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PPCUMENT 2836
GENFRAL HEADOUARTERS N

UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
WAR CRINMTS BRANCH

APO 500
30 Deceember 1945

I'ENORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No. 140)

THRU: Ixecutive Officer, /ar Crimes Branch | g0
SUBJECT ¢ Punitive expeditions on Panay Island by Japénese'
forces against civilians in September 19Q3ugnd October
1943; Y
*x kK ;

II. SUMUARY OF EVIDENCE:

Under the command of Colonel WATANABE (R 11) a g}oup of
Japanese were stationed ¢t Iloilo City, Panay, end from time to time
smaller groups, commended by himself or other officers, would be
forred to go on punitive expeditions throughout the isianﬂ (Rl). One
such group wes under a Ceaptain WATAIABE, 2nd his prineipal subordin-
ates were lisutenant OTSU'KA, Sergennt HiEPTA, “'arrent Officer SHIN,
Sergeant MATSUZAKI (R 1). T"“is group left Iloilo City on 10 September
1943 and went to Passi by truck %R 1), A patrol brought back two
Filipino boys and nne girl who were ouestioned 211 night while tied
to # stake., The next morning they were behesded, after which the
Jepenese left (R 1). Two of the Filipino "cargaéors" were behesded
by Sergeent HIRATL because they could no longer carry the beggage
of the Japsnecse officers to whom they were sssigned (R 1). In Barrio
Lungao, Passl, many Filipino civilien men, women and children were
guestioned by the Jopenese then killed and their bodies thrown into =
fire, The whole berrio was burned (R 1). Many other civilians were
killed in other berrios., The Japancse known to have pesrticipated in
the beheasdings are Ceptein WLTANABF, Varrent Officer SHIN, and
Sergeent HIRATA (R 1) and Tieutensnt OTSUKA (R 2). SHIN and OTSUKA
¢xecuted the family of Meriano LI in barrio Jimomonua, Nueva
Invencion, consisting of the man, his wife, and three children (R 10),
In the seme barrio the civilians were ocuestioned and asked if they ~
wore any relstion to the BAITEZA Temily. WMany of those ocuestioned
rnswered that they were because BALTEZA was prominent fomily in the
cormmunity. All of this group were shot and their bodies thrown into
a fire (R 2). Frop the remaining civiliens 2 women end her six
children, eged one to twelve, were oucstinned and denied being related
to a certain ran who hed previously 2tterpted to esecepe. Her youngest
child wes torn from har arms by Croptain WATANABE end its body smeshed
~gninst the rord, the blood splattering onto the clothes of the
witnesses (R 3). Other soldiers seized the other ch’ldren by the
fecet ornd used them £s clubs to beat the man end the woman. Then all
of them were dragged into a fire, though the mother was still alive

at thnt time (R . At rnother plesce two girls% one of whom wes
v

pregn2nt, were ceught by the Jeprnese end meode dance naked until
they were exhausted. The next morning Captain W.TANABE ordered the

girls bayonetted to death (R ?). This group of Jepanese killed six
hundred and fifty people (R 3). Another group traveled to the towns
of “juy and Sere killing meny civilisns on the way (R 5, 6).
Atrocities comritted in these two cities by some of the samc Japanese
méntioned in this report is the subject of report number 131.
Lieutenant OTFUKA was seen to have killed one person in Ajuy (R 11)
"nd two others on the way to Sara (R 11). In Sere the Jepanese sent
8 pessoge to guerrilles to surrender with the promisc-thet nothing
rouvld be done to them. Two guerrilles did surrender, but after ques-
tioning them, Sergeant MATSUZAKI beheaded them (R 6). The group of
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" Japanese continued their travels and beheaded bodies of mcny men,
women, and children still gushing blocd were obsecrved along the way
(R 6), In one barrio at least cne hundred men, women, and children
were beheaded by Ceptain VATANABE, Sergesnt MATSUZAKI and others

(R 6), Others were benceced bty SHIN (R 6, 7). At one barrio Lieu-
tenont OTZUKA ard two others beheaded thirty people (R 10), and ik
more were executed at anotker lccation (R 11),

On 17 October 1943 another punitive expedition of Jepan-
ese started from Iluiio Civy br moter lamich and arrived ot the town
of Batan on the novth coast of Panay Island on 1B October 1943 (R 14,
All the civiliars in the town were invesiligabted by the light of a
bonfire and during the investigation werc Leaten with clubs and rade
to walk through the rire (R 14), About tnree ofclock in the morning
the Japanese rccelyved orders to procced ead approximately one hundred
and forty civiliians including two priests were beheaded by OTSUKA,
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KUWANO and other Japenesc sclidiers (R i4, 135, 19). Other officers or
the expedition were Licutenentv (olonel TDZU¥A, +ne fsland commander,
Captain WATANABE, who was second 1in cormand of trne expedition and twic
Jepanese named al end KAI (R 14, 15). The expedition lasted for
sixty-four days rnd went to many towns. among them bheing New 'lashing-
ton, Balete, Libacao, Bangr, and szvcral tow:is on Trblas Island off
the northwest ccast of Pomay Island. Part of the expedition thnen
came back to New ™ashington, went through severel smell villages
along mountain trails, and arrived in Bangs on 1 December 1943,

From there thsy went %o Penden and left Pandan on 18 December by
motor launch for Iloilo City arriving on 19 Docember 1943. While

in the town of #ltaves, KOWANO and OTSUKA éil?ed betwveen vhiruvy and
forty old men, women, and children (R 1€}, and in Balete thirty men
were killed by these two men (R 16). Oth°'r people were tortured

and killed in verious places (R 16}, Lisutennnt Colonel TOZUKA
headed one patrol of Japanese (n 15, 20), Tac Japanese reasoning wacs
thet .an 0l1d man was likely fo Le tne father of & son or have a8 son-ii
law in the Philippinc Army, the women either ned a8 hushand or brother
or son in the army snd therefnre £l wepre nansisered guilty of
guerrilla activities (] 16;, Whiliz ¢z tnc Tstand of Teblas the
Japanese Came acCreoas %o peonie .lvinZ in swall huts in the mountsin.
They were investizaied bus did ot give L8 proper snswers, and

the man, who was about seventy years old, wes strbbed in the bock
"ith a bolo upen Lieutenant KUMAY)'s ceder (R 17). A blind women

who had been urable {c filee from tnc Japinese, wes discovcred the
next day, taken from ber rouie, and her eclethos were stripped from
her body, Scine 27 |he¢ Japcaz:0 wmanheniled nor privote parts. E&he
screamed end c«ried, pub lLievtouent KUCMAT had Jepancse soldiers tiec
her hands behind her back, tnen tic her ices Lo @er henés snd sus-
genﬁ the woman from a trco with h:r heed hargirn® down. The Japanese
0

eég roved on leaving her hanginz on the tree (R 17). Apothe rou
? ?a tha% ‘§t & th - e R L/, 3 I group

panese seerted cat o

¢ same crpadition execute

hundreds of pecple in Batan, alvwavas, Belete, Libacao and other
?laces eand returned tc Iloilo ('ity by boat f£rom New Jashington
(g %gi 20). Anotiaer member oi the expediilon was Licutenant FUJII
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