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THE

ROMAN HISTORY.,

CITAP, XIIL §

From the Establishment of the Tirst
the Death of” Pompey,

T this period, the commonwealth might be
"\ siid to be composed of thiee different bo-
des, cach actuated by separatetintereste. The
trivmvirate aiming at sovereign authonty, were
desirous, by depressing the senate and cajoling
the people, to extend thewr ovn influence. The
senate, equally apprebensive of the three great
men who controlled them, and wf the people
who opposed them, formed a widdle inferest
between both s and being intent on re-establish-
ing the aristocracy which had heen set up hy
Sylla, their struggles were dignified with the
name of frecdom, The people on the other .
liund were anxieus for liberty, n the most exten-
sive sense, and, with a fatal blindness, only ap-
prehensive of the invasion of it from the side of
the cenate, gave all therr mfluence to the triume
virate, -whose promites were as wmagoiticent as’
their pretences were specious.
ROME—II. B Cossar’s
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Ceesar's first, ol‘jcct upon being takeh into the
triupvirale was to obtain the consulship. The
sorf® Irad still some small influence left; and

ough’t] TV were obliged to concur in choosing
him, yet thgy gave him for a colleaguc one of
thetr pgivans named Bibulus,. who, they sup-
posed,would be a check upon his power. But, the
opposition was too strong for even superior abi-
Tities jofFesist it; so that Bibulus, atter a slight
arteifpt in favour of the scnate, remained in-
active, the remainder of the year. Cwsar, how-
efér, was hy nomeans so; he began his schemes
gr, empire, by ingratiating himself with the
people; and accordingly he preferred a law for
dividing certain lands in Campania, among the

soor citizens who had at least three cluldren.
%ﬂsal was criminal only from the views
of the proposer. 'The senate, however, being
resolved to oppose him in all his scheines, éndea-
voured to thwart Lim in this, which only served
to exasperaic the people still more against them.
The multitude drove them by force from the
place of assembling: Cato aad Bibulus, who
were most active against the law, were compelled
to retire; and the rest of the senate took a lorced
oath to confirm the observance of it. During
this struggle, Pompey and Crassus becamne the
dupes of their associate: driving the law forward
with all their acivity and interest. 'T'he former
blicly declared, that, it any would come, as
'he was informed they would, with swords to
.oppose it, he would be the first to lift up his
shicldin its defence. By this conduct he lost all
-hisfgpmer influence in the senate, while Caesar
‘#lougmained all the popularity of a law, which
his own proposing. From that time he
) acted
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adted entirely without the assistance of his calX
league; so that in merrilnent it was called the
consulship of Julius ahd Casar; intimating that
all things were doue by his ole agency.

, Having thus ingratiated himgelt with the peo-
ple; his next step was, to procure the favour of
the knights. These had for mauy yedrs been
the financiers or farmers of the public revenue;
and by this means, huad acquired vast riches:
lowever, they now began to complain of their
inability to pay the stipulated sums into the tréa-
sury. Cuwsar procured a law to abate a third
part of their rents, notwithstanding the oppo-
sitign of the senate. In this manner, having ad-
vatced his influence among the lower orders
of the state, he determined to attach Pompey
still more closelysto him, by giving him I,
daughter Julia in marriage;—a woman endowed
with every accomplishment that could tend to
cement their confederacy, or endear the con-
Jugal chain,

Thus strengthcped at home, he next delibe-
rated with his confederates, ahout dividing the
foreign provinces of the empire among them.
—Pompey chose Spain for his part. Ieing sa-
tiated with military fame, he wished to enjoy his
plcasures at Rome; and he knew, that this pro-
vince could be easily governed sy a licutenant,
Crassus chose Syria for his part of the empire;
which province, as it had hitherto enriched the
generals who hadesubdued it, would, he hoped,
gratify him in his favourite object, the accu-
mulation of wealth. 'To Casgr were left the
provinces of Gaul; composed of many fierce
and powerful nations, most of them unsubdued,
and the rest only professing a nominal subjec-
' B tion,



4 ROME. 4

tion. ‘Wherefore this government was gr'anttd
for l.ive years; as if, by its continuance, 1o com-
pensate for itsdanger,  *

Having thus divided the empire, they pre-
pared for their respective destinations.  But pre-
viously to (‘msar’s sctting out, there was sull
an obs®cle to his aims, which he wished to
bhave removed. T'his was Tullius Cicero, who
continued a watchful guardian over the few
remaining libertics of Rowe. This great orator
and statesman, as well as excellent philosopher,
had, from a very huwnble original, raised him-
self to the foremost rank of the state, by his
wisdofn, and all the virtues that could adorn
a man. s worst and his ouly foible was va-
nity, which displayed itself in a desire of unit-
ing in *himsell’ incompatible qualities, which
sometimes gave an air of ridicule to his greatest
actions. Thus, while he was mdisputably the

rst orator in the state, he wias cager alvo to be
thought the best jester; while he taught men to
contemn vanity, he was seen earnestly intriguing
for the honour of a triumph,” which, however,
as a military man he had done nothing ta ment.
Though no man saw through the corruption of
the times more clearly than hie, yet he cherished
the laudable hope of govermmg so enal a
commonwealth gvithout fraud.  Though he pe-
netrated into the character of every person he
. conversed with, yet he <affered himself to be the
dupe of nuny, rather {han regede from the rec-
titude of his aims, It was no wonder, there-
fore, that Casar was desirous of expelling from
the republic a character so unlihe hisown. To
seffect this, he résolved to take into his party
uhlius, Clodius, & man, of patricign birth, of
o dissolute
1



BROME,
didsolute manners, great popularity, and an in})
veterate enciny of Cicero.* Beside an opposition
of principles, a chief cause of their cnmity’ was, |
Cicero’s having formerly appeared against him
upon his trial before the people, for aw oflence
against the matrons of Rome, upon whose mys-
teries he had obtruded in female attire. » At this
time, he was a tribune of the people, though |
he had been obliged to get himself adopted .
by a plebeian, betore ke could obtain that
office. The hope of revenging himself on Ci-
cero, in some measure incited him to stand
for it ; and the concurrence of Casar aud Pom-
pey with his pretensions, soon assured him of
success. e, therefore, publicly began to ac-
cuse Cicero, for having put the late conspira-
tors to death ; who, being citizens, ought*to have
becn adjudged by the peopie.  Cicero, terrified
at this malicious sccusation, for which indeed
Lie deserved praise, did all that Jay in iis power to
oppose it. He applied to Ciesar to be taken
as Lis lieutenant into Gaul,  Bet Clodius had art
enoush to divert "him from that design, by pre-
tending that his resentment was rather a matter
of torm than of reality.  Pompey, too, contri-
buted to put him off’ us guard by a promise of
protecticn s so that the cunning of these men of
maderzte abilities was mere than a match for
the wisdomn of the philosopher.  The train being
now laid; Clodius first cuused a law to be.
cnacted, importing, that any who had condemn-
ed a Roman citizen unheard, should himselt
be banished ; and soon after impeached Cicero
ugon it. 1t was in vain that this great man went
up and down the city, soliciting his cause in the
Labit of a suppliant, and attended by many }c:f
I the
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the most eminent young noblemen whom he Had
tought the rules of eloquence. Those powers
of dratory which had becn so oftgp successful
in defending the cause of others, seemed totally
48 forsake him in his own. By the basest ingra-
titude and tergiversation of the people, he was
banished four hundred miles, from [taly; his
houses were ordared to be demolished ; and his
gouds sct up to sale.  None now r('m.uncd that
‘could defend the part of the scnate but Cato
and ho was shoitly after sent into ()prus, under
pretence of duing “him an honour; butin reality,
in order to ledve an open theatre for the trium-
witateeto act in,  Cwesar, during these intrigues,
thoufrh the principal actor, plotvm.od to be an
lmconu'rucd spectator, and to be yholly oc-
.cupled OHl l)l(‘[\dl(lll()ﬂ\ l()l m‘t(‘rmg on lll& pl("'
\vmct-. He, in fact, left nothing undone, that
‘m ght advance the hpvml. or increase the strength
of this expedition,  ‘Then, leaving Pompey to
guard their mutual interests at lmm(-. he marched
into Gaul at the head of four legions, which
were granted him by the sewate, and two more
that were lent him b_y his new associate in the

empire.

t would be impossible, in this place, to enu-
merate all the batties Casar fought, and the
states he subducd, in his Chp(‘dltl()lls into Gaul
and Britain, dm’ng, a penod of eight years. Ile’
has himsclf given a detail of them in his Com-.
mentnuoe a work which does as much honour
to bis abilitics as a writer, as his conduct did to
1 talents as a general. Suflice it' to say, that
t. . Helvetians were the first who were brought

ubjection, with the loss of ncar twa hun-
%ousand men ; while those who remm}:ed
after
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after’ the carnage, were sent by Cazsat, in safet
to the forests, from whince they had issued.
The Germans, with ‘Ariovistus at their head,,
were jiext cut off, to the number of cighty thou-
sand ; their monarch himsclf parrowly escaping
in a little boat across the Rhinc. The Belgx
then received such a terrible overthrow, and so
great was the slaughter, that marshes and deep
rivers were rendered passable on the heaps of
carnage. 'The Nervians, who were the most
warlike of those baiharous nations, made head
for a short time, and fell upon the Romans with
such fury, that their army ,was in danger of
being utterly routed : hut Casar, hastily catching
up a buckler, rushed through his army into the
midst of .the ¢nemy, by which means the face
of afluirs was so cficctually changed, that the
Larbanans were cut off to a man. The Celtic
Gauls, who were powerful at sea, were neat
brought under subhjection; and after them, the
Suevi, the Menapii, and all the nations from the
Mediterrancan to the British sea.: -
< From thenee, stimulated by the desire A"
of conquest, and of visiting a ,country gy,
Tutherto Iittle known by any foreign na-
tions, except the Carthaginians, he crossed over’
intp Britain upon pretence that the natives had
furnished his cnemics with supphies.  Upon ap-
proaching the sheres, he found them covered
with men to oppose his landing 3 and his forces-
were in danger of being driven’ back, till the
standard-hearer of tlfe tenth legion boldly leaped
ashore; and, he being supported ‘by the general,
the natives were put to flight. 'lﬁ'.e Britons, ter-
rified at Casar’s gower, soon sent to desire &
peace: which was granied ‘them, and hos-

tages
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tages were delivered, A storm soon after
destroying great part of the ‘Roman fleet, they
resolved to take advantage of the disaster, and
marched against the invaders with a power-
ful army. But avhat could a naked undisci-
plined army do against forces that had been
exercised under the greatest generals, and hard-
ened by the conquest of the greatest part of the
world?  Being overthrown, they were obliged
once more to sue for peace; which Cwesar
granted them, on terms of increased severity ;
and then returned to the Continent. His absence
onhce more inspired the Britons, naturally fond
of liberty, with a resolution to remounce the
Roman power; and in a sccond expedition, by
repeated vietories, Casar so intimidated their
general Cassibelaunus; that he no longer endea-
voured to resist in the plains ; but, keeping in the
forests, evinced a resolution to protract the war.,
However, Cesar pursuing him closely, and cros-
sing the Thames with kis army, so straitened
him, that he wasobliged to sybmit to the con-
queror's conditions, who imposed an annual
tribute, and took hostages for its payment,
Thus, in less than nine years, he conquered, to-
gether with Britain, all that country which ex-
tends from the Mediterranean to the German
sea. It is saill, that in these expeditions he
took eight hundred cities ; subdued three hun-
dred different states ; overcame three millions of
men, one of which fell on the field of attle,
and one was made prisoners of war, These un-
Just conquests, and this unpovohed destruction
of mankind, ought certainly to be regarded with
detestation. But they were shen considered as
ﬁ!‘ height of human virtuc; and even at this
T period,
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period; when an advanced state of morals, and
the profession of a benevelent religion, should
teach other lessons, unthinking men still cXult
in the destruction of their kind, gnd join in plau-
dits to the conqueror.

While Ca:sar was thus incredsing his reputa-
tion and riches abroad,“Pompcy, who remained
" all the time at Rome, steadily co-operated with
hi§ ambition, and advanced the interests of his
rival, while he vainly supposed he was forward-
ing hisvown. Upom the first news of Ciesar's
great exploits, he procured a decree of the se-
nate for a solemn festival of fifteen days ; which
honour no gencral had .ever received before;
and on a varjgty of other occasions supported
the interest of the conqueror of Gaul, in
opposition to the wiser dictates of Cato, 4;€
who had almost lost his life in aninef-
fectual attempt to curb the triumviral power.

At length, Pompey, gfter the most vigo-
rous though impoiitic support, began to be
roused from his lethargy, by the rising reputa-
tion of Casar., The fame of that great com-
mander’s valour, riches, and hymanity, secretly
gave him pain. He feared nothing so much as
an equal in glory; apd yet by his.own excitions
be had raised Casar’s credit so high that he
was now threatened with a superigr., He, there-
fore, begango do all in his power to diminish
Casar’s reputation, by spreading. disadvantage-
ous reports, and lessening even Bis jug fame.
At this juncture, Julia, daughter of Ceesar
and the wife of Pompey died. She had, during
her life, not a little contributed $o (cement the
harmony between her father and her husband ;
but from ghe moment of her death Pompey re-

: solved
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solved to pursue hjs own advancement, and to
depress that of his rival. .

owever, this great man for some time con-
cealed his intengion ; but another fatal accident
tended to hasten the rupture between him and
Caesar ;. .this was the death of Crassus, He had
eagerly engaged in o War with the Parthians;
hoping by the reduction of this powerful nation
to satiate his avarice, gratify his ambitious views,
and render himself equal to his two associates in
military glery. Hc conducted the war, how-
ever, with so little prudence, that he suflered
the encmy to get the advantage of him in almost
every skirmish; and at last fell a sacrifice to his
own rashness, and the treachery of the foe; and
with him perished the flower of the Roman
army.’

Notwithstanding Pompey’s resolution to lessen
the authority of Cesa¥, upon cxamination of
strength, he found hisgfforts were now too late.
Cazesar was in possession of that popularity which
ithad becn the business of his life to obtain : he
was loved almost to adoration by his army;
whose attachment he had gained by his huma-
nity and generosity. 1lc seemed to .acquire im-
mense riches, only to bestow them on the bravest
and most deserving of his soldiers: he paid the
debts of many of bis officers; and held out
every motive to wean their love from the public,
and to place it on their commander. Nor were
his attemtions fixed upon the military alona; they
extended to his partisens in thecity : he pillaged
the wealth of his provinces, to diffuse it among
“%he citizens of Rome; and ‘thus even rapine in
s hands assumed an air of munificence.

ompcy was not unapprised of this,and found,
: at
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at last,-that he had committed a fatal oversight,
He longed to resume that inflience which others
had insidiously wrested from him ; and an op-
portwnity soon ofered of obtdMing his desira,
As all clections had, for many years, been ef-
fected by scdition ‘and bribery ; the people be-
came weary of a mockery of authority; and no
magistrates had been clected for the space of
cight months. This state of anarchy was
heightened by the death of Clodius, who was
killed by Milo, <as he was returning to town
from the country. As Clodius had been al-
ways a favourite of the people; his body was
immediately brought to Rome, and exposed
publicly to view. Nothing more was requisite
to kindle atumult: the multitude ran furiously
to Milo’s house, to set it on fire; but being de-
fended by his partisans, they were repulsed with
great slaughter. . .

Returning to the dead body, they drew it to the
senate-house, and there making a funeral pile with
the scats of the magistrates, consumed the bod
and that stately edidice together. After this the
seditious dispersed themselves all over the city,
where, under pretence of searching for Milo’s
friends. they committed the greatest outrages
which unlicenced fury could suggest. Every
street was filled with murders and guarrels; and
it was dangerous even to come abroad. In-this
universal tumult and distration, all eyes were
turned upon Pompey, to restore tranquillity, and
give the sufferers redress. Many were inclined
to invest him with the office of dictator; but
Cato, unwilling to endanger the.state, by in-
trusting tle greatest power to the most un-
bounded ambition, prevailed, ‘thet, instead of

being
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being created dictator, he should only be made
sole consul *, In consequence of this accession
of power, a body of troops were allotted Pom-
pey ; o thousand talents were granted to mafhtain
them ; the government of Spain was continued
to him for fouf year’s longer; while Milo was
condemned to banishment, even though Cicero
undertook to defend him. It scemns, indeed,
that the tribunal from whence he harangued’the
popylace, was surrounded by the consul’s sol-
diers, so that he was quite intimidated, and un-
able to exert his usual powers. Pompey, who
had hitherto acted alone, then took Metellus for
his collcague, whose daughter Cornelia he had
lutely married ; a woman of great merit and
beauty ; and by this new alliance, he flattered
himsclf that he was once more a match for his .
rival. -
™Cirsar, not insensible of the jealousies of Pom-
pey, in order to bring matters to an explanation,
took occasion, from the mauy honours which
the Iatter had just received, to solicit for the con-
sulship in his turn, together *with a prolongation
of his government in Gaul. In this transaction
Pompey scemed to be quite inactive; but at the
same time privately employed two of his trusty
dependents to alledge in the senate, that thelaws
did not permig a person that was abseut to offer
himsclf us & candidate for the consulship.  Pom-
pey’s view was to allure Cwesar from his. govern~
ment; but the latter percieving his artifice, chosé
$o remain in his province; convinced, that

* A eoysul ight be called to an acennut after the ex-
iration of his office, for mal administration ; but a dictas
rp'r, was subject tv no such control, .

4

while
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while he headed such an army as wds now de-
voted to his interest,- he could- at any time give
lTaws as well as magistrates to the state, when 4t
suited his convenicence to appear.

‘The senate, out of their devotion to Pompey,
because he had for some time attempted o0 de-
fend them {rom the encroachments of the peo-
ple, reclaimed the two ‘legions which were “in
Casar’s army, belonging to his rival, under pre-
tence ol opposing the Parthians, but, in reality,
to diminish Cwar’s power. Cusar casily saw
their motive. But as his plans were not yet
ready for execution, he complied with the or-
ders of the senate; having previously attuched
the officers to him with benetits, and the soldiers
with a bounty. «

'The nest step the senate took, was to recal
Casar from his government, as his appointment
wils very near eapiring.  Every person perceived
the danger the stute was in, from the con-
tinuance of lus command over an army cntirely
devoted to his interests, and become almost in-
vincible by long expericnce.  Some of the fa-
ahers had even the vain presumption to talk of
bringing him 10 an account for the large sumns
of money he had extorted from the provinces of
Guul,  But Cwsur was not without his friends
in tue senute: among the gest, Curio, lately
elected o uibune of the peoplv:.huving been
bribed to his interests, sccretly favoured his
ause, Curio was a man of strogyg eloquence,
great resolution, and of a desperatg fortune ; he
therefore pretended bighly to approve the re-
solutions of.the senate, and usserted, that he
could never think liberty secure, while such ar-
mijes, in different quarters, were in readiness to’

c destroy
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destroy it, whencver their leaders should give
the word of command : but then he insinuated,
titat the chief sccurity of the state depended
upon the jealousy which these armies enter-
tained of cach other. It was therefore his
opinion that, Casar should not leave his army,
till Pompey had set him the example. This was
a proposal, for which Pompey had by no means
been prepared: his friends alledged that his time
was not yet expired. But, this not satisfying the
tribune ; Pompey observed, that he had taken up
his offices at the command of the senate ; and
that he was ready to resign them whenever his
emplayers thought proper ; that he knew Cesar,
with whose friendship and alliance he had long
been honoured, would not hesitate to do the
same, when he knew that the senate had ap-
pointed him a successor.

Curio perceived the address of Pompey, whose
enly aim was to have a successor actually no-
minated, He therefore replied, that in order to
shew the sincerity of his professions, it was not
enough to promise to resign his government;
but at that instant to perform a thing be had it
so easily in his power to do: adding, that both
were too powerful : and that it was for the in-
terest of the commonwealth they should return
to their former 'privacy. He concluded with
saying, that there was no other method left for
public security, but to order both to lay down
their commands; and to declare him an cnemy
to his country who should disobey. Curio had
made this proposal, with a certainty of its being
rejected by Pompey, whom he knew to be too fond
of command, and too eonfidnet of his own supe-
riosiy vel AL, fohegiy the submission.® In

fact,
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fact, he judged very justly. Pompey wa§ ren-
dered arrogant, not only by his good fortune,
and his present honours; but also by false ac-
counts which his flattevers had reported, con-
cerning the fancied disatfection of Casar’s sol-
diers to their general.  Nay, to such a pitch of
self-security did he at last make pretensions; that
when Cicero asked him what forces he had to
repel Casar 2 Pompey replied, that if he only
stamped with his {oot, an army would start up
from the ground to oppose him. Thus confi-
dence at first, and afterwards shame when he
found himsclf mistaken, operated so powerfully
upon Pompey, that he postponed preparations
for his defence, till they were too late to render
him any effectual service.

Curio, having obtained his aims in this parti-
cular, dismissed the scnate, as he was impowered
to do by his office. But Marcellus, who was
consul, and a partisan of Pompey, convoked it
immediately after, and then put 1t to the vote,
whether Czsar should be continued in his go-
vernment. ‘The whole assembly were immne-
diately of opinion, that he should be superseded.
He then demanded their pleasure as to Pompey’s
continuance in the government he enjoyed ; en
which the majority declared in his favour, Cu-
rio then put a third question, whéther it would
not be most expedient to supersede them both,
To which three hundred and sixty ¢f the scnate
assented ; and only twenty-two declared against
it. Marcellus being thus frustrated in his views
of obtaining the sanction of the scmate to con-
tinue Pompey in his government, could not
contain his resentment; but rising in a rage,
cried out, * if you will have Cesar for your
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*¢ master ; you may.” Upon which, one of his
own party asserting, in order to intimidate the
senate still more, that Ciesar bad passed the Alps,
und was marching with his whole army divectly
towards Rome, ithe consul immediately quitting
the senste, repaired with his colleague to Pom-
pey, at that time in the country ; and, presenting
him with a swerd, commanded hun to march
againsi Casar, und fight in defence of the com-
monwealth. Pompey declared he was ready to
obey ; but, with an air of pretended moderation
added, that it was only in case more gentle ex-

pedients snould prove meflicacious,
Cwxesar, who informed of all that passed by
his partisans at Rome, though he was still in
‘Gaul, was willing to give his actions the ap-
pearance of justice. lHe therefore wrote to the
senate scveral times, desiring to be continued in
his government of Guul, as Pompey had becn
in that of Spain; or clse that he should be per-
mitted *to stand for the consulship, and his ab-
sence be dispensed with. Iic further agreed to
Jay down his employment, when Pompey should
-do the same; but the senate who were- devoted
to his rival, rejected all his propositions, blindly
confident of their own power, and relying on the
conduet and influence of their favourite. Cwsar,
still averse frbom coming to an open rupture with
_the state, at last was content to solicit the go-
vernment ot Illyria, with two legions: but this
was also refused him. A fatal obstinacy had
seized the senate, who were determined to sacri-
fice his power in order to increase that of Pom-
Pey 5 so that they attempted to repress Casar’s
injustice by still greater of their own. Finding
albattempts at an accommodation fruitless, and
consci~
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conscious, if not of the goodness of his cause, at
least.of the devotion of his troops, Casar beggn
to draw them towards the confines of Italy, and,
passing the Alps with his third legion, stopped
at Ravenna, a city of Cisalpine Gaul, from
whence he once more wrote a letter to the con-
suls, declaring that he was ready to resign all
command, it Pompey would shew equal sub-
mission. But he now added, that if all power
was to be given fo one only, he would endeavour
to prevent so unjust a distribution; and de-
clared, that if they persisted, he would shortly
arrive in Rome, to punish their partiality and
the wrongs of his country. These menaces ex-
asperated the whole body of the senate against
him. Marcellus, the consul, gave way to his
rage ; while Lentulus, his colleague, being al-
ready of a ruined fortune, and therefore indif-
ferent about events, openly declared, that after
such an insult, further deliberation was ncedless,
and that arms was the only resort. It was then,
-gfter’ some opposition, decrced, that Casar
should resign his government, and disband his
forces within a limited time; or, if he refused
obedicnce, that he should be declured an enomy
to the commonwealth,  They next invested the
consuls with absolute authority; and appointed
Domitius, a man of great courage® and abilities,
to be Casar’s successor in the government of
Gaul. Pompey was ordered to put himsclf at
the head of what troops were in readiness; and
all those who were not attached to the interests

of Caesar, prepared to take up arms at Rome.
The partisans of Casar now began to be ap-
prehensive of personal danger; in particular
Curio, with the two tribunes Marcus Antonins
c3 and
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and Longinus. These accordingly fled, dis-
guised as slaves, to Cawsar’s camp deploring the
injustice and tyranny of the senate, and plead-
ing their merits in his cause. Caxsar produced
them to his army, in the habits which they had
thus assumed, and, seemingly touched with com-
miseration for their sufferings, burst out into
severe invectives against the senate, alleging their
tyranny over the state, their cruelty to s triends,
and their flagrant ingratitude to himself for aff
his past services. * These,” cried he, pointing
to the tribunes, who were in slaves’ haluts,
“ these are the rewards obtained by the faithrul
“ servants of their country; men, whose persons
“are sacred by thewr oflice, and whose cha-
¢ racters have been esteemed for their virtues;
¢ these gre driven from their country, obliged
“ for safety to appear as the meanest of man-
“ kind, to find protection only in a distant pro-
“ vince of the empire; lor mamtaining the rights
“ of- freedom, those rights which even Sylla, in
 all the rage of slaughter, dured not violate,”
This speech he inforced with ‘the most passionute
gestures, accompanied with tears.  The soldicis,
as if inspired with one mind, cried out that théy
were prepared to follow him wherever he should
lead, and were ready to die or revenge his in-
juries,u An universal acclamation rung
. A. C. through the whole camp: every man
prepared for a new scervice of dungers
U. C. and, forgetting the toils of ten former
6% campaigns, retired to his tent to me-
ditate on future conquest. ﬁr
« The army being thus brought to the temper
" thag was wished, Cwsar sat down to supper,
clpgfully conversing with his fricnds on subjcct}
B . O

’
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of literature and philosophy, and apparently
disengaged from every ambitions concern.  Af-
ter some time, rising up, he desired the company
to make themselves merry in his absence, and
said that he would be with them in a short
time. Having previously made the neeessary
preparations, he immediately set out, attended
by a few friends, for Ariminum, a city upon the
confines of Italy, whither he had dispatched a
part of his army the morning before.  This jour-
ney by night, which was very fatizuing, he
performed sometimes walking, and somctimes
on horseback, till at the break of day he came
up with his army, which consisted of ahout five
thousand men, near the Rubicon, a hitle viver
which separates ltaly from Gaul, and sghich ter-
minated the limits of lis command,

Tiie Romans had Leen taught to coMder thig
river as the sacred boundury of their domestic
empire; the senate bad lepsy belore made an
edict, 'which is snll to be seen cngraven on &
pillar near Rimiug, by which they solemnly de-
voted to the internal gods, and branded with sa-
crilege aud pairicide, any persons who should
presume to pass the Rubicon with an army, a
lemon, or even a sigle cohort,: Casar, there-
fore, having advanced at the head of his army
to the side of the river, stopped wpon the Lanks,
as #f impressed with awe at the-greatness of his®
enterprise.  The dangers he was 10 cn(‘uuntcrf
the slauchters that might ensue, the calamiticl
of his native city, all rushed upon his imagination
in gloomy perspective, and struck him with re-
morse, lle pot‘dcrcd for somc (ipe in fixed
melancholy, as he cyed the stream, debating
with himself whether he should venture; ¢ }'}

wh Pm
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¢« pass this river,” said he to one of his generals
who stood by, ¢ what miseries skall I bring upon
“ my country ! and, if I stop, I am undone.”
Thus saying, and resuming all his former in-
trepidity, he plunged in, crying out, that.the
die was cast, and all was now over. His soldiers
followed him with equal promptitude, and
quickly arriving at Ariminum, made themselycs
masters of the place, without resistance.

The news of this unexpected enterprise, excited
the utinost terrors in Rome. At the same in-
stant were to be seen the citizens flying into the
country for safety, and the inhabitants of the
country flocking for shelter into the city. In
this universal confusion, Pompey felt all the re-
morse whith must necessarily arise from the re-
“membral f having advanced his rival to his
present pitch of power: wherever he appeared,
many of his former friends were ready to accuse
bim of supincnes, and sarcastically to reproach
Jis ill-grounded presumption. Cato reminded
him of the many warnings he had given, and
to which he had not att®nded. Wearied with
these reproaches, though offered under colour
of advice, he did all that lay in his power to
‘encourage and confirn his followers: ke’ told
them that they should not want an.army, for
that he would %e their leader: he confessed, in-
“deed, that e had been deceived in Casar's afins,
judging of them only by the purity of his own

owever, if his friends were still inspired with
the love of freedom, they might yet. enjoy it.
He consoled them by holding out the most flat-
tering prospects, that his two ligutenants were at
the head of a considerable army in Spain, com-
poscd of scteran troops, which had made the
T conquest
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conquest of the east; and, beside these, there
were infinite resources both in Asia and Africa,
together with the succours they might reasonably
reccive from all the kingdoms in. alliance with
Rome., This representation served, in some
measure, to revive the hopes of the confederacy.
The greatest part of the senate, his private
friends and dependents, together with all those
who espoused his cause, agreed to follow him:
for, being in nu capacity to resist Caesar at Rome,
he resolved to lead his forces to Capua, and join
his two legions which were stationed there. No
words can paint the misery of the scenc on his
quitting Rome. Ancient scnators, respectable
magistrates, and many of the flower of the young
nobility, obliged thus to leave their native city
defenceless to the invader, raised an. universal
concern in all ranks of people, fwho followed
them part of the way with lamentations, tcars,
and vows for their success.

Caesar, after vainly attempting to bring Pom-
pey to an accommodation, resolved to pursue
him into Capua, Bcfore he could have time to
collect his forces. Tlowever, at the very out-
set, he was in some measure discouraged by the
defection of Labicnus, the associate of all his
former victories; who, cither disgusted at his
command, or unwilling to desalate his native
country, went over to the other side.  But Casar,
who was not to be intimidated-by a partial loss,
marched on to take possession of the citics that
lay between him and his rival, got regarding
Rome, which he knew would fall of course to
the conqueror.

Corsinium was the first city that attempted to
stop the rapidity of his progréss. It was de-

fended
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fended by Domitius, who had been appointed
by the senate to succeed him in Gaul, and was
gurrisoned by twenty cohorts.  Casar, howevery
quickly invested it; and Domitius, being dis-
appointed in lis hopes of rehef, was at last
obhged to endeuvour to escaje privately. His
intentiuns happening to be divulged, the garrison
resolved to cors uit their own szlety, by deliver-
ing him up ‘¢ ke besiegers.  Cuwsar readily ac-
cepted therr ofters, but restrained his men ficm
immediately entering into the town.  After soine
time, Lentulus, the consui, who was ore of the
besicged,” came wut, to implore forgiveness for
himself and the rest of his cci:ivderates, remind-
- ing Casar of their ancient friendship, Casar
would not wait the conclusion of bis speech,
but- generoysly replied, that he came into Italy
not to injurc the liberties of Rome and its citi-
zens, but to restore them. This humane reply
being quickly carried into the city, the senators
and the knights vwith their children and some
officers of the garrisvn cane out to claim the
conqueror’s protection, who, mildly glancing
at- théir ingratitude, gave them their liberty,
“with permission to go wheresoever they pleased.
.But while he dismissed the leaders, he, upon
this, as upon all other occasions, took care to
fattach the coi.mon soldiers to his interest; sen-
sible that he might stand in nced of an army;
but that, while he lived, his army could never
" $tand in need of 2 commander. ‘

Pompey having intelligence of what passed
epon thiy occasion, immediatcly retreated to
" Bryndusium, where he resolved to stand a siege,

grder to delay the enemy till the forces of the
e could be colﬁgd_& . Casar, as was ex-.

dha pected,
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pected, soon arrived before the place; and bav-
ing accidentally taken one of Pomnpey’s en-
gmeers o prisoner, gave him liberty, with ordes
10 persuade his “general, that it might be for the
interests of both, as well as the advantage of the
empire, to have an interview; but to this over-
ture he received vo answer.  He next attempted
to block up the harbour; but in this being {rus-
trated by the diligence of Pempey, he sent
another proposal for an interview; to which it
was answered, that no propositions of that kind
could be received in the absence of the consuls.
Thus, secing no hopes of reconciling their dif-
ferences by negociation, he turned all bis thoughts
to carry on the war, which Pompey, on his side,
resolved to prosecute with equal vigour, =

His first arm in keeping Casar some time em-
ployed before Brundusium succeeded to his wish ;
at length, he prepared, with all imaginable cau-
tiony, t0 abandon the town, and transport his
garrison to Dyrracchium, where the new-made
consul was levying men for the service of the
empire. In pursuance of his design, he fortified
the harbour in such a manner that the cnemy
could not casily mofest him: and then embarked
his troops with the utmost silence and dispatch ;
leaving only a few archers and slingers on the
walls, " Caesar being apprised of the retreat of
Pompey, immediately attempted to prevent the
embarhation, and was actually going to lead his
men over a pitfull, which-his rival %1‘“‘ secretly
placed in his way, had he not been, interrupted
ny the townsmen, who intormed ‘him of his
danger. N

Cwsar, finding he could not puue Pompey
for want of shipping, resolved to go back te

Rome,
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Rome, and take possession of the public trea-
surcs, which his oppounent, by unaccountable
her-sight, had ncglected taking with him.
Caxsar was reccived at Rome with the repeated
acclamations of the lower class of the citizens,
and by all of hit own party. Those ol the sepate
also, who were attached to his interests, assem-
bled to congratulate him on his arrivad, 1o whom
ke made a plausible speech, justifying his con-
duct, and professing his aversion for the violent
measures he had been compelled to adopt.  Then,
under a pretence that his cause was that of justice
and of the commonwealth, he prepared to pos-
sess himself of those treasures which bad been
laid up for the use of the public. But upon his
coming to the door of the treasury, Mectellus,
the tribune, who guarded it, refused to let him
pass, alleging that the money was sacred, and
that horrible imprecations had been denounced
against such as touched it upon any occggion
but that of a Gallic war. Cwesar, however, was
not of a disposition to be intimidated by super-
stition, and observed, that there was no ocecasion
for money to carry on a Gallic war, as. he had
entirely subdued all Gaul. The tribune per-
sisted, and started new difficulties, till Cuwsar,
with more than usual emotion, laying his hand
upon his swopd,"threatencd to strike him dead ;
“ And know, young man,” cried he, ¢ that it
# is casier to do this than to say it.” 'I'his
menace had its effect; Metellus retired, and
Cesar pillaged the treasury to the amount of
three thousand pounds weight of gold, besides
an immense quantity of silver. Having thus
provided fog continuing the war, he departed
:\w Rome, with a design of subduing Pompey's

licutenants
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licutenants Afranjus and Petreius, who had been
long in Spain at the head of a veteran army.
This was composed of the best legions of the
empire, and had been constantly victorious under
all its commanders. Ciesar, however, who
knew the abilities of its present geherals, jocosely
said, as hc was preparing to go thither, that he
went to fight an army without a general, and,
upon conquering it, should return to fight a
general without an army. Having refreshed
his men, previously to their setting out, he led
them once more a long and fatiguing march
across the Alps, through the exterstve provinces

. of Gaul, to mect the enemy in Spain. This
they performed with invincible resolution, ani-
mated by the example of a general who was dear
1o them, and whose glory they identified with
their own.

The first conflict which he had with Afranius
and Petreius was rather unfavourable. 'Fhey
fought near the city of Ilerda, and both sides

* cluimed the honour of the victory. Nevertheless,
itappeared soon after that Cesar was reduced to
ereat straits for want of provisions, whjch the
overflowing of the river and the position of the
enemy entirely cut off.  However, nothing was
able to subdue his diligence and activity ; for,
causing slight boats covered with lgather to be
made, and in another quarter diverting the at-
tention of the enemy, he carried his vessels in
waggons twenty miles distance from the camp,
launched them upon the broadest part of the
niver, and with great dexterity passed his legions
over.  Having thus gained new suppl?s of pro-
visions and men, he made a feint a# if he in- |

tended to distress the enemy in turny by cutting
D off
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off their supplics; and for this purpose he began
to throw up intrenchments and cut ditches, as if
‘to divert the course of the river into a different
channel. ‘'These preparations so intimidated the
enemy, that they resolved to decamp by night.
But Cesar, who had intimation of their design
by his spies, pursued them with a small part of
his army, and forcing them to ford the river,
before they bad time to rally on the other side,
appeared with the main body of his forces to re~
ceive them. Thus hemmed in on both sides,
and reduced to the utmost extremity of hunger
and thirst, they werve obliged to yield at dis-
cretion. But clemency was the brightest vir-
tue of Casar; he disinissed them all with the
kindest professions, and sent them heme to
Rome, loaded at once with shame and obliga-
tions, to publish his virtues, and confirm the
aflections of his adherents.  ‘Thus, in the space
of vbout forty days, he became master of all
Spain; and then depuiting for Marseilles, obliged
that aity to surrenderat diseretion. e pardon-
ed the inhubitants, for refusing to adiiic him as he
pasced, chiefly uponaccountof therr name and anti-
quit. 5 and deaving two legions there, in garrison.
returned again viciorious to Rome.,  The citizens
upon tisoccasionreceived him with fresh demon-
strations of,jo,, and ereated bim dictator and
eonsul : but the first ot these oflices he laid down
after he had held it but cleven days; probubly
with a view of shewing with what promptitude he
could relinquish power.

Mecanwhile, Pompey was actively employed
in making preparations in Lpirus and Greece.
All the monarchs of the Fast had declared in
his favour, and scat large supphies. He was

master
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master of nine cffective Italian- legions, and
had a.flcet of five hundred lgrge ships, under
the conduct of Bibulus, an expericnced com?
mander. He was also supplied with large sums
of money, and all the nccessamies for an army,
from the tributary provinces round him. Already
he had attacked Autony and Dolabetla, who
commended for Cmsar in that part of the em-
pire; with such saccess, that the former was
obliged to flee, und the latter was taken prisuner.
Crowds of the most distinguishied crtizens and
nobles from Rome arrived cvery day to jom
hnm. He had at one time above two hundred
senators in his camp, among whom were Cicero
and Cato, whose apprebation of Ins cause was
equiraient to an army. All these advantages,
both of strength and council, drew the wizhes
of mankind to his cause, and raised an oppo-
sition thut thregtened Ciwesur with speedy de-
struction, notwithstanding the progeess he had
marle,

Iaving, however, made the requisite prepas
rations, Casar, with a courage that to orainary
‘sapacities might seem to be rashness, resolved
to face his rival in the Last, and led his forces
to Brundusium, a sca-port town of lItaly, in
order to transport them into Greece: but he
wanted a fleet numerous enough ote carry the
whole at once, and thercfore haviflg safely
landed one half at a place called Pharsalus, he
sent back his nuvy to bring over the rest of his
forces. In this second expedition thirty of his
ships, on their return, fell into the hands of.
Pompey’s admiral, who set them all on fire,
even destroying the mariners, in order to in-
timidate the rest by this cruel example, which
reflects disgrace on the cause he espoused.

Pompey
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Pompey was raising supplies in Macedonia,
when informed of Cwsar's landing upon the
cousts of Lpirus; he therefore resolved imme-
diately to march to Dyracchium. in order to
cover that place from the enemy’s attempts, as
all bis ammudition and provisions were depo-
sited there.  Upon his arrival al that city he
began to perccive that muny of his new-raiserd
troops were ncither prompt 1 their obedience,
nor faithful to their standards.  In consequence
of this, he obliged them to take an oath, that
they would never abandon their general, but
follow him through all his fortunes. 'Thus,
supposing himselfl secare in their attachment, he
resolved to exhaust his rival by protracting the
war, as his resources were infinutely the most
numerous in this quarter of the globe.

The rival armics first came m sight of each
other, on the opposite banks of ghe niver Apsus:
and as both were commanded by the two great-
est generals then in existence, abattle was cagerly
desired by the soldiers on both  sides.  DBut
neither was willing to hazatd it upon this occa-
sion: Pompey could not rely upon bus new levies;
and Casar would not venture an engugement
ull Le was joined by the rest of his forces.  Ac-
cordingly, the armies remained n this disposi-
tion for som¢ days; looking upon each other
with all the anxicty of suspense, but with equal
confidence of success whenever they should be
brought to action.

Cwxsar had waited for some time with extreme
impatience for the arrival of a reinforcement,
and he had written and sent several times to his
gencrals to use dispatch. At lust, despairing of
their punctuality, and anxious to know the real
situation of affurs, he resolved upen an attempt,

which
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which nothing but the extraordinary confidence
he had in his good fortune could excuse. Hg
disguised himsclf in the habit of a slave, and,
witl: all imaginary secrecy, went on hoard a
fisherman’s bark at the mouth of the river
Apsus, with a design to pass cver tu Lrundu-
sium, where the rest of his furces lay, andto
conduct them over in person.  Accordingly he
rowed off in the beginning of the ni<ht, and was
a considerable way advanced, when the wind
suddenly changed against him, the sea be-
gan to risc in billows of formidable height,
and the storm increased to an alarm’ng degree.
The fisherman who had row~d all night with
extreme labour, was often fur putting back, but
was dissunded by his passenger. At length,
kowever, when far advanced on the intended
voyage, he tound himself unable to proceed,
and yet too distant trom land to hope for making
goed his return, In this moment of despon-
dence he was gouing to give up the oar, and
commit himself to the merey of the waves, when
Casan discovermgz humscli, commanded bim to
row §oldly; ¢ Fear notling,” cricd he, ¢ you
“ cairy Cwesar and his fortune.”  Encouraged
by the presence of so great a man, the fisher-
man made fresh ¢ndeaveurs, to accemplish his
voyage, Lut the ttorm heconnag sull nore
violent and the wind untavourable, he was
obliged to desist, and make fur land, which was
not cffected without grent difficulty.  As soon
as he rejoined bis soldiers, who nad, for some
time, mused thetr gencral, and knew not what
was become of him ; they flocked joyfully round
him, congratulating his escape, and kindly up-
braiding his attempt in so far distrusting their

D J courage
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courage and affections, as to seek out new forces,
when, without any aid, they were sure to con-
quer his enemics, His eacuses were not less
tender than their remonstiances: but the joy
of both was sqon after heightened, by an in-
formation of the landing-of the troops he
had long expected at Apollonia, from whence
they were approuching, under the conduct of
Antony and Calenus, to join him.  Ile decanped
in order to meet them, and prevent, i’ possible,
Pompey with his army from engaging them on
their march, as he lay on that side of the river
where the succours had been oblized to come on
shore. This diligence was not less successtul
than requisite; for Pompey had actuully made
some movements to anticipate their junction,
and had laid an ambuscade for Antony; but
failing in this, he was ebliged to retreat, under
an apprehemsion of beina hemmed in between
the two armics; which eftceted their junction
the same day. .,

Pompey, now, led b furies to Asparagus,
near Dyracchium, i order to be sute ef sup-
phes; and pitched his can:p upon a tonsue of
Jand that jutted mto tie sea, where also vas «
stall but sate bay tor shivs, Lo thisplace, being
most advantageously situated,  he immediateiy
began tq entrench his caap; which Casar per-
ceiving, and finding that he was not likely soon
to quit so advantizevus a post, began to draw
circumvailations bebind bimy cuusing magazines
of corn to be made in all parts, not already
wasted by thie cnemy’s forces.  Yet, notwith-
standing all his care, provisions began to be very
scarce in Cmsar's army: his men were obliged
to make usc of heans and barley, and a root

' called
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called chara, which they mingled with milk -
but, accustomed to hardships, they bore all wich
exemplary patience. Casar, however, was so
fertile in resources, that he could not submit to
inconveniences whish might be obviated.  All
beyond Pompey’s camp, towards the land side,
was hilly and steep; whercfore Caxsar built re-
doybts upon thehills, stretching round from shore
to shore ; and then caused lines of communication
to be drawn from hill to hill, by which he
blocked up his vival’s camp. He hoped, by this
blockade, to furce his opponent to a battle, which
Le ardently desired, and which the other as stu-
diously declined.  Thus both sides continued for
some time employed in designs and stratagems,
the one to annoy, and the other to defend.
Cwsar’'s mea daily carried on their works to
straitenthe enemy @ those of Pompey did the same
to enlurge themselves; and though they declined
coming to o battle, yet they severely galled the
cnemy by their slingers and archers.  Casar,
however, was indefatigable ; he caused coverings
to be made of the shins of beasts to protect his
men while at work s he cut oft all the water that
supplied the enemy’s camp, and intercepted the
torage for their horres; so that it was impossible
to retain their position much longer.

Thus straitened, Pompey at ldst resolved to
breeh through his lines,  Accordingly, having
informed himself of the condition of Casar’s for-
tificattons, he ordered his light infantry and
avchers on board his ships, with directions to at-
tack Casar’s entrenchments by sea, where they
were most vulnerable.  This was done with such
effect, that all the centurions of Caesar’s first co-
hort were cut ofl; except one; and though a]dl

use

.
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ueed their utmost endeavours to frustrate Pom-
pey’s desizns, yet, by reiterated attempts, he
at last eflected his purpose of extricating his
ermy from its pre-ent restraint, and of encamp-
ing in anetber phace, by thersea, where he had
the convenienca both of forage and shipping,
Caxsur being thus foiled in his views of blocking
up the enemy, resolved at last to force Pompey
to a battle, though upon disadvantageous terms,
The cngagement began by attempting to cut off
a legion which was pusted in a wood, and this
brought on a general battle. The conflict was
for some time carried on with great ardour,
and with equal fortune; but Cgsar’s army be-
ing entangled in some old cntrenchments, be-
gan to fall into (lisqrd(zr ; and at last fled with
precipitation, while great numbers perished.
Pompey pursued his success to the very camp of
C'msar; and now was the crisis of Cmsar’s fate;
but his usual good fortune prevailed: Pompey,
either surprised with the suddenness of his victory,
or fearful of an ambuscade, withdrew his troops
into his own camp, and thus, by his timid cau-
tion, lest the empire of the world.  Iowever,
his generals and attendants vainly considered the
present success as a decisive determination of the
war; and, adding crueity to their confidence,
put all their piseners to the sword.

The resobution of Casar, however, did net
forsake him, nor his hopes [fuil; he found that
hitherto his attempts to force Pompey to engage
him upon cqual terms, were ineffectual; he there-
fore resolved to appear as if willing to protract
the war in his wurn., Wherelore, calling the
army together, he thus addressed them with his
wimal composure and antrepidity: * We have no

¢ reason,
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¢ reason, my fellow-soldiers, to ‘be dejected at
¢ our late miscarriage. The luss of one battlef
after so many victories, should rather awahen
our caution than depress our resolution.  Let
us remember the long courge of victories
which have been gained bv us in Gaul, Bri-
tain, Italy, and Spain; and then let us cun-
sider how many greater dangers we have es-
“ caped; which have only served to increase
the pleasure of succeeding victory. If, after
all these exploits and successes, one little dis-
aster, one error of inadvertency, or indeed of
destiny 1tsclf, has deprived ® of our just fe-
ward; yet we have still sufficient force to en-
sure it for the {uture; and, though we should
“ be deprived of every resource, yet the brave
“ have one still left to ovemsome every danger :
“ namely, to despise it.”---Alter thus encou-
raging lus legions, and degrading some of his
subaltern officers, who were remiss in their
duty, he prepured to decamp, and to make
his retreat to Apollonia, where he intended to
refresh and recruit lis army. Having, thercfore,
sent his  baggage before, he followed at the
head of his soldiers; and, though pursut,d by
Pompey, yet ‘having the adv.mtd,ge in time, he
cifected his intention, <% 2« . 0r ~

In the mean tme, Dommus, ot of his licu-
tenants, stationed in Macedoniu gwith three
legions, was in danger of being cut off by the
superior forces of the enemy. Cresar resolved
to join him with all expedition; and, after
refreshing his army, set forward with the ut-
most dlspatcll. Pompey was nearly in similar
circumstances of apprehension; for Scipio,
onc of his lieutenants, was in Thessaly, atl thz
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Jead of the Syrianlegion; and he was fearful, lest
Casar’s march might be intended to surprise this’
body of troops before their junction. Thus each
gencral marched with all the diligence possible,
to securce his friends, and defeat the designs of
his enemies.  Caar's expedition was most suc-
cessful; he was joined by Domitius upoen the
frontiers of Thessaly: and thus, with all bhis
forces united, he marched directly to Gomphi :
but the ncwss of his deteat at Dyrracchium having
reached this place before him, the inhabitants
shut the gates against him. 1n consequence of
this repulse, he ordered the machines for scaling
to be got ready; and, causing an assault to be
madv, priceeded with such vigour, that, not-
withstanding the great height of the walls, the
town was taken in a#ew hours. Casar lelt it to
be plandered, and without delaying his march,
went forward to Metropolis, another town of the
same prevince, which yielded at his approach,
By these means, he soan became poceessed of all
Thussaly, except Lansa, winch was garrisoned
by Scipio, one ¢f L rival’s eommanders.
Pompey’s ofticers, being much elated with
thar late victory, were coutinually soliciting
their general to bring them to a battle,  Lvery
delay becume insupportable; they presumed
to tax the purity of their leader’s motives Yor
procrastination. Cunfident of victory, they di-
vided all the places in the government among
each other; and portioned out the landg of those
whom, in imagiration, they had already van-
quished. 'Nor did revenge less employ their
thoughts, than ambition and avarice. The pro-
scription was actually drawn up, not fer the con-

demnation of individuals, but of whole ranks of
. the



the enemy: it was was even proposad, that all the
senators in Pompey’s urmy should be appointed,
judges over such as had either actually opposed,
or, by their peutrality, had faiicd to assist their
party. Pompey, thus assailed by men ot weak
heads and eager expectations, =ud incessantly
teased with importunities $o engage, found him-
sclf too irresolute to oppose their solicitations;
and. therefore renouncing his cwn judgnent, in
compliance with thoge al.uut'him, he gave up all
schemes of prudence for those dictated by avarice
and passion. Advancing mto Thessaly, he en-
camped upon the plains of Pharsalia, where he
was joinéd by Scipio, his lieutenant, with the
troops under his command. 'There he awaited
the coming up of his rival, resolved upon decid-
ing the fate of the empire without furt,er delay.

Cassar had for some time been sounding the
inclinations of his legions, and providing for
their safetv in case of miscarriage ; but, at length,
finding them resolute and unanimous, he ied
them towards the plains of Pharsalia, where
Pompey was encamped. The approach of these
two great armics, composed of the Lest and
bravest troops in the world, together-with the
greatness of the prize for which they contended,
filled all minds with anxiety, though with differ-
ent expectations. Pompey’s army tarned all
their thoughts to the enjoyment of the victory;
Cassar’s, with sounder judgment, cowidered only
the mcans of obtaining it: Pompey's army de-
pended upon their numbers, and their different
generals; Casur's, upon their own discipline,
and the cenduct of their single commander;
Pompey's partizans hoped much from the justice
of their cause; Cemsar’s alleged thie frequent and

' © unuvailing”



unavailing proposals which they had made for
Jpeace*.

Thus the views, hopes, and motives of both
seemed different, but their animosity and ambi-
tion were the same. Cwsar, who was generally
foremost in offering battle, led out his army in
array to meet the cuemy; but Pompey, cither
suspecting his troops, or dreading the cvent, still
kept his advantagcous situation. (esar, being
unwilling to make an attack at a disadvantage,
resolved to decamp the next day, in expectation
that, as the cnemy would not tail to follow him,
he might find some happier opportumty of com-
ing to an engagement.  Accordingly, the order
for girching was given, and the tents struck,
¥C when intelligence was brought him that
45, Vompey’s army had quitted their ent
U"(.l trenchments, and had advanced rt her
- 5' into the plain than usaal.  This was the
< juneture that Cassar had long wished for,
and trred to hasten.  Causing his tioops, that
were upon their march, to halt, with a coun-
tenance of joy he informed  themy that the
happy time had at last ceme, which was to
cronn their glory, and terminate their fatigues.
ke then drew up lus troops w ovder, and ad-
vanced towards the place of battie.  His forces,
however, pere much inferior to those of Pompey,
whese army dmounted to above forty-five thou-
sand foot, and seven thousand horse; while
Ciesar’s did not exceed twenty-two thousand foot,
and about a thousand horse. This disproportion,

* From the history of this formidable war. as narrated
by the anceuts, it appears that Casar made repeated
wvertures for zecotnmodation, which Pompey, by & bhud
fatality, as constuntiy sparbed.

particularly
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particularly in cavalry, had filled the latter with
some degree of appreliension; wherefore, he had
some time before piched out the strongest and/
nimblest of his foot soldiers, and accustomed
them to fight between the ranks of his cavalry, in
order to supply the deficiency of* their numbers.

Pompey, on the other hand, was too confident
of success; he even boasted in council, that he
could put Ceesar’s legion to flight, without strik-
ing a single blow, presuming that, as soon as
the armies formed, his cavalry, on which he
placed his chief reliance, would out-flank and
surround the encmy. Labienus commended this
scheme of Pompey; and to increase the confi-
dence of the army still more, he took an oath,
in which the rest followed him, never to rcturn
to the camp but with victory. Inthis disposition,
and under these advantageous impressions, the
troops were led to battle,

Pompey drew up his army with skill and
judgment: in the centre, and on the flanks, he
placed all his veterans, and distributed his new-
aised troops between the wings and the main
body. The Syrian legions were placed in the
centre, under the command of Scipio; the Spa-
niards, on whom he greatly rclied, were on the
right, under Domitius Ainobarbus; and o the
lett were stationed the two legions, avhich Cmsar
had restored in the beginning of the war, led on
by Pompey himself; because from thence he in-
tended to make the principal attack ; ant for the
same reason he had asscmbled there all his horse,
slingers, and archers, of whom his right wing,
being covered by the river Enipeus, stood in no
need, Casar likewise divided his army into
three bodies, under three commanders: Domi-

ROME.-=-I1, E tius
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tius Calvinus being placed in“the cenfre. and
‘Mark Antony on the left, while he himselt' led on
the right wing, which was to oppose the left, com-
manded by Pompey. As he observed the ene-
my’s numerous_cavalry to be all drawn to onc
spot, he guessed at Pompey’s intention; to ob-
viate which he made a draft of six cohorts tfrom
his rear line, and forming them into a scparate
body, concealed them behind his right wing,-
with instructions not to throw their javelins at a
distance, but'to keep them in their hands, and

ush them directly into the faces and eyes of the

orsemen, who, being composed of the younger
part of the Roman nobility, valued themsclves
upon their beauty, and dreaded a scar in the
face more than a wound in the body. He, lastly,
placed his small body of cavalry so as to’ cover
the right of his favourite tenth legion, ordering
his right line not to march till they had received
the signal from him. And now, the fate of the
empirec of Rome was to be decided by the
greatest generals, the bravest officers, and the
most expert troops, that the world had ever
scen. Almost every private man in both armies
was capable of performing the duty of a com-
mander, and cach seemed inspired with a reso-
lution to conquer or dic.

As the womies approached, the two generals
went from rank to rank, encouraging their men,
‘raising their hopes, and obviating their doubts.
Pompey represented to his men, that the glori-
ous occasion which they had earnestly solicited
him to grant, was now before them; * and, in-
“ decd,” cried he, ¢ what advantage could you
* wish over an enemy that you arc not now pos-
"% gessed of ? Your numbers, your vigour, a late
; ' * victory,
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victory, allassure a speedy and an casy conquest
of those harassed and broken troops, com-,
posed of men worn out with age, and imprest
with the terrors of a recent defeat.  But there
is still a stronger bulwark for our protection
than the superiority of oar strdngth---the jus-
tice of our cause.  You are engaged in the
defence of liberty and of your country : you
ape supported by its laws, and followed hy ity
magictrates; you have the world spectutors of
your conduct, and wishinz you success: on the
contrary, e whom you oppose is a robber and
a traitor to his country, and almost already
sunk with the consciousness of his crimes, as
well as the bad success of his arms,  Shew,
then, on this occasion, all that ardour and Jde-
testation of tyranny that should animate Ro-
mans, and do justice to mankind.”
Cuwsar, for his part, exhibited to his men that
steady serenity for which he wis so much admired
in the midst of danger. e insisted on nothing
so strongly to his soldiers, as his frequent and
unsuccesstul endeavours for peace. e talked
with horror of the blood he was going to shed,
and pleaded only the necesity that urged him
to the deed. e deplored the many brave men
that were o full on both sides, and the wounds
of his country, whoeser should by victorious:
His soldiers answered his speech with looks of ar-
dour and impatience, on observing which' he
gave the signal to charge. The word on Pom-
pey’s side was, ¢ Hercules the invincible: that
on Camsar’s, ¢ Venus the victorious,” Pompey
ordered his men to rcceive the first shock with-
out moving out of their places, expecting the
cnemy’s ranks to be-put “into disordér by their
: ' E2 motion,
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. motion. Camsar’s soldicrs were now rushing on
with their usual impetuosity, when perceiving
the enemy motionless, they stopped short, as it by
general consent, and halted in the midst of their
career, A teruible pause ensued, in which both
armies continued to gaze upon'each other with
mutual terror and dreadful serenity: at length,
Casar’s men having taken breath, ran furiously
upon the enemy, first dischurging their javelins,
and then drawing their swords. The same me-
thod was observed by Pompey’s troops, who as
firmly sustained “the attack. His cavalry also
were ordered to charge at the very onset, which,
with the multitude of archers and slingers, soon
obliged Ceesar’s men to give ground, and throw
themselves, as he had forescen, upon the flank
of his army: whereupon Casar immediately or-
dered the six cohorts, that were placed as a re-
inforcement, to advance; and repeated his
orders to strike at the encmies’ faces. 'This had
the desired effect; the cavalry, who thought
they were sure of victory, regeived an immediate
check: the unusual method of fighting pursued
by the cohorts, their aiming entircly at the
visages of the assailants, contributed to intimi-
date the enemy so much, that instead of de-
fending their persons, their only endeavour was
"fo save theit faces, A total rout ensued of
their whole budy, which fled in great disorder
to the peighbouring mountaips, while the arch-
ers and. slingers, thus abandoned, were cut to
picces. Casar now communded the cohorts to
‘pursye their success, and advancing, charged
‘ompty’s troops upon the flank: this charge the
enepy withstood for some time with great bra-
/gy, -till he brought up his third line, Whl:d(;
G
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hal not yet engaged, Pompey’s infantry beiuy
thus doubly attacked in front by fresh troops, and
in the rear by the victorious coborts, could na
longer resist, but fled to their camp. The flight
begun among the ausiliaries, though Pompey’s
right wing still valiuntly maintainéd their ground.
Casar, however, being now certain of victory,
with his usual clemency, cried out to pursuc the
strafigers, but to sparc the Romans; upon which
they all laid down theit arms and received

uarter. '

The battle had now lasted from the break of
day till noon, the weather being extremely hot.
Nevertheless, the conquerors did not remit their
ardour, being encourasged by the example of
their general, who thought hus victory not com-
-plete till he was master of his opgonent’s camp.
Accordingly, marching on foot at the head of
his troops, he called upon them to {ollow, and
sirike the decisive blow. The cohorts, which
wereleft to defend thecamp for some time made
4 formidable resistance; particularly a great
number of Thraciass and other barbarous na-
ions, who were appointed for its defence; but
nothing could resist the ardour of Ciesar’s victo-
tious arniy : the camp and trenches were at last
evacuatad, und the survivors escaped to the
mountains, .

Casar, secing the field and camp stgewed with
lus fallen eountrymen, was deeply affected at so
melancholy a spectacle, and exclaimed, as if by
way of justification, ** They would l?we it so.”
Upon entering the cnemy’s camp, etery object
presented fresh instances of the blind presump-
tion and madness of his adversaries: on all sides
were to, be seen tents adorned with ivy and

- " E S " branches
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branches of myrtle, couches covered with pur-
ple, and side-boards loaded with.plate, Every
thing, in short, evinced the most refined luxury,
and seemed rather preparatives for a banquet, or
the rejoicing for a victory, than the dispositions
for u battle. Such a rich assemblage of plunder
night have been able to engage the atteution of
any troops but Casar’s; he, however, would not
permit them to pursue any other object than their
enémies, till they were entirely snhdued. A
considerable body of Pompey’s army having
rallied on the adjacent mountains, Casar began
to enclose them by‘a circumvallation.  But, they
quickly abandoned a post which was not tenable
for want of water, and endeayoured to reach the
city of Larissa. Caxsar, however, leading a
part of his army by a shorter way, intercepted
their retreat, and obliged these unhappy fuai-
tives once more to seek protection from a moun-
tain, washed by a rivulet which supplied them
with water. The victor's troops were almost
spent, and ready to faint with their incessant
toil since mc rning; yet he“frevailed upon them
to renew their labours, and to cut off the
rivulet that supplicd the fugitives; who, thus
deprived of all hopes of succour or subsistence,
sent deputies with an offer of surrendering at
discretion. During this interval of negotiation,
a few senators, who were among them, touk the
advantage of tle night to escape, and the rest
next morning gave up thdir arms, and expe-
rienced the conqueror's clemency. Thus Caesar
by his conduct gained the most complete victory
in the annals of history, and by his great cle-
mency ater the battle, in-sume measure seems
tot'h’ue’ deserved it, Iis loss amoung'ed only to
AN two
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two hindred men; that of Pompey to fifteen
thousand, as well Romans as auxihiarics: twenty-
féur thousand men surrendered themselves pri-
soners of war, the greatest part of which en-
tered into Casar's army. As.to the senators
and Roman knights who fell into his hands, he
generously gave them liberty to retire wherever
they pleased; and the letters which Pompey had
received from several persons who wished to be
thought neutral, he committed to the flames
without reading them, as Pompey had done
upon a former occasion. Thus having performed
all the dutics of & general and a statesman, he
sent for the legiofis which had passed the night
in the camp, in order to relieve those which bad
accompanied him in the pursuit; and being de-
termined to follow Pompey, began his march?
.and arrived the same dey at Larissa, =~ e
+ The courage and conduct for which Pompey
had been so long and justly celebrated, scem
wholly to have forsaken him at this trying crisis.
When he saw his gavalry routed, on which he
had placed his principal dependance, he appeared
berett of reason. Instead of thinking how to
remedy this disorder, by rallying his flying
troops, or by oppusing fresh men to stop the
progress of the conquerors, he returied to the
camp, and in his tent waited th¢ isue of an
cvent, which it was his duty to direet, not to
follow. There he remained for some moments
without speaking, till being told, that the camp
was attacked, ‘ What,” says he, ¢ afe we pur-
“sued to our very entrenchments ?” and imme-
¢ diately quitting his armour for a hiabit more
suited to_his circumstances, he fled on horse-
back to Larissa; perceiving he was not Me::
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slackgned his pace, giving way to all the ago-
uizing reflecgions which the melancholy reverse
of his fortune must naturally suggest. In this
forlorn condition he passed along the vale of
Temwpe, and pursuing the course of the river
Pencus, ut last arrived at a fisherman’s hut, in
which he passed the night. From thence he
went on board a little bark, and kecping along
the sea-shore, he deseried a ship of some bur-
then preparing to sail, in which he embarked,
and landed at Amphipolis; where, finding his
aflairs desperate, he steered to Lesbos, to take
in his wife Cornelia, whom ke had left there,
at a distance from the theatre of the war.  She,
who had long flattered herself with the hopes of
victory, felt the reverse of her fortune m an
agony of distress.---Being desired by the messen-
ger, whose tears, more than words, proclaimed
the greatness of her misfortunes, to hasten, if she
expected to see Pompey, with but one chip, and
even that not his own; her gricf, which Lefere
was violent, became insupportable: she fainted
away, and lay a considerabie time without any
signs of life. At length, recovering heosdlt, wnd
reflecting it was now no ume for vaw lameata-
tions, she ran quite through the city to the se-
side. | Pompey 1eceived her without speslang a
word, and foy some time supported her in his
arms insilent anguish,  When they fuund wordy
for their distress, Cornelia imputed o berselt a
part of the miseries that had come upon them,
and instanced many former misfortunes of her
hfe. Pompey cndeavoured to comfort her, by
representing the uncertainty *of buman  affairs,
and from his present unexpected wretchedness
teachiuy her (0 hope for as unexpected @ turn, of
) good

o
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guod fortune. In the mean time the people of
the island, who had great obligations toq’omp('y,
gathered round them, joined in their grief, and
invited them into their city, Pompey how-
ever declined thicir invitation, and cven ad-
vised them to submit to the cofqueror. ¢ Be
“ under no apprehensions,” cried he, “ Casar
‘“ may be my enemy, but still let mec acknow-
“ ledge his moderation and humanity.”” Cra-
tippus, the Greek philosopher, also came to pay
his respegts.  Pompey, as is but too frequent
with the unfortunate, complained to him- of
Providence. Cratippus wisely declined entering
deeply into the argument, rather satisfied with
supplying new motives to hope, than combating
the present impiety of his despair.

Having tahken in Corelia, he continued his
course, steering to the south-cast; and aftef
touching at a few ports’in his way, came -before
Rhgdes, where he met with an inhospitable re-
ception: thence he proceeded to Atilia, where
he was joined by some soldicrs and ships of
war. However these were nothing against the
power of his rival, from the activity of whose
pursuit he was in continual apprehensions.  Tlis
only hopes, therefore, lay in the assistance of
the kings who were in his alliance, 'and from
thése alone he could expect security atd protec-
tion. He was himsclf inclined to claim the as-
sistance of the Parthians; cthers proposed Juba,
king of Numidia; but he was at last;preyailed
upon to apply to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, to
whose father Pompecy had been a cohsiderable
benefactor.  Accordingly, leaving Cilicia, he
steered for the hingdom of Egypt, and when i
view of the coast of that evuntry: he seat’
implore protection and sufety, Ptolemy was

a i or,’



a minor, and both he aund his kingdom were un-
der the direction of Photinius, an cunuch, end
" Theodotus, a master of rhetoric. Before these.
wretches, Pompey’s request was argued ;--~before
such mean and mercenary persons was to be de-
termined the fate of him, who, buta few days
before, had given law to hingdoms, The opi-
nions of the council were divided : gratitude and
pity inclined some to receive him ; whilst others,
more obdurate or more timorous, were for deny-
ing hi u entrance into the hingdom. At length
Theodotus, with a cruel puhC\, maintained,
that both proposals were cqually dangerous; that
to admit him wis making Pompey their master,
and drawing on them Cansar’s resentment ; and
by not receiving im, they oflended the one,
without obhiging the other: that, therefore, the
only expedient left, was to permit him to land,
and then to hill bim ; this would at onee oblige
Cmsar, and rid them of all apprehensions {from
Pompcvs resentinents: ¢ for,” concluded” he,
with a vulgal and malicious johe, ¢ dead dogs can

“'never bite.”

T'los advice prevailing! Achillas, commander
of the forces, und Septimius, by birth a Ro-
man, who had formerly been a centurion i Pom-
pey’s army, were appointed to curry it nto
escention,  Attended by three or four more,
they went into  a little bark, and rowed to-
wards Pompey’s ship, which lay about a mile
from the shore. When Pompey and his friends
saw the boat moying fiom the shore, they
Began to wonder at the meanness of the prepara~
tions tp receive him; and some even ventured

guspect the intentions of the Egyptian court.

t before any thing could be determined,

Achxllas
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Achillas had reached the ship’s side, and in the
Greek language welcomed him to Egypt. He
then igvitcd him into the boat; alleging, that the
shallows prevented larger vesscls from coming
to receive him. Pompey, having taken an af-
fectionate leave of Cornelia, repeating two ver-
ses of Sophocles, which import, ¢ that he who
¢ trusts his freedom to a tyrant, from that mo-
“ ment becomes a slave,” gave his hand to
Achillas, and stept into the burk, with only two
attendants of his own. They had now rowed
from the ship a considerable distance, and as
during that time they all kept a profound si-
lence, Pompey, willing to hegin the discourse,
uccosted Septimius, whose face he recollected.
 Methinks, friend,” said he, “ that you and 1
“were once fellow-soldiers  together.”  Sep-
timius gave only a nod with his head, without
uttering a word, or instancing the least civility.
Pompey, therefore took out a paper, on which
he had minuted a speech he intended to make
to the king, and began rewding it.  In this man-
ner they approached the shore; and Cornelia,
whose concern had never suffered her to lose
sight of her husband, began to conceive hope,
when she perecived the people on the strand
crowding’ down along the cousts, gas if anxious
to receive him. But her hopes were soun des~
troyed; for that instant, as Pompey rose, sup-
porting himsclf upon his frecdman’s arm, Sep-
timius stabbed him in the buck, and was sc-
conded by Achillas, Y '
Pompey, perceiving his death inevitable, dis-
posed himself to meet it with decency, and co-
wvering his face with his robe, in silence resigned
himself to his fate, At this horrid sight, Cor-
nelia
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nelia shricked so loud as to be heard on shore.
But the danger she was in did not allow the
mariners time to look on; they immediately set
sail; and -the wind proving favourable, they
fortunately escaped the pursuit of the Lgyptiun
galleys,

Pompey’s murderers having cut off his head,
caused it to be embalined, the better to preserve
its features; designing it for a present to Casar.
The body was thrown naked on the strand, and
abandoncd to every insult. However, his faith-
ful freedman, Philip, watched it with a fond at-
tachment; and when the crowd was dispersed,
he washed it in the sea, and perceiving the
wreck of a fishing-boat, he composed a pile to
burn it. While thus piously employed, he was
accosted by an old Roman soldier, who had served
under Pompey in his youth: ¢ Who art thou,”
said he, ¢ that art making these humble prepara-
“ tions for Pompey’s funeral ¥ Philip having
answered that he was once of his freedmen,
 Alas,” replied the soldier, ¢ permit me to share
40 in this honour: among all the miseries of my
“ exile, it will be my last sad comfort, that I
“ have been able to assist at the funeral of my
 old commander, and touch the body of the
‘ bravest general that evér Rome produced.”
Thkey now joined in giving the corpse the last
xites; and collecting the ashes, buried them un-
der a little rising earth, scraped together with
their Lands, over which was afterwards placed
the following inscription: ** He, whose merits de-

% serve a temple, can now scarce find a tomb.*”
Such

% §tappears, fromthe bestauthorities, thatthe beautiful
, standing nearthe spot where Pompey Mhilfa:i
2
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Such was the melancholy end, and such the
mean funeral, of Pompey the Great: 2 man who
had many opportunitics of enslaving his coun-
try, but rejected them all with disdain. He
was fonder indeed of glory than of power, of
praise than command, and was rather vain than
ambitious. is talents in war were inferior on-
ly to those of Ceesar; it was, therefore, his pe-
culiar misfortune to contend with a man, in
whose presence all other military merit lost ifs
lustre. Whether his aims during the last war
were more pure than Ceesar’s, must for ever re-
main doubtful, as they could not be tried by the
event. But certain 1t 13, that he frequently re-
jected all offers of accommodation, and pluming
himself on the superior justice of his cause, be-
gan to forget the instability of fortune, and to
menace before he-possessed the power.  Dut with
whatever mildness he might havoconducted him-
self, in case of victory, it was impossible he could
have exceeded the moderation which Casar
shewed. Pompey, indeed, is generally consi-
dered as the champion of liberty; and therefore
the generous soul sympathizes in his fate; but
the fact is, Rome was become too much de-
praved, and too muchsunk in luxury, any longer
1o be able to preserve its freedom. It unprin-
cipled patricians, and its venal citizens, were
alike pre-disposed for slavery : the Universal re-
laxation of morals required despotic power to
curb.them ; and from this period the Réman em-
pire could not exist without & master.

andwhichisasill honoured with hjs name, wasnojeyected

his memory, butonly appropriated by the admirati
regret of posterity tokeep in remembrancesogtest amen

¥ CHAP;
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CHAP. XIIL

From the Death of Pompey to the Time when Au~
gustus resumed the Reins of the Empire,

HE fortunc of Casar has been commended ;
but his prudence and abilitics scem to have
merited success. At the head of any army, he
would have been victorious; in any republic, he
would have been the first man; for he possessed
the most transcendant talents, and was goaded
on by an insatiable ambition, which demanded
the excrcise of them all. Having gained a
complete victory over his rival, he resolved to
avail himself of it to the utmost, and to pursue
the last advantage. Hearing thut Pompey was
at Amphipolis, he sent oft' his troops before him,
.and then embarked on board a light vessel, in or-
der to cross the Hellespont. In the middle of
the strait, he fell in with one of. Pompey’s com-
manders, at the head of ten ships of war.
Casar knew that it was equally impossible
for him either to fight or fly, and thercfore,
with the greatest gallantry, bore up to him,
and commatided him to sybmit. The other,
awed by the terror of the victor’s name, in-
stantly surrendered himself and his fleet at dis-
cretion, ’

From thence he continued his voyage to Ephe-
sus, and then to Rhodes; and, suspecting that
Pompeyywho had been there, was fled to Egypt,
he instantly set sail for that kingdom, and ar-
e ¢4 Alexandria wjth no more than four
. Ly ke o\ thousand
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thousand men. Upon his landing, the first ac-
counts he received were of Pompey’s miserable
end ; and soon after, one of the murdcrers pre-
seuted his head and ring, in order as he supposed,
to propitiate the conqueror.  But Casar had too
much humanity to be pleased with'such an horrid
spectacle: he turned away from it with disgust;
and, after a short pause, gave vent to his sensibi-
lity n a flood of tears. He shortly after order-
ed a magnificent tomb to be built to his memory,
on the spot where he was murdered ; aud a tem-
ple to be erected near, comnsccrated to Nemesis,
the goddess supposed to take vengeance on those
that oppress the miserable.

The Egytians having dared to violate the
tights of a suppliant in regard to Pompey, con-
ceived a design of emancipating themsclves
wholly from the Roman power. They first be-
gan to take offence at Casar’s currying the en-
signs before him as he entered the city. Pho-
tinus, the eunuch, also treated hun with great
disrespect, and even attempted his lile, Caesar,
however, concegled his resentment till he had
a force suﬂician‘?to punish. this treachery; and
sending privately for (the legions ncarest to
Egypt, he, in the mean time, pretended to re-
pose an.entirc confidence in the king’s min. 71,
making great entertainments, andeasgisting i
the confepences of the philosophers who wer s
great numbers at Alexandria. But go soo .-
was he joined by a sullicient body ol fgices --.sn
he changed his manner, and declared 3l .. 4s &

Roman consul, it was his duty to settie © - .ye-
cession of the Egyptian thronc. . -
It should be premised, that attt: t . -wore

weré two pretenders to the crowit of ~., y:
FQ TN S
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Ptolemy, the acknowledged king; and the ce:
lebrated Cleopatra, his sister; to whom, by the
custom of the country, he also was married;
and who, by his father’s will, shared jointly in
the succession.  Not content with a bare parti-
cipation of power, Cleopatra aimed at governing
alone; but being oppused in her views by the
Roman senate, she was banished into Syria with
Arsinoé, her younger sister. Casar gave her
new hopes of acquiring the government, and
cited both her and her brother to plead their
cause before him. Photimus, the young king’s
guardian, rejected the proposal, and sent an ar-
my of twenty thousand men to besiege Alexdn-
dria, which was then in the possession of the Ro-
mans. Cesar bravely repulsed the enemy for
some time; but finding the city of too %rcaft an
cxtent to be defended by the foree he then
comminded, he retired to the palace whiclt
commanded the harbour, where he purposed
to riake his stand. Achillas, thé Egyptian ge
neral, attacked him there with gredat vigour,
and endeavoured to make himself master of the
flect that lay before the palace# Casar too welt
knew the importance of those ships in the hands
of an enemy; and therefore burned them aﬂl,;
in spite of every effort to prevent him. I8
next possesSed himsclf of the isle of Pharos,
the key to the Alexandtian port; by which
means he was enabled to recéive the supplies
which were sent him, and fo bid defiance to thé
united force of the Egypfians.

_In the mean time Cléopatra, having heard of
the present turn in her favour, Jud?ﬂi it ¢he
wisest way ‘to rely enitirély on the decision 6f Ber
. solf-clected judge. But no ayts, as shé-justlff
: conceived,
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conceivéd, were so likely to influc: o Creser as
the charms of her persor a:a conversation,
which were both extremely seducing. She was
now in the bloom of youth, and every feature bor-
rowed grace from the lively turn of her temper:
to the most engaging address she joined the
most harmonious voice, which the historians of
her time compare to the best tuned instrument,
To hcighten these natural accomplishments, she
possessed a great share of learning, and could
give audience to the ambassadors « i seven dif-
ferent nations without an interpreter.  The chief
difficulty was to gain admittance to Casar, her

* enemies being in possession of all the avenues

that led to the palace. ‘To eflect this, she went
on board a small vessel, and in the evening,
landed ncar the pualace, where, being wrapt
up in a coverlet, she was carried by one Apo-
lodorus into his very chamber. Her address,
at first, pleased him; her wit and undetstand-
ing fanned the flames her cavesses, which were
carried beyond the bounds of innocence, brought
him entircly over to her views.

While Cleopatra wus thus employed, her sister
Arsino¢ was not idle. She bad found means,
by the assistance of one Ganymede, her confis
dent, *o-make a large division in the Fgyptian
army in her favour; and svon afrerby. a sudden
revolution, she caused Achillas to be qanrdered,
and Gauymede to take the command in his stead,
and to carry on the siege with greater vigour
than before, (esar’s diligence countepacted se-
veral of his designs; but at last he mde him-
self master of a bridge which joined the isle of
Pharos to the continent, and it was found fic-

cessary to dislodge him. In the lot of the’
¥3 acticn
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action some mariners, partly through curiosify,
and partly ambition, came and joined the ¢om-
batants; but, being scized with a panic, instantly
fied, and spread a general terror through ti¢
army., Casar’s utmost endcavours to rally hig
forces were vain; the confusion was past ré-
_edy, and numbers were drowned or put to the
sword, in attempting to cscape. In this difem-
o He retired to a ship, in order to reach thé
palace, which was just opposite; but he was no
sovner on board, “than great numbers flocked
after bim: upon which, apprehensive of the
ship’s sinking, he jumped into the sea, and
swam two hundred pacesto the flect that lay be-
fore the palace, holding his own comméntarics
in his left hand above water, and his coat of
mail with his teeth.
~ The Egyptians, finding their cfforts to fake
the palace ineflectual, endeavoured at least to
get their king out of Casar’s power, who had
heen secured in the beginning of the dispute.
For this purpose they praciised their customary
arts of dissimulation, professing the sincerest
desire of peace, and only wanting the pre-
sence of their lawful prince to give a sanc-
tion to the treaty. Casar, though aware of
their perfily, concealed his suspicions, and suf-
fered Ptolemy to' join them; but, the instant
lie was set at liberty, instead of entering into a
treat{, he made every cffort to give vigour to
hostilities. )
_ After being hemmed in for some time by this
aytfal and insidious enemy, Cesar was at last
relieved from his mortifying situation by Mith-
ridates Porgamenus, one of his most faithfal par-
tisans, who came with an armgto his assmngﬁe
. - 'This
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s general, eollectitg a' numerous body of
forces 1 'Syrfa, maréhed info Egypt, .took Pe-
fusium, and’ at’ last joined Caebur, and & great
slaughter of the Egyptians ensued;: Ptolemy
hjmself attempting to escape onsboard a vessel
that was sailing down the river, was drowned
by the ship’s sinking; and Cesar thus became
master of Tgypt, without further opposition.
He then appointed Cleopatra, with her younger
brother, an infant, joint governors, according to
the intent of their father’s will; and drove Arsi-
foé with her general Ganymede into banish-
ment. '

Having addcd this to his other suceesses, Cee-
sar for a time abandoned every object of am-
bition for the charms of Clcopatra. 'Instead of
quitting Fgypt to quell the remasins of em-
pey’s party, he passed whole nights in feasts,
and in all the excesses of high-wrought luxary,
He «cven resolved to attend the queent up the
Nile into Ethiopia; but the brave veterans who
had long followed «his fortune, boldly repre-
hended his conduct, and refused to be partners
in so infumous an expedition. Thus, at length,
roused from his lethargy, he resulved' to sacri-
fice love to glory, and to leave Cleopatra, by
whom he had a son, afterwards naged” Casurio,
in order to opposc Pharnaces, who Bad made
some inroads upon the dominions of Rome, in
the cast. ; .
. This prince, who was the son of the great
Mithridates, anxious to recover his pateraat do-
minions, seized Armenia and Colchis, .and over<
came Domitius, who had been seit against
him. Upon Cwsar's march, however,, to attack
&im, Phurnaces laboured, by all the arts of ne-

gotiation,
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gotiation, to avert the impending danger. Cad
sar, though exasperated. at his crimes and his
ingratitude, at first dissembled with the am-
bassadors; but using all expedition, fell upon the
enemy unexpectedly, and in a few hours ob-
tained an easy and complete victory. Phar-
naces, attempting to take refuge in his capital,
was sluin by one of his own commanders: a
just punishment for his former parricide. This
victory was gained with so much case, that Ce-
sar, in writing to a friend at Rome, expressed
the rapidity of his conquest in three words,
. veni, vidi, vici.~,

Having bestowed the government of Armenia -
upon Ariobarzanes, that of Judea upon Hyr-
canus and Antipater, and that of Bosphorus
upon Mithridates, Cesar embarked for Italy,
where he arrived sooner than his enemices could
expect, butnot before his affairs there absolute-
ly required his presence. 1lc had been, during
his absence, created consul for five years, dictas
tor for oune ycar, and tribune of the people for
life. But Antony, who acfed as his deputy at
Rome, had filled the city with riot and dcbau-
chery; and many commotions ensucd, which
nothing but the opportune arrival of Cicsar could
have appcased. By his moderation and huma<
nity, he sood restored order; and by his im-

artiality to all partics, gradually melted them
nto his own. Having thus confirmed bis au-
thority at home, .he prepared to march into
Africa, where Pompey’s paity had rallied under
Scipio and Cato, assisted by Joba, king of Man-
ritanie. At this crisis, a nutiny broke outin'’s

own army. Those veteran legiors, whe :-d
hitherto conquered all that came b them,
Legan

r b
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Began to murmur, for not having received the
rewards which they had expected for their past
services, and to insist upon their discharge. The
setition broke out in the tenth legion, which till
then had been distinguished by its valour and
attachment to its general. The whole army be-
ing infected with a spirit of insubordination,
marched from Campania towards Rome, pillag-
ing and plundering all the country in their
route. Casar immediately ordered the gates of
the city to be shut, and such troops as were in
readiness, to defend the walls: he then went out
alone to mect the mutineers, notwithstanding
the representation of his friends. Upon coming
into the Campius Martius, where the most tu-
muliuous were assembled, he boldly mounted the
tribunal; and, with a stern air, demanded of
the soldiers whit they wanted, or who had con-
shicted thdm there? A conduct so -resolute
scemed to disconcert the whole band: they be-
gan to palliate their conduct by complaining,
that, being worn oyt with fatigue, they were
gnxious to obtain a discharge. ¢ then take your
discharge,” cried Casar with his usual magnani-
mity; “ and when I' shall have gained new con-
* quests with other troops, I promise ¢hat you
* shall be partdkers in the spoil.” ﬁﬁSo thuch gev
nerosity quite confounded’ the seditios; they
unanimously entreiited his pardon, and-even of-
fered to bé decimated to obtain it. Calsar for &
while séemed to continue inflexible; and at last
granted as a favour what it was His intbrest ear-,
mestly to desire; but ‘the tenth fegion ‘never re-
¢overed his former confidence, which #n-this in-
$tance it had so grossly abused. - - -

v ! Caxsar
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Casar now hastened to land with & small
party in Africa, in order to tace Scipio, leaving
dircctions for the rest of his army to follow
bim. After many movements, and several in-
dccisive conflicts, he resolved at last to come
to a general action. For this purpose he in-
vested the city of Tapsus, assuriug himself that
Scipio would attempt itsrelief. The latter, join-
ing with the young hingof Mauritania, advanced
with his army, and encamping near Cesar, they
soon came to an engagement, Casar’s for-
tune attended him; the enemy reccived a com-
plete and final overthrow, with little or no loss
on his.side. Juba and Petreius killed ecach
other in despair; Scipio, attempting to escape
by sea into Spain, fell in among the enemy, and
was sluin: and now, of all the generals of that
unfortunate party, Cato alone remained.

This extraordinary man, whom no prosperi-
ty could clate, nor misfortue depress, having
retired into Africa after the battle of Pharsalia,
had led the wretched remains of Pompey’s
army through burning deserts infested with
serpents, and was now in the city of Utica,
which he had been left to defend. Still in
love with even the appearance of the Roman
government, he had formed the principal citizens
into a senaie; and conceived a resolution of
holding out the town. He accordingly assembled
his senators, and demanded their opinion, whe.
ther they should defend this last city that owned
the cause of freedom? ¢ If,” said he, “ you
‘ are willing to submit to Casar, I must ac-
¢ quiesce ; but, if you are willing to hazard the
“ dangers of defending the last remains of li-

“«© berty,
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*“’berty, -let me be your guide and companion
“ in so great an enterprise.  Rome ias often re-
“ covered from greater calamitics than these;
“ and therc arc many motives to encourage our
“ attempt. Spain has declared in our cause;
““and Rome itself bears the yoke with indig-
“ nation. With respect to the hazards we must
‘ encounter, why should they terrify us? Ob-
“ serve our encmy: he braves every danger, and
¢ encounters every fatigue, to undo mankind, and
“ make his country wretched; and shall we
¢ scruple to suffer a short interval of pain, in
“a cause so glorious?” This specch had at
first a surprising effect; but the enthusiasm for
liberty soon subsibing, he found it was vain to
attempt to animate men to be free, who seemed
naturally prone to slavery. lle therefore desired
some of his fricnds to save themsclves by sea, and
advised othcrs to rely upon Casar’s clemency;
observing, that, as to himself, he was at last
victorious. After this, supping cheerfully among
his fricnds, he retired to his apartment, where he
behaved with unusual tenderness to his son, and
to all his friends. When he came into his bed-
‘chamber, he laid himself down, and with deep
attention read for some time, Plato’s Dialogue
on the Immortality of the Soul. Happening,
however, to cast his eyes to the hegd of his bed,
he was much surprised not to find his sword
there, which had been removed by his son’s or-
der. Upon this, calling one of his dorhestics to
know what was become of it, and recelvileg no an-
swer, he resumed his studies; but some time af-
ter renewed his enquiries about hissword. ' When
he had done reading, and perceiving that no-
body obeyed him, he called all hig domestics ?ne
after



after the other, and, with a peremptory air, de-
manded his sword once more. 1lis son entered
soon after, and with tears besought him, in the
most humble and afiectionate manner, to change
his resolution; but, receiving a stern reprimand,
he desisted from his persuasions.  His sword be-
ing at length brought him, he appeared tran-
quil, and cricd out, * Now am I master of mny-
% self.” lle then took up the book again, which
he read twice over, and fell into a profound
sleep. Upon waling, he called to one of his
freedmen, to hnow if his friends were embarked,
or if any thiug yet remained that could be done
to assure their safety. The freedman informing
him that all was quict, he was ordered agiin to
leave the rgom; and Cato was no sooner alone
than he stabbed himself: but the wound nut
being immediately mortal, with a fierceness of
resolution, he tore out his own bowels, and ¢y
pired with stoical apathy; tarnishing by tlug
suicide all his former glory; for much casier is
it to escapedrom life than to bear the presence
of ills with fortitude and.resignation, qualitics
which Cate evidently wanted.

Thus died Cato; anan, who, in all but the
last action of his life *, wus one of the most faylt-
less characters regorded in the Roman bistory.
He was scvere, but not cruel; and ready to par-
don much greater faults in others than he could
forgive in himself. His haughtiness and austerity
seemed rather the effect of principle than naturgl

# As some extenuation of Catc's conduct, though false
pripciples ought not to excuse it, it may(be alleged that
the stoics, whose tenets he follov'ved, maintained, ¢ that
life was only a gift, which might be returned to the dones,
when the prescnt was no longer grateful.” :
. constitution ;
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copstitution; for no man was more hamane to
his dependents, or better loved by those about
him. The coustancy of his opposition to (asar,
proceeded from a thorough conviction of the in-
Justice of his cause; and from his own uncon-
querable love of freedom. .

This cvent terminating the war in Afvica, Coe-
sar returncd in triumph to Rome; and, as if he
bad abridged all his former triumphs only to in-
crease the splendour of this, the citizens were
astonished at the magnificence of the proces-
sion, and the number of the countries he had
subdued, It lasted four days: the first was for

. Gaul, the second for Igypt, the third for his
victories in Asia, and the fourth for that over
Juba in Africa. Ilis veterans, covered with sears,
attended their triumphant general, crowned with
laurels to the capitol. To every onc of these he
gave a sum cquivalent to about a hundred and
tifty pounds of our money; double that sum to
the ceuturions; and four times as much to the
superior officers. The citizens also participated
in his bounty; to cwery one of whom he dis-
tributed ten bushels of corn, ten pounds of oil,
and a sum of money of the value of about two
pounds sterling,  After this, he entertuined the
people at above twenty thousand tables, and ex-
hibited a combat of gladiators, w§ich drew a
concourse of spectators from evéry part of Italy.

The people, intoxicated with the allirements -
of pleasure, and forgetting that they were the
mere gilding of slavery, seemed eager ‘only to
find out new modes of homage, and “unusual
epithets of adulation. Cesar was now created
IH w title, Magistcr Morum, or master of
the™orals of the people; he received the t.i;{z;

T e o
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of Emperor and Father of his Country; his per-
son was declared sacred’ and, in short, upon
him alone devolved for life all the great dig-
nitics of the 'statc*. lle immediately began
his reign by pepressing vice and encouraging
virtue. IIc committed the power of judicature
to the senators and the knights alone; and by
many sumptuary laws restrained the scandalous
luxuries of the rich. Ile proposed rewards to
the parents of a numerous oftspring, and took
the most prudent methods of re-pcopling the

cit{, which had been exhausted by civil broils.
Taving thus settled affairs at Rome, he again
found himself under a necessity of going into
Spain, to oppose an army which had been raised
there under the two sons of Pompey, and La-
bienus, his former general. He proceeded in this
expedition with his usual celerity, and arrived
in Spain before the enemy thought him yet de-
parted from Rome' Cneius and Sextus, Pom-
pey’s sons, profiting by their unhapp{ father’s
example, resolved as much as possible to pro-
tract the war; so that the %irst operations of the
two armies were spent in sieges and fruitless at-
tempts to surprisc cach other. Casar, however,
after taking many cities from the enemy, and
pursuing Pompey with unwearied pérseverance,
A, ¢, 0t ldst compelled him to come to a battle
‘40, Upon the plains of Munda. Pompey drew
U.C u{» his men by break of day, upoa the de-
7.08. clivity of aﬁy hill, with great exactness
* and order. Cesar drew up his men like-

* As Pontifex Maximus, or high-priest, he set about
seforming the calendar, audthe regulations he established
ato not yet wholly superseded.

: wise.
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wise in the plain below, and, after advancing
little way fromn his trenches, grdered them to.
make a halt, expecting the enemy to come down
from the" hill. ‘'T'his delay muade Casar’s sol-
diers begin to murmur, while Pogipey’s with full
vigour poured down upon them, and a dreadful
conflict ensued. The first shock was so dread-
ful, that Casar’s troops, who had hitherto been
used'to conquer, began to waver, He had often
fought for glory, hut here he fought for life,
and threw himself several times into the thickest
of the battle. ¢ \What,” cried he, ¢*are you go-
‘“ing to surrender your general, who is grown
‘ grey in fighting at your head, to a parcel of
“ boys?” ‘The tenth legion, willing to recover
their general’s lost estcem, exerted themselves
with more than usual bravery; and a party of
horse being detuched by Tabicnus from the
camp in pursuit of & hody of Numidian cavalry,
Cisar cried aloud, ¢ They are ficeing.” This
cry instantly spread itself throu%h both armies,
exciting the one as_much as it depressed the
other; now, therefore, the tenth legion pressed
forward, and a total rout, with desperate valour,
ensued.  Thirty thousand men were killed on
Pompey’s side, and amongst them was Labicnus,
whomn Casar ordered to be buried with the fu-
neral honours of a general officer.  ¥neius Pom-
pey escaped with a few horsemen to the sca-side,
but finding his passage intercepted by Casar's
lieutenant, he was obliged to seck for & retreat
in an obscure cavern. There, wounded and
destitute of all kinds of succour, he patiently
awaited the approach of the enemy. .He was
quickly discovered: by some of Cmsag’l troops,
who presently cut off his head and brought it

G 2 to
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to the conquerer.  His brother Sextus, however,
concealed himself so well, that he escaped all
pursuit.

-Cwxsar having by this decisive battle van-
quished all his open enemies, he returned to
Rome, for the last time, to reccive new dig-
nities and lronours, and to enjoy in his own per-
sor an accumulation of all the great offices of the
state.  Still, however, he affected great meo-
deration in the enjovment of his power ; he left
the consuls to be nuned by the people; but, as
he possessed all the authority of the office, it
from that time began to sink into contempt.
He cnlarged the number of senators; but,
as he had previously destroyed their power,
their dignity was lost. Having first deprived
those who bad borne arms against him of all
means of resistance, he gave “them a general
pardon. He even set up once more the statues
of Pompey, which had been thrown down. In
short, if his clemency, his justice and mo-
deration, did not proceed, from principle, yet
they had all the cffects of virtues, as fur as the
puhhc was concerned,

‘The Roman people at this time having no
war of any consequence on their hands, Ciwsar
set about arlorning the city with magnificent
buildings: he rebuilt Carthage and Corinth;
sending colonics to both cities; he undértook to
level several mountains in Italy, to drain the
Pentine marshes near Rome, and designed to
cut through the isthmus of Peloponnesus, Thus,

ith & mind that could never retnain mactive,
;e meditated projects and designs benond the
Timits of the longest lifes but the greatest of all
was his -intended expedition aganst the Par-

0 thilins,
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thians, by which he designed to revenge the
death of Crassus who having penetrated too far
into their .gountry, was overthrown, himself
tuken prisoner, and put to death, by baving
molten gold poured down his throat, as a pu-
nishment for his former avarice. Thence Ce-
sar intended to pass through Hyrcania, and
enter, Scythia along the banks of the Caspian
sca; then to open himself a way through the al-
most impenctrable forests of Germany into
Gaul, and so return to Rome. These were tho
aims of ambition or glory; but the jealousy of a
few individuals destroyed them ally,

" The scnate, with an adulation which marked
the degencracy of the times, continued to load
him with fresh honours; and he received them
with equal vanity. They called one of the
months of the year after his name ; they stamped
woney with his image; they ordered his statue
to be set up in all the citics of the empire; they
instituted public sacrifices on his birth-day;
and talked, even in.his life time, of enrolling
him among the*number of their gods.  Antony,
at one of their public festivals, foolishly ventured
to offer him a diadem; but he put it away se-
veral times; receiving, at cvery refusal, loud ac-
clamations from the people. Ong day, how-
ever, when the senate ordered him some par-
ticular honours, he neglected to rise from his
scat; and from that moment cnvy began to
mark him for destruction. Mankind are ever
more prone to tahe offence at insult ¢han in-
jury. It began, therefore, to be rumoured, that
he intepded to make himself king; and, though
in fact he was possessed of the power, the peo- -
ple could not endure the name. Whether he

¢'3 really
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really designed to assume that empty honour
must now for ever remain a secret ; but, when
informed by those about him of tie jealousies
of many persons who envied his power, he de-
clared, ¢ Thet he had rather die once by trea-
“son, taan hve continually in apprehension
“of it.” Being advised to beware of Brutus,
in whom he had for some time reposed the great-
est confideince, he opened his breast, all scarred
Wwith wounds, saying, “ Can you think Brutus
*¢ cares for such poor pillage as this?” and
being one night at Supper, as his friends dis-
puted among themselves what death was easiest,
he replied, ¢ That which was most sudden,
und least expected.” Amidst this confidence
and composure, however, a deep-laid conspi-
racy was absolutely in agitation against him,
eonsisting of no less than sixty senators; at the
head of whom were Brutus, whose life Casar
bud spared after the battle of Pharsalia; and
Cassius, who was pardoned soon after; both
praetors for the present year, Brutus always
valued himself on his descent from that Bru-
tus who first gave liberty to Rome. The pas-
sion for frcedom scemed to have been trans-
mitted down to him with the blood of his an-
cestors. Byt though he detested tyranny, yet
he could not forbear loving the tyrant,” from
whom he had reccived the most signal benefits,
and who besides was 2 man in himself-to be
loved. Iowever, at last patriotism broke all
the ties’ of private fricndship, and he entered
into a conspiracy which was to destroy his be-
fefactor. Cassius, on the other hand, was im-
s ‘and proud, and hated Cwmsar’s person
“ifiore than his cause. He ‘hud eften sought
an
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an opportunity of gratifying his rcvenge by as-
sassination, which took rise rather fram private
malignity than from public virtue.

The conspirators, in order to give a colour of
justice to their proceedings, put off the execution
of their designs to the ides of March, on which
Cicsar was to be offcred the crown. The augurs
had .foretold that this day would be fatal to
him; and the night preceding he heard his wife
Calphurnia lamenting in her sleep; and being
awakened, she counfessed to him, that she dream-
ed of his being assassinated in her arms.  These
omens, in some measure, began to change his
intention of attending the scnate that day, as he
had designed; but one of the conspirators com-:
ing in, prevailed wpon him to keep his resolu-
tion, by bantering his superstition, and de-
scribing the preparations that were made for his
appearatice.  As he proceeded to the senate, a
slave hastened "to carry him information of the
conspiracy, but could not come near him for
the crowd. Artamidorus, a Greek philosopher,
who hud discovered the whole plot, delivered
him a memorial; but Ceesur gave it, with other
Ppupers, to one of his secretaries without reading.
Huving at length entered the scnate-house,
where the conspirators were prepargd to reccive
him, he met Spurina, an augur, who had fore-
told his danger, to whom he said, smiling,
““ Well, Spurina, the ides of March are come.”
 Yes,” replied the augur, ¢ but they are not
‘“ yet over.” As soon as he had tukenciis place,
the conspirators came near him under pretence
of saluting him; and Cimber, who wjs one of
them, approached in a suppliaut postiire, pre~
tending to sue for his brother’s pardon, who bl;:d

n
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becn banished by his order. All the conspirators
seconded him with great carnestness; and Cim-
ber, sceming to sue with still greater wbmission,.
took hold of the bottom of his robe, holding
him so as to prevent his rising. This was the
signal agreed on. Casca, who was behind,
stabbed him, though slightly, in tho shoulder.
Cesar instantly turned round, and with the style
of his tablet, wounded him in the arm. How-
cver, all the conspirators being now roused, and.
cnclosing him round, he received a second stab
from an unknown hand in the breast, while Cas~
sius wounded him in the face, He still defended
himselt with great vigour, rushing among them,
and throwing down such as opposed him, till ho
saw Brutus * among the censpirutors, who, com-
ing up, struck his dagger into his thigh. I'rom
that moment Ceasar thought no more of de-
fending himself, but looking steadfastly on him,
exclaimed, *‘ And you too, my son!” Then
covering his head, and spreading his robe be-
fore him, in order to fall with greater decency,
he sank down at the basc of Pompey’s statue,
after receiving threc-and-twenty wounds trom
bands which he vainly supposed had been dis-
urmed by his bencfits, or awed by his power.
Cmesar was killed in the fifty-sixth year of his
age, and about fourteen years after he began
the conquesg.of the world, -In his progress and
in his fate, we behold all that can gratify am-
bition, snd all that can deter tyranny. No

% Even by those who consider Ctesvr as a tyrant, the
conduct of Brutus cannot be excused. ‘To receive favours,
and thets Wb prove ungrateful fi r them, marks a baseness

miud that no public virtue can rendet amiabie.

power
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u
power odp Le safe that is not voluntarily con-
ferred; and that homage is always to be sus-

pected which is paid to usurped authority, %&
The death ot Cwear produced a crisis in hu-
man atfuirs, which was never known before:
there was no longer any tyrant, and yet liberty
was extinguished; for the causes which bad
contributed to its destructiow still subsisted to,
prevént its revival. The senate had so often
made.an ill use of their power, that the people
shuddeied at the thought of trusting them with
it again. In short, a mutual jealousy prevailed,
and patriotisin was no more. .
As soon as the conspirators had dispatched
Casar, they began to address themselves to the
senate, in order to vindicate the motives of their
enterprise, and to excite them to join in procur-
ing their country’s freedom; but the universal
coldness with which their expostulations were
reccived, soon taught them to fear that their
conduct would find few advocuates, and. fewer
supporters.  All the senators, who were not
accomplices, fled; ahd the people slse, being
now alarmed, left their usual occupatiops, and
ran tumultuously through the city; some ac-
tuated by their fears, and others by a desire of
plunder. | In this siate of confusion, the .conspi-
1ators all retired to the capitol, and guagded is
accesses by a body of gladiators which, Brutus
had in pay. It was in vain they olleged that
they only struck for freedom, and had killed-a-
tyrunt who usurped the rights of mankind, The
puople, accustomed to luxury and ease, little
regurded their professions, dreading mpre the
dangers of poverty than the infamy of slavery,
The friends of the late dictator, wifo had im-
bibed bis principles and were not warned by his
fate,



fo ROME.
fate, now began to conceive views of ambitien,
and to push them under thé veil of justice. Of
this ngmber was Antony, a man of moderate
sbilities and excessive vices; ambitious of power,
only because it gave his pleasures a wider range ;
but skilled in war, to which he had been trained
from his youth. He was consul for this year,
énd resolved, with Lepidus, 2 man of a similar
disposition, to scize this opportunity of gaining
that power which Cassar bad died tor usurping.
idus took possession of the Forum, with a
band of soldiers at his devotion; and Antony,
being consul, was permitted to command them.
Their first step was to possess themselves of
all Cesar’s papers and money; and the next to
convene the senate, in order to determine that
delicate question, Whether Cwsar had been a
legal magistrate, or a tyrannical usurper; and
whether those who killed him merited rewards
or punishments? There were many among
them who had received all their promotions
from Cxsar, and had acquired large fortunes
in cdnsequence of his appointments. To vote
him an usurper, therefore, would be to endan-
their property; and yet to declare him
Mnocent, might cndanger the state. In this
dilemma, they seemed willing to reconcile ex-
tremes ; they approved all the acts of Cesar, and
yet granted & gencral pardon to the conspirators
against him.
' This decrce was very far from giving Antony
sdtisfaction, as it granted security to a number
of men‘'who werc the avowed encmies of tyranny.
As, however, the senate had ratified all Cesar's
acts without distinction; he formed a'scheme,
upor this, of making him rule, when dead, as
' imperiously
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imperiously when be was living. Being, as was
said, posscssed of Casars papers, he so far
gained upon his sccretaty, as to make him
insert whatever he thoﬁgl’x't proper. By these
means, large sums of money, which Czsar would
never have bestowed, were said to be distributed
among the people; and every man who had any
seditious designs @gainst the government was
there sure of finding a gratuity. Things being
in this forwardness, he demanded that Casar’s
funeral obsequies should be performed. Accord-
ingly, the body being brought forth into the
Forum with the utmost solemnity, Antony, who
charged himself with these last duties of friend
ship, began his operetions upon the passions of
the people by the prevailing motives of private
interest. Hec first read to them Casar’s wil), in
which he had left Octavius, his sister’s grand-
son, his heir, permitting him to take the name
of Cmsar; and three parts of his private fortune
Brutus was to inherit iu case of his death. The
Roman people were left the gardens which he
had on the other side of the Tibery qnd every
citizen, in particular, was to receive thiee bun-
dred sesterces, This last bequest not a little
contributed to rivet the people’s affection for
their late dictator; they now began to consider
him as a father, who, not satisfied with doiug
them the greatest good while living, thought of
benefiting them cven after death. As; Antony
cantinued reading, the multitude beggn to be
moved, and sighs and lamentations wege heard
from every quarter. Antony, seeing the au-
dience favourable to his designs, now began to
address the assembly in a more pathetic strain:
he presented before them Cwsar’s bloody rol:;i

a
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and then displaying an image which to them
sppearcd the body of Casar all covered with
wounds, ¢ This,” cried he, * this is all
¢ that is left of him who was befriended by the
‘ gods, and lgved by mankind even to adora-
*tion. Thisis he to whom we vowed eternal
* fidelity, and-whose person both the senate and
*¢ the people eoncurred to doclare sacred. B~
*hold now the execution of these vows! bthold
¢.hefe the proofs of our gratitude! The bravest
“ of men destroyed by the most ungrateful of
¢ mankind! He, who showered down his hene-
¢ fits upon the betrayers, found his death as the
““only return! Is there none to revenge his cause ?
¢ Is therc none who, mindful of former benefits,
“ will shew himself now deserving of them?
#.Yes, there is one: DBchold me, O Jupiter,
¢ thou uvenger of the brave, ready to offer up
“ my life on this glorious occasion! And you,
“.ye deitics, protectors of the Roman empire,
¢ accept my solemn vows, and favour the ree-
¢ titude of my intentions!” The people could
now no longer contain théir indignation; they
unanimously cried out for revenge:* The sol-
diers who had fought under Casar, burnt, with
his body, their coronets, and other 4parks of
conquest with which he had honoured {thz. A
great numbier of the first matrons In*is;viry
threw in their ornaments also; till, ‘at length,
rage succeeding to sorrow, the multitude ran,
with flaming brands from the pile, to set fire to
the conspirators’ houses. In this rage of resent-
mient, meeting with one Cinina, whom they
mistonk for another of the ‘same name who
was in the conspiracy, they tore him in picces.
‘The canspirators themselves being well guu:deii,
- easily
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casily repulsed the multitude; but perceiving
the rage of the pcople, they thought it safest
to retire from the -city. The populace, thus
left to themsclves, set no bounds to their sor-
1ow and gratitude.  Divine honours were
granted to Casar; an altar was erccted on the
place where his body was burnt; and after-
wards a column, inscribed to the father of his
country.

In the mean time, Antony, who had excited
this flame, resolved to convert it to his own ad-
vantage. llaving pained the people, by his zeal
in Casar’s cause, he next endeavoured te bring
over the senate, by a seeming concern for the
freedom of the state. 1lle therefore proposed to
recpl Scxtus, Pompey’s only remaining son,
who had concealed himself in Spain since the
acath of his father, and to grant him the com-
mand of all the fleets of the empire. His next
step to their confidence, was by quelling a sc-
dition of the pcople who rose to revenge the
death of Cesar, and,putting their leader, Ama-
tius, to dcath, who pretended to be the son of
Marius. After this, pretending to drcad the re-
scntment of the multitude, he demanded a guard
for the security of his person. The senate granted
his request; and, under this pretegt, he drew
round him a body of six thousund resvlute men,
attached to his interest, and ready to execute
his commands. Thus he continved eyery da
making rapid styides to absolute power; all
the authority of ‘government was lodgéd in his
hands and tf; of his two brothers; the con-
sular, tribuifi#flan, and pratorian powers. Ilis
wows to revenge Cesar’s death scefned either
postponed, or totally forgotten; and his only

ROME.~1I. H aims
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aims secmed to be to confirm himsell in that
ower,  which he had thus artfully” acquired.
t an obstacle to his ambition’ arose from
a quarter in which he least eapected it
This was from Octavius Cuwsar, afterwards
surnamed Augustus, by which title we shall
henceforward designate him. He was the grand
nephew and adopted son of Casar, and hap-
pencd to be at Appolfonia wheht his kirsman
was slain. Ile was then but eighteen years old 5
and was engaged in a course of study. Upon
the news of Caesar’s death, however, he resolv-
ed to return to Rome, to claim the inheritance,
and revenge the fate of his uicle. In Antony
he expected to find a zealous coadjutor; but
he was greatly dwsappointed.  Antony, who
had formed other designs, gave him but a very
cold reception ; and instead of granting him the
fortune left him by the will, delayed the pay-
ment of it upon various pretences, hoping to
check hisambition by limiting his circumstances.
But, Augustus scems to have inherited, not onl
the wealth, but the spirit 8t his uncle: instca(?:
therefore, of abating his ¢laims, he even sold
his own patrimonial estute, to pay such legacies
8s Cewesar had left; and particularly that to the
people. By these means he gained a degree of
popnlarity,dwhich his enemics vainly laboured
to dimitish; and which, in fact; nature had
formed him to acquire. His conversation was
elegant and insinvatirig; his face comely and
graceful ; and his affection to the late dictator so
sincere, ‘that every person was charméd, either
with his piety or Kis address, Byt what added
still more to his interest, was the iame of Casar,”
waichehe had assumed; and, in comequeu;e'of
A whi
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which, thie former followers of his uncle now
flocked in grest numbers to him. These he
managed with such art, that, while he gained
their affections, he never lost their esteem; so
that Antony now began to conceive a violent
Jjealousy for the talents of  his young opponent,
and certainly not without reason.  In short, the
state avas divided into three distinet factions:
that of Augustus, who aimed at procuring
Ceesar’s inheritance, and revenging his death:
that of Antony, whose sole view was to obtain
absolute power; und that of the conspirators,
who endeavoured to restore the senate to itsfors
‘mer authority, and thus to re-establish liberty,

Antony, being raised by the people to the go-
vernment of Cisalpine Guul, contrary to the in-
clinations of the scnate, resolved to enter upon his
proVince immediately, and oppose Brutus, who
commanded a small body of troops there, while
his ariny was yet entire.  Iie accordingly left
Rome, and marching thither, commanded Brutus
to depart. Brutus, Jeing unable to oppuse
him, retired with his forces; but being pursued
by Antony, he was at last besieged in the city of
Mutina, .

Meanwhile Augustus, who had gaincd over s
body of ten thousand men, returnedgto Rome ;
and being resolved, before he attempted to
execute vengeance on the conspirators, it pos-
sible, to diminish the power of Antony, began
by bringing over the senate to second his designs.
In this he succreded, chiefly by the eredit of
Ciccro, who had long been inimical to Antony’s
views, Accordingly, by his persuasion, a de-
cree passed, ordering Antony,to raise-the siege
of Mutine, to cvacuate Cisalpine Gaul, and

B2 to
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to await the further orders of the senate upon
the banks of the Rubicon. Antony treated the
decree with contempt; and, instead of obeying,
began to profess, that he had been already too
submi<sive. Nothing now, thercforc, remained
for the scnate, but to declarc him an cnemy
to the state, and to send Augustus, with the
army he had raised, to curb his insolence.
Augustus was very ready to offer his ser-
vices for this expedition, in order to revenge
his own private injuries, before he undertook
those of the public. The two consuls, Hirtius
and ,Pansa, joined all their forces; and thus
combined, they marched, at the head of a nu--
mcrous army, against Antony, into Cisalpine
Gaul. He, on his part, was not slow in oppos-
ing them. Afterone or two ineffectual conflicts,
both armics came to a gencral engagement; in
which Antony was defeated, and compelled to
fiee to Lepidus, who commanded a bady of forces
in Further Gaul. This victory, however, pro-
duced cffects very different from the expectations
of the scnate. The two consuls were mortally
wounded ; but Pansa, previvusly to his death,
calling Augus:.us to his bed-side, advised him
to join with Antony, telling him, that the senate
anly desired to depress both, by oppesing them
to cach otlfer. The advice of the dying consul
made ‘s deep impression on the mind of Augus-
tus: s that, from that time, he only sought a
pretext to break with the senate, e was wil-
ling, however, to sound thepsthoroughly, be-
fore he came to an open rupture ; wherefore he
sent to demand the consulship, which was re-
fused him.  Ile then thought limself nut obliged
to heep measures with that assembly, but pri-

vately
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vately entered into a negotiation with Antony
and Lepidus, concerning a junction of forces,
and found thein as cager to assist, as the senate
was to oppose him. Assured of the assistance
of Augustus upon their arrival 4n Italy, they
soon crossed the Alps, with an army of seven-
teen legions, breathing revenge against all their
oppoaents.

The senate now began, too late, to perceive
their error, in daring to disoblige Augustus.
T'o atone for it, they gave him the consul- A C
ship, which they had so lately refused, "¢~
with powers superior to all law. The

"first use Augustus made of his new authority,
was to procure u decree for the condemnation of
Brutus and Cassius; and, in short, to join his
forces with those of Antony and Lepidus.

The first mceting of these three usurpers
was near Mutina, upon a little islund of the
river Panarus, in order that neither might
be circumvented by the others, Lepidus first
entered ; and, finding all things safe, made the
signal for the other two —to approuch. They
cembraced each other; and Augustus began
the conference, by thanking Antony for his
zeal, in putting Decimus Brutus to death; who
being abandoned by his army, hadgbeen taken,
and beheaded by Antony’s command. The
then entered upon the business that lay before
thews, without any retrospect of the past.
Their conference lasted three days; and, in
this time, they fixed a division of the govern-
ment, and determined the fate of millions. To
contemplate these men’ scated, without attend-
ants, on & desolate island, marking-out whole
cities and pations for destruction, and yet noné
* ’ H3 to
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to oppose their designs, shews what changes may
quickly be wrought in the bravest people in a
very short time, and that the age of Fabricius
and Cato was no more. The result of their con-
ference was, that the supreme authority should
be lodged in their hands, under the title of the
Triumvirate, for the space of five years; that
Antony should have Gaul; Lepidus, Spain;
and Augustus, Africa and the Mediterranean
islands,  As for ltaly, and the eastern provinces,
they were to remain in common, until their ge-
neeal enemy was entirely subdued.  But the last
article of their union deserves execration ; it was
agreed, that all theiy enemics should be destroy-
ed, of which caclr presented a list. In these
were comprised, not only the enemies, hut the
friends of the triumvirate, since the particans of
the one were often found among the opposers of
the other. Thus Lepidus gave up lus brother
Paulus to the vengeance of Lis colleague; An-
tony permitted the proscription of his uncle
Lucius; aund Augustus, to- his cternal infamy,
sacrificed the immortal Cicero.  Three hundred
senators, and above two thonsand knights, were
included in this horrible proscription; their for-
tunes were confiscated, and their murderers en-
riched with the spoil. | Rome soon felt the efivets
of this infernal union; nothing but cries and la-
mentations were to be heard through all the
city. None dared to refuse entrance to the as-
sassins, although he had no other. hopes of
safety; and this city, that was once the beauty
of the world, scemed now reduced to desolation

by the deliberate malice of an intamous trio.
In . this horrid carpage, Cicero was one of
those principally sought after, For a while he
; evaded
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cvaded the malice of his pursuers! and set for-
ward from his Tusculan villa, towards the sca-
side, with an intent to transport himself directly
out of the rcach of his enemics. There finding
a vessel ready, he presently embarked; but the
winds being averse, and the sea wholly uneasy
to him, he was obliged to land, and spend the
night upon shore, 'Thence he was forced,
by the impunity of his servants, on board
again ; but weary of life, and declaring he was
resolved to dic in that country which he had <o
often saved, he soon went ashore, and proceeded
to one of his own country seats in the vicinity.
Here he slept soundly for some time, till his
servants once more forcibly bore him away in a
litter towards the ship, having heard that he was
pursued, They were scarcely departed, when
the assassins arrived at his house, and, perceiving
him to be fled, pursued him immediately to-
wards the sea, and overtook him in a wood that
lay near the shore. Their leader was one Popi-
lius Lenus, a triburfe of the army, whose life
Cicero had formerly defended and saved.  As
soon as the soldiers appeared, the servants pre-
paved to defend their master’s life, at the hazard
of their own: but Cicero commanded them to
set him down, and to make no resist¥nce. They
cut off his head and his hands, returning with
these to Rome, as the most agreeable preyent to
their cruel employer.  Antony, who was then
at Rome, received them with extreme joy, re-
warded the murderer with a large suth of mo-
ney, and placed Cicero’s head on the “rostrum ;
from which he had often declaimed against
tyranng and oppression. Cicero was slain in the
sixty-third year of his age; but not until he had

seer,
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scen his country ruined before him. * The
“ glory he obtained,” says Julius Cesar,” * was
“ us much above all other triumphs, as the ex-
¢ tent of the Roman genius was above that of
~ the bounds of the Roman empire.”

Thus the proscription went on to rage for
some time with unabated fury. As many as
could escape its cruelty either fled into Mace-
donia to Brutus, or found refuge with young
Pompey, who was now in Sicily, and covered
the Mediterrancan with his numerous navy. At
last, both the avarice and vengeance of the
‘I'mumviri scemed to be fully glutted: they went
into the senate to declare that the proscription
was at an end; and Augustus and Antony,
leaving Lepidus to defend Rome in their ab-
sence, marched with their army to oppose the
conspirators, who were now ut the head of a
forn.idable army in Asia.

Brutus and Cassius, the principal of the
conspirators against Casar, being driven from
Rome, went into Greece, where they persuaded
the Roman students at Athens to declare for the
ciuse of freedom. They then parted; and the
former raised a powerful army in Macedonia, and
the adjacent countries, while the lutter went into
Syria, wher® he soor. mustered twelve legions,
and reduced his opponent, Dolabells, to such
straits as to force him to lay violent hands on
himself. Both armies soon after joining at Smyr-
ne, such a formidable force began to revive the
declining spirits of the party, and to unite the
two generals more closely than ever. Having
quitted Italy like distressed exiles, they now
found themselves at the head of a floyrishing
army, ‘and in a condition to support a contest,

) where
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where the empire of the world depended on the
event. This astonishing success in raising levics
was chiefly owing to the justice, moderation,
and humanity of Brutus, who, in every instance,
secmed studious of the happiness of his country,
regardless of his own.

It was in this flourishing state of their affuirs,
that the conspirators fcrmed a resolution of
going against Cleopatra, who was wholly in
the interest of their opponents. ~ They were
diverted from this purpose by an information
that Augustus and Antony were now upon their
march, with forty legions, to attack them.
Brutus was inclined to pass with the army into
Greece and Macedonin, and there mect the
cnemy ; but Cassius so far prevailed as to have
the Rhodians and lycians first reduced, who
had refused their usual contributions. This ex-
pedition was immediately accomplished, and
extraordinary sums were raised by those means,
the Rhodians having scarcely any thing left
them but their lives. The Lycians suffered stiil
more severely ; for,” having shut themselves up
in the city of Xanthius, they defended the place
against Brutus with such fury, that neither his
aits nor entreatics could prevail on them to
surrender. At length, the town ﬁeing set on
fire, by their attempting to burn the works of
the Romans; Brutus, insead of scizing tlis
opportunity to storm the place, made every ef-
fort to preserve it ; but thedesperate phrensy
of the citizens was not to be mollified. Far from
thinking themselves obliged to their. generous
enemy, for the efforts which were made to save
them. they resolved to perish in the figmces, which
they incrcased by throwing in combustibles of

. every
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every kind. Nothing could exceed the distress
of Brutus, upon sceing the townsmen thus reso

lutely bent on destroying themselves; he rode
about the fortifications, stretching out his hands
to the Xanthians, and conjuring them to have
pity on themselves and their city.  But insensi-
ble to his expostulations, or their own sufferings,
they rushed into the flames with desperate ob-
stinucy, and the whole soon became a heap of
undistinguishable ruins. At this horrid spectacle
Brutus melted into tears, offering a reward to
every soldier who should bring him a Lycian
alive. The number of those whom his humanity
wus able to save, amounted to no more than one
hundred and fifty.

Brutus and Cassius met once more at Sardis,
and held a ‘private conference, in which they
mutually retorted blame on cach other’s condnct,
till becoming warm, they both burst into tears,
Their friends, who were standing at the door,
overheard the increasing vehemence of their
voices, and began to dreag the consequences,
till Favonius, who valued himself upon a cynical
boldness, that knew no restraint, entering the
room with a jest, calined their mutual animo-
sity. Cassius was ready enough to forego his
angpt, bciug_i a man of great abilities, but of
an ‘uneven disposition,  Brutus, on the contrary,
was always perfectly steady. An even geatleness,
a noble clevation of sentiment, a strength of
mind dver which neither vice nor pleasure could
have any influence, an inflexible tirmness in the
defence of justice, composed the character of
that great man. In consequence of these quali-

« fiex, he was beloved by his army, doated upon
“Bi-his tricuds, and admired by all good men.“
. After
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After this conference, night coming on, Cus-
sigg invited Brutus and his friends to an enter-
tainment,” where freedom and cheerfulness, for
a while took place of political anxicty, and
softened the severity of wisdom. « Upon retiring,
it was, that Brutus, according to Plutarch, saw
a spectre in his tent. He was naturally wake-
ful; but especially now, when oppressed with
such ‘various cares, he ouly gave a short time,
alter his rightly repast, to rest, and waking;
about midnight, generally read or studied till
morning. It was in the dead of night when his
tancy was probably heated, and his imaginatiod

- disturbed, that Brutus was thus employed, in

reading by a lamp just expiring. On a sudden
he thought he beard a noise as if somebody en-
tered, and looking towardsthe door, he perceived
it open, A gigantic figure, with u frightful as-
pect, stood before him, and continued to gaze
upon him with silent severity. At last Brutus
had courage to speak to it: * Art thou & dazmon
“or a mortal man? and why comest theu to
“ ne ¥t Brutus," replicd the phantom, “1
““ am thy evil genius ; thou shalt see me again at
“ Philippi ”’---*¢ Well, then,” answered Drutus,
without being discomposed, “ we shall meet
“ again.” - Upon which, the vision vapished, dnd
Brutus, calling to his servants, asked if they had
scen any thing ; they replied in the negative, and
he again resumed his studics. -

As Antony and Augustus were now advanced
into Macedonia, Brutus and his colleague svon
passed over into Thrace, and arrived at the city
of Philippi, near which the forces of ‘the tri-
umviri were posted. All mankind now began
W regard the approaching armies with ten‘-o;

an
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and suspense. The empire of the world once
more depended upon the fate of a battle, Flm
victory on the one side, they might expeet free-
dom; but, from the other, a'sovéreign with
despotic pcwet. Brutus was the only man who
looked upon these great events with calmness and
tranquillity.  Indifferent as to success, and sa-
tisficd with having done his duty, he sdid to one
of his friends ; “ If I gain the victory, I shall
“ restore liberty to my country; if I lose it, by
¢ dying, Ishall be delivered from slavery myself:
¢ mycondition is fixed ; I run no risk.”

The republican army consisted of fourscore
thousand foot, and twenty thousand horse. 'The
army of the triumviri amounted to a hundred
thousand foot, and thirteen thousand horse.
Thus prepared on both sides, they encamped
near Philippi, a city upon the confines of
Thrace, situated upon a mountain, towards
the west of which a plain stretched itself, by a
gentle declivity, almost fifteen leagues to the
banks of the river Strymon. In this plain, about
three miles from the town, were two little hills at
about a mile distant from cach other, defended
on one side by mountains, on the other by a
march which communicated with the sea. It
was upon tfese two hills that Brutus and Cassius
fixed their camps: Brutus on the hill towards
the north ; Cassius on that towards the south ;
and in the intetmediate space which scparated
them, they cast up lines and a parapet, from one
hill t¢ the other, Thus they kept & firm com-

ication between the two camps, which mu-
iffly defended cach othér. In this comino-
‘4lgus situation they could act as they thought
; e,
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proper, and give battle only when it was deemed
ad#mtageous to engage. Behind was the sca,
which furnished them with all kinds of provi-
sions ; and at twelve miles distant the island of
Thasos, which served them for @ general ma-
gazine. 'The triumviri, on the other hand, were
encamped on the plain below, aud were obliged
to bring their provisions from fiftcen leagues
distance; so that it was their interest to hasten.
an cngagement,  This they oifered several
times; but the patriots contented themselves
with drawing up their troops at the head of their
camps, without descending tuthe plain, Cassius,
‘awarc of his advantage, resolied to harass the
enemy, rather than engage them. But-Brutus
beginning to suspect the fidelity of some of
his officers, used all his influence to persuade
Cassius to change his resolution; “ I am impa~
¢ tient,” said he, “ to put an cnd to the misc-
“ ries of mankind, and in this I have hopes of
*¢ succeeding, whether I fall or conquer.,” His
wishes were soon gratified ; for Antony’s soldiers
having with great labour made a road through
the marsh which lay to the left of Cassius’s
,camp, by that means opened a communication
with the island of Thasos, which lay behind him.
Both armies, in attempting to possessithemselves
of this road,, were drawn at leugth, to a general
engagement ; in which the republican Jdeaders
scem to have anticipated the worst, and to have
determined on a voluntary death in cade of a
defeat: “ We may now, my friend,” cried
Cassius, embracing Brutus, ‘* boldly fdce the
“ enemy ; for cither we shall be conquerdrs our-
‘“ selves, or be exempt from the fear of those
‘ who are s0.”

. 1 Augustes

Tk
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Augustus being sick, the forces of the trium-
viri were commamded by Antony alone, who
began the engagement by a vigorous attack upon
the lines of Cassius.  Brutus, op the other side,
made o dreadful crupdon on the army of Au-
gustus, and pashed torward with so much im-
petuosity, that he broke them upon the dirst
charge.  llwving penetiated as far as the cawp,
and cuttine in pieces those who were left for ats
defence, his troops immediately began to plun-
der; but iu the mean time the lines of Cassius
were forced, and his cavalry put to flight.  Every
effort was made that courage or prudence could
dictate, by lus unfortunate general to mahe his'
infantry “stand; but he found itimpossible to in-
spire his timorous army with his own resolution.
e saw his troops entirely routed, his camp taken
and himself obliged to retire under a little hill
gt some distauce. Drutus, who had gained a
complete victory, was just rcturning at this in-
terval with bis triumphant army, when he found
that ail was lost on the purt ot his associate ; he
sent out a body of cavalry to bring him news of
Cassius, who percciving them advance towards
bim, sent one Titinius, to inform himself whe-,
ther they were friends or enemics. Titinius soon
joined thisg body, who received him with great
transport, informing him of their success; but
delaying too long, Cuassius began to mistake
them for what his fears had suggested, and cry-
ing out, * that he had exposed his dearest friend
¢ to be taken prisoner,” he retired to his tent

ith one of his freedmen, named Pindarus, who
slew, him, and then way never heard of after.
diately after, Titinius arrived in triumph

the body of hersemen: but his joy wes

: turned
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turned into anguish upon seeing his friend
dead in his tent before him.  Accusing his
own delay as the canse, Le punished it with
falling ou his sword. Brutus was, hy this time,
informed of the defeat ot Cassius, and soon after
of his death. e scemed scarcely able to re-
strain the excess of his grief for a man whom he
called, “ the last of the Romans.” He bathed
his dead body with his tears; and telling lus
friends that he thought Cassius happy in be-
ing beyond the reach of those misfortunes which
remained for them to suffer, he ordered him
to be privately removed, lest the general know-
Jedge of his death should dispirit the army. It
was, in fact, this precipitate dcspair of Cassius
which seems to have finally and fatally turned
the fortune of the day,
The first carc of Brutus, when he became sole
general, was to rally the dispersed troops of
Cassius, and animate them with fresh hopes of
victory. As they had lost all they possessed, he
promised each man two thousand denarii, as a
recompence for his being plundered.  This
inspired them with new ardour; but Brutos
had not confiderce suflicient to fuce the adver-
*sary, who offered him battle the cnswing day.
lis ain was to starve his enciies, $rho began
to be in extreme want of provisions, But bis
single opinion was over-ruled by the rest of his
army, who now grew every day more confident
of their ntrength, and more arrogant in their de-
mands. He was therefore, alter a 1ezlte of
twenty days, obliged to comply with t li-
citations 1o try the fate of a baitle. Botk o8
being drawn out, they remained a Jong whlle
opposite to eac.h other, without offering to en-
12 gage.
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gage. It is said that the gencral himself had
lost much of his nutural ardour, by the return
of the spectre the preceding night: however, he
encourage.l his men as much ,as possible, und
gave the signad for battle within three hours of
sun-set.  As before, he had the advantage where
he commanded in person; but his left wing,
fearing to be taken in flank, stretched itself out,
in order to enlarge its front; by means of which
it became too weuk to stand the shock of the
cenemy. It was there that the army of Drutus
began to yicld ; and Antony pushing forwards,
drove the republicans so far back us to be able
to turn and attack Brutus in the rear. The
troops which had belonged tu Cassins communi-
cated their terror to the rest of the forces, till, -
at last, the whole army gave way. Brutus, sur-
rounded by the most valiant of his officers, fought
for a long ime with desperate valour. 'The son
of Cato fell fighting by his side, as also the
brother of Cassius; at last, he was obliged
to yield to necessity, and fled. In the mean
time the two triumviri, now assured of victory,
expressly commanded that the gencral should
not escape, for fear he should renew the war,
Thus the whole body of the enemy scemed
chiefly intont on Brutus alone, and his capture
inevitable, In this deplorable exigence, Lu-
cilius his friend,” resolved by his own death,
to effect the general’s safety. Perceiving a
body of Thracian horse closely pursuing Bru-
tus, und just upoen the point of taking him,
he boldly threw himself in the way, telling
thém that he was Brutus. The Thracians, over-
joyed with so great a ptige, immcediately dis-
patched some of their companions, with the news
of

—— s s
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of their s'uccess, to the army. Upon this, the
ardour of the pursuit abating, Antony marched
out to meet his prisoner, and to Lasten his death, '
or insult his mistortunes.  Sceing the Thracians
approach, he began to prepare bimself for the
interview; but the faithtul Lucilius advancing
with a cheertul air, *¢ 4t is not Brutus,” said he,
¢ that is taken; fortune has not yct had the
“ power of committing so great an outrage upon
‘e virtue.  As to my life, 1t is well fost in pre-
¢ serving his honour ; take it, for T have deceived
“ you.” Antony struck with his fidelity, par-
doned him upon the spot s and from that time
Bonoured him with his triendship, aid loaded hiin
with his favours.

Jn the mean time Brutus, with 2 small num-
ber of his friends, crossed a rivulet 1 and, night'
coming on, he sat down under a rock which
conccaled him from the pursuit of the enemy.
After taking breath for a httle time, he cast his
eyes up to Heaven, all spangled with stars; and
repeated a line from Euripides, containing a wish
to the gods, “ That®guilt should not pass in
“ this lite without punishment !’ Fo this he ad-
ded another from the same poct: “ O Virwe !
# thou empty name, I have worshipped thee as
““a real good, but find thou art only the slave
“ of fortune,” He then called to *mind, with
great tenderness, those whom he had seen
perish in battle, and sent out Statilius to gain
some information of those that remained; but
Le was soon killed by a party of the encmies’
hore. Brutus judging very rightly of his fate,
now resolved to die likewise, and spoke fa those
whe stood round him to lend him their last sad
assistance. None of$hem, hewever, could coi-

18 ply
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with with his melancholy demand. Upon this,
raising himselt up, and stretching out his hands,
he spoke to them with a serene countenance,
saying, *‘ That he was happy in the fidelity of
¢ his [riends ; happy in the consciousness of his
“ own rectitude; und though he fell, yet his
‘¢ death was more gloriousthan the triumphs of
¢ the encmy, since they were successtul 1n the
¢ cause of usurpation, and he overthrown in the
¢ defence of virtue,” Ie then retired to a little
distance with Strato, who was his master in ora-
tory, and entreated him to do him the last office
of friend>aiy 5 Strato, however, expressed his re-
Inctance to take upon him so shocking an office ;
but being further urged, he averted lus fuce,
and presented the sword’s point to Brutus, who

A.c. threw himself upon it, and immediately

35, expircd. Thus ended Brutus, and with

him all hopes of liberty in Rome. 'The
triumviri now became 1rresistible ; and though
Pompey’s younger son was still alive, and at the
head of a powerful army, yct, with the united
forces of the empire agminst him, little could be
expected by his fniends or feured by his enemios
from his greatest cflorts.

The first care of the triumviri, or rather of
Antony audp Augustus, for Lepidus had little
weight, was, after this decisive battle, to punish
those whom they had formerly marked for
venpeunce.  lortensius, Drusus, and Quintilius

" Yurus, all noen of the first rank in the common-
weulth, either hilled themsclves or were siain,
A scaator and his san were ordered to cast lots
for their lives, but both refused it : the father
voluntanly gave himself up to the executioner,
and the son stabbed himselff¥efore his fuce. An-

other
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other begged to have the rites of burial after his
death; to which Augustus replied,  that he
‘“ would find a grave in the vultures that devour-
‘ ed him.” But chiefly the people lamented to
see the hend of Brutus sent te Rome, to be
thrown at the foot of Carsar’s statue. Ilis ashes,
however, were sent fo his wife Portia, Cato’s
daughter, who, following the example of her
husband and father, killed herself by swallowing
burning coals. It is observed, that of all thnse
who had a hand in the decath of Casar, not one
died & natural death; and such'is generally the
tate of those who engage in civil broils.

The power. of the triumvivi being thus esta-
blished upon the ruin of the commonwealth,
they began to think of enjoying that homage to
which they bad aspired.  Antony went into
Greece, and spent some time at Athens in phi-
losophic enjoyment. Ile passed thence over
to Asin, where all the monarchs of the Fast,
who acknowledged the Roman power, came
to pay him their obegience, or court his favour.
In this manner, he proceeded from kingdom to
kingdom, attended by a crowd of sovercigns,
exacting contributions, distributing rewards, and
giving away crowns, with capricious insolence.
But, among all the sovercigns of the East, none
had such a distinguished place in his regard as
Cleopatra, the celebrated queen of Egypt.

Huving received orders from Antony to clear
herself of some slight imputation of infidelity
to his cause ; she readily complied, equally con-
scious of her innocence and the power of her
beaufy., She was now in her twenty-seventh
year, and 'conscqwtly improved those asllure-

Cah ments
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ments by art, which, in eurlier age, had won
the affection of Cesar. ler address and wit
were unrivalled; and though there were some
women in Rome her cquals in beauty, none
could match her in the charms of seducing
concersation.  Antony was in Tarsus, a city of
Citicin, when Cleopatra was resohved to attend
s court in person.  She sailed down the river
Cydnus, at the mouth of which e city stood,
with the most sumptuous pageantry,  Ier galley
was eovered with gold, the sails of purple, large,
and toating in the wind, The onrs, of silver,
hept tune 1o the sound of flutes and cymbals.
She bereil reclined on a couch spangled with
stars o1 gold, and with such ornaments as po-
cts and painters had usually ascribed to Venus.
On cach side were boys lihe cupids, who funned
ber by turns; while the most beautiful nymphs,
diessed like Nezewds und Graces, weie placed at
proper distunces around her. Upon the banks
of the river were hept burning the most exqui-
site perfumes, while an infinite number of people
gazed upon the sight with a mixture of 'd(_';ight
and adiniration.  Antony was 1istantly captiva-
ted with her beauty ; and abandoning business
to satisfy his passion, shoitly aiter followed her
into Faypt, ,

While he temained in this country, indulging in
the most vicious refinements ot voluptuous plea~
sure, Augustus, who took upon him to lead
back the veteran troops and settle them in ltaly,
was assiduously employed in providing for their
subsistcnce, He -had promised them lands at

ome, as a recompence for their past services;

t he could not fulfil his engagements, without

¥ .expelling
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expelling the former inhabitants. In consequence
of this, multitudes of women and children,
whose tender years and innocence exoited uni-
versal compassjon, daily filled the temples and
the streets with their lamentations. Numbers of
husbandmen and shepherds cume to deprecate
the conqueror’s intention, or to obtain an habi-
tation in some other part of the world. Among
this sad groupe was the poet Virgil, to whom
mankind are more indebted than to a thousand
conquerors; and who alone, of all his neigh-

bours, obtained the favour of Augustus.
Italy and Rome now felt extreme miseries.
The insolent soldiers plundered without re-
straint ; while Sextus Pompey, being master
of the sea, cut off all foreign communication,
and prevented the people’s receiving their usual
supplics of corn. To these mischiefs was added
the commencement of another civil war. Fulvia,
the wife of Antony, who had been left at
Rome, felt for some time all the rage of jea-
lousy, and resolved to try every method of
reclaiming her husband from the arms of " Cleo-
patra. Considering & breach with Augustus as
the only probable means of rousing him from
his lethargy ; with the assistance of Ludus, her
brother-in-law, who was then consl, she began
to sow the sceds of dissension. ‘The pretext
was, that Antony should have a share in the
distribution of the lands. This produced some
negociations between them; and Augustus
offered to make the veterans themselées um-
pires in the dispute. Lucius refused to ac-
uiesce : and, being at the head of mere than
six _legions, mostly composed of such as were
dispossessed, he resolved to enforce his (.‘lilil‘ih‘ls.
Thus
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Thus a new war was excited between Augugtus
and Antony; or, at least, the generals of’the
latter acting under the assuined sanction of his
nume.  Augustus was victorioys: Lucius wus
canstrained to retreat to Perusia, a city ot Etru-
ria, where he was closely besieged, and at last
reduced to such extremity, by famine, that be
came out in person, and delivered himself up
to the mercy of the conqueror.  Augustus re-
geived him very honourably, and gencrously
pardoned him and all his tollowers; after which
he returned to Rume,

Autony, who, during this interval, was revel-
ling in all the studicd luxuries procured for him
by his insidious mistress, having heard of the
fate of his adherents, resolved to oppose Augus-
tus in person. Accordingly, he sailed at the
head of a considerable flect, from Alexandria
to Tyre; thence to Cyprus and Rhodes; and
had an interview with  Fulvia, his wife, at
Athens, lle much censured her meddhing dis-
position; testitied the utmost contempt for her
person; and leaving her upon her death-bed, at
Sycyon, hastened into Iraly to fight Augustus.
They met at Brundusium; and it was now
thought that the flames ot a civil war were going
to blaze oug afresh, But a negociation being
proposed by the uctivity of Cocceiusy a friend
to voth, a reconciliation was at last effected.
Ail offences and afironts were mutually for-
givén: and to cement the nnion, & marriage was
concluded between Antony and Octavia, the
sister of Augustus. A new division of the Ro-
man empire was made between them; Augus~
tus was to have the command in the West; An-
tony in the East; while Lepidus was obliged

to
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to content himself with the provinces in Africa,
As for Sextus Pompeius, he was permited to re-
sain all the islands he already possessed, together
with Pelopouncsus. It was likewise stipulated to -
leave the sca open, and pay the pedple what corn
was due out of Sicily.

The calm occusioued by this compromise,
contiyued for some time.  Anthony led his forces
against the Parthians ; over whom his lieutenant,
Ventidius, had gained some advantages.  Augus-
tas drew the greatest part of his army into Gaul,
where were sume disturbances; and Pompey
went to attuch bis newly-ceded province to his
interest. It was in this quarter, however, that
fresh motives were given for renewing the war.
Antony, who was obliged by treaty to quit Pe-
loponnesus, refused to evacuate it till Pompey
had satistied him for such debts as were due to
him from the inhabitants. Pompey, rejecting
this proposal with disdain, immediately fitted
out a new fleet, and renewed his former enter-
prises, cutting off the corn and provisons that
were consigned to Italy. Thus the grievances of
the poor were renewed : and the people began to
complain, that, instead of three tyrants, they were

“now oppressed by four.
In tKis exigence, Augustus, who hed lorg me-
. ditated the best means of diminishing the num-
ber, resolved to begin by getting rid of Pompey.
His first attemptwas to invade Sicily ; but his flect:
being overpowered in his passage by P¢mpey,
and afterwards shattered in a storm, he was ob-
liged to pestpone his designs to the ensuing year,
During this interval, he was reinf rced by & no-
ble fleet of one hundred ond twenty ships, by
Antony, with which be. resolved once mprea;to
mvade
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Sicily on three several quarters. But fortune
scemed still determined to oppose him; he was
a sccond time disabled by a storm; which so
raised the vanity of Pompey, ‘that he began
to style himself the son of Neptune. Augus-
tus, however, having speedily refitted his
navy, and recruited his forces, gave the com-
mand of both to Agrippa, his faithful friend
and associate in war. Agrippa proved him-
sclf worthy of the trust reposed in him; and
soon gave his adversary n complete and
a1, finaloverthrow. Thus undone, Pompey
resolved to fly to Antony, from whom
m17. he expected refuge for past services.
However, a gleam of hope offering, he .
tried once more, at the head of a small body of
men, to make himself independent, and even
surprised Antony’s licutenants, who had been
sent to accept his subinissions: but being at last
abandoned by his soldicrs, and delivered up, he
was put to death; and in him ended the male
offspring of Pompey the Great.

This removed one very powerful obstacle to
the ambition of Augustus, and stimulated him
to hasten the destruction of the rest of his asso-
ciates, Lepidus soon furnished a sufficient
pretext for” depriving him of his share in the
triumvirate. Being now at the head of twenty-
two legions, with a strong body of cavalry, he
vainly supposed that his present power was more
than an equivalent to the populerity of Au-:
gustus; and in consequence, resolved upom
adding Sicily to his province, to” which he
luid: «claim, as having first invaded it. - “Au--

dttis’ sent to cxpostulate upon theseproceed-
ing¥¥but Lepidus fiercely replied, s “Timpibe

“ was
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‘¢ was determined to have his share in the admi-
“ nistration, and would no longer allow any
‘“ one to engross all the authority.” Augustus
being previously. informed of the disposition of
Lepidus’s soldiers, with great bvldness, went
alone to his camp, and with no other assistance
than private bountics, and the authority he had
gained. by his former victories, resvlved to de-
pose his rival. The soldiers thronged round
him with the most dutiful alacrity, while Le-
pidus exerted himself to prevent their defection,
But Augustus, though he received a wound
from one of the centurions, flew, with great pre-
sence of mind, to the place where the military
eneigns were plunted, and flourishing one of
them in the air, all the legionary soldiers ran in
crowds, and saluted him as their general. Le-
pidus, thus abandoned by his men, divested him=
sclf of the badges of his authority; and submis-
sively threw himsclt at the feet of Augustus.
The heir of Casar despised his colleague too
much to take his life, notwithstanding the re-
monstrances of the army ; but deprived him of
all his former power, and banished him to Cir-
JLwum. There he remained the rest of his life,
a melancholy instance of disappointed ambitign.
Augustus was received, upon hish return to
Rome, with universal joy; the senators met him
at the gates, and conducted him to the capitol ;
and, when he had there returned thanks'to the
gods, the people crowned with garlands of flow-
crs, waited upon him to his palace. Antohy now
alone remained to prevent his attainment of so-
vereign and undivided power; and his character
and conduct greatly facilitated the designs which
his ambitious rival gonceived against him. His
X military

v
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military reputation, which bad alonesupported
him, began to be Imt, and he secmed to live
only to-pleasure, Regardless of the business of
the state, he spent whole duys and nights in the
compuny of Olcopatra, whe studied every art to
increasc his passion, and vary his entertaiaments,
Few women have been so much celebrated for the
art of giving novelty to pleasure, and making
trifles unportant: ingenious in filling up the
pauses of sensual delight, she assumed every
character, and always presented something no-
. vel and captivating. ~Antony was so much fas-
cinated by her wiles, that he was resolved to
cnlarge her sphere of luxury, by granting her
many of those kingdoms which Lelonged to the
Roman empire. 1lle gave her all Pheenicia,
Calo-Syria and Cyprus, with a great part of
» Cilicia, Arabia, and Judea ;—gifts which he had
Ro right to bestow, but which he pretended to
grantin imitation of Hercules. This complication
of vice and folly at last totally exasperated the
Romans, while Augustus, with & malicious inge-
nuity, took care to exaggerate all his defects.
At length, finding the people sufficiently irri-
tated against him, he resolved to send Octavia,
who was then at Rome, to Antony, as if with
a view of rgclaiming her husband ; but in fact,
to furnish a suflicient pretext of declaring war
against him, as he expected she would be dis-
missed with contempt,
Antony was now at the city of Leucopolis,
. revelling with his infamous paramour, when he
heard that Octavia had reached Athens, upon
ber journcy to visit him. On this occaston,
Claoéatm played off all her arts, and wroughs
% eficctually on'the peesions of her bovar, th;:
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be ordered Lis wife to return home, without deign-
ing 1o see her,  lle even proceedéd to repudiate
Ler, and to marry Cleopatra.  Accordingly, he
assembled ghe prople ot Alexundria in the public
theatre, where under an sicuve of silver, were
placed two thrones of gold, one for himselt and
the other for the queen. There he scated him-
selt, dressed like Bacchus, while Cleopatra sate
beside him clothed in the orbaments and attri-
butes of Isis, the principal deity of the Egyptians,
Having declared her queen of all the countres
which he bad already bestowed upon her, he ase
sociated Cesario, her son by Casar, as a parther
in the government; and to the two children,
which he had by her himself, he gave the title of
King of Kings, with very extensive dominions,
One {olly 1s generally the parent of many more,
New luauries and pageantries were studied,-and
new modes of profusion tound out: no less
than siaty thousand pounds of our money was
Javished upon one singks entertainment; and
it is said, that npon this occasjon, that Clevpatra
dissolved a pearl of great value in vinegar, and
drank it off. Yt amidstall this voluptuous pro-
tusion, they were neither of them bappy.  Ane
tony, we are told, was in constant apprehension
of being posoned, and Cleopatra & bung for-
suben.

The ipsult offered to his sister, Augustus
eagerly embraced, as a sufficient prevocation
for declaring war against Antony ; and avowed
his inwentions to the senate. Preparations were
accordingly made on both sides, and sgine at-
tempts at yegociatiop ook place; but they ters
minafed in increased ammuosity.  Antopy at last
comuenced hostile movements, by ordering -

K 2 Candius,
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Canidius, who commanded his army, to march
without delay into Europe; while he and Cleo-
patra followed to Samos, to prepare for carrying
on the war with vigour ; but his conduct was a
ridiculous misture of inconsistencies. On one
side, all the kings and princes from Egypt to the
Euxine sea had orders to send himt hither supplics
both of men, provisons, and arms; on the other
side, all the comedians, dancers, buffoons, and
musicians of Greece, were likewisc enjoined to
attend him. Thus, frequently when a ship was
thought to arrive, laden with soldiers, arms,
and ammunition, it was found only filled with
players and thectrical machinery. In this man-
ner he laboured to unite incompatible pursuits:
the kings who attended him cndcavoured to
gain his favour more by their entertainments than
their warlike preparations; the provinces strove
rather to please him by sacrificing to his divinity
than by their alacrity in his defence; so that
some were heard to say, ‘ What rejoicings
“ would - not this man make for a victory,
¢ when he thus triumphs at the eve of a
“ dangerous war!” In short, his best friends
now began to forsake his interest, and to give him
up for lost.

His delay at Samos, and afterwards at Athens,
was extremely favourable to the arms of Au-
gustus. Had Antony immediately proceeded
into Italy, the event might have been doubtful ;
but he gave his opponent leisure to make am-
ple and deliberate preparaticns for war, which
was afterwards declared in torm. Meanwhile,
Antony’s followers were invitod over to join Ad--
gustus, with great promises of rewards ; but, odt
of policy, they were not yeu declared enemies:

At
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At length, both sides thodght themselves in
readjness to Legin the war, with armies suitabie
to the greatness of the empire they contended
for, The one was totloweu by aii the forces of
the east; the other drew aiter hun all the strenuth
of the west.  Antuny’s torce composed a boity of
a hundred thousand toot, and twelve thousand
horse ; while s ficet amounted to tive hundred
ships of war, The army ot Augustus mustered
but cighty thousand fuot, but equalicd his ad-
versary’s in the number of cavalry ; while his
fleet was only half as numcerous as Antony’s :
but the ships were better bult, and better
manned.

A naval battle, fought near Actium, a city
of Epirus, at the entrance of the gulf of Am
bracia, decided the fate of the Roman world,
and threw it under a single desput.  Antony
runged his ships before the mouth ot the zuli;
and Aupgustus drew up his tleet 1 cpposition.
Neither general assumed any fised station to
command in, but went about trom ship to ship,
wherever his presence was necessary. In the
mean time, the two land arwies, on opposite

, sides of the gulf, were drawn up, only ak spec-
tators of the engagement, and encouraged the
respective fleets, by their shouts. lhe ,
battle began on both sides, with great *;;9'
ardour, and after a newinode. The prows  “*
of their vessels were armed with brazen points ;
and with these they drove furiously against each
other. In this conflict. the ships of Anteny
came with greater force, but those of Augustus
avoided the shock with greater dexterity, On
Antony’s side the sterns of the ships were raised_
in the form of a tower; from which the mariners

K J threw
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threw arrows from machines for that purpose.
Those of Augustus, made use of long poles,
hooked with iron, and fire-pots. They fought
in this manner, for some time, with cqual ani-
mosity ; but with little advantage on cither side.
But all of a sudden, Cleopatra determined the
fortune of the day. She was seen flecing from
the engagement, attended by sixty sail ; struck,
perhaps, with the terrors natural to her sex : but
what increased the general amazement, was, to
behold Antony himself following soon after, and
leaving his fleet to the mercy of his opponent.
The engagement, notwithstanding, continued
with great obstinacy till five in the evening;
when Antony’s forces, partly constrained by the
conduct of Agrippa, and partly pcrsuaded by the
promises of Augustus, submitted to the conque-
ror. The land forces soon after followed the ex-
ample of the navy; and all submitted to the vie-
tor without striking a blow, the fourth day after
the battle.

When Cleopatra fled, flic infatuated Antony
pursued her in a five-oared gally; and, commy
along-side of her ship, entered it without sceing,
or being seen by her.  For three whole days he
continued jn silent reflection, during wluch,
cither throwgh indignation or shame, he neither
saw nor spoke to Cleopatra. At last, the queen’s
female attendants reconciled them, and Jove Le-
cume triumphant. Not suspecting the defection
of his army, he now dispatched orders to his
Yicutenant Cunidius, to conduct it into Asia.
Lowcever, he was soon undeceived when he ar-
rived in Africa, where he was informed of their
submission to his rival. This account so trans-
ported him with rage, that be was with dif-

ficulty
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ficulty' prevented from killing himself; but at
length, at the entreaty of his friends, he re«
turned to Alexandria in shame and dismay.
Cleopatra. however, seemed to retain that for-
titude in her misfortunes, which had utterly
abandoned her admirer. Having amassed con-
siderable riches, by confiscations, and other nﬁts
of vidlence, she formed the singular and roman-
tic project, of conveying her whole fleet over
the isthmus of Suez into the Red Sea, and
of findingan asylum in another region beyond
the reach of Rome. Some of the vessels were
actually transported thither, pursuant to her
orders: but the Arabians having burned them,
and Antony dissuading her from the design,
she abandoned it for the more improbable
scheme of defending Fgypt againt the conques
ror; or of obtaining better terms, from her
show of resistance. It is cven believed that
shewould have saved herself at the expence of
Antony ; and that she was not yet without some
hopes from the power ‘of her charms, though
she had arrived almost at the age of forty.
Those arts which had been so successful with
the ¢reatest men of Rome, it seems, she was
dmdruus of practicing on Augustu? In three
embassies =ghich  were sent one after another,
from Antory to Augustus in Asia, thé queen
hiet always ber scetes, agents, charged with
particular proposals in-hér-#me. Antony was
so bumbled, that he desired no more thanthat
his life might be spared, and to have the li-
berty of passing the remainder of his days in
obscurity, To these proposals Augustus made
no reply. Cleopatrn sent him also public pro-
posals in {avour of her children; but at the
b same
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same time ptivately resigned him her erows.
To the queen’s public proposal, no answer was
given; to her private ofter he replied, by giving
her assurances of lus favour, in case she sent
away Antony, or put him to death. These ne-
gociations could not be kept from the hnowledge
of Antony, whose jealousy and rage every oce
currence now contributed to heighten: . He
built a small solitary house upon a molc in the
sca, and there shut himself up, shunning all
commerce with maunkind, and peofessing to imi-
tate Timon the man-hater. But, his furious
jealousy drove him again into socicty ; for hear-
ing that Cleopatra had many secret conferences
with Thyrsus, an cmissary from Augustus, hc
seized him, and having ordered him to be cru-,
¢Hy scourged, sent him back to his patron. A¢
the same time, he sent letters by him, im-
porting that he had chastised Thyrsus for in-
sultinga man in misfortucs : but withal, he gave
Augustus permission to avenge himself, by scourg-
“ing in the sume manner, lippurchus, Antony’s
freedinan, who hud abandoned his master’s for-
tune,

Meanwhile, the operations of the war were
conducted with great spirit, and Lgypt was
once more Yhe theatre of the contending armnies
ot Rume. Gallus, the hieutenant of Augustus,
tovk Baretonina , which opened the whole coun-
try to bLis incursions. On the other side, An-
ton,, who had still considerable forces by sea and
land, endeavoured to recover that important
place trom the enemy, by uppealing to the le-
.f'ons be had once commanded.  In these hopes,

e approached, and exhorted them to remember
their farmer vows of fidelity : but Gallus order:ln}



ROME. 105

all the trumpets to sound, in order to hinder
Antony from being heard ; so that he was ob-
liged to retire.

Augustus himself was in the mean time ad-
vancing with another army before Pelusium,
which the governor of the city, either wanting
courage to deteud, or previously instructed by
Cleopatra to give it up, permitted him to take
possession of, without resistance; so that Au-
gustus having now no obstacle in his way to
Alexandria, marched thither with all expedition.
Antony, upon his arrival, sallied out to oppuse
him, fighting with great desperation, and putting
the enemy’s cavalry to flight. This slight ad-
vantage revived his declining hopes; and, he
determined to make a resolute and final effort
both by sea and land; but previously offet-
ed to fight his adversary in single combat.
Augustus too well knew the inequality of
their situations, to comply with the offer;
he, thercfore, coolly replied, that Antony
had ways enough to die, beside single com-
bat. :

The evening before the day appointed for this
. Jast desperate attempt, he ordered a grand enter-
taimment to be prepared. ¢ Give me gopd wine,
‘¢ and good cheer,” cried he to his friends; ¢ let
“ me live to-day: to-morrow, perhaps, you
““ may scrve another master.” At day-br#ak,
Antony posted the few troops he had re ing,
upon a rising ground near the city; t he
sent orders to his galleys to engage the enemy.
There he waited to be a spectator of the ¥om-
bat; and at first he had the satisfaction to see
them advance in good order. But,.his joy was
soon turned into rage, when he saw his sbi}lu

only
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only salating those of Augustus, and both ficets
uniting together, and sailing back into the har-
bour ; and, at the same instant, his cavalry also
deserted him. He tred, however, to lead on
his infantry ; which were easily vanquished ; and
he himsell compelled to return into the town.
1lis rage was now ungovernable; he could not
help crying out in agony as he passed, that he
was betrayed by Cleopatra: and in fact these
suspicions were just, for it was by secret orders
from the qucen, that the fleet had passed over to
Augustus.

Cleopatra had, for a long while, dreaded the
effects of Antony’s jealousy; and had, some
time before, preparcd a method of obviating
any sudden salhies it might produce. Near the
temyle ot Isis she erected a buildinhg, which was
seenungly designed for a sepulchre.  Hither she
removed all her treasure, and most valuable cf-
fects, covering them over with turches, faggots,
and other combustible matter, This sepulchre
she designed to answer a.double purpose; —us
well 10 screen her from the sudden resentment
of Antony, as to make Augustus believe that
she would burn all her treasures, in casc he
refused her proper terms of capitulation.  1llere,
therefore, She retired from Antony's present

; shutting the gates, which were fortified
with bolts and buars of iron; buat in the mean
ave orders that a report should be spread
sath, 'This news, which svon reached
Antofly, recalled all his former love and tender-
nessw He lamented her death with the spme vio-
lence with which hehad but a few minutes before
seemed to desire it. * Wretched man,” exclaimed
he, * what is there now worth living for ; aim:l::u

. 13 at
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¢ that could soothe or soften my cares is depart-
‘“ ed! Q Cleopatra, our separation does not so
“ much afflict me, as the disgrace I suffer, in
* permitting & woman to instruct magin the
“ ways of dying.” He then calfed to onc of
his freedmen named Eros, whom he had engag-
ed by oath to kill him, whencver fortune should
drive him to this last resource. Erros being com-
manded to perform his promise; this faithful
follower drew the sword, as if to execute his
orders; but turning his face, plunged it into
his own bosom, and died at his master’s feet.
Antony, for a while, hung over his faithful ser-
vant, in silent agony; then taking up the sword,
stabbed himself in the belly, and fell backward
on & couch.
Though the wound was mortal, yet it did
not immediately deprive him of life; and he
conjured his attendants to finish what he had be-
gun: but they all fled in horror and afiright.
He therefore continued for some time, crying
out and writhing with spain, till he was informed,
by one of the queen’s secretaries that his mistress
was still alive. He then earnestly dcsired to be
Jcarried to the place where she was, They ac-
cordingly brought him to ghe gate of, the sepul-
chre; but Cleopatra, who would not permit it-
to be opened, appcared at the window, ang-
threw down cords, to pull him up. In
manner, assisted by her two female atteng
she raised him all bloody from the
and while yet suspended in the air, he cor
stretching out his hands to encourage hef* Fly-
ing effected their purpose, they carried him'to
a couch, on which they gently laid him« Cleo-
patra pow gave way to her sorrow, tearing her
“ clothes,

vl w a
A
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clothes, beating her breast, and kissing the
wound of which he wds dying. She called
him her lord, her husband, her emperor, and
seemewhave forgotten her own distresses, in
the gf®tnesse of his sufferings. Antony en-
treated her 10 moderatc the transports of her
gricf, and asked for some wine. After he had
drunk, he cntreated Cleopatra to endcavour to
preserve her life, if she could do it with honour;
and rccommended Proculeius, & friend of Au-
gustus, as one she might rely-on, to be her in-
tercesssor. .He cxhorted her not to lament for
his misfortunes, but to congratulate him upon
his former felicity; to consider him as one who
had lived the most powerful of men, and at last
died a Roman death. Soon after he had done
speaking, he expired. Proculeius now made
his appcarance by command of Augustus, who
had been informed of Antony’s desperate con-
duct. Cleopatra, however, was upon her guard,
and would not confer with Proculeius, except
through the gate, which was very well secured.
But, having amused her by an appearance of re-
tiring, while one of his fellow-soldiers kept her
in conversation; he entered with two more, by
the window at which Antony had been drawn
up, and imgpediately ran down to the gate. On
this, onc of the women crying out, that they
we‘{f taken alive,, Cleopatra drew a poniard, and
at ted to siap herself.  Proculeius, pre-
ve the blow, "gently remonstrated on her
cruchty; in retusing so good a prince as his
mastgr was, the pleasure of displaying his cle-
mency. He then forced the poniard out of her
band, and leaving every thing secured, went to
acquaint Augustus with what he had done. )
; " Augustus
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Angustus was extremely pleased at finding
Cleopatra in his power: he sent Epaphroditus
to bring her to his palace, and to watch over her
with the utmost circumspection; at the same
time enjoining hiln to treat her with theffspect
due to her rank. But nothing could reconcile
her to captivity ; and her aggravated ills produced
a fever, which she secmed willing to increasc,
She resolved to abstain from taking nourish-
ment, under the pretence of a regimen necessa-
ry for her disorder; but Augustus, being made
acquainted with the real motive, began to
threaten her, with regard to her children, in
case she should persist.  This was the only pu-
nishment that could now afiect her; and there-
fore she received whatever was prescribed for
her recovery.

In the mecan time, Augustus made bis entry
into Alexandria; taking care to mitigate the
fears of the inhabitants, by conversing tamiliarly
as he went along with Areus, the philosopher,
a native of the place. 'The citizens, however,
trembled at his upproach; and when he placed
himself upon the tribunal, they prostrated them-
selves, with their faces to the ground, before

Jhini.  Augustus presently ordered them to rise,
telling them, that he was inducedyto pardon
them, out of respect for Alexaundes, who was
the founder of their city; his admiration of its
beauty; and his friendship for Areus, their fel-
low-citizen. Two only of particular nota were
put te death upon this occasion; Antony’$éidest
ron Antyllus, and Casario, the son of Julius
Casar, both betrayed into his hands Ly their
respective futors, who thcmselves soon after
justly suffered for their perfidy. ‘U'he rest of
ROME.—=IT. L ' Cleopatra’s
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{ lecpntra’s children were treated with great ine
dulgence, and as their mother was recovered
from her late indisposition, he cume to visit her
in person.  She received him ~I'ying on a couch,
in a*rcles§ manner; and upon his entering
the apartment, rose up to prostrate herselt be-
fore him. She was dressed in nothing but a
loose robe; her hair was dishevelled, her
voice trembling, her complexion pale, and her
eyes red with weeping.  Yet still her natural
beauty scemed to gleam through the distresses
that surrounded her; and the graces of her mo-
tion, and the alluring scftness of her looks, still
bore testimony to the forner power of her charins.
Augustus raised her with his usual eomplaisance,
and desiring her to sit, placed himself beside
her.  Cleopatra kad been prepared for this inter-
»ipw, and made use of every method she could
think of, to propitiate the conqueror. She al-
ternately employed apologies, entreaties, and
allurements to obtain his favour, and soften his
resentment.  She talked of Ciesar’s humanity to
those in distress: she read some of his letters to
her, full of tenderness; and enlarged 'upon the
long mtimacy that had passed between them.
“ But of what service,” cried she, are now all.
* his benefits to me! Why eould [ not dic with
“ him! Yet he still lives—methinks I sce him
t¢ still hefore me—he revives in youn.”

To her arguments, her importunity, and her
solicitations, Augustus answered with a cold.in-
difference, scarccly venturing to meet her eyes ;
but when she intimated, as he supposed, a desire

" of life, he was highly pleased, and assured her,

that she should be indulged to the Leight of her
expectations.  He then took leave and departed ;
e imagining
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fmagininz he had reconciled her to life, and that
be should have the glory of leading her as a
captive in bis triumph on his return to Rome:
but in this he was deccived.” Cleopatra, all the
while, had kept a correspondence with Dola-
bella, a young Rowan of high birth, in the
camp of Augustus; who seems to have felt
deeply for her musfortunes. IFrom him she
learnt the intentions of Augustus, and that be
was determined to send her off in three days,
together with her children to Rome.  She now
saw what was intended for her, and determined
on death ; but previously intreated permission to
pay her last oblations at Antony’s tomb. This
request being granted her, she crowned the
tomb with garlands of flowers; and having
kissed the coffin 2 thousand times, returncd
bome to execute her fatal resolution. She attired
herself in the most splendid manner; then feasted
as usual; and soou after ordered all but her twa
attendants, Charmion and lIris, to leave the
room. Having previopsly ordered an asp to be
secretly conveyed to her in a basket of fruit, she
sent a letter to Augustus, informing him of her
fatal purpose, and desiring to be buried in the
*same tomb with Antony. Augustus, upon re-
ceiving this letter, instantly dispatthed mes-
sengers to prevent her design, but they arrived
too late.  Upon entering the chamber, they be-
held Cleopatra lying dead upon a gilded couch,
arrayed in her royal robes. Near her, Iris, one
of her faithfyl attendants, was stretched lifeless
at the feet of her mistress; and Charmion her-
self, almost expiring, was settling the diadem
upon Cleopatra’s hcad. “ Alas!” cried one of
the messengers, * was this well done, Char-

L9 . “ mion
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““ mion ”"—¢ Yes,” repliedshe, “it is well done ;
“ such a death becomes a queen, descended from
“a long line of glorious ancestors.” On pro-
nouncing these words, she fell down dead by the
side of her beloved mistress.

There are some circumstances in the death of
Clopatra, that interests our affections, contrary
to the dictates of our reason. She died_ at the
age of thirty-nine, afier having reigned twenty-
two years; and with her ended the monarchy of
Egypt.

Augustus was much chagrined at being thus
deprived of a principal ornament in his intended
triumph. However, her dying request was
complied with ; her body being laid by Antomy’s,
and a magnificent funeral prepared for her and
her two faithful attendants. :

Augustus, now complete master of the Ro-
man empire, returned to Rome in trinmph:
where, by suriptuous feasts, and magnificent
shows, he began to oblitcrate the impressions of
his former cruelty ; and from this time resolved
to secure hy hi> clemency, a throne, the founda-
tions of which were laid in blood. He was
now at the head of the most extensive ein-
pire that mankind had ever beheld. It con-
tained in jSurope—Italy, Gaul, Spain, Greece,
Illyricam, Dacia, Pannonia, Britain, and some
part of Germany:=—In Asia, all those pro-
vinces which went under the name of Asia
Minor; together with Armenia, Syria, Judea,
Mesopotamia, and Media:—In Africa, almost
all those parts of it which were then sup-
posed habitable; namely, Fgypt, Numidia,
Mauritania, and Lybia: the whole compiising
an extent of between three and four thousand

miles
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miles in length, and half 4s much in breadth.
As to the yearly revenues of the empire, they
hiave been computed to be about forty millions
of our money., The number of tire citizens
of Rome* at this period, amountad to four mil-
lions and siaty-thyee thousand men, women, and
children; and though they had lost their origi-
nal character of g ficree spirit of independence,
they had certainly gained other qualities that
tend to render life agreeable, and manners amia-
ble, In polite learning they had now made a
proficiency which has never since been excelled.
Beside Viegil, Horace, and Ovid, poets whose
names it is sufficicut to mention, Livy, the his-
torian, as the actious be undectook to record
were greater.  Inshort, the glories of the Au-
gustan age reflect a lustre on human nature it-
self; and the illustrious authors it produced, we
forget the vices of the government and the de.
pravity of individuals.

* Iy Rome, Italy, and the Province:.

L3 CHAP
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CHAP XIV.

From the Scttlement of the Roman Empire under
Augustus, to the Death of Tiberius.

A.C. p ROM this period the government of

o7, Rome took a permanent form, and in
U. C. consequence fewer occurrencies presented
721. themselves for the historian to nuiratca
Commotions, and wars, and political in-
trigucs, arc indced, the chief matenals of his-
tory ; and during those intervals in which man-
kind have known most happiness, there is hitle
tuat descives to Le recorded. Like a level plaiu,
the smooth teror of hie exhikits nothing to ar-

rest attention. ¢ .3
The reign of :‘\'ucuqus wils umst propitious
to Rome.  Fiom the moment he wanted a rival,
he gave up hir cruclty; and being omn'vl_)
without an opp&or. he seemed totatly divested
of suspiaadh. Dy the most masterly strohes of
policy, L united all interests aud uwnuh‘(l all
diffcrences: and in order to Tessen emy and
prectae favoar, ke took care to disguise his 1w
gGespotism under names fanibiar, and allowed by
the constitution he had destroyed. "He clauned
to himsclf the title of Ei®peror, to preserve au-
thority over the ¥rmy: he caused himself to Le
created ‘lribune, to nfnage the people; and
Prince ¢t the Scnate, to govern there, lhus
uniting i his own tvrs«m 80 many different
powers, he was also burtbened with the cares
helonaing_
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belonging ‘to each scparate department; and
while he did the greatest good to others, fully
gratifiéd his ambition in the discharge of his
duty. In this manper the peoplc’s interests and
his ambition seemed to co-operate; and while he
governed all, he allowed them to indulge the idea
that they were governing themselves.

For this purpose, as he had gained theempire
by his army, he resolved to govern it by the se-
nate ; which, though greatly fallen from its an-
cient splendour, he knew to be the most capuble
of wisdom and justice. To these, therelore, he
committed the chief power in the administra-
tion of his government, while he still kept the
people and the army stedfast to him by do-
natives, and acts of favour. By these mcans,
all the odium of justice fell upon the senate,
and all the popularity of pardon was solely his
own,

After having established this admirable order,
Augustus found himself agitated by difierent
passions ; and couvsidered a long time, whether
he should keep the empire or restore the pecple
1o their ancient liberty.  ‘The examples of Sylla

,and Casar variously operated upon him, He,
reflected that Sylla, who had voluntarily quit-
ted the dRtatorsbip, died peaceally in  the
midst of his cnennes ; while Cassar, who had
kept it, wus. assasinated by his most intimate
friends.  Under these impressions, he discoverwd
the disordér of his mind to his two pringipal
{riends, Aerippn and Mecanas.  Agrippa, Who
had assisted fn gaining the empire by his valbur,
advised him to resign it; but Mccenas, was of
@ ¢gnirary opinion. This minister, whohaliees
eyifed so much glory by his patronage oflitera-

ture,
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ture, was more an admirer of the useful than
the splendid virtues, and was better satisfied
with what only smoothed their vanity, or flattered
them with an empty name. . He therefore,
intreated Auglistus to consider the advantage of
his country; be described the empire as too
great and unwieldy to subsist without the most
vigorous master, and likely to fall into pieces,
if under a variety of rulers. To these he added
a dissuasive, perhaps still more prevailing; names
ty, the safety of the emperor, which nothing
but his present authority could securc. These
reasons prevailled with Augustus, who seems
to have heen well inclined to preserve that power
which he had so hardly laboured to obtaip, and
who, in all probability had only been sounding
the disposition of his friends. IFrom that time,
Augustus adopted the advice of Mecepas, not
only in this instance, but on every other occa-
sion. By the instructions of that great minister,
he became gentle, affable, and humane. By his
advice it was, that he formed a rcsolution of
never being concerned at what was said against
him; but atthe same time he took care to en-
courage men of learning, and to cultivate their
friendship, who in their turn relieved his most
anxious haurs, and circulated his praise through
the empire,

Augustus being now convinced of the attach~
ment of all orders of the state to his person, de-
termined to impress the people with an idea of

. his magnanimity, in pretending a wish to relin-
quish the sovercign power. The consequence
was, that all unanimously besought him to con-
tinue the government witls which he complied,

apparefitly
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apparently reluctant, but no doubt with real
pleasure. The senate, indeed, was so gratified
with this show of moderation on one hand, and
acquiescence on the other, that they ordered the
pay of his guard to be doubled, and heaped
new honours upon him. Still, however, .he
assumed the government for no longer a period
than ten years; but managed so well, that his
power was constantly renewed. It was now
that the surname of Augustus was legitimately
bestowed on him, while he was confirmed in the
title of father -of his country, and his person
declared sacred and inviolable. In short, flattery
seemed on the rack to find out new modes of
pleasing him. But though he despised the arts
of the senate; he permitted their homage; well
knowing that, among mankind, titles produce a
respect which enforces anthority.
Upon his entering into his tenth consul-
ship, the senate, by oath, approved all ~gg’
his acts, and set him wholly above the.
power of the faws. 'They even offered to. swear
to the observance of not only all the laws he 1ad
made, but such as he should make for the
futurc; in short, he exercised the most unlimited
*power over the people, without theiy seeming to
fcel or to know 1t. T e

The accymulation of titles and employmenits,
which appeared to have devolved on Augustus ra-
ther than to have been assumed by him, did motin
the least diminish his assiduity in filling the duties
of each. Scveral very wholesome edicts wereissued
by his command, tending to suppress corruption
in the senate, and licentiousness in the people.
He ordained that none should cxhibit & shew of
gladiators without orders from the senate, t;:nd
eR
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theu no oftener than twice a year; nor with
more than an hundred and twenty at a time.
This law was extremely necessary at so corrupt
a period of the empirg; when whole armies of
these unfortunate men were brought at once
upon the stage, and compelled to fight, etten till
half of them were slain. It had been usual also
with the knights, and some women af the first
distinction, to exhibit themsclves as dancers upon
the theatre; he ordered that not only they, but
their children and grandchildren, should be
restrained from such exercises for the future.
He fined many who had refused to marry at a
certain age; and rewarded such as had several
children. 1lc ordered that virgins should not
be married till twelve years of age; and per-
mitted any person to kill an adulterer taken in
the fact. Iic cnacted that the senators should
be always held in great reverence; adding to
their outward dignity what he had takea from
their rcal power. lic made a law that no man
should have the freedom of the city without
a previous cxamination mto his merit and
character,  He appointed new rules and limits
to the manumussion of slaacs, and was himself
very strict in the observance of them, With"”
regard to [ﬁ-ayors, of whom he was very fond,
be scverely examined their morals, pot allowing
the Jeast Jicentiousness in their lives, nor in-
deceney in their actions. Though he encou-
razed the athletic exercises, yet he would not
peimit women to be present at thems holding
it to be unbccoming the modesty of the sex.
In order: to prevent bribery in suing for
offices. he took considerable sums of mope
from the candidates, by‘way of pledge; and 1f
any
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any indirect practices were proved against them,
they were obliged to forfeit all. Slaves had
been hitherto disallowed to confess any thing
against their own masters ; but he abolished the
practice; directing the slave to be first sold to
another, and his examination against his last
master to be, then, free. These, and many
other laws, all tending to extirpate vice, or de-
ter from crimes, gave the manners of the people
another complexion; so that the rough charactes
of the Roman was now softened into refine-
meunt. “

His own example tended a good deal to humanize
his fellow citizens. Being placed above all
equality, he had nothing to fear from conde-
scension ; hence he was familiar with all, and
suffered himself to be reprimanded with the
most patient humility.  Though he was, by
the single authority of his station, capable of
¢ondemning or acquitting whomsoever re thought
proper; yet he gave the laws their proper course;
and even somctimes condescended to pleal for
those he desired to protect. One of his veteran
soldiers having entreated his protection in a law-
suit, amd Augustus, taking little notice of his re-
-fjuest, desired him to apply to an advocate—
“ Ah!’ replied the soldier, ‘it was not by
*¢ proxy that Iserved you at the battle of Actium.”
This reply pleased Augustus so much, that he
pleaded his cause in person, and gained it for
him. Ie was so affable, that he returned the
salutations of the meencst person. One day a
person presented him with a petition, but with so
much awe, that Augustus was displeased with
his meanness: ¢ What friend,” cried he, ¢ you
‘“ seom as if you were offering something to an
“ elcphant, and not to aman :=be belder.” .?m

ays
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day, as he was sitting on the tribunal, in judg-
ment, Mccanas perceiving by his temper that
he was inclined to be severe, attempted to speak
to him: but not being able to approach him for
the crowd, he threw a paper into his lap, on
which was written, ¢ Arise, exccutioner.” Au-
gustus read it, without displeasure, and im-
mediately rising, pardoned those whom he was
disposed to condemn. But, what most -of all
shewed his acquired greatness of mind, was his
treatment of Cornelius Cinna, Pompey’s grand-
son. This nobleman had entered into a very
dangerous conspiracy against him: but the plot
was discovered betore it was ripe for execution.
Augustus, for some time, debated with himself
how to act; but at last his clemency prevailed
he therefore sent for those who were guilty, and
ufter reprimanding them, dismissed them, with-
out any other punishment. Butin order to mortify
Cinna, he thus addressed him in particular, <[
“ have twice given you your life; first, us an
¥ enemy; now, as a conspirator: 1 now- give you
¢ the consulship: let us, therefore, befriends for
¢ the future; and let us only contend .in shewing,
“ whether my confidence, or your fidelity, shall
“ Le victorious.” This generosity, which the ems.
acmr very diappily timed, had so good an effect,
hat from fhat instunt, conspiracies ceased to be

formed against him,
During a long reign of forty years, Augustus
sceied to find his own bappiness in that of his
cople, and to study to preserve them in peace.
‘e wars which were carried on in the distant
provinces rather aimed at enforcing submission
than at extending dominion; for he had made it
a rule to carry on no operations in which ambi-
tion, and not the safety of the statv, was concerned.
Nevertheless,
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Nevertheless, the Roman arms, under bhis lieu-
tenants, were still generally crowned with.success.
The Cantabrians in Spain, who had revolted, were
more than once quelled by 'liberius his step-son,
Agrippa his son-in-law, and Ailius,Lamia. The
Germaus also, who had made repeated excursions
into the territorics of Gaul, were repressed by
Lolllus. The Rhetians were conquered by
Drusus the brother of Tiberius; and the Dessi
and Silatie, barbarous nations, making anirruption
into Thrace, were overthrown by Piso. ‘The
Duacians were repressed with more than one
defeat : the Armenians also were brought into
due subjection by Caius his grandson. The
Getulians, in Africa, took up arms; but wero
subdued by the consul, Caius Cossus, who
thenee received the surpame of Getulicus. A
dangerous war was also carried on against the
Dalmutians and Pannonians; who; having eol-
fected an army of two hundred thousand foot,
and nine thousand horse, threatened Rome
itself with destruction.  levies were tl erefors
made in Italy with the utimost expedition; the
seteran troups were recalled from all parts;
and  Augustus  went to \riminum, for the
«.greater comvdnience of giving his directionss
This war continued near threc y@u; being
principally managed by Tibérius and’ German.-
cus; the Jatter of whom gained great reputation
azaimst -these fierce and barbarous dnvaders,
Upon their réduction, Bato, their leader, bring
summoned before the tribunal of ‘Tiberius, and
Leing ashed “how he conld dare to revolt
azunst the power of Rome? the bold:barbasin
veplied, ** that the Romans, and sosl he, were
the aggressers; since thby had seat, instead of
SR N dogs
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dogs and shepherds to secure their flocks, only
wolves and bears to devour them.” But the
war which was most fatal to the Roman interests,
during this reign, was that which was managed
by Quintilius Yarus. This general invading the
territories of the Germans, was induced to follow
the enemy among their forests avd marshes,
with his anny in detachments; when he was
entirely cut off, with his whole army, composed
of the choieest troops of the cmpire.  The
affliction, from this defeat, seemed to sink very
deep upon the mind of Augustus: he was often
heard to ery out, in a tone of anguish, * Quin.
“ tilius Varus, restore me my legions!” But
amidst the love of tus people, and a great share
_of public prosperity, Augustus was not exempt
from ills of a dumestic nature*. Ile had married
Livia, the wife of Tiberius Nero, by the consent
of her husband, at a time when she was six months
gone with child. Beiug an imperious woman,
and conscious of being beloved, she contiolled
him ever atter at her pleasure. She had two
sous by her former husband; 'Tiberius, the
elder, whom she greatly loved; and Drusus,
who was born three months after she had becn
married to Augustus, and who was thought te
be his own fson. The cldest of these, Tiberius,
whom he afterwards’adopted, and who succeeded
bim in the empire, wus a good genera), but of a
suspicious and obstinate temper; so that though
he was serviceable to Augustus in his foreign
wars, yet he often disturbed his quict at home.

mn was often heard to exclaim, ¢ How happy
:l; ol I bave been, had I never had a wife uor chil-
ren !

Drusus,
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Drusus®, the other son of Livia, died in
kis return from an expedition against the A- Cs
Germans, leaving Augustus inconselable %
for his loss. But his greatest affliciton “g3gy
was, the conduet of bis daughtex Julia,
whom he had by Scribonia, his former wife.
This woman, whom he had first married to his
nephew Muarcellus, thento his general Agrippa,
and after both their deaths to Tiberius, set ne
bounds to her lewdness: the very court. where
her father presided, was not exempt from her
debaucheries. He, at first, thought of putting
her to death; but, after some consider- c
ation, he banished her to Pandataria, com- “'g ™
manding that no person should come 4
near her, without his own permission; but-he
permitted her mother Scribonia to bear jher’
company. Afterwards, whenever any attempted
to intercede for Julia, his answer was, “t
firc and water should sooner unite, than he wit
her.” However, she had two sons by Agrippa,
named Caius und Luciys, from whom gr:at ex-
pectations were formed; but they died when
scarcely arrived at man’s ostate. Thus Au-
gustus, having in a great mcasure survived all
his ncarest relations, at length in the seventy-
fourth year of his age, began to think of retiring,
in good earnest, from the fatigues or state ;. and
therefore constityted Tiberius his successor, in
the usual employments.  However, he could
not entircly forsake the administration «of the
state, which habit had mixed with his satis-
factions; but still continucd a watchful guar lian
of its interests, and shewed himself togthe*last
a lover of his people. ©
# It has heen supposed that he was taken off by poi-
Jon, fest he shuld Lave supplanted Tiberiug,.
M 2 Soon
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Soonafter, Augustus scems to have been appre-
hensive of his approaching end; for, he made
his will, and delivered it to the vestal virgins.
He then solemnized the census, and found the
number ‘of the citizens to be four millions
one hundred and thirty-seven thousand.  While
these ceremonies were performed in the Campus
Martius, it is said, that an eagle flew round
the emperor several times, and directing
its flight to a neighbouring temple, perched over
- the name of Agrippa; which was by the augurs
conceived to portepd the death of the emperor.
qurtly after, having accompanied Tiberius in
his‘maich into Illyria, as far as Beneventum,
be was there taken ill of a diarrhea. Re-
turning thence, he came to Nola, near Capua;
“and finding himself dangerously ill, he sent
for Tiberius, with the rest of his most inti-
wate friends and acquaintance. He did not
continue long to indulge vain hopes of recovery;
but convinced that his cnd was at hand, patiently
awaited itsarrival. A few hours before his death,
he ordered u looking-glass to he brought, and
his hair to be adjusted with more than usual
care. 1le then addressed his friends, whom he
beheld surrounding his bed, and desired to
know, whefher he had properly played his part
in life; to which being answered in the affirma-
tive, he cried out with his last breath, ¢ Then
“ give me your applause;” and thus, in the
seventy-sixth year of his age, after reigning
.. forty-one, he cxpired in the arms of
A. D. |ivia, bidding her remcmber their mare
™ wiage, und farewel,
The death of the emperor, when knawn, caused
inexpressible grief throughout the whole Roman .
empre; aud his funcral was performed with great
magnificence:
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magnificence. These solemn rites héing dis-
churged, onc of the emperors’s freemen publicly
read his will in the senate-house, in which he
made Tiberius and Livia his heirs; and by that,
Livia was likewisc adopted into the Julian family,
and honoured with the name of Augusta. He
gave comsiderable legacies to many private pers
sons, to the pratorian guards, to the legionary
soldicrs, and to all the citizens of Rome.

Among his writimgs were found directions
to Tiberius, for governing the emipire.  From
these it appeared to be his opinion, ¢ that no
man, how great a favourite socver hexmight be,
should be intrusted with too much authority,
lest it should induce him to turn tyrant; and
that none should desire to cnlarge the cmpire,
which was already preserved with difficulty.”
Thus he seemed studious of serving his country
to the very last, and the sorrow of the people
scemed equal to his assiduity. It was decreed,
that all the women should mourn for him-a
whole year. Temples were erected to him;
divine honours were allowed him; and ene
Numericus Atticus, a scnutor, willing to convert
the adulation of the times to his own” benefit,
received a large sum of money, for swearing
that he saw him ascending into heaven. '

Sueh werc the honours paid ‘o Augustus,
whose power began in the slaughter, and ter-
minated in the happiness of his subjects; so
that it was said of him, ¢ that it had been good
for mankind, if he had never been born, or had
never died.” e gave the government an eir
suited to the disposition of the timeg; he. in-
dulged his subjects in the pride of sceiffg the ap-
pearance of a republic, while he really ‘made
shem happy in the effects of an absolute

u3 monarchy,
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monarcly, guided by the most consummate
prudence. In this last virtue, he seems to have
excelled most monarchs; and indeed, could we
separate Octavius from Augustus, he would be
- one of the most faultless princes in history. The
loug peace which his subjects enjoyed, during
his administration, way be ascribed entirely to
his moderation; und about the middle of
his rcigu, the greatest part of mankind saw
themselves, at once, professing obedience to one
- monarch, and in perfect harmony with
- C cach other. This was the time in” which
48, y .
ouy Saviour, Jesus Christ, came into the
world, to make a more ample revelation of the
will of God, and give new sanctions to the
practice of every human virtue, by his own ex-
ample. 1lle was born in Judew, in the seven
hundred and fifty-second year of Rowme, the
twenty-fifih of the reign of Augustus, and in
the four thousand and third year of the world,
according to the common computation.
Augustus left his successor in possession of
great pepularity, and a happy cmpire; but he
immediarely found means to injure his popu-
larity, by claiming as a debt, that homage
which his predecessor was willing to receive as
a fuvour; and subverted the happiness of the
empire, by making a distinction betwoen the
weltare of the prince and the people.
The first object of Tiberius's suspicion,
A-C. when be came to the empire, was Agrippa
v C .l’osthumu‘, the third and only remain-
> aeg. ing son of the general of that name, by
Julia, daughter of Augustus. This youth
having been guilty of meny irregulavities, was
banished by Augustus into the islund of Plana-
sivan ; and was now murdered by the order of
Tibenus
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Tiberius; who pretended that it was done by
the particular appointment of the late cmperor,

m lus anxiety for the sufety of the succession,
The people in general were now ready to
suffer; every injury, “without nurmuring.  Lvery
order of the state was ambitions of slavery,
and only desirous wof shewing the estent of
their obcdience, by the huunlity of their adu-
lation  All suits and pettions were made to
Tiberius “alone; and, at the same time, he
took care, with a deep dissimulation, to have
it thought that he wished to be exonerated
from the toil of attending to so much duty, and
that he was induced to undertule it, only in
compliance with the desives of the senate, and
tor the good of the people. In fact, he had
acted so long in a lictitious character, being
now filty-six years old, that Le had not the reso-
lution, all at once, to shew himsel! in lus native
colours. In the beginning of hus reign, there-
tore, nothing appv.ucd but prudence, generosity,
and clcmeuc). He utterly rv]u\u-(l rany of
those great names and titles of hanour which
were so hberally offered Lim by the senate. He
prohibited their erecting statutes to him bat upon
certuln occasions, aml nuwluul) forbade their
worshipping him as a deity.  When they offered
to swear to obey all the ordinances which at
any tme he mi ht enact, hie checked their vile
adulation; by observing, ¢ that all sublunary
things were mutable an(l uncertain, an. the
higher he was raised, his state was only the
more exposed to danger.” e acsumed also
an appearance of great patience and maderation
upon all occasions; for, having learnt that some
percons had spoken ill both of him and Lis
government, he shewcd no resentinent, ‘!‘-l.ll
maaly
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mildly replied, “ that in a frce city, the tongues
of men ought also to be {ree,”

When some govenors had indicated a mode
of increasing his revenues, he, with indignation
answered, ¢ that a good shepherd ought to
shear, but never flay his flock.” e made
many sumptuary edicts against taverns, and
places of public resort; he puniched dishonest
matrons, and even prohibited hissing, by way of
salutation. e was very vigilant in suppressing
robberies and seditions, and caused justice to be
duly and regularly administered, throughout
every part ot Italy. In short, the commence-
ment of his reign was such a tissue of deep-laid
deccit, that he made .every one the dupe of his
affectution of goodness,

The suecess of Germanicus, however, soon
brought his natural dispositions to light, and
discovered the malignity of his mind without
disguise. e was scarcely well scttled on his
throne, when he received intelligence that the
legions in Pannoma, hearing of the death of
Auguslus, and desirous of novelty, had re-
volted ; but these were soon quicted, and Per-
cennius, their leader, slain. A commotion in
Germany was attended with much more im-
portant condpquences.  The legions in that part
of the empire were conducted by Germanicus,
the son of Drusus, late brother of Tiberius, a
youth of the most admirable qualities, and who
had been, at the late emperor's request,
adopted, in order to succced to the empire.
The legions under his command had taken the
opportunity of his absence to revolt, and now
bouldly began to affirm that the Roman empire
was 10 their gift, as its principal grandeur was
pwing to the success of their arms. When Ger-

munigcys

it
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‘mantens returned, they unanimously resolved to
choose him emperor.  This general was the
durling of the soldiers, and might with very
little difficulty have raised himself to the highest
dignity in the state. But his dwty prevailing”
over his ambition, he rejected their offers with
the utmost indignation, and used the most in-
defutigable endeavours to quell the sedition, and
to prevent its remewal, by leading lus forces
against the Germans.

Tiberius was as much gratified with the loy-
alty of Germanicus, as he was distressed at his
superior popularity, His success immediately
after, against the Germans, whom he over-
threw in several batties, eacited stjll more the
empcrer’s cnvy and private disgust. Among his
other atchievements, was not considered as the
least honourable, that of recovering the standards
which had been taken from the unfortunate Varus,
end erecting trophies to the memory of his own
army, in those very wilds in which the legions
of the former were slain.

All these victories only served to enflame
the emperor’s jealousy ; und every virtue in
the general, now became a new cause ef of-

“fence. Tiberius began by trying to find some
plausible pretence of dctaching Qsermanicus
from the legions. But he was for a while obliged
to postpone his purpuse, upon account ‘of a
domestic insurrcction, raised in Italy by one
Clemens, who had been a slave to the woung
Agrippa that was slain. This adventurer being
about the same age, and in person very much
resembling his late master, assumed his nae,
and caused it to be reported in all parts of Italy
that Agrippa was still alive. This fiction, idle
as it was, had a surprising influence through the

empire
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empire, and accasioned many tumults ; Clemeng
hiwself boldly asscerting his cliim, and now and
then appearing in different parts of the country,
when be could do it with safefy. Tiberius de-
termined to oppose fraud to imposture ; and ac-
cordingly two soldiers were employed, who, by
pretending an attachment to Clemens, speedily
tound an opportunity of scizing hin.  ‘the im-
postor being brought betore liberius, the latter
sternly demanded how lhie came to be Agrippa?
To which the other as boldly 1replied, « By the
“ same arts which you have become Caxsar.””
Tiberius finding by Ins resolution, that it was
vain to expect any discovery from him of his ac-
complices, resolved to put him immediately to
death; which accordingly was exccuted in pri-
vate, under the apprehension of a commotion of
the people.

Being freed from this domestic eneny, Tiber
rius tuined his thoughts on the most specious
means of effecting the ruin of Germanicus.  An
invasion of the Parthians afforded him the fairest
opportunity. ‘lhat ficrce and unconquerable
people having slain two of their own kings, and
refused to accept at third, who had been an hos-
tage at Rome, broke the peace which had been
ratified in the reign of Augustus, and invaded
Armema, a hingdom tributary to the empire.
Tiberius embraced the occasion of recalling
Germanicus, and removing him {rom the com-
mand ot those legions which were 100 much de-
voted to Lis intercst.  He began by procuring
him a triumph for his victory in Germany ; and
then writing té him to return, in order to enjoy
these honours which the senate had decreed:
adding, that he had reaped enough of glory in
2 country where he had beent sent mine times,

and
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and had been every time victorious. To these
specious civilities Germanicus made no direct
reply, but carnestly entreated the continuance of
his command for one year longer, only to finish
the enterprises he had begun.  ‘Tiberius, how-
ever, was too well skilled in dissimulation to stop
here; he made him an offer ot the consulship,
and requested that he would caccute the office
in person, :

Germanicus, though he probably saw through
the empcror’s motives, hestated no longer to
obey. As he approached the cty, he was met
by infinite maltitudes, who received him rather
with marks of adoration than vespect. The
gracefulness of his person, his triumphal cha-
riot, in which were carried his five children, and
the recovered standards of the army of Varus,
threw the people into a phrensy of joy and ad-
miration. ‘Tiberius, though inwardly repining,
seemed to join in the general rapture: he gave
the people, in the nume of Germanicus, three
hundred sesterces each man; and the succeeding
year, made him his colleague in the consulship.
However, his real aim was to send him at a dis-
tance from Rome, where his popularity wus now
‘become odious to him; and yct, not to give him
such a command as could at any tin be turned
against humself. 'The Parthian invasion was
very convenient for his desigus; and, besides,
there now offered other pretexts for sending him
into Asia. Antiochus, king of Cowagena, and
Philopater, king of Cilicia, being both dead,
some diffcrences arose 1 those nations to:tle
prejudice of the Romans. At the samg time,
Syria und Judea, overburthened with taxes, made
earpest supplications of redress. These, there-
tore, appeured to be objects worthy the ancmiox}

)
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of Germanicus; and, in consequence, all the
provinces of Asia were readily decreed to him,
with more extensive power than had heen grant-
ed to any govenor before. But Tiberius, in
order to counteract this power, had sent Cueius
Piso governor into Syria; with secret instructions
to oppose Germanicus upon every occasion; and
even to procure his death, if he could without
suspicion. '
Germanicus, soon after his appointment,
A. D. departed from Rome for his castern ex-
* pedition, carrying with him his wife
Aprippina and his children. In the mean time,
Piso, who had preceded him, set about the exe-
cution of his commission, and threw every im-
pediment in the way of his success. In a short
time, however, Germanicus replaced the king of
Armenia, who was a friend to the Romans; re-
duced Cilicia and Comagena into Roman pro-
vinces; and soon after obliged the king of Par-
thia to suc for peace; which was granted him,
much to the advantage and honour of Rome,
Notwithstanding all this, Piso did not ceuse to
defame the illustrious general, and openly to
censure all his proceedings. ‘These eftorts of
malice were disregarded ; Germanicus opposed
only paticnce and condescension to invective;
and, with that gentleness which was peculiar to
him, repaid rescntment by courtesy. Not igno-
rant of the motives, he was rather willing to
evade than oppouse enmity. Ile took a voyage
into Egypt, under a pretence of viewing the cele-
brated antiquities of that country ; but my’ reality
to avoid the machinations of Piso, and those of
his wife, Plancina, which it seems were'still more
dangerous. Uponhisreturn, he suddenly feil sick ;
and,
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and, whether from a mind previously alarmed,
or from move certain knowledge of treachery,
he sent to let Piso know, that he broke off' all
further connections and friendship with him, A
short interval of convalescence restored the hopes
of his friends ; and the citicens of Antioch pre-
parcd to offer sacrifices for his recovery. But
Piso, with his lictors, disturbed their solemnities,
and dreve off their victims from the foot of the
altars. Germanicus relapsing, grew daily worse;
and finding his end. approaching, he addressed
his friends who stood roynd his bed, to the fol-
lowing effect; “ Ilad my death been natural, I
“ might have reason to complain of being thus
“ snutched away from all the cndearmeuts of
¢ life, at so carly an age; but now my complaints
“arc aggravated, in fulling the victim of Piso
*“ and Plancina’s treachery.  Let thé ‘emperor,
¢ therelore, I conjure you, know the manner of
“my death, and the tortures I suffer. Those
who loved me when living, those even who
“ envied my fortune, will feel some regret, wien
“ they hear of a soldier, who had so often es-
*¢ caped the rage of the enemy, fulling a sacrifice
“ to the treachery of a woman. Plead then my
< cause before the people; you will be heard
“ with pity; and if my murderers shoubd pretend
“ to have acted by command, they will either
¢ receive no credit, or no pardon.”  Ashe spoke
these words he stretched forth his hand, which
Lis weeping friends tenderly pressing, solemmly
vowed, that they would sooner lose their lives
than their revenge. The dying prince then
turning to his wite, conjured her by his memory,
and all the bonds of nuptial love, to subiit to
the neees:ity of the times, and to evade the re-
sentment of her more powerful enemies, by not

N opposing
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opposing it. Thus much he said openly ; some-
thing more was uttered in private; and shortly
alter he expired.

Nothing could exceed the distress of the

A-D. ywhole empire, upon hearing of the death |

of Gehmanteus,  But the people of Rome
secmed to put no bounds to their grief. A
vacation was wade in all public and domestic
duties ; the strects were filled with lamentations ;
the people cast stones at their temples, and flung
down their altars; while new-born infants were
exposed, as objects not worthy paternal attention
in this universal calamity.

There is little doubt but Germanicus suspect-
ed that he was poisoned by the artifices of Piso
and Plancina, and the people scem to have en-
tertained the same idca, Even the emperor
himsclf, and his mother Livia, did not wholly
escape censure.  The distress and indignation
which had been thus excited, was however soon
after greatly increased by the arrival of Agrip-
pina, the virtuous widow of Germanicus, who
appeared bearing the ashes of her husbaud, and
attended by all her children.  As she approached
the city, she was met by the senate, and the
whole body of the people of Rome, with a
strange mixturc of acclamation and sorrow. The
veteran soldiers, many of whom had served
under Germanicus, gave the sincercst testimonies
of their concern. The whole multitude, while
the ashes were depoited in the tomb of Augus-
tus, at first regarded the ceremony in profound
silence ; but shortly after, all of a sudden, broke
out into loud lamentations, crying, that the
<commonwealth was now no more.

Tiberius, whose jeulousy had some reason lta:
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be alarmed at this excess of sorrow, used all
his art to conceal his chagrin, and made a show
of sharing in the general calamity. llc even
per mitted tho accusation of Piso, who wis supe
osed to be merely the mstrumont of his ven-
geance : but this man, sceing there was no hopes
of being sereened, cither dispatched himself, oe
was takcn off privately in his own house. Ilis
wife Plancina, who was universally believed to
be most culpable escaped punishment for.the
present, but at last suftered as she deserved.

About a year after the death of Germanicus,
Tiberius took his own son Drusus psa colleague
with him in the consulship; and, willing to ini-
tiate him into business betlmcs, Icft him in the
government of the city, while he himself retired,
under the pretence ot indisposition.  About this
time, several nations of the Gauls revolted, and
mude such progress at first, that the fame of
their succestes spread consternation ceven as far
as Rome.  Caius Bilius, however, marched with
the Roman legions to oppose them; and gained
a great and decisive vi(tmy A revolt alm hap-
ponwl about this time in Numidia, under Tacta-
,rinas, who had rebelled once betore ; but he was
now, 1 some easure, brought umlsr by Bla-
sus; who, in consequence, receivedsthe hqnour
of being saluted Imperator,

HUitherto ‘Tiberius had kept within bounds
but being now in the ninth ycar of his reign, and
having no object of jealousy to awe him, he be-
gan to pull ofl the mask entirely, and appear in
his natural character. A law at that time sub-
sisted, which made it treason to form ady inju-
rious attempt against the majesty of the people,
Tiberius assumed to himself the interpretation

N 2 . » and
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and enforcement of this law,; and exteaded it
not only to the cases which really affected the
safety of the state, but to every conjuncture that
could possibly be favourable to his hatred or
suspicions. All freedom was consequently ba-
nished from convivial meetings; and distrust
veigned amongst the ncarest relations. The
gloomy disposition and insincerity of the prince,
were diffused through all ranks of men : friend-
ship bhad the air of an allurement to betray ; a
fine genius was but a shining indiscretion ; and
even virtue itself was considered as an impertineht
intruder.

The law of offended majesty being revived,
the first of note that fell a sacrifice to it, was
Cremutius Cordus, who, in his Annals of the Ro-
man empire, had called Brutus the last of the
Romans. This brave man sceing his destruction
inevitable, resolved to defeat the malice of the
tyrant, and died a voluntary death.

About the commencement of these sangui-
nary measures, Tiberius took into his confidence
Sejanus, & Roman knight, who found out the
method of gaining his confidence by the most
refined degree of dissimulation, in which he was
an overmgtch for his master. 1le was close and
subtle in his designs, but bold and aspiring in
his attcmpts ; modest to outward appearance,
but concealing an ambition that knew no bounds.
He was made by the emperor captain of the
preetorian guards, one of the most confidential
trusts in the state: * and extolled in the senate as
a worthy associate in his labours. The servile
senators, with ready adulation, set up the statues
of the favourite beside thosc of Tiberius, and
scemed eager to pay him similar honours, Itis’

not
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not well known whether he was the adviser of
all the cruelties that ensued after; but certain it
is, that from the beginming of his ministry, Ti-
berius seemed tb become more fatally suspicious
and mere cruel.

So secure was the minister in the favour of
Tiberius, that he even ventured to aspire at the
throne, and to make the emperor’s foolish con-
fidence one of the first steps to his ruin.  How-
ever, he considered that cutting off Tiberius
alone, would rather returd than promote his de-
signs, while his son Drusus, and the children of
Germanicus, were -yet remaning,  He
therefore hl'"'ln by corrup ting Lmu, the 4 D
wile of Drusus, whom, after haviug de- &
bauched, he prevaled upon to pewson her lms-
band. Tiberins bore the loss of his son with
great composure ;5 he was even heard to jest upon
the accaston 5 for when the ambassadors from
Troy came somewhat late with their compliments
of condolence, he answered their pretended dis-
tresses, by condoling with thcm also upon the
death of Hector.

Scjanus having succeeded in this, was resolved

wto make his next attempt upon the clildren of
Germanicus, the undoubted heirs to shie cmpn'e ;
but being trustrated in his designs, by the fide-
delity of their governors, and the chastity of
Agrippina, their mother, he chanoed his aims,
and used all his address to percuade Tiberius to
retire to some agrecable retreat, remote from
Rome. From this he expected many advantages,
since there could be no access to the emperor
but by him. He therefore began to insmunte
to Tiberius the great and numerous incomems=
snces of the city; the futigues of attending the se-
N3 nate;
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nate; and the seditious temper of the inferior
citizeiis of Rome. The emperor, cither pre-
vailed upon by his persuasions, or pursuing the
natural turn of his temper, which led to indo-
lence and debauchery, in the twelfth year of his

A.D. Teign left Rome, and never morc return-

26. ed. lle spent the greatest part of his

time in the island of Caprea, a.place
which was rendered as infumous by his pleasures,
as detestable by his cruclties, which were shock-
ing to human nature. This delightful spot lies
three miles from the continent, and opposite Na-
ples.  Buried in this retreat, he abandoned hin-
self to the most shamelul enjoyment, vegardless
of public events. An inwrrection of the Jews,
upon placing his statae in Jerusalem, under the
governinent of Poatius Pilate, cave him npo sort,
of uncasiness.---The falling of an amphitheatre
at Fiden, in which fifty thousand persons were
either hilled or wounded, no way aticcied his re-
pose.

At this time he was siaty-seven years old 3
and his person was as displeasing, as his mind
was deformed.  Ile was quite bald before 5 his
fuce was all broke out into ulcers, aud covered
over with plasters 1 Jus body was bent forward 3
while its exsreme height and leanness, inereased
its defornur:. His whole study now seemed
to centre in forcing his jaded appetites. e
spent whole nights in debaucheries at the table ;
aud he appointed Pomponius Flacceus and Lu-
aus Piso to the first posts of the empire, for no
other merit than that of Laving sat up with him
two days and two mghts without interruption.
«=-These he called his fiiends of all hours.  Ile
made one Nuvelins Torguatus a preter, for

being
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being able to drink off five bottles of wine at a
draught. His luxuries of another kind were
still more detestable, and seemed to increase
with his drunkenness and gluttony. le made
the most eminent women of Rome subsesvient
to his lusts, andall his inventions only aimed at
making his vices more extravagant and abomi-
nable. Inshort, m this retreat, he gave up all
attention to public business; if cver he was ac-
live, it was only to do mischjef. .

In fact, it had Leen happy fyr mankind had he
aiven up his suspicions when he declined the far
tigues of reiguing, and resigned the will to do
harm, when he divested himselfl of the power of
siving good.  But from the time of his retreat he
became more cruel ; and Sejanus was ever active
in adding fuel to his jealousy, and increasing his
malignity.  Secret spies and informers were
placed in all parts of the city, who converted the
most harmless actions into subjects of offence,
‘The infamous minister found his aims every day
succeeding ; the emperor's terrors were an ingtru-
ment that he wrought upon at his pleasure, and
by which he levelled every obstacle to his designs,

WBut the chief objects against whom he diregted
his vengeance were the children of (rermanicus.
Thesrr he sedulously endeavoured to* render?, ol
nonioas to7the cmperors to alarm him with $alse
vepurts of their ambition ; while at the same 38
he contrived to terrify them with fears of his
intended cruelty. By these means he so widenad
the breach, that he actuailly produced on both
sides those dispositions which he pretepded fo
obviate : till, at length, the two princes, Nero
and Drusus, being deciared encmies to the gtate,

‘ weie
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were starved to death in prison, and Agrippina,
their mother, was sent into banishment.

In censequence of pretended crimes many
others lost their lives. Virtue or influence were
sure to draw down the vengeance of Sejanus, who
yroceeded, removing all who stood between him
and the empire, while he was daily increasing in
confidence with Tiberius, and power with the
senate. The number of his statues exceeded even
those of the empetory people swore by his fortune,
in the same manner s they would have donc had
he been actually uponthe throne,and he was more
dreaded than even thé tyrant who actually en-
joyed the empire. But the rapidity of his rise
seemed only to accelerate the greatuess of his
downfal. Satrius Secundus was the man who fivst
had the holdness to accuse him to the emperor ;
and Antonia, the mother of Germanicus, seconded
the charge. What were the particulars of his
crimes, we cannot now learn; but certain it is,
that he attempted to usurp the empire by aiming
at the life of Tiberius. The emperor, sensible of
the traitor’s power, proceeded with his usual dis-
. simulation in having him apprehended. He
granted him new honours at the very time he re-.
solved his dcath ; but at the same time ordered
him to be confined: The senate were now slow in
complying with the imperial mandate ; they even
excecded it. Instead of sentencing him to impri-
sonment, they directed his execution. A strange
and instant revolution appearcd in the city : of
those numbers who but a moment before were
pressing into the presence of Sejanus with offers
of service and adulation, not one was found that
would scem to be of his acquaintance. Ashe was

tonducting to execution, the people loaded hltt:
wi
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with insult and execration. Heattempted to hide
his face with his hands, but even thjs was denied
him, and his hands were sccured., He ‘was pur-
sued with sarcastic reproaches, his statues , 1
were instantly thrown down, and he him- =5 ™
self shortly after strangled by the common ***
executioner. Nor did the rage of his cnemics
subsidg with his death ; his body was ignomini-
ously dragged about the streets, and his whole
family exterminated with him. Such was the end
of Sejanus, the profligate minion of a profligate
master ; a man whose living conduct deserves our
execration, but whose death may afford an uscful
lesson to an insulted people, and a worthless mi-
nister. The death of this wretch only inflamed the
cmperor’s rage for further executions, The pri-
sons were crowded with pretended-accomplices
in the conspiracy of Scjanus, and numbers of the
most illustrious persons of Rome, of all ages and
both scxes, became the victims of pretended
crimes, or of jealous suspicion.’ To such anext nt
indecd were legalized murders carried, that Tibe-"
riusbegan to grow weary of particularexecutions;
he therefore gave orders, that all the accused
«.should be put to death together, without fubthér
cxamination. The whole city was filled yith slapigh-
ter and mourning, The place of execution’was
a horrible scene ; .dead bodies, putrefying; ldy
heaped on each other, while even the friends of
the wretched convicts were denied the satisfadtion
of weeping, “Thus miserable were the Romans,
under the arbitrary rod of this gloomy tyrant; no
person, though ever so virtuous, could be safé ; or
rather the road to virtue was danger. Of'tWenty
senators whom he chose for his council, he put

sixteen
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sixteen to death. “ Let them hate me,” exclaim-
ed the monster, * so long as they obey me.”

So lost was Tiberius at last become to every
fecling of humanity, that he pretended to emy
the happiness of Priam in having outlived all his
posterity. Scarcely a day passed without some
barbarous execution, in which the sufferers were
obliged to undergo the most shumeful indignitics
and exquisite torments, or escape them by a vo-
luntary death. Sometimes he affected to be jo-
cular in his cruelties; particularly when a cer-
tain man, stopping an hearse, desired the dead
body to tell Augustus, that his legacies to the
people were yet unpaid. Tiberius sent for him,
and, having paid him his share, caused himto be
immediately executed, bidding him to tell Augus-
tus, that he, at lcast, had been satisfied.

It might have been imagined that such crueltics,
excrcised at Rome, would have satiated his love
of vengeance; but Caprea itsclf, the place <c-
cluded for his pleasures and his case, was dinly
contaminated not less with his cruelties than Lis
debauchery.  He often satisfied his exes with the
tortures of the wretches who were pur to death
before him ; and in the duys of Suetonius, the
Tock was Btill shewn from which he ordered such
as displeased him to be thrown headlong.

In this manner did the tyrant continue to tor-
ment his subjects, while he was himsclf the mar-

r of his own suspicions. In one of his letters to
3:9 senate, he confessed that the gods and god-
desses had so afilicted and confounded him, that
he knew not what or how to write : and, in fact, he
had every reason for such a confession; a plot-
ting scnate, a reviling people, his bodily infirmi-
tics increased by his luxuries, and his greatest fa-

. : vourites



vourites without attachment, hecause without
sccurity. The domestic policy of the empire,
also, was in the hands of miscreants ; and the
frontier provinces were invaded with impunity.
Moesia was seized on by the Dacians and Sarme-.
tians ; Gaul was wasted by the Germans; and
Armenin  conquered by the king of Parthia.
These were losscs that might have excited the,
vigilance of any other governor but Tiberius,
He, however, was so much a slave to his brutal
appetites, that he left his provinces wholly to the,
care of his licutenants; who on theif part was
intent rather on the accumulation of private for-
tune, than the safety of the state. Sucha total
disorder in the cmpire might be naturally sup-
posed to produce a degree of anxiety, in him who
governed it; and in fact he was heard to wish,
that IHeaven and carth might perish with him
when he died.

In this manner helived, odious to all the world,
and a torment to himself. At length, in the
twenty-second year of his.reign, he began to feel
the approaches of his dissolution, and found it
was time to think of a successor. After hesitati
for a long while, he chose Caligula, a you
whom he seems to have selected merely oniac-

“ount of his vices, which were well adapted to;to-
ver the memory of his predecessor’s enqrmitiess

But though Tiberius thought fit to nominate &
successor, he could by no means think of dying:
though totally forsaken by his appetites and en«
joyments, his dissimulation never forsook him3} he
therefore concetled his approaching decline with
the utmost care, as if he was willing at oncé to
hide it from the worldand himself. On the da;
which was destined to be ki last, he did all in his

: : pawer



.4ower to impress his attendants with an opinion
¥of his health: he continued at table till the
evening ; he saluted all his guests as they left the
room, and read the acts of the senate, in which
they had absolved some persons he had written
against, with great indignation. 'le resolved to
take signal vengeance of their disobedience, and
meditated new schemes of cruelty, when he fell
into such faintings as all believed were fatal. It
was in this situation, that, by Macro’s advice,
Caligula prepared to sccure his succession. He
received the congratulations of the whole court,
he caused himself to be acknowledged by the pra-
torian soldiers, and went forth from the em-
peror's apartment amidst the applauses of the
multitude ; when all of a sudden he was informed
tlu;t the emperor was recovered, that he had
begun to speak, and desired to cat. This unex-
pected account filled the whole court with terror
and alarm; every cne who had before Leen
earnest in testifying their joy, now re-assumed
their pretended sorrow, and left the new emperor
through a feigned solicitude for the fate of the
old. Caligula himself scemed thunderstruck ; he
preserved a gloomy silence, bxpecting nothing
but death, instead of the endpire to which he had,
aspired. Xucro, however, cut short the difficulty
gud the dahger, by ordering the emperor to be
smothered,-or as some will have it, to be
57, poisoned. - In this mauner died Tiberius,
. in- the seventy=eighth year of his age and
U-C. the twentj-third of his icign, His cha-
85. y . av
* racter- miay ‘be suffiviently lcarned from
the preceding history. It only remains, therefore,
to -characterise the people whomn he governed.
Jhe Romaus wére, at this time, arrived at the
highest
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highest pitch of effeminacy and vice. The
wealth of almost every nation in the empire,
having fo¥ some time circulated through the
city, brought with it the luxuries peculiar to
each.country; so that Rome presented a detes-
table picture of various pollution. In this rcign
lived Appicius, so well known for having reduced
gluttony into a system. Debaucheries of every
other kind kept pace with this; while the detes-
table folly of the times thought it was refining
upon pleasure to make it unnatural. ‘'The
senators seem to have had, no other study now,
but how they might shew the most ingenuity in
their adulation of the emperor, amd in their
torture of those whom he disliked.  The people
were still more corrupt; they had, for some
years, been accustomed to live upon donations,
and, being satisfied with subsistence, crptirely
gave up their freedom. 'Too effeminate and
cowardly to go to war, they only railed-against
their governors; they were bad soldiers, anl se-
ditious citizens. Nceed it then be wondered at,
that the history of Rome henceiorth presents
chiefly a dark picture of tyranny in the rulers,
,and of insolence in the pegple.  Good subjects
generally make good kings; while lgxury, sedi-
tion, discontent, and murmurs, in ¢he-populace, -
as usually produce severity, cruelty, snd sos-
picion, in him who is appointed to govern.
Little more need be said of those times, but
that, in the ecightecuth year of this monarch’s
reign, JEsvs Curist suffered crucifixion; as it
the universal depravity of mankind required no
less a saciifice than that of the Son of ‘Gobp to
expiate and reclaim.  Shortly after his passion,
Pilate wrote Tiberius an account of his eruci-
s () fixion,
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fixion, resurrection and miracles; upon which
the emperor made a report of the whole to the
senate, desiring that Crnest might be enrolled
among the number of the Roman gods. But
the senate being displeased that the proposal had
not come first from themselves, refused to allow
of his apotheosis ; alleging an ancient law, ‘which
gave them the superintendence in all matters of
religion, They even went so far as, by an edict,
to comman, that all Christians should leave the
city ; but Tiberius, by another edict, threatened
death to all such as should accuse them; by
which means they continued unmolested during
the rest of his reign; and if his life did not re-
flect a disgrace on human nature itself, Chris-
tianity, from this act of his moderation and jus-
tice, might have ranked hirm among its defenders.

CHAP.
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CLIAD, XV.

The Roman affairs during the rcigns of Caligula,
Claudius, and Nero, in whom cnded the Line of
the Cesars.

ALIGULA* was the son of Germanicus,
who had been the darling of the army and
the people; and his father’s name was a sufficient
passport to popularity. Succeeding a merciless
tyrant, even moderate merit would have looked
like excellence. Wherefore as he approached
Rome, the principal men of the state went out
in crowds to mect him. He received the con-
gratulations of the pcople on every side, all
cqually pleased in being delivered from the cruel-
ties of Tiberius, and in hoping for new advan-
tages from the virtues of his successor.

Caligula scemed anxious to impress them with
the opmion of a bappy change. Amidst the
rejoicings of the multitude, he advanced, mourn-
ing, with the dead body of Tiberius, which the
soldiers brought to be burnt at Rom?3, according
to the custom of that time. Upon® his entrance
iuto the city he was received with the new titles of
honour by the senate; who declared Caligula
sole successor to the empire, though Gemellus
the grandson of Tiherius had been left coheir.
The joy for this election was not confined to the

* He reeeived his name from Caliga, a shori buskin,
worn by the comwmon sentinels, and which be used iu
imitation of them,

o2 DATIOW
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narrow bounds of Italy, it spread through the
whole empire, and victims without number were
sacrificed upon the occasion.  Some of the people
upon his going into the island of Campania,
made vows for his return; and shortly after,
when be fell sick, the multitude crowded whole
nights round his palace, and some even devoted
themselves to death, in cuse he recovered. In
this affection of the citizens, strangers themselves
seemned ambitious to participate.  Artabanus,
king ot Parthia, who contemncd his predecessor,
sought the present emperor’s alliance with assi-
duity. In short, the whole world seemed com-
bined to praise him for virtues which their hopes,
and not their experience, had given him, and
in which they were universally mistaken. At
first, indeed, the conduct of Caligula was calcu-
lated to deceive.  He evinced the most pious re-
gard tp the memory of his deceased relatious in
general, and ordered the month of September to
be called Germanicus, in commemoration of his
futher. 1le checked the officious zeal of some
informers by alleging, that he was conscious of
nothing to descrve any man’s hatred, and, there-
fore, had no fears from their machinations,
le also ceused the institutions of Augustus,
which had been disused in the reign of Tiberius,
to be revived; and undertook to reform many
abuses in the state, particularly by punishing
‘corrupt governors. Among others, he banished
Pontius Pilate into Gaul, where this unjust ma-
gistrate afterwards committed suicide.

He degraded such knights as had been guilty
of any infamous erime, and banished without
remission the Spintriz, or inventors of abominable
recrcations, from Rome. lle attempted to

te restore
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restore the ancient manner of electing magistrates
by the suffrages of the people, and gave them a
free jurisdiction, without any appeal to himself.
Ile restored some kings to their dominions, who
had been unjustly dispossessed by Tiberius, and
gave them the arrears of their revenues. And,
that he might appear an encourager of every
virtue, he ordered a female slave a large sum of
money for enduring the most exquisite torments,
without betraying the secrets of her master.  So
many concessions, and such apparent virtue,
could not fail of receiving just applause. A\
shield of gold, bearing hisimage, was decreed to
be carried annually to the capitol, attended by
the scnate, and the sons of the nobility, singing
in praise of the emperor’s virtues;” and the day
on which he mounted the throne was inseried
amony the festivals.

Hapry had it been both for him and the em-
pire, had he maintained the reputation with
which he began. In less than eight monthg,
however, all this show of modcration and cle~
mency vanished, while furious passions, unex-
ampled avarice, and capricious cruelty, begur,
to wurp his mind.  As most of the cruclties of
“liberius arose from suspicion, so mog of those
committed by Caligula taok rise frgn prodiga-
hiy. Some, indeed, pretend that a disgrder
which happened soun after his accession to the
vmpire, entirely distorted his reason, and dis-
composed bis understanding.  However this may
be, madness itself could scarcely dictate eruel-
fies mare eatrgvagant, or inconsistencies mare
ridiculous, than are imputed to bim. - . °

The first object of his cruelty, andwne that will
scarcely bg gegretted by posterity, was a person

' 03 nained,
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named Politus, who had devoted himselfto death,
in cast the emperor, who was then sick, should
recover. When Caligula’s health was re-esta-
blished, he was informed of the zeal of Politus,
and actually compelled him to complete his vow.
Gemellus the next who suffered from his tyran-
nical kinsman’s inhumamty, The pretence
against him was, that he had wished the empe-
ror wight net recover; and for this Caligula or-
dered him to kill himself.  Silenus, the empe-
ror’s futher-in-law, was then put to death upon
slight su-picions; and Grecinus, a senator of
noted integrity, relusing to witness falsely
against him, shared s fate.  After, followed o
crowd of victims to the emperor’s avarice or
suspicion. .Among the number of those who
were sucrificed 1o his jealousy, was Macro, the
late favourite of Tiberius, and the person to
whom Caligula owed bis empire. e fell justly ;
but  his fate, an innocent family was involsed.

These cruelties seemed only the first fruits of
a mind naturally timid and suspicious: his va-
nity apd profusion soon gave rise to others which
weie more atrocious, us they sprung from mo-
tives less venial. His pride first appeared by
his assuming to himsclt the title of ruler,
which wasvusually granted only to hings. Not
long after, he cliimed divine henpurs, and
gave himself the names of such divinitics as he
thought most agrecable to his nature,  For this
purpose he caused the heads of the statues of
Jupiter and: some other gods to be struck off,
and his own to be put in their places. He fre-
quently scated himself between Castor and Pol-
lux,’ and ordcred that all who came to their
temple to worship, should pay their adorations

<. conly
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only to him. Such, however, was the extravg-
gant inconstancy of this capricious and insane
being, that he changed his divinity as otten as he
changed his clothess and was somctimes a male
deity, at others a female. He even built and
dedicated a temple to lug own divimty, in which
his statue of gold was every day dressed in simi-
lar rgbes to those which he himself wore, and
wne worshipped by crowds of adorers. His priests
were numerous, and the office was eagerly sought
after on accountof the exquisite sacrifices that
were oftered up.  His horse and his wife were
admitted among the number; and to crown
his absurditics, he became a priest to himself.,
Ihis method of assuming the manners of a deity
was not less ridiculous 3 he often went outin the
full moon, and courted her in the style of a lover.
He employed many inventions to imitate thun-
der, and would frequently defy Jupiter, ciying
out with aspeech of Iomer, * Do you conquer
“ me, or I wil conquer you” A person so im-
pious respecting the Deity, was not likely to feel
much regard for man., lle was not less notorious
for the depravation of his appetites, than for his
ridiculous presumprions.  Nather person, place,
nor sex, were obstacles to the indufirence of his
unnatural lusts,  There was scanecly a hady of
any quality in Rome that escaped  his lewdness ;
and, indeed, such was the degeneracy of the
times,” that there were few who {elt this as a dis-
honour. ile committed incest with his three
sisters, and at public feasts they lay with their
heads upon his bosom hy turns. Of these he
prostituted Livia and Agrippina to his vile com-
panions, and then buapished them as adulte-
resses and conspirators against bis person.  As
for Drusilla, he took her from her husband

.
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Longinus, and kept her as his wife, till her death ;
when he made her a goddess. Nor did her
example, when living, appear more dangerous to
the people, than her divinity, when dead. To
Jnourn fof her death was & crime, as she was
become u goddess ; and to rejoice for her deity
was capital, because she was dead. Nay, even
silence itself wus an unpardonable insensibility,
cither of the emperor’s loss or his sister’s ad-
vancement. ‘Thus he made her subservient to
his profit, as before hehad done to his pleasure ;
raising vast sums of money by granting pardons
to some, and by confiscating the goods of others.
As to his marriages, whether he contracted them
with greater levity, or dissolved them with greater
injustice, is not casy to determine.  The wife
however who caught bis affections most was Mi-
lonia Casonia, whose chiet merit lay in her per-
fect acquaintance with all the alluring arts of her
sex, for she possessed ncither youth nor beauty.
_She continued with him during his reign, and he
loved her so ridiculously, that he sometinies
shewed her to his soldiers drest in armour, and
sometanes to his compuuions, in the simple garb
of nature.

is envy was no less detestable than his luas.
We are lum.ﬂmt he put Caius to death for no
other cnime than  because he wore a* purple
gown, the lustie of which called off all the
regurds of the spectators from himselt.,  lle or-
dered several persons in the city to be shaved,
for having hyir more beautiful than ordinary.
He ordered one Proculus, who was remarkable
for Lis beauty and the taliness of his stature,
to descend 1ato the amphitheatre, and to fight
!"%‘é:th“ combatants as a gladiator. Being
pri»%gt the public games, where a particular
' ) gladiator
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gladiator' obtained more than ordinary applause,
he was so highly displeased, that he flung himself
out of the amphithéatre in a fury, crying out,
with great indignation, that the Romans gave more
honour to a pitiful fencer, than to the emperor
himself. ’

But of all his vices, his prodigality was the
most remarkable, and that which in some measure
gave rise to the rest. ‘The luxuries of furmer
emperors were simplicity itself, when compared
to those which he practised. Ile contrived new
ways of bathing, where the richest oils and most
precious periumes were exhausted with the ut-
most protusion. He invented dishes of imménse
vilue, and had even jewels dissolved among his
sauces. Fle sometimes bad services of pure gold
presented before his guests instead of meat ; ob-
serving, ¢ that a inan should be-an econonust or
an cmperor.” )

For his favouritc horse Incitatus, he built a
stable of marble, and a manger of ivorys and
appointed it a house, furniture, and a kitchen, in
order to treat all it visitors with proper respecy.
Sometimes, indeed, the emperor invited Incitatus

+10 his own table ; and it is said he would haveap-
peinted it to the consulship had he nowbeen pre-
vented by death. co. 5

For several days together he flung considergble
sums of money among the people. He ordéred
ships of a prodigious bulk to be built of ceﬂar,
the sterns of ivory inlaid with gold and jewels,
the sails and tackling of various silks, while 1the
decks were planted with the choicest fruit-trees,
under the shade of which he often dined. There,
attended by all the ministers of his plcasures, the
most exquisite singers, and the most beautiful
youths, 1e coasted along the shore of Campania
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with great splendour. All his schemes seemed
rather calculated to excite astonishment, than to
answer the purposes of utility. He’ ordered
houses to be built in the sea; he cut his way
through rocks of prodigious bulk; he levelled
mountains, and elevated pliins and valleys.
But the most notorious instance of his fruitless
profusion was the vast bridge of Puteoli,- which
he undertook in the third year of his reign. 'l'u
satisfy his desire of being master as well of the
ocean as the land, he caused an infinite number
of ships to be fastened to each other, so as to
make a floating bridge from Baia to Puteoli,
across an arm of the sea three miles and a halt
broad. The ships being placed in two rows, in
form of a crescent, were secured to cach other
with anchors, chains, and cables. Over these
were laid vast«quantities of timber, and upon
themn earth, soas to make the whole resemble one
of the streets of Rome,  He next caused several
houses to be built upon his new bridge, for the
reception of himself and his attendants; and
then repaired thither with all his court, attended
by prodigious throngs of people, who came from
all parts to be spectators of such an expensive
pageant. . It was there that Caligula, adorned
with all thie magnificence of castern royalty, at
tended by the great officers of the army, and all
the nobility of Rome, entered ut one end of the
bridge, and with ridiculous importance rode to
the other. At night, the number of torches and
other illuminations, with which this expen-
sive structure waus adorned, cast such a gleam as
illuminated the whole bay, as well as the neigh-
bouring mountains ; so thut he boasted of having
turned night into day, us well 23 sea into lund.

The
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The next morning he again rode over in a tri-
umphant chariot, followed by a*numerous train
of chariotears, and all his soldiers in glittering
armour. He then ascended a rostrum erected
for the occasion, where he made a solemn ora-
tion in praise of the greatness of his enterprise,
and the assiduity of his workmen und his army.
Hle then distributed rewards among his men;
and a splendid feast succceded. However, there
was still wanting something to mark the dispo-
sition of the mighty projector. In the midst of
the entertainment many of his attendants were
thrown into the sea; several ships, filled with
spectators, were attacked and sunk in a hostile
manner; and, although the majority cscaped
through the calmness of the weather, yet many
were drowned.  The first storm demolished the
ridiculous fabric ; and soon not a wreck remain-
ed to tell his folly.

No weulth could support such uubounded pro-
fusion. In the space of little more than a
year, Caligula found a fortune of about cighteen
millions of our money, which Tiberius had
amassed together, entirely spent in extravagance
and folly. His prodigality, therefore, put him
upon new methods of supplying his &pences ;
and, as before, his profusion, so now Mis rapacity
became boundless. He put in practice all kinds
of rapine and extortion; while bis principal
study secmed to be to invent new imposts, and
to legalize confiscation. Every thing was taxed ;
frecdmen were obliged to purchase their freedom:
@ second time; and many who had named him
for their beir, were poisoncd, that he might have
the immediate possession of their fortunes. He
set up a brothel in his own palace, and also keps
» gaming-house, at which be presided.
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On a certain occasion, baving had a. run of
1ll luck, he saw twe rich knights passing through
his court ; dpon which he suddenly rose up, and
causing both to be apprehended, confiscated
their cstates, and then joining his former com-
panions, boasted that he ncver had a better
throw in his life. In a word, he was ashamed
of nothing that tended to bring him money;
for, on the birth of a daughter, he complained
openly of his poverty, and actually stood in
the portico of his pulace, to receive the donations
of his subjects. It would be disgusting to record
all the atrocities which have been handed
-down of this imperial monster. He slew ma-
ny of the senate, and afterwards cited them
to appear as if they had Kkilled themselves,  1le
condemned many persons of the highest quality
to dig in the mines, and to repair the highways,
for ottering to ridicule his prowusion. He
cast great numbers of old and infirm men and
poor decrepid housekeepers to wild beasts, 1n or-
der to free the state from such unserviceable ci-
tizens. e usually fed his wild beasts with the
bodies of those wretches whom he cundemned ;
and every tenth day sent off numbers of them to
be thusedevoured; which he jocosely cailed,
“ clearing*his uccounts.”

His barbarous attempts at wit in the idst of
atrocious cruelty, shew how little he wus susceps
tible of impressions from humanity. Aneminent
citizen, who from au indispositien had obtained
deave to retire into the island of Anticyra, v place
famous tor curing madness by hellebore, desiring
to have his stay prolonged, Caligule ordered himn
to be put to death; adding, with a smile, that
blecding must certainly be useful to one wao hud
¢ lorg tuhen hellebore without success. g]iai

T brutu
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brutal dispositions never forsooh him, even in the
most festive hours; he trequently had men
racked before him while he sate at table, iro-
nically pitying .their misfortunes, and. blaming
their executioner.  Whenever he kissed his wife
or mstress, he generally laid his hand on ler
neck, observing, that, however smooth and
lovely, it was, he could take it off when he
pleased.  Demanding of one whom he had re-
called from banishment, how he employed him-
self in his exile; and being told that he had
prayced for the death of Tiberius; Caligula, im-
mediately concluding that those whom he had
banished, wished for his death likewise, comn-
manded that all exiles should be slaun without
mercy. At one tnue, being incensed with the
citizens of Rome, he wished, *¢ thut all the
Roman people had but one neck, that he might
dispatch them at a single blow.”

Such insupportable and capricious cruelties
produced many secret conspiracies against him;
but these were tfor a while deferred, upon agcount
of his intended expedition agunst the Germans
and Britons, which be undertook 1n the third
Juar of his reign.  For tiis purpose, he cansed
numerous levies to be made in all pgrts 4
of the empire, and talked with so such 39,
resolution, that it was universally be- g,. c.
lieved he would conquer all betore him. 797,
His march perfectly indicated the in- .
equality of his temper: sometimes it wag so
r2pid, that the coborts were obliged to leaye gheir
standurds behind them; at other times it wge so
sluw, thatit resembled a funeral procession more
than a mulitary expedition.  Howeser, ull these
mighty preparations ended in nothing. [nstead of
Gunquering -Britain, he only gave retuge to one

P
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of its banished princes: and thishe descriled, in
his letter to the scnate, as taking possession ot
the whole island. Instead ol conquering Ger-
many, he led his army to the sea-shore; there,
disposing his cngines and warlihe machines with
great solemnity, and drawing up the men 1
order of buttle, he went on board his gallev, with
which coasting along, he commanded his tewn-
pets to sound, and the signal to be given us if for
an engugement ; upon which his men, having had
previous orders, immediately began to gather
the shells that lay upon the shoieto thew hel-
mets, terming them the spoils of the conquered
ocean, After this eapedition, which accords so
well with the character of Caligula, calling his
army together, as a general after wviewory, he
harangued them in a pompous manner, and
highly extolled their achicvements; and then
distributing money among them, dismissed thewn
with orders to be joyful, und congratulated them
upon their riches, But that such exploits should
not pass without & memorial, he caused a lofty
tower to be erccted by the sea-side, and ordercd
the galleys in which he had put to sea, to be
conveyed to Rome, in a great measure, by
land. A
He nexw began to think of a triumph; but
here the senate found themselves in a dilemma,
They considered that a triumph would, cven to
himsclf, appear as a burlesque upon his expe-
dition; they therefore decreed him only au
ovation; end conveyed notice of this henour, ia
terms of the most extravagant adulation, Ca-
ligula, however, felt their timid delicacy as an
insult, and informed the messengers who invited
him to partake of the prepurations which the
senate had decreed, that he would soon be as
Rowe;
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rome; ana ten laying his hand wpon his
sword, added, ** that he would bring that with
him.” In this manner, cither entirely omitting
his triwmph, or deferring 1t to another time, he
entered the city only with an ovation; while
the senate passed the whole day in acclamations
m his praise, and. speeches filled with the most
excessiwe tlattery.  This conduct, in some mea-
sure, served to reconcile him; and soon after,
their excessive zeal in his cause entirely recovered
his favour. Protogenes, one of the most intimate,
and the most cruel of his favourites, coming into
the house, was fawned upon by the. whole body
of the senate, and particularly by Proculus. On
this Protogenes, with a fierce look, asked how
one who was such an e¢nemy to the emperor
could be such a friend to him? There needed no
more to excite the senate against Proculus.
They instantly seized upon him, and vielently
tore him in pieces; plainly indicating by their
conduct, that tyranny in the prince produces
correspondent dispositions in the people.,
It was after returning from tlis extravagant
expedition, that he was waited on by a deputation
« from the Jews of Alexandria, who came to de-
precate his anger for not worshipping lss divinity
as other nations had done. He was employed
in looking over some houses of pleasure, and
giving directions to the workmen, when Philo,
the Jew, and the rest of the embassy, were ad-
mitted to an audience. They approached him
with the most profound humility, but were treat-
ed with insult and banter alternately; and he
left their cause at Jast undecided. It was upon
this occasion, that Philo made the following me-
morable remark to his associates, who were
terrified with apprehensions from the reception
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they had experienced : * Fear nothing,” cried he
to them; ¢ Culigula, by declaring against us,
¢ puts Grd on our side.”

This reign seccmed to threaten universal cala-
mity: it was, however, gimost as short as it de-
served to be. There had already bren several
concpiracies formed to destroy the tyrant, but
without success.  That which at last succeeded,
in delivering the world from this monster, was
concerted under the influence of Cassius Che-
rea, tribune of the praetovian bands. lle was a
man of experienced courage; an ardent admirer
of freedom: and, consequently, an cnemy to
tyrants. Beside the motives which he had in
common with other men, he had rececived re-
peated insults from Caligula; who took all occa-
sions of turning him into ridicule, and im-
peaching him of cowardice, merely because he
happened to have an effeminate voice. With
Cherea were associated, in the same design,
several of the most illustrious men of Rome;
most of whom were actuated by revenge, for
personal injuries and indignities.

While the conspirators were deliberating upon
the most certain and speedy method of cffecting
their purpuse, an unexpected incidept gave new
strength to the conspiracy. Pompedius, a senas
tor of distinction, having been accused before,
the emperor, of speaking of him with dis-
respect, the informer cited one Quintilia, an
actress, to confirm his accusation. Quintilia,
however, denicd the fact with obstinacy; and
being put to the torture, at the informer’s request,
she bore the severest torment of the rack with un-
shaken constancy. But what is most remarkable
of her resolution is, that she was acquainted with
all the particulars of the conspiracy; and, though

: Cherea,
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Clicrea was the person<appointed to preside at
her torture, she revealed mnothing: on the con-
trary, when she was led to the rack, she trod upon
the toe of one of the conspirators, intimating at
once her kowledge of the confederacy, and hey
own resolution notto divulgeit, In t{xis manner
she suffered, until all her limbs were dislocated ;
and in that deplorable state was presented to
the emperor, who ordered her a gratuity for:
what she had sufiered.  Cherea could now no
longer contain his indignation, at being thus
made the. instrument of a tyrent’s cruelty.
Atter several deliberations, it was at last re-
solved to attack him during the continuance of
the Palatine games, which lusted four days; and
to strike the blow when his guards should hive
the least opportunity to defend hia.  The tirst
three days of the games passed without affording
that opportunity which was so ardently desired,
Cherea then began to apprehend, that defer-
ring the completion of the conspiracy migl:t be
a means of divulging it; he even began to dread,
thut the honour ol kiliing the tyrant might fall'to
the lot of some other perron, more intrepid or
Jpore fortunate than laself. e determined,
therefore, to exceute the plot the verygieat day,
when Caligula should pass through agrivate gul-
lery, to some baths, not far distant trowm ghe
palace. e
This being settled, the conspirators waited ghe
greatest part of the day with eatiome anxiety for
u favourable moment; and at one time, Chefea,
exasperated to madness, was veady to Tush mto
the midst of the people ard perpetrate the deed.
Just at that instant, however. while he wWas' yet
hesitating what he should do, Asjrenus, one bf
the conspirators, persuaded Caiigiila to go to the

v gl
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bath, and take some slight refreshment, in order
to enjoy the conclusion of the entertainment at*
the games with greater relish. The eniperor;
therefore, rising up, the conspirators used every
precaution to keep off the throng, and to surround
him, under pretence of greater assiduity.  Upon
entering a little vaulted gallery that led to the
bath, he was met by a band of Grecian children,
who had been instructed in singing, und were
come to perform in his presence.  He was once
more, therefore, going to return into the theatre
with them, had mot the leader of the band ex-
cused himsclf, on. account of his voice being
affected by a cold. 'This was the moment which
Cherea seized 1o strike him to the ground ; crymg
out, * Tyrant, think upon this!” Immediately
after, the other conspirators rushed in, and dis-
\. D putched him with thirty wounds.
é). - o . .
10, ., Such was the merited death of Caius
Caligula, in the twenty-ninth year of his
age, after a reign of less than four yeurs, in
which the  greatest possible atrocities wers
crowded.  With him his wife and infant daugh-
ter also perished, the one being stabbed by a,
centurion, the other having its brains dashed out
against the wall.  His money was melted down
by a decree of the sepate; and it scems to,
have been the universal wish, that ueither his
featuves nor his name might be transmitted to
posterity. :
A.p. - The conspirators, who had aimed only
41, ot destroying a tyrant, without rc-
v, ¢, flecting on the future condition of the
=gy, state, had no sooner dispatched Caliguta,
than they judged it necessary. for their
safety to retire, while hopes and fears agitating
the mass of the people, a comiderable ferment
wiry
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was produced, and several lost théir lives. A
calm at length succeeding, the senate was per-
mitted to asscmble, in order to deliberate upon
what was neeé¢ssary to be done in the preseny
emi:rgencqy.

Saturninus, who was then consul, insisted
much upon the benefits of liberty, and talked in
raptures of Cherea’s fortitude, alleging that it
deserved the noblest reward. The scnate, loug
barrassed by the cruelty of tyrants, panted once
more for the restoration of their former {ree-
dom; and cven ventured to talk of extinguish-
ing the name of Casar. With this resolution,
they brought over some cohorts of the city to
their views, and boldly seized upon the Capitol.
Bat it was now too lute for Rome to regain her
pristine liberty, as the populace, and the army in
general, opposed the design.  In this opposition
of interest, and a varicty of opinions, chance
scemed at last to decide tae fate of the epire.
Some soldiers happening to run about the pa-
laces, discovered Claudius, Caligula’s uncle, urk-
ing ifg secret place, where he bad hid hunseht
througiear.  T'his man, who had hitherto been
despised for his imbecility, they resolved to make
an emperor; and accordingly they ®arried him
upon their shoulders to the camg, where they
proclaimed-his clevation, at the moment he ex-
pected nothing but death. M

_'I'hé Semate, perceiving that force alond was
TikeJy to scttle the succession, made a mdeit of
necessity, and passing a decree 1o conﬁ‘rr the

-tlection” of the military, went soon ‘afted-in a

body, to render Claudius their compulsige hd-
mage:’ ‘Cherea’ was the first who fell a sperifice
to the jealousy of this new monarch. Ife met
death with «lf the fortitude of an ancient Ro-
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man, desiring to die by the same sword with
which he had killed Caligula. Lupus, his friend,
was put to death with him; and Sabinus, onc of

the conspirators, laid violent hands on himself.
Claudius, uncle to the late tyrant, and nephew
to Tiberius, was fitty years old when he began
to reign. The complicated diseases of his in-
fancy had, in some measure, affected al] the
facultics both of his body and mind. Not that
he was entircly destitute of understanding, since
hehad made a tolerable proficiency in the Greek
and Latin languages, and even wrote a history
of his own time; but his abilities did not rise to
mediocrity, and.his capacity for business was
reckoned still more contemptible. Nevertheless,
the caprice of fortune made him an emperos,
and the commcncement of his reign uugured
well.  He began hy passing an act of oblivion
for all former words and actions, and disannulled
all the cruel edicts of Caligula. He forbade all
persons, upon severc penalties, to sacrifice to
him, as they had donc to his predecessor. Ile
was assiduous in hearing and examining com-
Paints; and frequently administered justice in
person ; tempering by his mildness, the severity
of strict jutice. We arc told of his bringing a
woman to acknowledge her son, by adjudging
her to marry bim. The tribunes of the people
coming one day to attend him, when be was on
his tribunal, he courteously excused himself, for
not having room to ask them to sit down. He
took a more than ordinary care that Rome
should” be continually supplied with corn and
grovisiom. He was not less assiduous in his
uildings, in which he excelled almost sll who
went before him.. He constructed an amazing
aqueduct, called after his own name, which
brought.



ROME. 165

brought water, for the use of the city, from forty
miles distance, through high mountains, end
over deep valleys. 1le inade also an haven af
Ostia; a work of such immense expence, that
his successors were unable to maintain it. * But
his greatest work of all was draining the lake
Fucinus, the largest in Italy, and conveying its
water into the Tiber, in order to strengthen the
current of that-river.

But while "he was intent on what might
adorn or be beneficial to the interior, he did not
neglect the distant provinces. lle restored se-
veral princes to their kingdoms, who had been
unjustly dispossessed by his predecessors; and
both his favour and his enmity, evinced a sense
of justice.

He even undertook to gratify the people by
foreign conquest. The Britons; who had, for
nearly one hundred years, been left in the un-
disturbed possession of their own island, began
to scek the mediation of Rome, in regard ‘o
their intestine quarrels; and one Bericus, who
came as a deputy to Rome, by many argu-
ments, persuaded the emperor to make a de-

"$cent upon the island, magnifying the advan-
tages ¢hat would attend the conquest ¥f it. . In
purswvance of his advice, therefore, Mlautius, the
praetor, was ordered to go into Gaul, afid nﬁke
preparations for this great expedition. At ffist,
however, his soldiers secmed averse fromn jthe
scheme, declaring that they werc ungilling to
make war beyond the limits of the world,;for
50 they judged Britain to be; but by ding of
persuasion they embarked; and the Bri- ¢ ! -
tons, under the conduct of their king Cy- Aigl)-
nobelinus, were several times overthrown, ™

' These.
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These successes soon after induced Clandius
‘to visit Britain in person, that he might par-
ticipute in the honour of conquest; but after
continuing there no more than dixtcen days, in
which®his time was wholly taken up in recciving
homage, he returned to Reme. Great rejoicings
were made on this occasion: the senate decreed
him a splendid triumph; triumphal arches were
erccted to his honour, and annual games in-
stituted to commemorate his victories. In the
mean time, the war was vigorously prosecuted
by Plautius and his licutenant Vespasiad, who,
according to Suetonius, fought thirty battles
with the enemy, and by that means reduced a
part of the island into the form of a Ro- ,
man province. However, this war broke "5y
out afresh under the government of
Ostorius, who succeeded Plautius. The Britons,
cither despising him for want of experience, or
hoping to gain advantages over a person newly
come to command, rose up in arms, and dis-
claimed the Roman power. The Iceni, the
Cangi, and the Brigantes, made a powerful
resistance, though they were at length over-
come; but the Silures, or inhabitants of South
Walcs, untier their king Caractacus, proved, very
formidable dpponents. This prince, with great
conductdyemaved the seat of war into the nost
ina.ccessilﬂ'e parts of the country; and for nine
years the Romaus in continual alarm,

Caracffjcus, however, at last finding himsclf
obliged to come to & decisive engagement, ad-
dressed his countrymen with cxim resolution ;
telling them, that this battle would either establish
their liberty; or confinm their servitude; that
they ought to remember the bravery of their
ancestors, by whose valour they were delivered

. - from_



from taxcs and tributes; and that this was the’
time to shew themselves equal to their pro-
geniturs, Nothing, however, that undisciplined
salour could perform, availed against the conduct
of the Roman legions.  After un obstinate fight,
the Britons were entirely routed : the wif€ and
danghter of Caractacus were tsken prisoners;
and himself afterwards treacherously delivered
up to “the conquerors. When he was brought
to Rome, nothing could excced the curiosity of
the people, to bLehold a man who had, for so
many years, braved the power of the empire,
On hiy part, he testified no marks of base de-
jection; but, as he was led through the strects,
happening to observe the splendour of every
otject round him, “ Alas! (cried he) how is it
*- possible, that people postessed of such mag-
*¢ niticence .at home, could think of envying
* Caractacus an humble cottage in Britain!”
When he was brought before the emperor, while
the other captives sued for pity with the most
abject lamentations, Caractacus stood before th
tribunal with an intrepid air, and scemed rather
willing to accept of pardon, than meanly solicit-
vus ot suing for it, @& ¢ If,”" cried he, towards the
‘®lose of his speech * I Lad yiclded imigediately,
¢ and without opposition, neither gny fortgne
“ would have been remarkable, nor your gl%?y
“ memorable : you would have ceased to he
‘¢ victorious, and I had been forgotten.  If ngw,
“ therefore, you spare my life, 1 shall conbifue
“a perpetual example of your cle.mcnz."
Claudius had the generosity to pardon him, and
Ostorius was decreed a triumph, which, kowever,
he did not live to enjov. ‘I'hough the Britons
were thus humbled, they were hy no ineans
entirely subdued: several mew revolts -ensue;g;‘
g
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and a warfarc was carried on in that country,
during the whole reign of Claudius.

But to return from this anticipation of events,
Claudius, who had begun his reign with much
promise, soon began to lesson his care for the
public, and ‘to commit to his favourites all the
concerns of the empire. Men of narrow capa-
cities and feeble minds are only good or evil, us
they happen to fall into the hands of virtuous or
vicious guides; and, unhappily for him, his
directors were, to the last degree, abandoned
and infamous. The chicef of thesc was his wife,
Messalina, whose name is almost become a com-
mon tcrm to express female profligacy. Sub-
ordinate to her were the emperor’s treedmen :
Pallas, the treasurer; Narcissus, the secretary of
state ; and Callistus, the master of the requests.
These cntirely governed Claudius; so that he
was only left the fatigues of ceremony, while
they possessed all the power of the state.

It would be tedious to enumerate the various
cruelties which these insidious advisers obliged
the feeble emperor to commit ; even against his
own family, which, on one pretence or another,
was almost exterminated. # Many others fe)l
a sacrifice to the jealousy of Messuhna aud
her minions, who bore so gieat a sway in
the state, that all offices, dignities, and govern-
ments, were cutirely at their disposal; while
every thing was put to sale. These disorders in
the ministers of government did not fail te
produce conspiracies aguinst the emperor; some
of which were quashed when in embryo. But
what gave him the greatest uneasiness, and was
punished with the most unrelenting seventy, was
the revolt of Camillus, his lieutenani-governor
in Dalmatia. This general, iucited by many
#fsthe pripcipal men of Rome, openly rebelled

auaips
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against him, and assumed the title of emperor.
Nothing could exceed the terrors of Claudius
on this occasion: his nature ard his crimes had
disposed him to.be more cowardly than the rest
of mankind ; so that whem Camillus commanded
him by his letters to relinquish the empire, and
retire to a private station, he scemed inclined to
obey. | But his fears upon this accbunt were
soon removed ; for the legions which had de-
clared for Camillus, being terrified by some ro-
markable prodigies, shortly after abandoned
him ; so that the man whom but five days before
they had acknowledged as emperor, they now
thought it no infamy to destroy. 'The cruelty
of Messalina and her minions upon this occasion,
knew no bounds. They so wrought upon the
cuperor’s fears and suspicions, that numbers
wereexecuted without trial or proof; and scarcely
any, ¢ven those who were but barely suspected,
escaped, unless by rausoming their lives with
their fortunes.

Among the number of illustrious sufferers,
were Patus and his faithful Arria. Czcina Petas,
one of those unfortunate men who joined with
Lanuilus after his associate was slain by the
ariny, had endeavoured to escape into BWalmatia.
There he was apprehended, and put ‘on board a
ship, in order to be conveyed to Rome. Arrla,
who Lad Leen long the partner of his affectidhs
and misfortunes, entreated his heepets' to be
taken in the sume vessel, with her husband.
It is usual,” said she, ¢ to grant a man of Mis
** quality a few slaves, to dress, and undress, and
*“attend him; but 1 will perform all thesé of-
“* fices, and save you the trouble of a more nu-
** merous retinue.” ler fidelity, however, could
uot prevail,  She therefore bired a fisherman's

A
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bark, and thus kept company with the ship in
which her husband was conveyed, through the
voyage. They had an only son equally re-
markable for the beauty of his person, and the
rectitude of his. disposition. This youth died at
the time his father was confined to his bed by u
dangerous disorder. However, the affectionate
Arria concealed her son’s death, and in her
visits to her husband testified no marks of sad-
ness. Being asked how her son did, she replied
that he was calm, and only left her husband’s
chamber to give a vent to her tears. When
Patus was condemned to die by his own hands,
Arria used every art to inspire him with veso-
lution; and at length, finding him coutinuc ti-
mid and wavering, she took the poniard, and stab-
bing herself in his presence, presented it him,
saying, ‘It gives me no pain, my Prtus.”

While the favourites of the emperor eudea-
youred to establish his and their own authonty
by such cruelties, they found it necessary to
support their influence by working on the terrors
of Claudius, which they did so effectuallyy that
he never -vdittured to go to any feast without
being surrounded by his guards, nor would he
suffer any nan to approach him without a pre-
vious scarth. Thus wholly employed by bis
anxiety for self-preservation, he entirely left the
care of the state to his favourites, who by degrecs
gave him a relish for slaughter. Nor was he
Jess regardless of the persons he condemned,
than cruel in the infliction of their punishinent,
Such was his extreme stupidity, that he would
frequently invite those to supper whom he had
gt yo death but the duy before ; and often de-
nied having given orders- for an execution, but
& few hours after pronouncing sentence. Sue-

tunius
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tonius assures us, that there were no less than
thirty-five senators, and above three hundred
knights, executed in his reign; and that such
was his-unconcern in the midst of cruclty, that
one of his tribunes bringing him an account of a
certuin senator that was executed, he owned that
ke had quite forgot his offence, but calmly ac-
quiescegd in his punisment.

In the mean time, Messalina, become more
daring by long success in crimes, set no bounds
to her enormitics.  After appearing for some
years insatiable in her desires, she at length
fixed her affections 'upon Cuius Silius, the most
beautiful youth in Rome. She obliged him to
divorce his wife, Junia Syllana, that he might
entirely devote himself to her, cohabiting with
him in the most open manner, and treating him
with the most shameless familiarity; ‘The im-
perial ornaments were cven conveyed to his
house ; and the emperor’s slaves and attendants
had orders to wait upon the adulterer. Nothiny;
was wanting to complete the insolence of their
conduct, but their being married; which was
soon after effected, during a temfporary retipe-
oyent of the emperor at Ostia. Messaline, #n
thiz occasion, giving a loose to her passion, &p-
peared as a Bacchanalian with a th§rsus in her
hand ; while Silius assumed the character ahd
dress of Becchus. A troop of singers ahd
dancers attended, who heightened the revel with
the most lascivious songs and the most indecent
attitudes. In the midst of this riot, one Via-
lens, a buffoon, is snid to have climbed a tree;
and being demanded what he saw, answered, that
he percerved a dreadfulstorm coming from Ostid,

What this fellow spoke at randamn was actaufly

Q2 Cat
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at that time in preparation. Itseems that some
time before there had been a quarrel between
Messalina and Narcissus the emperor’s first freed-
man. This subtle minister now' availed himself
of the opportunity which the mad passion of the
empress farnished, to effect her ruin, by a dis-
covery of her infamy, and urging the necessity
of speedy punishment. Claudius, quite terrified
at so unexpected a relation, frequently inter-
rupted his freedman, by asking it he was still
master of the empire. Being assured that he
yet had- it in his power to continue so, he re-
solved to punish the affront offered to his dignity
without delay. Nothing could cxceed the con-
sternation of Messalina and her thoughtless com-
panions, upon being informed that the emperor
was coming to disturb their festivity. Every one
retired in the utmost confusion. Silius was ta-
ken; and Messalina, after a short interval of
concealment, attempted to mollify the emperor’s
wrath; but finding him inflexible, she wasobliged
to retire in despair.

Narcissus being thus far successful, led Clau-
dius to the housc of the adulterer; where he
shewed him the apartments adorned with the
spoils of“his own palace; and then conducting
him to the pratorian camp, revived his courage
by giving him assurances of the alacrity of the
soldiers in his defence. Having thus artfully
wrought upon his fears and resentment, the
wretched Silius was commanded to appear, who
making no defence, was instantly put to death
in the emperor’s presence. Several others shared
the same fate; but Messalina still flattering her-
self with hopes of a pardon, from her natural in-

ce over  Claudivs, and the well known
thnidity of his disposition. In fact, after re-
- turning
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urning from the cxccution of her paramour
having allayed his resentfocnt in a banquet, he
began to relent.  He therefore commanded his
attendants to upprise that miscrable creature,
meaning Messalina, of bis resolution to hear hey
accusation the next day, and ordered her to be
in readiness with her defence.  The permission
to defend herself might have proved fatal to
Narcissus, if he had notrushed out, and ordered
the tribunes and centurions, who were ip rea-
djuess, to exceute her immediately, by the “em-
peror’s command,  Upon their arrival ag the
place of her rggirement, they found her stretched
upon the ground, attended by her mother Le-
pida, who exhorted her to prevent her punish-
ment by a voluntary death. But she was too
much softened by luxury to be able to face
death without terror; and gave way to tears and
anpitied distress. At length, taking a sword
from one of the soldicrs. she put it to her breast;
out her fears «till prolonging the blow, the tri-
bune ran Ler through the body, and so dis--
patched her. Clandius heard of her death in
ihe andst of lns banquet ; but shewed npt the
lea:t appearance of emotion, e continued, at
table with his usual tranquillity, whic neither
his atfection for ber, the joy of her accusers, por
the sorrow ot s children, had the least visgble
etlect upon his temper.  As a proof, howeger,
that this procecded rather from stupidity than
fuititude, the day following, while be wuy sit-»
uug at table, ne ashed why Me-saliva was ab-
sent, as if he had totally forgotten her crimes
and her fare, .

Claudius, heing now a widower, declared
publiclv. that as he had been hitherto un-

Q3 © fortunate
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fortunnte ‘il “His marriages, he would remain
single for thie future. But it was not long béfore
he espoused Aghppma, the daughter of his bro-
ther Germanicus,' a woman who had poisoncd
her former husband and who, if possible, was
more practised in vice even than the late em-
press.  Neither her character, however, nor the
near relation in which she stood to Claudius,
prevented Lim from taking her to his bed ; for
having been, used to live under the control
of women, he was unhappy without a female di-
rector.

Agrippina’s chicf aims were torgain the sue-
cession in favour of her son Nere, and to set
aside the claims of vourg Brntannicus, son to
the emperor and Messalina.  For this purpose
she married Nero to the emperor’™s duughter
Octavia, a fow days after her own murmage.
Not long after this, she ur ged the emperor 10
strcngthon the succession, in imitation of his
predecessors, by making a new adoption; and
advising him to take in her son Nero, in some
measure, to divide the fatigues of government.
The. feeble prince, who mplicitly obeyed his
prompter, - yielded to her persuasions, and
adopted Wero in preference to his only son Bi:-
tannicus.  Tler neat care was to increase het
‘stm’s popularity, by giving him Senccca for a
tutor.  'T'his excellent man, by birth a Spaniard,
had been banished into the island of Corsica by
the intrigues of Messalina.  The people loved
and adnmired Lim for his genius, but still more
for lus strict morality 5 and a part of bis re-
putation therefore necessarily devolved on his
pupil. Agrippint was not legs assiduous in pre-
tending the utinost afiection for Britannicus;

whom
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whem, however, she resolved at a proper time
to destroy ; but her jealousy was not confined to
one object, nor her ambition gratified by or-
dinary indulgences. Claudius wus more a slave
than ever, but he did not bear her tyranny with-
out reluctance, In short, Agrippina’s imperious
temper began to grow insupportable to him :
and hg was heard to declare, when heated with
wine, that it was his fate to suffer the dis-
orders of his wives, and to be thejr exccutioner.
This expression sunk deep on her mind, and en-
gaged all her faculties to prevent the blow, Her
first care was to remove Narcissus, whom she
hated upou many accounts, but particularly for-
his attachment to his master. 'This miuister, for
some time, found means to counteract her de-
signs ; but at lenoth thought fit to retire, by
a voluntary exile, into Campania. The unhappy
emperor, now exposed to all the machinations of
his insidious consort, without one friend on whem
he could rely, scemed, nevertheless, regardlers
of the dangers that threatened him. Iis affee-
tion for Britannicus was perceived every day to
increase ; and this served to increase the vigie
Junce of Agripping, and add stings to her jea-
lousv.  She therefore hesitated no longer’ to
practice a crime which she had praviously me-
ditated ; namely, that of poisoning her'husband.
Asshe nad bheen long conversant in -this horid
pructire, she applicd to « woman called Locusta,
notorious for ussisting on such-occasions. The
poisun was given the emperor among 1ngsnroens,
a dish he was particularly foid of. Shortly after
having caten, he dropped down insensible§ but
this caused no alurm, as it wus usual with him

: - to
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to sit cating ull he had stupified all his faculties,
and was obliged to be carried oft to his bed from
the table. However, his constitution scemed- to
overcgme the effects of the potion, which alarm-
ing Agrippina, she dirccted an abandoned phy-
sician, who was her cicature, to thrust a poisoned
feather down his throat, under pretence of mak-
;pfg him yomit ; which soon put a period fo lus
ife.
A D . The reign of this emperor, feeble and
gy lmpotent as it was, produced no great
calamities in the state, since his crueltics
* were chiefly levelled at those about his
* person.  The citizens of Rome¥, at this
time amounted to six millions eight hundred and
forty-thousand souls. However, the general
character of the times was that of corruption
and luxury ; for wherever therc is a great super-
fluity of wealth, there will also be scen a thou-
sand vicious mudes of exhausting it. 'The mi-
litary spirit of Rome, though much relaxed,
still continued to awe mankind ; for even 1n
this weak and inglorious reign, the terror of the
Roman name alone kept the rest of the world in
submission,

Agrippina having thus succeeded aguiust the
life of her hasbiud, employed all her “address to
conceal the catastrophe, till she had arranged
her measures -for securing the election of Nero.
for whose advancement she had been plotting
so long and with such anxiety. that when un
astrologer once told her, * he .would one day
bhe emperor, and the cuuse of her death,” she
i

# Persons having the righ's of vitis nship, but not ait
living at Rome,

804
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replied, ¢ Let himkill me, provided he reign.” So
well did she counterfeit grief in her own famnily,
and*deceit in pegard to-the public, that it was
not actually ksown that Clandius was dead, till
Nero, accompanied by Burrhus, pretect of the
prctorian guards, issued to receive the con-
gratulations of the people and the army. The
cohort, then attending, proclaimed him with the
loudest acclamations, though not without mak«
ing some enquiries after Britannmcus™. He was
carried in a chariot to the rest of the army;
where, having made a speech proper for the oc-
casion, and promising them a donation, in the
manner of his predecessors, he was without dit-
ficulty declared cmperor by the army, the o
nate, and the people. ~

Nero, though but seventeen years of age, be-
gan his rcign with the gencral approbation of
mankind. He shewed the most pious regard
to the ipemory of the deccased emperor, and pro-
cured him to be canonized. As hc owed th:
empire to Agrippina, so, in the beginning,: he
submitted to her directions with the most im-
plicit obedience. On her part, she scemed rdé-
solved on governing with her natural ferodity,
and considered her private animosities as :the
only rule to guide her in public justice. Imthe-
diatcly after the death of Claudius, she caused Si-
lanus, the pro-consul of Asm, to be assassinated,
upon very slight suspicions, and without dven
acquainting the emperor with her design. ¥'he
next object of her resentment was Narcissus,* the
late emperor’s favourite; a man equally no-

* The son of Claudius by Messalina, and at that time
& child,

torious
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torious for the greatness of his weaith, and the
number of his crimes. He tov was put to death
by Agrippina’s order, although Neéro relused
his consent. .

Seneca and Burrhus, the emperor’s tutor and
general, opposed these cruelties; for, though
they owéd their rise to the empress, they were
above being the instruments of her baseness.
They therefore combined in an opposition;
and gaining the young emperor on their side,
formed a plan of power, at once the most mer-
ciful and wise. In fact, the beginning of Nero's
reign, while he continued to act by their coun-
sels, has always been considered as a model for
succeeding princes. The famous emperor Trajan
used to say, *‘ that for the first five years, all
other governments came short of his.” The
ioung monarch knew so well how to conceal

is innate depravity, that his nearest friends
could searcely percerve his virtues to be aggumed.
He appeared just, liberal, and humane; and his
condescension and affability were not less than
his other virtues; so that the Romans began to
.think, that Heaven had sent them a prince,
whose clemency would compensate for the.
tyranny of his predecessors.

In the. méan time, Agrippina, who was ex-

- cluded from any share in the government, at-
tempted, by every possible method, to maintain
her declining power. Perceiving that -her son
had fallen in love with a freedwoman, named
Acte, and dreading the influence of a concu-
bine, she tried every art to prevent his growing
passion. However, in so corrupt a court, it
was no difficult matter or the empperor to find
other confidents, ready to assist Lim in s

wishes,
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wishes. The gratification of his passion, there-
fore, in this instance, only served to increase
his batred for the empress. Nor was it long
before he gave evident marks of his disobe-
dience, by displacing Pallas, her chief favourite.
It was upon this occasion, that she first ‘per-
ceived the totul declension of her authority,
which, threw her into the most ungovernable
fury. In order to add terror to her rage, she
proclaimed thut Britannicus, the real heir to the
throne, was sull living, and in a condition to
reccive his father’s empire, which was now pos-
sessed by an usurper. She threatened to go to
the camp, and there expose his baseness and her
own, invoking all the furies to her assistance.
These menaces served to alarm the suspicions of
Nero, who, though appareatly guided by his
governors, yet already began to give way to
his netural depravity. He therefore deter-
mined upon the death of Britunnicus; and,con-
trived to have him poisoned at a public banque:.
Agrippina, however, stil retmned her natural
furocity ; she took every opportunity of obliging
and flatrering the tribunes and centurions ; she
Jieaped up treasures, with a rapacity almost an-
exampled ; all her actions seemed calaulated to
raise a faction, and meke herself formidgble
to the emperor, Upon this, Nero commangied
her German guard to be taken from her, #nd
obligedsher to lodge out of the palace. He =.lso
interdicted particular persons from visiting Ber,
and went himself but rarely and ceremoniogs

to pay her his respects. 'Thus she soon found,
that, wih the cmpeyor’s favour, she had also
lost the assiduity of ber friends, She was even

accused
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accused by Silama. of conspining against her
son, *nd ot designing to marry. Plautius, a person
destended from Augustus, and to make him
emperor; but her day of rctnbu-tmn was not yet
arrived.

As Nero increased in years, his crimes seemed
to increase in proportion. lle now began to
take a strange pleasare in running about- the
city by night, disguised like a slave. In this
vile habit he entered taverns and brothels, at-
tended by the lewd ministers of his pleasures,
attempting the lives of such as opposed him, and
froguently cndanaormg his own. In imitation
of the emperor’s example, numbers of profligate
young men infested the strects likewise ; so that
cvery 'night the city was filled with tumult anl
disorder.  Tlowever, the people bore all these
levities, which they uscribed to the emperor’s
youth, with paticnce; baving occasion every
dny to experience his liberality, and having also
been gratified by the abolition of many of thar
taxcs. The provinces also were no way affected
by these riots; for, except some disturbances
on the side of the Parthians, which were soon
suppressed, they cnjoyed the most perfect trans
quiliity, »

But thos«‘sensuali!ies, whick for the first four
years of his reign, produced but few disorders
in the fifth became alarming.” He first began tw
transgress the bounds of decency, by deserting
Octavia, his present wife, and taking to his
arms Poppea, the. wife of "his favourite Otho, a
woman more celebrated for her beauty than her
virtues, ‘this was another eveut puinful to
Agrippina, who vainly used all her interest

: te
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to disgrace Poppea, and, by the most infamous
offers to reinstate herself in herson’s lost favour.
The consequence of this was, that she intlamed
the resentment of Poppea, and at last impelled
Nero to commit parriade, in order to satisty her
revenge. She began her arts by urging him to
divorce his present wife, and marry her: She
reproached him as a pupil, who wanted not ouly
power over others, but liberty to direct himself.
She insinuated the dangerous designs -of Agrip-
pina; and, by degrees, accustomed his mind to
reflect upon  parricide without horrer.  His
cruelties, however, aguinst his mother began
rather by several circumstances of petty malice,
than by any downright injury. He encouraged
several persons to teize her with litigious suits:
he employed some of the meanest of the people
to sing satirical songs against her under her
windows. At last, tinding these incflectual to°
reak her spirit, bLe resolved on putting heg
to death.  His first attempt was hy poison; but.
this, though twice repeated, proved ineffectual,
as she had fortitied her constitution uguinst it
by antidotes. A ship was next contrived in o
artificial a manner as to fall to .pieces in the,
swuter, on board which she was inVited to, suil to,
the coasts of Calabrin. However,, this plot
was as ‘incfiectual as the former: the mariners
not being all apprised of the sccret, disturbed
cach other’s operatione; so that the ship not
sinking ad readily as was cxpected,” Agrippina
found means to continwe swimming, tll she was,
taken up by a vessel casually passing in the
same track. : e

Nero thus finding that all his machinations
were discovered, resvlved to throw off the mask,
and put her openly to dcath. 7o give some

ROME.~1l. B colour
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colour of justice to this horrid deed, he caused
& report to be spread, that she had conspired
against him; and a poniard was dropped at his
feet by onec who pretended a, command from
Agrippina to assassinate him. In conscquence
of this, he applied to his governors Seneca and
Burrhus, for their advice and assistance. Things
were now come to such a crisis, that no middle
way could be taken; and cither Nero or Agrip-
pina was to fall. Seneca, thercfore kept a pro-
found silence: while Burrhus, with more freso-
lution, refused to be the perpetrator of so great
a crime. In this embarassment, his freedman,
Anicetus offered his services; which Nero ac-
cepted with the greatest joy, crying out, ¢ that
this was the first moment he ever found himself
an emperor.” This' wretch, therefore, taking
with bhim a body of soldiers, surrounded the
house of Agrippina, and then forced open her
doors. As he broke into her apartment, accom-
panied by two soldiers, she immediately read her
fate in their looks: but still preserved presence
of mind sufiicient to ask the cause of their
coming. “ If,” cried she, “ you come to en-
¢ quire after my health, you may inform the
¢ empgror that I am better; but if you comé
¢ with agy worse intention, you alone, and
* not my son, must be guilty.” To this tho
executioners made no reply, but one of them
dashed his club at her head, which, neverthe-
less, did not dispatch her. Now, therefore,
finding that she was to cxpect no mercy, and
secing-Anicctus draw his sword to stab her, she
prescnted her bosom, crying out, ¢ Strike heye,
* for this place gave birth to a monster.” The
exceutioners having dispatched her, with several
wounds, left her dead on the couch, and went

: to
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to inform Nero of what they had done A. D.
Some historians say, that this monster 60.
¢ame immediately to view the.body ; end- y, ¢,
ing this horrid survey by coolly ob- 808.
serving, thut he never thought his mother
had been so handsome. However this be, he
vindicated his conduct next day to the se-
nate, who not only excused, but applauded his
impiety.

All'the mounds of virtue being thus broken
down, Nero gave a loose to his appetites. There
seemed a strange contrast in his disposition ; for
ahile he practised cruelties, which were suffi-
cient to freeze the mind with horror, he was
fond of those amusing arts that soften and refine
the heart. He was particularly addicted, even
frem childhood, to music, and not totally igno-
rant of Poetry. But chariot driving was his fa-
vourite pursuit. He never missed the circus,
when chariot-races were to be exhibited there;
appeuring at first privately, and soon after pub=
licly ; till, at last, his passion increasing by in-
dulgence, he was not content with being merely
a spectator, but resolved to hecome one of the

.principal performers. His governors, however,
did all in their power to restrain this pitiful anme-
bition; but finding him resolute, they encloged
a space of ground in the valley of the Vaticas,
where he first exhibited only to some chosen
spectators, but shortly after invited the whole
city. The praises of his flatiering subjects only
stimulated him still more to those unbecoming
pursuits 3 s0 that he now resolved to assume e
‘new character, and to appear as a singer upon
the stage. e had been instructed in the prin-
giples of music from his}childhood; and, upon

R o
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his advanecment to the empire, he hud put him-
elf under thermost cclebrated masters. He
atiently submitted to their instructions, and
ised all those methods which singers practise,
ither to mend the voice, or improve its volubi-
ity.  Yet, notwithstanding all lns assidunty, his
oice was both feeble and unpleasant; but such
s it was, he resolved to exhibit it to the public,
lis first appearance was at gamwes of his own
astitution, called Juveniles ; where he advanced
pon the stage, tuning his instrument to his
vice, with great appearance of skill. A groupe

“tribunes and centurians attended behind him 3
hile his old governor, Burrhus, stood near tus
opeful pupil, with indignation in his counte-
ince, and praises on his lips,

Furnished with such talents as these, for
iving pleusure, he was resolved to make the
ur of his empire, and give the most public
isplay of his abilitics wherever he came.  The
liice of his first exhibition, upon leaving Rome,
vis at Naples.  The crowds there were so great,

*nd the curiosity of the people so carnest in
aicaring him, that they did not perceive an carth-
fuake which happened while he was singing.
Whife hev cantinued to perform, no person was
permitted tosdepart trom the theatre, upon any
retence whatsoever; but some were so fatigued
with hearing him, that they leaped privately
“om the walls, or pretended to fall into fuinting
ts, in order to be carricdd out.  An old senator,
amed Vespasian, happening to fall asleep apon
ne of these occasions, very uairowly escaped
ith his life, forsuch a mark of disrespect,

Sauiated with the flattery of his countrymen,
‘wro determined to pass over into Greeee, in ora

der
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cities of Greece having made a Jaw to send him
musical crowns as a conqueror at all the games ;
deputies were accordingly dispatched with this
important embassy. As he one day entertained
these acceptable strangers, and conversed with
them with the utmost familiarity, they entreated
to hear him sing. Upon his complying, the
artful Greehs knew how to satisfy his vamty, by
the exaggeration of their praise.  They testified
all the marks of ecstacy and raprure, Applauses
so warm caused Nero to exclain in conscious
self-sufficiency, *¢ that the Greehs aone were
woirthy to hear him;” and accordingly pre-
pared without delay to go mto Greece; where
he spent the whole year cusuing.  In this jonrney
his retinue rescinbled au aviny in number; but
it was only coposed of singers, dancers, tai-
lors, and other attendants apon the theatre,
He traversed Greece, and exhibited at all their
games, which he ordered to be celebrated in the
same year. At all of thein he came off con-
querer, if not by ment, at least by favour; and
obtained no fewer than eighteen hundied crowns,
Upon his return from Greece, he entered Na-
*ples through a breach in the walls of the city,
as was customary with those who were con-
querorsin the Olympic games.  But all his splens
dour was reserved for his entryinto Rome. Therg
he appeared seated in the chariot of Augustus,
dressed in robes of purple, and crowned with
wild olive, which was the Olympic garland,
He bore in his hand the Pythian crown; and
had eighteen hundred more carricd before him,
Beside him sat onc Diodorus, a musician; und
bebind him followed a band of singers, as nu-

' RS merous
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merous as a legion, who suyng in honour of Lis
victories. 'Tlhewscnate, the hnights, and the
people, attended this puerile pageant, filling the
air with their acclamations.  The whaole city
was illuminated ; every street sncked with in-
cense; wherever he passed, svictims were slaing
the pavement was strewed with sattron; whilst
garlands of flowers and ribbons were showered
down upon him from the windows as he passed
along. 8o many honours only inflamed his de-
sire of acquiriug new; and he now began to
take lessons in wiestling, willing to imitate Her-
cules in streag, as he had rvalled Apello in
activity and the musical arts,

Happy would 1t have been for mankind, had
Nero confined himeelt to these puerthties, and
contented with being contemptible without being
formidable alsos but his crucitics even outdid all
his other extravagancies, A complete list of
those would form a volume; full of a hideous
repetition of suspicions without cause, and pu-
nishments without mercy.  Soon after the death
of Agrippina, he ordered Domitia, lns aunt, o
Le pooned.  Some say, that Buribus, who
died shortly after, underwent the same  ate,
Octaviag. his wife, was divorced; and put o
death : andePoppica made empressin ber sread.
Sylla and Terquatus Svllanus, with many others,
either fell by the exeentioner, or escaped  his
vengeance by a velumtary death,

He seemed ¢ven studious to refine on sensua-
Lity, and to find out pleasutes as well as erimes
against nature.  Being attired in the habitof o
woman, and covered with a vellow seil, hke a
*ride, be was wedded to oue of his abominable
Hmpunions; called Pythagoras, and again to
' : his
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his freedman Doriphorus. Onthe other hand,
that he might be every way detestable, he be-
came the husband of a youth named Sperus,
whom he had previously deprived of the marks
ot virthty. With this preposterous bride, decked
out 1n all the ornaments of an empress, he went
to all public places.  Such violations of all de-
ceucy, though they might cscape punishment,
could not escape contempt. It was observed,
upon one of these oceasions, that the world had
teen happy if the emperor’s father had been
married only to such a spouse.  But Le was so
mdifferent to opinion, that he was often heard
10 observe, ¢ he had rather be hated than loved.”
When one happened to say i his presence, that
the world might be burnt when he was dead :
“ Nuy,” u-plu-d Nero, ¢ letit he buirt while I
“am living” In fact, a great part of 4 p
the city ot Rome was consamed by fire g4,
shortly after; and most historians accribe v.e
the conflagration to him, It is said, that ;4
hie stood upon a high tower, during the
continuance of the flames, enjoying the sight,
and repenting in a player’s habit, and in a thea-
trical manner, some verses upon the destruction
of Troy. However, the emperor usdl every
art 10 throw the odium of so detestable an actiont
from limeelf, and to lix it upon the Christians;
who were at that time gainmg ground in Rome;
Notling could be more dreadful than the perse«
vuton raised against them upon this false accue
sation.  Some were covered with skins of wild
heasts; and, in that figure, devoured by dogsy
Some were crucified, and others burnt alive,
“When the dny was not sufficicnt for their tor
“ tures, the flames in which they perished,™.
says
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says the energetic Tacitus, * served to illumi-
‘““ nate the night;” while Nero, dressed in the
habit of a charioteer, regaled himself with their
torturcs from bis gardens; and-entertained the
people at one time with their sufferings, at an-
other, with the games of the circus.  In this per-
secution, St. Paul was beheaded ; and St. Peter
was crucificd with his head downwards; which
attitude he chose, as being more dishonourable
than that of his divine master. The inhuman
monster, conscious of being suspected of burning
the city, in order to wipe off the charge, took
great care to re-cdify it, even with greater beauty
than beforer  But he set no bounds to the mag-
niticence with which his own palace that had
shared in the conflagration, was rebuilt. It now
received the name of the golden palace, from
the rich materals of whigh it. was composed ;
as all the apartmentss adorned with the
rehest metals, and the most precious jewels.
The principal hall was circular, and the cailing
moveable, and went round in imitation of the
heavenly motions. The extent of the palace
was not less amagzing than its beauty. It wus
50 large as to contain within its walls, lukes,
parks, und vineyards. The cntrance was spu-
cious enough to reccive a colossal statue of the
emperor, a hundred and twenty feet high. In
short, nuthing, either before or since, ever equal-
led the magnificence or richness of this structure,
Nero, however, when it was finished, only said
cooly, ‘ that he was now lodged like a man.”
Nor did he seem to regard the extortions and
exactions in all the provinces, which were made
to defray the enormous expences, either of his
vaaity or his vices.

Hitherto,
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Hitherto his cruelties had fallen chiefly
upon strangers and his nearest connec- A- D-
uons. A conspiracy now formed against
lnn by Piso, a man of great power and integrity,
which was peam turely discovered, by the indis-
crete zeal of a woman named Epicharis, opened
2 new train of suspicions that destroyed many of
the principal families 1n’Rome.

Numbers of the chief men of the city, cither
involved m the conspiracy, or suspected of being
so, weie executed without mercy.  But, the
two most remarkable, weire Seneca the philo-
sopher, and his nephew Lucan the poet. It
is not certainly known, whether Seneca was
really concerned in the conspiracy or not.
This great man, after long bewailing the sa-
vage propensitics of Jhis former pupil, without
having the power Jonger of controlling
them, had retired frdfi urt o solitude and
privacy. However, his refreat did not now pro-
tect him; for Nero, cither having real testimony
against him, or clse hating him for his virtues,
sent i tribune, to inform him that he was sus-
pected as an accomplice.  The tribune found
dhw philosopher at table with Paulina bis wife ;
and having explained his business, Sencea re-
plicd, without any emotion, that his welfare de-
pended upon no man; that he had never been
accustomed to indulge the errors of the emperor,
and would not do it now. When this answer
was brought back to Nero, he demanded whether
Sencca seemed afraid to die: the tribune re-
plyig that he did not appear in the least terri-’
ficd, “Then go to him again,” cried the em-
peror, “and give him my orders to die, =
Upon
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Upon receiving this fatal ecommand, Sencea
scemed no way discomposed, but called for his
will, in order to make some additions to it,
in favour of some friends that “were then with
him. * This fuvour was refused him; upoa
which Seneea, turning to his friends, ¢ 8ince,”
cricd he, “ I am not permited to leave you any
¢ other marks of my affection, at least, { leave
“ you one lezacy more precious than all the
¢ rest—my example.” Then endeavouring to
alleviate their distress, and embracing his wife,
the memory of her past affection scemed to melt
him into tears. However, no way wmwindful of
his constaney, he tried to consule her for his loss,
and exhort her to alife of persevering virtue. But
she, resolvin.g not to survive him, pressed her re-
quest to die with him so ggrnestly, that Sencca,
who had long looked upyaiith us a benefit, at last
gave his consent, and &ins of both their arms
were opencd at the sathe time. As Seneca was
old, and much enfecbled by the austerities of his
iife, the blood flowed but slowly; so that he
caused the veins of his legs and thighs to be
opencd also. Tlis pains were long and violent,
but the& were not capable of repressing his for-
titude or his eloquence. He dictated a discourse
to two sccretaries, which was read with great
avidity after his death by the people, but which
has since perished in the wreck of time. His
agonies being drawn out to a great length, he
at last demanded poison from his physiciun; but
this also failed of its effect, his body being
already exhausted, and incapable of promoting
its operation, lle was then carried into a warm
buth, which only served to prolong his cnd a;
+




Fength he was put into & dry stove, the vapour
of which quickly dispat¢hed lim, In the
wean time, Paulina, having fallen inte a swoon
with the loss of blood, had her arms bound .
up by her domestics, and by these meaps sur-
vived her husband for some years; but the re-
mainder of her life shewed she was worthy of
having been the wife of Seneca.

The, death of Lucan, which happened in the
twenty-ninth year of his age, did not detract
from his genius or his consanguinity with Se-
veca.  The veins of his arms being opened, after
he had lost a great quantity of blood, perceiving
his extremities already torpid, while the vital
parts still continued warm and vigorous, he called
to mind a description in his own poem of the
Pharsulia, of a person dying in similar ¢ircum-
stances, ard expired while repeating that beau-
tiful passage which &gins,

B 1
Nec sicut vﬁlnere sanguis
Emicuit lentus. Ruptis cadit undique venis,

In this manner was the whole city filled with
slaughter, und frightful instances of treason. No
Jnaster was secure from the vengeance of hig
slaves, nor even parents from baser atrempts of
their children, Not vnly throughout Rome, but
_the whole surrounding couptry, bodies of sof-
diers were scen in parsuit of the suspected and
the guilty. Whole:erowds.of wretches, loaded
with chains, were led every day to the gates of
the palace, to wait their sentence from the
tyrant’s own lips, who always presided at ghe
tortures in_person, attended by Tigellinus, the
' © most



most abandoned man in Rome, but now become
principal minister und favourite.

Nor were the Roman provinces in a better
situation than the capitol. The example of the
tyrant scemed to influence his governors in every
part of the empire. In the seventh year of his
reign, the Britons revolted under the conduct of
their queen Boadicen.  Paulinus, the Roman
general, being at that time employed with part
of the legions in expelling the Druids from the
isle of Anglesea, his licutenants in his absence
committed such barbaritics as were quite insup-
portable. Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, was
treated with peculiar indignity, being condemned
to be scourged, end her daughters deflowered
by the soldiery. In revenge for such flagrant
enormities, at the head of a numerous army, she
fell upon the Romans wherever they were un-
provided, took their forts, destroyed the chief
scats of their power don and Verulam*;
and so great was her fury, that seventy thou-
sand Romans perished in this revolt. But the
Roman general soon after revenged his coun-
trvmen, by a great and decisive battle, in
which cighty thousand Britons are said to have
perished ; and Boadicea' herself, rather than fall
into thessands of the enraged victor, put an cnd
to her life by poisun. This was the last effort
the Britons made: from this period they lost riot
ouly all hopes, but even all desire of freedom,
till the Romans voluntarily withdrew from their
coasts,

A war also was carried on against the Par-
thiuns, for the greatest part of this reign{ con-

# Contiguous to the site of the present St. Albans.

ducted
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ducted by Corbulo: who, after many successes,
had dispossessed Tiridates, and settled 'Ti-
graucs in Armenia in his room. Tiiidates was
soon after restored by an invasion of the Par-
thians into that country ; but being once more
opposed by Corbulo; the Romans and Parthians
came to an agreement, thatTiridates should con-
tinue to govern Armenia, upon condition that he
should lay dewn his crown at the feet of the em-
peror’s statue, and receive it as a gift from him ;
a ceremony which was readily performed, and af-
terwards repeated at Rome betore Nero himself.

In the twellth year of this emperor’s reign,
the Jews also revolted, having been severely op-
pressed by the Roman governors. It is said that
Florus in particular, had carried tyranny to such
an outrageous height, that by public proclamation
he gave permission to plunder the country, pro-
vided he received half’ the spoil.  These oppres-
sions drew such a train of calamities after them,
that the sufferings of all other nations were slight
incomparison to what this devoted people after-
wards endured.

In the mean time, Nero proceeded in his
cruelties at Rome, with unabated severity.—s
Rulius Crispinus, and Annzus Mella, the bro-
ther of Sencca, were destroyed upon very slight
suspicions. The death of Petronius, about this
time, is too remarkable to be passed over in
silence. This person, the reputed author of o
work, called the Satyricon, which is still re-
maining, was an Epicurean in principle and
practice.  In the luxurions court of Nero,
he was particularly noted for his refinemehts
in sensuality. Nero had chosen hin among
the number of hLis dependents, s the :J.rbiterf

] o
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of his pleasures j——un office which Tigel-
Jinus was desirous solely to enjoy, and there-
fore vesolved upon his destruction, e was ae-
cused accordingly of being privy to Piso’s con-
spiracy, and committed to prison,  Petronius
could not endure the anxicty of suspence, and
therefore determined on avoluntary death, which
he performed in a manncr entirely similar to thag
in which he had lived. e caused his veins to
be opened, and then closed ; and again opened
at intervals; and with the utmost cheertulness
and tranquillity conversed with his friends, not
upon maxitus of philosophy, or grave subjects,
but upon such topics as had amused his gayess
revels. e listened while they recited the lights
est peems; and by no action, no word, nor cie-
cumstance, evinced - his perturbation or regret.
Shortly after him, Numicius Thermus was put
to death, as likewise Barca®oranus, and Patus
Thrasea. The destroyirg of the two last, Tacitus
calls an attack upon virtue itself.  Thrasca died
in the midst of his {riends and philosophers, con-
versing and reasvning on the nature of the soul.
His wife, who was the daughter of the celebrated
Arria, was desirous of following her mother’s
example; but he dissuaded her from it. The
death of the valiant Corbulo, who had gained
Nero so many victories over the Parthians, fol-
Jowed next. Nor did the empress Poppwea her-
self escape, whom, in a fit of anger, he kicked
when she was pregnant, in consequence of which
she miscarried and died. At length, human
nature grew weary of enduring such wrongs,
gnd the whole world scemed to rouse, as if by
common consent, to rid the earth of a monster.

-, The inbred distempers of the empire, wl;::l;
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had been contracted under the detestable govern-
ment of four succeeding tyrants, now began to
discover themselves in all their malignity, and
threatened a general revolution in all the pro-
vinces.

Julius Vindex, who commanded the legions
in Gaul, was one of the fast that pubhickly pro- -
tested against the ty suniecul gosernmnent of Nero.
Tie appeared to have no other taotive for this
revolt than that of frecing the world (rom an op-
pressor; for, whea itwas told him that Nervo had
set a reward upon his head of ten millions of
sesterces, he made this gallant answer, ¢ Who-
“¢ ever brings me Nero’s head, shall, if he pleases,
* have mine.”  But still more to shew he was
not actuated by motives of private ambition, he
proclaimed Sergius Galba emperor, and invited
him to join in the revolt,  This man, at that
time governor of Spain, was cqually reinarkable
for his wisdom in peace, and his courage in war
But as talents under corrupt princes are always
dangerous, for some years be had seemed willing
to court obscurity, and avoided a!l opportunities
of signalizing his valour. And now, cither through
the caution attending old age, or from a total wang
‘of ambition, appeared little inclined to icinwith
Vindex, and continued for some time irresolute
how toact. .

In the mean time, Nero, who had been ap-
prised of the revolt in Gaul, appeared tural?y
regardless of the danger,” privatcly flattering
himself that in theeveut, he would bave an op-

ortunity of fresh confiscations. Deing then at

ifaples, he excused himself in his letters to the
senate, for not immediately coming to Rome, as
he was detained by an hoarseness which he s -
2 afm :
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afraid of increasing.  The care of his voice was
still uppermost in his mind, and nothing scemed
to give him greater uncasiness than that Vindes,
in his manifestoes, should call him a miserable
musician.  Ile frequently asked those about
him, whether it was possible that one who had
studied the art so long and carefully as he had
done, should descrve such a degrading epithet.

The circumstances of the revolt growing more
formidable cvery hour, Nero returned to Rome
with u mixture of hope, exultation, and revenge.
Upon entering the city, he convened a few of
his creatures among the senate, and, instead of
deliberating on his affairs, entertained them by
the exhibition of some musical instruments that
were to be played upon by water. He explained
to them' their mechanism, their advantages, and
defects, adding with an ironical air. ¢ that he
hoped, with Vindex’s permission, to exhibit these
instruments upon the theatre.”

But when Nero received intelligence of the
actual revolt of Galba, he was affected in a very
different manner.  The reputation of that ge-
neral was such, that from the moment he de-
clared against him, Nero considered himself as
ruined. © He reccived the account as he was at
supper, and, instantly struck with terror, over-
turned the table with his foot, and then fell into
a swoon, from which, when he recovered, he
tore his clothes, and struck his head, crying out,
* that he was utterly undone.” It was then
that, with frantic rage, he resolved to massacre
gll the governors of provinces, to destroy all ex-
fles, and to murder all the Gauls in Rome, as &
punighment for the treachery of their country-
man.’ In short, in the wildness of his passioll;s

¢
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he thought of poisoning the whole senate, of
burning the city, and turning the lions, kept for
the purposes ot the theatre, out upon the people.
These designs, however, being luckily ympractis
cable, he resolved, at last, to face the danger in
person.  But lus preparations served to mark the
infatuation of his mind  His principal care was to
provide waggons for the convenient cartiuge of his
musicdl instruments ; and to  dress out  his
cancubines like Amazons, with whom he intend-
ed to face the cnemy. He also made a resolu-
tion, that it he came offt with safety aad cpire,
he would appear again upon the theatre with
the lute and water-music, and would equip him-
self as a pantomime.

Amidst these frivolous, or rather insane, oc-
cupations, the revolt became general.  Not only
the armies in Spain and Gaul, but also the le-
gions in Germany, Africa, and Lusitania, de-
clared against him.  Virgivius Rufus alone, who
commanded an army on the upper Rhine, for &
while continued in suspence; during which, his
forces, without his order, falling upon the Gaulg,
routed them with great slaughter, and Vindex
slew himself. But this no way advanced the
mtercsts of Nero; for he was now becomg so de
testable, that it was infamy to fight in his cause.
Of this he was not insensible, and therefore,
having furnished himself with poison, as a pre-
parative against the worst, he retired to the Sef-
vilian gardens, with a resolution of fleeing into
Egypt. He, accordingly, dispatched the freed-
men, in whom he had the most confidence, to
prepare a fleet at Ostia; and, in the mean whilg,
sounded in person the tribunes and centurions
of the guard, to know if they were willing to

%3 share
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sharc lus fortunes. These all excused them-
selves, under divers pretexts; and one of them
had the Loldness to answer him by a hemistich
from Virgil ; Usque adeone miscrum est mori*?”
Thus destitute of every resource, all the expe-
dients that cowardice, revenge, or terror could
produce, alternately crowded in his mind.
Under the most gloomy apprehensions he went to
bed, but waking about midnight, he was surpris-
cd to find his guards had left him. The pre-
torian soldiers, in fact, having been corrupted
by their commander, had retired to their camp,
and proclaimed Galba emperor. Even those
who had reccived the greatest favours from his
hands, now deserted him inhis distress, and every®
door was shut against him.

Wakened to a full sense of his destitute situa-
tion, and reduced to despair, he desired that one
of his favourite gladiators might come and dis-
putch him. But even this request therc was’
norc found to obey. ¢ Alas,” cried he, “have
“¢ I neither friend nor cnemy !” Then running
desperately forth, he seemed resolved to plunge
headlong into the Tiber; but his courage be-
ginning to fail him, he made a sudden stop,
and ask:id for a secret place, where he might
resume his 'composure, and mect death with
becoming fortitude. In this distress, Phaon,
one of his frecedmen, offered him his country-
house, about four miles distant, where he might,
for somo time, remain concealed. Nero accepted
his offer; and, half dressed as he was, with his
head covered, and hiding his face with his hand-
korchicf, he mounted on horseback, attended by

#. 13 death'then somuch to be dreaded ? '
» four
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four of his domestics, of whom the wretched
Sporus was one. Having had a narrow escape
trom his pursuers, he quitted his horse, and for-
saking the high way, cntered the thicket that
led towards the back part of Phaon’s house,
through which he crept, among the reeds and
brambles, with which the place was overgrown.
While, he was waiting till a breach should be
made in the wall for him to enter, he took up
some water in the hollow of his hand, from a
pool to drink, saying, ¢ These are the delicacies
“ of Nero.” During this interval, the senate
finding the Pra:torian guards had taken part with
Galba, declared him emperor,'and coundemned
Nero to die, MORE MAJORUM,

‘Yhese dreadful tidings were quickly brought
by onc of Phaon’s slaves from the ety, while
Nero continued hingering between his hopes and
his fears. At one time, this most wretched of all
mankind was employed in providing stones for hi.
own tomb; at another, inprepajing wood and
water for his funeral : now repeating verses, ex-
pressive of the horrors of his mind ; again givisg
vent to  his tears, and crying out, * What 4n
S artist is the world likely to lose!”  When he
uuderstood that, in conforinity to the ®ords of
his scntence, he was to be stripped® naked, his
head to be fixed in a pillory, and he, in that pos-
ture, to be scourged to death, Nero was so ter-
ritied, that he scized two poniards, which ke
bad brought with him, and, after cxamining their
points, rcturned them to their sheaths, pre-
tending that the futal moment was not yet ar-
rived. He then desired Sporus to begin the
lamentations whicn were used at funerals; he
next ‘intreated' that some one of his attendants

would
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would die, to give him courage by his example;
and afterwards began to reproach his own
cowardice, crying out, ¢ Does this become
¢ Nero ? Is this trifling well timed ? No, no,
“ let me be courageous.” In fact, he had no
time to spare : his puarsuers were just at hand,
and on hearing the sound of the horses’ fect, he
set a dagger to his throat, with which, by the
assistance of Epaphroditus, his freedman and se-
cretary, he gave himself a mortal wound. One
of the centurions entering the room, whilst he.
was yet alive, and pretending he came to his re-
lief, attempted to stop the blood with his cloak.
But Nero, regarding him with a stern counte-
nance, said, “ It is now too late ; and almost
instantly expired, in the thirty-second year of his
age, after a reign of somewhat more than thir-
téen years and a half, the greatest part of which
he had been a seourge to his people, and a dis-
grace to human nature. Inhim ended the line of
the Casars; and the joy which pervaded the ci-
ty on his death, was expressed by every token that
suchqa signal deliverance could suggest.

: CHAP.
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CILAP XVIL

The Reigns of Galba, Otho, and Vitcllius.

gHR\"IlTS GALBA* was no less than 4 |
) seventy-two years old when declared “gg,
‘entperor, and was then in Spain with his
legions.  Upon his firt nemination, he
met with so many disquictudes, that he
arce meditated suicide.  But hearing (rum Rone,
that Nero was dead, and the empire transferred
to him by the senate, as it had previously been by
the army, he immediately assumed the title and
eusigns of command. In his journey towards
Rome he was met by Virginius Rufus, iwho,
finding the senate had decerced him the govers.-
ment, came to yicld him obedience.  This ge-
seral had more than onee refused the empire
himsclf, which was offered him by his soldiers,
alleging, that the conseript fathers alone had ghe
sdisposal of it, and from them only he would
accept the honour; but this generous forbearance
did not ingratiate him with the new emperor.
Shortly after this, many of those who were mbst
dictinguisted in the lust reign, and who gt-
tempted to disturb the present, were cut éff,
Among these were Nymphidius Sabinus, prefect

U. C.
819,

* EGatha, bv the father's side, was descended from Lhe
Sa'pitian family, one of the most illustrions in Rote.
'hen & young man, Augustus, ou & certain oceasion, put
bis hund on his head, aud smid, * You, my son, will have

¢ a trial at the empire.”
of
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of the pratorian guards at Rome, who had pre-
sumed to be a competitor with Galba; Fonteius
Capito, lieutenant in Germany; and Clodius
Macer, pro-cousul in Africa. -

Galba, though raised to the empire by his
army, was anxious to suppress their power, lest
they should be encouraged to commit future
disturbances.  Ihs first approach to Rome was
attended with one of those rigorous strokes of
justice, which may rather be defended than ad-
mired. A body of mariners, whom Nero bad
taken from the oar, and enlisted among the le-
gions, went to mect the emperor, three miles
from the city, and with loud importunitics de-
manded a confirmation of what his predecessor
bad done in their favour. Galba, who was
rigidly attached to the ancient discipline, de-
ferred their request to another time.  But they,
considering this delay as equivalent to an abso-
lute denial, insisted upon their request, it a very
disrespectful manner; and somce of them even
bad recourse to arms: on which Galba ordered
& body of horse attending him to ride in among
them, and thus killed scven thousand of them on
the spot, and afterwards decimated the sur-
vivors. ® Their insolence demanded correction;
but such chcessive punishments deviated into
cruelty. Iis aext step to curb the insolence of
the soldiers, was his discharging the German
cohort, which had been established by the former
emperors as a body guard. 'Those he sent home
to their own country, unrewarded, under the
pretence that they were disaffected to his person,

Two objects scem early to have engaged bis
attention, namely, to punish those vices which
had come to an cnormous hcight in the st

Ieign,

~
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reign, with the strictest severity; and to re-
plenish the treasury, which had been entirely
drained by the prodigality of his predecessors.
These attempts, | however comumendable,. only
brought on hun the imputation of severity and
avarice : the state was too much corrupted to
admit of such an immediate transition from vice
to virtue, as tlus worthy, but weak, politician
attempled to effect.  The people had long been
maintained in sloth and luxury by the prodigality
of the former emperors, and conld not think of
being obliged to seck for subsistence by laborr
and frugality. They began, thercfore, to sa-
tirise the old man, and turn the simplicity of his
manners into ridicule. 1t is recorded of him,
that he groaned upon having an expensive soup
scrved up at his table; that he presented to his
steward, for his fidelity, a plate of beans; and
that a famous player upon the flute, named
Cunus, having greatly delighted him, he drew
out his purse, and gave him five-pence, telling
him that it was private and not public money.
By such ill-judged parsimony at such a time,
Galba speedily began to lose his popularity ; dnd
he, who before his accession was esteemed’ by
"ail, was ‘now considered with ridicule and c{m-
tempt. . )
'll‘)he love of moncy, indeed, seems to hpve
been stronger in Galba than the sense of justice,
Shortly after his coming to Rome, the le
were presented with a most grateful spectagie;
‘which was that of Locusta, Elius, Polycletus,
Patronius, and Petinus, all the bloody ministers
of Nero’s cruelty, drawn in fetters through the
city and publicly executed. But Tigellinus, the
most notorious offender of all, was not l:h';{:f
. h 's
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‘T'his crafty villain had purchascd his safety, by
the.sacrifice of his wealth ; and though the peo
ple cried out for vengeance against him, the em-
peror granted him both life and purdon. e~
lotus the eunuch also, who had been the instru-
ment of poisoning Claudius, escaped likewise by
the proper application of his wealth,

It should be remarhed, however, that avarice
was rather the vice of his confidents than of
Galba. 'The principal of these were Titus Ve-
nius, who had been Lis licutenant in Spain, @
mun of insatiable cupidity ; Caius Laco, whom
he had made prafect of the praetoriun bunds, and
Icelus, his freedman who aspired at the highest
command in the equestrian order. These three,
very different in their dispositions, intluenced the
emperor to opposite pursuits; and only agreed
in one point, thur of abusing his confidence.
'Thus, by the incquality of his conduct, accordiug
to the unpulse that was given him, he becume
despicable to his subjects. At ope time, shewing
himself severe and frugal; at another, remiss
and prodigal ; condemning some illustrious per-
sons without hearing; and pardoning others,
though guilty. lnshert, through the mediation
of these fuvourites, all officers were venal, and all
punishinents redeemable by money.

Such was the posture of aflairs at Rome,
while the provinces were yet in a worse con
dition. The success.of the army in Spain in
choosing an emperor, induced the legions in
other parts to wish for a similar opportunity.
Accordingly, many seditions were kindled, ana
several fuclions promoted in diflerent parts of
the empire, but particularly in Germany, In
that country were then two Romun armi.ets;;_

the
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the one, which had lately attempted to make
Rufus Virginius emperor, and which was pow
commanded by his licutenant; the other,
commanded by Vitellius, who long had an am-
bition to obtain the empire for himself. The
furmer of these armies, despising their present
general, and considering themselves as suspected
by the emperor, for having been the last to ac-
hnowledge his title, resolved to be foremost in
denying it.  When they were summoned to take
the oaths of homage and fidelity, they refused
to acknowledge any commands but those of th
senate, or to acquiesce in the election of an em-
peror created in Spain.

Galba, being informed of these commotions,
was sensible, that beside his years, he was less
respected for want of an heir. lle resolved
therefore, to adopt some person, whose virtues
might deserve such advancement, and protect
his declining age from danger. Otho made
warm application for himself; alledging the
great services he had done the emperor, as
being the first man of note who came to his
assistance, when he had declared against Nero,
However, Galba, on this occasion, determined
eneither to be biassed by partiality nor inflgence,
but to consult the public good alone, and there-
fore, on a day appointed, ordered Piso Li-
cinianus to attend him. The character givén
by historians of Piso, is, that be was every wiy
worthy of the honour designed. He was go
way related to Galba, and bad no other interest
but merit to recommend bim to his favour.
Taking this youth, thcrefore by the hand, in
the ‘presence of his friends, he adopted him to

T succeed
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succeed him in the empire, giving him the most
wholesome lessons for guiding his future con-
duct.  Piso’s conduct shewed that he was highly
deserving of this distinction: in all his deportment
there appeared such modesty, firmness, and
cquality of mind, as bespohe him rather capable
of discharging, than ambitious of obtaining, his
present dignity. But the army and the senate
did not seem equally disinterested upon this oc-
casion; they had been so long used to bribery
and corruption, that they expected every new
claimant for power, first to satisfy their avar-
ice. The adoption, therefore, of Piso, was but
coldly received ; for his virtues were no recom-
mendation without being sct off by wealth and
liberality.

Otho, finding his hopes of adoption wholly
frustratdd, resclved upon obtaining the empirc’by
force. In fact, his circumstances were so very
desperate, that he was heard to say, *¢ it was
equal to him whether he fell by his encmies
in the field, or by his creditors in the city.”
He therefore raised a moderate sum of money,
by selling his intercst to a person who wanted a
place; and with this bribed two subaltern of-
ficers »a the praetorian bands ; supplying the de-
ficiency of his largesses by liberal promises and
plausible pretences. Having in this manner,
in less than cight days corrupted the fidelity of
the soldiers, he stole secretly from the emperor,
while he wus sacrificing; and asseinbling his
troops, in a short speech, urged the cruelties
and the avarice of Galba. Finding his invectives
received’ with universal shouts by the army, he
Yentirely threw off the mask, and avowed his in-
teutions of dethroning him, The soldiers being

sipe -
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ripe for sedition, immediately seconded his views,
and taking Otho upon their shoulders, declaved
him emperar; and, to strike terror into the
citizens, if they. should incline to be refractory,
carried him with their swords drawn into the
camy.

Gaulba heing informed of the revolt of the
army, seemed utterly confounded, and continued
wavering and doubtful ; till, at last, being de-
luded by a false report of Othe’s being slain, he
rode into the forum in complete armour, at-
tended by many of his followers, Just at the
same instant, a body of horse, sent from the
camp to destroy Inm, entcred on the opposite
side ; and cach party prepared for the encounter.
For some time hostilities were suspended on each
side; Galba being contused and irresolute, and
his antagonists stiuch with horror at the base-
ness of their enterprise. At length  finding
the emperor in sowe measure deserted by his
adierents, they rushed in upon him, tramp-
ling the crowds of people that then filled the
forum under foot, Gulba, sceing them ap-
proach, scemed to recollect all his former for-

. titude ; and bending his head forward, bid the
assassin strike it off, if it were for the good of
the people.  This was quickly performed, and his
head being set upon the point of a lance, was
presented to Otho, who ordered it to be con-
temptuously carned round the camp ; his bady
remaining in the strects, till it was buried by
one of his slaves. He died in the sevonty-lhird
year of his age, alter a short reign of seven
months; as illustrious by bLis native virtue, as it
was contaminated by the vices of his fuvouritesss,
who shargd in his downfal. Of Gulba, it has in-"

’ T deed
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deed been said with justice, that liad he never
mounted & throne, he would always have been
belicved eminently qualitied to fill one.

n No sooner was Galba thus murdered,

go. thanthe senate and people ran in crowds

to the camp, contending who should Le
foremost in eatolling the virtues of the new em-
peror, and villifying the character of his prede-
cessor.  Otho finding himself surrounded by cou-
gratulating multitudes, immediately repairved to
the scnate, where he received the titles ucually
given to the emperors; and thence returned to
the palace, scemingly resolved to reform his hife,
and assume manners becoming the clevated sti-
tion to which he was raised.

He began his reign by a singular iastance of
clemency, in pardoning Marius Celsus, who had
been highly favoured by Galba; and not only
forgave but cven advanced him to the highest
honours ; asserting that ¢ fidelity deserved cvery
reward.,” This act of clemency was followed
by another of justice, equally agrecable to the
people. Tigellinus, Nero's favourite, who had
been the promoter of all his crueltics, wus now
put to death; and all who had bheen unjustly .
hanished, or stripped, at his instigation, during
Nero'’s reign, were restored to their conntry and
their rights.

But whatever virtues Otho might have display-
ed in government, had he been ullowed opportu-
nity, he was almost immediately called ot 1o other
concerns.  The legions in Lower Germany,
having been purchased by the lurge gilts and spe-
cious promises of Vitellius their general, were at
dength induced 1o proclaim him emperor; and
regardless of the senate, they declared that t:u-i'

1t
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had an equal right to appoeint to that high sta-
tion, with the cohorts at Rome. The news of
this conduct in the army, soon spread conster-
nation lhruugl.opt the city; but Otho was par-
ticularly affected, as he foresaw that nothing but
the blood of his countrymen could decide a con-
test, of which his owp ambition alone was the
cause. Of zll characters in history, Otho's scems
the only one which was mended by advancement :
in a private station he was weak, vicious, and de-
bauched ; but as emperor, he appears courage-
ous, benevolent, and humanc: to avoid blood-
shed, he wished to come to an agreement with
Vitellins; but this not succeeding, both sides
began their preparations for war, News being
received that Vitellias was upon his march to
Italy, Otho departed from Rome with a vast
army to oppose him; but though he was pow-
erful in numbers, his men had been little used
to war, and were less to be relied on. Ile
seemed, indeed, by his behaviour, to have been
sensible of the disproporticn of the forces; and
is said to bave been tortured with frightful
drcams, and the most dismal apprehiensions.
IHowever, he proceeded with a great show of
courage, till he arrived at the city of Brix-
ellum, on the river Po, where he hajted ; send-
ing his forces before him, under the conduct of
his generals Suetonius and Celsus. The army
of Vitellius, which consisted of seventy thousagd
men, was commanded by, his generals Valens
and Cecina, he himself remaining in Gaul, to
bring up the rest of his forces. Both sides dis~
played such ardour and animosity that they
quickly met; and three considerable battles were,
fought in the space of three days: one near Pla-
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centia, another near Cremona, and a third, at a
place called Castor; in all which, Otho and the
Romans had the advantage, But these successes
were of short continuance; for, Valens and
Cccina, who had hitherto acted separately, join-
ing their forces, and recruiting their armies
with fresh supplies, resolved to come to a ge-
neral engagement,  Otho, who by this time had
joined his army, at a little village called Be-
briacum, finding the enemy, notwithstanding
their late losses, inclined to come to a battle,
called a council of war to determine upon the
proper measurcs to be taken. ‘The predominant
apinion, in contradiction to wisdom and expe-
rience, was to hazard an immediate engagement.
In this Otho acquiesced : he had been for some
time so uncasy under the war, that Le was wil-
ling to exchange suspense for danger.  lowever,
he was so surrounded by flatterers, that he was
prohibited frum being personally present in the
engagement, but presailed upon to reserve him-
self’ for the fortune of the empire, and wait the
event at Drisellum. A terrible battle soon touk
place at Bebriucwm, where Otho's troops hud
the advantage, at the first ouset, slew all the
forcmest rank, and won the eacle. At length,
however, she supenor discipliye of the legions
of Vitellius turned the fortune of the day. Mo
some time, they formed themselves fiom astate
of apparent confusion, and attucking the enemy
in flauk, gained a signal and decisive victory.,
@tho’s army tled in great confusion towards Be-
briacum, being pursued with gicat staughbter all
the way. :

lu the mean time, Otho waited fur the news
of the battle wirk giear impiticnee, and secmed
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to tax his messengers with delay. The first ac-
count of his defeat was brought him by a
common soldier who had escaped from the
field. The wretched emperor, still surrounded
by flattercrs, was desired to give no credit to
a base fugitive, who was guilty of falsehood,
only to cover his own cowerdice. The sol-
dier, however, persisted in the veracity of his
report; and, finding none inclined to believe
him, fell upon his sword, and ‘expired at the
emperor’s feet. Otho was deeply affected- with
the death of this faithful sentinel; and cried
out, that he would cause the ruin of no more
such valiant and worthy soldiers, but would
end the contest the shortest way. It was in
vain, that his followers gathered round him,
endeavouring to revive his hopes, and inspire
him with fresh ambition; in vain did thows,
who were too distant to be heard, lift up their
hauds to beseech him ; he was deuf to all their
mtreaties; he had formed a resolution to die,
as the only means of ridding himself of his careg,
and his country of its calamities. Havipg,
therelore, viven the signal for speaking, he tad-
dressed tne ~hattered remains of his army with
*areat intrepidity : ¢ I esteem,” cried ha, ¢ this
‘* day, as tar more gloricus than.that of my
¢ election, since it has convinced me of your
* fidehty and affection. I must, however, gn-
¢ treat for one favour more; which is, to die, in
vrder to procure your safety: I can never so
* much advance the interests of my countryfjby
** war and bleod, as by sucrificing myself forils
“ peace.  Others have purchased fame by go-
* verning well: let it be my boast to leave an
* empire, rather than, by my ambition, to

“ weaken
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# weaken or destroy it.” After speaking to this
" effect, he entreated his followers to yield them-
sclves to Vitellius, and not provoke him by ob-
stinacy or delay. Then rebuking, the unreason-
able fears of those about him, without any signs
of fear, either in his looks or words, he rctired to
his chamber ; where he wrote two consolatory
letters to his sister, and a third tv Messalina,
whom he had designed for his wife. He next
burnt such letters and papers as might be pre-
Jjudicial to his dependents, and distributed some
moncy and jewels among his fricnds and do-
mestics, Hc then prepared to die; but per-
ceiving a tumult among the soldiers, who pre-
parcd to punish some that were powng privately
awpy, he cricd out, * Letme then add then one
f¢ day more to my life.” Upon which he ordered
his chamber-door to be thrown open, and em-
ployed the remaining part of the day in checking
the violence of his soldiers, and giving advice to
all such as desired admittance. Having thus
performed the duties of his station, and quench-
ed his thirst with a draught ot cold water, he
ordered the doors to be secured, and fell into a
profound sleep. Awaking by break of day, he
perceivgd one of his servants remaining in the
room, whomy hé commanded to retirc. Then
taking a dagger, which he had placed under his
pillow the night before, he gave himself a mor-
tal blow on the left side, and with a single groan,
ended his life, after a short reign of three months
ang five days. Though the means by which he
acquired dominion deserve reprobation, there is
something in his after-conduct that makes us la-
ment his end. A man who could think so justly
and feel so acutely on this occasion, deserved to
haye been longer tried. N
°
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No sooner was it known that Otho had killed
himself, than all the soldiers repaired to Vir-
ginius, the communder of the German legions,
carnestly entreating himn to assume the reins of
governiyent ; or, at least, entreating his medi-
ation with the generals of Vitellius in their fa-
vour. Upon his declining their requests, Ru-
brius. Gullus, a person of considerable note,
immediately undertovk their embassy to the
generals of the couquering army, and soon
after obtained pardon for all the adherents of
Otho.

Vitellius being thus supported by a victorious
army, the senate made no hesitation in proclaim-
ing him emperor, though he was still in Gaul.
At this time Italy was harassed by the soldiers,
who committed outrages, cxceeding all the
oppressions of the most calumitous war. The
vmperor, before he sct out for Rome, deter-
mincd to punish the pratorian cohorts, who
had been the instruments of the late disturb-
ances in the state. He caused them all to be
disarmed, und deprived of the name and ho-
nour of soldiers; and sentenced an hundred and
Lifty of the most guilty, to be put to death. -

These beginnings were Soon shadea® by his
vices uud extravagance.  As he’approacled
towards Rome, he uffected all imaginuble splen-
dour; und kept up neither order nor disgi-
pline wmong his soldiers; for they plundeed
wherever they came with impunity. Upgn
lis arrival on the ficld where the battle
fought, which put him in possession of the em-
pire, observing the great number of dead bodits
scattered over the plain, men and horses con-
fusedly intermiaed, putrefying and tainting the

air
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~air with their stench, he seemed no way shocked
at the spectacle: but with a brutal apathy, re-
marked to those about him, * that a dead ene-
my smelt well;” and then calling for wine, he
drank upon the spot, and ordered large quan-
" tities to Le distributed among his soldicrs.
Having reached Rome, he entered it, not as a
place he came to govern with justice, but us a
town that was become his own by the laws of
conquest, He marched through the streets,
mounted on horseback, allin armour, the se-
nate and people preceding him on foot as it the
captives of his late victory, Next day he made
a speech before the senate, in which he magnified
his own actions, and promised them extraor-
dinary advantages from his administration. He
then harangued the people, and met with the
' customary adulation.

In the mean time, his soldiers being permitted
to satiate themsclves in the debaucherices of the
city, grew totally unfit for war, The principal
affairs of the state were managed by the lowest
wretches, whom fortune, in her capricious freaks,
seemed pleased with exalling, Asiaticus, his
freedman, supported by a groupe of players and
chariofeers, governed all things, and brought
wvirtue into ‘disrepute by vicious exaumple. Vi-
tellius, more abandoned than they, gave him-
self up to all kinds of. luxury and profuseness;
but gluttony was his predominant vice, insomuch
that he brought himself to an habit of vomiting,
in order to be dble to renew his meals at plea-
sure. His entertainments were prodigiously ex-
pensive ; but they were more frequently at the
oust of others than his own. The most memo-
yable of these banquets, was that which was

= . made
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made for him by his brother, on his arrival at
Rome. Inthis were served up two thousand se~
veral dishes of fish, and seven thuusand fowl of
the most valuable kinds. But in one particular
dish he seemed to have outdone all the former
profasion of the most luxurious Romans. This
was of such magnitude as to be called the shield
of Minerva, and was filled with an olio made
from the sounds of the fish called scarri, the
brains of pheasants and woodcocks, the tongues
ot the most costly birds, and the spawn of lam~
preys brought from the Carpathian sea.

In this manner did this beastly glutton pro-
ceed, spending his time in the most gross sen~
sualities : so that if he had reigned long, the
whole empire would not have been sufficient to
have maintained his table.  All the attendants of
his court sought to raise themselves, not by their
virtue or abilitics, but the sumptuousness of their
entertainments. This prodigality soon produced
its attendant, want; and that, in turn, gave rise
to cruelty and rapine. .

. Those who had formerly been his associatés;
were now destroyed without mercy. Going g‘;
visit one of them in a violent fever, he mingl
poison with his water, and delivered it to :‘t
with his own hands, in order to obtain fis f A
tunc. 1le never purdoned money-lenders wio
presumed to demand payment of his formér
debts ; and thus cancelled old tlaims, by taki
both thelife and property of the applicant. &
Roman knight being dragged away to executiog,
and crying out, that he had made the emperor ,
his heir, Vitellius demanded to see the will, whefe
finding Mmself joint inheritor with another, he
ordered both to be executed, that he might en~
joy the legacy without a partner, B

Y



By the incessant repetition of such vices and
crueities as these, he became not only a burthen
to himself, but odious to all mankind. The as-
trologers, with no vain foresight, now began te
prognosticate his downfall. A writing was set
upin the forum to this effact : “ We, in the name
* of the ancient Chaldeans, guve Vitellius warn-
““ ing to depart this life by the calends of Q.-
“ tober.” This intimation filled him with ter-
ror, and he ordered all the astrologers to be ba-
nished from Rome. An old woman, having pre-
dicted, that if he survived his mother, he should
Teign many years 4n happiness and security, he
immediately caused her death, by refusing her
sustenance, under pretence of its being prejudcial
to her health.  But he soon saw the futility of
‘relying upon such vain prognostications; for his
soldiers, by their cruclty and rapine, having be-
come insupportable to the inhabitants of Rome,
the legions of the East, who had at first ac-
guiesced in his dominion, began to revolt; and

"shortly after, unanimously resolved to raise Ves-
pasian to the throne.

Vespasian, long siuce appointed general against
the rebellious Jews, had reduced most of their
country, except Jerusalem, to subjection. " The
death 8f Nero, however, and the succession of
Gaulbn, gavéa temporary check to his conquests,
us he was obliged to send his son Titus to Rome,
to receive that emperor’s commands.  Galba too
being speedily cut off, he resolved to continue
neuter, during the civil wars between Otho and
Vitellius ; and when the latter prevailed, he paid
him his homage with reluctance. Desirous of
acquiring reputation, though he disliked the
government, he determined to lay siege to
' Jerusalem
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Jérusaléin, and actually made preparations for
that great undertaking, when he learned that
Vitellius was held in universal detestation, These
murmurings inereased and spread wider every’
day ; whilst Vespasian secretly endeavoured 1o
intlame thé discontents of his army. They began,
at length, to fix their cyes on him as a person
most gapable and willing to support the honour
of his country, and put a period to its injuries.
Not only the legions under his command, but
those in Muasia and Pannonia came to the
same  resolution, of declarditg themselves for
Vespasian,  He  was, without his knowledge,
proclaimed emperor at Alexandria; the army
there confirming their sutfrages with extra-
ordinary applause.  8till, however, Vespasian
scemed  to decline the honours done him ; till
at length his soldiers compelled him, by threats
of immediate death, to accept a title, which,
in ull probability; he wished to enjoy. He
now called a council of war, in which it was
resolved, that his son Titas should be left to car-
ry one the war against the Jews; and that Mu-
tianus, one of his generals, with the greatest part
ot his legions, should enter ltaly ; while Vespa-
sian himself was to levy forces in all parts of the
East, in order to reinforce them, in*case of ne-
cessity. :

Vitellius, though buried in sloth and luxur{,
on hearing of these machinations, resolved to
make an effort to defend his power, and ordered
his chief commanders, Valens und Cecina, to
make all possible preparations to resist the in-
vaders. ,The first army that entered Italy with
an hostire'intention, was under the command of
Antonius Primus, who was met by Cecina neap

" ROMEB~II. v Cremona,
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Cremona. A parley taking place, Cecina was
prevailed upon to change sules, und declare for
Vespusian. s army, however, quickly repent-
ed of their tergivisation, imprisoned their ge-
neral, and attached Antonius, though without
a leader. T'he engagement continued during the
whole night; and in the moring, after a short
repast, both armies rencwed the combat;, when
the soldiers of Antonius saluting the rising sun,
according to custum, the Vitellians, supposing’
that they had received new reinforcements, be-
tovk themselves togflight, with the loss of thirty
thousand men. Shortly aiter, liberating their ge«
nerul Cecina trom prison, they importuned him
to intercede with the conguerors for pardon;
which they obtained, though not without the most
horrid barbarities commmitted upon the citizens
of Cremona, to which they had retired for shel-
ter.

Meanwhile Vitellius, who was wallowing in all
kinds of lusury and excess, being infosned of
the defeat of Iis army, his former inselence
sunk into the extreme of timidity and irreso-
lution. At length, rousing from his letharay, he
made several clioits to ward off the impending
rain; Jbut his Jusury and dissipation conti-
nuing, his sffairs became more desperate cvery
day ; till, at last, he made ofters to Vespasian of
resigning the ecmpire, provided his ife were spared,
and a sufhicient revenue allotted for his support.,
To cenforce this request, he issued from his pa-
lace in deep mourning, with all his domes-
tics weeping round bim.  He then went to
offer the sword of justice to Cecilius, the consul ;
which he refusing, the abject emperor $repared
4o lay down the ensigns of empire in the temple
of Concord.  But being interrupted by s_on;:-,

et e N who
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avho cried out, 4 that himself was Concord,” he
resolved, upon so weak an encouragement, still
to maintain his power, aud immedately prepars
«d for s defenge. -

Amid this fluctuation of connsels, Sabigus, the
brother of Vespasian, seized upon the ca-
pitol. But, he was premature in s attempt 5
for the soldiers ot Vite.hus attacked him with
great fury ; and prevailing by thor numbers, spon
laid that beauutul tabric wm ashes.  Durning this
dreadful conflagration, Yitellius was feastng in
the palace of iberius, and - beholding all the
horrors of the assault with great satisraction,
Sabinus was taken prisoner; and shortly af-
ter executed by the emperor’s commuud.—
Young Domitian, his nephew, who was attgr-
wards emperor, saved hunself by flight, in the
habit of a priest; and all the rest who escaped
the fire, were put to the sword.

But this transient gleam of success served lit-
tle to improve the general aftairs of Vitellius: for
Antonius, the geneirul of Vespasian, was rapidly
advancing towards Rome, and would not listea
to any accommodation, When Le arrived be-
Jore the walls of the enty, the forces of Vitellius
resolved upon delending it to the utinosd extre-
mity. It was attacked on three sides with the
atmost fury : wlile the army within, sallying
upon the besiegers, detepded 1t with equal obsti-
nacy. The battle lasted a whele duy; nll, at last,
the besieged were driven miwo the aty, and a
dreadtul siaughter commenced jn all the streets,
which they vainly attempted to defend.  Insthe
mean time, the atizens stood by, like inditferent
spectators 3 and, as if they hud beenin a theutre,
clapped their hands, encouraging one party, and
then the other.  As either turned ther packs
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the citizens would sally out from their places of
refuge, end kill and plunder them without mercy.
But what was still more remarkable, during these
dreadful slaughtcrs, both within-and without the
city, the people could not be prevented trom ce-
lebrating onc of their most rjotous feasts, called
the Saturnalia: so that at one time might have
been scen a strauge mixtuge of mirth and misery ;
of cruelty and lewdness ; mone ploce, buryngs
and slaughters; in another, drunkenness and
feasting; here strcams of Llood, and heaps of
mangled bodies ; there lewd debaucherics and
shameless prostitution : in a word, all the hor-
vors of a civil war, and all the licentiousness of

the most abandoned security.
During this complicated scene of misery and
}:roﬂigacy, Vitellius retived privately to his wife's
ouse, upon Mourt Aventine, designing, that
night, to tlee to the army commanded by his bro-
ther at Tarracina. But, quite incapable, throygh
fear, of maintaining any resolytion, he changed
his mind, and returned again to s palace, now
void and desolate ; all his slaves forsahing Lim
in his distress, and purposely avoiding his pre-
sence.—There, after wandering for some timge,
- quite disconsolate, and fearing the face of every
creature, he hid himself in an obscure corner ;
from which, howcver, he wus soon taken by a
party of the conquering soldiers,  Still anxous
to protract his niserable life, he besged to be
kept in prison till the arrival of Vespasian ut
Rome, pretending that he had seciets of im-
portance to discover. But his intreaties were in
~ain : the soldiers, binding his hands behind him,
and throwing a halter round his neck, led him
along, half naked, into the public forum ; Joad-
v e ing
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ing §im, as they proceeded, with the most bitter
reproaches which their malice could suggest, or
his cruelty deserve. Some cast dirt and filth
upon him as he passed ; others struck him with
their hands ; some ridiculed the detects of his
person, his red fiery face, and the protuberance
of his belly. At lepgth, being come to the place
of punihment, they hilled him with many blows;
and then dragmng the dead body through the
streets with a hoek, they threw it, with all pos-
sible ignomy, into the Tiber,

Such was the meiited end of the brutal Vi-
tellius, in the (ifty-seventh year of his age, after
a<hort reign of dight months and five days; be-
aun ipcruelty, and continyed with universal de-
testation. Fortunately for mankind, the career
of this monster was soon run.  Indeed, the three
Jast emperors had only appeared like sovereigns
an i tragedy, ** to strut their hour upon the
 ¢taye, and then be seen no more,”

v3 CHAP'
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The Reigns of Vespasian, Titus, and Dopitian’]

AD. ‘fl'l‘l‘ll.LIUS being  dispatched, the
('0]‘.‘!\1(3]'1“,‘!' ill"l‘lly plll‘-ll(‘d tll(‘. che-

my throughout the whole city, while nei-
ther houses nor temples afforded retuge
to the fugrtives,  Not only armed foes,
however, suffercd in this manner; but many of
the citizens, who were obpoxious to the soldiers,
were dragged from their houses, and Lilled with-
out any form of nial; and no sooner was their
fury somewhat abated, than they began to seek
for plurider, under pretence of scarching tor the
encimy. The lower rupble and the slaves jriced
in these detestable outrages; and the whole aty
was filled with outery and lamentation, asf it
had fallen a prey to the most mereiless invaders,
At length, upon the wrival of Muianus,
genergl to Vespasian, slaughter and rapine
ceased, and the city began to resume an ap-
pearance of trangullity.  Vespasian * was de-
clared emperor, by the unanimous consent of
the seneate and the army ; and dignified with all
those titles, which now followed rather the
power than the merit of those who were appoint-
ed to govern,  Messengers were dispatched to

U. C.
820.

¥ The Flavian family, from which Vespasian wassprung
_was neither conspicusus for its lustre mor its antiquity
,il‘hey were ongiunlly of Reate, in the country of the Sa
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him in Egypt, desiring his retyrn, and testifying
the utmost desive for his government, Bur the
winter being dangerous for sailing, he deferred
his voyage to a’inore convenient season. Perhaps,
alsv, the dissensions in other parts of the empire,
retarded his return to Romet tor Claudius Civie
lis, . Lower Germany, excited his countrymen
to revolt; and destroyed the Roman garrisons,
in difierent parts of that province.  Flushed
with succese, he aspired to the purple himself.
and boldly advanced to give Cepealis, Vespa-
sian’s gencral, battle.  In the beginning of this
engzement he scemed snecessful, breaking the
Roman legions, and putting their cuvalry to
tlight.  But at length Cerealis, turned the fate
ot the day, and not only routed the enemy, but
took and destroyed their camp.  ‘This cngage-
ment, however, was not decisive ; several others
ensued with doubtful success; and an accom-
modation at length determined what arms could’
not cflect.  Civ:lis obtained peace for s coun~
trymen, and pardon for himeelf; that they
might form a barrier against the incursions sof
the surronnding varbarous nations.

During these commotions in Germayy,. the
Sarmatians, a savage people to the north-cast
of the empire, suddenly passed the river Ister;
and marching into the Roman dominions \-.;ixh
celerity and fury, destroyed several garrisons,
and an army under the command of Fontelug
Agrippa.  lHowever, they were driven. b: ¢k,
with some slaughter, by Rubrius Gallus, Yes-
pasian’s licutenant, into their native forests;
Where several attempts were made to confine

them by garrisons aund forts, placed along tho
Y garny ) P -y
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‘confines of their country. But these hardy
mations, having once found the way into the em-
pire, never after desisted from invading it at
every opportunity: till, they finally over-ran
and destroyed the glory of Rome:

Vespasian  contisued some months at Alex-
andria, in Lgypt, where, it is said, he perforined
miracles in curing a blind and a lame man, by
touching them.  Before he set out for Rome, he
gave his son Titus the command of the army
that was to lay siege to Jerusalem,  As he ap-
proached the metropolis, he was met at the dis-
tance of many miles by the senate, and half the
inhabitants, who gave the sincerest testimonices of
their joy, in having an emperor of such great
and eaperienced virtues,  Nor did he, in the
least, disappoint their expectations ; heing equal-
ly prompt to reward merit, and to pardon his
adversanes; to reform the manners of the citi-
zens, aud set them the Lestexample in hiscown,

While his father was thus receiving the ho-
mage of his subjects, Tius carried on the war
against the Jews with vigour. This obstinate
and infatuated people had long resolved to resist
the Roman power, vainly hoping to find protec-,
tion frém Heaven, whom their impieties had utter-
ly offended. “Their own historian represents them,
as arrived at the highest pitch of imquity ; while
famines, ecarthquakes, and prodigies, all con-
spired to forbode their approaching ruin, and
to fulfil the predictions of our Saviour and the
prophets. Nor was it sufticient that Heaven and
earth scemed to combine against them @ they had
the most bitter dissensions among themselves;
and were split into two paities, who robbed and
destroyed cach other without mercy, while both

at
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at the same time, boasted their zeal for the reli=
gion of their uncestors.

At the head of one of those parties was an in-
cendiary, whose nayne was John., ‘This fanatic
affected sovervign power, and filled the whole
city of Jerusalem, and all she towns arcund,
with tumult and pillage. In ashort tune, a new
factiou aroce, headed by one Simon, who uallxer
ing together multitndes ot Toblers and m\udc-
rers, w hu had fled to the mountains, attached
many cities and towns, gnd 1educed all Idumea
uider his power.  Jerusulem, at length, became
the theatre in which these two demagogues began
to excrcise their mutual animosity 3 John was
possessed of the temple, while Simen was ad-
mitted into the city ; both equally enraged against
each other; while slaughter and devestation fol-
lowed their pretensions,

Jerusalem was in this miserable situation when
Titus came to sit down pefore it with his con-
quvlmw army, and hegan his operations within
about »ix turlongs of the place. It was at the
feast of the passover, whien the place was filled
with an iufimte multitude of people, who had
come {from all parts to celebiate that great so-
lemnity, that ‘litus undertook the siege. 1}is
presence produced a temporary récouciliation
between the contending fuctions withm; so that
they unanimously resolved to oppose the com-
mon cnemy first, and then decide their demestic
quarrels. Their first sally, which was made with
much fury and resolution, put the Romans inta
great disorder, and obliged them to abandon
thair camp, and fiee to the mountains. How-
cver, rallying xmm(-dl.ttcly after, the Jewsdvere
forced back mtothe city : while Titus, in person,
slhiewed surprising feats of valoar and conduct.
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Jerusalem was strongly fortified by three walls,’
on cvery side, except where it was fenced by deep
valleys.  'litus began by battering down the out-
ward wall, which with much fatigue and dauger
he eftected; all the time shewing the greatest
clemency to the Jews, and offering them repeat-
ed assurances of pardon, on submission,  But
this mfatuated nation retused his kindnegs wath
contempt, and imputed  his -humanity to lus
fears.  Five duys arter the commencement of the
siege, Titus broke through the second wally and
he soon after made preparations lor battering
the third wall, which was their last defence. But
first he sent Josephus, their countryman, into
the city to exhort them to yicld, who using all
his eloquence to persuade them, was only reviled
with scofis and reproaches.  ‘The sicge was there-
fore carricd on with greater vigour than before;
and several batteries for engines were raised, which
were no soonct built, than destroyed by the Jews.
At length, it was resolved in counctl, to surround
the whole city with a trench, and thus prevent
all reliefand succours from abroad. ‘This, which
was quicll, exccuted, had no efiect to intunidate
the citizens. “Though fumine and pestilence, itg
necessary attendants, began new to make the
most horrid ravages within the walls, yot this
desperate  people  still resolved to hold out.
Though obliged to live upon the most scanty and
unwholesome food; though a bushel of corn wus
sold for six hundred crowns; and the holes and
sewers were ransached for carcases, that hiad long
since grown patrid; yet they were not to he
moved. The tamine raged, at last, to such an ex-
cess, thata woman of distinction in the city boiled
her own child, and catit.  When this horrid aes
count came to the cars of Titus, he declared that

— Le
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he wotld bury so abominable 2 erime in the
ryins of their state.  In this resolution, he cut

_down all the woods within a considerable dis-
tance of the city, and causing more batterics
to bLe raised, at lenash battered down the wall,
and in five days entered the citadel by force.
Thus reduced to the very verge of #uin, the re-
maining Jews still deceived themselves with ab-
surd and delusive expectations, while many false
prophets imposed upon the multitude, declaring
they should soon have assistance from God. ‘Fhe
heat of the battle was now gathered round the
mmner wall of the temple, while the defendants
desperately combated from the top.  Titus was
anxious to save this beautiful structure; but a
soldicr casting a brand into some adjacent
buildings, the fire communicated to the temple ;
and, notwithstunding the utmost endeavours
on both sides, the whole edifice was quichly
consumed.  Thesight of the temple in ruins ef-
fectually damped the ardour of the Jews. They
began to perceive, that Heaven had forsaken
them, while their criesand lamentations re-echoed
from the adjacent mountains. The nrore resolute,
however, still endeavoured to defend the upper
and stronger part of the city, named Siont but
‘litus, with his hattering cngines, seon made
himself entire master of the place. John and
Simon were tuken from the vaults, where they
had conccaled themselves: the former was con-
demned to perpetual imprisonment; and the lat-
ter reserved to grace the conqueror’s triumph.
The greatest part of the populace were puttd
the sword ; and the city wasentirely rased by the
plough; so that, according to our Saviour’s pro-
phecy, not one stone reinained wpon another. -

: * Thus,

-
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Thus, after # siege of six months, Jerusalém was
totally destroyed, having flourished, under the
peculiar direction of Heaven, above two thou-
sund years. The numbers who.perished in the
siege, according to Joscphus, amounted to above
a ntillion of souls, and the captives to almost a
hundred thousand. The tempordl state of the
Jews ended  with their city; while the wretched
survivers were banished, sold, and dispersed into
all parts of the world, where they have ever
since remained, in their posterity, a monument
of. the divine wrath, and an evidence of the truth
of Revelation,

All ranks were zealous in bestowing duc ho-
nours on Titus, many of which he modestly de-
clined. But his return in triumph, in which he
accompanicd his father, was marked with all the
magnificence and joy that was in the power of
men to express.  Lvery thing estecomied valuable
or beautitul was collected to adorn this great so-
lemnity. Among the rich spoils were exposed
vast quantities of gold, taken out of the temple;
but the Book of the Holy Law was not the least
temarkable part in this grand exhibition. This
was the first time that ever Rome saw the father
and the son triumph together. A triumphal arch
was erected-upon this occasion, on which were des-
cribed all the victories of Titus over the Jews, and
which remainsalmost entire to this day. Vespasian
likewise built a temple to Pcace, in which were
deposited most.of the Jewish spoils; and having
now calmed all commotions in every part of the
empire, be shut up the temple of Janus*.

* The tempie of Janus was shut in peace,and open inwar.
Duringthe reign of Augustus it was twiceshut; a circum~
stance remarkable inthe history of a nation that was almost
incessantly at way iu one quarter of the globe oranother.

’ Having
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Having thus given sccurity an egmco to the
émpire, the cmperor now resolvel to correct
numberless abuses which had grown un under
the tyranny of his predecessors. To effect this
with more facility, he joined Titus with him in
the consulship and the tribunitial power; and, in
some measure, admitted hun a partner in all the
highest offices of the state.  Ie began with re~
straining the licentiousuess of the army, and
bringing them back to their pristine discipline.
He ordered a young officer to ll}o broke for lu-mw
perfumed, deciaving he had rather he had stunk
of garlic. Some military messengers desiring
money to buy shoes, he ordered them, for the
future, to perform their journies bharefoot. e
was not less strict with vegard to the senators and
the knights, He degraded such as were a dis-
grace to their station, and suppliéd their places
with the most worthy men he could find. e
abridged the processes that had been carvied tor
an unreascnable length in the courts of justice:
He took care to re-build suchl parts of the city as
had suffered in the late commotions; particularly
the Capitol, which he restored to more than fors
mer magnificence.  He likewise built a famous
amphnheatre, the ruins of which are, to thes day,
an evidence of its ancient grandeur. ‘The other
cities in the empire ulso shared his paternal cares
he improved such as were declining, a&rne&
others, and built many a-new. In such acts s
these, he’ passed a long reign of clemency n.nd
moderation, of justice and: oqulty
Julius Sabinus scemns to huve been the only pero
son who was trented With agaravated cruelty. This
person was commander of a small army in Gaul;
and hdd declared himself emperoruvon the dntal;
x
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of Vitellius3 buthis army being speedily routed,
he wus compelled to seck salety by flight.  For
some time he wandered through the Roman pre-
vinees, without being discovered ; but tinding the”™
pursuit every day closer, he wus obliged to hide
himself in a cave, in which he remained coneealed
for no less than nine years, attended all the time
by his faithful wife Eppomina, who provided pro-
visions for his support by day, and repaired to
him in the night. She was, at length, disco-
vered in the performance of this pious office;
and Sabinus was taken prisuner, and carried to
Rame.  Several inteveessions were made to the
emperor in his behalt's Epponina heyself appear-
ing with her two children, and mnploring ber
husband’s pardon.  However, neither her tears
nor entreatics could prevail ; and the wretched
Sabinus being sentenced to death, suffered under
the common executioner ;—an action, which,
taken in all its circumstances, would tarnish more
virtues than Vespasian ever possessed.

It muast, howevet, Le remarked, that this is a
solitary and unaccountable instance of rancorous
resentment in Vespasiun, ke caused tho daugh-
ter of Vitellius, his avowed enemy, to be married
into @ noble fumily; himself providing her &
suitable fortune. Oue of Nero's servauts coming
to intrcat pardon for having once rudely thrust
himn dut of the paluce, and insulting him whea in
oftice, Vespusian only took his resenge by serving
him just in the same manner.  When uny plots or
cunspiracies were formed against Lim, he dis-
duined to punish the guilty; saying, ** that they
deserved rather his contempt for their ignorance,
than his resentment, as they seemed to envy him
a dignity, of which he daily experienced the un-

’ o eusiness.”
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easiness.” When he was scriously advised to be-
ware of Mectius Pomposianus, agiunst whom there
was strong cause of suspicion, he raised him to
the dignity of* consul; adding, that the time
would come when he must be sensble of so
great a benefit.

His hberality in the encouragement of arts and
learning was not less than bis clemeney.  He
settled a constant salary ot a hundred thousand
sesterces upon the teachers of rhetorie. e wus
particularly kind to Joscphus, the: Jewish histo-
nan: Quintilian the orator, and Pliny the na-
turalist, floyrished in his reign, and were highly
estecmed by him; and, in short, the protessors of
every uscful art or scicnce were sure to experience
his bounty

Yet all his acts of gencrosity and munifi-
eence cannot preserve his «character from the
imputation of rapacity and avarice. He re-
vived many obsolete methods of taxation; and
even bought and sold commodities himself, in
order to increasc his fortune.  He descended to
sume very unusual and dishenourable imposts,
particularly in laying a tax upon urine. When
«his son Titus remonstratcd against the meanness
of such a tax, Vespasian taking a picce ot foney,
demanded if the smcll offended fiim ; adding,
this very money was produced by urine, The
treasury, when ¥ espasian came to the throne, was
so much exhausted, that he informed the senaw:
at would require a supply of three hundred mil-
lions of our money, to ge-establish the common-
wealth,  This nceessity would naturally prodaee
morc nnmcrous and heavy taxations than tha
empire had hitherto experienced : Lut while he
collected money from hi- subjects by various ex-

x2 pedients,
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pedients, he neither expended it in private gratie
ficutions, nor in enriclung his tamily,

< In the fuurth year of his reign, Antiochus,
king of Comagena, holding a private correspond-
once with the Parthians the declared enemies of
Kome, was takep prisoner in Cilicia, by Petus,
the governor, and sent bound to Rome; but
Veepusiun generously  allowed him a revenue
suitable to hus digmity, and fixed his residence at
Lacediemon. .
Abeut the same time, the Alani, a

A;_P- barbarous people, on the 'Tanais, abandon-

“”ing their barren wilds, invaded the king-
dom ef Media; and thence passing like a tor-
rent into Atmenia, after great ravages they
overthrew 'liriddtes, the king of that country,
-with prodigious slanghter. ‘Titus was at length
sent to chastise their insolence, and relieve a
king who was in alliance with Rome; but the
burbarians retived at the approach of the Roman
army, loaded" with plunder.

The care aad attentjon of Vespasian pervaded
the remotest proyjnees of the empire, and their
inhabitants telt his tenderness or his power.  He
hud, during s whole reign, a paiticular regard
to DBrttain; his generals, Petilius Cerealis and
Julius Froatiftus, brought the greatest part of the
island into subjection: and Agricola, who suc-
«cceded soon after, completed what they had
begun. ¥

Such long and uninterrupted success had not,
however, the smalleet gfiect in rendering him
vain.  1le ever seemed aversedrom those swelling
titles which the senate and peeple were constantly
offering him.  When the king of Parthia, in one
of his letters, sgyled himself hing of kings, Ves-

pasian
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pasian, in his answer, only called himself simply
Flavius Vespasian.  He was so far from attempt-
. ing to hide the meanness of his original, that he
frequently mentroned it in company; and whey
some flatterers were for deriving his pedigree
from Hercules, he despised and derided the.
mcanuess of their adulation. In this manner,
having.reigned ten years, beloved by his subjects,
and deserving their affection, he was surprised
with an indisposition at Campania, which from
the beginning he declared would be fatal ; ery-
ing out, in the spirit of paganism, ¢ Methinks I
* am going. to be a god”. Removing thence to
the city, and afterwards to a country-house near
Reate, the seat of his fathers, he was there taken
with a flux, which brought hini to the last extre-
mity. Percewing his cud approuaching, and that
he was just gomg to expire, he eried out, * that
an emperor ought to die standing;” and, there-
fore, raiting himself upon his feet, he eapired in
the arms of his supporters, )

His character has thus been summed up
by Phuy: * He was a man,in whom power
“ made no alteration, except in giving him
¢ the opportunity of doing good equil to his
“ will,” ‘ »

No sooner had Vespasian, submitted
to the mortal condition, than his son Titus “xg;
was joyfully received as emperor, and be-
gan to reign with the practice of every vir-
tue. During the life of his father there, had
been imputations against him of cruelty, lust,
and prodigulity; but upon his exaltation to
the throne, he shook off every vice, and be-
came an example of the greatest moderation
and humanity, His first step towards gaining

x3 the
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the affections of his subjects, was by moderating
his passions, und bridling his appetites.  He had
long loved Berenice, sister to Agrippd, king of
JJudiea, a’woman of the greatest beauty, and’the
most relined allurements; but knowing that the
conpcection with her was entirely disagreeable to
the people of Rome, he guined a victory over his
aflections, and sent her away, notwithstanding
their mutudl passiou, and all her arts.  1le next
dismissed those who had been tiie ministers of
his pleasures, and forbore to countenance the
companiolis of Lis louser recrcations, though he
had formerly taken great pains in the selection,
This prudent conduct, added to Lis justice and
generosity, procured him the love of all good
men, and the appellation of the Delight of
Mankind ; which all bhis actions scemed to
sleserve.

As he came $o the throne with all the advan-
tages of his father’s populanty, he resolved to
use every meghod to increase it, Ile therefore
took particular cure to punish all informers,
false wHnesses, and promoters of dissension.
‘Those wretches, who had their rise in the licen-
tiousness and impunity of former reigns, were
now sv numeroly.that their crimes called loudly
for punishment. Of these, therefore, he daily
made public examples: condemning them to be
scourged in the most public strects; next to be
dragged through the theatre; then to be con-
veygd into the uninhabited parts of the empire,
or sold as slaves. To gratify the citizens, he ex-
hjbited many sumptuous and magnificent shows ;
and esen indulged them so far as to permit them
to dictate the manner in which they should choose
to be entertained. His courtesy and promptitude

) to
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%o dorgood have been celebrated even by Christian
writers; his principal rule being never to send
any petitioner dissatisfied away. One night, at
table, recollecting that he had donce nothing benes
ficial to mankind during the day, he exclaimed,
¢ O my friends, L have lost a day.” A reflection
which too many may daily have reason to make;
but which seems to have been a rare occurrence
with this amiable prince.

He was so tender of the lives of his subjeets,
that he took upon him the office of Ponufex
Maximus, or high-priest, in order to keep his
hunds undefiled with blood. e so little re-
garded such as censured or abused him, that he
was heard to say, *“ When I do nothing worthy
¢ of censure, why should 1 be displeased at it?”
Iie was even heard to affirm, that he had rather
dic himself than put another to death. Learning
that two noblemen had conspired against him,
he readily forgave them; and the next day plac-
ing them near himself in the theatre, he put the
swords with which the gladiators fought into
their hands, demanding their judgment and ap-
probation, whether they were of suflicient short-

sqess.  With equal indulgence, he pardqned his
brother Domitian, who had actually prepared all
things for an open rebellion.:

In this reign an irruption of Mount Vesuviys
did considcrable damage; overwhelming many
towns, and throwing its ashes into countries more
thun a hundred miles distant. Upon this me-
morablc occasion, Pliny, the naturalist, lost.his
life; for being impelled by too eager a curiosity
to obsorve the irruption, he was suffocated by the
<fluvia. There happened also about this time
4 firc at Rome, which continued three days and

nights
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nights without intermission; and this was fol-
lowed by a plague, in which ten thousand men
were buried in a day. The emperor, however,
did all that lay in his power to’repair the da-
mages sustained by the public; and, with respect
to the city, declared that he would take the
whole loss of that upon himself.

These disasters were in some measure compens
sated by the successes in Britain, under Agricola,
This excellent general having been sent into that
country towards the Jatter end of Vespasian’s
reign, shewed himself equally expert in quelling
the refractory, and civibising those who had for-
merly submitted to the Ruman power.  The
Ordovices, or inhabitants of North Wales, were
first subdued. lle then made a descent npon
Mona, or the ibland of Anglesey, which surren-
dered at diseretion.  Having thus rendered him-
self master of the whole country, he took every
nicthod to restore discipline to his ownurmy, and
to introduce politeness among those whom he
had conguered.  Ile exhorted them, both by
advice and example, to build temples, theatres,
and stately houses. e caused the sons of their
nobility to be instructed in the liberal arts;.
he h:u'} them taught the Latin language, and
induced them to imitate the Roman modes of
dress and living.  Thus, by degrees, this bar-
barous people began to assume the luxurious
manners of their conquerors. For these suc-
cesses in Britain, Titus was saluted emperor
the fificenth time; but he did not long sur-
vive this honour, being seized by a violent
fever, at a little distance from Rome, Per- -
eciving his deuth approach, he declared, that,

during
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during the whole course of his life, he knew but
one action of which he repented; and that action
ke did not think proper to name, lle
expired shortiy after; not withoutsuspi- “H'l D.
cion of treachery from his brother Dom- ¢ ¢
tian, who had Iong wished to govern. g3,
iis death happened m the forty-tirst vear
wof hiswage, and the third year of his reign; and
as he lived universally beloved, the tears and la-
mentations of his people followed his obsequies,
and history is proud to record his name among
the most meritorivus of princes.

‘The love which all ranks of people bore to
Titus, facilitated the election of his brother Do-
anitian, notwithstanding the unfavourable idea
many had conceived of him. 1lis ambition was
already but toa well known, and his pride soon
appeared upon his coming to the throne; having
been heard to declare, that he had given the em-
pve to his father and brother, and now received
Jt again as his due.

The beginuing of his reign, however, was uni-
versally acceptable to the people, as he appeared
equally remarkable for his clemency, liberality,
and justice. He carried his abhorrence of sruchy
so far, as at one time to forbid the sacrificing
of oxen, llis liberality was such, that he
would not accept of the legacics that were left
Bim by such as had children of their own; and
his justice induced him to sit whole days, and re-
verse thepartial sentences of the ordinary judges,

But the mask of dissimulation soon dropped off,
and he appeared in all his natural deformity.
Instead of cultivating literature, as his father and
brother had done, he neglected all kinds of
study, addicting himsclf wholly to meaner pur-

Suits..
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suits, particularly archery and gaming, in both
which he excelled. e instituted three sorts of
contest to be observed every five years:—in mu-
sic, horsemanship, and wrestling: but at the
same time Le banished all philosophers and ma-
thematicians from Rome.  No emperor before
him entertained the people with such various and
expensive shows.  During these diversidns he
distributed great rewards, sitting as president
himself, adorned with a purple robe and crown,
with the priests of Jupiter, and the college of
Flavian priests, about him. s ignoble pursuits
in solitude was a just contrast to his exhibitions . £
public ostentation. He usually spent his houis
of retirement in catching thes, and sticking them
through with a bodkin; so that one of his ser-
vants being ashed it the emperor were alone, an-
swered that he had not so much as a fly to bear
him company.

His vices scemed every day to increase with the
duration of his reign; and as he thus became
morc odious to his people, all their murmurs
only served to add sticngth to his suspicions, and
malice to his cruelty.  1hs ungrateful treatment
of Agricola was one of the first indications of hig
nataral malevolence.  Domitian was always par-
ticularly fond of obtaining a military reputation,
and therefore jealous of it in others,  He had
marched some time before into Gaul, upon a pre-
tended expedition against the Catti, a people of
Germany ; and, without ever seeing the cnemy,
resolved to have the honour of a triumph upon
bis return to Rome. Tor that purpose he pur-
chased a number of slaves, whom he dressed in
German habits, and at the head of this miserable
progession, entered the city, amidst the appareng

accla-
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acclamations, Lut concealed contempt, of his sub-
jects. The successes, therefore, of Agricola in
Britain, affected him with extreme envy.  This
admirable gencral, pursuing the advantages
which he had alrecady obtained, subdued the
Caledonians; overcame Calgacus, the British
chief, at the head of thirty thousand men;
and afterwards sending out a fle to scour the
coust, discovered and subdued the Ox'neys; and
thus reduced the whole to a civilised provinee
of the Roman empire. When the account of
these successes was brought to Domitian, he re-
ceived it with seeming pleasuie, but real chagrin.
He ordered him, theretore, external marks of
approbation; and took ‘care that trivmphant or-
naments, statucs, and other honours, should be
decreed him: but, at the same time, he removed
him from his command, under a pretence of ap-
pointing him to the government of Syria.  Agri-
cola surrendered up his province to Sallustius
Lucullus, but soon found that Syria was other-
wise disposed of.  Upon his return to Rome,
which was privately aud by night, he was coldly
received by the emperor; and died some time
after in retirement, not without suspicion of vio~
Fence by the emperor’s direction. )

Domitian, however, soon found the want of
so experienced a commander, in the many irrup-
tions of the barbarous nations that surrounded the
empire. The Sarmatians in Europe, joined with
those of Asia, made a formidable invasion;
while the Dacians, under the conduct of Dece-
balus their kinz, overthrew the Romans in seve-
ral engagement:. The contests now were not
for the limits of the empire, and the banks of the-
Danube; but the provinges themselves were in-

dangss.
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danger. One loss followed another; and every
season became memorable for some remarkable
overthrow. At lact, the barbarians were re-
pelled, partly by force, and partly by the as-
sistance of money; which only enubled them to
make future invasions with great advantage.
But though little honour was gained by the re-
pulse of the eremy, Dominan resolved not to
lose the pageant of a triumph. Ie returhed in
great splendour to Rome; and, not contented
with thus triumphing twice without a victory,
he assumed the surname of Germanicus, for a
conquest over a people with whom he had never
contended.

In proportion as ridicule was justly provoked
to aim its darts against him, his pride scemed
every day to demand greater homage. lle per-
mitted no statues to be erected to his honour,
unless of gold and silver, and was satisfied with
nb less vencration thun was paid 1o the gods
themselves, whose titles he also assumed. His
cruelty was not inferior to his ignorance; he
caused numbeis of the most illustrious senators,
and others, to be put to death, upon the most
trifling pretences. One Allius Lamia was con-
demngd and exccuted only for jesting, though
there was ncither novelty nor poignancy in his
humeur, Cocceianus was murderod - only for
celebrating the nativity of Otho.  Pomposianus
shared the same fate, because it wasforetold by an
astrologer that he should be emperor.  Sallus-
tius. Lucullus, his licutenant in Britain, was
destroyed only for having given his name toa
new sort of lances of his own invention; and
Junius Rusticus died for publishing a book, in
which he. commcuded Thrasea and Prisct::,-

’ who'
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who had opposed Vespasian’s elevation to the
purple.

Such cruelties as these, which seem almost
without 4 motive, deservedly produced resist-
ance. Lucius Antonius, governor of AD.
Upper Germany, knowing how much “°"
the cmperor was detested at home, re- =
solved upon contending for the throne ; and, ac-
cordingly, assumed the ensigns of imperial dig-
nity. As he was at the head of a foridable ,
army, his success remained a long time doubt-
ful; but a sudden overflowing of the Rhine di-
viding his army at that juncture, he was attack-
ed by the emperor’s general, and totally routed.
Domuitian’s severity was greatly increased by
this short-lived success. In order to discover
the accomplices of the adverse party, he in-
vented new tortures ; sometimes cutting offt
the hands, at other times thrusting fire intg
the privitics of the suspected: and that he
might still further aggravate his guilt by hy-
pocrisy, he never pronounced sentence without
a preamble full of gentleness and mercy. The
night before he crucificd the comptroller of his
houschold, he treated him with the most fRatter-
ing marks of friendship, and ordered Lim n
dmmh of meat from his own table. 1lle carried
Aretinus Clemens with him in his own litter the
day he had resolved upon his death. Tothe
senate and nobility he was particularly hostile,
frequently threatening to extirpate them all. At
one time he surrounded the senate-house with
his troops, to the great consternation of the’
senators. At another, he amused. himself with'
their terrors in a different manger. Ilaving in-

kvited them to a public entertainment, he res
r . - ceived
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ceived them all very formally at the entrance of
his palace, and conducted them into a specious
hall, hung round with black, and illuminated
by a few melaacholy lumps, that ditfused light
only sufficient to shew the horrors of the place.
All around were to be seen nothing but coffins,
with the names of each of the senators written upon
them, together with other objects of terror, und
instruments of -execution. While the company
beheld all these preparations with silent agony,
several men, having their bodies blackened, cach
with a drawn sword in one hand, and a flaming
torch in the other, entered the hall, and danced
round them. Ilaving enjoyed this scene for
some time, and sufficiently sported with the
fears and fechings of his guests, the doors were set
open, and one of the servants came to inform
them, that the emperor gave all the company
lgave to withdraw.

To render these capricious” cruelties more
odious, lust and avarice were superadded,  Fre-
quently, after presiding at an execution, he
would retire with the lewdest prostitutes. Iis
extortion, the conscquence of his prodigality,
had no bounds. e seized the estates of all
against whom he could find the smallest pre-
tence; the most trifling action, or word, against
the majesty of the prince, was suflicient to ruin
the possessor. In particular e exacted large
sums from the rich jews, who cven then be-
gan to practise the arts of money getting, for
which they are still so remarkable. Against
them, he.was incited not only by avarice, but
by jealousy. A prophecy * had been long cur-

* Thisprophecy without doubt referred to the Messian, |
‘who was generally expected to make his appearanoe in the
height of tewporal power,
rent
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rent in the east, that a person from the line of
David should rule the world ; to evade which,
this monster commanded all the Jews of the
lincage of David, to be diligeutly sought out,
and put to death,  “T'wo Christiuns, grandsons of
St. Jude, the apostle of that hne, were brought
before him ; but finding them poor, and no way
ambitjous of temporal power, he dismissed them,
as objects too mean for his jealousy. lHowever,
his persceutions of the Christians was more severa,,
than that of any of his predecessors. By = 7
Ius letters and edicts they were banished ‘:'D

in several parts of the empire, and putto *
death with all the tortures of ingenious cruelty,
The predictions of the Chaldeans and- astrologers
also, concerning his death, gave him violent ap-
prehensions, and kept him i the most torment-
g disquictude.  His jealousies increasing with
wsense of his demerits, he ordered the gallery
in which he walked, to be set round with a pels
lucid stone, which served as a mirror to reflect
the persons of all such as appreached him from
behind,  Faery omen and prodigy gave him
fresh anxiety ; and in proportion as he hecame
Jfearful, he became more cruel.  Even Nero is
degraded by a comparicon with this wretch.
The former exercised his cruelties without being
a speetator: but a principal part of the Roman
miseries during this 1eign, was to sce and be
seen ' to behold the stern air and fiery visage
of the tyrant, directing the tortures, -and sali-
ciously pleased with addiig puignancy o évery

agony. )

Jut aperiod was soon to be put to his unblush-
ing enormitics, Rome had now, by horrid ex-
Y perience,
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perience, dcarned the art of ridding herself of her
tyrants. Among the number of those whom
he at once caresse:d and suspected, was his wite
Pomitia, whom he had taken from Elius Lumia,
her former husband.  'This woman, however,
was become obnoxious to him, for having plaeed
der affections upon one Pans, a plaver; and he
resolved to dispatch her with several othersiwhom
he either hated or suspected. It wasthe tyrant’s
~method to put down the names of all such as he
intended t destroy in his tablets, which he car-
ried about him, with great circumspection.  Do-
mitia, fortunately hapjeaned to get a sight of
them, was struck at finding her own name in
the devoted catalogue. She shewed the fatdl
list to Norbanus and Pretonius, prefects of the
pratorian bands ; to Stephanus, the comptroller
of the houschold ; and to Parthenius, the chief
chamberlain.  These finding themselves pro-
scribed, after many consultations, determined to
dispatch the tyrang, and fixing'upon the cighteenth
day of September for the completion of their
.great attempt.  Domitian, whose death was
every duy foretold by the astrologers, was, it
scems, in some measure apprehensive of that.
particalar day ; and as he had been ever timo-
rous, so was he now more particularly upon his
guard. 1le had for some time before cecluded
himself in the most secret recesses of his palace,
and at midnight was so affrighted as to leap out
of his bed, inquiring of his attendants what hour
of the night it was.  Upon their falsely nssuring
him that itwas an hour later than ;"iat which he
wis taught to apprehend, quite transported, as
if all danger werce past, he prepared to go to the
bath,
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bath. Just then, Petronius, his chamberlun,
came to inform him, that Stephanus, the comp-
troller of the houschold, desired to speak to him
upon an affair of the utmost importance. The
emperor having given orders that his attendants
should retire, Stephanus entered with his hand
in a scarf, which he had worn thus for some
days, the better to conceal a dagger, as none
were permitted to approach the emperor with
arms.  lle began by giving information of a
pretended conspiracy, and exhibited a paper, in
which the particulars were specified.  Wh'le
Donitian was reading the contents, with an
eager curiosity, Stephanus drew his dagger, and
struck him in the groin,  ‘The wound not being
mortal, Domitian caught hold of the assassin,
and threw him upon the ground, calling out for
assistance. e demanded also his sword, which
was usually placed under his pillow ;5 but a boy
who attended in the apartiment, running to fetch
it, found only the scabbard. Domitian, how-
ever, unarmed as he was, would have been an
overmatch for Stephanus, had not his , p.
freedman, a gladiator, and two subal- g6
, terns rushed in, and dispatched the cm- v.C.
peror with seven wounds.  Stephanus 846,
himself was also slain on the spot by some
officers of the guard.who came to their master’s
rescue.

Prodigies at this period were so common, and
ignorance gave such scope to imposture, that it
is almost unworthy of history to record them.
Yet the following circumstance is too cuiipus to
be omitted. It is related, that Apollonius
Tyaneus, a philosoper, who was lecturing in a

Y3 public
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¥;|blic garden at Ephcsus, at the very momemt
omitian was slain, stopping his harangue, ex-
claimed, *“.Courage, Sjephanus, strike the ty-
* rant!” And then, after a pause —* Rejoice,
*“ my friends, the tyrant dies this day: --this day
¢ do ['say! the very moment in which I kep:
#¢ silence lic suffered foy his crimes---he dies!”
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The Reigns of Nerva, Trajan, and Adrian,

T C sooner was the death of Domitian pub-
A1 N licly announced, than the senate assembled
in an cestasy of joy, which such a deliveran-:e
well merited ; and having passed a decree that
all his inseriptions should be erased, s .name
struck out of the registers of fame, and his fune-
1ul omitted, they immediutely, with one voice,
declared  Coccetus Nerva, emperor, lest the
army should have time or inclination to inter-
tere in the election.

Nerva was of an illustrious family, though
not originally Roman, and above sixty-five years -
old when he was called to the throne. He Was,
ut that time, the most remarkable man in Rome
for his virtues, moderation, and respect to the
laws ; and he owed his exaltation salcly,;@; 'h’e

» blameless conduct of his former life. Whe {he-
senate went to pay him their submissions,_h;e
received them with his accustomed humi
while Arius Antonius; his most intimate friépd,
having embraced him with great familiarity, ad-
dressed him in a language very diflferent ffom
that which the former emperors were accustomed
to hear. *l come,” said he, * with others, to
¢ congratylate; not your good fortune, butthat
4¢ of the K¥man empire. You have long escaped
¢ the malice of your enemies, and the crueity of
# tyrants, Now, at the decline of life, to be

[{3 plung_cd_
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¢ plunged into new troubles, and surrounding
“ dangers, to be exposed, not only to the }mmﬁ
*“ of enemies, but to the dangerous requests of
“ friendship, is not a state to <he wished for:
‘“ your cnemies will naturally envy ; and your
¢ friends, presuming upon your former favour,
¢ if their suits be denied, will become encinies 5
¢ 50 that you must cither injure the public, or
% lose their favow.”  Such cuandid advice was
reecived with proper gratitude ; and, indeed. no
empceror scemed to want such advice more than
he; as the eusy indulgence of his disposition
madc him the proy of hisinsidious coubtiers.
CUpon coming to the throne, he solemnly swore
that no senator of Rome should Le put to death
by his command, during his rveign, trom any
cause whatever.  This oath he so rehgiously
observed, that when two senators had conspired
his death, he sent for them, and carried them
with him to the public theatre : there presenting
cach a dagger, he desired them to strike, as he
was determined not to ward off the blow.  Such
acts of clemency appeared to the multitude as
virtues ; but others saw them in a diffevent light,
and éonsidered them as encomagements to vice,,
One of the principal men in Rome was heard to
declare, that it was indeed a misfortune to live
under a prince who considered innocence as a
crime; but a greater still, to live under one who
regarded crimes as innocence. llaving one
night invited Vcicnto, one of Domitian’s most
vicious favourites, to supper, the conversation
turned upon the vices of Catullus Messalinus,
whose memory was detested for his crueltics,
during the former reign. As each of the guests
meationed him with horror, Nexva was induc«:g
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te ask one Mauricus, who sat at table, ¢ What
“ do you think, Mauricus, would hecome of
 such & man now »’—#¢ [ think, * rephet Mau-
ricus, poimting’to Veiento, ¢ that he wordd have
¢ been invited, as some of us are, to supper.”

However just such sarcasms might have been,
Nerva bore them with the utmost govd-humour,
as he was ever more desirous of Leing loved thyn
feared by his subjects.  His liberality was so ¢x-
teusive, that upon his first promotion to the em-
pire, he was constrained to sell his gold anl
silver plate, with his other rich moveables.  1le
released the cities of the empire from many se-
vere duties, which had been imposed by his pre-
decessors, and restored the property of those
who had been unjustly dispgssessed.

-During his short reign, he made several good
daws and regulations; and in every respect be-
haved like an indulgent father to his pe-ple,
He permitted no statues to be erected to his Ho-
nour, and converted such of Domitian’s as had
been spared by the ~enate into meney. e sold
many rich robes, and much ot the splendid fur-
mture of the palace, and reteenchied several un-
geasonable expences at coyrt. At the same time,
he had so little regard for money, that whén one
of his subjects found a large treasure, and sub-
mitted the disposal of it to the emperor, he re-
ceived for amswer that he might wse it : but the
finder still informing the emperor that it wis a
fortune too large for a private person. Nerva,
adnuring his honesty, wrote him word, that then
he might abuse it. °

Such gencrosity and mildness, however, did
not escape enmity.  Calphurnius Crassus, wi
some others, formed a dungervus couspiracy to

destroy
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destroy him ; but Nerva would use no severity ;
he was satistied with banishing those who were
culpable, though the senate were for inflictiag
more rigorous punishments.  Bui the most dan-
gerous insurrection against bis interests was from
the praetorian bands, who, headed by Casperius
-Olianus, insisted upon revenging the late empe-
ror’s death, whose memory was still dear to
them, from lus frequent liberalities.  Nerva,
whose kindness to good men rendered him more
obnoxious to the vicious, did all in his power to
stop the progress of this insurrection; he pre-
scnted himself to the mutinous soldiers, and,
opefiing his  bosom, desired them to strike
there, rather than be guilty of so much iu-
justice. The soldiers paid no regard to his re-
monstrances, but seizing Petronius and Porthe-
nius, slew them in the most ignominious man-
ner.  Not content with this outrage, they
even gompelled the emperor to approve their
sedition, and to make a speech to the people,
in which he thenked the cohorts for their tide-
lity.

‘This harsh constraint upon the emperor’s in-
clinations, was, in the event, attended with the
most happy cffects, as it caused the adoption of
Trajan to succeed him.  Nerva, perceiving that
in the present turbulent disposition of the times
he stood in need of an assistant in the empire,
who might share the fatigues of government,
and contribute to keep the licentious in awe,
with a gencrous concern for the public welfare,
fixed upon Ulpius Trajan, an utter stranger to
his fanuly, and who was then governorin Upper
Germany, as his colleague and successor.

The adoption of this admirable muun proved so

great
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gréat a curb to the licentiousness of the soldiery,
that they continued in perfect obedience during
the rest of his reign. i

"This was thes last public act of Nerva. In
about three months after, he was scized with a
fever,of which he died, after a short reign of one
year, four months, and nine days; highly es-
teemed for his generosity and moderation, and
deservedly endeared to the good of every rank.
Indeed, had he possessed no other merit, his
adoption of such a man as Trajan would entitle
him to respect.

Trajan’s family was originally from , p
Italy, though he was born at Seville in  “gg,
Spain.  Ile very carly accompanied his
father, who was a general of the Romans, U-C-
in his expeditions along the Kuphrates 8oL
and the Rhine, and, while yet very young, ac-
quired a considerable reputation for military
talents.  He inured his body to fatigue; ho
made long marches on foot; and laboured to
acquire all that skill in war which was necessary
for & commander. When he was made general
of the army in Lower Germany, one of the
most considerable employments in the empire, it
caused no alteration in his manners or way of
living, nor did he diffet from the private tribune,
except in his superior wisdom and virtues, The
great qualities of his mind were set off by all the
advantages of person; and he was now in that
middle time of life which is happily tempered
with the warmth of youth, and the caution of
age. To these endowments was added a mo-
desty that seemed peculiar to himself; so that
mankind found apleasure in praising those ac-
eomplishments of which the possessor scemed

Be
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no way conscious. Upon the whole, Trajan is dis-
tinguished as the greatest and the best emperor
which Rome ever saw. Otlers might have.
equalled him in war, and some might have been
his rivals in clemency and goodness; but he
scems the only prince who united these talents
i the greatest perfection, and who equally
engages our admiration, and our regard.

Being informed of the death of Nerva, he
prepared to return to Rome, vlather he was in-
vitea by the united entreaties o1 the state.  His
march swas conducted witha digcrpline that had, -
fora long time Lecn unknown in the armies of the
empirc. The ccuntries through which he passed,
were peither ravased nor taxed, and he entered
the city, not i triumph, though he had deserved
many, buton foot, attended with she civil offi-
eers of the state, and folowed by his soldiers,
who ‘marched silently forward, with modesty and
respect. . .

One of the first lectures he received, in regard
to his conductas emperor, was {from Plutarch,
the philosopher, who had the honour of being
his master. ¢ Since,*” observed this eminent -
writer, ¢ your merits, and mnot your impor-
¢ tunitics, have advanced you to the cinpire,
“ permit me to congratulate your virtues, and
“ my own good fortune. It your future go-
¢ vernment prove answerable to your former
¢ worth, I shall_be happy; but if you become
¢ worse for power, yours will be the danger, and
“ mine the ignominy of your conduet. The

* This epistle has by some been reckoned spurious, .

buit 1t richly deserves a place in this history from its n-

Winsic menite ¢, )
R et . . ‘leuor‘



‘¢ errors of the pupil will be charged upon his
‘¢ instructor,—Seneca is reproached for the enor-
¢ mities of Nero; and Socrates and Quintilian
have not escaped censure for the misconduct
of their respective scholars. But you have it
in your power to make me the most henoured
of men, by continuing what you arc.  Conti-
vue the command of your passions; and
malke virtue the scope of all your actions. If
you follow these instructions, then shall I glo-
ry in my having presumed to give them ; if you
neglect what I offer, then will thisletter be my
¢ testimony that you have not crred through the
 counsel and authority of Plutarch.”

The most rapid review of Trajan’s actions
would carry us beyond our limits, | Suflice it
therefore to say, that his application to business,
Ins moderation to his enemies, his modesty in
exaltation, bis liberality to the deserving, and
his frugality in his own expences, have all been
the subject of pancg,ric among his contempora-
ries; and they coutinue to be the admiration of
posterity.

Upun giving the prefect of the prutorian
bands, the sword, according to custom, hemade
«ause of this remarhable expression: ¢ ‘Tuke this
“sword. and use it ;—if 1 have merit, {9r me;
““if otheiwise, agamst me.””  After which, be
added, * that he who made laws was the first
who was bound to preservc them.”

If he had any falings, they were, his love of
wonien, y@nd lis immoderate passion for war.
The first War he was engaped in, atter his coming
to the throne, was with the Dactans, who, o
during the reign of Domit.an, had commit- 192,
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ted numberless ravages upon the provinces of
the-empivre. He therefore raised a powerful ar-
my, and with great expedition marched into
those barbarous countries, where he was vigo-
rously opposed, for a long time, by Decebalus,

- the Dacian king. At length, this monarch,
being constrained to come to a general battle,
and no longer able to protract the war, was
routed with great slaughter; though not without
much loss to the conqueror. The Roman sol-
dicrs, upon this occasion, wanting linen to bind
up their wounds, the emperor tore his own robe
to supply them. ‘This victory compelled the
enciny to suc for peace, which they obtained
upon very disadvantageous terms: the king him-
self entering the Roman camp, paid his homuge
as a vassal of Rome,

Upon Trajan’s return, after the triumphs and
rcjoRings, usual upon such occasions, were
ovet, he was surprised with an account, that the
Dacians had renewed  hostilities.  Decebalus
their king was, therefore, a sccond time, ad-
julged an encmy to the Roman state, and
I'rajan invaded his dominions with an army
equal to that with which he lrad before subdued
him.  But Decebalus, now grown more ‘cautious
by his former defeat, used every art to protract
the war. lle also put various stratagems in
practice to distress the enemy; and, at oue tume,
the emperor was in great personal danger. De-
cebalus also took Longinus, one of the Ro-
aan generals, prisoner, and threatened to kill
l‘-i'E’ in case Trajan refused to grant him terms
of peuce. But the emperor replied, * that peace
and war had not their dependence upon the

ity of one gabject only:” and Longinus some

r tie after y & voluntary deaths ‘lhe fatc;
AP [
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of this gencral secmed to give new vigour to
Trajun’s operations. In order to be better cn~
abled to invade the encmies territories at plea-
sure, he undertovk a most stupendous  work,
which was noless then building a bridge across
the Danabe. This amazing structure consisted
of more than twenty-two aiches, & hundred and
fifty-fect high, and a hundred ani scventy
broad; and its present ruins shew modern ar-
chitects how far they were surpassed by the
ancients, both in the greatness and the boldness
of their designs.  Upon finisLing this work, Tra-
jan continued the war with great vigour, sharing
with the meanest of his soldiers the fatigues of
the campaign, and animating them to their duty
by his own example. By these means, notwith~
stunding the country was spacious and unculti-
vated, and the inhabitants brave and hardy, he
finally subdued the whole, and annexed Dacia
to the Roman cmpire. Decebalus made,
some attempts to escape, but being sur-jgs,
rounded on every side, he at last slew him-
self, and his head was sent immediately to
Rome, as a trophy of success. These conquests
seemed to advance the empire to greater splen~
dour and fame than it had hitheito actjuiced.
Ambassadors came from the interior parts of In-
dia, to congratulate Trajan’s success, and solis
cit his fricndship. At his return to Rome, he
entered the city in triumph; and the rejoicings
for his victories lasted for the space of a hundred
and twenty duys, ‘

Peace being now firmly established, Ttajan
turned his attedtion to internal affairs. He
adorned the city with public buildings; he freed
it from such men us lived by theigvices; he en-

22" tertaingd
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‘tertained persons of merit with the utmost fa-
‘miliarity; while he so little feared his enemies,
that he could scarcely be induced to suppose he
had any. Being one day told, that his friend
and favourite, Surd, was f(alse to him; Trajan,
to shew how much he relied upon his fidelity,
went, in his ordinary manner, to sup with hin,
There he commanded Sura’s surgeon to be
brought, whom he ordered 10 take off the hair
about his eye-brows. Ile then made the barber
shave his beard, and then.went unconcerned
into the bath as usual. The next day, when
Sura’s accusers were renewing their obloguy,
Trajan informing them how he had spent the night,
¢ If,” cried he, ¢ Sura had any designs against

“ my life, he then had the fairest opportunty.”
It had been happy for this great prince’s me-
mory, if he had shewn equal clemency to all
his subjects; but about the ninth year of his
reign, he was persunded to look upon the
Chnistians with a jealous eye.  The extreme
veneration which he professed for the  religion
of the cmpire, set him sedul -usly to oppose
every innovation, and the progress of Christia-
nity seems to have alarmed him. A law hadg
some time before, been promulgated, in which
all Hetwri, orsocictios dissenting from the esta-
blished religion, were declared illegal.  Under the
sanction of this law, the Christians were persecuted
in all parts of the empire. Great numbers of
them were put to death, as well by popular tu-
mults as by edicts and  judicial proceedings.  In
this persecution, St. Clemens, bishop of Rome,
was condemned to be thrown into the seu, with
an onchor about his neck; St. Simeon, bishop
of Jerusalem; at the age of a hundred und
' twenty
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twenty was scourged and crucified; and St
Ianatius, who had a particular dispute with
Trajan, at Antioch, was condemned to be
thrown to wild beasts, m the amphitheatre at
Rome. However, the persecution ceused after
some time: for the emperor having advice from
Pliny, the pro-consul in Bithynia, of the in-
nocence and simplicity of the Christians, and of
their moflfemsive and moral way of living; be
gave orders that they should not be sought after:
but it any oftered themselves, or refused to sa -
critice to the gods, that they should, in cither
case, suffer.

The Arminians and Partbians baving thrown
off all submission to Roume, Trajan was con-
strained to turn his arms against them, and to
head the forces in person.  While he was thus
employed, there wis a dreadful insurrection of
the Jews in all parts of the empire. This wretch-
ed people, still infatuated, and ever expecting
some signal deliverer, took the advantage of
Trajan’s absence in the East, to massacre all the
Greeks and Romans whom they got into their
power, without reluctance or mercy. This re-
bellion first began in Cyrene, a Roman province
in Africa; thence the flames extended to Egypt,
and next to the island of Cyprus. These places
they, in a manner, dispeopled with ungovernable
fury. Their barbarities were such, that they
ate the flesh of their cnemies, wore their skins,
sawed them asunder, cast then to wild beasts,
made them kill each other, and studied pew
torments by which to destroy them. Howe
ever, these horrid excesses were of no long
duration: the governors of the respective pro-
vinces makipg head againit theis tumultuous

z.3 fury,
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fury, soon treated tham with a retalintion of
cruclty, and put them to death, not as human
beings, but as outrageous pests to soeicty.,

But to return: Trajun having ~xmd1l\' reduc-
ed Armenia to submission, he marched into the
dominions of the king of Parthia, There en-
tering the opulent kingdom ot Mesopotamia, he
reduced it into the form of a Roman pravince.
Thenee, he went against the Parthians, over
whom his successes were great and pumerous,
He conquered Syria and Chaldeas and took the
A. 1, famaous city of Babvlon. Tiere, attempt-

115 ing to crows the T li)huli(\ he was opposed

by the enemy, \\lm recolved to stop s pas-

sage: but he seeretly coused Loats to be made

upon the adjoining mountatns:  and  bringing
them to the water-side, passed his army with

great expedition: not, Il()\\l‘\(‘l, without great

planglltv on  both sides.  Thenee,  he tra-

versed large tracts of countrs, which had never

befure Leen tuvaded by a Roman army; and

scemed to tale a pleasnre in pursuing  the

same march which Alesunder the Great “had

marked out before him.  Having passed the ra-

pid stream of the Tieris, he advanced to the
citi\Cresiphon, which he took, and opened hi- -
selr assuce into Persia; where he made many

conquesis, which, Lowever, were 1ather splendiil

than useful.

After subduing ull the country hordering on
thé Tigris, he marched southward of the Persian
gulf, where he subdued a king, who possessed o
conciderable island, bade by the divided streams
of that rviver, - Here winter coeming on,- he-
was in dan gv of losing the- gredtest part of
bis  arniye-by” ther inclenvency of | the cli-

mate,
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mate, and the inundations of the river. He
therefore, with indefatigable pains, fitted out a
flect, and sailing down the Persian gulf, entered
the Indian ocdan, conquering cven to the In-
dies, part of which he auncxed to the Roman
empire. He was prevented from pursuing fur-
ther conquests in this distant country, by the
revolteof many of the provinces he had alread

subdued, and by the scarcity of provisions. The
inconveniences of increasing age, also contributed
to damp the ardour of this enterprise, which =t
one time he intended to pursue to the confines
of the carth. Returning therefore along the Per-
sian gulf, and sending the senate a particular
account of all the nations he had conquered,
the names of which alone composed a long ca-
talogue, he prepared to punish those countFies
which had revolted from him. Tle began by
laying the famous city of Edessa, in Meso-
potamia, in ashes; and, in a short space of time,
not only retook  those places which had be-
fore ucknowledged subjection, but made himself
master of all the most fertile kingdoms of Agig.
In this train of successes he scarcely met with a
srepulse, except betore the city of Atra, in the
deserts of Arabia.  Wherefore, judgnfy that
this was a proper time for bounding his cgn-
quests, he resolved to give a master to ghe
countries he had subdued.  With this resolutign,
repairing to the city Ctesiphon, 1n Persia, with
great ceremnny, he crewned DParthenaspati§
king of WParthia, to the great joy of all his sab-
jects. IHe estublished another king also over the
hingdom of Albania, near the - Caspian sea,
Then, placing governors and lieutenants in
other provinces, and leaving ‘Adrien general }q‘t’
: ‘ 118
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his forces in the Fast, he resolved to return to
his capital in u style ot unparallcled magmlicence.
However, he had only reached the province of
Cilicia, when be found himself too weak to pro-
ceed in his usual manner. e therefore ordeied
+himself to be carniea on shipboard to tue city of
Seleycia, where he died, in the sixty third year
of lis age, after u rewen of nineteen years six
months and filteen duys.  How highly he was
esteemed by lus subjects appears from  their
maunner of blessing his successors, by wishing
them the fortune of Augustus, and the good-
ness of Trajan.  His military virtues, however,
upon which he chiefly valued himself, produced
no real advantage to his country, and all Ius
conguests disappeared, when the power was with-
draten that enforced them.

During Trajan’s last 1llness, his wife Plotina
constantly attended him, and it is supposed forged
the will by which Adrian was nominated his suc-
cessor.  Adrian was by descent 8 Spantard, nephew
to the late emperor, and married to Sabina his
grand-nicce. When Trajan was raised to the em-
pire, Adrian was a tribune of the army in Meesia,
and was sent by the troops to congratulate the

. empero: on his advancement.  But his brother-
in-law, who desired to have an opportunity of
congratulating Trajan himsclf, supplied Adrian
with & carriage that ,broke down on the way.
Adrian, however, was resolved to lose no time,
and performed the rest of the journey on foot.
"This assiduity was very pleasing to the emperor;
but be disliked Adrian trom several more pre-
vailing motives. He was expensive, and involved
in debt; inconstant, capricious, and envious.
"Fhese faults, in Trejan’s opinion, could not be

compensated
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compensated either by Adrian’s leArning or his
talents. His great skill in the Gieck and Latin
languages, lus intimate acquaintance with the
laws of his cotntry, and the philosophy of the
times, were slight recommendations to Trajan,
who, being blod himself a solaer, desired to
have a mlhtary man to succeed him. For this
reason it was that the dying emperor would by
no means appoint a successor; tearful, perhaps,
of injuring his great reputation, by adopting a
person that was unworthy is death, thereforz,
was concecaled for some time by Plotma, his
wife, till Adrian had sounded the inclinations of
the army, and found them flirm in his interests.
The forged instrument was then produced and
published as genuine, 1n canseguence of which
Adrian, while commanding ut Antioch, was
clected by all the orders of the state.

Adrian soun began to pursue a course quite op-
posite to that ot his predecessor, taking every
method of declining war, and promoting the arts
of peace. For this reason he abandoned all the
conquests which Trajan had made, judging them
to be rather an inconvenience than an advantage

*to the empire ; and made the river Kuphrates ti e
bouadary of the empire, placing the legion’ alang
its banks, to prevent the incursions ot the enemy.

Having thus settled the affairs ot the East, and
lcaving Severus governor of Syma, he took his
journey by land to Rome, sending the ashes of
T'rajan thither by sca.  Upon his approach to the
city, he was informed thata magnificent triumph
was preparing for him; but this he modestly
declined, desiring that the honours might be
paid to ‘Trajan’s memory, which they had de-
signed for him. In consequence of this com-

' mand,
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mand, a most superb triumph was decreed, in
which Trajan’s statue was carried as the principal
figure 1n the procession, an honcur never betore
conferred on the dead; and not content with
this, his ashes were placed m a golden urn, upon
the top of a column a bundred and forty teet
high; chiarged with the paruculars of all his ex-
ploits in basso-relievo, which is sull remaining,

It was difficult for any man to appear to ad-
vantage after Trajan; yet Adrian was one of the
must remarkable of the Roman cmperors, for
the variety of his endowments. He was highly
shilful iu all the exercises both of body and mind.
He compused with great beauty both in prose
and verse; he pleaded at the bar, and was one
of the best orators of his time. He was deeply
versed in the mathematics, and no less shilful ip
physic.  In drawing and painting, he was equal
to the greatest masters; an excellent musician,
and sung to admiration. Beside these quali-
fications, he had an astonishing memory; he
knew the names of all his soldiers, though never
so long absent.  He could dictate to one, confer
with another, and write himself, all at the samme
time. He was remarkably expert in military dis-.
ciphne; strong and very skiltul in arms, both
ou horseback and foot; and frequently hilled
wild boars, and even lions, in hunting,

“Iis moral virtues were not interior to his other
accomplishments. Upon his exaltation to the
empire, he forgave an infinite number of debts
due to the treasury, from individuals and pro-
vinces; and he gave the cstates of condemned
persons to the pubhc, “instead of appropriating
hem to himself.  Iis ‘moderation and clemency
appeared by pardoning the injuries which he had

received
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received when he was a private man.  One day
meeting a person who had formerly been his most
inveterate enemy, “ My good friend,” cried he,
‘¢ you have escaped, for I am now Emperor.” He
had so great a veneration tor the senate, and was
so carcful of not introducing unworthy persons -
into it, that he told the captain of his guard,
when he made him a senator, that he had no ho-
nours in his gift equal to what he then bestowed.
To Ins friends he wus affable, and gentle to per-
sons of meaner stations; he relieved their wants,
and visited them in sickness ; it being his constant
maxim, that he was an emperor not for his own
good, but for the benefit of mankind.

These virtues, however, were contrasted by a
strangze misture of vices, most of which arose
from u weakness of resolution. Thus he is repre-
sented as proud and vain-glorious, envious and
detractive, hasty and revengeful.  He permitted
the revival of the persecution against the Christi-
ans, and shewed many instances of an irritable
disposition, which it was the whole study of lis
life to currect or to conceal.

But whatever Audrian’s private character might
have been, his conduct as an emperor appears
M many respects admirable; his public trgnsae~
tions were dictated by sound policy, and the
most disinterested  wisdom,  He was scarcely
scttled on the throne, when several of the northe
ern barbanans, the Alam, the Sarmatians, and
the Daciaus, began to make devastations on the
empire,  These hardy natic.ns, by their desultory
incursions, began to be truly formidable to Reme.
Adrian wished to have contracted the limits of
tue empire, that he mig.t be freed from their
attacks; but his friends dissuading him, he co:i

tent:
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tented himself with breaking down the bridge
over the Danube, which his predecessor had
built, sensible that the same passage which was
open to him, was equally convenient to his bar-
barous neighbours. ’

While he was employed in compelling these
nations to submission, a conspiracy, concerted
by four persons of consular dignity, was dis-
covercd against his life; but their designs being
detected, the conspirators were put to death, by
order of the senate. Adrian took great pains
to clear himself from the imputation of having
bad any hand in their execution; but, in order
entirely to suppress the murmurs of the people
upon this head, he distributed large sums of
money wnong them, and entertained them with
magnificent shows in the amphitheatre.

Alter a short stay at Rome, which was em-
ployed in regulating public affairs, he prepared to

visit and tahe a view of his whole empire.

121, Tt was one of his maxims, that an em-
peror ought to imitate the sun, which
diftuses warmth and vigour over all parts of the
carth. He therefore took with him a splendid
court, and a considerable force, and entered the
province  of Gaul, where he numbered the
mhabitants.  From Gaul he went inwo Ger-
many, thence to Holland, and then passed over
to Britain.  There, reforming many abuses,
and reconciling the natives to the Romans, for
the hetter security of the southern parts of the
kingdom, he buiit a wall of wood and carth,
extendiuz from the river Lden in Cumberland,
to the ‘Tyne 1 Northumberland, to prevent the
incursions of the Picts, aud other barbarous na-
tivns to the neorth. From Britain, returning
through
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through Gaul, he-directed his journey to Spain,
where he was received with great joy, as being
a native of that country. There, wintering in
the city of Tarragona, he called a mecting of
the deputies from all the provinces, and ordain-
cd many things for the bencfit of the nation.
From Spain, returning to Rome, he continued
there for some time, in order to prepare for his
jourr'ey into the East, which was hastened by a
new invasion of the Partbians lHis approach
compelling the cnemy to peace, he pursued his
travels without molestation.  Advancing to Asia
Minor, he turned out of his way to visit the su-
mous city of Athens. 'There making a con-
siderable stay, he was initiated in the Eleusinian
mysteries, accounted the most sacred in the Pagan
mythology ; and teok upon him the office of
archon or chief magistrate of the place. In this
place also, he remutted the severity of the
christian persecution, at the suggestion of Gra-
nianus, the pro-consul of Asia; and even thougit
of receiving CrrisT among the numher of the
Gods.  Alter o winter's continuance at Athens,
he went over to Siwcly; and visited Atna, and
the other curiosities of the place. Returning
* thenee once more to Rome, after a shgrt stay
he prepared ships and ciossed over to Africa.
There he spent much time in retorming abuses,
and regulating the government; in  deciding
controversies, and crecting magaificent build-
ings. Among the rest, he ordered Carthage
to be rebuilt; calling it; after his own name,
Adrianople.  Revisiting Rome, where he stayed |
but a very little time, he travelled a second
time info Greece, passed over into Asia Minor,
went thence to Syriy, and then trayersed Pales-
AA tine,



5 ROME,

tine, Arabia, and Egypt, where -he caused
Pompey’s tomb to be rebuilt and beautified.
He also gave orders for the rebuilding of Jeru-
salem, which was performed with great expe-
dition, by the assistance of the Jews, who now
began to conceive hopes of being restored to
their long-lost kingdom. But these expecta-
tions only served to aggravate their calamjtics ;
for, being incensed at the privileges which were
granted the papan worshippers in their new
city, they fell upon the Romans and Christians
dispersed throughout Judea, and unmercifully
put them all to the sword, 'To this cruel and
desperate  undertaking they were chiefly in-
cited by one Barcocub, an impostor; who de-
clared, that he himself was the star foretold
by Balaam: and that he was come down as a
light from llcaven to rescue them from bond-
age, Adriun was at Athens when this dan-
gerous insurrcction began; wheretore, sending
a powerful body of men, under the command of
Juliug Severus, against them, this general ob-
tained many signal, though bloody, victories

‘over the insurgenty’; and in two years concluded

the war, with the destruction of near six hundred
thousawd men. The remaining Jews were bune
ished, and by a public decree torbidden to come
within a view of their native soil.

This insurrection was soon after followed by
a dangerous irruption of the barbarous nations to
the northward of the empire; who entering Media
with great fury, and passing through Armenia,
carvied their devastations as far as Cappadocia,
Adiian, preferring peace upon any terms, to an
unprofitable war, with singular impolicy, bought
them off by large suws of money ; su that they

k ; returned
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retutned peaccably into their native wilds, to
enjoy their plunder, and meditate frch in-
vasions. !

The empergr havinz now spent thirteen years
in travelling through his dominions, and R
relorming the abuses of the empire, re- 7 D-

. 130,
solved, ut length, to retuin and cnd his .
days at Rome. Nothing could be more ‘;j‘,s(“

giatclul to the preple than s present re-
8. lutivn of connnz to 1eside amony them; they
received him with the loudest demonstrations of
Joy; and, though he now began to grow oid ard
unwieldy, e rcamitted not the least of his former
assiduity and attenticn to the public welfure.
His chief amusement was in conversing with the
most celebruted men in every art and science;
frequently boasting that he thought no kind of
knowleage inconsiderable, nor to be neglected
either in his private or pubhic capacity. This
desire of knowledge was laudable, if hept with-
in bounds: but he scemed to aftfect universal
excellence; and cven envied all, who aspired at
equal reputation in any of the grts with himself.
It is said, that he ordered Apollodorus, the ar-
, chitect, to be put to death, only for too frecly res
marhing upon the errors of some structurg crect-
ed from the cinperor’s designs.  Favorinus, how-
ever, 8 man of greut reputation fer philesophy,
happening one day to dispute with him upun
some philosoplical subject, had the good sense to
acknowledge himself overcome. His friends blam-
ed him for thus giving up thc argument, when
he might cusily have pursued it with success:
“ How,” replicd Favorinuy, * would you liuve me
* contend with a man who is master of thirty le-
“ gions?” Butwhatever might have been his weak-
442 ness
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ess in aiming at universal reputation, he was, in
no part of his reign, 1cmiss in attending the duties
of his exalted station. Heordercd the hnights and
senators never tc appear in public,Lutin the pro-
per habits of their orders.  He forbade masters
to kill their slaves, as bad been betore allowed
but ordained that they should be tiied by the
laws cnacted against capital offences.—A law so
just, had he dore nothing more, was enough to
huve ensured las reputation with posterity, and
to huve made m dear to mankind.

In such cases he consumed the greatest part
of his time; but, at last, finding the duties of
his station daily increasing, and his own strength
proportionally diminishing, he resolved to adopt
@ successor, whose merits might deserve, and
whose courage secure, his exaltation. After
many deliberations, he made choice of Lucius
Commodus, whose bodily infirmities, however,
rendered him unfit for a trust of such import-
ance. Of this, after some time, Adrian ap-
Ecarcd sensible; declaring, that he repented of

aving chosen so fechble u successor, and saying,
“that he had leaned against a mouldering wall.”
However, Commodus soon after dying, the em-.
peror 4mmediately adopted Marcus Antoninus,
afterwatds surnamed Pius; but previously ob-
liged him to adopt two others, namely, Marcus
Aurclius and Lucius Verus, who afterwards suc-
ceeded to the empire.

While he was thus eareful in appointing a suc-
cessor, his bodily infirmitics deily increased;
and, at length, his pain becoming insupportable,
he vehemently desired that some of his attend-
ants would dispatch him. Antoninus, however,
would by no means permit any of his domestics

to
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tn be guilty of so great an impicty, and used all
the arts in his power to reconcile the emperor to
sustain life, but with so little eficet, that Adrian
frequ ntly cried out in his agomwes, “ How
“ miserable a thing it is to seck death, and not
¢ to find it!” In this deplorable situation, he re-
solved on going to Baie; where the torture of
his discascs increasing, they afiected his under-
standing, so that he gave orders that several
persons should be put to death ; which, however,
Antoninus took care to prevent. Continuing, fo:
some time, in excruciating pain, the emperor was
at last resolved to observe no remmen, often
saying, “ thatkings died mercly by the multitude
of their physicians.”  This conduct served to
hasten that death he scemed so earnestly to de-
sire; and it was probably joy upon its
approach, which dictated the celchrated “y59.
stunzas which are so well known®, n re-
peating wiich he espired, in the sixty-second
year of his age, after a prosperous reign of
twenty-two years, during which he reduced the
laws of the empire into one regular code,

7 Animula vagula, blandula,
Hospes comesque curporis ;
Qua nunc ahibis in loca ?
Pallidula, frigida, nudula ;
Nec ut soles dalns jocos.

Thus translated by Mr. Pope:

Oh fleeting spirit, wandering fire,

That long has warm’d my tender breast,
‘Wiit thou no more my frame inspire?

No more a pleasing cheerful guest ?
Whither, ah! whither art thoun flying,

To what dark, undiscover’d shore?
Thou seem’st all trembling, shivering, dying,

And wit and humour are no more,

“AA3 CIIAP.
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CHAP XIX. -

The Reigns of Antoninus Pius, Marcus durelius,
Commodus, and Pertinax.

NTONINUS, who now succeeded to the

imperial thr- ne, was born in the city of
Nismes in Gaul. His futher was a nobleman of
an ancient family, who bad enjoyed the highest
honours of the state. At the time of the death
of Adrian, he wasabove tifty years old, and had
passed through many of the most important of-
fices of the state, with great integrity and ap-
plication. His virtues in private life were only
rendered more conspicuous by his exaltation.
He was distinguisued for justice, clemency, and
moderation ; for purity of morals, and picty to
the gods.

In the begiuning of his reign, he made it his
particular study, to promote only the most de-
serving to employments; he moderated many
imposis and tnbutes, and commanded that all
should be levied without partiality or oppression.
His liverulity was such, that he even purted with
all his own private fortune to relieve the dis-
tresses of the necessitous.  Against which, when
Faustina, the empress, scemed to remonstrate,
Le reprehended her folly, alleging, that as svon
as he was possessed of the empire, he quitted all
private interests; and having nothing of his own,
all properly belonged to the public.  He seldom
incurred any expence by travelling, and avoid;

. e
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ed all idle pageantry and ostentation. By this
frugal conduct, he was the better enabled to sup-
press all the insurrections that happened during
his rcign, cither in Britain *, in Dacia, or in
Germany.  Thus he was at once reverenced and
loved by mankind ; being accounted vather a
patron, and father of his subjects, than a master
and.commander. Ambassiidors were sent to him
from the remotest parts of Hyreania, Lactria,
and India, to solicit his alliance and friendship;
and some desiring him to appoint them a ki,
whom they scemed proud to obev,  He shewed
not less paternal care toward the oppressed
Chnstians ; in whose favour he deciared, ¢ thot
if any should proceed to disturh them, ll\(‘ll'l)
upon the account of their relizon, that ruch
should undergo the same punishiment which was
intended against the accused,

This rlf‘mcu(‘y was attended with no iess affa-
bilty and frecedom; but, at the same time, he
was upon his guard, that his mdulgence to lus
friends should not tempt them to solence or
oppression,  He therefore took care that his
courtiers should not sell their favow s, sor take
any gratwity from ther suitors.  In the
time of a great fanune in Rome, he proe A. D
vided for the wants of the people, and 133,
maintained great nambers with bread and . (O
wine durmo us continnance.  When anp Ué
ot his su.by-ux rtempted to inflame him with «
passion for military alur), he would answer,
* that he more desired the preservation ot oue
subwct than the destruction of a thous.md ene-
mies.”

# He built a wallof turf in Bntmn todefend it ﬁ'om the
incursions of the barbarians i the north. . " ?
He
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He was an ceminent rewarder of learned men,
whom Le invited from all parts of the world,
and raised to wealth wnd honour. Among the
rest, he sent for Appollonius, the famous stoic
philosopher, to instiuct lus adopted son, Marcus
Aurclius, whom he had previously married to
his daughter. Apollonius beingarrived at Rome,
the emperor desired his attendance ; but the ather
arrogantly answered, that it was-a scholar’s dity
to wait upon the master, and not the master's
upon the scholur. ‘Lo this reply, Antoninus only
returned with a smile, ¢ that it was surprising
‘how Apollonius, who made no difficulty of
coming ftom Greece to Reme, should think it
so hard to walk from one part of Rome to
another;” and immediately sent Marcus Au-
relius to him.  While this excmplary prince was
thus employed, in making mankind happy, in
directing their conduct by his own exampie, or
reproving their follies with the keenness of re-
buke, he was seized with a violent fever at Lo-
rium, a pleasure-house at some distance from
Rome; where finding himeclf sensibly decaying,
he ordered his friends and principal officers to
attend him. In their presence he confirmed the
adoptivn of Marcus Adrelivs, without once nam-
ing Lucius Verus, who bad Leen joined by
Adrian with him in the succession; then com-
manding the golden statue of fortune, which
was always in the chamber of the emperors, to
be removed to that of his successor, he expired,
in the seventy-fifty year of his age, after a pro-
sperous reign of twenty-two years and almost
eight months; during which he had rather studi-
ed to defend the Roman empire, than to enlarge
its boundarics, to render his people happy, than

t9 make themn feared. - .
. hee
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The loss of such an emperor, may na- 4
turally be supposed to excite universal 163,
sorrow.  Iis adopted son, Marcus Au- v.e
relins, pronoumced his funeral eulogy; oy,
aml though left sole successor to the
throne, admitted Lucius Verus as his associate
and equal,  Thuy Rome, for the firsg time, saw
itself governed by two sovereigns of (‘(]ll«ll power,
but of very different merit and pretensions. Au-
relius was the son of Annius Verus, of an an-
cicnt and illustrious fumily, which claimed it;
original {rom Numa. Lucius Verus was the son
of Commodus, who had been adopted by Adnan,
but died beforc he succeeded to the throne. Au-
rehius was as remarkable for his virtues and ac-
plishments, as his partner in the empire was
for his ungovernable passions and debauched mo-
rals. The one was an example of the greatest
goodness and wisdom ; the other of ignorance,
mdolence, and dissipation,

Scarcely were the two emperors settled on the
throne, when the empire was attacked on every
side by the barbarians. The Catti invaded Ger-
many and Ratia; ravaging all with firc and
sword ; but were, after some time, repelled by
Victorinus. The Britons, likewise, revolted, but
werc repressed by Califurnius ; but the Parthians,
under their king Vologesus, made an irruption
more dreadful than either of the former; de-
stroying the Roman legions in Armenia; then
entering Syria, and drmng out the Reman go-
vernor. In order to stop the progress of this
barbarous invasion, Verus himself went in-per-
son, after receiving the most judicious advice,
and being furnished with the ablest assistants by
his colleague.

But
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But these precautions were fruitless: Veres
negleeted every admonition; and, thoughtless of
the urgency of his expedition, plunged iuto
cevery hind of debauchery, ‘These excesses ca
his journey brought on a violent fever, which
his comstitution with difficulty overcame; but
nothing could correct his vicious inchnavon-.
Lpon his entefing Antioch, he resobed to give
indulgence to every appetite, without attend-
ing to the fatigues of war. There, 1m oue of 1s
beuutiful suburbs, called Daphne, he rioted ia
excesses unknown even to the voluptuous Greeks ;
leaving the glory of the ficld to his licutenants,
who were sent to repress the enemy. ‘Thewe
fought with great success. Statius Priscus
took Artazata. Maruus put Vologesus to
flight, touk Sclucia, plundered and burnt Ba-
bylon and Ctesiphion, und demohshed the mag-
nificent palace of the kings of Parthia. In a
course of four years, during which the war
continued, the Romans penctrated {ar into the
Parthian country, and entirely subdued it; bw
upon their return, their army was dreadfully ve-
duced by pestilence and famine.  Verus, how-
ever, resohved to enjoy the henoprs of a -
uwnph, so hardly earned by others. Having
appointed a king over the Armenians, and find-
ing the Purthians entirely subdued, he assumed
the titie of Armenicus and Parthicus ; and then
returned to Rome o the greatest pomp and
splendour.

‘During this long expedition, Aurclius wus
sedulously mzent upon distributing justice and
happiness to his subjects at bhome. He firgg
applicd bimself to the regulation of public af-
fairs, and to the correcting of such fanlts as be

' found
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frund in the laws and policy of the state.  In this
eudeavour he shewed such singular respect for
the senate, that the commonweulth seemed in a
manner once mere revived under his equirable
administration.  While thus gloriously occupicd,
be was daily mortified with accounts of the enor-
mities of his colleague ; but feigningshimself ig-
norant of his excesses, he judged marriage to be
the best method of reclaiming him ; and therefore
sent him his daughter Lucilla, a woman of great
beauty, whom Verus married at Antioch. This,
however, was found inetfectual; Lucilla prov-
=l of a disposition very unhke her father ; and
instcad of correcting her husband’s extrava-
zances only contributed to inflame them.  ‘Fhe
return of Verus was still more fatal to the em-
pree; for his army introduced the plague from
¥Yarthia, and disseminated the infection into
«il the provinces through which it passed ; while
t.is profligate wretch appeared cquully 1nsensible
« humanity or shame. lndeed nothing could
eweced the miserable state of the cwmpire at this
period.  In the horrid picture was represented
sn emperor unawed by example, or the calas
siities surrounding him, giving way to unheards’
of debaucheries ;—a raging pestilence spreadit
terror and desolation through all parts of th
western world ;--- earthquakes, famines, and in
undations, such as bad never before happened ;--4
Le products of the ecarth throughout all Italy
sovoured by locusts ;---all the barbarous nations
sarrounding the empire--the Germans, the Sare
matians, the Quadi, and Marcomanni---taking
alvantage of its various calamities, and meking
nruptiong even into Italy ;---the priests exhaust-
miz every expedient that ignorance had ever ine
veated, to propitiate the gods ; and, to ¢rown the
: whole,
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whole, these cuthusiasts, as it the impending ca-
Lunities_hiad not been suflicient, ascribed the
distresses  of the state to the impieties of the
Christians alone ; so that a violent persecution
raged in all parts of the empire; in which Justin
Martyr, St. Polycarp bishop of Smyrna, and
an infinitgg number of others suficred martyr-
dom. .

In this scene of universal tumult, desolation,
and distress, there was nothing left but the vir-
tues and the wisdom of one man, to restore
tranquillity, and bning back happiness to the em-
pire.  Aurclius began his endeavours by march-
g agaiust the Marcomanni and Quadi, taking
Verus with him, who reluctantly left the sen-
sual dehights of Rome tor the fatigues of a
cump. ‘They came up with the Marcomanni
near the city ot Aquileia, and, after a turious
engagement, routed their whole army ; then
pursuing the fuaitives across the Alps, overcame
them in several contests: and at last, entirely
defeating them, returned to Italy without any

ALD. considerable loss.  As the winter was

151, far advanced, Verus deteimined upon

gumng from Aqunlcna to Rome: in this
journey he was seized with an apoplexy which
put un cod to his lite, at the age of thirty-ing
years, of which he had 1eigned mine in conjunc-
tion with Aurelius.

Aurelius, who had hitherto felt the fatigues not
only of governing an cmpire, but of control-
ling his unwurthy colleague, being now lett to
himself, Legan to act with greater “diligence and
success than ever. His first care was (o marry his
daughter Lucilla to Claudius Pompeianus, o man
of moderate fortupe and humble station, but
eminent for his bonesty, courage, and wisiom.

He
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He then left Rome to finish the war against the
Marcomanni, who joining with the Quadi, the
Sarmatians, the Vandals, and other barbarous
nations, rencwed hostilities with unusual rage and
devastation, They bad some time before attack-
ed Vindex, prafect of the praetorian bands, and
in a gencral battle ncar the Danube, destroyed
no ]ess' than twenty thousand of his men.  They
even pursued the Romans as fur as Aquileia, and
would have taken the city, had not the emperor
led his troops in person to oppose them. Aurelius
having repulsed the encuty, continued his en-
deavours to prevent them  from making future
inrouds.  He spent in this laborious undcrtakiug
no less thun five years, supporting the most
dreadful fatigues, and supplying, by the firmness
of hi: cuurage, the defeets of a delicate consti-
tution. 'The stoic philosophy in which he was
imbued, had taught him a simplicity of hving,
and a coutempt ol danger, which served as an
example to the whole army. At length Aurclius
s0 wearied out the enemy with repeated attacks,
that he constrained them to accept such terms of
peace «» he thought fit to propose, and thus re-
turned m tiiumph to Rome.

Tlus business being settled, he resumed hi
usual endeavours 1o henefit m.\nkind by a furth
reformation of the internal policy of the stat
He ordered that no inquiry should be made aftar
the fortune of deceased persons who had been
dead five years. e moderated the public exe
pences, and lessened the number of shows and
~ports which were exhibited on the amphitheafre,
He particulurly touk the poor under his pro-
tection ; and v und such pleasure in relieving their
wants, thut he considered his ability to supply

B3 the
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the dictates of his compassion, as one of the
greatest happinesses of his life. He laboured in-
cessantly to vestrain the luxuries of the great;
prohibiting the use of chariots and littars to per-
sons of infertor station, and endeavouring by all
means to correct the lewdness and disorders of
women,

But, his laudable endeavours were soon, inter-
rupted by a renewal of the former wars. The
barbarians no sooner perceived his army with-
drawn, thau they took up arms once more, and
renewed their ravages with greater fury than
before.  They had now drawn over to their side
all the nations from lllypricum, to the furthest
parts of Guul.  Aurelius, theretore, again saw
lnmsclt surrounded with difficulties;  his army
had before been wasted with the plague, and tre-
quent engagements, and his treasures entirely
exhiusted.  In order to remedy these inconve-
niencies, he encreased his forces by enlisting
slaves, gladiators, and the banditti of Dalmatia.

To raise money, he sold all the moveables be-
longing to the empire, and all the rich furniture
which had been deposited in  the cabinets of

- Adrian, This sale, which continued for twg
‘ighonths, produced so considerable a gum, as to
defray all the expences of the war.’ His next
eflort was to march forward, and cross the Da-

. nube by a bridge of boats. lle then attacked
"the enemy, gained several advantages, burnt
- their houses and magazines of corn, and re-
ceived the submission of such as had incon-
siderately Joined in the invasion. ‘The detail of
his campaigns is little interesting; but one battle
deserves to be particularised, It was begun ll:y
the
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the enemy's slingers across a river, which
induced the Romans to ferd it, and make '}%D .
a greut slaughter of those who attempted "
to defend its banks on the opposite side, '._‘,;),:"
The enemy, anticipating a pursurty 1e- =
tired, having previously left some bodies of ar-
chers, covered by a squadron of horse, to skir-
mish ,with the Romans, as i they designed to
stop their progress. The Romans, with incon-
siderate valour, attacking this forlorn hope, pur-
sucd them among a chain of barren mountamns ;
where they fuund themselves unexpectedly block-
ed up un every side.  However, they continued
fighting, notwithstanding the disadvantage of the
place; but the encemy prudenty declined en-
gaging, not willing to leave that victury to
chance, which they expected from deluy. At
length, the excessive heat of the inclosed situa-
tion, long-continued fatigue, and a violent thirst,
totally disheartened the Remun legions: they
could neither fight nor retreat.  In this deplo-
ruble exigence, while scorrow and despuir were
their ouly compunions, Aurelius ran through
their ranks, and, in vain endeavoured to rekindle ¥
their hopes and their courage,  Norhing was
hieard but groans and lamentations ; nothnw scen
but marhs ot terror and desolation, At thig
dreadiul juncture, and just as the barburiuns
were ready to fall upon them, we are ussued, by
some writers, that the solemn prayers of a
Christian legion then serving among them, pro-
duced such a tall of yaiu, as instantly retieshed
the tainting army. ‘I'he same cléuds also which
brought the Romans such seasounble reliet, dis-
charged such a terrible storm of hail accom-
punied with thunder, against the uncmy, as ns-

BB 2 tonished
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tonished and confounded them; and made them
an casy prey to the renovated courage of the le-
gions of Aurelius.

" Such are the circumstances of 2n engagement,
acknowledged by pagan, as' well as christian
writers, only with this difference, that the latter
ascribe the victor to their own, the former to
the prayers of their emperor. Aurclius, howe-
ver, seemed so sensible of miraculous assistance,
that he immediately relaxed the persecutions
against the Christiuns, and wrote to the senate in
favour of their religion. After many ‘iolent
conflicts, the barbarians sent to sue for peace ;
and obtained conditions more or less severe, as
the emperor found them more or less disposed to
revolt. But, while Aurelius was cngaged in
making final arrangements in this quarter, a fresh
rebellion called him to the defence of his domi-
nions at home.

Avidius Cassius was onc of the emperor’s fa-
vourite generals, and had been chiefly instrumen-
tal in obtaining the Roman successes in Par-
thia. His principal merit seemed to consist in
his restoring the old discipline, and in pretending
a violent regard for the commonwealth in its an-
cient{orm. But, in fact, all his sceming regard
for freedom, was only to seize upon the liberties
of his country for his own aggrandiscment.
Wherefore, finding the castern army willing to
support his pretensions, he proclaimed himself
emperor in Syria. One of his chief artifices to
procure popularity was, his giving out that he
was descended from the famous Cassius, who had
conspired against Cwsar; and, hke him, he pre-
tended, that his aims were for the re-cstablish-
ment of the commonwealth of Rome. 1le also

caused
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caused it to be rumoured that Aurelus was dead,
to whese memory e aﬂ(-cu’d to shew the greatest
respect, By such protcmvs e united a largg
body of men uhder bis command, and, in a short
time, brought all the countries from Syria to
Mount Taurus under i:is subjection.  These pros
sperous beginnings served to increase the emperor 's
activity, but not his apprehensions. He prq.-m-d
to oppose him without any marks of uneasiness
for the event ; telling his soldiers, ** that he wonld
fiealy yield his empire to Avidws, 1tit should In
Judged conducive to the public zond 5 for, as to
his own part, the only fruits he ha-d from his ex-
altation, were incessant labour and fangue.” [
“am ready,” cried he, * to meet Avidius before
“ the senate, and before you s and to yield him
“ the empire without the effusion of blood, o
“ striking a blow, if it shall be thought for the
¢ public good  But Avidius will never submit
¢ tosuch a tribynals he who has been taithless to
“ his benefactor, can never rely upon any man’s
professions.  He willnot even, in case of being
worsted rely upon me.  And yet, my fellows
soldiers, my only fear is—uand I speak it with
¢ the greatest sincerity---lest he should put an
# end to his own, life ; ot lest some, thinking to
“ do me a service, should hasten his dcath. The
¢ greatest hope that I have, is to prove, thatI
“ can pardon the most outragcous offences ; to
‘ make him my friend, in spite of his relue-
“ tance; and to shew the world that cven civil
f¢ wars may have a happy issue.”

In the mean time, Avidius strained cvery
nerve to lure partisans, andin particular he en-
deavoured to win over the Grecks. But the love
which all mankind bore the good emperor, frus-

B3 trated
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trated his expectations in this quarter ; and from
this moment the #ide of his fortune seemed to
turn. His officers and soldiers soon began to re-
gard him with contcinpt ; and at last slew him,
in less than four months after his yevolt.  1lis
head was brought to the emperor, who received
it with regret, and ordered it an honourable in-
terment.  Therest of the conspirators were treat-
ed with great lenity: some few were banished,
but recalled soon after. Thisclemency was ad-
mired by some, and condemned by others; but
the emperor little regarded the murmurs or the
applause of the unthinking multitude.  When
some took the liberty of blaming his ‘conduct,
teiling him, that Avidius would not have been
s0 generous had he been conqueror; the emperor
made this sublime reply, ¢ I never served the
“ gods so1ll, or reigned so irregularly, as to fear
“ Avidius ¢ould ever be conqueror.”

Though Avidius was no more, yet Aurclius
was unxious to bring those who had been misled
by his example, to a proper sense of their duty.
He therefure took a journey into the Fast, where
an all places, he at once charmed them with his
affubility, raised their admiration by his cle-
mency; instructed them by precept, and im-
proved them by example. In this journey, the
empress Faustina was unexpectedly seized with
a violent distemper, #ind died, She was a woman,
whose wanton life gave great scandal to the dig-
pity of her station; however, her passive hus-
band either could not, or at least atlected not
10 see his enormitics, but willingly admitted the
ill-deserved honours, which the genaate importu-
tunately deereed to hier memory.

I his way to Rome, he vistted Athens, where

he
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he conferred many honours on the inhabitants,
and established professors in ell the sciences,
with munificent salurics {or the encouragement
of learning. Upon his landing in Italy, he quitted
his soldier’s hubit, as did also his arimy ; and
made his entry into Rome in the gown which
was wsusually worn in peace.  As he bad been
absept almost cight years, he distributed to each
citizen cight pieces of gold, and remitted all the
debts due to the treasury for sixty years pust.
At the same time he nominated his son Commo-
dus to succeed him in the empire, and made bita
& pactner in his triumphal entry, e then re-
tired for some tune to « coantry seat, where, by
the study of philosophy, he delighted his mind,
and regulated hisconduct 5 ne usually called it
his muther, in opposition to the court, which he
considered as Ins step-mother.  He abso was (re-
quently heard to say, “ that the people were
happy whose philosophers were kings, or whose
kings were plulosophers *.”  In fact, Aurclius
wis one of the most considerable men of ‘his
time, and lis merits as a writer, of which there.
are prools extant, would have insured him im-
moriahty.  But, philosophy was not with him
mere speculation ; his tranquitlity was sugh, that
be was never observed to feel auy emotion, nor
to change countenance, either in joy or in gor-
row. His chief masters were Appolonius of
Chaleis, and Sextus Charonensis, grandson to
the faumous Plutarch: these shared his hougty,
as did all the learned men of his reign.  1le had,
indeed, learned the art of so blending libgrality
with the most frugal economy, that be seemed ra-

¥ This sentiment contains more point than truth. "
' ther
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ther the equitable guardian of @nother’s wealth,
than the possessor of his own; and gave with
such agood grace that his manner cnhanced his
gifts. ‘

Having once more restored prosperity to his
subjects, and peace to mankind, he expected in
the decline of life to rest from future toils ; but
it was his fortune to be ever cployed.  Newy
was soon brought him, that the Scytlians, and
other barbarous nations of the North, were agam
in arms, and invading the empiye with furious
impetuosity. He, therefore, once more resohved
to expose his aged person i the defence ot his
country, and made speedy preparations to ep-
posc the barbarians. Ile¢ reques.el the senate,
tor the first time, to advance morey out of the
public treasury ; and though it was in his power
to take what sums he thought proper without
their consent, yet he would not violate an ap-
parent right. The people, whose love to the
emperor daily increased, finding him resolved
to expose himself in a dangerous war, asscmbled
before his palace, besceching him not to de-
part, till he had given them instructions for
their future conduct ; so that if the gods should
take hin to themselves, they imight, by his as-
sistance, continue in the same paths of virtue,
into which he .had led them by his example,
This was a request which Aurelius was highly
pleased in obeying; he spent threc whole daysin
giving them short maxims, by which they might
regulate their lives; and, having finished his lec-
tures, departed upon his expedition, amidst the
prayers and lamentations of all his subjects.

* In the progress of his campaigns he fought
scveral batfles, and geperally prevailed by his

. prudence,
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prudence, courage, end example. 1le built many
torts, and so dispo ed nis garrisons, as to keep
all his barbaicus neighbours in awe; but in the
third year of vthe war, he was scized with the
plague at Vicana. Nothing, however, could
abate his desue of being beneficial to mankind
for, though his submission to the wilt of Provi-
dencg made him meet the approaches of death
with tranquillity, his fears for the youth and un-
promising disposition of Commodus, s son and
successor, seemed to give hity great w asiness,
and aggravated ihe pangs of dissolution  Strug-
gling with tlus apprehension, and fluctuating
between hope and lear, ‘he addressed his friends
and the pracipal officers that were gathered
round his bea; telling them, * 'hut as his son
was going to lose a tather, he n ped he would
find many iathers m them; that they would direct
his youtn, and give wn proper instructions for
the public benefit as well as his own.”  *¢ Make
 lum more particulariy sensible,” continued the
dying emperor, ¢ that not all the riches and
¢ honours of this world, are suflicient tu satisty
“ the lunury and amixtion of a tyraut; nor ure
¢ the strongest guards and arimnies able to defend
him from the just reward of his erimesy Asnpure
him, that crucl princes never enjoy a long and
peacetul reagn; and that all the real delights
uf powgr, are reserved only for those whose cle-
mency and mildness have ganed them) the
¢ hearts of the people. [t must be yours to in-
“ form him, that obedicnce by ‘constraint, is
“ never sincerc; and that he who would expect
‘¢ fidelity among mankind, must gein it from
¢ their affections, not their fears, Lay before
“ hin the difliculty, and yet the necessity, of

. “ setting
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¢ setting bounds to his passions, as there are
*¢ nonc set to his power.  These are the truths to
¢ which he ought ever to attend : by steadily in-
¢ culcating these, yon will have the satisfaction
“* ¢f forminga good prince, and the pleasure of
‘“ paying to my memory the noblest of all ser-
¢ vices, since you will thus render it immortal.”
Ashe was speaking these last words, his voice, faul -
tercd, and he died the day following, in the fifty-
ninth year of his age, having reigned nineteen
years and some days; a period much too short
for the happiness ot his people, but sufficiently
long to establish his own reputation.

It secms as if the glory and prosperity of the
Roman empire died with Aurelivs.  From this
time we are to behold a tramn of emperors cither
vicious orimpotent: we are to behold an em-
pire grown wo great, sinking by its own
weight, surrounded hy barbarous and successful
enemies withoyt, and torn by ambitious and
cruel factions within ; the principles of the times
wholly corrupté§; philosophy attemptingto regu-
late the minds 6f men, without the aidof reli-
gion; and the warfith of patdotism, as well asthe
Hame of genins, gradually vergrug to extinc-
tion. 2

A. p, Commodus mounted the throne with a
‘181, partiality gained by s father’s merits,
But though he owed the empire to the
%gg adoption of” Aurelius, many were of opi-
nion, thatshe was the spurious issue of a
gladiator ; his own _conduct atterwards, and the
wanton character of his mother Faustina, having,
perhaps, given risc to the report, He was now
gbout ninetecn years of age; his personwas comely
@nd robust ; be was expertinall manly axe:oiwsd;
ang
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and threw the javelin and shot from the bow
with such wonderful address, and certainty of
aim, as almost exceeds credibility.

Happy had it been both for himself and man~
kind, had he cultivated the mental exercises with
as much attention as those of the body. His
whole reign, however, is but a tissue of wanton-
ness aud folly, cruelty and injustice, rapacity
aud corruption.

‘Though he behaved well for a short time :ifter
his accesston ; the levity of his temper, and th:
carrupt exampie of his fuvourite companions,
soon led him to the basest and meanest pursuits.
He went with fis associates to taverns and bro-
thels; spent the day in feasting, and the night in
the most abominable debaucheries. He cven
committed incest with his own sisters. He some-
times went  about the markets in a frolic, with
small wares as a petty chapman; sometimes he
imitated o horse-courser; and at other times he
drove s own chatiot in the habit of a slave.

The principal objects of his favour were also
the companions of his pleasutes or the ministers
of his cruelty, He took little care of the go-
vernment, committing all the conduct of it to
one Perennius, a person chiefly remarkable for
his avarice and cruelty. In consequence of the
enormities of this minister, a conspiracy wus
formed against Commodus in the beginning of
his reign, in which his sister Lucilla, with ber
husband Pompeianus, were principally concern-
ed. The person employed to kill the emperor
was one Quintianus, who coming up to him in a
dauntless manner, and holding up his dagger,
cried out, * The senate sends thee this.” But
this unguarded manner of proceeding fmstrnlt:fl

is
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his aim;; for, one of the guards instantly seizing
his arm, prevented tige fatal blow ; and he soon
after made a discovery of all his accomplices.
Lucilla, Pompcianus, and Quintianus, were exe-
cuted: many other persons, wholly innocent,
shared the same fate. In this manner Perennius
proceeded 3 sacrificing numbers of the senate, as
pretended conspiratuis, but in reality with a view
of appropriating their estates and fortunes. At
lust, having grown extremecly rich, he began to
think of gaining the empire tor himself, and made
some progress in the attempt; but his design be-
coming apparent, Commodus seemed to awaken
from hs lethargy, and ordered both him and his
sons to immediate execution.

Two conspiracies, thus discovered and punish-
ed, served only to 1emder the emperor more cruel
and suspicious; and these crucdties begot new
revolts,  Oune Matcraus, at the lead of o nu-
merous bandivii, wasted Spamn and Gaul, and
resolved to attempt the empire itself.  In order
to effect this, he ordered some of his soldiers to
mix with the cwperor’s guards, and then as-
sassinate him: but his ownparty, 1 hopes of ad-
sautaze, hetvayed ther employer, and he was
exceut d, with many others, soen after. It was *
abloat this time also, that Cleander, the emperor’s
chict faveurite, lell u sucrifice to the wdignation
of the populace, for his haughty carriage to-
wapds them,  Another tavourite, and svon after
fithird, were put to death by the emperor’s com-
mand. To these sueceeded the murder of his
wite Crispina, and his father’s cousin-german
Faustivag aud numbarless othervs, whose virtues,
or fortunes, rendered thein obnoxiows to his cu-
giicigus craclty, 1 any pegpsondesired to be re-

! : venged
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venged on an enemy, by bargaining with Com-
modus for a sum of money, lie was permitted to
destroy him in such manner, as he thought pro-
per.  le commanded a person to be cast to the
wild beasts, for reading the life of Caligula in
Suetonius: he ordered another to be thrown into
a burning furnace, for accidentally over-heating
his bath. He would sometimes, in a frolic, cut
‘off men’s noses, under a pretence of shaving
their beards; yet he was himself so jealous of all
mankind, that he wus obliged to be his own
barber.

In the midst of these cruclties his vanity never
forscok him. Not content with aumberless
titles, which his flattering senate were daly
offering, he assumed such as were most agree-
able to himself, He, at one time, commanded
himself to be styled Hercules, the son of Ju-
piter; and, the better to imutate that hero, he
carried a club and dressed himselt in a lion’s
skin. But to amuse the imagination as far as
possible, and that he might appear to destroy
giants and monsters, as the former had done, he
dressed up several poor men and cripples, who
,were found begging in the streets, like monsters,
giving them sponges to throw at him instead of
stoncs, till falling furiously among them with
his club, he destroyed them all.  When tired of
the Herculean habit, he assumed that of an
Amazon; and at last, became so ab:mdonedh#
to forsake hisPalace and live in a fencing schob!.

During these irregularities and excesses, whick
it is ustonishing mankind could be so pusilla-
nimous us to endure, the barbarians on the fron~
tiers of the empire were daily gaining ground :
and, though his lieutenants were successful against

ROMEe—11. cc the
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<.the -Britons, the Moors, the Daciuns, the Ger-
.“mams, and Punnonnm, yet the empire was d.uly
‘declining; since: their numbers seemed Lo ine
crease by defeat; so that neitheretyeaties could
bind, nor victories repel them.  In the mean
time, the ewperor’s actions became so odious to
all mankind, and so contemptible to the citizens
of Reme, that his death was ardently desired.
At length, resolving to fence nahed betore the
prople, as a common gladiator, Latus lus ge-
neral, Electus his chamberlain, and Marcia a4
concubine, of whom he always appeared exces-
sively tond, remonstrated with hin on the inde-
cency of such behaviow.  ‘Their advice, how-
ever, was attended with no other elect, than lhyt
of incensing him agamst them, and maung him
to their destruction.  Jt was his method, like
that of Domitian, to set down the names of all
such as he intended to put to death, in a roll
which he carctully kept by bim.  However, hap-
pening to lay the roll on his bed, while hv wis
bathing in another room, it was tahen up by a
little boy, whom he lulb‘)l()n:ll(‘ly loved, The
child, altu‘pla\m'r with it for some time, brougl:t
it to '\I wein, who was instantly alarnicd at tlwi
contepts.  Ske immediately discovered her ter-
rors to Latus and Llectus, wha perceiving their
dangerous situation, instantly determined on the
tyr.mt s death.  After some dclibvmlion, it was
agreed upon to dispatch him by poison. — In con-
séquence of this, w draught was dédmnistered to
him by the hands of \Idlua, which beginning to
operate, thiew “him into a heavy slumber.  In
order to conceal the fact, she immediately caused
the company to retire, under pretence of aliow-
ing him ic¢st; but finding him awahe sovn ¢lte 3
’ . Rl
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and taken with a violent vomiting, she hastily in-
troduced a young man, named Narcigsus, whose
name appearedn the roll of proseription.  This
person, m order to save himselt, boldly assisted
Marciw m strangling the emperor, who died ia
the thinty-tirst year of s age, atter an iinpious
retgn of more than twelve years,

‘I e assassination of Commodus was con- A
ducted with such seerecy and expedition, 19
that tew were, at that time, acquainted
with the real circumstances of his death. gz
MHis body was wrapped up as a bale of
useless furmeure, and carnied through the guards,
most of whom were aither drunk or asleep.

.Prc\'luusly to the blow which was to dehver the
world from such @ wreteh, the conspirators had
fixed upon asuccessor.  This was liclvius Per-
tinax, whose virtues and courage rendered him
worthy of the most exalted station, and who had
passed through many changes of fortune. lie
was originally the sen of an entranclused slave,
called Alius, who only gave him so much leara-
ing as would quably hun for keepmg a little’
shop in the city. e then became a school-
master; atterwards studied the law; ands then
became a soldier: n which last station his be-
hiaviour was such, as to raise him to the gost of
cuptain of o cobort against the Purthians.  Being
thus introduced’ to arms, he went- through the
usual gradations of mibitury preforment in Bri-
tain and Mwmsia, until lie beeame the commander
of a legion under Aurclius.  In this station, he
so signalized himselt against the barbarians, that
he was made consul, and governor successively
of Dmecin, Syria, and Asia Minor. In the reign
aof Commodus he was banished, but soon afier

cce ~ recalled,
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recalled, and sent into Britain to rcform the
sbuses of the army. In this employment his
usual good fortune attended hinwg and, he was
thence removed into Africa, on the same lLusi-
ness. Leaving Atrica, and fatigued with an ac-
tive life, he betook himself to retirement.  But
Commodus, willing to keep him near Rome,
made him prafect of the city; which employ-
ment he filled, when the conspirators determned
to invest him with the purple.

llaving been advanced by Commodus, he had
only the greater reason to be afraid of falling as
an object of his suspicions. When, theretore, the
conspirators repaired to his house by mght, he
considered their arrival as a conimand rfrom the
emperor for his death; and was not a little sur-
prised on being undeceived.

Peitinax having accepted the ofier which was
made hi. was carried to the camyp, and proclaim-
cd emperor; and svon after the citzeu. ¢od senate
consented , the joy at tic election of their new
sovereign being scarcdly equal to that for the
death of the tyrant, whom they pronounced a
parricide, an enemy to the gods, his country,
and xil mankind; and commanded that his corpse
slrould rot upon a dunghill.

When Pertinax began his reign, he was in the
sixty-cighth year of his age; but, short as it was,
all its prin 1pal passages were full of honour,
He punmished those who had :crved to corrupt
the late ¢mperor, and disposed of their ill-got
possessions to public uses. Ile attempted to re-
strain the licentiousness of the pratoran bauds,
and put a stop to the mjuries and insoicnce they
committed against the people.  He sold most of
the buffoon> and jesters of Commodus as slavl('ls.

¢
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He continua’ly frequented the senate, and never
retused an audience even to the meanest ot the
prople.  His success n toreign attairs was equal
to his internal policy.  When the barbarous na-
tions abroad had certain intelligence that he was
emperor, they inunediately lnd down theirarms ;
well hnowing the upposiuou they were to expect
froni so expernienced a commander.  His greag
errorwas avariee, which, in sume measure, served
to hasten s ruin.

‘The pretorian soldiers, whose manners he h d
attempted to 1eform, having been long corrupied
by the indulzence and protusion of their formen
monatch, began to tate hun, for the parsimony
aad diseiphine he had mtroduced among them.
They therelore 1evonved to dethrone him; and,
fur that purpose, declared Maternus, an ancient
« nator, emperor, and endeavoured to carry him
to the camp to proclann him, Maternus, haw-
ever, was too just to the meiits of Pertinax, and
too tathful a subject, to concur in their seditious
designy; escaping out of their hands, he fled,
first to the emperor, and then oyt of the city.
They then nommated vne Faleo, azullwr senator,
whom the senate would have ordered for,exceu-
tion, had not Pertinax interpused, who declared,
 that, during his reign, noscnator should sutfer
death.”

The prctorian scldiers having now gone too
far to recede, resolved unanimously to seize openly
and boldly upon the emperor and empire at once.
They accordingly, in a tumultuous mapner,
marched through the streets of Rome, and enter-
cd the palace witheut opposition.  Such was'the
terror of their approach, that the greatest part
of the emperor’s attendants forsook him; while

s§c3 those
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those who remained, earnestly intreated him to
flee to the body of the people, anainterest them
in Lis defence.  But he rejected that advice, de-
claring, * that 1t was unworth: his imperial dig-
nuty, and all his past actions, to save himself hy
flight.”  Having thus resolved to face the rebels,
he had some hopes that his presence alone would
sterrify and <. [und them ; but neither virtue
nor cixout= were any longer the objects of vene-
raticn amony those corrupted bands. One Thau-
sus, & ’I'ungliau, struch him with his lance on
the bieast, crying out ¢ The soldiers send you
#¢ this,”  Fertinax finding hisdestruction certain,
covered his liead with his robe .nd sunk down,
mangled with 2 multitude of wounds. Flectus,
and some others of his attendants, who attempt-
cd 1o defend him, were also elain ; but his son
and daught~e eccaped.  Thus, atter a reign of
three monilir, Pertinax fell a sucrifice to the
licentious furr-of the Practerian army, which he
had attempicd to bring back to discipline and
order. I'vom the number of Lis adventures, he
received the appellation of the Tennis-ball of
Fortune; and certaiey no man ever passed
through such a mrwty of situations, with so
blameless a character in cach.

CIIAY.
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CIIAP. XX,

The Reigns of Didius Julius, Septimus Severus, Ca=
racdlla and Geta, Oppilivs Macrinus, lclioga-
balus, and Alcxander.

FTFR committing this horrible out- A.D.

rage, thesoldiers retired with great 182,

precipitation to their companions, and im-  U-C

mediately fortified their camp, expecting +0.
to beattacked by the citizens. I'wo days, however,
having passed without any attempt of that kind.
they became moreingolent ; and finding themselves
in the unmojested po-session of power, they
made proclamation that they would sell the
empine to the highest bidder.  Sulpician and Di-
dius, were the only two persons who accepted
their invitation, and cntered into the competition
proposed.  The former was of consular dignity,
pretect ol the aity, and son-in-law 1o the late
’ emperor Pertinax : the latter hikewise oi cynsular
rank, a great lawyer, and the wealthiest man in
the city. He was sitting with some friends ag
dmner, when the proclamation was pullished :
and being charmed with the prospect of un-
Lounded power, immediately rose from the table
and hastened to the camp. Sulpiciun bad got
there hetore him ; but he being outbid by Idius,
the empite was literally knocked dewn to the
latter for 62250 drachmas to be immediately paid
to each of the pratorian soldiers. From the
cusp he was attended by his new electers inlto
' tle
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the city 5 the whole body of his guards, which
consisted of ten thousand men ¥, Leing vanged
arcund him in such oraer, as il they bad vather
prep «red dor battle than a peaceable ceremony.

U bemg conauceted to the senate-house, he
aduressea e nes seuators who were present in a
ver, caconie speech: ¢ Fathers, you sant an
“Cemgperer, and Lam the fittest person you can
¢ chove © This speeeh bemg backed by the
a. 1y, of necesaty succeeded. The choice of
tie soluiers was confirmed by the sepate; and
D .us was achnowledged emperor, now i the
fif: ;- ~cventh Leur of bis age.

No sooner was he scated on the throne, than
he zave Linelt up to ease and inactivaty, utrerly
reaardless vi the duties of his station, e was
mud and ventle indeed; Rut that avarice by
wlich he became opulent, stli tgllowed Lim m
his eaaltation.  Lr cousequence of tuis, the
soldiers who clectea him, soon began to detest
him; and the people also, against whose consent
he was chosen, were not less inimical.  Whon-
ever he issued from his palace, they openly pour-
el forth their imprecations against him,  Dichus,
however, patiently bore all their reproaches,”
sometinws beckoning to them to approach im,
and testify ing his regard by every hind of submis-
sion.

While Didius was thus contemptucusly treat-
ed at home, two valiant generals, in diflerent
parts of the empire, disclaimed his authority ;
each boldly resolving to contend for the threne,
by the assistance of the troops they commanded.

* The whole sum Didius was to pay for the empire
amountud Lw about two willions of VU MORKY.
These
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These were Pescennius Niger, governor of Sy-
ria ; and Septimius Severus, commander of the
German legions. Niger was beloved by the
people for lis clemency and valour: and the
report of his proposing Pertinax for his model,
and resolving to revenge bis death, gained him
umversal esteem among all ranks. ks army in
Syrid having proclaimed him emperor, he was,
shortly atter, acknowledged as such by all the
kings and potentates in Asia, who sent their am-
bassadors to him as their lawful prince.’Lhe plea-
sure of thus being treated as mouarch, in some
measure retarded his endeavours to secure his ti-
tle. Entircly satisticd with the homage of thuse
about him, ke neglected the opportunities of sup-
pressing his rivals, and gave himself up to feast-
ing and luxury.

The conduct of Severus, an African by birth,
was very different.  Being proclaimed by his
army, he began by promising to revenge the
death of Pertinax, and took upon him his name,
Te next secured the fidelity of all the strong
places in his province, and then resclved, with
the utmost expedition, to march with Lis whole
force directly to Rome. .

Didius, who had disregarded the attempts
of Niger, was greatly alarmed at those” of
Severus. He first, with many solicitations,
procured the senate to proclaim him a traitor 5
and then applied himself to make tle necessary
provisions to oppose him, in which he found no-
thing but disappointment. 'The coborts. that
elected him, were enervated by vico und luxury;
the people detested his cause; and the cities of
Italy had long been disused to the art ot war,
Some advised him to march forward, and mect
Severus, as he was crossing the Alps: others
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were for sending the generms upon that expedi-
tion. ‘The untortunate Didius, unequal to the
tash of empuie, and confounded with the multi-
pliaity of coumsels, at last resolved, with the
concurrence of the senate, to mahe Reverus an
offer of being his partperin the cupive 5 but this
was rejected with eontempt. )

The senate too, percenving the timidity and
weahness ol their present master, began to wban-
don him, declarmy, that he who could not de-
fend the empire, wus unworthy to govern
it. . Didius valy endeavoured to reduce them
to their duty, first by eutreaties, and then hy
threats; but these only served to hasten his de-
struction,  The fathers unanimoudy decreed,
that Didius should be deprived of the cmpire,
and that Severus should be proclaimed in his
stead ; and then they ordered him to be slain.
The messengers sent for this purpose to the pa-
lace, tound Didius unarmed, and weeping wnong
a few friends, who still adhered to his interest.
When thdexccutioners began to prepare for their
fatal -errand, he expostulated with them; con-
cciving that he had o nght to enjoy his pur-
chase fog the natural period of his life, as Le
had been guilty of no crime. The executioners
wére neither able nor willing to enter into the
merits of the cause; rh('_y' presently led him into
the seeret baths of the paluce, and obliging him
to streteh bis neek forward, atter the manuer of
condenmned criminals, struch off his head, and
exposed it where he had foimerly pleaded with
greatsuceess,

Drdius heing thus dispatelied, the senate sent
ambassadors 1o Sevenus, yielding, him obedience,
und granung him the ensigns and the usual titles

' . of
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of cmpire. Severus, who was now about forty-
seven years of age, received them with all proper
Tespect, and entertaining them honourably, con-
tinued his march towards Rome.  As he came
near the city, bis first exertion of power was, to
order all the pretorian soldiers, who had lately
sold the empire, to meet pim. unarmed.  These,
though sensible of their danger, were obliged to
comply, and accordingly came forward, with
branches of laurel, as to welcome his appreach.
Severus, however, was not to be molluied with
this forced submission: he commanded them to
Le instantly stripped of their military habits, des
prived of the name and honour of soldiers, and
bamshed a hundred miles from Rome,  Ile then
entered the ¢ tv in military pomp, tock posses-
sion ot the paluce, and promised the «enate to
conduct himseli with  clemeney and  justice.
However, though he united great vigour with
the most refined pulicy, yet his African cunning
was considered as a particular detecet in his cha-
vacter.  He is celebrated for his wit, learning,
and prudenee; but stigmatised for perfidy and
ciuclty.  In shor, he seemed equally disposed to
the performance of the greatest aets of virtue,
atct the most bloady severities, i
Having settled aftors «t Rome, he made ol
pussible expedition ro march against Niger, wl
was stil considered, and honoured, as emperor
of the East,  Aiter some indecicive conflicts, the
List great battle that was toucht between
these two extraordinury men, was upon “‘195’;
the pluins ot Issus, on the very spot whete
A'exander had formerly conquered D wrivs.  The
tvo artaes enceuntered upon the plain, and the
neigh ouring mountains were covered with » -
nite
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nite numbers of people, who were merely led by
curiosity to become spectators of an engagement
that was to determine the empire of the world,
Severus at last prevailed, and WNiger’s -head
being struck off by some soldiers of the conquer-
ing army, was insultingly carried through the
camp onthe point of a lance.

This victory secured to Severus the possession
of the throne.  However, the Parthians, Persians,
and some other neighbouring nations, took up
arms, under a pretence of vindicating Niger's
cause. The emperor marched against them in
person, had many engagements with them, and
obtained such signal victories, as cnlarged the
empire, and re-established peace in the cast.

In Britain, Clodius Albinus, commander of
the legions, still remained as an object of the
jealousy of Scverus, whom he determined to des-
troy. For this purpose he sent somc assassins

~into Britain, under a pretence of carrying him
letters, but in reality to dispatch him.  Albinus
heing apprised of their designs, prevented their
attempt by recurring to open force, and pro-
claiming himself emperor.  Nor was he without
a powertul urmy to support his pretensions; of,
whicheSeverus being sensible, he bent his whole
force to oppose him. From the east, he con-
tinucd his course across the straits of Byzantium,
to the most western parts of Furope, without
.intermission. Equally regardless of the most
Earching heats, and the most rigorous colds,

e led his soldiers barcheaded over mountains
cdvered with spow. Albinus .informed of his
approach, went to mect him with his forces to
Gaul. Fourtune seemed for some time variable;
but at lust & decisive battle was fought, gene-

rally
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rally rechoned one of the most desperate rée
corded m the Roman history. It lasted from
aorning till night, without any sceming advan-
tage on cither side. At length the troops of Se-
verus began to flee; and he happening to fall
from his horse, the army of Albinus shouted
victory. But, the engagenment was soon renewed
with vigour by Laetus, one of Severus’s comman-
ders,"who came up with a body of reserve, de-
sigmng to destroy both parties, and make him-
self cemperor.  'This attempt, though aimel
cqually against hoth, turned out entirely to the
advantage of Severus. He thegefore again.
charged with such fury and execution, that he
soon plucked the victory trom those who but a
short time before seemed conquerors; and pur-
suing them into the city of Lyons, took Albinus
prisoner, and cut off his head ; treating his dead
body with insults that marked a sunguinaryand
revengeful temper.  All the senators of the party
of Albinus, whe were slain in the battle, he.or-
dered to be quartered; and such as were taken
alive, were immediately executed. -

Having thus, by means o his army, secured
the possx-ssiun of the cmpire ; upon his returm to
Rowme, he loaded his soldiers with rewards and
Lonours ; giving them such privileges as strength-
ened his own power, while they annihilated that
of the state.

Not satistied, however, with an inactive -life, .
he resolved to give way to his natural turn for
conquesty and to oppose his arms against .
the Parthians, who were then invading the “jpg,
tronuiers of the cmpine.  Having there- -
fore committed the domestic policy to one Plavg
tian, to whose daughyg he marvied his so1 Cara-

* oD calla,
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g&lh, le set out for the cust, and prosccuted the
wir with his usual expedition and success.  lie
forced submission frem the king of Armenia,
destroyed several citics in Arabia «Felix, landed
on the Parthian coasts, took and plundered the
famous city Ctesiphon, marched back through
Palestine and Egypt, and at length returned to
Rome in triumph.

During this interval, Plautian, who was left
to direct the affairs of Rome, began to think of
aspiring to the empire himself. e had pre-
vicusly been remarkubly eruel to the Christians ;
and now ke resoived to increase the number of
his crimes by ingratitude and treason, Upon
the emperor’s retuin, he employed a tiibune of
tlte prictotian cohorts, of which he was the com-
maunder, to assassinate him s as likewise his son
Caracalla. The tnbune scemed cheerfully to
undertahe this dongerous office; but instead of
putting it mtu exceution, informed Severus of hiy
favourite’s treachery.  'The emperor at first ro-
ceived it as an improbable tale, and as the ar-
titice of one who cnvied the fortunc of Plaunan;
but the latter huvine been cijoled to furnish evi-
dence against himeelf, he was run through the
body with a sword Ly Caraculla, while humbly '
supphcntnw the p vdon of the eImperor.

Severus, having escaped this danger. spent a
cunxid(-r:xblc time in visiting the cities ot Italy,
and distribulmg Justice with the strictest im-
partiality.  Bemy attentive to the preserva-
tion equally of il parts of the empire, he re-
solved to make an expedition into Britam, where
the Romans were in dunger of being destroy-
ed, or u.mpollcd to abuandon the province.
After appointing his two-sons Curacalle and

Gela,



ROMP. 308

Ceta, joint successors 1 the empire, and takiug
them wich bimy he tanded in buau, and A D
immediately muched ugainst the Caledo- 208, -
nians, who had cruelly harrassed the
Renen setuements, Iu this expediticn, gs¢.
his army suflered prodigious hardships
pursung the coviey, they were obhged to Lew
therr way through mercare terests, o arnn ex-
teasne waashes, and to sorm briadaes over rapil
mmers; so that he lost finy dhicusand men
by fatigue and sichness,  He sunwounted all
these inconveniences with unren :itung ardour 3
and prosecuted his successes with such vigour,
that he compelled  the enemy 1o sue  for
peace; which he granted upon their surreas-
dering a considerabie part of their country,
together with all their aums and military pre-
parations.

Having thus given peace to Biitain, for its
better security, he Lailt that famous wall which
still goes by Lis nume, eatending from the Frith
of Clyder on the west, to the Fiith of Forth, on
the cast. It was ¢ighe feet broad, and twelve
feet high, planted with towers, at a mile dis-
‘tance from cawh other, and commumcatpng by
pipes of brass in the wall, which comeyed in-
structions {rom ene gainson to &nother, with
incredible disputch.  'T'his great work  being
finisked, he retired to York; wheie, pastly
through age wund fatigue, and partly throagh
grief for the irveckumabie lie of Caracally, he
found himself daily_declining, To add to the
distress of his situation, he was informed, that
the soldiers had revolted, and declared his son
cperor.  In this exigenee, he sceaned once more

o recal bis natural vigour; and 1l as he was,
N DD commanded
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commanded his son, with the {r{bunes and cen-
turions, to be brought betore bim.  Though all
were willing to court the tuvour of the young
emperor, such was the authority of Severus,
that none dared to disobey. ‘They appeared he-
forec him confounded and trembling, and im-
plored pardon upon their knees.  Upon whicl,
putting his hand to his head, he eried out,
“ Know, that it is the head that governs, and
“ not-the feet.” However, soon pereciving his
disorder to increase, and sensible that he could
not recover, he began to moralise on his me-
lancholy condition, and ordering his urn to be
brought, in which his ashes were te be inclosed,
¢ Little urn,” said’he, * thou shalt now contain
“ what the world could not coptain.” Then ad-
dressing his friends who stood near him, ¢ When
I took the empire upon me, found it declin-
“ ing, and exhausted : I now leave it strong and
¢ lasting to my sons, if they prove virtuous;
‘¢ but feeble and desperate, if otherwise.” His

_p. Pains now increasing, he called for poison ;

211, which being refused him, he so loaded

his stomach with food, that it soon brought

him to_his end, in the sixty-sixth year of his age,
and the cighteenth of _his reign, in which he had
displayed considerable talents and virtues, mixed
with many blemishes.

His sons, Caracalla and Geta, left joint heirs
to the empire, very early began to shew a mnu-
tual hatred to each other. Their only agree-
ment was in resolving to deify their father; but
soon after each sought to attach the senate and
army to his own particular interest. In dispo-
sition, as well as vicws, they differed extremely :
Caracalla was fierce and cruel to an extreme de-

gree;
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gree ; Geta was mild axd meiciful : so that Rome
soon found the dangerous eficets of being go-
verned by twe princes of equal power wid cun-
trary inclinations.

But this opposition was of no long continu-
ance; for Caracalla, bemng resolved to govern
alone, furiously entered Geta's apartmeni, «nd
followed by rufliuns, slew Lini in his mother's
arms.  Having committed ths frarviende, he fs-
sued with great haste, trom the jaiace, erymng
out, * that his brofher would® have siam hin
and that he was obhged, m self-defence, to jeta-
liate the tended injury.” e then took retuge
among the praztorian cohorts, and, i a pathene
tone, began to mmplere their protection ; and, 1n
order to strengthen his iterest, prossed to be-
stow upon them the largeses mnully given
upon the election of new cmperors. By such
pusumnu, the soldiers were induced 10 pro-
cluim him sole emperor, and to stigmatise the
memory of his brother Geta as a trator, and an
<nemy to the commonwcalth.  The senators
were soon alter prevailed on, either through fa-
vour or fear, to approve of whet had been done
by the ary; and Caracalla, now investgd with
undivided power, rendenng his crime more de-
testable, by the grossest hypocrisy, afiected to
mourn for his brother, and ordered him to be

adored as a god. «

The enormitics of Domitian and of Nero,
were soon cxceeded by this monster.  Lactus,
who first advised him to murdcr his brother, was
the first who fell a sacrifice to his jealousy ; his
own wife, Plautina followed ; and Papinian, the
venowned civiliun, was bebeaded for refusing to

po3d write



306 7 ROME.

write in vindication of his cruelty ; answering
-the empcror’s request, by observing, * that it was
wmuch casier to commit a parricide, than to de-
fend it.” He commanded all governors to be
slain whom his brother had appointed, and de-
stroyed not less than two thousand of his ad-
herems.  Whole nights were spent in the exe-
cution of his bloody decrees; and the dead
budics of people of all ranks, were carried out
of the city in carts, where they were burnt in
heaps without the customary rites.  Upon a cer-
tain occasion, he ordered his soldiers to draw their
swords on a crowded audience in the theatre, ouly
for discountenancing a charioteer, whom he hap-
pened to favour. Percciving himsclf hated by the
people, he publicly declared, ¢ that he could
insure his own safety, though not their love; so
that he neither talucd their reproaches, nor
feared their hatred.

This safety in which he so much cenfided,
was the protection of his soldiers. He had ex-
hausted the treasury, drained the provinces, and
commtied a thousand acts of rapacity, merely
to keep them stedtast in Lis intercsts ; and now
he resolved to lead them upon a visit through

A.p. ll the provinces of the eipire, e first

213, went into Germany, where, to obhge the

natives, ke dressed himeelf in the habit

of the country, Thence, he travelled nto
Macedonia, where he pretended to be a greut
admirer of Alexander the Great; and among
other extravagancies, caused a statue of that
monarch to be made with two faces; one of
which resembled Alexander, and the uther him-
self. He was so corrupted by flattery that be
culird
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called himself Alexander ; and affected the walk
and gesture of that hero. Shortly after, arriving
in Asia Mindr, as he was viewing the tomb of
Achilles, he felt the desire of imitating him in
something : and one of his freedmen happening
to die at that time, he used the same ceremonies
that were performed at the tomb of Patroclus,
Passing from thence into Egypt, he cut off numw-
bers at once, in the amphitheatre at Alesandiia,
only for having passed some jests upon his person
and vices.  The slanghter, indeed, was so great,
that the streams of blood tinged the waters of the
Nile.

Going fromn thence into Svria, he invited Ar-
tabanus, kina ot Parthia, to a confercnee, de-
siring his daughter in nartiage, and promising
him the most honouruble reception.  In conse-
quence of this, that king met him on a spacious
plain, unarmed, and oy attended with a vast
concoutse of his nobles.  Tlus was what Cara-
calla desired. Regardless of s promise, or the
law of nations, he wnstntly survounded him
with armed trocps, let i wild beasts among his
attendants, aid nuude v most ternble shughter
among them, Artabanus him-elf escapitg with
the utmost difiiculty.  For this vile treachery,
Caracalla assumed the surname of Parthicus.

Upon his return to Rome, as it to shew how
far mgenuity in vice and progress in crime ¢could
be carned, he hecame enamoured of the mother
of Geta, and the wife of his father, and pablicly
married -her; totally regardless ot the censures
and the sarcasims of mankind.

However, though he disregarded shame, he
was not inscnsible of fear. He was cver untasy,

in
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in the consciousness of heing universally hated ;
and was continually consulting astrologers eon-
cerning his future desting.  Among others, he
sent one of his confidents, named Maternianus,
with orders to consult all the astrologers m the
city concerning his end. Maternianus considered
this as & proper time to get rid of Macrinus, a
mun of considerable emmence who  was daily
supplanting him in s master’s favour.  le
therefore informed him by letier, as it from the
astrologers, that Mucrinus had o design against
his life ; and they consequently advised i to
put the conspirator 1o death. This - letter,
amonzst many others, happened to be delivered
to the emperor, as he was preparing for a charviot
race. lHowever, as it never was lus custom to
mterrupt his pleasures tor his business, be gave
the pacquet to Macrinuy himself to peruse:
to inform him of the contents when more at
leisure.  When Macrinus came to the letter
which regarded himself, he was unable to con-
tain his surprise and terror ; and, scereting it, set
about concerting in reality what Le Lad been
invidiously accused of, in order to secure hime
self. At length, he unbusomed himself to one
Martial, & man of great strength, and a centu-
rion of the guards, who huted the emperor fram
various motives, particularly for the death of a
. brother, whom Caracalla had erdered to be
slain, Macrinus, therefore, prevailed upon him
to attemnpt the tyrant’s destruction, the very first
favourable opportunity. Accordingly, ‘a8 the
emperor was riding out one day, near e little
city called Carrz, he happened te withdsaw
bimself privately, with only one page to htjlld his
orse.
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horse. Martial eagerly laid hold of the occa-
sion, and running to him hastily, as if he
had been called, gave Caracalla a mortal
. wound in the back. Ilaving performed
this daring deed, Martial, unconcernedly, re-
turned to his troops ; but retiring, by insensible
degrees, he endeavoured to sccure himself by
flight.  His companions, however, soon mis-ing
hun, and the page giving information of what
bad been done, he was pursued and cut in
picces.

During the reign of this execrable tyrant,
which continued six years, the empire was every
day declining. Caracalla destroyed all discipline
among the soldiers, and all subordination in the
state.

. The military, after a suspense of two days, chose
for successor to the empire, Macrinus, who took
all possible methods to conceal his being privy to
Carucalla’s murder. The senate confirmed their
choice shortly after; and likewise that of his son
Diadumenus, whom he took as a partner in the
empire. Macrinus was filty-three years old when
be was invested with the purple: he was of ob-
scure parentage : some say, by birth a Mopr, who
through the mere rotations of office, was now, by
treason and accident, called to fill the throne.
Little is recorded of this emperor, except his
engaging in a bloody though undecided battle
with Artabanus, king of Parthia, who came to
take vengeance of the injury he had sustained in
the late reign; however, this monarch, finding
bis real encmy deud, was content to make peace,
and returned into Parthia. Somecthing is also
said of the severity of Macrinus's discipline : for
to such a pitch of licentiousness was the Romen
. army

AD.

b3 e



310 ROMEP.

army now arrived, that the most gentle inflio~
tions were looked upon as a severity,  Jtwas this
attempt at discipline, however, together with
the artifices of Masa, grandmotlier to Helioga-
balus, the natural son ol Caracalla, that ciaused
the cmperor's ruin.  lelivgabalus was pricst of
a temple dedicated to the Sun, in Emesa, a caty
of Pheenicia, and though but tourteen yearstold,
was greatly loved by the army, tor the beauty
of his person, and the mewory of his tather,
whose indulgence they gratefully remembered.
This was soon perceived by the grandmother,
who being very rich in gold and jewels, gave
likerad presents among them, while they ire-
quently repaired to her temple, both trom the
garrison in the city, and the camp of Macrinus,
This intercourse growing every day more fre-
gjuent, and the soldiers being disgusted with the
severities of Mucrinus, they began to think of
clecting Heliogabalus in his stead. According-
ly, sending for him to their camp, he was im-
mediately proclaimed ; and such were the bopes
of his virtues, that all men began tu espouse his
interest.

Macripus, whe at this time was pursuing his
pleasures at Auntioch, on hearving of the insurrec-
tion, thought it suflicient to send s ieutenant
Julian, with some legions, against the revolters,
However, these, ke the rest, soon declared for
Hecliogubalus, and  slew  their general. On
which Macrinus 1esolved, with his son, to march
direetly against the seditious legions, and foree,
them to their duty. Both parties met on the
confires of Syria; the battle was for some tune
turicus and obstinate ; but at lart Macrinus was
pverthipwn, and obliged to acck safity by ﬂif,lht.

lis
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His principal aim was to reach Rome, where he
knew his presence was desired ; but unfor-,
tunately falling sick at the city of Chalce- 218,
don, his pursuers overtook him there, and . ¢
put bim toudeath, with his son Diadumenus, 9557
after a short and undistinguished reign of

one ycar and two months.

The appointment of the army, as usual, in-
fluenting the decision of the senate and citizens
of Rome, Ieliogabalus ascended the throne
at the age of fourteen; and, as must natu-
rally be expected, was soon surrounded by
flatterers, and entirely directed by biw favourites.
As he is deseribed by historians, he appears a
monster of seucuality 3 his short life, therefore,
is but a tissue of cieminacy, lust, folly, and ex -
travagance. lle marned, in the sall space of
four yvars, six wives, and divorced them all:
he cven assumed the quality of a woman, and
marricd one of his officers; after that, he took
for husband one llicrocles, a slave, whom he
suffered to beat him severely when guilty of any
excess, all which he endured with great patience,
saying, that it was the duty of a wife 10 sub-, . p
mit to her husband,  He built a temple to opg,

"the Sun, and married his divinity to Pallas,
and shortly after to the Moon.  His palace was
a place of rendezvous lor all the prostitutes
of Rome, whum he called his fellow-soldiets,
and companions in the beld.  Ile was so foud of
the sex, that he carried his mother with him to
the wenate-house, and demanded that she should
always Le present when matters of importance
were debated.  He even went so far us to build
a senate-house for women, with suitable orders,
habits, and distinctions, of which his mother

was
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was madc president; but all their debates turn-
ed upon the sashions of the day, and
the different formalitics to be used at giving
and recciving visits. o these follies he ad-
ded great cruclty and boundless prodigality?

lis suppers generally cost six hundred, and
often three - thousand pounds sterling: he al-
ways dressed in cloth of gold and purple, en-
riched with precious stancs, and never wore the
same habit twice; while his palace, his cham-
bers, and his beds, were all furnished with the
richest stuffs, covered with gold and jewels.

Whenever'be took horse, all the way between his
apartment and the place of mounting, was co-
vered with gold and silver dust strewn at his ap-
proach. In short, all his government, actions,
dress, and furniture, testified the extravagant
folly of a vicious boy. Thus he was scen at
one time driving elephants yoked to his cha-
riot; at anothter, mastiff dogs: at one time he
was drawn by lions; at another, by four naked
women. He was so extravagantly whimsical,
that he caused a collection to be mude of ten
thousand pounds weight of spidc.rs, in tes-
timony of the magnitude of the city”. Even,
his guests were invited in the same spirit of
absurdity; thus he gave a feast to eight old
men, eight pald men, cight blind men of one
eye, cight ldme with the gout, cight deaf men,
eight blacks, and eight so fat that they could
scarce sit at the sume table. These were the
tricks of a child, and might pass for harmless
follies, had he not united mulevolence with ev*er)

* According to modern ideas, this would rlther )nve
been a prpof of want of ¢leanliness, *
. tnmrtn;n-
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entertainment. He was often scen to smother.
his guests in rooms filled with roses, and terrify
them by letting loose wild beasts among them,
_previously deprived of their teeth and claws, It
1s even said, he strove to foretel what was to
happen, by inspecting the entrails of young men
sacrificed ; and that he chose the most beautiful
youths throughout Italy, to be slain for that
horrid purpose.

Such excesses were soon perceived by his
grandmother Mwsa, whose intrigues had first
raised him to the throne; and who, ynder a pre-
tence of frecing him from the cares of public
business, persuaded him to adopt his cousin-ger-
man, Alexander, as his successor; and likewise to
make him his partner in the consulship. Helio-
gabilus, however, had scarcely parted with
power before he wished to resume it; but the
virtues of this young prince had sq greatly en-
deared the people and the army to him, that
the attempt had like to have proved fatal to the
tyrant. ‘The pretorian soldiers mutinying, at-
temptred to kill bhim as hé was walking in his
gardens, but he escaped from their fury.  Ilow-

. over, upon returning to their camp, they.comi-
nued the scdifion, requiring that the cmpetor
should 1emove such persons from about him, as
uppressed the subject, and contributed to contfa.-
minate himself. 'They required also the privi-
lege of guarding Alexander themselves; and that
vone of the emperor’s favourites or familiars
should ever be permitted to converse with bim,
Heliogabalus was rcluctantly obliged to com-
ply; and conscious of the danger he was in,
made preparations for death, wheu it should ar-

EE rive,
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rive, in a manner truly whimsical and peculiar,
He built a lofty tower, with steps of gold and
pearl, from whence to throw hiinself headlong
in case of necessity. e also prepared cords of
purple silk and gold, golden swords and dug-
gers, and poison to be kvpt. in boxes of ¢cmerald,
in order to obtain what death he chose best.
Thus tearing all things, but particularly suspi-
cious of the designs of the senate, he banished
them all out of the city. Ile nest attempted
to poison Alexander, and spread a veport of his
death; but pereeiving the soldiers begin to mu-
tiny, he immediately ‘took him in bis chariot to
the camp, where be only experienced a fresh
mortification, by finding all the acclamations of
the army directed to lits successor.

This raised his indignation, and excited his
desire of revenge, which he openly menaced ;
bat the soldiers were unwilling to give him time
t7 put his designs in exccation : they followed
him directly to his palace, and pursued him
from apartment to apartment, till at last he was
found concealed in a privy.  Iaving dragged
him thence through the streets, with the most
bitter mwcnvvs, and then dispatched him, they
um'mptc(l once more to squeeze his pampered
hody into a privy ; but not casily effecting this,
they threw itinto the Tiber, with heavy weights,
that none might afterwards find or give it burial,
Such was the just but ignominious death of 1le-
liogabalus, in the cighteenth year of his age,
after a detestable reign of four years. llis
mother was slain at the same time by the sol-
diers ; as well as many of the opprobrious asso-
ciates of his criminal pleasures,

Alexander
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Alexander being declared  emperor ,
without oppositicn, the seoate, with their gl_;*:
usual adulatipn, were for confernng new
Atitles upon him; but he modestly declined U G-
them all, alleging that titles were only *0
then honourable when given to vittue, not to
station, This cutset was an bappy omen of
his tyture virtues; and tew princes in listory
have been more commended by his  contem
poraries, or indeed more deserved commen-
dation.  To the moest rigid justice he super-
added the greatest humanity,  He lovad the
goad, and was a severe reprover of the lewd
and infamous.  His secomphishments were equat
to his sirtues: he sas an excellent nathema-
tictan, geometrician, and musician; he  was
cqually shiltul in painting and sculpture ; and
in poctry, few o his tme could cqual him,  Ip
short, such were his taients, aud such the sp-
lidity ot Lis juogment, that, thiough hut sixteen
years old, be Lad all the prematire wisdom of
age,
The first part of his 1eign was spent in a we-
formation ot the abuses ot Lis prececesser; par-
rhicularly juorestorng the senators o their jank
and mftuence.  Among the, number ot his ads
visers, was his  mother DMuumas, a woman
cminent for her virtges .apd: accomphshimengs,
and who made use o her power w well w we-
cure her son the afiectuens of lus subjects, 2 to
vocure them the most just  aduanistration,
Among his mimsters o state, the principal
were, Ulplan the celebrated lawyer, and Saa
binus the senator, denominated the Cato ot las
time.  Mentt only was the passport to his pro-
tection ; por would he permnt olfices or pluccb to
E L2 © Lbe
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be purchased for money: observing, ¢ I cahnot
“ bear to see merchants in authonty ; if I tirst
‘“ allow them to be such, I cannot after con-
“ demn their conduct: for how could 1 punish _
“ the person who sold, when I permitted him
“to be a buyer.” He was therefore a rigid
punisher of such magistrates as took bribes,
saying, ‘“ that it was not enough to dcprlvcfsuch
of their places; for their trusts bemg great,
their lives in most cascs ought to pay for a
breach of their duty.” On the contrary, he
thought he could never sufficiently reward such
as ha d been remarkable for their justice and in-
tegrity, keeping a register of their names, and
sometimes asking such of them as nppcarcd
modest and unwiling to approach him, why
they were so bachward in demanding their re-
ward? and why they suffered him to be in their
debt ?

His clemency extended even to the Ch-istians,
who had been pumshed in the former re.gn with
unrelenting biarbanty. Upon a contest between
them and a company of couks and vintners,
about a piece of ground, which the one clz uned
as a place of public worship, and the other for
exercising their respective trades, he decided the
point by his rescript, in these words : *¢ It is bet-
*¢ ter that God be worshipped there in any man-
 ner, than that the place shoukd be put 10 uses

- ¢ of drunkenness or dehauchery.”

His abilities in war were not inferior to his
assiduity in peace. The empire, which, from
the remissness and ebauchery of the preceding
reigns, now began to be attacked on every side,
wanted a person of vigour and conduct to de-
fend it; and it found one in Alexander, who

faced
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faced the enemy wherever the invasion was most
formidable, and, for a short time deferred its
ruin, His first expedition, in the tenth | )
yeur of his reign, was against the Par- “agy)
thians and Persians, whom he opposed
with a powerful army. I regulanty and dis-
cipline were things almost unknown among the
debauched soldiery @ his camp resembled a well-
regulated city 5 his soldiers were well clothd
and armed ; gnd his cuvaley properly mounted,
as in the best tmes of Rome. s own manger
of hiving was hike that of the meancst sentinel 5
wherever he dined or supped, he sat with his
tent open, that all men nught be withesses of
lis  abstemiousness.  Success against the enemy
was the rewapd of so much military virtue, 'Lhe
Persians were 1outed 1moa deeisive engagement
with great slaughter; the cities of Clesiphon
and Babylon were onee more taken, and the
Roman  empire vestored  to its former limits,
Upon his return to Antioch, his mother Mam-
mxa sent for the fmuous Origen to ke instructed
by him in the primciples of Christianity : and
atter discoursing with him lor some time ypon
the subject, diznnssed him with a proper safe-
wuard to his native aity of Alexandri Apout
the same time that  Alexander was victoriogs in
the cast, Furius Celeus, his general, obtained a
signal victory over the Mauritanians, in Africa 3
Varius Macrinus wits successful in Gerniany ;
and Junius Palmatus returned with conquests
from Armncnia. Ilowever, the number of. these
victories only hastened the decline of the em-
pire, which was wasted by the exertion of its re-
maining strength, and was now becoming little
more than a splendid ruin.

EL3 About
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About the thirteenth year of his reign, the
Upper Germans and other northern nations be-
gah to pour down immense swarms of people
upon the moure southern parts of the empire.
They passed the Rhine and the Danube with such
fury. that all Italy was thrown into the utmost
consternation. The emperor, ever ready to ex-
pose lus person for the safety of his people, marehed
to stem the torrent, which he speedily effected.
In the course of these successes, however, he was
cut off by & mutiny among his own soldiers,
The legions encamped about Moguntia, having
been abominably corrupted during the 1eign of
Heliogabalus, and trained up in all kinds of
rapine and disobedience, 1equired the-most strict
command. Alexandér eould neither endure their
tumultuary service, nor they his regular diser-
pline. Maximin, an old and experienced com-
mander, hoping to profit by their discontents,
beld frequent conterences with the soldiers, and
inflamed the sedition. At length, being deter-
mined to have a new master, they sent an ex-
ccutioner into the emperor’s tent, who imme-
diately struck off lis head 5 and, shortly after,
that of his mother. He died in the twenty ninth
year of his age, after a glorious reign of thirteen
years, which, from his virtues, deserved to have
been protracted to a much longer perind.,

CHAP
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" CHAP. XXI.

The Reigns of Maximin, Pupienus and Balbinus,
Gordian, Philip, Dacms, Galtes, Valerian, Ga-
lienus, Claudius, Aurelian, Tacitus, Probus, (¢~
rus, Dioclesiau, c 0nstan!ius, and Galerius,

HE tumults occasioned by the death of

Alexander, being appeased, Maximin, who
had been the chief prom¥er of the sedition, was
chosen emperor.  This extraordinary man was
born of very obscure parentage, being the son,
of a poor herdsan in Thrace.  Early in lite he
followed his father’s humble profession, and
valy exercised his personal strength against the
robbers who infested that part of the countrs,
Soon after, his ambition increasing, he culisted.
in the Roman army, where he soon became re«
markable for his great strength, discipline and
courage. He was no less than eight feet apd
a halt high, and his form corresponded to Ris
size, he being not more remarhable for the mag-
nitude, than the symmetry of Lis person,  Ilis
strength was so great, that he was able to draw'a
carringe which two oxen could not move: he
could strike out a horse’s teeth, with a blow of |
his fist ; and break its thigh with a kick. 1le ge-
nerally ate forty pounds weight of flesh every
day,and drank six gallons of wine, without com-
mitting any debauch in either.  With a frame
20 .trhlenc, he was possessed of a mind un-
duunted sud independent.  lle was firsg no~



320 ROME, .
ticed when the emperor Severus was celebrating
gamcs on the birth-day of his son Geta. Max -
min, at that tiv'e a rude countryman, requested
the emperor to be permitted to contend for the
prizes which were distributed to the best run-
ners, wrestlers, and boxersof the army. Severus,
unwilling to infringe the military disciplive,
wowld not perinit him at first, as he was o
Thracian peasant, to combat, except with slaves,
against whom his strength appeared astonishina.
He overcame sinteen in runuing, one atter the
other: he then kept up with the emperor on
horseback: and ]mvdg tatigued him in the
course, he was oppused to seven of the most
active soldiers, and overcame them with the

greatest ease,

From that time he was particularly favoured,
and taken into the cmperor’s body guard, m
which his assiduity and prompt obedience were
particularly remarhable. In the reign of Cara-
calla he was made a centurion, and distingurshed
himself in that station by his strict attention to
the morals and discipline of his company.  When
made & tribune, he still retained the hardy sim-
plicity of his life ; cat as the meanest centinel ;
spent whole days in exercising the troops ; and
would sometimes wrestle with ¢ight or ten of the
strongest men in the army, whom he threw
.with scarccly any effort. laving thus become
one of the most remarkable men in the em-
pire, for courage, disciplige, and personal ac-
tivity, be géve shortly a very high in-
stance ot his unshahen fideé@ty : for when Ma-
crinus was made emperor, he refused ¢o serve
undex a priace wio had Letrayed his sovercign,
and retired™o Thracce, his pative country, whehre
(]
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be followed commerce. Upon the accession of
Heliogabulus to the throne, this bold veteran
once more joined the army ; but being very
soon disgusted at the basc effeminacy of the
emperor, he then left the cuuet.  Heliogabalus
befng eut oty he agiin retuined to Rome, and
was reccived with grea kindness by Alexander,
who  particularly recommended him to the se-
nate, and made him commander of a legion of
new r..ed soldiers.  Maximin gladly accepted
of this charge, and pertormed his duty with
great exactness and saccess, sett'ng an example
of virtue and discipline te.all the commanders of
the army. Nor was his valour less apparent
against the Germans, whither he was seut with
his legion; so that he was unanimcusly con-
sidered as the boldest, bravest, most valiant, and
most virtuous soldier in the whole empire: gua-
lities and titles which he soon forfeited, when he
was clevated to a throne.

Having assuined the purple, he began im-
mediatcly to extort obedience from every rank
of people, and to vindicate his authorityf by
violence. The senate and people of Rome were
the first that incurred his resentment, as they
utterly refused to confirm the clection of the
army; so that he was the first emperor who
reigned without their concurrence or approba-
tion. Iowever, he scemed regardless of their .
opposition, proceeding to securc his power by
putting to ‘death all who had been raised by
his predecessor. The Christiens also, who- had
found favour in théformer reign, felt the weight
of hit resentment, and were persecuted in several
parts of the empire. His cruelty likewisc ex-
tended to the rich, whose lives and estates be-

: came
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came & frequent sacrifice to avarice snd suspi-
cion. But what reflects eternal disgrace on
bis mcmory, is his commanding, his carly
friends, and the friends of his parents, to
be slain, that the meonness of his extraction
might be the better concealed,

However, his cruelties did not retard his mi-
litary operations, which were carried on witk a
spint becoming a better monarch. He overthrew

the Germans in several battles, wasted
236. their country with fire and sword tor
four hundred miles together, and formed
a resolution of subduing all the northern nations
as far as the ocean. In these expeditions, to
attach the soldiers more firmly to him, he in-
creased their pey; and in every duty of the
camp, be himself took as much pains as the
meanest scntinel in his army.  Wherever the
conflict was hottest, Maxinun was always scen
fighting there in person, and destroying all bes
fore him : for, according to the notions in which
he had been bred, he considered 1t as his duty tq
combat as a common soldicr, while he com-
‘manded as a general.

In the wean time, his cruelties had so alienated
the mind® of his subjects, that several conspi»
Tacies were secrctly ained against him. Mag-
nus, a copsular person, and some others, had
plotted to break down a wooden bridae, as soon
ab theemperor should have passed it, and thus to
abandonm him to the encmy, But this being dis-
covered, gave Maximin ap opportunity of in-
dulging his naturel severity ; “and he, upon this
pretext alone, caused wbove four thousand , to be
slain. Shortly after, some of Alexander's ve-
teran soldicrs withdrawing themselves from the

camp,
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camp, proclaimed ‘one Quarcianus as cmperor,
whom, in fuct, they had constrained to accept
of the dangerous superiority to which he was
exposed. But, the person who had been the
promoter of his advancement, murdered him in
his bed, and carried Ins head to Maximin, who
received him kindly at first, but soon put him to
a cruel but just death.

"These partial insurrections were soon after fol-
lowed by u spuit of general discontent through-
out the empire. The provinces of Africa were
the first that shewed their detestation of the
tyrant, whose extortions and cruelties among
them had become insupportable.  They first
slew his progurator, and afterwards, reflecting
on their danger, resvlved to throw oft all ex-
pectations ot pardon, and create a new emperor.
Gordian was then pro-consul of Africa, a person
of great fame for his virtues, and greatly reve-
renced for a bluneless life of near eighty years;
and him they determined to elect.  Gordian, at
first, utterly refused their offer, alleging his tx-
tréme age, and Maximin’s power; but all his
opposition was vain; they forced him to accept
the proficred dignity, and he, with his son Gor-
dian, who was forty-six years of age, were de-
clared emperors, Being thus raised, contrary
to his inclinations, the old man immediately
wrote to the senate, declaring that he had un-
willingly accepted the empire, and would only
keep his authority till he had freed it from the
tyranny of his present oppressor. The senate
very joyfully confirmed his clection, adjudging
Muximig an enemy and traitor to the staté. The
citizens fhewed equal zesl in thecause; they flew

upon
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upon such as were cven tht reputed friends of
Maximin, and tore them in pieces. The senate
now resolved to drive their opposition to the ex~
treme; and accordingly made all necessary pre-
parations for their sccurity, ordered Maximin's
governors to be displaced, and commanding all
the provinces to acknowledge Gordian for empe-
ror. This injunction was differently received
in dificreut parts, as people were aftected to one
or the other party. In some provinces the gover-
nors were slain; in others, the messengers of the
senate; so that all parts of the empire felt the
consequenices of the civil war.

When Maximin was informed of this revo-
lution, his rage gppeated ungovernable. lle
roared like a suvaue beast, and violently struck
his head aganst the wall, shewing every mstance
of ungovernable distraction. At length, his
fury bheing somewhat subsided, he ealied  his
whole army together; and, wm a set speech, ex-
horted them to revenge his cuuse, giving them
the strongest assurances, that they should possess
the estates of all such us had offended. The
soldgers unanimously promised to be faithful ;
they received s haranguce with their usual accla-
wations , and, thus encou aged, he led them to-
wards Ronw, breathing nothing but slaughtcr
and r vonge. MHowever, he found many ob-
stacles to his impetuosity ; from the disorderly
wenduct of his anny, awdi the hatred of the cities
thiough which he pawed, the inhabitants all
abundoning their houses upon his approach, and
concealing tueir rovisions. . Yet, under this com-
plication of inconveulences wnd misfortgpes, bis
attairs began to wear o favosrable sppedfance in
Africa;

-
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Africa; for Capelisnus, the govenor of Nu-
midia, raised a body of troops in his favour,
fought the younger Gordian, slew him, and de-
stroyed his .army. The father hearing of the
death of his son, together with the loss of the
battle, strangled himself in his own girdle; and
Capelianus, pursuing his victory, entered Car-
thage, where he gave a loose to pillage and
slaughter, under a pretence of revenging the
cause of Maximin. The news of these successe:.
was soon brought to the emperor, who now in-
creased his diligence, and flattered himself with
a specdy opportunity of revenge; while nothing
could exceed the consternation of the senate
at this conjuncture. They now saw themselves
not only deprived of the agsistance of Gor-
dian and his son, on whom they greatly re-
lied, but also opposed by two formidable tyrants,
each commanding a victorious army, directly
marching towards Rome, and meditating nothing
but vengeance. In this afflicting exigence, they
assembled with great solemuity, at the temple of
Jupiter, and after the most mature deliberation,
chose Pupienus and Balbinus emperors conjointly.
‘I'hese were men who had acquired the esteem of
the public both in war and peace, having com-
manded armies and governed provinces with
great reputation; and being now appointed fo
oppose Maximin, they made what levies th:‘z
could, both in Rome and the country. Wi
these, Pupienus marched to stop the progress of
the invaders, leaving the city to a fresh and un~
looked-~for calamity, occasioned by two of Maxi-
min’s soldiers being slain in the senate house.
The death of these men quickly gave offence ‘to
the body of the pratorian soldiers, who instantly
ROME, =11, FE resolved
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resolved to take revenge, bt were opposed by
the ditizens; sothat m)lhmg was seen t roughmlt
Rorae but thmult, slaugbter, and rage. In this
uriversai contusion the calamity was increased,

by tic soldiers setting the city on fire, while the
wretc hed iubabitants wre combnting each other
in the midst of the filnmes,

Maximin himself, in whose favour thése
sedit ons were premeted, did not scem to be
more fortunate.  Upon being informed of the
new c'ection of emperers, his fury was again
renewdd, and he passed the Alps, entering Italy,
expecting to vefresh his fatigued and famished
army i that fertile part of the country.  But
m this he was cntirely disappointad;  the se-
naie had taken such care to remove all kinds
of suctenance tu fortified places, that he stll
found himself in his foriner necessities, while
bis army besan to murmur tor want.  To this
ancther disappointment was added shortly after;
for apyroacting the aity of Aquileia, which he
expeeted to enter withont any difficulty. he was
astontsb-ed to find it prepaved for the most ob-
stinate vesistance, and resolved to hold out a re-
gular sicge. under two evcellent generals, Cris-
picus, and Menophilus, who had so well furnish-
ed it with men and ammunition, that Maximin
found no «mall resistance, even in investine the
place.  1lis first attempt was to take the city by
storm ; but the besieged threw down such quan-
tities of scalding pitch and sulphur upon his
soldicrs, that they were unable tb continne the
assault, He then determined upon a blockade;
but the inhabitants were so resolute, that cven
the old men and children were seen combating
upon the walls, while the women cut off their
. -hair,
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bair, to furnish the soldiers with bow-strings,
Maximin’s rage, at this unexpected opposition,
knew no boynds: having no cuemy to wreak his
vengeance upon, he turned it against his owp
commanders; many of whom Le put to death,
as it the city had held out through ther negleet
or incapacity.  Nothing now appeared on eiuler
side to decile the contest, excent the total de-
struction of one of them; but a mutiny in Maaie
min’s own army, forsome tuue re.cued the de-
clining empire trom destruction, and saved the
lives of thousands. The soldiers lony Luvassed
by tamine and fatigue, and heuring of revolts en
every side, resolved to terwianate theiv calann-
ties by the iyrant's death. 1is great strength,
and veing alaays armed, were, at urst, the prin-
cipal reasons to deter any from  assassiuating
him; but at lengtl. having made his g guardsA
accomplices thcn desig iy thcy set upon 038,
him, while he slept at noon in us tent, and
slew both bine and lus sou, whom he hady, g,
made bis pariner in the cmpice, without gp- 93,
pusition, wnd threw their bodies to the dogs.
Tuus died this very remerhable wman, wter a
bloody reign of avout three years, and u the
siaty-hiti year of lhis age.  IThs d\‘:l(]m!y wbpn
in w huwole station, and his crucity when gn
power, scrve to evince thut there are some m;n
whose virtues are fitted {or abscunity, as there gre
others who only shew themselves gieat whcn-
placed in an exalied station,, ;

Pupicnusand Balbinus continue d {or some time
to, dischargg the duties of their swtion, without
opposition; Lut the praterian soldicis, who bad
lung been notorious for mutiny aud treason, so.n

Fr2 resulved
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-resolved on farther change Nor did the dis-
sensions between the new-made emperors them-
selves a little contribute to their downfal; for,
though both were remarkable for wisdom and
&ge, yet they could not restrain the mutual jea-
lousy of each other’s power, Pupienus claimed
the superiority from his great experience; while
Balbinus was equally aspiring, upon account of
his family and fortune.

In this ill-judged contest, the prictorian soldiers,
who were the enemis of both, set upon them in
their palace, at & time when their guards were
amused with seeing the Capitoline games. Pu-
picnus, perceiving their tumultuous approach,
sent with the utmost speed, for assistance from
his colleague; but he, out of u culpable sus-
picion, that something was designed ugainst hime
self, refused his aid till it was too late. 'Thus,
the seditious soldiers found casy access to the
apartments of both, and dragging them from the
palace towards the camp, immediately dispatch-
ed them, leaving their dead bodies in the streets.

In the midst of this sclition, as the mutineers
were proceeding along, they met by accident
Gordian, the grandson of him who was slain in
Africa,' and declared him emperor on the spot.
The senate and people had been long reduced to
the necessity of suffering their emperors to be no-
minated by the army, so that all they could do,
in the present instance, was to confiim their
choice. This prince was no more than sixtcen
years old when he began his reign; but, his vir-
tues seemed to compensate for his want of expe-
rience. His principal aims were, to unite the
opposing members of the government, and to

reconcile
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reconcile the soldiers anu wiuzens to each ou. -
His lcarning is said to huve been equal to his
virtues; ang we are assured that he had sixty-
two thousand books in his library. s respect
for Misithzus, his governor and instructor, was
such, that be wmarried bis daughter, and proned
by his counsels, in all the enucal circumstances
of his reign,

'The first four years of this emperor’s reign
were attended with the utmost prospenty ; but
in the fifth, he was alarmed with accounts trom
the Last, that Sapor, king of Persia, Lad fu-
riously invaded the contines of the Roman em-
pire, and having taken Antioch, had pillaged
Syria, and all the adjacent provinces. ‘The
Goths also invaded the empire on their side,
pouring down like an inundation from the north,
and atteinpung to fix thair residence m the king-
dom of Thrace. 'T'o oppose both these mvasions,
Gordian assembled an army; and having gained
some victories over the Goths, wliom he obliged
to 1etire, he turned his arms against the Persians,
whom ke also defeated, and lorced to return
home with disgrace, In obtaining these advans
tages, Misithaus, whom he hud made pratonun
prafect, had the prmcipal share; his avisdom
directed to success, and nis courage insured it
But he dying soon after, as it is supposed of
puisun, administered by Philip, an Arabian, who
was appointed lus suceessor, the tortunes ol Gor- -
dian changed. The army began to be no longer
supplied with provisions as ususl; marmurs were
heard to preyail, and these were arttully foment-
cd by Philip. Things thus proceeded frow bLud
to worse: Philip was, at first, made equal 1 the
command of the empirc; shortly aftor, he was

33 | . invested
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*invested with the sole power. And, he, at length,
finding himself capable of perpetrating his long-
- meditated cruelty, Gordian was slaiu by his order,
in the twenty-sccond year of his age, after a.
successful reign of nearly six years, in which he
had done much to merit respect, and little to de-
‘serve censure.
Philip having thus dispatched his be-
A.D. P 1§ thus AT .
244. nefactor, was immediately acknowledged
v. ¢, emperor by the army, when about forty
990, years of age. The scmate also, though
they seemed at first to oppose his power,
confirmed his election, and gave him, as usual,
the title of Agustus. Upon his exaltation,
he associated his son, a boy of six years of age,
as his partner in the empire; and, in order
10 secure his power at home, made peace with
the Persians, and marched his army towards
Rome. On his way, having conceived a desire
to visit his native country of Arabia, be built
there a city ealled Philippopolis ; and thence
returning to Rome, he was teceived as emperor,
and treated with all the marks of submission
though not of joy. To put the people in good
humour, he caused the secular games to be cele-
brated; with a magnificence superior to that of any
of his predecessors, it being just a thousand yeurs
from the building of the city. Upon occasion of
thesc games, it is said, that both Philip and his
scn were converted to Christianity; but a mur-
‘derer, as well as an ungrateful usurper, can do
little honour to any faith.

From the wretched and mutitated histories of
the times, we further lcarn that the Goths, re-
newing their invasions, Marinus, Philip’s lieu-
tenant, who was sent agginst them, revolted, and

caused

-
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caused himself to be declared emperor. This
detection, however, was but of short daration :
for the army vhich bad rased him, repenting of
their rashness, depused and put him to death,
Decius was appormted by Philip to command the
army which had been guilty of this revolt. He
was a man of greatsubulty ; and being thus en-
trusted with so much power, upon arriving at-
the arimy, found that the soldiers were resolved
to invest him with supreme authority. IHe,
theretore, seemed to suffer their importunities,
as if through coustraint ; and, in the mean tine,
made professions to Philip, that he had unwil-
lingly assumed the title of emperor, the Geiter
to secure 1t to the rightful possessor ; adding, that
he only looked for a convenient opportunity of
giving np his pretentions and title together,
Phihp, however, knew mankind too well to be
cajoled by such artifices: he therefore got to-
gether what forces he could, from the scveral
provinces, and led them f{urward towards the
confines of Italy. But, this army was scarcely
arrived at Verona, when it revolted in favoer
of Decius, and it setting violently upon Philip.
one of the sentinels at a blow clef his head in
twain. *

Such was the descrved dceath of Philip, in the
forty-fifth year of his age, aftera reign of abotit
five years. :

Theactivity and wisdom of Decius, who A *c .
met with no oppositionin his claims, seem- gg97"
ed in some mensurc to stop the hastening -
decline of the Roman empire. The-senate thought
so highly of his merits,that they voted him not in-
feriar to Trajan; and indeed he secmed, in every
instance to consult-their dignity in pmieuhr,?hd
. . e
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the we'fare of all the micrior ranks of people
Awong other concessions, he peimutted them to
elect a censor, £:s was the customn in the flourish-
Jing times of Rome; and Valcrian, his general,
a man of such strict morals, that his life was said
to be a contimual censorship, was chosen to that
dignity.

But no virtues could now prevent theapprqach-
ing downfal of the state; the obstinate disputes
between the Pagans and the Christians within the
cmpire, and the unceasing irruptions of barbarous
nations from without, enfeebled it ‘beyond the
power of a remedy. To check these, as it was
vainly hoped, a furious persccution of the
Christians, who were now the most numcrous
body of the people, was begun; in which thou-
sands were put to death, and all the arts of cru-
elty ineffectually tried to lessen their growing
nambers.

"This impolitic and unjust persecution was suc-
cecded by a drcadful devastation from the Goths,
particularly in Thrace and Maesia. These ir-
ruptions Decius went to oppose in person, and
coming to an engagement, slew thirty thousand
of the. barbarians in one battle. At length
he was led, by the treachery of Gallus, his
own geneial, into a defile, where the king of
the Goths had secret information to attack him.
In this -disadvantageous situation, Decius first
saw his sop killed with an arrow, and soon after
his whole army totally put to the rout; and
then, in-an’agony of despair, he put spurs to
his -horse, and instantly plunging into a quag-
mire, was swallowed up. He died in the fiftieth
year of his age, after a short reign of two years
and six months, leaving the character of an ex-

cellent

»
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tellent prince, had he been called to power in
happier times. “

The treacherous Gallus had sufficient , .,
address to get himself declared emperor ‘9517 .
by that part of the army which survived c
the defeat he had occasioned 5 and his title 1go4
was acquiesced in by senate and people.
He was forty-five years old when he began to
reign, and was descended from an honourable
family in Rome. Ile was the first who bought
a dishonourahle peacc from the enemies of the
state, agreeing to pay a considerable annual tri-
bute to the Goths, to purchase their forbearance.
Having thus obtained a short remission from
war, by the disgrace of his country, he 1eturned
to Rome, to give a loose to his pleasures, regard-
less of the duties ot his station.

Nothing can be more deplorable than the st
of the Roman provinces at this period. 'l
Goths, and other barbarous nations, not satisfied
with their late bribes to  continue in peace,
rushed like a torrent upon the castern parts of
Furope. On the other sde, the Pergians and
Scythians committed unheard of ruvages in Me-
sopotamia and Syria. ‘T'he emperor, 1egardless
of every national calamity, was lost in debauch
and sensuality at home ; and the Pagans were
perimitted to persecute the Christians without res
straint. These calnmuties were succeeded by &
dreadful pestilence, which scems to have spread
over every part of the carth, and centinned raging
for several yenes: and. as il these wecumuinted ijis
had not be n cucual, o civil war fuflowed short-
ly after, betv.cen Gallus and his geneval Fmi-
hanus, who haing paned a victery aver the
Goths, was proclumed cinperor, by ms conguer-

ng
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- quering army.  Gallus, hearing this, soon rous-
ed from the intoxicution of pleasure, aud pre-
Jpared to oppose his dangerous rival.. Both armies

. met in Masia, and a battle cnsued, in which
Zmilianus was victoious, and Gallus, with his
son, were sluin. He died in the forty-seventh
year of his age, after a disgraceful reign of two
years and four months, in wiuch the empire suf-
fered inexpressible msery,

Amihus, after his victory over Gal-
lus, expected to be proclaimed empeiors
but the senate relused to acknowleape
his claims ; and an army which was stationed
near the Alps, chose Vaulerian, their own com-
mander, to succeed to the throne. In conse-
quence of this, .Emilianus’s soldiers began to
consider their general as an obstacle to the uni-

ﬁd tianquillity, and slew him to avoid the
gch

'A.D.
253.

iefs ot a civil war, ’

." Valerian being thus universally acknowledg-
ed as emperor, though at the age ot seventy,
sct about reforming the state with a spirt that
.scemedggo mark a good mind and unabated
-vigour, ~ But reformation was now almost im-
practicable: the disputes between the  Ya-
gans ‘and Chuistians  divided the empire as
before ; and a dreadiul persecution of the latter
eusued. The northern nations overrdn the Ro-
man dominions in a more formidable manner
than ever; and the empue began to be usurped
by a multitude of petty leaders, each of whom,
negleeting the general interest ot the state, set
up tor himselt.  To add to these culamities, the
Persians, under their king Sapor, invaded Syria,
and coutiing into Mesopotaniia, took the untor-
tunate Valerian prisoner, as he was muking pre-
parations
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parations to oppose them. Nothing can exceed
the indigmities, as well as the cruelties, which °
were practised upon this unhappy monarch, in
his captivity, Bapor, we are told, always used
him as a footstool for mounting his horse; and
adding the bitterness of ridicule to his insults;
usually observed, ¢ that such an avtitude was the
best statue that coula he erected in honour of his
victawy.”  This horrid lite of insult and sufier~
ance continued jor sgven years, and was at length
terminated, by the cruel Persian’s commanding
his prisoner’s eyes to be pluched out, and afier-
wards causing hin to be flead alive, when his
shin was dyed red, and exposed in a temple, to
the ignominy of the Roman name, and the eter-
nal disgrace of Sapor.

No sooner had Valerian been taken
prisoner, when Galienus, his son, promis- g9 °
ing to revense the insult, was chosen em- -
peror, being then about forty-one years ofd.
However, he soon discovered that he soupht ra-
tl.er lus own gratification than the libeiation of
his father, or toils of empire; for, after having
overthrown Ingenuus, who had assumed. the title
of cmperor, he sat down, as if fatigued with
conquest,and gave himself up to ease'and luxury;
While the empire was afflicted thronghoht with
pestilence and famine; while the Germans over-
ran Rheaetia; while the Allemans wasted Gaal;
while the Goths, the Quadi, and Sarmatims,l
poured fourth from their forests, and carried de-
solation every where, Galienus remained in the
utmost tranquillity at Rome, inventing .new
pleasures, bathing among prostitutes, and divert-
dng himsel{ among mumics, paragites, and buf-

_foons, When informed of the 10ss of his. pro-
* . Viﬂce!,



vin&es, or the calamities of the state, he usually
answered with & jest; and in a short tine his
own power was little more than a mere mock-

Indeed, no less than thirty pretenders were
seen contending with cach other for the do-
minion of the state, and adding the calamitics
of civil war to the rest of the misfortunes of this
devoted empire. These are generally known in
history by the name of the Thirty Tyrants. His-
torians are divided as to their number, names,
and pretensions; it only appears, in the ill-di-
gested accounts of these times, that they were
not all contemporary, but succeeded each other
whenever they found opportunity of asserting
their pretensions, It will be needless to dilate
upon accounts and characters, that have nothing
very remarkable to preserve them from oblivion
ypr are their names worthy of being recorded.

" Suffice it to remark, that a state, hurrassed by
such a number of clashing interests, and hostile
armies, was in the most dreadful situation; and
accordingly we find through all parts of the em-
pire, nothing but rapinc, murder, and deso-
lation; the government, like a mighty ruin,
dropping by peace-meal on the heads of those it
was originally raised to protect, and threatening
every moment universal destruction. In this
general calamity, Galienus, though at first seem-
ingly sensible, was, at length, obliged, for
his own private sccurity, to take the field, and
led an army to besiege the city of Milan, which
had been taken by one of the thirty usurping
tyrants. It was there he was slain by his-own
soldiers, through the intrighes of Martian, who
had conspived against him, Th
. .

-l



ROWE— -

The death of Galienus gave satisfac-

. ! ! ' A.D.
tion to all, except his soldicrs, who gy
hoped to reap the reward of their trea-
chery in the plunder of Milan. Being ;L:x
frustrated in these expectations, and,
in some measure, kept within bounds, by the
largesses of Martian, they nominated Flavius
Claudius emperor, and his title was joyfully con-
firmetl by the senate and the people.

Of the parentage and country of Claudius,
nothing is certainly known; but whatever they
might be, his merits were by no means doubtful.
lle was a man of great valour and conduct,
having performed the most excellent services
against the Goths, who had long continued to
make their irruptions into the empire. He was
now about filty-five years old, equally remnark-
able for the strength of his body and the vi-
gour of his mind ; he was chaste and temperate,
a rewarder of the good, and a scvere punisher
of such as transgressed the laws. Thus endow-
ed, he in some measure arrested the decline of
the empire, and, seemed to restore a portion of
the glory of Rome.

This first success, upon being made emperor,
was aguinst Aureolus, an usurper of the em-
pire, whom he defeated near Milan. His next
expedition was to oppose the Goths, agaisst
whom he led a very numerous army, These
barbarians had made their principal and mest
successful irruptions into Thrace and Mace-
donia, swarmed over all Greece, and had p{l-
laged the famous city of Athens, long-the
school of the polite arts to the Romans them-
sclves, The Goths had no veneration for
sbese  embellishments, that tend to wsoften

‘ @G . and



and humanise the mind, but destroyed all monu-
ments of taste and learning with the most sa-
vage alacrity. It was upon one of these occa-
sions, that hauving heaped together a lurge pile
of books, in order to burn them, one ol their
commanders dissuaded them from the design,
alleging, ¢ that the time which the Grecians
wasted on bouks, rendered them the less fit for
war.”  Not only in Greeee, butin almost every
quarter, the empire scemed to totter on its
basc. At the same time, above three hundred
thousand of the IHeruli, the Trutangi, the Vu-
turg, and many nameless and uncivilized na-
tions, came down the river Danube, with two
thousand ships, fiaught with men and ammu-
nition, spreading terror and devastation on every
side.

In this state of univeysal dismay, Claudius
alone seemed to continue unshalen. e march-
ed his disproportioned army aguainst the savage
invaders, and though but ill-prepared for en-
gaging with them, he came off victorious, and
made incredible slaughter of the enemy.  The
whele of their army were either cut to pieces or
taken prisoners; houses were filled with their
arms, .and scarcely was there a province of the
empire that was not furmshed with slaves, from
those that survived the defeat.

These successes were followed by many others
in different parts of the empire; so that the
Gotbs, for a considerable time, made but a
feeble opposition,

Some time after, Clawdine marched against the
revolted Germans, and overthrew them with
considerable slaugh.tei.  1lis last expedition was
to oppose Tetricus and Zenobia, bis two most

powerlul
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powerful rivals in the efupire. But, on his march,
as he upproached near toe city Strimum, inPan-
nout, he W s seized with a pestiential fever, of
which he died in a few duys, to the gecat regret
of his subjects, and the wceparable loss of the
Roman Emgpire.  His reign, woich was not of
quite two yea's continnance, wis active and suc-
cessful; and such 1s the character given of him
by histortans, that he is said to have united in
himself, the¢ moderation of Augustus, the valour
of Trajan, and the piety of Antoninus.
Immediately after the lamented death ,
of Ciaudius, the army made choice of g7,
Aurelian, who was at that time master v.
of the horew, and esteemed the most vi- gog”
liant commander of s ume.  Ths pro-
motion was not without opposition on the part
ot the senate, as Quintillius, the brother of the
deceased emperor, put in his claim, and was,
for a while, ucknowledged at Rome.  But, his
authority was of a very short duration; for, find-
ing himself abandouced by those who at first insti-
gated him 10 declare for the throne, he pie-
vented the severity of his rival, by a voluntaty
death. )
Aurelian, being now universally acknowledged
by alt the states of the empire, assume.d the con-
mand with a greater share of power than his
predecessors had for some time enjoryed. l?u
was born of mean and obscure purentage in
Dacia, and was about tifty-five years old at the
ume of lus coming to the throne. The early
part of his hte he #ha spent in the army, and
had risen through all the gradations of mulitary
duty, lle was of unshaken courage and amag-
ing strength; for, in a_ single engegement, he
4G 2. killed
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killed forty of the enemy with his own hand,
and above nine hundred at several different
times. .

The whole of this enterprising monarch’s reign
wus speat in repressing the niruptions of the
northern nations, in humbling every other pre-
tender to the empire, and punishing tue mon-
strous irregularities of his own subjects.. lle
defeated the Marcomanni, a ficrce and terrible
nation of Germany, that had invaded Italy,
in three several engagements 3 and at length to-
tally destroyed the whole army. He was no less
successful against Zenobia, the queen of the
East, a woman of the most heroic qualifications,
who had long disclaimed the Roman power, and
established an empire of her own. 'To oppose
this extraordinary woman, Aurelian led his ar-
my into Asia, and surmounting all the obstruc-
tions thyt were opposed against him, he at length
sat down before T'yana, a city of Cappadocia,
which scemed résolved to hold out against him,
and actually, for some time, stopped his pro-
gress.  The unexpected obstinacy of the besieg-
ed, served not a little to cenrage the emperor,
who was naturally precipitate and furious. He
vowed, that upon taking the city, Le would
so punish the inhabitants, as not to leave a dog
alive among them, After some time the city
was taken: und when his whole army expect-
ed the plunder of so wealthy a place, and
reminded him of his former protestations, he
restrained their impetuosity, and only ordered all
the dogs in the place to be destroyed. He after-
wards pretended that he was restrained from
safiating his resentment on the inhabitants, by
an apparition of the famous Apollenius, who

warned
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warned him not to destroy his birth-place. “This
excuse was no doubt fictitio s; but we can par-
dou falsehdod, when it is brought to the.aid of
human ty. .

From Tyana he marched to meet the enemy,
who waited his approach, near the city of Emesa
in Syria. Both armies were very powerful and
numerous: the one trained up under the most
valiant leader of his time; the other led on by a
woman, who scemed born to control the pride
of man. ‘The battle was long and obstinate :
victor, for some time inclined to the side of the
Asiatics ; but the perseverance of Aurclian’s ge-
nerals at last carried the day; and Zenobia was
obliged to fice to Palmyra for safety. The con-
queror suen pursted her thither, and did all in
his power to induce her submission; but the
haughty queen refused his proffered terms of life
and sccurity with scorn, relying on the succours
which she expected from the Persians, the Sara-
cens, and the Armenians.  Aurelian’s diligenee
surmounted every obstacle; he intercepted the
Persian auxiliarics and dispersed them; the Sarp-
cens shared the same fate; and the Armenians
were, by plausible promises, induced to espouse
his interest.  Zenobia, deceived in her expected
succours, and despaiting of relief, attempted to
escape into Persia, but was taken in her flighit.
The city of Palmyra submitted to the eonqueroe ;
and Longinus, the celebrated eritic, and secre-
tary to the queen, was by Aurclian’s order put
to death, which he met with a sublimity equal
to his writings. Zenobia was reserved to grace
his triumph, and was afterwards allotted such
lands, and such anincome, as served to maintain
ker in almost all her former splendor,

‘ 6G 3 Aurelign
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Atrclian having restured peace to the empire,
endeavoured, by the strictest justice, to bring
back virtue also. 1e was rigid in punishing the
crimes of the soldiery; and took cuare that the
peasantry should not be plundered, upon any
pretence, of the smallest article of their pro-
perty.

In executing justice, he frequently degencrat-
ed intg cruelty; but the vices of the times, in
some measure, required it. In the punishments
he inflicted on the gwity, or those who were re-
puted so, the Christians were sharers.  Against
these, he drew up several letters and edicts, prepa-
ratory to a very severe persecution; but, if we
may belicve the credulous bistorians of the times,
he was deterred, just as he was going to sign
them. by a thunderbolt, which fell so near his
person, that his escape was judged miraculous.

But, however Heaven might have interpused
on this occasion, it is certain, that his severities,
were, at last the causc of his destruction. Me-
netheus, his principal secretary, having been
threatened by him, began to consider how he
might elude the blow. For this purpose, Le
forged a roll of the names of several persons,
whom lhe pretended the emperor had marked
out for death, adding his own, to strengthen
him in the confidence of the party. The
scroll, thus contrived, was shewn, with an air
of the utmost secrecy, to some of the persons
concerned ; and they, to procure their safety,
immediately agreed with him to destroy the em-
peror. This resolution was soon put into exe-
cution ; for, as Aurelian passed with a small
guard, from Uracles in Thrace, towards Byzan-
tium, the conspirators set upon him, and lEut

. m
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him to death. He was siain in the sixtieth) 8r,
as some say, the sixty-third year of his age, after
a very active reign of almost five years,

The death of Aurelian wgs so un- AD
expected, and he had taken off such gns™
a number of competitors, that no one
would now venture to declare himself a can-
didate; and, on the other side, the senate de-
clined the choice; so that a space of near eight
months elapsed in the interchange of mutual
deference. At length, the senate made choice
of ‘Tacitus, a man of great merit, and no way
ambitious of the honours that were offered him.
Upon being solicited to accept the empire, he
at first refused, and retired to his country-house
in Campania, to avoid their imnportunities; but
being at length prevailed upon, he accepted the
reins of government, being at that time seventy-
fise years old.

Oune of the first acts of his government was
to punish those who had conspired against the
lute emperor; particularly Menestheus, who was
impaled alive, and his body thrown to wild
beasts. During this reign, the scnate scem to
have exercised a considerable share of authority.
When he endeavoured to obtain the consulship
for his brother Probus, the senate refused their
consent; at which he scemed no way maved,
but calmly remarked, that they best knew whom
to choose. This moderation prevailed in al the
rest of his conduct: he was extremely tempe-
ratc; his table was plain, and furnished with
nothing expensive ; he even prohibited his em-
press from wearing jewels, and forbade the use
of gold and embroidery. He was fond of learn-
ing, and the memory of such men as bad de-
served well of their country ; particularly, the

‘ works
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work$ of his namesake Tacitus, the historian,
were greatly honoured' by him. lle command-
ed that they should be placed in wery public
library throughout the cipire, and that many
copies of them should be transcribed at the pub-
lic charge.

A reign begun with such moderation and jus-
tice, only wanted continuance to have made the
empire happy; but, after enjoying the empire
about six months, he died of a tever in his march
to oppose the Persiuns and Scythians, who had
invaded the eastern parts of the empire.

On the demise of "Tacitus, the army was
divided in" the choice of an ciperor: one part
chose Florian, brother to the deccased: But the
majority were for some time  undetermined.
They alleged, in their conferences with cach
other, the necessity of clecting one eminent for
valour, honesty, piety, clemency, and probity :
but the last virtue heing that chiefly insisted
upon, the whele army, as if' by common con-
sent, cried out, that Probus should be emperor.
lle was accordingly confirmed in this disnity,
with the usual solemmnities; and Floion, s -
oppenent, finding himself deserted, even by
those legions who “hagd promised to stand up in
his support, opened his arterics, and bled to
death.

* Probus was forty-four years old when he
ascended the throne; he was born of noble pa-
rentage at Sirmium in Panuonia, and bred up
a soldier from his youth, Ile began early to
distinguish bimself for his discipline and valeur:
being frequently the first man that, in besieging
towns, scaled the walls, or burst into the enc-
my's camp, Ile was equally remarkable for

sinzle
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emment citizens.  Nor were his activity, §
courage, when clected to. the empire, lesf ap-
parent than i his private station. Lvery year
now produced ouly new calamities to the empire;;
and fresh irruptions on every side threatened
universal desolation; to oppose which, all the
abulities of Probus were scarcely sufficient. lle
hastened, however, with an army to repress the
Germans in Gaul, of whom he slew four hun-
dred thouwsand. Ile then marched into Dal-
matia, to oppose and subdue the Sarmatians,
From thence he led his forces into Thrace, and
compelled the Goths to sue for peace. e after-
wardy turned lus arms towards Asia, subdued
the prevince of Isauria; and, marching onwards,
conquered a people called the Blemii, who,
leaving their native forests of Ethiopia, had
possessed themselves of Arabia and Judea. Nar-
sius also, the king of Persia, submitted at his
approach ; and upon his return into Kurope, he
divided the depopulated parts of Thrace umong
its barbarous mvaders :—a cir€@mstunce that
afterwards produced great calamitics in the em-
iire.

The diligence of Probus was not less con-
spicuous in suppressing intestine commotions.
Suturnius, being compelled by the Lgyptians fo
declare himself emperor, was defeated and slain.
Proculus also, 8 pesson remarkable only for his
great attachment to women, set up against the
cinperor, but being compelled to fly, was at
length delivered up by the Germans. At the
same time Bonosus, equally remarkable as a
votary to Bacchus, rebelled, and, being over-
coe, hanged himself in despair,  Probus, wh;n

. . e
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"hedRw him, immediately alter his death, could
notQvoid pointing at the body, and saying,
‘ 'There hangs not a man, but a bottle.”  But
still, notwithstanding every effort to give quiet
to the empire, the barbaians who surrounded it,
kept it in continual alarms. The Goths and
Vandals, finding the emperor engaged in quell-
ing domestic disputes, renewed their accustemed
inroads, and once more felt the punishmant of
their presumption.  They were conquered in se-
veral engagements, and Probus returned in
triumph to Reme,  His active temper, howcever,
would wot suffir him to continue at rest while
he had un cnemy left to conquer. In lis last
expedition, he led his solaiers against the Per-
sians; and going through Sirmium, th& place
of his nativity, he there employed several thou-
sands of his soldiers in druining a fen that was
incommodious to the inbabitants,  The fatigues
of this undertaking, and the great restraint that
was laid upon the licentious manner of the
soldiers, prodgiced a conspiracy, which ended in
his ruin. ~ The soldiers, tuking their opportunity
as he was marching into Greeee, slew him, after
be had reigned six years and tour montns with
general, approbation.  As an instance of the
esteem, which even his rebellious army bad for
him, they erected him a sumptueus monument
with this epitaph—¢ llere hies the emperor Pro-
€ bus, truiy descrving the name; a subduer of

- barbarians, and a conqueror of usurpers.”
-p.  Carus, who was pretorian praiect to
239, the deceased emperor, was chosen by
the army to succeed him.  Tw streng'n-
1035, e his authonty, he united his two sons,
Carinus and Numerian, with him in com-
wmand ;
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mand; the former of whom was as much igillied
by his vices, as the younger was remarkable for
his virtuesy modesty, and courage. The new
emperor had scarcely timeto punish the murder-,
ers of the late monarch, when he was alarmed
by a fresh irruption of the Sarmatiaps, over
whona he gained a signal' victory,  The Persian
mongrch also made some attempts upon the em-
pire 3 but Carus assured his ambassacors, that if
their master persisted in his obstini ¢y, all his
fields should soon be as bare as his own bald
head; which he shewed them.  In consequence
of this threat, he marched to the walls of Ctesi-
phon; and a dreadful battle ensuing, he once
more puined a complete victory,  What the re-
sult of this success might have been, is not
known, for he was shortly after struck dead by °
lightning in his tent, with many of his at-
tendants.

Numerian, the youngest son, who accom-
panied his father in this expedition, was incon-
solable for his death, and brought such a disorder
upon his eyes with weeping, that he was obliged
to be citrried along with the army, shut upin &
close litter. The peculiarity of his situation,
after some time, excited the ambition of Aper
his futher-in-law, who supposed that he coul
now, without any great danger, aim at the e
pire himself. He therefore hired a mercenar
villain to murder the emperor in his litter; a
the better to conceal the fact, reported that he
was sbll alive, but unable to endure the light,
In this manner was the dead body carried about
for some duys, Aper continuing to attend it with
the utmost appearance of respect, and seeming
to take orders us usua). The vfiensiveness, how-

ever,
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. every of itssmell, at length discovered the trea-
chery, and excited an universal uproar through-
out the army. In the midst of this tumuit,
Dioclesan, one of the most noted commanders
of his time, was chosen emperor, and with his
own hand slew Aper; having thus, as it is said,
fufilled a prophecy which declared, that Dio-

“clesian should be emperor after he had s%in a
boar.

Curinus, the remaining son, did not long sur-
vive his father and brother; for he giving himself
up to his vices, and yet, at the same time, oppo-
sing the new-made emperor, the competitors lod
their forces into Masia, where Dioclesian being
victorious, Carinus was slain by a tribuue of his
own army, whose wife he had formerly violated.
A.D.  The parentage of Dioclesian was mean;

984. being supposed, according to some, the
son of a scrivener; and of a slove, ac-
cording to others; and was born at Dioclea,
whence he reccived his name.  lle was about
forty years old when he was elected to the em-
pire, and owed his exaltation entircly to his
merit; having passed through all the gralations
of oflice, with sagacity, courage, and success.
Nor did the beginning of his reign, in the least,
deceive the expectations his subjects had formed
in his favour. He pardoned all lis enemies who

_had joined with Carinus, without injuring either
their fortuncs or honours. Conscious also that
the weight of the cmpire was too heavy for one
alone to sustain, he admitted Maximian, his ge-
neral, as a partner in the government. Thus
matually assisting each cther, they continued to
livein strict friendship : and, though somewhat dif-
fering in temper, yet they concurred in promoting



the general good, and humbling theifend s’

which at this period were very numerous ant. for-
midable. '

The peaswnts and labourers in Gaul excited a
dangerous insurrection, under the conduct of
Amandus and Helianus, but were subdued by
Maximian.  Achilleus, who commanded in
Egzypt, proclaimed himsclf emperor; and it
was pot without many bloody engagements, that
he wa¥ overcome, and condemned by Diocle-
sian to be devoured by lions. In Africa, the
Roman legiens, in like manner, supported by
the natives, seized the public revenus, and plun-
dered the loyal. These were also subdued by
Maximian; and after a long, dubious war,
were constrained to suc for peace. About the
same time, Carausius, a principal commander
in Britain, proclaimed himself emperor, and
possessed himself of the island. To oppose this
general’s claims, Maximian made choice of Con-
stantius Chlorus, whom he created Czsar, and
married to Theodora, his daughter-in-law. He,
upon his arrival in Britain, finding Carausius
extremely polictic, and continually reinforced
from , Géfmany, thought proper to come to an
acc®edation’; so that this usurper continued
for seven years in quiet possession of the whole
island, till he was slain by Alectus, his friend
and intimate, About this time, also, Narsius,
king of Persia and Parthia, began a dangerous -
war upon the empire, and invaded Mesopota-
mia. To stop the progress of the enemy upon
this quarter, Dioclesian made choice of Gale-
rius, surnamed Armentarius, from the report of
hisbeing the son of a cow-herd, in Dacia; and
he likewise was created Ca:sar, His success too

HH €or-



wspoldc& with that of the rest. The Persians

wellovercome 1n a decisive engagement, their
camp plundered and taken, and the king’s wives
and children made prisoncrs of war., Of all the
enemies of the Roman cmpire, the northern na-
tions at this time alonc remained unsubdued,
and these were utterly unconquerable. Constant-
ly at war with the Romans, they issued forth
when the armies, that were to repress thgir in-
vasions, were called away : and upon thuir re-
turn, they as suddenly withdrew into their cold,
barren, and inaccessible retreats ; which only
themselves could endure. In this mamner the
Scythians, Goths, Sarmatians, Alani, Carsii, and
Quadi, poured down in incredible numbers ;
while every defeat scemed but to increase their
strength and perseverance. Of these, multitudes
were taken prisoners, and sent to people the
more southern parts of the empire: still greater
numbers were destroyed ; and though the rest
weretriven back to their native forests, yet they
continued ever mindful of their inveterate enmi-
ty, and embraced every opportunity of renewing
hostilities.

During this interval, as if the exteenal mise-
rics of the* empire were not sufficient, Uil tenth
and last great persccution commenced against
the Christians. This is said to have cxcecded
all the formerin severity ; and such was the zeal
with which it was pursued, that in an ancient
inscription we are informed, ¢ the government
had effaced the name and superstition of the
Christians, and had restored and propagated the
worship of the gods.” 'Their attempts, how-
ever, were but the malicious efforts of a  ex-
piring party; for Christianity soon after was:

cstablished
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established by law, and triumphed aver t! ma-
liceesf nll its cnemies. In the.midst of the trou-
bles raised#by this persecution, and of the gon-
tests that struck at the frontiers of the stateg
Dioclesian and Maximian surprised the world by *
resigning their dignities on the same day, and
both retiring into private stations. 1listorians
are-much divided concerning the motives that
thus nduced them to give up those honours
which they bad purchased with so much danger.
Iowever, of this we arce well assured, that one
of them, Dioclesian, still preserved a dignity of
sentiment in kis retirement, which might induce
us to believe he had no other motive but virtue
for his resignation. Having retired to his birth-
place, he spent his time in cultivating his gar-
den, assuring his visitors that then only be began
to cnjoy the world, when he was thought by the
rest of mankind to have forsaken it. Some of
his friends attempting to persuade him to re-
sume the empire, he replied, that if they knew
his present happiness, they would rather endea=
vour to jmitate than disturb it.” In this con>
te‘r?& anner he lived some time, and at lagt
died either by poison or inadnesss but which is
uncertain, His reign, which continued twent
years, was active and useful; and his authoritg, -
which was tinctured with scverity, was w
adapted to the depraved state of morals at th
time. S A
Maximian, his partner in the empire, and f
resignution, was by no means so well content
with his situation. [le longed once more for. -
wer, and disturbed the two succeeding #igns
with vain cfiorts to resume it ; attempting to en-
it:ge Dioclesian in the same design.  Being
nu2 obliged -
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o foMeave Rome, where he had excited

m)n tumults, he went-over into Gaul, and was

k! Ily. received by Constantine, theg achnow-
ledged cperor of the West.  But continuing his
intrigues even there, and endeavouring to furce
his own daughter to destroy her husbamld, he was
detected, and condemned to die by whatever
death he should think proper: Lactantius tells
us that he preferred hanging. /
A.p. But to resume the thread of our his-
305 tory. On the resignation of the two
cmperors, the Casats whom they had
formerly chosen, were universally acknowledged
as their successors.  Constanuus Chlorus, who
wasso called from the paieness of lns complexion,
was virtuous, valiant, and mercitul: Galenus,
on the other hand, was brave, but brutal, in-
continent, and cruel. As there was such a
disparity in their tempers, they readily agreed,
upoun coming into full power, to divide the em-
pire; Constantius veing appomnted to govern
the western parts, namely, ltaly, Sicily, the
greatest part of Africa, together “with Spain,
Guul, Britain, and Germa y: wlile &alerus
had the eastern parts allotted to his shalig
namely, Illyricum, Pannonia, Thrace, Mace-

~donia, all the provinces of Greeee and the

Lesser Asia, together with Egypt, 8yna, Judea,
and all other oriental countries. The greatness
of the tusk, however, sven induced the empe-
rors to take in two partners moje.  Severus snd
Maximin, who were created Casars, and assisted
in conducting affairs; so that the empire was
now. under the guidance of four persons, all igeo
vested wivh supreme authority. .
Weare informed of but few particulars of thys
« reigh -
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«eign of Constantius, extept s*dg&aff;’m his fin
racter, which appears, in évery Mght, "oit
umiak’e. Being one day reproached by Dl;‘?;‘i
clesian’s ambpssadors for his poverty, be only®
ntinated his wants to the people, fand in a
nours the sums ppesented hun amazed the be-'
16lders, and exceeded their highest expectations.
** Leurn from hence,” said he then to the ame
bassadors, * that the leve ob the people is the
 pichea treasure 5 and that @ prince’s wealth is
“ neser so safe as when his people are the guare
 gdians of his exchequer.,”  Ihie morey and juse
tice were equally conspicuons in his tre .tment
of the Christians, whom ue woula net suffer to be
injured ; and when, ut length, he was persvaded
to displace all the Christian officers ot his house-
hold, who would not change their reiigion, he
sent the few that complied away n disgrace ; al-
leging, *“ that those who were not true to
thar God, would mnever be taithful to theix
prince,”

In the second year of his reign, he passed over
into Britain ; and leaving bis son {Constantine as
a hostage in the court ot his partner in the em-
pire, he .ook up his residence at Yotk. There
he continued in the practice of his usual virtues,
ull falling sick, he began to think of his ap-
pointing his son for his successor, He accord-
ingly sent for him with all speed; and though
past recovery before his arrival, received him
with marksof the utmost affection; and, rasing
himselt in his bed, gave him several usetul in-
Yructions, particularly recommending the Chris-

us to his protection. He then bequeathed th

e to his care, and crying out, “ thg¥ none
ae pious Constantinie should succeéd bim,"
pired in his arms. oo L
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ﬁ;&mhe’c, Galerius; his pm-tncr in the eni-
By : beitg ‘nformned of Constantine’s ac apce-
it testifiel the mos( ungovernable rags; and.
w.aigyeu guing to condemn “the m’\scn;,m- whao
feght him the account ; hut being dissuaded,
i seetriod to acquicsce in what he coutd not pre-
\'!:nt,, and sent him the marks ot royalty ; but,
at the same time, declared Severus s emperor m
o q; ition to his intcrests.
¥ dgst about this time annther pr(‘tvndcx ay the
'cmpifa started up. This was Maxcntius, a per-
“son of mean extraction, but very much favourdd
by the soldiers, whom he permuted to pillage
at digcretion.  Thus there were scveral opposite
interests at the same time, and all conspning
each other’s downfal.
_ In order to oppose Maxentius, Severus led a
numerous aimy tonards the gates of Reme; but
his soldicrs considermg ag: Wnst whom they were
to fight, immediately .lbmdom d him; and
_shortly after ke pat anend to his ownlife by open-
ang his veins.
. .To revenge his death, Galerius marched into
Ita.ly, rcsol\mu to ruin the inhabirat#s o .uul to
destroy (e whole senate. 1lis soldiers, 4y LA
ver, upon their approuch to the capital, begun
to waver in theirresolutions ; and he was obliged
10 have ryecourse fo entreaties not to abandon
him. Retiring by the same route by which le
had advanced, he made Llcmu», the son of a
poor labourer in Dacia, ("a*sar, in the room of
Severus who was slam.  This scemed to be th
lust act of his power, tor shortly after he y
_sewediaeith a very extraordinary and crugl .,
order, which, baffling all the skill of his 7
"¢ipny, r:m‘wd him off, after he had I; anguisi
torment for nearly the spiace of a year.
L ERD OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
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