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THE ECONOMISING OF EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS.

0

! Some very striking figures relating to collegiate
instruction in this province were brought out in the
course of the interpellations at thelast mesting of
the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council. The
number of students in the six first-grade collezes
in the Province and their proportion to the teaching
staff, as gathered from ths statements furnished
in reply to a question by the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur
Dwarka Nath, may be conveniently shown in the
following table:

College. No. oh the No.of Average Num-
staff. pupils, ber of stu-
dents per
Professor and
Lecturer.
Patna College o2 476 14°8
Ravenshaw College 27 Bl 206
- Greer B.B. College 16 325 20°3
B. N. College 20 700 35°0
T. N. J. College 20 660 330
St. Columba's
College 12 201 16°6

The number of students who were refused
admission to these ¢slleges owing to inadequacy of
teaching staff or to want of accommodation, as
given to the same member, is as follows:—

Patna Coliege ... 71

T. N. J. College (including 73 who did not

apply formally) 143
Greer B. B. College 60
St. Columba's College ... 15
B. N. College 3 b

Tho figure for the Ravenshaw College is not
given. The true significance of these figures,
however, appears ouly on comparison with ‘L‘ha cor-
responding fignres of expenditure incurred in these
colleges as well as those showing the college
rosults at the University Examinations.

Tho total direct expenditure on these colleges
in 1916-17 and the cost per student have been com-
piled in the following table from the First Quingu-
ennial Review of the Progress of Education in

{ Bihar and Orissa :—

4 College. Total No. of Cost per
cost. puptls. geudent.
Rs. Rs. As. P.

1,28,403 382 317 0 9

RISl o BRRr 8

36,871 270 1286 0 S5

26,556 183 131 151) g
o 42,226 588

B. N. College o ol

T. N. J. College 44,191 2
T}{c mmﬁ)er of students sent up to the Univer-

sity Examinations in 1916-17 frum_ou.ch ot"theso
colleges and the number of successful candidates
as given in the Quinquennial Review are as

Patna College
Ravenshaw
Greer B. B.
St. Columba's

follows i— % 380
lege. fxaminations.
L R R N

st. Pd. St. Pd. St Pd. St. Pd.

Patng Coll. 71 40 44 29 5'4:._ 36 18 16
Ravenshaw 133 71 47 Sk 9—" 38 9 7
Greer College 82 26 ... .o LR T e
. 8t. Columba's 44 22 6 6 33 %13 i

An examination of these statistics gives rize
to the uncomfortable feeling that the province is
not after all getting tho best value for its money.
The Patna College, we find in the Quinguennial
Roview, is capable of teaching 510 students, It
will be found that the actual number it is teaching
is only 476 and that inspite of tho fact that it was
capable to teach 34 students more, 71 students seek-
ing admission woere rejected. But the most import-
ant question is why the Patna ©ollege which
annually costs more than the total direct expenditure
incurred in the three aided collezes in the Province
should teach only less than a third of the total
number af students receivingz instruction in those
collegos. | What is the speciality in the outturn
of work in that college which should maka it neces-
sary that the cost per studant in that college should
b2 so much in excess of that in other collezes?
What is the peculiarity of teaching in the Patha
Collego that the average teachershould have only
14 pupils to teach while in a -sister Gavarnment
College, a teacher with the same qualifications, and
belonging to the same service should have to teach
20 pupils? What valuable contribution to the
world’s knowledgze has been made by the members
of the Patna College staif who are thus specially
favoured ? It doos not infrequently happen that
even with this staff the Professors sometimes

do mnot finish half the prescribed courses.
As rogards the quality of teaching as evinced
by the percentage of passes, the following

table calculated on the results of the 1916-17
examinations will show at a glance that this
pampered institucion does not necessarily show the
best percentage and that oven where it does, its
superiority is not at all commensurate with the
huge difference in cost :—

College. Percentage of Passes at
Examinations.
I. A, I. Sc. B. A. B. Sc.
Patna College 56°33 65°90 69°23 88°88
Ravenshaw ,, 52763 6595 60°31 TN
Groer w 9170 42'59
St. Columba’s  50°00 100700 4848
B.N. College 26:388  30°76 40725 50°00
T. N. J. College 533 6857 45°54

All these fizures fully demonstrate the fact that
though there ought to be a limit beyond which the
number of pupils in a college shauld not exceed
regard being had to the strength of the staff, the
Patna Collego certainly is overmanned and should
fairly be required to teach at least double the
number that it is at present doing. If want of
accommodation be pleaded, inspite of the palatial
buildings and lavish equipmonts, the system which
has beon recently adoptedin some ofthe Caleutta
colleges should be introduced without delay.

This means that in addition to the classes
which are held during the usual college hours,
duplicate classes will be held for another set of
students in the morning hours and in the evening.
So far as the morning hours are concerned, thera
could be no manner of objection to the procodure
for it would bo found most in conformity not only
with the traditional methods of instruction in
this land but from the point of view of
climate and health as well. Moreover even at tho
present day, morning classes are held in several
of the professional colleges in India without its
hoing felt as an inconvenience #ither by ¢he
studonts or the masters, With regard to the oven-
ing classes, there are some well-founded objections
as it would interfere with the students taking part
in games and sports. Toobviate this difficulty we
might so arrange that any one set of students vrill
got their evening classes on alternate days. The
new arrangement, if it does not entail any heavy

additlonal strain .upon the members of the staff, =
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deserves a good trial as with the existing number of

eolleges, double the present number of studentg

could be accommodated. This experiment has

heen tried in the United States of America

and is known as the Gary Duplicate plan.

The idea underlying this is that it is a waste to

allow the fine and expensive buildings to

remain empty for a major portion of the day, for

the community can get thefull value of the money

ssent by making use of them for all hours of the

«ay. In America, we learn that the system is not

confined to Gary alone but is being tried and adopt-

ed in other places also. Wa are told that in New

York City after less than a year of trial those who

control the finances urged the adoption of the plan

: forthe whole City. In England also suggestions

{ are being made to adopt this plan for the half-

_ time continuation classes of boys between the azes

of:14 and 8. Our province also might begin the
experiment on a limited scale.

The Indian ideal of the pupils’ mode of life
was one of Brahmacharya and renunciation. How
far we are wise in turning the heads of our younger
generation with the luxurious and princely style
affected by modern schemes of education is a
question which we need not discuss here. It is

! obvious however that in the midst of the universal
cry for economy, our students do not derive the
best lessons on thrift from the almost stupid extra-
vagance which seems to be rife in some ot our
highest educational institutions.

(o}

THE FAILURE OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT.

} Nearly four years have elapsedi sinco the
(Government of India published an elaborate reso-

Jution on the history of sanitation in India since
i the year 1859. Almost simultaneously did the
| Imperial Goverument earmark to all the
! Provineial Administrations annual recurring grants
for sanitation and the sanitary services as a
3 supplement to the substantial non-rocurring
grants of the previous three years. - So far as this
province is concerned, how fhe money received by,
this extraordinary windfall was spaat i3 not at all
clear, though from the figures given in reply fo a
question by the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath
\ ot the last Council meeting, it would seem that out
of a total Imperial grant for sanitation of Rs, 29,85,
000 in the five years ending 1916-17, a sum of
Rs. 23,05,000 has been spent leaving a balanco of
Rs. 6,80,000. Similarly, out of the total grant of
Rs. 1,56,000 for sanitary service: during these five
yvears, the amount spent is Ks. 1,36,000, leaving a
‘balance of Rs. 20,000,

Yet what has been the progress in sanitation
during these five years? Plague isas bad asever
and though the earlier vears of the gquinquennium
showed a substantial difference on the right side
betwoeen births and deaths, the rate of mortality
geems to have steadily increased in the closing
i years, so much so that the mortality last year was
i actually higher than that which prevailed in
malaria-stricken Bengal.

The cause of this is not far to seek. Thoe official
\ explanation of the slow progress of sanitary reform
¥
!

ijs the ignorance and perversity of the uneducated

{ Masses, whnse"‘upathy, fatalism and resentment
. | of interference™, we are told, * constituted a
€ formidable obstacle to all sanitary progress.”
i “1n the land of the ox-cart, one must nnt expect
the pace of the motor car.” This characteristic

é confession sums upina nutshell the result of the

" millions gone.
. But may we B_Sk._what can be expoeted of 2
i __ people, - the majority of whom cannot get &

oternally facing them, they see no way out of
sickness and premature dezth. And it is snzgested fog
these people that they must live in sanitary qu arters '
and in clean and healthy localities; they must f)]
up their tanks and cut down tiheir trees, evep
though they cannot get food for subsistence and
oven if these trees and tanks are their only
stores of food and drink! No wonder the people are
apathetic! And it they resent interference, they

do so because they cannot tolerato the irony of
attending to the external wants of the system
while the triling internal wants of hunger and
thirst remain unsatisfied. They o resent official

.interferonce about their health, because the sani-
tary laws are in their element in a prison or an
army barrack, but prison or avmy discipline is
not exactly suitable to the antiquated ideas of com-
fort and freedom that obtain among the people.
The resolution of the Government of India
pointed out three conditions essential for all schemes
of sanitation. Sanitary reforn, it was laid down, in
order to be successful :

(1) “mustrest on a knowledge of the
their conditions of life, their prejudices,
customs and habits, their surroundings
nancial means; and must sccure
tion ;

(2) “ must recognise the diversity of local con-
ditions in a eountry which includes numerous g S
communities, castes and creeds and which ex-
hibits almost every variety of climate, tempera-
ture, humidity and level of sub-goil water, and

(3) “its introduction must be preceded by
preliminary local surveys, inquiry or exper-
ment.”

0 people,
social
and fi- [

their co-opera- 1
i

|

|

"Phe efforts of Government' in this provinge,
we foar, have not satiefied the requisites mentioned
ahove. In- fact, sanitary work in this province
coems 10 have been carried on more by fits and
starts than in pursuance of a delibsrate and Sys-
tematically worked policy. The recent experiment
of a Publicity Bureau, for example,, afiords a gOOfl
illustration of cur contention. One fine d&Y._“\',
enters the head of some person that a Publicity
Bureau was the thing wanted. he necegsary €x-
pense is sanctioned, a Superintendent is appointed
to organise the Bureau, the Bureau starts work and I
and bids fair to be a complete success wien another |
fine morning, the bubble bursts, the Superinten-
dent goes and the Bureau wvanishes in the air, and |
another unfulfilled project is added to the long
list of good intentions with which the path ©
sanitary progress seems to be paved. )

The constitution, prospectsand functions of \ |
the sanilary scrvices are also typical of the €X=
tremely perfunctory manner in ‘which the whole
question has been treated. We have in a recent
issue shown some of the grievances under which
the sanitary services appear to labour. Aparb from
the troubles attendant on appointment and ¢0f”
firmation and from the question of pay and pros
peets, we have grave doubts whether there i8 87
clear idea on the part of the authorities of t

duties_:md responsibilitiecs of the Deputy Sanitary
Commissioners and the Health Officers. K
reply. to a question by the Hon'ble Mr. 3

Sahay at the mecting of the Bihar and 01-155";
Legislative Courcil held on the 12th Decemb®
last, the Hon’ble Mr. Sifton said :— t
“The functions of the Sanitary Dcl’artmegt
are chiefly of an advisory nature, the I)epurrmo‘rl
being open to consultation by Governi®®
Officers and local bhodies on any '
relating to wator-works, drainage, consery ub-
town-planning, public health and the l‘ko-srd

- jects. The administration of vaccinabion
the collation of vital statistics is also enirt
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to the Department. The Sanitary Enginee’
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nta i wickls 3 3¢ . .
pects the existing sariitary engineering works and
recommendations regarding their admini-

M stration and maintainance.”

L

M R g
~ A\their activities.

-

FreTito giveadvite gratisis the be-all and end-all
of the existence of sanitary offecers, why blams
them when there is no prozress ¢ Thoy ‘aro only
to offer advice and do nothing e!se. Thév ‘are only

ny  walking dictionaries of sanitation, to

ed up only when there iz doubt. Thare boinz
no responsivbilities, no responsible work can be
demanded, much leas an observance of the three
great conditions laid down by the Government of
fndia. Ts it a wonder that the Departmentis.a

L .
fallure ?

THE PATNA MUNICIPAL BUDGET,

o]

The draft budget of the Patna City Muni-
cipality for the year 1918-19 <hows that - the
Municipality will commence ita work for the year
with a probable balance of Rs. 51,976 inecluding
Rs. 10,711 of the Latrine Fund, the Government
grant of Rs. 25,000 for construction of slaughter
houses, Rs.9,781 of the general fund, Rs. 5,000
as the unspent balance of the flushing scheme and
gome other sundry items. The total collections
during the year 1918-19 of the dues current and
arrears tocether with the above-montionad balance
at the comme
but the sanctioned estimate for the curront year is
shown at Rs. 963953 and we find an actual
collection of Rs. 7,735,565 made during the past nino
months. The most important items under the
hoad of recaipis are tax on housss and land and
latrine fens. The former is exnacted to bring into
the coffarz of the Municinality at the existing
rate Ra. 1,46,000 including Rs. 12,00, the arrears
of tho curcent year, and the latter Rs. 74,000
inelusive of arrears. Under the head of expoandituro
tho estimate for the coming year shows a capital
outlay of Ra. 2.81,534on the proposad wator-works
and of Rs. T

1,15,795, on flushing schama. he cost
of cloansing public and private latrines is estimatod
at Re. 153,075, lighting at Rs 24,508, establishment
for collection of taxes at Ra. 10,517, FHoealth
Officer's pay Rs 3,825, road cloaning Rs. 37,210,
road watering Rs. 9,973, construction of markots
and slaughter houses Rs. 30,500, public instruction
Rs. 11,516, public works incl:uh_ng the aestablish-
ment and construction and repair of roads, efc.
Rs. 67,348, payment to sinking fumi. Ra. ‘23,637.0.114
‘yepayment of loans Rs. 1‘3.0-)0,_!19:1(193 some minor
items. The total exvenditure is thus estimated at
Rs. 7,57,338 which is oxpected foleave a bal:‘mcc
surplus of Rs. 20,225 atthe end of the year. Com-
menting on this, the FExpress in a leading article
8ays i— :

“The budget, in spite of the generosity of the
Municipality in paying its servants, clearly proves
that the collections for the year \‘Hll_bc more than
sufficient to cover all expenses 1ncludm;_: the
capital outlays for the prppn:wd water-works and
the flushing scheme and will leave a surplus in it3
hands of more than twenty thonsand rupees.
Under such circumstances the pronosal to raise
the taxes still further and e;ctort “additional money
from the starving peopla‘ in thess hard timesis
simply °© preposterous. The mle-paivors are nt:)l,
getting half the adequate return for the paymenes
they are already making in the shape of taxes.
The Patna City Municipality has su're]y much
greater need of the advice given to the District
Roards by Fis Honour the Lleutenan‘t-(;m{erpor in
Council. We must impress unon the Commigsioners

tho necessity of sound budgetting ag the basis of
There is reison to fear that

coment are estimated at Ra. 7,77,533;"

money is wastel in some cases by chimerical
projects and in others by want of or insufficient
supervision over the works of the subordinate
staff. There should not be any indecent haste t)
pass a bill for payment at the close of the financial
year, and it is well that somo of the Commissionara
have given notice that paymeit of sums above
five hundred should not be made without the
sanction of the genoral moeting. [n the words
of His Honour in Council we havto say that ‘the
root of these defucts is to be founlin a defective
system of budgetting., There i3 too great a
readiness to accept any scheme proposed wibhoui
and

proper oxamination of its real necesity
uitimuito cost.” By way of illustration we may
mention two proposals  which are awaltiag

sanction of the Commiasioners. One is to purchase
a steam launch at an enormous cost for the purpose
of throwing night soil into the Ganges in the rainy
season. Notto mention Ahat it is revelting to
religious sentiments of the Hindu population of the
town who use the water for Divine worship and
other relizious purposes, a pollution of the water
which is drunk at leastby half the people of the
town will lead to serious jnjucy to their health. It
is therofore to be hoped that the members of the
Committea appointed to consider this project will
have sense onough to put their veto to it
[ N. B.—This has baon vetoed—Ed., B. H.] The
other schomo i3 in connection with the improve-
mant of the drainage. Wa are surprised that a
proposal could seriously be made to throw away
Rs. 25,000 as initial cost and Ra. 3,500 ancually
on a temporary improvement of the main drain.
It has beon proposed that pending the permansat
construction of tho whole outlet drain which may
tako another fow years or more, the sullage water
from Peorbahore and Bankipur Wards may be
collected in a swamp at some place near Sadigpur
road from whoro it could be lifted up by steam
pump, treated into filter to purify it and given to
the cultivators for irrigation of fields or discharged
into the same drain below Sadigpur. The idea of
spending so much of the hard-earned money of the
rate-payers on only a temporary improvement
seems to boon tho fgco of it most objectionabla
and we hopa the Commissioners will set thoir face
against it,"”

9
U

THE NECESSITY OF FREE PRIMARY EDUCA-
TION IN BIHAR AND ORISSA.
SPECIAL FOR THE BEHAR HERALD.

1.

In the course of a leading article that recently
appeared in the Behar Herald, it was stated that
““¢tha numbor of public primary schools in Bihar
and Orissa decreased from 23,950 in 1912-13 to 23,402
in 1915-16 and the number of scholars’in them from
674,496 to 643,117. Similarly in the case of private
institutions, tine number deelinod in these four years
from 2,657 4o 2,217 accompanied by a corresponding
fall in thanumber of scholars from 38,416 to 35,525."
In the First Quinquennial Review on the progress
of edqueation in Bihar and Orissa which deals with
tlo period from st April, 1912, to 31st March, 1917,
ho number of primary schools in the province is
gshown to have increased from 21,591 in 1911-12
to 23,402 in 1915-16 and 24413 in 1916-17 while the
number of scholars alss shows an increase from
547,910 in 1911-12 to 643,117 in 1915-16 and 672,338
in 1916-17, This seeming contradiction in the two
sots of figures having aroused our curiosity, wo.
wont into a caroful examination of all the officia)
statistics available. The Quinquennial Review is
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absolutely silent on the state of thingsin 1912-13
1913-14, hnd 1914-15. It gives the figures for
1911-12 and takes a big jump to 1915-16, This is
unsatisfactory, as the report obviously does not
indicato the actual curve of the progress achieved
in each of the five years under review.

This featurs of the Quinquennial Review,
though hardly desirable, is certainly not its worst.
We have found on comparing the tables given in ‘E_he
Roview with earlier statistics, serious dis:repancies
which have not been properly explained. Tho
fizures for 1911-12 were separately given in the
Fourth Quinquennial Review of the prozress ot edu-
cation in Bengal for the period from 1997-08 to
1911-12. The number of primary schoolsin this
provinge in 1911-12 was shown there as 23,249
and the namber of scholars as 645,417, True, as has
been pointe 1 out in the Bihar Quinquennial Review,

_thesa fi zaves £re 1911-12 included those of the Feuda-
tory States of Orissa which have been excluded
from the Bihar Review. But we find on inspection
that the fizures of only 12 out of 19 States were taken,
and that the total number of primary schools in
these States was 141 and the number of scholars
reading in these schools was5193. ( Vide Fourth
Quinquennial Review of Education in Bengal, D.
xcvi, General Table [IT, cols. 10 and 11). Deducting
these figures from the grand total, we find that
there were in 1911-12, 23,108 primary schools in
Bihar and Orissa and the number of scholars in
thesa schools was 640,224, These figures are cer-
tainly much higher than those shown for 1911-12
in the Bihar and Orissa Quinquennial Review, and
if correot, would show the progress of primary
education in the province during the quinguennium
to be much more modest than it is stated to be.
Similarly in the report on the progress of education
in Bihar and Orissa for 1912-13 the number of
primary schools is shown in General Table ILL to
be 23,949 and the number of pupils 674,287. These
figures tally apnroximately with those guoted in
the Behar  Herald articlé. The number of
primary schools in the Native States as given
in col. 10 of the table was 208, and the number
of scholars in these 208 schools was 5,816 (vide
col. 11). Allowing for these ,firures, the number
of primary schools in Bihar and Orissa proper in

e 1912-13 was 23,732 and the scholars in thess primary
schools numbered 668,471, If these statements

. again are corrzel there has not certainly b2an much
progress since 1912-13, at any rate till 1915-16.

The figures shown in the Behar H:rald are
apparently takea from the Statistics of British
India, Vol. V, Elueation, ninth issue, 1915-16. That
excellent compilation gives the fizures for the foar
years 1912 13 to 1915-16. Thera is som» diserepnoy
between the fizures riven in tho Imperial Tablas

Repocts. There

AuS

and those found in the Provineial
15 a slight v.'n'if.'_l.i.n:\,_ as we have already shown,
between t}io 1’.‘.\.'1“) statistics in respectof the year
191213, For 1913-14, the differonce is greater, for
the number of primary schools and that of tho
seholars in them are given in the Imperial table as
24,354 and and (89,529 while the Aunnual Report of
t.!‘le Pi‘u\'iln:g“{li'n‘:s them as 22,681 and 658,253, The
}c n.,u_JnLur_\r f)rures'!.m."e b_ocn specifically excluded.
Taking the Provincial fizures, the fall in the pro-
gress fa distinety noticeable. The figuves for 1914-
15 are identical in both the Imperial and Provineial
Tabias being 23,405 schools and 650,426 scholars,
There is however some diverzence in the two statis-
tics in respect of 1915-16, the provineial statisties
returning 23,391 scholars and 642765 scholars as
against 23,402 and-642,117 in the Imperial fizaves,
which so far as that year is concerned, have becn
aifirmed in the Quinquennial Review.
v °Now, if therc was a systematic variance
‘between the Imperial and the Provinecial figures
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notwithstanding that none is cffered. It will b,
seen, however, that thers is no mueshoa 1y tnisf

statistical madness ; sometimes one set of fizures)
is shown for a particular year while a different set jg
shown for that very year insome later report, ang
what is still more amazing, some still later l'epol‘é
will go back to the original figures. No wonder
that one is confused and lost inthis wilderness of
confiicting statistics. The fact remains, however,
that in the Statistical Abstract of British India,
primary education in Bibar and Orissa has beep
shown to have retrogressed during the four yeary
1912-13 to 1915-16. The recently published Quin-
quennial Review, though silent on the point, shows
from a comparison of the fizures for L[YL1-12 with
those for 1915-16 and 1916-17 that there was appa-
rently some progress. EHow the figures given for
1911-12 were reached is not quite clear, those that

ok

wo could gather being quite different and pointing
to a contrary conclusion in the matter of the

progress of primary education in the province. Wa
have not thourht it necessary to go into a detailed
comparison of the fizures for what are classed in
in the statistics as private institutions. 'I'hecom-
parison that we have made relates only to the
figures for Upper and Lower Primary Schools for
boys and girls, which are classed in the statistics
as Primary schools. g

Itis not necessary, however, to labour the point
any further, our object being onl. to expose the S
pitfalls of statistical generalisation. So far as the-
pprogress of primary education is concerne]a it is
fnowhere claimed to be be anything remarkable,
{ numerically. It isin fact admitted in the Govern-
“ment Resolution on the Quinquennial Review thab
the returns for 1915-16 showed a decrease of 106
schools and 9,350 pupils. Though the fiorures for the
last yoar show an increase of 221 schools and 9,436
hoys, it is feared that there may bo a fresh relapse
in the current year. In the Review itself, dis-
satisfaction has been expressed in no uncertain
terms at the condition of primary education, speci-
ally such as is supposed to be imparted through
Lower Primary Schools.. The smail increase thab
has been shown practically means no improvement,
forin working out the percentage of scholars to
the population of school-going age, the figures for
population of the Census of 1911 have been taien.
[n reality, however, the population of the Province
must have increased a great deal in the last sevel
vears. It will be seen from the last Census reporb
that there has been a net increase of 36°2 per cent
in tha population in the period from 1872 to 191L.
This gives an averaze increase of ‘92 per cent each
year. It musi be noted thatthe last two decades
were an exceptionally bad period for population. »
Yot the increase in the last decade was 5'1 Wh}ch
gives an average increase of 51 every year. Taking
the fizures of births and deaths, during the iour
vears ending 19(5-16, we find that there was &

Il

b

steady increase in the population, which can 2
clearly seen from the following table :— :
Year: Rate of Rate of Increase 30
births deaths population
per per REX
mille. mille. mille.
1912-13 4252 31 11'52
1913-14 4970 29°14 12199
1914-15 423 283 14
1915-16  40'4 322 @

Making due allowance for inaceuracies in th’?
registration of vital ocenrronces, and also for em!”
gration, the average rate of increase in the poPde
tion may be safely taken as one per cent annud S:-r,
The population of the area under 1eP° f
was  34490,084 according to the Census o

modest calculation that we have just made

we could probably arrive af some explanaticn,

e

1L In the last scven years, even OF the
ndtjBr

population must have increased by nearly two-2
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a-half millions, a fact which should always be borne

2eanind in considering the percentage of scholars to

the¥population of the school-going age as well as in
computing the actual number of population of
of school-going age, for, it must be rememberad, we
have before us a legislative programme dealing
with the subject and that therefore we are not just
now so_much concerned in showing ourselves off
by statistical jugglery, as we are in devising a
constructive and practicable scheme based on the
most reliable and up to date figures.

NOTES.

Pestering the Premier.

I'rom the latest communication it appsars that
Lord Sydenham * in person privately presented” a
certain * Madras memorial” protesting against the
release of Mrs. Besant and * the humiliation of
Provincial Governments”, to Mr. Lloyd George.
There is nothing %o be surprised at in that. Ifa
man in Lord Sydenham’s position chooses to pester
the Prime Minister in this'manner, we presume he
has got to be putup with as an unavoidable nuis-
ance. How importunate the ‘ Indo-Britishers”
must have been is shown by the statement that
“owing to his manifold engagements” Mr. Lloyd
Gaprge had to decline to receive the *“ formal
‘deputation” into which Lord Svdenham’s hench-
men were anxious to constitute themselves.

* * L]

Fiscal Autonomy.

The communication which Sir Ibrahim
Rahimutullah addressed sometime ago to the
Secretary of State and the Viceroy on the question
of the defence of India, i3 of considerable interest,
as embodying the views of a representative Indian
who has been called to a high position in the
Government of his presidency. .In -his letter, Sir
Tbrahim puts forward a strong plea for fiscal auto-
nomy. “India produces from her soil,” says he,
“a super-abundant supply of raw materials of
varying kinds and has an enormous demand for
manufactured goods. Its natural advantages for
developing into a large manufacturing country
are grcnt-f It ought not to be difficult with the
her Government, to

unrestricted powers ol : 1 .
organise means to bring about the industrial

development of [ndia, which will result not only in
oe extent her own requirements
export hoer manufactured
goods to other countries. EFor this. purpose, .f“”
fiscal autonomy 18 nacessary.” The rason d (_'/‘/'u
freedom is embodied in a vutshell in
these words. Moreover, it has also to be borne in
mind that a country which exports her raw
materials and is content to import n_l:tlmfuctm-cd
goods against such exports, cannot Il the very
nature of things, stanc

1in competirion in matters of
economic development wiith other countries work-
ing on a difierent basis.

% ¥ ¥

The Defence of India.

Sir Ibrahim Rahimutullah makes vory per-
tinent observations on tha .jw'.ldje.':b of the rlclcn_a;.,-
of India, o urzesin foreible terms the 1Mprove-

military and

ment of the defence of fn*liﬁ..{ lw\li‘l : :
. AR suner-abundance ol man-
naval, “There 13 & Hu_:U‘ 2 ‘l‘ ol
power in India,” ha remar<s, not on J( e S
: B o e s the res
for the defence of the countt also for the r

y, but T
: S S which
of the Empire. Most of the

but also enable her to

difficulties
during the present
¢ arisen if full confidence had
doubted loyalty of Indj.n. and
had been trained for the
f these obser-

Britain has had to contend with
war would never hav
Ibeen reposed in the un
8- large Indian army ]
Fh }
 dcfance of the Empire.” The truth 0

vations cannot be gain-said. The man-power re
sources of India have not yet been tapped to the
fullcstﬁ advantage. The standing Furopean Army
is a heavy charge on the Indian tax-payer, which
may well be curtailed without inany way inter-
fering with efficiency and strengthby organising a
fairly large Indian army. What India wants for
her defence is the nationalisation of both the Army
and the Navy, so that their maintenance will not
mean a heavy drain on her slender resources. With
political freedom, fiscal autonomy and a national
army and navy, Lndia will really be the bulwark of
strength of Great Britain and the Empire.

DO YOU SUFFER WITH RHEUMATISM ?

Has this terrible, nerve-racking, painful
ailment fastened itself upon you ? Don’t lose hoge,
Hore's succour for you.

Little’s Oriental Balm has cured thousands of
invetorate chronic cases of Rheumatism-—among
them hundreds of cases that were pronounced
hopeless by doctors. Through this wonderful
remedy sufforers have abandoned their crutches,
{md are to-day cured after years of intense suffer-
ing.

Here's 'a case in point. Mr. W. Elger, of
Alwatton, Peterborough, among other things
writes: “ I always had the best medical treatment,
but was never ablo to obtain immediate or perma-
nent relief until I tried Little’s Oriental Balm.
The result was simply marvellous, It eased the
pain almost immediately and has done for me what
all other remedies failed to do.” .

Sold at Re. L per bottle. Of all Chemists and
Moedicine Vendors.

T ¥ 5 9. @ “71
Hemorrhoids.
(Commonrnly Callsd 0 Pilea)

EW maladies are more distressing,
painful and dangerous than the
itching, bleeding, blind and pro-

truding forms of Hemorthoids,

These troubles need little description to the
‘Ihey grow worse the
longer they are negleci-
ed, untilthe patient car.-
not sit in comfort and

unforiuncte sufferer.

drenrds rising rom a
sert or stepping from

a curb.

Hemorrhoids cons
sist ot intlated veins
and  biood vessels 1
the recion of the lower
bowel and the anus,

A

cue fo clog;

? stegnation of the bload

v

of Doans theanph obstrucred o=

cataiion.

veldance of apiies,

eipail meisurea
ientian of Doan’
cful effect, One Lpx

- orLuanary

of this Cintmedt 15

cases 1o ensure comjlewe reliel.

Fven whea an aneraiion seems to be
the only lope, Duan’s Owmtment has
succeeded in penmanently euring  the
complaint. Doan's Omniment is o cale
insurance against hemorthoiaal misery.

Doan’s Ointment is Ks, 2 per tin @ ohbtains
able from all dealera,
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The Kumbh Mela. :
In view of the great importance of the Kumbh
Mela at Allahabad and the special sanctity of
February Llth the Government have decided to
remove the prohibition on the sale of railway
tickets for Allahabad and neighbourhood by the
ordinary trains on February 8, 9,10 and 11. I? wil]_
not be possible in view of the grave difficulties of
2, - the railways at the presenttime and the urgent
" military necessity to run any special trains into
Allahabad. The additional numbers brought into
{ Allahabad in counsequence of the removal of the
] prohibition of February 8, 9 10 and 11 will of course
increase the difficulties of providing means for the
pilgrims to leave Allahabad and it will only be
possible to  provide the means gradually. The
Railway Board will doall in their power but the
4 number of tickets available each day for those
who wish to leave Allahabad by train must be
limited by the number of trains which itis found

possible to run.
o ¥

* *

Campaign Against Malaria.

‘The campaign.against malaria ouflined in the
recent speech of His Excellsncy the Governor of
Bengal will receivo the whnle-hearted support of
every section of the Bengali community. His Hx-
eellency’'s speech in itself will have a most stimula-
ting and baneficial effect upon the public in making
it realise tne vital importance of co-operafion in the
matter. That malaria is the modt virulent of all the
diseases which afflict the people of Bengal is well
known. The statistics quoted by His Excellency
will amply bear out this statement. Malaria is
responsible for 350,000 to 400,000 deathes in Bengal
evary yvear. Af least a hundred attacks of malaria
ocour for every death; and accordingly the disease

i is reanonsible for 200,000,000 days of sickness in the

Presidency overy year. Its special inger, as TLord

i Ronaldshay very truly remarked, may also be

tracod in the diminution of the birthrate as well as

in the increase of the deathrate with the result that

in the most malarious districts the population shows
a serious decline.

Such being the situation, any campaign that
may be sfarted to mitigate the fury of the disease
musi have full and cordial support. Government
has not been quite idle in the past. Research and
ix.wesm{ iwtion have been undertaken on well-defined
lm?s.. It has been proved that anopheles and
malaria flourish togother: and that if the former can
be got rid of, the latter will gradully die out. The
malaria problem thus resolves into this: it is
cessary to bring about conditions adverse to the
breeding of mosquitoes. The method that has been
most siuccessful is what i3 known as the Macra
_I‘Iftt schqvn('. Svm_m years ago the country begwg(m
Magra Hat and Diamond Harbour was little batter
than a swamp. The health of the people in conse-
quence was deplorable. A well-planned schemo of
drainaze has now changed the aspect of the country
Not only has the health of the people improved, but
a set of exeoellent communications in the shapé of
navigable channels has been provided,

Government has prepared three schemeos, all on
the same general lines as the Magra Hat scheme
for the districts of Nadia, Jessore and the 24-[’.’11-:
; ganas, Considerabla aveas are covered by these
schomes, and the outlay is eséimated at Rs. 8,00,000
Rs. 1,72,000 and Rs. 10,00,000, respoctively. It is
proposed to executs the projecis with the machinery
of the SanitaryDrainage Act. The Government of
Bangal wifl make substantial grants, and the people
who will be directly benefited are expected to finance
the schemes by loans in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Srmimr_y Drainage Act. One of the
merits of the scheme is that it will, within a compa-

ne-

ratively short time, more than repay the ex
ture incurred. It is hoped the District Bo
cerned will take up the schemes
Two of the districts affected by the scheme have bot
grantod the privilege of electing non-official Chai;‘
men of the District Board ; and Lord Ronaldshn.
made an appropriate appeal to them in the fo]}
ing words:— .

“Am I then claiming too much when T g that
byinviting their assistance in this matter, I am
providing them with an admirable opportunite 5
making memorable in the annals of their distriet
their assumption of the cares and responsibilities
of their new office?”
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LOGAL & PROVINGIAL,

0

There has beon a recrudescence of searclig
and arrests at Bhagalpur. What with these, apg
the outbreak of plague, Bhagalpur must have beeg
having & ‘merry time of it.

e

THE Bhagalpur correspondent of the Patriks |
writes that Professor Kriplani was released on the
28th ultimo before the expiry of his term. By tha
way, the Patrika seems to have committed a mistaks |
in thinking that theProfessor was convicted fiy |
Bhagalpur, tho fact being that the trial took place
at Motiltari.

—_—

TUaE Mithila DMihir relates the following:—
“ Rocently the raiyats of the Belwa concern in the
district of Champaran submitted a petition to the
Magistrate in which several allegations were made
against the proprietor of the concern. The Magis
trate found the allegations to be false and ordered
the applicants to be prosecuted wunder section
182 LP.C. On the day fixed for the hearing, the
accused appeared in court with their witnesses.
When the Deputy Magistrate found that the accused
could not be prosecuted under section 182 L. P. Cy
ho let them off on their paying Rs. 10 each to the
War Fund.”

w“rn

THE first grade scholarships awarded on the
result of the last Intermediate Examination 1o
Arts and Science to Saradindu Mohan Ghoshal ©
Ravenshaw College and Susil Krishna Malli¢
of St Columba’s College have been cancell‘e_
and awarded to Bimal Chandra Guha and ALY
Muzaffar Abdulla of the T.N. Jubilee Collegh
The second grade scholarships which had beet
awarded to these students are now awarded
Baldeodas Jhunjhunwala and Ashrafi Misra of the
same college. The special scholarship of Rs.7 for
Mahomedan students which had been awarded £
Samsuddin ~ Ahmad of Patna College is DO
awarded to Saiyid Abdur Rahman of that colleg®

Why 2

m—— O —

BAKDHUA, as it fs locally called, is the onl]i
popularly celebrated festival among the Sﬂ“f’h%v
in Dumka. The date for its celebration is fixed th
the Deputy Commissioner some time in the moii
(.)fJa.nua}'y every year. For this festival the Santb e
for a period of 4 days or so are given the liberty
every sort of merry-making among the mem AT
of their community and are allowed to ProP
Pachoi—an intoxicating beverage to the e!“’“ta
of thair consumption for that period. F
further exempted from the service of any leg? 0
other processes upon them, No case or Uil

.
4

which & Santhal is a party, is fixed for hes
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aaring this period. In fact the Courts are supposed
to B cl_osed for them except that they can mova
the Magistrate for taking cognisance of offences
committed against them.

———C ——

ON Monday last the Full Beneh of tho Patna
High Court consisting of the Chief Justice and
Justices Chapman, Mullick, Roo and Atkinson
delivered separato but ¢ ucurring judgments in the
Habeas Corpus application questioning the power
of the Governor-General in Council to constitute
Special  Tribunals. All the Judges agreed in
rejecting the application, holding that the G vornoe-
General in Council had such power. In winding
up his judgment the Chief Justice said :—" Apart
from the High Courts it would be difficult at the
present day to find any cour in this country which
doos not owe its existence to an Act of the Indian
Logislative as an executive act of the Governor-
General. Were we to decide that such acts are
ultra wires, practically the whole administration
of justice in British India would cease to exist.
The decision arrived at makes it unnecessary to
consider the question which was raised as ancillary
to the main question namely whether this Court
has jurisdiction to issue a writ of habeas corpus, and
that point I leave undecided.”

= T
THE replies elicitedin answer to questions put by
the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Sen, in the
Legislative Council make it much more difficult to
_understand why the Government ‘should have
thought fit to station a Subordinate Judge at Dhan-
bad, inspite of public protess and ecriticism. It
appeirs that in 1917, 45 suits above the value of
Rs. 200, were instituted from Dhanbad. During
‘the same year, 37 Sub-Judge suits coming from
Cham»aran were tried at Muzafferpur. But we have
yet to hear of any Subordinate Judge being plos;[od.
in Champaran on that account. Irom the point of
view of the Government a Subordinate Judge is so
urgently required at Dhanbad that the Sub-
divisional O{ficer has now to hold his court in the
Town Hall in order to provide for the accommodation
required by the court and office of the Sul)ordi:_l'tto
Judge. All this for the sake of the colliery
managers who & iimestn 1916 and 6 times in 1917,
had to take the trouble of coming to Purulia to
give evidence in suits instituted from Dhanbad
By way of contrast, we ma__v_nncice that inspiﬁe
of a_numerously signed petition '(none of the
signaltories unfortunstely were colliery mana.gqrs)
* - e continuance of the morning courts, the Hizh
Jourt abolished them at Patna. The _G.')_vern.'nelnt
are probably right in placing the responsibility for the
decision on the High Court. Butthe public wvnulrl
have been thankful to the Governmgnt, '1f in answer
1o Rai Bahadur Purnendu Narain Sinha's questions,
some indication had been given of the reasons that
led the Hizh Court to prescribe a sp_ecml rule.fo:
Patna while in most of the other districts, morniag
courts continue to be held as before. As we are
quite sure that the temperature of Patna hn;‘e not
Zone down with the establishment of the High Court,
we entirely fzil to uaderstand upon "f"“f""d ““'}“Y:_ﬁ‘
alancing of “ relative alvantages and dra -‘\'fbl'.l.(:_{w s
@ long established practice against walch no
complaint had ever boen made was depacted from.

—t

i WE are glad to learn that the proposal for the
| faising of fees in the : \
{ Dot yet bean accepted by C_:gvernlmg\nt.
- of qualified medical practitioners In
«8  pZOrious.

Temple Medical school has
g The doearch
this province

In our opinion no fresh barriers

tl}e people of this province. As to the higher scale
of fees for students from other Provinces, we very
mach doubt, if there is any instance of tho rezula-
tion of feos in an educational inssitution on a racial
basis. We sincerely hope not. Lt cannot be con-
tended that if a fow students coma from other
provinces for the purposes of medical education
to fill vacant seats the staff and the namber
of toachers in the Templo Medical Sehool
will havo to be increcased. The more qualifiad

medical practictioners wa  have, the bottor

it will be for the country. We trust the

policy of the Government will be directed to thag

end. In this connection wa should like t> invits

the attention of tho Governmont to the fact, that in

L916-17 only threo and in-1917-18 only four stadents

passed out, while the figures for the previous two

yearg were 1l and 21 respoctively. This sudden drop.
in the number of successful students can only be dua

to the raising of the standard of oxamination, In

our view any increase in the stiffness of the exanii-

nabion without a corresponding expansion of the

fleld of recruitment is to be deprecated. Unfor-

tunately the proposed increase in the scale of fees,

coming pat with tho sudden jump in the standara

of examinations, affords very little ground for the

belief that the authortities really want more Sub-

Assistant Surgoons.

0

MAHATMA GANDHI IN CHAPR,\.
0
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESFONDENT.)

The 27th of January will ever remain a red
letter day in the annals of the Saran District as it
was on that date that Mahatma Gandhi pald a visit
to Chapra. Provious to his coming a recoption
committee, with Babu Lakshmi Frasad as Chair-’
man and Babu Vindhyachal Prasad asSeorotary
was formed to make arrangamonss for the reception
of the distinguished guest. Sirice two or three days
preceding the 27th, peopla feom the District and
from Ballia, Ghazipur and Gorakhpur began to pour
in and as it was imprssible to accommodate the
poople under any Sh.miana the open space in
front of the Mathia of Rhamdhyan Dass was fized
for the purpose. '[ao nows had sproad so rapidly
that Mr. Gandhi began to roceive tremendoud
ovations at evory station from Hajipur upwards.
The big zeminuars of Sonepur and a very largo
numbor of the poasants assembled at the station
and offrred flowers in cart load. Sevaral gantlomen
from Chlapra had also gone to receve him at the
Sonepur station. At Chapra Kutchory thousands
af peoplo assembled at the train vtime to give him
an ovation, At Chapra station people bezan pour-
ing in by 10-30 A.M. The station was fally packed
up with geatlemon of the Distriet, visitors and
volunteers waving * Rad and Greon flags.” Thoere
was not an inch of space left in the station vard or
the ovor-bridze or outside the station within the
station arca. S5 much so that the lins clear had
to be carried over the raosf of tho carriagas of the
train. On the arrival of tho train the Mahatina
received a tremendons ovetion. The station plas-
form was literally covered with flowars. When he
came out of the station a prosossion was formad
which passed through all thb important quarters of
the town. Flowers wera literally showered where-
ever he wont. Aratis were taken by enthusiastio.
pérsons, Marwarios, priests, and the common peopla.

dical education of

14 vildbe puiin the way of me

n




78 THE BEHAR HERALD.

|
|

A
TEBRUARY %, 1918

Arches were erected everywhere in the town and
the houses fully decorated. Ladies from the bal-
conies showered flowers as Mr. Gandhi passed In
the phaeton, uphorsed and drawn by pleader_s,
Mukhtears, Zemindars and the general 13111)1}(:
throughout the whole town. The lowest estimate
of the procession is about filty thousand \.vhl_ch
mostly consisted of people not only from the district
but from Ballia, Ghazipur and Gorakhpur. At
2 p.m. the procession came to Babu Tapnarayans
Bungalow handsomely decorated and there he was
duly received and Babu Tupnarayan's children song
gongs of welcome. At 3 p.m Mr. Gandhi attended the
sessions of the first Provincial Moslem Conference.
At 4-30 pon. a meeting of the citizens of Chapra
was held at which more than twenty thousands of
people were present. The proceedings began with
songs; then Babu Lakshmi Prasad delivered his
address as Chairman of the reception committee In
Hindi. In welcoming the distinguished guest he
gave a short history of the political life of
Bihar. He described how the peasantry of Bihar
on account pf their ignorance came into the clutch-
es of the indigo planters and how Mahatma Ganddhi
had come to their rescue and with tact end ability
he had freed them from the planters without dis-
pleasing the Government. Thereafter he gave a
short sketch of the life of Mahatma Ji and of his
tussle with the colonial Government in Africa.
After this Mahatma Ji delivered his gpeech in
Hindi. Mr. Gandhi on rising was loudly acclaimed
and received o tremendous ovation. After thank
ing the public of Chapra for the reception they bud
accorded him he said there were two methods by
which the various communities inhabiting India
might be at peace. The first was by means of the
sword; but this method was a failure as was appa-
rent from the History of Europe. Tho second me-
thod was one of love and good will with every body
and it was this method alone which was calculated
to bring peace and plenty to the Indians. He asked
the sudience to fear none except God, to speak the
truth and to hurt noone. He laid great stress on
gocial _servic-e and said Self-Government could only
be achieved by the aforesaid means and no other.
In the evening Mahatma Gandhi paid a visit to the
Gokhale Library and performed the opening cere-
money of the “Swarajya Pustakalay”. There was
algo a meeting of “The Mahila Sabha,” Chapra, at
Mahatma Ji's residence at which he gave good
advice to respectable ladies of the town. By the
morning train on the following day Mahatma
fé(}:;tcf?” (;"I(’tl?ﬂ-lgﬂn'j. Again at every station he
assemb(lea\i% :;00111: 1’2“ Sewaln Bt:}uo“ 1-)80‘)1}0 had
At Gopalganj %e\bf’e;':lga\num )e({s RS RRL Shanoks
ing to receiv .l tm ¢ d cl)usa.n BAGLEIon. Lo el
dEeigh s e 1nrl1_m_1 ...wa.r him. He delivered a
inwyt}? Oqllml.t"ml( inspiring address again emphasis-
¢ the necessity of mercy and fearlessness.  On his
way back he had an interview with the Maharaja
and the dowager Maharani of Hathwa who were
waiting for him at Hathwa Raj House. He came
back to Chapra in the evening.

‘fVI)jI_e M_uha.h}]a Ji was at Gopalganj his
noble wife paid visits to many respectable ladies at
Chapra and gave them pieces of good advice. 3he
also visited the Kanya Pathshala, the only institu-
tion here in which religious educafion forms a part
of the eurriculum. She was very pleased with the
Progress of the girls. On Tuesday the 29th,
Mrs. Gandhi left for Motihari by Railway train and
a large number of men assembled at the station to
oo her off. Mahatma Ji also loft for Gandhua a
village near Mashrakh in company of Mr. M.
Haque and Babu (Gorakh Prasad by motor.

At Gandbua he addressed a meeting of the people
of the locality and then left for Motihari amidst
shouts of “Bande Mataram’” and “Gandhi Maharasja
Ki Jai.”

o2

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.

NOTICE.

: - v = = S ", <5
ADVERTISEMENTS., | -

————

The public are advised that it hag A
been found necessary to place a restrictioﬁ |
on the booking by passenger train of |
packages exceeding one maund in weight !
each, to and from Subzimundi stations ztxjnd
the Chandni Chowk and Sudder Bazar |
City booking offices at Delhi. This restrie- |
tion applies to public tra fic only and not |
to Government and Military traffic andi
personal luggage booked as parcels. ;-

By order, |
CALCUTTA, C. M. PEARCE,
Ath Feb. 1918.5 Generul Traffic Manag,

ERST INDIAN RAILWAY.

o (8

NOTICE.

i
|
|
!

|
{
|
|

With effect from 1lst March 1918 the |
free time allowed for the removal of parcels |
at all stations on the Kast Indian Railway
will be 48 hours from midnight of the date ;
of arrival at destination instead of 7 days.
as at present. Parcels not removed withil!
this limit of 48 hours will be subject t0?
wharfage charge at the rate ofs— 1
9 annas per package for first 24 hour
or part thereof. f
1 anna per package for each subs
quent period of 24 hours or par
thereof. ,
Sundays, Good Friday and X'mas day a”|
considered as ‘dies non. r
By order,

Calcutta, C. M. PEARCE
Sth Fob. 1918, § Gent. Zrafic Mant&Zl
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.
5 —O0—
NOTICE.

o
With immediate cffect, the, hO%k‘“f,'ﬂs-
theundermentioned commoditics . rob
senger train as parcels or luggage 15

bited:— )
Piece-goods Chillies
Gunny Ghee A
Hides Potatoss

This restriction does not apply ol
such commodities are booked on &%
of the Mailitary or other Governmé
partments.

By ord?f' g :
y. PEARG AT -

CALCUTTA e %
: General Traffic

Dated 14th Jan. 1918.
5—4




