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LANGUAGR EXPERT DIES

ONE OF Thailand s

o,
WiLlla Uiy :
rare experte on anocient

died of a heart attaok at
7:40 a.m. on Thursday
at his house in Trok
Mayom, Chakraphong Road
in Bang Lampu.

He was Mr Cham

Thongkhamwan, 72, who was the expert on such
ancient languages as Mon, Burmese, Laog, Singhala,

Khmer, Pali. Sanskrit and Thevanakri.

i, ¥
It is the nation s great loss because he had
)
N
done such wvaluable service to the ecountry, reading

=" .

TITErART

ancient languages written on the manuscript stones.

Ly
These manusgcripts uncovered certain parts of

5l

our history, said the Deputy Director —General of the

Fine Arte Department, Mr Noom Yoonaidharma,



ol

it
However, we have already prepared another

official to take over the tark of reading ancient

-
language manuscripts, he said.

Mpr Cham Thongkhamwan was borm on Noy-
ember 1, 13897 in the Province of Battabong (how
in Cambadia) which was part of Thailand during

that time.

f
iy

While he wag a mnovice, he studied Pali and
Thai with Orkya Suttantapricha in that province. In
1913 he came to Bangkok and stayed at Wat Molilok

for three vassa (}'EHI’B) befors he transferred te Wat

Maha Dhatu in 1916.

i |
_ﬂfi"L B ]

He beocame a tm'mkwin 1971 and passed the

examination of Dharma studies in the following year.

ﬁr?.-’-"rnz-r"
In 192] he left the monkhood and went to live
P ey ;
with Professor George (Joedes, one of the world 8 gre-

atest ancient language experts, who sent himn to work

with the late Prince Damrong Rajanuparp.



6

Mr Cham worked on Khmer-Thai diaries until
1930 when Professor Coedes returned to France. Prince
Damrong assigned Mr Cham te work on the gtone
manuscripts.

In 1949 he beszan teaching Khmer language and
stone manusecript reading at Chulalougkorn and Silpa-
korn universities.

On Ogtober 11, 1968 His Maj2sty the King
granted him an Honourary Doctorate Degree of Fine

Arts (Archeology) at Silpakorn Univer sity.

. o il -
91n The Bangkok Post nuuiun 22 uhny 2512
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