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Tilt BIRUCE S IN IIl{EIANI), 

(Cooludod fromw Vol. 6, pago 1367 

The last portioni of ouir memoir of the military adveitures of tlo Bruoes in Ireland lef lo royal 
brotlerqs in Carickfergus, after their rapi and ineffectual. inroad tlrougl tlo contre of tlho island; 

and found tlhir opponent, Roger Mortimer, the celebrated Eatrl of Mareh, at thc lhead of a strong 
English and nati-ve force, stationed in DuLblini, The King of Scots hdccl been foi'led (I'in his rush upon 
the Irish capital, by thlie sudden capture of hiis fhther-in-law, thloe Eatrl of Ulsteor, by the resolute 
citizens: but lie and hiis gallant brother were too compleltely muisters of the Nortl for MArtimor to 

venture on attackling them thiere. Still, theroe was nothing that could thn bc te be hieved worthy of 
the Lion of Scotland, who presenitly retired, lilko a hubffled kinig of boasts of prey, ba Lk to lil own 

half-desert kingdom. The flower of the EnglislIry of Uister wero 0ither slain, or had tied, or were 

prisoners, or perishing of hlungegr. Sonic few tiat remained rallied unlder the leadlinfg of thoe Ixlto 
ditary senesehal, Lord Savage; bl t were utterly routed nioax the "city of the bridge," (Coleraino,) 
and many more were Chased oat of the province.1 Rapine wad ravai-ge en 11 sides, and thil conse 

quent suspension of agzicultato dluring more than two yor , now aggrav ted the terrors of wer 
into their climax of absolute faini,. Numbers livillg in slavery mider Brce= st rved to death, 
after having been reduiced t-o the horrible extremity of doevouLr'ing human corpsOs.' rTheo s8ummer 
season of 1318 was remarkable for an extraordinary dearth willdch was felt throughout the British 
islands, lasting from April uintil autumn, and causing inluLme rable deaths.P In the o English Palo, 

wheat sold at thle oenorraous rate of 23s. a crouoo, containing foixu galons."1 Iirilal Clyn, tho Kil 
kcenny cironicler, wilo may himself havre seen the smuke of Roberlt Bruce's conflagrations wafted 
over the city of St. CGanice, dwells upon the extremity of familnlle wlieh 'in that yeatr stwNe,(pt off 

multitudes. 
Peace being somoewhlatt reostored in tlhe Pale, it was high timre for vengeance on Someo of io tihireaHon 

able Anglo-Irish. Viceroy Mottitner, inldigioii,tI; ti thLe Conduct of his lious vsls, theN :r Ll I, 

summonecl them before him; and, onl their tofui al to obey, sent. troolos into ti io comdr3 , whil 

wvas laid waste, many of their men were3 slltlinll, nld all th1ei "r natial and cog omomen" drzven into 
0 onnaught, excepting Sir Wailter Lacy, whAto is sfid to hIta-v efle-,d to 

Carrickfergus 
to sodk a"id- fom 
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Bruce. Johlin Lacy was taken, and prossed to deati in a dngeon in the citadel of Trim, by sentence 
of Mortimer. The traitorons assistance given by this family to the invaders was long unsuspected, 
having been concealed under specious acts of loyal service; for lords Hugh and Walter Lacy wore 
included in the-king's letter, dated 28th Atpril, 1317, of thanks to many of the Anglo-Irish nobility 
for their services against the Scots: but, on the 20th Wuly, the treason of the Lacys having been dis 
covered, they were proclaimed "1 sed:eteores et felones Domini Rogis, qnia vexillum tulerunt contra pa 
con Domini Regis Anglik:>" their persons welreproscribed, and their estates forfeited. A contemporary 
ceronicler states that they fled into Scotlnud; and it appears that four of this family, HuLigh, Walter, 

Robert, and Amory, Were in the raks of Edward Bruce's a-rmuy at the final battle, near Dtndalk. 

Taking in halnd againi Archdeacon Barbour's metrical history of RubeTt I, KRing of Scotland, let 
us read the close of his opisodiace narrative of the Bruccs' military enterplise in Ireland. Even in 
the rude archaic verses of the old poet the story reads like a romance. That the Scottish nation, 
althouglh exhausted by a long and saguinory contest with IEnglad, sent out considerable bands of 
their bravest defenders to attempt to wrest a great country from subjection to the English, an in 
vasion whlich was almost certain to renow hostilities against their own country, is one of the many 
historic proofs of tlhe adventurous intrepidity of their niational character. Our archxologie readers 
cannot but have been pleased with the few passages we havo extracted from the archdeacon's 
curious poem. This almost first bfuit of Scottish poetic genius conitains, indeed, many a germ of 
genuine poetry; andc altlhouigl the archdeacon, venerable in rank, was almost so in years at the 
time ho wrote, he doscribes battle-fields and various string incidents vith muLc spirit; and, 
besides giving numesrous traits of manners, is by no meians deficient in humour, nor in that which, 
truly, is more to be admired, heroic seltinient, and pathetic and devotional feeling. 

Our lioetic narrator, notwithstanding his previous reflections on the unstable allegiance of the 
tIrsche kings" to ' Schlyr Edward, that thair cing calit thai," declares that " he was now wefi 

set in gtad way to conquer tlie land h yly; for he had uipon his party the Irsehery and ullyster,' 
(meaning the revolted Englishry of the province,) and that he would have gained a kingdom had 

he been able to govern himself; buit thELt ho could not restrain his "I outrageous st quedry,'" (sur 
cuidane, or presumption.) Seeing that "S e&hyr Edward had all the rsehery at bidding," the 

monarch of Scotlnd, whose presence was requaired in his own realm, "buskit hame,"' leaving, 

however, the greater number of his hxdiest and most chivalrous m'en to support his brother 
his reason for leaving him to carry on the enterprise being apparently that, while the spirit of the 
younger brother was hopeful, p-rLdence govemed that of the heroic anid successfil king of Scots; 
who, being convinced, (as it has been judcliously remarked by the national historian of Ireland) 
of the hoplessness of attempting to build up a durable anona chy out of materials so inconruomus 
as the state of this counatry then aforded, was yet willing that his, more Kanglline brother should 

continue to prosecute a war which served to divert the forces of Enlglanid and Ireland from again 

attempting to suibvert lis own nemly raised throne. 
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The " King of Irland" remained inactive for some half a year, not venturing forth from the 

lIerth; until at last, "1 he that rest annoyit ay, and wuld in travail be alway"--" took hys way," 

despite good counsellors, "southwart too far." Yet in point of fact the invaders were compelld 
by the severity of the famine to make a descent into unwasted lands-an actuating motive beneath 
the dignity of history, but not unnoticed in the metric romance. The force which the bold leader 
could rely on was inconsiderable: 

For he had not then in tha laud 
Qf all men I trow, two thousand, 
Owtane" (except) "the kings of Irschery, 
That in gret routs raid him by, 
Towart Donda2k he tuk the way." 

Our poet's estimate of the muster that opposed this irruption may be contrasted with that of 
native annalists, and then pardoned as a superlative exaggeration, introduced for the purpose of 
making the scene close with befitting grandeur on the second hero of his poem. When the viceroy, 
he says, heard that the Scots again threatened the Pale, he assembled " of all Irland of armit men" 

to the number "of trappit horse 20,000," and an equal amount of pedestrian militants; and, with 

this splendid army, " held forth northward on his way." Even this formidable array did not daunt 

Edward Bruce, who audaciously exclaimed he would give battle were the foe six-fold more numerous! 

In-vain did Lords Stewart and Mowbray entreat him to wait until an expected reinforcement came 

up. The full tendre counsaill" of the Irish kings was equally disregarded. These chiefs briefly 
reminded him of the accustomed tactics of the Gael, whose flight, as of light horse, arel ers, and 

javelin-men, was more fornidable (as has also been said of the Parthians) than their attack; besides 

often drawing their pursuers into dangerous defiles: 
4 Our maner of this land 

Is to folow and fycht, and fycht fleand; 
And not to stand in plaue mellP 
Quhill theta part discomfyt be." 

Their imperious "k-ing" replied by telling them to draw their mpn aside and look on! Their 

remonstrances and assistance being thus despised, it is not surprising if these chieftains withdrew, 
and actually did stand aloof, as Barbour declares they did, with -their forces, which amounted to 

" 20,000 men." Magnifying all numbers, except those of his own brave countrymen, the bard 

proceeds to tell how Bruce set his men, " that war not fully twa thousand," in order of battle 

" stalwartly to stand against 49,000 and ma." The numbers that fought and fell in the action are 

variously stated. The Scottish force is estimated at 3,000 men in the ancient MS. Book of Howth, 
a compilation in which their numbers would not be underrated. The amount of the opposing 

array is not mentioned: but Marlebrugh gives it as only 1324; the force being in truth little 

more than a hasty muster of the armed men of the invaded northern Pale. Several curious and 

unpublished legendary particulars of the long-remembered battle that ensued are related in the 

above-mentioned old MS., and as they are credible enough, may be here given.* 

* From a transcript in MS Add- Brit. Mus. 4789. 
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"(At St. (Calestis is day, being on Saterday, their a batell was appointed betweene the Scotts 
and the Englishimen. of Ire-lanid, which Englishmen encamped themselves within two miles of the 
town of Du dalk. Unito the wh1ich battaille came owt of Scotland, Edward BrIuce, -and said that 
he was IKing of Ireland; and in his company lord Phlip Mowbray, lord Walter de S-ilis, lord 
Alan Steyward, with his tlhree brothers; lorcd Walter de Lacy, lord Hugh delacy, lords Robert and 
Amorey do Lacy, John Gerouidine, Walter White, ancd to the number of 3,000. At this tyme the 
coun,saille of the realne were of severall opinions who should have the cheftainess of the English; 
diverse mifortunies of battaille was repulted to diverse of the nobilitie, and a long time this was de 
bated; and at lenigth, Alekander Bignior, lord juistice, said as followeth: 'By reison of this infir 
mitic that of late bath talkeni mie, my ability serveth not in this worthie cniterlprize to take in hand; 
theirfor you shall understandl what I thinlk beA,- and what he is that I woild wishe to take uppon 
him this wortliie and serviceable service, whereuLppon the honnor of our Prince, and the duritie 
of this reahi c resteth uppon. Here is among otlhers, lord John Brerminghaiu, a man of great corage, 
stallwortlhines, practised aiid apte in warrs, wise, of a good condition, sober and cireLmspect, and 

will doo that may be done, anld that cannot be, he wi not; therefore I thinke him mecto to be 
oheftaine of thlis battaile; and tho my predecessors dicl not -well like of him, by reason of evil dis 
lhonest couinsaillors, more of malice then zeale of justice did informe and impute under my pre 
dcoessor Zuch inconveniciee that of him did insuie, or it were by reason that any predecessor could 
not so easily come by certaine of his desyred purposes, in ease the foresaid lord Jolhn Bremiagham 
had tlhe place or maisterie of his auneestors, by reso-n wvhereof the said lorld John 13rermigham was 
put by till now in my tynie. I thoulght Ikim as neete to be of this counsale as anie of his auncestors 
hath boone, and, as the report is, no mttn worethier in the realme without comparisoln, tho yt be 

odius to thlose that deootl malinge, this same as the;y did before this tyme past. And another great 
cause moveth me to haver the better liking in the said John lBremingham, that all the tyme of this 

malitius purpose and doinge, he w-as contoented as well to be absent as to be in presse among the 
hiest. Then he porswaded the nagistrates throwe his cuntenance, and alwaies he answered this 
his friend with fault found thereat; which in this manner, that he wvas most beholding and bound 

to suclh a lord that purelhast to him so muLch rest and quietnes, aad to make suit for my ancestor's 

place and moome I meano it not, for that belongs to other men's estate that alwaies is desirous to 
clame for strangnes w-here thley nor ther's never was. And for me, when that tyme do serve that I 
shall be in my present state, I shall not think yt strange that was to me of right, considering tlhe 
premises, and nmuch more which I think it this tyme tedious to trouble your lordships withall: 
therefore I do condiseen end thiinke yt good that he be head and governor of this worthie purpose.' 

Whlreunto all that theere was did agree and consent thereunto. 
"The Scots preparing to the battaile afore premised, and the daie appointed, the English host 

came to south Dundalk ad camped. 
"The daic before t e battaile, lord John Bremingham, the chieftain of the English battaile, was 
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desirous to see Bruce, the Scots captaine, and apparailed himself in a frier's weed, and came to 
Bruce, being on his knees at Masse, and his booke of devocion before him, and asked his almes. 

Bruce, being occupied with his book, did not make answere, nor did not hold upp his head; the 
other being desirous of his desired purpose, never gave over of craving; Bruce looked upp and said 

to those that stood by:-' Serve this sawse and importunat flier with somewhat, he doeth dis 

turbe me in my servis.'-cAnd ever so dooth I meane, unlesse I have my desired purpose:' 

and so departed. After Masse was done, said Bmce, ' I pray you, sirs, where is this bold flier 

that hath thus disturbed me, for I swere to you since I saw his face my hart was not in quiet.' 

This flier was sought for, and could not be found. '{No?' said Bruce, 'cannot he be had? my 

hart telleth me that this frier is Bremingham. Well!' said Bruce, ' we shall meete ere; whereas 

he shall receive a bitter rewarde; but it was ovell done to suffer him to depart, for then wee easily 

should winne that which great travail is doubtfull to get.' 
" When the battaille was set and redie on both sides to have fought, lord John Bremingham said 

these words:-' My followers and frendes, you shall understand this; ia this hope of battaile it is 

necessarie to be remembered, forst the cause of the battaile, which on our side is right for us to de 

fend our countreye, for so sayth the Bibill we may; the second is wee are fresh and lustie souldiers, 

not weried in the warre withe travaile and pesterus spoils, covetinge nothing but to mayenten that 

that is our land, goods, anudfrends, not desirous of no man's else; wee are to serve a worthie prince 

our king and maister, which if wee do well,not this former take only to keep and win, but wee 

shall receive such reward that all our frends shall rejoice the rest. Nowe, valiant stomacks! set 
forward in the name of God and our King!' 

"All the while that the battaile was a fighting lord Bremingham was riding from one company 
to another comforting them, and helping those that were in necessitie, with a chosen company of 

men that was about him in that fight. Wone lord Alanus Steward did the like as John Breming 

ham did, which Breminghan saw, and mett both together and fought terrably; and at length he 

slewe the Scots lord, and then the Scots fled. Against whom Englishmen came, the said lord Bre 

mingham, that was chosen captain in the field, lord Richard Tute, lord Myles Verdon, Hue Tre 

pentoun, lord Herbert de Sutton, lord John Cusake, lords Edmond and William Bremingham, and 

the prymat of Ardmagh, which did absolve them all, lord Walter do la Pull, and to the number of 

xx armed and chosen out of Drogheda, with whom came John Mapas, manfullie did kill the said 

Bruce veoie honorable, whose bodie was found deade lieing upon the bodie of Bruca. The Scots 

were slain to the nomber of 1230, and very fewe of them did escape. This battaile was fought 

betweene Dondalk and Faghard, and the said lord Bremingbamr tooke Edward Bruce is head uato 

ye King of England, for the which he was promised the orldome of Louth, and had the baronie of 

Atri-Doi given to him and to his heirs. And the said Edward, his armes, quarters, and hart was 

sent to Dublin, and other muen's quarters sent to other places." 

In the persuasion that the fall of King Edward Bruce would decide the fate of the day, and ter 
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minate Ilis ambitious invaLsionl, the Anglo-Irish loader, Sir John Bermingham, determined, as we 
lhave seen, to single him out in the forthcoming eizoxe, in the hope of ending a long andl destructive 

war by the mighit of his owvn arm; and, as the person of Bruco was unknown to him, on coming 
up to the Scottish iorces, he instantly risked his life to see their leacler, so as to be able to recognise 
him in the field either by his features or by his armour. Disguising himself as a friar, the resolute 
champion passed into the enemy's camp, and, finding Bruce on his knees, bencig devoutly over 
lis mass-book, by repeatedlly craving alms made hima look up. Bruce ordered his attendants to re 
lieve tlhe importunate monk. Blit the beut ancd stern regard of the visitor had "d isquieted the 

lecart" of Bruce; and, as soon as Mass was over, he caused search to be made for him, but in vein. 
This romnantic anecdote is somewhat borne out by a passage in the poetic narrative, showing that 
Brace was aware he was marked out for death in the coming fray; for 

"Schyr Edlnuard that (ly woeld not tu 

If-ys cot armour: bot Gib I-Harper 
* * * * hadeon that day 

All hae Schyr Bduuarrd's amay." 

To cnsuire his safety farther, Lord Alan Steowrt aeted as general of the field. After a hard con 

test tho Anglo-Irish Kiight, apparently believing thlat t-his prominent commander was the veritable 

"Richard," pressed forward to encouLnter him, and, in a combat in which both " fought terrably," 
at length, slew the Scottislh lord, on whlose fttll his countrymen tuLirnecl and fled. According" to the 

lHowth clronicle, their loss, few escaping, was 1,230 men. Walsinghalm's statement is 26 knights 
bannoerts, and 5,800 men; a nuaber increased by Mfarlburgh to 8,274. There is no account of 

the loss on th,e sido of the victors. So few of the Anglo-Ilish chivalry were present, that the day 
was declrued to have been gained, as at Crecy and Poitiers, by the gallantry of the yeomanry alone, 
or, in ith wIvords of an an-icntrecord, "by the hands of the common people," to whvlic isreverentially 
subjoined "o f doxtramn Del !" This decisive action was fought on Sunday morning, the 14th Oc 

tober, 1318. Accordinig to Barbour, tlhe Aniglo-Irish forces made a rapid charge upon thC'Scots, 
of whlom the most valiant, the flowver of the little bandl, tht stood firm, were quickly lewn clown, 

and the romunand flced till the Iriselhe to succoumr.". Of slain, le only mentions Bruce, Stewat,. 

and Soulis. Penibridge muentions that itugh. and Walter Lacy wereslain :but it is certain that 

they eseapod, and that the f9, er was afterwards pardoned.e The ancient annals of Ross state that 
the battle was won by John Berminghamr, " et alios iliis patrise." Davy's says in is Disooveie, 
that "Bermiugham, Verdon, Tarpilton, and some other private gentlemen, rose out with the com 

mons of Moth d Uriell and at Pagher, a fatall place to the enemies of the crowne`of Englmd,t 
overt-hrew a potent army" of invaders. 'VEt sic," (lie continues, qioting from the Rele Book of the 

? Grace. 
fTho 

" 
Faughard" is an artificial mound, raised to the 

height of sixty feet,?Wright's LoutMamu Sir John 
Davys alludes to the* circumstance that. Hugh O'Neill? 

Earl of Tyrone, had been overthrown in a decisive battle 
at this place, which, being on the frontier of Ulster, and 
at the gorge of the difficult passage into the North, was 
the scene of frequent engagements. 



Exchequer,) "per Manus comIanLuis pop11di, et dextram Doi, deliberatur poplus Dei & servitute 

machinata et prxceogittita." 
The fall of Edward Ba ace in this ba1ttle, on which so mul ch depended, is, historically ascribed to 

the devoted bravery of " Sir Jolhn. Mapas," who, however, was only atn hul1mbleJ bllt vatfliant yreo 

xman, and of vhom- i there is a legend that hio linel entered the Scottish ctamp in tlhe guiise of at jn ggler, 

probably fromn the sameo motivo thlat influoenced Sir John Ileroningham. 3Bruioe wasH evidlently 
aware of an intentioe toy single him out in fight, and lhad thoreforo used the, pl)reeaution of not 

weaxing his own armour the "w hliolo array" of whieh, as we hiave sen, tas statedI by the poet, was 
lonned by hiis trusty henehman, Gilbert Harper. Our autlhority goes onl to say 

After the battle was o'er, 
They" (the victors) 'sounet Schiyr duunard, to get hys lheld, 

Arnang thle fol that tiaar was leid, 

And f atlo Gib ITarpor in lhys ger," (gealr) 

TlhrLi strak hys lid of, aMd sync it 

Tlhai haf gert salt into a Mist; 
And sent it intill Iingland, 

91ill the Ring Bdanard in presaiid, 
Jolene Maupas till tllo Ring had it; 

And he resavit it in daynt6: 

Ryclit blyth off that present was he." 

BTht this assertion, that the Englishiry toolc the henchman's head for his master's, is, doubtless, falseo 
Both Mhapas and Berminglham seem to have entered the onemny's camp for the purpose of sa ung the 
man whose fal wotuld end tho war, in order to be able to identify him in battle; and, besides these 

precautions, tlhe iatures of a ma so eminent and remarkable raust have ben weltl known. 

It is noticeable itht thle poet speaks of Jolh Maupas as hatving canoed off thXe Lslain mn'sK h1ead 
in trilumph; becaiuse it provos thero was a Scottisl tradition tlt thiis individutil was thoe ati al 

sltyer, agreeing with anl Irish legoeids. Our own historiani, Moore, thus describes the Ctutius 
like cleed : 

' Under tlhe persllasion that the deati of Bruce lhimself would give victory at onco to the Banglish, John Maupas, 
e- brave Anglo-Irish kniglht, rushed i levotedly into the enemy's ranks, to accomplish tlht object; and when, after 

the battle, the hody of Bruce wras discovered, that of John Maupas was foand lying stroted across it." 

An Anglo-Gaelie chronielcr, Thady Dorwling, ma ra the romntelio of tho event by hlis rlcceoult; 
he call the chivalrous hero "1 Mappas,' and says he wats a butcher, who was oneo of ti e party that 

manhed up from Dublin; ading "1 M'lappas, a jugler, knooked him" (Bnuco) " with two buillots in 
a hagg, ean kiRed him," for whicl service Edwax d IL. 0onoceld fotur pal8es of land on him ad 
his hieirs. We disbelieve the vulgar legend that Mapas was eiter a buthelo or a jugglT. A simlr 
story makes liussey, b 'on of Galtim, who distingu:ished himsel at Atlhemy, a butclihr also. Ac 
cording to the Book of T/wtA, a superior authority, " ohn Mapaa" was one of th o11 g ogheia on 

ttingeat. There ea heX little outbt t at the ancient Anglo-Irish familly of " A1ope," of Mop 
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rath," in t;he shire of MIeath, was deseended from this distinguished slayer of Edward Bruce. The 
leiress of Toln Mrapas, Esq., of Roehestown, county Dublin, 'ras manied to the Late Richard 

Wogan Talbot, IEsq., of Malahide. 
Somnethreads of antiqaariam in?formation respecting tllis immportant battle maynow be spun together. 

E3dward BruLce, wrho was as rash as he was brave, is declared to have given battle against all ad 

vice, whether of native allies, or of his best officers. 5He was slayne by his own wilfulness, that 
wold not tary for his fuil company, that were almost at hand."; The annals of Clonmacnois, com 
piled by Gaelic writers, give, remarkably enough, the real feelings of the Irish people with re 
spect to this eent - 

"Edward Bruise, a destroyer of aI Irelalnd in generall, both English and Irish, was killed by thle 
Eniglish in battle, by thoeir valoLr at Dundalk, th1e 14thl of October, 1318, together with MdLacowrie, 
hzing of the Islands, and MIaceDonnel, prince of the Irish" (Gaels) " of Scotland, with many other 
Scottishimen. Edw,ard Bruise seein the enmies encamped before his Lace, anlfearing hisbrother, 

Robert Bruise, king of Scotland, (that came to tlis kingdom for his assistance,) would acquire and 
gett the gloric of that vietoric, which he macle himself believe he woild gctt, of the Anglo-Irish, 
wlhich he was sure he was ab'e to overtlhrow, withlout the assist-ance of hlis said brofher, he rashly 
gave t:hem the assault, and was therein slain himselft as is declared, to the great joye and comfort 
of the wlhole kingdome in generall, for there was not a better dIeed that redo-unded more to the good 
of tlhe kingdom since tlhe creation of the world, and since the banishment of the Fine Fomores out 
of this land clone in Ireland, than the killing of Edciard Brnise; for there rcigaed scarcrty of vie 
tuals, breach of promises, ill performances of covenants, and the loss of mien and women thro'ont 
the wvhole kin0dom for the space of three years and a-hIf t-Lat ho bore way, insomueh that men 

did commonly eat one another for want of sustenance during his time." 

Manifestly, the Gaol of Irelainl had been by no mcans genorahly ready to succumb to and serve 
the seeptre-sword of tlhe Suottish adventurer. x'riar Clyn, indeed, 10 lived conterrporaeously, 

wrftes, that durinig the wlhole time the Soct;s were in IrlO,and, they were adhered to by almost aU 
the Irish of the land, adding ";paucis salde fideln t fidelitatem servantibus." The maim object of 
the roya brothers, in their cireuitous march thirough the island, raust have been to invite the co 

operationl of the native chieft ais ; atnd, perhaps, the military Ci rcuit made by Ithe King of Irland" 
was in imitation of the and t practic, customary with Milesian monarchs, of making a II 

progress" 

through their dommiions to receive the homage of previncils, Archdeacon Barbox, however, de 
clares thtt of all the Irish lkigs that did homage to their new sovereign, he did not get buat " ane or 
twa bargayns among them. 

'The ensuiing fr;agme:t, entitled "Robert Bruce's a.dvice to the Irish," is entered in the MS. 
volume of collections made by the chronicler Ranmer; but seemas rather to be a prose version of tha 

- s Lodge's Collections, II, 547, 

TOL, I. I 
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rhythmical military counsel bequeathed by the King of Scots to his subjects, called "I Good King 

Robert's Testament." The system of strategy recommended is so sound and characteristic that we 
append a transcript of the document: 

" Robert Bruce advised them never to appoint any set battle with the English, nor to jeopard 

the realme upon the chance of one field; but rather resist and kepe them off from the en 

dangering of their country, by often sk mhing and cutting them off, at straights and places of ad 

vantage, to the intent that if the Scotts were discumfeyted they might yet have some power reserved 
to make new resistance. Again, he forbad them in any wise to make peace, unless for their own 

turn; for naturally men were dul and slothfull by long rest; so that after long peace, through 

lack of use of arms, men are not able to sustain any great paynes or travail; and therefore he would 

have the peace but for three or four years at the most."h 

After the defeat of Dundalk, the residue of the Scots fled back to the North, and were actually 

met by the troops which the King of Scotland had sent over to reinforce his brother. The whole 

party were frequently assailed, in their flight to Carrickfergus, by bodies of the " Irschery" that had 

hitherto been either neuter or hostile; yet the Scots, by keeping together, fighting some opponents, 
and fending off others by gifts of arms and armour, at length reached the sea-port, and sailed away. 

Edmond Spenser says that Lord Bermingham followed up his victory so hotly- that the Scots hardly 
took breath, or could gather together, until they reached the sea-coast; and declares that in all the 

way of their return, they, " for very rancour and despight," utterly consumed and wasted what 

ever they had before left undestroyed; so that in all towns, castles, forts, bridges, and habitations, 

they left not a stick standing, nor any inhabitants, for the few which survived fled from their fury 

into the Pale. ' Thus was all that goodly country wasted,"-says Spenser; and he then breaks 

into his beautiful apostrophe in praise of the beauty, richness, and advantages that nature had 

lavished on UJlster. 
Let us now consider the effects of this famous invasion in the fourteenth century. One of the 

first was to elevate the power of those native dynasties of the' O'Neills, to reduce which, in Elika 

beth's reign, required all the available force in Ireland, backed by frequent armaments from Eng 

land. Immediately after the battle near Dundalk, the clan of " Yellow-Hugh" joined the English 

in expelling O'Neill-more, (the patriotic and bra-ve chieftain, Donnell) from his territory. He, how 

ever, soon reassumed his petty kingship, and transmitted the principality to a long line of succeed 

ing chieftains, who grew every generation more capable of defending their country against the 

Saxon. Certainly, the O'Neills of Tyrone presented, in that determined defence duxing three cen 

uries, no ignoble spectacle. And, when the religious sympathies of the Continent were aroused and 

exerted in their favour, the contest for 'Ulster assumed European importance. Some idea of the 

aeadly nature of this great feud, and of the mortal antipathy that raged in the breasts of Triishmen 
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towards the TEnglish, may be obtained from the indignant letter addressed by Donnell O'Neill and 
hlis brother chieftains to the Roma-n Pontiff. The historian Thierry gives it entire; let us read the 
concluIding;, passage, the ultirnataun of the Irish Gael in their passionate address. Having expatiated 
upon the heavy wrongs they lbed sustained from the invaders, they declare their inveterate hatred, 
anLd (leep resolution of re-venge : 

"ThLese grievances, added to the difference of language and of manners which exists between 
tleLm and us1, detl-ocy eveory hope of ou ever enjoying peace or truee in this world; so great on their 
side is the desi&e to rile, so great on ouirs the legitimate and natural desire to throw off an insup 
portable servittude, and to recover the inheritance of our ancestors. % * Without regret or re 
morse, so long as we oshall live, we shall fight in delfence of our rights; ceasing only to combat and 
injure thiemi wheIn tlhey tlemselves, thlrough waut of poower, shall cease to do us evil, or whea the 

Supreme Judge shall take vengeance oin their crinmes, which we frmly hope will happen sooner or 
later. Until then, WC wilt for tle recovery of that independence which is our natural right make 

war upon thmcm to the death, constrained as we are, thereto by necessity, and preferring to confront 
the peril as brave men rathor thia to Ian0uish amidst insult and outrage." 

Comm-entinig on this remnvkable document, Thierry finds its spirit guiding the subsequent 

struoggles of the Irish, ancd concludes his rem2rks in these words :-" This indominable pertinacity, 
tiis faculty of preserving, throuLighi centuries of misery the remembrance of their lost liberty, and 

of never despairing of a cause always defeated, always fatal to those wh1o have dared to defend it, 
is perhaps th-e strongest and the noblest example e0ver given by any nation." 

Tle3 desoliation of Eastern Ulster, consequ1ent on threce years' ravage and famime, permitted the 
Gaelic eclans to reconquier tlih country; and, by changing the rem ant of the Teutonic families, de 
scendedacl from, te first conq(eror-eolonists, into suibordinate septs, effected a revolution from English 
to Irish rulle, which lasted for three centuries. After the fall of the great feudal Earl of Ulster, his 

barons assumed an almost comPletO ilndependence. Remote from the seat of governnent and from 
Englend, and siupported by the ilebridean Scots, tlhe revolted lords assumed the port and habits of the 
Irish chieftains, andl set the Crown at doance. Similax results were produced, throughout the 

entire kingdom, by this shatteorin invasion. Those magnate peers who had recently led their 

ravaging legions into Scotland, were almost 1uined; ancl, the native chiefs having been inspired to 
assert indepen1dence, not only were multitudes of the Gaol detached from under the bauners of the 

Anglo-Irish lords, bit became such formidablo enemies that those flags never floated again over 

Scottish soil. On the whole, this raid into Ireland by the Braces has certainly the appearance of a 

daring exploit of romance, ratier than of an act of sound poliey; but, if we may beleve that its 
effects were foreseen by the meonaoe who directedand led it, they amply prove his sagacity. 
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IT may be interesting to many of our readers to know 
that several branches of a family, lineally descended from 
that of King Robert Bruce, still exist in the North of Ire 
land. 

King Robert Bruce was succeeded by his son David, who 
left no family. On his death, Sir Robert de Bruce, knight, 
succeeded as heir-male of the Bruces. Hlis son Edward 

was the aneestor of the Rev. Robert Bruce, who crowned 
the Queen of James VI. of Scotland. Some curious letters 
to him from King James and Chancellor Maitland are 

printed in the Traesactioss of ths Royal Irish Academy, 
communicated by the late Rev. W. Bruce, D.D., from ori 
ginals in his possession and accompanied with a memoir 
on King James. His son, the Rev. Michael Bruce, was 
the next of the family that was connected with Ireland. 

He was settled in Killinchy, county of Down, in 1651, 
from which he was ejected in the reign of Charles II. aud 
afterwards imprisoned in Scotland for preaehing without 
license, and for this offence was banished to Tangiers. In 
process of carrying this sentence into execution he was 
transmitted to the Gatehouse, at Westminster. While 
here he had a petition presented ta the King, by his wife, 
in 1668; and, at the intercession of one of Charles's mis 
tresses, who was attracted to the prison by the fame of his 
preaching, he was allowed to choose the place of his exile, 
when he named the " wild woods of Killinchy," his former 
parish. A copy of his petition is "liven in the original, in 
the papers refered to. His son James was minister of 

Killileagh, county Down, and his son Michael was min 
ister of Holywood, in the same county. He was one of 
the founders of the Antrim Presbytery, and there have 
been seven Presbyterian ministers in lineal succession, 
from the Rev. Robert Bruce, in King James's time, to the 
present day. The Rev. Patrick Bruce, younger brother of 

Michael, of Holywood, was graadfather to Sir Henry 
Harvey Aston Bruce, of Downhill, county Derry. There 
was another brother, William, who had a principal hand 
in establishing the fund for the widows of Presbyterian 

ministers; was an itimate friend of Abernethy, Duchat, 

Mr. Stewart, the ancestor of the Lonidonderry family, and 
others; and was held inl high estimation for his publio 
spirit and moral worth-of whom an interesting notice 

was written by the late Dr. Hincks, and printed, but not 
published. The Rev. William Bruce of Belfast is the pre 
sent representative of the family. 

We subjoin the 
GENEALOGY OF KiONG ROBERT BRucm-1. He was son 

of Robert de Bruce, Lord of Annandale, and Earl of Car 
rick, byrghtof iois wife, Margaret, daughter of Earl of 
Carrick; 2. son of Robert de Brus, Lord of Annandale, 
and eompetitor for the Crown of Scotland, and Isabel, his 

wife, daughter of Earl of Gloucester; 3. son of Robert de 
Brus, Lord of Annandale, and Isabel, dr. of David Earl of 
lunttinodon, and niece of Wiliam King of Scotland; 4. 

son of William de Bros, who sat in the parliament of Ring 
John; 6. son of Robert de Bruce, and Isabel, daughter of 

Williamn the Lion, King of Scotland; 6. son of Robert de 
Bruce, Lord of Annandale, by right of his wife Agnes, 
daughter and heiress of De &nnan, Lord of Annandale; 
7. son of Robert de Bruce, Lord of Skelton, and Agnes, 
dau,hter of Fulk Pagnell, a great baron; S. son of Robert 
de lBrusee, or Brus, of Skelton castle, it Cleveland, a noble 

Norman knimht, and Agnes daughter of Waltheg, Earl of 
St. Clair; 9. son of Robert de Bruse, who built the castle 
of La Brused, in Normandy, and Emma, daughter of Earl of 
Bretagne; 10. son of R-tegnwald and Arlogia, daughter 
of Waldamar duke of Russia; 11. son of Brusee, Earl of 
Caithness, and Ostrida; 12. son of Sygurt, Earl of the 
Orkneys, and Alice daughter of Malcolmn II., King of Scot 
land; 13. son of Lother, Earl of the Orkners, and Alfrica 
daug,hter of the Prince of Argyle and Lora of the Isles; 
14. son of Torfin, Eairl of the Orkneys, and Shetland Isles, 
and Gailcota, daughter of the Earl of Caithness ; 15. son 
of Eynor, Barl of the Orkneys; 16. son of Regenwald, a 
Danish Earl; 17. son of Enslin; 18.son of Thebotaw, Duke 
of Sleswick and Stosmwlh, who was living in A.D. 721. 
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