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Admiral, 1n order t0 rec
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MATTIerse we nave dlscussed Wi
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State your residence addres
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you have been in the lmper

What is your present position.
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When were vou Vice Chief of Staff of the Nevy General OSta
- P .. v
Octobe 939 to August 124l.

your next

eet from Sentember 1941 to
soe relieved of command of the
the Surpreme War Council until
the Commander in Chief of the
I wae Commender of that Fleet

I varticipvated in that maneuver,
member of the "Nippon" Teem.
e one o0f the members.

Decscribe briefly what staff problems you were ageicsned and worked
out.

wes siven & problem as to how best tT0 use my fleet in actual
combat. We practiced nicht attacks and etc. It wae not on any
snecific operationel meneuvers agalinst any specific natione, but
wae of general treining purnose.
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tion of Admirel Nobutake Kondo,I.J.N, = Continued - P
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erticipate 1in sne Or Dlane relstive to tl
attacking Pearl H'rbor v ines thece erycercises,

Who did perticipate in such discusesions,
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I think that Vice Admirel “eiichi Ito, Vice vhief 0
General Ste*f Fukitome Shiato. Some “ertorrw11?.ﬁ
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' conference regarding ﬂwerﬂtiohrl
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or other plans attack on Pearl Harboor,

' re ¢ r S fleets had been
A, - No., We received no ope: ational orders Cuar S
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trainines for combat so that such orders were unn?ceskﬂry.
gg the 5rdar9 on etteck of Pearl H Harbor, we received none.
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A, = No. We had no discussgions.




(Interrogetion of Admirsl Nobutake Kondo,Il.J«.N. - Continued - P, &
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. = What was the next conference or meeting you attendec at which orders

q -

rezardins forthcoming operations were issued or discussed.

e hod & conference on board the battleship Nagato at which tine
ve received our movement ordere. The date was between the 20=S0

November. PFPregent were the Combined Fleet Commander Yamamoto,
Chief of Staff Usaki, who explained movement orders, Na-umo,
Commander of the First Fleet. Takshashi, Commander of the Third
Fleet. Inoue, Semi, Commander of Fourth Fleet,

ot h Fled Nekazewe his Chief of Steff
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I think Mito was his Chief of
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out,operational orders,

Ordere were issued by Admiral Yamamoto and expla
Kuroshim

¢ were Combined Fleet Operations
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just 2 movement oraer.

of the movement order effecting your fleet.

In these orders 1

and to aid the Malaye

order contained air attac<s On Philiopines
transporte bound for rhi and to

fhen were these ordersas t«

fleet wae given orders
to |

order weas

I understood you
while the ship wa

Yee, it was there for two days.

Then you returned to your flagship the Atago and your fleet left
1te anchorege for Beko, 1Is this correct.

L1

My fleet stopped at Saeki and then proceeded on 10 Bako immediately
efter the conference.

Your fleet consisted of desiroyers and cruisers:

Six 10,000 Ton Cruiseres, and two Destroyer
12-16 Destroyere to each flotilla,

On what date and under what circumstances did you next receive
ordere or instructions rezarding the starting of hostilitiles.

I received notice of commencen * activities of Pearl Harbor
attack on early 8th December. I am not positive of the time 1

received 1t. This broadcast came from the Imperial
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(Interrozation of Admirsl Nobutake Kondo, I.J.N., P. 4)

wouarters to 211 of the fleets.,

- When did you first learn that the strike on Pearl Harbor would take
nlace on December 8th, and how did you learn thils,

- I learned about that on December 3rd. FPrevious to the formal notice
from the Combined Fleet Headquarters 1 intercepted a message from
the Navy Imperial Headquarters to Combined Fleet Headguarters,

- What wae the substance of this message and the identical one you
received later that day from the Combined Fleet Staff Headouarters

relative to this matter.

I em not very clear on thet, All 1 can remember is that the Pearl
Harbor attack will commence on December 8th.
1t

Uvon receivine that notice what orders were you r0inz to carry out

il

with your force on the 8th of December.

™e First Fleet was to sail immediately from Bako to participate 1n

IS
the attack on the Philipoines and due t0O the inclement weather the
attack did not commence until the afternoon of the 8th of December,

The Southern Expeditionary Fleet which was then under my command

- i

r

sroceeded to land troops in Maleya., 1 am not positive of the time
troops landed in Mslaya but 1t was about 8 or 9 o'eclock, lecember

8th, Japan time,

What orderes smecifically did you give to your command regarding these
, Did you specify the time on the 8th December they were
£ and attack the Philipoines by air, and land the Iroops

- A

Directly after receiving the news of the commencement of attack on

Pearl Harbor I ordered my airforce to commence attack on Philipoines.
My second order wae to the South Expeditionary Fleet telling them

to 2id and support the troops in Malaya.
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Where at that paticular time was your fleet ohysically located.
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Two days after that I was off the
in the battle there. 1 wes the
nder in Chief of tnhe
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chest commandinz offic d g0 I was Comme

by S

Combined Second and Thir
You knew the exact time that the attack on Pearl Harbor would teke
place did you not,

A. « I d1d not know of the positive time of ettack., All I knew was from

what I heard that it would be around d~y break,.

Q. = Then how did you coordinate your orders to your fleet. In other

worde how did you know when 1toO yecue orders to your fleet to start

the 11“ &% tﬁCk-

- My orders were, 10 1issue my srdere as soon as I received first report

on Pearl Harbor.

notice of the attack on Pearl
cial communication and what time

rut I received my orders to attack




(Tnterr05ption of Admiral Nobutake Kondo, I.J.N., Continued, P.5)

Qs ~ Presumably they were by radio., Who sent them.

A, = Vice Admiral Nazumo radioced fokyo that the Pearl Herbor attack haod
etarted, and that report was radioced out to the fleet. Nagumo was
commander in Chief of the llth Airfleet.

In your opinion how much time, if everythins went accordines to plan,
would the American defenses at Pearl Harbor have to become alert
and functioninz before the first Japanese plane struck.

I thought that the Americans would be prepared to repulse our
atteck within 30 minutes,

Tou mean that in your opinion the American defenseg would have
detected the aoproach of the Japanese 30 minutes before they could
have actually struck,

What I thought was that after having received a first report of our
planes they would be in their defensive positions within 30 minutes.

IL 1 R *y -
ihe most vital factor to the success of the a2ttack on Pearl Harbor
was complete surprise was it not.

We did not anticipate complete surprise of Americen forcecs on Pesr
Harbor, Our plan wes just to take the initial step in the battle.

How much tine did you believe the American forces 2t Pearl Herbor
would have had to enticipete that their Base misht be 2ttacked
because of 2 Declaration of War,

As 1 was not concerned directly with the attack on Pearl Harbor I

-

have no ides, however, it was my underestanding that the attack on
Pearl Harbor would commence after Declaration of War by our country.

How much time after Declaration of War.

1 do not know. The plans of the Government were totally unknown to us,
Hed you heard any discussions or do you have any opiniones on thie point.
‘hat is 2 very difficult question to answer.

Surely you must have heard what the intentions of the Japanese
Fovernment were relative to how much advanced notice would be given
vefore the attack started.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was conducted &0 secretly that many of us
knew nothing of the time element or its relativity in regards to

time of Declaration of War.

What orders did you receive from the Combined Fleet Headquarters
during the morning of 8th December relative to your operations,

A, = I had no orders on the morning of December 8th. Upon receipt of
notice of commencment of activities we moved according to the
previous orders.,

Qe = Whet was the immediate objective of the attack that d=y on the
Philiopoines,

A, = The first objective of my fleet was to facilitate and aid the Army
in its landing operations. <The main objective waes to destroy and

to neutrelize the American a2irforce on the Philippine Islands,
LN
| ~

SES 7 i\




(InterrOgPtiun of Admiral Nobuteke Kondo, I.J.N,., P, 6)

Q. = Ies this all you know affecting the matters we have discussed here.

A, - Yes, we have covered it all very thoroughly.

I, Fred H. Uyehara,
interpreter at the in
translated the &
rom Japanese into
set out above (5
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