~ BEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC ROIFBING SURVEY
& (PLCIFIC) ' | y
APO #234 _ |
C/Q POSTMsSTER, "SiN FRANCISCO O |

INTERROGLTION NO. - _ 516 - | PLLCE: .TOKYO. . - .
| > | ' DATE: 20 November 1045,

Division of Origin:'hVilitgry Analysis, Ground Brahcb.

Subject: Invsasion of;JavaLby'16th Army.

Personnel interroguted and hackground of 2achks

Mejor Genersl TLKASHIVA, Tetsuhlko, who.wes oh steff of 16 th hrmy
from November 1941 to May 1942, during whick time' the invesinn of
Jevs wes cccomplished, For furtter deteil on background see interro-
getlon of seme officer dated 24 November 1945,

Nhrere interviewe@i Boom 238, Meiji Buildiﬁg
Interrogztor: Colonel J, F;.ROdenruusar.-

Interpreter: Lt (jg) MeCoy.

| Generel TAKASEINL could producs no documents on the subjcet and gave

~all-deteils and faucts from memory, He outlined. treo routes followed by the
vérious invesion forces N tre eppreaet te Jevs, Tre m&ilh foree  was under

thre command of Lt-Genersl Imemura, ' n later cot up resdquirters st

Boateavie, Jevs, Tre totel strength of tte invesion foreos ves 50,000 with
the maein force comprising sbme =C,C0C of tris number,

- Singapore fell while tre fores wes -enpoute to Jive; renee, in order
to move faster off-loeded its Yeevy squipment at'reaf eroe bases while cen-
route, Heevy opposition ves not expceted, &s Sinsepore fell & month acrlisp
then red been expectad, Beccuse of weather conditions the Jeve operation
was bekind schedule, Invesidn wes mede without Feving initicl neutrzlizstion
of gir fields on Javs; Fence, received sir ctte-ks. Just hafore the main
force made lendings it lost four (4] transports to tre ligh speed torpedo
bnats of tte Dutcekr Fleet, Tke ship on wrich Generel Imemure wes located
was suhk, but tlre Generzl wes saved., However some of tis staff wes lost
elong with tle Propegende Tesms whicel were. considered of grest irportance
1n winning over thre 45 million people in Jave, | O

Tre lending vwes made on 1 Marct 1642 ond by 7 Mareh 1942 tre prin-
cipel cities and ereus of Jave hed been coeptured, Very 1ittld ammuniticn
was expended in tre week of fighting,

Generel Takasbime stated thet tre 16tk irmy trought trat thre plan was
to seize tre importent oil sreas of tle Indiess then negntiaticn with tre
United States would follow witk Jopan getting oil concessions in these 8ress
after wrichk tre Jepenese would withdrew, however, Tojo &nd tis group on threir
own initistive went szhcad with the idez of permenently Folding suclh creas
a8 Java, Generel Tekastime states trot ss tre convoy upprosched Jeve it
‘sighted the USS ECUSTON'S presence indicsted thrat negotictions with tto
United States ted c¢lreedy been consumeted and tret they were roturning
to tkeir originel hases witrout taving to invede Jave, He ‘ad no ldes Ttat

s

& nevel engogement was in progress, ¢s redin silcnce was being Strictly
observed,

Qe  Whet were your duties in tre 16th hrmy?

A, 1 was Chief of Opsrctions, inecluding Air Intelligonee end Propasinds,
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Dcseribe the events leading up to the zctucl invasion of Java,

L rave no. documsnts, os they werec lost in tte Air Reids on Tokyos: so
I srell heve to spetk from'memory-hnlynge‘kad & total force of
approximately 50,000 troops, some 20,000 of trem comprising tre mein
fuce. Genercl Imemurs was in commend, -Trere were seversl different
routes followed by tré& varicus forces in the approzch to Jave. The
48th Division wus pulled out of tre Philippines figtting &nd = signed
to tre 16th Army; it landed finelly at: Soersbeye, Tre 38tr Division
which wus to occupy rongkong wes sent from Chines down' to participote
in tre inveasion., The main force cem2’down by-wey Cemeronn to Palembung
and finelly Betevia, wrere its Fesdquurters were set up, Sihgspore
Pad fellen & month czrlier than eXpected; so it was decided to speed
up Jave operction, The eliminstisn of Sinrepere took ‘awey tFe threst
of tre British; so we expected - very little oppositicn to our move to

Sdaves We stapped ¢t various resr sres beses snd off-lecaded our reuvy

equipment,;horsés gnd wagons So thot we-eould travel.ligkter and fost-
ér, Our ettack on Jaye was & bit later tlren plenned, heccuse we. vad tad
weather;whicbhdelayed s, "e stirted tre landing Qperations-abmﬁtflf'-

"Marchglgd2, and were attacked bv cireroft from sseret fields on Jeva

end by bigh speed torpede hnsts nf the -Dutek, Fleet, Thre lettor sank
four of our tronsports, Lt-Genersl ImamuraJwas-ahoard“one*bf'theh,'but

‘he wds saved, Wo lost some of tis steff and tle Propugands tesms,

This was pafticulﬁrlj_béd, &S WG“attached:great-iﬁpqrtance to th2 pror.-
aganda which was 1o he stirted immedictely: to influgnce tre 45 ‘mill-
ion penple ~f Jova, Tre. transprrts trus were principélly Headousrters

Ships and cerried mostly perschnel, . By !'arck 4tt e Fad loected &nd.

put: nut. of pperaticon the sceret lending fields ond ‘recéived no more
clr attacks. Opposition tn our londing was very lighrt, and we expended
very small.amounts of equiprent and amrunition, "e ceptured Jave by

. by Tt of I"arck; so it didn't toke very rnuc}j ﬁffr*rt. "

Where were your mein supply bases: set up tO pr¢Yid€ support? .

,meunitipnfan@,ripg were to come frem Jupan. Tre ctler basés were in

Farmese,: Cemeroon, Ratavie end’ Seerebhuys, I wos "nly in Jave until
May 1G€42; so don't ¥now wret bappened efter tret, | .

L

Tas the 16th 4 well-cquipped, wall-trained crmy?

-

- Yes, it wes composed of cruck troops fror Yamashits in Shingeprre
‘and the 14th Army in tre Priliprines, : £

"ere there any plans fer further expansion beyond Jave aend Tiror?

We considered it necesscry to ge to Port Derwin to hold Juve, but we

.did not plen to da it

Why not?
General Stzff Fecdquarters in Tokyo szid “"na".

Wren did you get trat order from Generel Fesdquarters? =
Possibly after I left in ey, We were prepered to rove; we rad even
made & study of the government in New Ciledonia, &s we Yud eonsidered
going trere ton for nickel, Ttis was riven up no doubt due to & lack

of stips. Ve were nnot sllewed to €Xpress our opinions, but we tlreught
trat after we rad taken thre Netrerlands Ecst Indies we would be ehle

tn negnticte for nil with tre United States and thren witldraw, Howevaer
Tojo and tis group ~n theipr ~wn went checd, Tre¢ resson I trink tris

18 becezuse, when our trensports were approccting Jeva undor navy escnort
end tre USS ECUSTON wss sighted, the transports reverssd treir courss
&énd readed beck in tre direction from wrich we rzd come., We in tlre
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Qe

Qe

Our rear ectelon ceme witkin & week with full supply before the ori-

army trought that negotistions witk tre United States tad clready
been completed end trat we wruld not rave to gn on to Jave, We did
not know tret trere was & scs bettle in progresss lre fget that tre
Britist ¢t Singapore and tre uamericazns in ttre Prilippines were he-
ing defested influenced our thinking ttat negotiatinns tad perreaps
been effected. !"eny of tte army pecple witt whem I tad telked in
Crinsg in 1€40 felt thet figrkting in the Prilippines wes unsvoidsbhle
in order to provide bases for tre smuttern rovemrent,

Fow repidly did you pursue the developrent of tre resources of Javs
and their shiprent to Japzn? .

While I wes therz, we were unzble to do enytring
by tke Duteh of tre Palembeng refineries would t
Tre oil was actually flowing into thre sea from t
were unsble to send it to Jupen,

0

n
% O

11ls, but we

To vPet extent did you fortify sand improve tke dafenses of Jave for _
warding off pessible crunter-sttsck from us?

e just Fed plens to put up bsrbed-wire ss & shkore barrier.
dhy didn't you go eheed and provide furtrer defenses?

I believe baczuse GHQ did not consider tre United Ststes capable.of
making o full scule sttack for sometime, The men buck ot GHQ in
Tokyo were incepshle of muking plens for over-¢ll strategy, Tris was
beceuse ell: ~f tre cepable nfficers rad been grtten out of Tokyn and
replaced with incompetont officers of limited expericnce.

Why didn't GHQ decide t» press on trrouglk New Guinece end the SnlamnAns®

The areas were divided bhetween tre crmy end tlre nevy, Tre navy was
respensible for everytring west' of Timor, ¥a didn't reve enough men
to occupy tre islsnds, It would reve haen impossible in view of 1
Ckine and tYe pessibhility of Ficsis fror o min-pcwer roint of view,
Je considered it host to-rake diplerstic overtures to U.S., ofter tre

~Jeve crnquest,

How sonn after Marer 1 did 'you concentrete air prwer &énd gein control
of tre &ir?

e rad enntronl of tre zir wren we lénded end tad clesred 1l of tlre
secret fields by March 4.

et levels of supplies did y~u truve in your depets &t tle time »f
tke invesinn ~f Jsve?

"e Fed one montt ~f suppliés under old conceptlon= only onc week under
modern metrods nf ' fightting, -

Fow much in the wey of supplies did ttre trocops actuelly rave with
trem? 8

oufficient for cne week. Eact soldier razd two dsys of rice, two days
of bread and one full week's ammunition in tre combat trains,

How sonn &fter your lending did vou plen on receiving repleniskment
supplies from transprrts for troops eckore?

- -

ginel supply wes crmsumad, Rice cime from Saigon and Treilend,

¢ .
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Ao

Q.
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Did tre 16tt army stey in tre Jave cres or move clsewrere leter?
It remeined in Jeve to tre end of tke war,

Some of your troops ceme from .cold CllmutuS' did they exXperierc: any
difficulties in Java because of tre armer cllmutb?

Tke’trﬁnps trat ceme from Sendai (2nd Division) werc crack tronps,

but since trey were used tn & cold country, treir efficiency wes

lowered by tre climate in Java. Morale wss extremely trighk as it wes

& peaceful land  witkout ruct fighting, There were shout 5C,000

J penese to 100,000 Dutch.and natives., e troated t}e_prlsoners very
211 end kuJ : gnnd tlme y ¥ - A

(’) ¢

Wkut uff ct dld dlabgse Feve ~n ycur tronps?

| Nﬁt:muckjsickngss = smell amount of pests end mulurlu.

hﬂw mach in: tkb-”ay ﬁf eoulprcnt end suppllts did yru c@pture°

Huge emounts ~f rifles, but n~t ruet ,vmunitlnn for fisld runs, sbout

five to six trousend cors ond trucks.of wricet mﬁ{c“uld ge ~ne oy

two thousend., Tre ~rtrers. were used &S snurces f:bp_r; purts tn mein=-"
tain tre n~nes runnlng. e

Eerlier : you sf'tf:d tl’ t the 16tth nrrr*,r romeined in Juvi i t¥rougkmut tre
wer, Didn't cny of your troops gee gction elsewkere?

' Yes, I meant t¥at tbre 16t} frmy.cs suel stQVWd By Juv_. Trc Feed-

quarters remeined in Be tQV1u. The 2nd D1V151on vas pulled out and
sent te Gusdeleensl, Tre 48tr Division occupled Tlmnr the 38th
Division waes - itrdrewn westvard sarewters, ¢ e }ud o guurd fOTCL of
two brigedcs on Jave finally.

Ary wes the 2nd Ddvision sent to Guedileoencl?

I'don't know,.but I hu ieve it was sent ot trhe nevy's raquest just
prev1ous to your invesi of  Guade 1Cunﬂl B i A | | -

.-Did you ' helieve trat Freve GUduulCuncl you . could }olq uq sust of Jeve

end trerefore-would not Feve 1n fortify Juva?
Yes, '

Is it your ~pinicn trct tro ;uLt crd roverant of your foreces wus an ¢
over=extensirn ¢t tret tire? |

4t tre tire ~f Gualileuncl I wis in ”Lnokurlu. Crbck trﬁhps TATe e
witkdrovm fror ienchuric tn nceupy tre miny islends of tle Poeific,

-1 ~pposed very stronely tre toking of these fine .troops and plecing

then in tlresc islands, cs tkuy tten hecome v1rtugllj prlsnnrrs ne
lost upwards of 300, OOO excellent f]gltlng men ttis way., L11 tre

- generals on.tre clntlrbnt felt .tlhis. vey ahout thre dissipation of our

strengtl, Fowever, tte Fllltgry We S und T evan greecter suppression
than tke 01V111hnb &nd }qd to do DXQC11V 55 tre top cormend dictated,

Tren you Wﬁula sLy't”rt TOJﬁ Ve S vgry cnrp;rthle to }]tlbr in tl
m&nner 1n wriek Fe conducted tklngSV

Yus, exuctly, }owever everyonﬂ falt thet it would be terrible to lmse
the wer; so we did uLl we could to win, I gave ry best efforts cven
&t the end in preparing tre defenses of the Kantn Plain srec. As we
lost our &ir power and our stipping, particulsrly our navy, tte suvupply
problems in the Jave arez beegme irpessible, Our supply situaticon pro-
gressively deteriorsted from Guadslesns] on., In tke Burme erce tle
Supply problem was very difficult fror al rost tre beginning, It was
definitely in tle Prilippines wrere we lost our sir snd ses power,
From tren on it wes very bad for us,

£10 =l




INTERROGAT IOW NO. 516 (Cont'd)
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Qe

To wkat do you atribute your supply problems stips or lack of pro-
duction?

First, hecause of stip singings, end then lazter leck of production due
to leck of raw reterisls.

Knowing your cepahilitics botlr tecticelly and logisticelly &t tkre
time, Frow did you feel ghout tre situstion on Decerbher 8, 1C€/217

I, end reny otrer top renking officere, felt tret we stould trave
negotiated with tre United Stetes hott bafore und efter Dzcember &,

-

Do you bhleme tre Jepencse crmy's defeet on tre top level, GHQ, plenn-
1hg or voet?

L great reny people hotl in aend out of tre crmy agrsed ttet Japen
skould surrendzr, Tre plaenncrs and top cormendors did net understand
the full conditions, From Jemicry 1, 1S45 tke very Feert of tre

country wes pressed, but tre figtting spirit increzsed, hecazuse they
knew trcy rad to fickt and were going to fight., Tre rost trustworthy
men in- Jaopen now for works of psace ere tre seme militery ren who
obeyed the order to c¢arry cn tre fightt, I understuend tret the hmericans
sre unxious lest tlris group be secretly orgenize, That is cbsolutely
not so - it will never be,

Who wes responsihle for tte protection of tre Linss of Communicetion?

Th, O . ' . - ® = .
"est of 1207 {line trrough Tiror) army iir waes responsible, with e
srell amount of nuvy, EBest ~f thet line tle navy was responsible,

dere locel comranders responsible for protection of tre lines of
communiceticn or was Tokyo?

Army &rcea commanders vere responsible, I believe, Tre nevy wos under
gentrel eontrol.

Wwrat wee your resctinn to tre Imreriscl Resceript?
4 r

I fclt a8 greet sedness ot tre time, but felt tret I must follow ttre
EBmperor end ltis words, It was unsvoidaeble, Tre army wes cenfident,

but tre people would ho g¥tarminasted; so whrat gnnd is it te leve an
ermy 1f it cennet proteet tre porple. I teve heen considered en ideel-
ist for years, becsuse my idess ~f tre army were tlet it existed to
rermit tre people to live, If it cennot Felp the people to live, then
there is no good in reving tre ermy,




