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Chapter plans

Reasons?

@ 2 editors, one on de, one on en
@ several IPs making constructive edits
@ from schools and government institutions
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Chapter plans

Reasons?

@ 2 editors, one on de, one on en

@ several IPs making constructive edits

@ from schools and government institutions
@ Chapter not really viable at this moment
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Outreach challenges

Motivation

@ What's in for me?
@ Students (over 1,500 so far) = want an assignment mark
o Villagers (about 50) = want money
o Teachers (about 50) = want to be left alone

@ Standard answer related to pride:

e attribution, readership
e publicity, acknowledgement
e preservation of vulnerable cultural and historic knowledge

@ But other answers possible, e.g. related to perks

@ ’Improves your teaching/learning’ is rarely a convincing argument
for teachers/learners = No idea why
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Outreach challenges

Organisation

@ A school in rural Namibia is closed:

@ on payday

o if payday is a Thursday (Tuesday) then also on Friday (Monday)

e whenever there’s a wedding / a funeral / a trade fair / December / a
long weekend / the principal sick / the power cut / rain / drought /
scheduled renovations / exam time / unscheduled renovations /
election time / flood / storm / recess / teacher training / workshop /
[insert reason here]

e whenever we do outreach

@ A principal in a rural school is reachable if:

e they have a cell phone
e they have nothing else to do
o they want to talk to you

@ 1 active editor can only do so much =
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Access challenges

Rural Namibia: Specifics

@ Almost no land lines, except in the "German" towns

@ Cell phone coverage only along the major roads and in
Ovamboland

@ Rural Namibia not fully electrified
@ Several hundred schools have computer labs
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Access challenges

Rural Namibia: Specifics

@ Almost no land lines, except in the "German" towns
@ Cell phone coverage only along the major roads and in
Ovamboland
@ Rural Namibia not fully electrified
@ Several hundred schools have computer labs
o ...for typing classes

e deployed without training or introduction
o locked most of the time
@ Mass communication media in rural Namibia:
e Radio
o Megaphone
o Notice boards

@ = No interface to Wikipedia
@ = Not useful as reliable source
@ = Cumbersome to access from the outside
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Outline

0 Success stories
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Success stories

Enabling factors

@ Buy-in from Government, industry, academia, NGOs
@ Money so far not a problem
@ Almost 2,000 people introduced to Wiki editing
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Success stories

Enabling factors

@ Buy-in from Government, industry, academia, NGOs
@ Money so far not a problem
@ Almost 2,000 people introduced to Wiki editing

@ Coverage on the English Wikipedia not worse than elsewhere:

Namibia: 7 editors of the WikiProject care for 1,500 articles
South Africa: 60/ 10,000

Botswana: 8 /1,000

Zambia: 6/ 1,100

e Angola: 6 /1,500

@ Otjiherero user group founded on 17 June 2014 (yes, that’s the
day before yesterday)
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Future plans

Where from here?

@ October 2014: Oral citations experiment = separate talk Sat
12:00

@ Research activities in Omaheke = separate talk Sun 09:00
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Future plans

Where from here?

@ October 2014: Oral citations experiment = separate talk Sat
12:00

@ Research activities in Omaheke = separate talk Sun 09:00
@ Government request to scale outreach activities

@ University project dormant—replaced by a voluntary exercise,
starting August 2014

@ Languages: hz (Otjiherero) and ng (Oshindonga) in incubator
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Future plans

End of Presentation

Any questions?
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