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UMY TVWENTIFIVE YEARS IN TIANAD.

; , LT T

(New"York. The MacMi; .an Company, ‘1945)

Jne §ian IMcideat : ‘N
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Pages 264, 265, 266, 257, 268 und 259,
\
The Younz Mershal. was a paclert }n a Palnias hospitzsl when

- the Japanese staged the so-called Munchurian ®in2ideni® and seized
- - Mukden on the night ci Sapreunor 18, 19312 nence hls trocns in tne

- Vicinity of the Manctivrlan -capital offeren lisvle vesizituice to She
invaders on that farveful occagion, aftar serving 1n various vouis
under the Nanking tovernment, the Yoing Marshsl was appointed direc-
tor of the so-cslled "bandit-suppressicn! headguarteis in socutiiern
S8hensl Province, wherc nis chief joh vas to wabeh cver the activities
of the Chinese Zorrunizts, vho were .again becomlng troubliesoms 1n the
nortnwests The Yo'inz Narsnnl hod a ¢#49voce of 130,000 trcoos, made up
largely of remnants cf defected Manchuriian armies, There were also
collected at hls hendquarters severn). hundred siudents and fteachers
who had been forczd tc leave Manchuelia, due to she waclesale closing
of the schodls by the Japanese. Since most of his fortune was i'ie
vested in Menchwrian lesis, forests, and mines which h=5 been seized
by the Japanece army. tha Yeung Marshal zoon forrd Winscl? in strait-
ened circumstances aié forces Lo dapend upern the Fanxing Government
for funds. The resalt was that hils troons were poor.y paid and his
schools and governmentzl departments impoverished, €

L]

It had been known for scveral monihs that instead of opposing
the Reds; the Yecung ¥eiranel’s forces wepe Frafamizing #lth than and
permitting them to wrvead anta No #ines projegaania among the peopie in
hils terriicry. Generallssine Chio.g Xad-srak pacd consistently opposed
a palicy i conciliatlion towa': iz Coinese Sommunisas sianse tae :

“originel break betwcen the Xunmintang and the ileds at Sranghzi, Nan
kinz, and Realow In 1527. The Cenarilissime reporded the Chinese
Reds as crestures of the Museow Coaintern and refused to negetiate
vith them so long as they malatzined treir Rusgisn corrzcecions and
tneir indezendent position in Lid norihwest. 1t »as thoupht that
the Generallssimo Intended to dismiss the Young Mawrshal. as, comserder
of the anti.Communist headquarters at 8ian, and to replzaze him with
anotner mewber of his starf who would conilnue oppogitiza to the Reds.
Three days befcre the departure of the Generellssuiwo for Siat, the
Nanking Executive Yuan (Ccurieil) had adcpted a resolation rea}firming
tha® the Chinese foreign pclicsy laid down by Gencralis«ims Chiarng Kai-
shek should remain as the guiding principle of the Certrai Gevernment
and that the av“i-Communist campaign in Northwest China should he COI
tinued, Generalissimo Canlarg W&s accompeznied on the Trip to ST by

ten other high government officials, some of them arry commenders,,
, . R
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and a small bodyguard. Among the military officers was General
Chiang Ting-wen, Pacification commissioner for Fukien Province,
who was scheduled to replace the Young Marshal as commander of
the anti-Red forces in the northwest.

The northwestern frontier town of gian where the dramatilc
kidnaping of the Generalissimo and his staff was staged is about
seven hundred miles inland, due west from the shores of the Yellow
Sea. Aside from its strategic location on the ancient northwest
road connecting China and Central Asia, Sian 1s important histori-
cally as it was the seat of the Chou Dynasty, which had its begin-
nings about 1122 B.C. and continued more than eight centuries.

The classical period of Chinese history, which produced the
famous scholars Confucius, Mencius, Lao Tzu, and Mo Tzu, fell
within the Chou era, and many of the world's finest sxamples-of
ancient bronze art have come down to us from the graves of Chou
rulers in the vicinity of Sian. 1In thils area also were staged
the wars between the houses of Chou and Shang (14G0 B.C.) for
supremacy over the valleys of the Yellow River and its tributary,
Ehg wei, wherein dwelt the ancestors of the Chinese people of
oday. -

It was a fitting stage for the enactment of a modern Garama
of Asiatic politics involving the political interests of China,
Japan, and Russia, and ultimately of the entire world.

Generalissimo Chiang ¥ai-shek arrived at Sian by airplane

on December 7, and cstablished his headquarters 3t a hot-springs
resort a cho-t Aistancc outside the city. The Generalissimo was
walcomed by Shao Li-tze, Civil Governor of Shensi, a former news-
paper editor from Shanghai, who had becn appoiﬁteé to the position
by the Central Government., Civil Governor Shao had charge of the
local police force, which remaipsd loyal to the Generalissimo in
the complicated developments of the following days. It was the
rirst important political mission undertaken by the Generalissimo
in many months when he was not accompanled by his wife, Mei~-ling.

The days immediately followlng the Generalissimo's arrival
at Sian were occupled in conferences between the Generalissimo
sand his staff and the Young lfarshal, Chang Hsueh-liang and
General Yang Hu-cheng, the provincial military chieftaln. Little
was accomplished, as the Young Marshal and General Yang constantly
insisted on bringing into the confzrence local groups which demandec
immediate war against Japan., After four days of futille conversatilor
the Generalissimo informed the Young Marshal of the Government's
determination to press the campaign against’ the Communists. He
insisted that it would be suicidal to face war with Japan while the
Communist army remained in an independent position in the northwest.

- DU
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The Young Marshal and his associate, General Yang, insisted that i
would be better to accept the Reds'! terms and form a "united front'
of national resistance,

The Young Marshal insisted that the Central Government assume
responsibility for the financial support and munitioning of some
270,000 troops in the northwestern territories. He was not, how-
ever, in a position to give assurances that the "united front"
woulé accept the orders of the commander-in-chief of the Nationali:
Government. This may explain why the Young Marshal had decided to
bring the representatives of the Communists into the negotiations
with the Generalissimo.

Following a heated discussion which left the situation at a
deadlock, the Generalissimo retired to his private quariers on the
outskirts of the city, where e was protected by his small body-
guard and s contingené of local pclice,

The Young Marshal immediately called a meeting of the division-
1l commanders of his forces and those of General Yang Hu--cheng, anc
lssued secret orders to move a division of his ovnm troops and a
regiment of General Yang's troops into the environs of the city
during the night, and by daylight the coup d'!'€tat was complete
and the ecity entirely surrounded. The only resistance encountered
was from the Generalissimo!’s small bodyguard and a contingent of
loyal police at the hot-springs resort where the Generalissimo was
staying. Aroused by the firing, the Generalissimo and one of his
guards escaped from his sleeping quarters and climbed over a high
wall which surrounded the compound. He might have succeeded in
getting away had he not sprained his ankle and been forced to hide
in an ahandoned tomb, Here he was found by a young Manchurian
officer, who escorted him back to the building and ultimately to
the city, whecre he was confined in the private quarters of Gensral
Yang Hu~chezng. The Civil Governor, Shao Li-tze, who with his polic
remained loyal to the Generalissimo, was also arrested and detainoc
with Gen=ralissimo Chiang's staff officers.

The announcement of the detention of the Generalissimo createc
intense excitement throughout the city and was the signal for demor
strations, mass meetings, and parades. The city was quickly pla-
carded wi%h banners and posters denouncing the Japanese-German-
Italian Anti-Comintern Pact and demanding a "united front" against
Japan, The radicals were for a Soviet-style public trial of the
Generalissimo on the charge of prosecuting the war against the Red:
and failing to declare war on Japan. Others favored taking the
Generalissimo to some secret hiding place in the northwest and

holding him as a hostage until Nanking called off the anti-Red
war,
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Up to this point there wns no outward ranifestation of Red
participation in the rlot to kidnap the Generalissimo, But the

at Yenan and transnorted three of the Red leacders to Silan. They
were Chou En-121, Politiecal Commlssar of the First Front Red Army
and Deputy Chairman of the Red Military Ccunicil; Yeh Ghien-ying,
chief of staff of the Bdst Pront Reg Armys and Pao Ku, head of

the Red Secret Pclice. They were a companled by several secrews |
taries and assistants, Of the three Communist envoys, Chou En~laj
was remembersd as the organizer of armed laborers, strikers and
rlckets in the plot “o seize Shanghail on behalf cT the .Communists:
at the time of the Nati-nalist Revolution in 1927. Chou was
arrested by Generalissiro Chiang Kai-shek but was rcleased, where-
uron he went to Moscow for several months, later returning to join
the Red repgime 1in Northern Shensi,

significance were simultaneous disavowals from Moscow nnd Tokyo,

2 but at the same time :
charging each other with the respcnsibiiity. The Moscow papers
printed bhombastie reports denouncing the kidnaping of the General-
1ssimo as the work of Wiang Ching-wei and the Japanese, Government
offieials in Tckyo charged that Marshal Chang Hseuh-liang's action

had been inspired by the Communists, and declared it was an "object

lesson" domonstrating the necessity of Chinals Joining the Anti-
Comintern Pact immediately, |

The Tokyo paper, Hochl, declared that communist propaganda
for a "united front was the same, whether in Spaln or China, and
threatened that Japan would take action 1if Chang Hsueh-liang
attempted toc form an anti-Japanese front with Scviet Russia, '
The liberal Chinese Paper, Ta Kung Pao, charged that the Japanese
_ had taken advantage cf the Sian crisls to increase their pressure

on China to siegn the anti-communist defenss agreement, The Tokyo
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