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An Accompt of fome Books.

1. Traltatus de NATWRA SOBSTANTIAL ENERGETI( 4,
feudeVITA NATORA, ejufqs Tribus primis Facultatibys;
Perceptiva, Appetitiva, Motiva, &c. Auth, Franc, Gliffonio,
Med. D, @ P. 8 Coll, Med. Lond. Socio, nec non Societatis Re-
galis Collegd, Londini. 4,1672. in 4"

He famous Author of this Philofophical Treatife endea-

| vors to make it out, that matter is thePrime and Radical
fubjelt of Lifesor, that Lifeis the inmoft eflence of matter, and
infeparable from the fame: And,becaufe the very Effence of
matter is fubject to various Modifications, thatthence its life
alfo is capable of being varioufly modified,fo as to be different

in Plants and Animals 5 being in all their kinds varied by 2

ftrange diverfity of Structure and Organization.

This Life our Author efteems to be the very Energetical na-
ture of a fubftance, whereby it is fitted for Operation, that is,
made a Principle of Perception, Appetition and Motion 5 not
producible in his opinion by any external power, motion, tex-
ture, figure, organization, proportion, or connexion of parts,
but by the fole Firft Caufeof all things.

The fame Life,as'tis effential to matter, is here diftinguifh’e
from the Senfes ; which to our Author are not the very firft and
fimple perception of Nature, but {fome Organical Modifica-
tions thereof ; forafmuch as,in his opinion, if there were no
Natural perception, no modification or organization of mat:
ter would be ableto change it into Animal or Senfitives but
a Natural one being given, this, flowing immediately from the
fubftantial nature of the matter, will be fubjeét toas many
kinds of Modifications, as the matter it {elfis capable of. And
it feerns, that the main {cope of this book was, to inveftigate
thofe various Modifications of life 5 though the Author inge-
nioufly confeffeth, to have met with fuch difficulties in this
argument, thatas yet he hath not fo much as gone throughall
the variations of Inanimat Subftances ; much lefs through thofe
very fubtile Formations of Plants and A nimals.

Ifit be asked, How this Natural Perception becomes Sezn-

Jitive or Animal; the DoCtor anfwers, That difpofed matter,
finding it clf capable, o far to raifeits perceptions, as to re-
doubleit,whereby it may be enabled to judge of its own

2@s and tobzhold them with delight, falls upon organizing,
and
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and adapts for every Senfe as *twere a double Organ, an intcr-
naland external s and the fame matter perceiving withal, that
tis needlefs, therethould be an internal one, appropriate for
every externaly it forms one only internal, Common to all the
external, and by proper nerves conneéls each external to it
And this to him conftitutes Senfation, which he faith is not per-
formed without redoubling the act of Perception 5 fince, if a
Nerve, by whofe means Perceptionis redoubled, be any way
intercepted, as ina Gutta ferenay or in a Paralitick Member,
there is no Senfation.  Sothat, according to our Author,Sen-
fation is Perception enobled and exalted, able to judge of its
obje@, to refle¢t upon it with complacency, to fufpend its
aéion, to avert it {elf from one object to another 3 whence
Brutes themfelves are by him obferv’d to be in fome meafure
capable of Difciphine, and of reward and punifhment.

From all which it appears, that here is afferted fuch a Na-
tural Perception, as is anterior to, more gencral, and more/fim-
ple than that of Senfe s in which perception, accompanied with
appetition and motion,our Author makes Original Life to con:
fift, which to him is nothing elfe but the Energelical nature of
any being fubfifting by it felf, fince he underftands not, that
fonoble a being as thatis which fubfifts by it feif,fhould be ufe.
lefs, and fit for no operation.

1f any do object, that thefc general notions are too {oon
broughtupon the Stage, andthac Particular Forms are to be
found out firft, and thence we are torife to the Univer/al,for-
afmuch as there is nothing in the Underftanding which has not
been firft in the Senfz 5 our Author thinks this ratiocination to
be grounded upon a ialfe fuppofition, as if the particular rea-
{ons of things did incurr into our {enfes beore the univerfal,

There are too maay thingsin this Treatife for fuch a Breviat
as this muft be, to take notice of them all.  One particular
there is, that feems very paradoxical 5 which 1thall but touch,
and then conclade, itis, That this Author judgethit to be more
Philofophiczl, to hold a Penetration of Subftances than a Vacuums
and thata Ation not being to be deniedyand confequently ei-
toer a Vacuum,y or {uch a Penetration to be aflerted, the former
of thefe being by him, as he thinks, difproved, thelatter (Pe:
netration) muit take place.

Titii 2 SFeremin
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I1. Jeremiz HorrocciiAngli Opera Pofthuma: uni cum Guil,Crab-
trei Obfervationibus Celeftibus 5 nec non Joh. Flamftedii de
Tempores Bquatione Diatriba, Numerifq; Lunaribus ad novam
LUN A 8yftema Horroccti, Londin, tmpenfis Joh. Martyn,
R. Societatrs Typographi, A,1672.in 4°.

‘His Horrox is the fame with him , that is the Author of
_ thatexcellent Tract,called Venws in Sole vifa, publifh’t by
the famous Jobannes Hevelius together with his Mercurius in

Sole vifus: who ifhe had not been fpatch’c away by an untime-

ly death in the flower of his age, would certainly, by his indu-

ftry and exactnefs, which did accompany his great affection to
Aftronomy, have very confiderably advanced that Science.

Now we have only leftus thefe imperfect Papers, digefted,not

without great care and labour, by that Learned Mathematici:

an Dr, John Wallis 5 Wherein does occurr,

Firft, the Keplerian Aftrovomy , aflerted and promoted 3
which this Author uandertook, after he had fpent much time,
and taken great pains in acquainting himf{elf with that of Lanf:
bergius, which he at ficft embraced with fo much eagernefs and
addition, that it was difficult to divorce him fromit 5 tillat
length, by the advertifements of William Crabtree, a {agacious
and diligent Aftronomer of thattime, he found, that neither
the Hypothefes of Lanfbergius were confiftent among them{elves,
nor his Tables agreed with Obfervations exactly made, nor
the Precepts of them were well demonftrated or couldbe ;
whatever that man boafted of the wonderfull agreement of
his Tables with the Obfervations of former times: All which
errors having been found atlaft by our Author himfelf, and
withall the writings of Kepler, and the Rudolphin Tables by him
fearch’tinto, he faw caufe far to prefer them tothe Lansberg:-
an,becaufe grounded upon Hypothefes confonant toNature,and
well agreeing with the Heavens: thoogh he found caufe by
his accurate Obfervations to amend even thefe Tables 5 yet
without aneceflity of changing the Hypothefis, 1n which work
when he was well engaged,he was cut off by death very young,
in the 22:h year of his age. His firft piece then, were his Dif-
putatioss agairft the Aftronomy of Lanfbergius, in which he
clearly demon ftrates, that the Hypothefes of that Author do nei.
ther a:c: with the Heavensnor among themfelves, Which

argu .o cc corried on fo far, thathaving finifh'e the four firft

Difpu-
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Difputations(as they are here tobe found)he had begun a few
fhzers of the fifih, which was about the Diagram of Hippar-
¢hus,from which fome have pretended exactly to demonftrate
the Diftance of theSun. After which follow two Difputati-
ons more; the one, of the Celeftial bodies and their Motion; the
other, his Anfwer to the Cavils of Hortenfrus againft Tycho,  So
much of the Firft part of this Volume. '

The fecond contaios a good number of Extracts out of this
Authors Letters to his intimate friend and induftrious compa:
nion in the Study of Aftronomy, William Crabtree. In which
occurr many good Celeftial Obfervations, interlaced with di-
vers notable difcourfes concerning the Method of his ftudies.

The third, is a Catalogue of Aftronomical Obfervations, as
they were made by our Asthor, without allowance frr the Ex-
centricity of the Eye s which he afterwards caftigated by a cor-
rection fairly written with his own hand.

The fourth, is his New Theory of the Moon, together with
the Lunar Numbers of Mr. Flamftead upon it.

To thefeare annexed, firf? the Celeftial Obfervations of wil-
liam Crabtree, concerning Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and Venus 5 and
theny Mr.Flamfleeds Diflertation ofthe Inequality of Solar days;
wherein are demonftrated the Profthapherefes of thetime, ne-
ceffary to make an Equarion,and proceeding from the Une-
qual motion of the Earth from the Aphelion to the Perihelionyand
the Inclination from the Egquinoxes to the Solffices, and wvice
ver/a.

UI./ Marcelli Malpighii Phbil. & Medici Bononienfis Differtatio
Epiftolica de Formatione Pulli in Ovo:Lendin: apud Joh. Mar-
tyn Soc. Reg, Typographumy ad infigne Campane in Cemeterio
S. Paulty 1£72.10 4",

His excellent Philofopher and Accurate Anatomift, a
very Induftrious and ufeful Member of the R, Society, ha-
ving in a Manufcript prefented that llluftrious body with his

Obfervations upon the Formation of a Chick in an Egg as weil

before as afier Incubation 5 and that Company having efteem-

ed them very worthy the Prefs,as well todo the Author righr,
as to give occafion to others to inquire further into a martcer
fo conducive for finding out the nature of Generation: We
fhall here give fome accompt of this well-con{ider'd difcourfes

after we have intimated, thatan Englifh Phyfitian, a worthy
Membe:-
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Member alfo of the faid Society,(Dr.William €roon,) hath like.
wife, by a curious examination of Eggs not yet incubated, ve-
ry happily found, in conformity to the difcovery of Signor
Malpighi, the Rudiments of a Chick attually exiftent in’the
Egg even before incubation s Of which he produced a written
diicourfe before the faid Society March 14, 1671 5 which he
zffirmed to have been written a good while before, and which
was read in part March 28. 1672. at the publick Meeting of
the faid Society:who do hope,that the faid Doffor will make no
difficulty,for confirmation and further excitement, to commu:
nicate alfo to the publick his learned Obfervations upon this
fubject, Which being thus premif’d, wethall now proceed
briefly to take rotice, that this Exercitation of Signor Malpi-
ghi, which came to the R.Society, Feb.22,16%}, contains an ac-
compt of his having, by carefull and diligent Obfervatious,
difcover’d, thatin fecond Eggs, as well before as after incubati-
on, the firft Rudimznts and Lines of the principal parts of the
Chick are contained in the Eggs 5 whereas in Subventancous or
Adle Eggs, inftead offuch a formation, there is found nothing
but an un-form'd globous ath-coloured body, likea mola. Of
theft prima (famina or beginnings, this Author hath traced the
progrefs, by obferving their changes, after incubation, every
{ix hours, for the two firft days; and; after that.every 12 or 24,
or 48 hours. Inthe doingof which, he hathobferv'd many
very curious and remarkable particulars, efpecially about the

riority of the Motion of theHeart before the production of true
blood, thcugh that liquor, before it becomes red,be,according
to him, before the motion of the heart; as alfo about the faid
liquor firft emerging,viz. whetheritbe a fimple colliquamentum,
or a/iquor vitalis, OF a [anguts tnchoatus : concerning which he
aflerts, that the Carina, and the beginnings of the head, brain,
and Spinai Marrow, do manifeftly appear before the Collecti-
on of that Liquor. and its motion, and change into the nature
of 8lood :. For which, and mauy other confiderable particu-
lars, fince they cannotbe treated in fuch an abftract as this
without prejudicing the whole, we are obliged to remit the
Read - i rire difcourfeis felf,

IV, De
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1V.DeM ENTE HUMANA Libri quatusr ¢, Auth.].B.duHamel
P.S. L.Parifiis 4,1672.in 12,

‘He Learned Author of this Beok treats in it of the Nature,Pow-

_ers, Fun&ions,and Immortality of the foul ; delivering withal a

folid Logick, illufirated by various and inltructive experiments,
This he doth in four parts;

In the firft he inquireth into the nature, origine and progrefs of
knowledge in general, and of fimple Perception in particular; obfer-
ving the chief defeds of perceptions, together with their remedies,
Attention, and Conilderation, much helped by the ftudy of che Ma-
thematicks, and by Recefs, &c,

In the fecond he treats, after the fame method, of the Zuwdgmert of
the Mind, the height and perfe&ion of humane knowledge, ~ Where
he difcourfes largely of the Criterium and Mark of Truth, conlifting
principally in the clearnefs and diltin&nefs of Perception, as that,
whereby the mind kzows the congruity of its knowledge with the
thing known, Here he taketh occalion to examine Pyrrhoni/me or Seep-
ticifme, profefled by a Sect of men that {peak otherwife than they
think, Which done, he endeavoursto fhew not only, whence the
Light and Evidence of Principles flows, namely from Eternal and
Immutable Reafons and Idea‘:,formin% and directing our knowledge,
and begetting acertain and firm judgment inus; but alfo,how we
fhall come to fee thofe Eternai reafons or that Intrinfick Light of
Truth, To all which he annexeth thofe Propofitions, thar are,in Lis
judgment, to be efteemed for Principlesand Axiomsfo evident, that
their Truth fhineth forth by themfelves, and needs no demonftration:
Concluding this part with a conliderable Enumeration bots of the
principal Caufes of Errors, (which may be refolv’d into that main
oue, the Cosfufion of Perceptions,brecding either ahally and un-advifed,
or a falfe judgment,) and of the Remedies of the fame.

in the Twird, he treats of Argumentation and fts nature and origine 3
of Syllogifmes and Paralogifmes; and efpecially of the true way of
Demonftrating; which latter he {o performs, that little feems to be
by him omitted of what hath been written by others that is confidera-
ble. Anileaftanaked and jejune delivery of Rules{hould prove te-
dious tothe Reader, he hath made them grateful with abundince of
uncommon and pleafling examples; and {sboured, not only ina Los
gical but Phyfiological way to expluinthe caufe, nature, windings
and errors of Ratiocination. Be.des, his purpofebeing to deliver
a Lsogick, {utable notonly to the old Scholaltick,butalfo to the Mo-
dern and Experimental Philofephy 3 he difcourfeth copioufly and
inftru@ively of Isducrion , hewing from the Excellent Lord of 7e-
rulam, and the Hlultrious Rebers Boyle, how Natural Philefophy ang
all ufeful Artsmay beimprov’d and advanced by the hitherto tor

LucL
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much negle@ed indu@ion, Where he takes occafion to foeak of and
commend that way of finding out the Efficient caufes of things, calid
by the newly mention’d Lord Inftantia Crucsis, becaunfe,likea Crofs
ere@ed where more ways than one do meet, it fhews which of them
you are to take. Which,among others, heilluftrates by the example
concerning the Queftion of the Canfe of Gravity. viz. Whether itbe a
Quality inherent in bodies,or the Magnetical power of the Earth, or
the Circum-ambient Air or Ether ? Alledging for this purpofe an
Experiment,{ceming te him to be fuch a determining inftance as hath
been fpoken of ; made by Mon(ieur Hugens before the Royal Acade-
my at Pars, and related at large by Monf. Rebanls in his Traite de
Phyfigue, printed at Parss A. 1671, part 2, ch. 28.p. 122, to which we
refer the Reader 3 haftning to '

The Fourth and lat part or this Book,which confiders the Powers,
Nature, and Immortality of the Rational Soul, and is follicitoufly
employ’d in folving many difficulties occurring about this matter :
Which being a fubjec not fo proper to the deflign of thefe Trads, we
fhall here forbear to enlarge upon.

V. A Letter of Francefco Redi concerning fome Obje&®ions made
upon his Obfervations about Pipers 5 together with a Reply to that
Letter by Asyfe Charas : Now both Printed in Englifp for }oim Mar-
tyn. Printer to the R.Society,atthe Be/ in St. Panls Church yard 1672,
in 80, and formerly defcribed in thefe T7acts, viz. Numb.66, p.2036.
and Numb. 83. p, 4073,

V1. De Gemmarum Origine & Viribus Exercitatio : Auth. Roberts
Boyle, Nobili Anglo. This Tract was alfo formerly, when it firft came
abroad in Exglifh, defcribed, viz. in Numb, 84.p. 4095. and is now
mention’d again, only to give notice to Forrainers, that ’tis printed
ind Latix for thefame Bookfeller, for whom was printed the Englifh
Edition,

Errata in ths Trad.
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