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Advertisement
OF THE ENGLISH PUBLISHER.1

Mr. PHILLIPS
, who prefents to the Britijh

Public this interefting Journey of the Dutch Em-

baffy to the Court of the Emperor of China
,
conceives

he is making an acceptable and valuable addition to

the exifting Jlock of knowledge relative to an Empire,

the great extent
,
population, and antiquity of which

render it an almofl exhauflefs fibjeB of information

and curioftty.

Refpelding the views of the Embaffy, and the Value

and originality of the materials of which the zvork

conffts, he has nothing to add to the able and per-

fpicuous Preface of the French Editor
,
norfall he in

any way prefume to anticipate the opinion or approbation

of the Englifh Reader.

With refpett to the Tranjlation, he will venture

without hefitation to affirm, that it is faithfullyperform-

ed. It is the zvork of a Gentleman of approved talents,

whom a long refdenes in France has rendered incapable

of the blunders that almoft always deform books tranf-

lated from the French tongue into ours. The ad-

vantage of receiving a copy of the original long be-

fore any other was imported, enabled him alfo to

execute his tajk at his leifure, and to finifi it with a

more than ujual degree of accuracy . The Publifier

a 2 there-



IV ADVERTISEMENT.

therefore hopes , that when the time Jhall come of

comparing this Tranjlation with any other, it will be

found to have a fill greater precedency in merit than

in the date of its appearance.

The only difference betzveen this Edition and the

Original IVirk conffts in the placing of the Gloffary in

the Firfi inftead of the Second Volume. As nearly

the whole of the words requiring explanation occur in

the Firjl Volume, this arrangement is judged to be

more convenient to the Reader, efpecially to Sub-

fcribers to Libraries, and Members of Book Societies,

in which the volumes generally circulate feparately.

This dictionary of terms is indeed one of the mojl va-

luable parts of the work , abounding in new and curious

obfervations relative to the policy, the manners, and

the language of the Chinefe.

Among other exertions to render his Edition zvor-

thy of the public patronage, Mr. Phillips has taken

much pains to procure a correct chart of the
route ; an appendage which the Reader willfind to

be indifpenfable, and zvithout which the narrative

zvould be wholly unintelligible. By making this im-

portant addition, he conceives that he has confider-

ably encreafed the value of the work, and given his

Edition an almofl exclufive claim to thefavour of the

Public.

No. 71, St. Paul’s Church Yard
Oft. ao, 1798.



DEDICATION.

TO

HIS EXCELLENCY

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA.

SIR,

rr^

1 RAVELS among the mod ancient peo-

ple which now inhabits this globe, and

which owes its long exigence to the fyftcm

that makes its Chief the Father of the

National Family, cannot appear under

better aufpices than thole of the Great

Man who was ele6ted, by the univerfal

fuffrage of a new nation, to prefide at the

conqueft of liberty, and in the eftablifh-

ment of a government in which every thing

befpeaks the love of the Firft Magiftrate

for the people.

a 3 Permit
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VI

Permit me then to addrefs the homage

of my veneration to the virtues which in

your Excellency afford fo ftriking a refem-

blance between Alia and America. I can-

not fhew myfelf more worthy of the title of

Citizen of the United States, which is be-

come my adopted Country, than by pay-

ing a juft tribute to the Chief, whole prin-

ciples and fentiments are calculated to

procure them a duration equal to that of

the Chinefe Empire.

I am, with refpedl.

Sir,

Your Excellency's

Moft humble.

And moft obedient Servant,

A. E. Van-Braam Hovckgeest,



ADVERTISEMENT
OF

THE EDITOR.

The more diffant the Regions which the Traveller

defcribes, the more they differ in their moral ajid phy-

fical nature from the nations for whofe inftru&ion and

gratification he deffines his obfervations, the more im-

portant is it to the reader to know in what degree his

confidence is due to the man who fpeaks to him of

what is palling in remote countries, and aimoff at the

other end of the world.

It is particularly in refpeft to China that the Fear

of receiving the produftions of an imagination more or

lefs fertile for a true recital is eafily awakened. That

immenfe Empire is fo little known
; the prejudices of

its inhabitants, or rather the wifdom of its government,

has thrown fo many obllacles in the way of thofe Eu-

ropeans who might feel a defire to penetrate into th*

country in order to fatisfy their curiofity and to ex-

amine what imperfect and hafty fketches have given

them a faint idea of, that if it js eafy to give imaginary

a 4 details



viil ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EDITOR.

details for certain fafts, it is at the fame time difficult

to fecure a true relation, from the exifting diftruft, which

puts the Reader upon his guard againft the Narrator.

Accordingly, to expect always extraordinary things

from a Traveller who fpeaks of China, and to doubt his

veracity merely becaufe he relates things which feem

extraordinary— is the difpofition of mind of thofe, who
read any thing written concerning that aftoniffiing

country.

It is to fhew the well-informed reader what degree of

confidence he may place in the Travels now fubmitted

to his infpeftion, that the Editor has thought it ad-

vifeable to give him fome idea of the charafter of the

perfon who prefents them to the public.

t C

M. Andre Everard Van-Braam Houckgeeft, born in

1739, in the province of Utrecht, in Holland, firft

ferved his country in the Dutch navy, in which two of

his brothers, flill alive, have more than once difplayed

great talents, and have both obtained the rank of

Admiral, as a juft reward for their fervices.

Determined by circumftances, which a ftate whofe pe-

culiar charafteriftic it is to be commercial, often affords,

M. Van-Braam quitted the navy in 1758, and went to

China, in quality of Supercargo of the Dutch Eaft-

India Company, fie refided at Macao and Canton till

1773, except during two very fliort voyages to Europe.

Returning



ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EDITOR. IX

Returning to his native land after an effective ren-

dence of eight years in a country where in that length

of time he could not fail to acquire great information,

M. Yan-Braam fettled in Guelderland, and remained

there till 1783.

At the laft mentioned epoch the Independence of

America had juft been folemnly acknowledged by the

powers of the old world. This event, which re echoed

throughout Europe, and awakened ideas almolt as new

as itfelf, infpired M. Van-Braam with the defire of

inhabiting a country which bad been reprefented to him

in the moft enthufiaftic terms.

Of all the United States he gave the preference to

South Carolina; and in 1783 became a merchant,

and a cultivator of rice in that State. He was even

naturalized as a citizen of the United States in 1784;

and was living there in peace and happinefs, when one

of thofe dreadful fatalities of which the climate of that

province affords but too many examples, deprived him,

in the courfe of a fingle month, of four of his children.

This lofs, for which a paternal heart has never been

able to confole itfelf, together with that of his fortune oc-

cafioned by a falfe friend, were the motives that induced

M. Yan-Braam to liften to the propofitions tranfmitted

to him by one of his brothers in the name of the Dutch

Eaft-India Cojnpany, who wifhed him to undertake

the
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the management of their affairs at Canton, in quality

of Chief of the Faftory.

This new mark of confidence fhewn him by his pri-

mitive country, and his defire to turn his eyes from

a quarter of the globe in which his two only fons and

two of his daughters had found an untimely grave, de-

termined M. Van Braam to accept what was offered

him. He returned to Holland, and fet off immediately

after for Canton.

A knowledge of feveral countries, and a confequent

habit, of obferving their oppofite chara&ers, iitfpired

M- Van -Braam with a defire of more attentively ex-

amining all that he was allowed to fee of China. With

this deiire was combined that rational curiofity which

feeks to penetrate into myfteries under which it imagines

nfeful truths to lie concealed ; and, laltly, that fenti-

nient fo natural to a European, of wilhing to acquire

further knowledge of a nation of which the little

already known furnilhes matter of fo much well-

founded affonifhment.

As foon as this project was conceived, M. Van*Braam

made it one of his principal concerns. Induftrious both

by habit and difpofition Jed by his very duties to

make o'ofervations ; having opportunities more or lefs

frequent of queilioning Chinefe ; able himfelf to fketch

every thing that came in his way ; enabled by the in-

Sreafe pf his fortune, a confcquence of his fuccefsful

admiuiftration
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adminiftration of the Company’s affairs, to pay intel-

ligent artifts ; and never tire^ of waiting in order that

he might fee things better, and hazard nothing uporr

mere conjeflure, he every day added to what I iliali

call his Chinefe riches.

But one of thofe uncommon events, fuch as it were to

be wifhed might fall in the way of all true friends to

ufeful fcience, occurred moft opportunely to favour M-
Van-Braam’s inclinations and plan.

Appointed Second in the Embafly fent by the Dutch.

Eaft-India Company to the Emperor of China in 1794,

a vaft extent of country was laid open to his view.

Thus converting into perfcnal experience what had

been little more than oral tradition, he had the moft fa-

vourable opportunity of verifying all that had been related

to him, and, what was ftill more fortunate, of forming

a judgment of things which he had not even had an idea

of enquiring into, becaufe nothing had given him reafo^i

to fufpedt their exiftence,

Aftonifhed by what he faw, M. Van-Braam did not

lofe a Angle moment in making tiie inhabitants of the

other parts of the world, as far as it depended upon him,

partakers in the fenfations he experienced, and in the

well-founded admiration he felt on more than one oc-

cafion. Doubly a painter, his pen and his pencil were

conftantly employed in depidiing whatever he faw ; and

{paring neither pains nor expence, he may be faid not to

have
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have fuffered any thing to efcape him which was worthy

of the attention of a difcerning public.

The narrative of his journey may even be confidered, in

fome degree, as an official account of the Dutch Embaffiy,

fince having been fubmitted to the infpe&ion of the

perfons belonging to that Embaffiy, it did not afford

them the leaft room for criticifm, and fince the Ambaf-

iador himfelf took copies of it, with a view of fending

them to the Regency' of Batavia, and to the Prince

Stadtholder.

The age of M. Van-Braam, the fuccefs that attended

his undertakings, the ties' of nature, and thofe of friend -

lhip, at lail induced him to quit Canton on the fixth

of December 1795, with a view to pafs the reft of his

days in the United States of America. He arrived at

Philadelphia on the 24th of April 1796.

Never, I will venture to affert, did a foreigner leave

China with a like treafure, or with fo many teftimonies

ofhis veracity; and ifM. Van-Braam had only exhibited

his numerous drawings of every thing which that Em-
pire prefented to him as worthy ofa place in his immenfe

collection, China would be better known by them alone

than by all that has been written concerning it till the

prefent day. To give an idea of what is experienced

upon a fight of all the drawings which M. Van-Braam-

has collefted, and which reprefent China in every fhape,

and in every point of view, 1 will only fay, that after

1 the
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the curiofity of the mod acute and inquifitive fpe&ator

is iatiated, a multitude of things dill remain to be

examined, which excite his furprife anew.

Finally, as if it were M. Van-Braam’s deftiny to

litrnalize his abode in China by the mod llriking Eir-

cumdances, he has brought over with him feveral Chi-

nele, who leem to be come purpofely to atted the truth

of what he has related concerning their country, or has

reprelented in his collection of drawings : a collection

which he expofed for feveral months at Philadelphia to

the view of all amateurs of the lciences. It was even

impoffible to avoid fancying ourfelves in China, while

furrounded at once by living Chi nefe, and by reprefen-

tations of their manners, their ufages, their monu-

ments, and their arts.

Such are M. Van Braam’s claims upon the good-

will of his readers, and, I had almod faid, upon their

gratitude.

As to the Editor’s labours, they have been executed

with the greated care
;
and he at lead deferves the praife

of fidelity, fince there is not a fingle line that has not been

fubmitted to the examination of the Author, who is

fafficiently mailer of the French to be an excellent judge

of every thing written in that language.

Perfuadcd that a few explanatory notes would add to the

intered of the work, the Author and Editor have placed

feveral
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fcveral at the head of each of the two volumes to which

they more particularly belong *. The fame motive has

fuggefted them all— adefire to gratify the public.

It is with the fame intention that the Editor has

thought proper to fubjoin to the work a notice of the

valuable collection of drawings made by M. Van-Braam,

who during five years conflantly emploved two Chinete

draughtfmen in forming this numerous and curious af*

fcmblage of all kinds of objects. But how much does

the Editor regret, that he cannot by this brief notice

enable the Reader to participate in the pleafure refulting

from a fight of the drawings
; a pleafure which increafes

in proportion as the examination ot the details is more

dleiberate, or is taken by eyes accullomed to find out

beauties which elude, as it were, the firfl liafty view.

(

The Editor will indulge in no obfervations concern-

ing the work itfclf, except that it every where exhibits

a character of candour, which is that of the Author.

There is nothing, even to the repetitions which the

occurrence of fimilar matters muft necefiarily produce

in a work written in the form of a journal, that does not

prove his veracity. The franknefs with which M.

Van-Braam confeffcs, in two or three places, that he

was miftaken as to points of which he thought himfelf

allured by preceding circumftances, is a valuable tefti-

* This arrangement would certainly have been the mod judicious
j

but*

for fome rcafon unknown to the Engliflt Editor, it has not been adopted,

In the original the notes were all placed at the end of the laft Volume $

in the Englilh edition they have been prefixed to the twit.

4 mony
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tnony of his literary probity, which in a traveller can-

not be too highly prized.

The Editor will conclude this Advertifoment by a

refle&ion which will no doubt llnke the Reader as it does

him: it is, that M. Van Braam’s journal, not being

a work undertaken with a view to reafon upon Chi-

na in a fyftematic manner, but to give an account of

what he has met with and perceived; it cannot be fup-

pofed or expected that he fhouid reduce fa£ts to an

agreement with any particular opinions. It is fituple

fa£ts that he relates ; he commits them to paper in the

order in which they prefent themfelves ; he even does

it with a fort of eagernefs admitting of no (tudied ar-

rangement, or combination over which the ufual vanity

of an Author might have exerted its influence : all

thefe circumftances are fo many vouchers that bis rela-

tion has been di&ated by truth.

To exhibit this Journal in the French language in

all its original purity has been the uniform ftudy of the

Editor ; and the fuffrage of the Author, under whofe

immediate infpe&ion his labours have been carried on,

is a favourable omen of his fuccefs. He fhall efteem

himfelf happy, if his feeble efforts arc honoured with

the approbatipn of the Reader.

MOREAU DE SAINT MERY.
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INTRODUCTION.

A JOURNEY from Canton to the city of

Pe-king, where the Imperial Court relides

—a Journey made acrofs parts of the Em-
pire of China, which never yet were marked

with the footftep of an European, and where

his inquilitive eye never yet had an oppor-

tunity of making the fmalleft obfervation,

cannot but be highly interefting to the Pub-

lic, both in Europe, and throughout the

United States of America
;
and will no doubt

be received as an agreeable offering. In

this hope it Was that I undertook to write

a relation of that Journey, and that I made

a point with myfelf of commiting to paper,

with the lead: poffible delay, every thing I

fhould fee and obferve, in order that I might

give a faithful defcription of it to my coun-

trymen.

Whenever I travelled by water, I had my
Journal always on the table, that every thing

b might
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might be noted down in it at the very mo-
ment of its occurrence. Even night was

not a reafon for my difpenfing with this

rule. I thought it far better to lofe a few

hours reft, than to let a Tingle remarkable

objedl efcape me.
y

When Our road was over-land, it was my
invariable practice, let the time of night be

what it might, to commit to my Journal,

which I then carried in my palanquin, what-

ever had appeared interefting to me during

the day.

In returning from the Imperial Court to

the hotel occupied by the Ambaflador at

Peeking, I never felt any care more urgent

than that of noting down every thing I had

feen.

By thefe means I fuffered nothing to efcape

me, and an excellent memory conftantly

helped me to re-trace the moft minute par-

ticulars, and to recollect even the moft tri-

fling ftep I had taken.

It
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It is in confequence of thefe continual

precautions, that I am able to promife an

exadf narrative of the proceedings of the

Einbafiy, extracted from my Journal ; the

conftant depofitary of fadts, reprefented with

the moft dridt regard to truth.

1 may venture then to alfert, that a fcru-

pulous precifion will be found in the details

I prefent to the Public, and that my Work
will moreover have the merit of beihsf en-O
tirely new, fince there is not a fingle line

borrowed from any traveller or writer what-

ever. I fhould even think I offered an af-

front to every well informed Reader, if I

were not convinced of his eafily perceiving

it himfelf. It is with the foie view there-

fore of doing further homage to truth, that

I declare that for twenty years I had read

nothing on the fubjedt of China. Although

We had with us the work of Nif.uhoff, con-

cerning the firft Dutch Embaby to Pe-king,

I did not chufe to confult it, becaufe I did

not wifh to enter into a refutation of its

contents, a thing by no means impodible,

b at and
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and becaufe it feemed indubitable that a

century and a half mull have occafioned fomeJ

change in the afpe<51 of the towns and efta-

bliftiments, and in the face of the country.

>
'

K . .

One of our fellow-travellers, M. de

Guignes, a Frenchman, who accompanied

the Embafly in quality of Interpreter, noted

down his obfervations alfo, with the inten-

tion of publifhing them
;
but his projedl,

which may even ferve to fhew the confor-

mity of our remarks, was of no ufe to me,

fince neither I nor any other perfon at-

tached to the Embalfy, had any knowledge

of his work. My Journal, on the con-

trary, was copied for the Ambaffador, and

lay open to the infpedlion of all the other

Dutchmen who performed the journey.

On our return to Canton, I had the good

fortune to meet with a very exadl topogra-

phical chart of the city of Pe-king. The
proprietor of that chart, which was already

of very ancient date, would not part with

it ; but permitted me to take a copy, ft

is
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is fo particular, that every fireet is diftin-

guifhed, and the elevation of every edifice

delineated. I eafily recognized thofe of fitch

fireets as I had palled through in a carriage,

and found out alfo the four gates or tri-

umphal arches which I had remarked in a

crol's-road on my return from Tuen-ming-

yuen, as mentioned in my Journal under date

of the fixth ot February 1795. I was thereby

convinced of its perfect accuracy.

The Imperial refidence, however, was

only, in a manner, indicated without any

thing to mark its limits. This defedt I re-

medied, as far as my own judgment autho-

rized me to do it, after having feen and gone

through more than three-fourths of the

palace. The fuburbs were alfo wanting, but

I borrowed them from the work of Du
IIalde, in which the plan of the city is

conformable to that of my great map.

Thus it was that I contrived to render

my topography of Pe-kmg more exadt than

in the Chinefe original. It was not, how-
b 3 ever
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ever, poffible to give the fuburbs in the

fame detail as the city, becaufe my know-?

ledge of them was not equally correct. I

have therefore contented myfelf with indi-

cating the principal Rreets that lead and

adjoin to the gates of the town, together

with the two well-known edifices, the tem-

ple of Heaven, and that of the Earth. The
reft of the fuburbs, in fa

*

51
,
prefent nothing

to the eye but a piece of ground very irre-

gularly built upon, in which are plots of

cultivated land-, and empty fpaces, fo that

one half of it is yet without buildings, as

we had an opportunity of clearly perceiving

on the fifteenth of February 1795, when we
left Pe-king. It appeared to me better to

leave fomething imperfedt in this refpedf,

than to put errors in the place of things of

which I was ignorant.

I hope, however, that this will be no rea-

fon why a map fo interefting fhould be lefs

agreeable to the curious than my relation

itfelf
; efpecially as I have alfo a number of

other drawings and views, which by their

4 conformity
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conformity with the plan, bear witnefs to

its accuracy. A part of them I fketched

royfelf, and the remainder is in my collec-

tion of Chinefe views, which are calculated

{till farther to prove the accuracy of what I

fay. I have no doubt of this kind of fupple-

ment fully fatisfying
#
the curiofity of my

Readers.

I have written the names of the cities and

other places, according to the orthography

of the Chinefe Mandarins, and with divi-

fions. The hyphens fignify that all which

they do not feparate, ought to be pro-

nounced in a fhort and limple manner, as .

forming only one fyllable, although there

are fome which, in European languages,

would make two. Kiang , Liang, Hiang, muft

therefore be pronounced as a fingle fylla-

ble.

I thought it proper to give thefe previous

explanations to my Readers, in hopes that

my Work would not difpleafe the Public,

and if this expectation be not deceived, I

b 4 fhall
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fhall obtain the only recompence I dare to

a|k for my labours and my care.

A. E. V. BRAAM HOUCKGEEST

\

In magnis voluijfefat ejl.

NOTES,



NOTES,
ARRANGED iN

ALPHABETICAL ORDER,
AND V/HICH ARE

REFERRED TO IN THE COURSE OF THE WORK.

Bamboo.

It is indigenous in China, where no lefs than fixty-three

didindi fpecies are known. See Memoires Chinois
,
vol. ii. of the

quarto edition, page 623.

Barrow.

In a work written by Father Martin, a Jefuit, intitled,

Defcription Geographique de la Chine, and quoted by the Hijloire

Generate de la Chine, par Mailla, redigee par Grojur, in the 13 th

vol. of the quarto edition, it is faid that the Chinefe failing

barrows, or waggons, are a fiftion. It would require, however,

an extravagant degree of fcepticifm to doubt of their exiltencc,

after what the Author relates, and the engraved plan of one that

is added to the drawings, of vvlnfh a notice will be found at the

pnd of the Second Volume,

Bean.

The bean of which mention is fevetal times made in this

Work, and which furnilhes the Chinefe yvith a kind of juice or

liquor
tt
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liquor, that they drink like milk, is the Cytifus Cajan of

Linnaeus, known in fcveral places by the name of Pols Pigeon^

and erroneoufly confounded by Bomare with the Angola pea

,

which refembles it neither in form, tafte, nor colour. (Fr. Ed.)

Beggars.
3

Beggars are not comrtion iri China. Some are feen at Canton.

During the journey of the Embaffy, the author met with

none, except in the weft part of the province of Chang-tong, and

in that of Tcheli. They are very unfrequent in the other parts

of the empire. (Fr. Ed.

)

Bird’s-nests.

The following account is given of thefe bird’s-nefts in the

the Hifloire Generate de la Chine, par Maille, vol. 13, of quarto

edition, page 650.

<s They come from the rocks upon the coaft of Tong-ling,

'Java, Cocb'tnchina, &c. and are the nefts built by a fpecies of

bird, of which the plumage much refembles that of our f\val-

lows. Their manner of building them is alfo nearly the fame,

except that the nefts of the former are made of little fifh, which

they contrive to glue together with the fpume of the fea. They

are detached from the rocks as foon as the young ones take their

flight; for it is the neft, and not the bird, that is of value.

Whole boats are filled with this commodity, which becomes a

confulerable branch of commerce in the above countries. The

property of this fingular fort of aliment is to give a favoury tafte

$.0 every difh of which it makes a part.”

The Chinefe are alfo of opinion that thefe bird’s- nefts are a fti-

mulant to love, and in this perfuafion, fome of them have been

known to give as much as an hundred Louis d’prs for twenty-five

pounds weight of bird’s-nefts.

The'Author himfelf fold fome at Canton as high as fix Louis

i’ors the Cati,
or twenty ounces French. ( Pauls de marc.)

They
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They are carried to Holland, where there is a great confump-

fion of them, and where they are in high requeft. {Fr. Ed.)

Button.

A button, placed upon the front of the cap, ferves in Chin*

to mark all the gradations of power, from the Emperor to the

loweil Mandarin. The Emperor afone wears a lage pearl as a

button. Among the Mandarins, the buttons decreafe in value

in the following order

:

A button of a dark purple ftone of a round form, but har-

ing- lix lides or facets.

The fame, oblong.

A button of figured coral of a round form, with fix fides.

The fame, oblong.

A button of plain coral of a round fhape, and having fix

fides.

The fame, oblong.

A button of a blue tranfparent Hone of a round form, with

fix fides.

The fame, but of an oblong lhape.

A dark blue button of a round form, having fix fides.'

The fame, oblong.

A white tranfparent button, having fix fides, and a round

form.

The fame, oblong.

Au opake white button of a round form, with fix fides.

The fame, oblong. ,

A round gilt button.

A round filyer button.

Castle s.

The Chinefe Cafiles are fortifications of more or lefs confe-

rence, intended to defend particular points, and furrounded

with
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with walls, having embrafures, or loop holes in them, through

which the foldiers fire their arrows or mufket-fhot.

Cati.

The Cati is a Chinefe weight equal to fixteen taels or ounces,

each ofwhich is equivalent to an ounce and a quarter troy weights

( Poids de marc.)

Catjang. See Bean.
>

•
.1 ,•

,

i

Cedar.

Authors who have written concerning China have ventured to

aflert, that no fuch tree exifts in the country ; but M. Van.

Braam fpeaks of them too frequently for any doubt to remain on

that head.

The Reader is alfo referred to the fecond vol. of the Memoires

Chinois, quarto edition, page 529, where it is called the Nam-.

papu of the Chinefe.
(
Fr . Ed,)

Chap.

A generical word, which indicates a piece of board or tablet*

inferibed with the name of any one, or with fome title defignaU

ing him, to which the fame honours are paid that he would have

a right to expedt in perfon

.

A petition or memorial addreffed to a tribunal, or to a per-

fon inverted with any authority whatever, no matter on what

fubjeft, and even a common letter, is alfo a Chap.

COBIDO.

A Chinefe meafure of three kinds, viz. the Mandarin’s Co*

lido ; the merchant’s Cobido

;

and the carpenter’s Cobido. The

laft is meant as often as the word Cobido is employed in this

work. It is equivalent to fourteen French inches, wanting 3

line. (Fr. Ed,)

Cohang.
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CoH ANG.

*The final g mull not be pronounced. It is the Coitipany of

merchants of Canton, who enjoy the exclufive privilege of

trading with Europeans.

CoH AH GIST.

A Merchant, member of the Company of Cohang.

Confucius.

I mult obferve here, that it is only in Conformity with the

French pronunciation, that I have put in the body of the Work
Kottg-fou-tfe

,

inltead of Hong-fou tfe, which M. Van Braam

affures me is the true way of fpelling the name of the full of

all the Chinefe philofophers. (Fr. Ed.)

Corea.

A kingdom of the peninfula of Alia, fituated between China

and Japan, to the north-eaft of the latter, on which it borders.

The inhabitants of this kingdom, which is tributary to China,

are called Coreans. It was there AmbalTadors whom the Author

found at Pe-irng, and with whom he was admitted to feveral

audiences or imperial ceremonies. (Fr. Ed.)

Coulis.

This name, which is borrowed from India, is applied to all

forts of labourers, but particularly to thofe who carry per-

fons, merchandize, &c. an occupation which is confidered as

the lowetl of1 11, becaufe it is that of fuch individuals as can get

nothing elfe to do. Almoft all of them go with their head

and feet naked.

M. Van Braam thinks that the pay of thofe employed in the

journey of the EinbalTy from Canton to Pe-iing, was about

twenty-five French /out (a Ihilling Englifh) per day.

All
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All authors concur in praifing the Chinefe Coulis for the acf-

drefs with which they carry the heavieft loads, by means of

bamboos, which they lay acrofs their Ihoulders, and to which

the load isfufpended by a cord.
(
Fr.Ed.)

Dragon.

That fabulous animal is at once fymhollcal and mythological

in China. Every thing that emanates from the Emperor bears

the figure of a dragon ; and it is alfo put upon all the Imperial

edifices, furniture, and ornaments.

The Dragon is venerated throughout China; but the Em-

peror alone has the right of having them painted, embroidered^-

or fculptured with five claws or talons. The reft of the nation

cannot ufe figures of dragons with more than four.

Emperor.

It has been laid erfoneoufly (Leitres Edifiantes , tome 1 7, page

69) that he alone has the right of having his palace exaftly

fronting the fouth ; for every individual turns his houfe as

much as he can to that quarter of the Iky, as the mod falubrious

and convenient expofure. See Memoires Chltiois, tome iii. in 4to.

page 434- (Fr.Ed.)

It is with the fame difregard of truth that it has been faid,

that the Chinefe (hut themfelves up in their houfes when the

Emperor goes out, and that thofe he happens to meet on his

road turn their backs with their face to the ground, to efcape

the penalty of death. It has even been aliened, that this ig

the reafon why the houfes have no windows looking into the

ftreets. Thefe affertions, already contradicted by the Memoires

Ghjnois , t.ome ii. page, 273, are formally difproved by what the

Author relates of the Emperor, while on his way to Tuen-ming-

yuen.
(
Fr . Ed.)

He, of whofe hanging himfclf the Author fpeaks, was HoaU

tfongy the laft. Emperor of the Chinefe dynafty of Ming. Seeing

himfelf
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himfelf on the point of falling into the hands of the Manchoo

Tartars, he hung himfelf with his own girdle, within the walls

of the Imperial palace, after having given his daughter a fabre

wound, of which Duhclde (vol. i. page 478, of the oftavo edi-

tion) fays fhe died
;
but from which the Hijloire Generals de la

Chine, far MaiHa, vol. x. octavo edition, page 492, affirms that

{he recovered. At the time of this event, which took place in

1644, the unfortunate monarch was thirty- fix years of age#

(Fr. Ed.)

Examination of Students.

This relates to the young men who devote themfelves to the

fiudy of the fciences. There are generally four thoufand in the

Academy, or Gymnafium, at Canton.

The Chinefe attach the higheft importance to the examina-

tions they undergo, becaufe^thofe who get through them fuc-

cefsfully are deftined to fill the different pofts in the Admini-

ftration, even the moll eminent.

Very curious details concerning tliefe examinations, and the

attendant formalities, are to be found in the Lettres Edifiantes%

page 125. (
Fr . Ed.)

Fou-yuen.

This is the governor of a great city, and of a portion of

territory forming the diftridl round. Four of the provinces

•f China have Fou-yuans for their immediate Chiefs.

Gate.

Thofe which mark the feparation of the provinces, and of

which the author mentions one in the courfe of the work, are

great and heavy gates of wood, with their hinges let into the

rock. They are carefully guarded, and fhut during the night.

GongoM.

The Gongcm is a copper bafon fufpended by a cord, and

ffiruck with a very large ftiek. This inftrument, which is very

fonorous.
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fonorous, has the found of a {mail or large hell, according as ife

is of greater or fmaller fize.

The word Gongont is not Chinefe j
for it is ufed in Africa to

fignify a large drum, which is alfo called Tamtam in other

African countries.

The Chinefe word for Govgom is Lo. In the Memoires Chhioisi

voL ii. of the quarto edition, is a very curious dtfcription of

the manner of making it, given by the learned M. Airiiot, who

fays that it is compofed of a mixture of copper, tin, and bif-

muth, in the proportion of ten parts of copper, three of tin,

and one of bifmuih.
(
Fr. Ed.)

Hou-pou.

Is the principal officer of the cuftoms, and receiver-general

of the taxes. It is merely an office, and not a diftindi rank

among the Mandarins ; for a Mandarin with a white button,

and even with a clear blue button, may be equally appointed

Hou pou.

Jos.

A Chinefe generical word, fignifying Idol

\

Lamas. See Thibet.

League.

As often as the word league occurs in this work, it muft

be underftood as a league of 25 to the degree, and equal to

2,282 toifes.

It muft alfo be obferved that the diftances, mentioned in

thofe parts of the journey performed by water, are thofe afili-

ally travelled, in following the courfe of the rivers and canals,

and not the politive diftance from one place to another,

Lema Islands.

Thefe are little iflands, or rather fmall and barren rocks,-

fifteen or fixteen in number, fituated at about five leagues dif-

tance from the river of Canton,

Lu
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u.

A Chinefe itinerary meafure. 250 Li make a degree of

latitude. Now, as a degree of latitude is eftimated at 25

leagues of 2,280 toifes each, it is equivalent to 57,050 toifes.

Alt is confequently equal 228^ toifes. The toife is fix French

feet. (Fr. Ed.)

Lingua.

This term is Portuguefe.

Mahometans.

We find in the Memoires Chinois, tom. 5, in 4to. page 24, that

Gengis-kan introduced Mahometans into China, and that about

1650, the Emperor Chun-cby drove out thofe who were ftill

in pofleffion of the chair of mathematics.

As to the motive of the expulfion of the Mahometans from

China in 1784, which agrees with that mentioned by the

author, when fpeaking of the Mofque, which he found at

Hong-tcheou-fou, a very circumftantial account of it is given in a

letter from M. Aniot, a Miffionary, dated the 1 5th of November,

1784, and alfo contained in the Memoires Chinois, tom. 11, in

4to. page 590. (Fr. Ed.

)

Manchoo. See Tartars.

Measure.

As often as meafures are not fpecially defignated, they are

French. (Fr. Ed.

)

Mi AO.

A general term for temples dedicated to idols. They are

very confiderable buildings in China, and fome of them coll

tramenfe fums. See Religion. (Fr. Ed.)

Money, *SWTael.

c Mongols.
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Monguls. See Tartars^

.
Monqua,

Or, according to the pronunciation, Moncouay was the

Chief of the Company of Cohajig, at the time of which the

author is fpeaking. (Fr. Ed.)

Namheuyen.

This is a Mandarin of Juflice, whofe fpecial bufinefs it

is to maintain the police, and preferve order among the

inhabitants.

Paint.

It appears in the inllrudlions of the Emperor Kang-hi to his

fons, given in the Memoires Chinois
,
quarto edition, vol. ix.

page 226, that under the preceding dynafty, the ^erufs and

cinnabar confumed by the fervant-girls belonging to the palace,

coll ten millions of livres. (Fr. Ed.)

Palanquin.

It is, properly fpeaking, an European fedan-chair, except

that the poles are longer, more elaftic, and borne upon the

Ihoulders. There are fome which are open, and others that arc

more or lefs richly painted, according to the ufes, and the

perfons, for which they are intended. The poles or fhafts are

fo contrived, that the number of bearers may be increafed ^

rather out of luxury, and to announce high rank, than for any

purpofe of real utility. From two to eight porters are ge.

nerally employed
;
but the Emperor has no lefs than thirty-

two. (Fr, Ed.)

Peacock’s Feather.

This feather, Hack in the cap of a Chinefe, announces that he

is a great Mandarin of letters, or Military Mandarin of the

fit'll rank.

In
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In the Imperial palace, there are Mandarins wearing this

feather, who may be compared to the Valets-de-Chambre of

European Princes.

There is alfo a kind of Mandarins who wear a long black

feather
; but thefe two kinds of Mandarins in >,wailing do not

wear their feathers out of the palace, nor even when off duty;

while the Mandarins of the firft rank never lay theirs afide.

Pe-king. See Chun-ting-fou. See alfo Temperature.

At Pe-king, the north part, in which (lands the Imperial palace,

is diftinguilhed by the appellation of the Tartar City
; and all

the fouth quarter, which properly fpeaking is only the fuburbs of

Pe-king, is called the Chin,fe City.

The proper name of this city is Chun-ting-fou ;
the word

Pe-king, which fignifies the Northern Court, being only an

epithet. But the Europeans have adopted the latter word, be-

eaufe more eafy to pronounce.

Pic o L.

A picol is equal to a hundred Catis, or a hunHred and twenty-

five French pounds, troy-weight
(
poids de marc)*

(
Fr. Ed.)

PORTUGUEZE.

The reader mud not be furprifed in this work, at feveral

words derived from the Portugueze, (ince Portugueze and

Englifti are the habitual and commercial tongues of foreigners

at Canton. [Fr. Ed.)

Prostitutes.

Gemelle reproaches Nieuhoff with faying, that there are wo-

men of that dcfcription in China
;
but the fadl is but too true,

and is proved unequivocally by what the Author fays upon the

lubjedt,

C 2 Oa
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On the river of Canton there are boats with women of plea-

fure in diem. With thefe women the Chinefe of the town fome-

times pafs three or four days together.

They are trained up by other women, who carry on this

fhameful traffic
;

and are fo inftrutted as to be ignorant of

nothing lafcivious or immodeft. As the Chinefe experience no

tendernefs from their wives, they are fond of this fort of immo-

rality. T

Among thefe girls there are fome who at the age of ten

years are already withered and worn out* by the excefs of their

comjflaifance.

Several of them fometimes join the execution of what they

have been taught, or what they have devifed to inflame the ima-

gination of their admirers. (Fr.Ec/.)

Red Candles.

They are made of a kind of tallow extracted from a tree,

and are coated with tallow of a harder kind, and after-

wards painted red. The wick of all the Chinefe candles is of

bamboo.

Rrgency.

The word Regency is repeatedly ufed in this work to fignify

government or adminiftration; as the regency of Batavia, the

regency of Macao, and even the regency of Canton, that is,

the adminiftration of the province of ^ uang-tong ,
intruded to

the Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuetiy and the Hou-pou, who all refide in

the city of Canton.
(
Fr. Ed.)

Religion.

The primitive religion of China is that of the ancient pa-

triarchs, fuch as Abraham, Melchifedeck, &c. It is from that

religion that the Emperor derives the title of High Prieft of the

Almighty
; by virtue of which he alone exercifes the functions of

it id China.
The
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The fecond fort of religion, adopted long after the firft, and

confequently when the Chinefe were already embodied into a

regular nation, is Idolatry, and Idolatry carried to luch a length,

that every one is free to make Gods according to his fancy, (o

that every head of a family has fome of his own creation.

This plurality of Gods naturally precludes all idea of a par-

ticular form of worfhip bringing together the members of cer-

tain fe&s. There are no external pradlices of devotion among

the Chinefe, if we except the male and female Bonzes.

There are, however, principal divinities who are very generally

revered, and to whom all agree in aferibing a power over fome

particular thing. The Chinefe fometimes go to the temples of

thefe divinities to offer them homage ; and to this worlhip the

women are not altogether ftrangers, though they repair to the

pagodas with great precautions to avoid being feen
;
but this

has nothing in common, nor comparable with the ufage, which

in certain religions bring together all the individuals who pro-

fefs it in one common temple. The Bonzes alone afTemble to

pray.

But notwithftanding the almoft univerfal prevalence of ido-

latry, and notwithftanding its being countenanced by the Em-
peror himfelf, it is worthy of remar k that he never goes to adore

an idol, but contents himfelf with fending Mandarins to do fo in

his ftead.

He profeffes publickly no other religion than that of the

Almighty, God of Heaven and of Earth
;
nor does he offer

facritices to any but that Being fuperior to all others, to the

manes of his anceftors, and to the fpirit of Confucius.

There are temples or Miaos where obfeene Idols receive a

tribute of refperfi and devotion from the Chinefe, who generally

blufh at things which the mod fevere modefty does not blame in

other countries ; but fuperftition throws as it were a veil over

thefe images, which prevents Chinefe modefty from being here

put to the blufh.

« 3 Saksou
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Samsou.

A Chinefe liquor drawn from rice by diftillation.
. The com-

mon Samfou has a very cifagreeable tafte, but that of the court

is on the contrary very pleafant.

Salutes.

The falutes fired by the Chinefe, in honour either of the

Embafly, dt Ambaffador, confifted in difcharging three fmall

pieces of cannon, or rather pedereros, ftuck in the ground with

their muzzles upwards.

Sampane.
v

A Chinefe boat, which carries from five to eight hundred

weight. They are ufed at Vampou to load and unload the

European fhips, which find it impoffible to get beyond that

Toadfted into the river of Canton, on account of the Ihallow-

nefs of the latter.

Sapantin.

The Portuguefe name for a light veffel, built for going fafi,

either with oars or fails, and employed, for that reafon, as ad-

vice boats between Canton and Macao. Thefe vefTels alio go

out to fea.

Tael.

A weight of gold or filver, equivalent to an ounce and a

quarter French, or in money to about feven livres ten fous. In

China a hundred Spanilh dollars are reckoned woith feventy-

two taels.

The Chinefe have no pieces of money butfepoccas of copper.

Tartars.

The Manchoo Tartars are thofe who inhabit Chinefe Eaftern

Tftrtary. Expelled from China in 1368, with theMonguls who

had
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had admitted them, they had their own chiefs under the name of

Kans till 1 644 ;
but the Kan of Ningouta, then become Emperor

of China, and head of the prefent dynafty, which confequently

fprings from a Manchoo Tartar, fubjefted them all.

The Mongul Tartars, who conquered China in 1280, and who

were driven out in 1280, inhabit Chinefe Weftern Tartary. They

are governed by Kans, or princes, who are all fubjedl to the Em-

peror of China, as Grand Kan of the Tartars.
(
Fr. Ed.)

Temperature.

I beg the reader here to pardon my entering into a compa-

rifon of temperatures.

Pe-ling is in 39 degrees 53 minutes north latitude, arid Phila-

delphia in 39 degrees 56, fo that they may be faid to be under

the fame parallel.

The winter is exceedingly cold and fevere at Pe-ling
; and the

nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the fame.

The winter begins earlier at Pe-ling than at Philadelphia^ but

it is over equally late at both places.

At Pe-ling the north wind is inexprefilbly piercing and pre-

valent.

In the city of Philadelphia the fame may be faid of the north-

weft.

At Pe-ling,
water freezes before Reaumur's thermometer has

fallen to the freezing point, a phenomenon alfo obferved at Phi-

ladelphia.

There is however in general lefs intenfity, and ftill lefs duration

in the cold at Philadelphia, than at Pe-ling; ftnee in the former

city there are pretty frequently partial thaws, which foften the

furface of the ice (for it does not melt till at a degree of heat

which would melt it in France.)

As to tlie fummer it is fo hot at Pe-ling that Reaumur’s ther-

mometer is often at 32 degrees above o (104 of Fahrenheit.)

c 4 In
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In 1743 the heat was fo exceflive, that increafing from the

15th of July to the 25th, it raifed the thermometer, that laft

day, to 35 degrees and a half (111 | of Fahrenheit). There

died within that time at Pe-king eleven thoufand four hundred

perfons, although refrefhments were diftributed in the ftreets.

In 1760 the heat killed eight thoufand perfons in lefs than

two months.

Philadelphia is without doubt far from experiencing fuch a

fatal degree of heat
; but the thermometer often rifes as high as

28 degrees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit). In the fummerthe

days are burning hot; they are diftreifing ; and the nights are

almoft as hot as the day.

Another refemblance between the two places I am fpeaking

of, is the fudden change in the (late of the atmofphere—a change

which fometimes amounts to ten or twelve degrees of Reaumur,

in lefs than twenty-four hours, and frequently to five or fix de-

grees in a very few hours. This variation is moll frequently

produced at Philadelphia by the north-weft wind.

The barometer alfo undergoes very fudden changes at Phila-

delphia. I have fometimes obferved there from 6 to 7 lines dif-

ference in lefs than as many hours.

Pe-king is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia;

but can the opinion adopted by the inhabitants of the latter city,

concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both

feafons, be confidered as well founded, after what we know of

Pe-king,
which notwithftanding the clearing of the land fome

thoufand years back, (till remains the fame ?

I am aware that it may be faid that Naples and Madrid, which

are nearly under the fame parallel of latitude as Pe-king and Phi-

ladelphia, enjoy notwithftanding a very different temperature

from that of thofe two cities. But I believe that we may con-

clude from that very circumftance, that the clearing of the land,

from which alone a change of climate feems to be expected in

America,
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America, is not the only caufe that operates in producing a par-

ticular temperature
;
and in fpite of all that is faid of the favour-

able alteration that has taken place in the laft 60 years, I doubt

whether that opinion, though pretty generally received, deferves

entire confidence. Nothing is more fubjedt to error than judg-

ments formed concerning the ftate of the atmofphere, when they

are only founded upon our fenfations. (Fr. Ed.)

Thibet.

A kingdom tributary to China, and bordering upon it to the

weftward. The priefts are there called Lamas, and there the

Grand or Dalai-Lama has his refidence. [Fr. Ed.)

Tides.

Father Martin, in his geographical defcription of China,

tom. 8, in folio, du Recueil des Voyages de Thevenot, page

1 41, fpeaks of the movement of the tide at Hong-tcheou-fou

mentioned by M. Van Braam. He even pretends that in the

month of October it is accompanied by very extraordinary cir-

cumftances.

Trees.

The author’s fpeaking of the fhade of trees on the 27th

of November, is by no means furprizing, when it is con-

fidered that he was ftill in the province of Shtang-tong, where

the foreft trees never lofe their leaves, but only change them in

the fpring, the winter being there fcarcely perceptible.

The fruit trees, on the contrary, fhed their leaves in the

months of September and Odlober.

Tsong-tou.

Is, properly fpeaking, a Vice-roy governing a province.

This employ is the mod: elevated that can be held by a

Mandarin of the firft rank, who is not officially refident

at Court. Only eight of the fifteen provinces of China are

governed
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governed by Tfong-tous, three of whom have two provinces

fubjedf to their adminiftration. The four remaining are fuper-

intended by Fou-yuens.

The authority of a Tfong-tou is very great. He is never ad-

drefled without marks of the moil profound refpeft : no Qhinefe,

unlefs a Mandarin, is ever allowed even to fpeak to him but on

his knees. The title given him by his countrymen in addreffing

him is mod fuitably tranflated by that of HigJme/t.

Wall (Great).

Which is the boundary of China towards Tartary.

The annals of China fay it was begun under one Prince, three

hundred and three years before the Chriftian aera
;

that it was

then continued by two others
; that a fourth united thefe firft

three portions
;
and that it was completed more than two hun-

dred years after. See Mcmo'tres Chinois, tom. 2, in 4to. p. 461.

The Chinefe call the great wall Ouan-li-tchang tebing, that is,

the great wall of ten thoufmd /;.

It does not, however, with all its windings and turnings com-

prife more than five hundred leagues. It is twenty or 'twenty-

five feet high, and broad enough in fome places for fix horfes to

pafs abreaft. In fome parts it is carried over mountains almoft

inaccefiible, and is in one place, according to Father Verbieft,

eight hundred and fixty-four toifes above the level of the fea. In

fome places it is alfo carried over rivers upon arches.

Since the Tartars fubdued China, fome few pafiages are alone

kept in repair. The reft is falling to ruins.

See Hijloirc Gtncrale dc la Chine
,
par Madia , tom. 2, in 4to.

page 373. [Fr. Ed.)

Yellow

Is the colour fet apart for the Imperial Family in China.

All the princes of the blood, defeended in a right line from the

founder of the dynally, wear a yellow girdle. In the collateral

branches, the girdle is orange-colour.

3 There
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There is no fear of any other individual wearing that colour,

becaufe in the Empire of China, the drefs of every one is fixed

by law, from the Emperor, to the very lowed claffes.

There are fometimes articles of drefs in which yellow appears,

although they do not belong to Members of the Imperial Family.

Such are the robes given to celebrated warriors. But thofe veft-

ments have lomething in their form which exhibits a linking

difference, at the fame time that the yellow colour excites the

idea of a great favour conferred. [Fr. Ed.)

Y-t AY-YEN.

This is a Court Mandarin, and member of the great tribunal

for the adminiftration of public affairs.

itinerary
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ITINERARY
Of the Journey made by the Dutch Embajfy to

the Court of the Emperor of China,from Can-

ton to Pe- king
; ferving to explain the Map

inferted at the beginning of the jirji Volume.

November, 1794.

22. We fet off (by water upon the river) from

Quang-cheou-fou, in the province of (Canton) £htang-

tong.

23. Fochan; a city without walls, of conliderablc

commercial conlequence.

San Cheuye-chen.

24. Tfing-yun-chen.'

26. In-te-chen.

28. Chao-tcheou-fou.

1794, Detcmber.

Nan-hiong-fou.

From thence we travelled over the mountains called

Mciling-chan to Nan-ngan-fou, in the province of

Kiang-fu

From thence we refumed our journey by the river.

4. Nan-hang-chen.

5. Kan-tcheou-fou.

6. Nan-ngan-chen.

1 7. Tai-ho-chen.
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7. Tai-ho-chen.

Ki-ngan-fou. v

8. Ki-chauye-chen.

Kia-kiang-chen.

Sin-tu-chen.

9. Tong-ching-chen.

10. Tfa-tiin-fe, which is on the opposite fide.

Nan-tchang*fou.

Thence we proceeded by land, being {till in the pro-

vince of Kiang-fi.

11. Kien-tchang-chen.

Ta ngan-chen.

13. Kieou-kiang-fou.

Liang-kiang. A village.

Then through the province of Hou-quanig,

14. Houang mey chen.

15. Ting ching chan.

Through the province of Ktang-nam .

16. Fong chang-y. A village.

Tay-ha-chen.

Tcheou-tfi~eck. A town.

17. Tfien-chan-chen.

Tcheou-lou-hau. A town.

18. Tau-tchong-y. A village.

Tong-ching-chen.

Tay-qua-fe. A village.

Yu-ching- chen.

22 . Tau chan-chen.

Koun eck. A town.

23. Liu-tcheou-fou.

Tin-fau-fe. A village.

24. Liang-chan*chen.
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24. Liang-chan-chen.

Ho-chan-ek. A town.

Ching-kiou-ek. A town.

25. Ting-yun-chen.

26. Hong-chang-chen.

Lin-ouay-chen.

27. Hau-kiang-po. A town.

Cau-chan-ek. A town.

28. V’ha-chan-y. A village.

Sieou-tcheou.

29. Y-cau-y. A town.

Tau-chan-ek. A town.

30. Siu-tcheou.

Li-cok-ek. A town.

31. Long-chong, A village.

Tong-y-lau. A village.

Through the province of Chan-tong.

Chau-cau-ing. A town.

1795, ‘January .

Kay-hau. A village.

Lain-ching-chen.

Tang-chen.

Kay-hau-y-chen.

Tfeo-chen.

2. Ycn»tcheou-fou.

Ouen-chang-chen.

3. Tong-ping-tcheou.

Tong-ngo-chen.

Fong-ching-ek. A town.

4. Yin-ping-chen.

Ji-ou-chan. A town.

Kao-tang-tcheou.
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5. Nghen-chcn.

Te-tcheou.

Through the province of Tche-li,

King-tcheou.

6. Fau-ching chen.

Kien chen.

7. Ho-kien-fou.

Lin- chou -ling. A town.

Yin-kion-chen.

Hiong-chen.

8. Sin-ching-chen.

Tfo-cheou. \

9. Liang-hiang-chen.

Lo-ko-kiou. A town.

Fee-ching-fe. A city.

Chun-ting-fou, or Pc-king.

1

RETURN OF THE EMBASSY.

Through the province of Tche-li.

1795, February.

15. Fee-ching-fe.

Chin-tcheou-tin. A villagcv

16. Liang-hiang-chen.

Tan-tfin-y. A town.

Tfo-tcheou.

17. Fan-koun. A village.

Sin-ching-chen.

18. Pay-hau-fe. A fmall place.

Hiong-chen.

19. Yen-kiou-chen.

Y-li-pou. A town.

20. Ho-kien-fou



ITINERARY. xlix

20. Ho-kien-fou.

Hien-chcn.

ai. Chin-ka-kien. A fmall place.

Fau-ching-chen.

22. King-tcheou.

Through the province of Chan-tong.

Te-tcheou*.

23. Ping-yuen-chen.

24. Un-chan-kiou. A town.

Yu-ching-chen.

Tli-ho-chen-onfang. A town.

25. Th-ho-chen.

Chang-tfin-chen-onfang. A town.

Chang-tfin-chen.

Chang-haya. A village.

26. Kong-chan-pu. A town.

Kong-chan-chiou.

Song-ching-chen.

Tay-ngan-tcheou.

27. Chui-ku-chan. A town.

Yong-lau-chen.

28. Sin-tay-chen.

Mong- in-chen.

1795, March.

1. Kiang-cha-fin. A town.

Teu-chang-y. A town.

Tfang-ti-tfi. A village.

2. Poun-chan. A village.

Sin-cong-y. A hamlet.

Hence the road is no longer the fame as that by which the Ambaf-
fador went to Pe king.

d Sin-cong.chen.
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Sin-cong-chen.

3. jLi-ca-chong. A town.

Sau-yi-pu. A village.

4. Yen-chin-chen.

Kiang-vho-fau-y. A village.

Through the province of Kiang-nam.

Tcheou-mou. A village.

5. Sang-hau-che. A village,

Su-tfien-chen*

In-hau-che. A village.

6. Tfong-king-che. A towg.

Von-ca-fen. A town.

8. Sin-can-pu. A town.

Then by water through the fame province*

Tfin-ho-chen.

Houay-ngan-fou,

9. Pau-in-chen.

12. Kau-you-tcheou.

Yang-tcheou-fou.

17. Qua-tcheou.

Ching-kiang-fou.

1 8. Tang-yang-chen.

ig. Chang-tcheou-fou.

20. Yovt-fi-chen.

21. Sou-tcheou-fou.

22. Un-kiang-chen.

Through the province of Tcbe-kiang,

23. Che-men-chen.

24. Hong-tcheou-fou.

25. By land 20 //, as far as the town called Tfak-hau,

and then by water.

28. Fu-yang-chen.

29. Tong-lu-chcn.
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29. Tong-lu-chen.

30. Yen-tcheou-fou.

31. Lan-ki-chen.

1795, April.

2. Long-you-chen.

3. Kiou-tcheou-fou.

4. Chang-chan-chen.

5. By land 85 /;, as far as the city of Chu-chan-

ohen, in the province of Kiang-fi, and then by water.

7. Quang-lin-fou.

8. Ko-yang-chen.

9. Qua-ki-chen.

10. Ngan-yin-chen,

11. Yu-kan-chen,

13. Nan-tchang-fou"*.

15. Tong-ching-chen.

17. Sin-tu-chen.

18. Kia-kiang-chen.

19. Ki chauye-chen,

20. Ki-ngan-fou.

21. Tay-ho-chen.

23. Nan-ngan-fou.

27. Kan-tcheou-fou.

29. Nan-hang-chen.

1795, May.

1. Nan-ngan-fou.

3. By land 120 //', crofting again the mountains of

Moillng-chang, as far as the city of Nan-hiong-fou, in

the province of ^uang-tong.

* Here the Emb^fly returned to the road by which it had gone to

Ft.king.

5. Chao-tcheou-fou.
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5. Chao-tcheou'fou.

6. In-te-chen.

7. Tfing-yan-chcn.

8. San-cheuye-chen.

9. Fo-chan. A city without walls, but equally

commercial with Quang-tong.

10. Quang-tcheou-fou, or Quang-tong.

Although the places not in^lofed by walls, and the

villages mentioned in the Itinerary are not indicated by

figures, it is eafy neverthelefs to conceive the direction

in which they lie, as a dotted line marks the road we

purfued.

• . _ .
• *'•’

[ . i \Jl '
. . w

The cities which terminate in foil, are thofe of the

firft order ; tcheou defignates thofe of the fecond ;
and

the final fy liable cbcn
,
thofe of the third order.

\

I
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JOURNEY
*

OF THE EMBASSY

OF THE
A

DUTCH EAST-INDIA COMPANY
0

TO THE COURT OF THE EMPEROR OF CHINA,

IN THE TEARS 1 794 , AND 1795 .

April 2
, 1794 .

On the 2 cl of April, 1794, at noon, a vifit

was paid me by the Namheuyun * of the city of

Quang-tclieou-fou, (commonly called Quang-tong,

and by the French, Canton), accompanied by the

merchant Monqua, Chief of the Cohang. After

the ufual civilities, the Mandarin, whom Monqua
ferved as an interpreter, informed me that he

?

* For an explanation of tins, and the other Chinefe words, as

well as of feveral fafts, almlions, and other localities, the reader

is referred to the alphabetical notes immediately preceding the

work. As mod of them relate, in the firft indance at lead,

to the fird volume, it has been thought better to place them there,

than to put them at the end of the work, as was done by the

French Editor.

VOL. I. B was
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was fent by the Tfong-tou
,
who wifhed to know

whether the Dutch Eaft-India Company would

not adopt the idea of fending a Deputy to Ps-king,

ro congratulate the Emperor on the anniverfary

of his acceffion to the Throne, which his Majefty

was going to celebrate for the fixtieth time. He
added, that the Englifh, as well as the Portu-

guefe fettled at Macao, had manifefted an inten-

tion to take a part in that remarkable event, and

that as the Dutch nation was one of the firft

eftablifhed in China, the Tfong-tou would feel a

real fatisfa&ion at feeing a reprefentative of the

Company attend at the folemnity. I might even

in the opinion of the Namheuyun go to Pe-king

in quality of Envoy, provided I could obtain

from my immediate fuperiors, letters of credit,

addreffes of congratulation for the Emperor, and

recommendations to the Tfong-tou.

After exprelling the gratitude I felt for this-

kind overture of the Tfong-tou, I fpoke of an op-

portunity which fortunately prefented itfelf of

communicating it- to the Commiffaries-General,

lately arrived at Batavia from Holland, and of

my convi£tion that the vvifhes of the Tfong-tou

would be fulfilled.

The
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The Namheuyun a (keel within what fpace of

time I might expert to receive an anfwer. I an-

fwered that five Ynonths would be fufficient, and

that it would not require more than feven for the

arrival of an Envoy at Macao, in cafe one fhould

be fent.

On hearing this, he teftified a great deal of fatis-

fadlionj and requeued me to ufe all pofhble diligence

•in the execution of my promife, ofwhich he would

give immediate information to the Tfong-tou . He
charged me exprefsly to recommend the meafure

to the Great Mandarins of Batavia, and to prefs

them to adopt it without delay. I allured him

repeatedly that he might depend upon my zeal.

The Mandarin then obferved to me, that the

Pe-king journey was to take place in March 1795.

I he objedt of his million being now fulfilled, he

rofe, after having accepted a glafs of Cape wine
;

and when he retired, with an air exprellive of his

fatisfaclionj I thowed him all the cuftomary

marks of honour, by attending him to his pa-

lanquin.

Two veflels, belonging to private individuals

ol Bombay, and commanded by Captains Ri-

chardfon and Douglas, being ftill in the road of

B 2 Vamjiou,
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Vamjiou
, which they were to leave in a fortnight,

in order to return to Bombay, by way of Batavia,

| determined to avail myfelf of the opportunity to

inform their Excellencies the Commiflaries Gene-

ral of the invitation I had received. I wrote to
\

them, in confequence, a circumftantial difpatch,

the copy of which will be found under the letter

A, among the documents which I have thought

proper to add to this work.

The Commiflaries General, having received

my difpatches, determined to fend an Embafiy,

and his Excellency M. Ifaac Titzing, one of the

Ordinary Counfellors of the Grand Council of the

Dutch Indies, was the perfon chofen to go to

Pe-king in quality of Ambaffador.

July. On the 17th of July, 1794, I re-

ceived notice of this appointment by a fmall

Englifh velfel from Batavia, which brought me a

letter from the Ambaflador himfelf, informing

me that I was to be employed as fecond in the

Embafly. I haftened to convey this news from

Macao to the Dutch merchants of Canton, and

to requeft them to communicate it to the Tfong-

tou, that proper preparations might be made for

the reception of his Excellency. A few days

after, I received an anfwer, acquainting me that

the
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the Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuen, the Hou-Jiou, and the

other Mandarins, had learnt the appointment of

an Ambaffador with great fatisfa&ion
;

that or-

ders had been given for his being received with

every mark of diftin6tion; and that I was requeu-

ed to fend off, without lofing a fingle moment,

an exprefs from Macao to Canton, as foon as I

lliould hear of the arrival of our (hips. They

added, that it was fuppofed that the Ambaffador

would come dire£tly in his own veffel to Vampou,

whither the Hou-pou. would repair in perfon, to

compliment his Excellency; and that two Man-
darins, of inferior rank, would be charged to go

and congratulate him at the head of all the Co~

hangijl merchants as foon as he fhould arrive at

the Mouth of the Tygris
, (Bocca-Tygris)

.

September. I waited till the beginning of the

month of September at Macao, for the arrival of

our ihips, with the refolution of fetting off on the

10th for Canton, with all the perfons belonging

to the Direction, of which I was at the head.

We went on board accordingly on the 9th.

in the afternoon of the fame day, I was in-

formed by an American Supercargo (Mr. Olm-
ltead) at the moment of his arrival, that he had

been on the 3d of the fame month, near Pulo-

b 3 Condor*
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Condor, on board of our flap the Siam, and that

he had converfed with the Ambaffador, who had

given him a letter for me. Mr. Olmftead thought

it probable that our fhips, which were four in

number, might arrive in three days at Macao

but our baggage being already embarked, I per-

fifted in my determination to go to Canton. I di-

refted Radinel, a Supercargo, to remain at Macao,

and compliment the Ambaffador the moment he

ihould appear in the roadj to flay on board and

accompany him to Canton
;
and to lofe no op-

portunity of making himfelf of ufe.

ioth. Setting off from Macao on the loth of

September, we arrived off Canton at twelve at

night, .when it was too late to go on fhore.

Early in the morning of the 13th we repaired to

the Factory, whither we had been preceded by

a Sajientin, bearing the agreeable news that the

four fhips of the Company, the Siam, the Wajh-

ington, the Swan
,
and the Sea Flower, had caff

anchor near the Lema Iflands.

On the following day, the Hon-Jiou was ac-

quainted that the fhips were approaching Macao,

and on the 15th I refolved to fet off in a great

Sampan? f°r Bocca-Tygris, ii) order to prefent my
refpe&s to the Ambaffador. The Hou-Jiott having

granted
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granted me a chap (paffport) I arrived on the

17th, towards noon, at the Cajile
,
one of the

forts that defend the entrance of Bocca-Tygris,

and at half paft two I got on board the Siam. I

cordially congratulated his Excellency, who

in return added every mark of confideration to

a very friendly reception.

In the afternoon, two Mandarins came to in-

form his Excellency that the Cafiles were going

to falute him ;
and an inftant after they fired their

guns, which were anfwered by three vollies from

the Siam, for each Cajile, agreeably to the cuftom

of the Chinefe.

1 8th. The wind on the 1 8th having drifted to

the North, and the veffel being confequently able

to make but little way, I took leave of his Ex-

cellency with his own confent, and fet off for

Canton, where I landed on the 19th early in the

afternoon. I there prepared my apartments in

fuch a wTay as to make them fit lodgings for the

Ambaffador, and took poffeflion of thofe belong-

ing to the fecond in the Direction.

2 2d. At length the Siam arrived at Vamhou.

The following morning I repaired on board, ac-

companied by all the Members of the Council,

B 4 to



VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

to pay our refpedts to his Excellency in a body,

and to exprefs the pleafure we felt at his arrival.

We fet off again for the Fadtory in the afternoon,

leaving on board the {hip three Deputies from

the Council, to accompany the Ambaffador as

far as Canton, whither he was to repair after the

vifit of the Hou-pou, which was fixed for the next

day.

24th. On the 24th I returned to the fhip, in

compliance with the whiles of that Mandarin,

who was defirous that his vilit fhould be paid to

me in common with the AmbalTador.

It was about eleven o’clock when the Hou-pou

came on board. I went to receive him as far as

the top of the ladder, and conduced him to the

cabin of the AmbalTador. He congratulated his

Excellency on his arrival, and teftified the plea-

fure he felt at feeing him there.

He afterwards made inquiry in a very particular

manner into the motive of Embafly; and being

told in anfvver that it had no other objedt than to

congratulate the Emperor' on his entry into the

fixtieth year of his reign, he perlifted again in

afking if his Excellency were not charged with

any other million. Being again allured that he

was
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was not, he repeated, that in cafe any thing

were to be propofed to his Imperial Majefty, of

any nature whatever, it mud be mentioned be-

forehand, becaufe it was necefiary that the Court

fhould have previous information. He was told

a third time, that nothing whatever was meant

but to offer congratulations and prefents to the

Emperor. He then required the Ambaffador

and me to declare upon our honour that we fpoke

the truth ;
a requeft with which we readily

complied.

He next afked to fee the letter addreffed to his

Imperial Majefty. His Excellency gave him a

copy, which the Mandarin did not think what it

ought to be, and of which he considered the out-

fide as much too plain. Being told that the

original contained a Chinefe tranflation, he

defired permifllon to break open the cover, that

he might fee the contents o.f the letter, and

indicate the necefiary changes; affuring the

Ambaffador, that it was a thing indifpenfable,

and of the laft neceftity to communicate the

contents to the Emperor beforehand.

His Excellency made anfwer, that he hoped

the Hou-pou would have the goodnefs to reftify

every thing which might appear amifs, and to
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give him all the information of which he Hood in

need $ that he placed the utmoft confidence in

him ; that he was free to break the feal of the

letter ; and that in refpeft to the Chinefe tranf-

lation made at Batavia, his Excellency was fo far

from venturing to warrant its fidelity, that he

availed himfelf of the prefent opportunity to re*

queft that a better might be made.

The Hmt-pou opened the letter, examined the

form of it, and promifed to have it tranflated

anew. He afterwards propofed to carry the

letter away with him, in order to flievv it to the

Tfong-tou,
promifing to return.it to his Excels

lency by the hands of the merchant Paonkequa,

with inftruftions concerning the alterations that

it might be deemed expedient to make.

After this converfation, which lafHd at leaf!:

half an hour, the Hou-Jiou accepted a glafs of

Cape wine, rofe and took his leave 5 not without

telling; us it was his intention to fet off for Pe-

king,
and that he hoped to feqfikfs Excellency

and me at court in the enjoyment of perfefl

health. I attended him as far as the fhip’s fide,

where frefh civilities palled between us. He
then fet off, after having a prefent for the

Ambalfador put on board the Siam, confifting

of
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of feveral head of cattle, fruit, and other pro-

yiiions.

As foon as the Hou-pou had quitted the fhip l

alfo took leave of his Excellency and went to

Canton, in order to be ready to receive him at

the Factory before dinner; the Ambalfador

having refufed with the greateft politenefs the

offer which the Hou-pou had juft made him of

coming the following day, with fome great Sam -

panes, to take him on lhore in ftate.

I had been but a very little time on fhore,

when the Ambaffador arrived in his boat, accom-

panied by the Members of the Council, who had

remained with him as deputies, and followed by

the boats of the three other fhips, which had

come to anchor on the morning of the fame dat

at Vampou. In thefe boats were the captains of

the four flips.

I went, as well as the other members of the

Direftion, to receivers Excellency on the ftairs

that go down to the river, and conduced him to

the Council Chamber, where I feated him in the

Prefident’s chair. I then addrefted to him a

compliment, accompanied by every mark of re-

fpe£f, and the Membprs of the Council followed
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my example. His Excellency anfwered us in a

manner fuitable to the occafion; and after he had

remained feated for a moment, I propofed to

conduct him to the apartments deftined for his

ufe, to which he agreed. We then walked out

in order to fit down to table; the ceremonial of

the day being thus brought to a conclufion.

I fhould have faid, that, on the 22d of Sep-

tember, the Fou-yuen had fent two Mandarins,

with three merchants of Canton, on board of the

Siam, to vifit the Ambalfador on his part and on

that of the Tfong-tou, who happened not to be at

Canton at that time, and to exprefs to him the

fatisfacfion which his coming occafioned in the

Empire of China.

It was on the 24th that the Tfong-tou returned

from a journey which he had made to the pro-

vince of Quang-fi, which, like that of Quang-tong,

was fubject to his adminiftration ; but the Fou-

yuen being obliged to fet off the fame day, and

to go and examine the damages occafioned by

an inundation, at the diftance of two or three

days journey, his unforefeen abfence determined

the Tfong-tou to fend, on the following day, two

principal Mandarins to wait upon the Ambaf-

fador,
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fador, and to tell him, that he was prevented by

that circumftance from giving him an audience.

15th. On the 25th the Tfong-tou fent his Ex-

cellency two oxen, four lheep, four hogs, ten

geefe, ten ducks, ten fowls, two fmall chefts of

Souchong tea of twenty-five cati's each (thirty-one

pounds and a quarter troy weight)
;
two bar-

rels of red candles ; and fixteen half bags of

rice.

26th. The agents of the foreign nations, who
had already returned from Macao to Canton,

having come to pay the Ambaffador their com-

pliments of congratulation on his arrival, his

Excellency, on the 26th, returned a vifit to each

of them individually.

The fame day the Suh-Namheuyen came to fee

the Ambaffador, and furnilhed him with a guard

of four foldiers, who had dirediions to keep

good order among the Chinefe, before the Fac-

tory, during his Excellency’s day.

The Fou-yuen having returned from his journey

at the clofe of the day, the next evening the

merchant Paonkequa, fecond Chief or Director of

the Company of Cohangijls
,
came to announce,

1 that
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that, at the breaking up of a conference of the!

Tfong-tou, the Foit-yusn , and the Hou-pou, thefe

Mandarins had ordered him to make a trans-

lation of the letter addreffed by the Commiffaries

General of India to the Emperor. The confe-

rence was* that almofl immediately afterwards,

Vouqua and VQuayqua,
members «f the Cohang, as

well as the firft clerk of Kiouqua

,

another member

of that Company, joined Paonkequa in my apart-

ment, in order to tranflate the letter, which I

di6tated to them in Englith, into the Chinefe?

tongue. It was paft midnight before our work

was at an end*

i

28th, On the 28th in the afternoon another*

Mandarin was fent to afk me for an explanation

of fome expreffions that occurred in the letter.

\

As to the prefents that were to be offered to»

the Emperor in the name of thp Dutch Nation,

the Ambaffador acquainted the Hou-Jiou, at the

time of the vifit paid him by that Mandarin on

board of the Siam, that he had only brought a

few articles, becaufe he had been informed that

others were to be met with at Canton. He
therefore begged the Hou-Jiou to have the good-

nefs to affift him in this refpe£t by pointing out

the things he might think beft calculated to

pleafe
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pleafe his Imperial Majefty ;
and this the Man-

darin promiled to do, Accordingly, after the

Tjong-tou, the Fou-yuen ,
and the Hou-Jioti had had

a confutation, the latter charged Paonkeqtia to

deliver to the Ambadador a lift of twenty-four

articles, which we lhould be at liberty to pur-

chafe, and of which it was probable the price

wrould not exceed the fum the Commiffaries

General of Batavia had fixed as the value of the

prefents.

As this happened to be the time of an annual

ceremony which gives to the Tfong-tou, and the

other Mandarins of the firft rank a great deal of

occupation for feveral davs together, viz. th e

examination of the ftudents, and the ceremonial

of the infcription of the names of thofe w'ho de-

ferve to be put upon the lift of candidates for a

degree, the audience which he was to give to'

the Ambaflador w7as again deferred.

In the mean time the purpofed changes in the

letter defined for his Imperial Majefty were

made; and as a great deal of aftonifhment had

been fiiewn at its being written upon paper, in-

lfead of being upon parchment, like the Ambaf-

fador’s commifiion, I took, in order to remedy

this inconvenience, a large Ikin of parchment

2- upon
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upon which I had a border painted of flowers in

feftoons and lions rampant. I then parted the

letter upon the parchment, and by thefe means

the objection was removed.

Another difficulty remained, which was, that

it was neceflary that the letter fhould be put

into a purfe of yellow fatin, with a dragon em-

broidered upon it in gold ; and that afterwards

the purfe fhould be inclofed in a box gilt all

over, having in like manner a dragon in relief. I

fulfilled all this part of the ceremonial likewife,

fo that the principal bufinefs of the Embafly was

properly provided for; the letter having been

put into the purfe, together with a lift, written

upon yellow fatin, of the prefents that were to

be offered to the Emperor.

Oftobet. On the 3d of Oftober a vifit was

paid to his Excellency by the four principal

Mandarins of the Regency of Canton, fent by

the Tfong-tou, viz. the Pau-tchong-tfu, or Grand

Treafurer; the On-tcha-tfu, or Chief Juftice ;

the Gim-ouan-tfu , or Superintendant of the Im-

perial Magazines of Salt ; and the Leong-tau, or

Firft Infpeftor of the Magazines of Rice. When
the ufual compliments wrere over, thefe four

Mandarins afked, in the name of the Tfong-tou,

why
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why a Chincfe tranflation had been added at

Batavia to the letter for the Emperor ; why our

Monarch had not figned the letter ; and why

there was only the feal of the Dutch Eaft India

Company, without that of the four Mandarins

(the four Commiffaries General) by wliom it was

iigned, being affixed to it.

By means of an interpreter, the Ambaffiador

gave them in detail every explanation which they

could defire. They appeared fatisfied, and after

having drunk a cup of tea, and a glafs of wine,

took their leave.

It mud neceffiarily appear lingular to the reader,

that the Tfong-tou ffiould exhibit fo much fufpicion

in regard to an Embaffy, of which the idea had

originated with himfelf, and that he ffiould ap-

pear to feek information concerning things, of

which it was impoffible for him to be ignorant.

But the Tfong-tou would have been a bungling

politician if he had not affected ignorance, and

if he had not fought to give to an Embaffy, fecret-

ly concerted with himfelf, the appearance of an

homage voluntarily paid to the Emperor. It may
alfo be obferved, that ill-intentioned people had
taken a pleafure in circulating fallilies, with a

view of thwarting the project. The Tfong-tou

Vo l I. 0 was
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was therefore obliged to aft with the greateft

circumfpeftion, left he fhould give umbrage to

the other Mandarins.

The jealoufy and hatred of certain Europeans

had inftigated feveral Chinefe merchants to infi-

nuate that the Embafty was not fent by the

Chief of tile Dutch nation ; that this Chief

was not a King
; and that the Ambaffedor was

not a great Mandarin. They had alfo fpread fe-

veral other difadvantageous reports. It was very

fortunate for us, that the Regency of Canton en-

tertained fuch an opinion of the Dutch national

charafter, and of the peaceful and fedate con-

duct of the individuals of our nation, as infured

the fuccefs of an Embafty which had been fo in-

duftrioufly traduced.

The TJong-tou continued to fhew a great deal

of attention to the Ambaflqdor. He fent, every

two or three days, a Mandarin to my houfe,

with directions to alk after the health of his Ex-

cellency, and to enquire if he was in want of any

thing, in order that it might be procured.

The Chinefe tranflation of the letter that had

been made bv the merchants whom I have
J

named above, and to whom I had diftated it in

2 Englifh,
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Jinglifh, was afterwards put by the Tfong-tou, into

the hands of the Pau-tchong-tfu and the On-tcha-tfu,

in order that they might give it an elegance of lan-

guage, and a ftile fufficiently dignified to render

it worthy of the eyes of the Emperor; while I,

on my part, was cohering the articles intended

as prefents, fo that every thing might be ready

upon the firft demand.

10th. On the 10th, the Hou-pou, the On-tcha-

tfu, and four or five of the principal Mandarins,

went to Mr. Beale’s, to fee the pieces of mc-

chanifm, of which he had a great number in

his warehoufe to fell. Thence they went to

vifit the Ambaffador, and to enquire after his

health. The Hou-pou told his Excellency, that

In a fhort time the Court of Pe-king would be ac-

quainted with his arrival, and that he might reft

affured that every thing would be prepared for

his departure, as foon as an anfwer Ihould be re-

ceived from the Court. On the following day,

the Taytou, or General of the Troops of the Pro-

vince of Quang-ton
,
paid a vifit to the Ambaflador,

to congratulate him on his arrival; and the fame

day the merchant Paonkeqna came to inform his

Excellency, that the Tfong-tou would, on the

13th, grant both his Excellency and me a public

audience, deftincd for the reception of the letter

C 2 thaf
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that we had to deliver to his Highnefs (the Tfoug-

tou
)
on the part of the Commiffaries General of

the Dutch Eaft-India Company. He added, that

this opportunity would be taken, for us to make

the falute of honour due to his Imperial Majefty,

and that the ceremony would end with an

imperial dinner, where we were to be regaled

with "all the perfons belonging to the Diredtion in

the garden of Lopqua ; and that plays, and other

fhows, were to be exhibited there for our amufe-
*

ment.

13th. We kept ourfelves in readinefs accord-

ingly. Paonkequa
, and a Lingua, (interpreter)

came to take us on the morning of the 13th, and

a handfome Sampane landed us on the other fide

of the river, oppolite to the Faftories and the

city of Canton, in the fuburb called Honan.

Thence we were conducted to the Pagoda,

Hauy-tfong-tfi * , where we found feveral hundreds

of Chinefe foldiers under arms, and lining the road

through which we were to pafs, for more than

two hundred yards. The Ambaflador’s body

guards were placed at their head.

* This is the fame in which the Englifh Ambafiador, Lord

Macartney, was received by the Tfong-tou

,

and the other prin-

cipal Mandarins, on his return from Pc-king. (Fr. Ed.)

At
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At the entrance of the pagoda, a large double

tent was pitched, covering on one fide the impe-

rial dinner, and on the other, that is to fav, on

the Eaftern, a kind of faloon furnithed with

carpets and with chairs for the Mandarins, the

AmbafTador, and myfelf. Thefe feats, placed

nearly in a half circle, were fo difpofed that the

TJong-tou, the Fou-yuen,
and the Hou-pou were to

fill the three that hood as it were in the centre,

and that his Excellency and I were to be at a

fmall diftance to their right, and turned a little

towards them; while on their left were four feats

intended for the Pau-tchong- tfu ,
the On-tcha-tfu

,

the Gim-ouan-tju
,
and the Leong-tau.

When his Excellency and I approached the

pagoda, we found the Tfong-tou ,
and the fix other

Mandarins, on the right of the road. We were

defired to pafs before them, and were conduced

to a kind of altar, hung with yellow, on which

was a vafe with perfumes burning in it, and

a board (Chap) on which the names and titles

of the Emperor were infcribed in letters of

gold. Round the back of the altar was a yellow

fcreen.

Two cufhions were laid upon the ground for

us, and we were told to do the falute of honour

c 3 to
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to the Emperor. We performed this ceremony

according to the Chinefe cuftom. It confifts' in

"kneeling down three times; jn faluting at each

probation, by bowing the head three times to

the ground ; and in rifmg quite up after each

third inclination of the head, in order to kneel

down anew. All thefe motions are diredted by

the voice of a Mandarin, who meafures the time

by regular intervals, in like manner as an officer

exerciiing troops.

When we had done, the Viceroy, and the

other Mandarins, came up to his Excellency and

me, and addreffed to us the moft friendly congra-

tulations. We were then conducted to that part

of the tent where the chairs were placed, and tool^

our feats in the order indicated above. The

Tfong-tou fat down firft, and then the Ambaffador

put on his hat.

The Viceroy having alked a few queftions

concerning the motive of the Embaffy, and re-

ceived polite anfwers, the Ambaffador prefented

the letter to him, with which he had been charg-

ed by the Commiffaries General of Batavia. He
opened it, read with attention the Chinefe tran-

ffation that accompanied it, and affined his Ex-

cellency that he would do every thing in his power

to
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to make the Ve-king journey as agreeable to him

as he could wifti.

Mis Hiehnefs then afked the Ambaffador if he
O

fliould be ready to fet off without delay, in cafe

his Imperial Majefty ihould defire his arrival at

Court before the end of the prefent Chinefe year,

and if it would be poffible for him to leave Can-

ton in a month, or thereabout. The Ambaffador

anfwered in the affirmative, and faid that he

fhould be ready to undertake the journey on the

firft order from the Emperor; which appeared to

give the Tfong-tou much fatisfafiion.

A bowl of foup was then ferved up, with bird’s

nefts, and afterwards a dilh of tea; after which

the Mandarins having rifen, and we alfo, we fol-

lowed them anew to the altar, where we repeat-

ed, in concert with them, the grand falute of

honour to the Emperor.

This ceremony being performed, the Tfong-tou

came towards us, and invited us to the imperial

dinner. VVe anfwered him in terms expreffive

of our gratitude. He then ordered two Manda-

rins to condudl us to the garden of Lopqua, fe-

parated from the Temple, or Pagoda, only by a

wall ; to give us a good reception, and to procure

C 4 us



24 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

us every poflible amufement in their power. We
now took leave of his Highnefs and the other

Mandarins, in order to follow our condubtors to

the garden, whither all the dinner that had been

prepared on one of the fides of the tent was con-

veyed, and where we found the Members of our

eftablilhment, and the Chinefe merchants, come

to partake of the entertainment, which lafted

till eleven o’clock at night. We then returned

to the Factory. i

i ,

14th. The Englifh Supercargoes, who had

come back from Macao feveral days before, but

who had not yet vifited the Ambaflador, waited

upon him in a body, the day after he had his

public audience of the Viceroy; and two days

after his Excellency went to fee each of thofe

gentlemen individually.

The Commiffaries General, having fent by

another Ihip a duplicate of the letter they had

written to his Imperial Majefty, that in cafe of

any accident happening to the Ambaflador the

obje£t‘of his million might be fulfilled by me,

had addrcfled to me in confequence a commiffion,

in which they appointed me’ to the furvivorfhip

of the Embafly, and gave me in that cafe his Ex-

cellency’s charabter, rank, and titles. The Tfong-toti

thought
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thought proper to fend this duplicate to Pe-king

by an exprefs, after having made the fame

changes in it as in the original, which remained

with the Ambaflador, in order that he might de-

liver it in perfon. The courier was difpatched

on the 14th of October in the evening, with di-

rections to travel fifty leagues (five hundred Us) a

day, that he might arrive at Pe-king at the end

of twelve days. He was alfo charged with a

letter from the Tfong-tou to the Prime Minifter,

which, according to the report of Pouayqua who
had read it, and who mentioned it to me, was

higldv favourable to our million.

15th. The following day, Pnonkequa came in

the name of the Tfong-tou, to requeft the Ambaf-
fador to prepare to fet off within a month, becaufe

it was very probable that his Excellency would

be fent for to Pe-king before the feftival of the

new year (which correfpo-nds with the 21 ft of

January of the European calendar), and becaufe

the anfwer of the Court would arrive within that

fpace of time.

16th. The Ambaflador, who had expreffed

to Paonkequa his defire to go into the city that

he might there prcfent his rcfpe£ls to the Tfong-

tou, to the Fgu-yuen, and to the ITou-pou, received

a favourable anfwer through the medium of the

fame
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fame merchant, with this fingular reftri£tion on

the part of the Viceroy: that he obferved to

his Excellency, that he was not permitted by the

nfages of China to receive him in his palace,

nor with as much refpedt as he deferved, or as

he (the Tfong-tou) ihould be happy to fhew him

;

and that he therefore trufted, as this could not

be done without infringing on the laws and

cultoms of the country, that the Ambaffador

would not take it ill if he fent an excufe by one of

his Mandarins to the gate of the palace, efpecially

as the year before he had treated the Englifh

Ambaffador, (Lord Macartney) in the fame way,

39th. Elis Excellency conformed to this eti-

quette, and on the following day we went to-

gether to pay the intended vifits. We were car-

ried by four bearers (cou/is), and the interpreter,

who accompanied us, delivered our vifiting cards

at the gates of the palaces. An inferior Man-

darin came out, and in the name of his Chief

hgnified the high fenfe he entertained of th$

trouble the Ambaffador had taken,

Affifted by the Chinefe Cohangiji merchants, I

colleffed all the prefents intended for the Em-

peror, the Firft Minifter of State, and the other

Mandarins of the Court, in order that the whole

phght be properly packed up, and ready for re-

moval.
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moval. At the fame time, the fliips of the Com-

pany, that came with the Ambaffador,. were loaded

with all poffible difpatch, that their return to

Europe might not be delayed.

November. On the 9th of November, the

Tfong-tou fc-nt a Mandarin to requeft his Excel-

lency to hold himfelf in readinefs to fet off in

thirteen days, the 23d being fixed for his de-

parture.

Although this was in fome fort a delay of eight

days, fince it had at firft been fettled on the 14th

of October, that we were to fet out a month

after, it appeared impoflible to his Excellency

to be ready by that time. But I declared, that

as to every thing that related to the loading of

the veffels for Europe, it would be terminated

before, and confequently that little or nothing

remained to be done to expedite their failing.

T even undertook to provide every thing that

might be neceffary, particularly for the journey

of the Embaffy; and I intreated his Excellency

to ufe all poffible brevity in the difpatches he in-

tended to fend to Batavia, as he had fuch forcible

reafons to atTign as an cxcufe; fince it appeared

by calculation that our departure could not be

delayed a fingle moment, if we wifhed to arrive

at
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at Pe-king by New Year’s Day. The examina-

tion of all thefe poflibilities, and Paonkequa's

urgent requeft that we would gratify the Tfong-

tou, at laft induced his Excellency to come to a

refolution to fet off on the 2 2d, and every effort

was made to fulfil his promife.

10th. On the 10th of November, the Englifh

Supercargoes gave his Excellency a fplendid en-

tertainment.

nth. On the nth moft of the prefents were

packed up, in order that by being fent off before

us, they might put us to no inconvenience on

the road. Gilt frames were put to the four large

mirrors, and they were carefully placed each in

a feparate cheft. A machine was then made for

each chefl:, fo that the glafs might be carried,

and put upon the ground always on one fide, and

that the coulis, when inclined to reft themfelves,

might expofe it to no rifk.

On the 13th of November, at a very early

hour of the morning, Paonkequa was fent by the

Tfong-tou to tell the Ambaflador that the Empe-

ror’s anfwer had arrived at midnight, and that it

was couched in very favourable terms ; that his

Imperial Majefty wiflied the Ambaflador to repair

to
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to Pe-king before New Year’s Day, in order to

/hew him all the pomp of the Court on that fo-

lemn fell ival ; and to prefent him to all the af-

fembled Princes and Grandees of his Empire;

as alfo that his Excellency might partake of the

feafts and diverfions of the Court. Paonkequa

added, that his Imperial Majefty delired the

Ambaflador to bring with him two Europeans

verted in the C-hinefe tongue, who might, upon

occafion, ferve as interpreters.

Although no Europeans at Canton were com-

pletely mailers of the Chinefe language, it was

refolved neverthelefs to conform as far as poflible

to the Emperor’s will). His Excellency deter-

mined in confequence to propofe Meilieurs

Agie and de Guignes, two Frenchmen, and

charged Paonkequa to intimate the fame to the

Tfong-tou.

In the afternoon, the Pan tchong-tju, the On-
tc/ia-tfu, and fcveral Mandarins went to infpedt

the pieces ot mechanifm intended for the Empe-
ror, previoufly to their being packed up, as well
as the other valuable articles. From thence they

proceeded 10 congratulate the Ambaflador upon
his Imperial Majefly’s favourable anfvver; and
endeavoured to prevail on his Excellency to

haflen.3
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haften his departure, were it but a tingle day, irt

order that he might be at Pe-king by the time

mentioned in the letter, which appeared to be

the ioth of January. As it was really impoffible

to ufe greater difpatch than that we were mak~

ing, his Excellency confined his anfvver to an af-

furance that he would fet off on the 226. With
this engagement the Mandarins were at latt fa-

tisfied, and took their leave.

14th. On the following day, the 14th, the

Mandarin, appointed to be our third conduftor,

made his appearance, accompanied by Paonkequa,

who came on the part of the Viceroy, to read

and extol the Emperor’s anfvver to the Ambaf-

fador, and to declare that on fome future day he

would be furnifhed with a copy. Having already

indicated the fubftance of this letter, I lhall here

avoid a needlefs repetition.

This fame Mandarin came afterwards to my
refidence with Pao?ikequa

, to know what provh

lions we thould have a dailv occafion for during:

the journey, that he might give orders to have

them prepared, and that we might be in want of

nothing. As this day was one of thofe which

the Chinefe think propitious to all undertakings,

they began to embark the prefents intended for

his
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his Imperial Majefty on board of tranfport

barges.

16th. The Danifli, Swedifh, and Spanilli Su-

percargoes, gave fucceflive farevvel entertain-

ments to his Excellency and his fuite, on the

1 6th, 17th, and 1 8th of November.

17th. On the 17th, the Mandarins, who were

our two firft conductors, came alfo to pay their

compliments to the Ambaflador and me: they

were both of the rank of the blue button. On
the evening of the fame day, Paonkequa came on

the part of the Tfong-tou, to inform us that his

Excellency and I lhould have on the twentieth,

in the Pagoda of Honan
,
our formal audience of

leave of the Viceroy, and of the other Manda-

rins of the Regency
; and that a copy would

then be given us of the letter of his Imperial Ma-

jefty. 1 communicated all thefe particulars to

the A mbalfador.

1 8th. On the iSth, the two Frenchmen, Mef-

fieurs Agie and de Guignes, went into town to

prefent themfelves to the Tfong-tou, in order to

give him proofs of their knowledge of the Chi-

nefe language ; and fucceeded fufficiently well to

obtain his approbation of their appointment.

19th.
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19th. On the 19th, in the evening, the bulky

prefents were difpatched for Pe-king, on board of

fix Sampanes, under the care of a principal Man-
darin of the white button, and of three other

Mandarins of the gilt button.

20th. On the day fixed for the audience of

leave, the Ambaffador and I went on board a

paffage veffel, and waited on the other fide of

the river, at Honan , for the arrival of the Vice-

roy till eleven o’clock, when we went on lhore.

We there found foldiers drawn up in two lines, in

the fquare before the Pagoda, as at the firft audi-

ence. The tent and all the other arrangements

were the fame. The Tfong-tou and the reft of

the Mandarins, among whom was a different

Hou-pou from him we had feen on the former oc-

cafion, were alfo waiting for us on the road.

They gave us a kind reception, and conducted

us to the place where feats were prepared.

Everyone having taken his place, the Tfong-tou told

us that he was much concerned that the journey to

Court could not be fo agreeable to us as he could

have wilhed, fince it was to be performed at the

coldeft feafon of the year; that be had taken

care to have every thing fo arranged, as to make

travelling as convenient and pleafant to us as

pofliblej and that he thought we were provided

with
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with a fufficiency of furs to defend us from the

cold. We thanked his Highnefs, through the

medium of the interpreter, for his kind attention,

and as to the cold, we anfvvered that we were

accuftomed to it in our own country, where the

winters were at lead as fevere as they codkl be at

Pe-king.

The Tfong-iou next enquired if we were ready

to fet off, and upon our anfwer in the affirma-

tive, testified a great deal of fatisfa£lion.

At the fame moment, little porringers were

handed round, with a very agreeable foup made

of a fmall kind of peafe, and afterwards cups of

tea. Then, at the found of a gmgom, which was

at the entrance of the Pagoda, the Viceroy,

and other Mandarins all rofe, and we did

the fame. They placed themfelves on the

right of the road, and we took the left fide,

ftanding oppofite to one another. When the

proceffion, which was advancing, came near us,

I perceived that it was the letter of the Emperor,

carried by eight Coulis in the Imperial livery, upon
a kind of hand-barrow, preceded by twenty fer-

vants in the fame livery. There was alfo a por-

table altar, on which was placed a vafe with

burning incenfe.

V
r
oL. I. D A t
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At the moment when the Emperor’s letter,

which was rolled up in a cover of yellow filk,

palled before us, all the Mandarins knelt down.

We followed their example, and did not rife till

they did. The letter being now brought to the

Imperial altar, a Mandarin took the cafe or cover

which contained it from off the little hand

barrow, and laid it upon the altar ; then another

Mandarin, of fuperior rank, went and took the

fcroll from the altar, and, after having elevated

it with both his hands, delivered it to the Tfong-

tou, who had the filk covering taken off, and,

after unrolling it, fent it to a Mandarin of infe-

rior rank. The latter read it, keeping it in an

elevated pofition, and our interpreter explained

it, paragraph by paragraph.

While this laded the Ambaffador and I were

«n our knees, and as foon as it was over we
performed the ceremony of adoration in honour

of the Emperor, after which we arofe. The

Viceroy, and the fix other Mandarins, then came

to congratulate us, wifhing us fuccefs and the

good graces of his Imperial Majefty. We ex-

preffed a high fenfe of the honour done us.

The Imperial repaft was next offered us. It

was erved up with dill nore magnificence than

the
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the firft time, and gave ns a new occafion to tef-

tify our gratitude. The TJong-tou afterwards

charged two Mandarins to efcort us to the

garden of Lopqua, to give us a kind welcome

there, and to bog us to divert ourfelves. Then

turnins: towards the Ambaffador and me, he told
o

us that he would gladly accompany us thither,

but that he was fure that his prefence would

rather impofe a conftraint upon the company af-

fembled there than give them pleafure. He
therefore took leave of us, wifhing us a good

journey, as did the other Mandarins who at-

tended him, and who told us that they hoped we
ihould find his Imperial Majefty in the enjoy-

ment of perfect health. After having returned

compliments for compliments, we followed our

two conductors to the garden of Lo/iqua
,
whither

the dinner was brought as before, and where we
were joined by the merchants and all the perfons

of our Direction. The repaft was magnificent,

and while we were at table theatrical pieces,

and tumbling, and other feats of activity, were

performed. It was five o’clock in the evening

before we got back to the Factory.

1 1 ft. On the following day, November
the 2 ift, at eleven in the morning, the Council

of Commerce affembled, under the Prefi-

D 2 dencv
d
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dency of the Ambaffador. Having, in confe-

quence of my own requeft, obtained permiflion

from the Diredtors of the Dutch Eaft India

Company to refign my employ, becaufe I wifhed

to return to my native country, I inftalled with

all due formality R. J. Dozy, Supercargo, in my
place of Chief of the Factory; and this the

more willingly, becaufe, as I had completed the

loading of the four fhips, nothing remained but

to expedite their failing, which could be done in

my abfence without the fmalleft inconvenience.

I then took leave of the Council as far as related

to my functions of Chief in the fervice of the

Dutch Eaft India Company.

This formality being over, I accompanied the

Ambaffador in his vifits to take leave of the Re-

prefentatives of all the foreign nations. The

fame day the Supercargo, who had juft been ap-

pointed to fill my place, gave a tarewell dinner

to his Excellency, and to the perfons who were

to be of the Pe-king journey. A great part of

the Europeans at Canton were alfo prefent.

At the fame time all the provifions and heavy

baggage were put on board, in order that

nothing might delay our departure on the fol-

lowing day.

2 2d. On
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22cl. On the 22d of November, at an early

hour of the morning, I had our beds and the reft

of our baggage embarked, and at half pad

twelve the Ambaffador quitted the Fadtory to go

on board a pleafure Sampane. At the very mo-

ment of our departure, Paonkequa delivered to his

Excellency, in the name of the Tfong-tou, a copy

of the Imperial letter, in a cafe covered with

yellow filk. We were efcorted by all the

perfons belonging to the Dutch Company,

and by the Spanifh Chief Agote, as far as Faa-ti,

or the Gardens of Flowers
,
a place fituated at

a league (ten //) from the city of Canton,

and where we found all the Dutch mer-

chants, and five of the Chinefe Cohangiji

traders. We made a flop there to give time

to the other veffels to come up, and in the

mean while went to vifit feveral gardens or nur-

feries, where we remarked a number of flowers

and uncommon plants, the fight of which fully

repaid the trifling trouble the fight of them had

cofi: us.

At two o’clock the gentlemen of the Direc-

tion and the merchants took leave of us, and

returned to Canton, after having wifhed us a

pleafant journey. We dined at the fame place,

and then each of us went to occupy his refpec-

D 3 tive
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tive Samjiane. At four o’clock we fet off. The

flotilla confided of more than thirty vefiels, on

board of the greater part of which we.re the

Mandarins who accompanied us, and their re-

tinue ; for we had only alked for twelve for the

Ambaflador and his fuite.

The Embafiy, and the perfons attached to it,

confided of the following individuals, viz.

M. Isaac Titzing, Counfellor in Ordinary

of the Dutch Ead India Company, Ambaflador.

Andrew Everard Van-Braam Houck-

geest, heretofore Chief of the Direftion of the

Dutch Ead India Company in China, fecond in

the Embafiy, with a commilfion of Ambaflador

in furvivorfhip.

Reinier Dozy, Secretary to the Embafiy.

J. H. Bletterman, and J. A. Van Bkaam,
Members of the Council of Commerce of the

Dutch Dire&ion in China ; the former as phy-

fician, the latter as companion to the fecond

perfon in the Embafiy.

Meflieurs Agie and De Guignes, both

Frenchmen, in quality of Interpreters.

H. C. Petit-
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H. C. Petit-Pierre, a Swifs Mechanift.

A private Secretary of the Ambaflador.

Two Maitres d’Hotel.

A European fervant.

Two Malay fervants.

And, laftly, the body guard of the Ambaf-

fador, confifting of a ferjeant, a drummer, a fifer,

and nine foldiers.

To condudt us we had three Mandarins of dif-

tintlion. The fir ft, called Vang-ta-loye ,
wore the

dark blue button, and was verfed in political

matters; the fecond, named Ming-ta-loye , wore

the blue tranfparent button, and was a military

man
;
the third, called Sau-ta-loye, was of the

white tranfparent button, and a great Mandarin

of letters: each of them had under his command
feveral inferior Mandarins carrying gold fticks.

The military Mandarin was a Tartar, and the

two others were Chinefe,

[It feems to me more proper and more ufeful to

begin from this moment to give my recital in

form of a Journal, in order that every thing

being clatled according to the order and time

in which it occuried, I may avoid al fort of

eonfufion.]

E) 4 Aft®,



40 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH
*

' •

After having quitted Faa-ti, or the Nurferies,

we proceeded firft in a fouthern diredlion for two

hours, then to the weftward, and at laft to the

north weft. We paffed, during the night, the

celebrated city of Fo-chan ,
of which we were

confequently unable to form any idea. As great

a trade is carried on there as at Canton itfelf,

and in extent it is not lefs confiderable than that

city.

November. On the 23d of November, at

eight o’clock in the morning, we paffed by Tfay-

nam, a place of fome confequence, very agree-

ably fituated on the banks of the river ; and at

nine o’clock we arrived at San-cheuye-hing-tauy ,
at

a quarter of a league’s diftance from the city of

San-cheuye-chen. We flopped at San-cheuye-hing-

tauy to breakfaft and take in provifions. While

our veiTels were palling before the latter place

the garrifon of San-cheuye-chen came and drew up

in a line upon the quay.

«

I went on fhore, and perceiving the city of

San-cheuye-chen fituated in a valley at a little dif-

tance from the water fide, I diredled my folitary

fteps towards it. When 1 came to the gate, a

centinel gave me to underftand that I could not

be
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be admitted. But making him comprehend in

my turn, with all the politenefs 1 was mailer of,

that he had no reafon for fear, I took him by

the arm, and defired him by figns to accompany

me. To this he confented ; and I walked

through feveral ftreets, and even contrived too

find out the palace of the Mandarins. But I

had only a rapid glance of it and returned to

the veflel immediately afterwards.

San-cJieuye-chen, feen either from without or

within, appears a very ancient place; the houfes

being old, low, and crazy. Molt of them are

fliops of a very mean kind, in which eatables are

expofed to fale ; and the ftreets, though paved

with broad ftones, are in very bad condition.

As for the fituation of the city it is agreeable

enough, being furrounded by fruitful fields of

rice. At about half a league (five li) to the

eaft of the city, in the midft of meadows, and

upon a hill of fmall elevation, is an odlagonal

tower nine ftories high
;
a kind of edifice by no

means uncommon among the Chinefe. After

having received refrefliments and proviftons for

four-andrtwenty hours, we proceeded on our

way at eleven in the morning. In the evening

we pafted by the village of Af-fauy-tjauy, fituated

upon
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upon the banks of the river, and continued,

during the molt part of the night, to be tracked

up the river by Conlis, in confequence of the

current being directly contrary.

24th. A ftrong northerly wind made the track-

ing of our boats a very laborious talk, and as it

often drove us towards one of the banks, we
made but little progrefs.

To the weftward was a long chain of moun-

tains of confiderable elevation called Ckac-cok hu,

upon the north fide of which a tower has been

conftru£ted five fiories high.
N.

The river is here in general fhallow and in-

terfperfed with many banks of fand. Its eaftern

fide is of argillaceous earth, mixed with beds or

firaia of a fandy foil. In all this diftri£t great

quantities of wheat and other corn are culti-

vated ; but the elevation of the land hinders it

from being proper for the produ£tion of rice.

All along the river we could ftill perceive the

marks of the ravages occafioned by an inunda-

tion which took place during the preceding fpring

in this as well as feveral other places. Towards

the middle of the day we pafled by the village

7ky-
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Tay-in-tfan, at no great diftance from a military

poft, the foldiers of which turned out at our

approach. The environs of all the navigable

rivers, and all the highways throughout the

whole extent of the empire, have fimilar guard-

houfes eredled at a league (ten li) diftance trom

one another. The guard in general confifts of

an officer and ten men.

In China it is not uncommon to fee whole

fields fown with buck wheat. We have this

day remarked feveral, in which the plant is

covered with flowers, and fome in which the feed

is even beginning to ripen, a thing which we
had yefterday alfo occafion to obferve. I was

the more aftoniihed to perceive this kind of

grain growing, as I had never feen any at

Canton; as I did not even fufpedt that it exifted

in China
;
and as I was confequently far from

thinking that fuch conliderable fpaces were ap-

propriated to its culture. The fugar plantations

are alfo very numerous.

Towards the evening we went affiore to take

a walk and vilit a fugar mill in the vicinity. Wc
were much ftruck by the flmplicity of its con^

ftruction.

This
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This mill has two rollers or cylindrical pieces

of wood, which, with two boilers, complete the

whole apparatus of the manufactory. The cane

is preffed between thefe two very heavy cylin-

ders, turned by two buffaloes, by means of a

long lever to which they are yoked. The juice

that runs from the reed is then boiled down in

the two coppers, which are let into holes in the

ground. As fugar mills exaCtly, fimilar are in

life at Java, it is more than probable that they

were firft introduced by the Chinefe into that

ifland, efpecially as the greater number belong

to perfons of that nation, who employ their own
countrymen to work them.

About ten in the evening we reached the city

of TJing-yun-chen, where we flopped for an hour

to take provifions on board, but were prevented

by the darknefs from feeing any thing of the

town. We afterwards continued our journey

during the whole of the night.

25th. At the break of day we came to the

village of Pac-miao-fan, fituated on the weftern

bank of the river, where we Hopped a quarter

of an hour to give our people time to breakfaft,

and then proceeded through the famous pafs

called Tfang-nun-hab,
formed by an interval

3 between
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between two ridges of perpendicular rocks of

extreme height. While going along this paffage

we could fcarcely perceive fufficient fpace for thofe

who pulled the tracking rope. The width of

the river is here about feven hundred and fifty

toifes ;
and when the current is contrary it requires

two hours to clear the paffage, becaufe in doing fo

’ it is neceffarv to deferibe lines and follow direc-

tions fo tortuous, that they refemble the windings

and tvviftings of a fnake. But the afpeft on both

fides is noble and fubiime.

In the midft of this fpace, to the weffward, is

a convent named Fi-lauy-tji
,

fo fituated that it

feems to dick againft the mountain’s fide, amidft

the thick fliade of furrounding trees. The
Bonzes who refrde in this place have contrived

to make a pretty large kitchen garden by the

fide of the convent, for the fake of obtaining

the neceffary fupply of vegetables.

At the end of the pafs, on the eaftern fide, is

a guard-houfe called Pha-cong-hau-chan, with fol-

diers flationed in it. There is alfo a temple of

little confequence, and a few houfes. The
heights that overlook the paffage are covered

with trees,

During
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During the whole day we continued to fee a

great number of mountains on each fide of us ;

feveral of thofe to the weftward being of ftupen-

dous height.

The plains were all planted with fugar cane,

and during our navigation we faw feveral mills

for the expreffion of the juice.

In the afternoon we paffed by the village of

Tey-Jiehing-cok,
fituated on the wehern fide of the

river, which widens at this place, but w7hich at

the fame time is choked up with large banks of

fand. At fun-fet we came to another narrow

pafs, alfo between two ridges of very rugged

and uneven rocks. This paffage colt us about

half an hour’s navigation, after which wre faw

nothing before us but a very extenfive plain,

having conftantly level ground on both fides of

the road, except during the night, when we en-

tered a pafs (till narrower than the other two.

This paffage, of fuch inconfiderable length that

a ltone might be thrown from one end to the

other, is Ikirted with rocks fo lofty and fo ter-

ribly fteep, that they cannot fail to infpire the

beholder with a fentiment of fear. This place

is called Ang-yong-hab

.

26 th. By
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26th. By break of day we had got beyond the

limits of thefe horrible rocks, to the weftward of

which, and at the foot of the mountain, is a

handfome pagoda. The country then begins to

relume a level appearance, particularly to the

eaftward ; but as the land on each fide of us,

which was fteep and lofty, prevented our prof-

pebt, curiofity induced me to go on Ihore at

eight o’clock in the morning, and to climb up

to the top of the bank, which was thirty or

forty feet high, in order to get a view of the fur-

rounding fields. I continued my walk till half

palt eleven. As far as the eye could reach, it

difcovered a country admirably well cultivated,

which, by its refemblance to the province of

Utrecht, re-produced in my mind the delightful

idea of my native land. Here was a field co-

vered with wheat, contiguous to another of buck-'

wheat, embellifhed by its bloffom 3 there a piece

of turnips ; and then another fpot planted with

fvveet potatoes. An agreeable variety delighted

the eye throughout this whole extent of country,

where not the fmailelt fpace was left without

cultivation, and the whole of which compofed a

moft beautiful landfcape. The foil was argilla-

ceous though not Itrong ; and if any judgment

can be formed of its fertility from the Hubbles, it

muft abound in corip

4 We
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We alfo paffed by feveral brick-kilns fituated

upon the banks of the river, and perceived in

the interior feveral pretty villages, fhaded by

bamboos and other trees. I prolonged my little

excurfion till 1 came oppofite the city of In-te-

chen, where, upon the eaftern lide, I found a

a handfome tower of nine ftories, in good pre-

fervation, although it appeared very ancient,

according, at leaft, to the indication of the trees

growing out of the crevices of its walls, and even

upon the very top of it.

On the we{fern fide of the river the plains

were lefs extenfive. My walk had not yet lafted

an hour, when I remarked that the mountains

re-appeared upon the bank, where they were

terminated by five infulated rocks, of which the

moft northern, and alfo the mod confiderable,

was in the form of a fimar loaf when feen fromO

the weftward. A little farther on, and precifely

at the foot of other rocky mountains, is a village

called Ngo-ci-omn
,
which contains a confiderable

number of houfes, and of which the inhabitants

appear to have a fubliftence affured them by

working the quarries in the neighbouring moun-

tains. By the fide of the village is the guard-

houfe called Yau-ci-chun,
which forms with it the

only objects that interrupt the difmal and mono-

tonous
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tonous profpedt of a ridge of deep mountains,

extending from the five rocks that I have jult

mentioned as far as the city of In-te-chen, oppo-

fite to which I re-embarked.

The fize of that city is not confiderable, but

the good ftate of its walls announces a neat and

comfortable place : its fuburbs, by the river’s

fide, are very extenfive. To the north of the

city is an infulated rock, covered with very lofty

trees, overfhadowing a temple, which at this

diftance makes a magnificent appearance, and

feems to be very agreeably fituated. It is feen

from far, overlooking the city.

I

At half pad three, after leaving In-te-chen, we
palled by the hamlet Mi-ou-mi-fang, and at five

o’clock were in front of a village called V'on

hon-cong, where there are feveral dreets confiding

altogether of diops filled with every kind of pro-

vifions.

Beyond In-te-chen the bed of the river is en-

tirely compofed ot large pebbles. It is very

wide at V'ong-hou-cong, but interfperfed with a

variety ot fand-banks. I Ience we have reafon

to believe that in the rainy feafon, when it is dill

from fix to ten feet deep, as old marks indi-

Vol. L. E cate.
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cate, the paffage mud become extremely dan-

gerous, efpecially in the rocky places, and in the

narrow parts through which we paffed the night

before.

We fet off a little after feven o’clock, the Am-
baffador having firft difpatched a faithful Chinefe

to Canton, charged with letters for Batavia,

which the Company’s (hips, when on their re-

turn to Europe, were to deliver at North Bland,

in their way through the Straits of Sunda.

We have this day feen one of thofe fithermen

who neither make ufe of net nor line, but em-

ploy birds trained and accuftomed to purfue the

fhli under water. Thefe birds feize their prey

and bring it to their matter. Whenever it hap-

pens that they fwallow a ffnall fith or two, the

fitherman obliges them to retlitution by preffmg

their crop, and only gives them a few final 1

pieces for their nourishment. This Singular

mode of tithing is no ffnall proof of the induttry

of the Chinefe, efpecially when it is known that

the invention of it belongs to one of the lower

claffes of the nation.

It was during the night that we paffed by the

famous rocks that encircle the temple dedicated

to
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to the goddefs Coun-yam : we had confequently

no opportunity of feeing it.

27th. At eight o’clock in the morning we

palled the hamlet Tein-v'ong-ifauy-fan, where

there is a military poll. When we had ad-

vanced thus far, we perceived behind us a great

number of mountains of a Angular form, many

of which were entirely infulated. We had alfo

on each fide of us a conftant profpe£I of a chain

of mountains, lituated at a difiance, w'hich pre-

fented them to us in a point of view truly pidtu-

refque, and not to be furpaffed by any thing of

the fame kind in any part of the world.

Our voyage was made in the moll rapid and

hafty manner. It w'as impoffible to behold

without aftonifhment the indefatigable zeal

which our failors manifefted night and day, and

almoft without taking reft, for its farther acce-

leration. Three times in the four and twenty

hours they make a meal, which lafts little more

than a quarter of an hour, and get but very little

lleep. They do their bulinefs neverthelefs with

vigour, and with a degree of gaiety which in

other parts of the world is only to be met with

upon parties of pleafure. No being on earth is

fitter than the Chinefe to endure fatigue, and to

E 2 fupport
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fupport a long continuance of laboui. Provided

care be taken to Infure him a fufficient refection

at dated periods, there is no doubt ot his alyvays

finding new Hrength for whatever laborious talk

he may be required to undertake.

At half pad ten we reached Tan-tchi-kl, a

handfome village Handing under the refrefhing

fhade of trees. Upon the oppofite bank is an

infulated rock of which the eye is unable to

meafure the elevation, and which Hands clofe to

the water’s fide, as if it had been cut perpendi-

cularly through the middle. The river being

very narrow at this part, veffels pafs at a fmall

difanco from the rock, and the traveller, while

gazing on it, finds it difficult to fubdue a fcnti-

ment of fomething like fear. At about three

parts of the way up towards the fummit is a

large whitiffi fpot, indicating a hollow, which

looks as if produced by forcible means. The

Chinefe fay, that, at an epoch in their annals fo

remote that all remembrance of it is loft, a great

general, named V'ong-tfait ,
when going upon a

military expedition lhot at the rock, and that

his arrow left this impreffion upon its fide.

Whatever be its origin, its form and colour are

>cry remarkable.
J
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During this day’s journey we had a frefh

breeze from the fouth, which enabled us to

make ufe of our fails, and favoured our progrefs.

After dinner we palled by a large village called

Pou-tino-tan , alfo full of trees, the ffiade of which

afforded it an agreeable protection from the fun.

About two o’clock we reached Ou-chac,
another

large village ; and three quarters of an hour

afterwards a town called Mong-li-cheun,
the re-

fidence of a little Mandarin. Oppolite to this,

on the other fide of the river, is the hamlet called

Cai-tan-fan.

Having here obferved that the declivity of the

mountain was covered with a regular plantation

of a fhrub, to which its white bloffoms gave a

beautiful appearance. I afked what it was, and

was told that it produces a nut from which the

Chinefe extradf the oil they burn in their lamps.

At fun-fet we came to a part of the river

where the current was fo ftrong that it was with

the greateft difficulty we were able to fterri it.

The place fituated at this turn of the dream is

called Tchie-can-tam. We Hopped there an hour

to refrefh ; and, having fet off again at feven

o’clock, continued our journey during the whole

of the night.

28th. At
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28th. At eight o’clock in the morning we
palled by the town Cobcou-un-imfau, where, upon

the bank of the river, Hands a great Imperial

magazine of fait. The building is handfome,

and even magnificent. A very large flight of

flairs of hewn Hone lead up to it from the

water.

Soon after we arrived at the city of Chao-

tcheou-fou , to the fouth-eaft of which the river

divides into two branches. The one that we
followed runs to the north eaft, while the other

takes its courfe to the weftward, after pafling to

the fouth of the city. A bridge of boats has

been conftru&ed over this latter branch.

Oppofite the bifurcation of the river, and in

the middle of its bed, is a fmall elevated ifland,

on which an hexagonal tower is built. An-

other is feen on the fummit of an exceeding

high mountain on the weftern fide.

We afterwards coafled along the eaflern fide

of the city, in front of which were about two

hundred foldiers drawn up under arms in a fingle

line in the following order : firft, a body of

archers, whofe uniform was a white furtout

turned up with red ; fecond, fufileers with

match-lock
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match-lock mufkets, drefted in red faced with

white ; third, gladiators carrying targets, wear-

ing blue coats turned up with red. While the

Ambalfador and I were palling in our vellels by

the firft part of thefe troops, they faluted us with

three guns, and with three others when we ap-

proached the farther extremity. At the place

where we flopped a fort of edifice with triumphal

arches and a flight of Heps had been eredted on

the banks of the river for our reception.

Here we found ourfelves obliged to re-

move to other veffels, in order to go as tar as

Van-hiongfou, the river being no longer deep

enough for the former ones. At ten o’clock the

Ambaftador, myfelf, and the reft of his retinue,

went on fhore, and repaired to the place pre-

pared for us, where the firft Mandarin received

us with the greateft marks of diftindtion, and

regaled us with tea.

After having remained there a quarter of an

hour we took leave of him and went on board of

our new veffels, to which our baggage had been

conveyed while we were on fhore. As thefe

veffels were fmaller by one half than thofe vve

had quitted, the number of our flotilla was al-

moft doubled.

E 4 The
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The city of CJiao-tcheou-fou is a little fmaller

than Canton ; but it may boaft of an imperial

cuftorh-houfe, and of a garrifon of confiderable

ftrength. The neceflity of removing goods from

great to final] veffels, and from fmall to great,

according as they are to be conveyed up or down

the dream, occurring at the place where the city

is built, it is the centre of a great deal of move-

ment, which gives it a very lively appearance.

At Chao-tcheoufou, as well as in the other cities

of China, little is feen from without except the

ramparts, the houfes being very low. The
roofs of the temples and of the Mandarin’s pa-

laces alone overlook the walls.

Chao-tcheou-fou is not of a regular form. Its

rampart makes a curve to the eaftward, and the

city, when feen from the north, is of an oblong

fhape. At the north eaft extremity is another

great bridge of boats, near the cuftom-houfe or

refidence of the Hou-Jiou. At the fame part are

very extenfive fuburbs, fituated without the ram-

parts, where, on account of the nature of the

river, the houfes are almoft all built upon piles,

which gives thefe fuburbs a very fmgular ap-

pearance. At the place where the bridge of

boats ends on the oppofite bank are other

fuburbs of Confiderable extent, and tolerably

compact.



Embassy to china in 1794— 5. 57

compact. The pafTage over the bridge is fafe

and much frequented- There are fixed hours

of the day tor opening it in order to give an iffue

to the vetfels that are going up or down. During

thefe intervals little boats tupply the want of a

bridge, and fatisfy the impatience of thofe who

are delirous of eroding over to the other fide

without delay.

There (lands alfo to the northward of the

city, and at the extremity of a high mountain, a

tower which looks very heavy, and appears to be

conftrucled without talle. It is oclogonal, and

only three (lories high.

All our baggage being embarked, and each

of us having taken the place affigned him, we
fet off at two o’clock. After half an hour’s na-

vigation we were obliged to (lop again on ac-

count of a want of hands to track our veffels

As all the other Sam/ianes experienced a like

want ;
we were obliged to wait with pa-

tience while the Mandarins "were making: a

levy. But even thofe means were little effi-

cacious, becaufe the failors, upon receivin

their hire, made off one after another
; fo that i

a few minutes, out of ten which I had for my
veffel, no more than four remained. The red.

even

be

c



5'S VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

even while aiding in the navigation, leaped into

little Samjianes
,
and in that manner made their

efcape.

I was therefore obliged to give orders to call

anchor on the other fide of the bridge, which I

had already paffed, and to remain there till the

Mandarin who commanded the rear guard came

up. He joined me at half paff fix, and inftantly

did every thing in his power to procure me

failors. i was, however, fo long delayed, that

it was feven o’clock before I was able to pro-

ceed. All the other boats had got far a-head,

but as they had Hopped to take the evening

repaft, and had waited for me, l overtook them

about nine. As foon as fupper was over we fet

off anew.

29th. After having let our people reft from mid-

night to the dawn of day, we proceeded on our

journey, being Hill pulled on by tracking ropes.

We were now, as it were, in a bafon, being fur-

rounded by lofty mountains, fome of which were

of a very extraordinary Hiape. At feven o’clock

we paffed the military poH called Ying-faa-con-haa,

built upon the fummit of a rock about forty feet

high, confiding of a fingle block of Hone-. Near

this rock the river branches off, having on the

other
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other fide of the new branch a hamlet compofed

of a few houfes.

The river, which was become Serpentine,

obliged us to go double the diftance we effec-

tively advanced ; but a variety of proSpeeds

ferved to enliven our monotonous mode of tra-

velling, and rendered the prolongation ot pur

route lefs tirefome than it would otherwife have

been.

At nine o’clock we paffed by Liin-chan-tong,

and at eleven by the village P'-hing-Jiou

,

which is

Sufficiently large to be the refidence of a little

Mandarin, Between thefe two places the river

makes an elbow, and in the fpace of Sevcnty-

five feet falls fifteen inches, which coft our track-

ers an infinite deal of exertion.

At one o’clock we paffed by a hamlet called

TJing-fon-tJauy ,
compofed of a Small number of

houfes, and at half pad three found ourfelves

oppofite Cay-long , which is, on the contrary, a

place of great extent. Beyond that place the

river winds So much, that it Seemed to come
towards us from the fouth-fouth-eaft.

I Proceeding
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Proceeding on our journey at the break of day,

we paffed at half pad feven by a village called

TJauy-han-tchun, which is of confiderable magni-

tude, and contains feveral handfome houfes.

Here again we went a great way round, the

river taking a turn diredtly to the (outh. At

nine o’clock we paffed by Man-gan-tchuri> l£ -place

containing a vaft number of houfes, a great

many of which are fpacious and well built.

At half paft nine we were off Chi-hing-cong-hou,

another confiderable place, and a dependancy

of the city Chi-hing-chen
,
which is fituated a

league and a half (fifteen li) from the banks of

the river. A great many veffels flop at Chi-lung>

'
then-han,

in order to embark fuch goods as are

going up and down the river, which from this

.
place conftantly diminifhes in depth up to Nan-

hiong-fou. On this account a Mandarin has been

ftationed there for the maintenance of good

order. We changed our failors, and remained

there till half paft twelve, when we continued

our journey.

At two o’clock we were a-breaft of a little

habitation made by excavating a rock. The

outfide has been walled up, fpaces having been

left for doors and windovVs. A little farther on

is
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is the village Thin-tchip-ki, confining of very well

built houfes.

A great many trees grow upon the neighbour-

ing mountains, which pleafed the eye much
more than the naked rocks we had hitherto met

with.

At half pail three we arrived at Tcea-than> a

large and handfome village, abounding in cattle.

We dined there, and then continued our journey

till midnight, when we hopped to take a few

hours reh.

December ift. We fet off again at the break

of day, and proceeded till abreah of the great

village V- ong-t''haung-fan, where there is a mi-

litary poh. Here I went on hiore and took an

hour’s walk over cultivated fields, fome of which

were fown with wheat. In the dihance were

three very extenfive places, of which, from

the houfes, I formed a favourable idea. At
feven o’clock I returned to the veffel, leaving,

almoft oppofite to me, upon a branch of the

river, a place called Tcheou-tfauy, which, from

the number of houfes I perceived, I judged to

be of confiderable confequence. In general the

places that we had feen for the Jaft three or

4 four



four days gave an idea of greater importance

than thofe of the more fouthern parts in which

we had been travelling before.

At eight o’clock we reached Lifi-peing-tchun,

another great village, well fituated, and well

built ; and three quarters of an hour afterwards

we came to a pleafant hamlet called Tfauy-

tcheou-tchun. This hamlet is overfhadowed by

pines and large bamboos* and derives a great

appearance of magnitude from a number of ha-

bitations Handing fe'parate from one another,

and occupying a conliderable extent of ground.

Thon-cck, a large village, came in fight at half

pall; ten. Soon after we came to Cou-lok-hou,

built upon the bank of the river, which is lofty

and perpendicular, and lined with velfels loading

jpid unloading the merchandize that is removed

out of one into another.

At a quarter pall eleven our eyes were again

gratified by the fight of Ngo-tchou-taii-tchun
,

a

place well fituated, where a number of trees

and confiderable buildings compofed a delight-

ful whole.
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The depth of the river now diminifhed every

inllant, fo that our veffels, which hardly draw

more than a foot water, frequently touched

ground. At one o’clock we came to Tfau-yen-

thong, alfo a place of tolerable magnitude,

whence we difcovered the mountains which are

fituated behind Nam-hiong-fou, and a-breaft of

which we were to pafs.

At three o’clock we were off Pak-eng-

tfauy-thong, a pretty large village of decent

appearance. I flopped foon after we had

paffed it to dine and wait for the veffels that

lagged behind. In the mean time I took a

walk on thore to a village at a quarter of a

league's diflance from the river, over which

great bamboos threw a re fre filing fliade. The
houfes hand detached from each other, and are

conttrucied with a good deal of tafle. All the

inhabitants were gone to work in the fields’,

leaving the village to the care of a few old

women, and of fuch of the children as had al-

ready attained the age of reafon.

The Ambaffador’s veffel did not overtake us

till eight o’clock. We then flipped and fet off

again at half pafl nine. The number of fand-

banks in the river not permitting us to advance

far
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far during the night, we were obliged to flop,

after having pafl'ed a great village called Sam-

hong thong.

2d. The day was beginning to dawn when

our tracking rope was flretched anew. In a few

moments we found ourfelves oppofite the ruins

of a tower, of which five flories Hill remained.

After many efforts, occafioned by the fhallow-

nefs of the river and the number of fand banks,

we at laft arrived, at eight o’clock, abreafl of the

city of Nan-hiong-fou, which is a confiderable

place, and makes a very handfome appearance.

The garrifon was drawn up under arms upon the

bank of the river, and the Ambaffador was fa-

luted with three guns, as he had been at all the

military polls on the way from Chao-tcheou-fou.

His Excellency, upon landing with his retinue,

was received by the firft Mandarin of the city in

a large and handfome edifice, built on purpofe

for the reception of the grandees of the Chinefe

empire when travelling through the country.

Every thing having been prepared that was

neceffary for the continuance of our journey

over the mountains Moiling-chan
,
we took leave

)f the Mandarin, who treated us on our de-

parture with a dilli of tea. We then got into

our
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our palanquins, and fet off at a quarter paft

ten.

In thefe vehicles we palled through feveral

llreets in Nan-hiongfou. They are not wide, but

the pavement is pretty good. As all the houfes

are lhops, we may naturally conclude that it is a

very commercial city. I remarked in the flreets

feveral exceedingly ancient triumphal arches built

of ftone, and called in China Pay-fong.

On leaving the city we met with two other

triumphal arches, between which the foldiers

were drawn up in two lines, and at each ex-

tremity of thofe lines the AmbaUador was again

faluted with three guns. We came afterwards

to a large plain, where moll of us got out of our

palanquins, rather chufing to walk on foot for a

couple of hours, as the road was excellent, and

the country afforded us a molt delightful prof-

peel. We were, however, only furrounded by

fields, which, owing to the feafon, were en-

tirely naked.

W c next palled by Pau-tcfiing-un, an extenfive

place, which might even pafs for a little city,

and which contains a great number of houfes.

Thence we fuccelhvely came to two vil-

Yol. I. F laces
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lages called Cong-lau thong and Saa-cheuye-thong,

m our way to Tfong-fam-thong, where we flopped

and dined.

. At half after four we continued our journey, and,

at a great diflance from our point of departure,

pafied by the city of Moiling-chun
,
whence we

proceeded to the foot of the mountain.

The road by which that mountain is crofled

is entirely paved with hewn ftones, as is alfo

the whole of the highway between the two cities

of Nati-hiong-fou and Nan-ngan-fou , in order to fa-

cilitate the conftant conveyance of goods which

is going on between them without intermiflion

during the whole year. The road over the

mountain is carried through an interval between

two ridges, and every now and then forms an

angle, zig-zag cuts having been made on purpofe

to take off from the fteepnefs of the afcent.

At half paft five we reached the higtieft point

of the gorge of the mountain, where, at a fmall

diflance from the road, is a temple furrounded

by rocks, while other rocks ferve it as a founda-

tion. This temple is dedicated to the great

philofopher Kong-fou-tfe or Confucius. We
made a halt there with the intention of exa-
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mining it but were only able to take a rapid

glance, becaufe it was too late for us completely

to fatisfy our defire.

After proceeding a very fmall diftance beyond

this monument, we came to the gate that marks

the divifion of the provinces of Qiiang-tong, and

Kiang-fi, It is built in an interval between the

rocks, where there is alfo a military pod, with a

ftrong garrifon, to obferve what is palling on the

Canton fide.

Scarcely had we quitted this gate, when we

were mod agreeably furprifed drd by perceiving

the magnificent fpedtacle of the vad plain that

begins at the foot of the mountain we were

about to defcend, and then by our prodigious

elevation above it. The road in fome places

inclines no lefs than forty-five degrees, and runs

along the edge of a precipice, defcend ing per-

pendicularly into an unfathomable abyfs full of

lharp-pointcd rocks;

In order that we might pafs. along this road

without accident, the officer of the °uard mani-

fefted his kind attention by giving the Ambaf-
fador’s palanquin and mine an efcort of foldiers,

eight of whom went by the fide of each of us, to

F 2 aid
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aid and affill the Conlis in cafe of their (tumbling

in fo difficult a pafs. The other perfons at-

tached to the Embaffiy defcended the mountain

on horfeback, and confequently out-travelled us

a good deal. Environed by precautions, we ar-

rived botli fpeedily and happily at the foot of

the mountain, where torches were lighted on

account of the night, which began already to

(leal the furrounding'objecls from our fight. By

the affiftance of their light we continued our

journey, palling through feveral villages or ham-

lets in the plain, till at eight o’clock we were

carried outfide of the ramparts, as far as the

northern fuburbs of Nan-rigdnfou.

The hotel prepared for us Hands by the fide of

that of the Hou-pou, at a fmall dillance from the

place, where it is cuftomarv to alight. It is a

houfe of tolerable appearance. We relied there

in the bell way we were able, but not without

feeling the want of our beds. Our baggage was

fo tardily conveyed by the Cou/is, that it was not

till nine o’clock of the following morning that

the whole was got together.

As every thing fent from the other provinces,

to Quang-tong
,
and from Quang-tong to the other

provinces, palles this way, and is conveyed by

4 means
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means of Coulis, a great number of them are

confrantly upon the road, tranfporting chefts of

te,a, porcelain, raw filk, pieces of nam-king,

tobacco, oil, and other merchandize, from Nan-

hiongfou to Nan-ngan-fon, and from Nan-ngan-fou

to Nan-hiong-fou. To preferve thefe commodi-

ties from the accidents they might meet with,

and from the damage the rain might do to

fonre of them, very large huts and fheds to lhelter

them have been eredted at convenient diftances.

Innumerable inns or public houfes for travellers,

and Cou/is are alfo to be met with all along the

road, except in the deep declivities of the moun-

tains. Every one is fure of finding there a repalt

to his tafte, and the means of guarding again!!

that want of aliment which the Chinefe are

perhaps as little able to endure as any other na-

tion whatever.

3d. At an early hour of the morning of De-

cember the 3d, I went to infpedt the veflfels def-

ined for our conveyance. I found them very

clean, and toleraby well fitted up. Calling my
eyes from the banks of the river over the whole

length of the fuburbs, 1 judged them to be of

conliderable extent, and was by no means dif-

pleafed with their appearance. Our boats were

oppofite the flairs of the cuftom-houfe, which

F 3 is
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is an edifice of magnificent appearance, and ha3*

a fpacious fquare in front of it, paved with

pebbles like thofe of Europe. The ftreets are

paved in the fame manner. The place of refi-

dence, or palace of the Hou-pou, which appears

folidly built, and is furrounded with a handfome

wall, being fituated, as well as the fquare, upon

the bank of the river, prefents a very noble

objefl to the eye.

* >

Near to the cuftom-houfe, and to the north-

ward, is a mountain of confiderable elevation,

with a heavy tower, fix dories high, on its

fummit. The form of the tower is that of a

truncated cone, the feCtion being made in fuch a

way, that when feen from below the tower

appears to hangover to one fide. On the other

fide of the river, facing the mountain, is another,

the top of which alfo fupports a tower. This is

alfo of feven dories, and is of a form more agree-

able, and more confonant with the prevailing

tade of Chincfe architecture.

All our trunks and baggage being at length

arrived at Nan-ngan-fou, they were immediately

put on board our boats, and as this was not ac-

compl idled till the afternoon, we dined again at

our lodgings. Every thing being at lad arranged,

our
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our third conductor called for us at a quarter

pad five, and accompanied his Excellency to his

Sam/iane, whither our firffc conductor alfo came to

pay him a vifit.

We quitted the banks of the river, favoured by

a current which drove us on with great rapidity,

and continued our journey all the night, guided

by the propitious beams of the moon.

I was foon convinced that it is often more

difadvantageous to go with the dream than to

contend againft it, becaufe in the former cafe it

is difficult to prevent the Sampanes from driving

upon the rocks, which fometimes occafions a

great deal of damage, particularly when the

rainy feafon, by fwelling the rivers, renders their

courfe both more rapid and more dangerous.

4th. At a quarter pad feven in the morning

wre pafled a place lituated on the banks of the

river, and of pleading appearance, called San-

clian-tong. At nine o’clock, or thereabout, we
were near a large tower of feven dories eredted

on the fummit of a lofty mountain.

The land, contiguous to the twro banks of the

rjver, was planted with fugar-canes and tobacco,

F 4. ‘ which
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which grows here with great luxuriancy, though

it does not abound fo much as the fugar-cane.

I obferved at this place fevcral mills which

raife the water of the river above the banks,

whence it runs into refervoirs, to be afterwards

difFufed, by means of canals and aquedufts, over

the fields that require irrigation.

Thefe mills are of fimple conftruction, and

entirely compofed of an affemblage of thin bam-

boos, except the axle-tree of the wheel, which

is of timber. In no part is the fmalleft piece of

iron or any other metal employed. The whole

machine, as well as I was able to judge, is from

eighteen to twenty- eight feet diameter. It is

compofed of two wheels, which have a common
axis, and of which the fpokes, inferted obliquely

into the naves, crofs each other at two-thirds of

their length ;
fo that the two wheels are con-

ne£fed by the fpokes, and by a concentric circle

or ring applied equally to each in order to keep

them together. The extremities of the bamboos,

which form the fpokes, are alfo confined by a

double rim put on each fide of the ring or band

by which the two wheels are united. Thefe

wheels have from forty to forty-eight fpokes.

To
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To move the wheel, home Hat bamboos, fo cut

as to refemble a board, and from ten to twelve

inches wide, are placed externally at every fourth

fpoke on each fide of the wheel, and between the

two parts of the double rim which confines the

fpokes. It is againft thefe bamboos that the cur-

rent a£b, while at the fame points, that is to fay,

at every fourth fpoke, but upon the band or ring

that unites the two wheels of which the great

wheel is compofed,are tied thick and hollowjoints

of bamboo, which fill with water when the mo-

tion of the wheel plunges them into the ftream.

Thefe joints of bamboo make, with the line

deferibed by the convexity or periphery of the

wheel, an angle, which, as well as the length of

the joint itfelf, is fo calculated, that when the

rotation ofthe wheel that has firft railed them gives

them an inclination downwards, they pour into

tlie veffel deftined to receive it the water which

they have taken up from the river, and which an

aquedu£f afterwards conveys to the place where

it is waited.

Such a mill, when once fet up, works conti-

nually night and day, until feme accident ob-

ftrucls its progrefs.

T*
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To increafe the velocity of theftream reparations

are made in the river in the lhape of a wee], or

bownet
(
najffes

)

fo difpofed that they form a channel

or water-courfe in the direction of the wheel. By

means of this channel, the water when it ap-

proaches the wheel is a foot and even more

above the level of the river, the confequence of

which is a fall that increafes the momentum of

the fluid upon the flat bamboos, or ladle-boards

of the wheel, to which they give greater rapidity

of motion. But for this caufe of acceleration

the wheel would bring the joints full of water

but flowly upwards, efpecially as they have no-

thing to counterbalance their weight on the

other fide.

By this contrivance the mill anfwers the in-

tended purpofe as completely as the molt com-

plicated European machine could do and I will

anfwer for it that in China it does not occalion

an expence of ten dollars. It feems to me that

the mere putting together of the pieces of which

it is compofed, is a new proof of the indultry

and intelligence of the Chinefe.

Their chain-pumps are alfo a tertimony of it.

They ufe them in order to raife great quantities

of water to the height of ten or twelve feet. A
finglet
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fingle man works this machine, and even carries

it wherever it is wanted, as I have had occafion

to remark feveral times in the province of Quang-

tong, near Vampou. I have introduced the ufe

of them into the United States of America, where

they are of great utility in rivers, in confequence

of the little labour they require.

At three quarters after nine we palled a

hamlet called O-kien-thang
,
and at a quarter paft

eleven, Hin-ln-thong, a confiderable place, fitu-

ated on the bank of the river. Here alfo we
faw a number of fugar-mills, the whole country

in a manner being planted with the reed that

produces that fubftance. A fingle object diver-

lified the profpeft, and that was an orchard j

but it had already affumed the garb of winter.

It was half paft twelve when we ai rived

between the two parts of a very large village,

called Cau-tchay-thong, fituated on both banks of

the river. We afterwards palled by feveral

hamlets, and at two o’clock came a-breaft of the

city of Nan-hang-chen
, where I hopped to wait

for the reft of the flotilla, of which my Samjiane

had taken the lead.

f availed'
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I availed myfelf of this opportunity to go and

fee a handfome temple dedicated to the philo-

fopher Kong-fou-tfe (Confucius), which was op-

pofite the point where we hopped, and at a fmall

dihance from the city. This temple is fpacious,

and kept in very good order. The hall or prin-

cipal apartment where the Chap of the philo-

fopher is expofed to view (for there is no image

to reprefent him) is furmounted by a noble octa-

gonal dome, fuch as I h^id never before remarked

in any other pagoda. The cupola of the dome
is covered with gilding and paintings ; and the

divifions of the border which correfpond with

the eight walls or hdes of the octagon, bear the

following inferiptions, acknowledged to be the

molt ancient of any of which the memory is pre-

ferved in China.

Thefe characters are written in gold upon a

red varnifhed ground.

* Why the place of thefe characters is

7R the French original does not appear.

filled up with blanks

T.

In



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I794 77

In another apartment, adjoining to the former,

I counted lixty two tablets, or fmall pieces o

board, placed upon little pedeftals, and infcribed

with letters of trold. I was told that thefe wereO

the names of the moll celebrated difciples of

Confucius.

The pagoda was foon filled with Chinefe, at-

tracted by the defire of feeing an European.

This furprifing concourfc of people hindered me
both trom examining the pagoda as much as l

could have wilhed, and from going to the city as

I lhould have defired. I fliould have been glad to

take a walk there, becaufe it appeared a place

of confidcrable magnitude, and becaufe, as far

as I could judge from the roofs that over-topped

the wall, it muft have contained a great number

of elegant buildings.

At fix o’clock I was overtaken by the red: of

the Embaffy. As foon as all our vefiels were

come up we dined, and at feven proceeded on

our journey.

The vefiels of our principal conductor having,

been driven upon the rocks the preceding night,

I paid him a lhort vifit to enquire after his health.

I found that, luckily, none of his baggage had

even
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even been wet 3
and left him, after congratulate

ing him on his efcape, and exprefling my wifh

that the remainder of his journey might prove

more fortunate.

1 have only to add, concerning Nan-hang-chew,

that there is another place on the other fide of

the river, oppofite.the fpot it occupies 3 as alfo

a tower which ftands upon a mountain, and of

which five ftories ftill exifts. Above Nan-hang-

chen itfelf, I perceived another tovver, of which

the top was likewife gone 3 and which, as well

as the other, ftands upon a mountain.

This evening, at three quarters paft feven, we
pafied by a handfome Pagoda erected at the:

point of an angle which the river makes at this

part. It is called Tchip-coun-thang. With this

point, the towet I had already remarked above

the city exactly correfponds. It is feven ftories

high without a fpire. Soon after the country

ceafed to be mountainous, and we pafled along

a plain where we feldom met with a hill, the

few that we did being at great diftances from

one another.

5th. This morning, at half paft fix, we pafled

by the mouth of a river coming from the weft*

ward.
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ward. -Very near its embouchure are two villages

facing each other : one called Thaan-hau-thoug \

the other, Sam-con-han-thong. At a fmall diftance

farther on is Kian-ngau-thong. a hamlet. During

the whole morning, every moment prefentcd to

our view a hamlet, a village, a fugar-mill, a brick-

kiln, or fome analagous effablifhment, which

were fo many proofs of the country being at once

populous, and well cultivated. At eleven o'clock,

a tower, feven (lories high without a top, flood

in a lateral direction in regard to us, and at halt

paft eleven Yen-cok-tchun, a very large place

fituated on the banks of the river, attracted our

attention. The crowds continually pafling back-

ward and forward befpoke a bufy place, and the

veflels, ranged in great numbers along the banks

of the river, gave an idea of great commercial

activity.

At one o’clock we came to the city of Kan-

tcheou-fou
,
where we made a paufe. Spectators

came crowding by thoufands to fatisfy their cu-

riofity, and to get a fight of the Europeans. Any
one would have fuppofed that they meant to at-

tack our veflels. As this concourfe of people

became troublcfome, and as we found nothing

there that compenfated for our difagreeable fitu-

ation, we left the place at three o’clock, with a

determination
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determination of not dining till we had got a

little further on our road.
i

The city of Kan-tcheou-fou is of confidcrable

magnitude, and is furrounded with walls in good

repair. The fuburbs alfo make a refpedlable ap-

pearance. If a judgment could be formed by

the number of veffels ranged along the quays, it

muft be the feat of confiderable commerce. On
t. V

the other bank of the river, oppofite the town,

is a place of moderate extent, with a great num-

ber of verv well-built houfes.
J

In the city of Kan-tcheou-fou,
we obferved a

tower of which eight dories may be counted

;

and perceived another of nine upon a hill by

the river’s fide, about half an hour’s walk to

the left of the city. The top of the latter is en-

tirely covered with firubs, which is common
enough with thofe that are overgrown from top

to bottom with mofs and bruih-wood. This,

however, has none but upon its upper furface.

It is hexagonal.

We were a-breaft of the great village of Tchu-

tam-thong at live o’clock. It contains a Pagoda

dedicated to Saint Tay-houong, protestor of the

dangerous pafs of Thin-tfou-thaan. The Manda-

rins,
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rins and all the Chinefe of our party went thi-

ther to fupplicate the Saint to be propitious to

our journey, as we expefted to be in the midft

of that formidable paffage on the following day.

After having dined at Tay-houong our full

conductor intimated to us, that on account of the

dangers to be apprehended from the rocks among

which we were to navigate, we fhould not pro-

ceed, during the prefent night, beyond a point

at a very little diftance, where we were to wait

for day-ligh-t. We were accordingly only half

an hour in reaching the appointed place, and

found there all the Mandarins who had fet off

before us.

We perceived in the evening that we were

approximating the high mountains.

6 th. At the break of day, the Mandarin gave

the fignal of departure, and all our veffels imme-

diately got under way. At feven o’clock we were

at the entrance of the dreadful paffage of Thin-

tfou-thaan, which really deferves the epithet in

the winter feafon, fince the whole bed of the

river is full of fharp rocks, the points of which

are from two feet and a half to three feet above

the furface, leaving a Tingle narrow channel be-

Vol. 1. Q tween
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tween them. The nature of the river remains

the fame throughout the whole paftage, which

it requires two hours to clear when going with

the dream. Thanks to the favourable weather,

to the moderate height of the water, and to the

light of day, we did not run the fmalleft rifk ;

but when the river is fvvelled by the rains, which

raife it three or four feet higher, it acquires a ra-

pidity that renders the boats unmanageable, and

the paffage extremely perilous. This is but too

well proved by the number of veffels that are loft

there every year.

As foon as we had cleared it, we had on ei-

ther hand high mountains covered with trees,

and fcattered over with hamlets, and a great

many country houfes. Some of thefe mountains

were clad, to their very fummits, with the little

ftirub producing oil, of which I have already

fpoken,. and which, being at this feafon of the

year entirely covered with blofloms, prefented a

very agreeable object to the eye.

At nine o’clock we had reached Tay-houong,

a large place feated at the confluence of a branch

of the river that runs to the eaftward j and halt

an hour afterwards Tong-ping, a large place, and

well fttuated, becaufe it is at ,the
:
point of the

i ifland
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idand of Tong-fiing-tcheou. That ifland is of con-

fiderable extent, and owes its exiftence to a

branch that detaches itfelf from the river, as if

on purpofe to form it, and afterwards falls into

the river again. The entrance of this branch is

guarded by rocks, which deny accefs to all forts

of veflels.

a . i 1/

At ten o’clock we pafled a great hamlet to the

eaftward of the river called Yau-tfau-thaam, and

half an hour afterwards the military pod: Liong-

fou, and the village of the fame name, which is

alfo a large place, but fituated upon the weftern

bank.

1 i

Although the river is eafily navigable in this

part, it is neverthelefs encumbered here and

there with rocks, which rife a little above the

furface of the water; but at a quarter pad: eleven

we came to a place entirely full of large hones.

To the wehward was Tfou-tfan-nin , a pretty place

of condderable fize, and full of large trees; and

oppodte to it, on the eaftern fide, was Tfiak-

tfau-than, a place of forne magnitude alfo. For

more than half an hour, the rirer was never free

from rocks.

c At
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At a quarter paft twelve we came to Hottang-

hong-tchen

,

where we remarked a number of

handfome houfes overfhadowed by fine trees, as

we did alfo in the village looking towards it fromO O
the eaftward.

Ill general, all this part of the Chinefe Empire

is very populous, the whole country being co-

vered with habitations.

Bou-fok-thong wras clofe to us at two o’clock.

It is a large place upon the eaftern fide of the

river. A fluice divides it into two parts, and a

bridge, laid over three piers, affords a paffage

from one fide of the fluice to the other. It is the

northern part that contains the belt edifices.

The river began again to exhibit rocks and

fhoals.

At three quarters paft two we came to a pa-

goda, which is the fecond dedicated to Saint Tay-

houong, whom I have already mentioned as the

guardian of the difficult paffage in the river. The

pilots of our Sampanes did not fail to do homage

to him by ftriking upon the gongom . They alfQ

burned paper in honour of him, and addreffed to

him their thankfgivings for the protedtion he had

afforded us in fo dangerous a pafs.

After
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After having paffed feveral villages and ham-

lets which fkirt the river on both lides, and of

which I was not able to learn the names, we
arrived at fix o’clock at the city of Van-ngan-chen ,

where we remained till three quarters paft feven,

taking in provilions for the following day. This

city appears by its ramparts, which were all we
could fee of it, to be of confiderable fize. Every

thing was prepared to give us a welcome; and

the Ambaffador was received with a falute of

three guns. After dinner we proceeded on our

journey.

I now obferved that the mountains had aban-

doned us, and that the eye could reach, without

obffacle, on either fide to a very diftant horizon.

We this day travelled a hundred and thirty //,

(thirteen leagues).

7th. During the preceding night, the weather

was rainy with a foutherly wind, which pre-

vented us from making any obfervations.

This morning wre were ftill furrounded by a

plain. At half paft eight we came to Tay-ho-chen
,

a city fituated in the plain to the weftward, at a

few IV

s

diftance from the bank of the river,

c 3 From
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From the point of fight whence we perceived

it, its appearance was very agreeable; and we

were able to diftinguitli feveral edifices, among

which was a tower fix ftories high. The com-

puted diftance from Van-ngan- chen to Tay-ho-chen

is nine leagues (ninety It). An hour and a half

elapfed while we were waiting for provifions,

and for the Mandarins, our conductors, after

which we continued our journey. At half paft

ten we palled a handfome o£logonal tower of

eight ftories, in very good prefervation, and fitu-

ated on the weftern bank upon the top of a high

hill, where it occupies a confiderable fpace.

Beyond this tower is the village of Ki-thau-tong .

At eleven o’clock we came to Un-tou-t/iong, ano-

ther village upon the weftern bank, interfperfted

with trees, and of fome extent.

At half paft twelve we pafied a hamlet called

Thim-tchin-paa . Shortly after the weftern bank

of the river became mountainous and rocky,

and continued fo till we were a little beyond

Faa-chac-thong
,
which we reached at three o’clock.

The country then rcfumcd a level furface.

At half paft four we arrived a-breaft of Tchon-

ca-tou, built to the eaftward along the bank of the

river, and fituated at the beginning and foot of a

mountain.
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mountain. A great number of houfes compofe

this place, and indicate its importance, as do alfo

a multitude of boats. On the other bank is a

place of the fame name, embellifhed with hand-

fome ftone houfes, and not appearing to yield in

extent to the former. The river, which for about

two hours had run in a right line to the north-eaft,

then took a north-wefterly direction, and kept it

at lead an hour.

At five o’clock we came to a ffnall, but neat

hamlet. It was fituated to the eaftward of us,

furrounded with trees, and built of ftone. Half

an hour after Yeng-lau-J'an, a large and fliady

place, attracted our attention. The plains, in-

terfperfed with trees, began again to appear.

This evening the city of Ki-ngan-fou was our afy-

lum; we fupped there; a falute was fired in

honour of the Ambaffador ; and a great move-

ment among the people, and a general illumina-

tion, fignalized our prefence. Notwithftanding

this, we could difcern nothing of the city, except

the great length it occupies upon the bank of the

river, and fome hundreds of boats ranged along

that fpace. We took provifions on board, and

fet off again at ten o’clock.

0-4 Between
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Between yefterday evening and this we went

a hundred and eighty li (eighteen leagues); for

that is the computed diftance between Tay-ht-

chen and Ki-ngan-fou.

We navigated during the whole night, palling

about twelve o’clock by the city of Ki-chauye-c/ien,

without perceiving any thing of it.

8th. This morning, at eight o’clock, we came

to the village of Tong-con-houang, thickly planted

with trees, and fituated at ninety li (nine leagues)

from Ki-ngan-fou ; an interval during which the

darknefs of the night prevented us from feeing a

number of places. The river was become wider;

and was Ikirted on either hand with plains till

eight o’clock, when the mountains again ap-

proached us. At nine o’clock La-ou- cal-dicing

prefented itfelf, as did, half an hour after, the

village of Tchu-pan-thong divided into four quar-

ters, all in the plain. It was to the eaftward of

us, embellifhed wdth handfome houfes, and over-

fhadowed with trees. A quarter of a league

further on our way, the weftern bank offered to

our eyes Tchu-kl-tchun ,
in a line with which, and

alfo on the weftern fide, is an hexagonal tower,

whofe nine ftories gain an additional elevation

from the height of the hill it Hands upon. Its top

no
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no longer exifts, and it Teems to have been {Truck

by thunder, fince it is not eafy to attribute to any

other caufe a number of holes in the ftones, which

in two places defcend in a right line from top to

bottom. Here on both Tides of the river fteep

mountains fhow themfelves entirely bare of

trees.

At three quarters pail ten, we were a-breaft

of the city of Kia-kiang-chen, where we were all

to wait and take in provitions. Our Mandarins,

having alfo Tome bufmefs to tran Taft at that place,

detained us there till it was paft three o’clock.

This 6ty is fmall, but the rampart, or wall

that furrounds it, is of contiderable extent. It

even palTes over the fummit of two high hills, at

the foot of which the houfes are built.

Beyond Kia-kiang-chen
,

the country is again

flat to a great diftance trom the river
;
and around

the city are a number of country-houfes, en-

circled and fliaded by beautiful trees. This land-

fcape is repeated on the eaflern fide of the river.

At five o’clock we pafled Ouan-ho-ouang to the

weflward of the river, an extenfive and well

built place. If the fields refemble the banks of

the.
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the river, the whole of this country muft be ex-

ceedingly fertile in wheat and other grain, the

foil being of a rich and marley nature. The
houfes we faw there gave us a very favourable

idea of the profperity of the inhabitants.

At nine in the evening, we came near the city

of Sin-ta-chen to the eaflward of the river ; but as

there was no landing on that fide on account of

the ihallownefs of the water, tents, and tri-

umphal arches were erected on the weftern bank,

and every thing prepared for our reception. The

fame motive had conduced thither all the Man-

darins of the city, who came to pay us their

compliments. We took on board provifions at

this place, and after about an hour’s ftay fet off

again, continuing our journey during the whole

of the night, without feeing a mountain. We
were going almoft in a right line to the north-

eaft, with a confiderable increafe in the width of

the river.

9th. This morning, at five o’clock, we ar-

rived a-breaft of Tchong-ek, and (laid there about

an hour. Although Tchong-ek is not confidered

as a city, it has all the appearance of one, occu-

pying eight hundred toifes along the bank of the

Tiver. On the fide next the water, which is

crowded
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crowded with veffels, is a wall of done, run up

to a great height, and kept in excellent repair.

We perceived there feveral temples alfo, and

other edifices of tolerable appearance. Tchong-ek,

on the eaftern bank of the river, is fixty li diftant

from the city of Sin-tu-chen, (fix leagues).

At eight o’clock we reached Yong-tfi-tfau fitu-

ated exactly at the point made by the two

branches of the river; its elegant houfes, and

fine trees, give it a pleafing appearance. As

the eye cannot difcover any thing like a hill, it

appears as if the whole country had been pur-

pofely levelled. The landfcape feemed alfo to

fay that the country is rich and fertile, fince all

the fields were fown with different kinds of grain,

while on every fide were feen hamlets and vil-

lages, interfperfed with trees, the houfes being

for the molt part of ftone, and their appearance

fuch as to attradf the attention of the traveller.

I can venture to fay, that in all the fpace my
eyes could reach in every diredtion, there was

not a fingle unpleafant point of view. On either

bank of the river I could count a dozen hamlets,

or villages, prefenting themfelves at the fame

moment to the eye. Externally every thing wore

the appearance of profperity and happinefs.

At
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At nine o’clock we were a-breah of a village

called Tfan-tfen-cai-thong, and three quarters of an

hour afterwards that of V'ong-quan-fan, both eaft

of the river. The latter is extenfive, and planted

with trees. At eleven o’clock we reached the

city of Tong-cking-chen, fituated alfo to the eah-

ward, but not equal in appearance to Tchong-ek,

which we had feen in the morning. Like that

place, Tong-ching-chen has a wall of hewn Hone

along-fide of the river ; but feveral portions of it

no longer exift. From the water-hde, nothing

is to be feen but houfes handing out of the city,

and having little to recommend them to the eye.

We remained there till half pall twelve, when

we fet off again, reckoning that we had hill a

hundred and twenty li (twelve leagues) to travel

before we could reach Nan-tchang-fou, the capital

of the province of Kiang-fi. Thence we were to

proceed to Pe-king by land in eight and twenty

days, according to the calculation of our firh

Mandarin, the remaining diflance being hill three

hundred and twenty leagues (three thoufand two

hundred //).

At half pah one we paffed c.lofe by Long-than-

ehan, a convent built upon a rock, both fides of

which are wafhed by the river, becaufe it hands

in the middle of the hream. The temple beleng-

ing
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ing to the convent is dedicated to Saint Samquan.

It hands entirely embofomed in lofty trees. To
the eaftward, and oppofite the convent, is a large

village, where there are alfo a great number of

trees. On the eahern fide alfo is Tay-cong-hau-

jong
,
where we arrived at three o’clock. Several

hamlets fucceeded, and lah of all the village of

Tchu-tfa-than, a tolerably large place.

10th. At two in the morning we reached

Tfa-tjin-fe,
handing on the weftern bank op-

polite Nan-tchang-fou. Here our journey by

water terminated ; and here all our trunks and

baggage were debarked, in order to their

being conveyed over land. When the day

broke we faw the city handing on the other

bank. It had the appearance of a very ex-

tenhve place, and feemed to contain a great

number of houfes, befides temples and other im-

portant edifices. In the midh of the river is a

bank or ifland of fand of conhderable magni-

tude, but entirely uncultivated.

At eight o’clock all the perfons of the EmbalTy

quitted their Satn/ianes, and went on Ihore. We
were then carried to the hotel of a great Man-
darin, which had been prepared for our recep-

tion, arjd where all our baggage had been depo-

4 fited*
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fited, that it might be properly arranged for the

Coulis to carry it. We dined, and at two o’clock

the Ambaffador and I feated ourfelves in our pa-

lanquins, in order to begin our journey over-land,

which the other gentlemen rather chofe to per-

form on horfeback.

Upon leaving the' city, vve met fucceffively

with two triumphal arches which were lined

with two hundred foldiers under arms. We
paffed between them, and at each arch three

guns were fired as a falute to the Ambaffador.

We proceeded on our journey, palling now
through confiderable places, now through ham-

lets, fome of which were pretty enough, and

meeting at times with uneven ground, broken

by fmall hillocks, but in every part the country

conlilled of arable land. In the evening we ar-

rived at Lok-faa-tfun ,
where we, paffed the night.

It is a place of confiderable extent, appears po-

pulous, and afforded us a very comfortable

lodging.

nth. At four in the morning we proceeded

on our journey ; and at half part ten, after twice

eroding the river, we came to the city of Kien-

tchang-chen where we dined. At two o’clock

we
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we fet off again, in order to reach Ta-ngan-chcny

where we arrived at nine in the evening, and

where we paffed the night.

In the conveyance of our baggage we met with

a great many difficulties, of which the Coitlis were

the principal caufe. It feemed as if the Manda-

rins had but little authority over them.

Our road this day led us again through feveral

handfome villages and hamlets, and over very

fertile arable land, of which a great part was

fown with corn, turnips, and horfe beans. All

thefe plants were growing in flraight lines, and

in an order that might vie with that ofour kitchen

gardens. It appears that the Chinefe never flat-

ter the feed with the hand, but fow always in

furrour
s, and with a dibble. This fymmetrical re-

gularity gave a charming appearance to the fields

which were already in a fiate ofvegetation.

Upon the hills there are a great many hollies,

copfes, and woods of beach and oak.

I obferved alfo that the hogs in this part of the

country differed entirely from thofe of Quang-tong

,

being quite black, and apparently of a wild

breed. Their belly does not hang down; their

fnout
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fnout is fhort and turned up ; and their ears are

long and pendant. Their hair is alfo both thicker

and ftiffer.

It is equally eafy to fee that there is a difference

in the men, particularly in the colour of the fkin.

In general they are here of a much ruddier com-

plexion than the inhabitants of the fouth of China;

a circumftance that is ftill more perceptible among

the women, whofe cheeks are as red as thofe of

European females, in the full bloom of youth and

health.

Among the carriages employed in this coun-

try is a wheel-barrow, lingularly conftru&ed,

and employed alike for the conveyance of perfons

and goods. According as it is more or lefs hea-

vily loaded, it is dire&ed by one or two perfons,

the one dragging it after him, while the other

pufhes it forward by the {hafts. The wheel,

which is very large in proportion to the barrow,

is placed in the centre of the part on which the

load is laid, fo that the whole weight bears

upon the axle, and the barrow men fupport no

part of it, but ferve merely to move it forward,

and to keep it in equilibrium. The wheel is as

it were cafed up in a frame made of laths, and

covered over with a thin plank, four or five inches

wide.
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wide. On each fide of the barrow is a projefition,

on which the goods are put, or which ferves as

a feat for the paffengers. A chinefe traveller fits

on one fide, and thus ferves to counterbalance

his baggage, which is placed on the other. If

his baggage be heavier than himfelf, it is ba-

lanced equally on the two Tides, and he feats

himfelf on the board over the wheel, the barrow

being purpofely contrived to fuit fuch occafions.

The fight of this wheel-barrow thus loaded,

was entirely new to me. I could not help re-

marking its Angularity, at the fame time that I

admired the fimplicity of the invention. I even

think, that in many cafes fuch a barrow would,

be found much fuperior to ours.

In addition to this, I fiiould fay that the wheel

is at leaft three feet in diameter, that its fpokes

are fhort and numerous, and confequently, that

the felloes are very deep ; and that its convexity

on the outer fide, inftead of being nearly flat, like

common wheels, is of a fliarp form. This nar-

rownefs of the outer edge of the wheel appeared

to me at firft fight very unfuitable. It feemed

that if broader it would have been better

adapted to a clayey foil
3
but I recolle&ed that

at Java, the carts drawn by buffaloes have alfo

Vol. I. H wheels
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wheels with narrow felloes, on purpofe that in

the rainy feafon they may cut through ftrong

grounds, in which broad wheels would hick faff

;

as experience taught the learned M. Hooyman,

who attempted to employ broad wheeled carts in

the environs in Batavia, but found himfelf obliged

to follow the cuftom of the country. I am there-

fore convinced that the Chinefe wheel is the belt

fuited to a clayey foil.

1 2th. The Ambaffador had this morning a

little difpute with the Mandarin who commands

our efcort, concerning the diforder apparent in

every thing fmce yefterday
;
our fupper not being

ready at midnight, and no care having been taken

to fend our cooks on before us. The Coulis had

even fet them down in the middle of the road, and

refufed to carry them any farther. Beds, trunks,

every thing had arrived late and partially ; and

our lodgings were bad, and deftitute of every kind

of convenience.

The Mandarin expreffed his concern for all our

fufferings, and affined us that not one of them

was imputable to his negligence, but entirely

to a want of fubordination among the Coulis that

he would redouble his efforts to remedy them ;

but that for feveral days to come it would be im-

4 poffible
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polfible for him to procure us more convenient

lodgings, becaufe the province did .not afford

better. He added, that fuperior accommodations

would be found in Kiang-nan, and nearer to Pe-

king-, and that he hoped his Excellency would

exercife his patience for a few days longer. He
then entreated us to proceed immediately upon

our journey.

After a light breakfaft, we fet off at half pall

nine, in the midfl of rain and a very high wind.

At one o’clock we came to a very large and

handfome Pagoda, dedicated to the Goddefs

Conn-yam, (who is the Virgin Mary of the Chi-

nefe). We there took a cold dinner, and left it

at four o’clock, in order to take up our abode

for the night at the city of Kieou-kiang-fou. The
rain and the wind having increafed during the

evening, our torches went out at every ftep.

The road, in the part where it was carried over

heights, or paffed between the gorges of moun-

tains, was very flippery; and our bearers, after

having got through it, were numbed with cold,

wet, and worn out with fatigue. The confe-

quence was, that at the firft habitation they came

to they put down my palanquin under a filed

by the road fide, in order to go to the houfe in

fearch of fire to warm themfelves, and dry their

II z clothes,
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clothes. Thus abandoned, I laid myfelf down

to deep in my vehicle, experiencing at that mo-

ment how fortunate it was that our merchant

Ponqua had taken care to procure fuch conveni-

ent carriages for the Ambaffador and me. The

reft of the night pafted away while I was enjoy-

ing a comfortable lleep.

In the morning we faw two litters, carried by

mules, pafs by us. They wrere larger than our

covered palanquins, and confequently we lliould

have found them more commodious on our jour-

ney j
but it was impoftible to procure fimilar con-

veyances. Thefe carriages belong to rich per-

fons, who have them made whenever they are

about to undertake a long journey.

13th. At the break of day my bearers came to

take me up again. The road, as well as on the

preceding day, pafted over plains, interfperfed

with hamlets and infulated habitations. At eight

o’clock I arrived at the lodgings prepared for us

.in the city of Kieou-kiang-foit, where his Excel-

lency had been fmee two o’clock in the morning.

The Mandarin who was at the head of the go-

vernment, and who wore the dark blue button,

came to pay his refpefts to me, as he had done

to the Ambaflador in the middle of the night.

He
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He was old, exceedingly polite, and eager to

comply with all our defires. Our lodging was

very convenient and fpacious.

I went to take a walk in the town, which

might with more propriety be called a village ;

fince inftead of the common way of laying out

the ground in cities, many of the houfes are fur-

rounded with large kitchen gardens. Whole

fields, and cultivated pieces of land feparate

the houfes; between which there are fuch im~

menfe intervals, that I do not believe more than

a tenth part of the fpace within the walls is built

upon.

I went to fee the principal pagoda, where our

frit condu£lor was lodged, which gave me an

opportunity of paying him a vifit. This temple

is very large, and kept in excellent repair. By

the fide of it is a convent inhabited by a number

of Bonzes. Near the pagoda is a handfome hex-

agonal tower of feven dories. It differed from,

moft of thofe I had feen, becaufe between every

ftory it is encircled with a double balcony. It is

indeed the fecond of the kind that 1 have yet met

with. The other was at Kien-tchavg-chen, through

which we paffed the day before yefterday.

h 3 It
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It would be impoffible to give an idea of the in-

credible multitude of people who came crowding

to fee me : it was fo great that but for the Chinefe

foldiers who attended me, and opened me a way

through the crowd, I fhould never have been able

to get on. The women completely filled all the

doors and windows. In general their perfons

were pleafing: I even remarked fome who were

beautiful.

It was the intention of the Ambaffador to take

another night’s repofe
; but at three o’clock this

afternoon, the Mandarin came to propofe to us

to deep at a place forty li off. The reafoft was

that we had to pafs at Kieou-kiang-fou, a very large

branch of the Kiang
,
which we might now do

with a favourable breeze ; whereas, if we {laid

till the following day, a change of wind might

render the paflage of it impoffible, and thereby

not only occafion a delay in our journey, but

might even injure the fuccefs of our Embafiy.

The tone of entreaty and perfuafion ufed by

the Mandarin had its effeft upon his Excellency,

and at four o’clock we quitted our comfortable

lodgings in order to proceed on our journey.

We repaired to the bank of the river, which is

very wide, of which the coup d'ocil is very agree-

able.
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able, and which is navigable for fmall junks.

Finding there feveral large and commodious

vefiels ready to convey us wdth our retinue and

baggage, we went on board then, and, hoifting

our fails, reached the oppofite bank in about half

an hour. ’

I fhould add here, that upon a hill near the

place where we embarked there ftands a pa-

goda, by the fide of w'hich is an hexagonal tower

of fix dories high, in very good prefervation.

The fhadow of fome tall trees fell upon the

temple, which, together with the tower, com-

pofed a very agreeable view.

When we came to the other fide, we feated

ourfelves again in our palanquins, and came to a

moderately large place, wrhere we were con-

duffed to a public edifice. The commandant,

whom wre had feen on the other fide of the river,

came and fhewed us the fame civilities again,

becaufe we were dill within his didrift. He
invited us to partake of a collation which he had

prepared
;
but we begged to be excufed, ex-

prefiing to him our defire to arrive at the place

where wre wrere to deep in time for fupper.

Having furnilhed ourfelves wdth torches we fet

off at fix o’clock 5
but fcarcely had we advanced

FI 4 an
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an hundred yards before the Coulis fet us down in

the ftreets, refuting to carry us any farther unlefs

they were better paid. Two hours were fpent

in difputes, which ended in an acquiefcence in

their demand. In the mean time the weather

was become exceedingly bad, with wind and

rain. We went on notwithstanding. 1 feated

myfelf in my chair in a convenient pofture for

deep, and did not arrive till two o’clock in the

morning at Liang-kiang, where we put up at the

mod: miferable lodgings we had hitherto met

with. It furnifhed neither the means of fatis-

fying third; or hunger, nor was there any place

where w^e could decently lie down.

I was fo indignant at it, that after having

waited in vain half an hour for the arrival of the

AmbalTador, I wrent to deep in my palanquin. I

wras exceedingly vexed at his Excellency having

fufFered himfelf to be over-perfuaded by the old

Mandarin, and at our being deprived of our ex-

cellent lodgings, and even indeed of our fupper

;

for all our train was entirely difperfed.

14th. This morning, at fix o’clock, I ordered

my Coulis to be called, and hearing that the Am-
balTador was not arrived, fet off from this mife-

rable inn without getting out of my chair. The

weather.
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weather, though dill rainy, granted me now and

then a (hort interval of fair weather. I was tra-

velling over very fertile arable land. At half pail

one in the afternoon 1 reached the city of Houang-

mei chen , in the province of Hou-quang
,
where the

accommodations, although fomething better than

thofe of the preceding day, were hardly fuperior

to what may be procured in an inconfiderable

Dutch village.

The AmbalTador arrived an hour after, and

flept in his palanquin or chair, as I had done the

night before. Our other gentlemen came in

fucceffion, as wrell as part of the baggage, but

his Excellency’s guard did not yet appear. We
fupped, and every one laid down to court the

embraces of deep, rendered both fweet and ne-

cellary by fatigue.

The city appeared of confiderable magnitude,

and very commercial. It is alfo very popular,

to judge at lead by the great concourfeof people

we met with in eroding the dreets. In this city

there is a pyramidal tower of eight Tides.

15th. Our trunks and baggage arrived piece-

meal in the courfe of the morning, and at noon

the guards of the Embaffy made their appear-

ance.
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ance. We were in hopes of paffing another

night at Houang-mey-chen
, in order to recover en-

tirely from our fatigue, and to fee every thing

belonging to us collected together ; but our firft

conductor came again torequeft the Ambaffador

to proceed forty li in the afternoon, and not to

flop till we fhould have gone the whole diftance.

We determined to do fo, upon condition, how-

ever, that the Mandarins fhould take more effi-

cacious means to convey our trunks and beds to

our lodgings as foon as ourfelves.

We fet off accordingly at three o’clock. We
firft travelled over a flat country, through

ploughed fields, croffmg feveral branches of

rivers on our way. Our road paffed afterwards

by the foot of a mountain, and at length, at fix

o’clock, we reached the appointed place: it was

the village of Ting-ching-ckan. Our accommoda-

tions were worfe there than at the place we had

quitted ;
but as it was in vain to think of get-

ting better, we had nothing to do but to content

ourfelves where we were. This place, which is

not confiderable, is a dependency of the city of

Houang-mey-chen.

So far our journey over land was not eafily

performed 5 and cannot be better compared

than
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than with a forced march made by light troops.

It was fortunate indeed that the rain ceafed, for

it had already rendered the roads almod im-

paflable. After a tolerable fupper, at which

we had the company of our fird condu&or, who

came to fix the next day’s route with the Am-
baflador, we -went to bed at half pad nine, that

we might be ready to fet ofF at an early hour.

We were accordingly in motion at four o’clock,

and, after having proceeded a league, entered

the province of Kiang-nam , of which Con-din%-

fou *, better known by the name of Nam-king
, is

the capital. We eroded feveral branches of

rivers, modly by means of done bridges, having

eight, feven, five, or a fmaller number of piers.

The bridges here are not all condrufted with

arches ;
there are fome having from one pier to

another nothing but fiat hewn dones, ten or

twelve feet long ;
the piers are alfo of hewn done,

and are of a lharp form in the part they prefent

to the dream, in order that the water, in its rapid

courfe, may meet with the lead poifible refid-

ance, and confequently do no damage to the

* This is the real name of the city which the Europeans arc

in the habit of calling Nam-king, the latter word fignifying only

the Court of the South, becaufe Con-dingfou, fituated in the fouth

«f China, was the Imperial place of relidence.
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bridge
; a precaution which fhews the fkill and

penetration of the Chinefe architedls.

Over two rivers we found bridges fupportcd

by floating bamboos.

We came to feveral villages where all forts of

potter’s work are executed upon the largeft fcale.

In other villages we found manufactories of almoft

all kinds of wrought goods. As a proof of the

induftry exerted in this refpedt, I mull mention

one where vermicelli was making. The land at

the fame time announced the greatell fertility.

At eleven o’clock we were at Fong-chang-y ,

a pretty large place, whence we fet off an

hour after for Tay-ha-chen, and arrived there at

half paft two o’clock. As we had our Coulis to

change, we llaid there an hour and a half in a

very handfofne hotel. This large and commer-

cial city is fituatcd upon an ifland formed by two

branches of the river. In the llreet where we

flopped we faw an hexagonal tower, feven

ftories high, almoft fimilar to that of Kieou-kiang-

fou, of which mention is made above. It was

paft four when we quitted this city on our way

to Tcheou-ifi-eck, where wre arrived at half paft

feven. The other gentlemen had preceded us

thither.
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thither. An hotel, of tolerable appearance, was

our afylum for the night.

During the day we faw four triumphal arches

of ftone, which, although very ancient, were in a

pretty good date. Two of them flood in the

midft of fields, at a fmall diftance from the road.

The weather was very fine and mild, but, during

the morning, the roads were bad and flippery.

We paffed over feveral elevated fpots, {hut in

between high mountains; the whole diftance

travelled this day being a hundred and twenty li

(twelve leagues).

We were ready to fet off at four o’clock in the

morning, but we had neither Coulis nor torches,

and an hour elapfed before we could get away.

Being the laft to fet off, I was not on the road till

three quarters paft five. The weather was rainy,

windy, and cold. At three quarters paft ten I

came to Tfien-chan-then , a city of confiderab’-e

fize. I can fay nothing of its interior, becaufe I

was only carried along-fide its walls ; but from

without I diftinguifhed a very large tower of fix

fides, and as many ftories, which differed from all

I had hitherto feen, by having its top in the form

of a lantern. I found the party already affem-

bled at our halting place, whence we departed

4 before
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before half paft eleven, with the intention of

patting the night at Tong-ching-chen but when

we reached Tcheo-lou-han, his Excellency was

taken to deep at an hotel there, on account of

the rain, although it was only half paft three

o’clock, and we might yet have proceeded a

eonfiderable diftance. It was natural, however,

that we thould comply with the defire of our

condudtor. Our day’s journey was in confe-

quence only ninety li.

During the greater part of this day we tra-

velled over mountains where not the final left

fertile fpot efcapes cultivation. The eye of an

European is delighted at beholding the induf-

trious application of the Chinefe, who, rating

difficulties at nothing, convert mountains into

fertile fields, and change their inclined furface

into level ground, by means of terraces of four

or five feet elevation, which defcend by fteps

from the top of the declivity to the bottom of

the valley. But for their exertions it is evident

that thofe regions inuft remain for ever unculti-

vated, on account of the ravages committed by

the floods during the heavy rains, which would

not fail to carry both the foil and the feed depo-

fited in it into the ravines below. The precau-

tions of which I am fpeaking render fuch a mif-

chief
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chief impodible by levelling every thing. Each

terrace is befides fecured with a parapet, and a

little ditch to drain off the fuperfluous water.

On the other hand, as elevated grounds are in

their very nature fubje£t to drought, the Chinefe,

to remedy this evil, judicioufly place on the

fummits of the highed mountains ample refer-

voirs, in which the rain water is received and

preferved. As foon as the drought begins to be

felt, the reviving dream defcends, and faves the

corn, grafs, and vegetables, from its pernicious

effects.

The afpeft of a Hope fo difpofed, when feen

from a commanding fituation, was highly agree-

able, although the ground was now entirely

dripped and naked. How delightful muff it be

wrhen wheat embellifhes the furface, and covers

it with a verdant carpet

!

From the top of one of thefe dopes, along

which I wf as carried, l difcovered, at noon, no

lefs than nine hamlets, lying in different direc-

tions, and borrowing from the furrounding trees

the appearance or fo many fhady groves. The

whole compofes a very beautiful picture, with a

long fucceffion of mountains in the didance,

where the eye of the fpe£tator difcerns pagodas

and
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and other edifices (landing upon elevated fpots,

and furrounded by innumerable trees.

We have alfo this day had a view of feveral

triumphal or honorary arches, built of (tone.

Near the city of TJien-chan-chen are five, at no

great didance from one another
; four of them

by the road fide, and the fifth in the very middle

of the highway.

I made more particular enquiries concerning

the fignification of thefe monuments, and was

told, that they are architectural works intended

to perpetuate the memory of perfons of both

(exes, whofe virtues have deferved celebration

and the homage of the public. The Emperor,

on his part by way of exciting emulation, takes

care to preferve whatever may ferve to tranfmit

to poderity an idea of the glory of thofe cele-

brated perfons ; while infer! ptions indicate their

names, and the noble actions by which they

gained their renown.o

A more exa£t idea will be given of this kind

of recompenfe by mentioning the mod virtuous

clades of men in favour of whom this ufage has

been adopted.

I. Perfons
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1. Perfons who have lived a century; the

Chinefe thinking, that without a fober and

virtuous life it is impoflible to attain fo great

an age.

2. Children who have given proofs of great

filial affe&ion.

3. Women remarkable for their chaftity.

The fineft of the triumphal arches we faw this

day, which is compofed of a very hard kind of

white marble called Samehit, was erefted in

honour of three fifters. According to the Chinefe

cuftom, they had been betrothed from their in-

fancy ; but their three intended huibands died

before they were marriageable. In vain did

other men defire their company through life

;

faithful to their firft engagements, they conli-

dered them as binding till their death, after

which this mark of honour was awarded them.

4. The Mandarins who have governed in the

diflridl fubjedt to their authority with fidelity

and juftice, fo as to gain the love and efteem of

the people.

VOL. 1 . I 5. And
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5 _ And laftly, the perfons who have diftin-

guifhed themfelves by rendering fignal fervices

to the ftate ; or who have made or invented any

thing conducive to the advantage of the public.

From the beginning of our journey over land

to the prefent time, 1 have met with upwards of

twenty-five of thefe honorary arches.

I return to the wheel-barrow already defcribed

to mention what I have obferved to-day. By

way of hindering the wheel from wearing out in

i'andy roads, the outer edge, or periphery, is

covered with a rim, two inches wide, made of

bamboo. By means of this the wheel does not

fink in, but rolls over the fuperficies of the

ground like a Dutch wheel. Thus have the

Chinefe contrived to make their barrow fer-

viceable in all roads, by means of a trifling ad-

dition which they have it always in their powrer

to provide.

Our lodging was again very bad at Tcheou-

lou-hou, and in confequence of the refolution we

had taken this morning of going ftill further,

the greater part of our baggage, table utenfils,

and wine, were fent on before us, which ren-

dered our repaft very difagreeable. We were,

i indeed.
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Indeed, in want of every accommodation, and

even of forks and fpoons
;
for the former are

not in ufe in China, and the latter are made of

porcelain, with very fliort handles. We were

alfo reduced to drink water. In all refpefts the

fcene was well worthy painting ; and circum-

ftances of this kind were fo little uncommon,

that furely no Embaffy ever met with fo many

curious adventures.

18th. We fet off at half pall four; the rain,

ivhich had poured the whole night, continuing

at intervals during all the day, rendered the

roads horrible. At ten o’clock we arrived at

Tau-tchong-y, where we made a hop of half an

hour to breakfaft
;
and at three quarters paft

four in the afternoon reached our lodgings in the

fuburbs of Tong-ching-chen, whither his Excel-

lency had preceded us two hours before. This

was the beft halting place we had hitherto met

with.

The wTind beginning to blow flrongly from the

w'eftward towmrds noon, the cold became more

piercing than we had yet felt it throughout our

journey. We croffed feveral rivers, the road

keeping conftantly at a fmall diftance from a

chain of high mountains, of which the fummits

I 2 were



1 1

6

VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

were covered with ice and fnow. We palled

to-day in like manner as yefterday, over heights

and through vallies, meeting on our way with

many fpots of cultivated ground. I obferved fe-

veral fmall patches by the road fide which were

hardly fix feet broad, and which were never-

thelefs prepared for fowing bv the plough. This

proves to what a pitch the attention to cultiva-

tion is carried, and that it fuffers nothing to

efcape it.

* - «

The political fyftem of the Chincfe princes in

remote times was to confider agriculture as the

principal, the firft, and moll noble of the occu-

pations of man. This idea goes to fuch a length

that the Emperor attends annually at a folemn

feftival, in which he exercifes the profeffion of a

hufbandman. Many learned Chinefe have, from

time immemorial, written a great number of

works concerning agriculture—works of which

Grammont, the Miffionary, fpoke to me at

Canton in high terms of praife. He even thinks

them worthy of tranflation into the European

languages, on account of the utility that might

be derived from them ; and becaufe many things

occur in them which among us are entirely

unknown.

We
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We faw in this day’s journey feveral hamlets,

and feven honorary arches. I can fay little of

the city of Tong-ching-chen
,
becaufe I only paffed

along its walls. It appeared, however, a place

oi fome magnitude, and I could perceive the

remains of two odtogonal towers, one of three

ftories, the other of iix. Nothing elfe curious

attracted my obfervation.

In the evening the Fon-yuen of the diftridt dif-

patched two Mandarins to prefent to us his

refpedts, and his apology for not coming in

perfon, on account of the rain. He fent us a

prefent of a hundred hams, and a hundred halted

ducks, with tea and fugar for our journey. At

the beginning of the night the rain redoubled.

19th. The weather being tolerably dry this

morning, we fet off at half paft four, the reft of

the train following us flowly. The Coulis, twelve

of whom had been ordered for the Ambaifador’s

palanquin, and as many for mine, fet me down
at half a league from the city, in the road and in

the rnidfl of the mud, becaufe their number was

reduced to five, the other feven having made off

as foon as they had received their hire. After

waiting an hour four other Coulis came to my
I 3 relief.
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relief, and took me up again. The road, being

carried almofi condantly over a clayey foil, was

very bad, which prevented my arriving before

one o’clock at Tay-qua-fe, a large place, at only

forty// didance from Tong-ching-chen.

I dopped there half an hour in order to get

four ConliSy which were procured for me by the

Mandarin. He fent alfo one of his fervants with

me on horfeback, to keep an eye over thofe

fcoundrels, and prevent their defertion. At half

pad one I proceeded on my journey, but it was

pad two o’clock in the morning before I reached

our lodgings at Yu-ching-chen, having confumed at

lead three hours in going the lad feven //. The

roads were fo exceedingly bad that the Coulis

were conftantly half -way up their legs in mud ;

and it was fo fiippery that they wrere every

moment in danger of falling. This, indeed,

happened four times, and the confequence was

that the feat under me was broken to pieces. I

returned thanks to heaven when I found myfelf

fafely houfed ; for the road not being wide, there

was no little danger of being thrown into the

ditch, on one fide or other, as otten as the bearers

made a falfe dep.

After



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I 794

—

S' ll 9

After fo uncomfortable a journey I was again

obliged to go to bed without a fupper, becaufe the

cooks again came up too late. Some of the perfons

of the Ambaffador’s fuite were under the neceflity

of travelling part of the way on foot. On the

approach of night the cold became fo piercing,

that it feemed as if we had been fuddenly trans-

ported into the midft of winter; and this change

being (till more diftrelTing to the Chinefe than

to Europeans, it is no wonder that a great

number of the Coulis deferted at the end of the

day, in order to warm themfelves in the fir ft

houfe they met with. All thefe circumftances

rendered our journey doubly difagreeable.

His Excellency, on his arrival here, was con-

duced to a miferable public-houfe. He com-

plained of this bitterly, and in very expreffive

terms, to the Mandarin of the town, who was

come to congratulate him, and told him repeat-

edly, that he fhould never have expeCed fuch

treatment. The Mandarin pretended that there

was no better place, but as his affertion was

evidently contrary to truth, the Ambaffador had

him driven from his prefence.

Two of our gentlemen, mounted on horfe-

back, had gone from the place in which we

1 4 were
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were quartered to the city, where they were told

of a very good inn in another part of the fuburbs.

We have even reafon to believe that it was

prepared for us, fmce triumphal arches fuch

as we generally found before our halting places,

were erected there. His Excellency, being in-*

formed of the difcovery of this inn, removed to it

about midnight.

We were neverthelefs obliged to go without

beds, and to content ourfelves with the cufhions

of our palanquins, almoft all our baggage being

behind us, particularly fome trunks that were

left in the middle of the road by the Coulis, on

account of the cold and rain. We had, how-

ever, travelled a hundred and ten It fince the

morning.

The road we followed this day was conti-

nually up and down hill, but towards the evening

we came to a plain. At feven // from the city

of Tong-chin-chen we eroded a river in ferry-boats.

It had frozen the preceding night and in the

morning, and every thing was covered with ice

as in the midft of winter. The fields and trees

were entirely clad in a garb of fparkling white.

Towards
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Towards noon we climbed dowly up a very

lofty mountain, and reached its top enveloped in

ice and fnow, about half pad one. The defcent

on the other fide of this mountain was fo rapid,

that in forae places it exceeded that of fMoiling-

chan. When upon the fummit 1 enjoyed the

aftonifhing fpe&acle of a valley fituated between

two ridges of mountains, and of an appearance

fo attractive, that 1 could not fatisfy my eye9.

Every thing was, however, in a date of barren

nakednefs, which could not fail to injure the

profpecl. How charming, then, mud be the

contemplation of this magnificent feene when

fummer has fcattered dowers over it ; when

their bright tints form a delightful contrad with

the other beauties of vegetation
;

and when

yellow ears of corn enrich the fields.

At two o’clock I reached the valley, where 1

purfued my journey for three hours, condantlv

accompanied by rivulets, and their gentle mur-

murs, and condantly furrounded by the marks of

cultivation, of which the impreflion was dif-

cernible upon the very tops of the mountains.

The indudry and (kill of the Chinefe in agri-

culture manifeds itfelf in this valley, with all the

charaCteridics of the highed perfection. At a

fingle
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fmgle glance the eye takes in their various coil*

trivances to profit by the different fituations of

the ground. The lower parts are cut into ffeps

or ftages, as I have already had occafion to

relate, while the hills are ploughed up to the

very top, a diredtion being given to the furrows

and ditches, fuch as the inclination of the plane

requires to drain off the water. Such places as

form an amphitheatre, and have no inundation to

fear during the rainy feafon, are alfo cultivated

to the very fummits of the mountains. Yes, I

am fure that many people in Europe would

go a hundred miles to enjoy a profpecl fo en-

chanting as that of this valley muff be when all

its ornaments are united.

I muff alfo be permitted to add, that in the

fpace occupied by arable land, fometimes houfes

were feen forming feparate habitations, and

fometimes collected into hamlets. Lofty and

tufted trees added their rural beauties to dif-

ferent parts of the pidture, and while, for the

hr ft time, the empire of China offered to my view

oaks lofty enough to recal the idea of the king

of the foreft, I call alfo a glance upon the weep-

ing willows that grew by the road fide. A foft

and gentle fliower covered the branches of that

melancholy tree, as well as of all the others, and

of
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of the molt humble fhrubs, with a dew that fil-

vered over their foliage, while the light refledted

from thefe little globes of cryftal, produced an

effedt which created at once aftonifhment and

pleafure, and which was fuch as I never remember

to have feen at any other period of my life.

During the morning I faw ten more triumphal

arches, fix of which were near the city of Tong-

ching-chsn, and clofe to one another.

A great many pigs are bred here. I met

whole herds going to feed in the woods ; all of

them black, and fuch as I defcribed under the

date of the 10th of this month. Since we have

been travelling over land I have not met with

a fingle white one.

It was for the firh time that I to-day obferved

a change in the dogs : till now, and in the

fouthern parts of the Empire, I had feen none

but the ftraight-eared fpaniel, but here the dogs

have pendant cars, and a thin tail. Their height

is greater than that of the fpaniel, from which

they are altogether a different fpecies.

In this part of the country very good yellow

carrots are cultivated, which have cxadlly the

fame



124 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH
I

fame tafte as the Dutch, and are confequently

far fuperior to thofe of Canton. We alfo met

with round turnips of the largeft kind in great

abundance.

£oth. Wr

e were not able to fet off on account

of all our baggage being again behind us, and of

its raining the whole day. There was, befides,

a want of Coulis, becaufe the prefents intended

for the Emperor, that were fent off from Canton

before our departure, paffed by here yefterday, and

employed about a thoufand Coulis in their convey-

ance. Laft evening we found two mirrors ftill

without the city. They were forwarded this

morning, which added to the difficulty we
found in procuring the three hundred that were

wanted for our fuite and baggage.

In the courfe of the day a great part of our

baggage arrived at our lodgings, and we learned

that during the two laft days and. nights, eight

Coulis had died of cold and fatigue.

We were alfo informed that the preparing of

lodgings for us on the road was by no means the

bufinefs of the Mandarins, our conductors
;

but

that each province deputed Mandarins for that

exp refs purpofe.

The
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The governor of the province of Kiang-nam

committed this charge to the On-tcha-tfu , who was

diftinguiihed bv the blue tranfparent button.

He came in confequenee to Yu-ckinp-chew to

order lodgings for us
3
but as the care of this

afterwards devolves upon the commandants of

the towns, this defcent of authority often leads

to a refill t that rather retards than accelerates

the journey.

The Lingua came to tell me in the evening,

that the want of Coulis hindering us from fetting

off at an early hour, we had no occafion to hurry

ourfelves. The weather continued rainy and cold.

2 ill. On reviewing our baggage we found

that a great deal was wanting, and that we had

not a lingle cheft of wine, which had already

reduced us to the neceffity of drinking water

with our fupper the evening before.

This day being the Tong ,
or Chriftmas of the

Chinefe, which they celebrate with great felti-

vity, it became hill more difficult to procure

Coulis.

At eleven o’clock the Mandarins, our con-

ductors, came to pay a vifit to the Ambaffador

and
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and me, and to make an apology to him for thtf

bad reception he had met with on arriving at

this place. They told him, that thofe matters

were not at all under their regulation, but were

lett to the Mandarins of the province and places

through which we palfed.

Shortly after the On-tcha-tfu of the province

came alfo to pay us his compliments* He was

very polite, and did not fail to fpeak to us imme-

diately of the ignorance 'of the commandant of

the city, who had pointed out a lodging for the

Ambalfador that was not intended for him, in-

head of that which had been prepared for his

reception, as the arrangements made there

proved. He added, that he had already made a

complaint of this condudt to the governor of the

province, and that he did not doubt that the

commandant would be difmi fifed from his place*

He then propofed to us to go twenty-five li that

night, in order that we might arrive at the city

Liu-tjion-fou on the following day ; but as it was

already pad twelve ;
as it would have required

at lead two hours to colle£t the neceffary bearers j

and as a good deal of our baggage was dill

miding, I perfuaded his Excellency to go no

farther that day, becaufc the night would be

very far advanced before we could reach the

intended
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intended place, where, according to all appear-

ance, we fhould be obliged to go without fupper

and beds
\
whereas, by remaining where we

were, we fhould be fure of both. The Ambaf-

1'ador, coinciding in my reafons, declined pro-

ceeding any further that day.

I then propofed to the M'andarirfs that we
fliould travel ninety or a hundred li a day, and

that things fliould be fo arranged that we might

fet off at four o’clock in the morning as long as

we fhould be carried by Coulis. I added, that

when we fliould reach the province of Chan-tong

(where we were made to hope that wTe fhould be

furnifhed with litters), they might lengthen our

day’s journies, and even make us travel during

the night, efpecially as we fliould then have the

advantage of moon-light. By thefe means, as the

roads would no doubt be firm and frozen, we
fliould find it cafy, if necefiarv, to travel two

hundred li in four-and-twenty hours.

My propofitions were well received by the

Mandarins, and, after a long debate, it was de-

termined that we fhould travel feventy-five li the

next day, in order to reach a fuitable place to

fleep at
; and that, for greater convenience, our

baggage fliould be forwarded the whole of the

afternoon.
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afternoon, which was accordingly done. It was

fettled that we fhould fet off the next day at five

o’clock, ffhe Mandarins, who appeared fatif*

fied with thefe arrangements, took leave of us

and retired. We confequently remained in the

fame lodgings.

During the whole day there was a gentle fall

of fnow, and the weather was pretty cold. Fah-

renheit’s thermometer fell this morning to thirty-

two degrees, which correfponds with the freezing

point of Reaumur’s. In the night the weather

grew clear, and it froze hard.

2 2d. At fix in the morning we quitted Yu~

ching-chen ,
Fahrenheit’s thermometer handing at

twentv-five degrees and a half. The road was

frozen,, rugged, und full of fharp points, which

made it very difficult to walk
; but the weather

was clear, and we faw the fun for the firh time

fince the nth. Our road lay conffantly over

plains, with now and then a gentle riling and

defcent, but there were no mountains except

thofe that we faw at a very remote dihance.

We confequently met with very few rivers.

At eleven o’clock we came to Tau-chen-chen,

where we hopped for at lealt an hour to retrefh.

This
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This city is pretty large. Setting off after

dinner we arrived at half part five at Koun-eck,

where we flept in a very comfortable houfe.

In this day’s journey I counted four triumphal

arches, and for the firft time perceived maize, or

Indian corn, in feme little lhops, as well as a

kind of fmall flat beans that have been intro-

duced into China, being as well as the maize of

foreign growth. We travelled this day feventy-

five li. The night was clear and frofty.

23. Fahrenheit’s thermometer flood this morn-

ing at twenty-two degrees. We fet off at half

pall four, and in like manner as yefterday pafled

through nothing but ploughed ground, with

gentle elevations.

At eleven o’clock we came to the city of Liu-

tcheou-fou , where we were carried along the out-

flde of the ramparts. It feemed to be a very

large place. We flopped in the northern

fuburbs to change our bearers and take fome re-

irefhments. The weather was mild, though the

fun was hid in clouds. At noon we fet out

anew, and proceeded as far as Tin-fau-J'e, where

we arrived at five oclock, and where we pafled

the night. This day’s journey was feventy-

five li.

VOL. I, K In
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In the evening the Mandarin of Fong-yong-fowr

who is at the head of the executive power in

that province, came to pay a vifit to the Ambaf-

fador and me. He wore the dark blue button,

was very affable, and -was at lead fixty years of

age. We had already been in company with

him at Yu-ching-chen
,
as well as with the On-tcha-

tfu. He brought with him a prefent of twenty-

feven iheep-fkin dreffes for our foldiers and

fervants, and fome fruit for ourfelves. From him

we learned that the Mandarin of Yu-ching-chen

had loft his place on account of his conduct

towards us. It would have been difficult for

him to behave with greater politenefs than he

did, or to exprefs greater concern at his not

being able to procure us better accommodations

in his diftrifft, and at our being obliged to

perform fo troublefome a journey in the prefent

cold feafon of the year. The fheep-fkin dreffes-

were very welcome to our people. I took

two of them, which I converted into bags for

his Excellency and me to put our legs in while

in our palanquins, and thus keep off the cold.

We derived great advantage from them, efpecially

when we alfo took with us a jug of hot water.

24th. In confequencc of the tardinefs of the

Coulis we did not fet off till half paft five. Four

koura after we puffed through the city of Liang

-

chan-chert^
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chan-chen, a place of confiderable fize, full of

fhops, and apparently very commercial. We
perceived there an hexagonal tower of feven

Tories, and feveral triumphal arches.

Towards noon we came to Ho-chan-ek, a place

of fome magnitude, and left it at one o’clock.

After having taken a light repaft at eight, we
reached Cking-kiou-ek, another great town, ap-

pointed for our refting-place for the night.

The weather was very fine, and during the

whole of the day the fun kept us company.

The face of the country did not differ from that

of the preceding two days : we met with

fcarcely any rivers, and the mountains were very

remote. In the day’s journey, which was at leafl

of one hundred and ten //', we paffed by feven

triumphal arches of {tone. The road was tole-

rably good, and we faw a number of villages and

farms where the feed was already in the ground.

We overtook the four mirrors inteoded as a

prefent for the Emperor; each of them was car-

ried by twenty-four Coulis ,
and followed by as

many more. Thefe forty-eight bearers relieved

each other at every half league. Heuce it is eafy

K 2 to
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to conceive what the carriage of thefe four

looking-glalfes mud have coft.

We faw to-day, for the firft time, a cart drawa

by two horfes, one in the (hafts, with the other

a-breaft. This carriage greatly refembles the

covered cart of Guelderland, but is not by any

means fo well eonftrufted.

As we came very late to our journey’s end, it

wras impolhble to wait till our cooks had drefled

us a fupper. We therefore refolved to retire to

reft without eating
;
and in like manner as yef-

terday lay down upon the floor, our beds not yet

being come up. The privation of wine being added

to thefe difagreeablecircumftanceSjthe journey be-

came unpleafant and tirefome, efpecially as we
plainly faw that the hardfliips we fuffered pro-

ceeded from a want of order, and from the inatten-

tion of the different Mandarins of the provinces.

An incontrovertible proof of this fa£t is, that the

Mandarins, our condudfors, who depended folely

upon themfelves, were in want of nothing. The

weather, during the night, was clear and frofty.

25th. Our departure took place at half pa ft

five, and our arrival at the city of Ting-yim-tflin

about noon. We dined there while the Coulis

were



were changing. In that city, which is tolerably

large, is an hexagonal towejr of feven dories,

without atop, at a fmall didance from the walls.

We were carried to pretty good lodgings in the

fuburbs. At half pad; one, fuppofing the Coulis

ready, as I had been told, I went and feated

myfelf in my palanquin, but, after waiting half

an hour, the Lingua came to inform me that

another hour would elapfe before they would

prefent themfelves, becaufe they had not yet

received their hire. On hearing this I got out

of my chair, and intreated his Excellency not to

go any farther this day
;

for I knew that the

fird appointed place of rendezvous was at fixty li

didance, and, calculating that we diould not

reach it before eight or nine o’clock in the even-

ing, I forefaw in that cafe the neceflity of going

fupperlefs to bed, whereas here we had agree-

able lodgings, and time fufficient for our cooks

to prepare us a good repaft. The Ambadador

yielded to my pcrfualion. When our determi-

nation was known, an attempt was made to get

us away by telling us that the Coulis were waiting

for us
;
but as it was already half pad two, we

perhfted in remaining where we were.

On hearing this the Mandarins came to intreat

his Excellency at lead to go forward thirty //,

jjut in vain. M. Agie told them in Chinefe, in

K 3 the
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the AmbaflTador’s name, that we knew by expe-

rience that the Mandarins always Ihortened the

road when they talked to us of diftances
; that

in confequence of this deception we arrived fo

late at our fleeping place, that we had not time

to get a fupper dreflfed unlefs we chofe to fa-

crifice the whole of our reft, it being neceftary to

rife at three in the morning
;
that if care were

regularly taken to provide bearers, the journey

might be performed with eafe, but having

always a couple of hours to wait, without reck-

oning the time of changing Coulis at noon, we
loft the three beft hours of every day, and the

journey became difagreeable and fatiguing; that

for once people might go without eating
; but

that it would not do to make it a daily pradlice;

that fome of our trunks and chefts, which v/e

were in want of, were conftantly behind, fo that

feveral perfons had no longer any linen, and that

for fix days paft we had not tailed a drop of

wine ;
and, in the laft place, that it behoved

them to adopt a new order of things, as other-

wife we dreaded left fo many privations and

hardlhips fliould affedl our health.

The Mandarins, having no fufficient reafons to

oppofe to ours, laid a great ftrefs upon the Em-

peror’s defire to fee us before New Y ear’s Day,

and continued to infill upon the Ambaflador’s

S°in$
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going the thirty li ; but though they fpent a

whole hour in intreaty they did not gain theit

end. His Excellency, however, promifed to be

ready to depart at three o’clock the following

morning, adding, that he lhould proceed no

farther than ninety /i, in order that he might flop

at Lin-ouay-chen.

They then endeavoured to play us another

trick, and to carry us twenty or thirty li beyond

that place. By way of doing fo they begged us

to fet off at two o’clock inftead of three. Suf-

pecling their delign, becaufe it was evident that

it would fuffice to fet off at five o’clock in order

to go the ninety li, I told them that the Am-
baftador was refolved not to go beyond Lin-ouay-

xhen , that it was his with to pafs the night there,

and that they had nothing to do but to weigh the

matter well

. - i.

Perceiving that our oppofition was fyftematic,

and founded upon a geographical knowledge of

the country, they changed their tone, and at lalt

told us, that it would be needlefs to break our

reft, and that a fervant of our Mandarins would

call us in the morning when it lhould be time to

fet olF. They then retired. The old Mandarin

was the perfon who took the greatell part in this

K 4 little
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little difpute, and, upon going away, he gave me
to underhand, though in very meafured terms,

that his ill fuccefs was attributable to me. One
of his companions was brother to the Tfong-tou of

Canton, and had a ftrong refemblance to him in

perfon.

We palled the night at Ting-yun-cJien. The

face of the country that we had feen during the

day wasprecifely fimilar to that which we had had

occafion to obferve for feveral days before
;
but

we did not meet with a fmgle river. In the af-

ternoon M. M. Van Braam and Dozy went

without the fuburbs to try fome lkates which

had been prefented to them by Mr. Browne,

Chief of the Englifh Factory, with whom they

had been left by Lord Macartney. The furprife

of the Chinefe was fo great, on feeing the eafe

and rapidity with which they moved over the

ice, that fpedtators crouded from all quarters.

During the night the Iky was cloudy and the

cold fevere.

26th. For the firlt time the bearers were

punctual : we fet off in confequence at four

o’clock, and arrived a little after nine at Hong-

chau-chen, where we flopped to take fome re-

frelhments.
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refrcffiments. Proceeding on our journey at half

pall ten we came, after eight hours travelling, to

Lrug-ouay-chen, where we flept, but again without

a fupper, becaufe our cooks came up too late.

The ground that we went over during the

morning was more uneven than that of the pre-

ceding day. In fome places it was very rocky,

and in others overgrown with heath. Here and

there only a few cultivated fpots were feen
;
and

the houfes were fo thinly fcattered that we tra-

velled twenty-five li, without meeting a fingle

habitation. We met with a fiill frnaller pro-

portion of taverns
(
Couqnan

)

which in general are

very common along the roads. Hitherto we
have feen nothing fo bare and wretched as this

part of the country.

At two o’clock I was at the extremity of a

defert of this kind, which terminated with a

village of indifferent appearance, though of con-

fiderable fize. Having paded the village I found

myfelf very unexpectedly upon the fiummit of a

very fleep mountain, without my having per-

ceived any previous afcent
;
but my furprize was

nothing in companion of the effect it fuddenly

produced upon me by the dazzling profpeci

which burft upon my fight, and which was ren-

dered
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dered ftill more beautiful by the molt ftriking

contrail that nature ever created in fo fmall a

fpace. I had juft palled through a defert and

fandy country, and now a cultivated plain of

vaft extent captivated my eyes. This immenfe

landfcape, of which the horizon was the only

boundary, was ftill farther embellifhed by vil-

lages and hamlets fcattered in every direction.

The magnificent fcene recalled to my mind the

profpe£t which is feen from the celebrated fpot

ftill bearing the name of the King's Table,
near

Rheenen, in the province of Utrecht, and with

which this view well deferves to be compared.

A narrow path of rapid defcent foon brought us

into the plain.

The weather being mild, and the fun coming

out at times, the furface of the ground thawed,

which rendered the road heavy and fiippery.

Towards the evening it began to freeze again.

Since the preceding day the highway was.

become much wider and fitter for the paflage of

carts, the ruts of which we perceived during the

whole of this morning. Willows and tall trees

grow on each fide of the road. In the courfe of

the day we met with a number of horfes and

mules laden with merchandize. The city of

Hong-
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Hong chang-chen, where we flopped to refrelh, is

a place of fome confequence. It has two gates,

but is not inclofed by walls. Lin-ouay-chen

,

where we arrived in the evening, feemed alfo a

large place
;
but the darknefs of the night hin-

dered us from judging with any degree of cer-

titude. Before we came to the latter place, and

at the diftance of about half a league, we faw a

tower of feven ftories. In approximating Lin-

ouay-clien , the road pafTes over a caufeway of con-

fiderable height and width. In one part of it is

a very handfome hone bridge, under which the

water of both hides of the caufeway forms a

junction. The place itfelf is poor, according at

leah to the indication of our lodgings, which

were exceedingly mean.

We travelled this day one hundred and five li

(ten leagues and an halt).

1 1 is Excellency having fent word to his firft

fcondudlor, that the next day he would only

travel eighty It, the Mandarin was fo much dif-

concerted that he came, accompanied by the

fecond conductor, and had me waked at half pah

eleven o’clock. Standing by the bed tide they

conjured me to prevail upon the AmbafEdor to

go as far as one hundred and twenty li, without

which
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which he faid we could not arrive at Pe-king bv

the appointed time ; and at this they teftified

the greater uncafinefs, becaufe, afraid of lofing

their employ, and of incurring the Emperor’s

difpleafure. I promifed them my intercefiion,

provided, in their turn, they took care to have

the Coulis ready at an early hour, and to fend our

cooks on before us to the fleeping place, fo that

. we might be fure of having a hot fupper. They

undertook to fulfil thefe obligations, to which 1

added that of difpatching a courier for a cheft of

wine and fotne trunks, for which feveral of our

gentlemen had an indifpenfable occafion. They

retired exceedingly well fatisfied.

27th. At half pad: four we were on our way.

I then perceived that the city of Lin-ouay-chen is

greater than it had appeared to me the day before.

It is iituatedon the bank of a large river, which we
eroded by means of a bridge fupported by more

than fifty boats. At noon we arrived at Hau~

kiang-jio ,
a village of little importance, where we

flopped an hour to take fome refrefhment.

At two o’clock we pafled over a bridge of vail

length, and of the following form: -''”*a»yu It

is thrown over a river of great width, is con-

ftru£led in part ofhewn Hone, and partly of brick

;

i and
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and extends to the length of eight hundred and

five paces : its width, judging by the eye, is

twenty feet. It is compofed of fifteen arches,

which do not follow in fucceflion, becaufe there

are in different parts five intervals, without

arches, or openings of any fort. This was the

Jargeft bridge I had yet feen in China.

At half part fix we came to, Cau-chen-ek, at

which place we were to deep, and near which

we palTed a river, over a kind of flying bridge,

built upon boats.

During this day’s journey, which was con-

ffantly enlivened by fun-lliine, the road was very

good, and the weather mild. Our route, for the

moft part, took a north north-weft diredtion, and

pafled over a part of the plain that I difcovered

yefterday from the top of the mountain. It was all

a flat without the fmalleft riling ground
; a high

degree of cultivation adorning the whole countiy,

over which the eye wandered without obltacle or

interruption.

W e pafled this day by Leen-chyng-y, which has

two gates, without a rampart*, and which, though

larger, is not more remarkable than feveral other

villages
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villages and hamlets that we alfo met with oIS

our wav.
*

This evening our firft conductor propofed to

his Excellency to travel one hundred li in the

courfe of the next day, and received a favour-

able anfwer.

28th. Setting off this morning at half paft

five, we came at half paff ten to V'ha-chan-y, a

miferable place where we (topped to refrefh.

Proceeding again on our journey an hour after-

wards, wre arrived about five o’clock, juft as the

fun was going down, at the ck^-of Sieoit-tcheouy

which completed the one hundred and five li

of this day’s journey.

The road we travelled over to-day may be

confidered as the belt wre have hitherto met with.

.Like that of vefferday, it took nearly a north

north-weft direction, and was equally fiat and

free from riling grounds; but the foil is lefs pro-

ductive, being a very light fort of mould. The

villages and hamlets made accordingly but an

indifferent appearance. This effeCt was even

perceptible at Sieoit-tcheou, the interior of which

is by no means brilliant, there being nothing to

be
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be feen but final 1 houfes, and difagreeable (treets.

It is, however, a place of confiderable fize, and

furrounded by ramparts. At fome diftance from

the town Hands a lofty tower; and upon the ram-

part itfelf, at a fmall diftance from the gate by

which we entered, is a building three (lories

high, in all probability a belfry. Our lodgings

were fpacious and tolerably convenient.

I faw to-day a four-wheeled carriage drawn

by oxen, and much refembling the paftry-cook’s

fledges [traineaux de gateaux) fet upon wheels at

Amfterdam. The wheels of the Chinefe cart are

only two feet and an half in diameter ;
each of

them being made of a Angle piece of wood, and

the whole four being of the fame fize. The body

of the cart is confequently clofe to the ground.

This carriage ferves equally for the conveyance

of perfons and goods, as well as to carry into the

fields the manure intended to render then*pro-

ductive. 9
.vs:

*>

I had alfo an opportunity of remarking another

ufeful addition to the barrow deferibed in this

work. It confifts of two pieces of wood fixed in

the internal angle, which the two feet of the bar-

row form with its (ides. They are fo placed, that

they divide this right angle in two equal parts,

q and
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and come clofe to the wheel, in order to detach

the earth that may adhere to it, which renders

the labour of the barrow-men lefs than it would

otherwife be. This idea, and that of having in-

troduced the two pieces of wood turned up at the

extremity, which the barrow-man before lays hold

of with the under part of his arms, at the fame

time that they ferve him as a handle to draw the

barrow after him, fhews to what a degree of per-

fection tfiey have carried it.

Yefterday I faw only a fingle honorary arch,

and this day no more than four, which feems to

indicate that this part of the country has not

abounded in perfons whofe virtues have been

found worthy of commemoration.
J

This evening our firft conductor came to vifit

the Ambaffador and me, in order to arrange our

journey for next day. He fixed it at a hundred

and ten It.

29th. We fet off at four o’clock, and at half

paft nine arrived at the town of Y-cau-y, where

we breakfafted. Departing again an hour after-

wards, we reached Tan-chan-ek at five ; and, as we

had gone a hundred and twenty li, ftaid there to

Deep.

• Our
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Our route was over a plain, but from nine in

the morning there were mountains at no great

diilance before us. The road was every where

good, was carried over level ground, and took a

direction from north-eaft to north north-weft.

We palled through nothing but poor villages and

hamlets of mean appearance.

We crofted, however, three rivers, over one

of which was a noble ftone bridge ;
and at nine

o’clock traverfed a valley overgrown with reeds.

Near Tau-chan-ek is a hill of moderate eleva-

tion; upon the declivity of which ftand a con-

vent, and a pagoda furrounded by trees, and

in a delightful fituation. To the detail of this

day’s route I have to add our meeting with five

triumphal arches of hewn ftone.

30th. Our journey began again at five o’clock.

We were conftantly amidft mountains till eight

o’clock, when we afcended a rocky gorge, form-*

ed by an interval left between two of them. As
foon as we reached the fummit, we enjoyed a de-

lightful profpeft of a valley. It is interfperfed

with graves, among which are a great number

overfhadowed by little groves of cyprefs. Others

are furmounted by ftone monuments, and others

Vol. I.
t

L by
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by triumphal arches. This variety, by occupy-

ing the eye, almoft banifhes from the mind every

idea of the mournful dehination of the place.

•'
t 1 t i .

To the eahward of the valley, and upon a hill

of little elevation hands an hexagonal tower of

eight ftories, in very good prefervation. Some

buildings and trees, fituated near the bottom of

this tower, feem to indicate a pagoda and a

convent.

We eroded the valley in order to afeend the

rugged fide of a mountain, on the tabular furnmit

of which hands a great fort, or fquare cable,

kept in the beh hate of repair.

Having climbed up the mountain’s fide, my
eyes were again delighted with the pi£turcfque

* profpeft that prefented itfelf almoh fuddenly be-

fore me, and of which 1 hiall not undertake to

deferibe the beauties. It was a view of a valley

fiill more extenhve than that with which I have

already found it fo grateful to entertain my rea-

ders. A large portion of it is occupied by the

meanders of a noble river, which feems to take

a pleafure in winding through it, while its banks,

embellihied by houfes or boats, gives new charms

to this enchanting fpot. To the north, the view

takes
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takes in the city of Siu-tcheou ; and at the weftern

extremity of the valley begins an aftemblage of

houfes ranged along the declivity of a mountain.

This valley is, at the fame time, covered like the

preceding one with thoufands of proofs that it

is devoted to thofe who are no more. A little

elevation, in the fhape of a round hillock of

about feven feet diameter, and three or four feet

high, is the ufual indication of their funereal

abodes, excepting the fmall number of thofe

which, as I have already faid, are defignated by

monuments of ftone. Thefe two vallies exhibit-

ed a greater number of tombs than all the other

places appropriated to the fame purpofe that

had hitherto come in our way. They might with

propriety be called the dwelling of the dead.

Near Siu-tcheou we met with three more tri-

umphal arches, two of which furpafled in beauty

all thofe we had hitherto feen.

Clofe to the fide of the road we faw an infcrip-

tion engraved upon a large ftone, fupported by

a vaft tortoife alfo cut out of a lingle block.

I was three quarters of an hour in palling

through the city. I perceived it to be populous,

and full of Ihops of all kinds, and thence con-

L 2 chided
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eluded it to be a very commercial place. At ten

o’clock I arrived at the houfe prepared for our

reception, which was one of the handfomeft we
had yet been in.

We dined at Siu-tcheou
, where we defired to

have a pudding made of millet. The abundance

of that grain fuggefted the idea to me, and wrc

found the pudding much to our tafte. Millet is

here the common food of the people inftead of

rice, the ground not being fit for grain of a larger

kind. The contrary reafon is the caufe of its

not being cultivated in the fouthern parts of the

Empire. This was the firft time I had feen any

in China.

In confequenoe of the promifes of the Man-

darins we expefted to change our travelling car-

riages at Siu-tcheou,
and to be furnifhed with

litters borne by mules; but as the ufe of them

was unknown in the roads we were travelling

through, it was plain they had promifed more

than they could perform. They were accordingly

obliged to declare, that notwithftanding all their

endeavours, they had not been able to procure

us litters, no fuch thing being known, except a

few kept by very rich individuals for long jour-

yics. No Mandarin had one in his poflefiion.

% To
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To fupply the want of them, they had provided

three or four carts which they came and offered

to the Ambaffador and me ; but we declined

availing ourfelves of their kindnefs, and content-

ed ourfelves with onr chairs ; abandoning the

carts to any of our gentlemen, who might be

tempted to make ufe of them. They were on the

other fide of the river.

At two o’clock we feated ourfelves in our pa«

lanquins, and, after quitting the city, pafled the

river in ferry boats. It is very wide, and the

quantity of ice that floated down with the current

rendered the paffage exceedingly difficult. The
confequence was* that it was three o’clock before

we reached the oppofite bank. We then pro-

ceeded on our journey, but not without again

having a little difpute with the Coulis.

Our gentlemen, who felt inclined to make ufe

of the carriages, went to examine them ; but their

inclination foon left them when they faw that they

were common baggage carts, with nothing to

ferve as a feat but the draw7 that was fpread at

the bottom. Never had fo clumfy and inconve-

nient a carriage prefented itfelf to their eyes in

Holland; and a fingle glance was enough to

make them prefer riding on horfeback, mi-

L 3 farah to
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fevable as were the jades on which they were

mounted.

Thefe carts are, however, the ordinary car-
i

riages in this part of the country, and throughout

the provinces of Tche-li and Chang-ton. The firft

Mandarins themfelves travel in them, as we had

afterwards occafion to be convinced.

In the" afternoon we palled over a handfome

bridge entirely built of hewn ftone. The road

over it is almoft level from one end to the other,

and ferves as a communication between two fides

of a valley. Its width is about thirty-five feet,

and its length about eight hundred toifes. It con-

lifts of a hundred of thofe openings without arches

already mentioned in this work, and has a ftone

baluftrade on each fide nearly two feet in height,

and ornamented at every four or five yards, with

the figure of a lion couchant of very rude fculpture.

At this time the diminifhed ftream ran through

three or four of the moft centrical openings, it

being now the feafon when the rivers in China

are at their fmalleft height ; but it is natural to

prefume, that during the rainy feafon, the river,

by rifing three or four feet, muft overflow all the

level ground; lor certainly fo extenlive, and fp

coftly a work would not otherwife have been

ere&ed.
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erefted. At each extremity of the bridge is a

magnificent triumphal arch with three gateways,

or paffages through it. By the fide of each of

thefe arches is a kind of open hexagonal pavil-

lion, in the midft of which a fione is depofited,

bearing an infcription in honour of thre architect

of the bridge.

After having travelled a hundred and five //,

we arrived at half paft feven in the evening at the

town of Li-cok-ek, where we met with but an in-

different place of refuge for the night. A millet

pudding was our whole fupper, and the floor our

bed.

31ft. We did not fet off to-day till feven

o’clock. During the morning' we travelled over

a plain, eroding three or four branches of a river,

and only perceiving mountains at a very remote

difiance. At ten o’clock the poor and Ample

village of Long-chong afforded us a refrefhing place.

We flopped there a full hour.

In the afternoon, at a fmall difiance to the

weftward, we perceived a very extenfive lake,

whence arifes a river which runs through Tong

-

y-lau, at v^hich place we eroded over it by a fmall

bridge of boats.

L 4 Our
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Our road palled conftantly between ploughed

fields, containing a great number of graves, fome

of which are marked by cyprefles. In the midft

of one field I remarked a ftone monument, fup-

ported by a tortoife, like that I had noticed on

the preceding day.

In this part of the country we met with a kind

of wheel-barrow, much larger than that 1 have

already deferibed, and drawn by a horfe or mule.

But how great was my furprize when I this

day faw a whole fleet of wheel-barrows, all of the

fame fize. I have good reafon to call them a

fleet, for they wTere all under fail ; having a little

mail very neatly inferted in a hole or ftep cut

in the forepart of the barrow. To this mail is

attached a fail made of matting, or more com-

monly of canvas, five or fix feet high, and three

or four wide, with reefs, yards, and braces, like

thofe of the Chinefe boats. The braces lead to

the fhafts of the barrow, and by means of them

the conductor trims his fail.

It was eafy to perceive by all this apparatus

that it was not a mere momentary matter, but

an additional contrivance in the carnage, and

meant to give relief to the barrow-men when

the
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the wind is fair; for otherwife confidering

the money it muft coft, and the trouble of

carrying' it, it would be but a very ridiculous

whim.

I couM not help admiring this contrivance,

and I felt real pleafure in feeing a fcore of thefe

failing barrows rolling along one after another.

At four o’clock in the afternoon we entered

the province of Chan-tong ;
and at half pad: five,

having this day travelled eighty li (eight leagues),

we came to Shau-can-ing, where we met with

very tolerable accommodations for the night.

We this evening made fome more ftri£l ar-

rangements with our Mandarins, in order to

quicken our journey, becaufe it appeared diffi-

cult for us, without doing fo, to arrive at Pe-king

at the appointed time.

During the laft three days I obferved in all the

cities, villages, and other places that flood by

the highway a great number of old caftles cal-

culated to proteft fome external point, of the

fame kind as thofe that formerlv exifted in Hoi-
j

land. There were fometimes as many as three

in the fame place.

4 As
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As theChinefe carry on wars without cannon,

thefe citadels may ferve as a defence, and feem

intended to protect the inhabitants from parties

jn fearch of plunder.

1 have alfo obferved within thefe few days a

number of orchards very regularly planted, and

this day I faw a couple of grey-hounds.

THE
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^^.CCORDING to our agreement with the

Mandarin we were on our way at three o’clock

in the morning. I had again reafon to complain

of my bearers, who let me fall feveral times.

At length my palanquin was in fo bad a con-

dition that at half pad twelve I was obliged to

quit it and go on foot to the firlb place where we
were to flop. It was the village of Kay-hau

,

where I arrived at two o’clock, and found that

his Excellency and the other gentlemen had al-

ready left it. As my palanquin could not be re-

paired very fpeedilv, I wilhed to pafs the night

at Kay-hau
, but the Mandarin of the town fent

me his own cart, with the molt earned: entreaties

to go on.* Refolving at length to do fo I fet off

at four o’clock, but did not reach the rendezvous

appointed
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appointed for the night till after I had been near

five hours upon the road. It was the city of

Tfeo-cheu. We were lodged there in a building

adjoining to the Temple of Moiig-fou-lfu, the

moft eminent of their philofophers after Kong-

fou-tfu
(
Confucius).

We had travelled a hundred and feventy //,

and all to have no beds, and to be again obliged

to ftretch ourfelves upon the floor, although 1

defired a foft bed more ardently than I had ever
J

done before, becaufe I had not ceafed to be jolted,

and fhaken for four hours and a half in that hor-

rible cart, and was in pain from head to foot.

Such a carriage may poffibly be convenient to a

Chinefe, but to a European it muft ever be a

real puniihment.

The city of Tfeo-chen, which contains a lofty

tower and feveral triumphal arches, is no other-

wife remarkable. Its houfes befpeak poverty,

and this charafteriflic is alfo that ot the villages

we this day palled through, which make a very

miferable appearance. The temple near which

we were lodged is almoft the only ornament of

the city, being kept in very good repair notwith-

ftanding its extent, and that of its dependencies.

In



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I 7 94 5. 157

In the court-yard oppofite the great hall of

adoration of this temple are two cypreffes, which

are faid to have feen four centuries. One of them

has all its leaves, and is at leaft a foot and a half

in diameter ; the top of the other announces

decay. In the ftreet fronting the fore-court ftand

two very large triumphal arches of fuperior work-

manfhip, erefted in honour of the great philo-

fopher to whom the temple is dedicated.

In the morning our road ceafed to be moun-

tainous; and we afterwards paffed along plains

interfered by a number of rivulets. The vil-

lages and hamlets were become more numerous

than on the preceding days. The road was alfo

more frequented, both by men and carts which

paffed us incelfantly.

2d. This morning we fet off at four o’clock.

The Mandarin of the city fent me one of his

old fedan chairs to ferve. me during the reft of

the journey, and till I ihould have an oppor-

tunity on my return of taking my own again,

which was to be repaired in the mean time.

We were conftantly in the midft of ploughed

fields, and paffed through feveral wretched vil-

lages.
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lages. At nine o’clock we arrived at the fuburbs

ot Yen-tcheou-fou, and flopped there to take fome

refrednncnt. Being carried along the ramparts

cn the out fide, l could fee nothing of the interior

of the city except a lofty tower. The ramparts

themfelves were of confiderable circuit, and kept

in good repair. This place boafls of having

given birth to the great Kong-fou-tfu (Confucius),

which makes me prefume that it contains a

temple and other monuments erected in honour

ot that celebrated man.

a

At Iefs than half a league before our arrival at

Yen-tcheou-fou we eroded a large river, over

which is a very handfome done bridge, thirty-

four feet wide, and kept in good repair. I had

no opportunity of feeing or counting the arches.

Proceeding on our journey at ten o’clock, we
arrived before fun-fet at Ouen-chang-chen, in the

fuburbs of which our lodgings were fituated.

The didance we travelled to-day was a vhun-

dred and forty //, through ploughed fields, in

like manner as the preceding' day, but without

having feen any thing curious. The city of

Ouen-chang-chen
,
which contains a very lofty

tower, isfurrounded with handfome walls, almofl

4 new.
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new. It appears a large place. Over one of

its gates is a handfome edifice two dories high,

as is the cafe with almod all the gates of Chinefc

cities.

Setting off at four in the morning, we
reached at nine the fuburbs of Tong-/i\ng-tcheou,

where we flopped for an hour, at a miferable

public-houfe, to refrefli and change our bearers.

We afterwards went through the city in a right

line from one gate to another, which includes

the fpace of five li (half a league) but the flreet

is more like the common road of a village than

part of a great city. The lioufes, like thofe

of poor hamlets, are built of dry clay, and co-

vered with roofs of draw or turf 3 many of them

are, befides, in ruins, and confequently dill worfe

than the above defcription. Were it not, in

Ihort, for its ramparts, there would be no con-

ceiving why Tong-ting-tcheou affumes the title of a

city.

After having left it at fome diflance behind

as, we palled a river which at this time wras

almoft dry. Over the bed of it, however, hands

a very ancient bridge of twenty-eight arches,

and of a form altogether Gothic. Some parts

«f it are built of done and others of brick ; but

it



VOYAGE OF THE DUTCHl6o

it is fo much damaged above that it no longer

affords a fafe paffage.

We afterwards paffed feveral mountains, and

at four o’clock in the afternoon came to the city

of Tong-ngo-chen , where we were again to change

our Coulis, and where we were conduced to an

handfome conquan. Upon the whole, however,

this city would not be fuperior to its neighbour

Tong-ting-tcheon, were it not for the good condi-

tion of its ramparts and its gates, which appear

to have been built but a very few years.

After paffing through this city we met with

no mountains, but travelled conftantly acrofs a

plain till half pall eight that we arrived at the

town of Fong-ching-eky having gone one hundred

and fixty li (fixteen leagues).

This evening the On-tcha-tfu of the province

came to pay a vifit to the Ambaffador and my-

felf, to afk after our health, and to enquire if he

could be of any ufe to us, having received orders

from the court of Pe-king to do every thing to

render our journey agreeable. We expreffed to

him our gratitude for his kind attention, and af-

fured him that we had no occaiion to trouble him.

After this fhort converfation he went away.

The
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The narrative of our journey may give fome

idea of the punctuality with which the Em-

peror’s orders for our accommodation on the

journey were executed ; but as the Mandarins

had not fufficient authority over the Coulis to

enfure their obedience, it is eafy to fee to what

clafs of people we owe the frequent inconve-

niences we meet with on our road.
\

4th. We fet off at a quarter pad three, and at

half pad: eight came to the fuburbs of Yin-Jiing-

cken, where we changed our bearers. At ten

o’clock we proceeded on our journey, and paffed

through that city, where every thing reminded

us of the two lad, even to the very ramparts,

the only thing that merited obfervation.

At eleven o’clock a Mandarin of the blue

tranfparent button came to meet us on horfe-

back. His foie intention was to pay his refpeefs

to us, and he returned as foon as he had fulfilled

it. He had, no doubt, given orders at the mili-

tary pod to falute the Ambaffador with three

guns when he fliould pafs; for it was the fird

time that this compliment had been paid him
fince we were travelling over land.

Half pad four we arrived at the city of Kao*
tang-tcheou

, of which we faw only the outlide,

vol.i. M bU ;
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but we remarked the ramparts, which were in

good condition, and an octagonal tower of twelve

dories, the higheft I had hitherto feen. Two
triumphal arches were erected, between which

the garrifon was drawn up in two lines. Wc
were carried through the ranks, and at each

triumphal arch were faluted with three guns.

We were conducted to a pretty good houfe in

the northern fuburbs, whither the Mandarin

who had paid his compliments to us on horfe-

back, came to repeat his affurances of confi-

deration, and to beg us to proceed forty li.

Widling to gratify him in this refpecff we fet off

again, and at half palt nine came to the town of

Ji-ou-chan, having travelled at leaft one hundred

and fixty li.

All this road was through ploughed land, of

which the foil, generally fpeaking, is more meagre

than what we had lately feen, and confequently

requires a greater quantity of manure. Cattle

feemcd fcarce in this part of the country ; and

I had already remarked, for fome days before,

that a great many men and children go out with

little balkets and forks to colle£f the dung Scat-

tered upon the road. They then lay it by the

tide of their houfes, in order to mix it with

earth,
> *
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earth, and thus make a compoft, with which

they afterwards enrich their fields.

In feveral fpots of cultivated ground we per*

ceived a number of cedars and groves of cy«

prefs planted round fepulchres. It appears the

Chinefe, like the Greeks and Romans, confider

this tree as facred to the dead, no doubt becaufe

its perpetual verdure affords a fhade under which

the wandering manes may refide,

\

The villages and hamlets that we met with

continued to make a poor appearance, prefent-

ing no objefts to the eye but miferable huts in a

flate of decay. Even the very pagodas, fituated

upon level ground, are in general in ruins, and

in a great meafure abandoned. From all the

obfervations we have been able to make on fe-

veral cities, we are warranted to conclude that

the greater part of them are nothing but large

fpaces inclofed with walls, of which a very fmall

portion is built upon. This wall gives them

from without an importance which does not

really belong to them, at leaft according to Eu-
ropean ideas.

In the whole province of Clian-long the houfee

are built of dried clay, confequently they cannot

M 2 be
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be very folid, and muft neceffarily fuffer damage

in time of rain. At the fame time, as this

mode of conftru&ion is common to the cities as

well as the conntry places, it is by no means

aftonifliing that in the former fo much rubbifh

and fo many ruins fhould be feen.

It appears that carts and wheel-barrows are

the only carriages known in this province, either

for the conveyance of perfons or goods. If the

cart were notfo fmall and hung fo low upon the

wheels, which are not of more than four feet

diameter, and which are of fmgular form, it

might be compared to the Heffian cart

;

but the

felloes of the wheel are at leaft fix inches deep,

and, in the dire&ion of a whole diameter, is a

large piece of wood, more than fix inches fquare,

eroding the axle, while two other pieces of

wood, Ihorter and thinner than that I have juft

fpoken of, crofs it in their turn at right angles,

and are inferted at each end in the correfponding

felloes. The axle, of which the end is fquare,

is let into the firft of thefe three pieces, fo that

the axle and wheels all turn together. This

will be rendered more intelligible by the en-

graving.

I Thefe
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Thefe carts in general are drawn by five oxen,

horfes, or mules; and not unfrequently all thefe

three kinds of cattle are feen harncfifed to the

fame carriage. The ftrongeft beafi is placed

between the fhafts, and another is placed abreaft

of him, while the remaining three go before,

at the end of long poles. The driver dire£ls

them with his voice, without making ufe of a

bridle. Sometimes, however, he enforces with

the long whip the orders that are not readily at-

tended to, or executed with fufficient promp-

titude.

«

For fome day’s part I have feen large flocks of

fheep led into the fields to feed. They feemed

very common in this part of the country.

5th. We fet off at five o’clock, and in the

courfe of the morning pafled through Nghen-chen.

This city bears evident marks of decay in every

part except in the walls round it, which are

new, and in a magnificent gate, over which is an

edifice two flories high, loaded with ornaments,

and covered with yellow varnifhed tiles.

At two in the afternoon we came to the

fuburbs of Te-tcheou, where we took, a flight

repaft and changed our Coulis. There is nothing*

M 3 curious
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curious in the city except the tower. The

ftreets are bad, the houfes plain and mean, but

the wall or rampart is here again in a good ftate

of repair.

On leaving Te-tcheou, we palled a great river,

the banks of which were crouded with at leaft

three hundred velfels, although there is but a

fmall depth of water. Thefe velfels were almolt

all loaded with rice, were deftined for Pe-king ,

and were lying here, as in a place of refuge,

againft the breaking up of the ice.

Towards the evening we palfed out of the

province we had been travelling through into

that of Tche-li, and at eight o’clock reached our

lodgings in the fuburbs of King-tcheou, having

travelled this day one hundred and fixty //.

During the morning our road lay over uneven

ground, but in the afternoon we came to a flat

country. The foil feemed poor, and the villages

and hamlets made a wretched appearance.

6th. We fet off at four o’clock, and at half

part eight reached the city of Fau-ching-chert,

where we breakfalted, and were delayed till

twelve o’clock by the time loft in changing

Qoulis .
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Conlis. In regard to this the conduct of the

Mandarin of the city was deemed fo extraordi-

nary by our fecond conductor, that he thought

proper to pay him publicly with a few cuffs,

which foreboded that he would lofe his place

into the bargain. We found it impoflible to

arrive at Hien-chen before eight o’clock in the

evening. It was expected that we ffiould go on,

but the arrangements refpetting Coulis having de-

layed us, his Excellency preferred paffing the

night there.

We travelled this day a hundred and ten li

(ten leagues) over a flat country. . .

One of our conductors fent us this evening, in

the name of the old Mandarin of Chan-tong

,

two

red furred cloaks for the Ambaflador and me,

and twenty-feven other pelijjes for the reft of the

gentlemen and perfons of our fuite. Every one

of us heartily welcomed a prefent of the value

of which we were made highly fenffble by th.e

cold, which was become very fevere, efpeciajly

in the morning.

Our lodgings and fupper were here equally

bad.

M 4 7th.
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7th. We fet off at three o’clock in the morn-

ing by moon-light, which enabled us to fee that

the city of Hien-chen was in very bad condition,

and that in every part of it houfes of baked clay

were lying in ruins upon the ground.

At three quarters pall; eight wre reached Ho-

kien-fou, where we were received in a public

edifice, the grandeur of which infpired the mind

with awe. Breakfaft and a change of Coulis were

the occafion of this halt. Notwithftanding the

beauty of this edifice, the town is rather a heap

of ruins than an inhabited place ; and although

it is claffed among the cities of the firft rank, not

a quarter of the fpace it occupies is built upon.

I was defirous of knowing the caufe of its

being in this deferted date, and was told, that at

the time of the great inundations which did fo

much damage in the province during the pre-

ceding year, this town had been overflowed, and

had differed exceedingly.

At eleven o’clock we proceeded on our

journey, and met with feveral pagodas entirely

in ruins. Several rivers and ftreams interfered

our route till eleven o’clock, when we came to

the
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the town of Lin-cJton-Jing, where we took new

bearers to carry us fixty li further on.

It was eight o’clock before we fet off. We
palled a lake of confiderable extent, in the

midlt of which the road pafles in a ltraight

line, which takes an hour and a half’s good

walking. In that fpace we palled over nine

lrone bridges, and through a village built upon

an ifland feated in the midlt of the lake. At
half palt one in the morning we came to Hiong-

then, where, without getting any fupper, we
took a little reft in a miferable inn, after a day’s

journey of a hundred and eighty li. Our gen-r

tlemen not finding a relay of horfes at the lalt

Itage, were obliged, in order to get on, to put up

with common carts. Fortunately our journey

draws towards an end, for fuch fatigue would

foon become infupportable in fo fevere a feafon.

8th. We fet off at half pall four, and pafied

through the city of Hiong-chen , which is of confi-

derable magnitude, and makes a better appear-

ance than thofe that had preceded it. Our road lay

through a country entirely flat, and at half palt

eleven we arrivedat the city of Sin-cking-chen, where

we were conducted to a molt wretched public-

houfe. I refuted to enter it, in confequcnce of

which
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which we turned back, and were carried to a

handfome public edifice at a little diftance,

where his Excellency had already flopped

;

becaufe, upon my exprefling a repugnance to

alight at the wretched place where I had arrived

before the reft of the party, fomebody had gone

to meet his Excellency, in order that he might

be conducted to that afylutn.

We took there a difh of tea and fome fruit,

and then, changing our bearers, fet off again at a

quarter paft one, pafling through the city, which

was diftinguiflied by nothing curious, and was not

even deferving to be compared to a Dutch village.

We continued our journey through a flat

country of little fertility; and at three quarters

paft fix came to the fuburbs of Tfo-tcheou, where

we found an excellent Conquan. As to fupper

we were obliged to content ourfelves with eggs

and a little rice. The day’s journey was a

hundred and ten //. The other gentlemen,

thanks to the carts, did not arrive till a little

before eleven, complaining bitterly of their dis-

agreeable vehicles.

9th; At three o’clock in the morning we

were again upon the road. We paffed through

the
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the city of Tfo-tcheou , which we judged to be

very commercial from the great number of fhops

it contained. About half way through it was a

large building, Handing over an arched gateway,

thirty-fix paces wide in the clear. This is,

doubtlefs, the place where the commandant of

the town takes his flation in cafe of an attack,

in order to extend his view over every quarter,

and to give his ' orders in confequence. After

leaving the town we palled over a handfome

Hone bridge, about thirty feet wide, and nine

hundred and fixty paces long. In the middle it

is arched for about two hundred yards, while

the two ends or extremities have no perceptible

rife. Not being able to fee the lide of the

bridge while I was palling over it, it was im-

poffible for me to count the arches, and the fear

of Joling time did not permit me to flop.

In the afternoon we palled two other bridges,

alfo of Hone, one two hundred, the other a hun-

dred yards long.

The ground we went over was broken, and of

a flerile appearance, while mountains elofed our

profpect to the weflward.

At
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At half pa ft nine we came to Liang-hiang-chcn,

a very miferable city, through which we palled

after having flopped an hour at a wretched inn

while waiting for other bearers. Without the

town is a tower of fix ftories, the only thing

worthy of remark. We afterwards palled through

Lo-ko-ki-cu
,

a place confiding of one very long

lireet, full of fhops. Its numerous population

announces a great trade. Thence we proceeded

to the little city Fee-ching-Je, a place of handfome

appearance, be'caufe its walls, its houfes, and its

gates are kept in good repair.

Near this city is a bridge of hewn done of un-

common beauty. Its length is two hundred and

fixteen paces, and at each end ftands an open

pavilion, the roofs of which are of yellow var-

nifhed tiles. In the centre of thefe pavilions are

Hones bearing infcriptions in honour of the ar-

chitect of the bridge. The river, which is very

wide at this place, was frozen to a great depth.

A little beyond the bridge is a large and noble

fquare edifice, with a double roof, alfo covered

with yellow varniflied tiles, and decorated with

a great number of ornaments. It is a temple

erected by the Emperor to one of the gods by

whom he thinks himfelf protected. We there

met
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met with whole troops of dromedaries, either

going towards the capital or returning thence.

I had alreadv feen a few in the morning:, but

thefe laft were exceedingly numerous. Many
of them were carrying charcoal, but their load

was fo fmall that I was perfeftly aftonifhed

at it.

At fome di (lance beyond Fee-thing-fe we pa(Ted

a great valley of fand, where our bearers found

it very laborious walking. When at the end of

it, we came to the paved road which continues

to the gates of Pe-king, that is to fay, a di(lance

of fifteen li (a league and a half). At the begin-

ning of the road (lands a noble triumphal arch

of (lone, with three paffages, magnificently de-

corated with a variety of ornaments. A little

on one fide of this gate, and at the fifth li from

the beginning of the road, are two uniform pa-

vilions, of a fquare form, double roofed, with

yellow varn idled tiles, and ornamented in parts

with fculpture well executed and entirely gilt.

The light of the fun driking upon the roofs

produced a fplendid eflfedt, and reflected the

mod brilliant rays from the buildings. They

prefevved with the greated care.

I ellimate
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I edimate the width of the pavement at thirty

feet. It is compofed of mafles of a heavy and

hard done, twelve feet long by fourteen inches

broad, and as much thick. I his road is well

contrived for the continual pafiage of carts car-

rying heavy loads, and but for its extraordinary

folidity would have been ruined, long ago.

It is fcarcely podible to imagine the immenfe

number of dromedaries, horfes, carts, and mules

we met upon the road, or the furprifing fenfation

the whole view excited in our minds. It an-

nounced in the mod: ftriking manner the vicinage

of the Imperial refidence.

At three o'clock, being at no great didance

from the city, we were taken into a pagoda,

to wait for the return of our conductors, who
had gone on the evening before to inform the

Prime Miniftef of our approach. Our conduc-

tors not returning after the lapfe of an hour, we
were again featcd in our palanquins in order to

proceed. We obferved on the road fide, at a

fmall didance from the gate, an odtagonal tower,

divided into two portions, the lower of which

confided of only one dory, while the upper one

was of thirteen, a mode of condruCtion alto-

gether novel to me.

At
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At half pad four we came to the gate of the

fuburbs of Pe-king. On entering them I was

furprized to find that the ftreet was without

any pavement, while there was fo fine a one in

the highway without. This ftreet, which runs

in a ftraight line, is more than a hundred feet

wide.

The houfes, which Hand on both fides, are

equally deftitute of regularity in form and po-

rtion ; and the very fmall number of handfome

(hops to be met with frequently Hand next to

miferable hovels.

After having proceeded along this ftreet for

about three quarters of an hour in an eaftern di-

rection, and having followed another that turned

off to the north for about ten minutes, we ar-

rived at the gate of the city of Chun-ting-fon

,

or

Pe-king
,
fometimcs called alfo King-tching. The

fuburbs are called Agauy-lau-tching.

The gate of Pe-king, like that of its fuburbs, is

guarded externally by a baftion of femi-circular

form, the paflage through which is defended by

four very ftrong gates, thickly plated wr ith iron,

and occurring in the fpace of twenty-four yards,

that being the thicknefs of th.e baftion.

4 The
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The entrance of the city itfelf, through the

ramparts, is, on the contrary, only protected by a

tingle door plated with iron, though the length

of the pafiage is no lefs than thirty paces. Above

the ramparts, at the. place where they overlook

the entrance of the city, is an edifice of the form

of an oblong fquare, of three itories, and, ac-

cording to my eftimate, of at lead fixty. feet in

breadth. Each dory has twelve fmall embra-

fares for cannon.

We had not proceeded far, through this gate

when the Coulis fet us dowrn in the dreet, no

doubt to wait for orders as to the place whither

we were to be conveyed : this at lealt I thought

I perceived to be the cafe, '^n effeft fuch

orders came a few minutes afterwards, dire£iing

us to be taken back to the fuburbs,v which was

accordingly done. As foon as we got out of the

town the gates were fhut upon us, as is con-

ltantly the cudom at fun-fet.

We were carried a little way beyond the

gates of the city to a Conquan or public-houfe

generally frequented by carmen, fome of whofe

horfes we perceived already in the (tables. In-

dignant at treatment fo little conformable to

the character of an Ambaffador, and finding

hi$
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his Excellency impreffed with the fame fenti-

ment, I infilled on being carried to better lodg-

ings, but was told in anfwer that no better were

to be had.

Shortly after two of the Mandarins, our con-

ductors, came to tell us that they had announced

our arrival to the Prime Minifter
;

that lodgings

were prepared for us in the city, but that we
could not occupy them till the next day, becaufe

the gates were fhut.

They made us many apologies for the badnefs

of our inn, alluring us that it was impoffible to

find another in all the fuburbs, and adducing, as

a proof of their aiTertions, the neceffity they were

under of taking refuge there themfelves. We
were confequently obliged to fubmit.

The Mandarins ordered fome viands to be

brought us cooked in the Chinefe way, but we
contented ourfelves with a little fruit ; and,

after a day’s journey of more than a hundred

and twenty li (twelve leagues), found ourfelves

obliged to fleep in our clothes upon the floor.

Our other gentlemen were not more fortunate in

their way of paffing the night.

VOL. I. N Thus,
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Thus, on our arrival at the celebrated refi-

dence of the Emperor, were we lodged in a kind

of liable ! Who could have expected fuch an

adventure ! No where, in the whole courfe of

our journey by land, did we experience fo many

inconveniences as in the province of Tche-li.

ioth. Early in the morning all the perfons

attached to the Embafly, who alfo put up laft

night at a liable, to fay nothing of the two pre-

ceding ones, which they palled in carts, came to

join us. As foon as the gates were open our

conductors went again into town, and returned

at nine o’clock, bringing with them carts for his

Excellency and me. They begged us to get in that

we might be conveyed to our proper lodgings,

whither the reft of the perfons of the Embafly

would repair in the carts in which they had tra-

velled. We accordingly feated ourfelves in our

new vehicles.

They are only intended to carry a fingle

perfon. The outlide is neat and covered with

cloth, and in the tides are little windows, by

means of which the perfon within can fee every

thing while fitting on a culhion laid in the

bottom of the carriage, according to the Chinefe

cuftom.

Thus
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Thus feated we were carried through the

city, followed by the whole diplomatic train.

The hreet, which is as wide as that of the

fuburbs, is paved in the middle for the width of

about thirty feet. The houfes are only one or

at moll two hones high, agreeably to the ufage

in China, and like thofe of the fuburb are not

built in a regular line, which hurts the eye ex-

ceedingly ; but this alfo is a Chinefe prejudice.

In general, however, the houfes in the city

have a refpe&ability of appearance of which

thofe in the fuburbs cannot boah, and there are

even fhops of which the fronts are decorated

with carvings or fculpture in wood or hone,

and gilt or varnilhed from top to bottom.

The hreet, even in the parts that were not

paved, was covered with tents, under which

the Ihopkeepers difplayed all that the loom can

produce, as well as provifions and goods of every

other kind, which gave it, to us, exactly the ap-

pearance of a fair ; and the great concourfe of

people, alfembled in European towns on fuch

occafions, is an additional trait of refemblance,.

This fpeftacle, the noife of carriages, horfes,

mules, and dromedaries ; the ahemblage of fo

many men and animals
;

the appearance of new

dreffes, manners, and faces ; every thing, in.

N z Jhort,
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fhort, put in its claim upon my curiofity, and

captivated my attention.

After driving for a quarter of an hour with con-

fiderable rapidity, we palled a noble Hone bridge

of five arches, built over a fpot where the water

was frozen. From this bridge we had a fine

view of part of the edifices compofing the Im-

perial palace, which was at no great difiance,

and through which the water under the bridge

takes its courfe. A few minutes after quitting

this bridge, at each end of which is a large and

handfome triumphal arch, built of wood, with

three gateways, our little carts flopped in a

narrow ftreet, where our lodgings wrere fituated.

We were immediately going to alight, but were

requefted to wait in our carriages becaufe the

houfe was in confufion, there not having been time

to put it in order. We were firangely afionilhed

at this propolition, and were again obliged to

recur to our great remedy—patience.

After waiting an hour we were requefted to

alight and walk into the houfe. We found it

paflable, and pretty well laid out, but in the

Chinefe way, that is to fay, all divided into little

apartments, and, belides, badly fwept, and co-

vered with dull. As foon as each of us knew
what
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what apartment he was to occupy the fervants

were employed in making them more decent,

and in cleaning the floors and benches. We
had mats laid over the former, which were of

ftone, but in the mean time we buffered much

from the feverity of the cold, and although we
expreffed our fenfibility in that refpedl, it was an

age before we could obtain a little fire, or

procure the other things that we were moft in

want of. Nothing was to be found without a

great deal of trouble, and upon our expreffmg

our aftonilfiment at this want of preparation,

the apology was that we were not expe£fed

before New Year’s Day. Such was the confe-

quences of a letter difpatched by our firft con-

ductor to the Voo-tchong-tang
,

ten or twelve days

ago, in which he told him, that being overtaken

by bad weather, it was probable our journey to

Pe-king could not be brought to a termination by

the appointed time. The arrangement of our

lodgings had therefore been deferred. It feems,

however, that as we were expefted, it would

have been more prudent and more decent at the

fame time not to have put it off till the laft

moment. On the other hand it mud be con-

feffed that two hours fuffice to arrange every

thing in a Chinefe houfe, and they had no idea

• of preparing it for us in the European fafhion.

N 3 Not-
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Notwithllanding all we fuffered from the cold*

we were obliged with our own hands to put every

thing in order that we willied to be fo.

One thing remarkably fortunate is our all

arriving at Pi-king in good health. A ftrong

argument may be thence drawn in favour

of our conflitutions, knee they refilled fuch

fevere and fuch long continued fatigue.

Our five gentlemen, and M. Petit-Pierre, the

mechanilt, travelled from a hundred and twenty

to a hundred and eighty li (from twelve to eigh-

teen leagues) a day for eighteen days fuccedively

on horfes, whofe frequent falls kept them in con-

tinual fear of breaking an arm or a leg. There

being afterwards a want of horfes, they were

obliged to travel in carts, too fhort for them to

lie down, and too narrow to hold two perfons,

though two were often obliged to get into them,

becaufe the number of individuals exceeded that

of the carts, of which the only covering contilled

of a mat of bamboo. Add to this an encrealing

intenlity of cold, both becaufe we were going

northward, and becaufe the winter feafon ad-

vanced ; and fome judgment may be formed of

the cruel hardlhip of fetting off at fo early an

hour of the morning, efpecially at the end of

our journey, which was hurried on more than

the



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I 794

—

5 , I 83

the preceding part. One week more, and we
fhould probably have been the vidtims of fick-

nefs, or at lead of confiderable indifpofition ; for

every one of us already difcovered fymptoms of

an impaired ftate of health, though none of us

were poiitively ill. The want of reft, the change

of aliments, and the privation of thofe which

long habit had rendered neceffary to us, had

diminifhed the corpulence of the whole party.

To give a better idea of this, I can truly fay that

the circumference of my body was diminifhed at

leaft five inches.

s

Thanks to him who watches over every things

not one of thofe is miffing at the ultimate period

of our deftination who fet off with the hope of

reaching it.

My obfervation applies alfo to our Chinefe

fervants, for they are ftill more fenfible of cold

than Europeans ; and as their ears are particu-

larly fubjedt to be froft bitten, thefe inhabitants

of the fouth have wifely imitated the example of

their northern countrymen, by covering them

with caps lined with fur. They took this pre-

caution from our firft entrance into the province

of Chan-tong
,
and by thefe means preferved the

organ of hearing from all accident.

N 4 As
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As it was prefumed that we fhould have no

dinner cooked, a great number of difhes were

brought from the Imperial kitchen, which al-

layed our hunger while our little arrangements

were making, and victuals were providing. As

a fpecimen of the latter, the viands that were to

compofe our fupper were furnifhed us immedi-

ately after.

Chairs, tables, and a kind of brafiers to warm
our apartments, according to the cultom of the

country, were alfo brought us. By means of

thefe fuccours, we were enabled to wait with-
•

out impatience for the hour of repofe.

In the afternoon we received the individual

congratulation of feveral Mandarins upon our

arrival, and our firft condu£tor came to acquaint

us, on the part of the Prime Minifter, that his

Imperial Majefty would on -the 12 th receive his

Excellency and me, as well as all the perfons of

the fuite, and that we muft all keep ourfelves in

readinefs againft that day.

At an early hour we took a light fupper, and

then retired to reft, in order to overcome our

fatigue by a found and grateful fleep, an enjoy-

ment we had been deprived of everftnce we had

1 ceafed
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ceafed to travel by water, and confequently for

a whole month.

1 ith. His Majefty fent a fine fturgeon by two

principal Mandarins as a prefent to the Ambaf-

fador. It was at leaft twelve feet long, weighed

two hundred pounds, and was entirely frozen.

It was a mark of diftinguilhed favour, that fifli

being referved for the Emperor, and fuch of his

favourites as eat it receiving it from him. Great

care was taken to relate to us all thefe particu-

lars, and to add, that his Majefty treated us

more favourably than the Englifli who came laft

year to Pe-king, fince fo fignal an honour was

never conferred upon them. According to the

cuftom of the country, his Excellency and I per-

formed the falute of honour to the Emperor, by

way of ex prefling our gratitude both for his at-

tention and his magnificent prefent.

In the morning, feveral other principal Man-

darins came to remind us again that it was the

Emperor’s defire to fee us the next day, and to

tell us to repair in confequence to the palace at

five o’clock in the morning. As the greater

part of our baggage was not arrived, and none

of our gentlemen had with them proper clothes

to
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to appear in, we informed the Mandarins of

thefe circumilances, and requefted that, in con-

fideration of the prefent deplorable hate of their

wardrobe, they might be excufed from attend^

ing us to court. This reafon, however plaulible,

had no effect. The Mandarins made anfwer,

that his Imperial Majedy was well acquainted

with our fituation ; that he did not want to fee our

clothes, but our perfons, in order to be fully con-

vinced that we enjoyed perfeCt health after fo

fatiguing a journey, and that he required us all to

appear at court. Seeing no means of eluding

this requell, we at Jail promifed that we would

all Ihew ourfelves, and with this afiurance the

Mandarins retired well fatisded.

Afterwards came other Mandarins in the name

of the Footchang-tang, or Prime Minifter, to afk

for a French tranflation of the letter written by

the Commiffaries General of Batavia to the

Emperor. 1 made one, as well as of the lid of

prefents, and both were given to our firft con-

ductor, in order to their being delivered to the

Prime Minifter. Probably it was intended to

have this tranflation tranllated into Chinefe by the

French Miffionaries at Pe-king
,
in order to com-

pare it with that which the merchants of Canton

made
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made after my Englilh verfion, and which was

annexed to the duplicate fent from Batavia, and

forwarded by the Tfong-tou.

From all thefe faffs an inference may be drawn

of the fear entertained by the depofitaries of the

public authority in regard to the real contents

of the letter, and at the fame time this fear is

a proof of their conviftion that reafons oi com-

plaint exift, fince they are fo much in dread of a

complaint being made.

We lived again very abftemioufly this day ;

for little or nothing was to be got. Our provi-

fions were brought fo late, that we did not dine

till the afternoon wTds far advanced. We found

befides that our repaft in the capital was full as

bad as upon the road. Every moment we have

frefh caufe of aftonifhment, and new reafons to

perceive how very erroneous were the opinions

wre had formed ot the Chinefe nation.

This morning at five o’clock we repaired in

carts, and efcorted by feveral Mandarins, to the

palace, which I was furprifed to find at only a

few minutes walk from our hotel. We were

defired to alight in the fquare in front of the

weft gate. As it was exceedingly cold, we were

not
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not kept waiting in the open air according to

the ufual etiquette, but were conducted to a

fmall apartment, which had been previoufly

warmed, and with the mean appearance of

which we were much (truck. At a quarter paft

fix we were carried back to the fquare to wr ait

for the arrival of the Emperor, to whom, while

on his way, we were to prefent the addrefs fent

from Batavia by the Commiffaries General of

the Dutch Company. This part of the cere-

monial was alfo a fubjedt of furprize, becaufe wre

expected to deliver the letter in one of the rooms

of the palace.

At leaft twenty times were w'e made to change

our place and fituation, being conftantly fur-

rounded by an infinite number of fpeftators. In

the midft of thefe were alfo the numerous Am-
baffadors of feveral nations bordering upon the

Empire; that is to fay, of Cored, of Thibet,
and

of the Mogul and Manchoo Tartars, who crouded

round us wfith a curiofity as great as that of the

Chinefe. In the prefs was a confiderable num-

ber of Mandarins, diftinguifhed by their particu-

lar dreffes and different inftgnia

.

I confefs I was

much (truck, both with the concourfe of curious

fpedtators, and with the confufion that prevailed

among them to fuch a degree, that any one

might
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might have imagined himfelf in the midft of a

lavage nation, that had never entertained the lead;

idea of civilization. It was then that I recollected

the boalted tribunal of the Lifiou ,
or of rites

and ufages, and that I alked myfelf, upon feeing

no figns of order, but a real chaos, on what occa-

fion it was that it exercifed its punctilious and

rigid influence ?—A fine fubjeCt for reflection, if

we had not been freezing, while gazing on the

fcene.

A man muff have been witnefs to fuch an oc-

currence in order to form the lead idea of it

;

but from my perfonal experience, I could never

have believed that things could have been iti

fuch a ftate of difturbance at the court of the

Chinefe Monarch.

At length, after another half hour’s expecta-

tion, the Emperor came from out of the wett gate

ot the palace, feated in a yellow palanquin lined

with filk, and carried by eight bearers only.

When his Majefty approached, we were or-

dered to kneel down, the Ambaflador holding up

with both hands the gilt box in which was the

add refs for the Monarch. When he had advanced

as far as us, the Emperor made his bearers flop,

and
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and the Fok-lio-tayen
, or Second Minifter, who

was walking by the fide of the palanquin, came
and took the box from the hands of his Excel-

lency, and carried it to the Emperor. On this

we all performed the falute of honour, by bow-

ing the head three times to the ground three

times over.

»

The falute being finished, his Majefty ad-

drefifed himfelf to the Ambafiador, enquired after

his health, and that of all the perfons of his

fuite, afked the age of our Prince, that of the

Ambafiador, and, laitly, whether we did not fuffer

from the cold, probably becaufe he was furprifed

at not feeing us in furred clothes. The Ambafla-

dor’s anfwers being conveyed to him through the

medium of the Interpreter, the bearers proceeded,

and we made a lingle inclination of the head,

after which we arofe.

The Emperor was carried ftraight forward

to the weftward, into a garden belonging

to his palace, where there is a very large

pond, and whither we were conduced on foot,

in the midfi: of the croud, and with fuch ra-

pidity, that it was the next thing to running.

Each of us was taken under the arm by a Man-,

darin, and dragged along in a manner which.
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in our country, would be confidered as charac-

ter! ftic of the greateft incivility and rudenefs,

though here it could only be regarded as a tefti-

mony of zeal and attention.

When his Imperial Majelfy came to the edge

of the pond, he got out of his chair or palanquin,

and feated himfelf in an armed chair placed

upon a fled. This fled, trimmed with a yellow

fluff, and loaded with ornaments, particularly

with gilt dragons on its Aides, pa fled over the

ice to the other fide of the pond, whence his

Majefty and his two Minifters repaired into a

faloon to breakfaft, and expedite certain affairs

of flate.

\

We alfo were taken to an apartment, where

his Majefty had ordered breakfaft to be pre-

pared for us. It was fo wretched a place, that

if a fimilar one had been propofed to us during

our journey, we fhould fcarcely have deigned to

accept it.. We were then defired to fit down

upon cufhions on the floor, by the fide of little

tables, like the Chinefe 3 but this being evi-

dently inconvenient to us from want of habit, we
were conducted to a pavilion of handfome ap-

pearance, fituated in a walled garden. There

we were put into a little room, hardly better

4 than
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than that we had left
; but at any rate it con-

tained benches and old tables, on which we fet

our breakfaft.

The paper panes in the windows inftead of

glafs intercepting the light, candles were brought

in. The candlefticks were clumfy wooden ones,

and the reft of the furniture was fuch as exactly

to remind us of a guard-houfe in our own
country.

• On looking around us, we were ftruck with

the greateft aftonifhment, of which we only got

the better to reflect, that being received in fuch

apartments in the Imperial palace, we had had

Tittle reafon to complain of the bad lodgings to

which we had fometimes been taken on the road.

We concluded alfo, upon making the fame

comparifon, that the hotel in which we were

lodged at Pe-king was a magnificent place of

abode. This picture will perhaps accord ill with

the brilliant accounts that the Milfionaries have

fent to Europe of this capital, and of the palace

of the Emperor; but I paint what 1 fee, and

what (I repeat it again) I fo little expedted to

fee, that nothing but by own eyes could have

convinced me of its reality.

After
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After breakfaft, during which his Majefty

twice fent us delicacies from his own table, a

proof of our being very high in his good graces,

we were carried back again over the ice, on

which we found a great number of people

fkating. Their fkates only differ from thofe of

Europe in this, that inftcad of terminating before

in a curve, they have at their extremity a piece

of iron Handing up at a right angle.

As the Chinefe had heard that our gentlemen

knew howr to ikate, feveral Mandarins of confe-

quence infilled upon one of cur fervants going

to fetch their Ikates. When they were brought,

Meffrs. Van Braam and Dozy got upon the ice,

and gave the Mandarins, and afterwards the

Emperor himfelf, a fpecimen of the European

mode of fkating. They were much admired,

and attradled a great concourfe of fpedlators.

After we had remained half an hour upon the

ice, his Majefty came and feated himfelf upon

the fled, which again crofted the pond. I per-

ceived that lie gave orders for our being placed

near him, that we might have a better view

of the performances of the fkaters. At the fame,

inftant a whole troop of thefe came from a con-

V o l . I. O iidcrablc
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fiderable diftance, running directly towards the

Emperor ; and, as if they had not the art of

flopping themfelves with their heels, as Euro-

peans do when going at full fpeed, thefe Chi-

nefe, unable to check their rapidity, let them-

felves fall upon the ice as foon as they came

clofe up to the fled, in order that they might not

run over the Emperor. When the race of the

firfl body of fkaterswas over, the fled was drawn

to another place, where a gate made of bamboo

had been erefted, having a leathern ball fufpended

in the centre. Here again care was taken to place

us clofe to the Emperor, that we might fee every

thing without obftacle, his Majefty turning his

head round repeatedly to look at us.

Prefently we faw foldiers approach, two by

two, who fkated over the ice with bows and

arrows in their hands, and Idiot, one at the

leathern ball, and the other at a kind of hat, of

leather alfo, laid upon the ice at a little diftance

from the gate. They were followed by a com-

pany of little boys, armed likewife with bows

and arrows, of which they made the fame ufe as

the foldiers. This exercifc was performed with

great order, and almoft all were dexterous

enough to hit the mark, though they moved with

great
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great rapidity, and put themfelves into all the

elegant attitudes of European archers. The

children fhewed particular dexterity.

While this diVerfion was going on, I had an

opportunity of obferving that the pond we were

Handing on is a continuation of the water over

which the noble bridge is built that we pafled

the day before yefterday. It was in fight of us,

as well as feveral other diftin£I edifices, that are

dependencies of the palace. In the midfi: of the

pond is a final! rocky ifland, with a handtome

hexagonal pavilion upon it, whither the Em-

peror fometimes goes, during the fummer, to

amufe himfelf with filliing.

Thefe lingular exercifes being at an end, his

Majefty returned to the palace, through which

we pafled with the croud, in order to go and

pay our refpefts to the Voo-tchong-tang, who, as

Prefident of the Tribunal of Adminiftration, has,

within the walls of the palace, and in the edifice

fet apart for the courts of juftice, a variety of

apartments, in which he gives audience, accord-

ing to the rank of the perfons introduced, while

for his family and houfehold he has a private

hotel, fituated without the precinfts of the Im-

perial abode.

O 2 We
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We were introduced to this Mandariny

by whom we were very kindly received.

He enquired after the health of each of us>

afked if our laborious journey had not fatigued

us, and if we did not feel cold without furred

clothes.

After our anfwers had been conveyed to him

through the medium of M- Agie, w*e took our

leave, and were conducted back to our hotel*

w here vTe arrived at ten o’clock. The Imperial

palace, which contains within its inner walls

the buildings appropriated to the Six Tribunals

of the Empire
3
namely, 1. that of the Ly-Jiou, or

Adminiftration of the Regency of State 3 2. that

of the Hou-Jiou, or Treafury
; 3. that of the Li-poii,

or of Rites and Ceremonies 3 4. that of the Ping-

ftou, or Military Council 3 that of the Hong-pou,

or of Juftice 3 and, laftly, that of the Cong-pou
,

or of General Police
, is in itfelf a fort of little

city, furrounded with a very lofty wall, through,

which there are a variety of gates*

In the interior of the palace there are hundreds

of edifices, which make a magnificent appear-

ance on the outfide, and which are ornamented

with pieces of fculpture. Thefe buildings are

befide richly gilt, and farther embellifhed by a

red.
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red or green varnifli of the Japan kind. The

roofs are covered with yellow tiles.

Through the palace runs a winding canal.,

which is vifible in fome places, while in

others it difappears under the buildings. The

padages and the fquares are all neatly paved

with hewn done. We perceived at a diflance

other edifices, in no refpeft inferior to thefe as to

external beauty ; but we alfo faw, in paffing

along feveral places, and between great maffes

of building, the mod; miferable hovels and heaps

of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The

apartments in which we were received by the firft

Minider were far from anfwering to the import-

ance of fo great a man. The rooms are fo fmall,

that there is not a common tradefman’s houfe in

Holland which does not contain handfomer and

more fpacious apartments ; and they were fo full

of people of all ranks, that it was not without

difficulty that we made our way through them.

Nor was any great decorum preferved
;
maflers

and fervants were handing promifcuoufly
;
and

the latter, that they might the better gratify

their curiodty by a light of us, pudied afide the

Mandarins without ceremony, and placed them-

felves before them. Every thing we faw ap-

peared to us inconceivable, and would no doul t

O 3 have



198 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

have feemed fo to any one who could have been

witnefs of this affemblage.

The gate of the palace through which we
entered is itfelf a large building with three paE

fages, the middle one being the widert and moft

lofty. Each pafTage has a wooden door ftrength-

ened by plates of iron, with yellow brafs knobs

upon them, placed at about fourteen inches

from one another, and difpofed in the fame order

as the fquarcs of a chefs-board. Thefe doors,

and in general thofe of all the Imperial buildings,

are painted red, and in all of them the middle

pafTage is referved for the Emperor alone, while

thofe on the Tides are for the Mandarins and pri-

vate individuals. The length of the pafTage

under the gate-way is forty-two of my paces, and

is very handfomely arched over head. Upon

the rampart over the gate is a building in the

form of an oblong fquare, two ftories high, and

refembling in its conflruction, roof, and orna?

ments, thofe of the interior of the palace.

On coming out of this joaffage, we found our-

felves in a vaft fquare, paved and furrounded by

buildings ere&ed without the leaft regard to

order or regularity. Each of thefe buildings,

fpme of which are dependencies of the chief

tribunals.
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tribunals, is furrounded with its own wall. Two
only on the left hand of the entrance have their

facades and windows looking immediately into

the fquare. The walls enclofmg thefe different

buildings form right lines in the interior of the

palace, each running in the direftion of one of

the four cardinal points of the compafs.

Here I muft beg leave to add, in regard to

the exercife of the fkates, of which we were

this day fpedlators, that it takes place annually,

in prefence of the Emperor.

It appears alfo that it is the only day on which

Ikates are ufed ; for neither before nor after did I

ever fee a fingle Ikater in China, although I have

often feen fleds at the different times I have been

upon the ice.

This afternoon the two pieces of mechanifm

intended for the Emperor were brought to us,

that we might fee if nothing about them was

deranged. We found the upper part very

much damaged, which did not aftonilh us,

fince once on the road, and in the prefence

of our Gentlemen, the Coulis let them fall

upon the frozen ground. As no Mandarin’s

fervant has taken the leaft care of them,

O 4 we
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we have reafon to fear left all the reft ihould bo

in the fame ftate.

'
i

Although we were liable to no reproach in

this refpedt, the whole having been put into the

hands of the Mandarins at Canton in the beft

order poftible, and packed up in their prefence,

it was not the lefs mortifying that fuch diftin-

guiihed presents, compofed of the-moft finifhed

pieces of workmanlhip (as their defcription in

the fupplement and the drawings will fhew),

fhould be no longer in a prefentable ftate. It is

true our mechanift declared that he was able to

repair them ; but we were in doubt if our ftay

would be fufficiently long for him to have time

to finifh the job. We therefore refolved to be

guided by circumftances.

13th. At four o’clock in the morning the

Lingua came to wake the Ambaffador and me,

in order that we might repair to the palace, the

Emperor having given orders that we ihould be

conduced to the houfes of the Second Minifter

and the other grandees of the palace. We got ready

accordingly, and fet off for court at half paft fix.

We were taken into a private room, to wait till the

Fok-lio-tayen ,
or Second Minifter, fhould make

his appearance in the audience chamber. An
hour
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hour and an half after we were introduced. We
faluted him with a genuflexion, as we had done

yeflerdny at the Prime Minifter’s. He received

11s in a gracious manner, although there was

fomething haughty in his demeanour. Like the

Emperor and the Voo-tckong-tang
,
he fpoke to us

of our health, of the journey, and of our luffer-

ings from the cold. M. Agie conveyed to him

our anfwers, after which we took our leave.

Thence we went to the houfe of the Y-tay-en,

whom we found exceedingly affable, and whofe

hair indicated a very advanced time of life. He
had formerly been Hou-pou at Canton. We were

next to have been conducted to a brother of the

Emperor, but as fome engagement prevented his

receiving us, he fent us a meffage exprellive of

his regret, after which we were condufcled back

to our lodgings.

Thefe viflts carried us through a great part of

the palace, and gave us an opportunity of re-

marking how little the interior of the buildings

correfponds with the outfide. The little apart-

ment in which we firfl waited was fo plain, and

fo deflitute of ornament, that we could hardly

perfuade onrfelves that we were in the Imperial

palace. In going through fome narrow paffages,

wc
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we obferved edifices in bad condition, and much

more calculated to indicate the abode of poverty

than that of a great monarch. There was no

<:nd to my aftonifhment.

We were treated every where, and upon all

occafions, with politenefs and attention. His

Majefty even fent two Mandarins this morning to

enquire in his name after the health of the Am-
baffador and that of all the perfons of the Em-

bally. I heard every moment that the old Mo-

narch was very well fatisfied with us, as well as

the Prime Minifter, and that as to myfelf in par-

ticular, I had the good fortune to exhibit a phy-

siognomy and a demeanour which captivated their

good will, I was told befides, that we flood

very much above the Englifli in the opinion of

the Sovereign and the Voo-tchangeang ;
and

all thefe particulars were accompanied with

further compliments. I truft the reader will

excufe thofe which I have juft related, and which

my veracity forbade me to facrifice to a falfe

fenfe of fliame, becaufe 1 am in reality no more

here than the Hiftorian of the Embafly,

The perfons from whom we received thefe

pleafing reports gave us reafon to hope for

(till more diftinguilhed marks of favour, and

aflured
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aflured us that we fliould have an opportunity of

feeing things that no foreigner as yet had ever

beheld. Our defire to enlighten Europe by our

obfervations on what is moft remarkable in

China made this information highly agreeable.

While w'e were out upon our vifits this morn-

ing I met at the Imperial palace one of the

Portuguefe Miftionaries, an old man with a long

grey beard. I had hardly time to falute him,

becaufe in hade to go to the audience of the

Minifter; and I was very forry for it. Our meet-

ing wTas fo unexpected, that I did not even

think ,of aiking where I could fee him again, a

thing which I am fearful the Chinefe will en-

deavour to prevent.

A little after twelve o’clock one of the princi-

pal eunuchs of the court, of the rank of a great

AJandarin, came to enquire in the name of the

Prime Minifter after the health of the Ambalfador

and me. As our dinner was juft putting on the

table, he expreffed a defire to fee us eat, and was

invited by us to fatisfy his curiofity. Nothing

efcaped his obfervation. Having fecn his Ex-

cellency drink halt a fmall glafs of brandy to

fupply the want of our wine, which was not yet

arrived, he alfo tufted it, and afked for one of

our
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our plates of Englifh manufacture, a little brandy,

and a couple* of bifeuits, which he wifhed to

prefent to the Voo-tchong-tang. He returned us

his thanks, and, at the expence of the Englifh,

beftowed great praife upon our politenefs, and

upon the order obferVable in every thing about

us. He then took leave, exceedingly well pleafed

with the attentions we had fhewn him.

The Mandarins who came with us were ftill

extremely difconcerted about the two pieces of

Mechanifm. It was evident that they were

defirous'of colouring over their negligence, and

of throwing the blame upon the mechanift, and

bad packing up
;
and that they were particularly

anxious left the truth fhould come to the Em-
peror’s ears. Three Chinefe watch-makers in

the fervice of the court came to fee if it would

be poflible to mend them in a few days, under

the dire&ion of our mechanift
;
but the latter

declared that as he could not make them under-

ftand him, it was impoffible for them to be em-

ployed. He faid that it would be neceffary to

remove the prefents into one of the apartments

of the palace, and to procure him his tools, which

were not yet arrived at Pe-king
;

and that he

fhould then be able to repair every thing, with

the afliftance of two or three Miflionaries, who
had
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had Jail year helped him to put to rights the

Engl i 111 planetarium in the palace of Yuen-ming-

yuen. It was eafy to perceive that this propo-

rtion was by no means pleafing to our conduc-

tors
; for they afked if we had not brought other

pieces of mechanifm that might fupply the place

ot thefe. We anfwered that we had not, and.

added, that tince our mechanift was able to re-

ftore them to their primitive ftate, they would

be prefented to the Emperor as the moil valuable

things wTe had to offer him. They then went

away, much difcontented with the bad fuccefs

of their attempt.

This afternoon we had the pleafure of feeing

the reft of our fuite arrive ; namely, fourteen

foldiers and fervants, all of whom had fuffered

much from fatigue and the feverity of the feafon.

A Malay belonging to the Ambaffador was in a

burning fever and delirious.

15th. A Mandarin coming again to enquire

into the ftate of the pieces of mechanifm, M.
Petit Pierre found means, by the alftftance of

one of our Chinefe fervants, to make him under-

ftand t]ie real caufe of tYieir derangement, and

the negligence (hewn by our conductors in that

refpeft. He told him alfo, that with his tools,

and
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and the help of the Miflionaries, he could ma-

nage to make them as perfeft: as ever. The

Mandarin gave him to underftand that he com-

prehended the whole bufinefs, and that he was

going to make a report of it to the Prime Mi-

ni tier.

In the mean time the day appointed for the deli-

very of the prefents approached. The mirrors ar-

rived this day, without having met with the fmal-

lefl accident
j but one of the Englifh lanterns was

broken, which, however, I replaced by one of

my own. Two necklaces of pearl and amber,

that were put into the trunk which contained

mv linen, were not yet arrived. As I refufed to

entruft the key of it to any one, a courier was

difpatched to accelerate its conveyance. In the

afternoon the Emperor fent us a large yellow

bag, containing Tartarian grapes of an agreeable

tafte, but fmall, and without ftones. The Man-

darins told me that thefe grapes being good for

complaints of the lungs, and his Majefty having

remarked that I had fo bad a cold as to be hardly

able to articulate, this prefent was a proof of

his attention and kindnefs. I performed the

lalute of honour as a mark of my gratitude,

making an apology for the Ambaflador, who

was confined to his bed by a fevere head-ach.

2 I lliould
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I fliould not forget to fay, that a cuftom ftrict-

]y obferved among the Chinefe requires every-

one who receives a prefent from his Im-

perial Majefiy to place it upon a table, and

to perform the ceremony ot adoration before it,

kneeling and bowing the head thrice to the

ground three different times over, while leaning

upon the hands.

There was fomefhing however very ff range in

the treatment we met with.—On one hand we
received a great deal of attention, while on the

other we w-ere kept abfolutely confined to our

hotel, and watched as if we had been fo many

prifoners. We could not even find means to

convey a note to the MilTionaries. Such of our

Servants even as were Chinefe dared not go into

the flreets, and the fevereft punithment was de-

nounced againft any one who fliould attempt to

convey us any information. Of this we doubt

our condu£tors . were the caufe. They were

certainly afraid, left in our conversations with

the Milhonaries we fliould expofe the conduft

of the Mandarins of Canton. All this rendered

our Situation difagreeable and tirefome, and in-

spired us with the ftrongeft delire to return.

16th. The
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i6tn. The young Malay, one of the Ambaf-

fador’s fervants, whofe arrival in bad health I men-

tioned on the 14th, died this morning. In the fore-

noon, the Mandarin who was our third conduc-

tor, and who remained behind to fuperintend

the baggage, arrived at Pe-king. He brought

with him nothing but three trunks belonging to

the Ambaffador and me, and three cafes of wine.

We had it then in our power, after a month’s

privation, to drink a glafs of that liquor at our

meals. We received him very coolly, and every

one of us alked him for fome article or other.

He anfwered that the whole would arrive in

three or four days, but that he had been obliged

to leave it to the care of two inferior Man-

darins. His Excellency, through the me-

dium of M. Agie, reproached him in terms fo

harih, that he retired without making an anfwer,

and without taking leave. Perhaps he was lefs

blameable than we imagined, lince it is fo diffi-

cult tQ manage the Coulis, as we ourfelves had

but too well experienced : but it is the nature of

man to complain without always confiderrng

whether thofe to whom he addreffes his re-

proaches deferve them *, and woe to the inno-

cent who is expofed to this kind of vengeance.

It is neverthelefs true, that it is exceedingly

unpleafant for our gentlemen to be reduced,

3 from
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from the want of their trunks, to the neceflity

of borrowing linen.

At the fame time, the Mandarin to whom
the care of our hotel was entrufted fupplied our

table as fcantily as poflible, and with an ever-

lafting monotony. This condudt was certainly

unknown to the Prime Minifter. Inferior Man*

darins had no doubt made it a means of filling

their purfe, as the domeftics of our conductors

did upon our journey, according at leaft to the

report of our Chinefe fervants. But where

is there a place in the univerfe inacceffible

to corruption ? Would it not be the fame thing

in Europe ? And would not every one try to

avail himfelf of fuch an opportunity if it fhould

come in his way ? Let us not then judge too

feverely of the Chinefe, who perhaps would alfo

tell us in reply, that the fignal proofs of addrefs

which they gave in this inftance were no injury

to our pockets, fince the whole of our expences

were defrayed by the Emperor,

This evening the body of the unfortunate

Malay was taken away and buried without the

city.

Vot.I. P 17th. This
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•17th. This morning a prefent of paltry wa3

brought to the Ambaffador and his company, in

the name of the Emperor.

mctf . : If '
’

Shortly after, a Mandarin came to alk for the

valuable articles which made part of the prefents

to, the Emperor, and which' had been entrufted

to my care. I refqfed to part with them, faying

that I had orders from his Excellency to (deliver

them to the Voortchoi}g-taqg in, perfon, as had been

the pra&icp in former .
Embaffies.- The Man-

darin, although he expreffpd-'much, difcontent,

found it impofiible tp gain his pointy
,

v.idl •
'

i -i
.<*

'
' // ^ ‘i.

'

'u- f 'oot

This afternoon, the Lingua
,
c^nig to 'inform mey

that the Ambaffador and I were- on .the next day

to deliver the prefents for the Emperor to the

Prime Minifter. I communicated this meffage

to his Excellency; but he. was fa much indif-

pofed with fever, that it was impoffible for him

to rife from his bed. - 1 fent word of this to the*rr , /
Mandarin by the

. Interpreter, adding that I

(hould go to court alone.

1 r. !
; if 1 to >0 '

i

” r*;

This day
,
we -received fome .more of our bag-

gage, and fome cafes of liquors, but in a molt

deplorable Hate. Out of forty-eight bottles con-

stained
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tained in one of my cafes, twenty-feven were

broken-, and in the others the breakage was in

the fame proportion.

It would be unjuft to impute this lofs to the

negligence of cur conductors. In the firlt place,

the intenfe cold might have aCted upon the fpi-

rituous liquors, and by freezing them might have

made them burft the bottles. Befides, thofe

curfed Coulis frequently let the cafes fall violently

upon the ground hardened by the froth, on pur-

pofe that the bottles might break and the liquor

run out, which rendered their burden fo much

the lighter. In would have been impofiible for

our conductors to attend to every Conli, fince

they were fometimes fpread over a fpace of

more than two learnies. Befides, I have re-

peatedly faid that no Mandarin is able to controul

that clafs of men, the very refute of the Chinefe

nation. There is then no remedy but patience.

The only well-founded reproach we have to

make our conductors is their having continually

amufed us with vain promifes, which is not lefs

the fafhion at court.

As it is not indeed impoffiblc, if we knew all,

that valid excufes might be found for every

thing that appeared blameable in our conduc-

P 2 tors.
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tors, I-fh.all make it a point to fay no* more upon
the fubje£L

1

8

th. I repaired' alone to the imperial palace

before fix o’clock in the morning, carrying with,

me the moft valuable prefents^ I was there

ufliered into a miferable apartment, a comparifon

with which would difgrace a Dutch guard-houfer

though in it I found feveral Mandarins, who
wore in their caps the eminent diftinfition of

the peacock’s feather. At the end of an hour

and an half, two principal Mandarins came to

afk me for the prefents, in order to car?y them

to the inner apartments. I delivered them ac-

cordingly, flsill remaining in the midft of a nu-

merous company. Tea and paftry were pre-

fented to me.

At nine o”clock I was conduced to the Prime

Minifter, to whom, after having made, my obei-

fance on my knees, I offered an apology for the

Ambaffador, expreffive of his regret at his be-

ing prevented from appearing by want of health*

He was very polite, and afked me if we had a

good phyfician in our fuite. To this I anfvvered,

that if the Ambaflador fhould not find himfelf

better in the evening, I fhould take the liberty

fif applying for one of the phyficians of his High-

I nefs.
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•nefs. Perceiving by my voice that I had a cold,

he was plenfed to attribute it to my being too

thinly clad. I obferved that my cold had been

cccafioned by the journey ; and upon his enquiry

if I took no remedy for it, I told him that I hoped

I fhould be able to do without. After a few

more words, he difrailfed me in a very friendly

manner. He was fitting upon his bed, on ac-

count of having received a hurt on one of his

legs. The apartment in which he received me
was fo fmall, that there was hardly room for fix

perfons to fland round his bed.

As I was retiring, I found myfelf taken by the

arm and led into a little room adjoining to that

of the Prime Minifter. It was the Miffionary.

whom I had met with in the palace, and who
had made his way through a croud of Mandarins

to accoft me. Prefenting to him my hand, which

he eagerly grafped, I told him in Portuguefe,

that we were exceedingly defirous of feeing the

Miffionaries at our hotel. He anfwered. me,

I'Ve JhallJhortly meet again. I had fcarcely time to

give him a note written by M. de Guignes1

,

which I had purpofely put in my pocket, when

I was pulled violently away, as if on purpofe to

break off our converfation, and led out of the

room. A moment after I faw my note in the

P 3 hands
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hands of one of the firft Mandarins, who at-

tended me to the outfide of the palace walls with

great politenefs.

'•
;< h ? , v:.: '

On returning 'to our hotel I gave his Excel-

lency-an account of all that had palled, and told

him, on the part of the Mandarins, that we were

expq£ted at the palace on the two following days

at a very early hour, in order to pay our refpects

to the ;Emperor. I did not, however, think

proper to advife him
:

to go out
; which, indeed,

he was too ill to attempt ^ for it was not only

necelfary that he fhould keep his bed that even-

ing, but it would have: been highly dangerous

for him to expofe himfelf to the lliarp air of the

morptng, - the ^old being then- very fevere. This

morning Fahrenheit’^ thermometer had fallen as

low as fixteen degrees. I confequently fent

woiid that
J.

,fhould go to court alone.

,2:0 ";if
. V.iT IT f i

'

' J
•

' i
x

. Shortly, after my return from the palace our

interpreter begged M. de Guignes to go thither,

$s -one of the firft Mandarins was waiting to

fpeak with him.
(: ,

0 i i 1 , :*Js\ :
• * • - *7 • H * * V

He wrent accordingly, and returning an hour

after told the Ambaffador that the Mandarin had

afked him the contents of a note which he had

* •, fliewn
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1

$

'fliewfftb hinrVas alfo by wh'om it was written ;

that'he bad fnadeanTwer that it was his writing,

"and that the purport of it was to inform' the Mif-

.gonaries that he was the bearehof - fome letters

for them; 'and that he particularly delifed to' fee

one of them of the name of Roux, whofe agent
of # t

’hi-^was at Ca'nton, becaufe he had fome im-

^orfant'mattefs' to -communicate to him relative

'to bis Million; that not a Word was faid of the
f .w

affairs of the-Gompany at Canton
;
and that if

r * »

•Wea'wcre defirous 1 of feeing thofe gentlemen, it

was merely becaufe we were perfonally ' ac-

quainted with fome of them, and fhould feel

greatpleafutfrin feeing- them at our hotel. Mi
de Guignes added, that the Mandarin had ap-

peared very well fatisfied with his fincerity, and

had proinifed to procure him an interview 'with

Ml jRoux,':! -' fl 01 *

- rn * > )'n ^ G.i J
r •

,
."We may theiP-hope to be permitted to cor*

vcrfei with the'-'Miliionaries, from' which; no’

doubty-fedprocal^fatisfaclion will be derived.

ill 'llilvJ

1 I- had hardly finillied the preceding phrafe in

my j Journal, when a very unexpected letter was

fecretly brought me from my friend Grammont,

who teftified an earned delire to give me fome

important information. I font my anfwer by the

* P 4 bearer



VOYAGE OF THE DUTC1*

bearer of bis letter. This gives us hopes of

being able to correfpond even if we fhould not

fee one another. My friend, however, gives me
reafon to expert that we fhall meet ere long,

‘ vyhich makes ps all exceedingly happy.

In the afternoon two of our firft conductors

from Canton came to enquire after his Excel-

lency’s health, and to inform us at the fame time

that his Maj.efty received our prefents very gra-

cioufly, and with every mark of fatisfa&ion.

They told us, alfo, that henceforward their func-

tions relative to our EmbafTy ceafed, other Man-

darins being charged to attend us during the reft

of our ftay at Pe-king.

The Emperor’s prefents being delivered, I

propofed to the Ambaflador to make out a lift

of thofe intended for the three principal mi-

jiifters, the Aa-tchong-tang, the Vco-tckong-tang,

^ind the Fok-iio-tayen, in order that they might be

fent to thofe Mandarins. To this he oonfented-

I therefore had the lift tranflated into Chinefe

by the Lingua, and then gave it to a Mandarin

to deliver to the above three Minifters of State.

In the afternoon the Naa-fan-tayen, a Mandarin

of the pale blue tranfparent ball, and peacock’*

feather.
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feather,, charged at prefent with the care of

every thing that concerns us, came to fee his

Excellency in his bed, and to enquire after his

health. He afterwards walked into my room

to vifit me, and to tell me to go the next morning

to court.

This Mandarin is the very fame in whofe hands

I this morning faw the note I had given to the

Miffionary, and alfo the fame who interrogated

M. de Guignes concerning its tenor. His ad-

drefs is pleafing, and his countenance very pre-

poffieffing. After having fulfilled his million he

took leave, and I attended him as far as the

ftreet-door.

19th. This morning at half paft four I fet off

for the Imperial palace. I was conduced along

the ramparts from the vveftern gate to the fouth-

ward, and then to the eaftvvard, till we came to

another great gate with three paffages, bv which-

we entered. I afterwards found myfelf in the

midft of a great open place, forming a long

fquare, and fituated fouth of the palace. To the

eaftvvard of this fquare is a temple in which the

’•boards or tablets [chap) of the deceafed Empe-

rors are laid upon altars. This fquare, as well as

I could diftinguiffi by the feeble light of the ftars,

has
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has on three of its Tides buildings of' little ele-

vation, along which runs a covfcred gallery Sup-

ported by pillars, except in the middle' of the

fouth part, where there is a lofty building of two

Tories high.

I was conducted into three different little

apartments on the wedern fide, to wait there for

the arrival of the monarch. They feemed better

calculated to hold utenfils than to be the habi-

tations of human beings. :

• r
% ~ " it

'

i.
'

. , vil

At half pad five I was led back to the fqtiare,

the Emperor’s coming heing immediately .ex-

pended. I then obferved that the fouth walhof

the palace advances at the extremities, and forms

two regular wings, which I eftimate at a hundred

and fifty yards at lead in length, leaving an- in-

terval in the middle of about a hundred and'

twenty paces. It is in the midft of this empty

f, ace that dands a gate or entrance, having*, lika,

the others, three padages clofed bv doors plated

with iron, in the way already .deferibed, •thatr

form being general throughout all the Imperial

edifices.
r

-At:

The middle padage of this gateway is. more

lofty and of greater width than two lateral ones,

and
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and is full lixty of my paces in length. Over

the gate, as well as over each of the wings, are

buildings two ftories high, conftru£ted and orna-

mented like thofe I mentioned when describing

the weft gate. There is, befides, on each fide

of the middle edifice, a pavilion, the roof of

which ends in a point.

In this part every thing is proportioned ac-

cording to the laws of the moft rigid Symmetry,

and the whole has an air of uncommon grandeur.

I calculate the height of the wall of the palace

at about forty-feven feet. It is all of hewn {tone,

and of confiderable thicknefs. The outfide, like

all the walls that inclofe edifices belonging to

the Emperor, is coated with plaifter, and painted

of a pale red. This, with the rich gilding and

brilliant colours of the building, compofes a very

magnificent whole.

At the angle, of the palace wall, to the weft-

wrard, hands a noble Square pavilion, two ftories

high, coated, gilt, and ornamented, like the

other buildings, with a roof, the top of which,

embellifhed by a gilt point, attracts and pleafes

the eye.

* ro This
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This {buthern part of the palace muft have

exifted in its prefent hate at the time of the Em-
bafly of the Dutch Eaft India Company, a

hundred and forty years ago, fince a very exa£t

reprefentation of it is to be found in Nieuhof *
;

but, at the fame time, that engraving is the only

one in the whole work that delerves the praife of

accuracy.

At fix o’clock the Emperor came out of the

palace in his ufual palanquin, and was carried to

the temple of his anceftors, where he was detained

nearly an hour by the performance of his religious

duties. I knelt down while he was pafling, but

without performing the ceremony of adoration.

Before his Majefty came back a meflenger was

lent for my nephew Van-Braam, that I might

not appear alone. His Imperial Majefty, on his

way back, flopped his chair abreaft of us, and,

addrefling himfelf to me, did me the honour to

. .t • t. •. 1

* This narrative of the journey of the Dutch Embafly in

1 655 and 1656, written by John Nieuhof, Maitre d’Hotel to the

Ambaffador, whofe travels in other parts of the world have alfo

been published, has been printed in feveral languages, and in

different fhapes. It is alfo to be found in Thevenot’s ColIcBion ,

and in the Abbe Prevofl’s Hi/loire Generate des Voyages^ tom. v.

page 229. of the quarto edition. ( Fr. Ed,)

enquire
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enquire after the Ambaflador. Mv anfwer having

been conveyed to him, he proceeded towards the

palace. I then performed the cuftomary falute,

by bowing my head three times to the ground.

We were in expectation of returning to the

hotel, when the Naa-fan-tayen came to requelt us

to go with him to the palace. We followed

him, and entered by the fouth gate. Immedi-

ately behind it is a large fquare, fouth of which

hands a noble edifice of two ftories, and of vail

lize, with a flight of heps leading up to it. The

facade of this building, extending eah and weft,

correfponds exaCfly with the fouth gate.

We were afterwards carried weftward through

a gate, handing north and fouth, and having

three paflages. In the two lateral ones are eafy

flights of heps to facilitate the afeent and defeent.

Having pafled this gate we found ourfelves again

in the great court behind the weftern gate, of

which I have already fpoken on the 12th of this

month. We were then conduced northwards

between two great edifices, pafling in our wav

over a bridge laid acrofs a ferpentine canal.

This canal runs to the fouth-eaft under the

buildings contiguous to the gates through which

we had pafled, and afterwards (hews itfelf in the

court
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court we came to immediately after paffing the

fouth gate. Thence it runs, hill in a Terpentine

direction, to the weftern part of the palace. We
came at laid to the fame little apartment where I

was yefterday, and where we were left for half

an hour, at the end of which time a Mandarin

came to take us into the interior of the palace.

We were conducted, in the firft place, as far

as the north corner of the area or efplanade

that feparates the fix courts of juftice from the

abode of the Emperor, and there we were again

led through a gate with three paflages and

flights of fteps. Magnificent edifices are erected

over thefe gates, which confequently ferve a

ufeful purpofe, befides that of opening a commu-
nication from one place to another.

When we came to this fpot I immediately

judged, by the confiderable number of eunuchs

who were performing menial offices without,

that we were in the very place of refidence of

the Emperor. We were then led through feveral

very narrow paflages, running eaft and north,

and penetrating more and more into the interior

of the palace. In one of thefe ftreets, for the

name is not unfuitable, we were fpoken to by the

Emperor’s feventeenth fon, a young man of about

thirty.
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thirty, and of a pleading countenance. He Is one

of the four princes who are lHll alive *.

After palling along feveral winding paths,

kept very neat and paved with hewn Hones

perfectly fmooth, while buildings on both

tides prefented nothing to the eye but dead

walls, we came to an edifice in a little apart-

ment of which was his Imperial Majedy. A
play was performing upon a fmall but neat the-

atre, oppolite the place where the Emperor was

feated.

•
. /

After the Mongul and Corean envoys (the

former being eight in number and the latter

three) had performed the falute of honour to the

Emperor, I was likewife prefented to the aged

Monarch, and in my turn went through the

ceremony of proftration. EJe was fitting on a

fopha with his legs eroded under him, according

to the Chinele cuftom. On his right hand was

the Vop-tcliong-tang, and on his left the Fok-lio-

tayen, who, upon their knees and proftrate, were

fpeaking to the Emperor, as well as I could

* This prince was declared Emperor on the 8th of February

1796, by his father the Emperor Kien-long, who retired,

from the management of public affairs.

judge.
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judge, about me. The Prime. Minifter then rofe,

and ordered the Lingua to tell me, on the part

of his Majefty, that he had attained his eighty-

fifth year, and that I was the firft Dutchman that

had ever had an opportunity of approaching fo

near to his perfon. I addrefied my thanks to

his Majefty for this fignal favour in the moft re-

fpe£tful manner, and repeated the falute of ho-

nour, after which we rofe.

V . t

We were then placed a little upon the left, as

were alfo the Envoys I have juft mentioned, and

were all told to fit down upon the ground on

carpets that had been fpread on purpofe, in two

ranks one behind the other. As I was not ac-

cuftomed to that mode of fitting, it was to me a

real penance.

At firft I took the Mongul Envoys for a body

of Miffionaries, fo much did their features re-

ferable thofe of Europeans. I was even endea-

vouring to recognize my friend Grammont among-

them, w hen I was undeceived. Delicacies, paftry,

fweetmeats, and fruit, with which the Emperor

treated the Envoys, were then fet before us upon

little tables; and befides thefe he £ent us from

his own two fmall difties, one of which was an

excellent yellow jelly. We bowed our head to

thank
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thank him for this favour, which when granted

in public is conlidered as the higheft honour that

any one can receive in China.

After the Emperor had drunk a cup of juice

or milk exprelTed from a kind of bean, a cup

of the fame beverage was brought us, poured

out of his Mhjelty’s own pot. All this was

given us by the two principal Minifters, and by

other pcrfons of high rank, into whofe hands it

was delivered by eunuchs.

In the lad place the Monarch didributed keep-

fakes to the Envoys and other perfons of didinc-

tion prefent, who fcarcely amounted in all to

twenty individuals. Thefe keep-fakes princi-

pally confided of little bags for tobacco, and little

glafs bottles to hold fnuff.

My nephew and I received an equal portion.

It confided of four little embroidered purfes, a
,

bottle of fnuff, two boxes of Long-c/iing tea, two

bowls of blue porcelain, and a little porcelain

difh with fix China oranges. We made the fa-

lute of honour fitting.

While all this was pading, the comedy w^as

going on without'interruption, and fome Chinefe

Vol. I. Q were
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were alfo performing feats of activity upon the

theatre. Of one of thefe I cannot help fpeak-

ing, on account of the extraordinary ftrength he

pofl'effed in his feet; and becaufe of all the tum-

blers 1 faw in China, he was the only one deferv-

tng of mention. Even in Europe this man would

have attra£led the attention of the fpeOatofs.

Lying down on his back, he held up his legs

Vertically in the air. Upon the foie of his feet

was next placed a ladder of fix long Heps, with

a flat board at the bottom. A child of feven or

eight years of age then climbed up the fteps,

and fitting upon the upper one, played a num-

ber of monkey-tricks, while the man kept turn-

ing the ladder firft one way and then another.

The child afterwards defcended and afcended,

twilling his body in fuch a way between the

fteps, that the different parts of it were alter-

nately on the two oppoflte Tides of the ladder.

This diverfton lafted at lead a quarter of an hour.

When the exhibition of the ladder was over,

two men brought an enormous earthen veflel,

which mull certainly have weighed more than a

hundred and twenty-five pounds, and which

they laid Tide-ways upon the feet of the ftrong

man, who turned it round and round, and over

and
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and over with aftonifhing rapidity. The child

was then put into the veflel at the moment the

mouth of it was turned from the Emperor, to-

wards whom it was immediately brought round

again by the man. The boy then made figns of

refpeCt, and climbing over the edge, got upon

the top of the veffel, feated himfelf there, and

affumed a variety of attitudes, letting himfelf

hang down over the edge, by which he held with

his hands, and enlivening the performance by a

thoufand playful tricks.

I do not know whether I have fucceeded in

giving the reader an idea of the boldnefs of thefe

two feats of activity. As to myfelf, I do not

remember ever to have feen any in Europe that

aftonifhed me fo much.

After having been prefent at leaf!: three quar-

ters of an hour his Majefty retired. We were

defired to do the fame, and re-condu6ted to

the hotel, where we learnt that the Emperor had

font us another prefent, conlifting of foine paftrv,

and a piece of frefh pork.

This audience came upon us very unexpected-

ly, and appears to have been of a very private

nature, fince it 'took place in the Emperor’s

Q 2 apartments.
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apartments, and fmce fo very fmall a number of

perfons was admitted. The utmoft order pre-

vailed, beccufe there were no domeftics of the

inferior clafs; and it mud be confeffed that every

thing that was ferved up was cooked very well,

and in a very cleanly manner.

I have great reafon to be pleafed with the cir~

cumftanceS'of this event, fince it gave me an op*

portunity of feeing the internal parts of the pa-

lace, which perhaps were never before expofed

to the eyes of a foreigner. This will be the mo-

tive of a little prolixity in the defeription I am
about to give of the place wherein we were re-

ceived.

The place in which his Majefly was fitting

is rather a hall or landing place between two

rooms than a room itfelf. The whole fpace is-

lefs than ten feet fquare by eight feet high. There

were larger rooms on each fide; and, in one of

thofe to the right of the Emperor, I perceived

through feveral fmall windows a great number

of ladies who were looking at us with much cu=-

riofity; while an apartment to the left contained

a number of European bells, and feveral magni-

ficent pieces of furniture.
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The theatre is about fifteen feet fquare, and is

fo near the other room that there is not five feet

dillance between it and the flair cafe. The in-

termediate fpace in which we were fitting was

hardlvr (Efficient to contain us thirteen Envoys

and* our little tables. The great Mandarins were

on the fame fide, but dofe to the theatre, crowd-

ed one upon another, and only coming forward

when any thing was to be handed to the guefis.

f had the diflinguifhed honour of being waited

upon by the Prime Minifler of the Chinefe Em-

pire, who is alfo not unfrequently called the

Second Emperor.
- i *

Behind us was another building open in the

centre, with two apartments on its fides, in

which I perceived doors, leading no doubt to

other apartments and other edifices.

By thefe details, and by thofe I gave when
fpeaking of the apartments of the Prime Mini-

fler, it is eafy to judge of the fmallnefs of Chinefe

rooms; for they never make ufe of large halls

but on occafion of feflivals or public affem-

blies. It is generally the firfl flory of great

edifices that contains a halLor two that might bet-

ter be called galleries. I am told that there are

a hundred of thefe halls as well in the Imperial

Q 3 palace,
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palace, as at the Emperor’s country houfe at

Yuen-ming-yuen, intended for public entertain-

ments.

This afternoon his Majefty fent us four barrels

of fhaddocks, pomegranates, and apples. This

gave me an opportunity of once more performing

the falute of honour.

The Ambaffador, who is almoft recovered,

intends to go to court with me to-morrow to

breakfaft with the Emperor.

Towards evening the Lingua came to tell us

that one of the Mandarins had commiftioned

him to inform us that his Majefty had the in-

tention of fending us to his country houfe at

Yuen-ming-yuen
,

fituated at twenty five li from

Pe-king (two leagues and a half)
; and of per-

mitting us to amufe ourfelves there for eight days.

He requefted us in confequence to make out

againft to-morrow a lift of the perfons we fhould

wiili to take with us,, in order that .every thing

neceflary might be provided; recommending to

us at the fame time to let our baggage be as

little bulky as pofiible. I communicated the

mefiage to the Ambaffador, who expreffed much

fatisfa&ion.
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fatisfaftion at It, and told me how he wiihed

this party of pleafure to be arranged.

To avoid much embarraffment we (hall leave

at Pe-king all the Ambafiador’s guard, and the

greater part of the fervants. I have made out a

lid of thofe who are to go, and have fettled with

the Maitre d'Hotel what we fhall take with us,

iTo that every thing may be ready.

eoth. At fix o’clock this morning his Excel-

lency and I repaired to the palace. On our ar-

rival there we were fird taken to a fliabby little

apartment; but afterwards to a more decent one,

ten or twelve feet fquare, and the bed of thofe

of the fame kind in which we had hitherto been

received. At feven o’clock we were conduced

towards the Imperial buildings by a gate like all

thofe I have already defcribed, danding between

the two through which I pafled yederday, and

upon the fame line. It differs from them in no

refpeft whatever. Within this gate we found a

very fpacious court, paved with hewn dones,

and furrounded with buildings, the mod confider-

able of which are fituated to the fouth, and upon

a riling ground, up the middle of which we ad-

vanced by a flight of forty-five fleps.
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The fucceflion of thcfe forty-five fteps is inter-

rupted firft by a terrace ten feet wide; then

comes another portion of the flair cafe, and then

another terrace of the fame dimenfions as the for-

mer. Thefe two landing places or terraces form

galleries by means of a flone baluflrade running

along the whole front, the pilafters of which ftand

at about twelve feet diftance from one another,

and fupport figures of lions and other animals.

The two intervals or terraces thus fituated one

-above the other, and ornamented with a baluf-

trade, make a very pifturefque appearance.

. V "
- • . r ic.'i! * c / • - •

Having afcended the fieps we came to another

level fpot entirely paved with hewn ftones, and

having to the fouth another flair cafe with ter-

races exactly refembling thofe I have defcribed.

Upon the level ground are three edifices, two of

which fimilar to each other, and ftanding eaft

an :
1 weft, are in the form of a long fqunre,

while the third in the middle is a fquare pavilion,

the pointed roof of which ends in a golden ball.

f/ *jfT .. . i i i

'

» m .

k

.
' **' ‘ •/ i

This pavilion is confequcntly in a line with the

two flights of fteps between which it ftands, and

-according to the Chinefe tafte has an external

gallery fupported on each -fide by fix pillars. As

all
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all the doors were clofed, it was impoflible for

me to form any judgment of the interior.

1
" '

Looking thence I faw to the fouth, and at the

bottom of the hill a garden full of trees and

flowers, contiguous to the back part of the edifice,

which I mentioned yefterday as Handing north of

the fouth gate. From the elevated fpot on which

we were Handing, our view palling over that

edifice as well as over almoH all the others, ex-

tended to fo great a diHance that the mountains,

iituated to the north of Pe king, were plainly dif-

cernible.

%

The two great buildings, Handing between the

two Haii-cafes, have on the ground floor large

open faloons, in the front of which are galleries,

with three different flights of Hone Heps leading

up to them. The extremities of the projediions

that cover the galleries are fupported by ten large

pillars. In other refpedts thefe buildings are

conltructed, ornamented, gilt, and varnithed like

all thofe I have as yet had occafion to deferibe.

The eaftern hall, called Pau-au-tien
, was pre-

pared for the audienoe and breakfafl of this

In

morning.
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In the middle of the had is the Imperial

throne, .upon a plat-form fix feet high. The ap*

preach to it is by three flights of fteps ; one in

the middle, and the two others on the Tides.

The plat-form is covered with a carpet, and fur-

rounded with a baluftrade, which is ornamented

with carved work, as well as the Emperor’s arm-

chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of

fteps. Behind the throne hung a yellow tapeftry,

and on the tides ot the plat-form were feveral vafes

filled with natural flowers, to the fweet emanations

ofwhich two other vafes of metal added the perfume

ofburning fandal wood and otherAfiatic fubftances.

The two extremities of the gallery without the

hall are paved entirely with ftones of a finely

poliflied furface. There were ranged the bulky

inflruments of mufic, fuch as that confiding of

fixteen little bells, that compofed of fixteen

pieces of metal, the great drum, and feveral

other inflruments of a fimilar kind. They were

all richly gilt, as well as the pedeftals on which

they flood.

The outer court, in which mofl of the guefls

were obliged to breakfaft in the open air, was

covered with thick carpets, on which were laid

the cuihions that each guefl had taken care to

make
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make his fervant bring, in order that he might

lit down more conveniently on the ground front-

ing the pavilion.

Oppofite the throne was pitched a great tent

of yellow cloth, in which the fide-board was ar-

ranged. Then in the court before the pavilion

were placed four rows of little and low tables,

covered with coarfe linen, and fo difpofed that

there was one between every two perfons, ex-

cept oppofite his Excellency and me, where a

feparate table was placed for each of us.

This court was furrounded by perfons of all

ranks and all claftes, not excepting llage-players

and fervants. The latter had the impudence to

come and fland before the great Mandarins, in

order to get a better view of us. There was in-

deed no lefs diforder than on the fir ft day, when

we were waiting for the Emperor near the weft

gate, previoufiy to the exercife of the Ikaters. I

confequently found a prodigious difference be-

tween this entertainment and that of yefterday,

and was not a little furprifed at it. We were de-

li red to lit down upon cufhions, which we did in

imitation of the other guefts. The reader mud
forgive me for repeating that this poll ure was to

me a real punifhment. All that we faw, every

thing-
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thing that we experienced was novel to us, and

was marked with a chara&er of fingularitv well

calculated to attract, and rivet our attention.

It was part eight o’clock when his Majefty

came with an efcort of muficians, and took his

feat upon the throne. Every body then rofe, and,

falling diredtly upon their knees, performed the

falute of honour. The mufic continued while a

table was ferved for the Emperor, who ate of

feveral of the difhes fet upon it. 1 his Was a fignal

for the gueds, all whofe tables were then unco-

vered; they approached and fell to with great

avidity.

•
: ;

- : j ton To ! • t • .irr.&i

I obferved that the arrangfement of all the

tables was the fame, and that there were exactly

fifty difhes upon each. This nYud appear very

furprifmg, perhaps even incredible to my readers,

after what I have faid of the fmallhdfs of thefe

tables. But 1 have to add that the viands, ferved

up in very dirty copper bafons, confided fird of

three rows of four difhes each, and that over this

fird layer orJiratuni were three others, amount'

ing alfo to twelve difhes each. Laftly, to make

the four dozen fifty, there were .at the top of all

two great copper bafons, in which boiled legs of

mutton were contained, and of which the light

alone
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alone was enough to difguft a man with muttonO O

for the reft of his days. The other difties con-

fided of farinaceous aliments, drafted in different

manners, or merely boiled in the way of a hafty

pudding. There were alfo cakes much refem-

biing the unleavened bread eaten by the Jews at

their felt i v al of the Pafchal Lamb. Laftly there

were fweatmeats and fruit. I took a little of the

latter, feeling no temptation to tafte the reft,

which I kept ftill comparing with what I had

eaten yefterday. This is a fort of Imperial repaft:

which 1 imagine will appear new.

After a ffnort time had elapfed, a cup of beve-

rage was carried to the Monarch, and when he

had drank, others were handed round to all the

guefts. Each of them on taking the cup per-

formed the lalule of honour fitting, by making a

ftngle inclination of the head.

I found this beverage very agreeable: it is a

wine which the Chincfe make themfelves of

grapes, and which has a great rcfemblance to

that of Madeira, or the Cape of Good Hope.

Shortly after the Emperor ordered the three Co-

rean, and the two Dutch Ambaft'adors to be call-*

ed, in order that they might approach tl>e throne.

7 We
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We were conducted in fucceffion up the heps oit

one of the hides, and performed the ceremony

of adoration near the arm-chair. His Majefty

then addreffed himfelf to each of us, and pre-

fented us a glafs of wine with his own hand.

This gave occafion to a repetition of the falute

of honour; and after the third prohration each

of us rofe and retired.

When my turn came to make the falute on

account of the glafs of wine, I prohrated myfelf

with my head covered as his Excellency had

done, but my hat, not fitting me well, fell off.

The fecond Mini (her who was clofe to me picked

it up, and put it on again. His Majefty laughed

at the accident, and afked me if I did not un-

derhand Chinefe. Poton, anfwered I, which in

Chinefe fignifies I do not underhand. At this

his Majehy laughed -hill more heartily, and

while I drank my cup of wine looked at me, and

feemed to think it whimfical that I lhould maker

ufe of his language fo apropos to tell him that [

did not underhand it. I afterwards fin i Hied my
falyte of honour; and when I rofe to retire, the

Emperor, having his eyes hill turned towards me,

kept looking at me with a countenance exprehive

of the greateft kindnefs. Thus did 1 receive a

mark of the higheh predilection, and fuch as it

is
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is even faid no Envoy ever obtained before. I

confefs that the remembrance of what I had fuf-

fered fince the morning by remaining fo long in

the cold, was very much foftened by this gra-

cious reception.

At this moment fome miferable theatrical

pieces began, with which tumblers, dancers,

and muficians mingled their performances,

wretched alike to the eyes and ears of a Euro-

pean. Moorifh, Cochinfechine, and Thibetian

mufic, executed by three orcheftras, the mufi-

cians of which wore drelfes analogous to each

fpecies of mufic, did not afford us an ainufement

more fuitable to our tafte
;
and when his Ma*

jelly by retiring left us at liberty to return to our

hotel, we felt a very high degree of fatisfaclion.

The Mandarin, who had been our firfl con-

ductor, informed us that it would be neceffary to

go to court again to-morrow, in order to'congra-

tulatc his Majefty on the renewal of the Chinefe

year.

Early in the afternoon fix little tables with

viands, limilar to thofe of the morning, were fent

us in the name of the Emperor. We performed

the falute of honour, as a mark of our gratitude
;

i but
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but if I muft tell the truth, the onlyufe we could

make of them was to give them as a treat to our

Chinefe domeftics.

Having had fo near a view of the Emperor of

China this morning, it fcems natural that I ffiould

fay fomething of his perfon and drefs.

Elis e'xternal appearance exhibits all the marks

of old age, particularly his eyes. They are wa-

tery, and fo weak, that it is with difficulty he

raifes his eye lids which hang down in folds,

efpecially that of the left eye. He is in confer

quence obliged, whenever he wiffies to look at

any thing that is not very clofe to him, to raife

his head, and even to throw it a little back. His

cheeks are ffirivelled and pendant. His beard,

which is ffiort, is very grey. Thefe are the only

particulars I can give of this Monarch’s perfon,

never having been very near to him but when he-

was fitting.

It is true, that on the 12th of this month, I faw

his Majefty take a few fteps, on getting out of

the fled, to return to his palanquin ; but as the

two Minifters fupported him under the arms,

probably becaufe the ground was flippery, it was

impoffiblc
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impoffible for me to form an exadl idea of his

ilature.

His drefs confifts of clothes lined with fur,

which appeared to me to be that of the fea-

otter; and round his cap, which is fometimes

ornamented with a large pearl, was a border of

the fame kind. In this feafon, as well as in all

others, the Emperor’s drefs is very plain, although

he is ferved and honoured like a god. He does

not, indeed, enjoy the tenth part of the pleafure

and amufements which are at the command of

the meaneft Prince in Europe. His recreations

confift of tricks and buffooneries, with which it

would be difficult to divert the common people

of a European country at a fair ; and fuch were

the reorefentations of this morning. But as he

is unacquainted with more refined enjoyments,

and unable to form an idea of them, he cannot be

faid to fuffer any privation. It is not then lur-

prifing that the diverlions of children fhould be an

amufement to the Emperor in his old age.

In comparifon with Europe, it may be faid,

that here the fplendor of Majefty is immediately

connefled with marks of the moft degrading

ignorance. The Prince is elevated to the Ikies,

while the man remains enveloped in the dark-

Vol. I. R nefs
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nefs of the firft acres of the world. It is im-
V. J

poflible to conceive this aftonifhing contraft

without feeing it ; nor can he, who has been an

eye-witnefs of it, always explain it, nor even

depift its moll ftrikmg features.

/

Every thing In China (hews the complete

ignorance of its inhabitants in regard to Europe;

and they hear it fpoken of with equal indifference.

The Emperor, as well as all thofe whom the public

opinion places immediately next to him, think

that they hold the firft rank among all the created

beings of this immenfe univcrfe, and that thev

are at the head of the firft nation to be found

throughout the vaft extent of fpace. A kind of

miracle mull be operated, before .the idea of fend-

ing a Chinefe as an envoy to other nations can

enter into a Chinefe head. Hence it is eafy to

conceive the profound ignorance of the Emperor

of China, and of the people he governs, as tc

every thing that concerns the reft of mankind.

It would be natural to fuppofe that the Mif-

f onaries mull have diminifhed this ignorance, by

giving them accounts of the different countries in

which they were born. But a Chinefe, and par-

ticularly a Chinefe grandee, never feels the leaf!

d.elire of information on that head. How, indeed,
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is it poflible to wifh to learn any thing, when we

are convinced that our knowledge is already

fuperior to that of the reft of the world? Belides,

the Miftionaries enjoy fo little confideration among

the Chinefe, and infpire them with fo little con-

fidence, that they would counteract their own.

defigns to no purpofe* if they endeavoured to fet

the Europeans in any way above the natives.

They find themfelves, on the contrary, reduced

to the neceflity of extolling their prefent pro-

testors above every thing : their adulation, in-

deed, even if filent, would pafs for an acknow-

ledgment of the Superiority of the Chinefe.

It may, perhaps, be fuppofed, that the fight of

the mafter-pieces of art, which the Chinefe re-

ceive annually from Europe, will open their

eyes, and convince them that induftry is there

carried farther than among themfelves, and that

our genius furpafles theirs : but their vanity

finds a remedy for this. All thefe wonders are

included in the clafs of Superfluities ; and by

placing them beneath their wants, they place

them at the fame time beneath their regard. If,

for a moment, they fall into an involuntary fit of

aftonifhment, they come out of it firmly refolved

to do nothing to imitate that by which it was

produced.

R 2 The
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The Chinefe having been long in the habit of

confining themfelves to what is neceffary, and

of avoiding, according to the counfel of their

anceftors, every thing which comes in the fhape

of a novelty, it is not furprifing that they fhould

not wifh to acquire the knowledge poffeffed by

foreigners. And, indeed, I muff confefs, as far

as the oppofition of manners allows me to judge,

that the Chinefe live very happily in their way.

And if that be the cafe, what have they more to

defire.? Why fhould they wifh to difcovcr things,

which when difcovered, they would, perhaps, be

unable to obtain ,' and of which the privation

would make them acquainted with misfortune ?

I will even venture here to afk a queffion, which

feems didtated to me by my fubjedt : are the

people of the South Sea iflands become more happy

or more wretched, in confequence of their inter-

courfe with Europeans for the laft thirty or forty

years? Alas! it is : but too true, that we have

given them a knowledge and defire of things

which their country cannot produce.

No doubt, the fame caufe would produce the

fame efFedt in China. That nation lives in a

manner fo fimple and retired, that it can do

without thofe fadtitious wants, which we fhould

be miferable if we could not fatisfv. They never

3 have
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’have any opportunities of aflembling at balls, and

parties of pleafure
;
nor does any repaft bring

together large private companies ; all circum-

ftances of that nature belonging to public fef-

tivals, to which men alone are admitted. The

women are only acquainted with fuch things, by

ftealing a fiecret glance, while the fkreen which

gratifies their curiofity, hides them from that of

the men. But in the ordinary courfe of life,

every one exifts in the bofom of his own family:

the walls of his houfe are the boundary of his

amufements, and that of female liberty.

How, indeed, in a nation which condemns a

whole fex to feclufion, can the individuals do

otherwife than live in an infulated way? Uow
-can an agreeable fociety be formed ? How can

gaiety and pleafure be brought into places which
are not adorned by the prefence of the fair* and

where their looks do not animate the fex whofe
exidence they were dedined to charm ? Yes, I

mud pay them the tribute of this truth, that they

are the foul of all focial enjoyments, and that

every thing languifiies without the fphere of

their delightful influence. How pure is this

homage, and how much force does the truth by

which it is ditlated acquire, when a man has

K 3 been
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been feveral months in China deprived of the

fiappinefs they diffufe over life 1

1

I will venture to fay, that by means of their

continual intercourfe with Europeans, the Chinefe

of Canton are in general more civilized than the

reft of the nation to whom that advantage is de-

nied 3 and this effe£t is circumfcribed even in

Canton, where there are more 'perfons well in-

formed, induftrious, and polite, than in all the

reft of the Empire.

At Pe-king
, on the contrary, the rudenefs of the

Tartars is ftill perceptible, although it would be

natural to expeft to meet with more urbanity

there than in any other place in China. Perhaps,

after all that has been publifhed in Europe con-

cerning thatimmenfe country, my judgment may

appear partial but I am determined to exhibit

nothing in falfe colours, though I am not fure

that the opinion of my fellow-travellers wilj not

accufe me of fometimes uling too delicate a pencil.

This evening I was vifited by feveral Man-

.darins, who all afTured me that my anfwer, and

my demeanour, had much pleafed the Emperor ;

that he had fpoken of them to the Grandees of

the Court
;
and that fo much was faid about it,

1 -that
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that Poton is become the cant-word of the day.

Every one congratulates me upon my Handing fo

high in the good graces of the Emperor. Al-

though this exceffive honour can be of no fervice

to me, I am far from being infenfible to fuch

public teftimonies of the Emperor of China’s

good will towards me.

The Ambaffador had requeued the Man-

darins, our condudors, to offer, before the new
year, to the three principal Minifters the prefents

which are intended for them, ar.d which I had

been putting in order this afternoon, in order

that they might be taken away. But the Man-

darins having been to enquire when this pre-

lentation could take place, it appears that it is

thought proper to defer it, fince they came to

t-ell me that we muff wait till a few days after

that epoch. 1 have confequently packed them

all up again.

At half pall; two this morning we were ready

to fet off for court again. An hour afterwards,

our conductor came to tell us that it would be

wifer for us to wait at home, where it was warm,

while he fhouldgoto the palace to enquire if the

firff day of the Chincfe year required our at-

tendance! His Excellency was not at all pleafed

R 4 - with
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with this uncertainty, becaufe he found it highly

difagreeable to get out of a warm bed at fo early

an hour, and in fuch dreadful cold weather, and

becaufe his health rendered him more fenfible to

fuch difappointments. It is, however, poffible

that the Mandarins may not be to blame, fince

his Majefty fometimes does not intimate his wiih

to the laft moment, as we have already had oc-

cafion to perceive. However this may be, we
are going to celebrate the new year of the Chinefe

empire, by taking a little more reft.

Every thing was quiet in the capital the day of

this anniverfary ; for the report of a few crackers

between midnight and the break of day are not

deferving of mention
; while at Canton fireworks

are exhibited for a fortnight almoft without in-

termiftion. Perhaps this kind of filence is the

effefl of the imprefiion made by the folar eclipfe

that happens to-day, that event being a fubject of

fadnefs and mourning to the whole Chinefe

nation, and particularly to the Emperor. He
retires into the interior of his palace, from which

every one is excluded, and there bufies bimfelf

in fuperftitious practices, in favour of the fun or

moon, in order that the light of the luminary

eclipfed may be reftored.

22d. This
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22 cl. This day has alfo been very quiet: five

are now elapfed fince I wrote to my friend Gram-

mont, whence it is natural to fuppofe that our

door is narrowly watched. Not one of our

Chinefe, even of thofe who ferve us as inter-

preters, are permitted to go out. >

It is thought that we (hall not be allowed to

fee any Miffionary till we have had our audience

of leave of the Emperor, becaufc then we final 1 no

longer be able to make any reprefentation or re-

monfirances, fuppofing it to be our intention to

do fo.

Having this day made a prefent to one of the

Mandarins, our conductors, for which he ex-

preffecl his regret at having nothing to offer me,

I talked to him on the above fubjeft, and begged

him to enquire if it would not be poffible for us

to fee the Miflionaries, which would be both to

them and us a real fatisfatfion. I affured him

that our converfation would be merely an inter-

courfe of friendfhip, and the more fo, as 1 had

been acquainted with three of them at Canton.

I obfervcd to him befides, that if we ffiould think

any reprefentations or complaints neceffary, we

fhould addrcfs them diredtlyto the Voo-tchong-tang
,

and not to pcrfons whom wc well knew to have
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no intereft, and frill lefs power, to fupport us ir»

our proceedings. He underftood my arguments

perfectly, and promifed me the information I de-

fired.

23d. The new year has procured me the ho-

nour of a vifit from feveral Mandarins, which is

the only remarkable thing I have perceived.
\

Our firft condu£tor from Canton having fent

for the articles of which his bedding was com-

pofed, and which had remained at our hotel, the

Chinefe guards fcrupuloufly examined each

parcel as foon as it was without fide the doors

—

a proof that a perfect confidence is not placed in

us, and that we are, on the contrary, narrowly-

watched. How then can we hope to hear from

the Miflionaries ? And how ftrange is fuch con-

duct on the part of a nation in regard to an Am-
bafTador, to whom they affeft to give public

marks of confideration and efteem.

We this morning received all the reft of our

baggage, but in a moft deplorable ftate. Not a

iingle article has efcaped undamaged. Every

thing that was fragile is reduced to fragments.

The veffels containing provifion, the cafes filled

with liquor, arc broken. In a word, it is a fpec-

tacle
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tacle of deftru&ion very painful to us; but which

it behoves us to contemplate without murmuring,

lince it is not in our power to remedy it.

About noon, the interpreter came to afk me
how many perfons were to go to Yuen-ming-yuen.

I <jave him a lift to deliver to the Mandarins.

This little excurlion will certainly be an agree-

able recreation to us, fmce fo much has been faid

in praife of that magnificent fummer palace, part

of which was ornamented in the European man-

ner, about forty years ago, after the defigns, and

under the direction of Father Benoit, a French

Miffionary.

25th. The two pieces of mechanifm have been

carried to a houfe in the neighbourhood of our

hotel, in order to their being repaired. A frefh

attempt was made to give our mechanifl: three

Chinefe watchmakers as affillants, but he r.e-

jefted them again, becaufe it was impoffible for

them and him to underhand one another, and

perlified in aiking for the two Miffionaries, as a

mean ot fpeedily terminating the bufinefs. Great

obftacles were darted in oppofition to his requeft,

and the permiffion of the Emperor was deemed
previoufly neeeflary. As his Majefty is much oc-

cupied at this moment, I propofed my waiting

upon
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upon the Naa-fan-tayen, to whom I could give an

account of what was paffing, with explanations

fo well fitted to tranquillize him in regard to our

communicating with the Miffionaries, that l

made no doubt of removing all fear. As I wras

obftinate in my refolution, I was told in anfvver

that my defign would be intimated to that

officer ; but I plainly faw that it was con-

fidered as a thing exceedingly unpleafant for the

Mandarin who had been charged with the con-

veyance of the pieces of mechanifm from Canton.

Thofe, however, who had been our two fidt con-

duftors, and who were prefent at this difeuflion,

were themfelvesof opinion that it would be highly

proper that I ffiould fpeak to the Naa-fan-tayen.

The firfi: conductor recommended me to profit

by this opportunity in order to prevail upon the

Naa-fan-tayen to requeft of the Prime Minifter, in

the Ambaffiador’s name, that we might return by

water rather than over land, and thus be fpared

the fatigue incident to fo tedious a route.

The fame Mandarin told me alfo, that it was

already fome time lince the Emperor had dif-

patched orders to Canton to exempt the Ihip that

brought his Excellency to China from the ton-

nage, cuftom houfe, and failing duties ; a piece

of
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of information very agreeable to me, as by means

of this indulgence the Embaffy would coft the

Dutch Company very little -

y and I considered it

as fo much the more fortunate, becaufe being

bound by the oath exadted from us at Canton

by the Mandarins, to confine our Embaffy to

mere congratulations, it was out of our power to

folicit any thing at Pe-king ; thanks to that official

intrigue. And who knows whether means would

not have been invented to fruftrate our intended

journey to court, if, inftead of fubfcribing to

fuch a declaration, we had refufed to comply

with their demand ?

Our Second conduftor, it is true, had men-

tioned to me the circumftance of the exemption

of duties a few days ago
;
but I did not give en-

tire credit to him, although 1 thought it natural

that the fame favour ihould be Shewn to our Ship

as to the English Company’s veffel the Hindoftan,

which was exempted from all duties laid year in

confequence of its having brought Lord Macart-

ney’s fuite and the prefents intended for the

Emperor. My prefumption indeed was not un-

reasonable, Since we were told, over and over

again, that we were held in much higher efteem

than the Englifh Embaffy. It is alfo juft that the

Chinefe Monarch fhould give Some proofs of

mag-
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magnanimity, when he receives teftimonies of*

the high confideration he infpires, and of Euro-

pean generality. And this facrifice ought to coft

him the lefs, when the homage paid him from

the extremities of the globe is witnelfed by the

envoys of neighbouring nations, who can teftify

that the renown of the Chinefe Empire extends

to the mod diftant people upon earth.

The Dutch Embafty will coft the Imperial

treafury at Ieaft eighty thoufand taels (fix hun-

dred thoufand livres, or twenty-five thoufand

pounds), all the expences of our journey from

Canton to Pe king and back again, befides thofe

of carriage, being defrayed by the government.

But is that paying too dear for this tribute of

refpe£tful affe£tion.

26th. About the hour of noon, the Naa-fart

^

tayen came to our hotel and paid a vifit to the

Ambaffador, who converfed with him on a va-

riety of fubje£ls. His Excellency begged him to

thank the Prime Mfnifter for the favour which he

had inclined the Emperor to grant, of exempting

from all duties the (hip that brought him to

China, and to afk, as a new mark of kindnefs,
/

that we might return by w ater, in order to avoid

the great fatigue we had experienced in our way

to
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to Pi-king. The Mandarin promifed to execute

both thefe commiffions.

The Ambaffador added, that our mechanift

would put to rights the interefting pieces of me-

dian ifm we had brought with us ; but that he

ltill required the affiftance of one or two Mif-

iionaries, it not being poffible for him to avail

himfelf of the fervices of the Chinefe, whofe

language he does not underftand. The Naa-fan-

tayen made anfwer, that the Miffionaries were

employed at that moment ; but that they fliould

come and affift M. Petit Pierre in a few days.

The AmbafTador, fliewing this Mandarin a'

fuperb lilver temple, entreated him to offer it, in

his name, to the Voo-tchong-tang, as a teflimony

of his efteem. He confented to make the offer,

but added that the Prime Minifter would refufe

the temple, as well as every other prefent, be-

caufe it would ill become him to accept any

thing from perfons who had undertaken fo long

and fatiguing a journey in order to pay their

refpects to the Emperor. Neither would any

other Mandarin confent to receive prefents

without an exprefs permiffion from his Majelty.

This
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This converfation being finifhed, the Man-

darin, after taking leave of his Excellency, came

into my apartment to look at fomething or other,

and 1 afterwards attended him as far as the flreet

door.

Shortly after came one of our court conduc-

tors to acquaint the Ambaffador and me that we
are to repair to the palace to-morrow morning

at three o’clock, in order to be prefent when

his Majefty fets off for the temple to offer his

annual tribute to the Almighty, in quality of

Sovereign Sacrificer of the whole Empire. As
his Majefty is to pafs four and twenty hours at

the temple, he added that it would be neceffary

to be alfo at the palace the day after to-morrow,

when he is to return.

I alfo learned from him that we, as well as all

the perfons who are to accompany us, are to

hold ourfelves in readinefs to let off for Yuen-

viing-yuen about the 1 8th of the moon (the 30th

of this month), his Majefty waffling to give us a

reception peculiarly gracious, and to lhew us

every thing curious that the place contains.

I communicated all thcfe things to the Am-
baffador.

27th. Although
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27th. Although we were prepared at the hour

Appointed yefterday, it was neverthelefs half pad:

five when we fet off for the palace. We were con-

ducted to the fouth fquare where I was on the

19th of this month ; and were defired to walk

into ope of the apartments fituated under the

lateral galleries, where we remained till feven

o’clock, when we were taken back to the

fquare.

The day-light at the time laft-mentioned af-

fording me a good view of it, I obferved that thft

building oppofite the fouth gate of the palace

is neither more nor lefs than the great gate of

the fouth external wall, which, according to the

fignification of its name Uum-moen
,
has five paf-

fages. The middle one is the loftieft and wideft.

The lateral ones next to it, although fmaller than

this, are however much larger than the two at

the fides. The building that I took before for the

gate of the temple of the Emperor’s anceftor’s*

is nothing but a gate leading to a fquare or ef-

planade to the eaftward, in which that temple is

fituated. I could now perceive the roof of it

overlooking the edifices that ftand on the weft

fide, as well as the trees by which it is fur-

rounded*

Vol. I, S l alfo
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I alfo perceived that this eaftern gate is exactly

in front of that to the weft by which we entered,

and that they were fimilar and fymmetrical

buildings.

On the fquare fouth of the palace ftand two

bafes or pedeftals of marble fupporting four ftiort

columns. On the capital of the eaftern one is a

machine which fhews the age of the moon, while

upon that to the weft is a circular dial with two

faces. It is inclined, and fo contrived, that at

fun-rife the hours are marked by the projection of

the gnomon upon the under fide ; but when the

fun has gained a greater elevation, the time of

the day is indicated upon the upper furface.

**

This fquare or court yard, which is very long,

is entirely paved ; but with this peculiarity, that

in the crofs formed by the two lines which lead

to the four gates looking to the four cardinal

points of the compafs, the pavement, compofed

of large hewn ftones, is raifed five inches above

the reft of the fquare, upon a width of twenty-

five feet.

At half paft feven the Emperor arrived in his

habit of Sovereign Sacrificer. He was feated in

a very large and very lofty chair, made in the

fliape
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fliape of a temple* and carried by two and

thirty Coulis. This chair was followed by

his ufual palanquin. We performed no other

ceremony than that of kneeling down at

the moment that his Imperial Majefty was

palling by*

The Monarch was preceded by a long train of

fervants on horfeback, each of whom carried

fomething of ufe to him, either for his perfon or

the ceremony he was about to perform. In the

firft place was a yellow folding chair, and a low

table of the fame kind, both richly gilt ; then

two great vafes of wrought gold
j two boxes

full of betel ; four great difhes or deep bafons,

and two more boxes containing perfumes, the

whole alfo of gold. Each of the bearers of thefe

various things had a ftrap which paffed round

his neck, and which ferved him to hold them by.

In this ceremony the Emperor has fome re-

fcmblance to the High Prielt of the Jews, who
entered once a year, drelfed with the greateft

magnificence, into the Holy of Holies, there to

offer an expiatory facrifice in the name of the

whole Hebrew nation.

S 2 The
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The procefllon took the road of the external

fouth gate, but before his Majedy had reached it,

we were taken away and re-condu6led to our

lodgings.

After paffing through the weflern gate, on the

outfide of which is a large paved court, I re-

marked exa£tly in front of it a place walled

round, with a gate of three paflages, clofed by

folding doors painted red, and duck full of large

brafs nails. In this inclofure is a building,

which I prefume to be dedicated to the philo-

fopher Kong-fou-tfu (Confucius), becaufe I pre-

ceded above the wall feveral roofs of temples

furrounded with trees.

North of this inclofed fpace is a very wide

canal, running eaft and well, and another Hill

wider under the weftern wails of the palace, be-

ginning at the well gate and running northward

for at lead a mile.

\

It was about eight o’clock when we returned

to our hotel. About half an hour afterwards a

prcfent was brought us from the Emperor for

our breakfalt, confiding of a difli of cold boiled

meat, and a plate of balls of meal, boiled

alfo. This prefent will appear dill more incre-

dible
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dible if I enter into farther details. The meat

confifted of a bit of the ribs, upon which there

was hardly the thicknefs of half an inch of lepn

flefh
;
a fmall bone of the fhoulder with fcarcely

any meat upon it at all ; and four or five other

bones belonging to the back or feet of a fheep,

and appearing to have been already gnawed.

All this difgufting collettion was upon a dirty

di(h, and feemed rather fitting for the meal of a

dog than the repaft of a man. In Holland, the

worft of beggars would receive a more cleanly

pittance at an hofpital
; and yet it is a mark of

honour fhewn by an Emperor to an AmbafTador!

Perhaps it was even the leavings of the Monarch,

and in that cafe, according to the opinion of the

Chinefe, it was the greateft favour that could be

conferred, fince we had it in our power to gnaw
the bone that his Majefty had begun to clean. I

fhould certainly have preferred partaking of any

other dainty bit rather than this unfavoury frag-

ment. From this trait the reader may form an

idea of the civility of the people of China. The
Emperor is no doubt ignorant of thefe difgufting

proceedings
; but at any rate the maitres d'hotel

fhould take care that his prefents appear in a

more cleanly fliape, efpecially when they are in-

tended for foreigners.
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On the other hand it appears that all this is

the effeft of cuftora, for they pay quite as little

attention to cleanlinefs in the other details of the

table. When there is any want of plates or

difhes they do nothing but turn thofe that have

been already ufed, in order to throw the remnants

upon the firft table that comes to hand, without

troubling themfelves about its being clean or

dirty. Such is the politenefs of the officers of a

court where one of the molt important tribunals

is that or ceremonies.

Our Mechanift, Petit Pierre, began this day to v

repair the handfome pieces of mechanifm that

have been injured. That young man is really

very fkilful in every thing belonging to mecha-.

nics and watch making.

28th. His Excellency and I repaired to the

palace at four o’clock in the morning, and ftaid

there in the fame apartment as yefterday till fiXj

when we were conduced to the fouth fquare.

The Emperor was not long before he made his

appearance in his way back from the Temple of

Ideaven, which is fituated at the fouthern ex-i

tremity of the fpburbs at ten li (a league’s) difk

tance from the palace. He was in his ufuaf

palanquin, carried by fixtecn Coulis, and repaired

immediately
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Immediately to his apartments. We then re-

tired, and at feven o’clock got back to our hotel.

It would be not a little irkfome to European

courtiers if the princes there adopted the cuftom

of giving their audience and expediting affairs

of ffate at the break of day. It is probable that

their levees would not be fo much crouded as at

prefent, and that the fame difplay of luxury

would not be feen on the part of thofe who only

go that they may be able to fay they have ap-

peared at court.

I am far myfelf from approving of the Chinefe

cuftom. In fummer, indeed, it may not be found

difagreeable to rife before the fun, and thus avoid

the heat of his rays; but how hard is it in

winter, and in the middle of the night, when
the cold is fevere and piercing, to leave a warm
bed to go and encounter the inclemency of the

air. It is, accordingly, with extreme repug-

nance that we fubmit to this neceffity to which

we are here condemned.

Neither upon this occafion, nor during any of

the other ceremonies at which the Emperor was

prefent, did I ever fee a military guard. There

is not even a guard-houfe at the gates of the

S 4
'

.
palace,
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palace, which are entrufted to the foie care of a

little Mandarin and a few other individuals ap-

pointed for that purpofe. Any one would natu-

rally expert to find a fmall army in the Imperial

refidence, but he will fee nothing like it. I can

affirm, that in all my walks through the city 1

never met with any thing military except a

fmall guard-houfe, occupied by ten foldiers,

under the command of an officer, who falls into

the ranks himfelf, as ferjeants do in Holland,

At the gates of the city there are, perhaps, thirty

or forty men, commanded by an officer of higher

rank.

I wras not a little furprized to fee fo few

troops, after having been affiured laft year, by

one of the perfons of the Engliffi Embafly (Cap-

tain Mackintofh) that the effective army of the

Chinefe empire amounted to eighteen hundred

thoufand men. Perhaps it is requifite to go into

Tartary to fee them
;

for I fought in vain during

my journey to difcover a fufficient number tq

juftify my adopting any fuch eftynate.

In the cities of the firfi: and fecond order we

found as many as two hundred and fifty foldiers,

and in thofe of - the third order feldom more than

half the'number. This calculation is founded

4 upor\
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upon the whole garrifon turning out under arms

in the cities we went through
;
and in thofe that

we only approached, all the military were in

like manner drawn up while we pafled, in order

to add to the parade of our reception. Reafon-

ing upon thefe data, drawn from circumdances

in which it was more natural for the Chinefe to

feek to add to than diminifh their difplay of

force, and taking into the account all the cities

of the three orders, all. the forts, and all the mili-

tary polls of the .fifteen provinces of the Chinefe

empire, wTe fhould hardly fuppofe at the outfide

more than eight hundred thoufand men.

Yellerday and to-day there were at lead two

hundred horfemen mounted, who either pre-

ceded or followed the Emperor, but they were

confufcdly mixed with the reft of the procellion.

In the number was a fcore of archers, con-

founded alfo with the other individuals, The
reft of the train confided of Mandarins and of

fervants of the Emperor,

This court is then the only one even in Ada
where the chief of the nation is not furrounded

and prote&ed by a formidable military guard.

The confidential guards of the Emperor of China

arc eunuchs, who alone are charged with the

protection



2 66 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH

protection and police of the interior of the pa-

lace ; of that place where he is really domelti-

cated with his wives and children.

As to the horfes, of which during thefe few

days pad; we have feen a great number, I cannot

forbear making them the fubjeft of a few ob-

fervations.

They are very numerous in the northern pro-

vinces of China, but they are in general final?.

A horfe of tolerable fize is an uncommon thing,

and a truly handfome horfe a rarity. This want

of beauty in the horfe is perhaps attributable to

the little care the Chinefe take of the fpecies.

They are very feldom either rubbed down,

wafhed, or curry-combed. The faddle is put

upon them in the dirty date they are in when

they come out of the dables, which are alfo kept

in very bad order. I have feen fome ot the prin-

cipal Mandarins mount a horfe without caring

whether he were dredcd or not. 1 have fome-

times even remarked that the horfe’s tail was

clotted with dirt, which adhered the more

drongly owing to the frod, and which it was not

thought worth while to remove. From thefe

fa£ts l am led to conclude that this valuable

smimal is here abandoned to himfelf, and that his

nourilhment;
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nourifhment is no more than fufficient to enable

him to work. My reader will then, no doubt,

be of opinion with me, that the fate of a horfe

in China is exceedingly hard.

Palanquins are very unfrequent in the capital ;

few make ufe of them except the principal Mi-

nifters of ftate and the great Mandarins, when
they go out of Pe-king. The ufual vehicle is a

fmall cart, with only room for one perfon. It is

drawn by a fingle horfe, and the upper part is

covered with blue or black fluff. The Royal

Family itfelf, and the Grandees of the Empire,

make ufe of fimilar carts, but they are then co-

vered with cloth of an olive-green colour. The
entrance is almofl always in front, and the feat is

nothing more than a cufhion laid fiat at the

bottom of the carriage.

The private carts of the Mandarins have gene-

rally a little door at the fide. Thefe carriages

are not calculated for any but Chinefe. To
Europeans they are exceedingly fatiguing, owing

to the continual jumps they make over the pave-

ment. I get into them as feldom as poflible,

chufing rather to walk when I am going no

farther than th<? palace. Many Mandarins, par-

ticularly of the military clafs, make ufe of faddle

horfes
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horfes inftead of carts, whether going to court of

clfevvhere,
t

Tills morning his Majefty fent us a piece of

raw pork for our table. At noon, or thereabout,

the Naa-fan-tayen waited upon his Excellency to

thank him, in the name of the Prime Minifter,

for his offer of prefents, and to intimate that he

cannot accept them. His Excellency upon this

obferved to the Mandarin, that as thefe prefents

were fent by the Stadtholder and the Dutch

Company, the refufal of them would be a fort of

difgrace to us
;
and that we therefore requefted

him to repeat this obfervation to the Voo-tchong-

tang, and to entreat him anew to receive the

prefents, more efpecially as at the time of the

former Dutch Embaffies they had not been re-

fufed by the then Prime Minifter.

The Naa-fan-tayen promifed to execute our

commiffion, though well allured that it would be

of no avail, becaufe} according to him, neither

the Voo-ichong-tang nor any other Minifter will

confent to receive any thing whatever, but

would rather offer us fomething as a tcftimony

of their gratitude for the trouble we have taken,

and the fatigue we have undergone during the

Embaffy,

This
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This Mandarin, after having taken leave of

the Ambaffador, had a fhort converfation with

M. Petit Pierre concerning watches. He then

went away attended by me again as far as the

inner door.

In the afternoon we were informed that it

would be neceffary to go to-morrow morning, at

four o’clock, to the palace, in order to breaktaft

in the Emperor’s apartments. We had alfo

notice to hold ourfelves in readinefs to fet off

the day after to-morrow at noon for Yusa-

ming-yuen.

2.9th. We fet off for the palace at four o’cfock,

being conveyed in little carts to a fmall didance

beyond the noble done bridge of which I made

mention on the ioth and nth of this month.

There we took the fouth fide of the ftreet, op-

pofite a great gate with three paffages, clofed by

folding doors painted red, and ornamented with

brafs knobs. Having palled through this gate,

we found ourfelves in a large fquare planted

with cedars and other trees, under which we
walked for fome time. We were then con-

ducted to a little apartment near a pagoda, there

to wait the Emperor’s coming.

When
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When it was broad day-light, but before the

rifmg of the fun, we were defired to leave that

apartment in order to go into a little garden,

where the ground was entirely prepared for cul-

tivation. There we waited near a large and

magnificent building till the Monarch fhouldO O i

appear.

I foon perceived that we were in the fame

place where we had feen the fkaters perform

their exercife on the 12th, but we were to-day

to the weftward of the frozen pond, inftead of

being to the fouth -eaft. We perceived a few

ikaters upon the ice.

Soon after fun-rife the Emperor came in his

common chair, carried by eight Coulis. While he

was palling we knelt down, but without faluting

him. His Majefty, thus carried, entered the

building, where he was received by the two

principal Minifters, who had arrived on horfe-

back fome time before.

We were then conducted towards a great

flight of freps on the eaftern lide of the building,

which led us towards a paved fquare, fituated

fouth of it, and entirely furrounded by a ftone

baluftrade, having to the fouth three flights of

fteps.
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ftsps, which ferve as a defcent into the garden.

The building, which is two dories high, is ex-

actly fimilar to that which is fituated in the in-

terior of the palace, and which I defcribed to the

reader on the 20th of this month. The falooii,

called Tfe-quon-cok, the throne and the inftru-

ments of mufic, all retraced the idea of the

former place. The preparations were alfo the

fame, as well as the manner of placing the

guefts and their little tables, except that to-day,

inftead of fifty difhes, they could only boalt of

four, namely, rice, broth, bones of meat, and

balls of meal.

The Emperor having feated himfelf upon his

throne, all the guefts paid him the falute of

honour, and afterwards fat down upon their

cufhions. After having ate fomething his Ma-

jetty fcnt a fmall dilli from his table to us in

particular. It contained cakes of meal, which I

found excellent.

While we were eating, a vocal and inftru-

mental concert was executed. Among the

fingers I remarked a very ftout man, whofe voice

was the deepeft bafs I ever heard in my life,

wrhile the purity of the found was aftonilhing.

He reminded me that I had heard about thirty

,
yeajs
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years ago, at Amfterdam, three famous Jews*

brothers, one of whom was very celebrated for

his bafs voice 3 but this Chinefe furpafifed him

very much.

The repaft being over, a cup of the milk of

Beans
(
Catjang

)
was brought to each gueft, but

it was fo burnt that it was impoiTible to drink it.

Soon after the Corean Ambaffadors and we were

defired to rife in order to approach the throne,

oppofite which w7e repeated the ceremonies per-

formed on the 20th. We received from the

hands of the Emperor a cup of Chinefe Samfout

after which his Excellency and I made the falute

of honour with our hats on.

As foort as we had refumed our feats fome

buffoons entered, among whom was a little boy

who performed upon the top of a bamboo the

only tricks dcferving of notice.

Shortly after his Majefty rofe, and retired

towards the palace. We were then defired to

walk dowrn the fouth ffeps into the garden,

where a large yellow tent was pitched over three

long tables. On thefe tables were wooden

trays containing prefents for all the Envoys

who aflifled at the entertainment. They

were
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were diftributed by the three firft Colaos or

Minifters of State, and delivered to each of us

individually.

I favv to-day, for the firft time, among thofe

Minifters the Aa-tchong-tang, who is fo far ad-

vanced in years that his beard is entirely white.

To the prefents made us one was added for

Prince the Stadtholder. It is a kind of Chinefe

fccptre made of a beautiful tranfparent green

ftone, refembling agate, and called by the Chinefe

Fitz-auy. This curiofity of admirable workman-

fhip, and the higheft polilh, valued at two thou-

fand dollars, was accompanied by fifty-five rolls

of different kinds of filk, which were delivered to

the Ambaffador. He then received for himfelf

twenty-five rolls of ftuffs of various qualities
; 1

had eight ; there were forty more for the five

gentlemen in the fuite of the Embaffy
; and alfo

feventy-two pieces of Panehe (thin filk) ; and

feventy-two pieces of Nam-king for the Meehan ill

and the feventeen foldiers and fervants. A falute

of honour expreffed our thanks, and then the

whole was delivered to the Mandarins, our con*

duftors, in order that they might take care to

convey it to our hotel.

The ceremony being over the Voo-tchong-tang

Vol. I. T caufcd
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caufed it to be intimated to us, that his Majefty

had ordered the Naa-fan-tayen to take us to fee

fome of the temples and edifices within the pre^

cin£ts of the palace. We defired the interpreter

to exprefs our grateful feelings for this favour of

the Emperor, and fet off under the guidance of

the obliging Mandarin.

We went back over the bridge, which I have

feveral times had occafion to mention, and to the

northward of which we entered the palace by an

immenfe gate.

We were conducted in the firft place towards

the temple of Houing-on-tfu , the great God of the

Lamas
;
a fe£t of which the prefent Emperor is

the declared proteftor. This temple confifts of

two edifices, one fituated at the foot of a mount,

the other on its fummit. The firft is built in

the Chinefe fafhion, and the fecond according to

the tafte of the Lamas, that is to fay, that its

fquare bafement is furmounted by a lofty cir-

cular dome, which is itfelf terminated by a long

pyramid of excellent workmanlhip, and ending

in a point, the extremity of which is covered by

a crefcent. The idol placed in the lower temple

is of great height, gilt all over, and fitting upon a

pufhion. It i§ a coloffal flatue, the face expreff-
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ing pleafure and gaiety, the charadteriftics of the

idol of fenfuality among the Chinefe.

From -the temple fituated at the foot of the

mount we proceeded through a door in the back

part to a flight of a hundred and twenty fteps of

gentle afcent, which led us to the upper temple.

On all fides of the fquare bafement which

fupports the dome of the latter is a large gallery,

furrounded by a baluftrade. From this point

of light the eye difcovers without obftacle the

vaft extent of Pe-king
,
of which the profpedt is

really furprifing, both on account of the immenfe

fpace covered by the city, and of the view af-

forded by the whole of the palace, and by an

infinite number of edifices and buildings of all

kinds. Unfortunately it was a very early hour

of the morning, and a thick fog arofe, which

prevented our feeing fo well as we could have

wilhed. Befidcs there was no proportion

between the time required to examine every

thing, and that which we were permitted to

employ. It was from this elevated fpot that I

perceived for the firlt time, that the lodging afi-

ligned to us is within the outer walls of the palace.

We were dcfired to remark from the gallery

©f the upper temple the place where the lafl:

T 2. Emperor
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Emperor of the Chinefe dynafty hung himfelf.

It is a little rifing ground or mount, fituated

within the fecond inclofure of the palace, and

called King-tching. On the fummit of this rifing

ground, over the tomb of the unfortunate Mo-
narch, an open hexagonal pavilion has been built.

The outfide of the fquare bafement of the pa-

goda of Houin-on-tfu is entirely coated with bricks,

exhibiting figures in relief, in the midftof which

Is a deep niche containing the image of a Jos in

hajjo-relievo. The bricks have a green edging,

but the niche and image are yellow. The whole

appears to be enamelled. Hence the reader may

judge of the magnificent appearance made by

the whole edifice.

Within the temple itfelf, which is formed by

this fquare, fiands upon an altar an idol monflrous

in its form, but of fmall ftature, lince it is not

more than five feet high. Its head is mifhapen,

and it has a number ot arms and legs of bronze,

call altogether in a mafterly manner. Before the

altar are four fluffed tygers in a fitting poflure ;

and along the walls are fufpended bows, arrows,

and other attributes of hunting. The door, the

pillars, and the window-frames of the temple

are of bronze likewife, and are embelliflied by

art ia a way highly deferving of praife.

Above
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Above this fquare edifice Hands, as I have

already faid, the dome, the bottom of which is of

lefs extent than the fquare bafement itfelf, and

Which, after a contraction or neck, rifes, in-

creafing in fize, and terminates ill a feftion of a

fphere. On the centre of this dome Hands a

bronze fpire or point, ornamented with a fef-

toon, furmounted by a crefcent, richly gilt.

After having admired all thefe details, and every

thing elfe about this temple, and after having

indulged our eyes with a view of fuch a variety

of objects, we proceeded along a private road,

made at the back of the hill, in which we now
and then met with pieces of rock. It brought

us to a third temple of Chinefe confirmation, con-

taining a female idoL

Upon quitting this lafi temple, we were de-

fined to feat ourfelves upon a lied, which carried

us acrofs the ice to another edifice. This is of

a circular form, and built upon the margin of

the water, with an open gallery, commanding a

noble view when the eve is directed acrofs the
J

pond, which is here of confiderable width, to

feveral buildings erefted on the oppofite tide.

I obferved befides five pavilions fituated on

the pond, all magnificent firu£tures. The middle,

T 3 and
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and principal one, has a roof of three divifi&nff-

or (lories terminating in a point. The two pa^

vilions next this centre one have double roofs,

while the two others have (ingle roofs of an acute

form. Like that of the middle pavilion, all thefe

roofs are richly ornamented, and covered with

yellow varnilhed tiles. In (hort, the whole ap-

pearance of thefe five pavilions, exquifitely gilt,

and embelliihed with red and green varnilh, is

truly extraordinary. It is there that the Em-

peror goes in the hammer with his wives to fith,

or to be prelent at dome party of pleafure. The

middle pavilion is defiiined folely for the Em-
peror, while the four others are inhabited by his-

wives, the courtiers, and the other perfons iiv

his Majefty’s fervice.' Thefe pavilions are called

Uum long-1hang.

On quitting the circular building, we returned

to the (led, which conveyed us again acrofs the

lake. When we reached the other fide we got

out in order to vifit another temple, called Kik-

lok-tfay-kay

.

In the centre of it is an artificial

rock, the top'of which afcends to thereof, while

its bafe covers the greater part of the inner fur-

face of the temple. This rock is planted with

trees, and is embelliihed with artificial flowers.

A great number of Jos are placed in cavities left

W different parts ; while a winding and narrow

path
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path leads through the dones, by irregular deps,

to the fummit, where (lands the principal idol

reprefenting a woman.

We afcended to the top of the rock, and found

it much higher than we had imagined. Another

path, leading alfo round the rock, but in a

contrary direction, brought us down again. It

mud be confefled that this imitation exadtly re-

sembles nature ; that every part of it difcovers

good tade ; and that it is very well worth feeing.

Thence we were conducted to the temple Man-

fat-ten, which is three dories high, each of them

confiding of an immenfe room full of altars and.

idols. This temple is called the pagoda of ten

thoufand idols. Among the principal gilt datues

Standing upon altars there are three in each dory»

exceedingly large, and fix fmaller. The walls

all round the temple are full of little niches ; and

in every niche, as well as between the deps, is

the image of a Jos, in bronze, about fix inched

high. This temple is then not a little extra-

ordinary* and has a fingular ededt upon the eye.

We examined the three dories with a great

deal of attention, and found the edifice to be of

conliderable elevation. The upper dory is as

handfomc as the lower, except that the latter

can
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can boatl of two beautiful towers, about fevefib

teen or eighteen inches high. They are made of

dark-coloured wood, and are wrought with ad-

mirable delicacy and fkill, the plates and orna-

ments of fdver, with which they are enriched,

making' a very pleafmg contrail: with the colour

of the wood. They are placed on the ground

in twro angles of the room.

In each room or flory, oppofite the altar, are

vafes of bronze of the moil finifhed workman-

Ihip, with perfumes burning in them. There

are other vafes alfo intended for religious cere-

monies, and highly deferving the attention of the.

curious.

We quitted this temple, in order to go to that

called Tay-Jay-tin, where the principal image re-

prefents a woman fitting, and is more than thirty

cobidos high*. Its head is compofed of an af-

femblage of fix faces, turned fix different ways -

7

while, from two well proportioned arms, proceed

five hundred other arms on each fide. Above

the head, or rather the heads is a pyramid which

appears to contain, at leaft, five hundred little

heads.

Before and upon the fides of the altar are two
•ij

,

•

* About thirty-five French feet. (Fr, Ed,)

tower*-.
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towers, ftanding on the ground, fnperior, in

beauty, to thofe of the temple of ten thoufand

idols. Like them they are odtagonal, and of

nine {lories, but are made of bronze, and, as we
were allured, caft in a fingle piece. They are

fix feet and a half diameter at their bafe, and

about fifteen feet high. The work is open, with

chafed ornaments, and a thoufand curious de-

tails. They are fo highly finifhed that the mod
fkilful European artift might be proud of having'

executed them, fuppofmg them even to confift

of feveral pieces.

By the fide of thefe towers are alfo two pretty

large temples of bronze, ornamented infide and

out with beautiful chafed work, and with ftones,

fuitable to facrcd purpofes*, which, as well as the

temples themfelves, would be well worthy the at-

tention of the mod fkilful artift.

The confecrated vefTels of bronze for the ufe

of the temples are, in general, admirably

wrought in bas relief, and with fo much delicacy

in the details, that to difcover all their beauties,

it is neceftary to examine them clofely, and with

the moft fcrupulous attention. All the pagodas

contain a great number of thofe veftels.

Dcs perres analogues a I'xfqgc dcs temples.
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We afterwards afcended, by a flaircafe, to the

fecond dory, which only forms a kind of gallery j

becaufe the coloflal idol of which I have juft

fpoken rifes above it, and patfes through the

middle of the floor.

Upon the whole, thefe temples, both within

and without, are decorated with a richnefs bor-

dering upon profufion. The ornaments of fculp-

ture are covered with fucli brilliant gilding, and

fuch lively colours, that they are alfonithingly

fplendid and magnificent. His Excellency ac-

cordingly confefled that he had never feen any

thing either fo beautiful, or fo fumptuous, in the

temples of japan*.

All the avenues which lead to thefe edifices,

and all the intervals between them, are laid out

with exquifite tafte. Sometimes we met with a

rock ; fometimes wdth places full of ftones and

pebbles ; all thefe irregularities united, imitating

thofe of nature, with an art which no other nation

can equal.

In going from the fecond to the third temple,
-m

* The Dutch AmbafTador, M. ‘Tilling, rcfided a long time

in Japan, and even employed himfelf in acquiring informatiorf

concerning that intcrefting country, the language of which he

uniierftands. (Fr . Ed.)

we
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paffed under a great and beautiful triumphal

arch, with three wide openings, lituated near the

edge of the pond at the entrance of the paved

court of the temple Tay-fay-ten. The fupports or

pededals of this triumphal arch conlift of large

pieces of marble, fculptured in a maderly man-'

ner. The part which furmounts them, and which

is of mafonry, is entirely covered with varnilh of

different colours, feeming to indicate bricks of

different tints, and harmonizing in the mod agree-

able manner. This triumphal arch is befides

richly ornamented in parts with fculpture and

gilding. It is covered with yellow varnilhed tiles.

We were abundantly convinced this morning,

by the light of fo many curious things, that China

has formerly produced men of great genius, fup-

pofing that there be none alive at the prefen t day.

•

From the lad pagoda, we were taken back

upon the ded, over the pond,' towards the eadern

fide, where we alighted. There the Naa-fan-iayen

took, leave of us, and we returned on foot to our

hotel, which was nearer to the gate through which

we palfcd in our way to it, than to the fouth lids

of the palace. It was half pad eleven when we

returned after this entertaining excurfion.

This favour of the Emperor is another manifelt
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proof that our Embaffy is agreeable to him, fine#

no trace is to be found in the hiftory of preceding

ones of the like being ever granted to an Am-
baffador. The fame may be faid of our journey

to-morrow to his fummer palace, efpecially as the

Monarch fets off himfelf to pafs fome time there.

We received notice to repair early to-morrow

morning to the palace to fee his Majefty fet off,

and to hold ourfelves in readinefs to follow him

in the afternoon.

In palling through the flreet to return to our

lodgings, we perceived that yellow fand was

already flrewing in it, and that it was preparing

for the Emperor’s paifage.

Every day the Erects are fvVept by a kind of

imperial flaves kept for that purpofe. There are

no lefs than four thoufand of them at Pe-king,

where they are highly necelfary to keep the city

in a cleanly date.

30th. At five o'clock in the morning, we got

ittto our little carts, which conveyed us beyond

the bridge fomewhat farther than yefterday.

We alighted, and went into the fhop of a dealer

in furs, where we remained till day-break. We
were then taken into the Erect, where, fhortly

X after.
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after, we faw his Imperial Majefty pafs, borne by

eight Coulis, in his ufual fedan-chair. We knelt

down while he paffed, and perceived by a look

he call upon us, that we were not unobferved.

The Emperor’s retinue was confiderable. He
was followed by a great number of palanquins

and carts ; but the principal part of his train

confifted of men mounted on horfes and mules.

The latter, in the environs of Pe-king
,
are large

and handfome animals, and appear to be in

higher eftimation than horfes.

After the crowd was gone by, we got into

our carriages again, in order to return to our

hotel, whither the Mandarins came at an early

hour to haften our departure for the countrv.

Our baggage being already packed up it was

font off before us j and having dined at noon,

we fet off in little carts at one o’clock in the

afternoon.

Driving to the northward for about four

minutes, we turned to the weftward at the corner

of our ftreet, and palled the bridge. After goin^

a little way round we entered a long ftreet, and,

going a full trot ftill to the weftward for a quarter

of an hour, paffed the outer gate of the palace

galled the gate of Tfay- on.

As
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As foon as out of this gate, we turned again to

the north, and drove down a ftreet wide and

flraight like the laft, and paved in the middle.

At the end of fifteen minutes we turned a corner,

entered another fireet, and, driving to the weft*

ward, found ourfelves in fifteen minutes more at

file gate of the city called the gate of Tfay-chec.

Thus in fifty minutes were we conveyed from our

hotel to the extremity of the city.

In the laft ftreet but one, we met fix great

elephants coming into Pe-king, having almoft all

long but (lender teeth. They were a prefent fent

to his Majefty by a great Mandarin redding on

the weftern frontiers.

Beyond the gate of Tfay chec the ftreets of

the fuburbs are not fpacious, but on each hand

are as handfome fliops as in the interior of the

city. The fronts of mod of them are ornamented

with exquifite carved-work, refplendent with

<r ildin 2: of the richeft kind. On both fidesof the

way are alfo tents, in which haberdalhers and

other tradefmen expofe all forts of wares to the

view of the public.

In thefe fireets there were a great many

women. We alfo met with a confiderable num-

ber in little carts, fome of whom were very

agreeable in perfon.

• I thought
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I thought I perceived that many of thefe young

ladies were upon an amorous pilgrimage : in the

firft place, becaufe they had an old duenna fitting

at the fore part of the cart, and alfo becaufe at the

moment our carriages were palling one another,

they fuffered themfelves to be looked at with a

freedom equal to the curiofity with which they

gazed upon us. They even lifted up entirely

the curtain in the front of their carriage ; and as

married women would never dare to allowr them-

felves fuch liberties, I am the more ftrongly con-

firmed in my opinion.

I he gate by which we went out of Peking

is exactly fimilar to that by which we. entered it

on the fouth fide, on the ioth of this month. It is

furmounted by an edifice, and prote£ted by a

bafiion on the outer fide.

In the lafl fireet before we came to the trateO

of the city, we crofted a very wide bridge of a

fingle arch, with a fione baluftrade on each fide

;

this bridge inclines me to fuppofe that a canal

or ftream of water runs through the city.

There were a great many windings in the road

without Pe-king
,
but in general it takes a north-

weft direction. The middle is paved with hewn

(tones like that by which we entered the city

QU
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on the 9th of the prefent month. There are alfo

trees on each fide
;
and we met with habitations

and villages at fmall diftances from one another.

We had been goin£ for fifty minutes at a fullo O J

trot, when we flopped at a place called Uoitime ,

fituated at ten li from Yuen-ming-yuen. A very-

good and tolerably fpacious lodging had been

prepared for us there. We took poffefhon of it,

and fhortly afterwards our baggage arrived.

Our conductor informed us upon our firft

leaving the city, that his Excellency and I mull

be ready to-morrow morning at an early hour to

go and breakfall at court, and congratulate the

Emperor upon his arrival in the country. It

appears then that we (hall be no more exempt

here than at Pe-king from thofe ceremonies which

precede the dawn of day.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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