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WHEN ARE WE
GOING HOME?

Depends Upon—ﬁ:—rﬁount of Flying
Days and Preparing Pianes
For Shipment

The much discassed, 2ver presenl,
question of possible dates of embarka-
tion of the remaining squadrons and
personnel at this center is asked the
PLANE NEWS costinually. Asa mal-
ter of fact, we have had as many inquir-
ies in this direction as we have had
about our Souvenir Edilion since we
first announced it, and that is going
some.

We have done our utmost to furnish
vou all the news that we know yon want.
We willadmit that we have fallen down
on this assignmen!, It is practlically
impossible to give you the exact infor-
mation. There are so many faclors
entering it all that 1t is impossible to
secure it from even higher authorities.
Not that we have not fried. Assoon as
we get the news we will tell you; in the
meantime, please be patient.

We can tell you this much: You all
know how many more students there
are here to train; il has been determ-
ined to comple’te their training, and
with favorable weather that will re-
quire but a few flying days—iwo weeks
at the utmost. After that there is bul
one other task to complete, that of
boxing the planes to be shipped, and
this is being taken care of rapidly now.
1t ali dépends on the m:n themsclves
and the necessary lumber. By the iiine
of the completion of this work the ques-
tion of aveilable lransportation will be
simpliied. Figure it out yourself; it
looks very encouraging to us.

It is nol our object here to furnish
you a camoufiaged editorial in the form
of news, but we think that thisis an
opportune time to comment on the
continued good conduct of the men in
spite of their prospects. Keep it up.
You have soldiered many weary months
and have kept a wonderfully clean slate.
You have been proud to wear the uni-
form of the army in which you have
served; that uniform commands as
much respect as the flag of our country
—they are synonomous. Do not relax
and forget that you still wear that uni-
form during the balance of your stay in
France, which is limited. Maintain the
good impressions you have made on
the natives. !

One consolation is that there are
others who are not as favorably located
as we are. How would you like to be
enacting the **Watch on the Rhine”
where the restrictions are necessarily
more stringent than theyare here? You
would be fed up sooner up there than
vou can be here, where there 1s always
something going on to occupy you.

A word furiher: On your way home
do not fail to remember the wonderful
record set by the Air Service; let them
know that you are connected with that
service: leave a good impression where-
ever you go, even to the date of mus-
tering out in the good old U. S. A.
Remember that the cyes of the world
are on aviation, the future leading in-
dustry of the world, which you have
helped to build, develop and maintain,
and which you will follow, in one way
or another, until the close of your time.

Plane News to Continue

Another question which hgs been
asked us on nuUmMerous o0cCCaslons Is,
«How long is the PLANE NEWS going
to run? To be frank with you. we
do not know. It may be iwo weeks, a
month, or longer. Itisse closely con-|
nected with the history of th® post that
i willoperateaslong as there are troops
here. Assoon as we gel the dope when
are we goieg home we will announce

Price 50 Centimes

CAUGHT ABOVE A SEA DF CLOUDS |

‘The Issoudun flying field, Jargest of
the war flying fields, originating in the
necessily for producing pilots for the
American Army, sprang up into being
in October, 1917, and within one year
had made ot itself the foremost pilot
factory of aviation history.

This school, slarting under the tuition
of French officers, whose pupils so
quickly absorbed their f{lying instruc-
tions that they very quickly became the
moniteurs of enlarged classes of the
future war aviators. It had immense
difficulties to contend with in starting;
the mud was deep, for it rained inces-
santly; material was difficult to get,

standing adding to the difficulties, and
lack of proper housing and accommo-
dation for the pioneers of the field, al-
though it entailed hardships on them, it
did not discourage or deter them for one
instant, as the achievement has shown.

Post Headquarters
The Post Headquarters comprises the

main execufive head of the post, and
from this office all orders for the post’s

and fields are under the central govern-

ed in the Commanding Officer, and this
department can be said to never be
finished while there is a soldier leit.

Training Department.

The “Training Department has been
the hub of all instruction, the head
center of the flying game, and radiating
from this hub there have been operated
actively ten different fields, taking the
studentupthroughagradedcourse of in-
struction until he is ready for the front.
Aerial gunnery was taught in three
parts: in the class room, intermediate
practice on the range, and advanced
gunnery, mostly in the air.

Field 1—Rouleur field: Studentslearn-
ed to run the plane on the ground.
Field 2—Double control: Students
flew with an instructor, learning to
handle the machjine.

Field 3—Solo flying: Student learned

pur final issue, but noi until then.

to fly by himself, while students with

lack of co-operation through misunder- |

government emanale. All departments

ment of the headquarters, as represent- |
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Departments

Resumé of Work of Various

Word Picture Together With Hlustrations Give But Small Idea of Operation
of This Vast Center---The Show Place of the A. E. F.

previous trainicg are taught cross-
country flights.

Field 9: Studenls learned motors, air
work, landings and spirals on a smaller
and faster machine.

Field 5: Students who had been cho-
sen for chasse work, here learned air
work, landings, vrilles or spins, spirals,
acrobacy (virages, renversements, wing
slips), His work on this field decided
a pilot’s career as to whether he be-
came a pursuit, observation or bomb-
ing pilot.

Field 7: Formation flying taught, also
night pursuit flying, including landings,
air work, lights and signalling and
combat work.

Field 8: Aerial combat for single
seater machines, including solo flying
and combat work, parachutes, gun

work, theory and practice with cam-
era gun.

Field 14: Aerial fire,con:isted in shoot-
ing with machine guns from the air.

Field 12: Avro instruction, along the
lines of Gosport System for pilots of
larger type machines used in bombing
and army corps work.

Field 10: Corps and army’ work for
observation pilots'and D. H.-4 instruc-
tion.

The above is what was taught in the
courses at this school. The Training
Department was the headquarters of
of these fields, where records were kept
of all flying, status, progress, ability
and everything pertaining to the mak-
ing of pilots and from which office they
were sent to duty at the front, to
other schools or to instructother pilots.

Meteorological Department

This department kas been of invalu-
able service to the training of pilots.
Surface wind direction and speed were
telephoned to flying fields twice daily.
Séundings were also taken twice daily
and the wind speed and direction to an
altitude of 5000 meters telephoned to
fields 5,7, 8 and 9, and surface, wind
speed and direction telephoned to fields
1,2 and 3. Copies of these reports were

o

of 3rd A. L. C.

Commanding Officer of post.daily, and
a report of the previous day's weather.
This information has been of special
value to pilots.

Test Department

This department is a very impor-
tant factor in the A.E. F., inasmuch
as every plane in use has to pass the
rigid inspection of their testers.

The testers of this department have to
be exceptional flying men and have a
thorough knowledge of airplanes, fly
all new and repaired planes to see if

GEN. PATRICK
HIGHLY PLEASED

Visit This Week Commemorated
by Dedication of Souvenir
Edition to Him

As an indicalion that our Chief of Air -
Service, Major General M. M. Patrick, is
always interested in our activities even'
though our purpose of turning out pilots
has ceased, his visit .on Tuesday was
encouraging. No matter how hard one
sirives to do his duty, there is always a
supreme satisfaction in having a higher
authoritly express his appreciation of
those efforts. e had an opportunity
of seeing that portion of our plant that
1s slill in operation and noted that even
though there were signs of our gradual
demobilization having taken place, the
record of efficiency that has been set is
still maintained.

He expressed particular approval of
the work of the personnel of the Red
Cross and Y. M. C.A., whose efforts are
so necessary in times like these, when
the days drag into months. Alse his
comment on recent issues of the PLANE
NEWS are particularly gratifying.

As we feel that General Patrick should
have a lasting souvenir of his visit, it is
an honor and a pleasure to dedicate this
issue to him.

Lt. T. N. Joyce Breaks Worlds Loop Record

Lieut. “Happy” Jovce of our Testing
Department broke the world's record
on Friday aflternoonyexecuting 300 con-
seculive loops iP5 minutes. Record
is double that of the record made inthe
U. S. Using a Morane monoplane with
120-h. p. LeRhone motor, he flew at an
average of 2000 feet; time included tak-
ing off and landing. Lack of gas forced
him to land, doing so with a dead stick.
24 1-2 minutes required for the Ist hun-
dred loops, 20 1-2 minutes for the see-
ond hundred and 20 minutes for the
third hundred. He landed just asfresh
as when he started. Each loop was per-
fect, not hesitating on any of them. The
field was circled seven times.

It is the first time a looping record
has been made with a scout plane. No
altitude was lost in making loops.
All former records have been made by
starting at high altitudes, previous rec-
ord of 151 loops starting at 8000 feet
and finishing at 1000 feet.

they are safe and in all respects come
up to .the requirements for first class
flying.

The tester. very carefully examines
each machine, going over its parts
thoroughly, tests the motor and flies it
first before reporting it fit for service,
by putting it through the severest test
of acrobatics possible,and consequently

personnel y had to instruct many un-
trained men tc become proficient in the
peculiar work they had to perform.
Coming within the province of this
department is the acceptance of air-
planesdeliveredatthis post,condemning
of planes unserviceable or unfit for their

every tester must be a man of unusual
flying ability, a thorough mechanic,
keen judgment, cool and resourceful,
and must possess the “flying instinct”
with no fear in the air, knowing both
the theory and practice of air work and
air machines to the highest degree.

All these testers have been drawn

special work and ability is due ‘much
credit for the excellence of the work
and the success of pilot production at
this center. ‘

Engineering Department
This department, one of the most
important of the departments of this
center, has done some very valuable
and indispensible work. Within 1ts

Machine Shops, Airplane Repair, Black-
smith, Vuleanizing Plant, Carpenter,
Stock, Tool and Transportation Shops.
All construction work on the various
fields have been performed by the En-
gineering forces, and the roads built
and repaired, new fields surveyed and
opened tor the schools to operate 1n.
The greatest of difficulties have had

to be contended with in obtaining the

sent to the Training Department and

raw materials to work with, and in its'

jurisdiction are the Motor Repair and |

particular uses, and the different sub-
departments—Motor Repair, Machine
Shops, Airplane Repair and other trib-
utary shops, allof which had the atmost
difficulty in obtaining either manufact-
ured parts for machinery or the raw
material to make them, and through
these causes the activities of these

from this School of Flying and to thei”branches of the Engineering Depart-

ment have at times almostbeen held up,

but by great ingenuity all these diffi-
culties have been overcome.
Improvements,sanitary sewersystem,
incinerators, and the plans for all build-
ings, works and construction have been
originated and put through from this

department and correct records kept
of same.

Motor Repair and Machine Shops

These shops are the most perfect of
their kind, and embrace many kinds of
melal work and repairs.

Every airplane engine has been over-
hauled after about fifty hours of flying,
examined, Necessary repairs or new
parts substituted, re-assembled tested.

The output of one fair sample week
was 119 motors complete, made up of
110 LeRhone motors, 8 Liberties and 1}
Hispano-Suiza, and in one sample day -
28 motors were tarned out of the shops:

(CONTINUEP ON PAGRE 10) /
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“All For One Aimm—One Aim For All”

THE TRUTH WILL OUT!

OW amusing—if not disgusting—it must be for an aviator who has
been in France any length of time, or especially one who has seen
service over the lines, to read ihe pages of unadulterated bunk per-
Laining to the Air Service, which the fiction and technical magazines
are presenting to their readers daily! The American public, we fear,
has been so fed up on this faverite brand of ‘‘soft soap” that the prev-
alent opinion is that the German Army never did have an Air Serviee,
or al least that it never had an airplane thal could stand a ghost of' a
chance wiih the ships manufactured by the Allied countries.  Even
some of our own American trained pilots who arrived in France shortly
before the Armislice was signed, sincerely believed that all they were
obliged to do was take a few flights in a Nieuport, Spad or Dellaviland
turn ils nose toward Berlin, and literally knock the Hun for a loop
wherever they might happen to meet him. |
isn’t it remarkable, then, how quickly the altilude of the flyer
changes, once he locks Liorns with a Boche aviator, or has a heart to
heart talk with a fellow birdinan who has been in the thickest of things
when one side or the other was slaging a big drive? True, he was
truthfully told that frequently the enemy craft was overwhelmed and
wiped oul of a certain sector, but on the other hand he also learned
Lhat during the course of the war and up until hostilities ceased, the
supremacy of the air shifted from one side to the olher.

The PLANE NEWS was particularly pleased, therefore, to receive
an article on the Fokker Biplane in its story contest, which is published
in this 1ssue, and which was written by a pilot who has seen months of
active warfare in the air. While the writer wishes it distinetly under-
stood that the ideas expressed and the conclusions reached are strietly
his owu, we have heard so many other avialers, fregsh from the front,

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR THANKS

The Irials qng iribulations which ac-
company every efforl lo publish a news-
paperno, maller how small if may be can
On]y be fl[;p!‘t‘:'frzlg([ [,y a ]n‘at'e'f('u[ ]:I'fllff.’l'
OF Rewspaper man.
T/zr_’f‘e/'m':_’. we were nol surprised when
week after weelk, qs the edilions of lhe
PLANE NEWS came off the prss, im-
provung wilh each issue, there was nothing
more [han casuel [’;]'ai.\'(' {[fl‘(’!l b_l[ i1ls rea-
d(’f‘-‘\'. T}ZCI'I’ mere ,\_‘O!J‘lt’. hf)ll‘t’l‘t’f'. I{‘hu
markled al the qualily and large number
of ¢tis used, and ihe characler of the news
whiey brightened ir's pages, nol withsland-
ing kal an army pos! almosl ranks nil
wherit comes to producing reading mailer.
Vith referencelo the accomplishmenls
of le Mechanical Depariment of lhe
PLANE NE WS, to Federick Trouve,
engraer al &0 Rue de Bondy, Paris, aid
Fran.P. Cohick, Superinlendenl of lhe
Mechnical Department of the Paris
edilio of the New York Herald | due
credilyusl be given. -
M1y Trouve, one of lhe Lesl knowr
engraers in France, has never failed {0
step [cward and pull us out of many
a hole whoul the time we were due lo go lo
press, Ar. Cohick has been correspendin-
gly kinl and thoughtful. Inspired by lhe
staiemeif, **Do not leave a slone unlurn-
ed 1o esislt the boys from Am erica,’”
made bylhe famous edilor, James Gordon
Benne!l who died a few monlhs aqgo, Jh*_.
Cohick during the early months of 1918
uv/“)” 1,;1'”[{}1{} pr;p.-'p nas (h./'/'l'l"llu fo Pl'()_
cure al uny price, always managed to gel
ashipmenl off to Issoudun, even when lhe
Herald hardly knew where ils ncxl day's
run was coming from.
‘The PLANE NEWS has apprecialed
these favors and il Iukes this means of e.r-
pressing ils hearl fell thanks.

03, VHERE, OH, WHERE ARE THEY?

(Faris papers please copy.)
Sincerity is the most wonderful asset
‘one can possess, Somelimes we have
suspected that it must be a virtue. We
read widelyadverlised stories of numer-
ous stars who have volunteered their
services to entertais the boysin France.
Oulside of o {pvewerkers like E. H.

tell exactly the samyestory that we do not hesitale to accept it as gospel
truth. i
The facts concerning the Fokker Biplane and its possibilities, is no
reflection on the Allied Air Service. On the conltrary, the fact that
our aviators were one of the imporlant factors in bringing the bloody
struggle to a glorious end, stands eul as a shining monument in recog-
nition of the skill and dash of the personnel of our fliers. Their
accomplishments were nol made possible because of any advanlage in
the construction of the ships which they flew; indeed, as the writer of
the article referred to above clearly states, they were sometimes handi-
capped because the Boche could maneuver in some ways more quickly.
In conclusion, we believe that it 1s high time that the magazines
back heme stopped kidding themselves and the public about the Air
Service. If they do not they will stand out as the laughable stock of
the world when the true history of the war is wrillen by unbiased
historians.
e £54 _

PASSING THE BUCK!

NE of the greatest less®hs the War has taught us has been the cut-
ting of government red tape. Ouly those of us who have handled
army paper work can appreciate the wonderful strides taken in the
haudling of official correspondence and othlier routine.  Only those
who do not know, do the knocking. This is but one of the many things
which the War has forced on us.  Before the War those of us who
were ordinary layman gazed in awe at lhe wonderful intricacies of the
Army and Government’s methods of doing things and what marvelous
minds ii required to conceive and fathom it all.  We looked upon the
army folks with almost unholy rapture treating them with reverent re-
5[){)(;1. not daring to suggest. However, time 1s the essence in War, a5
well as other things, and the army folks turned around and adopted all
those practicable short culs that would tend toward success thus
showing that they were human as well as others.

If a good idea was brought forward it was not pigeon-holed.  If it
had merit 1t was given encouragement. Of course, there has been 1
gradual change, for one cannol break down a vast machine and build
ap another in a day. The whole system was expanded qnd brought up
to date, which might have taken years in the course of usual evenis.
Initiative has beenshown in every field, until a complele revision of army
reculalions has virtually taken place. Business methods ¢ mbined
with army routine has made us successful in these vasi undertakings.

The Air Service has given many e.xam}')les of what business methods
adapted to the Army can do. Avialion was a new game, even for {he
Armvy. DBusiness men who were in the service lxagl an opportunity to
)lilX’vth‘il' part and when one looks over the vast mstilutions and {he

Sothern, Elsie Janis, Burt Green, irene
Franklin, Mr. and Mrs. Tony liunling,
who really worked themeselves to ex-
haus'ion, even caing out to the forests,
not required in theirilineraries to enter-
tain the wood cutters, whose existence
has been one ofthe dreariest experiences
of those overhere, wefail to recall any
of lhe widely adverlised artisis.

Out of the hundreds ol enterlainers
promised, who have volunleered their
services we fe€l that we should at leasl
have a share ofthe entertaiment furnish-
ed by them. In a thealrical ergan
published in the States we nole a list of
150 names of artists, many of them slars,
and we regret that we have not had the
pleasure of seeing them.

We have always been unselfish and
have given the boys up front Lhe pre-
ference, but the
had their share also, and 1if not have
those who volunteered renaged and
only played the big towns. slayi‘ng long
enough o capitalize their }';snls by
publicily received from comingZ over
here. We donol know whois to blame
but we feel that we are imporlant en-
cugh not to be overlooked.

May Become “Regulars”

The following is an excerpt from a
recent General Order:

1I. 1. The War Department advises by cable
that a blank form wijl be sent to all forces to be
used b_\ officers dcgiring future 3PFOIH'IT!#’T‘I§?< n
the Regular Army,, Upen'receipt ol these 1:.;.:1.&
properly filled out, they will be clz;sut;cd and filed
with a view to ordering the examination ul :iU\.‘h—
numbers of applicants as future legislation maj
provide legislation fgr. There are no \'acanf.la._*rf
in the Regular Army tp be filled at this time, nor 1Is
it known how many vacancies will be created, or
to what grade officers may be appointed.

2. Officers holding provisional or permanent
commissions in the ‘Regular A'rmy are nu.t being
discharged ffom agy commission held by them.
Separation from the service of such officers, when
necessary, is to be by resignation. :

3. Discharged ol’ﬁbc"-grrs wﬁo desire Rescrfﬁ?}or ps
appointments are tg he appointed if quah‘n}d an'g
legally eligible, appointments being made In suf_
sections of the Resepve Corps as may be author-
1zed by law and as their records of service w al;-
rant. Appointment will be mz_xde to same g{gdt:_
not above Major, except in Medlcal_(,orps. hL4 ‘ h}o
appointee at time of discharge. cT the gyam: e
probably would haye been promotcd but-tor ces—~
sation of hostilities, Appointments at}?feflifé‘z)r
are contingent upop Jegislation; all olicers who,

r-q;id:ly with which they were conslructed and pul into operation it i
proofl that the red tape was cut. Let us consider thal this bas beep
one of the fruils of War, W'lll(‘.?i 1s the only ‘busmess i the world where
you have to quil after making a success of it. :

\'-

| On account of meritous SErvice, & ]

' receive special constid::ration in app(1|ntm?ngli‘[}§:
Reserve Corps shoyld be g1veR 1e1'terb bid lﬁ]:1
forth these facts, which .letters $hes Shlc"u i ;
With their reports of. discharge and application

or Reserve Corps commissions-
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Conlest Slory No. 2

“Lucky the war ended when it did,
for the Air Service was in for an awful
roasting.”

Too often has this been dinned into
my ears. Too often has come an 1indi-
vidual who fancied himself chosen by
some divine fa’e to light upon me and
regale me with tale atler tale of mons-
trous inelliciency, countling facts and
ligures upon his finger ends with such
rapidity and in such abundauece that all
I could do wasbut sit and gaze in open-
| mouthed admiration at this proof of
diligence in the search for something
tll to say of the Air Service. The sys-
tem, the work, the procedure, the or-
ganizalion,—everylhing was at fault.
There was not a single thing to be said
in its favor, trom his point ot view. “It
is a fallure,” he concluded, vigorously
thumping his fist into the palm of his
open hand. *A failure from beginning

question 1s have they

to end. And more,”—he whispered this
—“Graft!”
The Biter Bitten

Right there 1 nailed bim. “That's
about enough of that kind of stuff,” 1
said, drily. “‘if you are in a position to
prove that gralt has been accepted by
someone, to the detriment of the Air
Service, 1t 1s your duty to come out and
expose the guilly one. If you are merely
taking for granted stalements that have
been made, unsubstantialed by proof,
then the more fool you are. Butit seems
that your mind is always open to lhe
reception of things discreditable, to the
eutertainment of suggeslions which
prove the ‘knocker on all occasions,
state or otherwise. IHad yeu spent your
leisure hours looking up the achieve-
menls ot the Air Service, recently born:
had you spent your lime observing the
whole-souled co-operation given by all,
commissioned and enhlisted, in the ser-
vice of World Democracy—though this
light was hardly discernible at times
through the mud of that first winter,
through the sweat and blood of those
who were straning every muscle lo bring
the realization of America’s ideals to a
world long staggering beneath the
burden of oppression; had that spot
inside of you which makes you so re-
ceptive to the pessimistic and antago-
nistic been open lo a ray of sunshine,
enabling you to see things from the
frue perspective, you would be one of
the foremost to praise the enterprise.”

[ was waxing eloquent, and turned to

pointanaccusing finger attheobject of |

RESULTS ARE THE THINGS THAT
COUNT---KNOCKERS PLEASE NOTE

my discourse. Buthe had fled! I guess
he had had enough ¢f my elequence.
Perhaps his guilly conscience; perhaps
he had not understood. At any rate,
he was gone!

But though I may have hecome over-
heated to the ex'ent of these oratorical
lireworks; though 1 may have over-
rated the calibre of my opporent gone
far above his head in my enthusiasm,
there is truth in every word of what is
set forth above. And the unfortunate
part ofit all is that there are more of
the same kind of men in the Armvy!
There are men who would go out of
their way to take a ‘clam’ at everything
aerial.  Happily, I may say, these are
Bol men who had withstood the rigors
of an Iscoudun winter before ever ex-
isted anything resembling the tremend-
uous field now there. Perhaps their
criticism is leveled because of their in-
ability to come over sooner; perhaps
for another reason. Whatever {he
cause, the criticism is there. and it
works a detriment to the Air Service
which no amount of glorious achieve-
ment can efface. 1 am noi for a moment
putting forth the argument that we
have been infallible! Far from it! We
have made mistakes! Butit was 1o be
expected in an undertaking such as
this! It was a branch entirely new! It
was an adjunct to the military forces of
the world to which little or no altention
had been paid, and which had to be de-
veloped in conjunction with the mighty
army which was to crush brute force
forever. In the organization and dev-
elopment of this new arm, mistakes
were bound te crop up, for it was g
hurried organization and a hurried de-
velopment.

But the mistakes are not for you to
talk aboul! Were they tenfold as num-
erous they should be lorgotten in the
record of achievement which has made
‘America’ a household word in Europe
a household word the world over Ii‘
you can find nothing to say to the ad-
vantage of the Air Service; if You have
not interested vourselves sufficiently to
be familiar with the glorious deeds of
your branch of the Service, then say
nothing at all! But in the name of all
that is fair and honorable do not repeat
tales which have become txaggerated
in their passage from mouth to mouth
and which had for their sources prob:
aply nothing more than the rancourand
bitterness of some personal grievance,

——___N

Guaranty Trust Company of New York

Paris: 1 & 3 Rue des Italiens

Tours Agency:

7 Rue Etienne Pallu

UNITED STATES DEPOSITARY OF PUBLIC MONEYS
Places its banking facilities at the disposal of the officers

and Men of the

American Expeditionary Forces

Special facilities afforded officers with accounts with this
institution to negotiate their personal checks anywhere
in France. Money transferred to all parts of the United

are entitled to }

I
5

Staies by draft or cable.

Capital and Surplus
Resources more than

<50,
$700,

,000
,000

AN AMERICAN BANK WITH AMERICAN METHODS
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IMPORTANCE OF THE FUNCTIONING OF

THIRD A. I. C. TRAINING DEPT. SHOWN

Successful Coordination of Efforts of Fields Filled

Requirements of Front

Contes! Slory No. 6

The work of the Training Department
of the 3rd A. 1. C. cannot be properly
appreciated if one views it asa complete
organizalion. It has not been a separale
organization but only a small part of a
great plan. The work that has been
done here during the past year has been
only one of the ““‘cogs” that helped turn
the machinery that wen the war. Only
by a greati deal of cooperalion were the
efferts of the 3rd A. 1. C. made very el-

feclive, A view of the work of the Air

Service as a whoie must be had before

one can appreciate the part which the
3rd A. 1. C. played.

Importance of Chief of Air Service

At the head of all the aviation work is
the Chief of Air Service. The work of
the Chief of Air Service is, briefly, to
co-crdinate the efforts of the Air Service
with the efforts of the rest of the Army.
In the same way the work and size of
the Air Service are determined by the
methods of fighting and special needs
of the rest of the army If pilols were
needed to do ob-~ervation work for lhe
artillery, the chief of Traising Section
was imm=~diately notified. 1f might fly-
ing was made necessary by the condi-
tions at the front, the Chief of Air Serv-
ice was mformed <o as to co-ordinalte
his efforts with those of the infantry and
artiliery and make them as effective as
possible.

Training Section

The next ““cog” in the planis the Chief
of Training Section, This office has the
big work of seeing to the training of all
the pilots that the Avialion program
calls for. The success of the efiorts o
the fight:ng branches depends to a greal
extent upon the success that the Train-
ing Section has in turning out the re-
quired number of well trained pilots.
So the Chief of Training survéys Lhe
training program as a whole and di
vidés the work of pilot production
anong thedifferent schools. The bomb-
ing school is instructed to do its best to
produce a certain number of day bomb-
ers or night bombers; the Aerial Gun-
nery School is instructed to train a
certain number of chasse pilots, for
‘‘chasse pilots” has been the, specially
of our school. Of course the number
of pilots required of us was determined
by the facilities with which he had to
work.

Thus the work of the 3rd A. 1. C. was
set before il. From that time on it was
the part of the Training Department to
see that at least the required number
of pilots were produced. Only those
who have labored here during the last
vear know how great a piece of work
this was which was layed out for us.
Many difficulilies, too numerous tc enu-
merate, had to be overcome. Bul men
had to be trained. So the Training
Department at post headquarters work-
ed day and night keeping in touch with
the Chief Training Section, and at the
same time directing the work at the
various fields.

"Work of Training Pilots

The actual work of training pilots
took place at oullying fields that were
formed. Here again the necessily of
co-cperation was found. Each field had
a special phase in the training of the
pilot to care for. The Rouleur field,
for instance, had to train the pilots on
the ‘‘grasshoppers”. The Double Con-
trol field was the second slage where
the pilot had someone to help him fly
the plane. Then came the Singie Con-
trol and Eighteen-meler field where a
smaller type of plane was flown. And
so the work advanced in various slages
through the school. At other fields the
pilot would learn to fly the small fifteen-
meter machines. Cross-county flving,
acrobatics, combat and all thess various
stages had to be taught the pupil. At

last the pupil, If successful, would

graduate from the last field and be
ready to leave for the Aerial Gunnery
School. Here he would

depart for the front to get his Boche.
A great deal of hard work was neces-

sary at the varicus fields to train all of

these pilots. Part of this work was

done by the moniteurs and part by the
enlisted men who actzd as mechanics'

or did other routine work. of which
there is so much to be done at a flying
field.

Chosen from the Best

The moniteurs, and what I say of the
moniteurs can be said of the teslers,
officers in charge of the different fields
and those doing personnel work, were
chosen from the very best men thal
passed through the school. S:ch ofli-
cers lived a life of sacrifice in a greal
many ways. When a great deal of fly-
ing 1s being done the moriteur must
put in work at early and late hours. His
work is very dangerous, especially on
the Double Control field. It is much
more glorious to meet death while fight-
ing than the Hun than to meet the same
late while teaching a pupil to fly. Bui

receive
his aerial guonery training and then!

someone must train the students. So
tiese officers—who would mueh rathes
be wiuning honors at the front—dic
their daily routine work training othes
boys that they might “go up there.”
The enlisted men also laved a big
part in makirg the pilot productios
program a success. Extremely patien
—when you consider the many circum-
s‘ances with which be must put up—
he went about bhis daily tasks. Some
d:d the work on the motors; others
merely washed planes and some had to
he content with running a typewrites
or déing some other detail office work.
But, whatever the ta<k, vou alway-
found him there to do his part, usually
with a smile on his face. True, he was
not getting the easy part, but he realized
that his work was necessary as the rest.
Plans Laid for Even Better Work

Thus we get an idea of the “how”
the *“why” and the “wherefore” of the
training of our pilots, who did so much
to distinguish. themselves and their
country at the front. Now we can see
vily we were pulling in such long
hours during the past months—we ean
see Why flying record alter flying rec-
'vd was broken. It was only through
co-ordination of efforts, co-operation,
1ad a great many times through per-
sonal sacrifice that the Training Depart-
ment was so" successful in producing
such a fine grade of pilots. The greaLi
things achieved with so many difficul-
ties to overcome are only an indication
6f the much greater things. that might
have been achieved during the next
year, if it had been necessary for the
Traming Department to continue its
work. It is true that the Training De-
partment did not do “all that it would
like to have done. But it did eredit to
itself in training “most of the best
pilots that ever ilew at the front.”

S ————

Plane News Loses Part of Staff

Second Lieut. J. H. Small- left last
week for duty at Tours in cpnneclion
with Air Service history. While he was
with the PLANE NEWS for but a few
weeks, he made his efforts felt in help-
ing to maintain the reputalion of the
paper. Itis hoped that even thouch he
may be elsewhere we will have the
pleasure of printing his interesting con-
tributioas, including some of his avi-
alion poems.

Another sad blow was the departure
of Sergeant Major Lynn who had re-
joined our forces, but is now home-
ward bound. His work is well known
to PLANE NEWS patrons including his
Lazy Lines and Tail Spins and it is
regrettable that we cannot promise to
keepasupplyof his clever compositions
before our readers. Even thoush he
promised to continue to send l.lSaSOI‘lle
“dope’, it is surmised that he is having
his hands full with his squadron duties.

Sergeant Devine's rhyme’s will also
be missed. Ashe is an active member
of the 2Ist Squadron, he is probably as
well occupied as Lvnn.

Following the decrease in the staff
an added shock was given when 2nd Lt.
W. J. Gaynor, who has been associated
wilh us; rendering valuable aid, also
received his travel orders for transporta-
tion to the U. S. on Sunday last.

Overheard at Plane News Qffice

o |

BRIEF STORY OF
A BIG WORK
IN FRANCE

A.S.P.C. No. 2 at Romorantin
the Biggest Plant of its Kind
Over Here

MODEL FACTORY CITY

The enormous aviallon manufaciur-
ing plant at Romoraalin is another

from nothing in the middle of January
to a marvellous plaqt for the assembl-
ing and reconstruction of all airplanes
ased in the A. E. F. beth at the {ront
and in the training schools here.

The story could be best told in figur-

es , but as they would be staggering it
is almost beyond camprehension. It is
in fact a model factory town with a ru-
ral cetting. The site wasselected due to
central location both for distributicn to
the Z. of A. and the S. 0. S. Itsimmense
machine shops anc fabricaiing plants,
storage warchouses, hangars, ballion
work shops, are all marvels of construc
tion and convenience, covering acre
after acre. In conjuction with this there
was a stupendous ta<k in clearing and
arranging the broad expanse of flying
tields, building rail reads, roads and
ditches,
Actual production work bezan in the
latter part of July, butseveral months
previous to this assembly work was
carried on, including work onthe D. H. 4
with Liblerty motor, since which time
hundreds of planes have been assembled,
reconstracted, and many other saivaged,
the spare parts being used to the great-
est advantage.

Experimental work was carried on
here and numerous innovations were
made in rigging of planes and changes
in mofors. Spare parishave been manuf-
{actured right on the spol t 0 meet emer-
gency demands.

No lost motion hasgver been evident,
for the plane production has always
kept up with the shipments from the
States. While m'erﬁhin;: hasbeen done
under pressure 2hisproduction has only
been possible by working two 9-1'2hour
shifis in the shops,

Installation of armament has heen
only one o f the many important phases
of work carried on, as well as radio and
camera installation.

As proof of the throughness in which
assembly work has been necessarily
carried on, the percentage of crashes in
delivery, even though 1t has been neces-
sary to ferry the planes over long dis-
tances, has been practically nil, none of
these being fatal,. These that did occu
were due to causes over which there
was no control, mainly being from fog,
wind and rain. Rigidity of the testing
and inspection eonducted before delive-
ry has no doubt been responsible for
this.

One explanation of the great amount
of work accomplished by the personel
that has been available may be attribut-
ed to the perfect sanitary conditions
and proper military discipline which has
resulted in an unusuallylow percentage
of venereal and other cases and necess-
ary enforced diciplinary actions which
have taken place. :

To properly summarise the accom-
plishments of the Air Service Production
Park No. 2 it is feltthatthe words of Lt.

Col. E. V. Sumner.A. S-A.. the C. 0. of

thisvast establishment and who hasever
been anispiration to the men in his com-
mand, cover the situation very through-
ly: :

“We have grown [rom nothing in ten
short months to something of which we

are all proud. We feel thal silence is the

watchword upon whichsucecess depends

Our main objective has been to ob-
tain results as quickly as possible and
with the least friction. We feel that we
have gained that objective and that our

record speakes for itself.”

Considering thatall o fthe work ae-
complished was under war conditions
on foreign soil with labor and materia]
shortages, muitiplies everythingdouble.

e —
A Square Deal on the Square
A. GIRARD

Large assortment of
Books, Stationery, Office Supplies

‘_‘Hey, little cigarette butt. are you
‘Cigars and Snipes’ representative? |
want to cancel my subscription.”

and Leather Goodg
AT REASONABLE PRICES

story of mushroom growlh. i .sppang‘
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TTRIGCOCHETS ¢

By 4ist LIEUT. J. H. CLAYTON
Note: Try to Duck Them

MN\N)-M

EANAANAANAANS ANAAPGANANNA AN

Ode to the Cadets---By an Avro Instructor
Thou still uniulored pilol of brave ships

Thou wean-child of the ballle's deadly roar!
As yel unlearned in zooms, vrille lurns and dips
And 1hose sad hours which musl go before

Of pain and lravail al your mentor’s hands,
What bids you lempt fale. striving now o fly
When those of us who linger still behind

Are praying whal jast Geds there be on high
For travel orders? Cease your wild Desire
And throw ambition o the howling wind.

Not Passed by Censor
~ Denishawn, Los Angeles, Calif.,

Dec. 1, 1918.
My dear Lieutenant Jefferson:

Received your photograph, and esteem it an houor, after reading your testi-
mony of your dancing, to offer you a place in my company. You are so much
like my dear Teddy. :

‘ _ Ruth San Dennise
Listen, Jeff, we Like your dancing awfully well, but we are going to build you
a special floor and furnish a partner with iron clad shoes.

Drama Notes— Lieul. Jefferson starred as the Reason in the delightful tragedy
entitled, “Why Miss Blank Bought, ‘Blue Jays,’”

Depuis la Guerre
The litlle old Spad is covered with dusi
Where sturdy and staunch she slood
Her linen mouldy, wires red with rusi,
And the birds nest beneath her hood.

She dreams of the hours when, speedy .and new
She dove on the fallering Hun, :

Her pilot’s nerve steady, her pilot's eye true!
Though she’s glad that the t hing is done.

She's glad that her lad with the heart of slteel
And the guls to see anything through

{s home where no enemy circuses wheel,

But she dreams—and her lad dreams, foo.

It's easy lo say we're off the flying game for good, now that we are rather fed
up on thersport, but wait six months before taking the pledge.

Letting you in on a litlle of my private correspondence about the vamp ship:

“You've named her all wrong. Whoever heard of Theda Bara wearing even
Las much as a coat of paint?

To quote a question from thé same letter.

What is an empennage, and has
Theda one?” [I'll bite, Has she?

The Suicide Club: The Cadet Class ¢t Field Three.

F

Pal, Here's to You

Pal, here’s to you;
You've seen it through.
No shot and shell

Made hot your hell,
But every night

Your heart sirings light
Played dirge, sweet, drear,
Of pride and fear
‘And gave your son,
Your only one.

You rode the rack!
Thank God, he’s back.
“And if he fall

His couniry’s call

Is first by far

Than heart’s calls are.”

Oh, youre irue blue.
Pal, here’s to you.

—_—

“Take in the Tee”
A little drama in one act
Scene: the Red Cross Rest Room, around the stove

First Stranger: See that chap over there? He has steen Huns.
on his first solo trip —

Lycan: Hell, that's nothing. On my second solo trip I managed an cutside
loop. Spenta week in the Hospital from the effects of the blood rushing to my
head but —

Second Stranger: As 1 was saying, Blank set a new loop record. 152 in suc-
cession. Poor nut!

Lycan: And the next time I went up, 1 looped the old crate 167 times in a
row. Of course,—

Voice from back of hall—Oh, I say, who is this guy 7 anyway?

Chorus: Thal's Lyecan’s friend.

I remember

Situation wanted, male: Wanled position as instructor in the latest ball room
steps. Capable of teaching the Kiwi Kanter, the Armistice Glide, the Issoudun
Amble and other importations from the battle front. Write Cote, Plane News.

- Owed to the Mess Fund
When a K. P.isn’'l tracking up the kilchen
Or engaged in puiling poison in lhe slum
He is much the same-as an; other mortal
Though the onions pul his reason on the bum;
When the head chef isn’t sleeping through first call
Or keeping the mess sergeant on the run
He stands high with the big boys in the mess hall.
Oh, the topper’s lol is nol a happy one.

Speaking of mess halls it is rumored that curried eggs are now hard-boiled.

First customs inspector: What's the rate of duty on imported art?

Second custom's inspector: Why?

First customs inspector: 1 want to know what to assess the top of Major
Curry’s trunk.

!
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WHERE THE COGNAC SDECIAL COMES IN-
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ESU,’,E OF WORX OF yﬂﬁla . ments that come up every hour of the Casgf. It is due to Major Noe and his | their “bit.” e
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and rings, bushings of all kinds, cam|been held up asa model supply depot) = 0 B ORP! paon"(ti B o i huildings . Expf;ﬂgnce showed that flying ability | " 0= =808 2 S e res Al
-ollers, efe., as well as the tools neces- | throughout the Air Service. _ _. 1S poste ‘ : 'S | depended a great deal on the condition . A e and :

La;'v io make them. At this Center seventeen types of and appurtenances in such first class| 04 o flier, how altitudes affected his ters of impori, and in cases of dispule,

The Machine Shop included a Sheet | Nieuport airplanes have been In use, E?;‘(:Jt‘lt;\(_”&»étar\x‘d its cost to thl;, govern- breathing, blood presstre circulation ClE‘llmS' or complaints it has en?bled
i : himes it was necessary ) erioraliop so small. 21 Shid e hia o ‘ . mistakes or misunderstacding io be

Metal Dopartment where gas tanks and | and for these mac . Fi R taant 280 IS VISION, Sonse of molionkiustiv i seveoably setline
airplane hoods were, repaired; an In-|to carry in stock at illl times about - < v IO ERE : . |and maintenance of equilibrium and so g y :
strument Reom where allimeters, | 29,000 different paris Ior airplanes, in v The Fire Department of the 3rd f"f-‘_-_l‘- many other ways that it was necessary| Summary Court and Intelligence
walches, etc., were repaired and put in | spite of the fact.that many of the differ- :js weltl ‘u;‘) }to the a'veragve of ?{mo‘ltll:e tP have experts to discover a student’s Department
ordsr: a Blacksmith Shop and Acelylene | ent types were mterc!mangeable. Also epar Ii)( nt of the U.S. v_vhel_l ta m:.:, e | fitness for flying, even when physically] The Summary Court represents the
‘Welding Room wherein were manufac- | the foliowing types of planes have been circumslances upder avhich it operates. | pe appeared perfect. The problem was|law of the Army at this post. Offenders
tured radiators, aluminum, bronze and } in constant use: Voisin, Morane, Caui Its ap-p‘)arutus, consiructed 1n our|jy dl.fﬁcultone. - |against the military law are brought
prass castings. | dron G-3 and 1, Spad, Sopwith-Camels |shops, is modern and up to date and | Sixty percent of British casuaities in | here to trial and before a properly con-
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A fair samnle week included 143 mag- | Avro type D and American DeHaviland-4 | with a-bigh powered motor it can turn | the air during the first year ot war were | stituted tribunal are charged with their
netas, 290 ;leeels, 2140 spark plugs| with the Liberty motor, and in order to | out in a few seconds and is on the spot | tound to be physical unfitness. By a]offence.

rebuilt with' an output 2lso of 350 vul- | keep these supplied with parts a stock wheqev'f-r t_he alarm of fire IS raised.' ’ caseful examination by experts in the] The Intelligence Bl sitie
canized tubes. of approximately 15,000 had to be kept| That it w as born f)f a real necessily,!second year this was reduced to thirty | itself deeply and makes inquiries into
Aero Repair Department on hand. and when it is considered that there are | percent and to twelve percent the third | maliters of importance to the Army and

e & 7 =.d 2]l the| A large number of these spare parts :/uillons of dollars worth of property to year. gathers data. Itisa vastly important
reg: il:sllj 3 [;):;;tnn;: n;ri:la;el;ig?tlemacmn% and tools hac_i to be manufactured {n the f)glpr]olectedl,_ ?s ?:ell. as the mptre d\?ll]u; | The.Medical Resea;ch Board exists to | branch of the Armyand ofteyn tinfes very
which have beer; wrecked, thus saving 5h095_0f this Cfmtel‘ out of salwageﬂ. ?h i,.]gn[l)a" lte’ it will be admitte fal- mvest_ngate the efficiency of pilots, to| much depends on the information
millions of dollars to the government. naterial, a saving of thnusandls‘ of l(i li'e lle[)ar q;entha.sbeens%ccess U expgrnmenlandies_t lo del_ermineability gleaned by theIntelligence Departmeant.
In the Aero Repair Shops on many oc- dollars. Approximately 20,000 palnb'for : dp l? lt‘l I’It‘ebent this post azn.e‘ "'l of pilots to fly at high allitudes, and to Provost Marshal’s Office
casions pracicealiy everything -thaf |airplane motors were keptinsiock 1o | 679 U Hiwas nob qaenched In 2 |be a standing medical -board for con-|  hig office we all know quite’ whl
pertains to airplane repairs has had te } ~upply the LeRuoue, Gnome, .Llergebt. st sideralion of all matters periaining to | tne M. P. is his rPDresenlal(ilve on the
he made. Great difficulty had been Hispano-Suiza, and the American Lib-]  Department of Prison and Labor | physieal fitness of the pileot. street and -his“duties are prncipall
found in getting supplies of essential fertly. The Hardware sub-depariment Thelabor of prisoners, whoare under-| New apparalus has been developed golice  dntibe: i et ihoparg
parts from the French manuractur: ra-,*.;arned in stock all kinds of tuols,y 1ron, g(?if‘g punishment fcr infrac'ions of | for the study of the aviator, and Medi- also used as’lraf[ic directors iards _
and the Aero Repair Department had 1 | steel and sheet metal, nails, screws and | yiijjtary Law, has been utilized at this | cal Research Officers have kept in close » 8 o

. , 2 A &, : : _ Sty e vl : ard various other duties. They patrol
pet in asd make them, and once whe | 10lts, lumber, wire and technical hit post, as at practically all other posts, on | contact With him in his work, in order| 4} the outlying small villages gng sur-

there was 2 very pressing need for Typ: | erature. . fatigue dnlies. The nature of their work | to closely study his medical needs.| qundine countr P

97 Nisuport planes to train pilsts whe | The Instrument sub-department car-)yapies with the demand for labor on the | This research work was carried on at| lssougun andy[;rotec:l:ﬁ:scitvlilf tg‘:j‘i
were badly needed at the front, and e 1ed tecnnical mslrumeuls of various | nogt, the (;amp Hospitaland a new laboratory lation as we’“ as the soldier. pop
French manufacturers being unable to | kinds—compasses, clinometers, alti | The guard house is a spacious build-| was in.process of construction at the gk

The M. P.s of this post have not had
much trouble, as the men of this camp
are. as a body of men, verylaw-:biding,
well behaved and good soldiers.

supply them, the Aero Repair Depart- nelers, revulutipn : counters, tacho- ing, and well ventilated, and if the time of the Armistice. A ward of the
ment had to muster all its forces and | neters,air speed indicators, clocks, etc. average prisouer behaves himself he is | hospital was turned over to the board
produce these machines themselves. The Clothing sub-de_parlment held | well fed and receives credit for good | for minor and special surgical proced-

In these shops are built nearly all| lentiful supplies of aviators clotyng. | conduct by a certain scale of reduction | ures and for care of sick fliers.  Mem- ;i
nechanics and chauffeurs clothing ol | ,f santence.  Many of them have been | bers of the board acted as consuliants Information Department

parts for airplanes, woodwork parls. | . The Inf i ‘

wings, struts, landing chassis, longe'i creat value. | placed on parole, and while a few have | t~ the hospital when needed. SR o i

rons,—cables also are made. Oils. gasoline and grease sub-deparl- | .ome back, a great many have made| The work of this board is divided in- has been much in evidence of late. Hs
An average of twenty-two new air | ment carried in st?ck three grades ol zood their records and become good | to four classes: Care of flyers, investi- duties hav?, b.ee,_n to coll.ec:t data in re-

planes enmplete were built in the Aerc | :asoline,eigh.tofmland three of greas | goldiers. gation relating to the flyer, system of g.alid to aviation and tra;gu_xg, for offi-

Repair shops each week. | which were in constant demand for| Tpe Prisoners of War, Germans, who | records and the creation of a perma-!°?2 record of all the aclivities at this

Everything that it is possible to sal-jauto service as well as ailjplane. Thf | are housed in theirown camp are also nent school of aviation medicine, In ce_mler_;_ to make compllatloq of all the
vage has been turned to useful purpose. | nonthly consumption during some fai empioyed on faligne work, and- are|order to obtain first hand knowledge, historical malters of the post and to
and nothing that is serviceable has been | -ample weeks, when training was pro- | ynder guard of armed soldiers whille | members of the board have made fligh!s alslsemble and make a concise report of
wasted, and an average of one hundred { gressing briskly, often exceeded 150,000 | working, and goisgand coming. Their]of various kinds, and by contact with g dthat has been accomplished at the
thousand dollars per week has been | zallons, and nezessitated tank car con- | ot is as good as anyprisonerpf warcan  the flyers themselves and conferences | ¥ 1‘?" I. C., that it may be used as offi-
saved by the manufacture of spare paris | voys from base¢ ports to this center ali expect and bette; than most of them With the instructors have obtained|©@ stalistics, for guidance and informa-

from this salvaged material. Exper!|the time. : aver hoped for, and their guards have ; much valuable information. They have t“.’&onrany matters thal may come up
woodworkers in the Propeller Repair Transportation Department " little trouble with them. | e.ndea_vored to reproduce the sensa- ;;Velenlli eI:eIéce to ?t;,tlln.mxes‘suchashave
Shop utilized broken pmpeller.parls BE & conctant corfice of transportation Quartermaster’s Department’ tlons.m the laboratory 1n order to de- carried on at this center.
repair Oth?r BEOP e‘llers, SAVIDE "h"_' had to be maintained between t.he dif-1. Thisis just no v probably the busiest termlge itlllle tfutlll]dfn\menta_l factors con- T Technical lerary
governmeni large sums of money fort ferent flying fields, towns and villages, | jo5ariment of all, and during the time c::rgg 15 ? E’mealf Pl'oit]ef‘»t the| This 1s a most useful’ addition to the
these expensive items alone. and to cope with this necessity, a Trans- | when the fields were atiheir busiest the | - ocent belore he becomes a flyer and | post, and since its opening has proved

. \ : alterwards. t s. In this lib -
Inventions portation Department had to be main- Quartermaster’s Department never had a greatl success. this library there
To the ingenuity of members of the tained.  Trucks, trailers, touring cars, {5 chanee to let up. Convalescent Home are books on all technical subjects that

: : - : r 34 ing oo : The Chateau de Villechauvon, the|any man on the post is ever likely to
ape h { the Engineering | Motorcycleshad regularroutesrunning {  The Jarge numbe¥ of troops at this : : ‘ ely
?)‘gﬁ;rt[::le?lza?: delfe 0many new inn_ovag- on schedule to all the outlying fields, | ,,q¢ haveg necessitated an immense | shelter provided by the Red Cross and ask for and they are open to ali e

: ; i ¥ ' ints in : . s : : ' ' i i mn the post.
n& fi 1 and are in | 2nd sllimportant points in the A.E.F. | uantity of provisionsand O-M material | operated in conjunction with Camp | : -
t:;?fo?;yus\; ?\n Fil? S?ae:es_ Amongst Materials, supplies, men and baggage ?O Ke oghanpd at all times, Hospital No. 14, has proven a wonder- There are also diagrams and charts

many are: had to be cqntinunlly on the move in That this post pas fared well with its ful adjunct t.o the 3rd A. 1_,(;,' T!lrough A for_ men to study the worlfings of ma-

A tail-skid for Nieuport planes, which between points, and the demand on th Quartermaster Department, goes with- the generosity of our kind neighbor, chine guns, and all the dlﬂ'eyent thea-
has all the advantages of the *‘banjo” | 'tansporiation system has been very | ., caying, and this mest busy of all Monsieur Martin, who donated the use tres of war, while oue large map at the
skid =ith the addition of a swivel spring great, but it has Leen handled with 2 | departments in peace or war, has more Pf this unusual property, it has proven 3"‘1 of the library showed frpm day.to .
skid, in successful operation, reducing regularily that has been a source of | hap done its “bit,” L& ideal for the purposé for which it has|tay¥ the progress of the Allied armies
tail breakage fully thirty-five percent, {Pride at this Center. The Q-M department also runs at|been ulilized. Ml]?- Gabrielle Boissier | lh__e“' last big offensive. This was

Addition of plales on D.H.-4 landing| A railway trainis also a regular featl-| oartain hours, a store where the officers | and Capt: G. H. Wartman have been watcn]ed_ closely by large numbers. A
chassis, and reinforcing shock-absorber | 1r® between this Center and Issoudun, | a4 enlisted men of the camp can make | the guiding sQllr}ts,.and with their pol-| mode leelj'Y motor is also in view and
fiiting=, which together with a wood |and runs at intervals, accomodalivg | ;. chases at cost price. In addition to |1¢Y of permiiling personal freedom l‘%ce_ntly have been added some models
and metal core in the axle has practic- | Passenger traffic and also freight. Aljs multitudinous irons in the fire, the | have injected the family spirit into the | © airplancs. o
ally brought landing gear irouble to railway yard with 3."”!3?9P““-0'_"3“Fes Q-M department is now issuing candy institution. : 1A Red Cross
naught. tkereto, tracks and sidines, bringing | Stion to the troops—-'a!nd made by the| Since ils inceplion, during ihe latter] The Red Cross group, with ils canteen

A stabilizer brace put on all D.H -4 freights up 'O. tbe very doors of the 0-M department, too. * part of July, it has shgller_ed 14(? con- | for refreshments, reading and writing
madctinns- Hivst at this centor, Quartermasters Depot, coal to the coal Camp Hospital Number 14 valescents, 128 of them being aviators,  rooms, an exceedingly fine library of

Box srction spars which could not be duwp and mails to the postoffice. This The bamp hospité}ilt Shiscenter has| OPETaung o its full capacity of 20 well chosen books, and a piazo where
obiained from French sources, r-placed railroad connects with the main Pans shwrge Hiseh under the guidance of guests .du.rlng this pf:rlnd: It is there- soldiers can make themselves at home
hy One Beam section spars for varions line at Issoudun and has been used for AP TG ofhjghétandingand A fore distinctive, this being the only | is one of the big features of the camp.-
types of Niguport wings. _ all kinds of trafficireluding movements cal specialists, The wards are all com- service having a home for its exclusive | The ladies of the Red Cross have done

R 1whide loops forcontrol cableguides of troops. ‘ fortably furnic.hed W ac=modation use in ll}e A E.F. Thosg officers who | some fine work in this camp to help
to replace tubular metal guides, wnich Field Service . in every way ;s Girst class. : !hav?_enjoyed'the hospitality of Chat:eau keep the soldier comiortable.. o
previously caused depreciation. This department exists as m emer-| This hOSpital.ﬁ:gis'iéa'] ed upon during ;le'\fl'::]eqha?‘ Q?hcannot speak too high-{ A restarrant for officers is also run in

A skid for Nieuport lower wings to|gency rescue service forwrecked planes. | the Amariean dﬂ'enf&#e to take care of yof their stay there., a most up-to-date manner and every-
reduce breakage—very successful in] Whenever an airplane falis tae Field |[several trainloads of wounded men _ Disbursing Officer thing is done to make life mere livakie
reducing breakage to almost nothing. |8 .rviedis notified as promptly as pos-| from the front anﬂ promptly on the The bills that have to be met in the | under camp conditions. | :

Mud guards, reducing danger of{sible, immediately a crew from this arrival of the Réé (ross train the pati- disbursing olfice and the accounts that| Asgwmg room, too, where mending,
breakage to propeller from clods and | department sets out to repair the plane | ants  were transfered to their beds have to be checked and verified are|pressingand cleaningof clothes is done

stones. | on thie spat where it is down, or if it is | with .+t ach hitch. and every- legion. A regular' accountant’s office, at a reasonable rate, sll under the man- .
Fus-lags bracesandifittings, replacing | heyond rapid repa.ring, t5 bring it in to :;llin;‘:lt)gzefﬂ%g‘fl;at medical skill | Plus a commercial bank, might well de- | agement of the Red Cross ladies.
pnor articls of manufacturers. * | the shops.- At all hours of the day and could devise e | seribe the dlsbur_sm.g office, for the Catkolic Chapel o |
Sifety helts for type-24 and typ 27 | nizht the Field Service has heen on dui,v. “The suddeit-[nﬂ enﬂﬂ ep,idemic at this | many money transaclions that pass and| The Cathol chapel, with Father Sulh-t
Nieaporis., Often it is possible to make repairs to post Was‘qui;ehy:mk'ed by the prompt hav; t(t) blt: Ilnade of I'EC{:;]C!, clgcked and | yan as the priest in charge, has | ot -

. . enahle the pilot to again gk Cos LT g 1~ | Mase to balance make this office a ve TR T e e 7
Aero Supp'y Department nable the pilol to again tuke to the air measures taken by the hospital author Busy plade. TY | institution since the opening of the

“This Department handies all supnlies { And bring his ship in, and ths men in |jjies, and its payages were soon limited : ~ |camp. -Mass is said at the main fiel
p ""-'f‘i"i";) to airplanes and equipment | the Field Service consequently must be 1o a very n?i;ﬁ? f:rgm The equip- . Chinese Camp -~ |and outlying fields. Father glum::: |
For airplase MR-, - e m “:h.anlcs nfl'q Blgh o.l'der, capable of | ient is Bp't':'b?;ahtﬁ‘é"evefy way. The Chinese camp has been a feature also says a mass in the German pricon %
Tiii< Supply Depot i= one of the Targ tackling any kind of a job they are cal- Contagious gjsoases have been given of the post and they, by their labor, [camp each Sunday. He is a man of
est and best conducted of its kindin the | 12¢ upon to do in emergencies. This special attention and the patientsiso-|have deserved well of us, and no one|lireless energy and all the nospitals
Air Sopyice of the Allied Armies. and it| work often entails long and arduous latedtopréigﬁgcc‘;étlﬁﬂﬂa“d safeguard | will begrudge them a good word. They|know him, both here, in Chatea |
supnliss all of th+ outlying fields. 1vis 'rips, bul 1t has saved both valuable| giher men, and Major Brownell, who is have always performed their labor|and the surroundingtowns for hiswork
divided into seven sub-dspartments— |'imeand money to the Air Service by a specialist ha spared neither time nor | cheerfully and well." They have been|among lhe sick. N LR TR T
Nienpori airplane pars, parts for ali|d-aling with wrecks on thespot, and| ) check these diseases.  His|employed mostly on ordinary manual| Father Sullivan has done some won-
makes of aipnlanes, motors and motor either repairing them or bringing thera illustrated Jaciypes have from time to labor, while some have become useful | derful work amongst the men of this
pirts, hardwares, instraments. eiothing, intobe rr;pmred in the shops. lime be Pn;w the.{jfeven‘lidn of in the machine shops. They have lived | camp and the moral uplift he has been
gnsoline. oil and greass All the 'h us- Maintenance Department disease. and fha " nece
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THE AIRPLANES WERE MUCH

PLANE NEWS, JANUARY 25, ;_1919

BETTER THAN THE PILOTS

———— e

. |
American Pilot Attached to R. A.F. Thinks Well of

Fokker--Not All Easy Sailing For Allies

Conlesl Story No. 5

The true history of the aerial war will
nct be wr.tten for many a day, and at
a time when memoirs of leaders of all
sides are available as well as official
reports. Nevertheless certain events
and periods stand prominently even at
this time, and among these is lhe
“Come-back™ of the German Flying
Corps in the summer and aulumn of
1918.

The supremacy of the air, during the
spring of 1918, was decidedly on the
side cf the Allies, particularly on. tie
British front. There daily during the
months of March, April and May, ex-
cessively. heavy
planes were taken from the Huns at a
minimum of loss, Failure even threat-
ed lhe German Air Service. Two months
later the Huns were again contesting
for the masiery of the air and before
the signing of the Armistice had once
more become a menace to Allied sue-
cess. The extraordinary effort put
forth by the German Flying Corps in
thie iast six months of the war i< a mat-
ter of greal importance and seriously
influenced the military situation.

What were the factors which produ-
ced this ‘“Come-back” and whal we
might have expected from the Huns in
the Air if the war had carried on?

Success Depends Upon Scouts

Superiorily on the air depends upon
the supremacy of the fighting planes
or scouts. It is true that the major
valae of the aeroplane in military oper-
ations lies in reconnaissance, liaison
with artillery .and infanlry, and in the
destruction of reservesand communica-
tion centers. But in these later days of
highly specialized warfare offensive
fighting is necessarily delegaled to the
chasse or scout planes. if these are
driven from the aic all olher work be-
comes highly dangerous if not impos-
sible. To the fieid of the scout plane
then atlention is directed for the period
under discussion. .

Superiorily in the airis the product
of three factors:

1. Superiorily of Ground Organiza-
tion and Stafl work.

2. Superiorily of Flying Personnel
and Aerial Leaderskip.

3. Superiority of Pilanes.

it is patent thal any one of these fac-
tors may produce pronounced success
or failure, the others being equal. 1In
whick lies the secret of the Hun effort
this summer? . '

A highstandard of stall work certain-
ly characterized the Geérman service.
The nolable features were:

1. Concentration ofthe best pilots in
crack mobile units.

2. Local construction of superior
forces on sectors where temporary
success seemed most desirable.

The first principle may well be ques-
tioned, for it strengthens the favored
units at the expense of others. But the
second is indisputably sound, as has
been repeaiediv demonstraled in the
last year of ihe war. Moreover evidence
indicates that its anoption was forced
upon the Huns by a scarecity of pilots.
But whtle these principles may have
contributed much, they are not the
faciors sought, for they were success-
fully combatted by similar measures on
the part of the Allies—notably the Am-
ericans and Brilish at Chateau Thierry
and the British at Cambrai.

Strategy of R. A. F.

Similarly the standard of flying per-
sennel and aerial strategy in the Hun
service, tho undoubtedly high, will not
solve the problem—forit was surpassed
by the Royal Air Force. The lasttwo
months of the war, SPple{llper and
October, witnessed oa the British front
probably the highest development of
sirategy and aerial ieadership among
fighting squadrons, that the war hasr
prodaced.. fhe great exponent o.'
these taclics was Mannock., by many
considered the greatest aerial ger{e?al
the world has so far seen. The British

saintained their supremacy to the end.

Temporary ‘“Come Back”

" The secrel of the German effort lay,
:thout question, in the superiority of
zge scout planes, and the effort dates

from tke appearance. of the Fokker Bi-il

tolls of destroyed

plane (D7), about the middle of June.

Two months later the air was full of
Fokkers,a record production Designed
On uniGue prineiples and using a high
power molor, the new scout rapidly de-
monstrated remarkable qualities. itsun-
equased climb, cood speed and wonder-
ful dive and zoom soon marked it as the
best scout on the front. The (SE5) and
Clerget and Rhone Camel were outelass-
ed; the Bentley Camel and 28 Nieuport!
were mel with a very worthy apponent
and the Spad was obsolete, From Zee-
briigge to Toul the pursuit squadrons
pairoled the skies in Fokkers and there
followed a period of most intense aeri-

al combals and *-dog-figh!s” along the

whole weslern front. The seeret of the
Hun effort was the Fokker Biplane

But the supremacy of any plane is
short. In the middle of October a new
and higher powered Fokker was met on
tke British front by the Snipe, the new
Sopwith scout, which proved superior
to all single-seaters on the front. The
Huns, in tern, produced the Schuckert
and the newPlalz. Justappearingat the
end of the war and which, tho untest-
ed in extensive combat, | romised to
surpass the Snipe. The Royal Air Force
still maintained superiority in the
north. If the French had new planes,
they had put none on the front. And the
SE5 and Spad were clearly out-classed
by the new Germari planes, Here the ad-
vaulage in planes lay with the Huns.

What would have been the probable
influence on allied arms of this German
effort if the war had conlinued? 1tis
idle to speculate, bul we can do no
more. If the Huns had plenty of planes
it is equally certain thatthey were short
of pilots, perhaps more short than
we know, And thousands of America’s
best pilots, fully trained were just ap-
pearing on Lhe front. This faclor prob-
ably was the greatest, for America’s
Best were undeniably very gocd, and
they came to the war entirely fresh.
But however near the zenith of her last
effort in the air, Germany may have
been, none can deny that the Fokker
Biplane was a distinct contribution to
the development ot fighting planes, not
to say an important factor in the mili-
tary situation.

NOTE—The ideas éxpressed here are
personal and are conclusions reached du-
ring five monlhs of war lying and en-
counlers wilh Fokker Biplanes.

—

Our Pilots Invite Huns to
Regular American Meal

Not the least important function of
the American planes in the war was the
distribulion of the leaflets coined by
the propaganda section of our forces.
So widespread was this scaltering of.
Truth among the enemy forees that one
prisoner in three from the Argonne was
iound to be carryinga pamphlet or card
picked up after “paper raids.”

Although this service was not adopted
until long after we entered the war—
and then only with the express stipula-
tion from the War Department hat
nothing should be given to tha Huns
except actual facts—there has peen
much evidence that the propaganda
program as carried out was eminently
suceessful. The German was altacked
at home, in the rest areas, but perhaps
more vitally than anywhere else, he
was attacked through his stomach.

On a card identical to the official
German field card, the Yank flyers
dropped an enticingly appetizing invi-
tation to an American meal, sendine
this reassuring message to the homg
folks in case of capture by Americans:

Do not worry about me. The war is
over for me. I have good food. The
American Army gives its prisoners the
same food as its own soldjeps: Beef,
white bread, potatoes, beans, prunes,
coffee, butter, tobacco, ete.”

So there were innumerable clamors

from the Boche as they were taken for
a real American meal,

Maybe M. Sopwilh Can Tell Us?

Is it because they are the future ships
of the desert thai they have called them

Camels?

e

LOOKING INTO THE
AVIATION FUTURE
This is No Ju—lé; Verne Pro-

phecy But One Based on
Recent Developments

Conlest Story No. 3
Avialion suggestis ereat ehanges ip
our world—the airplane used for com-

merce, {for {ravel, for education OF plea-
sure, and for exploralion.

The commerce of peoples has flowed
along well defined routes to Thal'kets,
from earliest times, usually along lines
of least resistance, influencéd by natural
conditions and the factor of safety, for
in the early davs of the world’s ¢om-
merce, ard also in our own Aay, free-
booters were a agreat factortobereckon-
ed with, and the means of 0vercoming
nature’'s obstacles were few.

After animal power had beenin vogue
for centuries, the railway came and
revolulionized travel, and the animal
power vehicle gave place largely to
steam irains. Townsalongstageroutes
and innumerable villagesceased to pros-
per by reason of the change, while rail
routes gave birth to other towns and
brought prosperily to communities

which are today monuments to the in- |

vigorating influence of the introduction
of the steam engine. |

The electric railway and the auto car
have since helped build thriving sub-
urban districts to older towns, and the
lines of motor slages have revived to
some extent many of the litlie sleepy
villages on the old slage roufes, while
cutting out some of the railroad profits.

Now we have the airplane with its
potentialities of future development.
In a few years it has developed from a
daring curiosity to the latestairmonster
carrying forty passengers, travelling at
highspeed inany direction, landing with
precision and safety. ;

In a commercial way the airplane
promis<s great things, and many of the
older trade routes are likely to be again
changed.

Advancement Caused by War
The war has brought the mastery of

the air to such an advaneed state in a
little over four years, thafTt is easy to

think that commereial demands will
perfect the airplane, and ‘the few ex-
amples following, of flights accomplish-
ed recenlly, serve to prove its stabitity:

Four U. S. Army planes flew from
San Diego, California,to Mineola, N. Y.
in 55 hours flying time.

Lieut. John E. Davis flew from Elling-
ten Field, Texas to Mount Clemons,
Michigan, seme 4,000 miles;in 64 hours
flying time.

Major-General W. G. H. Salmond and
Capt. Ross-Smith of the British Army,
flew a Handley Page machine from Cairo
to Calcutla, a distance of 3,950. miles,
via Damascus, Bagdad, Karachi and
Delhi—a direct route to India. The
machine had previously been flov.n from
England to Cairo by the same pilots,
and was used in lhe final operations
against the Turks in Palestine

On November 15th a Handley-Page
machine took up 40 passengers over

 London.

Future Air Routes

Inour own country, the many thriving
towns could be linked by lines of aero-
planes, with aerodromes at suilable
places, landing fields, meteo_rological
stations to record air condilions and
make reports that will be of easy access
by pilols, wireless and Decessary
equipment and aid stations. Junetion
stations for connecting linesand merch-
andise collecting stations for freight
will be necessary, but one enterprise
leads to many tributary thereto. How-
ever the right of way for.an aeroplane
does not have to be fenced in, no bands
of steel laid on prepared and costly
roadbeds—the air way is open. '

Already aerial lines are proposed be-
tween London and the Riviera, London
and South Africa (one via the Saharg

In America lines are proposed con-
necting New York, Boston, Chicago and
important cities of the Eastern Slates

Wesiern cities.

the attention of aviators in America and
Europe, and at present the most feasible

route, which has the shortest water %—

htance, is a flight

proposed to be ma
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Desert and one via the Nile Valley to |
Rhodesia). . = 1

with San Francisco, Portland, and the |

-
Modern Ships of the Desert ey
The Transatlantic flight is occupying |
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“First in France”

Slogan of 400th

“First in France” is the proud boast
of the 400th Aero Squadron, formerly
29th Provisional.

The Squadron was formed at Kelly
Field in May, 1917, and wasimmediately
ordered to prepare for service over-
Séas. ““Scrappy Robinson,” one of the
real old-timers in the Air Service, was
the first ““top™” and with a.minimum of
time and effort soon made a sqquadron
that was fit for any service that might
be demanded. Lieutenant Lawrence
Churchill was the first commanding
officer and it was with a sympathv for
the feelings of Lthe men coupled with a
thorough knowledge of the profession
of arms that endeared him to all.

Early in June, 1917, the squadron was
ordered to proceed to New York for
service. The squadron occupied a camp
at the foot of the Statue of Libertv for
2 few weeks and then embarked for
France. Incidentally the squadron had
the honor of heing the first army organ-
izalion to camp at Bedloe's Island.

Uneventful Voyage

After an uneventful voyage the squad-
ron was oflicially welcomed at Liver-
pool by the Lord Mavor and American
Consul and was then sent to South-
ampton. The British troops there did

1 all in their power to make the men com-

fortable which was highly appreciated.
Upon its arrival at Issoudun on the
last day of the month organization went

First American Aero Squadron to Arrive at Issoudun
Had Hard Sledding

gaged in hiding little rocks under verv
large ties and otherwise acting as “Pad-
dy on the railroad” besides unloading"
cars which had a nasty habit of arriving
about supper time.

As soon as sufficient material had ar-
rived at Issoudun the men were put to
work erecting warehouses and barracks
and even this early in history of the
camp, Issoudun mud was something to
brag about.

Early in September, 1917, the first
paper was siarted in the camp, appear-
Ing every day at noon under the name
of The Bugle, and survived until shortly
after the PLANE ‘NEWS was started.
I'ne Bugle provided a little amusement
for the troops and in fact for several
months was the only English reading
matter in camp.

Camp Visited by Storm

About this time the camp was visited
by a storm and the visitor next morning

might have seen various soldiers a la

September Morn busy recovering vari-
ous articles of attire. The officers of the
squadron at this time were Major Law-
rence Churchill in command, Caplain
Huntington, in charge o1 Construction,
Lieutenant Roland Richardson, assist-
ant construction officer; Lieutenant-
Quentin Roosevelt, in charge of trans-
poriation; Lieutenant Cord Meyers,
adjutant; and Lieutenant Seth Low.
Lieutenant Frank was first assistant

to the Caserne Chatereneau as guests of | construetion officer.

the French Government for a week, and

When the camp was started there

was afterwards quarlered at the college | were notools ofanykind on the ground,

in Issoudun for two more weeks.

Dur-|so that for a few days work did not pro-

ing this stay the squadron transporta- gress as rapidly ‘as could havé been
tion arrived with material for a tempor- | wished for. However, forty-eight han-

ary camp and also some army beans
which were appreciated for a few days.

The first camp made by the Air Ser-
vice was situated near the switch on the
Hula Hula & Snake Route railroad over
which now runs the Cognac Special, a
train nearly as famous as the Twentieth
Century Limited. During its stay at
this camp and for several weeks after
its arrival at the present site of the 3rd

gars, lwo American barracks, one hos-
pital, one Red Cross and Y. M. C. A.
building combined, one garage and five
storehouses were built in six weeks.
Besides this the squadron provided all
help on the railroad took care of all
motor ftransportation, besides doing
anyihing else required.

Upon the arrival of Motor Mechanics
the squadron was transferred to sceres

A. 1. C, the troops were actively en-|of other aclivities.

W

between London and New Foundland,
via Paris, Madrid, Lisbon, San Miguel
in the Azores to New Foundland. |

The fields for air-borne freights are
very numercous. The old camel caravan
routes of the East, over which the early
traders in the 12th, 13th and 14th Cen-
turies brought their Oriental luxurics,
rich fabrics, carpets, silks, precious
stones, diamonds, perfumes and pre-
cious mzetal ornaments, are likely en-
ough to be again traversed, but this
time high overhead, by the ships of the
air, not of the desert. :

In addition to the luxuries which are
so characteristic of the Orient, the East
abounds in minerals, copper, iron, gold
and other metals, coal and agricultural
products, all of which war wasted Eur-
ope needs. China and India instead of
being a long sea vovage distant from
the hubs of civilizaticn would by the
aeroplane route be a short trip.

At the very door of the United States
lies the South American Continent, rich
in everything that mankind needs; its
coffees, sugar, nitrates, asphall and
other products are open to the enter-
prising customer. The largest iron de-
posits in the world are in Brazil, the
Republic of Columbia has practically

the world's monopoly on emeralds, and-

excepling Russia produces the most plat-
inum. The aeroplane can be expected
to bring us into closer commercial re-
lations with these countries.
Exploration Possibilities
In exploration the aeroplane should

be invaluable and the Continents of

South ‘America, Australia, Africa and
most of Asialeave plenty of room for the
explorer to deive into their secrets. .

For the tourist the aeroplane means
much, it will bring within his easy reach
the lands and historical ‘places he has
read about, he can visit cities rich in
history—suchas Rome, Conslantinople,
Alexandria, Venice, Cairo; the river
Nile and the Pyramids; can even follow
the foolsteps of the Crusaders to the
Holy Land and visit Jorusalem, Dama-
scusand the places of Scriptural hisiory.
The factors of speed averaging 120 miles
per hour and upwards, the absence of
dust and heat, will all combine to make
travel pleasant.

The battle fields of the war will at-
tract many tourists and the aeroplane

will have the greatest of all opportuni-

ties to give them an actual birdseye
view of the very places where the fate
of civilization was decided, and where
its own self was transformed from a
fledgling to a full grown bird of prey.

When Next in Paris Visit

MacDOUGAL & CO.

1 s Rue Auber

(Opposite American Express)

American Military Tailors
Al Aviation Insignia in Stock
‘ Detachable Fur Collar
Trench Coats, etc.
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.7~ XNIGHTS OF GOLOTIBS
O HELP PROGGRE JoBS

Religicus Effiliations To Be For-
gotten When Boys Return

Home

Several of the men stationed at the
drd A.1.-C., have received blank forms
from the Knights of Columbus, which
organization has already opened a cam-
paign to have positions awaiting the
members oi the American Expeditionary
Forces when they return home. The
following is a typical excerpt from one
of the letters:

““The Indianapolis Assembly, No. 437
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus,
committee of twenty-five, will take
whalever action is necessary to place
the young men who are returning from
their patriotic service to our country in
a position where they can re-habilitate
themselves. We will esteer: it a great
privilege to assist, to the best of our
ability, in this deserving work, which
will not be confined to Knights of Colum-
bus or Catholics alone, but to all of the
young men in the service.

*‘In order that we may be enabled to
proceed intelligently, we request that
vou return to us in the enclosed en-
velope, a reply to the following ques-
tion.”

CONTEST WILL BE
DECIDED BY READERS

Yes, we have given it up. No, not
the contest but the question of selecting
the respective winners of the prizes.
Out of the number of articles and stories
submitied it has been impossible forus
to select the winners. As we have
etarted the policy of taking you into
our confdence we are going to put it up
to you to designate what you consider
the best. k

We will give you two weeks to think
it ever, In our next issue we are going
to puklish one or two stories more,
which space did not permit this week..

Tell us what you_think of the fellow
ing:- '

Contest story No. 1-‘“On Alert Duty
in the Argonne 25 Minutcs on Patrol.”
(1ssue Jan. 11th)

No. 2 - Resuits are the things that
Couni.

No. 3 - Looking into the Aviation
Future. .

No.4-The Airplanes were much
betler than the pilots.

No. 6 - Importance of the functicning
ef Third A. 1. C. Training Depl.

“The Issoudun Players”

The aitention of all is drawn to the
advertisement on this page announcing
a most generous offer of the services of
“The Issoudun Players” who have been
insirumental in helping to maintain the
morale of this camp. However, in order
to broaden the scope and spread sun-
shine, the show will be sent to Base
Hospitals, Red Cross, Y. M. C. A. and
K. of C. huts by making arrangements
with Licutenant Flaherty.

A big hit was made last week at Base
Hospiial No. 13, three performances
being given to over two thousand pati-
ents and guests.

Plenty of variety is injected with Gar-
ret, the hypnotist, Luke Annella, the
singing Charlie Chaplin with his Cabaret
Trio, Tommy Mann and Ray Baccus
with their rapid rifle shooting tricks,
and Hughie Wallace with his funny
Hebrew dialect songsand stories. With
a few additions they are ready to tour
the front and show their wares to all
branches of the service.

CATHOLIC DEVOTIONS

Confessions Saturdays at the chapel 4 to 6 and
= to 9:30 p. . Mass and sermon Sundays 7:30 and
11 a..m. Doctrinai Instruction and Benediction
Sundays 8 p. m.

Y. M. C. A. SERVICES

Morning services, 11:00a. m..at all fields. Special
speakers. Evening services, 7:30 p. m,, at al! fielcs
Song services and speaking.

Rates: 1 franc per line, 8 words to line

L OST—Between barrack 6 and Post H'dquarters
Tan leather pocketbook, containing money and pay
check of Lieut. Samuel R. Williams. 200 francs
reward for return to Headquarters Detachmeut.

M
Geing to Town? Then stop at the

L.iberty Shop
12 rue Porte Neuve
there yvou will find pretty SOUVENIRS,
military supplies, good LUNCHES
anc people who speak American
ready to do their utmost

PLANE NEWS, JANUABY 35, (949
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HISTORY MADE AT ISSOUDUN
DURING ANCIENT, AS WELL
AS IN MODERN TIMES

By Pvi. Clinton P. Wyalil

Back of the crimson battle line,
in the S. O. S., lies the quaint little town
of Issoudun. Situated in the spacious
plains.of the Oasis of Berry, whose roll-
ing fields are only broken by pictur-
esque patches of forests, it was designed
by nature to become the seat of the
world’s grealest aviation instruction
center.

This town, of which pleasant memories will lin-
ger in the minds of thousands of soldiers of Uncle
Sam’'s Air Service; is one of the most ahcient of
the French cities. Issoudun existed as a flourishing
town long before the rays of history shed any
light on the life of the people of Gaul. S

Written records began with the Roman Conquiest.
They are found in the works of Julius C2sar. Dur-
ing the Roman Conquest Casar visited this town
and paid the natives = glowing tribute for the ex-
cellency of their wine ““De Champo Forti.” Champ
Fort was one of the best wine producing sectors
in the Province of Berry. But Casar did not let
this progressive people go unharmed. He wanted
the rich land of the Qasis for his cwn subjects to
thrive upon. With this end in view he confiscated
the territory and put to death the greater part of
the natives. At Avarcium, now the neighboring
town of Bourges, out of its population of eighty
thousand only eight hundred escaped from the
hands of the Romans.

Before the coming of the Romans only monu-
mental remains are left to tell the story of the life
of ‘Issoudun.  Beneath the famous- tower, M.
Armand Pérénet has uncovered what is supposed
to be the remains of an ancient temple of Jjustice
where the Druids taught and worshipped. ~ From
their Duns and the worship of their Deity, Isis
Issoudun, must have gotten its name; “Isis-sous:
Dun,” (Isis over the Dun) which means that 1sis
was ever watchful over worshippers.

their civilization, thewr ideas of art.
and learning. To them Issoudun is

_ 10 please you. ‘
R T R S S —

the Arch, the Place, the Theatre and the irregular.

When the Romans came they brought with them b
architecture | Thi
indebted for ! Ber

J o

ity of the narrow streets, one of which has "borne
the name of rue de Rome for more than two thou-
sang years.

The Romans built canals and enclosed the city
with a streng wail which has long been worn away
by the elements of time, That part of the town
situated along the rue de Rome is still called the
Roman Faubourg and the sturdy people of this
Faubourg, the Vingerons. are said to be descen-
dents of the Roman race.

With the ascemsion of Emperor Constantine
who had become a convert to Christianity the tem-
ples erezted to the ancient deities were torn down
and churches were erected in their stead. Mon-
astaries and convents were built. A new stimilus
was applied to the life of Issoudun. Farm pro-
ducts increased; commerce and manufacturing
flourished. The city seemed to be one of the most
progressive of the ancient towns of France.

This enlightened era lasted until the end of the
reign of Charles the Great, the victor of the Battle
of Tours, the city which now the seat of the’ Air
Service Headquarters. From then until the begin-
ning of the reign of Charles the Eighth, Issoudun,
| like the old French cities, suffered a seriousdecline.
| The rise and fall of Feudalism; the terrible fam-
ines of ths eleventh cemtury; the' conquest and
occupation of the kings of England, had their de-
grading influences. It was during the English
conquest that Richard the Lion-Heart erected the
“Tour Blanche” as a bulwark against invading
forces. During this century he, with his fighting
Vingerons, drove off the invading forces of his
father, haying defeated them on the Fields of
Charost, just outside the city. |

M the commencement of the fourteenth century,
Issoudun had 2 population of more than seventeen
thousand. puring this and up to the close of the
seventeenth century they were again visited with a
new era of good fortune. At this time her woolen
mills provided the greater part of Europe v;nt'!:
products, including “Gants de Chevreautin™
Charles the Seventh lived in his palace hf:re, and
kept his retinue. The palace was destroyed near
the end of the eighteenth century. .

' In 183, while France wes tryng to recover from
the French, Revolution, whose ravages Issoudun
€scapeq, Charles the Tenth ascended the throne of
Francs. The ambituous Charles desirous of
Strengthening his power threatened to recstablish
cainstimtions the peo_ple had abolished.
. ¢+ +borhwith the assasinatioa of the Duke of
¥ so agitated the burly Vingerons that they
in rebellion. They refused admigsion 1o the

wlénc

the mopasti

"The Arch of Issoudug. a Center of Historical Interest

King's troops that were sent to put down the re-
volt. Issoudun was burned to the ground to-
gether with the archives and valuable records.
Finaily the Vingerons were scattered and they
sought refuge in caves. They were finally subdued
but the influence of the Revolution of 1830 resulted
in the permanent establishment of the “Libertie,
Fraternitie and Egalitic” that France so dearly
loves.

Since that time Issoudun has never again re-
gained her ancient prestige. When she was re-
built she took on the aspect of the present day, a
quaint, sequestered retreat for those who enjoy
the sweet,. simple things of life in preference to
luxury of the larger city.

It was the broad ficlds of the Oasis that offered
an attractive route to the pioneers of American
Aviation who came in search of an Instruction
center. Since their coming Issoudun has listened
to the mysterious hum of the airplane motors that
daily hastened the student pilot to a stage of per-
fection which enabled him to conquer the Fokkers
over the line of battle.

The homeé of Balzac which is in a fine state ‘of
preservation is one of the show places of the
town. In his works one can locate from his des-
criptions the scenes which he describes, his book
“Le Menage d¢#un Garcon” being a perfect word
picture of Issoudun localism.

Appreciate S. 0. S. Work

“Commanding General, S. O. S.

“NO. 300, G. S. The 1st Army. A. E. F., desires
to convey its full appreciation for the great assist-
ance afforded by the officers and soldiers of the
§. O. S. during its recent battles. The battles of
the Argonne and the Meuse were hard and con-
tinuous for nearly two months. During this period
you never failed us. Food, ammunition, clothing,

medical attendance and other supplies were al- |

ways at hand. Qur confidence in your efforts was
repaid. The 1st Army A. E. F. congratulates the
S. 0. S. on its share in the great American suc-
cess. Without your energy and push back of us
our efforts could not have succeeded. Share with
us the glory of our deeds. LIGGETT.”

“Ljeut.-Gen. Liggett,

“Commanding First Army. \

“CG-109. Your telegram received and touches
our hearts with its generosity. I am publishing it
to the S. O. S. and thank you in their name. The
work of your Army has won for it imiperishable
renown and we are proud te have contributed to
vour spleadid success. HARBORD.”

Resumé of Work of
Various Departments
of Third A. L C.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10)

position to know. A man of intense
patriotism, deep learning, humor and
piety, he has been well chosen for the
work that he 1s doing sc well.

The Y. M.C. A.

The Y. M. C. A. has two huts where
they cater to the welfare of the men in
camp with games, entertainments, such
as concerts, moving pictures, lectures,
etc. There is usually something doing
every night, and a canteen is run at
which is sold all kinds ef little things,
such as tobacco, candy, soap, matches,
| chocolale and many other things which
add to the comforts of life,

Visiling entertainers from other cen-
ters are already arranged for and it is
promised lhat some good professional
talent is coming this way.

Religious services and classes are also
held every Sunday and on some week
L days.

The Post Office

The posloffice has all along been a
very busy institution, wiih such a large
campand its outlying fields, the amount
of mail coming through is enormous.
In holiday scasons this 1s doubled ahad
| wilh the troops eoming and going the, °
| amount of extra work entailed on the
postoffice force is considerable.

We can all say that the postoffice of
this post has been handled as efficiently
as in any town we know of the size of
this. Money orders and registered mail
facilities are there. The mail has been
regular as far as this office was con-
cerned, and the only time that mail was
not disiribuled was when it did neot
come lo the postoffice at all.

| ~  Photographic Department

The Photographic Department has its J
own usefulness in no small degree. Al
| cases of accident to.airplanes have to
be photographed being used for offi-
cial purposes, inquiry, etc., while pic-
tures showing development in con- _
struction, effect of wear and tear or 3
storms, etc., for offical reports, need to
be made for photographic record. In
the compilation of the history of the
post alarge amount of photographic
work had to be done, and also official
pictures of pilots for identification pur-
poses have to be made. This depart-
ment has certainly had its share in the
post’s history.

Personnel Department |

This department has taken care of
alland every person coming to this
post, attending to details of travel
orders, and as soon as a soldier gets
here his name gets into the Personel
officer's books and when he leaves he
is checked off. With so many officers
and enlisted men coming and going the
past year this office has had some
strenuous days. 1

A record is kept of what every man
is engaged in and where he is on duty,
and what he is best fitted for, so that
when demand is made for any special
kind of duty men the Personnel Depart-
ment can tell at once from their books

where the right kind of men is to be
found.

Last, But Not Least, the Plane News
We do not like to speak about our-
selves, but as this paper is given wide-

spread circulation, the folks back home *~ |
wonder how it is done. |

The printing plant of two presses
one used for job work of the post, is
housed in a separate building with an
active force who set the type by hand
and print two sheets at a time, therefore
1L 1s necessary to run the paper through
the press three times for each regular
edition of six pages. All photos and
cartoons are furnished by the stzff and
the cuts are made in Paris.

PLANE NEWS hasbeanan important
factor in maintaining the morale of the

troops, nol only at this center, but
elsewhere.

¥ 1
W o e e .
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. For Sale or Exchange

One ﬁirst class vaudeville show entitled
* The Issoudun Players”

a 5-act two hour show with fifteer men;.
best reterences furnished; phone, write,
cable’ or telegraph at once for early
bookings; further information on re-
quest to 2nd Lieut. Jack Flaherty, Jr.,
-3rd A. L. C., Issoudun (Indre), France.
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