garrifons in

fome of their Citadels. It then entered into Peloponnefus;

wrought fuch Deftrudion in Elis ; filled the miferable People

with fuch a Spirit of violating the Laws, with fuch Excefs of

Madnefs, that in Hopes of exerting an Authority over each

other, and of obliging Philip, they polluted themfelves with

I the
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the Blood of their Relations, and Fellow-Citizens. Neither

did it flop there, but advancing into Arcadia, threw every thing

into Confufion ; and now the Arcadian Democracies, which

ought, like yours, to be greatly anxious in the Caufe of Liberty

(for of all the Grecians, you and the Arcadians are the only

original Natives of your Countries) admire Philip, ere£l Statues

of Brafs to him, prefent him with Crowns, and if ever he fiiould

go into Feloponnefus, they have decreed to receive him in their

Cities. In the very fame Manner the Argives. Thele Cir-

cumflances, by the Deity of Ceres, if we purpofj to be ferious,

demand no little Prudence ; efpccially, fince after having taken

its Progrefs round us, this Diftemper, O Men of Athens, hath

made its way into this City. While you are therefore yet in

Safety, guard yourfelves againfl it, and ftigmatize with Infamy

the Traitors, who have introduced itamongfl us. Or otherwife,

be cautious, left what I now fay may not hereafter apoear too

juftly Ipoken, when you fhali no longer have it in your Power

to act as your Situation fliall demand.

Do you not behold how confpicuous, O Men of Athens,

and evident an Example of this Truth are the unhappy Olynthi-

ans ? From no other Errour, than their having adled in this

Manner, have they perifhed miferably, as you may clearly be

convinced by a Series of Events. When they could command

only four hundred Florfe, and the whole Number of their Citi-

zens did not exceed five thoufandj when they were not yet

joined
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joined by the Chalcideans, they were invaded by the Lacedae-

monians with a very confiderablc Force both by Sea and Land;

for you know the Lacedaemonians, at that Time, held the

Sovereignty of Greece both by Land and Sea. However, al-

though fo formidable a Power invaded them, yet they never

loft any one City or Fortrefs, but were victorious in feveral

Engagements, killed three Commanders in Chief of the Enemy,

and at length concluded the War upon their own Conditions.

But when fome of them began to receive Prefents, and the

People, through Weaknels, or rather through Misfortune,

imagined thefe Traitors more faithful to them, than the Citizens,

who with Integrity fupported their Interefts ; when Lafthenes

covered his Houfe with Macedonian Shingles, and Euthycrates

fed his Herds of Oxen, for which he never paid in Macedonia

;

when one of their Magiftrates brought Sheep from thence, and

another Horfes, yet the People, againft whom thefe Treafons

were committed, were not only not angry, nor pvmiftied the

Traitors, who committed them, but looked up to them with

Admiration, envied, honoured, and efteemed them, as Men

of fuperior Abilities. While Affiiirs proceeded in this Manner,

and Corruption grew powerful, although they now commanded

a thoufand Horfe, and their Numbers amounted to more than

ten thoufand; although all their Neighbours were their Con-

federates, and you fent them Succours of ten thoufand Merce-

naries and fifty Gallies, with a Body of four thoufand Citizens,

yet nothing was capable of preferving them, but before one Year

Vol. n. R of
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of War had expired, thefe Traitors had delivered up all the

Cities in Chalcis, while Philip was unable to attend the Betray-

ers, nor could determine where he fhould firft take PoflefTion.

Yet what no other Mortal had ever done, he took five hundred

Horfe, betrayed, with all their Arms, even by their own

Commanders. Nor did they, who perpetrated thefe Florrors,

blufli to behold the Sun, that Mother-Earth, upon which they

flood, the Temples of the Gods, the Sepulchres of their Ancef-

tors, or the Infamy attending fuch Crimes. So fenfelefs, O
Men of Athens, fo ftupid does Corruption render Mankind,

You therefore, in whom the Conftitution is placed, ought to

to be greatly wife, nor fuffer fuch Evils, but punifli theni

with fome diftinguifhed Vengeance. For it were exceedingly

ftrange, after having publiflied fo many fevere Decrees again ft

the Betrayers of Olynthus, if you fliould appear carelefs of

punifhing your own proper Traitors. Read the Decree uppn

the Olynthians,

The Decree.

Thus did you appear both to Greeks and' Barbarians, to hav^

righteoufly and honourably decreed againft thefe Traitors, and'

Enemies of the Gods.

Since therefore fuch Offences are the conftant Attendants of

Corruption, and Mankind a6t in this Manner by its Influence,

whofoever, O Men of Athens, you are confcious receives Prefents,

be fure to conclude him a Traitor. But if one Man betrays

every
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every favourable Conjim6lure ; another the Bufinefs of the State

;

a third his Soldiers, and each of tliem deftroys whatever he

was appointed to preferve, then fhould all of them be equally

detefted. To you alone, of all Mankind, O Men of Athens,

it is given to make ufe of your own hiftorical Examples upon

thefe Occadons, and to imitate in your Adions thofe Aucef-

tors you fo juftly applaud. But if at prelent, in Time of Peace,

you cannot imitate the Battles, Expeditions, Dangers, in which

they were fplendidly glorious, yet imitate their Wifdom, for

which there is every where Occalion. Neither is Wifdom more

difficult to acquire, or more troubleforae to preferve, than

Folly. Whoever, therefore, while you are fitting here, will

take Cognizance of your Affairs, and form his Decrees upon

them as he ought, will ad: for the Advantage of the Republic,

and behave himfelf not unworthy of his Anceftors; otherwifc

he will ruin his Country, and be a Difhonour to his Ancef-

tors. (43) But what Opinion did they entertain of fuch Trai-

tors ? Here, Secretary, read this Infcriptlon ; for it is nc-

cefiary you fhould be convinced, that the Crimes, which you

treat with Indifference, they punifhed with Death. Read it.

An Inscription on a Column. (44)

R 2 You

(43) The PafTage Is not without Ob- cording to the Inte«efls of the Common-

fturity. Although we cannot imitate, wealth.

in Time of Peace, the military Virtues (44) The Reader may find the Words

of our Anceftors, let us imitate tlieir po- of this Decree in tbe firll Volume, FsLg:

litical Wifdom, in attending the public 265.

Councils, and giving our Suffrages ac-
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You hear, O Men of Athens, that this Infcription pro-

nounces Arthmius an Enemy to the Athenian People, and their

Confederates ; him and all his Generation. Why ? Becaufe he

brought Gold from the Barbarians into Greece. By this Inftance

you may perceive, that your Anceflors were anxious to prevent

even Foreigners from introducing the Mifchiefs of Gold into

any Part of Greece, while you with Indifference behold your

own Citizens importing it even into the Midft of the Republic.

But, in the Name of Jupiter! was this Column placed merely

as Chance diredled the Situation ? No ; by the Gods, Although

this whole Citadel be facred, and of a large Circumference,

yet it was placed upon the right Hand of our great bronze

Minerva, which the Republic confecrated in Remembrance of

the Victory gained over the Barbarians, and to the Expence of

which all the States of Greece contributed. So much was Juftice

at that Time revered, and. the Puniihment of fuch Offenders

held in Honour, that the Statue of the Goddefs, and the

Column, upon which were infcribed the PuniQiments of

Traitors, were deemed worthy of the fame Situation. But now,.

Laughter and Difhonour will be the Confequence of fuch.

Crimes, if you do not immediately reprefs this Audacioufnefs,

this immoderate Licentioufnefs.

Yet I (liould imagine, O Men of Athens, you will ad vi^ith.

Wifdom, if you imitate your Anceftors, not in this Inftanc^

alone, but in the whole Series of their Condud: afterwards.

When
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When Callias, for Inftance, was AmbafTador to Pcrfia, as I

am perfuaded you have heard, and had negotiated a Peace,

which was applauded by all the States of Greece, and by which

the Perfian Monarch could not defcend with any Body of

Forces nearer the Sea-Coafts, than the Diftance, that an Horfe

could run in a Day; nor approach by Sea to the Chalydonian,,

or Cyanean Iflands with any VelTel beyond a certain Bulk, yet

as he appeared to have accepted Prefents in his Embafly, our

Anceftors had very nearly ordered his Execution, and in pafling;

his Accounts fined him fifty Talents; though certainly the Re-

public never concluded, either before or afterwards, a Peace

more honourable. But this Circumftance they did not confider,

or they attributed it to their own Virtue, and the Authority

of the Commonwealth; but whether their Ambaflador was

influenced by Money, they imputed to his own Manners, vvhicli

they judged fhould be honeft and uncorrupted, when engaging

in the Adminiftration of public Affairs. So much did they

efteem Corruption an Enemy and pernicious to the State, as

not to fuffer it in any Negotiation, however glorious, or in any

Perfon, however eftimable. But you, O Men of Athens,,

although you behold the very fame Peace rafing to the Ground

thf Walls of your Confederates, and building the Houfes

of your Ambaffadors; taking away from the Republic her

PoffefTions, and giving to them what they never hoped for;

even in their Dreams, yet you do not order them to be put to.

Death, but want an Accufer, and profecute with Words thofe

Oftcnces,

8
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Offences, which you have beheld in Deeds. Nor might ancient

Examples only be cited to animate you topunifli thefe Traitors,

but even within your own Time many have fuffered the

Punifliment they deferved. Other Criminals I fliall pafs over,

and oiiiy mention one or two, who were capitally convicted

for Mifcondudt in their Embaflies, though far lefs pernicious

to the Republic, than this of iEfchines. Read me this Decree.

The Decree.

According to this Decree, OMen of Athens, you capitally

condemned thefe Ambafladors, one of whom, Epicrates, as I

have been informed by our aged Citizens, was a valuable Man,

greatly ufeful to the Commonwealth, and one of the Leaders,

who brought home the People from the Pyrasum, and in other

Inftances extremely popular. Yet none of thefe Virtues availed

him; and with Reafon. Becaufe, whoever undertakes to

execute fuch an Employment fhould not be partially virtuous,

nor abufe the Credit he hath gained with you to the Commiffion

of greater Villainies, but in general fhould never be guilty of

any voluntary Offence.

If iEfchines therefore and his Colleagues have not committed

every Crime, for which thefe Men fuffered Death, then let mc

be condemned. For confider; *' Whereas they have a<Eled in

" their Embafly (thefe are the Words of the Decree) contrary

*' to their Inftrudlions, and our Decrees;" this wasthefirft

Offence,
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Offence, with which they were charged. But have not thefe

Ambaffadors aded in contradidlion to their Inflrudions? Docs

not your Decree exprefsly command, that the Peace {Tiould

extend to the Athenians, and the Confederates of the Athenians,

and have they not openly excluded the Phocaeans? Does it

not order, " that the Magiftrates of the feveral Cities fhould

** take the Oaths of Ratification," but have they ever tendered

thefe Oaths to the Magiftrates, who were fent by PhiHp ? Were

not your Ambaffadors forbidden ever to be alone with Philip,

and did they ever ceafe to enter inta private Conferences with

him? " Some of them were Gonvi6led before the Senate of

*' declaring Falfehoods;" and are not your prefent Ambaffidors

eonvidled before the People ? But by what Evidence convicfled^

for this is an illuftrioiis Circumftance? By the Fads themfelves,

for every Event hath happened in dired: Contradidion to their

Declarations. " Neither have they (fo fpeaks the Decree)

'* written Truth in their Difpatches." But did thefe Men write

Truth? " They eahimniated our Confederates and were cor-

" rupted." Inftead of calumniating, they utterly deftroyed; a

Crime, far more atrocious than Calumny. But with regard to

their having been corrupted, if they denied, it would only re-

Efiain to conviift thenij but fince they themfelves confcfs, let

them be carried away to Execution,.

What then, O Men of Athens ? when Affairs are in fueh a

Situation, fhall you, the Defcendants of fuch Anceftors, and

fome
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fome of you alive, when thefe Tranfadions happened; fhall

you endure that Epicrates, the Benefadlor of the Athenians,

and one of the Leaders, whiO brought home the People from

the Pyrasum, fhould be deprived of his Rank as a Citizen, and

delivered over to Punifiiment ; again, that, fomc Time before,

Thrafybulus, the Son of Thrafybulus, that Favourite of the

People, whom he brought home from their Exile in Phyle,

fhould be fined ten Talents ; that a Defcendant of Harmodius

and Ariftogitoa, who had wrought the mofl important Services

for the Republic, and whom, in Remembrance of thofe Ser-

vices, you invited by a Law to partake of your Libations, and

the facred Cups, in rJl your Temples and Sacrifices; whom
you have ever celebrated and honoured equally with our Heroes

and Gods; that all thefe Perfons fhould fuffer the Punifliment

appointed by our Laws ; that neither Pardon, norCompalTion, nor

the weeping Children, who bore the Names of your. Benefadlors,

nor any other Influence could fupport them, and will you ac-

quit the Son of that Pedagogue Atrometus, and that Sorcerefs

Glaucothoe, who ufcd to dance before her Chorus of Bacchanali-

ans, and for whofe Myfferies another Prieftefs was put to Death j

will you acquit the Defcendant from fuch Anceflors, who never

were ufeful in any one Inftance to the Republic, neither himfelf,

his Father, or any of his Relations? For what Horfe, what

Galley, what Expedition, what Expence in Shows, what

mufical Entertainment, what public OfKce, what Contribution,

what Benevolence, what Danger, what fingle Service of any

Kind
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Kind have they ever, through all Time, performed for the Re-

pubHc? But if they had really performed all thefe Services,

and yet were unable to add, that he had difcharged his Embafly

with Probity and Integrity, ^Efchines would ftill deferve to

fuffer Death. But if he can neither plead the Merits of his

Anceflors, nor his own Integrity, will you not punifh? Will

you not remember what he afierted, when he profecuted

Timarchus? " That there can be nothing valuable in that

" State, which hath not Strength fufficient to punifh Malefac-

" tors, or in that Conftitution, where perfonal AfFedion and

" Solicitations prevail over the Laws: that you fliould there-

" fore neither pity the Mother of Timarchus, an aged Woman»

" nor his Children, nor any other Perfon, but confider only,

" that if you abandoned the Care of your Laws and the Confti-

" tution, you fhall never find any to Pity your own Misfortunes."

The unhappy Timarchus therefore was branded with Intamy,

becaufe he faw the Villainies of ^fchines, and fhall .Efchines

himfelf be unpuniilied ? How is it poflible ? For if he thought

proper, that fuch an extraordinary Punilliment fhould be inflic-

ted upon thofe, who had offended only again ft their own

Perfons, what Vengeance may not you, who are fworn to

judge with Impartiality, pronounce upon thofe (among v/hom

^fchines appears convidled) who have offended the Republic in

an Affiir of fuch Importance? " Becaufe by that Trial your

" Youth, in the Name of Jupiter ! will become more virtuous."

Yet by this Trial your Minifters, by whom the Common\\'ca]th

Vol. II. S is
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is brought into the greateft Dangers, will become more virtuous.

Of them alfo fome proper Care fhould be taken.

But to convince you, that he deftroyed Timarchus, not, by

the Gods, in his SoHcitude for your Children, and their Virtue

(for they are, O Men of Athens, already virtuous, and never

may fuch Infamy befall the Republic, that ever they fhould

want the Inftrudiions of Aphobetus and -ffifchines) but becauie

Timarchus propofed a Decree in the Senate, that whoever

(liould be dete6i:ed in conveying Arms, or any naval Stores to

Philip, fhould be punifhed with Death. In Proof of this Af-

ferCion, how long fince Timarchus firft harangued the People?

A very confiderable Time. But ^Efchines was all this Time in

Athens, yet never difcovered his Indignation ; never imagined

it fo terrible an Affair, that a Man of fuch Morals fhould fpeak

in your AfTemblies, (45) untill he went to Macedonia, and

had there fold himfelf to Philip. Take and read me the Decree

of Timarchus.

The Decree.

He, therefore, who for your Intereft: decreed it punifhable

with Death, to convey Arms to Philip during the War, was

ruined, and branded with Infamy ; while he, who traiteroufly

delivered

(4/;) It hath been already remarked, of giving Evidence in a Court of Juftice,

that a Pcrlbn condemned for the Impu- or of fpeaking before the People,

rity of his Life, was rendered incapable
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delivered up to him the Arms of your Confederates, accufcd

and profecuted Timarchus, O Earth and Heavens! for Lubri-

city of Manners, even in Prefence of his two Relations, whom

you would have been unable to behold without Exclamations of

Horrour, (46) the abominable Nicias, who let himfelf out for

Hire to Chabrias the ^Egyptian; and that execrable Cerybion,

who in our Feftivals played his Bacchanalian Charaders, even

without a Mafk. Yet why do I mention them? He pro-

fecuted Timarchus even in the Prefence of Aphobetus. But all

Remarks that Day upon Impudicity ran upwards, like Rivers

againft their Fountain- Head.

Into what Ignominy, what Diihonour his Improbity and

Falfehood have thrown the Republic, I fhall now declare,

pafling over all other Circumftances, in which you are already

well informed. Formerly, O Men of Athens, all the other

States of Greece were anxious to know your Decrees; but now

we wander about folicitouily inquiring, and liftening, like

Spies, to what is decreed by others ; what do the Arcadians ?

what do the Amphictyons determine? Whither is Philip

marching? Is he alive or dead? Do we not really adt in this

Manner? For myfelf, I am not alarmed, that Philip is alive,

S 2 but

(4.6) Wolfius very well obferves, that thers according to the Scholiaft, wlio

the Judges, who fat upon the Trial of were then prefent, do not appear in this

Timarchus, are not the fame, who are Trial. If you had feen them, you muji

to pronounce Sentence in this of ^fchi- have exclaimed with Horrour.

nes. His Relations too, his Wife's Bro-
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but that the Spirit of the RepubUc in detefting and punifhing

Traitors is dead. Nor does PhiHp terrify me, if your Affairs

are in Health; but if Impunity be granted to thofe, who are

willing to earn the Wages of Philip; if fome of your Citizens,

who have gained a Confidence amongft you, will become the

Patrons of Traitors ; if they, who had always conftantly refufed

to plead Philip's Caufe, fhall now afcend the Tribunal in his

Favour; thefe to me are indeed objedls of Terrour. For why,

Eubulus, when your Coufin-German, Hegefileus, and, fome

Time before, your Uncle Thrafybulus, were impeached, why

did you refufe to appear, when cited upon the firft colleding the

Suffrages on the Judgement of their being guilty, or on the

fecond Opinion, that was to determine their Punifliment ? (47)

why did you not fpeak in their Defence? Wherefore entreat

the Judges to have you excufed? Did you refufe to patronize

your Relations, Perfons allied to you by Blood, and will you

be an Advocate for ^Efchines? That iiEfchines, who, when

Ariftophon impeached Philonieus and through him accufed your

Adminiftration, joined in the Profecution, and was numbered

among your Enemies. Yet foon afterwards you alarmed the

People, and declared they muft either go down to the Pyrzeum

for fome immediate Expedition; they muft either bring in

their Contributions, and convert the theatrical Funds to the

Service

(47) The firft Part of the Day in any his Defence ; the third, for determining

eriminal Profecution was appointed for his Punifliment, if he was found guilty.,

the Profecutor, the Laws, and for Li- Tiiefe Cuftoms will be more fully ex.*

berty ; the fecond, for the Criminal and prained hereafter.
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Service of the Soldiery, or ratify the Decree, which iEfchines

fupported, and that abominable Philocrates propofed, and by

which, inftead ot an honourable, this ignominious Peace had

been concluded. Have they by their Villainy totally ruined

our Affliirs, and are you now reconciled ? You, who mentioned

Philip with Execrations in an Aflembly of the People, and

fwore by your Children, that he muft certainly be ruined, if

the Athenians pleafed to ruin him, do you now fupport that

Philip? Why did you impeach Myrocles for having exadled

twenty Drachmas from every Citizen, who purchafed the

public Mines? Why did you indiA Cephifophon upon an

Adbion of Sacrilege, for having placed out feven Minas of the

facred Funds at Intereft three Days beyond the ftated Time, yet

thofe, who have in Pofleilion, who confefs, who are convided,

and taken in the Fa6t of committing thefe Crimes to the Def-

trudtion of our Confederates, thefe Traitors you never accufe,

but are urgent with us to acquit them?

That thefe are formidable Crimes, and requiring muchi

Prudence and Caution to guard againft their Effeds, while

thofe, of which you accufed Myrocles and Cephifophon were

abfolutely ridiculous, will eafily appear. Were there not in

Elis, fome Perfons, who plundered the public Treafury ? Ex-

tremely probable. But were any of them concerned in ruining,

the Conftitution and Liberty of their Country? Not one.

Were there not in Olynthus, while that State was in Being,

htas
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fome Citizens of this Charader? Certainly. What? Were

there not in Megara, who robbed, and plundered the Public ?

Undoubtedly ; and it appeared. Were any of them the Authors

of thofe Calamities, which befell that State ? Not one. Who

therefore, and what were they, who committed fuch flagrant

Crimes? They, who thought themfelves honoured in being

called the Guefts and the Friends of Philip; who deemed

themfelves worthy of commanding your Armies, and prefiding

in your Councils, and exerting a Superiority over the People.

Was not Perilaus lately impeached before the Senate of Me-

gara, becaufe he went to Macedonia; and did not Ptceodorus,

the principal Citizen of Megara in Riches, Birth and Reputa-

tion, appear in his Defence, folicit for his Pardon, and again

fend him back to Philip ? He returned afterwards with a Body

of mercenary Troops, while Ptceodorus had totally changed the

civil Conftitution of his Country. For there is nothing, cer-

tainly nothing, of which you fhould be more cautious, than the

fufrering anyone Angle Citizen to exert an Authority fuperiorto

that of the whole People. Let no Man ever be acquitted or

condemned by the meer Pleafure of another; let his own Adions

acquit him; on the contrary, let this iEfchines be condemned

by the Juftice of your Sentence; (48) for fuch Condudt is

democratical.

I Several

(48) This Manner of mentioning iEf- Reafoning before is general, but this A p-

chines, thus irregularly, thus feemingly plication gives it a particular Direflion.

without Defign, is of great Force. The It is now pointed at Alfchines alone.

The
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Several of your Citizens have indeed, upon particular Oc-

cafions, gained an Influence over you j Califtratus, Ariftophon,

Diophantus, and others formerly. But where did they exert

this Influence? In your Afiemblics only : for never, even to

this Day, did any of theni aflijme an Authority in your Courts

of Juftice: an Authority more powerful than you yourfelves;

than the Laws and your Oaths. Do not therefore fuffer Eubulus

to ufurp this Authority. But to convince you, it will be a

greater Proof of your Wifdom to preferve it yourfelves, than to

intrufl: it to others, I will read you the Oracles of the Gods,

who far more powerfully proted; the Republic, than they, who

govern it. Read.

The Oracles.

Do you hear, O Men of Athens, what the Gods declare ?

If in Time of War, therefore, they had made this Declaration,

they would have adviled you to guard with Caution againft

your Commanders, becaule in War your Commanders are your

Governors; if in Peace, to guard againfl: your Magifl:rates;

becaufe they are then your Governors; you obey them, and

are in Danger of being deceived by them. Befldes, the Oracle

declares, that the Republic fliould be united ; that her Citizens

fhould be unanimous in their Deciflons, and not give Pleafure

to their Enemies. Whether then do you imagine, O Men of

Athens,

The Reader is Indebted for this Re- {landing, to Doftor Taylor in his Notes

mark, certainly of much good Under- upon another Oration.
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Athens, will the acquitting or condemning the Man, who

wrought fuch Mifchiefs, give Pleafure to PhiHp? In my

Judgement, his being acquitted. But the Oracle advifes you

always to a6t in fuch a Manner, that your Enemies may never

have Reafon to rejoice. Thus does Jupiter, Venus and all the

Gods command you with one Confent to punifli thofe, who

render any Services to your Enemies. But who are your Ene-

mies? The Aflailants without, and their Affiftants within.

The Office of thefe AlTailants is to give; that of their Affiftants

to receive, and to protedl others, who receive.

Besides, we may difcover by the Force of human Reafon

only, that of all things moft odious, and moft terrible, is a

Magiftrate's Familiarity with them, who have Sentiments and

Inclinations different from thofe of the People, whom they

govern. For confider, by what Arts Philip hatii become thus

univerfally powerful, and by what Inftruments he hath wrought

out his Succefs. By purchafing the Affiftance of whoever fold

their Abilities j by corrupting the Magiftrates in every free City,

and infpiring them with Infolence and Ambition, But thefe

Arts it is this Day in your Power to render ufelefs, if you de-

termine not to hear the Advocates of fuch Traitors j if you

demonftrate, that they have not an abfolute Authority over you

(for at prefent they declare themfelves your abfolute Mafters) if

you puniffi the Wretch, who hath fold himfelf to PhiHp, and

let the whole World behold his Pujiiffiment. For though you

may
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may with Juftice, O Men of Athens, flievv your Indignation

againfl: whoever commits fuch Villainies; whoever betrays your

Confederates, your Allies, and thofe Conjunctures, upon

which the Profperity or Mifery of every particular Citizen

depends, yet never can you (hew that Indignation witli crreater

Juftice, than againft this iEfchines., For he, who numbered

himfelf amongft thofe, who were moft fufpicious of Philip; he,

who alone, and firft was confcious, that Philip was the com-

mon Enemy of Greece, yet deferted to that Enemy, betrayed

his Poft, and fuddenly became an Advocate for Philip, docs he

not merit a thoufand Deaths? That thefe Allegations are true,

he hath it not in his Power to deny. For who firft introduced

Ifchander to you, and afllired you he came hither from the

Friends of this Republic in Arcadia? Who was even clamo-

rous in declaring, that Philip was pillaging Greece and Pelopon-

nefus, and that you were afteep? Who repeated thole beauti-

ful, and long, and numerous Declamations, and read the

Decrees of Miltiades and Themiftocles, (49) and the Oath,

which is taken by our Youth in the Temple of Agraulus? (50)

Did not JEfch'mcs? Who perfuaded you to fend an Embally

even to the red Sea, as if Greece were already invaded by Philip,

and that it was your Duty to provide for her Safety, and not

Vol. II. T abandon

(49) WhenthePfiTiansinvadedGreece, he gained a complete Vi<5tory. Thcfe
Miltiades determined to meet them at Examples /Efchincs produced to animate
Marathon with only the Forces of the the People againft Philip. Scholiast.
Repubhc. Themiftocles perfuaded the (50) The military Oath, taken at tlic

Athenians to forfake their City, and to Time of enliftino-.

venture the Sea-fight at Salamis, where
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abandon her States? Did not Eubulus write the Decree, and

i^fchines go AmbafTador to Peloponnefus ? How he negotiated,

and how he harangued, when he arrived there, he may himfelf

know; but what he declared here, I am confident you all re-

member; that he often called Philip a Barbarian and the Pert

of Greece; that he declared the Arcadians would be exceedingly

rejoiced, if the Republic of Athens would give fome Attention

to her Affairs, and awake from her Slumbers. But what beyond

every other Circumftance, he faid, provoked his Indignation,

in his Return he happened to meet Atreftidas returning on his

Journey from Philip, and travelling with fome thirty Women

and Children ; that he afked with Aftonifhment, who the Man

was, and what the Croud of People with him. But when he

heard, that Atreftidas, on his leaving Philip, had received thefe

Oiynthian Prifoners as a Prefent, the Sight appeared to him

moft deplorable; he burft into Tears, and lamented the Fate

of Greece, fo unhappily fituated, as not to regard fuch Calami-

ties. He then advifed you to fend Ambaffadors to Arcadia to

accufe the Faftion, who fupported Philip, for he had been in-

formed by his Friends, that if the Republic would ad with Seri-

oufnefs in the Affair, and fend an Embafly, the Traitors would

bejuftly punifhed.

Such were his Harangues at that Time, O Men of Athens,

honourable and worthy of the Commonwealth. But when he

arrived in Macedonia, and beheld this Philip, both his own, and

I the
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tlie common Enemy of Greece, did his Harangues afterwards

bear any Refemblance to thofe he had fpoken before; was

there any Affinity between them ? Far otherwife. He then

declared, we ought no longer to remember our Anceftors, nor

talk of their Triumphs, nor fend Succours to any of the States

of Greece. Then did he profefs his Wonder at thofe, who

advifed you to confult the Grecians in general upon concluding

a Peace with Philip, as if it were neceffary to afk the Confent

of others in Matters of your own peculiar Concernment. He af-

firmed, that Philip himfelf, O Hercules ! of all Mankind was bed

affected to Greece, the greateft Orator of his Age, and fond of

Athens to Excefs, but that fome of her Citizens were fo perv^erfe,

fo implacable, as not to be afhamed of pouring forth their

Inve<5lives againft him, and calling him a Barbarian.

Is it poffible, that the very fame Man, who had made thefe

firft Declarations, fhould ever dare, unlefs he were corrupted,

to utter thefe fecond Sentiments? What? He, who looked

upon Atreftidas with Horrour, on account of thofe Olynthian

Women and Children, could he endure to adl in Conjundion

with Philocrates, who brought the free-born Women of Olyn-

thus hither for Proftitution ? A Wretch, fo notorioufly infamous

for the Impurity of his Life, that it were unneceffary to fny any

thing reproachful, or fevere of him. Let me only allert, Phi-

locrates brought Women hither, and my whole Audience is

fully informed for what Purpofes, and will pity, I am well

T 2 aJTurcd,
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afiured, thcfe ill-fated, miferable Creatures, whom ^fchincs

never pitied. Neither did he lament with Tears the Fate of

Greece, apparent in the Miferies of the Women, who were

infulted and outraged by our Ambaffadors, even in thePrefence

of our Confederates. Yet he will now lament himfelf, and the

Errors of his Embafly, with Tears and Cries; perhaps will

bring his Children, and appear with them on the Tribunal,

With regard to his Children, confider, O Men of Athens,

that the Children of many of your Confederates, and Allies, are

at this Moment Vagabonds and Beggars, after having fuffered

by his Crimes the extremeft Wretchednefs. It were far more

worthy of your Clemency to pity them, than the Children of

fuch a Traitor ; for he and his Colleagues, by adding thefe

Words, " and to his Pofterity," to the Articles of Peace, have

deprived your Children of all future Hopes. With regard to

his Tears, remember you have now before you the Man, wha

advifed you to fend an Embafly to Arcadia to accufe the Fadlion.

of Philip.

But it is now no longer neceflary to fend Ambafladors to

Peloponnefus, to travel a long Journey, nor expend immenfe

Sums on the Road, but to come forward each of you to the

Tribunal, and give a jufl: and holy Suffrage in Favour of your

Country againft this MaQ, O Earth and Heaven! who having

declaimed at firft, as 1 have related, of Marathon and Salamis,

5 ^^
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of Battles and Trophies, on a fiidden, as foon as he had landed

in Macedonia, fpoke in dired; Contradi(5lion to his former Ha-

rangues; that we rhould no longer remember our Anceftors,

nor talk of their Trophies, nor fend Succours, nor enter into

Council with the other States of Greece, and only not rafe her

Cities ourfelves. Expreflions, fo full of Turpitude, were

never uttered in your Afiemblies. For among either Greeks

or Barbarians is there fo perverfe, fo ftupid, fo virulent an

Enemy to the Republic, that if he were afked; *' tell me, is

" there any Part of Greece,, fuch as it now appears, and inha-

" bited as it is at prefent, that could have either preferved its

" Name, or been inhabited by Grecians, if our Anceftors had

" not given fuch fignal Proofs of their Virtue at Marathon and

" Salamis?" No one, I am perfuaded, would ailert it could;

but on the contrary, that the whole Country mufl have been

fubdued by the Barbarians. Thofe Honours therefore, thofe

Praifes, of which even your Enemies would not deprive you,

j^fchines, that he may receive his Penfion, will not fuffer you,

the Defcendants of thofe Anceftors, even to mention. Of all

other Bleffings the Dead cannot participate, but Praife for the

glorious Adlions, which they died in performing, is their pecu-

liar Property, nor after Death does Envy itfelf oppofe their

Pofle/Tion. He therefore, who defpoils them of thefe Honours^

may juftly be deprived of his own Dignity, Vvhiie your Juftice

will appear in thus revenging your Anceftors.

By
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By fuch Expreflionsj thou execrable Wretch, didfl thou at

once phinder the Adlions, and lacerate the Fame of our Ancef-

tors, and ruin all our Affairs. From thence you have purchafed

Land; from thence become a Man of Importance. Before

he had wrought thefe numberlefs Misfortunes to the Republic,

he acknowledged himfelf a Notary; he profefled his Gratitude

to you for appointing him to that Office, and behaved him-

felf with tolerable Modefty. But after he had wrought a

thoufand Mifchiefs to the State, he grew arrogant and fupercili-

ous; if any one calls him -^fchines, the Notary, he inftantly

declares himfelf his Enemy, and complains he is abufed; he

now ftalks through the Forum with his Robe flowing down to

his Heels, taking long Strides with Pythocles, (51) and puffing

up his Cheeks; he now becomes one of Philip's Guefts and

Friends, who determine to quit the Party of the People,

and call the prefent State of Affairs ConfuGon and Madnefs;

altliough he ftill continues to reverence the wretched Cell, in

which he was educated. (52)

I WILL now fummarily repeat the political Artifices, by which

Philip impofed upon you, and in which he was affifted by thefe

Enemies

(51) Pythocles, according to the Scho- (52) The Paflage is of acknowledged

liafl:, was very tall, and i^fchines a very Obfcurity. It probably means, that lEU

little Man. From thence our Author chines, with all his Infoience and Vanity,

laughs at the whimfical Affedation of his ftill preferves the Meannefs of his ori-^

walking with Pythocles, as if by thefe ginal Manners and Education, A Ch^'

large Strides he could meafure Height rafler not uncommon,

^vith him.
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Enemies of the Gods, becaufe it much concerns you to examine

and behold the whole Progrefs of his Delulions. At firft, when

his Dominions were laid wafte by Robbers, and his Ports fliut

up in fuch a Manner, as deprived him of all Advantages of

Commerce, he ardently wifhed for Peace, and fent hither

Neoptolemus, Ariftodemus, and Ctefiphon, who made, in

his Name, very equitable Propofals. But when we went

Ambafladors to him, he inftantly hired this i^fchines to defend

and fupport the polluted Philocrates, and to gain a Superiority

over us, who were determined to preferve our Integrity. He

likewife wrote a Letter to you, by which he principally hoped

to obtain a Peace. Neither was it in his Power, even then, to

execute any thing extraordinary againft you, unlefs he ruined

the Phocaeans; nor was this extremely eafy; for his Affairs

were contraded, as if by fome peculiar good Fortune, into

fuch narrow Bounds, that he mufl: either fail of executing the

Schemes he propofed, or of Necefllty muft appear a Liar and

perjured, and have all the Barbarians, as well as Grecians,

Witnefles of his Improbity. Becaufe, if he had received the

Phocffians as his Confederates, and had given to them his Oath

of Alliance as to us, he muft have inftantly violated his En-

gagements to the Thebans, to whom he had fvvorn to fubdue

Ba^otia, and to the Theffalians, whom he had promifed to

reftore to their Seat among the Amphidyons. (53) On the

contrary, if he had rcfufed to receive the Phocseans into his

Confe-

(53) From whence they were expelled by the Phocacans. Wolfius,
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Confederacy, as in Fadl he afterwards refufed, he imagined,

you would not fuffer him to march any farther, but would

fend Succours to Thermopylse, which, if you had not been

deceived, you would certainly have done, and if done, he

computed you muft have effectually flopped his Progrefs. Nor

was it neceflary to hear this Truth from others : he was himfelf

a WItnefs of the Fad:. For after his firft Vidory over the

Phocsans, in which he cut to Pieces their mercenary Troops,

with their General and Commander Onomarchus, when no

human Creature, either Greek or Barbarian, except you, fent

them Succours, he not only did not enter the Streights of Ther-

mopyl^, but did not execute any of the Schemes he propofed to

himfelf after his having entered them; he was unable even to

approach them. (54) When he had fome Contefts with the Thef-

falians, and the Phereans refufed to follow him ; when the The-

bans were defeated, and routed in Battle, and a Trophy was

ereded overthem by thePhocasans, Iprefume hcwasthenperfedtly

convinced, it was not in his Power to have entered the Streights,

if you had fent the Phoc^ans any Succours, nor could he have

fucceeded by Force, if he had attempted it, unlefs he had alfo

made

(54) Philip had been repulfed by the hp h.'.d attempted an Invafion and they

Athenians in his firft Attempt to enter had fent Succours to oppofe him. T'um

the Streights of ThermopyL-e. An Ac- fi nwrtdium omn.um vemo tulifTet cpem

tion thus [i^iori'jus and important was ce- Phocenfibus . . . 7ion penetraffet . . . jiec

lebrated at Athens with pecuhar Sacri- prcpe accedcre potuifTet. Such Miftakes

fict-s. Yet this Adion is repref^nted by muft frequently efcape the DUigence of
Wolfius in his Tranflation, as a cold the moft accurate Tranflator, and the

PoJlibiLty of the Succefs, which the beft Care of his Editors.

Athenians might have expedcd, if Phi-
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made ufe of Fraud. " How then (hall I avoid being publicly

*' convidled of breaking my Word, and the Infamy of Perjury,

*' yet execute the Plan I propofe ? How? Thus. I will, if

<* poflible, find an Athenian, who Hiall deceive the Athenians;

*' I {hall not then have any fhare in the Infamy." From thence

his Ambafladors declared at firft, that he would not receive

the Phocceans, as Confederates; butthefe Traitors replied, and

alTerted in the Affembly, that Philip could not with Honour

enter openly into an Alliance with the Phocseans, in regard to

his Engagements with the Thebans and ThefTalians; but that if

€ver he fhould happen to be abfolute Mafter of Affairs, and

obtain a Peace, the Articles, which we now propofed to him to

ratify, he would then pundually perform.

Upon thefe Hopes therefore, by thefe Artifices, thefe Infinu-

ations, did he obtain a Peace, within an Exclufion of the

Phocsans. Yet afterwards it became necefiary to prevent your

fending Succours to Thermopylae, for fifty Gallies were ftation-

ed together, that if Philip fliould march, you might hinder his

Progrefs. How then fliall he ad ? What other Artifices muft

be tried for this Purpofe? Every Oportunity you might poffibly

liave of engaging in the Afiair, muft be taken from you, and

proper Perfons muft be appointed to conduct and fuddenly bring

it to fuch a Conclufion, as to render it impradicabic, even

when you were determined, to fail out of your Harbours. It is

apparent, that your Ambafladors have aded in this Manner.

Vol. II. U With
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With regard to myfelf, as you have often heard, I was unable

to depart before them, and although I had hired a VeiTel, was

hindered from fetting Sail. But it now becomes abfolutely

neceflary, that the Phocsans fliould place a Confidence in Phi-

lip, and voluntarily furrender themfelves, left any unlucky

Accident fhould happen in his Affairs, or you fhould publifb

fome Decree againft him. " The Athenian Ambaffadors tliere-

" fore fhall declare, that the Phocsans fhall be preferved.

*' Then if any of them be fufpicious of me, he will rely upon,

*' their Faith, and furrender himfelf. We will, however, in-

" vite the Athenians to march into Phocis, that imagining

'' every thing fhall be regulated, as they pleafe to dire<£t, they

" may not publifh their Decrees to oppofe us. (56) Their own;

*' Ambaffadors fhall therefore make thefe Declarations and Pro-

" mifes in our Name, that whatever happen, the Athenian*

*' may not put themfelves in Motion."

In this Manner, by thefe Artifices, and by the Afliffance of

thefe Wretches, devoted to Perdition, have your Affairs been

univerfally ruined. For inftead of feeing Thefpias and Platsae

re-inhabited, you heard, that Orchomenus and Coronea were

enflaved: inflead of the Authority of the Thebans being re-

duced,

(56) We have already feen (Page 25) Invitation, that they Jloould march with

that Philip fent two Letters to invite the all their Forces to fupport the Caufe of

Athenians to a general Congrefs on the Jujike. We fhall there find, as he re-

Affairs of Phocis. ^fchines in the next prefencs it, the Reafon of their RefiUal.

Oration will give us the Terms of this
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duced, or their Infolence and Arrogance fuppreffed, the Cities of

the Phoc^ans, your Confederates, were rafed to the Ground;

the Thebans rafed them to the Ground, and their Inhabitants

were difperfed by the Harangues of iEfchines; inftead of deH-

vering up Eubaea in Exchange for Amphipolis, Philip is railing

Fortrefles in Eubaea, from whence to invade you, and is per-

petually meditating the Siege of thofe Places we ftill poflefs in.

that Illand : inftead of having Oropus reftored, we are now

preparing to march for the Defence of our own Frontiers, which,

while the Phocaeans were in Safety, we had never done: inftead

of performing their ancient, cuftomary Sacrifices at Delphos,

and having his Treafures reftored to Apollo, the rightful Am-
phi(n:yons are compelled to fly, are driven into Banifhment, and

their Country laid wafte; while thefe barbarian Macedonians,

who never had a Seat before among the Amphi6tyons, now

attempt by Force to enter into that Council. Whoever menti-

ons the facred Treafures is inftantly crucified; the Republic is

defpoiled of her Prerogative of firft confulting the Oracle at

Delphos, and all her Aftairs are perplexed and confufed like

an -^inigma. Thus Philip never told an Untruth, yet carried

all his Schemes into Execution, while you beheld whatever you

prayed and hoped for, in every Inftance contradicted, and

under an Appearance of Peace fuffered more direful Calamities,

than under an open Declaration of War. By fuch Pradices did

thefe Traitors get Money, and yet are even to this Day unpu-

nifhed.

U 2 That
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That thefe Misfortunes have undoubtedly been produced hy

Corruption, and that your AmbaiTadors received the Price of

this Corruption, is already manifeft to you, I prefume, in num-

berlefs Inftances, and I am apprehenfive, that, contrary to my

Intentions, by endeavouring with too much Solicitude to de-

monftrate their Guilt, I may grow tedious by a Repetition o£

what you already know. Hear me, however, in one Inftance

more. Among the Ambafladors, whom Philip fent hither ,,

is there any one to whom you would ere6l a Statue of Bronze

in the Forum? What do I fay? Is there any one, to whom

you would give an Entertainment in the Prytan^um, or any

other Prefent, with which you generally honour your Bene-

factors? In my Opinion, not one. Why? Not becaufe yoij

are ungrateful, or unjuft, or malevolent, but becaufe you may-

affirm, as you certainly might affirm with Truth and Jufticcj

that they always a6led, not in Support of your Interefts, but

thofe of Philip. Do you then imagine, that while you are thus

fenfible of the Force of this reafoning, that Philip can think

in a different Manner? Or did he give your Ambafladors fo

many, and fuch fplendid Prefents, becaufe they acled in their

Embafly, with regard to you, v;ith Integrity and Honour?

Impoffible. You behold in what Manner he treated Hegefippus

and his Colleagues. Other Inftances I ffiall pafs over unmen-

tioned. But he baniflicd the Poet Xenoclydes by Proclamation,

becaufe he had holpitably received his Fellow-Citizens. (5 7) Thus

does

(c;y) Xenoclidis, a Poet of Athens, rcfided in Macedonia. Seeing the Difre-

gard.



D E M O S T H li N E S. 149

does he a(5l towards thofe, who fpeak with Integrity what they

really think for your Advantage, and thus, with regard to thofe,

who have fold themfelves, like iEfchines and Philocrates. Do
thefe Affertions therefore require Witneffes? Do they want

any ftronger Proof ? Shall ever any Power be able to tear them

from your Memory ?

A CERTAIN Perfon met me lately near the Senate-Houfc,

and told me an Affair of all others moft extraordinary ; that

j^fchines was preparing to accufe Chares, and hoped to impofe

upon you by this Artifice, and by his Harangues. For my
own Part, if Chares be accufed, I dare affirm, that he will be

found to have a6led faithfully and affedionately, to the utmojft

of his Power, for your Advantage; but if in the Event he was

overpowered by Numbers, that ought to be imputed to the

Counfels of thole bad Men, who, under the Influence of Cor-

ruption, ruined the Republic. But I fhall make them this

abundant Conceflion. Let it be granted, that whatever -^fchi-

nes {hall fay againfl Chares may be peifedly true, yet ftill his

accufing him will be abfolutely ridiculous; becaufe I do not

blame ^^fchines for the Conduct of the War, for which the

Generals are alone accountable, nor impute to him the Peace

concluded by the Republic. Thus far I acquit him. What

then

gard, with which Hegefippus was treated. Behaviour, and banifhed hitn from his

he received him with the Hofpitahty due Do-minions. Scholiast».

to his Countrymen. Pljihp refented his
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then do I aflert, and from whence does this Impeachment arife?

From his having, while the Commonwealth was engaged in

concluding the Peace, fupported Philocrates againft thofe, who

propofed the beft Conditions; from his receiving Prefents;

wafting away the Time in his fecond Embafly, and never, in

any one Inftance, obeying your Inftru6lions; from his having

impofed upon the Republic, and ruined the whole State of our

Affairs by encouraging our Hopes, that Philip would a6t in

every thing as we fhould diredl ; laftly, from his having pleaded

in Defence of tliat Monarch, when others bid beware of him,

who had already committed fuch atrocious Ads of Injuftice.

Thefe are the Articles upon which I impeach him. Thefe you

ought to remember. Becaufe, if I had feen a juft and equal

Peace; if I had feen that your Ambafladors neither fold their

Integrity, nor uttered Falfehoods to deceive you, I would my-

felf have pronounced their Panegyric; I would myfelf have

advifed their being crowned. But if any of your Generals

hath failed in his Duty, his Errors have nothing in common

with the prefent Trial. For what General loft Halus, and

ruined the Phocaeans? Who loft Dorifcus? Who Cherfoblep-

tes? Who the facred Mountain? Who Thermopylae? Who
opened a Paffage for Philip even to the Frontiers of Attica

through the Territories of our Confederates and Allies? Who
alienated the Affedlions of Coronea, Orchomeniim, Eubsa,

and very lately of Megai'a? Who rendered the Thebans fo

5 pcwer-
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powerful? Thefe Misfortunes, however numerous and impor-

tant, were not occafioned by your Generals, but thefe Places

were ceded during the Peace, and Philip holds Polfeflion of

them by the Influence and Perfuaflon of thefe Traitors. They

were lofl: by them, and their Corruption.

If thefe are the proper Obje£ls of his Defence, and he fhall

wander from them, and choofe rather to fpeak to every other

Queftion, be fure to make him this Reply. We do not now

fit in Judgement upon any of our Generals, nor are you accuf-

ed of any Errors in the Conduct of the War. Do not therefore

tell us, that others are Accomplices with you in the Deftruc-

tion o^ the Phoc^ans, but convince us, that you yourfelf are

innocent. What? Do you now aflert, that Demofthenes is

guilty, yet never accufed him when he pafled his Accounts ?

Have you not always, even to this Moment, praifed his Condud ? .

Neither declaim upon the general Excellence and Advantages

of Peace, becaufe you are not accufed of having influenced the

Republic to conclude the Peace; but, that we were not fhame-

fully and opprobrioufly deceived in a thoufand Inflances after-

wards, and our Affairs totally ruined, make thefe the Subjeds

of your Declamation. For it is reprefented to us, that you are

the Author of all thefe Mifchiefs, and are therefore juftly deem-

ed worthy of Deftrudion. If you are careful to anfwer him in

this Manner, he will have nothing to reply, but fliall raife his

Voice, and chaunt forth its Sweetnefs in vain.

Perhaps;
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Perhaps it may be neceflary to fay fomething of his Voice,

for I am informed he greatly vaunts him of its Sweetnefs, as if

he intended to exercife his theatrical Talents upon this Occafion.

Yet in my Opinion, if, when he played the Character of

Thyeftes, or reprefented the Mileries of the Trojan War, you

drove him off the Stage with Hiffes, and only not with Stones,

in fuch a Manner, that he had very nearly defifted, in the

Article of Death, from playing any more third-rate Charadters,

it would furely be exceflively abfurd, if afterwards, when he

hath wrought a thoufand Mifchicfs, not upon the Scene, but

in the public and moft important Affairs of the Commonwealth,

you fhould liften to him, as an Orator. No ; may you never

commit fuch an Abfurdity. When you make Trial of an He-

rald, you fliould indeed be attentive to his having a good Voice,

but in choofing an Ambaffador, or any public Minifter, it is

your Intereft to fix upon a Man of Integrity, and zealous for

your Welfare. With regard to myfelF, I never looked up to

Philip with Admiration, but was anxious only to redeem our

Fellow-Citizens from Slavery, nor ever fubmitted to any thing

bafe or abjedt, while i^fchines threw himfelf proftrate at his

Feet, and fang Pasans of Vidory with him, and treated you

with Contempt.

Besides, when you behold a valuable Citizen, and ftudious

of your Interefts, poffefled of Eloquence, or Sweetnefs of

Voice, or any other Excellence, it is your Duty, all of you,

to
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to rejoice with him, and aflift him with Ardour (for fuch a

Man is a common Bleffing to you all) but when you perceive

him corrupted, abandoned, and a Slave to the moft fordid

Lucre, you fhould drive him out of the Aflembly, or liften to

him with Severity and Averlion; becaufe when a Man of a de-

praved Spirit hath gained the Reputation of Abilities among

you, he becomes moft dangerous to the State. Behold, by

the Reputation, that ^fchines had gained, what Miichiefs have

affaulted the Republic. But while Abilities of every other Kind

can tolerably well fupport themfelves, this of Eloquence, ifop-

pofed by its Audience, is inftantly checked in its Progrefs. You

{hould hear ^fchines therefore, as a Man void of all Integrity,.

corrupted, and never uttering a Syllable of Truth.

Now confider, that not only upon all other Accounts, but

with regard to your Negotiations with Philip, it were of advan-

tage to the Commonwealth that iEfchines fhould be condemned.

Becaufe, if ever Philip fhould hereafter be compelled to a6t

with Juftice to the Republic, he will alter his Conducft. At

prefent he hath chofen to impofe upon the Many, and to culti-

vate the Friendfhip of the Few. But fhould he hear, that

thefe Traitors are deftroyed, he will afterwards think proper to-

a£t with a regard to the Many, in whom refide all the Powers,

©f the Conftitution. On thecontrary, if he fhould perfevere, as

at prefent, in his Licentioufnefs and Infolence, you fhall in Effcd:

deftroy all thofe, who may fupport his Interefts hereafter, if you

Vol. IL. X. dcftr.o)^=
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deftroy this fingle Traitor. For if they have a6led in this Man-

ner under the Apprehenfion of being punifhed, what Crimes,

.do you imagine, will they not commit, when no longer appre-

henfive of yoitr Vengeance? What Kind of Euthycrates?

What Kind of Lafthenes? What Betrayer will they not excell

in Villainy ? Will not your Citizens become the moft abandon-

ed of all Mankind, when they behold the Wretches, who have

fold their Country, enjoying Riches, Authority, and Impunity,

by the Friendfhip of Philip, while they, who preferve their

Integrity, and fpend their Fortunes in the Service of the Public,

are purfued with Vexations, Hatred, Envy? May this never

happen. Never can it promote your Glory, your Piety, your

Security, nor anfwer any other valuable Purpofe, to acquit this

Traitor; but to render him an Example of your Juftice, both

to your own Citizens, and to all the other States of Greece, will

beft promote the Interefts of the Republic.

End of the ORATION.
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IDo implore you, Athenians, to hear me with a favourable

Attention; to confider the Greatnefs of my Danger; the

Multitude of Crimes, againft which I muft now make my

Defence ; the Arts, and Arguments of my Accufer, and even

his Cruelty, who hath prefumed to exhort our Judges, Men

fworn to hear the contending Parties with Impartiality, not

to endure even the Voice of the accufed. (i) Neither did

he utter this Sentiment in Anger ; for the Profecutor, who is

confcious of his own Falfehood, can have no Refentment a-

gainft the Man, who is unjuftly impeached; nor does he, who

urges nothing but Truth, ever forbid the Criminal to make his

Defence, becaufe the AccuHition hath no Effe6l upon an Audi-

ence, until the accufed hath obtained Liberty to make his

Apology,

It were nnneceiTary to prefix an Ar- ufeful to point out the particular Paf-

gument to this Oration. The Readier, fages in the lafl: Oration, which iEfchi-

v,'ho has been in any Meafure attentive nes reprefents as Proofs of the Malignity

to the -Profecution, will be able to form and Injuftice of his Accufer.

his own Judgement on the Merit of the (i) Thefe lad Words do not appear in

Defence. It may not, howcver, be un- the Oration of Demolthenes. Wolfk's.
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Apology, and^s unable to refute^.the Crimes, laid to his Charge,

But Dcmofthenes, I appreTiend, takes no Pleafure, nor indeed

is he formed to take Pleafure in the Language of Juftice, but

would willingly call forth your Indignation, and hath impeach-

ed me of Corruption, himfelf moft unfit to urge a Sufpicion

of this Kind. Becaufe, whoever impels his Judges to be angry

with the corrupt, fhould himfelf be moft diftant from fucli

Pradlices.

It happened, O Men of Athens, (2) that while I heard De-

mofthencs accuiing me, never was I under greater Apprehen-

lions, never more provoked, nor ever fo tranfported with

Pleafure. I was terrified, and even now am greatly alarmed,

left any of you, who know me not, fhould be influenced in

his Judgement by thofe infidious and malevolent Antithefes. (3)

Then I was rapt with Aftonifhment, and with Difficulty fup-

ported the Accufation, that charged me with Outrage, and

drunken Violence to a free-born Woman, and an Olynthian.

But I was delighted, when you with Indignation rejefled the

Charge, and I confefs, the modeft Deportment of my whole

Life was then repaid with Gratitude. (4)

I THERE-

(2) Perhaps, the finglc Inftance of (4) Ulpian tells us, that the Judges

this Addrefs, O Men of Athens, either rofe from the Bench with Refentment

in this, or the next Oration of iEfchines. and Indignation, when Demofthenes told

(3) The Reader may turn to Page 67. the Story of the Olynthian Woman, and

Wolfius thinks thefe Antithefes mean the that Eubulus, the Advocate of ^fchi-

Oppofition of Charafters between Philon nes, cried out. Can you endure to hear

and Alfchines, Page 6^. him uttering fuch Impurities ?
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I THEREFORE hoiioiir, and with fiagular Affedlion love yau

for giving Credit rather to the Lives of the accufcd, than to

the Accufations of their Enemies, ye% I would not decline

making my Defence againft this Charge ; becaufc if any of our

Citizens, who now furround this Court in Multitudes^ if any of

my Judges could believe I had committed fuch an Outrage,

not upon a free-born Woman only, but upon any other, I

fliould think the Remainder of my Life, a Life of Mifery : and

if, in the Progrefs of my Apology, I do not clearly prove,

that the Accufation itfelf is falfe, and that he, who aflerted it,

is an unhallowed Calumniator, I will acknowledge myfelf

worthy of Death, although I fhoiild not appear guilty of any

other Crime.

But his Declamation appeared to me mofl: unaccountable,

and cruelly unjuft, when he afked you, whether it were pof-

fible, that, in the very fame City, Philocrates fhould be con-

demned to die, becaufe, in the Confcioufnefs of his Crimes, he

would not venture to ftand his Trial, and that I fliould be acquit-

ted. But I imagine, I ought in Juftice, according to this very

reafoning, to be acquitted; for if he, who is confcious of his

Crimes, and does not appear, be deemed guilty, certainly the

Man, who is confcious of his Innocence, and delivers up his

Perfon to the Laws, and his Fellow-Citizens, cannot be guilty.

Let

(5) In regular Conclufion, camot he here draws a pofitive Conclufion of bh
deemed guiliy. But Orators have long Innocence from Premifles of meer Pro-

claimed a Privilege of departing from the bability.

fcvere Rules of Logic j and ^fchines



a6o . ORATIONOF
Let mc, however, implore you, that, during this whole

Profecution, if I fhould omit or forget any Circumftances of

Importance, you will afk and defire me to explain whatever

you defire to know, and hear me with an impartial Attention

and without Prejudice of my being guilty. Yet I am extremely-

doubtful, from thf Irregularity of the Profecution, from whence

I fhould begin my Defence. It is yours to confider, whether

my Doubts appear reafonable. I am now tried for a Crime,

that may affeft my Life, yet the greateft Part of the Profecu-

tion is employed in accufing Philocrates and Phrynon, and our

other Colleagues, and Philip, and the Peace, and the Adminif-

tration of Eubulus, but in every one of thefe I am included^

while Demofthenes alone, through his whole Oration, is anxious-

for tlie Republic, and all others are Traitors. Nor hath he

ceafed from infulting, and pouring forth his lying Inved:ives,

not againft me only, but againft the other AmbafTadors. Yet

while in general he treats me with Ignominy and Contempt,

upon any fudden Alteration of his Opinion, from whatfoever

Caufe it happen, as if heprofecuted an Alcibiades or a Themif-

tocles, who exceeded all our other Grecians in Authority, (6)

he charges me with deilroying the Cities of the Phocaeans, ali-

enating the whole Region of Thrace., and expelling Cherfobleptes,

an Ally and Confedot^te of thcRepubHc, from his. Kingdom.

He
(6) Ot TTXiTg-ov Tuv EXXrivuv So^ri Reafonlng of ouj Orator does not dqjend

StriveyKctv, tranHated by Uodor Taylor, upon the Fame and Reputation of A1--

ja; Gracis longe fama pracslluere, yet the cibiades or Themiftocles, but upon their

Authoiity and Power.
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He then attempted to compare me to Dionyfius, the Sicilian

Tyrant, (7) and afterwards with Violence and Clamour bids you

beware of that wild Monfter, -ffifchines. Then he repeated

the Dream of the Woman of Himera, yet when he had carried

the Affair to fuch a pitch of Extravagance, he envied me the

Honour of thefe Calumnies, and afcribed the Caufe of all our

Misfortunes, not to my Orations, but to the Arms of Philip.

But befides his Impudence, and the portentous Falfehoods

he utters, it is difficult to recoiled: every thing he faid, and

dangerous to anfwer fuch unexpedled Calumnies. Yet in what-

ever Inftance I can imagine this Difcourfe will be mofl clear,

moft informing to you, and in itfelf moft juft, I fhall begin

from thence ; from his reafoning upon the Peace, and the

Eledion of your AmbalTadors. Thus fhall I be better able to

recolledt, and to anfwer, and you be better informed.

I Believe you all remember, that the Eub^ean AmbaiTadors,

after they had finifhed their Negotiations with the People upon

the Peace they propofed for themfelves, informed you, that

Philip had empowered them to declare, that he was deiirous of

putting an End to the War, and concluding a Peace. Not long

Vol. II. Y after-

(7) We cannot form a Judgement of imus and Plutarch give us the Story of

tills Comparifon between ^fchines and this Woman ; that fhe dreamt fhe was

Dionyfius, or the Ridicule of mention- carried to Heaven, and there faw a Man
ing this Himerian Woman's Dream, chained under the Throne of Jupiter j

fince neither of them appear in the and when flie afterwards faw Dionyfius,

Oration of Demofthenes. Valerius Max- flie cried out, '1 hat is tlie Man.
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afterwards Phrynon was taken Prifoner by fonie Macedonian;

Robbers, during the Truce proclaimed at the Olympic Games,,

as he himfelf complained. (8) When he returned hither, after

having paid his Ranfom, he implored you to fend him in the

Charafter of an AmbaiTador to Philip, that, if pofTible, he

might recover the Money he had paid for his Liberty. Yield-

ing to his Entreaties you joined Ctefiphon with him in the

Embafly, who made his Report when he returned, concerning

the Affair, for which he was fent, and then added, that Philip

had affured him, he very unwillingly continued the War, from

v/hich he would now gladly be relieved. When Ctefiphork

made this Declaration, and mentioned befides the exceeding

Humanity of Philip; when the People greatly applauded Cte-

fiphon and approved of his Condud:; when no one role in

Oppofition ; Philocrates moved for a Decree, which the whole

People unanimoully confirmed, that Philip might be permitted

to fend Heralds and Ambaffadors hither to negotiate a Peace.

This Meafure had before been oppofed by fome certain Perfons,,

who were very folicitous about it, as the Fadt itfelf evinced..

They preferred a Decree againft Philocrates, for enading new

Laws in contradiction to thofe already in Force; they infcribed

upon it the Name of Lycinus; marked it at an hundred Ta-

lents, and entered it in Court. Philocrates being in an ill State

of Health, called upon Demofthenes, not me, to be his Advo-

cate.

(8) The Reader may find fome on the firft Volume, Page 178.

Faniculars of this Story in the Notes
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cate. This Philip- Hater advanced, and confumed the whole

Day in the Defence of his Client, who was at length acquitted,

and Lycinus, who fubfcribed the Decree, had not the fifth Part

of the Suffrages ; thefe Circumftances you all know.

About this Time Olynthus was reduced, and many of our

Citizens taken Prifoners, among whom were Stratocles and

Eucratus. Their Relations addrefled you in the cuftomary

Forms of Supplication for them, and implored your Protedion.

Demofthenes and Philocrates, not i^fchines, appeared their

Advocates, and they fent Ariftodemus, the Comedian, Ambaf-

fador to Philip, by whom he was known, and received with

Indulgence, on Account of his Profeffion. When he returned

from his Embafly, being detained by his own private Bufinefs

he did not attend the Senate, and Stratocles, having been fet

at Liberty by Philip without a Ranfom, arrived before him from

Macedonia. The People in general, when they heard that Stra.-

tocles brought the fame Declarations from Philip, Vv^ere angry,

that Ariftodemus had not made a Report of his Emhaffy. At

length Democrates entered the Senate, and moved, that Arif-

todemus might be fent for. Demofthenes, who is now my

Profecutor, was then a Senator. Ariftodemus being introduced,

declared the good Intentions of Philip towards the Republic,

and added, that he was extremely well inclined to become a

Confederate of the Athenian People. Nor did he make this

Declaration in the Senate only, but in a general AflembJ'y,

Y 2 whifc
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while Demofthenes never offered any Oppolition, but on the

contrary, preferred a Decree to crown Ariflodemus.

While thefe Declarations were made in your AfTembly,

Philocrates propofed a Decree, to fend ten Ambafladors to Philip,

who might enter into a Negotiation upon the Peace, and fome

other Articles of mutual Advantage to both Parties. When

thefe Ambaffadors were appointed, I was propofed by Nauficles,

and Demofthenes, who now accufes Philocrates, was however

nominated by Philocrates. So earneft was he in the Affair,

that he moved the Senate to indemnify Ariftodemus, and fend

him as a Colleague of the Embafly, and to appoint other Am-

baffadors to the Cities, in which he had engaged to a6t, who

fhould folicit an Alleviation of his Fine. (9) In Proof of thefe

Affertions, take the Decrees, and read the Teftimony of Arif-

todemus, taken when he was abroad, and then call the Perfons,

who witneffed it, that the Judges may know, who was the

Friend of Philocrates, and who promifed to perfuade the People

to give Ariftodemus Prefents of Indemnification.

The Decrees. The Testimonies.

Such was the Beginning of this whole Affair, not directed by

me, but by Demofthenes and Philocrates.

During

(9) Ariftodemus had engaged to aft Account, propores to take him with them

in fome of the Cities of Greece, under in their Embaffy, and either to folicit

the Penalty of a certain Fine •, the Scho- thofe Cities for an Alleviation of his Fine,

liaft fays, double the Sum he was to re- or to make him Prefents to indemnify

ceive for ading. Demofthenes, by this him for any Lofs he ftiould fuftain.
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During our Embafly Demoflhenes was very follcitous to be

received into our Mefs, nor was he admitted by me, but by my

Companions, latroclcs and Aglaocreon, the Tenedian, whom

you had chofen from among our Allies. He then affirms,

that I preffed him, while we were traveling, with the Necefl'ity

of our mutually guarding againft that Monfter Philocrates.

This Story is a moft improbable Fidtion. For how could I

have urged Demofthenss to be cautious of Philocrates, when I

was confcious he had been his Advocate in the Profecution

againft him for enading new Laws in Oppofition to thofe al-

ready eftabliftied; and had been nominated by him to this

Embafly. Befides, we, who were his Colleagues, were not

engaged with him in Difcourfes of this Kind, but were compel-

led, through our whole Journey, to fuffer his impradicable,

gloomy Temper. While we were confulting, what Arguments

we fhould ufe, and Cymon declared he was apprehcnfive, that

Philip would prove too powerful for us in pleading his own

Caufe, Demofthenes promifed us fuch copious Fountains of

Eloquence, and aflured us, he had fuch things to urge vvdth

regard to the Juftice of our Claim to Amphipolis, and the Be-

ginning of the War, as would ftitch up Philip's Mouth with a

dry Reed; (10) perfuadethe Republic to recall Leofthenes from

Exile, and Philip to reftore AmphipoHs.
But

(10) A low, proverbial Expreffion, ufed in makiiig Ropes or Matts, they

fignifying to do any Thing with Eafe. were iifually moiftened in Water toren-

A dry Reed \ becaiife when Reeds were der them more pliable. Stephans,



i66 ORATIONOF
But that I may not grow tedious in the Defcription of his

exceffive Arrogance, as foon as we arrived in Macedonia, we

agreed among ourfelves, that when we approached PhiHp, the

eldeft of us iLould fpeak firft, and the reft in order of Seniority.

It happened, that Demofthenes, as he affured us, was the

youngeft, butwhen we were fumraoned to our Audience (i i)

Give me now your moft ferious Attention to the following Cir-

cumftances, by which you will perceive the unmeafurable Envy

of the Man; his fervile Timidity, and, at the fame Time, his

Malignity of Spirit, with fuch pernicious Schemes againft his

Companions and Colleagues in Embafly, as no other Man

would have inhumanly formed even againft his greateft Enemies.

He profefTes to pay the higheft Reverence to the Rights of

Hofpitality, and thofe Entertainments appointed by the Repub-

lic for her Ambaffadors, although he be neither a Citizen of

Athens, nor, I dare affirm it, allied to you by Blood: while

we, who have the facred Monuments and Sepulchres of our

Anceftors in this our native Country ; who have lived with you

in Friend rhip and Familiarity, formed upon a Likenefs of

Manners, and the Principles of Liberty; whofe Marriages have

been

(ii) Wolfius imagines the Remainder feems a fuddcn Starting to fome new

of tills Paragraph is to be included in a Matter -, or rather an oratorial Breaking

Parenthefis. His Editors and Stephans away trom his Subjeft, more Itrongly to

are of the fame Opinion. Yet there is catch that Attention of his Judges, which

jio Connexion, as there {houid be if a he with Eafneftnefs demands, as he is

Parenthefis intervenes, between when ive now entering more regularly into his

ivere fum.moned to our Audience, and. Defence. Such a long Parenthefis would

jtlear therefore the Oratiom ive made. It here be moft injudicious.
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|)eeii legally folemnlzed; who have Relations and Children;

who vyere, at Athens, efteemed worthy of your Confidence,

for otherwife you would not have chofen us to this Truft, yet

arriving in Macedonia we fuddenly become Traitors : while he,

who hath not any one Part about him unfold, not even the

Mouth, from whence he utters thefe Sounds, as if he were an

Ariftides directing the Revenues of Greece, and diftinguifhed

by the Surname of Juft, detefls and defpifes Corruption and

Venality.

Hear therefore the Orations we made in Support of your

Interefts, and thofe, which this Pillar of the State, Demoft-

henes, pronounced, that I may regularly and pundlually make my

Defence againft every feparate Article of this Profecution. Let

me, however, exceedingly commend you all, for hearing me

with Silence and Impartiality ; from whence, if I do not acquit

me of thefe Crimes, I fhall not blame you, but myfelf. When

our AmbafTadors according to their Seniority had delivered their

Sentiments, the Subjed: defcended to me, and though I have

already laid before the general Allembly of the People every

Particular, that I myfelf had urged, and what Philip had re-

plied, yet I fhall now endeavour, in a fummary Way, to recall

them to your Remembrance. Firft, I mentioned to him, that

Amity you had entertained for his Father, Amyntas, and the

Obligations you had conferred on him, without omitting a

fingle Inftance, but repeating them all in their Order. I then

de&cd
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deflred him to remember fome Circumftances, of which he wa»

himfelf a Witnefs, and had happily felt the good EfFeds. For

when Amyntas was juft deceafed, and Alexander, the eldeft

Brother, Perdiccas and Philip were Infants; when their Mother

Euridice was deferted by thofe, whom fhe had efteemed Friends

to her Children; when Paufanias had feized upon their Throne,

and although he was an Exile, had grown powerful by fome

favourable Conjundures, and gained a numerous Party to fupport

him ; when he commanded a Body of Grecian Troops, and had

made himfelf Mafter of feveral ftrong Fortrefles in Macedonia;

when the Macedonians themfelves were divided, yet in general

favoured Paufanias ; at this Time the Athenians fent Iphicrates

with the Command of their Forces to Amphipolis, for the

Amphipolitans were then pofTefTed of a very ftrong City, and the

Revenues of a condderable Territory. When Iphicrates arrived

upon their Coaft with only a few Ships, as intending rather to

difcover the Situation of AiFairs in Amphipolis, than to befiege

it, your Mother Euridice fent for him immediately, and as the

Perfons, who were prefent, declare, jQie delivered Perdiccas into

his Arras, and having placed you, who were yet an Infant,

upon his Knees, fhe thus addrefied him; '« Amyntas, the Father

*' of thefe Children, while he was alive, made you his Son by

*' Adoption, (12) and always maintained a friendly Correfpon-

" dence

(12) Here Wolfiusafks, with his ufual crates inherit ? His Editors and Com-

Honefty and Simplicity, how could A- mentators have not thought proper to

myntas, wh n he had already three Sons, anfwer thefe Quertions.

adopt Ipliicrates, and why did not Iphi-
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*< dence with the Athenians. You are therefore Brother to

" thefe Children in your private Charader, and in your public,

** our Ally.*' She then added the moft earneft Supplications,

with regard to your Glory, to herfelf, to the Kingdom, and

laftly to the Safety of her Cliildren. Iphicrates complied with

her Requeft ; drove Paufanias out of Macedonia, and preferved

the Government to You.

I SPOKE afterwards of Ptolemy, who was appointed Regent

of the Kingdom; how ungrateful and iniquitous his Condud.

I fhewed, firft, the Attempts he had formed againft Amphi-

polis, and the League he had entered into with your declared

Enemies, the Thebans ; and then convinced him, that Perdic-

cas, when he was placed upon the Throne, had invaded

Amphipolis, though under your JurifdiAion. I proved the

Humanity, with which you always aded, even when you were

injured, by fhewing, that when you had gained, under the

Command of Callifthenes, fome confiderable Advantages in the

War againft Perdiccas, you granted him a Truce, in Hopes of

obtaining your juft Demands. I endeavoured to refute the

Calumny with regard to Callifthenes, by proving, that the

People did not condemn him to fufFer Death, for granting a

Truce to Perdiccas, but for other Crimes. Neither did I he-

fitate to blame the Conduft of Philip himfelf, who fucceeded

Perdiccas in continuing the War againft the Republic. In

Proof of whatever I aflerted, I produced their own Letters in

Vol. IL Z Evidence,



I70 ORATIONSOF
Evidence, vvith our Decrees, and the Truce of Calliflhenes,

Concerning the original PofTefHon of the Territories, and City

of Amphipolis, anciently called the City of the nine Roads, and

concerning the Sons of Thefeus, one of whom, Acamas, was

reported to have received that Country in Dowery with his Wife,

it was then moft fitting to fpeak, and I fpoke with all pofiible

Accuracy, although perhaps it may be necefiary at prefent to

Shorten my Difcourfe. But whatever Proofs appeared, not from

ancient Fables, but from Fads within our own Memory, thofe

I mentioned. For Inftance, when the Lacedaemonians, and all

the other Powers of Greece had formed a general Confederacy,

Amyntas, the Father of Philip, fent his Minifter to the Congrefsj^

and, as far as he could influence the Suflrages, propofed a?

Decree, that Amphipolis, which rightfully belonged to the

Athenians, fhould be conquered for them by the united Forces

of Greece. The Decree itfelf, founded on the common Con-

fent of all the Grecians, and the Names of the Perfons, who

fiibfcribed it, I produced,, as my Witnefles to the Fad:, out of

the public Records. Thofe Poffeflions therefore, which your

Father (thus I told him) ceded in the Prefence of all Greece, not

in fimple Expreffion only, but by Decree, it were moft unfitting

for you, his Son, to refume. If you refume them by Right of

Conqueft, we fliould acknowledge the Juflice of your Title, if

you had reduced that City to your Obedience, after a regular De-

claration of War againft us» You had then-been its rightful Lord,,

and poffeQl'd it according to tlie Laws of War. But if you have

taken
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taken from the Amphipolitans a City, that belonged to t-hc

Athenians, you hold Poflcflion, not of their Territories, but

thofe of the Athenians.

My Oration, and thofe of your other Ambafiadors being

ended, this Part of his Embafly devolved to Demofthenes.

Every one was attentive, in expe(5lation of hearing fome Pro-

digies of the Power of Eloquence. For fome over-abundant

Affurances of this Kind, as we were afterwards informed, had

been given to Philip and his Courtiers. While we were all

thus difpofed to hear, the Savage pronounces a ProcEmium,

obicure, and lifelefs, through Fear; and when he had advanced

a little Way towards the State of Affairs, on a fudden he was

filent, and hefitated in Confufion. (13) At length, he totally

loft the very Power of fpeaking. Philip feeing him thus dlf-

concerted, defired him to be confident, and not to imagine,

that any thing difagreeable fhould happen to him, as in a

Theatre, from his Misfortune: that he {hould take Time, and

recoiled himfelf by Degrees, and then pronounce the Oration he

had prepared. As he was once confufed, and had wandered from

his Notes, it was impoflible for him to recover himfelf. How-,

Z 2 everj.

(13) For the Honour of Demofthe- has not given it the moft favourable

nes, Plutarch tells us, that Philip an- Appearance. What Philip probably laid

fwered his Arguments with more Ear- with Humanity and Goodnature, is re-

neftnefs, than thofe of his Colleagues, al- prefented, by the Circumftance of men-

though he treated him with lefs perfonal tioning the Theatre, witli an Air of De-

AfFability. If tb.ere be any Truth in this rifion, very little becoming the Charac-

Srory, we may believe, that iEfchines ter of that Monarch.
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ever, he again attempted to fpeak, and the fame Accident

happened. A profound Silence followed, and an Herald

ordered us to depart.

When we afterwards aflembled among ourfelves, this inef-

timable Demofthenes, with an Afped: horribly gloomy, declared,

that I had ruined the Commonwealth, and her Confederates..

Not I alone, but all our Colleagues being ftruck with Amaze-

ment, and demanding the Reafon of fuch an Aflertion, he

alked me, whether I had forgotten the Situation of Affairs in

Athens, or whether I remembered, that the People were ex-

haufted by their Misfortunes, and vehemently defirous of Peace.

" Or are you greatly elated upon having fifty Gallies, indeed

*' appointed by Decree, but never to be compleated? For

" you have fo provoked Philip,, and faid fuch things, that Peace

" never can rife out of the prelent War, but out of the prefent

*' Peace an implacable War." While I was preparing to anfwer

this Charge, Philip's Minifters called us to attend him. When

we went, and had taken our Seats, Philip attempted to make

fome particular Objedion to every Argument, we had ufed,

but dwelt a longer Time, and with Reafon, upon my Oration,

becaufe, perhaps, I had negleded nothing, that could pofTibly,

at leaft in my Opinion, have been proper to mention. He

frequently named me in his Difcourfe, but, if I remember

rightly, never once turned his Refledions towards Demofthenes,

who had fo ridiculoully made his Retreat. This Circumftance

was
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was a fuffocatlng Agony and Sorrow to him. But when Philip

altered his Language to Expreflions of Philanthropy and Love

of Peace; when the Calumny, with which Demofthenes had

accufed me, in the Prefence of our Colleagues, of being the

Caufe of the War, could no longer be fupported, he appeared

perfectly difordered in his Senfes, fo very grofsly did he behave

himfelf, when we were invited to the ufual Feaft of Hofpitality.

When we were preparing to return, on a fudden, and con-

trary to his Nature, he converfed with us all moft familiarly

upon the Road. Untill this Moment I never knew the Force

and Meaning of thofe Words, by which we ufually exprcfs our

Ideas of Villainy, Treachery and Bafenefs; but having Demof-

thenes for my Guide and Interpreter, I was foon inftrudled.

For taking each of us feparately aiide, to one he promifed a

public Penfion, and his AfHftance in his private Affairs ; to

another a confiderable Poft in the Army ; but me he perpetually

followed, congratulating me upon the Happinefs of my Genius,

and pouring forth Encomiums on the Orations I had fpoken,

untill he grew even troublefome in the Abundance of his Praifes.

When we were all at Supper together in Larifla, he pleafantly

ridiculed himfelf, and the Hefltation, that happened to him

when he was fpeaking, and of all Men under the Sun, pro-

nounced Philip moft eloquent. I too mentioned fomevvhat of

Philip's having anfwered all our Speeches upon Memory ; and

Ctefiphon,
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Ctefiphon, the eldeft of our AmbafTadors, fpeaking of his own'

extraordinary Age, and the Number of Years he had lived,

conchided, that in fuch a length of Time he had never feen fo

chearful, fo jovial a Companion. Our Sifyphus, after having

exprefled his Approbation by clapping his Hands, declared,

** However, Ctefiphon, neither you, nor -ffifchines, fhould

*' venture to tell the People of Athens, that Philip is fuch a

" powerful Orator, and of fuch uncommon Memory." As we

neither perceived, nor imagined the Treachery, which you

fhall inftantly hear, he engaged us under a Kind of Compa«5l to

give you this Charadler of Philip, and then with a certain

earneftnefs entreated me not to forget telling you, that Demof-

thenes had fomething particular to inform you of concerning

Amphipolis.

Thus far our Colleagues are my Witnefles, whom he hatli

perpetually treated with Infolence and Inveftives through his-

whole Profecution. The Orations, however, which we pro-

nounced on this Tribunal, you yourfelves have heard, and it is

therefore impoflible for me to deceive you with a Falfehood.

But 1 implore you to hear with Patience the reft of this Narra-

tion. I perceive, you are all extremely defirous of knowing

the Affair of Cherfobleptes, and the Errors, that ruined the

Phoczeans j I therefore haften to inform you. But unlefs you

hear fome Circumftances, that preceded them, you will not

clearly comprehend thofe, that followed. Befides, ifyou per-

I mit
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mit me to make my Defence in the Manner I myfelf could wifh,

you will be able to find fufficient Reafons to acquit me, if I

am innocent, and to underftand the controverted Points, by

thofe that are acknowledged. For when we returned hither,

and had given the Senate a fummary Account of our Embafly,

and delivered Philip's Letters, Demofthenes pronounced our

Panegyric before the Senators, and fwore by the Altar ereded

in the Houfe to Jupiter the Advifer, that he congratulated the

Republic upon her fending fuch Ambafladors, who both in

Eloquence and Probity were worthy of the Commonwealth.

With regard to me particularly, he faid, I had not deceived

the Hopes of thofe, who had appointed me to the Embafly, and

concluded with a Motion, that we fhould be crowned with

Olive in Reward for our good Intentions to the Athenian

People, and invited to an Entertainment in the Prytanaeum.

In Proof of what I have aflertfed, let the Secretary take his

Decree, and then read the Teftimony of our Colleagues.

The Decree. The Testimony.

When we had reported our Embafly to the People, Ctefl-

phon, as a Privilege of his Age, rofe firfl:, and among other

Things, which he had agreed with Demofthenes to mention,

he fpoke particularly of Philip's Affability, and Urbanity in his

,
Compotations. Philocrates having made a fhort Speech, and

after him. Dyrcyllus; I then came forward. When I had lightly

run over the other Circumftances of our Embafly, I proceeded

to
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to the Particulars, in which we had all agreed, and mentioned

that Strength of Memory, and Power of Eloquence, with

which Philip had anfwered us. Neither was I forgetful of the

Requeft of Demofthenes; that he was appointed, if we pafled

over any thing of Importance, to fpeak to the Affair of Am-

phipolis. Laft of all Demofthenes arofe, fafhic«iing his Deport-

ment and his Countenance, according to his wont, in a moft

portentous Manner, and rubbing his Forehead. When perceiv-

ing the People gave Signs of their Approbation, and applauded

what I had faid, he declared himfelf much furprized both at

the Audience and at his Colleagues, who equally mifemployed.

and wafted away the Time of debating what Anfwer fliould be

given to Philip's Ambafladors, or of propofing any Meaftires

for the public Advantage; and in an Affair of domeftic Con-

cernment indulged an Impertinence of talking, totally foreign

to the Subjedl ; for that nothing was more cafy, than to give

an Accdunt of an Embaflj', But I will inform you, fays he,

in what Manner this Affair fhould be conduced. He then

ordered a particular Decree of the People to be read, and after-

wards added, " by this Decree we were appointed Ambafladors,

" and executed what it ordained. Now take the Letter we

*' brought home from Philip." When that was read, " you

*' have now Philip's Anfwer, and it only remains for you to

*' deliberate upon it." While the People were riftng in Tu-

mults round him, fome of them applauding him, as a nervous,

cpnpifc Speaker, but the Majority, as malignant and envious

;

Now
2
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Now behold, faid he, how fuccindly I fhall lay before you all

other Girciimftances of this Affair. Does Philip appear to

-^fchines a Man of extraordinary Memory, and powerfully elo-

quent ? To me far otherwife. For, in my Opinion, if any

one fliould take away from him his prefent Fortune, and give

it to another, that Perfon would not be greatly his Inferior.

Did he appear to Ctefiphon to have a certain Splendour in his

Afpedl ? To me the Q)median Ariftodemus, who was one of

our Ambafladors, had not lefs Dignity. Was he formidable

in drinking largely? Our Colleague Philocrates much more

formidable. Did one of your Orators inform you, that he left

it to me to fpeak upon the Affair of Amphipolis? Yet never

would that Orator give either to you, or me an Opportunity

of Ipeaking. But thefe Circumftances are Trifles. I will move

for a Decree to negotiate a Truce with the Herald and Am-

baffadors, whom Philip fliall fend jiither; to order the proper

Magiftrates, when they arrive, to appoint Affemblies during

two Days, not only to treat of Peace, but an Alliance, offenfive

and defeniive; to pronounce the cuftomary Panegyric upon

our Ambaffadors, and invite them the Day following to a

public Entertainment, if they appear worthy of fuch Honours.

To convince you of the Truth of thefe Affertions, Secretary,

take his Decrees, that you may perceive the Waywardnefs and

Malignity of the Man; his joining with Philocrates in all his

Schemes; and his own infidious and faithlefs Manners. Then

call our Colleagues, and read their Teftimony,

Vol. II. A a The
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The Decrees of Demosthenes.

Nor did he only propofe thefe Decrees, but afterwards declared

in the Senate, '' I will appoint a place for Philip's Ambafladors,

" when they arrive, to fee the public Games, during the

" Feftival of Bacchus." Read this Decree.

The Decree.

Now read the Teftimony of our Colleagues, from whence you

may behold, Athenians, that Demoflhenes is incapable of being

an Orator in Defence of the Republic, but meditates his De-

clamations againft thofe, who have any Engagements with him

of Intimacy and Friendfhip.

The Testimony.

You find therefore in thefe Tranfadions with regard to the

Peace, not my Connexions with Philocrates, but thofe of De-

mofthenes and Philocrates. I have produced very fufficient

Proofs, I prefume, of whatever I have faid. You are your-

felves my WitnefTes of the Report I made of my Embafly. I

liave given you my Colleagues in Evidence of our Speeches in:

Macedonia, and whatever happened in our Journey. You have-

heard, and muft remember the late Profecution, which De-

mofthenes opened with his Remarks on my Oration to the

People concerning the Peace. But although that Part of his

Profecution was one continued Falfehood, yet in one particular

Article he was moft terribly diftreffed; for he alTured you, that

my Oration was pronounced in the Prefence of thofe AmbaiTa-

dors,
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dors, whom the Grecians, upon your Invitation, had fent

either to engage with the Athenians, if neceffary, in one com-

mon War againft PhiHp, or to enter into a general Peace, if

that fhould appear of greater Advantage. (14) Now conllder

the enormous Villainy of the Man, and his cxcefTive AlTurance.

For the Names of the Ambafladors, whom you fent to the

Grecian States, while we were engaged in open War againft

Philip; the Time of their being appointed, and being fent,

are all entered in your public Records; neither are they now

in Macedonia, but prefent here in Athens. Befides, the Senate

determines by Decree upon the Introdudlion of all foreign Em-

baflies to the People, and he affirms, that the AmbafTadors of

Greece were really prefent in your Affembly. Come then,

Demofthenes, come forward on this Tribunal; take Part of

the Time allotted me for my Defence, and tell us the Name

of any one Grecian City, from whence you afiert thefe Am-

baffadors arrived; give us to read the Decree oi the Senate,

which introduced them to the People, then fummon our own

AmbalTadors, whom we fent to the States of Greece, to give

Evidence for you, and if they teftify, that they were prefent,

or rather, do not affirm, that they were not yet returned Irom

their Embafly ; if you can prove the Introdudion of thofe foreign

Ambaffadors to the Senate, or produce any Decree for that

Purpofe, at the Time you mention, I will defcend from the

Tribunal, and condemn myfelf to Death.

A a 2 Now
(14) The Reader may find this Charge in the tenth Page of this VoUime.
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Now read the Refolution of our Confederates, in which it

is exprellly written, " Since the People of Athens are now

dehberating upon a Peace with PhiHp; fince the Ambafia-

dors, whom they fent into Greece to animate her Cities to

defend their common Liberty, are not yet returned, it feem-

** eth good to the Confederates, that when the Ambaffadors

" iTiall return, and make Report of their Embafly to the

" Athenians, the Magiftrates fliould appoint two AiTemblies

" according to Law. In tliem let the People of Athens con-

" fult upon the Peace, and whatever they determine, let it be

" the common Refolution of the Confederates." Read me

the Refolution of the Plenipotentiaries of our Confederates.

The Resolution.

Read me now the Decree preferred by Demofthenes, in

which he commands the Magiftrates, after the Feftival of

Bacchus, celebrated within the City, (15) and the cuftomary

Affembly held in his Temple, to appoint two general AiTem-

blies on the eighteenth and nineteenth ; thus precifely marking

the Time, and prefling forward the Affembly before the Return

of our Ambaffadors. Befides, the Refolution of our Confede-

rates, which I acknowledge I fupported, only directs you to

deliberate upon a Peace with Philip, but Demofthenes urges you

to conclude a League offenfive and defenftve. Read his Decree

to the Judges.

His Decree.
You

(15) To diftinguifh it from the Feftival of the fame God, celebrated in the Fields,

"WoLFirs.
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You have heard, Athenians, both thefe Decrees, by which

Demonfthenes is plainly convicted of having aflcrted, that the

AmbalTadors, although not yet returned from their Embafly,

were prefent at your AfTembly, and of having rendered ineffec-

tual the Refolution of your Confederates, although you were

willing to have complied with them. For they had exprellly

declared, you fhould wait for the Return of the Embaffy you

fent to the States of Greece, but Demofthenes moft opprobri-

oufly and precipitately changed your Determinations, and not

in Words alone oppofed your waiting, but in very Fa6t, and

by his Decree, when he ordered you to enter immediately

upon your Deliberations.

But he affirmed, that in the firft Day's Aflembly, when

Philocrates had harangued the People, I rofe after him, and

blamed the Peace he had propofed, calling it difhonourable,

and unworthy of the Republic: that the Day following I fup-

ported Philocrates, and fuccefsfully carried the Affembly into

my Opinion: that I perfuaded you to pay no Attention to

thofe, who talked to you of the Battles and Trophies of your

Anceftors, nor ever to fend Succours to any of the Grecian

States in their Difl:refs. (i6) That this Accufation is not only

falfe, but impoffible to be true, Demofthenes himfelf fhall give

me one proof in Evidence againfl: himfelf; a fecond the whole

People of Athens, and you yourfelves, if you recoiled ; a third,

the

(16} The Oration of Demofthenes, tenth Page,
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the Abfurdity of the Charge itfelf; a fourth, Amyntor, a

Man of Charadler, of unexceptionable Credit, and confiderable

Authority in the Commonwealth, to whom Demofthenes

fliewed a Decree, not in Oppofition to that propofed by Philo-

crates, but the very fame, and with whom he confulted,

whether he fliould give it to the Secretary, to be laid before

the Ailembly. Read me the Decree, wherein he pofitiveiy di-

rects, that there fliould be a general Liberty of debating the

firft Day, but that the proper Officers fliould next Day collect

the Votes, and that no fpeaking fhould be allowed. Yet he

aflertSj that at this very Time I fpoke in Defence of Philocrates.

The Decree of Demosthenes.

Decrees, indeed, remain as they were firfl: written, but the

Speeches of Calumniators are changed occafionally from Day to

Day. My Accufer makes me fpeak twice to the People;

Truth and the Decree, but once. For if we were not per-

mitted to fpeak in the fecond Day's Affembly; if forbidden by

the Magiftrates, there was certainly no poffibility of fuch O-

rations. But with what Intention, if I determined to fupport

Philocrates, did I accufe him the firfl: Day, and after the In-

tervention of only one Night, undertake his Defence before

the very fame Audience? Did I propofe to purchafe Honour

to myfelf, or obtain fome Advantage for him.? Neither of

thefe was poflible ; but very poflible to gain your univerfal De-

teftation, and not fucceed in any other Inftance. Now fum-

mon
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mon Amyntor, and read his Teftimony. Yet I would previoufly

mention, in what Manner it is written. ** Amyntor bears

" Witnefs to iEfchines, that when the People confulted upon

" entering into an Alliance with Philip, according to the

" Decree of Demofthenes, on the fecond of the Aflembly-

" Days; when all public fpeaking was forbidden, and the

** Suffrages only concerning the Peace and Alliance were to be

t* collefted, in this very Aflembly, Demofthenes fitting by him

" fhewed him a Decree, on which the Name of Demofthenes

" was infcribed, and afked his Advice whether he fliould give.

"• it to the Secretary, to be laid before the People by the proper

" Officers. In this Decree were inferted the Conditions, upon

*' which a Peace and Alliance fhould be concluded, the very

" fame that Philocrates had propofed." Summon Amyntor

and take Witneftes of your Citation if he fhould refufe to

appear..

The Testimony of Amy.ntor.

You have heard, Athenians, this Teftimony. Now con-

fider, whether Demofthenes appears to have accufed me, or,,

under my Name, to have accufed himfelf

,

But while he condemns my Oration,, and mifreprefents every-

thing I faid, I fhall neither avoid, nor deny whatever I have

aflerted. Nor am I afliamed, let me rather boaft of the Advice

I have given. Let me however defire you to recoiled: the Cir-

cumftances;
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cumftances of the Times, in which you held thefe Councils.

We engaged in the War at firft for the recovery of Amphipolis.

It happened that our General loft feventy-tive Cities, of which

Timotheus had once taken Pofleffion, and reduced under your

Jurifdi6lion (for I am determined to fpeak without Referve

and with Freedom, that either by fpeaking Truth I may be

acquitted, or, if you judge otherwife, be treated with your

utmoft Difplcafure; nor fhall I refufe my Punifhment) he took

out ofyour Arfenal an hundred and fifty Gallies, and brought

home forty eight. Thefe Fa6ls the Accufers of Chares perpe-

tually prove in all their Profecutions. Befides, he lavifhed

away fifteen hundred Talents, not upon his own Athenian Sol-

diers, but upon the Infolence of the Commanders of his merce-

nary Troops, and on a Number of Vagabonds colledied through

all Greece, befides the Wretches, who attend for Hire on our

Tribunals and Afiemblies. (17) Thefe Commanders annually

raifed fixty Talents Contribution upon the miferable Iflanders,

and plundered the Grecian Merchants on the open Seas, while

inftead of her former Authority, and the Sovereignty of Greece,

the Republic was ftigmatized with a Charadler befitting Myon-

nefus, and its Pyrates. But when Philip had marched out of

Macedonia, the Conteft between us was no longer for Amphi-

polis, but for Lemnos, Imbros and Scyros, our proper Domini-

ons. Our Citizens abandoned Cherfonefus, confefi^edly belong-

ing

(17) Our Commentators acknowledge of the Text are loft. Tbe Tranflator

t'he DiPnculty of this Paffige, or rather hath endeavoured to preferve the general

think it imperfedl, and that fome Words Senfe of the Context.
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ing to Athens. You were compelled to fummoii with Terrour

and Confufion feveral extraordinary Aflemblies. In fuch an

uncertain, dangerous Situation were your Affairs, that Ce-

phifophon, a Friend and Intimate of Chares, was obliged to

prefer a Decree, that Antiochus, who commanded fome light

Pinnaces, fhould fail with the utmoft Expedition, and find

the General, to whom you had intrufted the Command of

your Forces, and tell him, wherever he fhould happen to meet

him, " the People of Athens are aftonifhed, that Philip is

" marching to invade Cherfonefus, the acknowledged Territo-

** ries of the Athenians, while they neither know where their

** General is, nor the Forces under his Command." (18) To

confirm the Truth of what I have afferted, hear the Decree,

recoiled the Events of that War, and then demand an Account

of the Peace from your Generals, not from your Ambafi^dors.

The Decree.

Such was the Situation of the Republic when we debated

on the Peace. But thefe Orators, entering into a regular Con-

fpiracy together, whenever they rofe to fpeak, never attempted

to mention the Safety of the Commonwealth, but exhorted you

to turn your Eyes towards the Portico of the Citadel, (19) and

to recall to your Remembrance the Sea-fight againft the Perfians

at Salamis, with the Sepulchres and Trophies of your Anceftors.

Vol. II. B b I too

(i8) The ReaJer may find fome other (19) Where all the glorious Actions

Circum (lances of this General's Story in of their Anceftors were painted,

the firft Volume, Page 138.
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I too delired you to recoiled: all thefe Circumftances, and to

emulate the Wifdom of your.Anceftors, but to guard againft

their Errours, and ill timed Spirit of Fadlion. I recommended

to you to imitate with Ardour their Vidories over the Perfians,

at Plataea, Salamis and Marathon; the Sea-fight at A rtemifium,

and the Condu«5l of Tolmidas, who marched in Security with

a thoufand chofen Athenians through Peloponnefus, an Enemy's

Country; but to avoid the Sicilian Expedition, in which they

fent Succours to the Leontines, even while the Lacedaemonians

"had made an Incurfion into their own Territories, and Decelia

was fortified againft them. I advifed you to avoid their laft .

Imprudence, when although they were unfuccefsful in the War^

and the Lacedaemonians invited them to Peace; although,,

befides Attica, they were in PoffefTion of Lemnos, Imbros and

Scyros; while their democratical Conftitution of Government^

eftablifhcd by Law, was yet unviolated, yet they refufed all

Piopofds, and determined to carry on a War, they were un-

able to fupport. Cleophon, a Maker of Lyres, whom many

People remembered in the Shackles of a Slave, threatened to cut

any Man's Throat with his Sword, who even mentioned the

Name of Peace. To fuch Extremity did they, at length, reduce

the Republic, that they were abundantly fatisfied to conclude

a Peace, after having ceded all their Dominions, rafed the

Walls of Athens, received a Lacedaemonian Garrifon and Go-

vernor, and furrendered their Democracy to thirty Tyrants, vvlio

put to Death fifteen hundred Citizens, even without a Trial.

I Such
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Such Imprudence, I confefs, I advifcd you to guard againft,

but to imitate the Adlions I have juft now mentioned. Nor

did I hear thefe Circumftances, but from the Man, to vvhoni

of all others I am moft nearly allied. For my Father Atro-

metus (whom you, Demofthenes, calumniate, neither know-

ing nor conlidering what he was in his Youth, although you

yourfelf derive your Defcent, on your Mother's Side, from the

houfelefs Scythians) this Father fled from the Tyranny of the

thirty, and was one of the Leaders, who brought home the

People from Exile. My Mother's Brother, Cleobulus, was

joint Commander U^ith Demaenetus of the Fleet, that gained a

Vidlory over the Lacedemonian Admiral Chilon. Thus it hath

been cuftomary to me to hear from my own Family the for-

tunate, or adverfe Accidents of the Republic.

You befides objedt to me my Oration before the great Coun-

cil of Arcadia, and my Condud: as an AmbafTador; you repre-

fent me as a Deferter to the Enemy, thyfelf the verieft fugitive

Slave, and only not fligmatized like a barbarian Fugitive. Yet,

to the utmoft of my Power, I engaged the Arcadians, and other

Grecian States, in a War againft Philip. But when no Mortal

fuccoured the Republic; when fonie waited indolently for the

Event, and others turned their Arms againft us; when our

City-Haranguers converted the War into an Income to fupply

their Luxury, 1 confefs I then advifed the People to be recon-

ciled to Philip, and conclude that Peace, which you, Demoft-

B b 2 henes.
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henes, who never handled a Sword, imagine diflionourable

but which I pronounce to be far preferable to War. But,

Athenians, you fhould confider your Ambafladors with regard

to thofe favourable Conjunctures, which may have happened in

their Embailies, as you judge of your Generals with regard to

the Forces they Command. Yet you eredl Statues, and appoint

the moft honourable Seats in your Theatres, and Crowns and

Entertainments in the Prytanasum, not for them, who bring

you home Conditions of Peace, but for them, who conquer

your Enemies. But if Profecutions are to be the Portion of

your Ambafladors, and honours of your Generals, you will

render your Wars perpetual, without Negotiations of Peace,

or Heralds to propofe them. No Man will ever be an Ambaflk-

dor.

It now remains to fpeak to the Affairs of Cherfbbleptes and

the Phocjeans, with other Articles, of which I am accufed. (20)

I made an exadt Report, Athenians, of whatever I law, both

in my firft and fecond Embafly, in the Manner I faw it; of

whatever I heard, in the Manner I heard it. Do you, there-

fore, afk either what I faw, or what I heard with regard to

Cherfoblcptes ? I faw, and all our Ambafladors faw his Son

delivered, aa an Hoftage to Philip. He continues fuch at this

Inftant. But it happened, when we were difcharging our firft

Embafly, that I returned hither with my Colleagues, and

Philip

(ao) Demofthenes his Oration, Page 8ow
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Philip marched into Thrace; but he promifcd us not to invade

Cherfonefus, while the Peace was under your Confideration.

In that very Day, therefore, in which you decreed this Peace,

there was not the leaft Mention made of Cherfobleptes. When

we were afterwards appointed to demand Philip's Oath, nor

had yet fet forward upon our fecond EmbafTy, an Aflembly

was fummoned, of which Demofthenes, who now accufes me,

was eledled Preiident. In this Allembly Critobulus declared,

he was fent by Cherfobleptes, and defired, that he might be

allowed to tender the Oaths to Philip's Ambafladors, and that

the Name of Cherfobleptes might be enrolled among your Con-

federates. (21) When he had made this Declaration, Alex-

imachus, of the Pelegian Tribe, gave a Decree to the Presidents

of the Aflembly to be read, in which it was refolved, that

Critobulus, in Conjundion with your other Confederates, might

tender the Oaths to Philip. When this Decree was read, as

I prefume you all remember, Demofthenes rofe from among

the Prefidents, and declared, that he would not propofe

this Decree to the People, nor diflblve the Peace with Philip,

nor acknowledge fuch Confederates, as adled like People, who

have no other Concernment in a Sacrifice, than to partake of

its Libations: but that, however, he would appoint another

Aflembly to take the Affair into Confideration. When you

received

(zt) That as the Athenians and their tobulus might be allowed to do In the

AlHes adminiftered the Oaths of Ratifi- Name of Cherfobleptes, as one of their

cation to Philip s Ambafladors, fo Cri- Allies, Schowast,
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received tliis Declaration v/ith repeated Clamours, and called upon

the Prefidents by their Names to come forward on the Tribu-

nal, you confirmed the Decree in Oppofition to his Opinion.

In Proofofthefe Truths, fummon Aleximachus, who preferred

the Decree, and the Colleagues of Demofthenes, when he was

Prefident. Then read their Teftimony.

The Testimony.

Demosthenes, therefore, who lately wept over the Name

of Cherfobleptes, appears evidently to have excluded him from

the general Confederacy. As foon as that AfTembly was dif-

mifled, Philip's AmbafTadors tendered the Oaths to our Con-

federates in the Court appointed for the Councils of your

Generals. Yet my Profecutor had the Affurance to tell you,

that I had driven Critobulus, the AmbaiTador of Cherfobleptes,

from the Sacrifices, in Prefence of your Confederates, while the

People were deliberating on their Decree, and the Generals

were fitting in Council. Whence had I fuch Authority?

How was the Affair pafied over in Silence ? If I had dared to

ad: in fuch a Manner, would you, Demofthenes, have fuffcred

it? Would you not have filled the AfiTembly with Vociferation

and Clamour, if you had feen me, as you lately affirmed, driv-

ing an Ambafiiidor from the Sacrifices? But let the Crier

fummon the Generals, and the Deputies of the Confederates,

that you may hear their Evidence,

The Evidence,

Is
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Is it not then, Athenians, moft terrible, that any Man

(liall dare to utter fuch Falfehoods againft a Fellow Citizen,

not his indeed, for there I would corred myfelf, but yours,

when under the Danger of a capital Trial? Did not our An-

ceftors wifely ordain in Profecutions for Murder in our great

Court of Judicature, the Palladium, when they obliged the

Perfon, who was acquitted, to take out the Bowels of the dead

Body, and to fwear (and this ancient Cuftom is ftill preferved)

that the Judges, who had determined in his Favour, had pro-

nounced a juft and upright Sentence? If otherwife, he impre-

cated Perdition to himfelf and his Family, while he prayed for

every Blefling to his Judges. This Inftitution, Athenians,

was of much Wifdom and good Policy. (22) For if none of

you would willingly charge himfelf with pronouncing Sentence on

the guilty, (23) much more fhould you avoid condemning the

innocent by a Sentence, which takes away his Life, or deprives

him

(22) Perhaps this Paflage is not (o of our Critics, in almoft all other In-

clifficult as the Tranfliuor imagines, for fiances fo judicious, would here very un-

otherwife our Commentators would not necefiar.ly read vikuvto, for vmuvtu?^

have pafled it over in Silence. Stephans and unhappily confine the Spirit and Li-

underftands it in a Manner very different bcrty of Oratory and Orators by the meer

irom that of Wolfius and his Editors. Mechanifm of grammatical Rules. How-
He gives kis Opinion upon it with a Mo- ever, when Scaliger propoics rif^vcvToe.

defly beStting his great Learning, qui- ra 7 o'ttia applied to i/.)t.-~j/7-a he feems to

bus verbis puio earn rnnuere, and the pre- point to the true Reading and Conflruc-

fent Tranf.ation follows his Opinion, as tion.

well as his Reading, TE/zvoyraf ra ro'^wts!, (23) It fhould fiem by this Cufiom,

which makes a confiderable Alteration that the Tudcres imagined themlelves ab-

in the Senfe. Yet flill the ExprefTions folved from any Enour in acquitting the

'Eocvrov o(,vuTTXri(r(xt (pom ^lytdia rjirn Perfon, p;ofccuted for Murder, if Le

«t/x:» are unexplained, and the Reafbn- fwore to the Juftice of their Sentence,

ing ii inconclufive and obfcuie. Some
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him of his Property, or degrades him from the Privileges of a

Citizen, after the Lofs of which fome have put themfelves to

Death, and others have retired from the Affairs of the PubUc. (24)

Will you not then, Athenians, grant me your Forgivenefs, if

I fhould call him a polluted Wretch, impure in his Perfon, and

proftituted in his Eloquence ? I {hall then deraonftrate, that

the Remainder of his Charge, with regard to Cherfobleptes, is

evidently falfe. For it is the happieft Circumftance, and in my

Opinion, of utmoft Importance to them, who are accufed, that

the Remembrance of particular ConjunAures, with the Decrees

formed upon them, and the Names of the Perfons, who pro-

pofed thofe Decrees, are for ever preferved in your public

Records.

But Demofthenes hath afferted, that Cherfobleptes was ru-

ined, becaufe, although he himfelf had earneftly advifed our

going into Thrace, when that Monarch was befieged, and en-

tering our Proteft againft the Conduct of Philip, yet, being of

principal Authority in the Embafly, and particularly dif^inguifh-

ed by your Favour, I had abfolutely refufed, and with the

other AmbafTadors fat down indolently in Oreum, receiving

Entertainments of Hofpitality. Now hear the Letter Chares

fent to the People, the twenty-fifth of February, when Cher-

fobleptes had already loft his Kingdom, and Philip had made

himfelf

(?4) ^»j/iO(r/a £T6X£UT»;(rai/, tranflated yvua-Bivre;. However, he very honeftly

by Wolfius, puMice periermit, and con- acknowledges, that the Paflage is obfcuie.

firmed in his Notes by ^xveins KaTo,-
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himfelf Mafter of the facred Mountain. Demofthenes, one of

our Colleagues, was Prefident of the AfTembly on the twenty-

fourth of the fame Month.

The Letter.

Yet we did not only ftay here the remaining Days of this

Month, but did not fet out upon our Journey 'till March. In

Evidence of this Fadt, I can produce the Senate itfelf; for its

Decree, which orders the AmbafTadors to leave Athens and to

receive Philip's Oath, is ftill extant. Read me that Decree,

and afterwards at what Time it was propofed.

The Decree. The Time.

°You hear it was propofed the third of March. How many

Days therefore had Cherfobleptes loft his Kingdom before I

left Athens ? Your General Chares and his Letters declare the

Month before, if February be indeed the Month before March.

Could I then have prefervcd Cherfobleptes, who before my

Departure from home was totally undone? Can you imagine

that this Man ever told you a Syllable of Truth with regard

either to Macedonia or ThcfTaly, who thus utters his Lies againft

the Senate, and your public Records; agaiaft the Evidence of

Time and the Meetings of your Affemblics? Did you then,

Demofthenes, at Athens exckide Cherfobleptes from our Ca-

pitulation with Philip when you were Prefident of the AfTembly,

and did you at Oreum lament and pity him? Do you now

Vol. IL C c accufe
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accufe me of Corruption, you, who fuffered a Fine to be in-

flidled upon you by the Areopagus for not profecuting the Ac-

tion of Battery you had laid againft your Coufin-German,

although you had yourfeU broken your own Head? And do

you now prefume to talk to us with an Air of Importance, as if

we did not know you to be the Baftard Son of Demofthenes

tlie Sword-Cutler?

But you have attempted to prove, that befides abjuring the Em-

baffy to the Amphidyons I afted in Violation of my Charadler

as an Ambaflador. (25) To this Purpofe you have recited one

Decree, and pafled over another. But when I was appointed

Ambaflador to the Amphiftyons, although I was then in a very

languid State of Health, yet with much Chearfulnefs I made

you my Report of the Embafly, from which I had returned,

nor did I abjure the other, but promifed to undertake it, if I

were able. When my Colleagues were departing, I fent my

Brother with my Nephew, and my Phyfician, to the Senate,

3iot to abjure the Office in my Name (for the Laws do not allow

us to abjure in the Senate an Employment conferred upon us by

the People) but to declare my ill State of Health. Yet when

my Colleagues heard the Misfortunes, that had befallen the

Phocasans, and were returned, an Aflembly was fummoncd, at

which I was prefent, now perfedly recovered from my Diforder,

and the People infifting, that we fliould all engage in this third

1 Embafl]',

C25} Demofthenes Oration, Page 56.
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Embafly, who had been chofen at firft, I efteemed it my Duty

not to prevaricate with the Athenian People. You did not

afterwards accufe me with regard to this Embafly, when I

made my Report, but you now attack me upon the fecond, ap-

pointed for demanding PhiHp's Oath, which I can clearly and

juftly defend. To you indeed it is moft convenient, as to all

Liars, to alter the Situation and Circumftances of Time, but

I fhall regularly purfue my Difcourfe, beginning with our De-

parture on our fecond Embafly. Firft then, among our ten

Ambafladors, to whom another was added by our Confederates,

not one would ever eat with this Demofthenes, when we de-

parted for our fecond Embafly; nor upon the Road, whcre-

ever it was poflible to avoid it, would they enter the fame Inn,

becaufe they perceived he had formed fome villainous Deflgns

againft them. But with regard to going into Thrace, there

was not the leaft Mention of it, for the Decree gave no Infljuc-

tions about it, and only ordered us to receive Philip's Oath,

with fome other particular Diredions. Nor indeed, if we had

gone, was it poflible to have rendered any Service to Cherfoblep-

tes, as his Aflairs were in fiich a Situation, as you have been

juft now informed; nor has Demofthenes told you one Syllable

of Truth, but invents thefe Falfehoods, and having nothing

real whereof to accufe me, he utters thefe monftrous Calumnies.

But two Men followed him carrying a couple of Blankets,

in one of which, as he informed us, was a Talent of Silver.

C c 2 From



196 ORATIONOF
From thence his Colleagues recolle£ted fome of his ancient

Nicknames. While he was a Boy, he was called Battalus foy

his Debauchery and Infamy ', when he came to age, and had

taken out an Adion againft his Guardians, for ten Talents, he

was furnamed the Serpent: but having commenced Man, he

afTumed the common Title of all Villains, and was ftyled, the

Calumniator. Thus he travelled, as he then faid, and as he

lately afTured you, redeeming Prifoners, although he knew, that

Philip never had demanded a Ranfom during the War for any

Athenian Prifoners, and heard from all his Friends, that he

would give the reft their Freedom, whenever a Peace was con-

cluded. But while there were Numbers under this Misfortune,

he carried a Talent with him, a Ranfom only fufficient to re-

deem a fingle Prifoner, and even that fingle Prifoner not

extremely rich.

When we arrived in Macedonia, and had afiembled together,

and found Philip returned from Thrace, the Decree, upon

which we were empowered to a6t as Ambafladors, was read, and

we enumerated the Particulars we had in Command belides

tliofe that regarded the Requifition of Philip's Oath. But

while none of us mentioned the greater Concernments of our

Embafiy, but dwelt rather upon Matters of lefs Importance, I

pronounced an Oration, which it is now become neceilary to-

repeat. And here, Athenians, let me conjure you by the

Godsi that as you have heard me accufed according to the

good!
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good Pleafure of my Adverfary, fo you will alfo hear me re-

gularly make my Defence, and grant me the fame Attention to

the remainder of this Difcourfe, as you have given to the begin-

ning. When our Ambafladors were aflembled, as I have

aleady faid, I fpoke to them in this Manner; " that they feemed

** to me greatly to mifunderftand the principal Command of

" the People; becaufe, if the Republic had fent her Minifters

" with Authority to treat of the Requifition of Philip's Oath,

" and any other particular Articles, and to mention the Affair

" of the Prifoners, I imagined every thing might be executed

'* with Eafe. But to confult with Judgement and Integrity

" upon the Sum of things, with regard either to you, or Philip,

** is the proper Office of wife and upright Ambafladors; I

** mean particularly the Expedition into Thermopylae, which

you behold is now in Agitation. But I will demon ftrate by

very powerful Arguments, that I do not unadvifedly form

" my Conjedlures upon this Affair. The Theban Ambaffadors

*' are already arived ; the Lacedemonians are coming, and we

*' bring with us a Decree of the Athenian People, in which is

** exprefsly written;" The Ambassadors are empowered to

ACT IN ALL other INSTANCES, IN THE BEST MaNNER THEY

ARE ABLE. " The Grecians in general look with Earneft-

" nefs towards the Event. If the Athenian People therefore

" had efteemed it befitting their Dignity to declare openly

*' to Philip, that he fhould reftrain the Infolence of the

"• Thebans, and reflore the Cities of Bocotia, they would

" have

(C
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" have certainly mentioned it in this Decree. However, in

" the uncertainty of the Event, they left the Explanation of

" this AfFair to their Ambafladors, who poflibly might be able

** to prevail upon Philip, and they determined to make the

*' Experiment in our Perfons. Yet it becomes whoever is

" ftudious of the public Welfare, not to invade the Province

** of others, whom the People might have fent inflead of us,

and to be cautious of giving OfFence to the Thebansj one

of whom, their General Epaminondas, unawed by the Dig-

nity of the Athenians, exprefsly declared in a Theban AC-

fembly, that the Arcade of the Athenian Citadel fhould be

** carried to Thebes, and placed before the Temple of

" Cadmus."

While I was thus fpeaking, Demofthenes, as all our Col-

leagues know, cries out aloud, " In addition to our other

*' Misfortunes this iEfchlnes is an errant Boeotian." Among

others thefe were fome of his ExpreiFions* " This Man is

" fond of wild and dangerous Projects; while I confefs my-

'' felf

(25) It was the political Intereft of argues againfl: himfelf. The feeming

Athens to reprefs the Power of Thebes, Prudence of not provoking the Thebans ;

and for that Purpofe to reflore the Cities the invidious Pvlanner of telling the Story

of Boeotia. ^fchines niuft therefore of Kpaminondas, fo apt to provoke the

very abfurdly charge Demofthenes with Indignation of his Audience •, the Art of

favouring tlie Basotians, yet thus our making Demollhenes reproach him with

great Tranflator and his Commentators his Zeal for the Boeotians in the Boldnefs

underftand him. Ui^] tkV Bo<wt«V (TTrt?- of his Projeds, the Timidity under which

Sd^ei S Ayjf^oG-Bivfig. Thus the Keafan- he reprelents his Adverfary, are totally

ing of both thefe fuppofed Speeches ^^f^*

becomes confufed, and our Orator
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** felf of a more timorous Difpofition, and apprehenfive even

" of a diftant Danger. I difclaim the Defign of fettingthe Re-

*' public at variance with the Thebans, and imagine our

" Inftrudlions for adling in the beft Manner we are able, con-

" fift in not being impertinently bufy. Philip is now marching

*' to Thermopylas. I withdraw from all Concernment in this

" Affair. No Man fhall ever impeach me for Philip's Vii^o-

" ries, but only whether I fpoke, or aded in puniflual Obedi-

** ence to my Inftrudtions." To conclude, our Colleagues

agreed, that as each of us fhould be feparately afked his Opinion,

he {hould deliver it, as he thought would be moft expedient for

the Commonwealth. To prove what I affert, fummon our

Colleagues, and read their Depofitions.

The Depositions.

When there was a general Congrefs of all the Ambafladors of

Greece aflembled at Pella; when Philip was prefent, and the

Herald had fummoned the Athenian Ambafladors, we advanced,

not as in our former Embafly, according to our Age (a Cuftom

once held in efteem, and reputed honourable to the Republic)

but according to the fhamelefs Affurance of Demoflhenes. For

although he profefled himfelfthe youngeftof us all, he declared

he would not yield the privilege of hrft addrefling Philip, or

fuffer any other, pointing to me, to take PofiefTion of his Atten-

tion, and leave the other AmbafTadors nothing to fay. He

began his Speech with accufing his Colleagues, that they did

not
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not all come with the fame Sentiments, or agree in their

Opinions, and then particularly mentioned the good OfEces he

had himfelf performed for Philip; firft, that he had fupported

the Decree of Philocrates, when he was indidled for propofing,

in Contradi6lion to the Laws already enadled, that Philip

might be permitted to fend Ambafladors to Athens to nego-

tiate a Peace. He repeated the Decree, that he himfelf had

written, in which he had ordered, that the Peace fhiould be

concluded with Philip's Herald and his Ambafladors; and that

fome certain Days fhould be appointed, upon which the People

fhould deliberate on the Conditions. He then infinuated, that

he had effedually flopped the mouths of thofe, who would

have oppofed the Peace, not by his Speeches only, but by thus

fixing the Time of the People's Deliberations. He afterwards

produced another Decree, direding the People to confult upon

entering into a League offenfive and defenflve with Philip; and

another, appointing a principal Seat for his Ambafl'adors, at the

Bacchanalian Games. He then added his Solicitude on their

Account; his placing the Cufliions for ihem at our Entertain-

ments, befides his Watchings, and his Wakings, occafioned by

thofe, who envied him, and woijd willingly do Diflionour to

his Reputation. The reft was fo perfcdly ridiculous, that his

Colleagues for Sliame covered their Faces; " he had entertained
to

** Philip's Ambafladors moft hofpitably; had hired for them,

*' when they departed, a Chariot with a couple of Mules, and

f ' accompanied them himfelf on horfe-back, not concealing jlu.

^' Dark-
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*' Darknefs, as certain others had done, but openly profcirmg

" his Zeal for his Service." He then with earneftnefs corredled

his former Afiertions; " I did not fay, you are handfome, be-

'' caufe Woman is of all Creatures the handfomeft; I did not

" fay, you were a powerful Drinker, becaufe 1 thought drinking

^' was Praife for a Spunge; I did not fay, you had an extraor-

*' dinary Memory, becaufe I imagined it an Encomium for an

'* hireling Pleader." Not to be tedious, fuch were in general

his Expreflions in the Prefence, I might almofl: affirm, of all

the Ambafladors of Greece, from whence there arofe no com-

mon Peals ot Laughter.

When he had ended, and Silence enfued, I was compelled

to fpeak after thefe ftrange Abfurdities, and the exceflive Bafe-

nefs of his Adulation. I was of neceflity obliged to make fome

Remarks upon his Calumny againft his Colleagues, and I faid,

" the Athenians had appointed us their Ambaffadors, not with

" an Intention of pleading for ourfelves in Macedonia, but that

" we might be thought worthy of the Republic, in the

" Opinion of our Fellow-Citizens." I lightly mentioned the

Requifition of his Oath, which we were come to receive, and

ran over the other Articles you had given us in Command ; for

the copious and powerful Orator Demofthenes had totally for-

gotten every thing neceflary. I then fpoke of Philip's Expedi-

tion, the Temple of Delphos, and the Council of the Amphic-

tyons, but implored him efpecially to determine the Affair of

Vol. II. D d Delphos,
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DelphoSj not by Force of Arms, but by the Suffrages of all

Parties, and an equitable Decifion. If however fuch a Decifion

were impoffible (and this manifeftly appeared, for he had a large

Body of Troops affembled round him) I affured him, whoever

propofed to regulate the religious Rights of the Grecians ought

to have great Regard to Religion in general, and to pay much

Attention to thofe, who endeavoured to inftrud him in the

Ufages of particular Countries. At the fame Time I mentioned

as a neceffary Preliminary, the building the Temple at Delphos,

and as foon as poffible affembling the Amphictyons. I then

repeated the Oath, which was fworn by our Anceftors, *' I

" never will deftrdy a City within the Amphictyonic Confede-

" racy, nor drive its Inhabitants from the running Stream,

" either in War or Peace: if any one violates this Oath^ I

" will take up Arms againft him, and utterly deftroy his Cities

*•' to the Ground: if any one facrilegiouHy plunders the Trea-

" fures of Apollo, or is privy to fuch Impiety, or fhall form

*' any Deiign againft whatever is contained in his Temple, I

" will with all my Faculties, Feet, Hands and Voice avenge

<< the God." 1 then added, that there were ffrong Execrac-

tions to confirm this Oath.

I CONCLUDED with faying, that in my Opinion we fllould not

fuffer the Cities of Boeotia to continue in Ruins, fince they were

included in the Amphidyonic Confederacy. I reckoned the

twelve Nations, who participated of the Rights of the Temple,

Thef-
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Theilalians, tlie Boeotians in general, not the Thcbans only,

the Dorians, lonians, Perrhaebians, Magnctcs, Locrians, Oetseans,

Phthian'^, Maleens, Phoczeans, (26) and I proved, that each of

thefe Nations had an equal Vote in the Council, the greateft and

the leaft; thus the Deputy from Dorium or Cytinium (27) had

a Suffrage as powerful as the Lacedgemonians, for each Nation

had two Votes : thus the Ionian Deputies from Erythrsa and

Priene were equal to the Athenian ; and all others in the fame

Manner. I declared my Opinion, that his Expedition was

indeed founded in Religion and Juftice, but when the Amphic-

tjons fliould have affembled in Apollo's Temple, and obtained a

Freedom of debating and voting, I imagined, that they, who

iirft attempted to feize upon the Temple at Delphos, fliould

be brought to their Trial; not their Countries, but the Perfons

themfelves, who either by their Adlions, or their Counfels,

were guilty of fuch Impiety; but that the Cities, which de-

livered up thefe Criminals to their Trial, fliould not be liable

to Punifhment. " But if you march with an Army againfl: the

Phocsans, you will fupport and confirm the Injuflice of the

Thcbans, yet when you have aflifled them, they never will

be grateful to you, for you never can confer fuch Benefits

upon them as the Athenians did formerly, and which they

X) d 2 "no

(26) Autliors differ in their Catalogues as Erythrsea, and Priene, were Cities

of thefe Nations, and ^Efchines, or his of Ionia, but lefs powerful than Athens.

Tranfcribers, have here omitted one of Their Deputies however had the fame

them. Power and Privileges in the Amphidy-

(27) Thefe weie Lacedasmonian Ci- onic Council,

ties, though lefs confiderable than Sparta,

((
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" no longer remember. (28) Then you will treat with Injuftice

" the Phocaeansj whom you defer t, while the Thebans will

*' become more formidable Enemies, rather than Friends by

*' this Addition of Power."

But that I may not tedioufly wafte your Time by repeating

exactly every thing faid upon the Occafion, I fhall conclude

with giving you a general and fummary Account. Fortune

and Philip were to difpofe of Fads, while I had only my Zeal

for your Service, and the Freedom of fpeaking. Whatever

I faid was juft in itfelf, and conducive to your Interefts. The

Event was determinsd not by our Wifhes, but by Philip's

Adlions. Whether then is it more reafonable, that he, who

never had even an Inclination to do you Service, fhould be

honoured with your good Opinion, or he, who never negle6le d

any pofTible Opportunity of fupporting your Interefts? Many

Inftances of Vv'hich I mufl however at prefent pafs over unmen-

tioned for want of Time,

But he charged me with afferthig a Falfehood, in alluring

you, that within a few Days the Thebans would become more

humble; that the Euboeans were extremely alarmed, while I

feduced you into fome idle Expedations. (29) Now learn, A-

thenians, the real State of this Affair. When I was with

Philip I made it my Requeft, and when I returned hither I

delivered

(28) In their Wars with the Lacedae- {2^) Demofthenes Oration, Page 13,

monians.
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delivered it in my Report of our Emhafiy, as a Meafure I thought

mofl reafonable, that the Thebans fhould fubmit to the Au-

thority of Boeotia, not BcEotia be fubdued to the Power of the

Thebans. Yet what I declared as my Opinion only, Demoft-

henes afferts,. I abfolutely promifed. I then told you, Chleo-

chares the Eubasan, profeffed his Wonder at the fudden Recon-

ciliation between you and Philip, becaufe you had given it in.

Command to us in your Decree, '' to adl befidcs in the beft

" Manner we Vv'ere able;" for Citizens, like him, of incon-

fiderable Cities, are always alarmed at any fecret Articles in;

the Treaties of the more powerful. Nor does he fay I men-

tioned this occafionally in the Courfe of my Report, but afferts

that I pofitively promifed Philip would cede the iHand of Euboea..

But I was of Opinion, that when the Republic confulted upon

the general Situation of her Affairs, flie fliould lifiien to every

Argument offered by the other States ol Greece. (30)

Among the Articles, into which he hath divided this Profe-

Gution, he hath calumnioufly affirmed, that when he propofed

to lay before you a faithful Account of your Affairs, lie was

hindered by me and Philocrates. But 1 would willingly afk,

whether an Athenian Ambaffador was ever liindered, efpecially

by his Colleagues, from making the Report of his Embafly to

the

(30) The Reafoning of this Para- to admit the general States of Greece to

graph regularly ends at the laft Sentence, the Athenian Councils, this Aflertion of

and this appears to be a Conchifion drawn his Opinion would appear with more Pro-

from fome other Arguments. IfDemoft- priety and Connexion,

henes had accufed our Onuor of reiufing
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the People ; or after having fufFered fuch an Indignity from thofe

Coilcafniesj did he ever propofe, that they fliould be received

with all pubHc Honours, and invited to an Entertainment in the

Pyrasum. But Demofthenes, when he returned from our fe-

cond Embally, by which he novv^ affirms the whole State of

Greece was overturned, not only applauded us in his Decree,

but when I reported to the People the Orations I had made

with regard to the Amphidyons and Bceotians, not in the fum-

iiiary and hafty Manner in which I have now repeated them,

but as accurately as pofiible in the very Words I fpoke; when

the Peoole received them with exceeding Approbation, he was

fummoned by me and the other Ambafladors and aflcedj, whether

I had truly reported vs^hat I had faid to Philip, and while all our

Colleagues gave their Teftimony in my Favour, and applauded

me, he rofe after all, and affured you, that I had not only

fpoken in Macedonia, as I had at prefent, but doubly better.

You, who are to give your Sufii-ages upon this Trial, are now

my Witnefles to the Truth of thefe Circumflances ; and yet

what fairer Opportunity could he poflibly have found of inftantly

cpnviding me, if I had ever betrayed the Republic .?

Yet you declare you did perceive in our firft' Embafiy, that

Ihad entered into a Confpiracy againft the Commonwealth,

but you were fenfible of it in the fecond, in which you have

openly appeared an Advocate in my Defence. (31) But while

ia

(31) Dcmoflhenes Oiacion, Page p.
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in Fadl your Indi(51:ment is laid againft the firft Embafify, you

afTure us you do not accufe me for my Condiid: in that, but in

the other, appointed for the Requifition of Philip's Oath. If

however you condemn the Peace, yet you yourfelf propofed a

Confederacy with Philip offenfive and defenfive ; and if he de-

ceived the Republic, he told an Untruth to obtain that PeacCy

which was of Advantage to liis Affairs. (32) Such were the

Circumftances of the firfl: Embafly ; the fccond was appointed

upon Conditions already fixed and concluded. Where then

were thefe traiterous Defigns? You may compute, by what

he hath faid, that they exifted in tlie Imagination of this Im-

poftor^

He fays I pafled over the River Loidia in a Canoe by Night

to Philip, (33) and wrote for him the Letter he fent hither.

Thus it feems, Leofthenes, who was banifiied from hence by

thefe Calumniators, was utterly incapable of writing this Epiftle,

though fome People do not hefitate to pronounce, that, next

to Calliftratus, he is of all Mankind moii eloquent. Neither,

was Philip himfelf capable of writing it, to whom Demollhenes

was unable to reply in your Defence ; nor Pytho, who aflumes.

to himfelf the Glory of being a Writer, but the Aff^iir, fo it

appears, required my AfTiftance. But though you afiert, that

I fre-

(32) The TranQator thinks it his Du- he can afifiire his Englifh Reader, it is an.

ty to confefs he does not underftand the exaft Tranflation.

Meaning of this lalt Sentence. However (33) This does not appear in Dcmoft-

henes his Cration. Wolfius^

8
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I frequently converfcd with Philip alone in the Day-time, yet yoy

accufe me of pafling over the River to him by Night, fo abfolutely

did the Afi-iiir require a no6turnal Epiftle. But Aglaocieon and

latrocles, with whom I ilept every Night during tlie whole

Time, are come hither to giv^e Evidence, that every thing you

liave alTerted is falfe ; and they arc confcious, that I never was

abfent from them any one Night, or even Part of a Night.

Befides, I bring my domcfi:ic Slaves ; I deliver tbem to the

Torture, and if my Profecutor confents, I will here finiih my

Difcourfe. Let the Executioner appear, and, if you command,

torture them before you. The remainder of the Day is fuffici-

ent for the Purpofe, fince I am allotted eleven Hours for my

Defence, (34.) and if when they are put to the Queition, they

fay I ever flept one Night from my Companions, do not, A-

thenians, fhew Mercy to me, but rife from the Judgement

Seat, and let me be capitally condemmed. But if you, De-

mofthenes, are convicled of Falfehood, let this be your Puniih-

ment, to acknowledge in the Prefence of this Allembly, that you

are but an half-born Athenian, and not a genuine Citizen. (35)

Summon hither my Domeftics on the Tribunal, and read the

Depolitions of our Colleagues.

The

(34) The Trann-ation eleven Hours is Bi^og mun: then fignify unnatural, ml of

not perfedly exact. The Original fays Nature's free and genuine Produ^liotis.

eleven Ikur-glajfes. But ^fchines more probably alkides to

(35) 'OfjicXoyriiTov Kv^ooyui'og eivai, the civil Birth ol-' Demoilhenes, and his

XXI fji.ri eXsuBs^o;. Confitere te femivi- being dcfcended from an Athenian Fa-

rum elTe, & non ingenuum. WoLFius. ther and a Scythian Mother. 'EXeuBs^og

Yet if dv^poywog fignifics a Creature of will then preferve its common Signifi-

a mixed and monftrous Birth, ^ttij gXeJ- cation.
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The Depositions. The Appeal.

Since therefore he refufes this Appeal, and fays, that no

Credit is to be given to the Tortures of Slaves, take me the

Letter which PhiHp fent, and which I was kept fleeplefs to

write, for manifeR it is, that with exceeding Subtlety it hath

impofcd upon the Republic, and in Matters of weighty Con-

cernment.

The Letter.

You have' heard, Athenians, Philip fays, " I have adminiftered

" the Oaths to your Ambaffadors, and have written down the

" Names of my Confederates, who were prefent, themfelves

" and their Cities." He then promifes to fend you the Names

of thofe, who were abfent. Is it impoflible to conceive, that

Philip could have written in this Manner by Day-light even

without my Affiftance? But, by the Gods, Dcmofthenes, in

my Judgement, only computes how he may gain the Reputa-

tion of Eloquence, and whether he fhall afterwards appear of

all our Grecians moft worthlefs, about this he is very little

anxious.

But what Credit can be ?iven to the Man, who ventures to

aflert, that Philip penetrated into Thermopylae, not by his own

military Condu6t, but by my Orations to an Athenian Aflembly ?

Then he hath entered into a Detail of the Days, in which I

made my Report of our Embafly; in which the Couriers of the

Vol, J I. E e Phoctean



2IO ORATION OF
Phooean Tyrant, Phalcecus, carried from hence the News o.f

your Determinations, and in which the Phocaeans, in their

Rehance on me, received Phihp into Thermopylae, and deHver-

ed to him their Cities. (36J Thefe Circumftances my Accufer

hath invented j but the Phocseans were ruined, £r{\, by the

Power of Fortune, that abfolute Miftrefs of all Mankind ; fe-

condly, by the Length of Time, and a ten Years War, for the

fame Circumftance, that raifed the Phocsan Tyrants, deftroyed

tliem. They laid the Foundation of their Power by daring to

invade the facred Treafures, and by their mercenary Troops

they changed the Form of Government in different States, but

were ruined by their Want of Money, which they had expended

in paying their Armies. Thirdly, a Mutiny, the ufual Atten-

dant of an ill-paid Soldiery, broke their Authority, and laftly,

the Ignorance of Phalascus with regard to Futurity. For the

united Forces of the Theffalians and Philip were in Sight, nor

was it long before the Peace you had concluded with Philip

that Ambaffadors arrived from the Phoccsans, demanding Suc-

cours and promiiing to deliver into your Hands the Fortrefles,

that commanded the Pafs of Thermopylae- Yet when you had

decreed, that they fliould deliver thefe Places to Proxenus, your

General; that fifty Gillies fhould be fitted out, and that all

our Citizens, under thirty Years of Age, (hould immediately

take the Field, inftead of delivering thofe Fortrefies to Proxenus,

the Tyrants threw the Ambaffadors, who made the Promife,

into

{^6) Demofthenes, Page 28,;.
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into Piifon, and of all the Grecians the Phoca^ans alone refufcd

to receive the Pricfts, who carried the myftic Sacrifices for Cele-

bration of the Eleiifinian Feftival. When Archidamus, the

Lacedaemonian, afterwards offered to receive and defend thofe

Fortreflcs, they would not confent, but anfwcred him, that

Sparta fhould be apprehenfive, not for them, but for her own

Safety. (37) You had not then abfolutely agreed with Philip,

but the very Day you deliberated upon the Articles of Peace,

you received Letters from Proxenus informing you, that the

Phocfeans had not delivered thofe Fortreffes to him, and that

they alone of all the Grecians refufed to admit the holy Myfle-

ries for the Celebration of the Eleufinian Sacrifices, and had

thrown into Prifon the Ambafladors, who had come hither to

propofe a Ceffion of thole Fortreffes. In Proof of thefe Truths,

call me the Perfons employed in carrying the facred Myfteries,

and the Ambaffadors, whom Proxenus fent to the Phocaeans.

Then hear his Letters.

The Letters.

You hear, Athenians, the particular Dates of thefe Tranf-

adions verified by your public Records. You hear the Wit-

neffes, who have given Evidence, that before I was appointed

Ambaffador, Phal^ecus, the Phocaan Tyrant, was diffident

both of us and the Lacedaemonians, and placed his entire Con-

E e 2 fidence

(37) A French Writer tranflates thefe coiirs., que de hur mauvaJJe Fortune.

Words, which Wol fins fays are equivo- Olivier. Life of Philip.

cal, qu'ih fe dejioioit encore plus de Jon fe-
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fidence in Pliillp. But was he alone ignorant with regard to

the Event ? How were you yourfelves affeded in your Ailem-

bUes ? Did you not all exped;, that Philip, having obferved

their Infolence, would reprefs the Authority of the Thebans,

and not enlarge the Power of that perfidious People ? Did not

the Lacedaemonians join with us in an Embaffy againft the The-

bans, and at laft openly affront and threaten their Ambaffadors

in Macedonia? Were they not extremely doubtful in what

Manner they fliould ad ? Were not their Ambaffadors greatly

alarmed ? Did not the Thellalians ridicule us all, and boaft,

that the Expedition was undertaken for their Sake ? Did not

the Intimates of Phalscus declare, (3 8} that Philip would or-

der the Cities of Boeotia to be reinhabited ? Did not the The-

bans, in a Diffidence of their Situation take the Field with all

their Forces ? Did not Philip, when he perceived it, fend

Letters engaging you to march with all your Troops to fuccour

whoever had the jufteft Caufe ? Did not thefe Warriors, who

now call the Peace diflionourable and cowardly, hinder you

from marching, by declaring they were apprehenfive, that Phi-

lip, after having concluded a folemn Peace and Alliance with

you, would feize upon your Soldiers, as Hoftages ?

Whether

(38) The Tranflator hath here infcrted Hopes and Fears of the different States of

the Name of Phalasciis inftead of Pin- Greece upon Philip's EXj;edition, feems

lip, which appears in all Editions. Our to require, that Phalarcus and liis Party

Orator can hardly be fu[ipofc:d to fiy, the (liould expreis their Sentiments upon it.

Intimates of I-'hilip declared, that Philip Doftor Markland has corrected the fime

iceidd order i^c. Hefidcs, the general Millake in the next Paragraph.

' enfe of the Palllige, which defcribes the
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Whether then have I forbidden the People to imitate their

Anceftors, or you, and they, who confpired with you agalnft

the pubhc Welfare ? Would not an Expedition have been tlien

more eafy, and more honourable to the Athenians, when the

Madnefs of the Phocseans raged in its higheft Vigour- when

they maintained the War alone againft Philip; when they were

In PoilelTion of thefe FortrefTes, which commanded the Streights

of Thermopylae, and which Phal^cus had not )'ct delivered to

the Macedonians; when they refufed the Treaties, by which

we fhould have been engaged to fuccour them, (39) nor would

receive the facred Eleufinian Myfteries ; when we were guarded

from the Incurlions of the Thebans ; (40} when Philip himfelf,

with whom we had entered into a Confederacy ratified by our

mutual Oaths, invited us to march ; and when the ThelTalians

and the other Amphiclyonswere in Arms ? Was not this Period

far more honourable, than that, in which the Athenians, by your

Cowardice, and Malignity of Spirit, fled into the City with

their Property, (41) at which Time, I was employed in my

third Embafl)' to the General Council of tlic Amphid:yons

;

that Embaiiy, which vou dare to aflert I undertook without

being appointed by the People ; and yet, although my declared

Enemy, you never called me to a Trial for a Crime, Vvhich

you know to be capital, and now only accufe me. of Mifconduct

in

(39) Probably, from a Confidence. of explains, hecnufe Phccis hindered tlein

di'-ir own Strength. from entmng /Ittica.

'40) In the Criginal, 'vuhen -ive left (4') The Reader may remember tlie

i}:e Thclans lebind as, v.hich \^'oIiius Decree of Callifthenes upon this Occafion,

Pa^e 4.2.
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in my former Embafly; though furely you do not envy me even

the Punilliraent, that might affe6l my Life.

When the Thebans therefore were encamped, and entreated

Philip to lead them to the Deftru6lion of the Boeotians ; when

you had thrown the City into Confufion, and our Forces were

not yet alTembled; when the Theflldians had joined the The-

bans, by your Irrefolution, and the ancient Hatred they bore

the Phoc^ans, who had cruelly mifufed their Thellalian Hof-

tages
; (4 2) when Phalscus, before the other Ambailadors and

I had arrived where the Amphidlyons were met in Council, had

marched away under Articles of Treaty ; when the Orchome-

nians, being greatly terrified, only demanded Security for their

Perfons, and promifed to leave Boeotia; when the Theban

AmbafTadors furrounded Philip, and the Republic was in open

Enmity with the Thebans and the Thefialians, then were our

Affairs ruined, not by me, but by his Treachery, and his hof-

pitable Engagements with the Thebans. Of thefe Fads I am
vv'ell allured I can giv^e fufficient Proofs. (43)

Besides, if any Part of what you afiert were true, furely

the Ba-otians and the Phocaean Exiles would accufe me, fome

of

C42') Plutarch tells this Story fome- Taylor. Briferent avec des meules.

what difFerently ; thnt the Phocseans kil- Amyot.

led their I'hefTalian Governors, and the (43") This whole Narration, .fays Wol-

TheffaHans in Revenge put their Pho- fius, is fo intricate, that it feems intended

x.xan liollages to the Torture. Karij- meerly to impofe Uj-.on the /Audience.

hor,(Tot,v, fl^'gi'is c.ecidenint. Stethans.
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of whom I muft have driven out of their Country, and hindered

others from returning from Banilhment. Yet not reafonliig

upon Events, but favourably receiving my Zeal to fer\e them,

the Boeotian Exiles have in a general Council appointed Advo-

cates in my Defence. Ambafladors are arrived from the Cities

of the Phocseans, whom in my third Embafly to the Amphic-

tyons I preferved from Deftrudion, when the Oeta^ans had given

their Opinion, that all the Youth of Phocis fliould be thrown

headlong down a Precipice, and whom I conduced to the

Amphidlyons, that they might have an Opportunity of pleading

their own Caufe. Phalaecus had marched away under the

SancHiion of a perfonal Treaty, and thefe innocent People were

condemned to die, and only faved by my IntercefTion. Call

me then the Phocaean Mnafo, and the Colleagues of his Em-

bafly with the Perfons appointed by the Boeotian Exiles. Come

up hither, Liparus and Pythion, on the Tribunal, and now

return me . that Obligation of Life and Safety, which I once

conferred on you.

The Interceflion of the Boeotians and Phoc^ans.

Shall I not therefore be moftunjuftly treated, if I be cojidemn-

ed on the Accufation of Demofthenes, the Patron of the Thc-

bans, and of all the Grecians the moil: abandoned, when the

Phocaeans and Boeotians appear in my Defence?

But he hath dared to affirm, that I fland convided by my

own Expreflions. For he fays, I declared, when I accufcd

A. I'iniai:-
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Timarclius, that all Mankind had heard of the Infamy of his

Impurities: that Flefiod, an excellent Poet, fays,

What all report can never be a Lie,

And born a Goddefs, Fame can never die :

tliat this Goddefs now comes to accufe me, for all Mankind

affirm, 1 have taken Bribes from Philip. But you are well

convinced, Athenians, that there is a mighty Difference between

Fame and Calumny. Fame hath nothing in common with

Profecutions, but Profecutions are nearly allied to Calumny. I

will define each of them exactly. Fame is the voluntary Af-

fertion, without any particular Motive, of a Multitude of

Citizens concerning the Commiflion of any certain Fa£t. But

Calumny is an Accufation maintained by fome fingle Perfon in

the Prefence of the Many, whether in our AlTemblies, or the

Senate. To Fame we publicly ofTer Sacrifices, as to a God;

but we publicly profecute Calumniators, as Wretches moft im-

pious. Do not then, Demofthenes, confound things of higheft

Excellence with thofe of extreme Turpitude.

I Suffered with Grief and Indignation feveral Articles of

this Indictment, but efpecially when he charged nie with being

a Traitor to my Country ; for if I could be convicted of this

Crime alone, I muft appear a very Monfter, unfeeling of all

natural A ffedtion, and formerly guilty of many other Crimes.

Of my general Courfc of Life, and even my daily Manner of

living, I do imagine you arc very fufficient Witneffes. Yet

there
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there are particular Inftances, that efcape the Difcernment of the

Multitude, though deemed of higheft Importance by Perfons of

Penetration. Many of thefe, which will bear an honourable

Teftimony in my Favour, I {hall produce to pubHc View, that

you may know what Pledges I left here for my Condudl, when

I entered upon my Embaily to Macedonia. You, Demofthenes,

have invented thefe Falfehoods againft me, but I fliall explicitly

declare how honourably and regularly I was educated.

Behold my Father Atrometus, almoft the oldeft of our

Citizens, for he is now ninety four Years of Age. In his Youth,

before the Lofs of his Property in the Peloponnefian War, he

was diftinguifhed for his Sldll in athletic Exercifes, but when

he was driven into Banifhment by the thirty Tyrants, he en-

lifted himfelf a Soldier in the Wars of Afia, and was eminently

diftinguifhed for his Courage. He is defcended from a Tribe,

that holds religious Communion with the genuine Offspring of

Butes, from whence the Prieftefs of Minerva, the (juardian

Goddefs of Athens, is chofen. As I have already mentioned,

he was one of the Leaders, who brought home the People from

Exile. (44) Bsfides, It hath been my good Fortune, that all

my Relations by my Mother are free-born. She herfeh appears

even now btfore my Eyes, (45) terrified for the Danger of her

Son, and di^lraded with her Sorrows This Mother, Demoft-

henes, fled with her Hufband to Corip.th from the Tyranny

Vol. if. F f of

(44) PiJgs 187. (45) Rather an imag'nary, than real Appearance. Wolfius.



2i8 O R A T I O N O F

of the thirty, and fhared in the Calamities of her Country. But

you, who contend for your being a Man (though I (hould hefi-

tate extremely to pronounce that you are really a Man) were

profecuted for deferting your Rank in the Day of Battle, and

efcaped only by buying off the Evidence of Nicodemus, whom

you afterwards murdered with the A fTiftance of Ariftarchus,,

and then rufhed into the Forum with your Hands ftained with

Blood.

My eldeft Brother, Philocrates, who does not, as you ca-

lumnioufly affirm, fpend his Time in unmanly amufements,

but in the generous Exercifes of the Gymnafium ; who was

Fellow-Soldier to Iphicrates, and three fucceffive Years a

General of your Forces, comes hither to implore your Com-

paffion to preferve me. My youngeft Brother Aphobetus

maintained, with a Dignity befitting the Republic, the Charac-

ter of your Ambaflador to the King of Perfia, and when you

appointed him in the Direction of the public Revenues, he

managed them with Honour and Integrity. His Children are

legitimately begotten, for he never proftituted his Wife to

Cnofion, as thou haft done. He now is prefent in Contempt

of your Invedives, for Invedlives, not founded upon Truth,

pafs no farther than the Ears.

But thou haft dared to fpeak againft my other Relations,

fhamelefs as thou art and ungrateful, not to love, not to adort

the
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the Father of Pliilon and Epicrates by whom you were en-

rolled a Denizon of Athens, as the elder Citizens of the Pae-

anian Tribe are perfedlly confcious. Yet I am flruck with

Aftonifhment, that you dare to calumniate Philon in the Pre-

fence of thefe Athenians, who are eminently diftinguiflied

for their Love of Juftice, who have entered this Court with a

Refolution to pronounce fuch a Sentence, as may be of greatefl

Advantage to the RepubHc, and who pay more Attention to

the Lives of the Criminal and Profecutor, than to their Ora-

tions. Yet can you imagine, they would not rather choofe ten

thoufand Soldiers like Philon, thus fafhioned in their Perfons,

thus temperate in their Courage, than thrice ten thoufand prof-

tituted Wretches, like thee? Then you turn the well educated

Manners of Epicrates into Reproach ; and indeed who ever

faw him behave himfelfindecently either by Day, as you affirm,

in the Feftival of Bacchus, or by Night? You cannot affert,

he efcaped by his Obfcurity, for he was not unknown.

By Philodemus his Daughter, the Sifter of Philon and Epi-

crates, I have three Children j a Daughter and two Sons,

whom I bring hither with my other Relations, for the fake of

one Queftion, which I fhall now aflc, and for a particular

Argument with regard to my Judges. I afk, Athenians,' whe-

ther you think it probable, that befides my Duty to my

Country, the Commerce of my Friends, the Participation of

our I'eHgious Rites, and the Sepulchres' of my Anceftors, I

F f a fhould
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fhould betray my Children, to me the deareft of all human

Beings, to Philip, or fliould rate his Friendfhip at an higher

Value, than their Safety. By what Pleafure have I ever been

enflaved? When did I ever do any thing unworthy of my

Reputation for the fake of Money ? Not Macedonia, but their

own natural Difpojfition, renders Men vitious or virtuous ; nor

are we different, when we return from an Embafly, from what

you fent us, but the very fame. But I have been joined in

Office with a Man, (46) eminently praftifed in all Impoftures, of

a malevolent Spirit,who never willingly fpoke Truth j who ufhers

in his Lies with an Oath, and an Eye of Impudence; who not

only aflerts his Fads, and the Manner in which they happened,

but mentions the very Day, and according to his Invention, in

Imitation of thofe who tell Truth, he adds the Name of fome

Perfon, who by chance was prefent.

However, we, who are innocent, are in one Inftance moft

fortunate, that with his extraordinary Genius for lying, he never

preferves his Senfes in the Compoiition of his Stories. You may

compute at once the Imprudence, and Ignorance of the Man,

who invented againflme fuch an improbable Falfehood, as that of

the Olynthian Woman, in which he was interrupted by you,

when he was fpeaking, and driven out of the Aflembly; (47)

for

(46) It may be worth obferving, that irvfi7rt7rXey[/.ui, the Reading of our E-

Stephans reads a-v^TihiKoi^on inftead of ditions.

(47) Demofthenes Oration, Page 89.
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for he accufed a Perfon moft diftant from fuch Turpitude before

thofe, who were confcious of the Purity of his Manners. But

confider how long he was preparing himfelf for this Calumny.

Ariftophanes, an Olynthian, generally refided here in AtJiens.

He was recommended by fome certain Perfons to Demofthcnes,

who was informed befides, that he was a very powerful Orator,

and who therefore endeavoured by every poflible Art to engage

him in his Interefts, and induce him to give a perjured Evi-

dence againft rae. He promifed, if he would form fome mife-

rable Story, and aflure you, that in a drunken Riot I had

infulted a Woman, who was his Relation, and a Captive, he

would inflantly give him five hundred Drachmas, and five

hundred others, when he had given Evidence of the Fadl. A-

riflophanes anfwered, as he himfelf aflured us, that v/ith regard

to his Banifhment and his Poverty, Demofthenes had not er-

roneoufly, but rather with all poflible Sagacity aimed his Con-

jedures; but that he erred extremely in his Opinion of his

Morals, for he never would commit fo infamous an Adion. la

Proof of what I have aflerted, I fhall produce Ariftophanes

himfelf, as a Witnefs. Let him be fummoned ; "let his Teftimony

be read; then fummon Dercyllus and Ariftides, who heard him

tell this Story, and informed me of it.

The Testimony,

You hear the Witnefies, and their Evidence, given upon

Oath; and do you not remember thofe unhallowed Arts of Ora-

tory,
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tory, which he boafted to our young Citizens (48) and which

he now employs againft me; how he wept, how he lamented

the Fate of Greece ; how excellively he applauded Satyrus the

Comedian, for having at a Banquet entreated PhiHp to give him

fome Perfons, with whom he had formerly lived in Hofpitality,

and who were then Prifoners and in Chains, digging in his

Vineyards ? Having laid this Foundation, he added, raifing that

flirill and direful Voice, how deplorable is it, that Satyrus the

Reprefentative of two inconfiderable Cities (49) fhould appear

with fuch Generofity and Magnanimity, and that I, who direded

the Counfels of a powerful Republic, who prefumed to give

Advice to the fupreme Aflembly of Arcadia, could not reftrain

the Licentioufnefs of my Manners, but heated with Wine, at

an Entertainment to which we were invited by Xenodocus, (50)

one of Philip's Friends, I dragged by the Hair, and fcourged

with my own Hands, a captive Woman ? If you had there-

fore either given Credit to him, or if Ariftophanes had joined

with him in vouching this Falfehood againft me, I might have

periflied unjuftly for a Crime of the moft exceflive Turpitude.

Will you then fufFer this Wretch, his own Evil Genius (for never

may

(48) To- inflame their Paffions and Xanthia. The Matter is not of Impor-

raife their Indignation againft his Adver- tance, yet much Diligence hath been ufed

fary. Dodlor Tayfor has with great to find the Hiftory or Situation of thefe

Learning given us many different Mean- Countries. Neither Wolfius nor his Com-

ings for the Word l-TrxyyiXXeTut. None mentators mention them in their Notes,

ofthem will explain the prefent Paffage, (50) By Demofthenes called Xeno-

and WolSus is fuffered to trapflate it P^ron, Page 89 ; for by a Miftake of

pollcetur.
'

the Prefs it is there printed Xeno;phon,

(49) In the Original, Cariones and
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may he prove fuch to the Republic) to dwell any longer among

you? Will you purify this Aflembly, and in your Decrees

offer up your Vows through him ? Will you fend forth Armies,

and appoint naval Expeditions under his Name? Yet Hefiod

pronounces

For one Man's Crimes, on many a deftin'd State

Impetuous defcends the Wrath of Fate.

Let me add one Remark more to what I have already faid;

that if there be any Species of Villainy among Mankind in which

I cannot demonftrate, that Demofthenes is a principal Charader,

I fhall acknowledge, I ought to be capitally condemned.

But many fevere Diftrefles attend theaccufed. His Danger

calls back his Thoughts from every particular Relentment againft

others to the Confideration of his own proper Safety, and obliges

him to refleiSl:, left he {hould pafs over any Article of the Ac-

cufation. I fhall therefore endeavour to recall to your remem-

brance, and my own, the principal Articles of this Profecution;

then do you, Athenians, confider them feparately. For what

particular Decree, that I have prefcriled, am I now accufed?

What Conventions have I ever formed againft the interefts of

the Republic? When did I erale whatever you decreed con-

cerning this Peace, or infert what you difapproved? Did :h€

Peace difpleafe fome of our Orators? Should they not eitlier

have oppofed it then, or not accufe me now ? Some of them

during
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during the War grew rich by our Tributes, and the public Re-

venues. Thofe Methods of growing rich are now ceafed, for

Peace will not maintain Idlenefs. But fmce they, who

never were injured and yet are perpetually injuring the Repub-

lic, vvould now take vengeance of him, who fupported this

Peace, will you, who have experienced the Advantages of it,

defert the Perfons, who have rendered themfelves thus ufeful to

the Public?

But I fang Hyains in Honour of Apollo with Philip, while

the Cities of the Phocasans, as my Accufer afTerts, were lying

in Ruins. (51) And by what Argument can he clearly prove

the Truth of this Aflertion ? I was invited to the ufual Enter-

tainment of Hofpitality with my Colleagues. There were befides

invited, and who fupped with us and the other Grecian Ambafla-

dors, not lefs than two hundred Perfons. Among this Number, ^

for fo it appears, I was confpicuoufly diftinguifhed, not for my

Silence, but my finging, as you are affured by Demofthenes,

who was neither prelent himfelf, nor hath produced a iingle

Witnefs, who was prefent. But by what Means could I be thus

confpicuous, unlefs perchance, as in a Chorus, I fang before the

reft of the Company ? If I was filent therefore, you charge

me falfely; but when our Country was in perfe(ft Safety, and

our Citizens not opprefled by any general Misfortune, it I then

fang an Hymn in Honour of Apollo with the other Ambafla-

dors,

(5i)-Demofthenes Oration, Page 59,
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dors, and the Athenians were not difhonoured by it, I aded

with a pious Regard to Religion ; I committed no Crime, and

fhould now in Juftice be acquitted. Yet upon thefe Accounts,

I am it feems a Man unworthy of Compaflion, while you, who

proiecute your Colleagues, in Violation of the facred Duties

of our common Entertainments and Libations, are pious and

religious.

But you have reproached me with the Abfurdity of my po-

litical Conduct in going Ambaflador to Philip, when I had be-

fore encouraged the Grecians to take up Arms againft him.

However, you may make this Objedion, if you pleafe, to the

whole Athenian People in their public Counfels. You had

entered into War againft the Lacedsemonians, and after the un-

fortunate Battle of Leudlra you fent them Succours. You re-

ftored the exiled Thebans to their Country, and afterwards met

them in the Field at Mantinsea. You declared War againft the

Eretrians and Themifon ; you afterwards preferved them. With

regard to numberlefs other Grecian States you have adled in the

fame Manner. For it is neceflary, either for a private Perfon, or

a Republic, to yield to the Force of ConjuncSlurcs, and manage

them to the beft Advantage. How ftiould an able Senator a6t ?

Should he not upon any imminent Occafton confult the Interefts

of his Country ? The malevolent Profecutor, what Language

fhall hefpeak? Shall he not conceal particular Conjundlures,

and accufe particular Circumftances of Condudl? How fhall

Vol. IL G g we
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we diftlnguiili the Man, who is by Nature a Betrayer? Is he

not diftinguifhable by abufing, as you have done, the Confi-

dence of thofc, who employ him, by writing Declamations for

them to be pronounced in our Courts of Judicature, and after-

wards taking a Bribe to expofe them to their Adverfaries? (52}

Thus you got Money for writing a Declamation for Phormio the

Banker, and you gave a Copy of it to Apollodorus, who had

indidled Phormio for a capital Crime. You entered into the

happy Dwelling of Ariflarchus, which you laid in Ruins. You

took ihree Talents ftom Ariftarchus before his Banifhment, and

afterwards plundered him of the Pittance he had provided to

fupport him in his Exile. Nor did you blufh at the Report^

that you pretended to be an Admirer of the young Man's

Beauty. Your Admiration was indeed pretended, for real

Love never admits of Villainy. Such is the Betrayer, and fucK

as thefe the Marks of his Charader.

But he fome where nientioned my military Expeditions, and

called me a moft accomplifhed Soldier, {^t,) Yet not in regard

to his Calumny, but in Coniideration of my prefent Danger, I

may be permitted to vindicate my Reputation as a Soldier^

without being expofed to any invidious Refledlions. For where,

or

(52) The Alteration of a Comma in Noi writing for Birey but betraying for a-

Stephans upon the Word ln(pi^u gives Bribe.

this Sentence a Meaning very different (53) Demofthenes, Page 52, calls him.

from that of our Editions. It is followed a marvellous fVarrior, Bxvixda-ios s-^ccn^

by this Tranflation. xdyoui w, rcc Si- uttj;.
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or when, or among whom, excepting this Day, fliall I ever

mention it? When I had pafled the Age of Boyhood, I was

two Years in Garrifon upon our Frontiers. I fhall produce the

young People of my own Rank, and who ferved in the fame

Station, as my Witnefles to the Fad:. In my firft Campaign I

was ftationed in that Body of Troops, which are refcrved at

Diftance from the Danger of Battle. (54) I marched under

the Command of Alcibiades with my Cotemporarics in the Ex-

pedition to Phlius, and in an Engagement at the Nemesan

Gulph I was honoured with the Approbation of my Generals for

my Behaviour. 1 ferved in all other Campaigns during my Youth,

and the Years of military fervice appointed by the Laws, ac-

cording to that regular Succeflion, by which our Citizens relieve

each other in the Courfe of a War. (55) In the Battle of

Mantinrea I behaved myfelf not diflionourably, nor in a Manner

unworthy of the Republic. I was a Soldier in the Eubacan Ex-

pedition, and in the Tamynean Engagement fo diftinguidied

G g 2 myfelf

(54) This Paflage, both with regard Diftance from Danger. From thence tlie

to the Difficulty, and the hiftorical im- Phrafe Iv toTi; f/ei^sTi militia in partibus.,

portance of it, well deferves a larger or as .^Elchines exprtfles ir, tjjV Iv rol'i

Explanation, than the Compafs of thefe
^^^^^^ KccX^yAvr^v ^dx^v, pugnam, qiur

Notes will allow.
j„ partibus duitur. The Years of mili-

The Athtnian Youth, at the Com-
^^^y ^^^,.^5^^ ^^om the Age of' eighteen

pletion of their eighteenth Year, took to that of fixty wercnumbered by annual

the military Oath, and for two Years Magiilrates called Eponymi, from whence

were appointed to guard the Frontiers j-j^g Kxpreffion of fcrving in Eponymis,

of Attica. During this Time they were q^ Eponymiana militia. Corsini.

called tte^/tto) 0., circuiores. They were ^,^) 'Y.y. tiixSc/ri',- Demoflhcnes ex-

afterwards enlilled among the regular plains this Fxprenion in the firft Phi-

Troops, but ftationed, in Time of Ac- lipp.c. Page 60 of the firft Volume,

lion, in fome Place of Safety, and at a ]_\p^Q r.
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myfelf even in a Body of Troops feledled from the reft of our

Army for their Courage, that I was crowned by our Generals in

the Field, and a fecond Time by the People, when I returned

to Athens. I made the Report of our Victory, and Temeni-

des, who commanded the Troops of the Pandionian Tribe,

and who came hither with me by Appointment of the General,

informed you in what Manner I had behaved myfelf in the

Battle. In Atteftation of thefe Fads, read the Decree, then

fummon Temenides and my Fellow-Soldiers, who joined with

me in fighting for the Republic. Summon Phocion, our Ge-

neral, not yet an Advocate in this Caufe, but liable to a Pro-

fecution, if he gives a falfe Evidence.

The Decree. The Testimony.

Since therefore I brought you the firft News of your Vidory,

and the happy Succefs of your Sons in Battle, let me implore

this firft Favour of you, the Prefervation of my Life; efpecially,

fince I am neither an Enemy to the popular Conftitution of my

Country, as my Accufer aflerts, but an Enemy to all bad Men,

nor would fuffer you to imitate the Anceftors of Demofthenes

(he has indeed no Anceftors) but would encourage you zealoufly

to emulate that Plan of Wifdom, which hath been glorious to

the Republic. I fhall now run over fome Inftanccs of this Wif-

dom, beginning with thofe of an earlier Date.

The Glory of the Athenian Republic arofe from the Sea-fight

at Salamis againft the Perfian, and although our Walls were

rafed
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rafed to the Ground by the Barbarians, yet as we were at Peace

with the Lacedaemonians our democratical Form of Govern-

ment ftill fubfifted. But when Tumults and Diflentions were

introduced amongft us by fome certain Perfons, we declared

War againft Lacedaemon, and after we had fuffered a thoufand

Calamities, and wrought as many to our Enemies, we con-

cluded a Truce of fifty Years under the Mediation of Cimon,

who had received all the public Rights of Holpitality among

the Lacedaemonians, and we enjoyed the good Effcds of it

thirteen Years. During this Time we fortified the Pyraeum,

raifed the northern Wall of the City, built an hundred Gallies

in addition to our Fleet, levied three hundred Horfe, took into

our Pay as many Scythian Archers, and ftill firmly maintained

our Democracy. But when Men, illiberally born, and licen-

tioufly profligate in their Morals, entered irregularly into the

Admin iftration, we again declared War againft the i^ginctes,

and after having fuftained no inconfiderable Diftrefi^s, we Ib-

licited a Peace, and having fent Andocides with an Embafiy

to the Lacedaemonians, we concluded one for thirty Years,

which wonderfully exalted our Republic. For we carried a

thoufand Talents in Money into the Citadel, equipped another

hundred Gallies, eredled Arfenals, levied twelve hundred Horfe

and as many Archers, built the long northern Wall, nor did

any Man attempt to deftroy our democratical Conftitution.

Again we were perfuadedto declare War in Favour of the Mc-

gareans, and after having abandoned the Territories of Attica

to
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to the Devaftations of the Enemy, and been defpoiled of many

valuable PoireHions, we fued for Peace, which was concluded

by Nicias. During this Time we carried into the Citadel feven

thoufand Talents, arifing from the Advantages of this Peace.

We now commanded not lefs than three hundred Gallies,

completely equipped ; our Revenues amounted annually to

more tlian twelve hundred Talents ; we held poflelTion of

Cherfonefus, Naxos, Euboea ; and fent abroad in this Period

many Colonies. PoffcfTed of fo many valuable Bleflings, we

were again hurried into a War againft the Lacedaemonians in

Favour of the Argives and by their Perfuafion, untill by the

Spirit of Contention among our Orators we were reduced to

receive a Garrifon into the City, and at firft four hundred, and

afterwards thirty impious Tyrants into the Government ; nei-

ther did we conclude a voluntary Peace, but were compelled

to accept one from our Conquerors. When we again grew

wifcr in our Adminiftration, and the People were returned from

their Exile in Phyle ; when Archinus and Thrafybulus flood

forth the Patrons of Liberty, and confirmed by an Oath a ge-

neral Amnefty, for which all Mankind agreed, that our

Republic had adled with the highefl Wifdom ; when the People

Vv^ere now infpircd with new Life, and refumed their ancient

Vigour, a Set of Men, fraudulently enrolled among our Citi-

zens, feduced the infirm and weaker Parts of the Republic to

their Fadion ; raifed War after War by their Errors in Politics

;

reprefented in their Speeches under the moft formidable Appear-

ances
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ances the Dangers, that threatened us during the Peace ; irri-

tated the Spirits of a People, fond of Glory, and apt to be

inflamed ; never in our Wars handled a Sword thcmfelves

;

were fevere Inquifitors into the Condudl of others ; prelided

over our naval Expeditions ; begot a fpurious Race of Children ;

rendered themfelves infamous by their Profecutions, and re-

duced the Republic even to the laiT: Danger. They fupported

the Name of a Democracy, not by their Manners, but by a

fervile Adulation to the People. They were Enemies to Peace,

by which a Democracy is preferved, and they united in the

Support of War, by which all democratical Governments are

ruined. Having now formed themfelves into one Body, they

advance hither againft me, and affirm that PhiUp purchafed

this Peace, and in the Articles of it poflefled himfclf of every

Advantage in it. Yet he himfelf hath violated this Peace,

thus greatly advantageous to him. (56) But they really do not

accufe me as an AmbaiTador, but as if I were a Surety for

Philip, and his Obfervance ot the Peace. Thus while I was

only Mafter of what was proper to be faid, they demand o£

me an Account of what was done, and although I am only a

tenth Ambaflador, yet I alone am obliged to give an Account

of my Embafly. But I have fliewn, that the very fame Man,

who

(^6) Our Critics treat this PalTage ridiculing the Abfurdity of his Adver-

with an Air of ironical Pleafantry, and faries. They have oljciled againft me,

then gravely propofe to alter the Text, that Philip hath gained every Advantage

jitij (rvfi(pe^iicrxv. Yet ^fchines himfelf ly this Peace, yet, Jirange indeed! be him-

betcer employs this ironical Pleafantry in Jelf hath violated this Peace.
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who now accufes me, formerly applauded me in his De-

crees. (57)

Now behold the Perfons, who come hither to join in their

Supplications to you for Mercy ; my Father, who implores you

not to deprive him of his Age's Hopes ; my Brothers, who

will not accept of Life, if divided from their Brother; my
Relations, thefe Infants too, though yet not fenlible of Danger,

but miferable indeed, if any Misfortune fliould happen to their

Father. For them I implore, for them I fupplicate your Care

and Protedtion. Do not deliver them to their Enemies ; to

this Wretch, who hath nothing of Man in his Compofltion,

with all the implacable Refentments of Woman. I here in-

voke the immortal Gods to preferve me, and make my next

Supplications to you, who are to pronounce the deciflve Sen*

tence in this Caufe, and before whom I have made my Defence,

as far as I have been able to remember, againft every fingle

Article of which I have been accufed. Let me implore your

Prote6lion. Do not deliver me into the Hands of this Scribler

of Declamations, this malignant Scythian. Whoever is a Fa-

ther among you, and loves his Sons ; whoever regards his

younger Brothers with Affedion, let him recoiled the ever-

memorable

(57) The learned Reader will forgive guage of the Paffions. Happy the Tranf-

the Tranfpafition of this Sentence. It lator, if he hath been able to preferve that

feemed neccflary to preferve that Method animated Diforder and Confiifion both of

and Connexion, which Reafoning and Sentiments and Expreffion, which we
Arguments demand. The Remainder feel lb powerfully in the Original.

of the Oration is in the Spirit and Lan-
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memorable Caufe I maintained in Defence of Innocence and

Virtue by the Profecution of Timarchus. With regard to all

others in this Audience, if I have lived among you with no

unchearful Afperity of Manners (I am by Birth a Plebeian, and

in my Fortune, like you, of moderate Circumftanccs) in our

political Contells if I alone never joined in Factions againfi:

your Interefts, I now implore you to acquit me. I have a6lcd

in my Embafly with the utmoft Sincerity of Affe6lion to the

Republic, and alone fuftained the tumultuous Violence of Ca-

lumniators, which many, who have been glorioully diftinguiflied

by their Victories in War, have not been able to fuftain. Nei-

ther is Death itfelf terrible, but Ignominy, at our laft Moments,

is indeed terrible. How miferable is it to behold the Face of

an infulting Enemy, and to hear, with our Ears, his Re-

proaches ? This however muft be endured ; my Life too is in

Danger. I was educated among you ; in your Amufements,

Studies, Exercifes, I have lived ; no Man was ever injured in

his domeftic Happinefs by the Licentioufnefs of my Pleafures,

or driven from his Country by any Profecution of mine in our

Inquifitions into the Freedom of our Citizens, or in danger of

his Life, when obliged to render an Account of his Condud:

in Employment. Permit me to mention fome few other Cir-

cumftances, and I defcend. For I had it indeed in my Pow-

er, (58) O Men of Athens, not to betray your Interefts, but

not

(58) A remarkable Inftance of that laft Senteno^, as, if he were calmly cn-

pafTionate Diforder, mentioned in the tering into fome new Matter •, but he

iaft Note. Our Orator appeared, by his Itarts away into his ufiial Invedives, and

Vol. II. H h begins
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not to be accufed was an A6t of Fortune, who hath allotted

for me to contend with a barbarian Calumniator, regardlefs of

the faCred Oblisations of Ambafladors to each other, their

Libations, and Entertainments. With Defign to terrify others,

who might hereafter contradict him, he comes forward againft

me with this Profecution and its Falfehoods. If however you

be willing to prefcrvc thofe, who contend for Peace and your

Security, the Republic lliall happily find numerous Defenders,

and ready with Chcarfulnefs to meet every Danger for her

Interefts.

Among our Citizens, moft eminent for their political Abi-

lities and their Virtue, I do implore Eubulus to be my Advo-

cate ; and Phocion, among all our Generals, moft diftinguifhed

at once for his Victories and his Integrity. Among my Ac-

quaintance, and the Companions of my Youth, I requeft the

fame Favour of Nauficles, and of all others, whofe Friendfhip

1 have enjoyed, and with whom I have purfued the fame ge-

neral Plan of Life. My Oration is now ended, and my Life

furrendered by me and by the Laws to your Determination.

begins his next Period, as if it were a have his Commentators taken Notice of

Conciufion drawn from ibmewhat he his Negled. One of his Editors very

had already faid. For, &c. '£yw y«f,
temperately begins a new Paragraph with

which Wolfius has not tranHated, nor thefe Words.

End of the OR ATI ON,
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The ARGUMENT.
IT was cuflomary among the Athenians to rewai-d the Merit of their

Citizens with Crowns of Olive, interwoven with Gold. Ctefiphon

had propofed a Decree in the Senate, that Demofthenes fhould be crowned

in the Theatre for his diftinguiflied Virtue, and eminent Services to the

Republic. iEfchines profecutes Ctefiphon for this Decree. He attempts

to prove it illegal in itfelf, and in all its Circumftances. It ex-

pofes thofe Honours to Contempt, which were originally defigned to

animate and reward the Virtue of their Citizens. It deceives the People,

whom it is highly criminal to deceive, when it propofes to crown De-

mofthenes for his perfonal Merit, or his public Services to the Common-
wealth. For Demofthenes is infamous in his private Charafter, and in

his public Adminiftration the Diftionour and Ruin of his Country.
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YOU certainly behold, Athenians, what Preparations are

formed; what Forces, drawn up in Order of Battle;

what earneft Solicitations are employed by certain Perfons in

this AfTembly, with Intention to deftroy the regular and cufto-

mary Proceedings of the Republic. As for myfelf, I appear

before you having placed my Confidence, firft, in the immortal

Gods ; next, in the Protection of the Laws and in your Inte-

grity; being fully perfuaded that no Fadlion can have an Influ-

ence over you more powerful, than our Laws and JufHce.

I COULD

Our Orator is by fome of his Critics

very rigoroufly condemned, and by others

very generoufly and zealoudy defended

with regard to this Exordium. He is

accufed of violating diat Temper and

Simplicity, generally acknowledged as

eflencial to the opening ot all Orations,

by a too vehement Pathetic, by figura-

tive Expreffions, and Images wholly lo-

reign to his Subjefl:. He is defended

by the Importance of a Trial, that miift

affetft his Liberty or Life ; by the Con-

fcioufnefs of his Innocence, and the juft

Indignation, with which it muft infpiie

him againft his Accul'er-, by the gieat

Example of Demofthenes, and !iis more

vehement Exordium in the next Oration.

6



238 ORATION OF ^SCHINES
- I COULD however vvifli, Athenians, that our Senate, and our

popular Aflcmblies, were regularly governed by their feveral

Prefidents ; that the Laws, which Solon enaded for the decent

Behaviour of our Orators, might recover their original Autho-

rity ; that a Privilege were granted, as the Laws ordain, to

the eldefl; Citizen, to advance with Modefly on the Tribunal^

and, without Confufion or Tumult, to propofe, according to

his Experience, fuch Counfel, as fhall be mofl falutary to the

Republic ; and that afterwards, whatever other Citizen thought

proper, might in his Rank of Seniority fuccefUvely declare his

Opinion upon every feparate Queftion in your Debates. Thus

alone, in my Judgement, fliall the Commonwealth be happily

governed, and thefe Impeachments become lefs frequent. But

lince thefe ancient Jnftitutions, univerfally acknowledged of

fuch Excellence, are at prefent abolifhed ; fince certain Perfons

wantonly propofe Opinions directly contrary to the Laws in

Being, and others, who never were regularly eledted to prefide

in the Senate, but had obtained their Seats by the Intereft of a

Faction, prefume to make fuch extraordinary Motions ; fince

every other Senator, although legally chofen to prefide, and with

Integrity declaring the Number of Votes in each Debate, is

threatened with Impeachments of high Treafon by a Party, who

prefume the Adminiftration is not oi common Right, but their

peculiar Prerogative; who have reduced our Plebeians to the

mofl: al)jc6l State of Slavery, and aflumed to themfelves an al-

moft arbitrary Power ; fince they have abfolutcly deftroyed the

legal
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legal Forms of our judicial Proceedings, and by temporary De-

crees determine all Caufcs, as they ^rc aduatcd by their

Paflions, that excellent and wifeft Proclamation in the Republic

is no longer heard, " What Citizen above fifty Years of Age

" propofes to harangue the People, and afterwards what other

'' Athenian in his Degree of Seniority ?" Indeed, neither the

Laws, the Magiftrates, nor the ruling Tribe, are any longer

able to reprefs the indecent Licentioufnefs of our Orators.

-^SiNCE, therefore, fuch is our Situation; fuch the prefent Cir-

cumftances of the Republic, as you yourfelves muft perceive,

the only furviving Part of our Conftitution (if haply I pofiefs

any Degree of Knowledge) confifts in preferring Articles of Im-

peachment againfl: the Violators of our Laws. If you abolifb

this Cuftom, or fufler others to abolifh it, I venture to foretell,

you will imperceptibly by fuch Conceflions betray the Confti-

tution to this ambitious Fadliony For you perfectly well under-

fland, Athenians, there are only three Forms of Government

amongft Mankind ; Monarchy, Oligarchy, and Democracy.

Monarchies and Oligarchies are governed according to the ar-

bitrary Pleafure of their Rulers ; but democratical States by

fixed and eftablifhed Laws. Let not any therefore among you

be ignorant ; let them rather know with utmoft Certainty, that

whenever he enters upon the Judgement-Seat to give Sentence

on an Impeachment for propofing any Laws in Oppofition to

thoie already enaded, he fhall that very Day pronounce upon

his
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his own proper Independence. For this Reafon, the Legiflator

placed this Article in the Beginning of tiie Judges Oath, I

WILL GIVE Sentence according to Law; being fully fen-

fible, that while the Laws are obferved with Reverence in any

Republic, fo long fliall a popular Government continue in

Safety. I While you recoUedl thefe Maxims, you ought to be-

hold with Deteftation and Abhorrence whoever propofes a

Decree fubverfive of your eflablifhed Laws, and not efteem a

Crime of this Nature trivial and inconfiderable, but in every

fingle Inftance moft atrocious. Of this your undoubted Right

let not any Man defpoil you ; neither the Patronage of your

Generals, who have long fince confpired with certain of your

Orators, and now ablblutely deftroy the Conftitution ; neither

the Supplications of Strangers, whom fome Perfons have intro-

duced into our Afiemblies, and by their Influence efcaped the

Punifhment due to their own illegal Adminiftration. But as

each of you would blufli to defert the Rank, in which he was

placed by his Commander in the Day of Battle, fo fhould you

blufh to defert that Station, in which you are this Day placed by

the Laws of your Country, the Guardians of her Liberty, (i)

^ You fhould alfo conftantly remember, that the whole Body

of your fellow-Citizens have this Day depolited in your Hands,

and

( I ) The Dignity and Beauty of this Jiis Audience, and at the fame Time a

Comparifon muft have been fenfibly felt fevere, though feemingly cafual, Reflex-

by a People, among whom every Citizen ion upon the Cowardice of Demofthenes

•was a Soldier. It is a noble Compliment in the Battle of Chasronea. This lafl

paid by the Orator to the Courage of Remark is due to Mr. Tourrcille,
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and committed to your Integrity the Republic and its Confti-

tution. ' Some of them are prefent and hear the pleadings in

this important Cauie ; others are abfent, neceffarily engaged

in their private Occupations. Infpired with a reverential Re-

gard for them ; attentive to your Oaths, and to the Laws,

which you have fworn to maintain, it I clearly convict Cte-

fiphon of having preferred a Decree directly oppoGte to thofe

Laws, to Truth, to the general Interefts of the Common-

wealth, annul, Athenians, this illegal Decree ; confirm to

Athens her Democracy ; punifli whoever during their Admini-

ftration, ad: in Contradiction to your Laws, the general Utility

of the Republic, and your peculiar Interefts. ' If you come

hither with this difpolition of Mind, and will hear the Reafon-

ings I fhall now produce, I am afTured, you will pronounce

a Sentence equitable in itfelf; rehgioully conformable to your

Oaths, and of fingular Advantage to yourfelves and to the

whole Republic.

I HOPE, therefore, that I have fufficiently opened the ge-

neral State of this Profecution. But I would \\ illingly make

fome fliort Remarks concerning the Laws enacted againft thofe,

who have not yet rendered an Account of their Condu6t in the

Offices, f with which they have been intrufted : thofe Laws, in

diredt Oppofition to which Ctefiphon hath preferred his De-

cree. (2) For, in thefe latter Times, fome of our Citizens,

who

(2) Whoever had born any public OfRce in the State was obliged to render

Vol. II. I i a
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v/ho were inverted with the moll: coniiderable Employments In

the State^ and managed the public Revenues, though guilty of

Peculation and Corruption in their feveral Offices, yet having

gained over to their Caufe fome powerful Orators both in the

Senate, and in our popular Aflemblies, have by Praifes and

Proclamations, iniquitoufly purchafed, prevented their ever

being compelled to render an Account of their Condudl. 1

From thence, when they have been called upon to pafs their

Accounts, their Profecutors, and efpecially their Judges, have

been extremely doubtful how to proceed ; fo that many of

them, although manifeftly convi6led of having embezzled the

public Money, yet eluded all judicial Inquiry. I Neither is this

extraordinary. For the Judges, I can well imagine, were not

infenfible of the Ignominy, that the very fame Man, in the fame

City, perhaps within the fame Year, but certainly not long

before, fhould by Proclamation amidft our public Games be

honoured by the People with a golden Crown for his Virtue

and Integrity, yet that this very Man fhould afterwards depart

from a Court of Juftice, convided of Peculation. The Judges

therefore

an Account of his Condu(ft in It to the He urges the Proofs of this Aflertion

People. Until he had difcharged him- with his utmoft Force ; he repeats and

lelf of this Obligation, he was incapable varies them with his befl. Art and Ad-

of alienating his Fortune when living, drefs ; he confiders them as the principal

or bequeathing it at his Death ; of being Strength of his Profecution. Yet the

adopted into any other Family, or of Part inoft interefting to the Orator, it is

leaving Athens, and, in particular regard confefTed, is leaft entertaining to his

to the prefent Caufe, of receiving any Readers. It will appear to an Englifla

public Honours, ^fchines alTerts, that Reader like the p'eading of a common

Demofthenes is in thefe Circumftanccs. Lawyer, quoting Statutes and Precedents.
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therefore were compelled to pronounce Sentence, not with Re-

gard to the Griminal, but to the Difhonour, which his being

condemned muft have refleded on the People.

f One of our Legiflators, therefore, obferving thefe Abufes,

enaded a Law, in itfelf really excellent, and which exprefsly

forbids our crowning any Perfon, who hath not paiTed his Ac-

counts. " Yet, however wifely provident our Legiilator, certain

fallacious Reafonings have been invented, which have affumed

a Power fuperior to the Authority of his Law, and by which,

ifyou be not rightly informed, you may be infenftbly deceived.

For fome, who contrary to Law propofe to crown the Magif-

trate, yet accountable for his Condudl, have a Kind of natural

Modefty (if he can poflibly be called Modeft, who violates the

Laws of his Country) and throw a Veil over the Turpitude of

their Defigns. They write in the Preamble of their Decrees,

Let fuch a Perfon be crowned, when he hath given in his Ac-

counts, and thofeAccounts have been approved." The Republic

is however equally injured, for by the Praifes and Crov.'ns thus

irregularly decreed, all future Inquiries are precluded; while he,

who prefers the Decree, convinces his Audience, that he violates

indeed the Laws of his Gountry, yet blufhes for the Crime he

commits. But Ctefiphon, O Athenians, having notorioufly

tranfgreffed an eftablifhed Law, and even omitted that plaufible

Evafion, I have juft now mentioned, hath propofed to crown

Demoflhenes, before his giving in his Accounts ; before thofe

I i 2 Accounts

(C
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Accounts have been examined j and even while he ftill continues

in his Office.!

They u^ill offer, Athenians, another Manner of reafoning^

fomewhat different from that already mentioned ;
I that w^hoever

is created by the Decree of any particular Tribe, is not proper-

ly a Magiftrate, but fimply executes fome certain Office and

Employment. For Magiftracies, they afTert, are what the

ThefmothetJE diftribute by Lot in the Temple of Thefeus, or

thofe, which the People have been accuftomed to decree at a

general Election ; fuch as the Command of your Infantry and

Cavalry,! with others of the fame Nature ; but that all the reft

are meerly Employments, appointed by Decree of fome partis

cular Tribe. i In Oppofftion to thefe Arguments I fhall produce

a Law, which you yourfelves enafted, imagining it would ef-

fedlually obviate fuch Pretexts. It is there exprefsly written,

" all thofe Employments are ftridlly Magiftracies, that are con-

" ferred by a Decree of the People." I When the Legiffator

hath included them under one general Term, and declared,

that all Offices, conferred by the Suffrages of the People, are

properly Magiftracies, he then particularly mentions the Sur-

veyors of the public Works (Demofthenes is even now appoint-

ed to repair our Walls, and overfee the moft important of our

public Works) all, who execute any Office more than thirty

Days ; all, who prclide in any Courts of Judicature (but all

Surveyors cf the public Works really have their Courts of Ju-

dicature,
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dicature, in which they prefide) 'What does he command

them to do ? Not to adminifter an Office, but execute a Ma-

giftracy, when they have been approved of in the proper

Courts ; for even they, who are eledled by Lot, cannot enter

upon their Employments, untill they have been regularly ap-

proved. (3) He commands them to pafs their Accounts

before the proper Officers. In Proof of what I affert, the

Secretary fliall read the Laws themfelves./''^

The Laws.

SiNCE therefore, Athenians, what the Legiflator names

Magifh-acies, thefe People call Offices and Employments, it

is your Buiinefs to remember this Law ; to fet it in Oppoiition

to their frontlefs Aflurance, and to fuggefl: to them, that you

approve not of that pernicious Sophift, who is confident he

fhall with Words overturn your Conftitution ; but that in

Proportion, as he fpeaks with greater Eloquence, when he

propofes a Decree, which violates your Laws, fo fhall he feel

your feverer Indignation.l For the Orator, O Athenians, and

the Law fhould neceffarily fpeak the fame Sentiments ; but

when the Laws utter one Language, and the Orator anpther,

it is your Duty to give your afient rather to the Juftice of the

Law, than to the Confidence of the Orator. '

With

(3) "Whoever accepted any OiHce in private Charader, he was not fuppofed

the State was obligeci to pafs an Exa- capable of acling with Probity or Re-
mination of his Life and Manners. If putation in the Affairs of the Public.

he was found vicious or fcandalous in his
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With regard to what Demofthenes calls an invincible Ar-

gument, I would willingly premife fome fhort Remarks. He
will argue thus j "I am appointed to rebuild our Walls.

" I acknowledge it. But I have liberally given to the Re-

*' public an hundred Min^, and the Work hath been execu-

" ted by my Care with greater Dignity. For what therefore

" am I accountable, unlefs we muft account for our voluntary

" Bounty ?" To this fallacious Reafoning hear me anfwer

with Juflice to Him, and Advantage to You. In this City,

thus ancient, thus powerful, among the Numbers who have

engaged in the Service of the Public, in whatever Kind

of Employment, there never was a iingle Perfon exempted

from the Obligation of rendering his Accounts. This I fhall

demonftrate in Inflances almoft incredible. The Law com-

mands our Priefls and Prieftefies, both colledlively for their

Societies, and feparately for themfelves, to be accountable, al-

though they receive no pecuniary Reward, but Plonour only

for offering up their Prayers to the Gods for your Welfare.

Nor private Perfons alone, but Families, fupported by the

Public, fuch as the Eumolpids and Ceryces and all others of

this Kind, are fubjeded to this Inquiry. Thus the Law obli-

ges even thofc, who have fitted out Gallies at their own Ex-

pence, to pafs their Accounts ; who never touched the public

Money, < nor after having rapaciouily plundered your Revenues,

and then paid back fome inconfiderable Part of ir, profefs

they have liberally contributed out of their private Fortunes,

when
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\\hen they mcerly reftore fome little Portion of your own

Treafures ; «but even they, who have confefTedly expended their

paternal Eftates to demonftrate their Zeal and Ambition to ferve

you ; nor they alone, but even the higheft Councils of the

Republic, fubmit themfelves to the Infpedtion of the Courts,

appointed to receive their Accounts.' For the Law commands

the Senate held in the Areopagus to render in writing to the

proper Officers a general Account of their Conduct, and to

give in their Accounts of Money received or expended ; and

even this fupreme Court fubmits to your Judgement its graved

and mod: important Deciiions. " Shall not the Senate then of

*' the Areopagus be crowned ?" It is not agreeable to their In-

ftitution. *' Are they not animated with the love of Glory?"

So entirely, as not to be fatisfied, that none of their own Bo-

dy commits any flagrant Offence, but they punifli the moft

inconfiderable Errors with Severity. Yet thefe your Orators

exult in their Licentioufnefs.

• TAgain, the Legiflator hath made the Council of five hund-

red accountable, and fo vehemently does he fufped the Perlbn,

v/ho hath not pafled his Accounts, that in the very Beginning

of the Law he declares, whoever is yet accountable for his Ma-

giftracy, (thefe are his Words) let him not leave the City. /
" In

" the Name of Hercules (^thus might any one exclaim) bccaufe

" I have been a Magiftrate, fh:-!! I not leave the City ?" No

;

to prevent your flying from Juflice, after liaving embezzled

5 our
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our Treafures, or been guilty of Irregularities in your OiEce.

Again. He forbids the Perfon, who ftands accountable, to'

confecrate his Wealth to the Gods ; to fufpend any votive Or-

naments in their Temples ; to alienate his Fortune by being a-

dopted into any other Family ; or to bequeath his PofTeffions

by Will, with many other fuch Inftances. In a Word, the

Legislator feizes the Property of all thefe Perfons, as a Pledge

and Security, untill they have given in their Accounts to the Re-

public.! " Acknowledged. But there are fome perhaps, who

" never received, nor ever expended, any of the public Mo-

" ney, butmeerly executed fome common Office in the State."

Even this Man, the Legiflator obliges to bring in his Accounts

to the Clerks of the Treafury. i

" But how is it poiTible, that

" a Man, who has neither received, nor expended any fuch

*' Money, fliall bring in an Account of it ?" The Law itfelf an-

fwers, and informs him, what he ought to write; " I have

*' neither received, nor expended any fums belonging to the Re-

** public." For in this Republic there is not any Employment,

that is not liable to the ftridlefl: Examination and Inquiry. In

Proof of thefe Affertions, hear the Laws themfelves.

The Laws.

When Demoflhenes therefore fhall be moft confident, and

declare, he is not accountable for his Liberality, make him this

Reply ; " you ought however, Demoflhenes, to permit the

" Crier, employed by the Tribunal of Accounts, to publifh the

" Pro-
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" Proclamation, derived to us from our Anceftors, and fup-

" ported by our Laws; Who will accuse? Permit our

" Citizens, whoever pleafes, to make it Matter of Doubt,

" whether you have really given thus liberally, or of the nu-

** merous Sums, ftill in your Hands for repairing the Walls,

*' whether you have expended but a very inconfiderable Part,

" although you received ten Talents for that Purpofe. Do not

" extort from us this Glory of being liberal ; tear not, from the

" Hands of your Judges, thofe Tablets, by which they fliall

*' pronounce your Sentence; nor prefume to dire6l, but be

*• content as a Citizen to follow the Laws ; for luch Condudt

" only can fupport a democratical State,"'

In Anfwer to the weak Praetexts therefore, which they will

hereafter urge, I have hitherto fpoken. But that Demofthenes,

when Ctefiphon preferred this Decree, was really accountable,

as a Magiftrate preliding over the Funds belonging to the The-

atre, and thofe deftined for repairing our Walls ; and that he

hath never given you an Account of his Condudt, or of the

Money committed to his Care in either of thefe Employments,

I fliall now endeavour to convince you by the public Records.

Read therefore under whofe Archonfliip, in vvliat Month, what

Day, and what Affembly, Demofthenes was eled:ed into the

Management jaf the theatrical Funds, from whence it will

appear, that Ctefiphon preferred a Decree to crown him, when

only half his Magiftracy was expired. ( Read.

Vol. ir. K k Com-
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Computation of Days.

Should I therefore urge no farther Proof, Ctefiphon would

be with Juftice condemned ; for not my Accufation condemns

him, but the pubHc Records. Formerly, O Athenians, a

Comptroller was appointed, who laid before the People, every

thirty-five Days, an Account of the public Revenues. But

from the Confidence you placed in Eubulus, they, who were

eledled to fuperintend your theatrical Funds, held at once,

untill Hegemon's Law, the different Employments of Comp-

trollers, Receivers-General, Surveyors of the Marine, Infpedors

of our Arfenals, and Overfeers of the High-Ways ; indeed al-

moft all the great Offices of the Adminifl:ration. Neither do

I purpofe to accufe, or refled any Difhonour upon them, but

I would willingly demonftrate to you, that our Legiflator, if

the Citizen, who holds any one even the leaft confidcrable

Employment, fhall be accountable, certainly permits not his

being crowned, before he hath given in, and proved his Ac-

counts. Yet Ctefiphon hath not hefitated to decree a Crown

to Demoflhenes, who executed at once all the principal Ma-

siftracies in Athens, t^

That he was really Superintendant for repairing our Walls, when

Ctefiphon preferred this Decree ; that he had the Management

of the public Revenues ; impofed Fines, like other Magiftrates

;

exercifed a judicial Power of determining Caufes ; of all thefe

Affertions I fhall produce Demoflhenes himfelf and Ctefiphon

3 as
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as Witneflcs. For when Chaeirondas was Archon, Dcinofthc-

nes, in an AfTembly held the twenty-ninth of May, preferred

a Decree, that all the Tribes fhould aflemble the fecond and

third of June. ' He then ordered, that certain Perfons fhould

be eledled for Infpedion of the Walls, and the Diftribution of

the Revenues. A truly excellent Decree, by which the

Republic might have Perfons, from whom it might re-

ceive an Account of whatever Money was expended.l Read

the Decrees.

The Decrees.

^
Yet Demofthenes will perplex the Queftion, and immediately

reply, that neither by Lot, nor by Eledion of the People,

was he appointed Overfeer of the Walls.' Upon this Subjedl

both Ctefiphon and Demofthenes will make their very copious

Orations. Mine (hall be fhort, and clear, and able inftantly

to expofe all their Fallacies. Yet I would firft mention fome

Particulars, neceflary for your Inftrudion. There are, Athe-

nians, three Kinds of Magiftracies in our Republic. The firft,

which is univerfally known, includes thofe, who are chofen by

Lot, or elected by the Suffrages of the People : the fecond,

who exercifc any Employment in the Commonwealth, more

than thirty Days, and particularly thole, who arc Superinten-

dants of any public Works. The third is exprcfsly written in

the Law itfelf : " And if any others, elccled by the People,

*' receive a judicial Power in any of our Courts, let thcni enter

K k 2 ''' upon
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" upon their Magiflracy, when they have been approved of by

" a leo-al Examination into their Lives and Manners." ' If we

therefore take away from this Number, thofe who are appointed

by Eleftion, and by Lot, it then remains, that they, whom

either a whole Tribe, or a third of it, or the Boroughs of At-

tica choofc out of their own Body to expend the pubHc Money,

muft be acknowledged Magiftrates, duly eleded. This hap-

pens, whenever, as in the prefent Inftance, any public Work

is decreed to the Tribes, whether to compleat your Intrench-

ments, or build your Gallies. That I afiert the Truth, you

fhall be informed by the Laws themfclves.

The Laws.

" You remember what I have already urged, that the Legiila-

tor commands thofe, who have been ele6led by their Tribes, ta

enter upon their Magiftracy, when they have pafTed the judicial

Examination with Regard to their Reputation. I But the Pan-

dionian Tribe declared Demofthenes a Magiftrate and Super-

intendant of our Walls, and he received, out of the Funds

afTigned for repairing them, little lefs than ten Talents. Yet

another Law exprefsly forbids any Magiftrate, who hath not

given in his Accounts, to be crowned ; ^ You have fworn to

pronounce Sentence according to the Laws : Ctefiphon hath

propofed to crown a Man yet accountable, and even without

adding, " after he ftiall have given in, and proved his Ac-

counts." '

Thus
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Thus have I clearly proved the Illegality of this Decree, and

at once produced the Laws, your own Decrees, and even my

Adverfaries as my Witnefies. How can any Man more clearly

demonftrate, that another hath preferred Decrees moft ^directly

contrary to Law ? But I fhall now convince you, that the Procla-

mation of this Crown is abfolutely illegal. For the Law

exprefsly commands, '' if theScnate decrees a Crown, it fhall be

" proclaimed in the Senate-Houfe ; if the People, in their own

'* AfTembly. ^ever in any other Place." ' Read the Law.

The Law.

This Law, Athenians, is really excellent. For, in my

Judgement, the Legiflator did not imagine it neceflary, that

an Orator fhould make himfelf honoured by Strangers, but

content himfelf with being efteemed in his own Republic by

the People, and not make a Trade of publifhing thefe Pro-

clamations. (4) Thus the Legiflator ; but Ctefiphon, how does

he a(5l ? Read his Decree»

The Decree.

You hear, Athenians, that the Author of the Law com-

mands, whoever is crowned by a Decree of the People, (hall

be proclaimed in their own AlTembly, nor in any other Place.

But

(4) [A,7j lpyoXx^£~v IvroTi K'Tigwy^ccG'tv. tega de i handi. Italian Ttanslator.

Qiiasftum exercere in pronunciandis pras- Non briguer des proclamations par des

niiis, hoc eft, in perferendis promulga- veucs d'un indigne interell. Toub.-

tionibus. Bud.-eus. E non faccia iot- Reil-
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But Ctefiphon proclaimed it in the Theatre, not only tranfgref-

ing the Laws by decreeing the Crown, but by changing the

Place of proclaiming it : not in full Affembly of the Athenian

People, but where our new Tragedians are adling; (5) not be-

fore the People, but before the Grecians in general, that they

may be equally confcious, as we are, upon what Kind of Man

we confer the Honours of the Republic.
|

Having therefore preferred a Decree thus manifeftly illegal,

he will join his Forces, as if in Battle Array, with thofe of

Demofthenes, and form his Fallacies againft the Law, he has

violated. Thefe I fliall clearly lay open, and I now foretell

them, that you may not incautioufly be deceived by them.

That the Laws forbid the Perfon, whom the People have

decreed to crown, to be proclaimed in any other than in their

own Affembly, neither Ctefiphon, nor Demofthenes have it

in their Power to deny. But in their Defence, they will cite

a Law, that concerns only your Bacchanalian Feftivals ; they

will cite it partially, to impofe upon their Audience ; they will

produce a Law totally foreign to the prefent Indidment , they

will affert, that there are two Laws, with regard to Procla-

mations, of equal Force in the Republic. One of thefe I have

quoted, exprefsly forbidding the Perfon, who is honoured with

a Crown

(5) rpuyuSuv y.anZv. The Italian fignifies in itfelf, fahulas agere. Who
and French Tranflatois render the Words, thefe new Tragedians were, or what new

new Tragedies; certainly againft their Tragedies they might have afted, is

ftria: Meaning, Befides oiyuni^i<T^oc^, equally unknown.
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a Crown by the People, to be proclaimed out of their own

Aflemblies. The other, they will affirm in dire6t Contra-

didion grants a Power of proclaiming the Crown in the Theatre,

during the Reprefentation of our Tragedies, If the People

approve/ According to this Law, they will conclude, that

Ctefiphon preferred his Decree.

In Oppofition to thefe Subtleties I fhall produce your Laws,-

which I have endeavoured to make my great Patrons and Ad-

vocates through this whole Profecution. For if it indeed be

true ; if fuch a Cuftom hath infinuated itfelf into your Confti-

tution, that obfolete Laws are to be reckoned among thofe in

full Force ; if ever two fhall meet diredly contradiding each

other in the very fame Caufe, by what Name (hall we call that

Government, in which the Laws command and forbid the very

fame Adions ? But not fuch our prefent Situation ; and may

you never hereafter fall into fuch Confufion. Nor was this

Care negledied by the Legiflator, who founded our Democracy ;:

for he hath exprefsly appointed certain Confervators of our Laws

to revife and corred them every Year in public Aflembly ; ac-

curately to examine, and attentively confider, whether any

one Law contradidls another ; whether the obfolete are retained

among thofe in Force, and whether there be more than one

upon the fame Subjed. If they find any fuch, he commands,

that they fliall be written upon Tables, and placed in public:

View before the Statues of our guardian Heroes ; that the

proper
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proper Magillrates lliould convoke an Affembly, and after having

infcribed upon each Law the Name of the Perfon, who had

propofed It, the Prefident of the Affembly fhall grant to

the People a Power of voting, which they will annul, which

they will retain, that there may be only one Law, no more,

upon every fmgle Fadl. ^ Now read the Laws.

The Laws.

If therefore, Athenians, their Afiertions were true ; if there

were indeed any two Laws in Force with regard to thefe Pro-

clamations, of NeceiTity, I prefume, when the Magiftrates had

found, and the Senators of the prefiding Tribe had prefented them

to the proper Officers, one of them had certainly been repealed

;

cither that which granted, or that which denied a Power to

proclaim. But fince nothing of this Kind was ever done,

both Ctefiphon and Demofthenes are manifeftly convided of

uttering not Falfehoods only, but even abfolute ImpoflibiHties.

I SHALL inform you, from what Source they have derived

thefe Falfehoods, when I have mentioned for what Reafons the

Laws concerning Proclamations in the Theatre were enaded.

When Tragedies have been reprefented in this City, fome

certain Perfons proclaimed, without having obtained the Con-

fent of the People, that they were crowned by their own Tribes,

or by their Boroughs; others corrupted the Herald to proclaim,

that they generoufly fet their Slaves at Liberty, and thus they

called
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called upon the Grecians to be Witncffes of their Gcncrofity.

Yet flill more provoking and odious, they, who were appointed

to receive and entertain Foreigners at the pubHc Expence, con-

trived to have it proclaimed, that the People, for Inftance oi

Rhodes or Chios, or any other City, had crowned them for

their Virtue and Magnanimity. (6) Nor did they a6l in this

Manner, as if they were crowned by your Senate, or by your

People ; as if they had perfuaded you to confent, or were fup-

ported by your Decrees, or had laid fome mighty Obligation

upon you, but they feized upon the Crown without afking or

obtaining your Approbation. ' Hence it hath happened, that

the Spectators, the Directors of the Sports, and the Adors

were often difturbed, while they, who were proclaimed in the

Theatre, were far more gloriouily diftinguiflied, than they,

whom you yourfelves crowned. Thefe laft had only one par-

ticular Place, the general Affcmbly, in which they muft necef-

farily receive this Honour ; the others were proclaimed in openView

of all Greece. Thefe adled under Sandlion of your Decree, and by

your Confent ; the others without any Authority. Confcious

Vol. H. LI of

(6) U^olmxi; nvh sy^Jj^evo/ \v roug milufing their Employments, and the

e|^- TToAs^;. The Words, in their firfl: Funds appointed for the Entertainment

natural Conftrudion, feem to mean, of Strangers, to influence thofe Strangers

^hg, -^ho had been hofpitably received in ^° decree tliem a Crown of Vn-tuc and

foreign Cities, and in this Manner are Magnanimity.» In fupport of this Rea-

they rendered by all our Interpreters, ^ning^ we have the great Authority of

The Senfe however leads us to a very Budsus upon the Word Tr^o^im; fie

different, indeed oppofite, Meaning. The cnim dicebantur, quibus publice hoc

^rime ofthefe People, foftrongly marked, munus delegarum erat, ut legates civi-

iTTiipBcvt^TKTov, iHvidiof!,lf,mum, was their tatum honoris caufa hofpitio fufcipeccnr.
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of thefe Irregularities, one of your Legiflators enaded a Law,

wliich has nothing in common with that, relating to Perfons

crowned by you, neither does it abrogate that Law, (for not

your Affembly was difturbed, but the Theatre) nor propofes

any thing in Oppofition to others formerly eftablifhed (for this

could never be permitted) but regards only thofe, who without

your Decree were crowned by their own Tribes and Boroughs

;

thofe, who had made their Slaves free ; or thofe, who were

honoured with Crowns granted by Foreigners. I He therefore

exprefsly forbids, either that a Slave fhall be made free in the

Theatre, or that any Perfon fhould be proclaimed to be crowned

by the People of his own Tribe, or Borough, or by any others,

and then orders, that the Herald who violates this Law, fhali

be ftigmatized with Infamy*

Since he therefore precilely appoints the Senate-Houfe for

proclaiming thofe, who are crowned by the Senate, and for

thofe, who are crowned by the People, their own Affembly

;

lince he hath abfolutely forbidden thofe, who are crov/ned by

their own Boroughs and Tribes, to be proclaimed in the The-

atre during the Reprefentation of our Tragedies, left any one,

by obtaining Crowns, and Proclamations by private Interefts

and Friendfhips, fhould obtain the unmerited Glory of having

ferved his Country : fince he declares, that the Crowns con-

ferred by the Senate and the People, the Tribes and Boroughs

Ihall be proclaimed in the Senate-Houfe or Affembly, what

then
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then remains, except that the Crowns conferred by Foreigners

can alone be legally proclaimed in the Theatre ? ' In Proof of

this Reafoning, I fhall produce to you one powerful Argument

from the Laws themfclves. They take away the golden

Crown, proclaimed in our Theatre, from the Perfon to whom

it was given ; and command it to be confecrated to Minerva.

Yet who fhall dare to condemn the People of Athens of an

Aclion thus ilUberal ? For not the Republic only, but even no

private Athenian could be fo degenerate, as in the fame Mo-

ment to proclaim, and take away, and confecrate that very

Crown, which he himfelf had beftowcd. But, in my Opinion,

this Confecration arifes from its being conferred by Foreigners

;

left a Citizen of Athens more highly valuing the Affedion of

Strangers, than that of his own Coimtry, may be corrupted in

his Principles. But the Crown, which hath been proclaimed in

full Aflembly of the People, is never confecrated. It is per-

mitted to be pollefled by him, to whom it was given, that not

he alone, but all his Poflerity, preferving in their Houfes this

glorious Monument, may never entertain a Thought injurious

to this Republic. Thus the Legiflator hath added ;
" no fo-

" reign Crown Hiall be proclaimed in the Theatre, except the

" People fliall confirm it by Decree," that whatever State

fhall have an Inclination to crown a Citizen of Athens may be

obliged to fend Ambafladors to folicite the Permiflion of our

People ; and that whoever is thus proclaimed may be confcious

of a greater Obligation to you, for the Crown he receives, than

L 1 2 to
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to thofe, who crown him, becaufe you permitted the Procla-

mation. ' To evince this Truth, hear the Laws themfelves.

The Laws.

When therefore, with an Intention of deceiving you, they

fliall affirm, that it is written in the Law, " Let it be permit-

ted to crown in the Theatre if the People (hall decree," re-

member to anfwer them. Yes, if any other City crown you;

but if the People of Athens, the Place is then pointed out to

you, where the Ceremony muft be performed J It is abfolutely

forbidden to proclaim you out of the general Aflembly. For

by this Expreflion, *' Not in any other Place," talk the whole

Day to explain it, you fhall never clearly fhew, that you have

preferred a legal Decree.

There yet remains one Part of my Accufatlon, to which I

am particularly attentive ; the Pretext, upon which Ctefiphon

fuppofes Demofthenes worthy of being crowned. ^ For thus he

fpeaks in his Decree, ** And the Herald fnall proclaim in the

" Theatre in Prefence of all the Grecians, that the People of

** Athens crown Demofthenes for his Virtue and Fortitude,

" and" (what is moft extraordinary) '* becaufe he conftantly

*' purfues in all his Words and Adions the Welfare of the Re-

" public." The Remainder of my Difcourfe will be to me

extremely fimple. and to you moft eafy to form your Judge-

ment upon it.
I
My Duty as an Accufer obliges me to inform

you,
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you, that the Praifes given to Demofthenes are abfolutely falfe ;

that he never propofed the moft falutary Counfels, nor at

prefent perfeveres in his Adlions to promote the Welfare of the

RepubHc. I If I clearly prove this Aliertion, Ctefiphon fhall

juftly be convi£led upon this Article, for all our Laws forbid

us to infert a Falfehood in any public Decrees. Ctefiphon in

his Defence muft maniteftly prove the contrary. You fhall

be Judges of our Reafonings. Behold the Caufe therefore

fairly ftatcd.

Minutely to inquire into the Life of Demofthenes, would

be the Work, I imagine, of a very long Oration. But where-

fore fhould I mention, either what befell him, when ne cited

his Coufin-German Democles before the Areopagus, upon an

Adion of Battery for Wounds he had given himfelf ;' or when

he received Cephifodotus, General of the Expedition to the

Hellefpont, on board the Galley he commanded, and although

lie had eaten with him at the fame Table, performed the fame

Sacrifices, the fame Libations, (Honours which the General

conferred upon him becaufe he had a Friendfliip for his Father)

yet he hefitated not to become his Accufer in an Indidment for

a capital Crime ? Wherefore mention the Affair between him,

and Midias, and the Buffetings he received in the Orcheftrn,

when he was Superintendant of the public Games ? Or how

he fold for thirty Minas at once the Affront itfelf, and the

Judgement of the People, who had by Decree condemned Mi-

dias

b
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dias in the Temple of Bacchus ? Thefe, and many other In-

flances Hke thefc, in mv own Opinion, I may pafs over in Si-

lence without either betraying your Interefls in the Caufe, or

making any Conceflions in the Dispute to gratify my Adrerfa-

ries, but mcerly apprehenfive of your objedling, that I aflert

Truths indeed, but Truths obfolete, and generally acknow-

ledged. The Man therefore, O Ctefiphon, whofe enormous

Turpitude is fo notorious, fo univerfally believed, that his

Profecutor is not apprehenfive of appearing to urge a Falfehood

againft him, but of feeming to impofe upon his Audience with

Truth of ancient Date repeatedly acknowledged, whether ought

he to be crowned with a golden Crown, or ftigmatized with In-

famy? I Or you, who impudently dare to write in your Decree

things equally falfe, as illegal, whether ought you to treat with

Contempt the Juftice of your Country, or fuffer that Punifli-

ment, which the Vengeance of the Republic demands ?'

Of his public Crimes, I fliall endeavour to fpeak more clearly,

for I hear, when Leave is given to him and Ctefiphon to reply,

he will compute, that tlxere were four particular Periods of

much Importance to the Commonwealth during his Adminif-

tration. As one of thcfe, and indeed the principal, fo I am

informed, he reckons the Time, when we entered into a War

again ft Philip for the Prefcrvation of Amphipolis. This Period

he concludes with the Treaty and Alliance, which Philocra;:es,

and he ratified by their Decrees, as I fhall demonftrate. The

fecond

1
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iecond he dates from the Time, when wq enjoyed a general

Peace, even to the very Day, in which this Orator himfelf vio-

lated that Peace, and decreed a War. The tliird, while we

maintained that War, until! the Misfortune at Cheronsa. The

fourth, is the prefent Time. Having divided them in this

Manner, he propofes, as I am informed, to call me, and afk,

upon which of thefe, his four Periods, I accufe him, or at

what Time, during his Adminiftration, I aflert his having adcd

contrary to the Interefts of the Republic. If Irefufe to anfvver>

or hide my Head with fhame, or defert the Caufe like a

Coward, He threatens to lay me open to public View; to drag

me to the Tribunal, and compel me to anfvver. That he may

not therefore triumph in his Strength ; that you may be previ-

oully acquainted with his Defigns; that I may anfwer you,

Demofthenes, before our common Judges, in Prelence of our

Fellow-Citizens, who ftand round the Tribunal, and of the

Grecians, who are anxious to hear this Trial (for I behold them

in no inconfiderable Numbers; indeed far greater than in

the Memory of Man were ever alTembled at a public Trial)

I anfwer, that I accufe you upon all the four Periods, into

which you divide your Adminiftration : and if it be the good

Pleafure of the Gods ; if our Judges hear us impartially, and

I can recollcdl the Crimes, I am confcious you have committed,

I am wholly confident, I fliall convince our Judges, that the

immortal Gods, and the Magiftrates, who directed your Affairs

with a milder Spirit, and more temperately, were the Prefervcrs
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of the Republic, and that Demofthcnes hath been the fole

Author of all our Misfortunes. I fliall preferve the fame

regular Plan of Difcourfe, which, I am informed, he defigns

to ufe. I fliall begin with his firfl Period ; then fpeak to the

fecond and third in their proper Order, and end with the pre-

fent Situation of our Affairs.

I RETURN therefore to that Peace, which you, Demofthc-

nes and Philocrates, decreed. It was in your Power, Athe-

nians, to have concluded it with the general Confent of all

Greece, if certain Perfons had permitted you to wait for the

Return of the EmbafTies, you fent at that important Conjunc-

ture to the Grecian States to invite them to alTift at the Council

aflembled to deliberate upon declaring War againft Philip ; and

in Procefs of Time, you might have recovered the Sovereignty

of Greece by the univerfal Confent of the Grecians. Of all thefe

Advantages you are deprived by Demofthcnes and Philocrates,

who confpiring againft the Republic have engaged in Practices

moft fordidly corrupt. Yet if any among you, when he hears

this unexpeded Aftertion ,fhould think it incredible, let him give

fuch Attention to the Remainder of this Oration, as when we

fit down upon an Account of Money long ftnce expended.

For we fometimes come hither with very falfe Impreftions, yet

when the Account hath been in every Article regularly ftated,

no Man can be fo perverfe and obftinate of Spirit, as not to

depart acknowledging and aflenting to the Truth, which the

Account
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Account itfclf demonflrates. Give me therefore fuch equitable

hearing, and if any of you come hither long fince prepoffcffed

with an Opinion, that Dcmofthenes never pleaded, in Collulion

with Philocrates, in Favour of Philip ; if any ofyoubethus

perfuaded, let him neither acquit, nor condemn, before he

hears the Proofs U he will otherwife be mofl: unjuft. But if

you give me your Attention, while T briefly recolle6l thefc Pe-

riods ; while I produce the Decree, that Demofthenes and

Philocrates preferred; if the very Calculation of Truth itfelf

fhall convidl Demofthenes of having with Philocrates propofed

more than one Decree in Favour of that former Peace and Al-

liance ; of having: even to a fhamelefs Excefs of Adulation

flattered Philip, and his Ambafladors, nor waited for the Re-

turn of the Embaflies you had fent to animate the Grecians to

engage in a Confederacy againft him; of being the fole Caufe,

that the People of Athens ratified a feparate Peace with Philip,

without the Concurrence of the general Council of Greece; of

having rendered Cherfobleptes, King of Thrace, a Confederate

and Ally to this Republic, a Tributary to Philip ; if I mani-

feflly demonflrate all thefe Articles, I fhall implore you to grant

me one very reafonabie Requeft. Acknowledge, in the Name

of the immortal Gods, that he hath acred neither honourably,

nor advantageoufly for the Republic, during this firft Period.

I fhall begin from whence you may follow me with greatefl: Eafe

and Certainty.

Vol. II. M m Phi-
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Philocrates preferred a Decree, that Philip might be

permitted to fend Heralds and AmbalTadors hither to nego-

tiate an Alliance, offenfive and defenfive. This Decree

was oppofed as contrary to Law. The Day of Trial came ;..

Lycinus, who laid the Indidment, entered upon the Profe-

cution. Philocrates made his Defence ;. Demofthenes fupported

him, and Pliilocrates was acquitted. The following Year The-

miftocks is made Archon. I^hen enters the Senator Demoft-

henes into the Senate-Houfe, neither chofen by Lot in his owa

Riorht, nor appointed to fucceed upon a Vacancy either by

Death or Mifcondud: of any of the Senators, but getting a Seat

by Bribery and Intrigue, with an Intention upon all Occafions

both of fpeaking and adling in fupport of Philocrates ; as the

Event itfelf hath demonftrated. I For Philocrates violently

carried another Decree, in which he commanded, that ten'

AmbafTadors fliould be chofen, who fhall folicite Philip to fend'

his Plenepotentiaries hither to negotiate a Peace. One of thefe

was Demofthenes, who returning from Macedonia, pronounced

a Panegyric on the Peace, and made the very fame Reports,

as his Colleagues, of their Negotiations. Yet he alone of all

our Senators propofed a Decree, for concluding a Peace with

the Herald and AmbafTadors of Philip, in perfedl Conformity

with the Decrees of Philocrates. He gave Philip Leave to fend

Heralds and Ambafladors hither, and Demofthenes concludes

the Treaty. Give me now your earneft Attention to the Circum-

ftances, that followed. Very little Bufinefs was tranfaded by

Philip
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Philip with the other Ambaffadors (whom Demofthenes upon

this Alteration of Affairs, in numberlefs Inftances calumniated]

but with Philocrates and Demofthencs. Nor without Reafon ;

fince they a6led together in their Embafly, and together formed

the following Decrees. The firft forbids you to wait for the

Return of the Ambafladors, whom you fent to engage the States

of Greece againfl Philip, and orders you without their Con-

currence to conclude a feparate Peace. The fecond net only

diredls you to confirm this Peace, but to enter into a League

offenfive and defenfive, with Philip, that if any of the Grecians

were well-intentioned to this Republic, they might fall into the

lafl; Defpair, when they perceived you encouraging them to

War, and at home confirming by your Decrees not Peace alone,

but even the ftri6teft Confederacy. The third commands, that

Cherfobleptes fhould be neither included within the Oath of

Treaty, nor interefted either in the Peace, or Alliance; yet

even at that Moment Philip had denounced Vengeance, and was

preparing an Expedition againfl him.

When Philip purchafed .their Decrees, he committed with

regard to you nothing unjuft, for before his Oaths and Ratifi-

cation of the Treaties, you had no right to refent his making

Ufe of his own Advantages. But they, who either have be-

trayed, or communicated the Strength of the Republic to

Philip, certainly deferve your heavieft Indignation. But he,

who now profefles himfelf an Enemy to Alexander, as formerly

M m 2 to
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to Philip ; this Demofthenes, who reproaches me with being the

Gueft of Alexander, prefers a Decree, by which he deprives the

Commonwealth of the regular Seafons for her Deliberations,

and commands the Magiftrates to convene an AfTembly of the

People on the eighth of March, when the Feftival of ^fcula-

pius was to be folemnized, and the Games before it celebrated

;

a facred Day, upon which no Man ever remembered an In-

flance of convening an Aflembly. But what Excufe did he

make for this Matiner of adling ? " That the People" (fo lie

fpeaks in his Decree) " when Philip's Ambafladors arrived,

" might deliberate with the foonefl: upon their Embally to

*' him." Thus anticipating the Refolutions of the AfTembly

before the Arrival of liis Ambafladors; preventing every favour-

able Conjundlure, that might poflibly happen, and violently

precipitating the whole Affair, that without the Confent of

other Grecian States, whenever your AmbafTadors returned, you

might conclude a feparate Peace. Immediately after thefe

Tranfadlions Philip's Ambafladors arrived, while yours were

ftill abroad forming a general Confederacy againft him. Here

Demoft-

(7) This PaJTage miift certainly be turn eft die fefto. Lambinus. De fa-

difficult, fince two of our old Tranfla- con que Ic Senat forma fon decret irelimi-

tors do not attempt the Word 'jTpoocyuv, vaire un jour de fefie. Tourreil.

and all the reft differ in the Manner of Antequampopulus id fcifceret, Foulkes
rendering it. To thofe mentioned by and Freind. The prefent Tranflation,

Wolfius let us add the Italian, e Ji pro- as in numberlefs other Inftances, follows

vavano i giuochi di Bacco ; and an old Doflor Taylor. He points the Text,

French TranQator, Du Vair, Et prcpo- k«; -ir^oxyuv, Iv ttJ U^S. vji^s^^, Et

fcnt un affaire de confeqtience a un jour pr^ludia celehrarentur, in die, inquani,

de feflc. Atque de hac re, antequam fantlo, quo nemo unquam meminit cencio-

cum populo ageretur, ad fenatum rela- nem haheri.
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Demofthenes violently carried another Decree, in which he di-

rects, that without waiting for the return of your Ambaffadors,

you (hould enter into a Confultation, not only upon concluding

a Peace, but even an Alliance offenfive and defenfive, immedi-

ately after the Feftival of Bacchus, celebrated in the City the

eigthteenth and nineteenth of March. That thefe Aflertion&

are true be convinced by hearing the Decrees themfelves.

The Decrees.

As foon therefore, Athenians, as the Feftival of Bacchus was

celebrated, two Aflemblies were convened. In the firfl: was

recited the general Refolution of our Confederates, the prin-

cipal Articles of which I fliall briefly repeat. Firft, they direc-

ted you to confine your Deliberations to the Peace alone, and

pafTed over the very Name of Alliance ; not becaufe they had

forgotten it, but becaufe they efteemed the Peace rather necef-

fary, than honourable. Then they wifely oppofed Demoilhenes,

with an Intention of finding a Remedy for his Corruption, and

inferted in their Refolution, *' Let it be permitted to whatever

" States of Greece fliall think proper within three Months to

^' have their Names infcribed upon the fame Column with that

" of the Athenians, and to enjoy all Advantages of Oaths and

"^ Treaties." Thus they provided for two Points of utmoft

Importance: firfl, they gained three Months ; a Time, fufhcient

for affembling the Grecian Ambaffadors; and then conciliated

to the Republic the Affedions of Greece in this her general:

GouQ-
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Council, that if our Treaties with Philip fliould be violated by

him, Ave might neither enter into the War alone, or unprepared

;

both which Misfortunes are now fallen upon us by the Condud;

of Demoflhenes. That I affert only Trutli, you fliall hear and

be convinced by the very Decree.

Decree of the Confederates.

To this Decree I confefs, I gave my Afient, as did all your

Orators, who fpoke in the former Aflembly, and the People

departed, poffeiTed with an Opinion, that a Peace ought necef-

farily to be concluded ; that it were better not to debate upon

an Alliance, as our Ambaffadors were yet abroad forming a

Confederacy againft Philip, but that it fliould be ratified by

common Confent of all the Grecians. Night intervened, and

we were next Day fummoned to the Aflembly. There Demoft-

henes forceably taking Pofleflion of the Tribunal, and not per-

mitting any other to fpeak, declared, that all Refolutions of

the preceding Day were inflgniflcant and invalid, unlefs Philip's

Ambafladors confented ; nor could he conceive, that a Peace

could poflibly fubflfl; without an Alliance. For we ought not

(I remember the very Words he ufed, both from the DiflxDuance

of the Speaker and the Exprefllon itfelf] to tear afunder the

Peace from the Alliance, nor wait for the Tardinefs of the

Grecians, but either continue the War ourfelves, or conclude a

fcparate Peace. Then calling Antipater up to the Tribunal,

he afked him fome Queftions, having before informed him,

what
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what he himfelf fliould afk, and inftruded him to return an

Anfwer moft prejudicial to the RcpubHc. Thus did this per-

nlciousMeafurc prevail. Demofthenes extorted your Confent by

very Violence of Words, and Philocrates confirmed it by De-

cree.

It yet remained to render Cherfobleptes, and all his Thracian

Dominions, tributary to Philip. This they executed the twenty

fifth of March before Demofthenes departed for his fecond Em-

bafiy appointed for the Requifition of Philip's Oath in Ratifi-

cation of the Peace. For tliis Enemy to Alexander ; this Enemy

to Philip ; this your favourite Orator twice went AmbafTador to

Macedonia ; though he never fhould have gone even once ; he,

who now advifes you to treat the Macedonians with the vileft

Contempt. Having taken his Seat in the Afiembly, held the

twenty-fifth, a Senator by meer Intrigue, in Collufion with

Philocrates he delivered up Cherfobleptes a Tributary to Philip.

For Philocrates had fecretly inferted this Claufe, befides many

others, in his Decree, for which Demofthenes had moved, that

all the Minifters of our Allies at that Time in Athens fliould

upon the fame Day give their Oaths of Ratification of die Peace

to Philip's AmbafTadors, when Cherfobleptes had not any Mi-

nifler Refident amono- us. When he therefore ordered all the

Minifters then prefent in the Council to take the Oaths, he ne-

ceflarily excluded Cherfobleptes, who had not any Refident at

Athens. That I fpeak Truth, read to me the Names of the

Perfons,,
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Pcrfons, who preferred the Decree, and the Prefident, who put

die Queflion.

The Decrfe. The President.

Excellent, O Athenians, excellent indeed, the Preferva-

tion of our public Ads ; for they remain unmoveable, nor ever

vary with thofe, who defert from Party to Party in their Poli-

tics, but give the People a Power, whenever they pleafe, of in-

fpeding into the Lives of thofe, who were formerly guilty of

the moft execrable Crimes, and yet upon any Alteration of Af-

fairs afTume the Charader of being valuable and upright Citi-

zens.

It now remains, that I mention fome Inftances of the fervile

Compliances of DemoPchenes with regard to Philip. Although

he had been a Senator a whole Year, he never invited any fo-

reign Ambafladors to the front Seats in the Theatre. This

was the firfl and only Inftance. He placed the Macedonian

Ambaffadors there^ laid their CufLions himfelf, fpread the

purple Carpets on their Seats, and at the iirft Appearance of

Day-Light, conduced them into the Theatre, in fuch a Man-

ner, as to be hified for his Turpitude and Adulation. (8) When

they departed for Thebes, he liberally hired fix Mules for them,

and marched before them in much Solemnity, making the Re-

public

(8) This Inftance of Adulation is well Cufhions to fit upon in the Theatie.

explained by a Pafiage in Theophraflus, But the Flatterer can defcend to the Vile-

quoted by Tourreil. A Slave was ap- nefs of fnatching one for his Patron, and

ointed to give People of Diftindion placing it himfelf on his Scat.

. 8
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public itfelf perfedly ridiculous. But that I may confine

myfelf to my Subjed:, give me the Decree of Precedence granted

to the Macedonians.

The Decree.

However, this Flatterer of Philip; this Flatterer of iuch

enormous Magnitude, having firfl: heard the Death of that Mo-

narch from the Spies of Charidemus, pretended that a Dreaip,

was fent him from the Gods, and villainoufly declared, he heard

the FaS:, not from Charidemus, but from Jupiter and Minerva.

Thofe Deities, whom he affronts with his Perjuries by Day, he

protefts, converfe with him by Night, and foretell him the

great Events of Futurity. Then, feven Days after the Death

of his Daughter, before he had mourned for her; before he

had performed the cuftomary Ceremonies of Sepulture, crowned

with Flowers, and clothed in white, he facrijiced an Ox, and

impioufly violates the Rites, by Nature due to that Cliild,

whom the miferable Wretch had loft ; his only Child, the firft,

that ever called him Father. Nor do I mean to infult hira

with this great Calamity, but inquire into the Manners and

Genius of the Man. For the Father, who does not love his

Children, can never prove a good Minifter to the Republic.

Whoever does not cherifh with paternal Tendcrncfs thefe deareft,

thefe domeftic Charities, will never be more anxious for your

Wellfare, than that of Strangers ; whoever is in private Life

difhoneft, will never become virtuous in public ; whoever is a

Vol. II. N n worthlefs

\.
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wortlilefs Citizen in Athens, will never become an honourable

and faithful Ambaflador in Macedonia.' He hath not changed

his GeniuSj but only altered his Situation.

From whence he hath maintained fo various a Charader in

various Conjun(5lures (for this the fecond Period of his Admi-

niftration) or what Caufe can be afllgned, why Philocrates, en-

gaged in the fame political Meafures with Demofthenes, was

driven into Banifliment for Crimes againft the State, while De-

mofthenes continues a public Accufer ;| and by what Means this

execrable Wretch hath plunged us into thefe our prefent Cala-

mities, are Circumftances more efpecially worthy of your

Attention.

As foon therefore as Philip had marched into the Streights

of Thermopylae ; unexpe6ledly deftroyed the Cities of the Pho-

CDcans, and rendered the Thebans, as you then judged, more

powerful, than the Conjundlure itfelf, and your Interefts would

allow ; when, terribly alarmed, you carried your Effedls out

of the open Country into the City ; the fevereft Accufations

were formed againft the Ambaffadors, who negotiated the

Peace, but beyond all others againft Philocrates and Demoft-

henes, who had not only ratified the Peace during their Em-

bafly, but preferred the Decree, by which it was concluded^

It happened at the fame Time, that Demofthenes and Philocra-

tes quarrelled for almoft the very Reafons you yourfelves fuf-

pc.'ded.
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pedted. (9) But amidft the general Conftcrnation, occafioncd

by Philip's marching into Phocis, Demofthenes began to form

his future Defigns according to the innate Diftemperature of

his Difpofition, his Timidity, and the Jealoufy he entertained ot

Philocrates with regard to their Divifion of the Treafures arifmg

from their mutual Corruption. He then imagined, if he fhould

appear an open Accufer both of his Colleagues in his EmbalTv,

and of Philip, that Philocrates would undoubtedly be ruined,

the other AmbafTadors brought intoextreme Danger, and hehim-

felf greatly honoured ; and while he was indeed a perfidious

Betrayer of his Friends, be efteemed faithful to the Interefts of

the People. The Enemies of our Tranquility obferving his

Condu6l, with Pleafure invited him to the Tribunal, calling

him the only uncorrupt Minifter in the Commonwealth. He

advanced, and then laid the Foundation of War and Confu-

fion. This was the Man, Athenians, who firfl: difcovered the

Serrian Fortifications, Dorifcus, Ergifca, Murgifca, Gano?,

and Ganides ; Places, whofe very Names we never knew before ;

and fo totally did he pervert every thing, that if Philip had

rcfufed to fend Ambafladors, he then would have afierted, that

he treated the Republic with Contempt ; if he did fend them,

he then fent Spies, not Ambafilidors. Philip was willing to

fubmit the Decifion of our mutual Complaints to the Mediation

of fome equal, impartial State. Demofthenes affirmed, there

N n 2 never

(9) Becaufe Philocrates had cheated he had received from Philip for their

Demofthenes cf his Share of the Money common Perfidy. Brod/Eus.
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never could be found an impartial Arbiter between us, and

him. Philip yielded Halonefus : Demofthenes forbad you to

receive it, unlcfs when he ceded the PoflefTion, he likewife

RECEDED from all pall or future Rights to it. Thus was he

merely cavilling for Syllables. (10) Laftly, by crowning thofe,

who joined with Ariftodemus in his Invafion of Theflaly and

Magnefia contrary to the Faith of Treaties, he openly violated

the Peace, and brought on us Calamity and War.

However, with brazen and adamantine Walls, as he hkn-

felf expreffed it, he fortified our Dominions by his AlHance with

the Euboeans and Thebans. Yet, even in this Alliance you

were injured in three important Inftances, of which you are

ftill perfectly ignorant. Impatient as I am to explain this moft.

important Confederacy with the Thebans, yet that I may pro-

ceed more regularly, I fball firft mention that with the Euboe-

ans. For, Athenians, many are the Wrongs and great, that

you have received both from Mnefarchus,. the Father of Callias

and Tauroilhenes (whom this Demofthenes, for a fordid Bribe,..

bad the Boldnefs to enroll among the Citizens of Athens) and.

in

f ; c"; A Sentiment of great Dignity is Words in the Treaty, as mufl: neceflarily

lieie criven up t(j l^aughter for the Words, aflert their own Rights to the Idand, and

ill w.hi.h ir I; exprcfied. Philip was will- oblige Philip to acknowledge an unjuft

):ig to yield the IQand of Halonefus to Poflcffion. The Words, perhaps, may

tiie Athenians, but i.n Terms, that ex- be liable to Ridicule, but the Sentiment

jireffed his giving, and confcquently their is truly noble, and worthy of a great

receiving ir as an Obligation. They Minifter, more jealous of the Honour

would giaily have recovered it, but De- of his Country, than anxious to extend

mollhenes advifus them to infift iipoi> fuch her Dominions.



AGAINST CTESIPHON. 277

in another Inftance, from Themifon, the Euboean, who violently

ravifhed Oropus from you, even in Time of profound Peace.

Yet voluntarily forgetting thcfe Injuries, when the Thebans

made a Defcent upon Eubcea, determined to enflave its States,

you generoufly fent them, in five Days Time, fuch powerful

Succours both of Ships and Men, as compelled the Thebans,

before thirty Days were paffed, to return home under Articles

of Truce and Compofi.tion. When you became Mafters of the

Ifland, you honourably and juftly reflored to the Eubceans their

Cities and their Liberties, which they had committed in Truft

-to your Integrity, not efteeming it equitable to remember your

Anger at the Moment when they gave you fuch Proofs of their

Confidence. Yet the Chalcideans, who received thefe important

Obligations, did not repay them with equal Gratitude. When you

made a Defcent upon Euboea to fuccour Plutarch, at firft in-

deed they pretended to be your Friends, but inflantly, when we

had marched as far as Tamyna?, and traverfed the Mountain Coty-

Iseus, then Callias, this Chalcidean, upon whom Demofthenes,

for his Bribe, pronounced an abfolute Panegyric, feeing the

Forces of the Republic inclofed in certain difadvantageous De-

files, from whence, except by Vidory, there was no poffible

Retreat, nor even any Hope of Succours citlier by Land or Sea,

levied Troops through all Euboea j fent to Philip for Re-

inforcements, joined his Brother Tauroflhenes, who nowcourte-

oufly gives his Hand to every Citizen of Athens, and fmiles

upon them moft gracioufly ; tranfported from Phocis the Mer-

-- cenaries
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cenaiies he had le\-ied there, and then marched furiouily againft

lis, as if determined totally to deftroy. ' Had not fome Deity

preferved your Army ; had not yonr Soldiers, both Infantry and

Cavalry, been Men of approved Valour ; had they not formed

in the Hippodrome of Tamyns, where they gained a complete

Vidory, after which they permitted your Enemies to march

away, though under fucli Terms of SubmifTion, as they were

pleafed to impofe, your Republic had been much in Danger

of fuffering whatever is moft ignominious. For a Misfortune

in War is not the greateft Evil ; but when we have engaged

with Enemies, unworthy of us, if we then are conquered, the

Calamity, with Reafbn, is doubled upon us. Yet however

injured ; however ungratefully treated, you again entered into-

Terms of Amity with them.

Callias having obtained your Pardon, in a very little Time

impetuouily returned to his natural Genius. For while he pre-

tended to convene to a general Council of the Euboeans at Chal-

cis, in Fa6t he fortified Euboea againft you, and attempted to

fcize the fovereign Power of the whole Illand. Then hoping,

that Philip would affift him in his Defigns, he went into Ma-

cedonia ; waited upon the very Footfteps of that Monarch, and

was numbered among his Favourites. Having offended Philip,

he fled from Macedon, and entered into the Service of the The-

bans. Abandoning them alfo, and more irregular in his Mo-

tions, than the Euripus, upon the Banks of vi^hich he dwells,

he
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he precipitates himfelf into a Quarrel at once with the The-

bans, and with PhiHp. Uncertain how to difpofe of himfelf,

an Army being now adually levied againft him, he perceived

his only remaining Hope of Safety confifted in engaging the

Athenian People in a folemn Treaty, that they might afTift him,

under the Name of a Confederate, if any other Power fhould

invade him, as would apparently happen, unlefs you prevented

it. Revolving this Project in his Mind, he fends hither his

Ambaffadors, Glaucetes, Empedones, Diodorus, fo honourably

diftinguifhed for his Svviftncfs in our public Races, with many

fallacious Hopes to the People, but with Money to Demoft-

henes and his Fadlion. Thus Callias purchafed at once three

great Advantages ; firft, that he fhould be for ever protected by

your Alliance. ' There was indeed no Medium in his Fortune.

If the People of Athens, recolledling his former Perfidy, had

refufed to receive him into their Alliance, it only remained for

him to fly from Chalcis, or to be taken and die a Prifoner ;.

fuch powerful Forces were forming againft him, both by Philip

and the Thebans. Secondly, very confiderable Rewards were

brought for him, who decreed the Confederacy with this ad-

ditional Article, that the Chalcideans fhould not be obliged to^

attend the Congrefs at Athens. Thirdly, that they fhould not

pay Subfidies. Nor was CalHas difappointed in any of the

Schemes he propofed. For this Tyrant-Hater Demofthenes, as^

he boafts himfelf, whom Ctefiphon affirms to have always been

your beft and wifeft Advifer, abfolutely fold tlie raofl favourable

Con-
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Conjundures of the Republic, and inferted in the Treaty, that

we ftiould afllft the Chalcideans ; although he a little altered

the Expreflion, and for the fake of Appearances, added to his

Decree, that the Chalcideans iliould fuccour the Athenians, if

ever they were invaded, (ii) Their Attendance at the Con-

arefs, and their Payment of Subfidies, by which a future War

could alone be maintained, he pofitively fold, clothing with

fairefl Words the moft difhonourable Deeds, and impelling you

by very Violence of Words (12) to believe it was the Duty of

this Republic, firft effedually to fuccour whatever Grecians im-

plored her Aid, and afterwards to found your Alliances upon the

Benefits, you had conferred. (13) That you may be perfedly

convinced I fpeak Truth, take the Decree pafled in Favour of

Callias, (14) and the Treaty of Alliance. Read the Decree.

The

(11) Demofthenes in Effeft engaged force de fon eloquence cette maxime fpec'eufe.

the Athenians to fuccour the People of (13) y.eTx rdg Ivi^yea-ix? will bear

Chalcis, if they were invaded, when he a very different Conftrudlion, afler Be-

ftipulated, that Chalcis fliould affift the Jtefits, either granted or received, and

Athenians, if they were attacked, fince the TranQators are accordingly divided,

all Engagements of Succours were mu- Tfiere feems however more Generofity

tual. The Terms of the Treaty ex- of Sentiment, confequently fomewhat

prefTed only the Chalcidean Succours

;

more pleafing to the Spirit of the Athe-

the Meanino- and Implication neceflarily nians, to form their Alliances with thofe,

fuppofed thofe of the Athenians. whom they had obliged, than from whom

(12) Impellingyou. -rr^txTZi^ii^uv i>>a?. they had received Obligations.

Stephans quotes the PalTage 7rfoe;e«^wi', (H) Take the Decree. t^\ K«X-

yet adds, ubi -jr^oc^^^u^c^v hgitur. Lam- x/k y^oc(piiv. Eambinus, Foulkes, and

binus probably read '7rao(r^ix(o:v, for he Frcind, furely witliout any hiftorical Au-

tranflates, pene dicam vim afferens ad ere.
^^ority, tranflate Gallic accujationm ;

dendum. The Italian Tranflator, t? con
To"Teil h djeche de^Callms. ^\Volfi-

parole imbarcandovi a farvi credere; the "^'
''^'r

'
r^'u-

' ' '

French, incu^uer danir, •'. par la
^'^^'^"^ ^^P""^

^'^'''-
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The Decree.

Yet flill it docs not appear a very enormous Crime to fell the

favourable Conjundlures of the Republic, the Difpenfations of

attending the Congrefs here, and the Subfidies for fupporting

a War, but certainly moft enormous is the Crime, that I am

going to mention. To fuch Excefs of Infolence and Avarice

did Callias proceed ; to fuch Excefs of Corruption thisDemoft-

henes, He, whom Ctefiphon thus extravagantly applauds, that

they pilfered the Subfidies from Oreum, and thofe from Eretria,

amounting to ten Talents, while you looked on ; while you

were confcious of their Villainy, and beheld it with your Eyes.

Befides, they removed from Athens the general Congrefs of the

Grecian Deputies, whom they fent to Chalcis, and what they

called the Euboean Council. But in what Manner, and by

what iniquitous Artifices they executed this Projed:, is well

worthy of your Attention. Callias no longer negotiates with

you by his Ambaffadors, but comes in Perfon, and advancing

into your Afiembly repeated a long Oration, which Demoft-

henes had laborioufly compofed. He told us he came from

Peloponnefjs, where he had lately formed a Plan for a general

Contribution amounting to an hundred Talents, to carry oij

tlie War againrt Philip. He calculated the Sum?, that each

Nation was to contribute ; the Achaans and Megara^aiis, fixty

Talents ; the Cities of Euba?a, iorty ; a Fund iuffiqieut to

maintain a Fleet and /\rmy. He then aiVurc-d us., tjiat fevcral

Vol. II. O o otJier
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other States would chearfully contribute their Proportion ; that

there could not polTibly be any Want either of Money, or Men;

that all thcfe Particulars were perfeOly clear, and that he had

negotiated, by Methods not to be mentioned, fome other fecret

Articles, which certain of your own Citizens would atteft. At the

Conclufion of his Speech he called upon Demoflhenes by Name,

and defired him, as a Matter of Juftice, to declare his Affcnt.

He came forward with very complete Solemnity ; praifed Callias

beyond all Bounds, and even pretended to know the fecret, un-

mentioned Article. He then profefled, he was ready to make

Report of his Embafiy both to Peloponnefus, and Acarnania.

This however was the Sum of his Difcourfe, that he himfelf

had regulated the Contributions of all the Peloponnefians, and

Acarnanians for maintaining a War againfl: Philip ; that the

Amount of thefe Funds would be fufficient for the complete

Equipment of an hundred light Gallies, ten thoufand Foot, and

a thoufand Horfe; that to thefe would be added Forces from dif-

ferent States ; from Peloponnefus above two thoufand heavy-

armed Foot ; as many from Acarnania ; that the Command of

the Army would be conferred upon you by all the Confederates

;

and that the whole Scheme would be very foon carried into Ex-

ecution, even precifely on the fixteenth of February ; for it had

been notified by him, and publiflied in every City, that Depu-

ties from all the Confederates fhould aflemble at the full Moont

in Athens. For Demofthenes hath one peculiar and uncom-

mon Faculty. Other vain-glorious Impoftors, when they utter a

I Falfe-
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a Falfehood, endeavour to fpeak in undeternnned and dark

Expreffionsj fearful of being detedted ; but when he difplays his

Impoflurcs, he impioufly fwears to his Lies, and imprecates

utter Perdition to himfelf, if he fwears falfely ; then boldly pro-

nounces, what he well knows, will never come to pals ; calcu-

lates even the Moment when it fhall happen, and mentions

the Names of People, whofe Perfons he never faw, to impofc

upon his Audience, and imitate the Man of Veracity. Thus is

he doubly deteftable, that belides being himfelf a Villain, he

corrupts and deftroys thofe Criterions, which alone diftinguifli

an honefl Man.

Ending his Oration, he gives the Secretary a Decree to read,

longer, in very Truth, than Homer's Iliad ; more trivial than

the Speeches he generally makes ; more futile, than the Life he

lives ; fraught with Hopes, never to be fulfilled, and Armies

never to be raifed. Leading you therefore far away from all

Sufpicion of his intended Villainy, and holding you high in

Sufpence by pure Hopes, he collects his whole Force, and pre-

fers a Decree, empowering Ambafli\dors to be chofen, to im-

jilore the Eretrians (for it was abfolutely necefiary, fo it feemS',

to implore them) no longer to pay their five Talents of Con-

tribution to you, but to Callias, and another Embally to the

Oritans, to folicite an Alliance with the Athenians, acknow-

ledging the fame Friends, the flimc Enemies. From hence he

manifeftly appears to have inferred all thefe Particulars in his

O o 2 Decree,
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'Decree, (15) with a View to his intended Fraud; fince he di-

reds our Ambailadors to intreat the Oritans to pay their five

Talents, not to you, but to Callias. To evince the Truth of

thefe Affertions, leaving the Pomp of his Expreflion, and his

Gallies, and his Arrogance out of the Decree, read it, and in-

fift only upon the Fraud, which this impure and unholy Wretch

hath committed ; whom Ctefiphon however affirms, and even

in this very Decree, to have conftantly perfevered in all his

Words, in all his Adions, to promote the Welfare and Honour

ofthe Athenian People.

The Decree.

Gallies therefore, and Armies, and the full Moon, and Depu-

ties for a general Council, you have indeed heard in Words,

but the Contributions of your Allies, their ten Talents, in very

Fa6l you have loft.

It now remains to prove, that Demofthenes received a Bribe

of three Talents, for enrolling this Decree ; one from Chalcis ;

another from Eretria, and a third from Oreum, by which he was

difcovered ; for the Government of the Oritans was at that Time

demo-

(15) Wolfiiis gives us the different ^AvxipccivsTat ygci^uq is an Expreflion

Conftruftions of this Paflage by the not\in\\k.tly.uvo^ oivu(pi*ivtTUL'i^iv^oiJi.ivog,

Trandators before his Time, and feems manifeftus eft niendacii. Tlautus ufes,

himfelf to think the Text corrupted, manifeftum tenere mendacii. Ev tu
Nor among our modern Trandators have

^^^^^ is a Manufcript Reading,
any two agreed in the iame Meaning or

j^^.^ ^-^^. ^^ ^^^ ^.^ ^^^^^^„^,^.^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^
any one of them acknowledged the Dif-

^^,^^^.^ ^ ^^^^^^ j-^„ /^^,.^,,y„,

ficulty. The preient Trandation there- y)v Vair.
fore has no Authority to fupport it.
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democratical, and all their public Adls regulated by popular

Decrees. Exhaufted by their War with Philip, and abfolutely

reduced to Indigence, they fend Gnofidemus, Son of Charige-

nes, who had been Sovereign of Oreum, befeeching Demofthenes

to remit the Talent to their Republic, and promifing to eredl a

Statue of Brafs to him in their Capital. He anfwered, that he

wanted not a worthlefs Parcel of Brafs, and would make Callias

oblige them to pay the Talent. Compelled therefore, and yet

unable to pay, they mortgaged to him, as a Security, their

public Revenues, and paid him, as Intereft for his Bribe, a

Drachma every Month for each Mina, untill they difcharged

the Principal. The whole Procefs was tranfaded by Decree of

the Oritans, to which I appeal.

The Decree.

This Decree, Athenians, is indeed a Reproach to your Republic,

yet no mean Proof of Dcmofthenes his Adminiftration, and a

manifeft Conviction of Ctefiphon. For whoever can be thus

fordidly corrupt, it is impofllble he can ever become an honeft

Man, which Ctefiphon however hath impudently dared to

infert in his Decree.

Here the third Period comes regularly before us, of all others

the moft unfortunate, in which Dcmofthenes abfolutely ruined

the Affairs of Greece and of this Commonwealth, when he fa-

crilegioufly violated the Temple of Delphos, and decreed a per-

nicious and unequal Alliance with the Thebans. I fhall begin

with
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with his Impiety towards the Gods. There is a Plain, Athe-

nians, named Cirrhaeum, and a Port at prefent called the un-

hallowed and accurfed. The Cyrrh^ans and Graugallids for-

merly inhabited this Country ; a barbarous, lawlefs Generation,

who profaned the Temple of Apollo, plundered the confecrated

Ornaments devoted to the God, and violated the Amphictyons,

the Guardians of his Temple. Your Anceftors, as is reported,

with exceeding Indignation, and afterwards the other Amphicly-

ons, refenting thefe Outrages, folemnly confulted the God, what

Vengeance they fhould inflid upon this impious People. The

Pythian Prieftefs anfwered, that they fhould wage War againft

the Cyrrhseans and Graugallidae both Day and Night ; that

when they had ravaged the Country, and enilaved its Inhabi-

tants, they fliould confecrate the Land to Pythian Apollo, Di-

ana, Latona, and Minerva, the Provident, to lie wafte for ever,

and neither cultivate themfelves that Tra6l of Country, nor fuffer

others. Receiving this Oracle the Amphidyons decreed (Solon,

the Athenian, an able Legiflator, nor meanly converfant in

Poetry and Philofophy, having declared his Opinion) that an

Army fliould be raifed againft thefe unhallowed Wretches, in

Obedience to the Oracle. Levying therefore a fufficient Force,

they fold the People to Slavery, blocked up their Ports, rafcd

their City, and confecrated their Lands, as the God had com-

manded. Bcfides they fwore a folemn Oath, neither themfelves

to cultivate this devoted Ground, nor permit any other, but

to aflifh the God, and maintain his Rights in the facred Land,

by



AGAINST CTESIPHON. 287

by every pofliblc Effort, and by their united Forces. Nor

were they contented with having fworn this Oath, but added

Curfes to confirm it, and powerful Imprecations. For it is

written thus in the Imprecation. " Whoever violate thefe

*' Engagements, whether City, or private Perfon, or Nation,

*' let them be devoted to Apollo, Diana, Latona, and Minerva,

the Provident." It imprecates belides, " May their Lands

neither produce Fruit, nor their Wives bear Children, like

" their Fathers, but Monfters; nor their Cattle bring forth their

** Young according to Nature. May they be ever conquered

" in War ; in every Court of Juftice ; in every popular Af-

fembly ; may they perifli even to utter Deftrudlion, them-

felves, their Families, their whole Generation ; may they

never offer an acceptable, holy Sacrifice either to Apollo, Di-

*' ana, Latona, nor Minerva, the Provident. May thefe Dei-

*' ties never accept their Offerings." To juftify what I affert,

read the Oracle of the God. Hear this Imprecation, and re-

member the Oaths, your Anceftors, and the Amphidyons fo-

lemnly fware.

The Oracle.

To take this Fortrefs all Attempts are vain,

'Till Amphitrite to this hallow'd Fane,

Roll her wild Waves tumultuous o'er the Plain. (16)

The
(16) When the Amphiftyons befieged to the Completion of the Oracle, tocon-

Cirrha, they confulted Apollo upon their fecrate the Cirrhjean Lands, which lay

Siiccefs, and the God returned them this between Delphos and the Sea, to Apollo,

Aofwer, Solon advifed them, in view that the Sea might thus be nearer his

Tctn-
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The Oath and Imprecation.

After this Imprecation, thefe Oaths, this Oracle, flill ex-

tant in our public Records, the AmphilTaean Locrians, or the

Perfons rather, who prefidcd in their Councils, Violators of all

Laws, again cultivated this Land : again fortified and inhabited

this unhallowed and accurfed Port ; exacted Cufloms from

whoever failed along their Coafts, and corrupted certain of the

Deputies, who were going to the general Affemblj at Delphos,

one of whom was Demofthenes. He had been appointed by

your Decrees your Deputy at the Council, and received a thou-

fand Drachmas from the Amphiflkans, not to mention them to

the Amphidyons. It was ftipulated befides, that twenty Minae

fhould be fent him hither yearly for ever out of the nefarious

and execrable Cuftoms of their Port, for which, by every poffible

Method, he fliould proted them in Athens. From this im-

pious Corruption it hath appeared, even more remarkably than

formerly, that whenever he hath engaged in the Intereft of

either private Citizen, or Magiftrate, or Republic, he hath in-

volved them in Misfortunes incurable.

Now behold how Fate and Fortune avenged the Sacrilege

of the Amphiffaeans. When Theophraftus was Archon, and

Diognetus

Temple; IW S-ij tJ Tsy-ivu tS 'A- •j.^f ^J
^aXacrtra, nntill the Sea wafhed the

woXXuvoi; yBvrjTai yuruv ri QaXxa-dx. Lands, confccratcd to the God, Who-

Pausanias. The Oracle, according to ever would reconcile thefe Differences

Polysnus, declared, that Cirrha fliould fhould conluk Meurfius, upon the Paffa-e

never be taken, ewj oiv 4'«i;Vtj r^f U^oiq ir^ Polysnus.
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Diognetus eleded to fuperintend all Affairs of Religion, (17) you

appointed Midias (who, for many Rcafons, I vvifh were ftill alive)

Thrafycles, and me, your Deputies to the Amphidyonic Council.

It happened, a little Time after our Arrival at Dclphos, that

Diognetus fell fick of a Fever, and that Midias v^^as feized with

the fame Diftemper. The other Amphi6lyons however affem-

bled, when we were informed, by Perfons willing to fhew their

Affedion for this Republic, that the Amphiffa^ans, fallen at

that Time under the Power of the Thebans, and held in Vaf-

falage by them, intended to propofe a Decree againft our Com-

monwealth, and to fine the People of Athens fifty Talents, for

dedicating fome golden Shields in a new Temple, before we

had performed the ufual Ceremonies of Confecration, and en-

graving upon them this very proper Infcription. Taken by the

Athenians from the Medes and Thebans, when they

FOUGHT AGAINST THE Greeks. Our Hieroiiinemon fent for

me, and defired me to go into the Aflembly, and plead before

the Amphidyons the Caufe of the Republic, which I had al-

ready determined. But beginning to fpeak, and having entered

the Affembly with a warmer Spirit, increafed even by the Abfence

VOL.JI. P p of

(17) Each of the Amphiflyonic Cities at the Head of all public Ads. As the

fent two Deputies, called Pylagon-E, to prefent Affair was of a religious Nature,

the general Council at Delphos, to whom it was properly the Province of the Hie-

they committed the Care of their civil romnemon to fpeak to it ; but he and

and political Interefts. A third was the other Pylagoras, Thrafycles, being

elefted to fuperintend the Affairs of Re- fick, j^ifchines was defired to defend

ligion. This Minifter, who was called the Caufe of Athens on this Occafion.

Hieromnemon, convoked their Affcm- Tourreil. Portai,.

.blies, prefided in them, and put his Name
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of my Colleagues, an Amphiffaean clamoiiroiifly interrupted me

(a Man moft fhamelefsly impudent, and as appeared to me,

deftitute of all Principles of Humanity, or perhaps impelled by

feme Daemon to commit fuch Extravagance) " It fhould be

*' your principal Concern, O Men of Greece, if you have Wif-

dom, not to let the very Name of the Athenians be pronounced

* during the Days of this Solemnity, but to drive them, as

Wretches impious and profane, out of the Temple." He then

mentioned our Alliance with the Phocaeahs, which Crobylus

concluded, befides many other Refled:ions moft injurious to

the Republic, which I could then ill endure to hear, nor can now

recolledl without Indignation. Having however heard him,

never in my whole Life was I fo provoked. I fhall pafs over

whatever elfe I faid in my Reply, but it came into my Thoughts

to mention the Sacrilege of the Amphiflaeans committed upon

the confecrated Lands, which from the very Place where I then

ftood, I fhewed to the Amphidyons (for the Cyrrhasan Plain

lies under the Temple, and may be feen from thence at one

View.) " You behold, Amphidyons, this Plain cultivated by

the AmphifTaeans ; you lee the Potters' Kilns, and Villages

built upon it: you behold with your own Eyes this unhal-

lowed and accurfed Territory fortified : you yourfelves are

" confcious, nor want any other Witneftes, that they have ex-

*' aded Cuftoms, and raifed confiderable Revenues from this

" defccrated Harbour." At the fame Time, I defired them

to read the Oracle of Apollo, the Oath of their Anceftors, and

the

((

{(

i(
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the Imprecation, with which they confirmed it. I then nofll-

tively protcfted for the whole People of Athens ; for my own

Perfon, and Children and Family, that according to the Te-

nour of the Oath taken by our Anceflors, I would affifl: the

God, maintain his Rights to the ficred Ground, with Hand

and Voice, and every Power I poffelled, and deliver my Re-

public from this religious Obligation to the Deity. " It is yours

to deliberate upon your proper Safety. The Bafkets, in

which are contained the myfterious Rites of our Religon,

'' are already raifed to be carried in Procellion ; the Vidims

" already ftand before the Altar. You are now going to im-

" plore the Gods for every Bleffing, public and private. Con-

<' fider with what Voice, what Spirit, what Look, what

*' Confidence, fhall you make your Supplications, if you fuifer

" thefe Wretches, accurfed, and devoted to the divine Ven-

" geance, to efcape with Impunity. For not in -Enigmas, but

" in the cleareft Expreffion, is it written in the Imprecation

<* with regard to thefe facrilegious, what Punifhment they fhall

" themfelves inevitably fuffer, and what are ordained for them,

" who permit fuch Impiety. May they never perform a plea-

** fing and holy Sacrifice to Apollo, Latona, nor Minerva, the

" Provident, who do not avenge their Divinities. May thefe

" Deities never accept their Offerings."

Having repeated thefe, and many other Arguments to the

fame Purpofe, I retired from the AffembJy, when much Cla-

P p 2 mour
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moiir and Tumult arofe among the Amphi6lyons, who no lon-

ger debated upon the Shields, we had confecrated, but on the

Puniiliment to be inflided on the Amphiflaeans. When great

Part of the Day was already elapfed, the Herald came forth,

and proclaimed, tliat every Delphian, both Slave and Freeman,

who had attained the Age of twenty Years, (i8) fhould alTem-

ble at firft Appearance of Day with Mattocks and Spades at a

Place called by the Inhabitants the Place of Sacrifice. Again

the Herald proclaimed, that the facred Regifters and the De-

puties fhould affemble at the fame Place to vindicate the God,

and affert the confecrated Glebe ; and that whatever City did

not appear by its Deputies, fhould be driven from the Temple,

and deemed aceurfed and devoted to divine Vengeance.

Early next Morning we went to the Place appointed ; def-

cended to the Cyrrha^an Plain, and, having rafed the Harbour,

and burned the Houfes, we retired. But while we were thus

employed, the Amphiffasan Locrians, who lived about feven

Miles from Delphos, all in Arms, ruflied out upon us, and had

we not by a precipitate Flight, though with utmoft Difficulty,

efcapcd into Delphos, we had been in extreme Danger of being

deftroyed.

(18) In the Original, fuco Tears he- among Men, at wliich Age they are

ycnd their Puberty. The Youth of A- here called forth to vindicate the Ho-

tliens, and probably, from this Pafiage, nour, and recover the Pofleffions of

thofe of Delphos, were not admitted iato Apollo. "Whoever would fee this Sub-

the Clafs of Epheboi or puberes, iiniill jeft treated with great Erudition and

they had coiDpleated their eighteenth Ferfpicuity, fhould confult Corfini dc

Year. Here tht-y continued 'till the f;\ftis Atticis. Dissertatio XL
Age of twenty, when they were enrolled

4
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deflroyed. The Day following Cottyphus, M'ho had propofcd

the Refolutions to the Affembly, ordered a general Council lo

be convened.. They call it a general Council, when they fum-

mon not only the Deputies and facred Regiftcrs, but whoever

facrihced together to the God, and confulted his Oracle. Here

many Accufations were laid againft the Amphifllcans, and much

Applaufe was given to your Republic. As the Refult of the

whole Debate, they decreed, that the facred Regifters, fome

Time before their ufual Seafon of meeting at TherrnopylK, fhould

afiemble there upon a ftated Day, and carry with them a

Decree, by which the Amphifikans fhould fuffer the Vengeance

they merited for their Impiety towards the God, their Viola-

tion of the confecrated Glebe, and their Offences againft the

Amphidyons. For the Truth of thefe Aflertions, let the Se-

cretary read the Decree.

The Decree.

When this Decree was reported by us to the Senate, and

afterwards in their Affembly to the People; they approved of

our Conduct, and the whole Republic determined to maintain

with Zeal the Caufe of Religion. Demoflhenes, influenced by

his Compadl with Amphiffa, publicly oppofed your Refolutions,

and I as publicly convided him of Corruption. When he

found it impoffible openly to deceive the Commonwealth, he

went into the Scnate-Houfe, and impofing upon the Simplicity of

fome particular Senators, he carries a Decree into an Affembly

of
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of the People, by taking Advantage of the Inexperience of the

Perfon, who preferred it. He then effedlually managed to get

it confirmed by the Suffrage and Command of the People, when

the AiTembly was abfolutely rifen ; when I had retired (for never

would I have fuffered fnch a Fraud) and when great Numbers

were departed. (19) This was the capital Article of it, that

the facred Regifter of the Athenians, and their future Deputies

for ever fhouid attend the general Council at Thermopyla3 and

Delphos on the Times appointed by our Anceftors. A Claufc,

in Expreffion exceeding fpecious, but in Fadl of moft difinge-

nuous Turpitude ; fince it forbad that Council to meet at Ther-

mopylae, which out of meer NecefTity was appointed to be held

before the ftated Time. Again, in the very fame Decree does

he infert another Claufe more open to Difcovery, but more

malicioufly mifchievous ; that the facred Regifter of the Athe-

nians, and their Deputies for ever fhouid hold no Communion

with thofe of the late Council, neither of Words, nor Deeds

;

neither of Decrees, nor of any Meafures whatever. This Ex-

preffion, " to hold no Communion," what can it mean ? Whe-

ther ffiall I therefore fpeak Truth, or rather what may be moft

pleafurable to hear ? I will fpeak Truth ; for Speeches perpe-

tually formed to Pleafure have abfolutely reduced the Common-

wealth to her prefent Situation, nor do they fuffer us to remem-

ber

(19) To the Authorities produced by Vair, i^ heaucoup s" en ejlans retournez a

Dodor Taylor for the Conftrudlion of leiirs maifons ; and that of Lambinus,

this PalTage, let us add that of Du muUitudine denique ^dimijfa.
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bee the Oaths, your Anceftors fwore, nor the Imprecation,

nor tlie Oracle of the God. *

We therefore, Athenians, continued here in Obedience to

your Decree, while the other Amphidlyons aflembled at Ther-

mopyls, excepting thofe of one Republic only, whole Name

I would not wiUingly mention, and may Calamities like to hers,

never happen to any other State of Greece. As foon as they af-

fembled, they decreed to raife an Army againft the Amphifikans,

and chofe Cottyphus, the Pharfalian, their General, who was at

that time Prefident of the Council, while Philip was neither in

Macedonia, nor even Grece, but in Scythia, even in the re-

moteft Part of it. Demofthenes however will immediately with

fpecial Confidence affert, that I encouraged him to invade

Greece. Succeeding in their firft Expedition, the Amphidyons

treated the Amphiffasans with fmgular Moderation, fince for all

their flagrant Adls of Impiety they only fined them in a certain

Sum of Money, and even that Sum they did not exadl imme-

diately, but mentioned a dated Time, when it fliould be pay-

able to the God. The Perfons indeed, guilty of the Sacrilege,

and Authors of the Diforders in Confequenceof them, they ba-

niflied ; and thofe, who from a principle of Religion had a-

bandoned their Country, they 'reftored. Afterwards however

when the Amphiffsans paid not to the God their appointed

Fines ; v/hen they recalled from Exile the Wretches devoted

for Sacrilege, and drove into Banifliment the Perfons, who for

their
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their Piety had been reftored, the Amphidlyons formed an-

other Army againft them, a confiderable Time before Pliih'p

returned from his Expedition againft the Scythians, when in

Truth the Gods themfelves offered us the Command of this re-

ligious War, which the Corruption of Demofthenes hindered

us from accepting.

Did they not foretell ? Did not the very Gods by Signs

and Wonders command us to be cautious, only not fpeaking

to us with human Voices ? Never did I behold a State more

fignally preferved by the Gods, or more effedually deftroyed

by certain of its Orators. Was not the Prodigy, that mani-

fefted itfelf amidft the Celebration of our Myfteries in the fud-

den Death of the initiated, fufficient to bid us be cautious ?

Did not Amyniades advife you to a(ft with a religious Cau-

tion, (20) and to fend Perfons to Delphos to confult the God,

in what Manner you fhould proceed ? Did not Demofthenes

oppofe this Advice, declaring the Pythian Prieftefs philippized
;

this ignorant, untaught Demofthenes, exulting even to wanton-

nefs, and inflated with the Power, with which you intrufted

him ? Laftly, when the Sacrifices were unhappily performed

andunpropitious, did he not fend forth our Soldiers to moft ap-

parent Danger, although he before dared to declare, that for

this very Reafon Philip did not invade the Territories of Athens,

becaufe the Entrails of the Vidims did not promife him Succefs ?

What

(20) 'EvKx^iiG-Bai trandated by Budsus, religione teneri.
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What Vengeance therefore doft: thou not dcferve, thou Pcft and
ID '

Execration of Greece? If the Conqueror would not make an

Irruption into the Dominions of the conquered, becaufe the

Vidims gave not the happy Omens ol Succefs, fhallyou, unfore-

fjeing in Futurity, who, before infpe6ling whether the Sacri-

fices were acceptable to the Gods, fent forth our Soldiers to the

Slaughter, fhall you be crowned tor the Calamities of the

Republic, or expelled her utmofl; Borders ?

But indeed what is there moft unexpe6led, and mod incre-

dible, which hath not happened in our Age ? We have not

lived the common Life of human Creatures, but were born a

very Paradox in Reafbn to lateft Pofterity. Does not the Per-

fian Monarch, who once opened a Paflage through Mount A-

thos, threw a Bridge over the Hellefpont, demanded Earth and

Water of the Grecians in Acknowledgement of his fovereign

Power over Land and Sea ; who infolently dared to ftyle himfelf

in his Letters, defpotic Mafter of all human Race from the ri-

fing to the fetting Sun; does he not now contend, not to be

Lord of others, but for his own proper Safety ? Do we not

behold the Perfons, who vindicated the Freedom of the Delphic

Temple, now honoured with the very Glories he once pofleffed,

and the fupreme Command of the War againfl: him ? Thebes,

a City upon the Confines of Attica, unhappy Thebes ! was it

not in one Day violently torn out of the midft of Greece ? Al-

though, perhaps, they merited this Chaftifement for not wifely

Vol. IL Q^q and
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and honourably confulting the general Interefts of Greece, yet

they were certainly pofleffed with a Stupidity Tent from God ; an

Infatuation, not of human Weaknefs, but divine Infpiration.

The miferable Lacedsemonians, who had only been lightly con-

cerned at iirft in the Violation of the Temple; who formerly

thought themfelves worthy of being Sovereigns of Greece ; are

they not now fending Hoftages to Alexander to lay before him

a Reprefentation of their Miferies, and obediently fubmit them-

ielves and their Country to whatever he pleafes to command ?

Shall they not be adjudged according to the Mercy of a Con-

queror, whom they have provoked and infulted ? Even our

own Republic, once the common Afylum of the Grecians, that

Republic, to whom Embaflies formerly were fent from all the

States of Greece to folicit her Proted:ion, no longer now contends

for the Sovereignty of Greece, but for her native Soil. All

thefe Calamities have befallen us fince the Time Demofthenes

entered into the Adminiflration ; for Heliod pronounces with

Wifdom upon Men of fuch Principles, when intruding the

People, and directing the Councils of all Republics, he fome-

where advifcs them never to receive thefe impious Demagogues

into their Government. I will repeat his Verfes, for with this

Intention, I imagine, v/hen we are Children we learn by Heart

the Sentences of Poets, that when we are Men we may employ

them in the general Occurrences of Life.

for one Man's Crimes, on many a deftin'd State,

For one Man's Guilt, defcends the wrath of Fate

;

Jove
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Jove bids the wafting Pcftilence arifc.

Pale Famine rages, and the People dies;

He breaks the Ranks of War, o'erwhelms their Towers,

And the wild Ocean o'er their Navy pours.

If you take away the poetical Meafures of thefe Lines, and ex-

amine attentively their Meaning, I believe they will appear, not

the Verfes of Hefiod, but an oracular Prophecy of Demofthenes

his Adminiftration. For Fleets and Armies and Cities have,

been totally deftroyed by his Adminiftration.,

I verily think, neither Phrynondas, nor Eurybatus, nor any

other among the moft diftinguiftied Villains of former Ages,

was ever fuch an Impoftor, fuch an errant Jugler in Politics,

as this Demofthenes, (O Earth, and Gods, and Daemons and

Men, whoever are willing to hear Truth) who confidently

looks you in the Face, and dares affirm, that the Thebans en-

tered into an Alliance with you ; neither impelled by the Ne-

ceflity of Conjunctures, nor by the Terrours, that furrounded

them, nor by your Glory, but by the Eloquence of Demofthe-

nes.

Yet many AmbaftTadors have been formerly lent to the The-

bans, and whom they have held in much Efteem and Affection
;

your General Thrafybulus, in whom, of all others, they placed

the higheft Confidence ; Thrafo, whom they received with all

Q^q 2 the
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the Rights of public Hofpitality ; Leodamas, not a lefs power-

ful, and in my Judgement, a fweeter Orator, than Demofthe-

nes ; Archidemus, an able Speaker, and who had expofed him-

felf to very many Dangers in the Courfe of his Adminiftration

by his Zeal for the Thebans
; your favourite Demagogue,

Ariftophon, fo long accufed of being almoft a Boeotian, and the

Orator Pyrander, who is ftill alive. Yet none of them were

ever able to influence that People, and incline them to enter

into your AlHance. The Caufe of their Refufal, I very well

know, but fhall not mention it, out of the Refpe6t I bear to

their Misfortunes. Yet I imagine, when Philip had taken

away Nicasa from them, and ceded it to the Theffalians; when

he had again brought back that very War, which he had him-

fclf originally removed beyond the Frontiers of Bceotia, even

to the Walls of Thebes ; laflly, when he had feized, and for-

tified, and put a Garrifon into Elatasa ; then the Terrours of

their own immediate Danger alarmed them, and they implored

the Succour of Athens. You inftantly took the Field, and

marched in Arms, both Cavalry and Infantry, into Thebes, be-

fore Demoflhenes had written a fingle Syllable upon the Alli-

ance. Thus the Conjundlure itfelf, and its Terrours, and the

Neceflity of your Afliftance, not Demofthenes, or his Eloquence,

introduced you into Thebes. (For in the Tranfadionof this Affair

he committed, with Regard to your Interefts, three very capital

Errours. Fii ft, when Philip carried on only a nominal War againfl:

^s, and in Reality was animated with a much more violent Refent-

ment



AGAINST CTESIPHON. 301

a-nentagainfttheThebans, as the Event hath fincemanifeftly proved

(and is it poflibleto give a ftronger Proof?) yet this fecret Incli-

' nation of Philip, great and important as it was, Demofthenes

concealed ; and pretending that the Thebans concluded this Al-

liance, not compelled by the Neceflity of their Affairs, but in-

fluenced by his Embaily, he perfuaded the People not to de-

liberate upon the Conditions, but to efteem themfelves extremely

happy, if it could be concluded upon any Conditions. Plaving

gained this Point, he made a voluntary Surrender of all Boeotia

to the Thebans by a Decree, wherein he declared, " that if

" any City revolted from the Thebans, the Athenians would

** allift thofe Boeotians alone, who refided in Thebes." Thus

did he Ileal away by Words the Reality of Things, and change,

according to his well-wonted Cuftom, their Situation : as if the

Boeotians, in Fad: thus cruelly treated, fhould rather think

themfelves happy in a Compofition of fine Words formed by De-

mofthenes, than exprefs their Refentment for the Injuries they

fuffered.

"^He then impofed two Thirds of the Expence of the War upon

you, from whom theDangerwas certainly more remote, and only

one Third upon the Thebans j, in both Inftances moft fordidly

corrupted. The Command at Sea, it is confeffed, he divided

between you, but appropriated to you alone the Expence. The

Command at Land (not to amufe you with Trifles) he wholly

transferred to the Thebans j fb that during the Courfe of the

•
.

War,,
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War, your General Stratocles never had Authority enough even

to provide for the Safety of your Troops. Nor do I alone ac-

cufe him of thefe Crimes, while others pafs them over unre-

garded. I proclaim them indeed, but all Mankind cenfure them

feverely : you yourfelves are confcious of them, and yet not

angry. Such is the Spirit, with which you are affedted towards

this Demoflhenes ; fo well accuftomed are you to hear his Vil-

lainies, as to hear them without Aftonifhment. You fhould

not, however, be thus infeniible. You fhould fhew your In-

dignation. You fhould punifh and revenge, if you propofe to

enjoy with Honour, what yet remains of the Republic.

A SECOND Crime he committed, and even more atrocious

than the firft, when he totally robbed the Senate of its Autho-

rity, and the People of their democratical Prerogatives ; and

by a fecret Compact with the Governors of Boeotia, transferred

the Decifion of all Affairs between the Thebans and us to a

Tribunal eftablifhed in the Citadel of Thebes. He then affu-

med a Power fo abfolute, fo tyrannical, as to declare in this

Affembly, that he would go wherever he pleafed Ambaflador of

Athens, even without your Approbation or Confent ; and that

if any of your Generals prefumed to oppofe him, he threatened,

as he had enflaved your civil Magiftrates, and accuftomed them

not to contradid him, fo he would enter a Procefs in the Courts,

upon an Adlion of Merit, (21) in Favour of the oratorial, a-

gainft

(,21) AMK<x<rix. A Law-Term fignifying a Caufe, wherein two or more

3 Perfons
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gainft the military, Art ; for he boafted, that he himfclf had

rendered you many more valuable Services on that Tribunal,

than you had ever received from your Generals and their Coun-

cils of War.

Being appointed Paymafter of our mercenary Troops he a-

mafled an immenfe Sum by falfe Mufters, by robbing the mi-

litary Cheft, and letting out ten thou fa nd of thofe Troops to

the Amphiflaeans. Even while I called Heaven and Earth to

witnefs againft him, and exclaimed in Bitternefs of Anguifli in

your Aflemblies, he left the Republic defencelefs and expofed

to every Danger, by fuddenly and furreptitioufly ordering them

away. For what, do you imagine, did Philip put up his Vows

to Heaven with greateft Ardour at that Conjundlure ? Was it

not, that he might engage feparately with your national Soldiery,

and feparately with your foreign Troops at Amphiflli, and then

invade the other States of Greece, difpirited and intimidated by fo.

fevere a Blow ? Yet Demofthenes, the Author of all thefe Cala-

mities, is not content with Impunity, but refents his not being

rewarded even with a golden Crown. He deems it not fufflcient.

to be proclaimed in your Prefence, but is grievoufly offended,,

if the Proclamation be not made before all the Grecians. Thus,,

as it often appears, a depraved Nature, when poffeffed of top

much Power, works out the Deftrudlion of a free People.

I SHALL

Perfons contefled, uterutri Jitin munere-y Tranflator •, diceva voter formar una lite

locove, aut re capeffenda prseferendus, tra I'arte oratoria, e la militare.

Doctor Taylor. Our excellent Italian
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I SHALL now proceed to his third Crime, yet more enor-

mous, than any I have mentioned. When Philip by no

Means defpifed the Greeks ; when he was confcious, (for he

did not want Penetration) that he might be obliged to contend,

upon the Hazard of fome few Moments, for all his Conquefts

and PoflefTions ; when for thefe Reafons, he was defirous of

concluding a Peace, and determined to fend an Embafly hither

;

when the Magiftrates of Thebes dreaded their approaching

Danger, and juftly dreaded (for it was not an Orator, who never

made a Campaign, and who deferted from his Rank in the"

Day of Battle, that imprefTed thofe Apprehenfions upon their

Minds, but the Phocasan ten -Year's War taught them an ever-

memorable LefTon of Inftrudion) when Affairs were in this Si-

tuation ; when Demofthenes perceived and fufpedled, that the

Boeotian Governors would make a feparate Peace, and receive

Philip's Gold without him ; efteeming it a Life not worth living,

if he were excluded from any Kind of Corruption, he ftarted

forward in the Affembly, while no Mortal mentioned either our

making, or not making a Peace with Philip, and imagining he

iliould denounce, as with an Herald's Voice, to the Governors

of Boeotia, that they fhould bring him his Proportion of Cor-

ruption, he fwore by the Goddefs Minerva (that Goddefs,

whom, it {eems, Phidias carved for the Profit and Perjuries of

Demofthenes) that if any one mentioned the NecefHty of our

concluding a Peace with Philip, he would that Moment feize

him by the Hair, and drag him to Prifon ; thus imitating the

Admi-
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Adminiftration of Cleophon, who in the Laccdcemoniau War

ruined the RepubHc. (22)

When the Theban Magistrates paid but little Attention to

his Menaces, and, that you might turn all your Counfels to

Peace, even countermanded your Troops, already on their

March, he became abfolutely frantick, and mounting the Tri-

bunal called the Magiftrates of Boeotia, Betrayers of Greece,

and declared, he would prefer a ^Decree (he, who never had

Courage to look an Enemy in the Face) for fending an Em-

bafly to Thebes, to demand a Paflage through their Territories

for your Troops in their March againfl: Philip. Covered with

Confufion, and apprehenfive of being really deemed the Be-

(22) Wolfius acknowledges he does

not remember to have read the Name of

Cleophon in any other Author. Tour-

reil afllires us, he has not been able to

find the leaft Trace in Hiftory, the

flighteft Veftige of this pretended Cleo-

phon. He therefore reads Cleon in his

Text, with this French Addition, d'odi-

€ufe memoire. Even Dodlor Taylor fends

his Reader to the laft Oration of iEf-

chines, Page 1S7 of this Tranflation,

as if this pernicious Demagogue were

mentioned in no other Place, "^et Di-

odorus Siculus gives us the Speech he

made againil the Terms of Peace pro-

pofed by the Lacedaemonian AmbafTador.

KXeotpwv, ^zyig-oq u>v tots Syjf^oiyuyog

£|W5T£W^;J-< TOV S^UOV, &C. This

Speech, enflaming and full of Adulation,

Vol. II.

fo totally ruined the Republic, that flie

never was able to recover her former

Greatnefs ; isru^ eTTTxirav rol'; 'okoig,

cog's f^yiKiTi ouv»(rBoci ttuttotb duTug ynvi-

(Tiug ctvuXaiQsi'v. DiODORUS. Wes-

SELiNG. Lib. 13. Pag. 583.

The Scholiafl: on the Oreftes of Eu-

ripides, Lin. 770 and 900, where the

Poet defcribes a talking, impudent De-

magogue, 'Ai*:^^ Tig xdv^oyXcixra-og, Icr-

Xvuv S^BctTSi, tells us, the Charadlerwas

intended for Cleophon, and that the Cri-

tics, who have applied it to Cleon, arc

miftaken. Ariftophanes alfo mentions

this furious Demagogue, KXeo^uu Ss y-tx,- .

%e(r3w, Ba!Tf«%o<. Lin. 1580, and the

learned Reader may find in his Scholiafl:

the Circumftances of this Story, though

fomewhat differently told.

R r trayers
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trayers of Greece, the Boeotians abandoned all Thoughts of

Peace, and precipitately hurried into Preparations for War.

(/Here it may be worthy of your Patience to commemorate

the Fate of thofe brave Men, whom this Demofthenes, in

Contempt of all the holy Rites of Sacrifice, and when

the Vidims gave inaufpicious Omens of Succefs, fent into

apparent Danger, yet dared, with thofe fame Coward Feet,

that ran away from their Poft in the Day of Battle, to ftand

upon the Sepulchre of the Slain, and pronounce a funeral En-

comium on their Valour. O Thou, to great and generous

Actions, of all Mankind moft worthlefs, yet in Words thou

moft aftonifhingly daring, haft thou the Confidence to allert,

in Prefence of this auguft Aflembly, that thou deferveft to be

crowned for the Calamities of thy Country ? Or if he fhould

confidently make the Demand, will you endure it ? And

fhall your Remembrance of their Services, for fo it will appear,

die with the Dead ?

Indulge me yet another Moment with your Attention, and

imagine yourfelves no longer in a Court of Juftice, but in the

Theatre. Imagine you behold the Herald coming forward to-

pronounce the Proclamation for the Crown you have decreed.

Then compute whether the Relations of the Slain will fhed

more Tears over the Tragedies and heroic Misfortunes after-

wards to be reprefented on the Scene, than over this Ingratitude

of
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of the Republic ? For not only what Grecian, but even what

human Creature, if ever nurtured to more ingenuous Senti-

ments, would not with Anguifh lament, when he recolleded

in the Theatre this Circumftance alone (though every other

were forgotten) that on a Day like this, and when the Trage-

dians, as at this Moment, were almoft entering on the Stage ;

when the Commonwealth was governed by better Counfels,

and by abler Magiftrates j the Herald advanced, and prefenting

to the Aflembly the Orphans, whofe Fathers had fallen in War,

young Men, richly clothed in complete Armour, pronounced

this nobleft Proclamation, and higheft Incentive to Valour.

" Thefe Orphans, whofe Fathers died gallantly in Defence of

" their Country, the People of Athens have educated to this

*' Age, and having now armed them with a complete fuit of

" Armour, they difmifs them, with all good Wiflies of Suc-

" cefs, to purfue their own Fortunes, and invite them to

" contend for the firft Honours of the Republic."

Thus did the Herald at that Time addrefs the People, but

very different this prefent Proclamation. For having prefented

to them the Perfon, who deprived thefe Orphans of their F a-

thers, what can he fay? What fhall he proclaim ? Although

he pronounce the ftated Terms of your Decree, yet the Turpi-

tude arifing from Truth will not be filent, but will feem to pro-

claim, in dired Oppofition to the Herald's Voice, " The Peo-

" pie of Athens crown this worft bad Man * (if indeed he de-

R r a fervc
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ferve the Name of Man) " for his Virtue ; this Coward, this

Deferter of his Poft in Battle, for his Courage." (23) Do not,

in the Name of Jupiter, and all our other Gods I conjure you,

O Athenians, do not ere£ta Trophy over yourfelves in the Thea-

tre ofBacchus, nor in Prefence of all the Grecian States convidl

the Athenian People of fuch exceeding Folly. Do not oblige the

unhappy Thebans to recolledl their incurable, irreparable Misfor-

tunes, whom this Demofthenes hath driven out of their native

Country, and whom you have received into your City ; whofe

Temples, Houfes, and Sepulchres, his Avarice and the Perfian.

Gold have totally deftroyed^

But fince you were not perfonally prefent, now with the

Eye of Imagination behold their Afflidions. Imagine you fee

their City taken, their Walls in Ruins, their Houfes in Flames,

their Wives and Children dragged into Slavery, their aged Men

and Women, venerably old, thus late unlearning the happy

Leflbns of Liberty, weeping, imploring your CompafHon, not

angry with their Oppreflbrs, but with the Authors of their

Calamities, conjuring you never to crown this Peft of Greece,

but ftudioufly to avoid the Genius and ill Fortune infeparably

attending upon his Perfon. For neither City, nor Citizen,

who

(23) Lambinus and the Oxford Ed i- Courage, this Coward and Deferter of his

tors point this Paflage differently from Pojl in Battle. DoiStor Taylor gives the

Wolfius. Accoixling to their Punftu- Correftion to Dodor Marldand, and re-

ation it may be tranflated ; The People commends it as more expreflive, and

of Athens crown this Man (if indeed he more agreeable to the Vehemence of an

deferve the 'Name of Man) for his Virtue, Orator.

tbii mofi notorious Villainy and for his
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who purfued the Counfels of Demoflhenes, ever knew an happy

IfTue of their Difputes. But are you not afliamed, Athe-

nians, to have enadled a Law againft the Pilots, who carry Paf-

fengers to Salamis, " if any of them, however unwillingly»

" fhall overfet his Boat, he never (hall be employed in that

*' Station again," to deter them^ whether in Radinefs or Ig-

norance from endangering the Lives of Grecians ; and will you

fuffer a Man, who hath violently overfet both Greece and the

Republic, to fit again at the Helm of your Government, and

dired its CounfeU?

That I may now fpeak to the fourth Period, and the pre-

fent Situation of the Republic, I fhall deiire you to recolledl,^

that Demoflhenes not only deferted as a Soldier from his Pofl

in Battle, but as a Citizen from his Duty in the Commonwealth

;

and embarking precipitately on board one of your Gallies, ex-

torted Money from the Grecians.) Yet when an unexpedled

Peace had reflored him to his Country, trembling and at his

firft Appearance half dead with Fear, he afcended the Tribunal,

and defired you to intruft him with the Care of the Treaty. In

the firft Moments of your Indignation you would not fuffer

even the Name of Demoflhenes to be infcribed on your De-

crees, but gave the Affair in Charge to Nauficles. Yet he now

demands a golden Crown for his fingular deferving. But when

Philip died, and Alexander was eflabliflied on the Throne, dif-

playing again the Monflers of his Imagination, he inflituted

Sacrifices



3IO ORATION OF iESCHINES
Sacrifices to the Manes of Paufanias, (24) and fixed upon the

Senate the Crime of celebrating the joyful News of Philip's

Death by a pubhc Feftival. He then contemptuouily gave

Alexander the Surname of Driveler, and confidently afierted, he

would never ftir out of Macedonia, but hold himfelf extremely

contented in walking round his Capital, and infpeding the En-

trails of his Victims. (25) Thefe Afiertions, he afTured us,

were founded, not upon fimple Conjedures, but upon his own

clear and perfect Science, that Glory is only to be purchafed by

Blood. (26) Thus reafoned the Man, who hath not himfelf a Drop

of Blood in his Veins ; who forms his Judgement of Alexander,

not upon the Genius of Alexander, but upon his own Cowardice.

For Inftance, when the Theflalians refolved to invade the Re-

public, and the young Monarch in the firft Tranfports of his

Anger, nor unreafonable his Anger, had invefled Thebes, De-

mofthenes being appointed your Ambaflador to intercede for the

befieged, betook himfelf to Flight from the very Middle of

Mount

(24) Who wirh a noble Refentment JI^p in a whole Skin. By a Paflage in

killed Philip for an inhuman Outrage Polybius, quoted by Doftor Taylor, it

offered him by one of his Favourites, appears, that it was cuftomary among

and which the Monarch negleded to pu- the Macedonian Monarchs not only to

nifh. infpecSt, but even to handle the Entrails

(25) 'Prohdb\y, before he would venture of their Viftims.

upon any future Expedition. Theie Words, (26) O'V* Ki^otTog Ig-w ^ a^erij uvlu,

Tcc (TTrXxyx^voi (puXxTJovroi, have been if literally trandated is, perhaps, hardly

mod abfurdly rendered by all our Tranf- intelligible. Firttie or Vakur is only to h
lations, except the Italian and an anony- purchafed by Blood; or as Lambinus ren-

mous Latin I ranflator. Procardia fua ders it, virtutem noti mji fanguine compa^

confervaret. Vifcera paterna cuficdire. rari : or Du Vair, ^e le fang efl le prix

Fitn7n confervaret. De conferver fri- de la vertu. If we underfland d^iTyj

tieufement fa perfonne -, and pleafantly the Reputation of Virtue or Valour, the

enough by a latq F.nglifli Tranflator, to Sentiment is juft and of great Dignity,
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Mount Citheron, and returned to Athens, proving himfelf

neither in Peace nor War a valuable, ufeful Citizen.

Yet of all things moft atrocious, U'hile you would neither

furrender him to the Juftice of his Country, nor fuffer him to

be tried in the General Council of Greece, ev-en then did he

furrender you to Alexander, at leaft, if univerfal Report may

be believed. For the Mariners of the Galley, in which he failed,

and the Colleagues ofhisEmbafly to Alexander affert (and their

Afiertion is in itfelf extremely probable) that there is a certain

Youth, called Ariftion, the Son of a Dealer in Drugs, whom

poflibly fome of you may know. This Youth was formerly

difliinguifhed for his Beauty, and lived a confiderable Time in

the Houfe of Demofthenes. What were his Converfation and

Employment there, is Matter of Doubt, and by no Means de-

cent for me to mention. This Ariftion being perfectly un-

known, either with Regard to his Birth, or Manner of Life,,

insinuated himfelf into the Favour of Alexander, and approach-

ed him with much Familiarity. By this Youth Demofthenes.

wrote to Alexander ; obtained a Kind of Pardon ; was after-

wards received into Favour, and pradlifed much abjedl Adula-

tion. Judge from hence, how confiftent this Ajffair with the

Crimes, of which I have accufed him in this Indidlment,

For if Demofthenes had entertained any of the Sentiments

he now profefles, or held Alexander in that hoftile Hatred, he

3 ' pretends^
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pretends, there were three the fairefl: Opportunities offered him

of evincing that Hatred ; none of which, it is apparent, he

ever ufed. The firft, when Alexander was hardly eftablifhed

on the Throne, and leaving his own Kingdom defencelefs and

unfettled had marched into Afia, the Perfian King, who was

then moft powerful in Fleets, and Money, and Armies, yet a-

larmed with the Dangers, that threatened him, would have

gladly received you into the Number of his Confederates. What

Oration, Demofthenes, did you then pronounce ? What Decree

did you then propofe ? Would you have me fuppofe you were

miferably afraid, and yielded to the natural Feeblenefs of your

Conftitution? Yet a Conjundure, upon which depends the

Welfare of a whole People, will not wait for the Timidity of an

Orator. But afterwards, when Darius came down with all hi?

Forces, and Alexander was inclofed in the Streights of Cilicia,

deftitute, as you afferted, of all Support for his Army, and in-

ftantly to be trampled under Foot, (for fo you exprefled it) by

the Perfian Horfe, the City was unable to endure thy tedious

Petulance, or to contain the Epiftles, that hung dangling at

your Fingers Ends, as you walked in procellional Pomp through

the Streets, pointing me out to a certain Faction, as if I carried

Aftonifhment and Defpair in my Face, calling me the Bull

with gilded Horns, and threatening, if any Misfortune happened

to Alexander, that I fhould be crowned for Sacrifice ;
yet not

even then did you perform any one A6lion to prove your Ha-

tred to Alexander, but prudently deferred your Anger to fome

more
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more favourable Opportunity. But paffing over all thefe In-

ftances, I fhall fpeak to the prefent Situation of our Affairs,

The Lacedaemonians and their foreign Soldiery had fortunately

gained a fignal Vidory, and totally defeated a Body of Alexan-

der's Troops encamped near Choragus, a Fortrcfs in Macedonia :

the Eleans ; almoft all the Achacans, and all Arcadia, had a-

bandoned the Party of the Macedonians, excepting Megalo-

polis ; that City too was befiegcd, and in the general Opinion

was every Day expedled to be reduced : Alexander had marched

beyond the North Pole, I might almoft fay, beyond the Boun-

daries of the habitable World : Antipater had loft much Time

in levying an Army, and what the Event would prove was ab-

folutely uncertain. Here then, Demofthenes, inform us, what

Adtion you performed upon this Occafion, and what Oration

you pronounced. If you pleafe, I will refign the Tribunal, till

you have finifhed your Harangue. But ftnce you are filent, I

fhall excufe your Hefttation, and what you then faid, I fliall

now repeat.

Do you not remember thefe abominable and abfurd Expref-

lions, which you, his iron-hearted Audience, were able to

endure. '* There are fome certain Perfons, who prune the

" Commonwealth, like a Vine ; fome lop off the Tendrils of

" our Democracy ; the Nerves of Government are cut afunder;

" we are prcffed and ftitched together in Matts ; fome Folks

Vol. II. S s
(C run
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" run through us, as if we were Needles." (27) Are thefe,

thou Creature of Fraud and Wilinefs, are they human Expref-

lions, or ill-omened and portentous Bodings ? Then turning

yourfelf round on the Tribunal, with the Svviftnefs and Agita-

tion of a Whirl-pool, you declared, as if in all your Adlions you*

had been a determined Enemy to Alexander, " I confefs, I

" formed the Lacedaemonian Confederacy ; I confefs, I influ-

" enced the ThefiaHans and Parrh^ebians to abandon him."

Thou influence the Theffalians ? Couldft thou ever influence

even a Village to abandon him ? Didft thou ever dare to en-

ter, I will not fay, into a City, but even a Houfe, where there

was an Appearance of Danger } No. Indeed where Money

is expended, there you are moft afliduous, but incapable of

any one manly, generous Adlion. Whatever in the natural

Courfe of Things happens more fortunately, you arrogate to

yourfelf, and infcribe your Name upon it. If any Terror ap-

proaches, you betake yourfelf to Flight ; if we grow confident

of our Succefs, you deinand Rewards, and Crowns of Gold.

*' All this is acknowledged. The Man however is a zealous

Defender of our Democracy." If you regard the fpecious Ap-

pearances of his Declamation?, you will be again deceived, as

formerly.

(27) Much good Learning hath been Wolfius and Dodor Taylor. Hyena,
employed to illullrate and explain thefe qui ibouriconnmt noftre ville., qui couppent

very extraordinary Metaphors. But fince les branches du peuple, & les nerfs des

we are told, that the Affair, however affaires. II nous mettent a reftroir,

important, is to be determined by Au- comme de la bourre piquee entre deux

thorities, let us add that of an old Tranf- tollies : vous dirriez qu'ils nous fourrent

lator, Du \'air, to thofc given us by des lardoires dans les felTes.
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formerly. But if you look into his natural Genius, and the

Trutli of Fadls, you cannot be deceived. Let him give you

his own Eftimate of Things, (28) while I confider with you,

what good QuaUties a wife and able democratical Citizen ought

neceffarily to poffefs, and place it in Oppofition to the Charac-

ter of a bad Man, violently zealous for an Oligarchy. When

they were placed in this Oppofition, do you determine which

of them he moft refembles, not in his Words, but Anions.

I THEREFORE imagine you will unanimoufly acknowledge

thefe Requifites are neceffary to conftitute a valuable Republican*

Firft, that he be freeborn both by Father and Mother ; left by

the Misfortune of his Birth he may be malevolently affedled to-

wards thofe Laws, which preferve the Conftitution of his

Country : fecondly, that fome Adt of Beneficence to the Com-

monwealth fhould have been performed by his Anceftors, or,

which is of abfolute NeceiTity, that they had no Refentments

againft her, left he may be influenced by the Defire of reveng-

ing their Misfortunes, to attempt her Deftrudion : thirdly,

that in his conftant Expences he be frugal and temperate, that

he may not be compelled by the Wantonnefs of his Profufion

to take Bribes againft her Interefts : fourthly, that he be a

Man of Probity and Eloquence ; for glorious indeed is that In-

S f 2 tegrity,

(28) AVoXa^ETE 7ra^' aura To'v Xoyov, che egli dice. Italian Translator"

ad verbum, Recipite ab eo rationm-, ied in this Senle, our Commentators in ge-

redlius, llle reddat vobis rat'wnem. Sfe- neral underiland the PafTage.

PHANS. In quefta maniera pigliate quel
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tegrity, which alv/ays direds us to the befl: Meafures, when

joined with Eloquence capable of perfuading our Audience to

purfue them. If however we cannot find thefe Qualities united,,

certainly Probity is ever to be preferred to all the Powers of

fpeaking. Laftly, let him poflefs a generous Spirit of Refo-

lution, that he may never in Times of public Difficulty, and

amidft the Dangers of War, defert the Confl;itution. The Man,

who is zealous for an Oligarchy, is in every Particular the Op-

pofite to this Character. To what Purpofe therefore fhould I

repeat them.

Now confider, whether any Part of the Charadter I have

given of a democratical Republican can be applied to Demoft-

henes, and let the Computation be made with exadleft Juftice.

His Father (for nothing fliould oblige us to utter a Falfehood)

was a Citizen of Athens, but with regard to his Mother and her

Father, I {hall inftrudl you in his Defcent. Gylon, a Native

of an obfcure Attic Village, betrayed a Town in Pont us, at

the Time when the Republic extended her Dominion over that

Country, and having been capitally condemned, fled from A-

thens to avoid the Punifhment he merited. He then paffed over

into Thrace, and received from the Tyrants of that Country,,

as a Reward of his Perfidy, a Trad: of Land, called the Gar-

dens. There he marries a Woman, rich, by Jupiter, and

who brought a very confidcrable Fortune, but by Birth a Scy-

thian. By this Woman he hath two Daughters, whom he

fends
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fends hither with an immenfe Sum of Money, and gives one of

them in Marriage, I muft not fay to whom, that I may not pro-

voke more Enemies. The other, the Father of this Demoft-

benes married in Contempt of the Laws of his Country, and

from Her defcends our egregious Calumniator. By his Defcent

therefore from his Grand-father he is an Enemy to tlie People

of Athens, for they condemned that Grand-father to Death,,

and with regard to his Mother he is a Scythian, a Barbarian,,

a Grecian only in his Language, and from thence even in his

Villanies an Alien and a Foreio-ner.

Now behold him in his Oeconomy. Having ridiculoufly^

fquandered away his paternal Fortune in building Gal lies, he

fuddenly made his Appearance as an Attorney, but being con-

vi£led of having betrayed his Truft in his new Profeffion, and

fhewn the Pleadings of his Clients to their Adverfaries, he

bounded from thence up to the Tribunal. Here he extorted

from the Republic a mighty Sum of Money, which he hath

reduced to almofl: nothing. At prefent the royal Gold of Perfia

hath overflowed him, like an Inundation. (29) Yet even the

Gold

(29) To ^xTtXiKov ^^lkt/ov 67njc£- feems to preferve this Idea in the PafTage

aXvyie Trjv ^uTToivriV ccvri. Thus rendered before us, which might be literally tranf-

by the lad, and, beyond all Comparifon, ^^^^^^ '^^^ ^"^^ '^"^'^ overflowed his Ex-

the beft Edition of our Author, \His T^"^" ' '^'^«"S'^ po H-ip^ our I^anguage

Affairs ivere at a low Ebb, till the Tide '^'" "°^ ^^""^ ^^e Hardinefs of fuch an

cf the Perfian Exchequer flowed in.
j
Yet E^preffion. KAsoTrar^a rtq 'UXii^g

tTTmXv^u gives us, in general, an Idea s7riKXv.croia-c6 ttoXXu %fLi.o-^, cum magnam

of overflowing and Inundation, rather ""^'"^ ^»ri in Eleos efudijfet, or as it might

than the Flux and Reflux of the Sea. It ^^ better rendered, Elees auro imaiJavifet.

4 1 !ic
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Gold of Perfia is not fufficient to fupport his Extravagance.

No Treafures can fatiate a depraved Spirit. In fliort, he now

adually rublifts, not upon his own Revenues, but on your

Dangers. But with regard to his Probity and his Eloquence,

how hath Nature formed him ? Eminent for his Eloquence
j

infamous in his Life. In his Intemperance of Proftitution, he

commits fuch Exceffes, as I am unwilling to mention ; becaule

I have fometinies obferved, that they, who have too curioufly

explained the Turpitude of others, have made themfelves the

Objefts of public Deteftation. Yet what Advantages to the

Republic from his Eloquence ? His Words indeed are excel-

lent j his Adtions vile and fcandalous.

Of his Courage, I have very little to remark. If he himfelf

denied, or you were not confcious of his being a Coward, it

might be neceffary to dwell fomewhat longer on the Proofs.

But fince he confeffes even in your Aflemblies, and you your-

felves are univerfally feniible of his Cowardice, it only remains,

that 1 recall to your Remembrance the 'Laws enad;ed againft

Cowards in general. Solon, your ancient Legiflator, thought

the fame Punifhment fhould beinflided upon him, whorefufed

to cnlif!: ; upon him, who deferted his Ranks, and upon the

natural Coward. There are Indidments for Cowardice. Al-

thouorh

The Word s'Tj-ncXhcroca-x is explained by mentioned, miglit be fiipported by the

e7rt^oi-]jiXevcra(rBi, KUToc^aXSc-oi, ^i<e in- Authority of the Italian. Nondime'io hcra

undavie. ^/a- largiter effudit. Sir id as. ^ damri del Rehanm coperto la ftui fpefa.

The litteral I-ng!ifh Tranflation, above-
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though fome of you may wonder, there fhould be Profecutions

againft the Infirmities of Nature, yet there certainly are. Up-

on what Reafons are they founded ? Upon a View of render-

ing your Soldiers more afraid of the Penalties inflided by the

Laws, than of their Enemies, and thus compelling them to

fight with greater Ardour for their Country. The Lcgiflator

equally excludes from the facred Afperfions in the Temple, (30)

and from all civil Bufmefs in the Forum, the Man, who re-

fufes to cnlift, the natural Coward, and him, who deferts his

Rank in Battle. He does not fuffer them to be crowned ; he for-

bids them to approach the Sacrifices, inftituted in the Name of

the People. And doft thou, Ctefiphon, command us to crown,

whom the Laws forbid to be crowned ? Doft thou by Decree

invite into the Theatre, amidft the foleran Reprefentation of

our Tragedies, the Man, moft unworthy of fuch Honours ?

Invite into the Temple of Bacchus, the Man, who by his

Cowardice hath betrayed all our Temples ? But that I may

not make you wander from the Subje6l, only remember, when

he profefTes his Zeal for the Liberties of the People, to confider

not his Eloquence, but his Life; to mark with Attention not

what he ailerts himfelf to be, but what he really is. //

Since

(3c) ns^i^'^avTyi^iuv koc] T^g oiyoccii. fprinkled by the Priefts. This Cuftom

Qiiafi arcendus eflet ab omnibus con- is Hill prcferved by Roman CathoHcs,

grcfiibus, tarn fans, quam civilibus. who tell us, it was originally a JewiHi

Taylor. A Vefftl, filled with purified Ceremony: as if the Heathens would

or holy Water, was placed at the En- have taken their religious Ceremonies

trance of the Heathen Temples, with ^''om a People, whom they defpiJed and

which the Perfons, who went to worfhip, abhorred,

cither fprinkled themfclves, or were
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Since I have mentioned Crowns and Rewards, wliile I re-

coiled, I will here prophecy to you, Men of Athens, if you

do not reftrain this Profufion of Rewards, and tliefe Crowns

thus inconfiderately beftowed, neither will the Perfons, who

.are honoured by them, return you Thanks for the Favour, nor

will the Affairs of the Republic be betta- diredled. Becaufe

you can never make the vicious Citizen virtuous, but you may

throw the Virtuous into the laft Defpair. That thefe Refledi-

ons are juft, I imagine, I can prove by ftrong Arguments.

For if you were alked, whether the Commonwealth feems at

prefent in a more flourifhing Condition, than in the Days of

our Anceftors, you would unanimoufly confefs, in the Days

of our Anceftors. Were the People at that Time more vir-

tuous, than at prefent ? They were then more eminent in

Virtue, and now far more degenerate. Yet Rewards, and

Crowns, and Proclamations, and the Honour of being main-

tained at the public Expence, were they at that Time more

•numerous, than at prefent? Thefe honourary Rewards were

then mod rare, and even the Name of Virtue was held in

Efteem ; but now, like Veftments often cleaned, thofe Re-

^wards have loft their Luftre, and Crowns are given by a meer

Habitude of giving, not by Judgement or Difcernment.
/

It feems therefore moft unaccountable, if we confider things

with Attention, that Rewards of Merit arc now more frequent,

and the Republic then more powerful ; that the People of Athens

are
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are now more degenerate, and were then more eminent for their

Virtue. I fhall endeavour to explain a Fa6t tlius extraordinary

Can you imagine, Athenians, that any Man either at the Fcf-

tival of Minerva, or the Olympic, or your other public Games,

in which Crowns are given to the Vidlors, would engage

in the feverer, athletic, Exercifes, if the Crown is beflowed,

not upon the moft deferving, but on him, who hath prac-

tifed upon your Votes ? No, certainly. At prefent, to fpeak

my own Sentiments, by the Rarity of the Contention and the

Dignity of the Prize; by the Glory and Immortality, arifmg

from the Vidlory ; there are many, who will with Ardour ex-

pofe themfelves to every Fatigue, fupport the greateft Miferies,

and even endanger their Lives. Imagine yourfelves there-

fore appointed Arbiters in this Contention of civil Virtue, and

then refledl, that if you beftow thefe Crowns upon the Few,

and moft deferving, as the Law diredls, you fhall have many

Competitors for the Prizes of Virtue. But if you gratify who-

ever defires them, or thofe who make ufe of Artifice and In-

trigue to gain them, you will corrupt even the Genius, that was

likely to merit them«

I WOULD willingly explain to you more clearly the Truth of

thefe Obfervations. Tell me then, does Themiftocles, under

whofe Command you conquered the Perfian in the Sea-Fight

at Salamis, or this Deferter of his Rank at Chaeronea, appear

to you the more valuable Citizen ? But Miltiades, who gained

Vol. II, T t the
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the Vidory over the Barbarians at Marathon, or this Demoft-

henes ? But the Leaders, who brought home the People, who

had fled to Phyle for Protedion from the thirty Tyrants ? But

Ariftides, furnamed the Juft; a Surname very different from

that of Demofthenes?— (31) Yet, by all the Deities of O-

lymnus, I do not hold it fitting to mention this Monfter upon

the fame Day with thefe illuftrious Perfons. However let him

prove in his intended Oration, where it was ever decreed, that

any one of thefe great Men fhould be rewarded with a golden

Crown. (32) Was the People ungrateful? No; they were

of too generous a Spirit to be ungrateful. But the Perfons,

who were thus unhonoured, were they unworthy of the Re-

public ? No ; they did not imagine, their Virtues could be

honoured by Decrees or monumental Infcriptions, but by the

orateful Remembrance of their Fellow-Citizens, which even

to this Day continues immortal.

But fome Rewards they received, which deferve to be men-

tioned. At that diftinguiflied Period, in which our Generals^

having: with Fortitude fuftained innumerable Fatigues and Dan-

gers,

(31) A more temperate Orator would Original, will imagine the Words, wllh

himfelf have anfwered thefe violent Inter- a golden Crown, an unfaithful Addition

rogations, or have continued to the two to the Text. But either that Part of the

la(t his ^ Sto?, or this Demofthenes ? prefent Sentence, which mentions the

However, our
'

temperate TranQators, Leaders, who brought home the People

excepting Wolfius, have taken Care to ^^0™ Phyle, fhould be totally omitted,

iupply this apparent Want of gramma- o"" ^e muft read
;^.f

ucr^ re?'«»'^, becaufe

tical Exaftnefs. ^^ ^^'^ hereafter find them crowned with.

(32) The Reader, who confults the ^live. Doctor Markland,
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gersj gained an important Vidtory over the Medcs, in a Battle

fought upon the Banks of the River Strymon, vvlien they return-

ed to Athens they foHcited the People for fome Reward. The

People granted them very fignal Honours, as Honours were then

eftimated, and permitted them to eredl three marble Statues of

Mercury in the Portico of his Temples, but forbad them to

infcribe upon them their own Names, that the Infcription might

be that of the People, not that of the Generals. You ITiall be

convinced by the Verfes themfelves ; for upon the firft of thele

Mercuries is the following Infcription.

Upon the Banks of Strymon's rapid Tide

Thefe Leaders firft the haughty Mede fubdued ;

With direful Famine quell'd their Tyrant's Pride,

And with the avenging Sword their flying War purfued.

Upon the Second.

This Monument a grateful People raife.

To Virtue and illuftrious Worth decreed ;

Here let our Sons behold their Fathers' Praife,

And for the public Weal with Ardour bleed. -

Upon the Third.

On that fam'd Coaft, where great Atrides bled,

Meneftheus our Athenian Forces led

;

A Chief renown'd, in Homer's facred Page,

To form the Battle, and diredt its Rage.

Thus fam'd in War has Athens ever {hone,

Yet made the various Arts of Peace her o\vn.

T t 2 Is
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Is the Name of the Generals infcribed upon any of theie

Mercuries ? No ; that of the People. Approach therefore,

in Imagination, the Portico, for its Paintings called the various,

where you frequently aflemble, and where all the Monuments

of your memorable Adions are depofited. You afk, Athenians,

what I mean by fuch a Propofal ? There the Battle of Marathon

is painted. Who was the Commander in Chief upon that im-

portant Day ? You can all anfwer, Miltiades. Yet his Name

is not written upon the Pidlure. Wherefore ? Did he not

folicit this Reward ? He did folicit, and the People refufed it.

Yet inftead of his Name they permitted him to be drawn the

principal Figure in the Piece, and in an Attitude, that diftin-

guiflied him animating the Soldiers to their Duty. In the

Temple of the Mother of the Gods, near the Senate-Houfe, we

may ftill behold what Rewards you gave the Leaders, who

brought home the People from their Exile in Phyle. Archinus,,

one of thefe Leaders, propofed a Decree, and carried it without

Oppofition, in which he directed, that a thoufand Drachmas

fliould be given to the Perfons, whom he brought home from

Phyle, for Sacrifices and monumental Offerings to the Gods

;

the whole amounting to fomewhat lefs than ten Drachmas, each

Perfon. He then ordered, that they fhould be crowned with

an Olive, not a golden Crown. For in thofe Days a Crown

ol Olive was held in Honour, though now a golden one is de-

fpifed. Nor did he fuffer thefe Crowns to be given without dire

Caution, but direfled the Senate to enquire with their ftri^eft

Care
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Care how many Citizens had been befieged in Phyle, who had

bravely repulfed the Lacedemonians and the thirty Tyrants,

when they attacked that Fortrefs ; not how many had fled

from the Battle of Ch^ronea, upon the Approach of the Enemy,

To prove thefe AfTertions, the Decree fhall be read to you.

The Decree.

Now compare with this Decree, that which Ctefiphon pre-

ferred for crowning Demofthenes, this Author of all our great-

eft Misfortunes.

The Decree.

Bv this Decree the Honours given to thofe, who reftored you

to your Country are wholly defaced. If this be Matter of

Glory, that was full of Turpitude ; if they were juftly rewarded,

this Man is unworthy to be crowned.

But I am informed, Demofthenes will reply, that I deal

unjuftly with him, when I compare his Adions with thofe of

our Anceftors. He will objed:, that Philammon was not crown-

ed in the Olympic Games for vanquifliing Glaucus, the cele-

brated Champion of Antiquity, buthisownperfonal Antagonifts

;

as if we were ignorant, that the Conteft in thefe Games is in-

deed perfonal, but that when we afpire to the Crown of Virtue,

we contend with Virtue herfelf, for whofe fake we are crown-

ed : becaufe the Herald ftiould by no means utter a Falfehood,

when he makes a Proclamation in the Theatre before the gene-

ral
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ral Aflembly of Greece. Do not therefore, Demofthenes, re-

peatedly inform us how far your Adminiftration exceeded that

of Pataecion, but give us fome Inftance of your own manly

Virtue, and then demand thefe Favours from the People. But

that we may not wander too far from the Subjedt, the Secretary

fliall read you the Verfes infcribed to thofe, who reftored the

People to their Country.

Thefe honour'd Wreaths this ancient State beflows.

For when opprefs'd, enflav'd. She bow'd the Head j

Thefe Heroes in her facred Caufe arofe,

Her Chains were broken, and her Tyrants fled.

The Poet fays they were honoured for having deftroyed a Ty-

ranny, that violated the Laws of their Country. For the A-

larm univerfally refounded through the Republic, (33) that the

Conftitution had been ruined by them, who had abolifhed the

Profecutions for propofing new Laws in Contradiction to thofe

already enabled. (34)

My

(^3) "EvavXav, an elegant, and un- oF Expreffion fo remarkable, H^erehat

common Metaphor. Eft autem meta- «nm etiam turn in auribus atque ammis

phora llimpta ab iis, quibus poft tibiaruni
omnium.

Ibnum aures adhuc perfonant. Id eft, (34) TaV_ y^»<p»? rm '?rx^xvof*uv,

tiotum
eft: el inculcatum auribus, ut tibiarum -^» A£iion laid againft the Perfon, who

/onus. Palmer. // rang in our Ear3^
propofed a new Law in Oppofition to an

like the Sound of a 'Trumpet, (if indeed "^'^- This Expreffion recurs ib frequent-

axiXog fignifies a Trumpet) would per- ly» that the Tranflator, apprehenfive it

haps be too bold for a Tranflation. Of "^'S^^ become difguftful to his Readers,

all our Trannators Lambinus alone feems ''^^^ fometimes changed it for any Vio-

to have paid any Attention to a Manner ^'^^^"^ "^ ^^^ ^^^""^ '" general.
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My Father, who died at ninety-five Years of Age, and who

had born a confiderable Share in all the DiftrefTcs of the Com-

monwealth ; has often at his Hours of Leifure informed me,

that as foon as the People had refumed the Government, when-

ever an Adlion was brought before the Judges for propofing

new Laws, the Crime appeared equally atrocious, as if they

violated the Laws, already enadled. For what is there more

execrable, than the Man, who either fpeaks or afts in Violation

of the Laws of his Country ? Very different was the Manner

then, as he informed me, of hearing thefe Caufes, from what

is in Prad;ice at prefent. The Judges were far more fevere a-

gainft the Criminals, than even the Accufer himfelf. They

frequently called back the Clerk, and commanded him to read

again and again the Laws, and the Decree, that propofed any

Alteration in them. Nor were they alone condemned, who

thus contradicted any one whole Law, but they, who altered

even a fingle Syllable. But the Procefs in fuch Caufes now is

abfolutely ridiculous. The Clerk reads the Decree, preferred

againft the Laws, while the Judges, as if they heard fome idle

Ballad, or perhaps a Caufe, in which they were wholly uncon-

cerned, engage their Attention to whatever is moft foreign to

the Pleadings. Thus by the Artifices of Demofthenes you

have admitted this fhameful Cuftom into your Courts of Juflice,

and all your judicial Proceedings are totally perverted. The

Prolecutor in Fact becomes Defendant ; the Criminal turns

Profecutor, and the Judges not feldom forget the Caufe, upon

I which.
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which they are to pronounce Judgement. They are therefore

of Neceflity compelled to give Sentence upon Points, which

liave not appeared to them in the Trial, and of which they

confequently cannot ftridlly be Judges. ^If the Criminal con-

defcends to touch upon the Merits of the Caufe, he does not

defend himfelf by proving, that he has not propofed an illegal

Decree, but that others, who have preferred Decrees equallycon-

trary to the Laws, have efcaped unpunifhed. Upon this Plea,

I am told, that Ctefiphon is highly confident and affured.

Aristophon had once in your Aflembly the Effrontery to

glory in his having been tried upon feventy-five Indidlments for

illegal Decrees. Not fb the ancient Cephalus, efteemed the

moll zealous Defender of republican Principles. He gloried in

the very oppofite Condudl, when he declared he had written

more Decrees, than ever any other Citizen, and yet had never

been accufed of contradidling any Law. A juft, in my Opini-

on, and a laudable Boaft. For not only they, who had taken

different Parties in the Adminiftration, impeached each other,

but Friends then giccufed Friends, if they were guilty of any

thing injurious to the Republic. You will be convinced by

the following Jnftance. Archinus impeached Thralybulus for

having, in Contradidtion to an exprefs Law, decreed a Crown

to one of thofe, who returned with him from Phyle. Thraly-

bulus was condemned, however recent his good Services, which

his Judges very lightly regarded j becaufe they imagined, that

as
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as he had brought home the People from Phyle, (o he now

intended, by tliis violent Infringement of the Laws, to drive

them again out of their Country.

Not fuchi^ ourprefent Conduit. Indeed the very contrary

Pradice prevails. Your ableft Generals, and even the Perfons,

who are maintained for their fuperior Virtue at the public Ex-

pence, folicit you to pardon thefe Criminals, when they are

pfofecuted. You may with Juftice charge them with Ingratitude.

For if he, who hath been honoured in a democratical Govern-

ment ; in this Republic, which owes its Being to the Prote6lion

of the Gods, and a due Obfervance of the Laws, dares to pa-

tronize the Violators of thofe Laws, he fubverts that Polity,

from which he received his Honours. What Kind of Defence

therefore may a wife and equitable Citizen be allowed to make

in Favour of the Criminal ? I will inform you. The Day ot

Trial for thefe Caufes is divided into three Parts. The Iirfl; is

given to the Profecutor, to the Laws and the Conititution : the

fecond to the Defendant and his Advocates. It the Criminal be

not acquitted by your firfl Sentence, the third Part is appointed

for his Puniiliment, and the jufl Severity of your Indignation.

Whoever therefore in the Part allotted for his Punifliment in-

treats your Favour, only deprecates the yuilice of your In-

dignation ; but He, who folicits your Suffrages to acquit

the Criminal, folicits you to violate your Oath, to violate the

Laws, to violate the Conftitution. He folicits a Favour, which

Vol. IL U u it
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it is impious to aflc, and impious to grant. Order them

therefore to fufFer you to pronounce Judgement according to

your Laws, and let them then apply for a Mitigation of the

Punifhment.j

As for my own Opinion, Athenians, I could almoft declare,

that in Caufes, at lead of this Kind, you fliould exprefsly for-

bid the Ule of Advocates and Pleaders both to the Profecutor

and Defendant. Becaufe, Juftice is not vague and undeter-

mined. It is bounded by the ' Limits of your Laws. As in

Mechanics, when we defire to know whether a Line be ftraight

or crooked, we bring the Rule, by which they are diftinguifh-

ed ; fo in Trials of this Kind the Rule of Juftice is always

ready for the Proof ; I mean the Table of our Laws, by which

we may difcern the Difagreement between the Decree, and the

Laws it contradidts. If you can demonftrate, Ctefiphon, any

Agreement between them in the prefent Inftance, you may de-

fcend from the Tribunal. Wherefore is it neceffary to invoke

the Aflifiance of Demofthenes ? Yet when you tranfgrefs the

Bounds of a legal Defence, and call this Worker of Iniquity, this

Artificer of Words, to your AfTiftance, you fteal away our At-

tention, you wound the Republic, you fubvert its Democracy.

What Method fliall we End to efcape this Influence of

Words ?" I will inform you. When Ctefiphon comes forward

on the Tribunal, and pompoufly pronounces the Speech De-

cc

2 '^mofthenes
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mofthenes hath made ; when he tedioufly confumes your Time,

nor offers one reafonable Argument in his Defence, defire him,

without Noife or Tumult to take this Table of our Laws, and

compare it with his own Decree. If he pretends not to hear

you, determine not to hear Him ; for you do not come hither

to liften to them, who would avoid an equitable Trial, but to

them, who are willing to rely upon the Juftice of their De-

fence. But if he irregularly refufes to plead his own Caufe,

and calls Demofthenes to his Aid, be greatly cautious of admit-

ting this Author of Mifchief, who prefumes, he fliall be able

by the meer Power of Words to fubvert your Laws. When

Cteliphon therefore defires your Leave to call Demofthenes, let

not any Man account it Matter of Merit, to be the firft, who

fhall clamoroufly repeat " Call him ; call him." For you

call him againft yourfelves ; you call him againft the Laws

;

you call him againft your Democracy.

If however you think proper to hear him, at leafl: require of

him to make his Defence in the fame Order I have obferved in

his Accufation. But indeed (that I may engage you to recol-

le6l) what Order have I obferved in accufing him ? I neither

entered, at firft, into his private Life, nor mentioned his pub-

lic Offences, although I might furely find abundant Proofs a-

gainft him, if I be not of all Mankind the fimpleft. ^Eut I

firft laid before you the Laws, which exprefsly forbid Ctefi-

phon to crown the Citizen, who hath not been legally difcharg-

U u 2 ed
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ed from his Office by paffing his Accounts. I then convltfted

him of having decreed a Crown to Demofthenes, who was yet

accountable for his Employment, and even without giving any

fpecious Praetext for his Decree, or inferring the ufual Form,,

*' if he have paiTed his Accounts," but a6Hng through the

whole Affair with an abfolute Contempt both of you, and the

Laws., I mentioned the Objections he would probably make,

and which I think well deferve to be remembered. I then

/ran over your Proclamation-Laws, in which it is pofitively de-

clared, that the Perfon, whom the People have honoured with

a Crown, fhall not be proclaimed except in their own Allem-

blies. Yet Ctefiphon hath not only violated the Laws them-

felves, but every Circumftance of Time and Place with Regard

to the Proclamation, when he commands it to be made in the

Theatre, not in your Aflembly ; not when the People are

affembling, but when the Tragedians are entering upon the

Stage. I afterwards made fome few Remarks upon his private.

Character, and iniifted more largely upon his public Crimes.

You fbould therefore in Juflice oblige Demofthenes to make

his Defence in the fame Order ; firft, with Regard to the Law,

that obliges Magiflrates to pafs their Accounts of Office ; next,

the Law, that regulates our Proclamations ; and laftly, which

is the capital Article, let him diiprove his being unworthy of

any Reward. If he fhould intreat you to comply with his own

Arrangement of his Oration, and promife at the End of his

Apology



AGAINST CTESIPHON.
22>Z

Apology to clear himfelf from the Charge of violating the

Laws, do not comply. Be mod: aflured it is an Artifice to

impofe upon the Court. He never will attempt to vindicate

himfelf from this Charge, and having nothing valid or honefl: to

urge in his Defence, he will engage you, by introducing what-

ever is mod foreign to the Purpofe, to forget the real State of

this Profecution. As therefore in our gymnaftic Exercifes you

behold the Wredlers mutually drugling for Advantage of the

Ground, fo fhould you, as Wreftlcrs for your Country, contend

with him, even the whole Day, for this Advantage of Order.

Suffer him not to wander beyond the Bounds of the Article,

that charges him with the Violation of our Lawsj but fixed

and unmoveable in your Attention compel him, drive him into

the Proofs of his Defence, and heedfully guard all the Windings

of his Difcourfe, by which he intends to efcape. (35)

What Confequences will attend any other Manner of Proceed-

ing, I think myfelf in Juftice bound to foretell. Ctefiphon

will violently introduce this Impodor ; this public Spoiler; this

Deftroyer of our Polity ; who weeps more eafily, than others

laugh, and of all Mankind perjures himfelf with greateft Dex-

terity. Nor fhould I greatly wonder, if he fliould change his

ufual

(35) All the Terms of this Sentence, conjeftural Reading propofed by Doftor

\yKxB-/j^B)/oi, ivs^piuovTig, tiTeXxvvsTe, Markland, ittyiXauvers ng rig th Tr^ay-

eKT^OTTccg, ftrongly exprefs the Ideas of fjcxrog o^ovg, which, befides the Autho-

driving a wild Beaft into the Toils, al- rity of the Italian Trandator quoted by

though not yet underftood in that Senfe Dodor Taylor, is fupported by Du Vair,

by our Tranflators. They likewife add Ne fermettez point qti'il forte hors de:

much Probability to a very ingenious termes de la trangrejjion d:s loix..

8
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ufual Arts of Tears and Perjuries into Calumnies againft our

Audience, and affert, that the Patrons of Oligarchy ; its avow-

ed, acknowledged Patrons, appear in Favour of the Profecutor,

while they, who are zealous for a popular Government, fupport

the accufed. To thefe AlTertions, intended only to divide the

People into Parties and Fadions, return this Anfwer, " If the

" Perfons, who brought home our Citizens from Phyle, had

^' refembled you, Demofthenes, this democratical Form of

*' Government had never been eftablifhed. But they, amidil

«' the moft dangerous Conjunctures, preferved the Republic by

*' proclaiming that noblefl Sentiment of Wifdom and Huma-

*' nity, A general Indemnity for all past Offences.

*' But you tear open the Wounds of your Country, and are more

*' anxious for the Succefs of thefe your daily Declamations,

" than for the Safety of the Commonwealth."

But when this common Perjurer fhall fly for Refuge to that

Credit generally given to Oaths, defire him to recolledl, that He,

who often perjures himfelf, yet ftill demands to be believed upon

his Oath, fliould undoubtedly have (what undoubtedly Demoft-

henes hath not) either new Gods, or not the fame Audience.

With Regard to his Tears, and that pathetic Tone of Voice,

when he fhall afk you with repeated Vehemence, " Whither

" fhall I fly, Athenians, if you banifh me from this Republic ?

" There is not whither I may diredt my Flight;" objedt in

your Turn, " But the People of Athens ; whither fhall They

'' fly,
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*' fly, Demofthenes ? To what military Strength of their Al-

" lies? To what Treafurcs ? What Defence have you pro-

" vided for them during your Adminiflration ? How very

" wifely you have confulted your own Safety, we all behold.

" For although you have left Athens, (36) you do not really

" live, as you pretend, in the Pyrseum, but have taken your

" Refidence in that Harbour, for your more eafy Efcape from

" the Vengeance of the Republic. Neither are we ignorant,

** what ample Provifion you have made for your Cowardice

" during your Voyage, in Perfian Gold, and the Treafures,.

" of which you have plundered your Country."

But indeed why thefe Tears ? Wherefore this Clamour ?

Why this vehement Tone of Voice? Is not Ctefiphon the

Perfon indicHied ? Is not his Fine yet undetermined ? (3 7) Nei-

ther your Fortune, your Life, or Reputation are interefted in

the Trial. But really for what is he thus extremely felicitous ?

For Crowns of Gold, and Proclamations in the Theatre, in di-

red: Violation of our Laws. If the People either abfolutely

frantick, or totally forgetting the prefent unhappy Situation of

their

(^6) It feems Demofthenes had left let us endeavour to give the general Senfe

his ufual Dw'elling in the City, and gone of it, as underftnod by Heraldus, quoted

to live in the Pyrsum

—

Front v.-hence by Doclor Taylor. Is net this Lid:Sl-

tberefcre thefe Tears, thefe pathetic Ex- ment one of thofe, in which the Penalty or

ctamaticns upon the Apprehenfion of being Fine is not determined by our Lazvs, and

bani/hed ? You have already left your confeqiiently not to he exaHed with Rigour ?

Country. Tou are preparing to fly from is it not finally to be decided by our Judges,

ber for ever. "jaith whom Interefl and Compaffion may

{ly) Inflead of engaging in the Dif- prevail to moderate the Severity of their

putes of the Learned upon this Paffige, Sentence ?
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their Country, could at fucli an unfeafonable Time confent to

lionour him with this Grown, it were his Duty to come into the

Afiembly and declare, '' Men of Athens, I receivi, this Crov/n

" with Gratitude, but I cannot approve of the Time, in which

" it is proclaimed. For it were moft unfit, that the Calami-

""
ties, which the Commonwealth has lam.ented with every

" publick Mark of Sorrow and Defpair ; for thefe very Cala-

** mities I fliould be crowned." Such, in my Judgement,

would be the Language of a Man, who was nurtured in Virtue

;

but your Anfwer, Demofthenes, will be fuch as a Wretch de-

voted, the very Outcaft of Mankind, would pronounce from

his Deteftation of even an Appearance of Virtue.

Nor, by Hercules, ought we to be alarmed, that this Man

of Magnanimity; this Hero, difiingui/lied in the Science of

War, when difappointed of an Honour, the peculiar Reward

of Valour, fliould return home, and put himfelf to a violent

Death. So ridiculous to Him appears your Ardour for Glory,

that a thoufand Times hath he himfelf covered over with

Wounds his own accurfed Head, (that Head, which is flill

cxpofcd to public Juftice for not having pafTed his Accounts ;

that Head, which Ctefiphon, in Contempt of our Laws, hath

decreed fliali be crowned) and afterwards recovered large Da-

mages, by Adions of Battery, for thofe very Wounds, which

he had moft providently given to Himfelf. Then he hath been

fo buffeted, that I verily believe the Traces of Midias his

Knuckles
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Knuckles are ftill confpicuous in his Countenance. For this

Demofthenes hath not an Head upon his Shoulders, but an

Eftate of very ample Revenue. (38)

With Regard to Ctefiphon, the Author of this Decree, I

would willingly mention fome few Particulars. Many others I

fhall pafs over in Silence, that I may try an Experiment, whe-

ther you are able, without any previous Inftrudlion, to diftin-

guifli between thefe two egregious Villains. I fhall only tell

you, what with equal Juftice may be afferted of them both.

They walk about the Forum, conceiving fuch Sentiments of

each other, as are indifputably true, and uttering thofe Senti-

ments in fuch Language, as cannot pofTibly be falfe. Ctefi-

phon fays, he is not alarmed for himfelf (for he hopes he fhall

be thought an infignificant, fimple Fellow) but he acknow-

ledges, that he trembles for the Peculation of Demofthenes

during his Adminiftration, for his total Stupefadion of Spirit,

and his Cowardice in the Day of Battle. As for Demofthenes,

he declares, that when he confiders only his own Concernments

in this Trial, he is extremely confident of Succefs ; but confef^

fes himfelf ftrongly terrified for Ctefiphon's Villainies and Infa-

VoL. IJ. X X my.

(38) One of our Commentators, in a cleaves open Jupiter's Head with his Axe,

Letter to Doftor Taylor, calls this a cold, and fees Minerva ifluing forth, armed

infipid Jeft, and propofes to add Force cap-a-pie, he cries our, Tou have a Camp

and Spirit to it, by reading KetpccXexi'ov ^P"" y°"^' Shoulders, not an Head. But

inftead of -n^ocohv, which he calls a
Lucian, it feems, was content with the

Gloflary-Reading, 0\ ;cs(p«A/>, «AX«
GloOary of tt.oVo^ov, or was not a.Cri-

^s(p<,Xolm. When Lucian's Vulcan ^'^ '" ^^'^ ^'" ^ ""'"'"'" °^' P""ni"g-
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my. You therefore, who are their common Judges, can cer-

tainly never acquit them of thofe Crimes, of which they have

mutually condemned each other.

I SHALL now briefly mention the perfonal Invedives, with

which they purpofe to abufe me. Demofthenes will affirm,,

that the Commonwealth has been fignally indebted to his Ser-

vices, and that I have injured her in a thoufand Inftances ; that

Philip and Alexander, and all the Calamities, they brought

upon the Republic, are to be imputed to me. But fo violent,

it feems, is this Operator of Words, as not to hold it fufficient

to accufe me of Errours, chat I might have pofiibly committed

in my public Miniftry, or in my Speeches, as an Orator, but

calumniates the privacy of my Life, fince I retired from Bufi-

nefs, and impeaches even my Silence. But that no Topic of

Calumny may be ncgle6led, he feverely cenfures the Time I

fpend in converfing with our Youth in their Academies. (39)

Even in the Beginning of his Harangue he reprefents this very

Profecution as criminal, which he pronounces was not under-

taken, out of Zeal for the Public, but to gratiate myfelf with

Alexander by difplaying my Hatred to Demofthenes. Nay, by

the Gods, as I am informed, hedefigns to queftion me, where-

fore I now impeach the whole of his Adminiftration, yet never

oppofed,

(39) Tourreil imagines, that Demoft- their Applaiife for his Eloquence, ^lam

henes ridiculed j^fchines for the Vanity pulchrum digito monftrari & d:cier, hie eft.

of fhcwing himfelf among the young Perhaps, fomething Icfs innocent is iii-

People ia their Exercifes, and foliciting tended.

2
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oppofed, never accufed him for any fingle Part ; wherefore,

after fo long an Interval, in which I very feldom appeared in

public Bufinefs, I now prefer this Accufation againft him.

But I am neither ambitious of imitating the Converfation of

Demofthenes, nor afliamed of my own. The Speeches I have

made in this Aflembly, I neither wifh unfpoken, nor would ac-

cept of Life upon the Terms of having pronounced his Decla-

mations. The Temperance of my Life, Demofthenes, hath

given and preferved to me, that Silence you calumniate. Con-

tented with my Httle Fortune, I do not fordidly wifli for more.

From thence I am either filent, or I fpeak, as I am influenced

by Judgement or Inclination ; not compelled by the profligate

Expence of luxurious Appetites. But you, I conceive, when

you have received your Price, are moft profoundly fllcnt : when

you have laviflied it away, grow clamorous again. On the con-

trary, you never ipeak, either when, or what you pleafe, but

when and what your Paymafters command. Nor are you a-

fhamed of boafting in your Vanity, what the next, immediate

Hour convidls of Falfehood. Even this Profecution, which you

afllire us was undertaken, not for the Sake of the Common-

wealth, but to ingratiate myfelf with Alexander, was begun

while Philip was yet alive; when Alexander was not yet feated

on the Throne ; before you had feen your Viflons of Paufanias,

or held your nodlurnal Dialogues with Juno and Minerva.

X x 2 How
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How then could I have intended this Adulation to Alexander,

unlefs I had feen Vifions, like Demofthenes ?

But you reproach me, for not attending conftantly upon

our public Councils ; for coming only occafionally into our

Aflemblies, and imagine we are ignorant, that you have bor-

rowed this political Sentiment, not from a democratical, but

another Form of Government. For in Oligarchies the Privi-

lege of impeaching a State-Criminal is granted only to the Per-

fons, to whom the Adminifkration is intrufted ; but in a demo-

cratical Conftitution, every Citizen, who pleafes, and at what

Time he pleafes, hath a Right of preferring thefe Indidments.

In Anfwer to his other Objedlion ; to fpeak only upon particu-

lar Occafions is indifputably the Character of a Minifter, who

confiders the juft Importance and Utility of every Conjundure;

but never to let a fingle Day pafs over in Silence, is the certain

Mark of a Mercenary, who fets his Eloquence to Sale, and talks

for his Wages.

If you fly for Refuge to fuch Aflertions as thefe, that you

were never impeached by me before, nor have yet fuffered the

Punifliment due to your Crimes; you muft either imagine your

Audience extremely forgetful, or deceive yourfelf by your own

Sophiftry. For as it is indeed a confiderable Time fmce you

were publicly convided by Me for your impious Negotiations

with the Amphiflbans, and your Peculations in Euboea, you

may
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may flatter yourfelf perhaps, that the People no longer remem-

ber them. But what Length of Time can ever hide in Oblivion

your Rapines in our Navy ? When you propofed a Law for

fitting out three hundred Gallies, and perfuadcd the Athenians

to make you chief Diredor of their Marine, I then convided

you of having robbed our Trierarchs of a Sum fufficient to have

equipped fixty-five light armed Gallies, and thus defrauded the

Republic of a greater Fleet, than that with which the Atheni-

ans won the fignal Vidory over the Lacedaemonians, and thcif

Admiral Pollis.

Yet fo ftrongly have you intrenched yourfelf in Calumnies

and Accufations againft the Punifhment you deferve, that there

is lefs Danger for the Criminal, who defends, than for them,

who make the Attack j while by perpetually bringing Alexan-

der and Philip into your Declamations, with abundant Invec-

tives againft them, and by accufing fome of our Citizens of

retarding the Operations of the Commonwealth in her moft

favourable Conjundures, you really loft every then prefent Oc-

cafion of adting, yet with many a vain-glorious Promife for the

future. Laftly, when I had refolved to bring you to a Trial,

did you not contrive to have Anaxinus, a Merchant then pur-

chafing Goods at Olympias, arrefted ? You ordered him to

be put to the Torture, having firft with your own Hand writ-

ten the Decree, that condenuied him to fuffer Death. Yet

with this very Man you lived at Oreumj you eat, you drank,

you
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you poured forth your Libations to the Gods at the fame Table;

you gave him your Hand, that facred Pledge of Friendfhip and

Hofpitality ;
yet this very Man you murdered. When I had

convided you of thefe Crimes in Prefence of the whole Atheni-

an People ; when L called you the Murderer of your Hoft,

you denied not the impious Deed, but returned an Anfwer, at

which the People, and the Strangers, who ftood round the Af-

fembly, cried out with Horrour and Indignation. You declared,

you far preferred the facred Rights of Hofpl.ality in Athens, to

the Friendfhip of any foreign Table.

His forged Letters I pafs over in Silence ; his arrefting pre-

tended Spies ; his Inquifitions by Torture for Crimes, that

never were committed ; as if I had formed a Confpiracy to in-

troduce fome Innovations into our Conftitution. Yet he now

intends, as I am informed, to a/k me, what Character would

that Phyfician deferve, who during his Patient's Illnefs refufed

to prefcribe for him, yet after his Death fliould go to his Fu-

neral, and pompoudy difplay to his Relations the Prefcriptions,

which if he had carefully followed, he had recovered his Health?

But you never afk yourfelf, Demofthenes, what Kind of De-

magogue is He, whofe Power confifls in foothing the People

with his Adulation ; who could vilely bai;i:er away thofe criticg.1

Conjundlures, which might have preferved his Country ; who by

his Calumnies hath deterred every prudent Citizen from giving

his Advice; who after having ignominioully fled from the

Danger
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Danger of Battle, and expofed the Republic to Calamities mod

irremediable, now thinks himfelf worthy of being crowned for

his Virtues ; He, who never performed one meritorious A6lion;

He, the fole Caufe ot all our Misfortunes ? Then let him ve-

hemently demand ofthofe, whom by flanderous Accufations he

hath driven from the Adminiflration, at a Time when they might

have preferved the Commonwealth, let him demand, why they

did not oppofe him in thefe pernicious Schemes. They may

return this Anfwcr ; " immediately after the Battle we had not

*' Leifure for your PuniOiment, but were employed in difpatch-

" ing EmbalHes for the Safety of the Republic." But when

unfatisfied with efcaping with impunity, you claim Rewards

and Honours, making Athens ridiculous in the Eyes of Greece,

I then ftood forth to oppofe ; I then preferred this Indidment.

But, by all the Deities of Olympus, I mofl impatiently rc-

fent his intending, as I am informed, to compare mc, in my

Genius for Eloquence, to the Syrens, by whom their Hearers

are not enchanted only, but deftroyed. Thus, whatever Talents

I poffefs from Nature, or have improved by Pradice and Ex-

perience are ever fatal to my Audience. Such Language with

regard to me, I am well aflured, is moft unfit for any Man, to

utter (and furely it is infamous, that an Accufer fhould be un-

able to prove what he aflerts as a Fad) or if ever it were ne-

cefTary, yet it certainly ought not to be the Language of Demoft-

henes. It can be proper only for fome gallant General, who

having
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having performed many fignal Services for his Country, and

being little powerful in his Elocution, envies the Talents of

his Adverfaries. He is confcious of his own Inability to defcribe

with Advantage thofe Adions, he had worthily performed, while

he beholds his Accufer enabled by his Eloquence to convince

his Audience of the Reality of thofe A6lions, which in Truth

he never performed. But when a Man abfolutely compared

of Words ; the Words of Bitternefs, and chofen with exquifite

Curiofity ; that fuch a Man fhould pretend to rely upon an

artlefs Simplicity of fpeaking, ora meer Reprefentation of Fadls,

is it not moft intolerable? A Man, whofe Tongue is his only

Merit. Take that away, the Remainder of him is as worthlefs,

as a tonguelefs Pipe. (40)

I REALLY wonder, Athenians, and would gladly know, up-

on what Motives you will acquit Cteliphon of this Indidlment ?

Becaufe his Decree is agreeable to your Laws ? Nothing was

ever more illegal. Becaufe he merits not the Trouble of pu-

nifhing ? you never can have any Rules to dired the Lives and

Manners of our People, if this Man is acquitted. But is it not

truly deplorable, that formerly this Orcheftra was filled with

Crowns of Gold, prefented by the States of Greece to the Peo-

ple of Athens upon this Day, appointed to receive them with

greater Solemnity, and now, when by the unhappy Politics of

Demofl-

(jo) A thin Plate, cut in the Shape of the Pipe; perhaps not unlike the

of a I'ongue, was fixed in the Mouth Reeds of our Hautboys.
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Demofthenes, you are neither honoured with Crowns or Procla-

mations, fliall Demofthenes himfelf be proclaimed ? Yet if any

of our Tragic Poets, whofe PJays fliall be brought upon the

Stage immediately after the Ceremony of his being crowned,

fhould introduce Therfltes crowned by the Greeks, you never

would endure it; becaufe Homer calls him a Coward and a

Calumniator. But if you crown our prefent Therfites, do you

not imagine, the Grecians will treat you with the utmofl: De-

rifion and Contempt?

Your Anceftors afcribed whatever was glorious and fplendid

in their A6lions to the People ; whatever was lefs important, or

lefs fuccefsful was imputed to the Counfels of their corrupted

Orators. But Ctefiphon is of Opinion, we fhould take away

our prefent Ignominy from Demofthenes, and tranfer it to the

People. You profefs yourfelves moft happy in the good Favour

of Fortune, and with Reafon make the Profefllon. Will you

therefore by your own Decree declare, you are deferted by For-

tune, and preferved by Demofthenes ? Yet of all things moft

abfurd, in thefe very Courts of Juftice you brand with Infamy

the Man, who has been convifted upon an Adion of Bribery,

and will you crown this Demofthenes, whofe whole Admi-

niftration you are confcious hath been corrupt ? You rigoroufly

fine the Judges, who do not impartially diftribute the Prizes

to the Dancers in our Bacchanalian Games, and will you, who

are appointed Judges, not of Dances, but of Laws and civil

Vol. II. Y y Virtue,
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Virtue, will you diftribute the Prizes, not as the Law diredls,

not to the few and the deferving, but to Him, who hath prac-

tifed for them by briguing and Fadlion ? When a Judge of this

Character leaves the Court, he hath weakened his own Autho-

rity, and ftrengthened the Power of the Orator. For every pri-

vate Citizen in a democratical Government hath in himfelf the

Majefly of Kings, by the Protedlion of the Laws, and the Free-

dom of his Vote, by which thofe Laws are enadted. But the

Moment he refigns thefe Prerogatives to another, he hath abfo-

lutely annulled his own Sovereignty. Befides, the Oath, by

which he was engaged to judge with Impartiality, perpetually

attends upon him and torments him (for in the Violation of that

Oath, I fuppofe, confifts his Crime) while the Favour itfelf,

which he defigned to confer, is totally loll, and even unknown

to the Perfon, whom he purpofed to oblige, becaufe his Suffrage,

which is given by Balot, cannot be publicly known.

We {eem, Athenians, in my Judgement, to be at once both

fortunate and imprudent in our Adminiftration of the Com-

monwealth. That in the prefent Conjundlure of Affairs the

Many have refigned to the Few the very Strength of our Con-

flitution, I cannot approve ; but that a greater Harvefi: of Ora-

tors, both wicked to conceive and bold to execute, hath not

rifen from this Refignation, I deem a peculiar Inftance of our

good Fortune. Our Democracy formerly produced Men of

tiiis Charader in Abundance, who, like the prefent Race,

eafily
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eafily foothed the People to Ruin with their Flattery. For the

People were delighted with being flattered, and thus were op-

prefled, not by thofe, whom they dreaded, as dangerous, but

by them, in whom they confided. Some of them were after-

wards among the Number of your thirty Tyrants, who flaugh-

tered more than fifteen hundred Citizens without the common

Forms of a Trial, or informing them for what Crimes they

were to fuffer Death ; who would not permit their Relations

to attend their Funerals, or pay them the laft, decent Rites of

Sepulture. Will you not then keep fuch Minifters in due Sub-

jedlion to your Authority .? Will you not humble fuch info-

lent Spirits, and banifh them to other Climes ? Will you not

recolledl, that none ever attempted the Ruin of a popular State,

until they had affumed a Power fuperiour to the Juftice of our

Courts ?

I COULD with Pleafure, Athenians, argue with the Author

of this Decree in your Prefence, and afk, for what good Ser-

vices Demofthenes deferves to be crowned. If, Ctefiphon, you

alTert, as in the Opening of your Decree, becaufe he hath fiir-

rounded our Walls with very magnificent Intrenchments, thou

art to me an Objedl of Admiration. For greater is the Guilt

of having rendered thefe Fortifications necefTary, than is the

Merit of having executed them with what Dignity foever. He,

who afTumes to himfelf the Reputation of having wifely govern-

ed the Commonwealth, fbould not demand an honorary Re-

Y y 2 war d
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ward for fortifying our Walls with Ramparts and Intrenchments,

or impioufly violating the Sepulchres of the dead, (41) but

producing for her fome real Advantage. If you proceed to the

fecond Article of your Decree, in which you have the Confi-

dence to affirm, that he is an eminently good Man, and con-

ftantly directs all his Words and Adions to the Service of the

Athenian People, throw away this Vanity and Pomp of Ex-

preffion ; come to Fads and prove what you affirm. His Pe-

culation with Regard to the Amphiifeans and Eubceans, I

willingly pafs over ; but when you afcribe to him the Caufes,

which produced our Alliance with the Thebans, you impofe

upon the ignorant, and affi-ont the knowing, who are confcious

of the Falfehood. For while you fupprefs the Circumftances

of that important Conjundure, nor mention the Glory of this

People now alTembled round us, by which that Alliance was

really concluded, you imagine we do not perceive, you attribute to

Demofthenes an Honour, that of Right belongs to the Republic.

How

(41) We have herean Tnftance of per- build the Walls of Athens, he ordered,

haps the boldeft Figure in Rhetoric. The that the Materials fhould be collefled from

Orator is proceeding with Impetiiofity every other Building, private or pubhc
;

and Vehemence in his Defcription of the facred or profane. From thence, ex

Magiftrate, who may juftly demand the facellisy fepulchrilque muri ccnjlarent. The.

Honour of being crowned by his Coun- Walls were hnilt of the Stories of Se-

try. Not he^ who fortifies the City with pulchres and Temples. Corn. Nepos.

Ramparts ; furroiinds it with Intrench- Demofthenes therefore, by whom they

ments., and here he flops at once, are now repaired, muft have neccffiirily

and contrary to Expeftation, who deftroys removed fome of thefe fepulchral Stones,

the Sepulchres of our yhicejlors ; an Aft, and confequently have in Faft been guilty

of all others mod impious. Thre Faft of that Impiety, with which he is charged.

is expL'.ined by IJiftory. When The- Taylor.

miftoclcs had perfuaded the Athenians to
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How extravagant the Infolence of this Proceeding I fhall en-

deavour to demonftrate by this one fignal Inftance. The King

of Perfia, fome little Time before Alexander's Expedition into

Alia, fent the People of Athens an affronting and barbarian

Letter, in which among other ill-mannered ExprefTions he

wrote at the Conclufion, " I fhall give you no Gold ; impor-

" tune me no more
;
you never fhall receive any." Yet this very

Monarch, when furrounded with Dangers, which ftill prefs hard

upon him, without any Requefl from the People of Athens vo-

luntarily fent them three hundred Talents, which with a no-

ble Moderation they refufed to accept. Thus a critical Con-

jun6lure, his own Terrours, and his Want of Allies, offered to

us the Perfian Gold, and the very fame Caufes operated in our

Alliance with the Thebans. Yet you, Demofthenes, are ever

clamoroufly repeating the Name of Thebes, and that unfortu-

nate Alliance, but are profoundly filent with Regard to the

feventy Talents of Perfian Gold, which you fecreted for your

own Purpofes. Yet was it not evidently for Want of Money,

even of five Talents, that their Mercenaries refufed to deliver

up their Citadel to the Thebans ? When the Arcadians had

taken the Field with all their Forces, and their Generals were

ready to enter upon Adion, was not the whole Expedition loft,

meerly for Want of nine Talents ? However you are rich, and

able to fupport the Expence of your luxurious Pleafures. In

very Fad:, the royal Gold he referves to himfelf, and leaves to

you the Dangers of his Adminiftration.

But
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But their Want of common Senfe is worthy of your Confi-

deration. For if Ctefiphon fhall dare to call Demofthenes to

his Affiftance ; if he fhould come forward and pronounce his

own Encomium, the very liftening to him will be more into-

lerable, than all the Calamities you have fuffered by his Mi-

niftry. Becaufe, if we can ill endure even perfons of real Me-

rit, of whofe great and glorious Adions we are perfectly

confcious, when they proclaim their own Praifes, who can

have Fortitude enough to hear a Man, the Difhonour and

Reproach of the Commonwealth, il: he fliotild pronounce his

own Panegyric? You will therefore, Ctefiphon, if you are

wife, delifl: from fuch an impudent Experiment, and make your

own Defence. You cannot excufe yourfelf by any pretended

Want of Eloquence ; for it were abfurd indeed, that you, who

formerly fuiTered yourfelf to be elected Ambaflador to Cleopa-

tra, the Davighter of Philip, to condole with her upon the

Death of her Hufband Alexander, fhould now declare you are

not a very able Orator. (42) Were you capable of confoling

a foreign Queen in her Sorrows, and are you unable to juflify a

Decree, which you have been bribed to prefer ?

But the Perfon, to whom you have decreed this Crown^

is he really fo unknown to the People of Athens, who have been

thus

(42) Alexander, King of Epirus, had Upon this unhappy Occafion, the Re-
carried the War into Italy ; his Army public fent Ctefiphon with Compliments

was routed ; he himfelf killed, and his of Condolence to his Queen.

Body treated with a thoufand Indignities.
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thus indebted to his Merit, that he muft plead this Caufe

himfelf. Let us afk the Judges, whether they know Chabrias,

Iphicrates and Timotheus ; or wherefore they gave them fuch

honorary Rewards, and eredled Statues to them. They will

unanimoufly anfwer, to Chabrias, for his naval Vidlory at

Naxos ; to Iphicrates, for having cut to pieces the Lacedaemo-

nian Phalanx; to Timotheus, for his Expedition to Corcyra;

to others, for their many great and glorious Services performed

in War. If it fhould be afked, why then refufe this Honour

to Demofthenes ? Becaufe he is corrupt, a Coward, a Defcr-

ter of his Poft in Battle. Whether will you therefore honour

Him, or difhonour yourfelves and them, who gallantly loft

their Lives in your Defence ? Imagine you behold them, with

every Expreilion of Mifery and Indignation, lamenting his

being crowned ; for if we carry, beyond the Limits of Attica,

either Timber or Stones, or Pieces of Iron, things fenfelefs and

inanimate, that have accidentally fallen and killed an human

Creature ; or if, when a Citizen hath been guilty of Self-Mur-

der, we bury the Hand, that committed the Deed, feparately

from the Body ; it will be terrible indeed, that Demofthenes,,

O Athenians, the Man, who decreed this laft unfortunate Ex~

peditlon ; who betrayed the Army by his Cowardice,, fhall be

honoured and rewarded. The Dead will be infuhed, and the

Living difcouraged, when they behold, that Death is placed

before them as the only Reward of their Virtue, and that evea

their Virtue fhall itfelf be loft; to Remembrance.
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But of more Importance the Confideration^ if our Youtfi

fhoiild afk upon what Model they fhall form their future Lives,

what will you anfwer ? You are confcious, that neither the

Places appointed for their Exercifes, nor the Schools, nor their

Mufic, are fufficient to form them to Virtue, but far more ef-

ficacious our public Proclamations. Is a Man proclaimed in

the Theatre to be crowned for his Integrity, his Courage, and

Love of his Country, who is infamous for the Turpitude and

Impurity of his Life ? Our Youth are inftantly corrupted in

their Principles. Is an impious and a proftituted Wretch, like

Ctefiphon, punifhed, as he deferves ? Others are inftrudled.

Is a Father, who hath pafTed a Decree in Oppofition to every

Sentiment of Honour and Juftice, capable, when he returns

home, of forming his Son to Virtue ? His Son will undoubted-

ly pay him little Attention, and his Advice at fuch a Time will

juftly be called tedious and impertinent. Not therefore as

Judges only, but as Magiftrates ading in View of their Coun-

try, you fhould give Judgement in fuch a Manner as will juflify

you to your abfent Fellow-Citizens, when they fhall demand

what Sentence you have pronounced. For be well afTured,

Athenians, that the I Republic will always be thought to bear

fome Refemblance to the Perfon we crown. Will it not be

therefore infamous in you to refemble the Cowardice of this

Demofthenes ; not the Magnanimity of your Anceftors ?

But how fliall you efcape fuch Infamy? Keep a ftrong

Guard
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Guard upon thofe, who afTume to themfelves the Style of pub-

lic Virtue and Philanthropy, yet in their private Chara6lers

are difhoneft and perfidious. For Love of our Country and of

Liberty, are Expreflions, that lie open in common to every

Body, and in general, they, who take FoflefTion of the Words,

are fartheft diftant from them in their Adions. When you

therefore find an Orator ardently defirous of Crowns and Pro-

clamations in the general Aflemblies of Greece, command him

to bring back his vague Oration, and his Aflertions (as the Law

directs) to the Proofs of a Life worthy of Praife, and of un-

blemifKed Morals. If he cannot give you fuch Teftimony, do

not ratify the Praifes, with which he is proclaimed ; and thus

be careful to preferve what yet remains of your Authority.

But does it not appear to you moft terrible, that the Senate

and People are treated with Contempt ; that Difpatches and

Embaflies come to private Houfes, not from Perfons of inferior

Rank, but from the greateft Potentates of Europe and Afia ?

The very Crimes our Laws make punifhable with Death, a

certain Party do not deny their having committed, but profefs

them in Prelence of the People, and read their Difpatches to

each other. Some of them defire you to look up to them, as

to the Guardians of your Democracy ; others demand Rewards,

as Prefervers of the Republic ; while the People, from very

Dejedion of Spirit by their Misfortunes, as if they were grown

aged and doting in their Underftanding, affume to themfelves

the Name alone of a popular Goverment, but have yielded the

Vol. IL Z z Power
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Power to others. Thus you depart from this AfTembly, not

like Perfons, who had confulted upon the Welfare of their

Country, but Hke Guefts, who had divided the Fragments of a

public Entertainment.

That I do not trifle with your Attention, let the following

Remarks convince you. There was a certain—with Grief I

mention the Calamities of the Republic fo frequently—there

was a certain private Citizen, who attempting to fail to Samos

alone, was the very fame Day condemned and executed by Sen-

tence of the Areopagus. Another, who had taken Refuge in

Rhodes, unable to fupport with Fortitude the Dangers of the

Commonwealth, was lately impeached, and acquitted only

becaufe the Votes were equal. Had a fingle Suffrage more

been given againft him, he had been either baniflied, or put

to Death. (43) Let us now place the prefent Inftance in Op-

pofition to thefe. An Orator, the Author of all our Misfor-

tunes, deferted his Poft in Battle, and afterwards fled from the

Defence of Athens ; yet now prefumes to think he deferves a

CroWn, and the Honours of a Proclamation. Will you not

drive him hence into Banifhment, this common Peft of Greece ?

Will you not rather feize and punifli this public Robber ; this

Pyratc, who fiils through your Conftitiition upon the Power

of Words ? Remember too the particular Circumftances of

the

(43) A Decree was pafTed immediately of the Jaft Perfon, who thus deferted iiis-

after the Defeat at Chsronea, to make Country, was Leocrates. He was pro~

it punilhable with Death for any of the feciued by Lycurgus, whofe Speech is

Citizens to leave Athens. The Name flill extant. Tourreil.
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the Time, in which you pronounce thisJudgement. The Pythian

Games are in a (tw Days approaching, and the general States

of Greece will be aflembled. The Republic is already calum-

niated for the Adminiftration of Demofthenes, and if you de-

termine this Crown in his Favour, you will appear to have

afl;ed in Confederacy with them, who violated the general

Peace; on the contrary, you will acquit the People of fuch Ca-

lumnies.

Do not therefore determine with an Indifference, as if the

Interefts of fome foreign State, not thofe of your native Coun-

try, were concerned. Do not diftribute your Honours to mecr

Ambition, but give them with Difcernment. Place your

Bounty upon Perfons moft eAimable ; upon Men more worthy

of your Praile. Do not depend upon your Ears only, but with

your Eyes examine, what Kind of Citizens they are, who fup-

port the Caufe of Demofthenes. Were they his Companions

in hunting, or the gymnaftic Exercifes in his Youth? No; by

Olympic Jupiter. He never uncoupled the Hounds to roufe

the favage Boar; never was anxious to obtain a vigorous Ha-

bit of Body, but exercifed thofe Arts alone, which he well

knew how to pra(5life againft the wealthy.

(44) Now mark thelnfolence of the Man, and when he boafts,

that by his Negotiations in his Embafly, he wrefted Byzantium

out

(44) Here the Peroration begins. It is great, beautiful, fublime, pathetic, ani

Z z 2 affeftiiig.
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out of the Hands of Philip ; engaged the Acarnanians to forfake

his Party : aftonifhed the Thebans with his Eloquence (for he

prefumes you are now arrived at fuch Excefs of Simplicity,

as to believe, you have educated in Athens the very God-

defs of Perfuafion, not a pernicious Calumniator) when at the

Conclulion of his Defence he calls upon the Partners and Aflb-

ciates of his Corruptions to be his Advocates, imagine you be-

hold upon this very Tribunal where I ftand, the Perfons, who

have eminently well deferved of the Republic, ranged in Op~

pofition to their Arrogance : Solon, who adorned your Demo-

cracy with its wifefl: Laws ; Solon, equally eminent as a Phi-

lofopher and a Legiflator ; imagine you behold him imploring

you with that modeft Dignity, fo befitting his Character, never

to fuffer the Eloquence of Demofthenes to have a greater In-

fluence over you, than the Religion of your Oaths, and the

Obligations of your Laws. Imagine Ariftides, who regulated

with [o much Equity the general Contributions of Greece for

her common Defence ; whofe Daughters the People portioned

after his Death ; imagine him in Anguifh and Sorrow deploring

the Contumely, with which Juftice is treated, and afking " if

" your Anceflors almofl: put to Death the Zelite Arthmius, an

*' Inhabitant of Athens, and received by her People with the pub-

*' lie Rites of Hofpitality, becaufe he brought Gold from Perfia

" into

afFe(5ling. Solon, Ariftides, Themifto- tice of the Sentence now to be pronounced,

cles, all the Heroes, who had facrificed Our Orator engages all Nature in his

their Lives at Marathon and Plataea in Quarrel, and raifes all the Powers of

Defence of their Country, are called forth Earth and Heaven, of Gods and Men,
from their Tombs to witnefs to the Juf- againft his Adverfary. Tourreil.
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*' into Greece : if they banifhcd him by Proclamation, not from

" Athens only, but from all her Dominions, will you not

*' blufli to crown this Demofthenes with a golden Crown, who

*' did not indeed bring Gold from Perfia, but hath amafled it

" by every Kind of Corruption, and even now pofleffes it."

Will not Themiftoclesj and they, who died at Marathon and

Platsea ; will not the very Sepulchres of your Anceftors burft

forth into Groans, if he, who confeffes he confpired againft

Greece with the Barbarians, fhall be crowned by your Decree ?

Here therefore, O Earth, and Sun, and Virtue, and Intel-

ligence, and Erudition, by which we diftinguifh between things

beautiful and deformed, be witnefs I have endeavoured to fup-

port your Influence, and have pleaded the Caufe of the Re-

public. If I have fpoken with that Force and Dignity befitting

this Impeachment, I have fpoken to theutmoft of my Wiflies ; if

not, to the utmoft of my Abilities. May you, both from the

Arguments I have mentioned, and thofe I have pafTed over hi

Silence, pronounce fuch a Sentence, as in itfelf may be mofl;

agreeable to Juftice, and conducive to the Frofperity of the Re-

public.

(45) BiCo'^B'fixa. Some Word muft the Powers here invoked by our Oraror,

be underfiood. The Commentators and f^ol^'^ °pe»i auxiliuniqtie tuli, and upon his

Tranflators fuppofe rv TreXsi, the Com- Authority the prefent Trandation. Mi-

monwealth. Lambinu's alone feems to chines in another Place in this Oration,

have read v^7v, which he applies to all Bayi^u ku\ tu Biu, kui t? y^ t;? »e^«.

End of the Oration againfl Ctesiphon,
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DEMOSTHENES
IN DEFENCE OF

CTESIPHO N.

1 First implore, O Men of Athens, all our Gods, and all

our Goddefles, that the fame Meafure of AfFedlion for this

'

Republic in general, and for every fingle Citizen among you,

which hath ever been the Guide of all my Adlions, may be

iiowprefent to me in this Conteft. Next, as of exceeding Im-

portance to you, to the facred Obligation of your Oaths, and

to your Glory, I do implore the fame Deities to imprefs upon

your Minds a Refolution not to make my Profecutor, your

Advifer,

The Solemnity, with which our Ora-

tor opens his Defence, inuft have com-

manded the Attention of his Audience,

and the religious Confidence of his Prayer

to the Gods imprefled upon them a fa-

vourable Opinion of his Piety, that bed

Aflli ranee he could give of his Integrity.

The pathetic Profeffions of his Zeal for

the Republic in general, and for every

individual Citizen in particular, had a

Right of Claim to an equal Return of

their Affedlion. 'I hefe Sentiments a

Tranflation may poflibly be ab!e to ex-

prefs ; but when the Ancients talk to us

with Rapture of a peculiar Harmony in

the Words and Meafures of the Origi-

nal, and the Influence it muft necefiarily

have had upon an Athenian Audience,

a Tranflator can only lament the Lofs

of fo exquifite a Pleafure : a Lofs, per-

haps, for ever irrecoverable. But when

Quintilian tells us, our Orator opened

his Oration in a timid, low, fubmifTive

Tone of Voice, and imrigines his Aftion

was fuited to that Tone, does he not

afcribe rather too much to his Timidity

and SubmilTion ? Should he not recol-

left, that the Solemnity of Prayer re-

quires a folemn Firmnefs in the Voice,

and an Adion of fuperior Dignity ?

\\'ould nor any Aftion of this temperate

Kind be much unequal to the Vehemence
and Ardour and Sublimity of this Ex.-

ordium ?
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Advifer, or admit him to dired: in what Manner, I ought to

make my Defence (that would be mod unjuft) but to confult the

Laws themfelves, and your own Oath, in which, among other

Sentiments of perfe6l Equity, this Maxim is written. Let both

Parties be heard with Impartiality. This ExprefTion

not only obliges you not to bring with you to this Affembly any

premeditated Sentence ; not only obliges you to treat both

Parties with equal Favour, but to fuffer each of them to ar-

range his Arguments, and the Proofs of his Defence in whatever

Order he pleafes.

Among many Difadvantages, under which I labour in this

Caufe, more than ^fchines, there are two, O Men of Athens,

of greater Moment. One, that the Objedl, for which we con-

tend is by no Means equal ; fince very unequal indeed is my

lofing your Efteem, and his being unable to fucceed in this

Indidment. For fhould I lofe—But I will not begin my De-

fence with any ill-omened or inaulpicious Expreffion.—Yet cer-

tainly the Contention between us is very unequal. There is

another Difadvantage, under which I labour, that Nature

hath implanted in the Breafts of human Kind, to liften with

Pleafure to Calumny and Inve6lives, but to hear the Man,

who praifes himfelf, with Pain and Indignation. Thus the

pleafurable Part is allotted to Him; and what is ofFenfive, I

may venture to fay, to all Mankind, remains to me. lYet if

under this Apprehcnfion, I fhould pafs over in Silence the Ser-

vices
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vices I have rendered to the Commonwealth, I fhall appear

unable to refute the Crimes whereof I am accufed, or to (hew

myfelf worthy of thofe Honours, I profefs to deferve. Or if

I enter into the Particulars of thofe Services, and of my general

Adminiftration, I fhall often be compelled to fpeak of myfelf.

This I will endeavour with all poflible Moderation, which if

an abfolute NecefHty (hould fometimes oblige me to tranfgrefs,

the Man, who hath impofed fuch a Conteft upon me, fhould

alone in Juftice be condemned.

I BELIEVE, you will unanimoufly acknowledge, that this

Caufe is of common Concernment to me and Ctefiphon, nor

ought to be regarded by me with lefs Anxiety and Attention.

,
For to be defpoiled of all we poflefs, efpecially by the Malice

of an Enemy, is with Pain and Difficulty to be fupported ; but

infupportable indeed, to be defpoiled of your Efteem and Af-

fedlion, themoft valuable of all human Bleflings. Since there-

fore I am thus interefted in this Trial, I with equal Earneftnefs

demand from your Integrity, and implore from your Com-

paflion, that you will hear my Defence againft thefe Accufati-

ons with that impartial Spirit, which the Laws command : thole

Laws, which Solon, ever well affedioned towards this Repub-

lic, and zealous for the Liberty of its Conftitution, founded in

the earlieft State of the Commonwealth ; which he deemed ne^-

cefiary, for the Prefervation of their Authority, not only to en-

grave upon public Tables, but to imprefs upon the Confciences

Voh' H. , A a a of
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of our Judges, by the Solemnity of an Oath, whenever they

afcended this Tribunal. Not from his Diffidence, in mv O-

pinion, of your Integrity, but confcious how impoflible, fo

powerful is the Profecutor by the Advantage of fpeaking firft,

that the Defendant in thefe Indidlments ever fhould efcape

being condemned, unlefs his Judges will univerfally preferve

their Piety towards the Gods ; receive the Juftice of his Plea

with Benignity of Mind , render themfelves equal and impartial-

Hearers to either Party, and thus take perfect Cognizance of

the whole TriaL

But fince I am this Day to render an Account, as it appears,

both of my whole private Life, and of my public Adminiftra-

tion, I will again, as in the Beginning, invoke the Gods, and

in your Prefence implore them to grant, that fuch a Meafure

of Affedion, as I ha.ve ever preferved for Athens, and for all

her Citizens, may now be prefent to me in this Contention

:

and next, that they will infpire you to determine in fuch a

Manner, as may beft promote the general Glory of the State,

and preferve to every fingle Perfon the Religion of his Oath inr

violable.

If iEfchines had profecuted me only upon the exprefs Articles

of this Indidlment, I fhould have entered immediately into the

Legality of the Decree, with which I am thus honoured by

the Senate. But fmce he hath confumed a no lefs abun-

dant
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dant Quantity of Words in Reflexions mofl impertinent to his

Caufe, and hath multiplied his Falfehoods againft me, I hold

it neceflary and fitting, O Men of Athens, briefly to anfwer,

firfl:, to his Calumnies, that none of you may be influenced by

Arguments thus totally foreign to the Subje^^, and hear me from

thence with Prejudice or Abhorrence, when I make my juft

Defence againfl: this Profecution. To thofe Invecflives there-

fore, with which he hath maligned my private Reputation, be-

hold, how Ample and ingenuous is my Anfwer. If you are

confcious, that I am indeed fuch a Man, as he hath calumni-

oufly reprefented me (nor have I ever lived any v\'here, but a-

mong you alone) do not fuffer me to fpeak ; and however un-

blameable, or even meritorious, my whole Adminifl:ration may

poflibly have been, this Moment rife from the Tribunal, and

pronounce my Sentence. But if you believe and are convinced,

that I am a Man of better Morals, than my Accufer ; that I

am defcended from a more reputable Family ; from Anceflors

(that I may avoid faying any thing offenflve) not inferior to any

of thofe, who maintain the fecond Rank of Birth among our

Citizens, let him not find Credit with you in any other In-

fiance ; for it is manifefl:, that all other Inflances are equally

the Produce of his Invention. \ Then continue to me in the

prefent Contefl that Favour and Benevolence, which in many

former Trials I have conftantly experienced.

Famed as you are, ijEfchines, for Malignity and Subtlety,

A a a 2 YOU
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you have furely been exceilively weak in imagining that I

would pafs over in Silence the Condudl and Services of my pub-

lic Adminiftration, to vindicate my private Chara(S]:er againft

your Invedives. I fhall not ad in this Manner. I am not

yet fo abfurdly blind, but fhall enter immediately into the Me-

rits of my political Condud, which you malignantly traduce,

and fhall afterwards, if it can be any Pleafure to my Audience,

recoiled the exceflive Licentioufnefs of thofe Invedives.

Numerous indeed, and atrocious are the Crimes whereof I am

accufed. For fome of them the Laws ordain very fevere, and

even the laft Punifhments. (i) But the fole Defign of this

Profecution evinces at once the Malice, Outrage, Defamation

and Infults of an Enemy, with every other ExprefTion of his

Malevolence. Such Profecutions, by the Gods, O Men of

Athens, are neither equitable, or juft in themfelves, nor a-

greeable to your Conftitution. For we neither ought to take

away the Privilege, that every Citizen fhould enjoy, of addrefs-

ing and fpeaking to the People, neither fhould it be abufed to

the bad Purpofes of Malice and Envy. (2) But when iEfchines

faw

(i) Thfre is not perhaps an Inftance moved, and our Author vindicated from

in Doftor Taylor's Edition of a more the Charge of Obfcurity, and Confufion

venturous and fortunate Criticifm, than in his reafoning, fo injurious, and fo con-

on the Paffage before us. It was univer- trary to his Charadter. It were little

Tally acknowledged obfcure ; it was in ufeful to an Englifli Reader to enter into

general thought to be corrupt. But by the Particulars of this Criticifm, and the

a judicious Arrangement of the different learned will be far better fatisfied by con-

Members of the Period, which were be- fulting Doftor Taylor,

fore confufed and in Diforder, the Suf- (2) The Words in the Original are

picion of Corruption in the Text is re- differently underftood by Lambinus

whole
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faw me committing thefe Crimes, efpecially if they were of fuch

enormous Magnitude, as he now moft tragically reprefcnts

them, it was his Duty to have urged againft me the proper

PuniOiments, that the Laws have appointed, and proportioned

to fuch Crimes. If he faw my Adions merited an Impeach-

ment of Treafon, he ought to have impeached me. If I had

propofed a Decree in Oppofition to any eftablifhed Laws, he

(hould have preferred an Indidlment for that particular Decree.

For every other Crime I was capable of committing, or for

which he now purfues me with repeated Slanders and Calum-

nies, there are peculiar Laws, and Punifliments, and Trials,

to which very fevere and numerous Penalties are annexed, and

all thefe he was at Liberty to have employed. Had he aded

in this Manner ; had this been his Method of proceeding, the

prefent Profecution would have been confiftent with his general

Condu6l. But fince he thus departs from our ftated, equitable

Forms ; fince he negle6led to inform againft me upon the im-

mediate Commiflion of thefe Crimes, and now, after fuch a

Length of Time hath intervened, colleds his Proofs, his Ri-

baldry and his Invedives, it is the meer Mockery of a theatri-

cal Reprefentation. The Profecution is directed againft me,

though the Indidment be laid againft Ctefiphon. His Enmity

to me appears upon the Face of the whole Caufe, but never

having

whofe Tranflation is adopted in general Orator objefled againft the Injuftice of

by Dodor Taylor. Non enimjus adeundi iEfchines, who would have hindered him

ad populuin, caiifaque dicendi potejiatem from pleading and appearing in this Cuife

(tii^uam eripere . . . oportet. As if our before the People.
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having dared to attack me diredlly, he now manifeftly endea-

vours to take away the good Name and Reputation of an-

other. Yet in Addition to every other Argument, O Men of

Athens, that might w^ith utmoft Juftice be urged in Defence

of Ctefiphon, I think, it may very reafonably be pleaded in

his Favour, that iEfchines and I fliould ourfelves profecute our

own Difputes, and not leave our mutual Quarrels to fearch for

others, upon whom to fix our proper Ignominy or Misfortunes.

To a6l in any Manner were mofl; iniquitous. 'Befides it is im-

poflible, that the Crimes objcded to me can ever affe6t Ctefi-

phon ; and if ^^fchines imagined, he could have fucceeded in

profecuting me diredly, he never would have laid his Indidt-

ment againft Him.

By thefe Inftances, it is eafy to perceive, that all the refl: are

in the fame Manner neither founded in Equity, nor Truth.

I fhall however feparately examine each particular Article of the

Charge, efpecially thofe, that relate to the Peace, and our Em-

bafiy to Philip, in which he hath falfely imputed to me the

very Crimes, committed by him and Philocrates., But it is ne-

ceflary, O Men of Athens, and perhaps not foreign totheCaufe,

that I fliould recall to your Remembrance the Situation of Af-

fairs during that Period, from whence you may behold each

-particular IVanfidion in its ov/n proper Circumftances. IWhen

the Confederates had declared War againft the Phocjeans, in

which I had no Concernment, for I was not then engaged in

the
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the Adminiftratlon, you were at firft well inclined to aflifl: that

People, though confcious how unjuftiliable their Conducft./f

You would have taken Pleafure in any Misfortune, that might

have happened to the Thebans ; neither was your Refentment

againft them unreafonablc or unjuft, for they had not ufed with

Moderation the Advantages they gained at Leudlra. Pelopon-

nefus was divided into Parties. The Enemies of the Lacedse-

monians could neither totally fubdue that People, nor could

the Governors, whom they had eflabliflied, any longer main-

tain their Authority in their feveral Cities, while not among

the Peloponnefians only, but all the other States of Greece,,

there was a fecret Spirit of Difcord and Confufion, that appa-

rently mufi; foon break out into open War. Philip obferving

thefe Diforders (for they were eafily to be obferved) profufely

lavifhes his Treafures to corrupt particular Traitors in every

iingle State ; then throws them all into Confudon, and amidft

the univerfal Commotion urges them to their mutual Defl:ru6ti-

on.j Thus, while fome were greatly criminal, and others

equally imprudent, Philip carried his Defigns into Execution,

and became the general Terrour of Greece. As it was evident,

that the! Thebans, exhaufted by the Length of the Phocaean'

War (the Thebans, at that Time, impradicable and infolent,.

though now mofl: unfortunate, and depreffed) muft have been

compelled to fly to you for Succours, Philip, thatfucha Meafure

might not take Effed, and that the two Republics fhould nof

unite in Interefts and AUiance, promifed Peace to You,, and

Affiftance:
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Affiftance to them. What was it therefore, that confpired

with PhiHp to render you, I had almoft faid, thus voluntarily

deceived ? The Cowardice or Imprudence, perhaps we fhould

rather fay, they both concurred, of all the other Grecian States

;

who when you were engaged in a long and uninterrupted War for

the common Liberties and Welfare of Greece, as the Fa6t itfelf

indifputably evinced, yet never afTifted you either with Subli-

dies or Troops, or any other Requifite for your Support.

jThis Treatment you juftly, and with proper Dignity refented,

and readily affented to Philip's Propofals|

Upon thefe Confiderations was the Peace, which you had

granted to Philip, concluded ; not by any Influence of mine,

as iEfchines hath calumnioufly aflerted. His Crimes, with thofe

of Philocrates, and their mutual Venality in the Negotiations

of this Peace will be found, upon ftrid and juft Inquiry, to

have occafioned the prefent Situation of your Affairs ; every

Particular of which, in pure Regard to Truth, I fhall pundtu-

ally and regularly explain. If aught injurious to the Republic

fhould appear to have been committed in the Courfe of this

Tranfadion, I am perfedly innocent»

'The firft, who mentioned, and fpoke in Favour of the Peace

was Ariftodemus, the Comedian. He, who feconded the Motion,

and preferred a Decree for concluding it ; he, who had fold

himfelfalong with Ariftodemus for that Purpofe, was Philocrates j

your
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your Accomplice, i^fchines, not mine, though you fhould burfl:

with aflerting the Falfehood./ They, who fupported it with

their Suffrages, whatever might have been their Motives (for I

fnall not inquire at prefent) were Eubulus and Cephifophon. I

never had the leafl Concernment in it. However, though fuch

was the real State of that Affair ; though it be demonftrated by

Truth itfelf, yet i^fchines is impudent enough to affert, that

1 was not only the Author of this Peace, but that I hindered its

being concluded with the common Confent of all the other

States of Greece in their general Allembly. Yet Thou— by

what Name can I juftly call thee ?—though prefent, though

beholding me defpoiling the Commonwealth of fuch Advan-

tages, and fuch a Confederacy, as you now reprefent in that

Strain of Tragedy and Declamation, didft thou ever fhev/ any

Refentment or Indignation; ever come forward on this Tri-

bunal to inform the People, or explain that Condud, which

you now accufe ? 1 Or if indeed I had fold myfelf to Philip,

and hindered the Grecian States from being included in the ge-

neral Peace, ^ it remained to you, not to be filent, but to ex-

claim; to teftify againft me, and lay open the Affair to thefe,

our prefent Audience. / You never adled in this Manner. That

Voice of thine was never heard. But indeed no Embafiy was

ever fent to any of the Grecians ; their Sentiments were long

before fufficiently apparent, and ^fchines hath not uttered a

Syllable of Truth upon the Subjed. Befides, /he brands the

Republic itfelf with Infamy by his Falfehoods. For if you

Vol. ir. B b b could
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could encourage the Grecians to enter into a War againft Phi-

lip, and at the fame Time fend AmbafTadors to him with Pro-

pofals of a feparate Peace, it were the Villaiay of an Eurybatus,,

not the Condudl befitting the Republic, or the Honour of its.

Citizens. But never, there never were any fuch Embaffies.

For with what Intention could you have fent them at that

Period ? To exhort the Grecians to Peace ? It was already

univerfal. To War ? You yourfelves were negotiating a Peace.

Thus it appears, that I was neither a Principal, nor indeed in.

any Meafure an Agent in concluding it, and that all the other

Calumnies he hath invented againft me are equally falfe.

Now recoiled what was the general Tenour of his Conduct

and mine after the Peace was concluded. From thence you

will eafily difcern, who with Ardour fupported Philip in all his

Defigns ; who directed their Adions to your Interefb, and

were zealous for the Republic.
,

I preferred a Decree in the

Senate, that AmbaiTadors (hould fail with utmoft Expedition to

wherever they heard Philip refided, and receive his Oaths of

Ratification. But they thought proper not to obey this De-

cree, the Force and Importance of v^^hich, O Men of Athens^

I fhall now lay before you. It was Philip's Intereft to delay,

and yours to haften the Ratification of the Peace, as much as

polfible. Why ? Becaufe, not only fron the Moment you had

fvvorn to ratify, but even from the Moment you had entertained

Hopes of even a pofilbility of concluding it, you abandoned all

your
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your military Operations. Philip, on the Contrary, during

that vvjiole Time profecuted his Schemes with greater Vigour;

prefuming, as the Event hath proved, that he might continue

in firm FofTeflion of whatever Places he could rend from the

Republic before he had fworn, and that you would never re-

new the War to recover them^< Forefeeing thefe Confequences,

and reafoning upon them with Attention, I propofed this De-

cree, which commanded our Ambafiadors to fet fail with all

pofTible Expedition ; to find Philip, and tender him the Oaths

of F-atification ; that while your Confederates, the Thracians,

continued in PofTefiion of Serrium, and Myrtenon, and Ergif-

ce (whofe Names our Declaimer now treats with Ridicule) the

Ratifications might be then mutually exchanged ; that Philip

might neither feize upon thefe important Fortreffes, by which

he might afterwards make himfelf Mailer of Thrace, nor by

the abundant Treafjres and numerous Forces, he might raife

from thofe Conquefls, more eafily carry his other Projeds into

Execution. Yet iEfchines never cites this Decree, nor orders

it to be read. But if I have given my Opinion in the Senate,

that Philip's Ambafladors fliall be publicly received, this Opi-

nion he treats with the feverefl: Malignity.: But in what Man-

ner fhould I have adled ? Should I have preferred a Decree to

forbid their being introduced into your Afiembly, who came

hither ©n Purpofe to confer with you ? Should I have ordered

the Manager not to appoint Seats for them in the Theatre,

which however they might purchafed for two Oboli, though

B b b 2 no
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no fuch Order ever were given ? Ought I rather to have been

anxious to fave this Httle Pittance, or, Hke thefe Trators, have

fold the whole Republic to Philip ? Take and read this De-

cree, which iEfchines, apparently confcious of its Importance,,

hath paffed over in Silence^

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhipof Mneiiphilus, on the thirtieth Day

of July, the Pandionian Tribe being Presidents of the Council),

Demofthenes delivered this Opinion: Whereas Philip hath

fent an Embafly to Athens to negotiate a Peace, of which he

hath ratified certain preliminary Articles ; it therefore feemeth

good to the Senate and People of Athens, in Order, that this

Peace, approved of in the firft general Allembly, may be finally

concluded, that five AmbafiTadors be eledted out of the whole

Body of our Citizens, and when their Eledlion is confirmedi

that they depart without Delay to whatever Place they are in-

formed Philip fiiall refide, and there interchange the Oaths of

Ratification, according to the Articles of Convention between:

Him and the Athenian People, mutually including their com-

mon Confederates. Eubulus, ^Slfchines, Ctefiphon, Demo-

crates, and Cleon, are appointed Ambaffadors.

When in my Zeal for the Interefts of the Commonwealth^

certainly not thofc of Philip, I had preferred this Decree, your

very excellent Ambaffadors, little folicitous for its Succefs, fat

dowa
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down indolently three whole Months in Macedonia, 'till I^ilip

returned from Thrace, after having reduced and ruined the

whole Country, although in ten, or rather in three or four

Days, they might have arrived at the Hellefpont, and by de-

manding his Oath before he had fubdued that Kingdom

have preferved it from Deftrucftion. For either he would

not have invaded it in our Prefence, or we fhould have

rejeded his Oaths. Thus he muft neceflarily have been dis-

appointed of the Peace he defired. He could not have enjoyed

that, and his Conquefts together. Such was the firft Inftance

of Perfidy in Philip during our Embafly, or of Venality in

thefe Traitors, whom the Gods deteft, and againft whom I

then profefled, and do now, and fhall for ever profefs an irrecon-

cileable Enmity and Hatred.

Behold another more flagrant Ad of Villainy, that imme-

diately followed. When Philip, after having made himfelf

Mafter of Thrace by the Difobedience of thefe Ambafladors to

my Decree, had confented to ratify the Peace, he once more

bribed them not to depart from Macedonia, untill he had cora-

pleated the Forces he was then railing againft the Phocceans..

For he was apprehenfive, that if they returned hither, and

made their Report of his intended Expedition, you might your-

felves march to the AfTiftance of your Allies, or embarking on

board your Gallies, as you had done once before, might fhut

up the Streights beween Eubcea and the Continenti He there-

fore.
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fore determined, that you fliould at the fame Moment hear the

Defign he was meditating, and the Execution of it by his ha-

ving entered into Thermopylae, and your being no longer ca-

pable of adling. But in fuch Apprehenfions was Philip, in

fuch Terrors (although he had taken Pofleflion of Thermopylae)

left you might receive Intelligence of his Defigns before he

had totally extirpated the Phocceans, and by your pafTing a De-

cree to fuccour them he might lofe the Opportunity of deftroy-

ing them, that he again bribes this abominable Wretch, not in

common, as before, with the other Ambafladors, but private-

ly and feparately, to give you fuch Information, and make fuch

a Report, as have brought down upon us this univerfal Deftruc-

tion.

But here, O Men of Athens, let me demand as a Right

;

let me requeft as a Favour, that you will conftantly remem-

ber through this whole Conteft, if ^^fchines had not exceeded

the Limits of his Profecution, neither would I have urged any

Arguments foreign to this Defence. But lince he hath made

ufe of every Kind of Slander and Defamation, he hath rendered

it incumbent upon me briefly to anfwer each particular Article

of his Accufation. What Harangues therefore did he pro-

nounce, by which he hath wrought this univerfal Ruin?

" That we fhould not be alarmed at Philip's having entered

" the Streights of Thermopylas : for every thing fhall certainly

" fucceed as you defire, if you continue in Quiet, and you

*' /liall
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' fhall hear, that PhiHp is become a Friend to thofc, againft

whom he now marches, as an Enemy, and on the contrary an

Enemy where he now profefTes being a Friend. For neither

Words nor Promifes" (and with exceeding Solemnity did he

pronounce the Maxim) (3) but the Union of Interefts alone»

" conftitute political Friendfliips. It is equally Philip's Intereft,

" and yours, and that of the Phocaeans, to be relieved from

" the Arrogance and Stupidity of the Thebansj" Thefe Ex-

preflions were heard with general Satisfadlion, from the Detef-

tation in which we held the Thebans. But what were the im-

mediate Confequences ? The Phocasans were utterly deftroy-

ed ; their Cities rafed to the Ground ; you were perfuaded by

this Traitor to continue unadlive ; were foon afterwards obliged

to remove your Effeds from the open Country into Athens,

and .^chines received his Bribe. In Addition to thefe Mis-

chiefs, the Thebans and Theflalians detefted the Republic for

this Manner of adling, and gave Philip every Mark of their

Gratitude for his Condud. In Atteftation of thefe Affertions,

read me the Decree of Callifthenes, and Philip's Letter. They

will both render this whole Tranfadlion perfectly clear.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Mnefiphilus, an extraordinary

AfTembly

(3) MacXoi (reiMuj ovoiJt,a^uv. Tranf- tor. Parlando moUo gravemente. Ita-

lated by Wolfius, and perhaps not very lian Translator. Graviter & mag-

intelligibly, valde utens honefto nomine, nifice promMians. Lambinus. Valde-

It had been little worth remarking, but qwdem graviter id froferendo. Arjeti-

that it hathefcaped his very accurate Edi- nus.
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Afiembly being convened, on the twenty- firfl Day of Novem-

ber, by the Generals, with the Confent of the civil Magiftrates

and the Senate, Callifthenes thus delivered his Opinion : Let

no Athenian, upon any Pretence whatfoever lye a Night out

of Athens, excepting thofe, who are ordered to ferve in Garri-

fon : of thefe let every Man guard the Poft afligned him, nor

be abfent either Day, or Night. Whoever (hall difobey this

Decree, let him incur the Penalties ordained for Treafon, un-

lefs he can prove the ImpofTibility of his Obedience. Let the

General of Foot in Command, and the Magiflrate, to whom

is committed the Care of the City, and the Secretary of the

Senate, be Judges of that Impoflibility. Let all Effedls, with-

in a hundred and twenty Furlongs, be brought into Athens,

and the Pyrxeum : let all beyond that Diftance be carried into

the neighbouring Cities. Thus Callifthenes delivered his O-

pinion. But did you really conclude the Peace upon thefe

Hopes, or were thefe the Promifes made you by this Merce-

nary ? Now read the Letter, that Philip fent hither, after he

had fubdued Phocis.

Philip's Letter.

Philip, King of the Macedonians, to the Senate and Peo-

ple of Athens, Greeting. Know, that We have entered the

Streights of Thermopyl^, and reduced Phocis to our Obedi-

ence. We have placed Garrifons in the Cities, that voluntarily

lubniitted to us, and thofe that refufed to furrender. We have

taken
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taken by Force ; made their Inhabitants Slaves, and rafed

their Foundations. Being informed, that you were preparing

to march to their AfTiftance, I have written to you, to prevent

your giving yourfelves any farther Trouble concerning thefe

Matters. Upon the whole, you appear to me to have aded

beyond all Meafure irregularly, in concluding a Peace with me,

and yet marching an Army againft me, in Defence of a People

who were not comprehended in our Convention. If however

you are determined not to maintain thofe Treaties, to which

we mutually agreed, be aflured, that you fliall gain no other

Advantage by this Adt of Injuftice, than that of being the

firft Aggrefibrs.

You hear how plainly he difcovers ; how exprefsly he de-

clares to his Confederates, in this Letter, "'
I have adled thus

" in Defpite of the Athenians, and their Refentments. If

*' therefore, O Thebans and Theflalians, you wifely confult

" your own Interefts, you muft efteem them your Enemies,

" and place your Confidence in me." He has not indeed

made ufe of thefe very Words in his Letter, but he would wil-

lingly be thus underflood.l By thefe Expreffions therefore did

he fo impofe upon their Credulity, as not only to render them

unfufpeding and infenlible to whatever might afterwards happen,

but even to fuffer him to fubdue every Thing to his Ambition.

Thus were the unhappy Thebans reduced to thofe Misfortune?,

which even at this Moment they endure. But Philip's Agent

Vol. II. C c c and
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and ftrenuous AfTiftant in gaining him this fatal Confidence

;

he, who reported his Falfehoods here, and impofed upon you

fo grofsly ; he, who now laments the Calamities of the The-

bans, and fadly numbers over their Diftreffes, hath been the fole

Author of whatever Miferies that People, and the Phocaeans,

and Greece in general have fuffered. For it appears moft ma-

nifedly, that although you have large PofTefTions, ^fchines,

in BoEotia, and cultivate the Lands of the unhappy Thebans,

yet you are miferably affedled at thefe Events, and fincerely

weep over their Mifortunes; while I, whom PhiHp, who per-

petrated thefe Mifchiefs, demanded fhould inftantly be delivered

up to his Refentment, now certainly rejoice in their De-

fl:ru6lion.

But I have accidentally fallen upon a Subje(3:, which perhaps

I can more conveniently fpeak to hereafter. I therefore return

to the Proofs, that the Venality and Guilt of your AmbafTadors

have occafioned the prefent Situation of your Affairs. For after

Philip had impofed upon you by their Perfidy, who during their

Embally had fold themfelves to his Service, and had never made

you a Report of your real Circumftances ; ,when the wretched

Phocasans had alfo been deceived, and their Cities rafed to the

Ground, what followed? The abominable Theffalians, and

ftupid Thebans imagined him their Friend, their Benefadlor,

their Saviour. He was every thing to them ; nor would they

liften to the Man, who feeraed to infinuate the contrary. Al-

1 though
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though you fufpe6ted, and refented his Condu6t, yet you con-

tinued to maintain your Treaties (for impoflible you could have

attempted any thing alone with Succefs) and the other States

of Greece, deceived like you, and difappointed of their Ex-

pectations, were unwilling to violate the Peace, although Phi-

lip had treated them, in numberlefs Inftances, as it he had

a6lually declared War againft them. For when, extending his

Conquefts on every Side, he had fubdued the Treballians and

Illyrians, and even fome Nations of Greece ; when he com-

manded a very numerous and formidable Army, and when

fome particular Citizens of almoft every Grecian State, who

under Favour of the Peace had travelled into Macedonia, were

corrupted by him (among which Number iEfchines was one)

then did he really commit Hoftilities againft thofe, for whofe

Deftrudion he had formed thefe Preparations. Whether they

were fenlible of his Defigns, is another Queftion, in which

I have no Concernment. I foretold ; I conflantly protefted

againft his Proceedings, both here in Athens, and in every

Country, where I was appointed an Ambafiador. But all

our Republics were infedled with one common Diftemper. The

Magiftratcs of our Oligarchies were venal and corrupt. (4)

The

(4) This PafTage is here tranflatccl in The Inftances therefore, which he gives

a Senfe very different from that, in which in Proof of this AiTertion, fliould in

it is undcrrtood by all our TranQators and ftricft reafoning be taken from the Con-

Commentators. Our Orator lays down dudl of different Republics, not from

this Pofition, thut the Republia of Greece the Citizens in any one State. They
were dijeofed. ui Si TroXug Ivoimv. will be then direct and conclulive. LeC

C c c 2 us
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The Citizens of our Democracies were either infenfible of

their Danger, or dilTolved in continual Idlenefs and Luxury.

Thus were they affedled in general ; while each of them in

particular imagined, that the Mifchief could never reach them-

lelves, but that whenever they pleafed they might eftablifli their

own Authority upon the Ruin of that of others. From thence,

in my Opinion, it came to pafs, that many democratical Re-

publics, by an exceflive and ill-timed Indolence, loft their Li-

berty ; while the Oligarchical Magiftrates, who intended to fell

every thing but themfclves, were fenliblc, that they themfelves

were firft fold. For inftead of the Names of Friends and

Guefts, by which they were ufually diftinguifhed, when they

were receiving the Price of their Perfidy, they now hear them-

felves called Flatterers, and Enemies to the Gods, with every

other Appellation of Abhorrence and Infamy, which they re-

ally deferve. For no Man ever lavifhed away his Treafures,

O Men of Athens, with a View to the Advantage of thofe

whom he corrupts ; or when he has made himfelf Mafter of

what he hath purchafed, ever admits them again into his

Coun-

iis now confider the Words, in which cratical Republic. Doflor Taylor tells us,

he hath expreffed himfelf. tuv fA.lv, Iv iroXXuv is not in the Harleian Manu>-

Tw 7roX(reu'£(r5«; k«j tt^cctIuv, muft ne- fcript, and that perhaps it was at firfl:

ceflarily mean the Magiftrates, hi whom ^ Gloflary of tuv lliUTuv. Here feems.

the 'DirctVwn of all •political /iffairs, and the the original Miftake, twi/ i(5';wTwJ/ is

executive Part of an oligarchical Govern- rather the Gloflary of rwy ttoXKuv. The
inetJt areplaced; 3.^ rrroXXuv ^^(^ 7rXr,^i(nv Pafllige thus underftood, the Conclufion

are Terms, by which our Author ufually is juft and regular. Eit' o-ujw^eSijJce ro7(;

exprefles, not Multitudes or Numbers, but ^l^ vrXriBia-ii/ roTg Se 7rj(j£ri3«oV«j

/he zvhole Body of Citizens., in whom re- o^»

fide the Power and Authority of a demo-
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Counfels. Otherwife, nothing could be happier, than the Condi-

tion of thele Traitors ; but this, certainly this, is not their

Condition. For whoever aims at arbitrary Power, and is fuc-

cefsful in his Ambition, inftantly becomes the Tyrant ofthofe,

who have given him his Authority, and by his own Experience

confcious of their Wickednefs, he then, certainly then, detefts,

diftrufts, defpifes. But conlider the Circumftances of this Af-

fair ; for although the Time, in which it happened, be really

paiTed, yet the Time of knowing it with Certainty is always

prefent to the Wife. How long was Lafthenes called the

Friend of Philip ? untill he had betrayed Olynthus. How long

was Timolaus ? untill he had deftroyed the Thebans. How

long Eudemus and Simus? untill they had reduced ThefTaly

under the Power of Philip. Then driven into Exile, and treated

with Ignominy, what Indignities did they not fufFer ? The

whole World is full of thofe Traitors. Ariflratus at Sicyon ?

Perilaus at Megara ? are they not moft abjed and defpifed ?

From thefe Inftances it is eafy to perceive, that whoever moft

zealoufly defends his Country, and forms the moft powerful

Oppofition to fuch Villainies, gives to you, ^fchines, to thefe

Traitors and Mercenaries, an Opportunity of receiving the Wages

of Corruption; and when the Number is conftderable, and

the Oppofition to your pernicious Counfels fupported with Ar-

dour, you then continue in perfeft Security, and enjoy your

Penfions ; for left to yourfelves, you had been long fince totally

undone.

Al-
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Although I might greatly enlarge upon the Tranfadions of

thofe Times, yet I imagine I have already faid more than fuffici-

ent. His however be the Blame, v^ho by pouring upon me,

like a Drunkard in the Excefs of his laft Night's Wine, the

Filthinefs of his Malevolence and Villainy, hath compelled me

to the Neceflity of purifying myfelf before many of our Citizens,

who were bornfince thefe Affairs were tranfadled. But perhaps

you are already tired, and before I fpoke were confcious of his

Venality, which however he fpecioufly calls Friendfliip and

Hofpitality. He juft now fomewhere diftinguifhed me by

this Charadler, " He, who reproaches me with being the Gueft

*' of Alexander." I reproach thee with being the Gueft of

Alexander ? Whence couldft thou obtain, whence merit fuch

an Honour ? I never called thee Philip's Friend, or Alexan-

der's Gueft. I am not fo abfurd ; unlefs we could with Proprie-

ty call our Mowers, or thofe, who labour for their Wages,

the Friends and Guefts of their Paymafters. But this were

impofTible. Yet I formerly called you the Hireling of Philip,

and now of Alexander ; as does this whole Aftembly. If you

difbelieve, afk them the Queftion ; or let me afk it for you.

Whether then, O Men of Athens, does iEfchines appear to

you the Hireling, or the Gueft of Alexander ? Do you hear

their Anfwer. ? (5)

I SHALL now regularly make my Defence againft this In-

didment,

(5) Our Orator was probably hurried on by his natural Impetuofity to afl; this

hazardous
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diriment, and recount to you my Conduct in Adminiftration,

that iEfchines, however confcious of their Truth aheady, may

hear upon what Reafons I hold myfelf worthy not only of this

Decree of the Senate, but even of greater Honours. Read the

Indidment.

The Indictment.

Under the Archonfhip of Chaerondas, the fixth of March,

^fchines laid before the Arclion an Indictment againft Cte-

fiphon, for a Decree prelcrred by him in Oppofition to our

eftabliihed Laws, and importing, " that Demofthenes fhould

" be crowned with a golden Crown, and Proclamation thereof

" made in the Theatre, during the Feflival of Bacchus, when

the new Tragedians were to appear upon the Stage : that the

" People crowned him for his lingular Merit ; for the Zeal he

hath conftantly preferved towards the States of Greece in

general, and particularly the Athenian People : laftly, for

his Magnanimity, and becaufe in all his Words and Adions

*' he hath endeavoured with Ardour and Alacrity to fupport

" the Conftitution to the utmoft of his Abilities." This In-

didment affirms, that every Article of this Decree is falfe, and

a dired Violation of thofe Laws, which forbid any Falsehood

to be inferted in our public Records ; or that the Perfon fhould

be crowned, who hath not yot given in his Accounts : that

Demoft-

Iiazardous Queftion, which, it feems, other Accounts of this Matter are un-

was anfwered, as he wiflied, by feme of worthy of our Author, and ridiculous

the Judges, who afterwards condemned in themfclves ; confequently not worth;

^fchines, or perhaps by fome of our repeating,.

Orator's Party among the People. All

(C

it
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Demofthenes is at this Moment Surveyor of our Walls, and

Diredor of our theatrical Funds : that the Crown fhould not

be proclaimed in the Theatre, during the Feftival of Bacchus,

when the new Tragedians are entering upon the Stage : that if

the Senate decrees a Crown, it fhall be proclaimed in the Se-

nate-Houfe ; if the People, in their own AlTembly, in the

Citadel. This Indidment is marked at fifty Talents. The

WitnefTes Cephifophon and Cleon.

These, O Men of Athens, are the Articles, to which iEf-

chines hath objeded. But even from thefe Articles themfelves,

I principally hope the Juftice of my future Defence will appear.

I fhall follow the fame Method he has purfued in his Indid-

ment, and fpeak to them feparately and in order, nor fhall de-

fignedly leave any of them unmentioned. When Ctefiphon

therefore affirms, that in all my Words and Actions, I con-

ftantly fupported the Intercfts of the People ; that I was always

ready with the utmofl: Alacrity to render them every Service,

to the utmoft of my Abilities ; and that upon thefe Accounts

I am worthy of being prailed, I imagine, the Decifion of the

Queftion will depend upon my Condudl in Adminiftration
;

for when that hath been examined with Attention, it will be

found, whether he hath pronounced concerning me with Truth

and Candour, or with Partiality and Falfehood. That he hath

not added, " he fhall be crowned after having given in his

Accounts j" that he hath ordered, " the Crown fliall be pro-

*' claimed
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" claimed in the Theatre;" thefe Articles alfo, I conceive,

belong in common to my Adminiftration ; whether I am really-

worthy of the Crown, and Proclamation, with thefe peculiar

Exceptions in my Favour. I belides acknowledge, it is in-

cumbent upon me to produce the Laws, that impower Cte-

fiphon to prefer this Decree. Thus equitable, O Men of A-

thens, thus fmiple is the Method, I propofe to follow in this

Apology. I fhall now proceed to my Condu6l in Miniflry
;

nor let any Man fufpetSt, that I purpofe to evade the Force of

this Indidment, if I enter into a general Account of all the

Services I have performed, and all the Orations I have made,

for the common Interefts of Greece. He, who arraigns this

particular Article of the Decree, " that I had conftantly pur-

" fued the wifeft and moft honourable Meafures;" he, who

hath affirmed in his Indidlment, that thefe Aflertions are falfe
;

this Man hath rendered it proper and necelTary for me to give

an Account of my whole Syftem of Adminiftration. Befides, as

there are many different Provinces in public Bufinefs ; and as

I had cholen that Department, which fuperintends the general

Affairs of Greece, I may juftly be permitted to deduce from

them the Proofs and Arguments of my Defence.

The Conquefts and Uflirpations of Philip before I was en-

gaged in Adminiftration, I fhall pafs over unmentioned ; be-

caufe I do not imagine, I can have any Concernment in them.

But all the Defigns, from the Day I entered into Miniftry,

Vol. II. D d d which
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which he was hindered from executing; thefe I fliall now de-

fire you to recolka ; of thefe I fhall render an Account, and

only premife at prefent, that Philip, O Men of Athens, was

pofleffed of one important Advantage againft us. Never, with-

in the Memory of Man, appeared in Greece, not in any par-

ticular State, but equally in all, fuch an abundant Harveft of

Traitors, and Mercenaries ; Wretches, devoted to divine Ven-

geance. Thefe Wretches Philip employed as his Affiftants, and

Affociates in the Work of Tyranny, and by their Means ren-

dered the Grecians, ill difpofed already towards each other,

more violent in their DifTentions. Some he deluded ; to feme

he laviflied out his Treafures; others by every poflible

Method he corrupted ; and thus divided thofe Nations into a

thoufand Fadlions, whofe common Intereft fhould have united

them in oppofing his Power. In fuch a Situation ; in fuch

univerfal Ignorance of the imminent and ftill increafing Mif-

chief, it is your Duty, O Men of Athens, to confider, what

Meafures, what Conduct it became the Republic to purfue,

and of thefe to demand from mc an exadb and pundual

Account, becaufe I then engaged in the Diredion of Affairs.

Tell me therefore, jiEfchines, fbould the Republic have for-

gotten her wonted Magnanimity, and her ancient Glory, (o

far as to enlift under the iame Banners with the Theflalians

and Dolopians to promote the Tyranny of Philip over Greece,

and thus deface all the glorious and honourable Monuments of

2 the
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the Virtues of their Anceflors ? Or if this condud: muft have

been deemed unworthy of her (it indeed would have been

moft ignominious) yet ought fhe to have indolently negleded

all Oppofition to the Mifchiefs, that {he faw muft neceflarily

happen, if not prevented, and which fhe probably had long

forefeen ? (6) Yet many of the Nations, who have aded in this

Manner, or rather all of them, have been treated with great-

er feverity, than us, by the Conqueror. But if Philip, im-

mediately after his Vidtories, had retired into Macedonia

;

had he there continued in Peace, nor offered either to his own

Allies, or to the reft of Greece, any farther Injuries or Infults,

yet whoever had not oppofed the Execution of his Projedls,

would now be juftly liable to Reproach and Cenfure. But

iince he hath equally defpoiled us all of Dignity, Power, Li-

berty, or rather, as far as was poftible, even of the very Being

of our civil Polity, did you not, when guided by my Counfels,

confefledly maintain the moft honourable Conduct ? But I re-

turn from this DifrrefTion.

What Meafures therefore, ^fchines, did it become the Dig-

nity of the Republic to purfue, when ftie beheld Philip prepa-

ring to extend his Dominion and Tyranny over Greece ? What

D d d 2 Advice

(6) We have here another Inftance of The Doftor imagines it a different Read-

Doftor Taylor's critical Sagacity, not un- ing taken from the firil and earlieft Edi-

like that in Page 364. There appears in tions of our Authors. Upon his Au-

all our Editions and Manufcripts a tedi- thority, and the Arguments, with which

ous Repetition of the fame Sentiments, it is fupported, the prefent Tranflation.

although fomewhat differently exprefled.
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Advice ought I to have given ; what Decree fhould I have pre-

ferred, efpecially in Athens ? (for this Circumftance is of

higheft Importance) I was confcious, that through all Time,

to the very Day upon which I firft afcended this Tribunal, my

Country had ever contended for Sovereignty, for Fame and

Honour ; that fhe had expended more Blood, and more Trea-

fures in her Zeal for the Glory and Interefts of the Grecians,

than any Tingle State of thofe Grecians had ever expended for

its own particular Safety. I faw Philip himfelf, with whom

we maintained this Conteft, after having loft an Eye, his

Collar-bone broken, his Arm, his Leg maimed, yet ftill

with Ardour purfuing his Projeds of Empire and Dominion,

and abandoning to Fortune, with Chearfulnefs and Alacrity,

any other Part of his Body {he pleafed, fb that he might enjoy

the Remainder with Honour. Belides, no Mortal could have

ever ventured to affert, that a Man educated in Pella, an ob-

fcure and inconfiderable Village, could have been animated

with a Spirit capable of afpiring to the Sovereignty of Greece,

or that fuch a Defign could have ever entered into his Imagi-

nation ; while you, Athenians as you are, and inftru(£l:ed in

your earlieft Education to behold and admire the glorious Ex-

amples of your Anceftors, could of your own meer Motion

make a Surrender.of the Liberties of Greece to Philip. No

Man living would have ventured fuch an AlTertion. It there-

fore of Ncceftity remained to oppofe his Ufurpations with Re-

folution. Thus did you adl at the Beginning, with Juftice, and

with
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with Dignity. Thus did I decree, and advife, while I con-

tinued in Adminiftration. I confefs it ; but indeed in what

other Manner could I have a6led ? I afk you this Qucftion,

^Ichines, without mentioning Amphipolis, Pydna, Potida-a,

Halonefus: I do not mention them; Serrium, DorifcuSj the

taking Peparethus by Storm, and every other Inftance of In-

juftice, with which the Republic had been treated, I will not

even know whether they ever exifted. You have however af^

ferted, iEfchines, as you can indeed very dextroufly affert

whatever you think proper, that I had often mentioned them,

meerly with an Intention of provoking Philip's Refentment

;

whereas in Fa6t, all the Decrees relating to them were prefer-

red not by me, but by Eubulus, Ariftophon and Diopithes.

But I fhall not fpeak at prefent to thofe Decrees. However,

when Philip had made himfelf Mafter of Euboea, and fortified

that Ifland with a Defign of making a Defcent upon Attica

;

when he meditated his Expedition again ft Megara ; feized up-

on Oreum, difmantled Porthmus, eftabliflied the Tyrant Phi-

liftides in Oreum, and Clitarchus in Eretria ; when he had

fubdued the Hellefpont, befieged Byzantium, and among the

Cities of Greece, had abfolutely deftroyed fomc, and obliged

others to reftore their Exiles

;

: in all this Condudl did he com-

mit any real Adl of Hoftility ; did he diffolve the Treaties be-

tween us? Did he violate the Peace, or not ?i Should any of

the Grecian States have appeared in Oppofition to thefe Acts

of Violence, or not ? If they really ought not, and Greece,

accordingo
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according to the Proverb, fliould have been given up Uke a

Myfian Conqueft (7) to the firfl: Invader, while the People of

Athens were yet in Being, and even beheld thefe Tranfa<5lions,

I then confefs, that I was trivially employed, when I gave my

Advice, and the Republic was as trivially employed, when fhe

followed that Advice. Be mine therefore all the Faults and

Errors of her Condudl ; yet it ever any Oppofition were to have

been formed againft thefe Ufurpations, whom could fuch an

Oppofition better have become, than the Athenian People ?

Such was my Condudt in Adminiftration during that Period»

When I faw this Oppreflbr enflaving all Mankind, I oppofed

him; I foretold the Event, and remonftrated to you not to

abandon the World to his Ambition. With regard to the

Peace, it certainly was not violated by the Republic, iEfchines,

but by Philip, when he feized our Ships. Read the Decrees

themfelves, and Philip's Letter concerning that Tranfadion, in

their proper Order ; for by examining them both with Attention,

it will manifeflly appear, who was blameable in every parti-

cular of that Affair.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Neocles, in the Month of Sep-

tember, an extraordinary Affembly being convened by the

Generals,

{"]) A Myfian Conquefi was a Proverb their King, went by Advice of an Oracle

to exprefs the Weakntfs of a State, fuch to Achilles, to be cured of a Wound,

as that of the Myfians, when Telephus, that Hero himfclf had given him.
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Generals, Eubulus the Cytherian, delivered his Opinion :

Whereas the Generals have made Report to the AfTembly, that

Philip's Admiral Amyntas hath carried into Macedonia, and

there detains in Cuftody, our Admiral Laodamas, with tvv^enty

Veflels fent to the Hellefpont for the Importation of Corn ; be

it decreed, that the Prefidents of the Senate, and the Generals

take Care to convene the Senate, and that Ambafladors be fent

to Philip, who fhall remonftrate to him upon his relcafing

the Admiral, the VefTels and the Soldiers : that if Amyntas

hath indeed a6led in this Matter through Ignorance, the Athe-

nian People will not prefer any Complaint againft him ; or if

Laodamas fhall be found to have a6led in any Thing contrary

to his Inftrudlions, the Athenian People will take Cognizance

of the Affair, and punifli him according to the Nature of his

Offence : but if neither of thefe appear to be the real State of

the Cafe, but that fome intentioned Injuftice hath been com-

mitted either by Philip or his Admiral ; then the Ambaffadors

fhall return an Account of the Affair, that the People may de-

liberate upon proper Meafures. Eubulus therefore, not De-

mofthenes, preferred this Decree j Ariftophon another ; after-

wards Hegefippus; Ariftophon a fecond Time; then Philocra-

tes, Cephifophon, and many others. I never had any Con-

cernment in thefe Meafures. Read the Decree.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Neocles, on the thirtieth of Sep-

tember,
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tember, witli Confent of the Senate ; the Magiftrates and Generals,

having firft made Report to the Senate of what had paffed in

the Aflembly, declared that the People had determined, Am-

bafladors fhall be fent to Philip to folicit the Reftitution of

their Ships, and that proper Inftrudions be given them, be-

fides this Decree of the Aflembly. Cephifophon, Democritus

and Polycritus were eleded ; the Tribe Hyppothoon prefided

in the Senate, Ariftophon, the Prefident, made the Motion for

this Decree.

As I produce thefe Decrees, fo fhould you, iEfchines, pro-

duce thol'e, that I have preferred, by which you may convid

me of having been the Occafion of the War. But impofTible.

If you had any fuch Decrees, it was your Intereft to have im-

mediately fliewn them. Neither indeed does Philip himfelf

impute any Blame to me with regard to the War, although he

complains of others moft feverely. Read his Letter.

Philip's Letter.

Philip, King of the Macedonians, to the Senate and People

of Athens, Greeting. Your Ambafladors are arrived here, and

have remonftrated to me concerning the Difmiflion of thofe

Ships, that Leodamas commanded. Upon the whole of this

Matter, you appear to me to have adled with uncommon Weak-

nefs, if you could imagine, I am ignorant of the real Defti-

nation of thefe Ships, or their being fent under Pretence of

traniporting
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tranfporting Corn from the Helkfpont to Lemnos, but in Re-

ality with Deiign to fuccour the Selymbrians, then beficgcd by

me, and not comprehended in our Treaties. Thefe Orders

were given to your Admiral, without the Confcnt of the Athe-

nian People, by certain of your Magiftrates and others, who

now are private Citizens, and have refolved by every poflible

Method to violate the Peace fubfifliing between us, and to re-

new the War. This Refolution they purfue with much more

Earneftnefs, than that of fuccouring the Selymbrians, imagining,

that fuch an Event will be an ample Revenue to them. I can-

not however conceive, how it can promote our mutual Advan-

tage. For thefe Reafons I reftore the Ships brought into our

Harbours ; and if you are willing no longer to fufFer thefe Mi-

nifters, by whom you are impelled to commit fuch Adls of

Injuftice ; if you punifh them, as they really merit, I fhall en-

deavour to preferve our Treaties. Farewell.

The Name of Demofthenes never once appears in this Letter,

nor hath he charged me with having any Share in this Tranf-

adion. But wherefore, while he cenfures others, doth he not

mention my Adminiftration ?' Becaufe, he muftthen have men-

tioned his own Ufurpations. For upon them I had unmove-

ably fixed my Attention, and made them the principal Objedls

of my Oppofition. I firft decreed an Embafly to Peloponnefus,

when he firft fecretly marched againft Peloponnefus : then to

Euboea, when he attempted Eubnea : afterwards I propofed,

Vol. II. E e e not
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not an Embafly, but an Expedition to Oreum, and Eretria,

when he had eftabliflied his Tyrants in thofe Cities. Laflly,

the Fleets, by which Cherfonefus was preferv^d, and Byzantium,

and all our Confederates, were appointed by my Decrees. A
Meafure from which you received the faireft cf all Rewards

j

Praifes, Fame, Honours, Crowns, and Gratitude from thofe,

who were indebted to you for their Prefervation. Among the

Nations, opprefTed by this Ufurper, they, who were dire6ted

by your Counfels, found in them their Deliverance: they, who

fjightly regarded your Advice, have had frequent Reafons to

remember what you foretold, and to be convinced, that you

were not only well affeded to their Interefts, but endowed with

fuperior Wifdom, and even with a Spirit of Prophecy ; for cer-

tainly whatever you predicted, the Event hath verified.

That Philiftides would have purchafed at any Rate the

PoffefTion of Oreum, and Clitarchus of Eretria ; that Philip

would have given a mighty Sum to have made himfelf Mafter

of thofe Cities, from whence he might have annoyed the Coafts

of Attica ; and paid any Price, to have been fecure againft a

Convidllon of his other Ufurpations, or to prevent an Inquiry

into the numberlefs A6ls of Hoftility committed againft us,

every Man is perfedlly confcious, and you, jEfchines, can leaft

of all Mankind be ignorant. For the Ambafladors, who came

hither from Clitarchus and Philiftides, took up their Refidence

in your Houfe, and you entertained them at the Expence of the

Pub-^
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Public ; thofe very Ambaffadors, whom the Athenians violent-

ly drove out of the City, and confidered as Enemies, who

neither offered Propofals juft in themfelves, or advantageous to

the Commonwealth. Thefe Enemies, however, of the Re-

public, were the Friends of iEfchines. Are not thefe Things

true, thou Slanderer ? Thou, who haft afferted, that I re-

ceive my Bribe, and am filent, but grow clamorous, when I

have laviflied it away. Not fuch however is your Pradlice.

You are clamourous, even when you receive, nor will ever ftop

thofe clamours, unlefs our Judges impofe an eternal Silence

upon you, by branding you this Day with Infamy. (8)

'But when I was crowned for thefe Services by your Order;

when Ariftonicus propofed a Decree, in the very fame Terms,

that Ctefiphon hath now ufed (for this is the fecond Time thefe

Honours have been conferred upon me) iEfchines, though

prefent, never oppofed it, or indided the Perfon, who prefer-

red it. Read the Decree.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Chaerondas, on the twenty-fifth Day

of January, the Leontidean Tribe prefidingin the Senate, Ari-

ftonicus delivered this Opinion : Whereas Demofthenes hath

rendered many and important Services to the People of Athens

;

E e e 2 main-

(8) The Perfon, condemned under the ble of pleading in any CourC of Judi-

Penalty of Infamy, was for ever incapa- cature.
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maintained the Interefts of their Confederates both in Times

pafl:, dnd in the prefent by his Decrees; reftored fome of the

Euboean Cities to their Liberty ;
given conftant Proof of his

Affedtion to the Athenian People, and, to the utmoft of his

Power, promoted their Interefts and thofe of the other States of

Greece in all his Words and Adions ; it feemeth good to the

Senate and People of Athens, that Demofthenes fhall receive

the Praifes due to his Defervings ; that he fhall be crowned

with a golden Crown, and the Crown itfelf be proclaimed in

the Theatre, when the Feftival of Bacchus is folemnized, and

when the new Tragedians appear upon the Stage ; that the

Proclamation fhall be committed to the Care of the prefiding

Tribe, and the Diredor of the public Games. Thus Ariftoni-

cus delivered his Opinion.

Where then is the Difhonour, the Deriiion and Laughter,

or whatever elfe he afTures us fhall attend the Republic, as a

Confequence of my being crowned at prefent ? Certainly,

when Affairs are recent, and univerfally known, if they have

been happily conduced, they fhall be rewarded with Thanks

;

if otherwife, ftigmatized with Punifhment. It is however

apparent, that I was then rewarded with the general Thanks

of my Fellow-Citizens, not ftigmatized with Punifhment or

Cenfure.

During the Period therefore in which thefe Tranfadlions

hap-
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happened, it muft be univerfally confefTed, that I managed

the Affairs of the Republic in the beft manner, bccaufc what-

ever I propofed, whether fpeaking or writing, prevailed in your

Councils ; becaufe my Decrees, by which the Commonwealth,

and I, and every Citizen of Athens were honoured with

Crowns by the other States of Greece, were always carried into

Execution ; becaufe you folemnized Sacrifices and Proceffions

to the Gods, for the wife and happy Condud: of your Affairs./

When Philip therefore was driven out of Euboea, by your Arms

indeed, but by my Pohtics, (and though fome, who liear me,,

fliould even burft with Spleen) by my Decrees, he attempted

to raife another Battery againft: the Republic. Obferving that

we imported a greater Quantity of Corn, than any other State,

he determined to make himfelf Mafter of the Exportation of

it from the Hellefpont, and marching into Thrace endeavoured

to prevail upon the Byzantians, who were at that Time his

Confederates, to unite their Forces with him, and to declare

War againft us. When they refufed, and afferted (as they

might with utmoft Truth affert) that they had not entered

into an Alliance with him upon fuch Conditions, he inverted

their City ; eredled Batteries againft it, and befieged it in Form.

I fhall not aik in what Manner we ought to have adled in fuch

a Conjundture. It is univerfally manifeft. 5 But who fuccoured

the Byzantians and preferved them ? Who prevented the Hel-

lefpont from being at that Time fubdued to a foreign Power ?

You did, O Men of Athens j when I fay you, I fay the Re-

public.

4
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public. But who was he, that in all his Orations, Decrees

and Adions, with Simplicity of Heart, and without Referve,

devoted himfelf to the Service of that Republic ? I. (9) How

univTrfally advantageous were thofe Meafures, you are not now

to learn by my Oration ; you have been convinced by their Ef-

feds. For that War, belides the honeft Fame you acquired,

fupplied you with a larger Abundance of all the NecefTaries of

Life, and at a cheaper Rate, than this Peace, of which, to the

Ruin of their Country, fome of our very excellent Citizens, in

View of their own future Expedtations, are fo religiouily obfer-

vant. In fuch Expedlations may they for ever be difappointed,

nor ever partake of thofe BlefTings, which you implore of the

immortal Gods in your warmeft Affedlion for the Common-

wealth, nor ever prevail upon you to engage in their Machina-

tions. Now read the Decrees, by which the Byzantians and

Perinthians crowned the Republic for thefe Meafures.

Decree of the Byzantians.

JBosPHORicus being Pontiffe, Damagetus, having obtained

Leave

(9) Medea's Anfwer to her Confidant, Line? Mci^ disje, ^ c'eft affez. There
in Corneille, very much refembles the is another PafTage, of almoft the fame

Boldnefs and Sublimity of this Paflage. Kind, in this great Author.

Voire pays vous hdit^ fotre Epoux ejl Julia, ^e vouliez-vous qiCilfit centre

fans foi, irois ?

Centre tant cfennemis que vous refle-t-il? Horace. i^V/ mourut.

Med. Moi. Adt i. Sc. 4. Horace, Aft 3. So. 6.

All France, fays Tourreil, hath felt and How much more forcibly might the Ex-

admired this Anfwer. But fliould not preffion have been ? What would you

the Critic have acknowledged, how cold have had him done againfi three ?— Died.

and fpiritlefs the Beginning of the next 8
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Leave of the Senate to deliver his Opinion, fpoke thus in the

Affembly : Whereas the People of Athens have in Times pafi:

conftantly preferved a Spirit of Bene\'olence towards the By-

zantians, and their Confederates and Kindred, the Perinthi-

ans ; and whereas they have conferred upon them many and

great Obligations, particularly in a late Conjundlure, when

Philip of Macedon invaded their Dominions, with Intention

utterly to deftroy their whole Nation ; laying wafte their

Country with Fire, and cutting down their Forefts ; the Peo-

ple of Athens then fent us Succours of an hundred and twenty

Ships with Proviiions, Arms, and SiDldiers ; relieved us

from imminent Danger, and reftored to us our ancient Form

of Government, our Laws, and the Sepulchres of our Ancef-

tors ; it therefore feemeth good to the Byzantians and Perin-

thians, to grant unto the Athenians the Rights of Intermarriage,

the Privileges of Citizens, the Poffefllon of Lands and Tene-

ments, a diftinguifhed Seat at all our public Games, a Free-

dom of entering into our Senate, and into the Affemblies of

our People, next to thofe, who have the Superintendence of

all religious Matters : furthermore, that whoever thinks proper

to inhabit our Cities fhall be exempted from all Taxes and

Impofts : that three Statues, fixteen Cubits high, fhall be e-

redled at the Port of Byzantium, reprefenting the Republic of

Athens crowned by the Byzantian and Perinthian Republics

:

that Prizes (hall be fent to the general Meetings of Greece at

the Ifthmian, Nemean, Olympic and Pythian Games : that

the
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the Crowns, with which the People of Athens are crowned by

us, fhall be there proclaimed, to the Intent that all the States

of Greece may know the Magnanimity of the Athenians, and

the Gratitude of the Byzantians and Perinthians.

Now recite the Decrees of the People of Cherfonefus, when

they fent Crowns to this Commonwealth.

The Decree of the Chersonesites.

The People inhabiting the Cities of Seftus, Eleus, Madytus,

and Alopeconnefus, prefent the People of Athens with a golden

Crown of fixty Talents Weight ; and confecrate an Altar to

Gratitude, and the Athenian People, becaufe they have received

from that People the greateft of all human Bleflings, by being

taken out of the Hand of Philip, and reftored to their Country,

their Laws, their Liberty and their Temples. Thefe Benefits

we fhall through all Time gratefully remember, and return

thefe Obligations to the utmoft of our Power. Thus they

unanimoufly decreed in their general Aflembly.

' My Counfels therefore, and my Adminiftration not only

preferved Cherfonefus and Byzantium ; not only prevented Phi-

lip from making himfelf Mafter of the Hellefpont ; not only

acquired thefe Honours for the Republic, but made the Gene-

rofity of Athens, and the Perfidy of Philip, evidently manifeft

to all Mankind. For while he was adlually an Ally and Con-

federate
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federate of the Byzantians, yet he befieged them in the Face of

the whole World, (an Adion at once mod infamous, and ex-

ecrable) while you, although you had many juft Reafons of

Complaint againft them for Injuries formerly committed, not

only did not remember your Refentment, or abandon them,

when they were opprefTed, but openly appeared in their De-

fence. By this Condu6t you gained univcrfal Honour and

Efteem. That indeed you yourfelves have crowned many ot

your Citizens for the Wifdom of their Adminiftration, no Man

'is ignorant. But that the Republic herfelf was ever crowned,

I mean by any of her Senators or Orators, except by me, no

Man living will venture to affert.

I SHALL now demonftrate, that his Invedives againfl: the

Euboeans and Byzantians, when he numbered over the Er-

rors, which perhaps they had really committed againft the

Interefts of the Commonwealth, are abfolute Calumnies ;

not only becaufe they are falfe in themfelves (of which I

prefume you are perfedlly convinced) but fuppofing them true,

becaufe I have employed them in fuch a Manner, as to have

rendered them advantageous to your Affairs. To this Fur-

pofe, I fhall briefly mention one or two Inftances of your

own Condud:, moft honourable to the Republic. , For

every Citizen in his priv^ate, and every Nation in its

public Chara6ter, fhould perpetually endeavour to excell in

their future Adions, whatever they themfelves have already

Vol. II. F f f per-
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performed mofl: reputable and glorious. (lo) When the Lace-

daemonians therefore, O Men of Athens, were abfolute Mafters

both by Land and Sea ; had furrounded Attica with Guards and

Garrifons ; had taken PoffefTion of Eubosa, Tanagra, Boeotia,

Megara, JEgma, Cleonae and the adjacent Iflands ; when the

Republic had neither Ships in her Harbours, nor Walls round

her Capita], yet you marched to Haliartus, and a few Days

afterwards to Corinth, although you might juftly have refented

the numberlefs Outrages, committed both by the Corinthians

and Thebans in the Decelean war. (ii) But you a6led not

thus inglorioufly ; far otherwife. The Athenians, ^Efchines,

engaged in both thefe Expeditions, neither in gratitude for Be-

nefits received, nor becaufe they were infenfible of their Dan-

ger; but becaufe they would not abandon thofe, who fled

to them for Protedion. Then, ardent in the Purfuit of Honour

and of Fame, they determined to expofe themfelves to the

moft formidable Perils ; thus generoufly confulting at once their

Intereft and their Glory. For Death is the certain Period of

Life to every human Creature, although he hide himfelf for

Safety in his moft fecret Chambers. It therefore becomes the

brave

(lo) This PafTage hath been ill ren- cibiades, built a ftrong Fort, from whence

dered by our Tranflators, except the Ita- they ravaged the open Country ; kept

lian. Percicche rhiwmo nelle ftie private Athens in perpetual Alarms, and often.

alticni, iS una citta nelle publiche, aW e- intercepted her Convoys of Provifions.

f-mpiodelle piu belle operefempre, c\\tQg)\, The Importance of this Fort gave its.

6 ella ha fatte, debhe forzarji di far Tal- Name to the War, although it was noc

tre cofe, eke a far gli rimangano. built 'till the nineteenth Year of what is

(ii) Decelea was a little Village about generally called the Pcloponnefian War.

fifteen Miles from Athens. Here the Thucydides. 7. Lib*

Lacedaemonians, by the Advice of Al-
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brave to attempt every honourable Enterprize ; oppofing their

Courage and their Hopes to the Danger, and refolute to bear

with Fortitude, whatever God fhall appoint. Thus a6led our

Anceftors ; thus adled fome of our Citizens, who are yet Hving,

when they fuccoured the Lacediemonians, (12) certainly neither

Friends nor Benefadors, but guilty of a thoufand Ads of In-

juftice and Oppreflion with regard to the RepubHc. Yet when

the Thebans, after their Vidlory at Leudra, determined utterly

to deftroy them, you oppofed their OpprefTors, neither terrified

by the Greatnefs of their Power, nor the niilitary Reputation

they had acquired ; neither confidering the numberlefs Wrongs

you had received from that very People, in whofe Defence you

now endangered your own Safety. By thefe Inftances/ you

made it evident to all the States of Greece, that however they

might offend, you would referve your Refentment for fome

other Occafion, and neither remember nor demand an Account

of their Offences, when either their Safety, or their Liberty
^

were in Danger.
|

Fff2 Nor
(12) The Sentence in the Original is than in the temperate Digniry of the

imperfeft. The Verb, that (hould ex- Pa/Tage before us. Would not fome of
prefs defending, ftucourhigy relieving the the ancient Orators have imitated, or the

Lac-edsmonians, does not appear in the Critics have mentioned it with their ufiial

Text. Ol' AocxeSxificavin;. Doftor Tay- Marks of Wonder and Approbation?

!or thinks it an Inftance of that velientent Is it not more natural and fimple to iina-

and violent Spirit, which will not be con- gine, that Iqc-^B-.-txi/, la-xuxrxv, or fome

fined by the Rules of Grammarians, fuch Word, hath been loft by the Care-

Yet furely we might rather have expefted leirnefs of Tranfcribers ^ However, we
to find fuch an Inftance of Irregularity, fliouid be cautious of applauding thefe

unknown even to the Boldnefs and Li- hazardous Beauties, which perhaps are

centioufnefs of Poetry, in fome other only pardonable in their original Author,
Parts of this Oration, where the PalTions and are greatly liable to be abufed by
inight be fuppofed to have occafioneJ ir, his Imitators.
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Nor with regard to the Lacedemonians only did you behave

yourfelves in this Manner, but when the Thebans invaded Eu-

boea, you did not indolently behold that Event, nor remember

how you had been injured by Themifon, and Theodorus in the

Affair of Oropus, but fuccoured and relieved them. It was at

this Period, that our Citizens, among whom I have a Right of

being numbered, firfl voluntarily offered themfelves to the Re-

public to fupport the Expence of fitting out your Gallies.

But of this Matter hereafter. Yet however glorious your pre-

ferving that Ifland, fiill more glorious, when you became abfo-

lute Mafters of its Cities and the Lives of their Inhabitants, that

you honourably reftored them to thofe, by whom you were thus

injured, without demanding an Account of their Injuftice,

when they had placed this Confidence in your Integrity. A
thoufand other Inftances I pafs over unmentioned ; the Sea-

fights, Expeditions, Battles, in which, both formerly and within

our Memory, the Republic engaged, in Support of the Liberties

and Interefts of Greece. When I beheld Her, upon fo many and

fuch important Occafions, voluntarily entering into thefe Contefts

in Defence of others, what Counfelfhould I have propofed, what

Advice fhould I have given, where her own Safety was in fome

Meafure under her Confideration ? To remember her Refent-

ments againft thofe, forbid it Jupiter ! who now folicited her

Protedion ; and to feek for Pretences, by which we ihould

have betrayed the common Caufe of Liberty ? ^ightnotany of

our Citizens have been juftified in killing me, if I had attempted,

everi
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even in Words alone, to diOionour the ancient Glories of the

Commonwealth ? For that in Fadl you were incapable of a6t-

ing in fo degenerate a Manner, I was perfedlly convinced. If

you had been thus inclined, what could have hindered you ?

Was it not undoubtedly in your Power ? Were not iEfchines

and his Fadion moft afliduous in advifing you to fuch Mea-

lures ?

But I return to the regular Account of my Adminiftration

after this Period, and do you again confider, whether I have

adled for the general Advantage of the Commonwealth. When

I beheld your Marine, O Men of Athens, lying in Ruins, and

the Rich for an inconfiderable Pittance exempted from the

Taxes, that fhould fupport it ; when I beheld your Citizens, of

moderate and indigent Circumftanccs, defpoiled of their Pro-

perty, and the Republic perpetually too late in her Operations,

jl determined to eftablifh a Law, by which I compelled the

rich to adl with Juftice ; protected the poor from Oppreflion,

and, what was of infinite Importance, effedually provided, that

the Commonwealth fhould always be ready, at the appointed

Time, in all her military Preparations. When I was indided

upon an Adlion of preferring a new Law in oppofition to thofe

already eftablifhed, I appealed to your Tribunal, and was ac-

quitted ; nor did my Prolecutor obtain the fifth Part of the

Suffrages, (i 3) What Sums do you then imagine would our

principal

(13) This was an honourable Acquittal. When a Profecutor had not a fifth

Patt
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principal Citizens, (14) appointed for the Equipment of our

Gallies, have given me, not to have 'propofed this Law ; or at

leaft, to have fufpended the immediate Profecution of it, under

the ufual Forms of an Oath to propofe it hereafter. (15)

Such Sums, O Men of Athens, as in Truth I am afhamed to

mention. Nor would they have adled imprudently ; becaufe

by the former Laws fixteen of them were permitted to join in

building a fingle Galley ; from whence their Taxes were very

inconfiderable, or rather abfolutely nothing, while the poor

were cruelly opprelTed. But by my Law, every Citizen was

obliged to contribute in proportion to his Fortune ; and thus the

Man, who before had contributed only a lixteenth part to build-

ing one Galley, was now obliged to build two at his own

Expence. For they did not before call themfelves Trierarchs,

but Contributors. (16) Certainly there was not any Sum, they

would not chearfully have given to have evaded the force of the

new Law, and not been compelled to adl with Equity to their

Fellow-

Part of the Votes, he was generally fined fignifying the Oath, by which the De-

in Proportion to the Importance of the cifion of a Caufe was put off. One ot

Caufe. This was done to difcoiirage the Parties fwore he was incapable of at-

vexatious and litigious Profecutions. Pa- tending, either through Sicknefs, or fome

trocles, who preferred this Indidment other Neceflity, but would renew the

againft our Orator, was fined five hun- Suit, as foon as poiTible.

dred Drachmas. (i6) The 'V\'ox<\ Trierarch in its firfl

(14) Litterally tranflated, 'They, who and principal Senfe fignifies, the Com-

hold the firft, fccond and third Rank in mander of a Galley. In this, and many
the Clajfes appointed to raife this Tax. other Paflages, it means the Perion, ap-

The Reader may find the Scheme, upon pointed to build it. Our very excellent

which our Autlior founded his Law, in Itahan Tranflator has not been attentive

the firft Oration, fird Volume. to this Difference ; / governatori delle

(ij) Ev ^TTuiA,ocrto(., A Law-Term, galee.
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Fellow-Citizens. Now read the Decree, for which I was in-

didled. Then read the Schedule of Taxes appointed by our

former Laws, and afterwards by mine.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Polycles, on the fixteenth of Sep-

tember, Demofthenes propofed a Law to the Board of Admiral-

ty, repealing all former Laws, by which the Contributions of

the Trierarchs were regulated. It was confirmed by the Senate

and People. Patrocles preferred an Indictment againft De-

mofthenes for this Violation of our Laws, and not gaining a

fifth Part of the Suffrages, was fined five hundred Drachmas.

Now produce the very honeft Taxes of our former Laws.

The Taxes.

Let fixteen Trierarchs, from twenty five Years of Age to for-

ty, be appointed for building one Galley, and let them equally

contribute to the Expence.

Now read the Taxes propofed by my Law,

The Taxes.

tET the Trierarchs be chofen, according to the Valuation of

their Eftates. If it amount to ten Talents, kt them build one

Galley ; if to more than ten Talents, let them be taxed in pro-

portion as far as building three Gallies and a Frigate ; if to lefs,

then let a Number be joined together, whofe Eftates amount

to that Sum. i

Bco
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Do I then appear to have inconfiderably relieved the Poor

from their Oppreflions, or would not the Rich have purchafed at

any Price a Power of continuing their Injuftice ? I do not

therefore only triumph in my not having yielded to their Soli-

talions, or in having been honourably acquitted when I was

indidled, but in having eftablifhed this falutary Law, and pro-

dudlive of fuch happy EfFe6ts. For during the whole Courfe

of the War, while your Expeditions were conduced according

to this new Regulation, no Trierarch ever complained of In-

juftice, or applied to you for Redrefs ; none ever" fled for Re-

fuge to the Afylum of Diana's Temple at Munychia ; none were

ever thrown into Prifon by the Comptrollers of the Navy ;

your Galleys were never taken by the Enemy, or detained in

Harbour, unable to put to Sea by not being properly equipped.

Yet all thefe Accidents often happened by your former Laws,

becaufe the Poor were incapable of paying their Taxes,
i From

hence many infuperable Difficulties arofe. But I removed the

Expence of thefe Armaments from the Poor to the Rich, and

then every thing was regularly conduced. I therefore imagine,

that I am not unworthy of Pralfe, for having through my
whole Courfe of Miniftry conftantly preferred fuch Meafures,

as at once added Reputation, Honour, Strength to the Republic,

and that nothing envious, malignant, ill-natured ; nothing

abjedl, or unworthy of the Commonwealth ever appeared in

my Adminiftration. Upon thefe Principles I (hall appear to

have a(5ted, not only with Regard to your Affairs, but to the

general
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general Interefts of Greece. In Athens I preferred not the Fa-

vour of the Rich to the Jufticc due to the Poor j nor in Greece

preferred the Prefents and Amity of PhiHp to the common

Welfare of her States.

I THEREFORE imagine it only remains to fpeak. to the Procla-

mation, and the Obligation of paffmg my Accounts before I

am crowned ; becaufe I prefume I have fufficiently proved,

that I have ever aded for the Utility of the Republic ; that I

have always been zealous and ardent for its Welfare. I fhall

therefore pafs over the principal and more important Meaiures

I recommended, and carried into Execution during my Miniftry,

as I am convinced, that loughtfirft to juftify myfelf againfl: the

Charge of having violated our Laws ; and if I am filent after-

wards with regard to the refl of my Adminiftration, I believe

your Confcioufnefs will give fufficient Teftimony in my Favour.

I cannot, by the Gods, imagine, you were much informed by

the confufed and perplexed Harangue, that iEfchines made con-

cerning the Laws, he had tranfcribed, (i6) and many Farts

of it I myfelf was utterly unable to conceive. However, I Hiall

in perfect Simplicity follow the dirc6l Path in conhdering the

Juflice and LegaHty of this Decree. For fo far from aiTerting,

that I am not obliged to render an Account of my Miniflr)',

Vol. if G 2 2 as
E> G

(16) iEfichines had tranfcribed die was to be crowned. This was the Rule

Laws, that he aiTerted Ctefiphon had cfjuftice, mentioned in Page 330, by

violated, upon a Tablet, cravlhov, which which the People might difcern the Dif-

he placed in public View in Oppofition agreement between the Decree, and the

to the Decree, by which Demofthenes Laws it contradided. Tayior.
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as he hath falfely and repeatedly affirmed, that I confefs ray-

felf through my \^'hole Life accountable for whatever Employ-

ments I have held, or whatever Meafures I have recommended
;

but for what I have voluntarily given out of my own private

Fortune to the Public, I do maintain, I am at no Time liable

to account. Doft thou hear, iEfchines ? Neither I, nor any

other Citizen, although he had actually poffefled the Dignity

of one of our nine Archons. For where is the Law, fo full of

Injuftice and Inhumanity, as to deprive that Man of the grateful

Acknowledgements due to his Merit, who hath given any Part

of his Fortune to his Country; or hath performed any humane

and generous Adion ? Where is the Law, that delivers him

up to the Mercy of Calumniators, and makes them Judges of

his Liberality ? There never was fuch an inhuman Law. If

iEfchines affirms the contrary, let him produce it. I fhall

acquiefce and be filent. But in Truth, O Men of Athens,

there is no fuch Law in being. Yet becaufe I was Treafurer of

your theatrical Funds, when I generoufly gave thofe Sums to>

the Pubhc, he therefore impudently allerts, " The Senate con-

" ferred thefe Honours upon him, while he was yet accounta-

" ble for that Employment". But I received thefe Hononrs,

not for any Employment, fubjed: to account, but for my pure

Liberality, thou Calumniator.

" But you were Surveyor of our Walls ;" yes, and even from

that Office have I merited thefe Honours, becaufe I expended

largely
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largely of my own Fortune, nor charged my Expence to the

Commonwealth. Accounts of public Money do indeed require

a fevere Infpeftion and Scrutiny; but voluntary Gifts jufHy de-

mand Gratitude and Praife. Upon thefe Motives Cteiiphon

preferred this Decree. That fuch hath ever been your Manner

of Proceeding, not only confirmed by our Laws, but by out

general Ufages, I fhall eafily demonftrate by numberlefs Exam-

ples. Firft, Nauficles, Commander of your Forces, was often

crowned for his Liberality. When Diotimus and Charidemus

gave Shields to their Soldiers, they were honoured with Crowns.

Neoptolemus, Diredor of feveral public Works, was alfo diftin-

guiflied with this Honour for his Generofity. It were indeed

deplorable that a Magiftrate, while he exercifes his Office, fhould

be forbidden to give of his Bounty to the Republic, or inftead

of receiving Thanks for that Bounty, fhould be fubjeded to

pafTmg an Account. To evince the Truth of what I afTert,

read the Decrees relating to thefe Perfons.o

The Decree.

Demonicus was Archon, when Callias, according to tlie

Refolution of the Senate, on the twenty-fixth Day of Septem-

ber, delivered this Opinion : that it feemeth good to the Se-

nate and People to crown Nauficles, Commander of their For-

ces, becaufe when two thoufand Athenian Soldiers were in

Garrifon at Imbros, whither they had marched to fuccour

their Countrymen, eflabliilied in that Ifland ; and when Phi-

G g g 2 alon.
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alon, appointed to provide for their Subfiftence, was prevented

by a violent Storm from failing thither, and from paying the

Troops, he advanced their Pay out of his own Fortune, nor

ever afterwards demanded it from the Republic. Let the

Crown be proclaimed during the Feftival of Bacchus, when

the new Tragedians appear upon the Stage.

The Decree.

When the proper Magiftrates had colledled the Suffrages of

the Senate, Callias thus delivered his Opinion : Whereas Chari-

demus, Commander of our Infantry in the Expedition to Sala-

mis, and Diotimus, General of the Cavalry, did at their own

Expence furniflTi with Shields eight hundred of our Soldiery,

who had been plundered by the Enemy in the Battle at the

River Cephifllis : it therefore feemeth good to the Senate and

People to crown Charidemus and Diotimus with golden

Crowns, and that Proclamation thereof be made at the great

Feftival of Minerva, at the gymnaftic Games, at the Feftival

of Bacchus, when the new Tragedians appear ; and that the

proper Magiftrates, the prefiding Tribe, and the Directors of

the Games, take Care, that this Proclamation be duly executed.

Each of thefe Perfons, iEfchines, was indeed accountable

lor whatever Employment he held ; certainly not for the Ge-

nerofity, by which he merited thefe Honours ; neither, confe-

quently, fhould I be accountable for mine. I may with Juftice

claim the fame Privileges with others, in the fame Circumftan-

ces.
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ces. I liberally gave, and for that Liberality I am honoured
;

furely not accountable for what I have given. I have born

Employments, and for them have paffed my Accounts ; not for

,thefe Inftances of my own Generofity. ; But, in the Name of

Jupiter !
*' I have been guilty of ftrange Mifdemeanors in the

" Difcharge of thcfe Employments." As you were prefent,

JEfchines, when I paffed my Accounts before the proper Officers,

why did you not then prefer this Indictment ? But clearly to

demonftrate, that he himfelf bears Witnefs for me, that I receive

this Honour for thofe AAions, of which I am by no means obli-

ged to render an Account, let the Secretary read Ctefiphon's

whole Decree. Becaufe, by every Article of that Decree, to

which he never made any Objection, he will appear in his

prefent Profecution an infamous Calumniator. Read.

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Euthycles, on the twenty-fecond

Day of Oftober, the Oenean Tribe prefiding in the Senate,

Ctefiphon delivered this Opinion : whereas Demofthenes, when

he was appointed Surveyor of our Walls, expended and gave to

the People, out of his own private Fortune, the Sum of three

Talents ; and when he was Director of the theatrical Trcafiiry,

generoufly added an hundred Minae to the common Fund for

Sacrifices: (17) it feemeth good to the Senate and People of

Athens,

(17) Wolfius acknowledges the Diffi- mous latin Trandation. Ha donafo a

culty of this Paffage, and gives '.-.is own tutti curatori delle cofe /acre cento njine

Explanation of it, with the different per fare i facrifici. Tradidit omnium
Tranflations of it before his Time, tribuum jerariis centum minas pro fuppH-

Let us add the Italian, and an anony- cationibus peragendis.
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Atlieusj that Demofthenes iliall receive the Honour due to his

ringular Merit, and to that Affcdion, which he hath always

pieferved towards the Athenian People ; that he be crowned

with a golden Crown, and Proclamation thereof be made in the

Theatre, during theFeftival of Bacchus, when the new Trage-

dians appear, and that the Care of this Proclamation be com-

mitted to the Diredor of the Games.

These, iEfchines, are the Particulars of my Liberality

;

thefe you have not thought proper to arraign ; but the Honours,

conferred upon me by the Senate as a Reward for that Liberahty,

thefe are the Obje<5ls of your Indidment. To receive Obliga-

tions therefore you acknowledge to be within the Law ; and do

you efleem the Gratitude of repaying them, illegal ? If we

were obliged to defcribe the moft abandoned Profligate, deteft-

ed by the Gods, and verily pofTeffed with the moft malignant

Spirit of Envy, would not thefe, I here atteft thofe Gods, be

the Marks ot his Charader ?

With regard to Proclamations, I fhall pafs over a thoufand

Inftances, and without even mentioning, that I myfelfhave been

often crowned in the Theatre. But in the Name of the im-

mortal Gods, canfl: thou indeed, iEfchines, be fo perverfely

abfurd ; fo flupidly fenfelefs, as not to be capable of difcern-

ing, that a Crown always conveys the fame Honour to the

Perlbn, upon whom it is conferred, wherever it be proclaimed

;

2 but



IN DEFENCE OF C T E S I P H O N. 415

but that the Proclamation is made in the Theatre, for the Bene-

fit and Advantage of thofe, by whom it is beftowed ? Who-

ever hears it proclaimed is animated with a more generous

Ardour for the Intercft of the Republic, and they, who beftow

the Crown, and thus gratefully repay the Services, that deferved

it, are more honoured, than the Perfon who receives it. Up-

on thefe Reafons the Commonwealth has founded the following

Law.

The Law.

The Proclamations for Crowns granted by the Boroughs of

Attica fhall be made in their own refpedive Boroughs ; but if

the People and Senate of Athens crown any of their Citizens, it

fball be permitted to proclaim them in the Theatre, during

the Feftival of Bacchus.

DosT thou hear, iEfchines, the Law itfelf exprefsly de-

claring, "if the People and Senate of Athens crown any of

" their Citizens, let them be proclaimed in the Theatre ?"!

Wherefore then, unhappy Man, doft thou utter thefe Calum-

nies? Wherefore invent thefe Falfehoods? Why doft thou not

purge away this Madnefs of thy Brain with Hellebore? Art

thou not afhamed of having urged this Profecution, not for any

Crime, committed againft the State, but to gratiiy thy own

malignant Spirit of Envy ? Doft thou not blufti for having

corrupted fome of our Laws, and quoted others partially, which

ought in Juftice to have been recited at length ; efpecially before

Judges,
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Judges, who are engaged by Oath to pronounce Sentence ac-^

cordincT to thofe Laws ? Yet after having a6ted in this Man-

ner, you enumerate the QuaHfications, that {Kould neceflarily

enter into the Charadler of a zealous and faithful Republican,

as if you were giving Diredions to a Sculptor, and had after-

wards received a Statue greatly different from the Diredions

you had given ; or as if a valuable Republican were to be de-

fcribed by your Words, not by his own Conduft, and the

Meafures he had propofed in his Miniftry. (i8) Then with

Clamour and Vociferation, as if you were ftill in the original

Cart of your Profeffion, (19) you utter a Language, without

Diftindion of fitting or unfitting, far better fuited to thee, and thy

Family, than mine. However, I conceive there is this Differ-

ence, O Men of Athens, between Invedives and a legal Profe-

cution, that Profecutions have for their Objedls fome Crimes,

for which the Laws denounce a proper Punifhment ; but In-

vedives

(18) Our Author laughs at ^fchines Part of the Sentence rendered very difFer-

for luppofmg, that a Minifter of State ently from the Senfe, in which it is under-

could be exaftly formed according to his flood by our Tranflators, and Commen-
Defcription. He makes no Allowance tators.

for the various Abilities and Virtues and (19) uu-tt^d e^ a^a'l'iyf. ^s if out

Paffions, that mufl: enter into the Com- of a Cart. The Tranflator confelFes, he
pofition •, and form perhaps the moft has no Authority among our Commen-
complex Being of the Creation. He ex- tators for applying tbefe Words to the
pec^s it (liould be complete and fimple, particular Cart, in which Thefpis and
as it appears in his Ideas. Thushegivts his firft flrolli g Comedians exhibited
Dircdt ons to a Sculptor for a Statue, but their Plays. Yet this Application gives
will be miferably difappointed, if he a peculiar Spirit to the Pafiage, as it

imagines, he lliall fee it finiflied in every whimfically reprefents ^fchines in this

FeatLtre, Lineament, and Attitude, ac- original Theatreof his Profefllon. which
.cording to thofe DirecT:ions. Demofthenes is always extremely careful

1'he learned Reader will find the latter to remember.
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vedivcs have only thofe Expreffions of Bitternef>, which they,

who hate each other, are apt to utter in Proportion to the na-

tural Malignity of their DifpoHtions. Yet I cannot imagine,

that our Anceftors ered;ed thefe Courts of Juftice, that you

fhould afiemblc here, and liften to thofe atrocious Calumnics>

with which we flander each other; but that we fhould legally

accufe and convidt whoever hath been guilty of any Crime

againfl: the Republic. Although ^fchines was equally con-

fcious, as I am, of this Truth, yet he hath chofen the Invec-

tives of his Cart, rather than a legal Profecution.

It were however unreafonable, that he fhould go ofF in

Triumph on this Occafion, and efcape the Vengeance he hath

provoked. I fhall therefore regularly proceed upon that Con-

fideration, when I have afked him the following Queflion.

Whether, ^Efchines, may we pronounce you my Enemy, or

that of the Republic? Mine undoubtedly. When it was

however in your Power to revenge, in regular Courfe of Law,

the Crimes I am now fuppofed to have committed, v/hy did

you totally negled: to profecute me by an Examination into my

Accounts, by an Indi6lment for the Laws I had tranfgrefled, or

by fome other judicial Proceeding ? Or when I was declared

innocent in every Inftance by the Laws themfelves ; by the

flated Days appointed for my Arraignment, and by the Judge-

ment frequently pronounced upon my Condu6l ; when i never

was convicted of any one Aiflion injurious to the Interefls of my

Vol. II. o FI h h Coun-
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Country ; when the Republic certainly gained, according to

particular Incidents and Conjundures, a greater or lefs confide-

rable Share of Glory by my Adminiflration, haft thou now de-

termined upon this Oppofition ? Be cautious however of being

found an Enemy to the People of Athens in Reality, to me in

Appearance.

Since you are now inftruded how to pronounce Sentence ac-

cording to Juftice, and the religious Obligation of your Oaths,

I hold myfelf compelled, (for fo it appears) although not natu-

rally fond of Invedives, to return fome Anfwer to his Calum-

nies, and Falfehoods ; to tell fome neceftary Truths concerning

him, and to demonftate both what he is in himfelf, and from

what Anceftry defcended, who with fuch Facility provokes,

and talks Evil of others ; who tears to Pieces fome cafual

Expreflions of mine, though he himfelf utters Things, of

which, what good Man would not be afhamed ? If JEncus,

Rhadamanthus or Minos were my Accufers, not this Word-

Catcher, this hackneyed Pettifogger, this miferable Scrivener, I

do not imagine they would have treated me with fuch injurious

Language, or with fuch Infolence, as when, like an Adlor in

a Tragedy, he cried out aloud, O Earth, and Sun, and Virtue,

with other Exclamations of the fame Kind ; and again, when he

invoked that Intelligence and Erudition, by which we diftinguifli

between Things beautiful and deformed. You yourfelves heard

him talk this extraordinary Language. What Commerce, thou Im-

purity
j
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purity, haft thou, or thine, with Virtue ? What Knowledge to di-

ftinguifh between Things beautiful and deformed ? Whence could

you have acquired fuch Difcernment, whence claim the Merit

of fuch a Talent ? Canft thou prefume to talk of Erudition ?

They, who have indeed acquired a larger Portion of it, never

boaft of the Pofleffion themfelves, and blufh whenever it is

mentioned by others. But it happens to thofe, who are totally

uneducated like you, that in meer Want of common Senfe they

aflume the Appearance of it, and torture their Hearers with

the Vanity of difplaying it, but never perfuade them into an

Opinion of their Learning.

a, Although certainly not a Lofs for Matter in Abundance

concerning thee and thine, yet I am really at a Lofs where to

begin. Whether that your Father Tromes was a Slave in Fet-

ters to Elpias, the Schoolmafter, who taught Children their Al-

phabet near the Temple of Thefeus ; or that your Mother

exercifed her daily Matrimony in a Brothel near the Statue of

Calamites, the Hero, and there educated this very lovely Pic-

ture x)f a Man, this lirft-rate Adlor of third-rate Charaders?

Or that Phormio, the Galley-Trumpeter, and a Slave of Dion's,

firft raifed her from this honourable and virtuous Employment ?

But by Jupiter and all our Deities, I am apprehenfive,

while I am thus treating thy Charadler with ftrifteft Propriety,

that I fhall appear to talk a Language ill-fuited to my own

H h h 2 Manners
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Manners and Reputation. I fhall therefore avoid it hereafter,

and will here begin the Hiftory of his proper Life. He is now

Tio longer one of the Vulgar ; one of the unknown ; but emi-

nently diftinguiilied by being devoted to Defcrudion by the

general Execrations of our People. For lately ; do I fay lately ?

even Yeflerday, or the Day before, he became at once an A-

thenian, and an Orator. Then adding two Syllable* to his Fa-

ther's Name, indead of Tromes he calls him Atrometus ; and

very folemnly decorates his Mother with the Title of Glauco-

thea, whom we all remember by the Surname of Empufa, in

Honour of the various Forms (he could affume on certain Oc-

cafions, and her ready Compliances, doing or fufFering.

What other pofiible Account of fuch an extraordinary Appel-

lation ? -Yet thou, ungrateful as thou art, and malevolent in

thy Nature, though raifed from Slavery to Freedom, from Indi-

gence to Riches, by the Favour of our People, art fo far from

repaying thefe Obligations with Gratitude, that thou haft fold

thyfelf to their Enemies, and employed all the Powers of thy

Adminiftration to their Deftrudion.

'Whatever appears in his Orations, by which his Intentions

with regard to the Republic can poillbly admit of a Difpute,

I fhall pafs over unnoticed ; but whatever he hath been openly

convidled of ading in Favour of our Enemies, I fliall defire you

To recolledl:. Who does not remember the disfranchifed Anti-

phon ? He had promifed Philip to fet Fire to your Arfenals,

and
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and came hither fecretly for that Purpofe. When I had feized

him, harking in the Pyr^um, and dragged him before an Af-

fembly of the People, this Traitor, by loud and repeated Cla -

mours, *' that I had outraged the Liberty of the Conftitution i

" infulted an unhappy Citizen in his Misfortunes, and unwar-

*' rantably broke into his Houfe," prevailed to have the Cri-

minal difmiffed ; and unlefs the Areopagus, perceiving the Vil-

lainy of the Affair, and fenfible of your Imprudence at fo cri-

tical a Conjundture, had ordered flri<fl Search to be made

after that execrable Incendiary ; unlefs they had arrefted, and

brought him before you again, he had been violently wrefted

out of the Hands of Juftice, and efcaped with Impunity under

the Protedlion of this pompous Declaimer. On the contrary,

you put him to the Torture, and then fent him to his Execu-

tion, as you ought in Juftice to have treated his Advocate. But

when with the fame Imprudence, which had often produced

moft unhappy Confequences to the Public, you appointed JEC-

chines your Deputy to the Congrefs of the States at Delos, the

Areopagus, who were perfectly well informed of every Circum-

ftance of his Condud; with regard to Antiphon, and to whom

you had given the fole Cognizance, and abfolute Determination

of the Affair, inftantly turned him, like a Traitor, out of his

Employment, and nominated Hyperides your Deputy. Such

was the Decifion of the Senate, and executed with all the re-

ligious Ceremonies of approaching the Altar in giving their Suf-

2 frages,
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fratres, when not one Suftiage was give» to this unhallowed

Villain. Jn Atteftation of thefe Fadls call me the Witnefies.

The Witnesses.

The following Perfons, Callias, Zeno, Cleon, and Demoni-

cus, bear this Teftimony to Demofthenes ; that when the Peo-

ple had ele6led ^Efchines their Deputy to fupport the facred

Rights of the Temple at Delos, in the general Aflembly of the

Amphi6lyons, we being met in Council adjudged Hyperides

to be much more worthy to plead the Caufe of the Republic,

and Hyperides was accordingly eleded.

As ^^fchines therefore was appointed to this Office; as the

Senate excluded him, and preferred another, it then openly

declared him a Traitor, and an Enemy to his Country. You

have here one gallant Inftance of his Politics, and which cer-

tainly bears a near Refemblance, does it not ? to thofe Crimes,

whereof I am accufed. I fhall now defire you to recolledt an-

other. When Philip fent Python hither, and with him the Am-
balTadors of all his Confederates, with an Intention of expofing

the Republic to univerfal Shame, and proving, that fhe had

violated the Laws of Nations, I yielded not to that infolent O-

rator, nor gave Way to the impetuous Torrent of his Declama-

tion. I rofe, and replied ; nor did I, like a Traitor, give up

the Juftice of your Caufe, but fo manifeftly convidled Philip

of Perfidy and Injuftice, that even his own Confederates arofe

and acknowledged the Charge. Yet ^Efchines was an Advocate

for
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for Python : not only was a Witnefs, but even a falfe and per-

jured Witnefs. Nor were even thefe Treafons fufficient. He
was foon afterwards found in TJirafo's Houfe in fecret Confer-

ence with Anaxinus, the Spy of Philip. But undoubtedly,

whoever fecretly confers and holds Correfpondence with an E-

miflary of our Enemies, is himfelf in the very Nature of Things,

a Spy, and an Enemy to his Country. In Proof of thefe Af-

fertions, let the Witncfles be called.

The Witnesses.

CaLlidemus, Hyperides, and Nicomachus, having been

duly fworn before the Generals, deliver this Teftimony in Fa-

vour of Demofthenes : That they faw iEfchines entering by

Night into the Houfe of Thrafo, and their holding fecret Con-

ference with Anaxinus, who was generally reputed the Spy of

Philip. This Teftimony is dated the third of July, under the

Archonfliip of Nicias.

A thoufand other Proofs of his Villainy I pafs over unmen-

tioned, for in general fuch was his Condu6l. Befides, I could

now give you many other ftill more flagrant Inftances of his

having, through that whole Period, like a Slave maintained the

Interefts of your Enemies, and purfued me with perpetual Vex-

ations. But Fa<£ls of this Kind make not any juft ImprefTion

upon your Memories, nor excite that Indigpation they defervc.

You have indulged (by unhappy Cuftom) an unbounded Licence

to every Declaimer, who thinks proper, to fupplant and ca-

lumniate
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lumniatc the Citizen, who propofcs to you the moft falutary

Coiinfcls, and thus exchange the real Advantages of the Com-

monwealth for the trivial Plcafure and Gratification of liftening

to Calumnies and Inveftives. From thence, it becomes more

eafy, and far lefs dangerous for them, who are fervilely devoted

to your Enemies, to receive the Reward of their Perfidy, than

for a faithful Citizen, and zealous of your Welfare, to accept

of an Lmployment in your Adminiftration.

Before the War was openly proclaimed it was impious, O
Earth and Heaven ! to have affifted PhiHp. Can the Charge

of Impiety be denied in an Ad: of Treafon againft our Country ?

Pardon him however, if fuch be your good Pleafure ; pardon this

Impiety. But when our Ships were openly plundered, Cherib-

nefus laid Vv^afte, and Philip had invaded even the Territories

of Athens ; when the Affair was no longer Matter of Doubt,

but Hoftilities were a6lually commenced, yet this Sychophant,

who mouths his Iambics fo tragically, hath not one Decree,

whether of greater or lefs Importance, to produce for the Ad-

vantage of the Republic. If he dares affert the contrary, let

him produce it in thefe Hours allotted for my Defence. But

there is not any fuch Decree. From whence, one of thefe two

Confcquences mufl: neceffarily follow, either that he was inca-

pable of finding Fault with my Condud, and therefore did not

offer any other Decrees ; or being folicitous to promote theln-

tercfts of our Enemies, was determined not to propofe any

better
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better Meafures. But when he found a PoffibiHty of working

any execrable Mifchief, did he ftill refufe to prefer any Decree ?

Was he flill obflinatcly filent ? No. He would not then

fufFer any one elfe even to fpeak.

His other, fecret Pradices, the Commonwealth might per-

haps have endured ; but one daring A61 of Villainy hath crown-

ed and compleated all the former. That A 61, upon which he

confumed fo confiderabie a Part of his Harangue, when he

feemed determined utterly to pervert the very Nature of Truth

by a perplexed and tedious Enumeration of Locrian Decrees

and Refolutions. But impoffible. How can Truth be per-

verted by Falfehood ? It is not, ^fchines, in the Multitude

ofWords to wafli away the Guiit of this Tranfadion. But I

here invoke, O Men ofAthens, in your Prefence, all our Gods

and Goddeffes, who graciou fiy prefide over thefe Territories,

efpecially the Pythian Apollo, the God of our A.nc€ftors, and

implore them all to grant me Happinefs and Health, as I now

fpeak truly, or as I truly fpoke in your Affembly, when I

firft perceived (for I perceived, and inftantly perceived) this un-

hallowed Wretch engaging in thefe execrable Designs. IBut if

in perfonal Enmity to him, or Love of Oppofition, I now ac-

cufe him falfely, may thofe Gods render me for ever incapable

of enjoying the Bleflings I pollefs. But wherefore this earneft

Invocation, or why thefe vehement Exclamations ? Becaufe,

although I can indifputably prove the Fadls, whereof I (hall

nccufe him, by our public Records ; although I am perfuaded.

Vol. II. I i i that
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that you yourfelvcs perfedly remember the whole Tranfadion^

yet I am apprehenfive he may be deemed too incon{iderable ta

be capable of working fuch enormous Mifchiefs. Thus it hap-

pened before, when he brought hither his Falichoods from

Macedonia, and utterly wrought the Deftrudion of the mifera-r

ble Phoc^eans. For iEfchines was the fole Contriver of the Am-
phiflaean War ; that War, by which Philip got Poficflion of

Elatsa ; by which he was elected Commander in Chief of the

Amphidlyons, and overturned th& whole imperial Conftitution

of Greece : j^fchines alone was the Caufe of all our fevereft

Misfortunes. When, at the Moment, I entered my Proteft

againft him, and cried aloud in the Affembly, " You bring a

*' War, i^lfchines, into Attica J the Amphidyonic War," fome

of his Party, convened by him for that Purpofe, would not

fuffer me to proceed ; while others were aftonifhed, and even

fufpeded, that in perfonal Hatred I had charged him with an

imaginary Crime. Now hear, O Men of Athens, Unce you

were not then permitted to hear, the Nature and Circumftances

of this Affair ; with what View the Projedl was contrived,

and how it was carried into Execution. You will behold a

Scheme admirably well concerted
;
you will receive no incon-

fiderable Lights with regard to this Period of your Hiftory, and

obferve how great was Philip's Dexterity, and Addrefs.

It was impofTible for him to exped a happy Iffue of the

War, or to be relieved from its Diftrefles, except he could en-

gage
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gage the Thebans and Theflalians in a Quarrel with this Repub-

lic. For although your Generals conducted the War againfl

him unfortunately, and with very unequal Abilities, yet the

War itfelf, and our Privateers wrougrht him a thoufand Mif-

chiefs. He could neither export the Produce of his own King-

dom, or import whatever NecefTaries he wanted from other

Countries. He was neither, at that Time, fuperior to us by

Sea, nor powerful enough by Land to have invaded Attica, if

the Theffalians had not followed his Standards, or the The-

bans opened him a Paffage through their Dominions. What-

ever Superiority he gained over the Generals, fuch as they

were (for their Charaders are not at prelent under our Confl-

derationj whom you employed againft him, yet by the Nature

and Situation of the Country, where the War was carried on,

and by fome Advantages we mutually enjoyed, he was infi-

nitely diftrelTed. If he fliould attempt, upon Motives of his own

perfonal Enmity alone, to induce the Theffalians and Thebans

to invade us, he was convinced, they would pay him very little

Attention ; but if, by affuming the fpecious Appearance of a

common Caufe, he could be chofen General of the Amphicly-

ons, he then hoped to fucceed more eafily, either by Artifice

or Perfuafion. What therefore was the Plan he propofed ?

Behold how admirably concerted. To kindle a War againfl:

the Amphidyons, and to raife Diffentions in their Counfels at

Thermopylte, from whence he prefumed, they would immedi-

ately apply to him for Affiftance. If however he fliould em-

I i i' 2 ploy
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ploy either his awn Deputies, or thofe of his Confederates in

the Scheme, he was juftly apprehcnfive, that the Thebans and

ThefTahans would fufpedl; him, and the Grecians in general be

more upon their Guard. But if an Athenian j a Deputy, ap-

pointed by a People, who had declared themfelves his Enemies,

would negotiate the Affair, he doubted not, as in Fad it

happened, that he fhould conceal his Defign. But how did he

execute his Projeft? He bribed this Traitor. Then, while

we were in general, I believe, unapprehenfive of their Inten-

tions, or (as it ufually happens in your Affairs) not fufEciently

careful to prevent their taking Effed, it was propofed to fend

^fchines Ambaffador to the Congrefs at Thermopylas, and

when three or four of his own Fadion had given him their Suf-

frages, he was declared duly eledled» Being thus inverted with

the Authority of the Republic, he entered into the Council of

the Amphidlyons, and there, negledling and treating every other

Confideration with Contempt, he fludioufly applied himfelf to*

perfe6t the great Work of his Corruption. Having compofed a.

very fpecious Harangue, and difplayed his Invention in a fabu-

lous Story of the Confecration of the Cirrhtean Lands, he fo far

impofed upon the Deputies, Men unexperienced in the Subtleties

of Eloquence, and little fagacious to- forefee the Confequences

of their Compliance, as to perfuade them to decree, that a

Survey fhould be taken of the Territories, which the Am-

phiffasans afferted to be their Property, and had therefore cul-

tivated, but which iEfchines with loud Accufations of Sacrilege

affirmed
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riffirmcd to have been dedicated to Apollo, although the Lo-

crians never had inftituted any Suit againft us upon a Claim of

Impofts or Cuftoms, as he hath moft untruly pretended in his

Harangue. You will be convinced by this only Confideration.

It was impofiible for them to have inftituted any Suit againft

the Commonwealth, unlefs they had jfirft fent us a regular Ci-

tation. But who ever fent us fuch a Citation ? From what

Power and Authority was it iffued ? Shew us, ^fchines, the

Man, who knows, and will aflert the Fadl. Impoflible. The

whole is an Abufe of Truth ; a vain and idle Pretence of your

own Invention.

When the AmphicSyons therefore, by his Suggeftions,

went to furvey thefe Lands, the Locrians fuddenly fell upon

them, and had well nigh deftroyed them with their Arrows.

Some of the Deputies were taken Prifoners. When this Conteft

arofe, and War was declared againft the Amphifi'sans, Cotty-

phus was appointed General of the Amphidyonic Forces. But

when feveral States either did not appear at the Congrefs, or,

if they did appear, were totally inadlive, foiiie of the ThefTali-

ans, who had long been Traitors to their Country, and certain

Citizens

(20) It was a wife Inftitution, that Locrians therefore had demanded any

whatever Difputes happened between any new Cuftoms, or Imports in their Ports

two Grecian States, a third fhould be of the Athenians, they muft have fued

chofen as Umpire, to whole Decifion for them under the Authority of fome

they fhould be obhged to fubmit. This other Republic, whofe Citations would

third State iflued out Citations, or Sum- now appear upon Record. We are ob-

mons to tlie Parties concerned, with all ligcd to Dodor Taylor for this Expla-

tbe Forms of a regular Procefs. If the nation of the PafTa ge.
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Citizens of other Republics, inftruded for the Purpofe, inftant-

ly propofed PhiHp at the next Aflembly to be Commander in

Chief, and alledged many very plaufible Reafons in Favour of

their Propofal ; *' That either they muft be obHged to bring in

*' Contributions themielves ; to maintain a Body of foreign

" Troops, and to punifli thofe, who refufed to comply with

" their Orders, or to ele6t Philip their General." What

need I fay more ? Upon thefe Reafons he was eleded ; when

inftantly alTembling his Forces, and entering on a feigned

March to Cyrrha, he heartily bids farewell to the Cyrrh^ans

and Locrians, and feizes upon Elataea. At this Moment there-

fore, if the Thebans had not fuddenly changed their Refolution,

and united with you, this whole Project, like a Winter's Tem-

peft, had precipitately fallen on the Republic. Thus, prin-

cipally, by the favourable Interpofition of fome God, O Men

of Athens, and next, as far as lies within the Power of any one

Man, by my Services, did the Tiiebans inftaiitly check the

Progrefs of this Deftroyer. Now let the Secretary read the fe-

veral Refolutions of the Congrefs at Thermopylas, with their

refpedlivc Dates, that you may behold what Mifchiefs this de-

teftable Villain occafioned, for which he hath to this Moment

cfcaped your Vengeance. Read.

Resolutions of the Amphictyons.

Under the Pontificate of Clinagoras, in a Spring-Council

held at Thermopylae, the Deputies and Affiftants of the Am-

pl;ii(5tyons
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phldyons entered into the following Rcfulution : : Whereas the

AmphilTneans do now trefpafs upon, cultivate and graze Cattle

en the Lands confccrated to Apollo, it is refolved, that the

Deputies and their Affiftants (hall take a Survey of thofe Lands

;

mark out the Bounds with Pillars, and forbid the Amphiff^ans

ever to enter upon them for the future. /J

Other Resolutions.

Under the Pontificate of Clinagoras, in a Spring-Council

held at Thermopylae, it is refolved by the Deputies, Affiftants

and general Afiembly of the Amphidyons : /Whereas the Am-
phifTsans have divided among them ; do now cultivace, and

graze Cattle on the Lands conlecrated to Apollo ; and whereas,

when they were forbidden to a6l in this facrilegious Manner,

they appeared in Arms, and repelled by Force the common

Council of Greece, and wounded fome of their Deputies, par-

ticularly Cottyphus, appointed General of the Amphi6lyons

;

be it therefore refolved, that an Embafly fhall be fent to Phi-

lip, to folicit him to affift Apollo and the Amphidlyons, and

not indolently behold the God infulted by thefe profane Am-

phiffaeans, and to acquaint him, that all the Grecians, alTem-

bled in Council at Thermopylae, da for that Purpofe eledl him

Commander in Chief of their Forces, with full Power and

Authority to ad:, as he fhall find expedient.)

Now read the Dates of thefe Refolutions, from whence it will

appear, that ^^fchines was your Deputy at that Period. Read.

The
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The Dates.

Under the Archonfliip of Mnefithides, the fixteenth Day

of February.

Now give me the Letter, that Philip fent to hi^ Confederates

in Peloponnefus, when the Thebans refufed to obey his Orders.

By that Letter you will clearly perceive he concealed his real

Defign, fuch as the Deftrudlion of Greece, of Thebes, and

Athens, under an Appearance of Zeal for the common Caufe,

and Obedience to the Decrees of the Amphidyons. But the

Traitor, who furnifhed him with Opportunities ofexecuting thefe

Projedls, and affuming thefe Pretences, was ^Efchines. Read.

Philip's Letter.

Philip, King of the Macedonians, to all the Magiftrates of

his Confederates in Peloponnefus, and to all his other Allies,

Greeting. Whereas the Locrians, Inhabitants of Amphifla, have

impioufly violated the Temple of Apollo in Delphos, and laid

wafte the confecrated Lands, I am determined, in Conjundion

with you, to affift the God, and to take Vengeance of a Peo-

ple, who have violated whatever is held facred among Mankind.

For this Purpofe, you are required to join Tne at Phocis, com-

pleatly armed, and furniflied with Provifions for forty Days,

on the next enfuing Month, which we Macedonians call Loiis,

the Athenians Boedromion, and the Corinthians Panemon.

We fhall afterwards proceed in our Condud by the general

8 Advice
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Advice of thofc, who join us with all their Forces, and fhall

certainly chaflife thofe, who do not obey our Orders. Farewell.

Behold, how he avoids mentioning his real Motives, and

conceals himfelf under his Zeal for the Amphidtyons. ' But

who concerted thefe Meafures with him, and cooperated with

him in the Execution ? Who furniflied him with thefe Pre-

tences ? Who was the principal Author of all our Calamities ?

Was not this Traitor ^fchines ? Do not therefore, O Men

of Athens, as you walk and converfe together, afcribe the Mi-

feries of Greece to one Man alone. Not by one Man alone, I

here atteft the Powers of Earth and Heaven, but by a Multi-

tude of abandoned Wretches, difperfed through all our Re-

publics, and among whom iEfchines may be juftly numbered,

have we been thus totally undone ; this iEfchines, whom, if

it were neceflary to make the plain and unreferved Declaration,

I fliould not hefitate to declare the univerfal Ruhi of all the Men,

the Territories and Cities, that have been dellroyed in Confe-

quence of thefe fatal Meafures, becaufe, whoever fows the Seed,

is Author of the Harveft : this iElchines, from whom, I am

aftonifhed, that you do not inftantly turn away, whenever you

meet him, with Averfion and Horrour. But thick and impe-

netrable is the Darknefs, for fo it appears, that hath intervened

between you and Truth.

It hath happened, while I have thus lightly touched upon"

his Perfidy to his Country, that I have regularly come to the

Vol. II. K k k Meafures,
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Mealures, by which I oppofed his Tieafons, during my Ad-

miniftration. Thefe you are upon many Accounts obliged in

Juftice to hear me relate, but efpecially becaufe, if I have in

Fadl endured fuch Labours for your Service, it would be

ihameful indeed, O Men of Athens, if you were unable to en-

dure the fmiple Recital of them. For when I beheld the The-

bans, I had almoft faid, beheld even the Athenians themfelves,

fo far feduced by Philip's Agents, and the Wretches he had

corrupted both in Thebes and Athens, as to be regardlefs of,

;;^nd unattentive to Philip's future Greatnefs ; an Objed: of

equal Terrour to both Nations, and requiring their utmoft

Attention ; when I beheld you rather prompt to injure and

oppofe each other, I was perpetually anxious to prevent a Rup-

ture between you. Neither did I rely upon my own Judgement

only for the Expediency of thefe Meafures, but was convinced

by the Condudt of Ariftophon, and afterwards of Eubulus, wha

always endeavoured to promote this Friendship between the

Nations ; and while they differed upon many other Points of

Adminiftration, yet in this they conftantly agreed. Thefe two

great Perfons, when living you followed with a fervile Adulati-

on, thou vile, pernicious Animal, and now do not blufh to

outrage their Memory after their Death. For whenever yoa

cenfure me with regard to the Thebans, you condemn/'their

Condu(5t, much more than mkie, who before I entered into

Miniflry had conftantly approved of this AHiance. But I re-

turn from this Digrcffion to inform you, tliat when iEichines

had
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had thus kindled the AmphifTsan War, and his other Accom-

pHces had efFc6lually fct us at Variance with the Thebans, Phi-

lip took that Opportunity of invading us, for the fake of which

they had fomented thefe Quarrels between the RepubHcs; and

if we had not a Uttle roufed us from our Lethargy, we {hould

never afterwards have been able to recover our Strength ; to

fuch an Extreme had they precipitately driven the Affair. In

what Manner you were then affected towards each other, will

beft appear by your Decrees and by Philip's Anfwer, which

I defire may be read. .

The Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Heropythus, on the twenty- fifth

of March, the Eredhean Tribe exercifing the Prytanic Power,

it is refolved, with the Advice and Opinion of the Senate and

the Generals ; that whereas Philip hath made himfelf Mafter of

fome Towns upon the Frontiers of Attica, and adlually demo-

lifhed others; and whereas he was now meditating an Invafion of

our proper Territories, fetting at nought our mutual Treaties,

and determined to violate thofe Oaths, by which they were ra-

tified ; thus ading in Contempt of the Peace concluded be-

tween us, and our public Faith mutually given and received ;

it therefore feemeth good to the Senate and People to fend

Ambafiadors to him, who fhall remonftrate upon his Proceed-

ings, and exhort him efpecially to preferve the good Concord

and the Treaties fubfifting between us ; or if he be otherwife de-

K k k 2 termined,
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termined, to grant the Republic Time for their future Counfels

and a Truce until May. The Senators, Simus, Euthydemus, the

Philafian, and Olagoras, were chofen for this Embaily.

Another Decree.

Under the Archonfhip of Heropythus, on the thirtieth of

April, the Commander in Chief of our Forces made this Mo-

tion ; whereas Philip hath attempted to alienate the Thebans

from us, and is now preparing to make an Irruption with all

his Forces into a Country fituated upon the Frontiers of Attica,

in open Violation of the Treaties fufifting between us ; it there-

fore feemeth good to the Senate and People to fend an Herald

and Ambafiador to expoftulate with him, and exhort him to

grant us a Truce, that the People may deliberate upon this

Exigency j becaufe they have not yet determined to fend him

any the leaft Succours, in his Waragainfl; the AmphifT^eans. (21)

The Senators, Nearchus, and Polycrates were chofen Ambaf-

fadors ; and Eunomus, the Plebeian, was appointed Herald.

Novv read his Anfwer.

Philip's Anfwer to the Athenians.

Philip, King of the Macedonians, to the Senate and Peo-

ple of Athens, Greeting. I am not ignorant of your original

Intentions

(21) We have feen Philip's Demand on. He could have no other Pretence

of Succours againft the Amphilfeans, for invading them, or they for defiring

i 1 Virtue of the Amphidyonic Decree, Time to deliberate, but becaufe they had

and the Menaces, with which it is con- notyet determined to fend him the Succours

eluded. Thefe were probably levelled he demanded. The PafTage is acknow.

at the Athenians particularly ; and we ledged dcfperate, and incapable, fiys

now fee him marching towards Athens, Doftor Taylor, of any Senfe yet give»

as ij' to put thefe Menaces into Executi- to the Words.
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Intentions towards us, nor with how much Earneftncfs you

have endeavoured to gain over the ThciTaHans and Thebans,

and even the Bceotians to your Meafures. But when they re-

folved to follow wifer Counfels, and not to fubmit their Incli-

nations to your arbitrary Decifions, but to be guided by their

own apparent Intereft, you now change your Manner of afting,

and fend AmbafTadors and Heralds to bid us recoiled our Trea-

ties, and to demand a Truce, although you have never fuffered

any A6t of Hoftility from our Arms. Having given Audience to

your Ambafladors, we comply with your Demands, and fhall

readily grant the Truce you defire, provided you remove from

your Councils the Perfons, who have ill advifed you, and in-

flidt on them that Infamy they merit. Farewell.

Philip's Anfwer to the Thebans.

Philip, King of the Macedonians, to the Senate and Peo-

ple of Thebes, Greeting. I have received your Letter, by

which you renew that Harmony and Peace fubfifting between

us. I am befides informed, that the Athenians have ufed every

Solicitation to induce you to comply with their Requefts ; and

I confefs, I did at firfl: imagine, you would be perfuaded, by

the Hopes with which they flattered you, to follow the Mea-

fures they propofed. But being now fully convinced, that after

having inquired into the State of your Affairs, you choofe rather

to maintain your Treaties with us, than to be guided by

the Counfels ot others, I have felt a very fenfi1)le Satisfaction.

But
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But while I greatly approve of your Condudl in general, I muft

particularly applaud your Prudence in this Affair, and the Re-

gard you have manifefted for my Friendfhip ; from whence I

hope you will derive no inconliderable Advantages, if you con-

tinue firm in your Refolution. Farewell.

Philip, by thefe Artifices, raifed a mutual Jealoufy between

the two Cities, and being now greatly elated with your Decrees

and his Anfwers, he marched with all his Forces and reduced

Elataea ; as if he were perfuaded, that, whatever he attempt-

ed, you and the Thebans would never unite to oppofe him.

You all remember the Tumult and Commotion, that rofe in

the City upon the Occafion, yet permit me to mention fome

few Circumftances, that require your prefent Attention. It

was Evening, when a Mefi^enger arrived and informed the Ma-

giftrates, that Elat^a was taken. Having inftantly rifen from

Supper, fome of them rufiied into the Forum, drove the Tradef-

men from their Shops, and burnt the Sheds, that covered them

;

others fent for the Generals, and called for a Trumpeter, and

the whole City was full of Confufion. Next Morning, as foon

as Day appeared, the Magiftrates convoked the Senate to their

ufual Place of meeting, while you ran with Earneftnefs to your

Afiembly, and before the Senators had debated the Affair, or

come to any Refolution upon it, the whole People had already

taken their Seats in their ufual Court. (22) When the Senate

was

(2i) There are many Particulars m this Defcription, that dcferve our Atten-

tion.
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was afterward aflembled, theMagiftratcs made their Report ofthe

Advices they had received, and introduced the MelTengerj who^

related the Affair. The Crier then made Proclamation, Who-

IS WILLING TO GIVE HIS OpiNioN ? No onc appeared. The

Queftion was frequently repeated without Succefs, though all

our Generals, all our Orators were prefent, and heard the com-

mon Voice of their Country calling upon them to fave her by

their Advice. For whatever the Crier is by Law commanded

to pronounce, ought in Juftice to be efteemed the common

Voice of our Country. But had it been neceffary for every

Citizen, who with Ardour wiflied the Profperity of his Coun-

try, to have given his Opinion, you and every other Athenian

would have arifen, and crowded to the Tribunal ; for I am con-

fident you all with Ardour wifh her Profperity. Had this Pro-

clamation regarded the Rich alone, the three hundred would

have

tion. Wolfius afks, why the Magiftra- had taken their Seats, as the Original

tes fet Fire to thefe Sheds ? "VN as it, cxprefles it, above avu. Wolfius and

that the People might not be hindered his very accurate Editor have both over-

from aflfembling ? Dodor Taylor an- looked ohe Word, though certainly re-

fwers, that they might not be interrupted markable and difficult. In gradihiis

in their Deliberations, but that every one Thealri. Aretinu*. Superiori parte.

might affift his Country in this common Anon. Sedeva di fofra. Ital. Inlocis

Danger. Avery extraordinary Reafon. fiiperioribus . Lambinus. Les fuges

As. probably, perhaps, to alarm the d'enhaut, ^ova.^YA'L; with a pretty bold

Citizens, and by this Inftance of pubhc Addition, ou Viifage U place. Thus it

Terror, engage them to attend the fcems far eafier to trandate, than to ac-

next Morning's Aflembly. But why is knowledge our Ignorance, Mr. Portal

this Trumpeter called for ? Whether to by the Word «vw, above, underftands the
found an Alarm., or fame military Charge

^^^^^^ ^^jj^^j p^^^^ j^ ^j^;^,^ ^,,^ p^^^^,^
to call the 5okUcrs together .? Thele

generally afrcmbled, and which was Ctu.^
Queftions are not yet aniwered by our

^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^j^^^ overlooked tlu.
Commentators, and our 1 ranllators only •jQ.^r.

trandate. Kcxt Morning the People

4
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have offered their Advice ; or had it affeded thofe, wlio pof-

feffed both Riches and Affedlion to the State, then the Citizens,

who afterwards made fuch Uberal Benefadions to the Pubhc,

would have laid before you their Opinions : for they were ani-

mated by the Love of their Country, as they were enabled by

their Wealth, to make thofe magnificent Benefadions. But it

appears, the Conjundures of that Day not only demanded a

wealthy Citizen, and zealous for his Country, but one who

from the Beginning had regularly attended to the Progrefs of

Affairs, and from thence juftly concluded, upon what Motives

Philip had thus aded, and what were his future Defigns. For

whoever had not, long before, examined this Point with At-

tention, however great might be his Property and Affedion to

the State, they could neither have enabled him to difcern what

Meafures we ought to have purfued, nor to give you the necef-

fary Advice.

Upon that important Day therefore did I appear, fuch as

the Exigency of your Affairs required. I came forward on die

Tribunal, and what I then propofed, I now defire you, for

two Reafons, attentively tg hear me repeat. Firfl, to con-

vince you, that I alone, of all your Orators and Magiftrates,

did not in the Hour of Danger dcfert that Port, in which my

Zeal for the Republic had placed me, but confidered, both in

my Orations and Decrees, whatever, amidft thefe Terrors, could

be moft conducive to your Intcrefls. Next, becaufe that by

employing
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employing a little Portion of Time in this Manner, you will

be better intruded in the future Government of the Common-

wealth. I therefore declared, that whoever was much alarmed

at the Friendfhip of the Thebans for Philip appeared to me totally

ignorant of the real State of Affairs. " Becaufe, I am convin-

" ced, if fuch a Friendfhip had fubfifted between them, we

*' fhould not have heard that Philip is now Mafter of Elatasa,

** but already entered on our Frontiers. I know with certain-

" ty, that his prefent Expedition is intended to carry into

" Execution the Schemes he hath concerted againft the The-

" bans." I then defired your Attention, while I explained

the whole Affair. " Every Theban, whom either his Money

" could corrupt, or his Artifices deceive, are all ready to obey

** his Commands. Some indeed, who were originally his

Enemies, and at prefent oppofe him, he could never influ-

ence. What therefore is his Deflgn, and for what Purpofe

" did he take Elataea ? That by giving them a nearer View

" of his Power and the Terror of his Arms, he might animate,

" and raife the Spirits of his Adherents, and either terrify the

Party, that oppofed him, into a Compliance with his De-

lires, or compell them to grant, what they now refufe.

Should we therefore determine in the prefent Conjundture to

remember the Injuries we may poflibly have received from

*' the Thebans, and efteem them, as Enemies, unworthy of

our Confidence, we fhall a6l in the very Manner Philip

would defire. Befides, I am apprehenfive, that they, who

Vol. II. L 11 *' now

<c
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" now oppofe him, will embrace his Party ; unanimoufly fup-

" port his Interefts, and even join with him in his Invafion of

'* Attica. If however you will be guided by my Advice ; if

" you will attentively, and without the Prejudices of Fadlion,.

" confider the Meafures I propofe, I am perfuaded, I fliall

" merit your Approbation, and avert the Danger, that me-

" naces the Republic. What therefore do I advife ? Firft,

" to difmifs your prefent Fears, or to change the Objedl of

" them, and to be univerfally alarmed only for the Thebans.

For they are much nearer to Deftrudion, and upon them,

the Danger, that threatens the general Liberties of Greece,

" will firft defcend. Then, let our Citizens, who are withirt

" the Age of military Service, together with our Cavalry,

" march out to Eleufis, to convince the States of Greece, that

*' you yourfelves are in Arms, and that your Party in Thebes

" may with Confidence, equal to that of their Adverfaries,

" affert the Freedom of their Debates, while they are aflured,

" that as the Traitors, who have fold their Country to Phi-

" lip, are fupported by an Army at Elataea, in the fame Man-

" ner you are prepared to aflift them, who are nobly deter-

" mined to contend for their Liberties, whenever they are at-

"' tacked. Let me then advife you to eled ten Ambaffadors,

" who, in Conjundion with our Generals, fhall have Power

" to appoint the Time for marching to Eleufis, and to dired

" the Expedition. Now liftcn to me with Attention, while I

" inform you, in what Manner the Affair fhould be conduced
((

iftalter
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<' after thefe Ambafladors fliall have arrived at Thebes. Make no

" Demands upon the Thebans. At fuch a Conjundure, it were

^^ difhonourable. Promife them your Afliftance, if they de-

** fire it, vi^ithout Referve, becaufe you think they are invoh'ed

" in the utmoft Diftrefs, while you have more prudently fore-

" feen this Event. Thus, if they accept our Offers, and will

" be direded by our Advice, we fliall attain the End we pro-

" pofe, and our Proceedings will have an honourable Appear-

" ance, and worthy of the Republic. Or if unhappily our

" Endeavours fail of Succefs, the Thebans muft blame them-

" felves for whatever Errors they may hereafter commit, while

** nothing difhonourable, nothing inglorious can be imputed

" to the Commonwealth."

Having urged thefe Arguments, and others of the fame

Kind, I defcended from the Tribunal. When my Difcourfe

was univerfally applauded (not a fingle Negative in Oppofition)

I did not only give you my Advice in Words, but propofed it

in Writing ; I did not only propofe it in Writing, but under-

took the Embafly ; nor did I undertake the Embaffy alone,

but fucceeded in perfuading the Thebans. I began, I continu-

ed, I perfedled the Work, and for your Service devoted my-

felf without Referve to the Dangers, that furrounded the Re-

public. Now read me the Decree, that I preferred on this Oc-

cafion. Yet tell me, iEfchines, how I fliall reprefent either my-

felf or jou on that important Day ? Shall I confefs myfelf that

L 11 2 effeminate
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effeminate Batalus your Calumnies and Sarcafms have called mc,

yet acknowledge you an abfolute Hero, and ofno mean Degree ;

one of our theatrical Heroes ; a Crefphontes, or a Creon, or

that Oenomaus, whom you tragically murdered in one of our

Villages by your miferable performance ? Yet I, the Athe-

nian Batalus, manifeftly appeared, upon that decifive Occafion,,

far more worthy of my Country, than you, the theatrical Oe-

nomaus. Not in any one lingle Inftance were you ever ufeful

or profitable to the State ; whereas I have performed every

Duty and Service, that a good Citizen owes to his Country*

Read the Decree.

The Decree of Demosthemes,

Under the Archonfhip of Naulicles, the Tribe of Ajax.

prefidiog in Council, on the iixteenth of June, Demofthenes

propofed the following Decree. Whereas Philip, King of

the Macedonians, hath in Time paft openly violated his Trea-

ties concluded with the Athenian People, regardlefs of the Oaths,

by which they were ratified, and of every other Obligation

held facred by the Greeks ; taking PoffefHon of Cities, which

did not of Right belong to him, and of fome confeffedly under

the Dominion of the Athenians, although he never had received

the leaft Provocation to thefe A6ls of HoftiHty : and whereas

he flill makes a greater Progrefs in Violence and Cruelty, putting

Garrifons into fome of the Cities of Greece, and deftroying their

ancient Forms of Government ; rafing others to their Founda-

tions,
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$ions, and enflaving their Inhabitants
; planting Colonies of Bar-

barians in others; expelling their Grecian Poflcirors, and de-

livering up to Violation their Temples and their Sepulchres

(in thefe Inftances, however, ading not inconfiftently with the

Manners of his Country, or his own natural Genius) intempe-

rately abufing his prefent good Fortune, and forgetful that he

hath unexpededly rifen to this Greatnefs, from an inconfide-

rable and obfcure Original. While the Athenians beheld him

reducing to his Obedience barbarian Cities only, that had no

Society or Alliance with Greece, they did not confider it as a

perfonal Injury, that merited their Refentment. But when

they now behold the Grecian Cities, fome of them infulted,

others ruined to their Foundations, they muft efteem it crimi-

nal in them, and unworthy of the Gloiy of their Anceftors,

indolently to fee the Greeks enilaved. It is therefore refolved

by the Senate and People of Athens, having firft put up their

Petitions, and offered Sacrifices to the immortal Gods, and

Heroes, Guardians and Protedors of this City and its Territo-

ries, and then having deeply imprefled upon their Minds the

Remembrance of the Virtues of their Anceftors, who were al-

ways more anxious to preserve the Liberties of Greece, than

even their own native Soil ; it is refolved, that two hundred

Galleys fhall immediately put to Sea, and their Admiral feC

Sail for the Streights of Thermopylae ; that our Generals fhall

afiemble the Troops, both Infantry and Cavalry, at Eleufis
;

that Ambaffadors fhall be fent to the other Grecian States, but

firft
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firfl of all to the Thebans, becaufe Philip has marched nearer

to their Frontiers ; that thefe Ambaffadors fhall encourage and

exhort them not to be terrified at Philip's Approach, but

firmly to maintain their own and the Liberties of Greece ; fhall

give them every AiTurance, that the Athenian People no longer

remember the Injuries they have received (if perhaps the

two Republics may have formerly injured each other) but will

afTift the Thebans with Men and Money and Arms, ofTenfive

and defenfive ; being confcious, that when Greeks contend

with Greeks for Sovereignty, the Contefl is glorious; but to

be governed by a Barbarian, and to be defpoiled by him of all

Authority, is unworthy of their own Honour, and the ancient

Glory of their Anceflors : that befides, the Athenian People

do not efteem the Thebans as Aliens and Foreigners, either

with regard to the Dignity of their Origin, or their being Na-

tives of one common Soil ; that they remember the Benefits,

which their Forefathers conferred upon thofe of the Thebans

;

that they reflored the Defcendants of Hercules, who were dif-

pofTefTed by the Peloponnefians of their hereditary Dominions,

and won a decifive Vidory over the Nations, that endeavoured

to oppofe their Reftoration : that they hofpitably received Oedi-

pus and the Party, that was banifhed with him, befides many

other very honourable Inftances of their AfFedion and Hu-

manity. For thefe Reafons, the Athenian People never will

dcfert the Interefts of Thebes, or of Greece in general ; and

are now ready to conclude an Alliance ofFenfive and defenfive,

to
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to be confirmed by all the Rights of Intermarriage, and by

Oaths mutually given and received. Demofthenes, Hyperides,

Mnefithides, Democrates, Callaefchrus, were deputed Ambaf-

fadors.

J
This was the Beginning and firfl: Foundation of our Union

with the Thebans. Before that Time, the two Republics were

violently impelled by thefe Traitors to mutual Enmity, Hatred

and Jealouiy. By this Decree, the Danger, that furrounded

the Commonwealth, paft away like a Cloud, and was diffipa-

ted. It was then the Duty of an able and honeft Citizen, if

he had any more falutary Meafures to propole, to propofe them

openly ; not now to cenfure and accufe. For although a

Minifter, who gives his Advice to his Country, and a factious

Calumniator, do not in any one Inftance refemble each other,

yet in this they principally differ. The firft delivers his Opinion

before the Event, and renders himfelf accountable to thofe,

who have afted in Compliance with his Advice \ to Fortune

;

to Contingences, and to whoever pleafes to demand a Realbn

for his Conduct. The fecond is filent when he fliould fpeak,

and whatever Misfortunes happen are the Subjedl of his Invec-

tives. This was the Period therefore, as I have already obfer-

ved, that required a Man, folicitous for his Country, and capa-

ble of giving her more falutary Counfel. Yet I will boldly

venture fo far as to affirm, that if any one can even now difcover

a better, or indeed any other Plan of Operations, that what I

then
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then propofed, I will acknowledge myfelf guilty. Becaufe, if

any Expedient, that might have contributed to your Service,

can even now be devifed, I confefs it ought not to have

efcaped me. But if there neither is, nor was, nor can be devi-

fed at this Moment, any fuch Expedient, how ought your Ad-

vifer to have a6led ? Ought he not to have chofen the beft

among all the vilible and practicable Schemes, that occurred

to him ? This I performed, ^fchines, when the Crier de-

manded, WHO IS WILLING TO ADVISE THE PeOPLE ? Not,

who will cenfure paft Meafures ? Not, who will be anfwera-

ble for our future Succefs ? While all this Time you fat fiient

in the Aflembly, I came forward and gave my Opinion. But

fince you then declined it, now at leaft declare ; inform us,

what was that Expedient, which I ought to have invented ?

What Opportunity of ferving the Republic have I negledled ?

What Confederacy, what Scheme of Adion, to which I fhould

rather have urged and impelled this Aflembly? But paft

Tranfadions are totally difregarded, nor do Mankind ever make

them the Subje6l of their Deliberations. The future and the

prefent only demand the Attention of an able Minifter. At

that Period therefore, the future, as it appeared, threatened us

with its Terrors ; the prefent opprefl^ed us with its Misfortunes.

In thefe Circumflances, examine the Maxims, upon which I

founded my Adminiftration ; but do not inveigh againft the

Confequences. Events are determined by the good Pleafure

of God, but the Meafures propofed by a public Minifter alone

difcover
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difcover his Abilities and Integrity. Do not therefore impute

it to me as criminal, that Philip hath happened to conquer us

in Battle; for fuch Events are in God's Difpofal, not mine.

But if I did not form every Refolution, that human Prudence

could fuggefl: ; if I did not execute them with Integrity, with

Diligence and an Activity even beyond my natural Strength ; if

the Meafures I fupported were not honourable, neceflary, and

worthy of the Republic, fhew me thefe Fads, and upon thefe

Fadls accufe me. But if the Thunder, falling impetuou fly from

Heaven, or the Winter's Tempeft, rufhing upon us, did not

only overwhelm you, but every other Grecian State, what

could I have done to oppofe it ? Shall the Merchant, who in

fitting out his Veilel for her Voyage hath prudently provided,

and equipped her with whatever he thought necefiary for her

Safety ; if a Storm arile, under which her Mafts labour, and

her Sails are rent, fhall he be accufed of her Shipwreck ? He

might ailedge, that the Veflel was not under his Diredion ;

neither did I command your Armies 3 neither was I Mafter of

Fortune, but She fole Arbitrefs of all human Affairs.

lET examine and attentively confider this Circumftance

alone ; if fuch hath been our Deftiny, though fighting in Con-

jundlion with the Thebans ; what muft we neceflarily have

expedled, bad we been deprived of their Affiftance, and had

they united with Philip, which he folicited with all the Pov/er of

Words ? If, though the Battle was fought at the Diftance of

Vol. II. M m m three
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three Days Journey from Attica, fuch Alarms of Danger;:

fuch Terrors fiirrounded the City ; what might we not juftly

have expeded, had this great Calamity befallen us within our

own Dominions ? Doft thou imagine, that in fuch Circum-

ftances we could have found it poiTible to ftand, to aflemble, to

recover Breath from our Confufion ? The Refpite of one, or

two, or three Days contributed to the Prefervation of Athens^

But it were an ungrateful Office to repeat the Calamities, that

poflibly might have happened in fuch a Situation, and which

by the good Favour of the Gods, and the Interpofition of this

Alliance, which you malignantly cenfure, the Republic never

experienced..

This Difcourfe is particularly diredled to you, my Judges,

and to the People, who have furrounded the Tribunal, and com-

pofe my Audience. For as to this contemptible Wretch, one

fhort and fimple Argument is decifive. If the Secrets of Fu-

turity were open, ^fchines, to your View alone, you fhould

have foretold the Event, when the Republic had the Affair

under Confideration. But if you were not poffefled of fuch

Forefight, you are now equally accountable with others for

your Ignorance. Why therefore fhould you rather accufe me

of this Want of Sagacity, than I you ? However, with re-

fpe£t to the Matter at prefent in Debate (for there are other

Things I do not yet mention) I fo far approved myfelf a better

Citizen than you, as I devoted myfelf to the vigorous Execu-

tion



IN DEFENCE OF CTESIPHON. 451

tion of thofe Meafures, which were unanimoufly deemed ex-

pedient, neither declining, nor entertaining a Thought with re-

gard to my own perfonal Danger ; while you neither ofFered any

wifer Counfels (for mine could not otherwife have been received)

nor did you render yourfelf ufeful in forwarding the Execution

of what I propofed. On the contrary, whatever Injuries the

bafeft and moft inveterate Foe to the Commonwealth could

poillbly commit againft her, thou art convifbed of having com-

mitted in thefe Conjundures. While Ariftratus at Naxus, and

Ariftolaus at Thafus, both of them determined Enemies to the

Republic, accufe every Friend of the Athenians, ^fchines

impeaches Demofthenes at Athens. Yet certainly the Man,

who owes his Reputation to the Calamities of Greece, ought

rather to perifh himfelf, than be allowed to accufe another.

Nor is it poffible, that he, whofe Profperity is united with that

of the Enemies of his Country, can ever be well affeded to that

Country, or zealous for its Welfare. The conftant Tenour of

your Life, and every Adion of it, whether you accept, or de-

cline entering into Adminiftration, openly confirm the Truth

of this Reflexion. Does any Projed fucceed ? iEfchines is

filent. Does any unfortunate Accident happen ? u5)fchines

appears. Thus old Fradtures and Strains torment us, when-

ever our general State of Health is affedled.

But fince he thus abundantly infifts upon Events, I fhall

venture to aflert what may probably appear a Paradox
;

yet in

M m m 2 the
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the dread Name of Jupiter and all our Gods, let none be ama--

zed at the Boldnefs of this AlTertion, but confider it with Can-

dour and Attention. Jf all the Secrets of Futurity had been

open to our View ; if the whole People of Athens had forefeen

the DiftrefTes, that have fmce happened ; if you yourfelf, JE{-

chines, through the whole Affair fo profoundly filent, had

foretold and attefted them with your wonted Clamour and Vo-

ciferation, not even then fhould the Republic have deferted the

Principles fhe had conftantly maintained, if fhe had any regard,

for her Glory, her Anceftors, or her Pofterity. At prefent it-

only appears, that flie hath been difappointed of her Hopes ;

the common Lot of human Kind, when it feemeth good to

divine Providence. But while fhe claimed a Sovereignty over

others, if fhe had then apoflatized from her ancient Principles,,

fhe would have certainly been accufed of betraying the States of

Greece to Philip. Had /he without Refiflance abandoned thofe

Prerogatives, for which our Anceftors with Fortitude fupport-

ed every Danger, who would not, uEfchines, have fpit upon

thee with Vilenefs and Contempt ? Yet furely never would

they have treated the Commonwealth or me with fuch Marks

of Deteftation. But with what Eyes, dread Jupiter! could we

have beheld the People, who now come hither from other Na-

tions, if by our own ignominious Conduit, our Affairs had been

reduced to their prefent unhappy Situation ; or if, when Phi-

lip was elected Commander of our united Forces, and Sove-

reign of Greece, we had bafely refufed our Affiftance to thofe,

who
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who engaged in the Contefl, that poflibly might have prevented

this Difhonour ? Efpecially, fince the RepubHc never in for-

rner Ages preferred an ignominious Security to glorious and

honourable Danger. For what Grecian, what Barbarian is igno-

rant, that the Thebans, and the Lacedasmonians, who had be-

fore them been the moft powerful People of Greece, or that even

the Perfian Monarch, would thankfully and gladly have allowed

the Republic whatever fhe pleafed to accept, befides the fecure

PofTefTion of her own Dominions, provided fhe would herfelf

fubmit to be commanded, and fuffer another to prefide over

Greece ? Such Conditions, it is evident, appeared to the Athe-

nians, of that Age, intolerable, and inconfiftent with the Honours

derived to them from their Anceftors, or with their own innate.

Love of Virtue ; nor through all Time was it ever poflible to

perfuade the Republic to accept of Slavery, upon an Affurance

of Security by uniting with thofe, however powerful,, whofe

Dominion was founded in Oppreffion. Yet fhe entered with

Ardour into the Conflidl, and expofed herfelf to every Danger,

when the Contefl: was for Preeminence, and Fame, and Glory.

Thefe Adlions you have always efteemed fo worthy of your

Veneration, fo agreeable to your Genius and Manners, that you

highly applaud our Anceftors, who performed them ; and with

Juftice applaud. For who does not admire their Virtue, who

had Fortitude enough to leave their Country, their native City,

and to embark onboard their Galleys, rather than fubmit to a

foreign Tyranny? Then having chofen Themiftocles, who

propofed
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propofcd this Advice, for their General, they not only floned

Cyriilus to Death, who had declared in Favour of fubmi«ing

to the Conditions inipofed upon us, but your Women de-

ftroyed his Wife in the fame Manner. The Athenians of thofe

Days did not folicitoufly inquire for an Orator, or a General,

who could procure them an eafy Slavery, but efteemed even

Life itfelf not worth preferving, unlefs it might be enjoyed

with Liberty. Each particular Citizen was perfuaded, he was

not born only for his Father and Mother, but for his Country.

Li what does the Difference confift ? The Man, who imagines

himfelf born to ferve his Parents only, patiently experts his

Hour of Deftiny, and a natural Death j while he, who is con-

vinced, that he received his Being for the Service of his Coun-

try, will rather wifli to die, than to behold her enflaved ; will

look upon Death as far lefs formidable, than the Infults and

Indignities he mufl neceflarily endure in a State difpoffefled

of its Freedom.

Had I therefore attempted even to iniinuate, that I had

infpired you with Sentiments thus worthy of your Anceftors,

I fhould juftly merit your univerfal Indignation. But I de-

clare, they were your own Determinations, and acknowledge,

that the Republic had entertained thefe generous Refolutions

before fhe heard my Advice. Let me however affume to my-

fclf fome Merit in executing thefe glorious Refolves. But

while i^fchines accufes my whole Adminiftration, and endea-

vours
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vours to enflame your Refcntment againft me, as the Author

of every Terror and Calamity the RepubKc hath experienced,

he purpofes to deprive me of my prefcnt Reputation, and vio-

lently to defpoil you of your future Glory with Pofterity. Be-

caufe, fliould you now condemn Ctefiphon, as if I had not

always propofed the wifeft Counfels in my Adminiftration, you

will appear to have fuffered thefe Calamities by your own Im-

prudence in following fuch Counfels, not by the Capriciouf-

nefs of Fortune. But impoffible, O Men of Athens, it is in-

deed impofllble, you could have aded imprudently in attempt-

ing every Danger for the Freedom and Safety of our common

Country. No ; by our Anceftors ; by thofe, who confronted

the Dangers of War at Marathon j who engaged in the Battle

of Platsae ; who fought in our Fleets at Salamis and Artemi-

fium, and by many other valiant Citizens, whofe Names are now

preferved to Immortality in our public Regifters, and whom

the Commonwealth, efteeming them all equally worthy of the

fanie Honours, hath interred, iEfchines, in one common Se-

pulchre, neither diftinguifhing the fuccefsful, nor the vidori-

ous. Such Diftindion would have been mofi: unjuft ; for

whatever was within the Duty of a Soldier to perform, they

all performed ; but the fupreme Being diflributed to each of

them, according to his own good Pleafure, their particular Suc-

ecfs. Yet here, thouaccurfed Villain; thou miferable Pettifogger,

you tedioufly talk over the Trophies, the Battles and Atchievc-

ments of our Anceftors, to rob me of the Affedion and Eflecm

of
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of my "Fellow-Citizens. How do they afiFei^: the prefent Con-

teft ? With what Sentiments, thou third-rate Ador, flioiild

J have afcended this Tribunal to advife the Republic, when

Power and Preeminence were the great Objeds of her Deli-

berations ? Should i have propofed any Thing unworthy of

her ancient Glory ? I had juRly deferved Death. Befides, O

Men of Athens, you fhould not proceed upon the fame Prin-

ciples in determining private and public Caufes. But as in

examining the Difputes, that every Day arife in civil Life with

regard to Contracts and Compads, you fhould confult the

Laws fpecially provided, and the Circumftances of each parti-

cular Cafe, fo in any Refolutions, that regard the Common-

wealth, you fliould coniider the Dignity of your Anceftors

;

and when you enter upon this Tribunal to pronounce Sentence

on any Meafure of public Concernment, you fhould afTume,

along with the Symbols and Enligns of your Office, thofe Sen-

timents of Magnanimity thatinfpire the Republic, if you pur-

pofe to adl in a Manner worthy of her Charadter.

But by thus accidentally mentioning the illuftrious Adions

.of your Anceftors, I have pafTed over fome Decrees and Tranf-

aftions of Importance. I fhall therefore return from whence

I digrelTed. Upon our Arrival at Thebes, we found Philip's

AmbafTadors, and thofe of the Theflalians, with his other

Confederates, already afTembled ; we found the Friends of

Athens difpirited ; thofe of Philip infolent and elated. But

to
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to convince you, that I do not mention thefe Circumftances

meerly to ferve my own Purpofes, read me the Letter we im-

mediately fent hither upon opening our Embafly. Yet to fuch

Excefs of Calumny has this Man proceeded, as to attribute

whatever was happily executed, not to me, but to fome favour-

able Conjundlure ; whereas every unfortunate Event he im-

putes to me alone, and to that unhappy Deftiny, which attends

me. Thus, in my proper Character of adviiing and fpeaking,

I have, in his Opinion, no Merit in that Succefs, which only

could arife from Eloquence and Wifdom
;
yet am thefole Author

of all our Misfortunes in War, and all the Errors of our Ge-

nerals. Was ever Slanderer more inhuman, or more deferving

of all Execrations ? Read the Letter.

The Letter.

When the Thebans had opened the Affembly, they intro-

duced the Theflalian AmbafTadors, as holding the firft Rank

among the Confederates. They came forward, and harangued

the People, with many an Encomium upon Philip ; with many

an Invedlive againft you, and very minutely recolleded all the

Offences, you had ever committed againft the Thebans. They

concluded with delivering it as their Opinion, that the The-

bans ought to be grateful to Philip for the Benefits he had con-

ferred upon them, and fhould now take Vengeance on you for

the repeated Injuries, you had committed againft them, either

by opening him a paftage to Athens through their Territories,

Vol. II. N n n or
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or by uniting with him in his Invafion of your Dominions.

They afterwards demonftratedj according to their own Opinion,

that by the Meafures they recommended, all the Cattle and

Slaves and other Riches of Attica would pafs over into Bceotia

;

and then afferted, that by the Propofals we were going to make,

Bceotia would be expofed to all the Ravages of War. Many

other Arguments they urged, but all tending to the fame Pur-

pofe. And here, with whatever I deem mofl: valuable in Life,

would I gladly purchafe your Permiffion to repeat every parti-

cular Article of our Reply. But I am apprehenfive, while you

imagine, that Time, like a refiftlefs Deluge, hath fwept away

the very Being of thefe Tranfadions, you will receive, as an

idle Impertinence, the Difcourfe, that would recall them to

your Remembrance. I fhall therefore only defire you to hear

the Propofals we made, and the Anfwer they returned. Take

and read it.

The Answer of the Thebans.

They afterwards folicited, and earneftly fent to you for Succours»

You marched to their Afliftance, and that I may not be obli-

ged to mention any lefs important Circiimftances, they recei-

ved you witli fuch Demonftrations of Friendfhip, that while

their own Troops, both Infantry and Cavalry, were encamped

without their Walls, they admitted your Army into their City

and their Houfes, among their Children, their Wives, and

whatever elfe they efteemed moft valuable. Thus did the The-

bans^
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bans on that memorable Day, in the Sight of all Mankind, give

you three the moft illuftrioiis Proofs of their Efteem ; the firfl:

with regard to your Courage, the fecond to your Juftice, and

the third to your Continence. For by determining to choofe

you as their Fellow- Soldiers in this Conteft, rather than to

fight againft you, they manifeftly declared their Opinion, that

you were fuperior to Philip in your military Charader, and far

more equitable in your Propofals for Peace. Then, by in^

trufting you with whatever is guarded both by them and all

Mankind with greateft Attention, their Children and their

Wives, they clearly fhewed how much Confidence they repofed

in your Virtue. In all thefe Inftances, O Men of Athens, it

hath appeared by the Event, that they judged, with regard to

you, moft rightly. Becaufe, from the Moment your Troops

entered Thebes, there never was the leaft Complaint againft

them, even an unjuft one ; fo regular was your Behaviour.

In the two firft Engagements afterwards, when our Forces and

theirs were united; in that, near the River Cephifllis; the

other, in the Winter after our Alliance, you fhewed yourfelves

not irreproachable only, but worthy of all Admiration in the

Difcipline, and Appointments, and Alacrity of your Troops.

You received abundant Applaufe from others, for your Beha-

viour in thefe Engagements, and you yourfelves oftered Sacri-

fices, and ordered Proceflions to the Gods for your Succefs.

Here therefore I would gladly demand of iEfchines, during

thefe Solemnities, when the City was full of Triumph and Ex-

N n n 2 ultation,
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ultation, and Praife, whether he joined in thefe Sacrifices, and

participated of the pubHc Joy ; or whether he fat weeping at

home, and groaning, and indulging the Malevolence of his

Spirit, over the Profperity of his Country ? If he was per-

fonally prefent and afTifted at thefe holy Solemnities, is he not

criminal ; is he not rather impious, if he now advifes you

to condemn thofe Meafures, as ruinous and pernicious, to the

Wifdom and Excellence of which he once called the Gods to

witnefs ? If he were not prefent at them, is he not worthy of

a thoufand Deaths, if he alone beheld with Sorrow, what his

Country celebrated with Joy and Triumph ? Read the Decrees.

Decrees of Sacrifices.

I Thus were we employed in Sacrifices, and while the The-

bans were convinced, they were indebted to us for their Pre-

fervation, fuch was in general rhe Situation of our Affairs, that

we, who lately feemed, by the Machinations of thefe Traitors,

to want Affiftance ourfelves, were now enabled, by following

my Counfels, to fend fuccours to others. What Exclamatiorts

Philip uttered , and what Confufion he was in upon this Oc-

cafion, you will beft learn from his own Letters to the Pelo-

ponnefians. Let them be read. They will convince you,,

what Effeds my unwearied Application wrought, my frequent

Journeys, my Fatigues and numerous Decrees, which ^fchi-

nes hath malignantly calumniated. In Truth, although many

celebrated and excellent Magiftrates, O Men of Athens, have

rifen among us before me, Calliflratus;! Ariftophon, Cephalus,.

Thra-
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Thrafybulus and a thoufand others, yet none of them ever de-

voted himfelf totally and abfolutely to the Republic. He, who

preferred the Decree, never perfonally engaged in the Embafl}\

He, who engaged in the Embafly, never preferred the Decree

by which it was appointed. Each of them referved to himfelf

feme Relaxation from the Fatigue ; fome Refuge and Refource,

if any unfortunate Accident fhould happen. What then (it

may perhaps be objedled) are you fo far fuperior in Abilities and

Intrepidity to others, that you are able, and dare alone under-

take the whole Adminiftration ? I would not venture fuch an

Affertion ; but I imagined fo imminent was the Danger, that

furrounded the Commonwealth, as not to give me Time to

confider and provide for my own perfonal Safety. I befides

imagined, we ought to be perfedly fatisfied, if nothing was

left unattempted, and whatever appeared abfolutely neceflary,

was done for our Security. I then perfuaded myfelf, perhaps

fooliflily, but I perfuaded myfelt, that whoever preferred a

Decree, would never prefer any more falutary, than mine ;

whoever entered into Negotiations, would never execute them

with greater Spirit ; and that whoever engaged in your Em-

baflies, would never difcharge the Fundions of them with more

Integrity. For thefe Reafons I fingly took upon myfelf all

thefe different Employments. Now read Philip's Letters.

The Letters.

To thefe Terms did my Adminiftration, -ffifchines, reduce

Philip, and by me was he compelled to this Language, who

before
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before had written to the Republic in a Style of Infolence and

Superiority. For thefe Services I was juftly crowned, nor did

you, though perfonally prefent, oppofe it ; nor had Diondas,

who preferred an Indidment againft it, a fifth Part of the Suff-

rages. Now read the Decrees themfelves, v/hich at that Time

were pronounced moft equitable, and to which ^fchines never

made the leafk Oppofition.

The Decrees.

Those Decrees, O Men of Athens, contain the very fame

Syllables, the very fame Words, that Ariftonicus formerly,

and Ctefiphon makes ufe of at prefent. Yet neither did JEf-

chines profecute them himfelf, nor join with Diondas in his

Profecution, though certainly, if the Crimes, of which he now

accufes me were real, he might with much greater Juftice have

thenprofecuted Demomeles and Hyperides, than have engaged in

his prefent Indictment. Why ? Becaufe Ctefiphon may juftify

himfelf by their Example, and by the former Decifions of our

Courts; by urging, that ^fchines never indicted the Authors

of thofe Decrees, fo exadtly refembling this, which is now

under your Confideration ; and laftly, that the Laws do not

allow a fecond Profecution for any Caufe, already determined ;

with many other Arguments of the fame Kind. The prefent

Affair would have then been determined by its own proper

Merits, before he could have taken Advantage of any Circum-

ftances, that have fince happened. It would then, I prefume,
^

have
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have been impoflible for him to have adted in the Manner he

does atprefent j to have colledled Extradls from ancient Records

and obfolete Decrees, which no Man ever heard of before, or

conid imagine would have been quoted upon the prefent Occa-

fion, meerly with an Intention to calumniate ; to have con-

founded all Dates and Order of Time, or fupprefled the real,

and fubftituted falfe Motives of Adlion, only to maintain the

fpecious Appearance of a Profecution. This Manner of pro-

ceeding would have been then impradlicable. All his Argu-

ments muft hav^e been urged in the very Prefence of Truth it-

felf, while you yourfelves remembered every Circumftance,

and only had them not, at that very Moment, in your own

Hands. Having therefore declined the Proofs and Convit^ion

of Fadls, he now, though late, comes forward, imagining, as

it appears to me, that you have here propofed a Prize of Elo-

quence, not appointed an Inquiry into the Affairs of your Ad-

miniftration ; and that you are now to pronounce Judgement

upon the Power of Words, not upon the Utility of your public

Meafures.

He then argues with exceeding Sophiflry, and affirms, you;

ought no longer to regard the Opinions you brought with you

into this Affembly, either in relation to him or me j but as

when you imagine a Sum of Money to be ftill remaining in any

public Account, yet if the Calculations are clear, and nothing

jjeally remains, you yield to Convidion, and are latisfied ;. in

£hc
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the fame Manner you fhould inlift upon a clear and pofitive

Demonftration in the prefent Difpute. Behold how corrupt in

its own Nature, as indeed it ought, is every Argument, that is

not founded upon Truth and Juftice. For even by this very

fubtle Comparifon, it is acknowledged, you are now confcious,

that I am pleading for the Interefts of my Country, and that

j^^fchines is the Advocate of Philip. He never could have been

thus anxious to perfuade you to alter your Opinion of us, if he

had not been aflured, that thefe were your prefent Sentiments. But

I fhall eafily convince you, how iniquitous is the Attempt of en-

gaging you to alter this Opinion, not by arithmetical Calculations,

(for this is not a Computation of Money) but by a fhort Recol-

lection of Fads, while I take this Aflembly, as Auditors at

once and Witnefles to the Account. Inftead of the Thebans

joining with Philip to make an Irruption into our Territories,

which all Mankind expeded, my Adminiftration, which he

thus condemns, produced this good Effed:, that they united

with us to prevent his invading us ; inftead of making Attica

the Seat of War, it was removed to the Frontiers of Boeotia,

almoft ninety Miles from Athens ; inftead of being infefted

and plundered by the Euboean Pyrates, our Sea-Coafts enjoyed

an uninterrupted Security, during the whole War ; inftead of

Philip's making himfelf Mafter of the Hellefpont by reducing

Byzantium, the Byzantians engaged with us againft him. Does

this Account of Fads appear to you, iEfchines, to refemble

your arithmetical Calculations ? Is it neceflary to take thefe

v

Articles
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Articles out of the Account ? Or fhould we not rather endea-

vour to perpetuate the Remembrance of them to all future

Ages ? I might add another Circumftance, that others have

unhappily experienced the Cruelty, which it is apparent Philip

conftantly exercifed over all the Nations he fubdued, while

you, by the Wifdom of your Condu6l, have reaped the Fruits

of thaj: pretended Clemency, which he artfully aflumed, with

regard to you, while he was extending and enlarging his Con-

quefts. I do not infift upon thefe Circumftances ; but I fhall

not hefitate to affirm, that whoever would inquire with Candour,

though with Severity, into the Condud of a public Minifter,

and not purfue him meerly with the Malevolence of a Slanderer,

would not accufe him, as thou haft done, by inventing Com-

parifons, ridiculing his Words and mimicking his Geftures (for

do you not abfolutely behold, that the Fate of Greece depended

upon my ufing this, not that particular Expreffion ; upon my

extending my hand on this, not on the other fide ?} but he

would examine Fads themfelves with Attention ; what Re-

fources the Republic poffefted, what military Strength, when

I entered into Miniftry ; and what Addition of Power I ac-

quired for her, while I was in the Diredion of Affairs. He

would afterwards inquire into the State and Circumftances of

our Enemies. If then I have leflened the Strength of the Re-

public, in any one of thefe Inftances, prove and convid me of

. the Crime ; but if I have conftderably augmented it, do not

abufe me with Slander and Invedlives. However, ftnce he

Vol. II. O o o hath
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hath avoided this Method of Proceeding I will undertake it, and

do you confider the Juftice of my Difcourfe.

The Forces of the Republic at that Period confifled of the

lilanders, nor indeed of all, but even the leaft powerful among

them ; for neither Chios, Rhodes, nor Corcyra were united

with us. Our Funds amounted only to forty-five Talents,

and even thefe were anticipated. We had neither Infantry,

nor Cavalry, befides our own domeftic Troops. But the Cir-

cumftanci of all others mofl: terrible, and which wrought moft

powei fully in Favour of our Enemies, all the neighbouring

Nations, Megareans, Thebans, Euboeans, were inclined, by

the Pradices of thefe Traitors, rather to declare War againft

you, than enter into Terms of Friendfhip and Alliance. Such

was the Situation of the Republic, which it is impoffible for

any Man to deny, or contradidl. Now behold the Condition

of Philip's Affairs, with whom we were to enter into this

Conteft. Firft, he governed with an uncontroulable Authority

whoever followed his Fortune ; a Circumftance in War of

all others of greatefl: Importance. His Troops were inured to

Adion ; his Funds were inexhauftible ; he was abfolute Mafter

of his own Defigns ; he neither declared them by his Decrees,

nor concerted his Schemes in Public ; he was neither con-

demned by Slanderers, nor indided for Tranfgreflion of the

Laws, nor accountable to any Man for his Condu6t. In fhort,

he was at once a defpotic Sovereign, a General, and a Mafter

of
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of every thing. But I, who was appointed to oppofe him (for

this Circumftance fhould in Juftice be coniidered) of what

was I. Mafter ? Nothing. The Power of haranguing the

People, that only Power of which I had any Share, you granted

equally to thofe, who had vilely fold themfelves to Philip ;

and whenever they gained a Superiority over me in Debate,

(which from various Pretences often happened) you departed

from your Aflemblies, after having pafled every pofTible Refb-

lution in Favour of your Enemies. However, under all thefe

Difadvantages, I procured you the Alliance of the Euboeans,

Achseans, Corinthians, Thebans, Megareans, Leucadians and

Corcyraeans, who levied fifteen thoufand mercenary Troops,

and two thoufand Horfe, befides their own national Forces,

Then with regard to the Contributions, I raifed them as high,

as I was able. Yet if you aflert, ^fchines, that the Contin-

gents furnifhed by the Thebans, Byzantians, or Euboeans, were

extremely difproportioned to thofe of the Athenians, and now

difpute about their Equality, you are certainly ignorant, that

when three hundred Galleys fought for the Liberties of Greece,

Athens alone furniilied two hundred of them. Neither did

fhe deem herfelf injured by this Difproportion, nor did fhe

profecute, or let her Indignation appear againfl the Perlbns,

who then diredled her Councils, (this had been infamous indeed)

but gratefully bleffed the immortal Gods, that in the common

Danger, which furrounded Greece, (he was able to contribute

a double Proportion to all its other States, for the general

O o o 2 Safety.
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Safety. You then attempt in vain, by calumniating me to in-

gratiate yourfelfwith our Judges. Wherefore now tell us what

Meafures we ought to have purfued, yet though you were in

Athens, though prefent at all our Confultations, you never

propofed thofe Meafures in your Decrees, if indeed it were

poflible to have carried them into Execution at fuch a Period,

in which we were obliged to accept Conditions, not fuch as

we fhould have voluntarily chofen, but fuch as the Neceffity

of our Affairs compelled us to receive. For Philip was always

ready to out bid us upon all Occafions of Purchafe ; to receive

whomfoever we rejedled, and even to enlarge their Price.

But if I am now accufed for my Conduct in thefe Circum-

ftances, what do you imagine would have been the Confe-

quence, if thefe Nations, by my entering into a fcrupulous Cal-

culation of their Contingents, had deferted us ; if they had united,

with Philip, and he had become Mafter at once of Euboea,

Thebes and Byzantium ? What do you conceive, would thefe

execrable Wretches have done, or faid upon fuch a Misfortune ?

That all thefe Cities had been betrayed, and when they had

determined to unite with us, had been driven into a Treaty with

Philip ? That by his Alliance with the Byzantians, he had

made himfelf Mafter of the Hellefpont, and the Importation of

Corn into Greece ? That a heavy War, maintained before

upon our Frontiers, was brought into the Heart of Attica by

the Thebans, and that all Navigation was interrupted by the

fudden
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fudden Excurlions of the Euboean Pyrates ? Would they not

have urged thefe, and a thoufand other Complaints of the fame

Nature ? An execrable Creature indeed, O Men of Athens,

at all Times execrable is the Slanderer ; at all Times, and in

all Places, malignant, envious, and fond of Contention. Such

in its own Nature is this pernicious Animal in human Shape
;

who never from his Birth was capable of any one Action, honeft

or liberal ; this Ape, that mimicks our Tragedians ; this Oe-

nomaus of our Country-Villages ; this Orator, of falfe and

adulterate Coin. What Advantage did his Eloquence ever pro-

cure for his Country ? And doft thou now declaim upon paft

Meafures ? Thus a Phyfician vifits the Sick, but neither ad-

vifes nor prefcribes for their Diforders
; yet when any of them

dies, and the laft funeral Rites are performed, he follows the

Body to the Sepulchre, and there tedioufly declares, that if the

deceafed had followed this or that particular Regimen, he had

certainly recovered. Doft thou, in very Frenzy, make thefe

Declarations ?

But even that Defeat, in which you impioufly exult, and

for which you ought rather to groan in Bitternefs of Anguifli,

will be found to have happened, not by any Error in my Ad-

miniftration. Let us reafbn in the following Manner. In

whatever Embaffies I have been employed, I never returned

home, vanquifhed by Philip's Ambaffadors ; neither from,

Theflaly, norAmbraciaj from Illyria, nor the Kings of Thrace

;

from
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from Byzantium, or from any other Country, nor laftly from

Thebes. Yet whatever Advantages I gained over his Ambaf-

fadors by Superiority of Reafon, he totally deftroyed by Force

of Arms. S And doft thou nou^ demand the Proofs of this Su-

periority ? Art thou not afhamed to expe6l that a Man, whofe

Effeminacy you fo licentioufly ridicule, fhould alone have routed

the Armies of Philip ; and meerly by the limple Power of

Words ? For of what other Power was I Mafter ? I could

neither difpofc of the Lives and Fortunes of the Soldiers, nor the

Condu<5l of their General, for which however you thus ab-

furdly would make me accountable. But here inGft upon

every Account a Minifter can pofTibly be obliged to render of

his Adminiftration. I fhall not deprecate the fevereft Inquiry.

What therefore are the Duties of his Station ? To difcern

Conjundures as they rife ; to forefee, and foretell them to others.

This Duty I have performed. Then, upon every Occafion,

to bring into the narrowed Compafs the Delays, Irrefolution,

Ignorance and Factions of the People : thofe Errors inherent

in the Conflitution, and neceffary to the very Being of every

free State; and on the contrary, to induce his Fellow-Citizens

to Unanimity and Friendfliip, and then to animate them with

Vigour and Refolution in the Service of their Country. Thefe

Duties alfo I have performed, nor can any Man charge me with

the flighteft Omiflion. .If it therefore fhould be afked, by what

Means Philip has conducted his Enterprizcs in general with fo

much Succefs, all Mankind would anfwer, by his Armies, by

his
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Ms Profulion in giving, and by corrupting thofc, who liad the

Dirc«5lion of Aflairs. But I was neither Commander, nor Ge-

neral of your Forces, and am confcquently not accountable for

their Condu(5t/? But in one Inftance, that of preferving myfelf

uncorrupted, I have even conquered Philip. For as the Pur-

chafer, if he compleats his Bargain, is really fuperior to him,

who receives the fordid Price, for which he hath fold himfclf

;

fo the Man, who refufes to receive, and preferves his Incorrupt-

ibility, is undoubtedly fuperior to him, who offers the Price

of Corruption. Thus, with regard to me, the Republic is

invincible.

These, and many other Services of the fame Nature, may

juftify CteGphon in his prefent Decree ; but I fhall mention

fome Circumftances, of which you cannot be ignorant. Im-

mediately after the Battle, the People, who were confcious of,

and had beheld every Particular of my Condudt, even amidft

the univerfal Terror and Alarm (when it were nothing wonder-

ful, if the Multitude had entered into fome angry Refolutions

againft me) confirmed all the Meafures I had propofed for the

Safety of the Republic ; and all the Precautions, that were

taken for the Prefervation of the City, the porting our Guards,

the Care of our Intrenchments, the Funds, that were raifed for

repairing our Walls, were all direcled by my Decrees. /When

the Eledioii came for a Magiftrate to fuperintend the public

Granaries, the People elected me out of all the Candidates for

5 that
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for that important Employment. Afterwards, when my Ene-

mies had confpired together for my Deftrudlion, and perfecuted

me with Indidments for violated Laws, and embezzling the

publick Money ; with Impeachments for Treafon, and with

every other Kind of Profecution ; not indeed at firft, in their

own Perfons, but by Agents, under whofe Names they ima-

gined, they might continue undifcovered ; (for you certainly

know and remember, that I was tried almoft every day upon

fome new Indictment, and that neither the Madnefs of Soficles,

the Slanders of Philocrates, the Rage of Diondas and Melanus,

or any other Methods of opprefling me, were left unattempted]

yet in all thefe Trials I was acquitted y firft, by the good Pro-

vidence of the Gods ; next by your AfFe6tion, and by that of

the whole People of Athens. My Acquittal was juft, for it was

founded on Truth; and it was honourable to my Judges, who

had fworn to pronounce Sentence with Integrity, and who

were confcious of the facred Obligation of their Oaths. Thus,

when 1 was impeached of Treafon, and when you acquitted

me, nor gave the fifth Part of your Suffrages to my Accufers,

you then pronounced in Favour of my Adminiftration. When

you acquitted me upon the Indidments for having preferred a

Decree in Oppofition to your eftablifhed Laws, you then

openly declared, whatever I had decreed, whatever I had pro-

pofed in my Orations, was perfeflly legal ; and when you

audited my Accounts, you gave public Teftimony, that I had

adled with Probity and an Honefty, not to be corrupted. In

3 fiich
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fuch Circumftances therefore, what Name could Ctefiphon

have given with Juftice and Propriety to my Adminiftration ?

Not that, which he faw given by the People ? Not that, de-

termined by our Judges upon their Oaths ? Not that, con-

firmed by Truth itfelf, and by the united Voice of all our Ci-

tizens ? Undoubtedly, replies ^fchines, but it was the Glory

of Cephalus, that he never was indided ;
yes ; by the Gods, and

his good Fortune too. But becaufe a Man hath often been accufed,

though never convided, can he for that Reafon be juftly liable

to Blame ? However, O Men of Athens, I may boldly aflume

to myfelfthis Glory, that feems peculiar to Cephalus, as far as JEC-

chines is concerned, becaule he never preferred any regular In-

didment, or entered any Profecution againft me. Thus by

your own Confeflion, iEfchines, I am acknowledged not infe-

rior even to Cephalus in the Charader of an upright and valu-

able Citizen.

Although the Malignity and Envy of my Accufer are

obfervable in a thoufand Inftances, yet in none more remark-

ably, than in his Harangue upon Fortune. For whoever, while

he confefTes himfelf a Man, and liable to the Accidents of

Humanity, reproaches any other Mortal with the Difpleafure

of Fortune, I am abfolutely convinced is not in his perfedl

Mind. Becaufe if he, who now imagines the Goddefs moft

bounteous to his Wifhes ; who flatters himfelf, that he poffef-

fes Her moft abfolutely, is ignorant whether her Favour and her

Vol. II. P P P Bountv'
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Bounty fLall continue to him 'till the Evening, ought he to

boaft of her Favours, or reproach others with her Severity. But

fince i^fchines hath talked upon this Subjed, as upon many

others, in a Style of Infolence and Arrogance, behold, O Men

of Athens, and conlider, how much more agreeable to Truth,

and to the general Circumftances of Humanity, are the Senti-

ments, which I fhall now lay before you, with regard to For-

tune. That the Deftiny of this Republic is eminently glorious,

I verily believe, and behold it confirmed by the Oracles of

Dodonaean Jove, and Pythian Apollo ; but the Deftiny, that

now governs all human kind, I apprehend to be moft cruel

and oppreflive. For, where is the Grecian ; where is the Bar-

barian, who hath not experienced, during this Period, a thou-

fand Calamities ? That you have always determined to choofe

the moft honourable Meafures, and that we have received

better Terms from the Conqueror, than the other Grecian

States, who imagined they could fix their future Happinefs by

abandoning the Fate of Athens, I afcribe to the good Fortune

of the Republic i but that we have encountered fome dreadful

Accidents, and have not always been fuccefsful in our Defigns,

I conceive to be that Proportion allotted to the Commonwealth

in the general Calamities of Greece. But my particular Def-

tiny, or that of any other private Citizen, I think fhould be

determined by an Examination into private and perfonal Cir-

cumftances. In this Manner we ought, in my Opinion, to

reafon concerning Fortune ; thus rightly and juftly to make an

3 Eftimate
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Eftimate of her Power ; and I prefume you will concur with

me in thefe Sentiments. Yet yEfchines aflerts, that my parti-

cular Deftiny, inconfiderable as it is and infignificant, hath

overpowered the great and glorious Fate of the Republic

How is this poflible ? But if you are determined, j3i^fchines,

pundlually to examine the whole Fortune of my Life, confider

it however, and compare it with your own ; and if you find

it hath any fuperior Advantage to yours, forbear to rail againft

it hereafter. This Moment therefore confider them both from

their firft Origin. But here, let me conjure you by all our

Deities, not to imagine, I mean to utter any thing offenfive to

this Affembly. For whoever talks of Poverty'with Contumely

and Derifion, or infolently boafts him of the Affluence, in

which he was educated, in my Opinion, is not Mafter of his

proper Underftanding. Yet I am compelled by the injurious

Invectives and Slanders of this cruel Detradter to defcend into

fuch a Difpute ; in which however I fliall preferve the utmoft

Moderation, that the Nature of my Subjed will allow.

It was therefore my Fortune, iEfchines, avhen I was a Boy,

to frequent the Schools moft proper for my Infl:ru<51:ion ; to en-

joy that Affluence, which alone can preferve us from the Ne-

cefflty of committing any bafe or diflionourable Adion ; and

afterwards, when I came to age, to ad in a Manner fuitable

to the generous Education I had received j to exhibit Games to

the People; to build Galleys; to contribute voluntarily to the

P p p 2 Neceffities



476 DEMOSTHENES
Neceflities of the State, nor ever to negled: any private or pub-

lic Occafion of fhewing my Liberality, but to render myfelf

ufeful both to the Commonwealth, and to my Friends. When

I entered into Miniftry, I determined to choofe a Syftem of

Adminiftration, in which I might frequently be crowned by my

Country, and the other States of Greece ; and in which even

you, my moft inveterate Enemies, fhould not dare to afiert,

that the Meafures I propofed v/qtc difhonourable. Such was

the Fortune of my whole Life, of which I could give many

other Proofs, were I not cautious of offending by an Appearance

of boafting. Here then, illuftrious Mortal, who treat others

fo contemptuouily, compare with mine the honourable Fortune

you have enjoyed. ' You were educated, when a Boy,, in the

moft fordid Penury ; an Afliftant to your Father in his Pro-

fcflion of teaching Grammar j grinding the Ink-Powder, wafh-

ing the Benches with Spunges ; fweeping the School, and em-

ployed in all Offices of a domeftic Slave, not of a Youth, libe-

rally born. When you commenced Man, you read her holy

Rituals to your Mother, when fhe was initiating her Difciples,

and were employed in all the other Duties of her Miniftry. At

Night you covered the initiated with Skins of Deer ; you poured

out the confecrated Wine, and aflifted them in the Solemnities

of their Purification. You compofed, of Clay and Bran, the

facred Images of Bacchus. Then making your Difciples arife

to the laft Ceremonies of their Initiation, you commanded

them to chaunt the hallowed Hymn.

The
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The Rites are clos'd ; the worft is o'er ;

ril now a better Fate explore,

in which you folemnly boaftcd, that no Man ever howled To

exquifitdy. This I verily believe, for impoflible to conceive,

thathe,- who fpeaks in this AlTembly with a Voice of fuch fo-

norous Dignity, muft not have howled in fuch a Concert moft

melodioufly. In the Day-Time you led the honourable Pro-

cefllon of your Bacchanalians, crowned w^ith Fennel and Po-

plar, through the Streets
;

grafping in your Hands the fvvollen-

cheeked Serpents ; holding them high over your Head, and

clamouroufly repeating, " Glory to thee, great Bacchus."

Then dancing to the myftick Surnames of the God, " Hyes

" Attes, Attes Hyes," you were complimented by many an

old Beldam with the Title of " Prince and Leader of the Cho-

** nis; the Ivy-Bearer; the Van-Carrier," and other fuch

illuftrious Appellations ; receiving befides, as a Reward for your

Labours, Crufts, fopped in Wine, and Cheefe-Cakes, and

Grape-Tarts, fweetened with Honey. Who would not then

have pronounced him truly happy , and have envied his good

Fortune ? Being afterwards enrolled, by whatever infamous

Pradices (for I fhall not mention them at prefent) but being

enrolled among our Citizens, you immediately chofe the moft

honourable of all Employments, that of being an Under-Clerk

and Secretary to our Courts of Regiftry. When you were dif-

miffed from this Office, where you committed every Villainy,

for which you drew up Indictments againft others, you did not

however
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however do any Diflionour in your next Employment to the

Adions of your paft Life, but hired yourfelf to the deep-groan-

ing Tragedians, Simylus and Socrates, to whom you played

fome under-Charadlers. Then, as you ftrolled through the

Country, you gathered out of other People's Grounds, Figs,

Grapes and Olives, as if you meant to turn Fruiterer ; and for

thefe Plunderings, received more Wounds, than in all your the-

atrical Skirmifhes, where you, and the Folks of your Profef-

iion, fight for their Lives. For there hath ever been an im-

placable and irreconcilable War between you Players, and your

Spectators, from whom you have received fo many honourable

Wounds, that you now with fome Degree of Juftice make a

Mockery of thofe, who never experienced fucli Dangers. (24)

''But paffing over thefe Villainies, which may be perhaps

imputed to his Poverty, I fhall now proceed to Crimes, that

demonftrate his natural Genius, and the depravity of his Man-

ners. As foon as it entered into his Imagination to engage in the

Adminiftration, he chofe fuch a Syftem of Politics, that when his

Country was fortunate in her Meafurcs he lived the very Life of

a Hare,

(24) Never have any Set of People ters of Jupiter, Neptune, or Minerva by

been treated in all Ages and Countries their Performance, m'ght be the Refent-

in a Manner fo unaccountable to com- ment of a pious and religious Zeal,

men Senfe, as Players. In /Athens they But furely the Profedlon itfelf, to which

were employed in the moft important every polite People are indebted for the

Offices of the Republic, yet were ex- moft pleafmg, as well as rational, En-

pofed, upon the Stage, to every Kind tertainment they are capable of receiving,

of Infult and Contempt. That tliey fhould have protefted even its worft Per-

were publicly whipped, as Lucian in- formers from perlbna! Crailty and Out-

forms us, for diflionouring th? Charac- r<igc.
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a Hare, fearful and trembling and perpetually apprehenfive of

that Chaftifement, he was confcious he had merited. On the

contrary, when Philip and his Adherents were fuccefsful in their

Projedls, he grew confident and afTured. He therefore, who

could aflume this Air of Confidence upon the Death of a thou-

fand Citizens, what Vengeance does he not juftly deferve from

the living ?

Many other Inftances of his Guilt I fliall pafs over, for I do

not hold it fitting to mention every Adion in his Life of Bafe-

nefs and Turpitude, but thofe only, that I can mention with-

out Diflionour to myfelf. For this Reafon, iEfchines, I defire

you will compare, with Temper and without Bitternefs, all

the Circumf^ances of our Lives, that have any Refemblance

between the n, and then afk our Audience, which they would

choofe for themfelves. You taught Children their Alphabet

;

I was a Scholar. You initiated others into the loweft Myfteries

of our Religion ; I was initiated into the moft folemn. You

were a Performer, and I was a Dire6lor, in our public Games.

You were a Clerk, and I was an Orator in our AfTemblies.

You were a villainous Comedian, and I was a Spedlator. You

blundered in your Part, and I hifled. You exerted your Po-

litics in Favour of our Enemies; I employed my Adminiftration

for the Prefervation of my Country. I fhall carry the Compa-

rifon no farther, and fhall only mention, that I am this Day

thought worthy of the Honour of a Crown, and am already

publicly
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publickly acknowledged never to have committed any Crime

againft the RepubHc ; while you are adjudged an abfolute In-

former, and are in Danger, either of continuing in this odious

Employment, or of having an eternal Silence impofed upon

you by the Sentence of our Judges. ' An honourable Fortune,

is it not, which you, for your whole Life, enjoyed; and in

Comparifon of which, you efteem mine vile and delpicable ?

But I fhall now produce the Teftimonials of my Behaviour in

all the public Offices I have held, and do you compare, in Op-

portion to them, the Verfes you have repeated upon the Stage,

and murdered.

" From Hell's Abyfs and Darknefs, lo ! I come. (25)

and

and.

" Behold th' unwilling Meflenger of Fate.

" Mifchiefs" May the good Gods rather, and this Af-

fembly, inflid thofe Mifchiefs upon thee, pernicious Citizen,

thou Traitor, thou very villainous Comedian. Now read the

Teftimonials.

The Testimonials.

Such hath ever been my Conduct towards the Republic.

But in my private Charader, if you do not all acknowledge

me
(25) Our unfortunate Adtor blunders, expe<5l:edly breaks the Line and turns

E^e-n-tT7TB(, in the firfl: Line of his Part, the ExprefTion into a violent Execration

and leaves out the Word vsk^uv. ^ku againft his Adverfaiy. This laft Re-

uBn^wu tcevBf^uva. In his third Speech mark, certainly a very happy one, be-

he begins with the Word ^cocov Mif- '""S^ originally to Wolfius, and is con-

.
. , , r\ . c i\ \ 1

firmed by Dodor Markland.
cviefy when our Orator fuddenly and un- ^
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me to have been goodnaturcd, humane, and always ready to

relieve the diflreflcd, I fliall be filcnt. I will not utter any

thing in my ov/n Defence, or produce a {ingle Witnefs either

of my having ranfomed any of my Fellow- Citizens from the

Enemy, or portioned out their Daughters in Marriage, or any

other Inftance of my Liberality. For I have ever held it as a

Maxim, that he, who received an Obligation, fhould remem-

ber it for ever ; but he, who conferred, fhould inftantly forget

- it, if the firfl: would deferve the Reputation of being grateful,

or the other avoid the Appearance of a mean and contradled

Spirit. To recolledl, and to repeat with Oftentation, the Fa-

vours we have perfonally beftowed, I conceive to be very little

different from upbraiding and Reproach. I will- not a6t in this

Manner. I will not be [o far tranfported ; but content myfclf

with whatever Opinion my Fellow- Citizens entertain of me at

this Moment. Leaving then thefe Inftances of private Cha-

ra6ler, I fhall briefly fpeak to the Affairs of the Republic. ' If

you can therefore, ^fchines, produce any one Nation, whe-

Greek or Barbarian, beneath yonder Sun, that did not formerly

experience the Tyranny of Philip, and at this Moment docs

not feel the Power of Alexander, I fliall readily acknowledge,

that either my Fortune, or if you rather pleafe to call it, my

unhappy Def^iny, hath been the ible Occafion of all our Dif-

treffes. I But if many, who never law me; never heard my

Voice, not only fingle Perfons, but whole Cities and Nations,

have fuffered numberlefs and the fevereft Calamities under their

Vol. IL 0^4 9.
Tyranny,
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Tyranny, how much morcjuft, and more agreeable to Triitfl^

were it to imagine, that the comm^on Fortune, as it a!.pears,

of human kind, and the rapid fmpctuonty of particular Con-

jundurcs, cruel and unaccountable, have been the real Caufe'

of our common Ruin ? feut rcgardlefs of thefe Confidcrations,

you accufe me, as the fole Author of this univcrflil Roin, be-

caufe I had fome Share in the Admlnifl:ration at that dangerous

Crifis ; ^ although you are confcious, that if not abfolutely the-

whole, yet certainly a confiderable Part, of your Invedives falls

upon our Citizens in general, and upon you more particular!}''.

For if I had afTumed tomyfelf the fole Dire6lion of our Coun-

fels, it was in your Power undoubtedly, and that of our other

Magiflrates, to have infliantly aecufed me. But if you were

conftantly prefent in all our Airemblies ; if the Commonwealth

propofed every Meafure to public Debate, and every Refolution

was univerfally approved of, and efpecially by you (though

furely not from any perfonal Kindnefs to me did you encou-

rage the People in their Hopes of Succefs, and permit me to

receive thofe Praifes and Honours beftowed on my Admi-

niftration, but becaufe you were manifeftly compelled by the

Force of Truth, and had no better Expedients to propole) are

you not guilty of Injuflice and Inhumanity, in now blaming

thofe very Mcafures, than which you then knew no other more

ufeful to the Public.

The following Maxims I have ever found inconteftably fixed

and
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and determined among Mankind. Are we guilty of a volun-

tary Crime ? Indignation and Punifhment is our Portion.

Have we committed an involuntary Midake } Inilcad of

being puniflied, we are pardoned. Is there a Man, wlio

has neither been guilty of any voluntary Crime, nor com-

mitted even an involuntary Miftake j who hath totally given

himfclf to the Execution of thofe Meafures, which were univer-

fally thought moft expedient, and hath been unfuccefsl'ul, not

fingly, but with all his Fellow-Citizens in general ? He cer-

tainly deferves Compaflion, not the Severity of Cenfure and

Reproach. All thefe Sentiments are apparent, not in our Laws

alone, but Nature hath impreffed them upon her own un-

written Dictates, and the univerfil Ufages of human kind. JBut

^^fchines hath fo far exceeded the reft of Mankind in Cruelty

and Slander, that he hath imputed to me as Crimes, thofe very

Events, which he once afrribed to the Power of Fortune. Bc-

lides, while he profefTed, that all his own Orations are pro-

nounced in perfed Simplicity of Heart, and AfFeclion to his

Country, he advifed you to be cautious and obfervant, that I

did not deceive and impofe upon you. He then called me, among

many other Appellations of the fame Kind, a terrible Im-

poftor ; a dangerous and fubtle Difputant, as if whoever fpeaks

hrft could give his Adverfary all his own ill Qualities ; could

leally fix them upon him ; or as if his Audience would not

examine into the Reputation of the Perfon, who thus boldly

pronounces upon the Charadler of others. But I am perfuaded,

Q^q q 2 you
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you all Co perfeftly well know my Accufer, as to be convinced,

that thefe Names are far more fuitabls to his Chara6ler, than

mine. Bciidcs, I am confcious, that my Eloquence (for

I mufc allow the Charge, although I am lenfible the Re-

putation of an Orator almod wholly depends upon his Audience,

and that his Influence rifes in Proportion to the Attention and

Complacency, with which you receive him) if however I have

acquired by long Experience any Degree of Eloquence, you

will conftantly find it employed, whether in public or private

Caufes, for your Intereft alone ; while that of iEfchines, on

the contrary, hath not only been exerted in Favour of your

Enemies, but whoever olTended or provoked him, againft them

hath it been employed : never in Defence of private Juftice, or

for the public Advantage. Yet it becomes not the Chara6ter

of a reputable and valuable Citizen to demand of the Judges,

who enter into thefe Courts to pronounce Sentence upon the

Affairs of the R.epublic, to authorize his perfonal Rcfentment,

his Hatred, or any other fuch Paffion. He fliould not himfelf

enter into thefe Courts from fuch Motives. Better not to have

thefe Paflions in his Nature ; but if he have, to govern them

with Temper and Moderation.

In what Inftances therefore fiiould a public Minifler or an

Orator employ the Terrors of his Eloquence ? When the Con-

ftitution is in Danger, or the Conteft maintained between the

People and their Enemies. In thefe Inftances ; for thefe de-

mand a generous and honefl Citizen. But if j^fchines never

preferred
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preferred any Profccutioii againft me, either of a public or

private Nature ; either in his own Name, or in that of the

Commonwealth, yet now comes forward with an Indidment

iramcd on Purpofe to deprive me of the Crov/n, you had de-

creed me, and the Fraifes I have deferved ; if lie hath confu-

med fucli an Abundance of Words upon the Occafion,, it is a

Proot of perfonal Enmity, and Envy, and Meannefs of Spirit

;

certainly of Nothing reputable or eftimable. But his avoiding

to enter into the Conteft with me, and his attackino- Ctcfiphon,

includes every Kind ot Bafencfs and Villainy. Yet in Truth,

iEfchines, it appears to me, by your Oration, that you have

entered into this Controverfy merely with an Intention of giving

us a Specimen of the Strength and Sweetnefs of your Voice, not

to take Vengeance of any Crime committed againft the Public.

But it is not his Language, vEfchines, or his Tone of Voice, that

does Honour to an Orator, but his px-eferring the Sentiments and

Inclinations of the People to his own ; in hating and lovino-

thofe, whom his Country loves or hates. An Orator, whofe

Soul is thus affedled, will for everfpeak the Language, that his

AfFedlion did:ates ; while he, who fervilely cultivates the

FriendiTiip ol thofe, from whom the Commonwealth forefees

fome imminent Danger, does not caft Anchor in the fame Har-

bour with the People, nor confequcntly can have the fame

Views and Expedations of Safety. How different has been my
Condud ? I always propofed to nryfAi^ the fime comm.on Ad-

vantages with thefe my Fellow- Citizens, nor ever acted upon

Views
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Views of feparate or perfonal Ir?terefl:s. " But did not you al-

<' ways a6l in the fame Manner ?" How is it poflible ? Imme-

diately after the Battle, you went Ambaffador to Philip, at

that Moment the fole Author of all the Diftrefles of your

Country, even though you had before, as all the World is

convinced, obftinately refufed that Office. Who therefore de-

ceives the Republic ? Is it not he, who does not utter what

he thinks ? Againft whom does the public Crier, at the open-

ing of our Affemblies, juflly denounce his Execrations? Is it

not againfl the Man of this deteftcd Charader ? What more

enormous Crime can be imputed to an Orator, than that his

Thoughts and Words are perpetually different ? Convided,

as thou art, of this Crime, haft thou AfTurance enough to

fpeak, or to lift up your Eyes in the Prcfence ol this Aflembly ?

Can you imagine they are ignorant, what a Villain thou art,

or that Sleep and Oblivion have fo totally poffefted them, that

they no longer remember the Harangues you pronounced before

the People, in which with direful Curfes and Imprecations

you forfvvore all Correfpondence with Philip, and vowed, that

I had falfely accufed you of that detefted Crime, in meer per-

fonal Enmity ? Yet the Moment our Advices of the Battle

arrived, wholly regardlefs of thefe Proteftations, you acknow-

ledged, and even boafted an ancient Friendfhip and Hofpi-

tality with Philip, covering under thefe fpecious Titles your

infamous Venality and Corruption. For upon what juft or ho-

nourable Pretence could Philip be the Gueft and Friend, or

even
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even the Acquaintance of iEfchincSj the Son of Gbucothca,

the Minflrel ? For my own Part, I cannot conceive. But

verily you fold yourfclf to him for tlie wicked Purpofe of per-

verting all Conjuiidures, that might poilibly arife in Favour of

the Republic. FTowever, although you were fo maiiifcftly dc-

tcded in being a Traitor, and, frnce thcfc Events happened, ha\^

been even an Informer againfl yourfclf, yet you can outrage me

with Invedives,, and impute to me fuch Crimes, of which,

among all our Citizens, you (hall yourfeFf acknowledge, I

am leaft culpable.

^Many great and glorious Enterprizes, ^^jfchines, did the

Republic wifely refolve, and happily execute under my Admi-

niftration, nor hath flie been forgetful of them. Let this be a

fufficient Proof, that when the People, immediate! v after our

unhappy Defeat, proceeded to the Election of a Perfon to pro-

nounce their funeral Oration over the Dead, they did not clecl

you, although you were propofed ; although you excelled in

the Sweetnefs of your Voice ; neither did they choofe Demades,

who had lately negotiated the Peace ; nor Hegemon, nor any

other of your Faction ; but me they eleded. | When you and

Pythocles afterwards came forward, and (cruelly and lliamc-

lefly, I call the Gods to wknefs !) accufed me of thofe very

Crimes, which are at prcfent the Subjed of your [iididmcnt,

your Slanders rather confirmed them in their Rcfc.iution to eled:

me. You are not ignorant of the Motives to this Rcfolution
;

I Hiall
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I fliall however repeat them. They were equally confclous of

my Zeal and Ardour in the Adminiftration of Afiairs, as of

your Improbity, and that of Pythocles. For what in our

Profperity you denied with Oaths and Execrations, when the

Republic fell into Adverfity, you daringly profeffed. The Peo-

ple therefore juftly concluded, that they, whom the public

Calamities alone could oblige to difcover their real Sentiments,

had been long the fecret Enemies of their Country, and were

aiow openly deteded. Befides, they held it not decent, that

he, who was to pronounce the funeral Oration over the de-

ceafed, and to do Honour to their Virtue, fliould ever have

dvvelt under the fame Roof, or performed the Libations of

Hofpitality and Religion with thofe, who had fatally oppofed

them in the Day of Battle. They held it not decent, that the

Perfons, who had revelled and fung Hymns of Vidlory in Ma-

cedonia over the Defolatlon of Greece with thofe very Barbarians,

whofe Hands were drenched in the Slaughter of their Fellow-

Citizens, fliould come hither to receive fuch diftinguifhed FIo-

nours ; or that the Misfortune of thofe Citizens fhould be la-

mented with counterfeit Sounds of Sorrow, and diffembled

Tears, but v/ith a Spirit, that fympathizcd with the Public in

this great Calamity. Thofe Emotions of Afflidion, which they

fenfibly felt in their own Bofoms, they perceived in me, but

neither in you, nor in any of your Fadlion. For thefe Reafons,

they eleded me to that fad Office, not you, nor any of your

Affociates. Neither did the People only judge in this Manner^

but
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but the Fathers and Brothers of the deceafed, who were ap-

pointed to perform their Obfequies, entertained, with regard

to me, the fame favourable Sentiments ; and when they were

obHged to give a funeral Supper in Honour of the dead, which,

according to ancient Cuftom, was to be given in the Houfe of

their neareft Relation, they gave it in mine, and certainly with

the utmoft Juftice. Becaufe, though each of them feparatcly

was more nearly related in Blood to each of the deceafed, yet

none of them in general was fo nearly allied to them all, either

In Affedion or Intereft. For he, to whom their Safety and

Succefs were of greateft Importance, mufl certainly have born

for their Misfortune, would to the Gods, that fuch Misfortune

had never happened ! a greater Proportion of the public Sorrow.

But read him the Infcription, which the Republic ordered to

be engraved on the Monument eredled to their Memory, that

you may be obliged, i$)fchines, to acknowledge yourfelf a

proftitute Slanderer and Informer.

The Inscription.

To fave their Country from impending Shame,

To guard her Freedom, and aflert her Fame,

They fhone in Arms ; the dreadful Battle led,

And the fierce Foe beneath their Valour bled.

All Care of Life, indignant, they defpife ;

Their Umpire Death, and Liberty the Prize.

They fought, that Greece her Freedom might maintain,

Nor feel the haughty Vigor's galling Chain.

Vol. H. R r r But
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But now their Parent-Earth, fo Jove ordains.

To her fad Breaft receives their laft Remains.

Unerring Wifdom and Siiccefs await

The Gods alone ; but Man muft yield to Fate.

Dost thou hear, i^fchines, that in this Infcription, unerring

Wifdom and Succefs await the Gods alone? Nor does it

afcribe the good Fortune of the Combatants to him, by whofe

Counfels the Battle was fought, but wholly to the Gods.

Wherefore then, execrable Wretch, doft thou purfue me with

thefe Slanders, and utter fuch Expreflions of Virulence againffc

me, as may the righteous Gods in their Vengeance retort upon

your own Head, and upon the Heads of your Aflbciates ?

But amidft the Multitude of his Calumnies and Falfehoods,

O Men of Athens, one Circumftanee I particularly admired ,

that while he recited the Misfortune, which at that Period hap-

pened to the Republic, he felt not the Emotions ofa zealous and

faithful Citizen ; he wept not, neither was his Soul affedled ; but

raifing his Voice, with a Tone of Exultation, and clamoroufly

diftending his Throat, he fancied he was accuUng me, when

in reality he gave a convincing Proof, that his Sentiments upon

thefe unfortunate Events were very different from thofe of others.

Yet certainly the Man, who profefles that Anxiety for the Laws

and Conftitution of his Country, which iEfchines hath juft now

profeffed, though he has not any other good Quality, fhould

at



IN DEFENCE OF CTESIPHON. 491

at leaft pofTefs that of* fympathizing with his Fellow-Citizens in

their Joys and their Afflidlions ; but in whatever Meafures the

public Welfare is concerned, he certainly fliould not engage in

the Party with her Enemies. Yet while he ftands convicled

of this Crime, he boldly afferts, that I am the fole Author of

our Ruin, and that by my Adminiftration the Republic is in-

volved in her prefent Difficulties, though neither by my Poli-

tics, nor my Direction of your Affairs, did you firft engage to

fuccour the States of Greece in their Diftrefs. Let it be granted,

that you were infpired by my Counfels to form fo glorious an

Oppofition to the Tyranny, that was prepared for Greece, it

will be a nobler Gift, than ever you beflowed on any other Ci-

tizen. But I will not arrogate fuch Honour to myfelf. I will

not do you fuch Injuftice. / Neither, I am perfuaded, would

you confent to fuch a Claim ; nor would jEfchines, if he

had a juft regard for your Glory, have thus wounded your

Reputation in perfonal Enmity to me, or calumniated the faireft

Annals in your Hiftory.

But why do I reproach him with thefe Inflances of his Ma-

lignity, when he falfely accufes me of Crimes infinitely more

opprobrious ? For he, who accufes me, O Earth and Heaven !

of fupporting the Interefls of Philip, what will he not afTert }

I
Yet by Hercules and all our Deities, if we could remove far

from us the Malevolence of Lying, and perfonal Refentments

;

if we could examine with Impartiality the Charaders of thofe,

R r r 2 to
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to whom Greece with Juftice and Propriety might attribute her

Misfortunes, we ihiould find them in every RepubHc to be fuch,

whofe Manners refembled thofe of ^fchines, not mine. For

while the Power of PhiHp was yet weak and inconfiderable,

although we frequently admoniflied them of their Danger ; ex-

horted them to better Counfels, and inftruded them in the

wifeft, moft honourable Meafures, yet, from a fordid Attention

to their private Advantage, they betrayed the general Interefts

of Greece ; deceived and corrupted their Fellow-Citizens, un-

til they had reduced them to the moft abjed: Slavery. Thus

Daochus, Cineas, and Thrafydteus enflaved the ThefTalians;

Circidas, Hieronymus, and Eucalpidas the Arcadians ; Myrtis,

Teledamus, and Mnafeas, the Argives ; Euxitheus, Cleotimus

and Arift^echmus, the Eleans ; Neon and Thrafylochus, Sons

of that Enemy of the Gods, Philiades, the Meflenians ; Arif-

tratus and Epichares, the Sicyonians ; Dinarchus and Dema-

ratus, the Corinthians ; Ptoeodorus, Helixus and Perilaus, the

Megareans j Timolaus, Theogiton, and Anemoetas, the

Thebans ; Hipparchus, Clitarchus, and Sofiftratus, the Eu-

bceans. The Day would fail me even in repeating the Names

of thcfe Traitors. ;Each of them, O Men of Athens, in

their rcfpedive Countries have purfued the fame pernicious

Meafures, which ^fchines and his Faction fupported here ;

proftitutcd Wretches, perfidious Flatterers, Daemons of Cruel-

ty, who tore to pieces, and difmembered their Country ; who»

formerly betrayed the Liberties of Greece to Phihp, and now

I to
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to Alexander ; who meafured their Happinefs by their Appe-

tites, and infamous Excefles ; who totally ruined that Spirit of

Independence ; i that Refolution never to endure a Mafter, in

which our Forefathers bounded their Ideas of Happinefs, and

made the great Rule of all their Actions. Yet never was this

Confpiracy, fo fhameful and fo notorious ; never was this A(fl

of Villainy, this Treafon rather (for fuch the proper Languao-e)

againft the Liberties of Greece, attributed by the reft of Man-

kind, to the RepubHc, for following my Counfels, nor by you

imputed to my Adminiftration. /Doft thou demand then, for

what Virtue, I think myfelf worthy of Honour ? This is my

Anfwer ; becaufe, when every other Magiftrate, employed in

conducing the Affairs of Greece, and you among the fir/l,

was corrupted, formerly by Philip, and now by Alexander,

never did the Difficulties of Conjundures, nor the Blandifh-

ments of Words, nor the Mightinefs of Rromifes, nor Hope,

nor Fear, nor Favour, nor any other Motive, influence or in-

duce me to betray whatever I thought juft in itfelf,; or ufeful to

my Country ;| becaufe, in all the Counfels I have given the

Athenians, I never inclined, as you and your Aflbciates have

done, like the Ballance to its Weight, but gave my Advice

with an upright, honeft, and uncorrupted Spirit ; becaufe,|I

have been intrufled with the Direction of more important

Affairs than any other Man of this Age, and have executed every

Truft with a religious Purity ; with Integrity, and Simplici-

ty. For thefe Reafons I do efleem myfelf worthy of Honour. /

In
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In regard to repairing our Walls and Intrenchments, which

you have made the Subjed of your Ridicule, I really think it

deferves Gratitude and Applaufe. Why (hould it not ? How-

ever, I am far from placing it among the more important Ser-

vices of my Adminiftration. I did not fortify the Republic

with Bricks or Stones, nor from thence do I derive my princi-

pal Glory. But if you will accurately inquire what were the

Fortifications I have eredled, you will find them to confift in

Arms, and Cities, and Fortrefies, and Harbours, and Gallies,

and numerous Levies of Cavalry and Infantry, that fought in De-

fence of the Athenians./ Thefe were the Bulwarks, which, as

far as pofiible to human Wifdom, I oppofed to the Enemies of

Attica ; thefe were the Ramparts, with which I furrounded, not

only the Pyraeum and the City, but all our Dominions. Never

did Philip gain any Superiority over me either in his political or

military Capacity. Far otherwife. He was indebted to For-

tune for whatever Advantages he gained over the Generals of

our Confederates, and their Army. But what Proofs of thele

Aflertions ? They are obvious and evident.

Let it be confidered, in what Manner ought a Citizen,

zealous for your Welfare, to have a6led ? He, who propofed

to ferve his Country with all poflible Diligence, Adlivity and

Integrity ? Should he not have covered our Sea-Coafts with

Euboea, our inland Territories with Bceotia, and our Frontiers,

towards Peloponnefus, with the Places adjacent ? Should he

not
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not have provided for the Importation of Corn, and the Con-

veyance of it with Security through every Country, with which

we were in Friendfhip, even into the Pyraeum ? Befides prc-

ferving our ancient Poileflions by powerful and effedual Suc-

cours ; by the Influence of his Orations and Decrees, fliould

he not have endeavoured to procure us the Friendfliip and Al-

liance of other Nations ? Should he not have deprived our

Enemies of their principal Refources, and fupplied the Repub-

lic with whatever was wanting to her Safety. All thefe good

Purpofes were effedled by my Decrees and Counfels, which

whoever will examine without Envy, will be convinced were

planned with Wifdom and executed with Integrity, and that

no favourable Occafion of ading was never negleded by me,

or loft through Ignorance, or yielded to the Enemy by Treach-

ery, or in general, as tar as the Prudence and Abilities of one

Man could extend, omitted. But if the Power and Influence

of fome unpropitious Deity, or Fortune, or the Incapacity of

our Generals, or the Depravity of Traitors, or all of them in

Conjundlion, have thus diftrefi'ed our Affairs even to utter

Ruin ;
' what Crime hath Demofthenes committed ? Had

there been only one Man in every Grecian State, faithful like

me in the Station, to which I was appointed ; or even if

Thefl^aly had produced only one Angle Magiflrate, and Arcadia

another, whofe Principles and Sentiments had concurred with

mine, no Grecian, either on this, or the other fide of Thermo-

pylae, had experienced their prefent Calamities ; but enjoying

their
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their Liberty, their Laws and Conftitution, had poffeffed their

native Soil, without Fear or Difquietude, in Safety and Pro-

fperity, with perpetual Acknowledgements to you, and the

whole People of Athens, for thefe invaluable Bleflings, con-

ferred upon them by my Adminiftration. But to convince you,

that I have made ufe of Expreflions far beneath the Dignity of

my Adlions meerly to avoid giving Offence, let the Secretary

take and read this Catalogue of the Auxiliaries provided by my

Decrees.

Catalogue of Auxiliaries.

These, iEfchines, and Meafures like thefe, become the

Charadler of an honeft and valuable Citizen. 1 If they had fuc-

ceeded, we fhould indifputably have obtained, and with

Juftice deferved, the higheft Decree of human Felicity and

Glory. But although they failed of Succefs, yet we have ftill

preferved our Reputation unblamed ; nor can any Man accufe

the Republic, or the Meafures fhe purfued,! but reproaches

Fortune alone with having reduced our Affairs to their prefent

Situation. It did not therefore, by fupreme Jupiter, befit the

Charader of an eftimable Citizen to defert the Service of the

Republic ; to hire himfelf out to her Enemies, and to promote

their Interefts in Oppofition to thofe of his Country ; to pur-

fue with Calumny the Man, who refolutely propofed and de-

creed whatever Meafures were worthy of the Republic, and

with Firmnefs fupported his Opinion ; to retain an implacable

Refentment
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fentment of perfonal Injuries, and laftly, to retire malevolently

and treachcroufly from public Bufinefs ; as thou hall frequently

done. There is, I confefs, there is a certain Kind of Rctircnienr,

both honourable in itfelf, and advantageous to the Republic
;

fuch as you have frequently and unblameably enjoyed. JkiC

very different are his Ideas of Retirement. He deferts Go-

vernment v^^henever he thinks proper (but he very often thinks

proper) and vigilantly obferves when you are fatiated v/irh hear-

ing the repeated Advice of fome particular Magiftrate ; or

when any accidental Difappointment, or unfavourable Event

hath happened (but many and various are the Accidents of

Humanity) in that very Moment he becomes an Orator, and

rifmg like a Whirlwind out of his Retirement, exercifes all the

Powers of his Voice, and having colleded a confufed Heap of

Words and Sentences, he gives them Utterance with a diftincl

and rapid Pronunciation, and without catching his Breath.

But in whatever Manner pronounced, they never produced

either public or private Advantage or Bcnclit ; to every parti-

cular Citizen injurious, to the Commonwealth diilionourable.

Yet if this violent Spirit of Declamation ; this earnefl: Solici-

tude had proceeded from an upright Intention, and a Re-

gard for the Interefts of your Country, the Fruits they had pro-

duced muft certainly have been generous, honourable, and

univerfally beneficial ; Confederacies, Supplies, Extenfion of

Commerce, falutary Laws, and a vigorous Oppolition to

the common Enemy. Thefe were in former Times the gc-

VoL. II. S s s ncral
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neral Objccls of Attention, and furely the late Period afforded

every c;ood Man abundant Opportunities of demonpLrating his

Viitue. But in thefe you never appeared ; neither in the firft,

or fecond, or third, or fourth, or fifth, or fixth, or any other

Rank whatever. (26) What Addition therefore of Strength or

Glory hath your Country gained by your Abilities t, What

Alliance did you ever negotiate for her Safety ? What Succours,

what Friendfliip, what Honour did you procure her ? By

what Embally or Employment did you ever increafe her Glory ?

What Affairs, either domeftic, Grecian, or foreign have fuc-

ceeded under your Diredion ? What Galleys, what Arms,

what Arfcnals, what Fortifications, what Cavalry have you

provided ? In all thefe Inftances where have your Services ap-

peared ? Have you ever aflifted either the wealthy or the in-

digent by any generous and public Contribution ? Never.

" But his Affedion and Zeal, though not his Services, are

" abundantly manifeft." When ? Where ? While every

fingle Citizen, who had ever fpoken to the People from this

Tribunal, paid their voluntary Taxes for the general Safety ;

particularly, when Ariftonicus generoufly gave the whole For-

tune he had colleded to enable him to fupport the Dignity of

an

(26) This arithmetical Enumeration Tf^iTg S'klyi.Uq fArjTB Tptroi, isre re-

hath a Kind of religious Solemnity, as roiproi,

it is an Imitation of an Anfwer, given j^,^'„ ^uuSiKccror [J.7!t Iv Xoyu, »V
by the Oracle of Apollo to the JEgxsLns,

-^^ aat9uu.
when they confultcd him, and afked ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ '^j^j^j^ „^^ y^^^^^^ «^^

what Rank they bore among the States
^-^,,,///^. Tou have neither CharatUr, nor

of Greece. I\^umber among the Grecians. Suidas.
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an Athenian Citizen, even then you never appeared ; never

contributed to the Exigencies of the PubHc. (27) You cannot

plead Indigence. How is it poirible ? You had inherited

the Eftate of your Fathcr-in-Law Philo amounting to more

than five Talents ; and received a Gratuity of two Talents

from our principal and wealthier Citizens for your Oppofition

to the Law, that had eftabliflied a more equitable Mctliod ot

raifing our naval Supplies. But that I may not wander from

my principal Defign, by multiplying Arguments upon Argu-

ments, I fliall pafs over all further Proofs, f Yet it is already

moft apparent, that you were not prevented by your Poverty

from contributing to relieve the Necefiities of your Country,

but by your exceeding Caution not to do any thing contrary to

the Intereft of the Perfons, to whofe Service you have conftant-

ly direded your political Conduct.
|
Upon what Occaiions

therefore has your Spirit been exerted, and your Abilities dif-

played ? Whenever you have an Opportunity of fpeaking to

the Difadvantage of your Fellow-Citizens, then your Voice

becomes particularly fonorous, and your Memory moft ex-

cellent ; then you appear an admirable Adlor, a very tragical

Theocrines. (28)

S s s 2 But

(27) Ariftonicus was a Friend of De- He had collefted this Fortune by hi?

mofthenes, who bears this honourable Induftry or Q?.conomy, and now gcnc-

Teftimony to his Virtue. He had not, roufly facrifices it to the S;iftty of his

probably, a fufficient Fortune, in the Country. Tourriil.
earlier Part of his Life, to entitle him (28) Theocrines had been an Aclo-,

to the more confiderable Employments and afterwards turned Informer. Hi k

and Offices of the State, or to fupport Name and its Infamy in both tli"l"e Cha-

the ni-celTary F.xpences attending rhem. radcrs are here applied to ^T^'.l'chint-s,
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But you aoplaud the illudrlous Charaders of former Ages;

and with Jufllce applaud. It is however unjufl:, O Men of

Athens, to take Advantage of that Veneration you bear the

Dead, and then examine my Conduft, who am yet living

among you, in Comparifon with theirs. Is there a Man upon

Earth, who is ignorant, that a certain Proportion of Envy al-

ways attends the Living ; whereas the dead are no longer hated

even by their Enemies ? Since therefore fuch is the Condition

of human Nature, t mall I be tried and examined by Compari-

fon with thofe, who lived before me ? No, certainly. It

were neither jufl, nor equitable. Let me be compared with

you, yEfchines, or any others you think proper, who have

chofen to a6l upon your Principles, and who are ftill alive.

Confidcr befides, whether it is more honourable and advanta-

geous ior the Republic, while fhe gratefully remembers the

Services performed by your Anceftors (the Greatnefs of which

imdoubtedly exceeds all Power of Expreflion} to treat with In

gratitude and Infult tliofe fhe at prefent receives j or whethei

every Citizen, whofe Affedion to the State hath appeared in

any of his Adions, fliould have fome Share in the Honours

beflowcd by the Public, and in the Favour of thefe his

Countrymen. However, I dare affirm, fince I am compelled

to ufc this Language, that-^jy Condud in Miniftry, and my
Counfels, if examined with Candour, will appear not meanly

to refemble the Adminiftration of thofe great Men, fo juftly

celebrated, and to be calculated for the fame glorious Purpofes;

on

ih
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on the contrary, yours will appear to rcfemblc, that of the

Sycophants, by whom they were calumniated,
jj
For it is e\'i-

dent, that even in thofe Ages there were Ibme, who depreciated

the Merit of their Cotemporaries, but fpoke of their Anceftors

with the higheft Encomiums ; a malevolent and malio-nant

Office, like that in which thou art at prefent employed. Doft

thou afiert therefore, that I do not refemble thefe illuflrious

Perfonages ? Doft thou, iEfchines, refemble them ? Does

your Brother ? Does any other of our prefent Orators? Not

one, I pofitively affirm. But my worthy Friend (not to ufe

any feverer Expreffion) compare the Living with the Living,

as is ufual in other Profeffions : as Poets, Muficians, and

Wreftlers are compared to each other. Philammon did not re-

turn from the Olympic Games uncrowned, becaufe he was in-

ferior to Glaucus, or any other athletick Champion of former

Ages, but was honoured with a Crown, and proclaimed Vi6lor,

becaufe fuperior to every Antagonift, with whom he perfonally

engaged. Compare me therefore with our prefent Orators

;

with yourfelf, or any other you think proper. I yield not to

any of them. While the Republic was yet at Liberty to choofe

the Meafures ffie thought the moft conducive to her Safety
;

when the Conteft, who ffiould excel the reft in Affedion to

his Country, was opened in common to us all, the Counfels

I propofed were always deemed moft powerful and effi;6lual ;

and by my Decrees, my Laws, my Embafties was every thing

rcgu-
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reo-ulated. None of your Fadion ever appeared, unlefs when

you had an Opportunity of diftrefUng the Athenian People.

But after our great Calamity, which, would to Heaven ! we

never had experienced, there was no longer any Inquiry made

for Counfellors to advife, but for Slaves to obey ; for Traitors,

ready to receive the Wages of Villainy to the Deftrudion of

their Country, and for Wretches, who could fubmit to the

vileft Adulation. Then did you and your Fadlion appear in

your feveral Stations with Magnificence, and a Pomp of Equi-

pages. Then, I confefs, I was inferior to you in the Splendour

of your Appearance, but in my Affedlion for this People, ftill

your fuperior.

There are two Qualities, O Men of Athens, which every

Citizen, who enters into Miniftry, however moderate his natu-

ral Abilities (for in fpeaking of myfelf I would willingly ufe a

Language leaft liable to give Offence) fhould certainly poffefs.

During his Continuance in Power he fhould encourage a Spirit

of Generofity in the Republic, and an Ardour for Sovereignty.

But in all Times, and upon all Occafions, he fhould preferve

his Affedion for her inviolable. Thefe Qualities are under the

Diredlion of Nature ; but Power and Succefs depend upon an-

other Being. ' The natural Difpofition, you will find, hath in

perfedt Simplicity attended all my Adlions. Remember, for

Inftance, that when Philip and Alexander demanded I fhould

be
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be delivered up to their Refcntment ; when I was fummoned
to appear before the Amphidyons; when Menaces and Pro-

mifes were equally employed to terrify or feduce me from my
Duty; when thefe Wretches were let loofe, like wild Beafts, to

deftroy me, yet I never abandoned my Zeal for your Interefts.

I
From my firft Entrance into Miniftry, I chofe the dired and

honeft Path ; to dedicate my Services to the Honours, the

Glory of my Country, and in them to fix my own Being. /

Upon any Succelles of a certain Nation Tnever wander round

the Forum with a Countenance of Exultation and Triumph,

ftretching forth my Hand in Sign of Gratulation, and pub-

lifhing the joyful Tidings to People, who, I am confident,

will fend Advice of my Behaviour elfewhere. Nor do I hear

the Succefles of the Republic with Horror, and Groans ; or

bend me to the Earth in Sorrow, like thefe impious Wretches,

who llanderoufly abufe the Commonwealth, as if they could

(lander Her without publifhing their own Infamy. All their

Views are directed to a foreign Power, and when he hath

founded his Dominion upon the Calamities of Greece, they

make it the Subjed of their Encomiums, and boldly tells us,

it is our Duty to render it for ever fixed and permanent. But

never, O all ye Gods ! never may any of your Divinities con-

firm their impious Wifhes. Infpire them rather, with better

Counfels and Affedions. But it they continue thus incurable,

feparate them wholly from this People
; purfue them, botli by

Land
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Land and Sea, with inftant and unerring Definition ; but

grant to us, who remain, a fpeedy DeHverance from the pre-

fent Terrours, that hang over us, and perpetual Security from

future Dangers^

N
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