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IN A SERIES OF LETTER S§s

LETTER L

Evelina to the Rev. My, Villars.

Howard Grove, Kent, May 1o

UR houfe has been enlivened to-

day, by the arrival of a London vi-

fitor ; and the neceffity I have been
under of concealing the uneafinefs of my
mind, has made me exert myfelf fo effec-
tually, that I even think it is really dimi-
nifhed ; or, at leaft, my thoughts are not
fo totally, fo very anxioufly occupied by
one only {fubjed, as they lately were.

I was ftrolling* this morning with Mifs
Mirvan, down a lane about a mile from the
grove, when we heard the trampling of

A2 horfes ;
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horfes ; and, fearing the narrownefs of the
paffage, we were turning haftily back, but
ftopped upon hearing a voice call out

“ Pray, Ladies, don’t be frightened, for L

will walk my horfe.” We turned again,
and then faw Sir Clement Willoughby. He
difmounted, and approaching us, with the
-reins in his hand, prefently recollected us.
¢ Good Heaven,” cried he, with his ufual
quicknefs, “do I fee Mifs Anville ?=—and
you, too, Mifs Mirvan ?”

He immediately ordered his fervant to
take charge of his horfe, and then, ad-
vancing to us, took a hand of each, which
he prefied to his lips, and faid a thoufand
fine things concerning his good fortune,
our improved looks, and the charms of the
country, when inhabited by fuckh rural dei-
ties. - The town, Ladies, has languifhed
fince your abfence,—or, at leaft, I have
fo much' languithed myfelf, as to be ab-
folutely infenfible to all it had to offer.
One refrefhing breeze, fuch as I now en-
joy, awakens me to new vigour, life, and
fpirit. But I never before had the good
luck to fee the country in fuch perfec-
tion.”

* Has not almoft every body left town,
Sir # faid Mifs Mirvan.

““I am afthamed to anfwer you, Madam=—
but indeed itis as full as ever, and will
continue
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continue fo, till after the birth-day. Hows:
ever, you Ladies were fo little feen, that
there are but few who know what it has
loft. For my own part, I felt it too fen-
libly, to be able to endure the place any
longer.”

* Is there any body remaining there,
that we were acquainted with 1”” cried I,
0 yes, M2’am.” And then he named
two or three perfons we had feen when with
him ; but he did not mention Lord Orville,
and I would not afk him, left he fhould
think me curious, Perhaps, if he ftays
here fome time, he may fpeak of him by
accident,

He was proceeding in this complimentary
ftyle, when we were met by the Captain
who no fooner perceived Sir Clement, than
he haftened up to him, gave him a hearty
fhake of the hand, a cordial flap on the
back, and fome other equally gentle tokens
of fatisfaction, affuring him of his great
Joy at his vifit, and declaring he was as

lad to fee him as if he had been a mef-
?cnger who brought news that a French
fhip® was funk. Sir Clement, on the other
fide, exprefied himfelf with equal warmth,
and protefted he had been fo eager to pay
his refpets to Captain Mirvan, that he
had left London in its full luftre, and a

A3 thoufand
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thoufand engagements unanfwered, merely
to give himfelf that pleafure.

* We fhall have rare fport,” faid the
Captain, “ for do you know the old French-
woman is among us ? ’Fore George, I
have fcarce made any ufe of her yet, by
reafon I have had nobody with me that
could enjoy a joke : howfomever, it fhall go
hard but we’ll have fome diverfion now.”

Sir Clement very much approved of the
propofal ; and we then went into the houfe,
where he had a very grave teception from
Mrs. Mirvan, who is by no means pleafed
with his vifit, and a look of much difcon-
tent from Madame Duval, who faid to me,
in a low voice, *‘ I’d as fooh have feen Old
Nick as that man, for he’s the moft im-
pertinenteft perfon in the world, and is n’t
never of my fide.”

The Captain is now aétually occupied in
contriving fome fcheme which, he fays, is
20 play the old Dowager off ; and fo eager and
delighted is he at the idea, that he can {carce-
1y conftrdin his raptures {ufficiently to con-
ceal his defign, éven from herfelf. I wifh,
however, fince I do not dare put Madame
Duval upon her guard, that he had the deli-
CACY not to acquaint me with his intention,

LETTER
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LB T iE: R
Eveling in continvation.

May 13th.

HE Captain’s operations are begun;

=—and, I hope, ended ; for indeed,

poor Madame Duval has already but téo

much reafon to regret Sir Clement’s vifit
to Howard Grove,

Yefterday morning, during breakfaft, as
the Captain was reading the news-paper,
Sir Clement fuddenly begged to look at
it, faying he wanted to know if there was
any account of a tranfa@ion, at which he
had been prefent the evening before his
journey hither, concerning a poor French-
man, who had got into a {crape  which
might coft him his life.

‘The Captain demanded particulars ; and
then Sir Clement told a long ftory, of be-
ing with a party of country friends, at the
Tower, and hearing a man call out for
mercy in French; and that, when he en-
quired into the occafion of his diftrefs, he
was informed, that he had been taken up
upon fufpicion of treafonable practices
againft the government. *“ The poor fel-
low,” continued he, ““no fooner found
that I fpoke French, than he befought me
A 4 to
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to hear him, protefting that he had no evil
defigns ; that he had been but a fhort time
in England, and only waited the return of
a Lady from the country, to quit it for
ever.”

Madame Duval changed colour, and lif-
tened with the utmoft attention.

“‘ Now, though I by no means approve
of fo many foreigners continually flocking
into our country,” added he, addrefling
himfelf to the Captain, “yet I could nos
help pitying the poor wretch, becaufe he
did not know enough of Englith to make
his defence : however, I found it impofiible
to affift him, for the mob would neot fuffer
me to interfere. In truth, I am afraid he
was but roughly handled.”

“ Why, did they duck him ?” faid the
Captain.

*“ Something of that fort,” anfwered
he.

“So much the better! fo much the
better !’ cried the Captain, *an impudent
French puppy !—Tll bet you what you will
he was a rafcal. I only wifth all his coun-
trymen were {erved the fame.” :

““I wifh you had been in his place, with
all my foul!” cried Madame Duval, warm-
ly ;—° but pray, Sir, did n’t nobody know
who this poor gentleman was 2

144 Why’,

(&)
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“Why, I did hear his name,” anfwer-
ed Sir Clement, “but I cannot recolleét
M.

“It was n’t,—it was n’t=Du Bois ?”
ftammered out Madame Duval,

“ The very name !” anfwered he, * yes,
Du Bois, I remember it now.”

Madame Duval’s cup fell from her hand,
as {he repeated ““ Du Bois! Monfieur Du
Bois, did you fay ?”?

“DuBois! why that’s my friend.” cried
the Captain, * that’s Monfeer Slhippery, ’'n’t
1t ?—=Why he’s plaguy fond of foufing
work ; howfomever, I’ll be fworn they gave
him his fill of 1t.”

“And I’ll be {worn,” cried Madame
Duval, * that you’re a—but I don’t believe
nothing about it, fo you need n’t be fo over-
joyed, for I dare fay it was no more Mon-
fieur Du Bois than I am.”

“I thought at the time,” faid Sir Cle-
ment, very gravely, ““that I had feen the
gentleman before, and now I recolle&, I
think it was in company with you, Ma-
dam.”

“ With me, Sir!” cried Madame Du-
val.

“ Say you fo!” faid the Captain, why
then, it muft be he, as fure as you’re
alive | —Well but, my good friend, what
will they do with poor Monfeer 2

A5 =iz
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* Tt is difficult to fay,” anfwered Sir
Clement, very thoughtfully, “ but, I thould
fuppofe, that if he has not good friends to
appear for him, he will be in a very un-
pleafant fituation; for thefe are ferious fort
of affairs.”

“ Why do you think they’ll hang him#”’
demanded the Captain.

Sir Clement thook his head, but made no
anfwer.

Madame Duval could no longer contain
her agitation ; fhe ftarted from her chair,
repeating, with a wvoice half choaked,
* Hang him!==they can’t,—~they tha’n’t,—
let them at their peril l—however, it’s all
falfe, and I won’t believe a word of it j=
bat I’ll go to town this very moment, and
fee M. Du Bois myfelf ;—I won’t wait for
nothing.” -

Mrs. Mirvan begged her not to be alarm-
ed ; but the flew out of the room, and up
ftairs into her own apartment. Lady How-
ard blamed both the gentlemen for having
been fo abrupt, and followed her, I would
have accompanied her, but the Captain
ftopped me; and, having firft laughed very
heartily, faid he was going to read his com-
miffion to his thip’s company.

“ Now, do you fee,” faid he, “as to
Lady Howard, 1 fha’n’t pretend for to en-
lift her into my fervice, and fo I fhall een

leave
()
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Jeave her to make it out as well as fhe can
but as to all you. I expeét obedience and
fubmiffion to orders; 1 am now upon a ha-
zardous expedition, having undertaken to
convoy a crazy veflel to the thore of Mor-
tification 3 fo, d’ye fee, if any of you have
any thing to propofe, that will forward the
enterprize,~why fpeak and welcome; but
if any of you, that are of my chofen crew,
capitulate, or enter into any treaty with
the engmy,—I fhall look upon you as mu-
tinying, and turn you adrift.”

Having finithed this harangue, which
was interlarded with many expreffions, and
fea-phrafes, that I cannot recollect, he gave
Sir Clement a wink of intelligence, and left
us to ourfelves.

Indeed, notwithftanding the attempts I
fo frequently make of writing fome of the
Captain’s converfation, I can only give
you a faint idea of his language 3 for almoft
every other word he utters, is accompanied
by an oath, which, T am {ure, would be
as unpleafant for you to read, as for me to
write. And, beflides, he makes ufe of a
thoufand fea-terms, which are to me quite
unintelligible.

Poor Madame Duval fent to enquire at
all probable places, whether fhe could be
conveyed to town in any ftage-coach’;” but
the Captain’s fervant brought her-for ‘ant

: A6 {wer,
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fwer, that no London ftage would pafs near
Howard Grove till to-day. She then fent
to order a chaife; but was foon affured,
that no horfes could be procured. ~She was
fo much inflamed by thefe difappointments,
that fhe threatened to fet out for town on
foot, and it was with difficulty that Lady
Howard diffuaded her from this mad
{cheme.

The whole morning was filled up with
thefe enquiries. But, when we were all
affembled to dinner, fhe endeavoured to
appear perfectly uncancerned, and repeat-
edly protefted that the gave not any credit
to the report, as far as it regarded M. Du
Bois, being very certain that he was nost
the perfon in queftion.

‘The Captain ufed the moft provoking ef-
forts to convince her that fhe deceived her
felf; while Sir Clement, with more art,
though not lefs malice, affeGed to be of
her opinion; but, at the fame time that he
pretended to relieve her uneafinefs, by fay-
ing that he doubted not having miftaken
the name, he took care to enlarge upon the
danger to which the unknown gentleman was
expofed, and exprefled great concern at his
perilous fituation.

Dinner was hardly removed,. when a let-
ter was delivered to Madame Duval. The
moment {he had read it, fhe haltily de-

manded.
@
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manded from whom it came ? ‘A country
boy brought it,” anfwered the fervant,
* but he would not wait.”

“ Run after him this inftant I cried
fhe, * and be fure you bring him back.
Mon Dieu! quel avanture! gue ferai-je 2>

* What’s the matter ? what’s the mat.
ter ?”” faid the Captain.

“ Why nothing,—nothing’s the matter,
O mon Diey I

And fhe rofe, and walked about the
room.

“ Why, what—nhas Monfeer fent to
you ?” continued the Captain: * is that
there letter from him?

* No,—it I’n’t s=befides, if it is, it’s
nothing to you.”

“ O then, I'm fure it is! Pray now,
Madame, don’t be fo clofe , come, tell us
all about it,—what does he fay ? how did
he relith the horfe-pond >—which did he
find beft, foufing fingle ‘or. double 2—~’Fore
George, *twas plaguy unlucky you was not
with him [’

 It’s no fuch a thing, Sir,” cried fhe,
very angrily, * and if yow’re fo very fond
of a horfe-pond, I with you’d put yourfelf
into one, and not be always a thinking
about other people’s being ferved fo.”

The man then came in, to acquaint heg
they could not overtake the boy. She
fcolded
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fcolded violently, and was in fuch pertur-
bation, that Lady Howard interfered, and
begged to know the caufe of her uneafi-
nefs, and whether fhe could affift her?

Madame Duval caft her eyes upon the
Captain and Sir Clement, and faid fhe
fhould be glad to fpeak to her Ladyfhip,
without fo many witnefles.

“ Well, then, Mifs Anville,” faid the

Captain, turning to mc, “ do yeu and
Molly go into another room, and ftay there
till Mrs. Duval has opened her mind te
s,
“ 8o you muey think, Sir,”. cried fhe,
but who’s fool then? no, no, you
need n’t trouble yourfelf to make a ninny
of me, neither, for ’mnot fo ealfily taken
in, T’ll affure you.”

Lady Howard then invited her into the
drefling-room, and I was defired to attend
her.

As foon as we had thut the door, “ O
my Lady,” exclaimed Madame Duval,
“here’s the moft cruelleft thing in the
world has happened !=—But that Captain is
fuch a beaft, 1 can’t fay nothing before
him,—but it’s all true! poor M. Du Bois
is tooked up 1”

Lady Howard begged her to be com-
forted, faying that, as M, Du Bois was cer-

tainly

(21
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tainly innocent, there could be no doubt
of his ability to clear himfelf.

“ To be fure, my Lady,” anfwered {he,
“ T know he is innocent; and to be fure
they’ll never be fo wicked as to hang him
for nothing ?”

“ Certainly not ;” replied Lady How-
ard, “ you have no reafon to be uneafy.
This is not a country where punifhment is
inflicted without ‘proof.”

¢ Very true, my Lady; but the worft
thing is this; I cannot bear that that fel-
low, the Caprain, thould know about it}
for 'if he does, I fha’n’t never hear the
laft of it;—no more won’t poor M. Du
Bois.”

“ Well, well,” faid Lady Howard,
* thew me the letter, and I will endeavour
to advife you.”

The letter was then produced. It was
figned by the clerk of 'a country juftice
who acquainted her, that a prifoner, then
upon trial for fufpicion of treafonable prac-
tices againft the government, was juft upon
the point of being committed to jail, but
having declared that he was known to her,
this clerk had been prevailed upon to write,
in order to enquire if the really could fpeak
to the character and family of a Frenchman
who called himfelf Pierre Du Bois.

When
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When I heard the letter, I was quite
amazed at-its fuccefs. So improbable did
it feem, that a foreigner thould be taken
before a country juftice of peace, for-a
crime of fo dangerous a nature, that I can-
not imagine how Madame Duval could be
alarmed, even for a moment. But, with
all her violence of temper, I fee that fhe
is eafily frightened, and, in fact, more cow-
ardly than many who have not half her
{pirit ; and fo little does fne reflect upon
circumftances, or probability, that the 1s
continually the dupe of her own—1I ought
not to fay ignorance, but yet, 1 can think
of no other word.

I believe that Lady Howard, from the
beginning of the tranfal&ion, fufpected fome
contrivance of the Captain, and this letter,
I am fure, muft confirm her fufpicion:
however, ‘though fhe is not at all pleafed
with his frolick, yet fhe would not hazard
the confequence of difcovering his de-
figns : her looks, her manner, and her cha-
raéter, made me draw this conclufion from
her apparent perplexity ; for not a word did
fhe fay, that implied any doubt of the au-
ahenticity of the letter. Indeed there feems
to be a fort of tacit agreement between
her and the Captain, that fhe fhould not
appear to be acquainted with his {chemes ;

by
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by which means fhe at once avoids quar-
rels, and fupports her dignity.

While- the was confidering what to pro-
pofe, Madame Duval begged to have the
ufe of her Ladyfhip’s chariot, that fhe
might go immediately to the afliftance of
her friend. Lady Howard politely affured
her, that it would be extremely at her f{cr-
vice; and then Madame Duval befought
her not to-own to the Captain what had
happened, protefting that fhe could not
endure he fhould know poor M. Du Bois
had met with fo unfortunate an accident.
Lady Howard could not help fmiling,
though the readily promifed not to inform
the Captain .of the affair. . As to me, fthe
defired my attendance; which I was by no
means rejoiced at,, as I was certain the was
going upon a fruitlefs errand.

I was then commiffioned to order the
chariot.

At the foot of the ftairs I met the Cap-
tain, who was moft impatiently waiting the
refult of the conference. In an inftant we
were joined by Sir Clement, A thoufand
enquiries were then made concerning Ma-
dame Duval’s opinion of the letter, and her
intentions upon it: and when I would have
left them, Sir Clement, pretending equal
eagernefs with the Captain, caught my
hand, and repeatedly detained me, to afk
fome
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fome frivolous queftion, to the anfwer of
which he muft be totally indifferent. At
length, however, I broke from them ; they
retired into the parlour, and I executed my
commiffion.

The carriage was foon ready, and Ma-
dame Duval having begged Lady Howard
to fay fhe was not well, ftole foftly down
ftairs, defiring me to follow her. The
chariot was ordered at the garden-door ;
and when we were feated, fhe told the man,
according to the clerk’s directions, to drive
to Mr. Juftice Tyrell’s, afking, at the
fame time, how many miles off he lived ?

I expected he would have anfwered that
he knew of no fuch perfon; but, to my
great furprife, he faid, ** Why *Squire Ty=
rell lives about nine miles beyond the

ark,”

* Drive  faft, then,” cried fhe, ““and
you fha’n’t be no worfe for it.”

During our ride, which was extremely
tedious, fthe tormented herfelf with a thou-
fand fears for M. Du Bois’ fafety; and
piqued herfelf very much upon having
efcaped unfeen by the Captain, not only
that fhe avoided his triumph, but becaufe
fthe knew him to be fo much M. Du Bois’
enemy, that fhe was fure he would preju-
dice the Juftice againft him, and endea-,
vour to. take away his life. For my part,

I was
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I was quite athamed of being enga
fo ridiculous an affair, aid coulc
think of the abfurd appearaice we fhould
make upo6n our arrival at Mr. Tyrell’s,

When we had been out tear two hours,
and expected every moment to ftop at the
place of our deftination, 1 obferved that
L.ady Howard’s fervant, who attended us
on horfeback, rode on forward till he was
out of fight, and foon ater returning,
came up to the chariot-window, and de-
livering a note to Madame Duval, faid he
had ‘met a boy, who was jut coming with
it to Howard Grove, from the Clerk of
Mr. Tyrell.

While the was reading it, he rode round
to the other window, and, making a fign
for fecrecy, put into my land a flip of
paper, on which was writtér, * Whatever
happens, be not alarmed,—~—f>r yox are fafe,
—though you endanger all mankind !’

I readily imagined that Sir Clement muft
be the author of this note, which prepared
me to expelt fome difagreeatle adventure ;
but I had no time to ponder upon it, for
Madame Duval had no foeer read her
own letter, than, in an angry tone of voiee,
fhe exclaimed, ““ Why now what a thing
15« this ! here ‘we’re come all this way for
nothing !’

She
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She tlen gave me the note, which in=
formed ler, that fhe need not trouble her-
felf to go to Mr. Tyrell’s, as the prifoner
had had the addrefs to efcape. I congra-
tulated ler upon this fortunate incident ;
but the vas fo much concerned at having
rode fo far in vain, that fhe feemed leis
pleafed taan provoked. However, {he or-
dered the man to make what hafte he could
home, a: the hoped, at leaft, to return be-
fore the Captain fhould fufpeét what had
pafied.

"The carriage turned about, and we jour-
neyed foquietly fornearan hour,that I began
to flatter myfelf we fhould be fuffered to
proceed 10 Howard Grove without further
moleftation, when, fuddenly, the footman
called out, * John, are we going right

“ Why, I a’n’t fure,” faid the coachman,
“ but I’m afraid we turned wrong.”

“ Wlat do you mean by that, Sirrah?”
faid Malame - Duval, * why if you lofe
your war, we fhall be all in the dark.”

“ I tlink we fhould turn to the left,”
faid the ‘ootman.

- “ To the left!” anfwered the other,

No, m, I'm partly fure we thould turn
to the rizht.”

5 ;‘ IY01 had better make fome enquiry,”
aid I,

“ Ma
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¢ Mg fo[,” cried Madame Duval, “ we’re
in a fine hole, here !=——they neither of them
know no more than the poﬁ However, I’ll
tell my Lady, as fure as you’re born, fo
you’d better find the way.”

 Let s try this lane,” faid the footman,

¢ No,” faid the coachman, “ that’s the
road to Canterbury ; we had beft go ftraight
On »

 Why that’s the diret London road,”
returned the foofman “and will lead us
twenty miles about

““ Pardi,” cried Madame Duval, “ why
they won’t go one way nor tothu‘! and,
now we’re come all this jaunt for nothing,
I fuppofe we fha’n’t get home to-night 1’

““ Let’s go back to the public-houfe,”
faid the f\)orman, “and afk for a guide.”

“ No, no,’ ’ faid the other, ““if we ftay
here a few minutes, (omf*body or other
will pafs by: and t'lc horfes are qlmof’c
knocked up already.”

“ Well, 1 proteft,” cried Madame Du-
val, rd give a guinea to fee them fots
both horfe-whipped ! As fure as ’m alive,
they’re drunk! Ten to one but they’ll
overturn us next !”

After much debating, they, at length,
agreed togo on, till we came to fome inn,
or met with a paﬁ"cncrer who coald direct
us. We foon arrived at a fmall farm-houfe;
and
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and the footman alighted, and went into
it.

In a few minutes he returned, and. told
us we might proceed, for that he had pro-
cured a direGion ; ° But,” added he,
€ it feems there are fome thieves here-
abouts ; and fo the beft way will be for
you to leave your watches and purfes with
the farmer, who I know very well, and wha
is an honeft man, and a tenant of my
Lady’s.”

“ Thieves 1” cried Madame Duval, look-

ing aghaft, *“ the Lord help us !—I’ve no
doubt but we fhall be all murdered

The farmer came up to us, and we gave
him all we were worth; and the {ervants
followed cur example. We then proceeded,

"’

and Madame Duval’s anger fo entirely fub-
fided, that, in the mildeft manner imagin-
able, fhe intreated them to make hafte, and
promifed to tell their Lady how diligent and
obliging they had been. She perpetually
ftopped them, to afk if they apprehended
any danger ; and was, at length, fo much
overpowered by her fears, that fhe made the
footman faften his horfe to the back of the
carriage, and then come and feat himfelf
within-it. My endeavours to encourage
her were fruitlefs ; the fat in the middlbe,
held the man by the arm, and protefted
that if he did but fave her life, the would

5 make




&
F
ns

VELEN A 23

<

make his fortune, Her uneafinefs gave
me much concern, and it was with the
utmoft difficulty I forbore to acquaint her
that fhe was impofed upon; but the mu.
tual fear of the Captain’s refentment to
me, and of her own to him, neither of
which would have any moderation, deter-
red me. As to the footman, he was evi-
dently in torture from reftraining his laugh-
ter, and I obferved that he was frequently
obliged to make moft horrid grimaces,
from pretended fear, in order to conceal his
rifibility.

Very foon after, The robbers are
coming ! cried the coachman,

The footman opened the door, and
jumped out of the chariot,

Madame Duval gave a loud fcream,

I could no longer preferve my filence,
“ For Heaven’s fake, my dear Madam,”
faid I, “don’t be alarmed,~you are in no
danger—you are quite fafe,~there is no-
thing but—"

Here the chariot was ftopped, by two
men in maiks, who, at each fide, put in
their hands, as if for our purfes. Madame
Duval funk to the bottom of the chariot,
and implored their mercy. I fhrieked in.
voluntarily, although prepared for the at.
tack : one of them held me faft, while the

Other

(19
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other tore poor Madame Duval out of the
carriage, in fpite of her cries, threats, and
refiftance.

I was really frightened, and trembled ex-
ceedingly. ¢ My angel 1” cried the man
who held me, ¢ you. cannot furely be
alarmed,—do you not know me ?—I {hall
hold myfelf in eternal abhorrence, if I have
really terrified you.”

¢ Indeed, Sir Clement; you have”
cried I,— but, for Heaven’s fake, where
is Madame Duval ? — why is fhe forced
away?”’

‘“ She is perfectly fafe ; the Captain has
her in charge: but fuffer me now, my
adored Mifs Anville, to take the only op-
portunity that is allowed me, to fpeak
upon another, a much dearer, much {weeter
fubject.”

And then he haftily came into the cha-
riot, and feated himfelf next to me. I
would fain have difengaged myfelf from
him, but he would not let me;  Deny
me not, moft charming of women,” cried
he, ¢ deny me not this only moment that
is lent me, to pour forth my foul into your
gentle ears,~to tell you how much I fuf-
fer from your abfence,—how much I dread
your difpleafure,—and how cruelly I am af-
fe&ted by your coldnefs !

“ Q Siny
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* O Sir, this is no time for fuch lan-
guage,=—pray leave me, pray go to the re-
lief of Madame Duval, = I cannot bear
that fhe fhould be treated with fuch indig-
nity.

* And will you,=can you command
my abfence ?—~When may I {peak to you,
if not now ?=—does the Captain fuffer me
to breathe a moment out.of his fight >—and
are not a thoufand impertinent people for
ever at your elbow ?”

* Indeed, Sir Clement, you muft change
your ftyle, or I will not hear you. The
imperiinent people you mean, are among my
beft friends, and you would not, if you
really withed me well, fpeak of them fo
difrelpectfully.”

“ Wifth you well! —O Mifs Anville,
point but out to me how, in what man-
ner I may convince you of the fervour of
my paflion,—tell me but what fervices you
will accept from me,—and you fhall find
any life, my fortune, my whole foul at your
devotion.”

“ I want nothing, Sir, that you can_of-
fer ; —1 beg you not to talk to me fo~={o
firangely. Pray leave me, and pray aflure
youriclf, you cannot take any method fo
fuccefslefs to fhew any regard for me, as
entering into {chemes fo frightful to Ma-

oL, L B daroe
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dame Duval, and fo difagreeable to my-
felf.”

“ The fcheme was the Captain’s ; I even
oppded it : though, I own, I could not
refufz myfelf the fo-long-withed-for hap-
pinek, of fpeaking to you once more,
without fo many of—your friends to watch
me.. And 1 had flattered myfelf, that the
note I charged the footman to give you
woul have prevented the alarm you have
recewed.”

“ Well, Sir, you have now, I hope, faid
enough 3 and, if you will not go yourfelf to
fee for Madame Duval, at leaft fuffer me
to erquire what is become of her.”

“ And when may I fpeak to you a-
gain?”’

““ No matter when,—I don’t know,—
perhaps—"

““ Perhaps what, my angel ?*’

*“ Perhaps wever, Sir,—if you torment
me thus.”

“ Never! O Mifs Anville, how cruel,
how piercing to my foul is that icy word!
—Indeed, 1 cannot endure fuch difplea-
fure”

“ Then, Sir, you muft not provoke it.
Prar leave me directly.”

“1 will, Madam: but let me, at leaft,
male a merit of my obedience,~allow me
to hope that you will, in future, be lefs

- averfe
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averle ‘to’ trufting yourfelf for a.few mo-
ments alone with me.”

I was furprifed at the freedom of this
requéelt 5 but, while I ‘hefitated how to an-
fwer it, ‘the ‘other 'mafk ‘came up -to the
charioc-door, and, in @ voice ‘almoft fifled
with laughter,” faid, * I’'ve ‘done for her !
~—the old "buck is ' fafe ;==but 'we muft
theer off direétly, or we fhall ‘be all a-
ground.”™

Sir Clement inftantly lefc me, mounted
‘his horfe, and rode off,  The Captain, hav-
ing given fome dire@ions to the fervants,
‘followed “him.

I'was both uneafy and impatient to know
the fate of ‘Madame Duval, “and ' imme-
diately got out-of the ' chariot to feck
her. I defired the footman to fhew me
which way the was gone s he pointed with
his finger, by way of anfwer, and I faw that
he ‘dared ‘not truft his voice to make any
other. I walked on, “a 'very quick pace,
and foon, to my great confternation, per-
ceived the poor lady, feated upright in a
ditch. T flew to her, with unfeigned con-
cern at her {ituation. She ‘was fobbing,
nay, almolt roaring, and in-‘the utmolt
agony of rage and terror. As foon as:fthe
faw me, fhe redoubled her cries, ‘but her
voice was fo broken, T' could not under-
ftand a word fhe faid. - I was fo much

* B 2 thocked,
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fhocked, that it was with difficulty ¥ for-
bore exclaiming againft the cruelty of the
Captain, for thus wantonly ill-treating her;
and I could not forgive myfelf for having
pafiively fuffered the deception. I ufed my
utmoft endeavours to comfort her, affuring
her of our prefent fafety, and begging her
to rife, and return to the chariot.

Almoft burfting with paffion, fhe pointed
to her feet, and with frightful violence, the
actually beat the ground with her hands.

I then faw, that her feet were tied toge-
ther with a ftrong rope, which was faftened
to the upper branch of a tree, even with an
hedge which ran along the ditch where fhe
fat. 1 endeavoured to untie the knot, but
foon found it was infinitely beyond my
ftrength, I was, therefore, obliged to ap-
ply to the footman; but being very un-
willing to add to his mirth, by the fight
of Madame Duval’s fituation, 1 defired him
to lend me a knife; I returned with it,
and cut the rope. Her feet were {oon dif-
entangled, and then, though with great
difficuley I affifted her to rife. But what
was my aftonifhment, when, the moment
fhe was up, fhe hit me a violent flap on
the face! I retreated from her with preci-
pitation and dread, and fhe then loaded me
with reproaches, which, though almoit un-
intelligible, convinced me that fhe imagined

I had
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I had voluntarily deferted her; but fhe
feemed ‘not to have the flighteft fufpicion
that the had not been attacked by real
robbers.

I was fo nituch furprifed and confounded
at the blow, that, for fome time, I fuffered
her to rave wirthout making any anfwer;
but her extreme agitation, and real fuffer-
ing, foon difpelled my anger, which all
turned into compaffion. 1 then told her,
that I had been forcibly detained from fol-
lowing her, and aflured her of my rea! for-
row at her ill ufage,

She  began to be fomewhat appeafed ;
and I again entreated her to return to the
carriage, or give me leave to order that it
fhould draw up to the place where we
ftood. She made no anfwer, till I told her,
that the longer we remained ftill, the
greater would be the danger of our ride
home. Struck with this hint, fhe fud-
denly, and with hafty fteps, moved for-
ward.

Her drefs was in fuch diforder, that I
was quite forry to have her figure expofed
to the fervants, who all of them, in imita-
tion of their mafter, hold her in derifion :
however, the difgrace was unavoidable.

The ditch, happily, was almoft quite
dry, or fhe muft have fuffered fill more
ferioufly ; yet, fo forlorn, fo miferable a
B3 figure,
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ficure;, 1 never! before fav..»Ier head-
drefs had fallen off; her lnen was!'torng
her negligee had not a pin left in-it3 her
petticoats fhe was obliged t¢ hold on; and
her fhoes. were perpetually flipping off.
She was covered with dirt, weeds, and filthy
and her face was really. herrible, for the
pomatum. and powder: from her head, and
the duft from the road, were quite pgjied on
her fkin by her tears; which,with her zouge,
made fo frightful a mixture, that fhe hardly
loaked human.

The fervants were readyr to die with
laughter, the moment they faw her; but
not all my remonftrances could prevail
upon her to get into the curriage, till fhe
had moft vehemently regroached = them
both, for not refcuing her, The footman;
fixing his eyes on the grownd, as- if fears
ful of again trufting himfelf to look at her,
protefted that the robbers lad vowed they
would fhoot him, if he moved an inch,
and that one of them had fayed to watch
the chariot, while the other tarried her off;
adding, that the reafon of their behaving
{o barbaroufly, was to reveige our having
fecured our purfes. Notwithftanding her
anger, fhe gave immediate credit to what
he faid, and really imagined that her want
of money had irritated the >retended rob-
bess to treat her with fuch cruelty, 1 de-
termined,
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termined, therefore, to be' carefully upon
my guard, not to betray the impofition,
which could now anfwer no other purpofe,
than occafioning an. irreparable breach: be.
tween her and the Captain.

Juft as we were feated in the chariot, fhe
difcovered the lofs which her head had {uf-
tained, and called out, * MyGod ! what is
becomed of my hair /=—why the villain has
ftole all my cuds !

She then ordered the man to run and fee
if he could find any of them in the ditch.
He went, and prefently returning, pro-
duced a great quantity of hair, 1n {fuch
a nafty condition, that I was amazed fhe
would take it; and the man, as he deli-
vered it to her,found it impoffible to keep
his countenance; which fhe no fooner ob-
ferved, than all her ftormy paffions were a-
gain raifed.  She ﬁuno the battered curls
in his face, faying, Slrrah what do you
grin for? I vifh you’d been ferved fo
yourfelf, and you would n’t have found it
no fuch joke : you are the impudenteft fel-
low ever I fee, and if I find you dare grin
at me any more, | fhall make no ceremony
of boxing your ears.’

Satisfied with the threat, the man haftily
retired, and we drove on.

Her anger now fubfiding into grief, fhe
began moft forrowfully to “lament her cafe,
B 4 “ I be-
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““ 1 believe,” fhe cried, * never nobody
was fo unlucky as I am ! and fo here, be-
caufe 1 ha’n’t had misfortunes enough al-
ready, that puppy has made me lofe my
curls!—Why, I can’t fee nobody without
them :—only look at me,—I was never {fo
bad off in my life before. Pardi, if I’d
know’d as much, I’d have brought two or
three fets with me : but I’d never a thcught
of fuch a thing as this.”

Finding her now fomewhat pacified, I
ventured to aflk an account of her adven-
ture, which I will endeavour to write in
her own words.

* Why, child, all this misfortune comes
of that puppy’s making us leave our mo-
ney behind us ; for as foon as the robber fee
1 did not put nothing in his hands, he
tugged me out of the chariot by main
force, and I verily thought he’d have mur-
dered me. He was as itrong as a lien; 1
was no more in his hands than a child,
But I believe never nobody was fo abufed
before, for he dragged me down the road,
pulling and hawling me all the way, as if
1’d no more feeling than a horfe. I’m fure
I with I could fee that man cut up and
quartered alive ! however, he’ll come to
the gallows, that’s one good thing. = So, as
foon as we’d gat out of ficht ot the cha-
riot,==though he need n’t have been afraid,

or
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for if he’d beat me to a' mummy, thofe
cowardly fellows would n’t have faid no-
thing to it.=—~So0, when I was got there,
what does he do, but, all of a fudden, he
takes me by both the fhoulders, and he
gives me fuch a fhake!—AMon Dien! 1
fhall never forget it, if I live to be an hun-
dred.  I’m fure I dare fay I’m out of jaint
all over., And, though I made as much
noife as ever I could, he took no more
notice of it than nothing at all, but there
he ftood, fhaking me in that manner, as if
he was doing it for a wager. I’m deter-
mined, if it coflts me all my fortune, I’ll fee
-that villain hanged. He fhall be found
out, if there’s e’er a juftice in England. So
when he had thooked me till he was tired,
and I felt all over like a jelly, without fay-
ing never a word, he takes and pops ne
into the ditch! I'm fure I thought he'd
have murdered me, as much as } ever
thought any thiag in my life, for he kept
bumping me about, as if he thought no-
thing too bad for me. However, 'm re-
folved I’ll never leave my purfe behind me
again, the longeft day I have to live, Se
when he could n’t ftand over me no longer,
he holds out "his hands again for my mo-
ney ; but he was as cunning as could be,
for he would n’t fpeak a word, becaufe [
thould n’t fwear to his vaqice; however,
B ;5 that
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that fha’n’t fave him, for Ill {wear to hiny
any day in the year, if I can but catch
him. = So, when I told him I had no -mo-
ney,. he fell to jerking me again, juft as if
he had but that moment begun And;
after that, he got me clofe by a tree, and
out of his pocket he pulls a great cord!—
It’s 2 wonder I did not fwoon away, for ds
fure as you’re alive, he was goingto hang
me to that tree. I fcreamed like any thing
mad, and told him if he would but {pare
my life, I’d never profecute him, ‘nor tell
nobody what he’d done to me : fo he ftoed
fome time, quite in a brown ftudy, a thinks
ing what he fhould do. And fo, after
that, he forced me to fit down in the ditch,
and he tied my feet together, jult as you
{ee them, and then, as if he had not done
enough, he twitched off my eap, and,
without faying nothing, got on his: horfe,
and léft me in that condition, thinking, &
£1ip}3’?fe, that I might lie there and pe-

Though this narrative almoft compelled
mie to laugh, yet I was really irritated with
the Captain, for carrying his love of tor-
mentingy—/por?, he calls it,==to fuch bar-
barous and unjuftifiable extremes. I con-
foled and foothed her as well as I was able,
and told her that, fince M, Du Bois had
efcaped,
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efcaped, I hoped, when fhe recovered from
her fright, all would end well.

“ Fright, child!” repeated fhe, * why,
that’s not half ;—I promife you, 'T wifh it
was 3 but here I’m bruifed from top to toe,
and it’s well if ever I have the right ufe of
my limbs again. However, I’'m glad the
villain got nothing but his trouble for his
pains,  But here the worft is to come, for
I' can’t go out, becaufe I've got no curls,
and fo he’ll be efcaped, before I can get to
the Juftice to ftop him. I’'m refolved I’ll
tell Lady Howard how her man ferved me,
for if he had n’t made me fling em away,
I dare fay I could have pinned them wup
well enough for the country.”

*“ Perhaps Lady Howard may be able
to lend you a cap that will wear without
them.”

“ Lady Howard, indeed ! why, do you
think I’d wear one of her dowdies ? No,
P’ll promife you, I fha’n’t put on no fuch
difguifement. It’s the unluckieft thing ‘in
~ the world that I did not make the man
~pick up the curls again; but he put me in
fuch a paffion, I could not think of no-
thing. Iknow I can’t get none at'Howard
“ Grove for love nor money, for of all the
ftupid places ever I fee, that Howard
Grove is the worft ! there’s never no get-
 ting nothing one wants.” -
| B 6 This
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This {ort of converfation lafted till we
arrived at our journey’s end ; and then, a
new diftrefs occurred ; Madame Duval was
cager to fpeak to Lady Howard and Mrs,
Mirvan, and to relate her misfortunes, but
the could not endure that Sir Clement or
the Captain fhould fee her in fuch diforder,
for the faid they were fo ill-natured, that
inftead of pitying her, they would only
make a jeft of her difafters. She therefore
fent me firft into the houfe, to wait for an
opportunity of their being out of the way,
that {he might fteal up ftairs unobferved.
In this I fucceeded, as the gentlemen
thought it moft prudent not to feem watch-
g for her; though they both contrived
to divert themfelves with peeping at her as
fhe palled.

She went immediately to bed, where fhe
had her fupper. Lady Howard and Mrs.
Mirvan both of them very kindly fat
with her, and liftened to her tale with
compaflionate attention ; while” Mils Mir-
van and I retired to our own room, whert
I was very glad to end the troubles of the
day in a comfortable converiation.

‘The Captain’s raptures, during fupper
at the fuccefs of his plan, were boundlefs
1 fpoke, afterwards, to Mrs. Mirvan, with
the opennefs which her kindnefs encou
rages, andGbegged her to remonftrate with

him
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him upon the cruelty of tormenting Ma-
dame Duval fo caufelefsly. She promifed
to take the firft opportunity of ftarting the
fubje@, but faid he was, at prefent, fo
much elated that he would not liften to her
with any patience. However, fhould he
make any new efforts to moleit her, I can
by no means confent to be paffive. Had [
imagined he would have been fo violent,
I would have rifked his anger in her defence
much fooner.

She has kept her bed all day, and de-
clares the is almoft bruifed to death.

Adieu, dear Sir. What a long letter
have I written ! I could almoft fancy I fent
it you from London !

LoET-T - E R° 'HI,

Evelina in continuation,

Howard Grove, May 15th.

HI1S infatiable Captain, if left to

; himfelf, would not, I believe, reft,
till he had tormented Madame Duval into
a fever. He feems to have no delight but
in terrifying or provoking her, and all his
thoughts apparently turn upon invenfting
uch
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fuch methods as may do it moft effec-
tually.

She had her breakfal again in bed yef-
terday morning ; but during ours, the
Captiin, with a very fignificant look at Sir
Clement, gave us to wnderftand, that he
thought fhe had now refted long enough to
bear the hardfhips of a freth campaign.

His meaning was obvious, and, there-
fore, I refolved to endavour immediately
to put a ftop to his intended exploits,
When breakfaft was.over, I followed Mrs.
Mirvan out of the parloar, and begged her
to lofe no time in plexding the caufe of
Madame Duval with the Captain.  *“ My
love;” anfwered fhe, . have already ex-
poftulated with hims but all I can fay'is
fruitlefs, while his favaurite Sir Clement
contrives to urge him on”

“ Then I will go anc fpeak to Sir Cle-
ment,” faid 1, “for I know he will defift,
if I requeft him.”

“Have. a care, my dear” faid fhe,
fmiling, ““1t i1s fometmes dangerous to
make r_eq}le{’cs to men, who are too defirous
of receiving them.”

“Well then, my dear Madam, will you
give me leave to {peak myfelf to the Cap-
tain 2”

* Willingly ; nay, I will accompany you

to him.”
I thanked
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I thanked ther, and we went to feek him,
He was walking in the garden with Sir
Clement., = Mrs,, Mirvan moft obligingly
made(zm opening for my purpofe, by fay-
ing, ‘‘ Mr. Mirvan, I have brought a pe-
titioner with me.”

““W hy. what’s the matter now 2’ cried he.

I was fearful of making him angry, and
ftammiered  very imuch, when I told him, I
hoped’ he had .no new plan for alarming
Madame Duval.

¢ New. plan!” cried he, * why, you
don’t. fuppofe the ¢d one would do again,
do you 2. Not but what it was a very good
one, -only I doubt the would n’t bite.”

‘ Indeed, ,Siry" faid I, *° the has al-
ready fuffered too much, and I hope you
will pardon me, f { take the liberty of
telling you, that [ think it my duty to
do all in my power to preyent her being
again fo much terrified.”

A fullen gloomisefs inftantly clouded his
face, and, turning fhort from me, he faid,
I might do as I plafed, but that I fhould
much fooner repent than repair my offi-
cioufnefs.

I was too ‘much difconcerted at. this
rebuff, to attempt making any anfwer, and,
finding that Sir Clement warmly efpoufed
my caufe, 1 walked away, and left them
to difcufs the point together.

Mrs. Mirvan, vho never fpeaks to the
Captain

A 39
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Captain when he is out of humour, wa$
glad to follow me, and, with her ‘ufual
fweetnefs, made a thoufand apologies- for
her hufband’s ill-manners.

When I left her, I went to Madame
Duval, who was juit rifen, and employed
in examining the cloaths fhe had on the
day of her ill ufage.

“ Here’s a fight!” cried fhe. * Come
here, child,—only ‘look—Pardi, fo long
as I've lived, I never fee fo much before!
Why, all my things are fpoilt, and, what’s
worfe, my facque was as good as new.
Here’s the fecond negligee I’ve had ufed in
this manner !=—1 am fure I was a fool to put
iton, in fuch a lonefome place as this ; how-
ever, if I ftay here thefe ten years, I'll
never put on another good gown, that I'm
refolved.”

“Will you let the maid try if fhe can
iron it out, or clean it, Ma’am ?

“ No, fhe'll only make bad worfe.~—
But look here, now, here’s a cloak ! Man
Dien ! why, it looks like a difh-clout ! Of
all the unluckinefles that ever I met, this
is the worft ! for, do you know, I bought it
but the day before I left Paris >==Befides,
into the bargain, my cap’s quite gone;
where the villain twitched 1t, I don’t know,
but T never fee no more of it, from that
time to this, - Now you muft know this
was the becomingeft cap I had in the

world,
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world, for I’'ve never another with pink
- ribbon in it; and, fe tell you the truth,
if I had n’t thought to have feen M. Du
- Bois, I"d no more have put it on than
I'd have flown ; for as to what one wears
in fuch a ftupid place as this, it fignifies
no more than nothing at all.”

She then told me, that fhe had been
thinking all night of a contrivance to hin-
der the Captain from finding out her lofs of
curlsy which was, having a large gauze
handkerchief pinned on her head as a hood,
and faying fhe had the tooth-ach.

“To tell you the truth,” added fhe,.
“1 believe that Captain is one of the
worft men in the world ; he’s always making
a joke of me; and as to his being a gentle-
man, he has no more manners than a bear,
for he’s always upon the grin when one’s
in diftrefs ; and, I declare, I’d rather be
done any thing to than laugh'd at, for,
to my mind, its one or other the difa-
~greeableft thing in the world.”

Mrs. Mirvan, I found, had been en-
deavouring to diffuade her from the de- -
fign fhe had formed, of having recourfe
to the law, in order to find out the fup-
pofed robbers ; for fhe dreads a difcovery
of the Captain, during Madame Duval’s
itay at Howard Grove, as it could not
fail being productive of infinite commo-
tion.
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tion. She has, therefore, taken great pains
to {hew the inutility of applying to juftice,
unlefs the were more able to defcribe the
offenders againft whom fhe would appear,
and has aflured her, that. as fhe neither
heard their voices, nor faw their faces, fhe
cannot poflibly fwear. to ' their perfons, ot
obtain any redrefs.

Madame Duval, in telling me this, ex-
tremely lamented her hard fate, that fhe
was thus prevented from revenging her in-
juries 5 which, however, the vowed fhe
would not be perfuaded to packet tamelys
 becaufe,” added the, * if fuch villains as
thele are let to have their own way, and
nobody takes no notice of their impudence,
they’ll make no more ado than nothing at
all of tying people in ditches, and fuch
things as that: however, 1 fhall confult
with M. Du Bois, as foon as I can ferret
out where he’s hid himfelf. I’m fure I’'ve
a right to his advice, for it’s all along of
his gaping about at the Tower that I've
met with thefe misfortunes.”

“M. Du Bois, faid I, will, I am fure,
be very forry when he hears what has hap-
pen‘ed.”

“ And what good will that do now ?==
that won’t unfpoil all my cloaths; I can

tell himy I a’n’t much obliged to himy

though it’s no fault of his;—yet it 'n’t

the
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the lefs prOVO"x‘irw*tr for that., .| I'm fure, if
he had: beenthere, to have feen me tferved
in that manner, und put neck and heels into
a ditch, l“t’d nomaore; have tm.w ht it was
me, than the Pope -of Rome. 1 Tl pvomi]:
you, whatcvcryou may think of it, I tha’n’t
have no.reft, night nor.day, till I find out
that rogue.”

“ I+.have no a.onm, Madam, but you
will foon difcover ‘him.”

Pardis if 1 do, I’ll hang }nm, as {ure
as fate l=—but what’s the odd ch is that he
fhould take fuch.a fpu,l?l {pite aﬂuill]& ne,
above all the reft | it was as much for no-
thing, as could be, for I don’t know what

! had done, fo par rticular bad, to be ufud
i in that manner: I’m fure, I nad n’t given
¢ him no offence, as 1 know of, for I never
il fee his face all the time ; and as to fcream-
g ingalittle, I think it’s very hard if-one

mult n’t do fuch a thing as that, when one’s

| put in fear of one’s hfe.

During this converfation, the endeavous-
ed to adjuft her head drefs, but could not

it at all pleafe herfelf. Indeed, had I not

been, prefent, I thould have th ouaht it im-
poffible for a woman at her time of life to
be fo very difficult in regard to drefs.

o What the may have in view, I cannot ima-

gine, but the labour of the toiletic feems
the chief bufinefs of her life.
When
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When I left her, in my way down fairs,
I met Sir Clement, who, with great ear.
neftnefs, faid he muft not be denied the
honour of a2 moment’s converfation with
me; and then, without waiting for an
anfwer, he led me to the garden, at the
door of which, however, 1 abfolutely in-
fifted upon ftopping.

He feemed very ferious, and faid, ina
grave tone of voice, ‘“ At length, Mifs
Anville, I flatter myfelf I have hit upon
an expedient that will oblige you, and
therefore, though it is death to myfelf, 1
will put it in prattice.” ;

I begged him te explain himfelf.

“1 faw your defire of faving Madame
Duval, and f{carce could I refrain giving
the brutal Captain my real opinion of his
favage conduct; but I am unwilling to
quarrel with him, left I thould be denied
entrance into a houfe which you inhabit:
I have been endeavouring to prevail with
him to give up his abfurd new fcheme, but
1 find him impenetrable ;—1I have therefor
determined to make a pretence for fuddenly
teaving this place, dear as it is to me, and
containing all I moft admire and adore ==
and I will ftay in town till the violence of
this boobyith humour is abated.”

He ftopped ; but I was filent, for I knew
not. what I ought to fay. He took mj

hand,
r\

P ——
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hand, which he preffed to his lips, faying,

* And muft I, then, Mifs Anville, muft
2 b b

I quit you—facrifice voluntarily my greateft

felicity, — and yet not be honoured with

., one word, one look of approbation #”

I withdrew my hand, and faid, with a
half laugh, ““ You know fo well, Sir Cle-
. ment, the value of the favours you confer,
\ that it would be fuperfluous for me to point
~ it out,”
| * Charming, charming girl! how does
; your wit, your underftanding rife upon me
daily! and muft I, can I part with you ?—
will no other method—"

*“ O Sir, do you fo foon repent the good
office you had planned for Madame Du-
val ?” ‘

* For Madame Duval l—cruel creature, bl
and will you not even fuffer me to place
to your account the facrifice I am about to
make ?”

“ You muft place it, Sir, to what ac-
count you pleafe; but I am too much in
hafte now to ftay here any longer.” hakd

And then I would have left him, but
he held me, and, rather impatiently, faid, i
“ If, then, I cannot be fo happy as to
oblige you, Mifs Anville, you muft not be
furprifed, fhould I feek to oblige myfelf. B
if my {cheme is not honoured with your iy
approbation, for which alone it was form- I

ed,
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€d, ‘why fhould ¥, to my'own rnfinite dif-
fatisfattion, ‘purfue it ¢

We were then, "for a few ‘minutes, both
filenc’; ‘I was really ‘unwilling " he ‘fhould
give up a plan which-would fo effe@ually
bfeak into 'the:Captain’s defigns, ‘ahd, at
the fame ‘timeé,” fave me the pain‘of difo-
bliging “him; “and ‘I ‘thould initantly ‘and
thanktully ‘have -accepted ‘his offered civi-
lity, had not Mrs. Miryan’s caution made
me fearful. Towever, when he prefled
me to fpeak, T faid, in an ironical voice,
*“ T'had thoughtf ‘Sir, that the very ftrong
fenfe you have yourfelf of the favotr you
propofe to me, would fufficiently have re
paid-you, but, as'I'was miftaken, I muft
thank you myfelf. And now, making @

dow court’fy, ““I hope, ‘Sir, you are fas
tished.”

“Lovelieft of ' thy fex—" he began,
but I forced myfelf from him, and ran up
ttairs.

Soon after, Mifs Mirvan told me ‘that
Siy Clement had juft received a letter,
which obliged him inftantly' to’ leave the
Grove, and that he had actually ‘ordered
a chaife, I ‘then acquainted ‘her with the
real ftate of the affair, ' Indeed, I conceil
nothing from her, the is {o gentle and fweet-
tempered, that it gives me great pleafure
to place'an entire confidence in her,

)

At
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At dinner, T muft own, we ‘all miffed
him; for though the flightinefs of his be-
haviour to me, when we are by ourfelves,
is very diftrefling, yet, in large companies,
and general converfation, he is extremely
entertaining and agreeable. As to the Cap-
tain, he has been fo much chagrined at-his
departure, that he has fcarce fpoken a word
fince he went : but Madame Duval, who
made her firft public appearance fince
her accident, was quite in raptyres that the
efcaped feeing him.

The money which we left at the farm.
houfe, ' has' been returned to wus, ‘What
pains the Captain muft have taken to ar-
range and manage the adventures which
he chofe we fhould meet with ! Yet he
muft certainly be difcovered, for Madame
Duval is already very much perplexed,
at having received a letter this morning
from M. Du Bois, in which he makes no
mention of his imprifonment, However,
fhe has fo little fufpicion, that {he imputes
his filence upon the fubje&, to his fears
that the letter might be intercepted.

Not one opportunity could I meet with,
while Sir Clement was here, to enquire
. after his friend Lord Orville: byt [ think
it was ftrange he fhould never mention him
. unafked. Indeed, I rather wonder that
Mrs. Mirvan herfelf did not introduce the

fubje&,

(o

/
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fubje&, for fhe always feemed particularly

attentive to him.

And now, once more, all my thoughts
involuntarily turn upon the letter I fo {oon
expe&t from Paris. This vifit of Sir Cle-
ment has, however, fomewhat diverted my
fears, and therefore I am very glad he made
if at this time. Adieu, my dear Sir,

LET T ER ¥
Sir Fobn Belmont to Lady Heward.

Paris, May 11,

Madam, '

Have this moment the honour of your

Ladyfhip’s letter, and I will not wat
another, betore I return an anfwer.

It feldom happens that a man, though
extolled as a faint, is really without ble-
mifh ; or that another, though reviled a
a devil, is really without humanity. Per
haps the time is not very diftant, whenl
may have the honour to convince your La-
dyfhip of this truth, in regard to Mr, Vil
lars and myfelf.

As to the young lady, whom Mr. Villan|

fo obligingly propofes prefenting to me, !

with her all the happinefs to which, by yeu| .
Ladyfhip$|°,
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with ' which he may be pleafed to favour
me.
[ have the honour to be,
Madam,
your Ladyfhip’s moft humble
and moft obedient fervant
Joun Bermonr,
kil i TR 2. Vs
i
Lvelina to the Rev. My, Villars. :
Howard Grove, May 18.
ELL, my dear Sir, all is now
over! the letter fo anxioufly ex- At
' pected, is at length arrived, and my doom P i
1s fixed. The various feelings which op- I

' yourfelf formed it,—and its fenfations upon
! this occafion, you may but too readily ima-
. 2.4
| gine.

E\V4E! Ll IEN/ A}

Ladyfhip’s account, fhe feems entitled ; anc
if fhe has a third part of the mefit of /
to whom you compare her, I
but Mr. Villars will be more fuc: (
every other application he may make

her advantage, than he can ever be in :

prefs me, I have not language to defcribe;
nor need I,—you know my heart, you have

Vo, II. C Qutcait
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Qutcaft as I am, and rejected for ever
by him to whom I of right belong,——fhall
I now implore your continued protection #==
no, no,—I will not offend your generous
heart, which, open to diftrefs, has no wifh
but to relieve it, with an application that
would feem to imply a doubt, I am more
fecure than ever of your kindnefs, fince

vou now know upon that is my fole de-
y 1%

pendance.

I endeavour to bear this ftroke with com-
polure, and in {fuch a manner as if I had
already received your counfel and confola-
tion. Yet, at times, my emotions are almoft
too much for me. QO Sir, what a letter for
a parent to write! muft I not myfelf be
deaf to the voice of Nature, if I could en-
dure to be thus abfolutely abandoned, with-
out regret? I dare not even to you, nor
would I, could I help it, to myfelf, ac-
knowledge all that I think ; for, indeed, I
have, fometimes, fentiments upon this re-
jetion, which my ftrongeft fenfe of duty
can {carcely correct.  Yet, {fuffer me to afk,
~——might not this anfwer have been fof-
tened ?=—was it not enough to difclaim me
for ever, without treating me with con-
tempt, and wounding me with derifion ¢

But, while I am thus thinking of myfelf,

I forget how much more he is the object of

ferrow, than I am! Alas, what amends can
| . he
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" he make himfelf, for the anguith he is hoard

. Ing up for time to come ! My heart bleeds
for him, whenever this refleétion occurs to
me.

: What 1s faid of you, my protetor, my
friend, my benefaétor '—I ‘dare not truft

myfelf to comment upon. . Gracious Hea.

ven! what a return for goodnefs {o unpas=

ralleled !

I would fain endeavour to divert my
thoughts from this fubje&, but even that | ot
15 not in my power ; for, afliCting as this ba
letter is to me, T find that it will not be
allowed to conclude the affair, though it
does all my expettations: for Madame
Duval has determined not to let it reft
here. She heard the letter in great wrath,
and protefted fhe would not be fo eafily an-
fwered ; fhe regretted her facility in having
been prevailed upon to yield the dire&ion
of this affair to thofe who knew not how
to manage it, and vowed fhe would herfelf
# undertake and condu& it in future,

It is in vain that I have pleaded againft ‘
her refolution, and befought her to forbear
an attack, where fhe has nothing to expect I8
but refentment ; efpecially as there feems to
be a hint, that Lady Howard will one day
be more openly dealt with: fhe will not b

! hear me ; fhe is furioufly bent upon a pro-
i je€t which is rerrible to think of,—for fhe
2 means

41104




52 E.V EL.IN A
means to go herfelf to Paris, take me wi ith
her, and there, face to face, det lw’J uftice!

How to appeafe or to perfuade her, 1
know not ; but for the un ncric would Inot
be dragged, in fuch a manner, to an inter-
view fo awful, with a parent I have never

vet beheld !
" Lady Howard and M s. Mirvan are both
of ‘them infinitely fhock (d at the prefent
a rs, and they {Lcm to be
even more kind to me than eéver ; and my
o is the friend of my heart,
to Com‘ble me, ;m':l
ith ftill greater
ifes 1n m_y {forrow.

P
1
15¢

1ad left us bcfurc this
ire the genﬂ‘al con-
{‘11’301 of the houfe woul d, otherwife, have

him the whole of a tale which
I nm., more than éver, wifh to have buried
in oblivien.

Lady Howard thinks I ought not to dif-
oblige Madame Duval, yet fhe acknow=
ledges the impropriety of my accompanying
her abroad upon fuch an entes prize. In-
deed 1 would rather die, than force myfelf
into his prefence.  But fo vehement is Ma-
dame Duval, that fhe would inftantly have
compelled me to attend her to town, in her
way to Paris, had not Lady Howard fo far
L‘.‘(L‘l'[\‘.’d




difpute her authority to guide
own pleafure, fthe will, without I
make a journey to Berry Hill,
you to know who fbe is.

Should fhe put this threat in execttion
ohould ihe put this threat in execution.
tlmn* co

and

uld give me greater une :
fx her violence and volubility would al-
moft diftraét you.

Unable as I am to a& for myfelf, or. to
judge what condué ht to purfue,
how grateful do I feel myfelf, that I have
fuch a guide and direétor to cour ifel and
inftruct me as yourfelf !

Adieu, my deareft Sir! Heaven, I truft,
will never lct me live to be rcpul ed and

derided by yo#, to whom I may now fign
myfelf

Wholly your
=t

AV AN




Berry Hill, May 21.

¥ ET not my Evelina be deprefled by

a ftroke of fortune for which fhe is
not refponfible, No breach of duty on
your. part, has incurred the unkindnefs
which has been fhewn you ; nor have you,
by any a& of impradence, provoked either
cenfure or reproach. Let me entreat you,
therefore, my dearet child, to fupport your-
felf with that cowrage which your inno-
cency ought to infpire ; and let all the af-
fliction you allow ysurfelf, be for him only,
who, not having thit fupport, muft one day
be but too feverely fenfible how much he
wants it,

The hint thrown out concerning myfelf,
is wholly unintellicible to me: my heart,
I dare own, fully icquits me of vice, but
without blemifh, 1 have never ventured to
pronounce myfelf, However, it feems his
intention to be hereftér more explicit, and
then,—lhould any thing appear, that has
on my part, contributed to thote misfortunes
we lament, let me, at lealt, fay, that the
moft partial of mr friends cannot be fo
muych

O T PRI ST NPTy 0



much aftonifhed as T hall myfelf be, at
fuch a difcovery.

The mention, alfo, of any furure appli-
cations I may make, is equally beyond my
comprehenfion.  But I will not dwell upon
a fubjeét which almoft compels from me
refletions that cannot but be wounding to
a heart fo formed for filal tendernefs as my
Evelina’s.  There is an air of myfltery
throughout the letter, the explanation of
which [ will await in filence.

The fcheme of Madimé Duval is fuch
as might be reafonably expe@ted from a
woman f{o little inured to difappointment,
and f{o totally incapable of confidering the
delicacy of your fituation. Your averfe-
nefs to her plan gives me pleafure, for it
exattly correfponds with my own. Why
will the not make the jpurney the projects
by herfelf ? She would not have even the
wifh of an oppofition to encounter. And
then, once more, might my child and my-
felf be left to the quiet enjoyment of that
peaceful happinefs, which fhe alone has in-
terrupted.  As to her coming hither, I
could, indeed, difpenfe with fuch a vifits
but, if fhe will not be fatisfied with my
refufal by letter, I muft fubmit to the tafk
of giving it her in perfon.

My 1mpatience for vour return is en-
creafed by your account of Sir Clement
C4 Wil-
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Willoughby’s vifit to Howard 1 Grove, . 1
am but little furprifed at the perfeyerance
of his affiduities to intereft you in his fa-
vour; but I am very much hurt that you
th ould be (YE/)A(L to addrefles, which, by
their privacy, have an air that fhocks me.
You cannot, my love, be too circumipect ;
s‘“ ﬂ‘gf;t-"-']c carelefsnefs on your part, will
be taken advantage of, by a man of his
difpofition. It is not fufficient for. you to
be referved ; his c<m.1ut?t even calls for your
refentment : -and fhould he again, as will
doubtlefs be his endaavour contrive to {o-
licit your favour in private, let your dif-
dain and difpleafure be fo marked, as to con-
{train a change in his behaviour. Though,
indeed, fhould his vific be repeated whlle
you remain at the Grove, Lady Howard
muft pardon me if I fhorten your’s.

Adieu, my child. You will always make
my re peﬂs to the hofmtao family to
which we are fo much obliged.

I PR S g 1
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M. szﬂ/s 70 Lu.t_) H.

Berry Hill, May 27,

Dear Madam,
Believe your Ladyfhip will not be fur-
prl fed at hearing 1 have had a vifit
from Madame vadl as I doubt not her
having made known h'r intention bc*"orc
the lefc Howard Grove, 1 would gladly
have excufed myfelf this mmm r, could _T
have avoided it decently; but, after fo long

a journey, it was not '><)11 ble to refufe her
admittance,
She told me, that the came to Berry
12 j I‘Lt to her

me
in confequence ﬂ} a ll mr I l
gan—d aghter, I
going to Paris, .
Ca.ki me to account f«
which I affumed ; |
to have argued
angrily have
I-ufed it.
therefore l,i
{fo much faticu
fhe was glad,
And then, T begged
of her vifit




‘tle (f)nf“qucmc I have
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She anfwered, that fhe came to make me
felinquith the power I had ufurped over
her ¢rand:-daughter, and -affured me fhe
woulc not quit the place till the fucceeded.

Bu: I will not trouble your Ladyfhip

the particulars of this difagreeable
rarfation 3 nor thould I, but on account
of the refult, have chofen fo unpleafant a
fubjed iu your pe : However, I will

be asconcife as 1 can, that tl“c bet-
ter: olcu Ladythip’s time
may

W inexorable in refufing
Eveln her to Paris, fhe pe-

rempiorily at [he _“ould, at leaft,
live with her in Liondon, till Sir John Bel-
monts return, 1 rem ";’ﬁtrac d againft this
{cheme with all the gy in my power ;

but tle conteft was vain; fhe loft her pa-
tience, and | my time. She ucdarcd that
if I was x'efnlute in oppofing her, fhe would
inftanly make a will, in which fhe would
eave il her fortune ) ftrangers, though,

othervife, fhe mundu her orand daugh..er
for her fole heirefs,

Tome, I own

-

this threat feemed of lit-
long accuftomed
mylfelf to think, that, with a competency,
of which fhe is fure, my child might be as
.;Jpp/ as in the p oﬂd ion of millions : but
the incertitude of her future f fate, deters me

from




from foll aplicitly the di¢tatesof my
prefent H“ ¢ lhc commtxm» the
may hereafter form, the ftyle of life for
which fhe may be deftined, and the future
family to which the may L»dong, are con-
fiderations which give but too-much weight
to the menaces of Madame Duval In
thort, Madam, n{"tcr a difeourfe - infinitely
tuhom, I was obliged, t’murw \cr} reluc-
mmlx, to compro mife with tl. S ungovern-
able womidn, bv confenting that Evelina
fhould pafs one month wit h hm‘.

I never made a conceflion with fobad a

ace, ar fo much regret. The vilence
dﬂd vulgarity of this woman, her total igho-
rance ot p.ajm:rv the family to which the
is related, and the company fhe is likely to
]ccp, are objections iu rum‘d o her hav-
ing the hawe of this dear child, that no-
thmw lefs than my diffidence of t[m nght I
have of d(prlvwg her of 1\; la'gL v for-
tune, would have induced me to liften to
her propofal. Indeed we ;, ar ui a: lafty
equally difcontented, fhe, ar what [ had
refufed, I, at what I had granted.

It now only remains for me to return
your Ladythip my humble acknowledge-
ments for the kindnefs which you have {o
liberally fhewn to my ward; and to beg
you would have the gooc inefs to part w;th
her, when Madame “Duval thinks prope
C 6 1o

t
1
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to claim the promife which the has extorted
fromme, I am,
Dear Madam, &ec.
ARTHUR VILLARS,

L'ETTER “VHI
Ir. Villars to Evelina.

Berry Hill, May 28.

I'TH a relu@ance which occafions

me inexpreflible uneafinefs, I have

been almoft compelled to confent that my
Evelina thould quit the protection of the
hofpitable and refpectable Lady Howard,
and accompany ‘Madame Duval to a city
which T had hoped fhe would never again
have entered, But alas, my dear child, we
are the flaves of cuftom, the dupes of preju-
dice, and dare not flem the torrent of an
oppofing world, even though our judg-
ments condemn our complian

) ] ice | however,
iln(;c the die is caft, we muft endeavour to
make the beft of it,

You will have occafion, in the courfe of
the month you are to pafs with Madame
Duval, for all the cirCmeﬂpeé‘tion and pru-
can call to yoyr aid: fhe will
not,
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which fhe thinks ;vronp: herfelf ; but you
muft learn not only to Judge but to af for
yourfelf : if any fchemes are ftarted, any
engagements made, which your underftand-
ing reprefents to you as Improper, exert
yourfelf refolutely in avoiding them, and do
not, by a too paffive facility, rifk the cen.
fure of the world, or your own future re.
gret.

You cannot too affiduoufly attend to
Madame Duval herfelf; but I would wifh
you to mix as little as poffible with her af-
fociates, who are not likely to be among
thofe whofe acquaintance would refleét cre.
dit upon you. Remember, my dear Eve-
lina, nothing is fo delicate as the reputa-
tion of a woman : it is, at once, the moft
beautiful and moft brittle of all human
things.

Adieu, my beloved child; I fhall be
but ill at eafe till this month is elapfed

not, I know, propofe any thing to you

A ¥,
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LE T TE RigiXs
Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars,

London, June 6.

N C E more, my dearef Sir, I write

to you from this grea city. Yel-
terday morning, with the truet concern, I
quitted the dear inhabitants of Howard
Grove, and moft impatiently (hall I count
the days till I fee them again. Lady
Foward and Mrs. Mirvan took leave of me
with the moft flattering kindn:fs ; but in-
deetl I knew not how to part with Maria,
whofe own apparent forrow redubled mine,
She made me promife to fend her a letter
every poft, And I fhall write to her with
the fame freedom, and almdt the fameé
confidence, you allow me to make ufe of
to yourfelf.

The Captain was very civil to me, but
he wrangled with poor Madane Duval to
the laft moment; and, taking ne afide, juft
before we got into the chafe, he faid,
¢ Hark’ee, Mifs Anville, I’vea favour for
to afk of you, which is thii; that you
will write us word how the dd gentlewo-
man finds herfelf, when fhe fes it was all
a trick : and what the French lubber fays
to it, and all about it.”

r\\ I an-
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I anfwered that I would obey him, thou gh
I was very little pleafed with the commif-
fion, which, to me, was highly improper :
but he will either treat me as an informer
or make mea party in his frolic,

As foon as we drove away, Madame
Duval, with much fatisfacion, exclaimed
oy Dzm Merci, we've got off at laft! I'm
fure I nevet d(.ﬁl@ to fee that place agai
I’s a wonder I’'ve got away alive
believe I’ve had the worft luck ever was
known, from the time I fet my foot upon
the thiu, old. I know I with I’d never
a gone. Beides, into the bargain, it’s the
moft dulleft k‘uc in all Chriftendom
there’s never no diverfions, nor nothing at
atl 22

Then fhe bewailed M. Du Bois, con-
cerning \,}\on adventures continued to
mmL vaglous (.Oll_] Ctures during the reft of
our jour 11«;;/

When 1a
fhe thould refide in, ‘Lna A)H me J;..t i\rI 8
Branghton was to meet us at an inn, and
would conduét us t xing,  Accord-
ingly, we procee :\‘f! to a houfe in Bifthopf-
gate-ftreet, and were led by a waiter into
a room wuc we found Mr. Branghton.

He received us very civilly, but feemed
rather {urprized at fecing me, faying “ Why
Idid
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I did n’t think of your bringing Mifs;
however fhe’s very welcome.”

““ 1 tell you how it was,” {aid Madame
Duval ; “ you muft know I’ve .a mind to

take the girl to Paris, that fhe may fee
fomething of the world, and improve her-
felf a little ; befides, I’ve another reafon,
that you and I will talk more about; but
do you know, that meddling old parfon as
I told you of, would not lct her go: how-
ever, I’m refolved I’ll be even mth him,
for I fhall take her on with me, without
f;zying never a word more to nobody.”

I ftarted at this intimation, which very
much fuprifed me. But I am very glad
fhe has difcovered her intention, as I {hall
be carefully upon my g guard not to venture
from town with her.

Mr. Branghton then hoped we had pafled
our time agreeably in the country..

% O Lor rd, Coufin,” cried fhe, * I’ve
been the mnuamcf’c creature in the world’
I’m fure all the horfes in London fhan
drag me into the country again of one
whx-": why how do vou think I’ve been
ferv d ?—only guefs.”

‘ Indeed Coufin, I can’t pretend to do
that.”

*“ Why then I'H tell you. Do you
know, I’ve been robbed l==that is, the

villain
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villain would have robbed me 'f he could,
only I’d fecured all my m()ney

* Why then, Coufin, I think your lofs
can’t have been very great.”

“ O Lord, you don t know what you’r
a faying; you re talking in the Lmthlm\mgcm
manner in the world: why it was all along
of not having no money, that I met with
that misfortune.”

How’s that, Coufin? I don’t fee w Imt

great misfortune you can hay €. met with,
youw’d { luuuu all your money.”

* That’s becaufe you don’t know nothing
of the matter; for there the villain came
to the chaife, and becaufe we had n’t got
nothing to give him, though he’d no more
right to our money than the man in the
moon, yet, do you know, he fell into the
vfr(atcft paffion ever you fee, and abufed
me in fuch a manner, and put me in a
ditch, and got a rope, 0’ pmpoﬁ to hang
me,—and I’m fure, if that was n’t mlsfor
tune enough, why I don’t know what is.

“ This is a hard cafe indeed, Coufin,
But why don’t you go to Juftice I 1eldmo gt

“°Q, as to that, I’m a going to him - di-
rectly; but only I want firft to fee poor
M. Du Bois, for the oddeft thing of all
is, that he has wrote to me, and never faid
nothing of where he is, nor what’s become
of him, nor nothing elfe

6 M, D




“ M. Du Bois ! why’s
at this very time.”

“ M. Du Bois at your houfe! well, I
declare this is the furprifingeft part of alld
however, I affure you, I think he might
have comed for me, as well as you, con-
fidering what 1 have gone through on his
account ; for, to tell you the truth, it was
all along of him that I met with that acci-
dent ; fo I don’t take it very kind of him,
I promife you.”

“ Well but, Coufin, tell me fome of
the particulars of this affair.”

* As to the particulars, I’m fure they’d
make your hair ftand an end to hear them;
however, the beginning of it all was through
the fault of M. Du Bois: but I’ll affure
you, he may take care of himfelf in future,
fince he don’t fo much as come to fee if
I’m ‘dead or alive ;==but there I went for
him to ajuftice of peace, and rode all out
of the way, and did every thing in the
world, and was ufed worfer than a dog,
and all for the fake of ferving of him, and
now, you fee, he don’t fo much—=well, I
was a fool for my pains,—~however, he may
get fomebody elfe to be treated fo arothet
time, for if he’s taken up every day in the
week, P’ll never go after him no more.”

This occafioned an explanation, in the
courfe of which, Madame Duval, to her

utter
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utter amazement, heard that Mr. Du Bois
had never left London during her abfence!
nor did Mr. Branghton believe that he had
ever been to the Tower, or met with any
kind of accident,

Almoft inftantly, the whole truth of the
tranfaction feemed to rufh upon ber mind,
and her wrath was inconceivably violent.
She afked me a thoufand queftions in a
breath, but, fortunately, was too vehement
to attend to my embarrafiment, which
muft, otherwife, have betrayed my know-
ledge of the deceit. Revenge was her firft
with, and (he vowed fhe would go the next
morning to- Juftice Fielding, and enquire
what punithment fhe might lawfully inflit
upon the Captain for his affault.

I believe we were an hour in Bifhopfgate-
ftreet, before poor Madame Duval could
allow any thing to be mentioned but her
own ftery; at length, however, Mr.
Branghton told her, that M. Du Bois,
and all his own family, were waiting for
her at his houfe. A hackney-coach was
then called, and we proceeded to Snow-
hill. ;

Mr. Branghton’s houfe is {mall and in-
convenient, though his fhop, which takes
in all the ground foor, is large and com-
modious. I believe I told you before that
he is a filver-fmith.
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We were conduéted up two pair of
ftairs; for the dining-room, Mr. Branghton
told us, was /et His two daughters, their
brother, M. Du Bois, and a young man,
were at tea. They had waited fome time
for Madame Duval, but I found they had
not any expectation that I thould accom-
pany her; and the young ladies, I be-
lieve, were rather more furprifed .than
pleafed when I made my appearance; for
they feemed hurt that I fhould fee their
apartment. Indeed I would willingly have
faved them that pain, had it been in my
power,

The firft perfon who faw me was M. Du
Bois: ““ Ab, mon Dien]” exclaimed he,
* woilp Mademaifelle I”

* Goodnefs,” cried young Branghton,
 if there is n’t Mifs 1’

* Lord, fo there is,” faid Mifs Polly;
well, ’m fure I fhould never have
dreamed of Mifs’s coming.”?

* Nor I neither, I’m fure,” cried Mifs
Branghton, *“ or elfe I would not have
been in this room to fee her; I’m quite
athamed about 1t,—only not thinking of
feeing any body but my aunt—however,
Tom, it’s all your fault, for you know
very well I wanted to borrow Mr. Smith’s
room, only you were fo grumpy you would
not let me.”

(4]

¢ Lord,
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- Lord, vhat fignifie; 2 faid the bro-
ther, “ I dare be fworn Mifs has been up
two pair of ftairs before now ;—Ha’n’t you,
Mifs 2

I begged that I might not give them the
leaft “difturbance, and. afurcd them that I
had not any choice in regard to what room
we fat in.

© Well,” faid Mifs Polly, “ when you
come next, Mi’%, we’ll have Mr. Smith’s
rgom ; and it’s a very p}cttv one, and only
up one pair of ftairs, and nicely furnithed,
md every thing.”

To fay the truth,” aid Mifs Brangh-
ton, ‘I IILOUOht tnat ny coufin “ould
not, upon any d"(OUn[, have come to town
in the m:*‘.'n“b ; forit’s not at all the
fafhion,—— i le dl‘*, thinks I, fhe'll
ftay til mbtr when ' the play-houfes
open.”

This was my receptior, which I believe
you will not call a very tordial one. Ma-
dame Duval, who, after having feverely
reprimanded M. Du Bds for his negli-
gence, was juft entering upon the ftory of
her misfortunes, now \wulu engaged  the
company.

M. Du Bois liftened t her with a look
of the utmoft horror, xq_zg;ru:aﬂy lifting up
his eyes and hands, and exclaiming, 0
‘ are I I'he young ladies gave
her

sl 4 e
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|
her the moft earneft attention ; but. their
brother, and the young man, kept a broad
grin upon their faces during the whole
recital. She was, however, too much en-
gaged to obferve them: but, when fhe
mentioned having been tied in a ditch,
young Branghton, no longer able to con-
ftrain himfelf, burft into a loud laugh,
declaring that he had never heard any
thing fo funny in his life! His laugh was
heartily re-echoed by his friend ; the Mifs
Branghtons could not refift the example;
and poor Madame Duval, to her extreme
amazement, was abfolutely overpowered
and ftopped by the violence of their
mirth.

For {fome minutes the room feemed
quite in an uproar; the rage of Madame
Duval, the aftonifhment of M. Du Bois,
and the angry interrogatories of Mr.
Branghton, on one fide; the convulfive
tictering of the fifters, and the loud laughs

of the young men, on the other, occafioned:

fuch noife, paflion, and confufion, that
had any one ftopped an inftant on the
ftairs, he muft have concluded himfelf in
Bedlam. At length, however, the father
brought them to order; and, half laugh-
ing, half frightened, they made Madame
Duval fome very awkward apelogies. But
fhe would not be prevailed upon to con-
tinue

&
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tinue hcr narrative, till they had protefted
they were laughing at the C: ‘nt'hﬂ, and not
at her. Appcdfcd by this, fhe refumed her
 ftory 3 which, by the help of ftuffing hand-

kerchiefs into their mouths th(, young

people heard with tolerable dcccncy
Every body agreed, that the ill ufage. the
- Captain had given her was afiionable, and
; Mr. Branghton faid he was fure fhe might
, recover what damages fhe pleafed, {ince the
had been put in imr of her life.
She then, with great delight, declared,
. that the would IOiL no time in fatisfying
her revenge, and vowed fhe would not be
; ((mt nted with lefs than half his fortune -
‘ For th()uo} ” faid the, *“ I don’t put no
. value upon the money, becaufe, Dieu merci,
.1 ha’n’t no want of it, yet I don’t with for
. nothing fo much as to punifh that fellow s
| for, ’m fure, whatever’s the caufe of it, he
owes me a great grudge, and I know no more
what it’s fm than you do, but he’s always
. been doing me one {pite or other, ever fince
I knew hlm
Soon after tea, Mifs Branghton took an
opportunity. to tell me, in a whifper, that
the young man I faw was a lover of her
filter’sy that his name was Brown, and that
he was a haberdather, with many other par-
ticulars of his circumftances and hmll} 3
and then the declared her utter averfion to
the

(3
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the thoughts of fuch a match; but added,
that her fifter had no manner of fpirit.or
ambition, though, for her part, fhe would
ten times rather “die an old maid, than marry
any perfon but a'gentleman. nnd for that
matter,” .added ﬁh, ¢ I believe L’ lly her-
felf don’t care much for: him, only fhe’s
in fuch a hurry, becaufe, I fuppofe, the’sa
mind to be married before me; however,
fhe’s very welcome, for, I’'m fure, 1 don’t
Garea pm s point whct’*u I ever marry at
all ;=—it’s all oné to me.”

Some time after this, Mifs Polly con-
trived to tell ber ftory. She affured me,
with much tittering, that her fifter was ina
yreat fright, left the thould be married firft,
*¥Sonl mal\L er believe that'I will,” con-
nued the, “ for I love dearly to planue her

tle; though, I declare, I don’t intend
ave Mr. Brown in xcahty ;' I’'m furel
t

like him half well enough,—do you,
3

¢
&
=
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is not poflible for me to judgeof
erits,” faid I, * as I am entirely a
ftranger to him.” :
But, what do you think of him,

o
T

(19

Why, reaily, I==1I don’t know=—"

“ But do you think him handfome ?
Some people reckon him to ‘have a‘good
pretty perfon,—~but, 'm fure, for my Pﬂff

I think
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I think” he’s monftrous ugly :~—don’t yox,
Mifs ?”

I am no judge,—but I think his per-
fon is very—very well.”

“Very well l==Why, pray, Mifs,” in a
tone of vexation, ‘ what fault can you find
with it ?”

%O, none at all{”

 I’'m fure you muft be very ill-natured
if you could. Now there’s Biddy fays fhe
thinks nothing of him,~~but [ know its
all out of {pite

You muft know, M
makes her as as can be, that I

have a lover before her, but the’s fo pro
that nobody will court her, and I often

il di
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This extreme want of af
{ ttafte I alreacy ‘
telc for thefe unamiable fifters ; and a con- o
fidence fo entirely unfolicited and ynnecefa ‘

You. IL D fary
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fary, manifefted equally their folly and
their want of decency.

I was very glad when the time for our
departing arrived. Mr. Branghton faid.our
lodgings were in Holborn, that we might
be near his houfe, and neighbourly. He
accompanied us to them himfelf.

Our rooms are large, and not inconve-
nient ; our landlord is an hofier. Iam fure
I have a thoufand reafons to rejoice that]
am fo little known; for my prefent fitua-
tion is, in cvery refpect, very unenviable;
and I would not, for the world, be feen by
any acquaintance of Mrs, Mirvan,

This morning Madame Duval, attended
by all the Branghtons, actually went to a
Juftice in the neighbourhood, to report the
Captain’s il ufuage of her, 1 had great
difficulty in excufing myfelf from being
of the party, which would have given me
very ferious concern. JIndeed, 1 was ex-
tremely anxious, though at home, till
heard the refult of the application; forl
dread to think of the uneafinefs which fuch
an affair would occafion the amiable Mrs.
Mirvan, But, fortunately, Madame Du-
val has received very little encouragement
to proceed in her defign, for fhe has been
informed that, as fhe neither heard the
voice, nor {faw the face of the perfon fuf-
pected, fhe will find it difficult to caft
him
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him upon conjesfure, and will have but
little probability of gaining her caufe, un-
lefs fhe can procure witneffes of the trani
action. Mr. Branghton, therefore, wh»
has confidered all the circumftances of the
affair, is of opinion, that the law-fuit will
not only be expenfive, but tedious and
hazardous, and has advifed againft it. Ma-
dame Duval, though very unwillingly, has
acquiefced in his decifion; but vows that
if ever fhe is fo affronted again, the will be
revenged, even if the ruins herfelf, [ am
extremely glad that this ridiculous adven-
ture feems now likely to end without more
ferious confequences.

Adieu, my deareft Sir. My direion is
at Mr, Dawkins’s, a hofier in High Hol-
born.

Mirvan.

June yth.
ny {weet friend, to

HAVE no words. 1
lnefs I feel for the

exprefs the thani
undbounded kindne
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Howard, have thewn me; and ftill lefs can
I find }mwwm to tell you with what
reluctance I partec 1 from fuch dear and ge-
nerous frienc ds, whofe good Inefs ‘Lm.é S, at
once, fo much honour on their own hearts,
and on her to whom it has been {o li _;c'rally
beft owr*b }‘wt I wi}l not repeat what I
have already wri o the kind Mrs. Mig-
van ; I will remember your f-.dmumtions,
and pqm ¢ to my. ov 1 breaft that grati-
with which have filled it, and
upon fubjelts lefs
cerous correfpondent,
_ondon now feems no longer

: where ] lately enjoyed fo
iefs 3 ‘every thing is new and
>3 even the town itfelf has
ie afpect :—my fitvation fo al-
tered! my home fo different!—niy com-
panions fo changed |—But you well knoy
my averienels to this journey.

Indeed, to me, Lond on now feems a
defart ; that g2y and bufy ﬂ)pmr.nu it fo
lately wore, is now fucceeded | by a look of
sr]oo'n huou(* and laffitude ; the air
feems **afmdm the heat is intenfe; the dult
1m01cr‘1,1(, and the inhabitants illiterate
and under-bred. At leaft, fuch is the
tface of things in the part of the town
where I at prefent refide,

Tell me, my dear Maria, do you never
re-trace

[—
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re-trace in your memory the time we paft
here when together ? to mine, it recurs for
ever! And yct I think T rather recollett
a dream, or fome vifionary fancy, than a
reality.—That I fhould ever have been
known to Lord Orvilley~that I fhould
have {poken L(,-«Imw (meyl w ""‘1 h 1”1 —
feems now a romantic illufion: and i
uug;mt politenefs S, that flatter
that high-bred delicacy, wl
diftingus ithed him above all ¢
which ftruck us wich fuch

be lo'"mnw to an ob"
J‘u“mLJ by my own
being of the fame
with whom I at prefent {
I have no news 1":';»:’ ‘»(;:1, my dear ]
Mirvan; for all that
of NIadum Duval L

to your {weet mother ; and as to adven-
ures, I have none to 1‘;:01‘:.1. Situated as

I now am, I heartily hope I fhall not meet
wirh any ; my wifh is to remain quiet and
nnotice d.
“dieu ! excufe the gravity of t
and believe "nc,
Your moft fincerely
af‘lmun ite and o bliged
EverLina At\VILLE.

b2
[

s letter,
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PEETER RINE

Evelina to the Rev, Mr. Villars.

Holborn, Jane 9
ESTERDAY morning, we received
Y an mvxmnon to dine and fpend the
day at Mr. Branghton’s; and M. Du Bois,
who was alfo invited, called to conduct us
to Snow-hill.

Young Branghton received us at the door,
ind the firlt words he fpoke were, *“ Do you
know, Sifters a’n’t drefled yet 2

Thm hurrymo us into the houfe, he
2id to me, ¢ Come Mifs, you fhall go up
Viro and catch ’em,—I1 "dare fay they re

he glafs.”

~ He would have taken my hand, but I
declined this civility, and begged to follow
Madame Duval. Mr, Branghton then ap-
peared, and led the way himfelf. We
went, as before, up two pair of ftairs; but
the moment the father opened the door,
the daughters both gave a loud fcream.
We all {topped, and then Mifs Branghton
called out, “ Lord, Papa, what do you
bring the company up here for? why,
Po]ly and I 2’n’t half drefi hd #;

< More fhame for you,” anfwered he,

r\ ‘ ““ here’s

‘1
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““ here’s your aunt, and coufin, and M.
Du Bois, all waiting, and ne’er a room to
take them to.”

¢ Who’d have thought of their coming
fo foon ?” cried fhe: ** I’m fure for my
part I thought Mifs was ufed to nothing
but quality hours.”

“ Why, I fhan’t be ready this half
hour yet,” faid Mifs Polly ;
ftay in the thop, till we’re drefled

Mr. Branghton was very ang:
{colded them violently ; however, we were
obliged to defcend, and ftools were pro-
cured for us in the thop, where we found
the brother, who was highly deli
faid, that his fifters had been catobed; and
he thought proper to entertain
long account of their tedioufnefs, and the
many quarrels they all had together,

When, at length, theie ladies were
equipped to their fatisfaction, they made
their appearance 3 but before any conver-
fation was fuffered to pafs between them
and us, they had a long and moft difagree~
able dialogue with their father, to whofe
reprimands, though fo jufty incurred, they
replied with the utmoit pertnefs and rude-
nefs, while their brother, all the time,
laughed aloud.

The moment they perceived this, they
were fo much provoked, that, inftead of

D4 making
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making any apologies to Madame Duval,
they next  beean a quarrel with him,
““ Tom, what do you laugh for? I wons
der what bufinefs you have to be always a
laughing when Papa {colds us.”

i s have you to be

what bufinefs

while getting on your cloaths?
never ready, you know well e-

l, Sir, I wonder what that’s to
you! I with you’d mind your own affairs,
and not trouble yourfelf about ours. How
fhould a boy like you know any thing #*

“ A boy, indeed ! not fuch a boy, nei-
ther; I’ll warrant you’ll be glad to be as
young, when you come to be old maids.”

This fort of dialogue we were amufed
with till dinner was ready, when we again
mounted up two pair of ftairs.

In our way, Mifs Polly told me that her
fifter had atked Mr, Smithfor hisroom todine
in, but he had refufed to lendic; *“ be-
caufe,” fhe faid, “ one day it happened to
be a little greafed : however, we fhall have
it-to drink tea in, and then, perhaps, “you
may {ee him, and I affure you he’s quite
like one of the quality, and drefles as fine,
and goes to balls and dances, and every
thing quite in tafte ;—and befides, Mifs,
he keeps a foot-boy of his own, too.”

The dinner was  ill-ferved, ill-cooked,

and




hanaged. The maid who \'\’;‘Lit(”“
had fo often to go down ftairs for fomethin

that was forootten, that the Brang
were perpetually obliged to rife from table

1

v : :

themfelves, to get plates, knives and forks,
g

bread or bﬂcr Had they been without pre-
tenfions, all this would have feemed of no

confequence ; but they ai med
to s;l""uw" and even far
.ver, the moft di
part of our fare w that the whol
continually difpt *1;5& turn 1
nM and whofe to be allowed to fit {i
Nhen this meal was over, Madam
val, ever eager to difco yurfe m) on ber tre
entered into an arcument with Mr. Lm. l

(’I,zud Howe

r 1no fhe
.Ihlxb i€

s 14
then aadre }

n2t +h

Don’t you think, |

s : 4 o 3
other, ** you’re
ind gaping ; I

Ugly, ‘indeed ! 1 wonder which
beft, you or me. But, I tell ‘you whf»;
Tom, you’ve no need to give }(ﬂ.lrimt fueh
D 5 Ak,
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airs, for if you do, I’ll tell Mifs of you
know what—."
Who cares if you do? you may tell
what you will ; I don’t mind—"
Indud, > cried I, “ 1 do not defire to
hear any fecrets

i (,, but I’m ufolved P11 tell you, be-
caufe Tom’s fo very {piteful.  You muft
know Mifs, t’other night—"

o “ol] » cried the olother ¢ if you tell of
that, Mifs thall know all about}onzrmcctma
young Brown,—you know when !=——So I’ i
be quits with you, one way or another.”

Mifs Polly Lobwcu, and again propofed
our going down ftairs til} Mr. ‘Smith’s room
was rem.v tor our recephcn

“ Aye, fo we will,” faid Mifs Brangh-
ton; “ Pll affure you, (o\{ln we have
fome very genteel people pafs by our fhop
fometimes. Pm]] and I always go and fit
there, when we’ ve cleaned ourfely csa”

(‘

ch, Mifs,” cried the brother, “ they
do nothing dfc "all day long, wuen father
don’t fcold them. But the beft fun is,
when they’ve got all their dirty things on,
and all their hair about their ears, “ome-
times 1 fend young Brown up fairs to
them ; and then, there’s fuch a fufsl—
there they hide thcmfclvc and run away,
and fqueel and fquall like .my thing mad:
and {0 then I puts the two cats into the

room,
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room, and I gives ’em a good whipping,
and fo that fets them a fqualling too; fo
there’s fuch a noife, and fuch an uproar !
—Lord, you can’t think, Mifs, what fun
it is 1”

This occafioned a frefh quarrel with the
fifters ; at the end of which, it was, at
length, decided that we fhould go to the
thop.

Iii our way down ftairs, Mifs Branghton
faid aloud, ¢ I wonder when Mr. Smith’s
room will be ready.”

“ 5o do I,” anfwered Polly ;  I'm fure
we fhould not do any harm to it now.”

This hint had not the defired effet ; for
we were fuffered to proceed very quietly.

As we entered the fhop, I obferved ayoung
man, in deep mourning, leaning againit tl
wall, with his arms folded, and his eyes fixed
on the ground, apparently in profound and
melancholy meditation : but the moment
he perceived us, he ftarted, and, making a
pafling bow, very abruptly retired. As I
found he was permitted to go quite unno=
‘thCd, I could not forbear enquiring wio
he was.

“ 1ord!” anfwered

83
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nothing but a poot
or my part,” faid Mi g
believe he’s juft ftarved, for I don’t find h
has any thing to live upon.”

-

1e’s
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Live upon !” cried t
1 '}
{

or_ him too,”
for he’s as proud

S s
i i h, oy brother,
U at, 1 he will
V 1 at C IK ¢ N0, 'No,
catch a Scotchman at thatif you can|
why, they only come here for what they

Lar o
i ghton, * I
won 1 fool as to let
I dare fay he'll

cV

yald ‘if he could
yw  the bill’s
Mifs, if you
vants a room,
one, for all

oet anothe

en put up this

ad -no acquaint-
ot any chance of
th ‘'my compaffion
ccited for this poor
ed them fome fur-
ther 1 articulars concerning him.,

They then acqua mLLd Tie, that they had
only known him Lh ee months, When he
arft 1 odged with them, he agreed to board
allo;
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alfo; but had hf(u told me, he would
eat by himfelf, though they all believed he
had inrd ever tafted a morfel or meat
fince he left their t.;L;},; They faid,. that
he had alway : acl, low. {pirited,
but for the hg had ‘been duller

1
) 1 S ne
- aft three
i Ra wae
uded ne was

{e they

]

unconnected, and o1 .-a

uu.

Among

O LIFE! thou lin ¢
And every ill that 1 r
Strange, mutable, and wild! {

N
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Now flattering with Hope moft fair,
Deprefling now with fell Defpair,
The nurfe of Guilt, the flave of Pride,
That, like a wayward child, |
Who, to himfelf a foe,
Sees joy alone in what’s denied,
In what is granted, woe!

O thou poor, feeble, fleeting pow’r,
By Vice feduc’d, by Folly woo’d,
By Mis’ry, Shame, Remorfe, purfu’d!
And as thy toilfome fteps proceed,
Seeming to Youth the faireft flow’r,
Proving to Age the rankeft weed,

A gilded, but a bitter pill,
Of varied, great, and complicated ill!

Thefe lines are harfth, but they indicate
an internal wretchednefs which, I own, af-
feéts me. Surely this young man muft be
involved in misfortunes of no common na-
ture : but I cannot imagine what can in-
duce him to remain with this unfeeling fa.
mily, where he is, moft unworthily, de-
fpifed for being poor, and, moft illiberally,
detefted for being a Scotchman. He may,
indeed, have motives which he cannot fur-
mount, for {fubmitting to fuch a fituation.
Whatever they are, I moft heartily pity
him, and cannot but with it were in my
power to afford him fome relief,

During this converfation, Mr. Smith’s
foot-boy came to Mifs Branghton, and

informed
\
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informed her, that his mafter faid fhe might
have the room riow when fhe liked it, for
that he was prefently going out.

This very genteel mefiage, though it per-
fectly fatishéd the Mifs Branghtons, by no
means added to my defire of being intro-
duced to this gentleman: and upon their
rifing, with intention to accept his offer, I
begged they would excufe my attending
them, and faid I would fit with Madame
Duval till the tea was ready.

I therefore once more went up two pair of
ftairs, with young Branghton, who in-
fited upon accompanying me; and there
we remained, till Mr. Smith’s foot-boy
fummoned us to tea, when I followed Ma-
dame Duval into the dining-room.

The Mifs Branghtons were feated at one
window, and Mr. Smith was lolling indo-
lently out of the other. They all ap-
proached us at our entrance, and Mr,
Smith, probably to fhew he was mafter of
the apartment, moft officioufly handed me
to a great chair, at the upper end of the
room, without taking any notice of Ma-
dame Duval, till I rofe, and offered her my
own feat.

Leaving the reft of the company to
entertain themfelves, he, very abruptly, be-
gan to addrefs himfelf to me, in a ftyle of
gallantry equally new and difagreeable to

me,



ne. It is true, no man can pofiibly pay
me greater u)m“"LnaHs, or make more
fine fpeeches, than Sir Clement Willough-
by, yet his language, though too flowery,
is always that of nlcm.n and his ad-
drefs and manners are fo vuy fuperior to
thofe or the mhﬂbl‘_d'lf of this houfe, that
to make any comparifon between him and
Mr. Smith” would be (x:rcmcly tmju{’f
‘T'his latter feems very defirous of ‘appears
ing a man of gaiety and fpirit; but his

h |

\fivacity i1s fo low-bred, and his whole be-

oe
s}
a g

not lent his room for our
he faid, he thould
he feen me firlt;
when I came agpa

o

;‘.er, which,
7e done, had
ured ‘me, that
n, he fhould be very glad

I told him, and with fincerity, that every
part of the houfe was equally indifferent
to_me.

‘W h) Ma’am, truth 1s, Mifs Biddy
and Polly take no care o[ any thing, elfe,
I’m fure, they fhould be always welcome
to my room; for I’'m never fo happy as
in obliging the ladies —that’s 'my charac-
ter, Ma’ am ;= bu y, the laft time
they




0 a man who
renteel, it was

g quite
you, Ma’am, 1t’s quite another thing ;
for I fhould not mind if every thing I

had was fpoilt, for the fake of having
the pleafure to o;;lljg: you; and, I affure
you, Ma’am, it makes me quite happy,
that I have a room good enough to receive
you.”

This elegant fpeech was followed by
many others, fo much in the fame ftyle,
that to write them would be 1"upcrﬁuouv-,
and, as he did not allow me a moment to
fp""m to any other perfon, the reft of the
evening was cc sifumed in a paxmul attention
to this irkfome young man, who feemed to
intend appearing before me to the utmoft
advantage.

Admu my dear Sir. I fear you will be
fick of wﬂm about this family; yet I
muft write of [hLIT‘ or not of any, fince I
mix with no oihe' Happy fhall I be,
when 1 quit them all, and again return to
Berry Hill !

/

G

LETTER
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Ewvelina in continuation.
June scih,

7o \HIS morning, Mr. Smith called, o

purpofe, he faid, to offer me a ticket
for the next Hampftead affembly. |
thanked him, but defired to be excufed
accepting it; he would not, however, be
denied, nor anfwered, and, in a manner
both vehement and free, prefled and urged
his offer till I was wearied to death: bug
when he found me refolute, he feemed
thunderftruck with amazement, and thought
proper to defire I would tell him my reas
fons,

Obvious as they muft, furely, have been
to any other perfon, they were fuch as |
knew not how to repeat to him; and,
when he found I hefitated, he faid, * In-
deed, Ma’am, you are too modeft; I affure
yau the ticket is quite at your fervice, and
I thall be very happy to dance with yous;
fo pray don’t be {G coy,”

** Indeed, Sir,” returned I, “ you are
miftaken ; I never fuppofed you would of-
fer a ticket, without withing it fhould be
accepted ; but it would anfwer no purpofe
to mention the reafons which make me de-
: cline
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cline it, fince they cannot pofiibly be re-
moved.”

This fpeech feemed very much to mor-
tify him, which I could not be concerned
at, as I did not chufe to be treated by him
with fo much freedom. When he was, at
Iaft, convinced that his application to me
was ineffeftual, he addrefled himfelf to
Madame Duval, and begged fhe would
interfere in his favour, offering, at the fam¢
time, to procure another ticket for herfelf.

“"Ma foi, Sir,” anfwered fhe, angrilys
% you might as well have had the complai-
fance to afk me before, for, I affure you, I
don’t approve of no fuch rudenefs : how-=
ever, you may keep your tickets to yours
felf, for we don’t want none of em.”

This rebuke almoft overfet him; he
made many apologies, and faid that he
thould certainly have firft applied to her,
but that he had no notion the yourg lady
would have refufed him, and, on the con-
grary, had concluded that {he would have
afifted him to perfuade Madame Duval

herfelf.

This excufe appeafed her ; and he plead-
ed his caufe fo fuccefsfully, that, to my
oreat chagrin, he gained it: and Madame
Duval promifed that fhe would go herfelf,
and take me to the Hampftead affembly

whenever he pleafed. ik
1V ra




Mr. Smith then, approacl
an air of triumph, faid

now, I think,
your denial.”
I made

me with
Ma’am,

't poflibly keep: to

1d he {foon took leave,
> wonderfully gained
he Entroiie vk Dlaila vt Yitxr ol s B f o da
the favour of Madame Duval, that {he de-
clared, when he was gone, he was the pret-
] feen fince the came

man ine nac

As {oon as I could find an opportunity,
ured, in the moft humble manner,
to entreat Madame Duval would not infift
upon my attending her to this ball; and
reprefented to her, as well as I was able,
the impropriety of my accepting any pre-
fent from a young man fo entirely unknown
to me: but fhe laughed at my fcruples,
called me a foolith, ignorant country girl,
and faid fhe fhould make it her bufinefs to
teach me fomething of the world.

‘This ball is to be next week. I am fure
it 1s not more improper for, than unplea-
fant to me, and I will ufe every pofiible
endeavour to avoid it. Perhaps I may ap-
ply to Mifs Branghton for advice, as I be-
lieve fhe will be willing to affift me, from
difliking, equally with myfclf, that I thould
dance with Mr, Smith,

O my




July 11th,

O, my dear Sir! I have been fhocked
to death,—and yet, at the fame time, de-
lighted beyond expreflion, in the hope that
I have happily been the inftrument of faving
a human creature from deftruction !

turn o
to 1)!: e
rhv morning 1n
wailt upon Ll‘cm with her mefi
Bois, \,‘1/\ juft then called

‘.ljf.]v—--.’?::: defired

attending me.
; :
1\ Ir. Branghton was in

us that his fon and daugh
but defired me to fi

foon expected them home
leaving ‘M. Du Bois below. I
the room where we had dined the day
fore, and, l::; a wonderful chance,
pened fo to feat myf
of the ftairs, and yet cou
them.

In about ten minute
by the door, with a
affrighted, the fame young man 1 mention-
ed in my laft letter. Not heeding, as I
fuppofe, how he went, in turning the cor-

ner

to
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ner of the ftairs, which are narrow and
winding, his foot flipped, and he fell, but,
almoft inftantly rifing, I plainly perceived
the end of a piftol, which ftarted from his
pocket, by hitting againft the ftairs,

I was inexpreflibly fhocked. All that]
had heard of his mifery occurring to my
memory, made me conclude, that he was,
at that very moment, meditating fuicide!
Struck with the dreadful idea, all my
ftrength feemed to fail me. He moved on
flowly, yet I foon loft fight of him; I
fat motionlefs with terror; all power of
action forfook me; and I grew almoft ftiff
with horror : till, recolleéting that it was
yet poffible to prevent the fatal deed, all
my faculties feemed to return, with the
hope of faving him.

My firft thought was to fly to Mr
Branghton, but I feared that an inftant of
time loft, might for ever be rued; and
therefore, guided by the impulfe of my
apprehenfions, as well as I was able, I fol-
lowed him up ftairs, ftepping very foftly,
and obliged to fupport myfelf by the ba-
nifters.

When I came within a few ftairs of the
l‘am'lmg-pl.ace, I ftopped, for I could then
fee 1nto his room, as he had not vet fhut
the door. :

1 He
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He had put the piftol upon a table, and
had his hand in his pocket, -whence, in a
few moments, he took out another: He
then emptied fomething on the table from
a fmall leather bag; after which, taking
up both the piftols, one in each hand, he
dropt haftily upon his knees, and called
out “ O God !=~forgive me!”’

In a moment, ftrength and courage feem-
ed lent me as by infpiration : I ftarted, and
ruthing precipitately into the room, juft
caught his arm, and then, overcome by
my own fears, I fell down at his fide,
breathlefs and fenfelefs. My recovery, how-
ever, was, I believe, almoft inftantaneous
and then the fight of this unhappy man,
regarding me with a look of unutterable
aftonifhment, mixed with concern, prefently
reftored to me my recolletion, "I arofe,
though with difficulty; he did the fame;
the piftols, as I foon faw, were both on the
floor.

Unwilling to leave them, and, indeed,
too weak to move, I leant one hand on the
table, and then ftood perfeétly ftill : while
he, his eyes caft wildly towards me, feemed
too infinitely amazed to be capable of either
{peech or attion.

I believe we were fome minutes in this
extraordinary fituation; but, as my ftrength
returned, I felt myfelf both athamed and
awkward
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awkward, and moved towards the door
Pale, and motionlefs, he {uffered me t
pafs, without changing his pofture, or ut
tering a fyllable ; and, indeed,

He looked a bloodlefs image of defpair! *

When I reached the door, I turned
round; I looked fearfully at the piftols
and, impelled by an emotion I could nat
reprefs, [ haftily ftepped back, with an in-
tention of carrying them away: but ther
wretched owner, perceiving my defign,
and recovering from his aftonifhiment, datt-
ing fuddenly down, feized them both hime
felf.

Wild with fright, and fcarce knowing
what I did, I caught, almoft involuntaril,
hold of both his arms, and exclaimed,
“ O Sir! have mercy on yourfelf |

The guilty piftols fell from his hands,
which, difengaging from me, he fervently
clafped, “and cried, ¢ Sweet Heaven! s
this thy angel ?*

Encouraged by fuch gentlenefs, I again
attempted to take the piftols, but, with3
]roo}{ lml(f‘ f\rslctlc, he :‘;gain prevented mé
favine / 7 o1l £
,1}‘1‘niiquu;mt W ogzli yozul‘do rv'r,

: a you, cried, with a cou

¢ Pope’s Iliad,
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rage I now wonder at, ‘‘ to worthier
thounht':, and refcue you hom perdition.”

I then feized the plﬂ:ol s; he faid not a
word,—he made no effort to ftop me ;—I
glided quick by him, and tottered down
ftairs, ere he had recovered from the ex-
treme{t amazement.

The moment I reached again the room
I had fo fearfully left, I threw away the
piﬁols, and flinging i'nyfc}f on the firft
chair, gave free vent to the feelings I had

molft punfuhy ftifled, in a violent ‘burft of
tears, which, mdccu, proved a happy relief

to me,

In this fituation I remained fome time ;
but when, at length, l lifted up my head,
the firft object 1 faw, was the poor man
who had occafioned my terror, ftanding,
as if petrified, at the door, and gazing at
me with eyes of wild wonder.

I ftarted from the chair, but trembled
ely, that I almoft inftantly funk
it. He then, Lhotmh without
advanci ing, and in a raltmmw voice, faid,

Whoever or whatever you are, rclievc
me, I pray you, from the fufpence under
which my foul labours—and tell me if in-
deed I do not dream !”’

To this addrefs, fo fingular and fo fo-
lemn, I had not then the prefence of mind
to frame any anfwer : but, as 1 prefently

Vo, II. E perceived

BN s
e
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perceived that his eyes turned from me to
the piftols, and that he feemed to intend
regaining them, I exerted all my ftrength,
and ‘faying O for Heaven’s _fal;c for-
bear ! I rofe and tock them myfelf.

“ Do my fenfes deceive me !”. cried he,
¢ do I live—? and do you ?”

As he fpoke, he advanced towards me,
and 1, fill guarding the piftols, retreated,
faying * No, no=—you muft not—muft not
have them !”—

“ Why—for what purpofe, tell me!=—
do you withhold them ?”’—

“ To give you time to think,~~to fave
you from eternal mifery,—and, I hope, to
referve you for mercy and forgivenefs.”

¢« Wonderful 1”” cried he, with uplifted
hands and eyes, “ moft wonderful!”

For fome time, he feemed wrapped in
deep thought, till a fudden noife of tongues
below, announcing the approach of the
Branghtons, made him ftart from his res
verie: he {prung haftily forward,—dropt
on one knee,—caught hold of my gown,
which he prefled to his lips, and then,
quick as lightening, he rofe, and flew up
ftairs:to his own room.

There was fomething in the whole of :
this extraordinary and fhocking adventure,
really too affeting to be borne ; and fo en- ¢
tirely had I {pent my fpirits and exhaufted |

3 . my



my. courage, that, before the Branghtons
reached me, I had funk on the
without {enfe or motion

I believe I muit have L‘-cen a very horrid
fight to them, on their
room ; for, to all appearan
have {uffered a vio either by my
own rafhnefs, or th: of fome mu
derer ; as the piftols had fallen clofe by my
fide. :

How foon I recovered, I know not, but,
probably, I was more indebted to the loud-
nefs of their cries, than to their affiftance -
for they all concluded that I was u\.“], and,
for fome time, did not make any effort to
revive me.

Scarcely could I recolled
deed, what 1 was, ere

! . |
L leemed to

t where, or, In-
poured upon
me fuch a torrent of queftions and enqui-
ries, that I was almoft ftunned with their
vociferation. However, as foon and as well
as I was able, I endeavoured to fatisfy their
curiofity, by recounting what had happen-
ed as clearly as was in my power, 'i‘h:,;y
all looked ugnn’( at the recital, but, not
being lel (‘n\)w*h to enter into any (1“\“ S
ﬁons o have a chair called, and
to return inftantly home.

Before I 1 ‘n tl iem, I recommended, with
great earneftnefs, a Vw'i}'mt obfervance of
their unhappy lo lger, and that they would

o take

o

-
ot
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take care to keep from him, if poffible, all
means of felf-deftruction.

M. Du Bois, who feemed extremely con-
cerned at my u:;sz)!z:aon, walked by the
fide of the chair, and faw me fafe to my
own apartment.

The rathnefs and the mifery of this ill-
fated ymmrr man, engrofs all my thoughts.
If, indeed, he is Lrpt upon duuovmo
hmm,h, ‘\11 efforts to fave him will be
fruitlcfs. How much do I wifh it were
in my powel to difcover the nature of
the ﬂrdlduy which thus maddens him, and
to offer or to procure alleviation to his
fuffcz‘in%! I am fure, my deareft Sir, you
will be much concerned for this poor man;
and, wer )\u here, I doubt not but you
would find fome 'me hod of awakening
him from the error which blinds mm and
of pouring the balm of p ace and comfost
into his affli€ted foul !

LETTER




Evelina in continuation.

Tolborn, June 13th.
YESTE RDAY all th Branghtons dined
here,

Qur converfation was almoft wholly con-
cet r';'wr; the adventure of the day before,
Mr. Branghton f firft thought
o
119

4;;:\‘., that his
as 1 Lm ly to turn his lodger out of doors,
Left,” continued he, * his killing him-
felf in my houfe, fhould bring me into any
but then, I was afraid I thould
t the money he owes me, whereas,
if he dies in my houfe, I have a .1(*1 t to all
he leaves behind 1 him, if he goes off in my
debt.. Indeed, I would p-.t him in pnlon
—but what thould I get by that? he could
not earn any thing there to pay me. So I
confidered about it fome time, and then I
determined to afk him, point-blank,  for
my money out of hand. And fo I did,
but he told me he’d pa.y me next week :
however, I gave him to underftand, that,
though I was no Scotchman, yet I did not
like to be over-reached any more than he;
fo then, he g: wc me a ring, which, to my
gertain l\nu vledge, muft be worth ten gui-
neas, and to;d me he would not part with
E it

L 3 f/-\




od deal more fuch
I might keep it ill

7 not,” anfwered he, * but
no great difference; for I
e to prove my right to it all

! rmined,” faid the fon, * Fll
ome opportunity to affront him foon,

know how poor’ he is, becaufe of the
1e gave himielf to me when he firft
came.”

““ And pray how was that, child ?” faid
Madame Duval.

“ Why you never knew fuch a fufs in
your life as he made, becaufe, one day at
dinner, I only happened to fay, that I fup-
pofed he had never got fuch a good meal
in his life, before he came to England:
there he fell in fuch a paffion as you can’t
think ; but, for my part, I took no notice
of it, for to be fure, thinks I, he muft needs
be a gentleman, or he’d never go to be fo
angry about it. However, he won’t put
his tricks upon me again, in a hurry.”

“ Well,” faid Mifs Polly, * he’s grown
quite another creature to what he was(i
an
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and he does n’t run away from us,
himfelf, nor any thing; and |
as can be, and he’s always in the (hop, and
he faunters about the ftairs, and
at every body as comes in.”

“ Why you may fee what he’s after plain
Branghton}; * he wants to

Lot lanmbes
Nn¢ 100KS

eaough,” faid Mr.
fee Mifs again

““ Ha, ha, ha! Lord, how I fhould laugh,”
faid the fon, * if he thould have fell in
love with Mifs !”

“ P’m fure,” faid Mifs Branghton, * Mifs
is welcome ; but, for my part, I thould be
quite athamed of fuch a beggarly con-
queft.”

Such was the converfation till tea-time,
when the appearance of Mr. Smith gave a
new turn to the difcourfe.

Mifs Branghton defired me to remark
with what a fmart air he entered the
room, and afked me if he had not very
much a quality look ?

“ Come,” cried he, advancing to us,
“ you ladies muft not fit together ; where-
ever I go, I always make it a rule to part
the ladies.”

And then, handing Mifs Branghton to
the next chair, he feated himfelf between
us.

“ Well, now, ladies, I think we fit very
: U well,




A 1
\ %,
fhould

or what

like beit to fit by the
can you find to fay to o

“ Say 1” cried young B

never you think of that, they’ll find enough
to fay, I’ll be fworn. You know the wo-
men are never tired of talking,”
*“ Come, come, T'om,” faid Mr. Smith,
don’t be fevere upon the ladies ; when
Pm by, you know I always take their
part.”

Soon after, when Mifs Branghton offered
me fome cake, this man of gallantry faid,

Well, if I was that lady, I’d never take
any thing from a woman,”

*“ Why not, Sir

“ Becaufe I fhould be afraid of being
poifoned for being fo handfome.”

“ Who is fevere upon the ladies now 2
faid 1.

*“ ‘Why, really, Ma’am, it was a flip of
the tongue ; I did not ,n[L 1d to fay fuch a
thing ; ‘but one can’t always be on one’s
guard.”

€c

Soon
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Soon after, the converfation turning
upon public places, young Branghton
afked if I had ever been to George’s at
Hampﬁead P

“Indeed I never heard the place men-
tioned.”
“Did n’t you, Mifs ?” cried he, eagetly,
why then you’ve a deal of fun to come
Pll promife you; and, I tell you \th,
I’ll treat you there fome Sunday foon. So
now, Bid and Poll, be fure you don’t tell
Mifs about the cmirs and all that, for
I've a mind to urpnh, hu and if I pay,
I thmk I’ve a right to have. it my own
wav
*“ George’s at Hampftead !”’ repeated Mr.
Smith, contemptuoufly, *‘ how came you to
think thc young- Lady would 1“\.(:‘ L() oo’ to
{uch a low place as that | But, pray Ma’am,,
have you ever been to Don \mltgm at
Chelfea.”
¢ No,, Sir.
 No !=—nay, then, I muft infift on hav-
ing the pleafure of conduéting you there
before long. I affure you, Ma’am, many
genteel pgoplu go, or elfe, I give you my
word I thould not recommend it.”
va, Coufin,” faid. Mr. Branghton,
 have you been at Sadler’s Wells, yet ?”
* No, Sir.”
+ NO' why then you’ve feen nothing !
D8 o Pray,

111

29
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< Pray, Mifs,” faid the Son, ¢ how do
you like the Tower of London?”
' T have never been to it, Sir.”

“ Goodnefs!” exclaimed he, *‘ not feen
the Tower !—why may be you ha’ n’t been
o’ top of the Monument, neither ?”

“ No, indeed, I have not.”

““Why then you might as well not have
come to London, for aught I fee, for you've
been no where.” ‘

“ Pray, Mifs,” faid Polly, * have you
been all over Paul’s Church, yet ?

¢ No, Ma’am.”

“ Well, but, Ma’am,”” faid Mr. Smith,

“ how do you like Vauxhall and Mary-
bone

“ I never faw either, Sir.”

“ No I==God blefs me !—you really fur-
prife me,~~why Vauxhall is the firft plea-
fure in life!~I know nothing like it.=—
Well, Ma’am, you muft have been with
ftrange people, indeed, not to ‘have taken
you to Vauxhall. 'Why you have feen no-
thing of London yet.—However, we muft
try if we can’t make you amends,”

In the courfe of this catechifm, many other
places were mentioned, of which I have for-
gotten the names ; but the looks of furprife
and contempt that my repeated negatives
incurred, were very diverting.

¢ Come,” faid Mr, Smich, after tea,

r\ fas
7 \
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‘¢ as this T.ady has been with *11(’1 a queer
fet of people, let’s thew her the difference ;
fuppofe we go fomewhere to-night ?—I
love to do things with {pirit =~Come,
Ladies, where thall we go? For my part,
I thould like Foote q,-—-bu the Ladies muft
chufe ; I never fpeak myfelf.”
“ Well, Mr. Smith is always in fuch
fpirits ! faid Mifs Branghton,
“ Why ws, Ma’ar D, yes, thank God,
pretty good fpirits ;—I have not yet the
t

| > J
caru, \)t the world upon me,—I am no

7;z.ﬁ.r7'z'ea’,——h:1, ha, ha,—you’ll excufe me,
Ladies,~—but I can’t help laughing |—"
No ubruuun being made, to my great
elief, we all proceeded to the little theatre
in the h(.}u“.akct, where 1 was extremely
entertained by the performance of the Minor
and the Commifiary.
‘They all returned hither to fupper

S ilhandt okt ARt

Euvelina in continuation.
June 15thd
ESTERDAY morning, Madame
Y Duval again fent me to Mr Brangh-
ton’s attended by M. Du Bois, to make fome
E 6 party
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party for the evening ; becaufe the had had
the vapours the preceding day, from ftay-
ing at home.

As 1 entered the fhop, I perceived the
unfortunate North Briton, feated in a cor-
ner, with a book in his hand. He caft
his melancholy eyes up, as we came in,
and, I believe, immediately recolleéted my
face, for he ftarted and changed colour. 1
delivered Madame Duval’s meffage to Mr.
Branghton; who told me I fhould find
‘ Polly up ftairs, but that the others were
e s gone out,

il Up ftairs, therefore, I went; and feated

[ on a window, with Mr. Brown at her fide,

: fat Mifs Polly. I felta little awkward at
i difturbing them, and much more fo, at
At their behaviour afterwards : for, as foon as
' the common enquiries were over, Mr.
Brown grew fo fond, and fo foolith, that
I was extremely difgufted. Polly, all the
time, only rebuked him with * La, now,
Mr. Brown, do be quiet, can’t you #— |
you fhould not behave fo before company.
=~Why now what will Mifs think of me ?”
==while her looks plainly thewed not merely
the pleafure, but the pride which fhe took
in his careffes,

I did not, by any means, think it ne-
ceflary to punith myfelf by witnefling their
gendernefs, and, therefore, telling them I

9 would
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would fee if Mifs Branghton were returned
home, I foon left them, and again defcended
into the fhop.

“So, Mifs, you’ve come again,” faid
Mr. Branghton, ““ what, I fuppofe, you’ve
a mind to fit a little in the fhop, and fee
how the world goes, hay, Mifs ?*

I made no anfwer ; and M. Du Bois in-
ftantly brought me a chair.

The unhappy ftranger, who had rifen at
my entrance, again feated himfelf ; and,
though his head leant towards his book, I
could not help obferving, that his eyes
were moft intently and earneftly turned to-
wards me.

M. Du Bois, as well as his broken Eng-
lith would allow him, endeavoured to en-
tertain us, till the return of Mifs Branghton
and her brother,

“Lord, how tired I am!” cried the
former, “I have not a foot to ftand upon.”
And then, without any ceremony, fhe flung
herfelf into the chair from which I had
rifen to receive her.

“You tired ! faid the brother, *“ why
then what muft I be, that have walked
twice as far ” And with equal politenefs,
he paid the fame compliment to M. Du
Bois which his fifter had done to me.

Two chairs and three ftools compleated
the furniture of the thop, and Mr. Brangh-
ton,
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eclined the
1 rnton, uud,
as CO ‘)TiL room

This grofinefs
that I took the ftool, a
to ?\.lr. I\rl;‘.c;:rt'x f-g:‘\ elf.
tl‘“ﬂ as civilly

els, Dut faid that I had

H\, 100!\@&1 at me
fuch attention, Duwo‘. very 1(‘"\ & Fu ly, but
neither 1pok~ nor yet m ade ufe of it.

I foon found that I was an ut‘eg. of de-
rifion to all prefent, uuur M. Du Bois,
and, therefore, I begged Mr. Branghton
would give me an aniwer for Madame Du-
val, as I was in h;.'

“ Well, then,
have you 2 mind to go to-ni

4 youx
Aunt

OQ
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Aunt and L'Ih’é want to be”abroad and
among(t them.’
¢ WA ‘hy then,
ton, “we’ll g
Smith likes tha
along with us. >

& T\o. no,’ he fo
Conduit Hmm s {o let’s

““ White-Conduit Houfe, inde
his fifter, *‘ no, Tom, t

¢ Why then let nobody wants
your company ;=——we xLull do as well with-
out you, 1’1l be fworp, and better too.

“Ill tell you what, Tom, if you don’
hold your tongue, I’ll make you repent u,
—that I affure y

Jutt then, Mr. Smith came into the

1?*? cried

- oaks 2o 9
won t.

fhop, which he feemed to "T_‘i‘ﬂd pafling
through ; but when he faw me, he ib)')ped £

and bumn a moft courteous enquiry after
my hcaltn, protefting that, had he known
I 'was there, he ﬂlcuid have come down
fooner. ‘¢ But, blefs me, Ma’am,” added
he, “ what is the reafon you ftand ?** and
then he flew to bring me the feat from
which I had juft parted. i i
Mr Smith, you are come in very good #
time,” faid Mr, Branghton, *“ to end a dif-
pute between my fon and daught(.r, about
where they fhall all go to-night.’
¢ O fie, Tom,—=difpute with a lady !’
cried
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cried Mr. Smith, *“ Now, as for me, I'm
for where you will, provided this young
Lady is of the party,—one place is the
ame as another to me, fo that it be bug
agreeable to the ladies,—I would go any
where with you, Ma’am,” (to me) * unlefs,
indeed, it were to church;=—ha, ha, ha;—
yow’ll excufe me, Ma’am, but, really, I
never could conquer my fear of a parfon;
~ha, ha, ha,—really, ladies, I beg your
pardon, for being fo rude, but I can’t help
laughing for my life !”’

“I was juft faying, Mr. Smith,” faid

Aifs Branghton, “that I fhould like to go
to Don Saltero’s ;—now pray where fhould
you like to go?”

“Why really, Mifs Biddy, you know
1 always let the ladies decide; 1 never fix
any thing mylfelf; but I fhould fuppofe it
would be rather hot at the coffee-houfe,—
however, pray, Ladies, {ettle it among
yourfelves,—I’m agreeable to whatever you
chufe.”

It was eafy for me to difcover, that this
man, with all his parade of conformity, ob-
je€ts to every thing that is not propofed
by himfelf : but he is fo much admired, by
this family, for his gensi/ity, that he thinks
himfelf a complete fine gentleman !

*“Come,” faid: Mr. Branghton,  the
beft way will be to put it to the vote, and

then:
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then every body will {peak th
Biddy, call Poll down ftairs. We'll
fair.”

Lord, Papa,” faid ghton,
“ why can’t you as well fend Tom 2=
you're ‘«1,‘,3)9 {ending -and

A difpute then enfued
ton was oL,w;rd to yield.

When Mr. Brown and Mifs .
their appearance, the latter uttered .
complaints of havi ng been called, faying
fhe did not want to come, and was very
well where fhe was,

“ Now, Ladies, your votes;” cried
Mr. Smith, ““and fo, Ma’am,” (to me)
 we’ll begin with you. What place fhall
you hkc oc& ?” and then, in a M.upc he

added, “‘ I affure you, I thall fay tm fame
as you do, whether I like it or not.”

I faid, that as I was ignorant what choice
was in my power, I muft beg to hear their
decifions firft. This was uluOtmtly al-
fented to; and then Mifs Branghton voted
for Salbem s Coffee-houfe ; her fifter, for a
party to Mother Red Cap’s; the bruthc" for
White-Conduit Houfe; Mr. Brown, for
baon.noc Wells ; Mr. Branghton for Sad-
lcr s Wells ; s and Mr. Smith for Vauxhall.

* Well now, Ma’am,” faid Mr. Smith,
¢ we have all fpoken, and fo you muft give
the

11
u

b
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ote. Come, what will you

I, “1 was to fpeak

fo you will,” faid Mifs Brangh-

e
ton, * for we’ve all fpoke firft.”

““ Pardon me,” returned I,  the voting
has not yet been quite general.”

And I looked towards Mr. Macartney,
to whom I withed extremely to fhew that
I was not of the fame brutal nature with:
thofe by whom he was treated fo grofsly.

“ Why pray,” faid Mr. Branghton,
¢ who have we left out? would you have
the cats and dogs vete 27

“ No, Sir,” cried I, with fome fpirit,*
« | would have zhat gentleman vote,~ify
indeed, he is not fuperior to joining ouf
party.”

They all looked at me, as if they doubt-
ed whether or not they had heard me
right : but, in a few moments, their fur-
prife gave way to a rude burft of laughter.

Very much difpleafed, I told M. Du
Bois that if he was not ready to go, I would
have a coach called for myfelf.

O yes, he faid, he was always ready to
attend me.

Mr. Smith then advancing, attempted to
take my hand, and begged me not to
leave
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leave them till I had fettled the evening’s
plan.

“ I have nothing, Sir,” faid I, “to do
with it, as it is my intention to ftay at
home ; and therefore Mr. Branghton will
be fo good as to fend Madame Duval word
what place is fixed upon, when it is con-
venient to him.”

And then, making a flight courtefie, I
left them.

How much does my difguft for thefe
people encreafe my pity for poor Mr. Ma-
cartney ! I will not fee them when I can
avoid fo doing; but I am determined to
take every opportunity in my power, to
fhew civility to this unhappy man, whofe
misfortunes, with this family, only render
him an objeét of fcorn, I was, however,
very well pleafed with M. Du Bois, who,
far from joining in their mirth, exprefled
himfelf extremely fhocked at their ill-
breeding.

We had not walked ten yards before we
were followed by Mr. Smith, who came to
make excufes, and to aflure me they were
only joking, and hoped 1 took nothing ill,
for, if I did, he would make a quarrel of
it himfelf with the Branghtons, rather than
I thould receive any offence.

I begged him not to take any trouble
about 1o immaterial an affair, and afﬁlxr.ed
him
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him I thould not myfelf.  He was fo offis
cious, that he would not be prevailed upon
to return home, till he had walked with
us to Mr. Dawkins’s.

Madame Duval was very much difpleafed
that I brought her fo little fatisfaction.
White Conduit Houfe was, at laft, fixed
upon ; and, notwithftanding my great dif-
like of fuch parties and fuch places, I was
obliged to accompany them.

Very difagreeable, and much according
to my expeltations, the evening proved.
There were many people all {mart and gau-
dy, and fo pert and low-bred, that I could
hardly endure being amongft them ; but
the party to which, unfortunately, 1 be-
longed, feemed all az bome.

LR T B R NN

Evelina in continuation.

Holborn, June 17th,
ESTERDAY Mr. Smith carried his
point, of making a party for Vaux-
hall, confifting of Madame Duval, M, Du
Bois, all the Branghtons, Mr. Brown, him-
felf,—and me !=—for I find all endeavours
vain
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vain to efcape any thing which thefe people
defire I fhould not,.

There were twenty difputes previous to
our fetting out; firlt, as to the zime of our
going: Mr. Branghton, his fon, and young
Brown, were for fix o’clock ; and all the
ladies and Mr. Smith were for eight ;=

the latter, however, conquered.

Then, as to the way we thould go; fome
were for a boat, others for a coach, and
Mr. Branghton himfelf was for walking :

but the boat, at length, was decided upon.
Indeed this was the only part of the expedi-
tion that was agreeable to me, for the
Thames was delightfully pleafant.

The Garden is very pretty, but too for-
mal ; I fhould have been better pleafed,
had it confifted lefs of {trait walks, where

Grove nods at grove, each alley has its brother.

company in the citcle round the orcheftra
make a moft brilliant and gay appearances;
and, had I been with a party lefs difagree-
ble to me, 1 fhould have thought it a
place formed for animation and pleafure,
“T'here was a concert, in the courfe of which,
a hautbois concerto was fo charmingly
played, that I could have thought myfelf
upon enchanted ground, had I had fpirits
more

The trees, the numerous lights, and the
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more

boy i

with. The haut-

th endeavourec attach him-
ve, with fuch officious affiduity,
- freedom, that he quite

M. Du Bois was the
yarty to whom, volun-
addrefled -myfelf. He. s
c&iful, and I have found

y fince I left Howard Grove,

1 is very bad, but I prefer it to
French myfelf, which I dare not

fo

v to do. I converfe with him fre-
qt y, both to difengage myfelf from
others, -and to oblige Madame Duval, who

is always pleafed when he is attended to.

As we were walking about the orcheftra,
I heard a bell ring, and, in a moment, Mr.
Smith, flying up to me, caught my hand,
and, with a motion too quick to be re-
fited, ran away with me many yards be-
fore I had breath to afk his meaning, though
I ftruggled as well as I could to get from
him. At laft, however, I infifted upon
{t‘(.;;ping; ,“ Stopping, Ma’am !” cried he,

why, we muft run on, or we fhall lofe
the calcade !’

And then again, he hurried me away,
mixing with a crowd of people, all running
with fo much velocity, that I could not
imagine what had raifed fuch an alam{L
We
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We were {foon followed by the ref

party 5 and my {urprife and ignorance
proved a fource of diverfion to them all,
which was not exhaufted the whole evening.
Young Branghton, in particular, luughud
till he could hardly ftand.

The {fcene of the cafcade I thought
extremely pretty, and the general effe&t
ftriking and lively,

But this was not the only furprife which
was to divert them at my expence ; for
hey led me about the _garden, pwpo fely to
enjoy my firft fight of various other decep-
tions.

About ten o’clock, Mr. Smith having
chofen a Jox in a very confpicuous place,
we all went to fupper. Much fault was
found with every thing that was ordered,
though not a morfcl of any thing was left ;
and the dearnefs of the p*ovmom, with
conjectures upon what profit was made by
them, fupplied difcourfe during the whole
meal.

When wine and cyder were brought, M
Smith faid, ° Now let’s enjoy ouriclvcs
now is the time, or never. Well, Ma’am,
and how do you like Vauxhall ?”

Likeit!” cried young Branghton, ¢ why,
how can fhe help lkag it? fhe has neve
feen fuch a place before, that I’ll anfwer
for,”

For



¢ For my part » {aid Mifs Branghton, I
like it becaufe it 1@ not vulgar.”
¢ This muft have been a fine treat for
you, Mifs,” faid Mr. Brang shton ; ““ whys
| fuppok vou was never {o xmpp" in all your
e

2

life before ?’

I endeavoured to exprefs my fatisfaction
with fome pl*aﬂvre yet I believe they were
much amazed atmy coldnefs

“ Mifs ought to ftay in town t111 the Jalt
night,” faid young Branghton, ““ and then,
is my belief, the’d fay 101.1ethmo to 1['
W hy, Lord, it’s the beft ni ight of anys
there’s always a riot,—and there the folks
run about,—and then there’s fuch {quealing
and {qualling = and there all the lamps are
broke .mu the women run {kimper 1cam-
per -——-l declare I would not take five gui-
neas to mifs the laft night 1”

[ was very glad when they all grew tired
of fitting, and called for the waiter to pay
the bi The Mifs Branghtons faid they

would walk on, v hile the gentlemen fettled
the account, and afked me to accompany
th- m 3 which ’ however, I declined.

“You oirls may do as you pleafe,” faid
Madame Duval, *“ but as to me, I pro-
mife you, I tha’n’t go no where without the
gentlemen.”’

No more, Ifuppofe, will my Coufﬂ,d
fa
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faid Mifs Branghton, looking reproachfully
towards Mr. Smith,

This refleCtion, which I feared  would
flatter his vanity, made me, moft unfortu-
nately, requeft Madame Duval’s permifiion
to attend them. She granted it, and away
we went, having promifed to meet in the
room.

To the room therefore, I would imme-
diately have gone: but the fifters agreed
that they would firft have a /sl pleafure,
and they tittered, and talked fo loud, that
they attracted univerfal notice.

© Lord, Polly,” faid the eldeft, * fup-
pofe we were to take a turn in the dark
walks !

“ Ay, do,” anfwered fhe, * and then
we'll hide ourfelves, and then Mr. Brown
will think we are loft.”

I remonftrated very warmly againft this
plan, telling them that it would endanger
our miffing the reft of the party all the
evening.

“ O dear,” cried Mifs Branghton, 1
thought how uneafy Mifs would be, without
a beau !

This impertinence I did not think worth
anf\vering; and, quite by compulfion, I
followed them down a long alley, in which
there was hardly any light.

By the time we came near the end, a
Vo, 11, F large
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large party of gentlemen, app:}rently very
riotous, and who were® hallowing, leaning
on one another, and laughing 1mmode-
rately, feemed to rufh fuddenly from be-
hind fome trees, and, meeting us face to
ace, put their arms at their fides, and
formed a kind of circle, which firft ftopped
our proceeding, and then our retreating,
for we were prefently entirely inclofed.
The Mifs Branghtons fcreamed aloud, and
1 was frightened exceedingly : our fcreams
were anfwered with burfts of laughter, and,
for fome minutes, we were kept prifoners,
till, at laft, one of them, rudely, feizing
hold of ‘me, faid I was a pretty little creas
ture., :

Terrified to death, I ftruggled with fuch
vehemence to difengage myfelf from him,
that I fucceeded, in fpite of his “efforts to
detain me; -and immediately, and with 2
fwiftnefs which fear only could have given
me, T‘flew rather than ran up the walk,
hoping to fecure my fafety by returning to
the lights and company we had fo foolilhly
teft : but, before I could poflibly accom-
plith my purpofe, I was met by another

arty of men, one of whom placed himfelf
fo direétly in my way, calling out, “ Whi-
ther fo faft, my love ?”’~that I could only
have proceeded, by running into his arms.
In a moment, both my hands, by dif-
ferent
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ferent perfons, were caught hold of ; and
one of them, in a moft familiar manner,
defired, when I ran next, to accompany
me in a race; while the reft of the party
ftood ftill and laughed.

I was almoft diftracted with terror, and
fo breathlefs with running, that I could not
fpeak, till another advancing, faid, I was as
handfome as an angel, and defired to be of
the party. I then juft articulated, * For
Heaven’s fake, Gentlemen, let me pafs 1”

Another, then, ruthing fuddenly forward,
exclaimed, “‘ Heaven and earth ! what voice
is that P’

* The voice of the prettieft little altrefs
I have feen this age,” anfwered one of my
perfecutors.

* No,=no,—no,~" I panied out, 1
am no actrefs,~pray let me go,~—pray leg
me pafs=—,”
¢ By all that’s facred,” cried the fame
{ voice, which I then knew for Sir Clement
¢ Willoughby’s, “ ’tis herfelf |’

) " Sir Clement Willoughby 1” cried I.

s O Sir, afit — affift me—or I fhall die

i With terror !—"

i Gentlemen,” cried he, difengaging

| them all from me in an inftant, “ pray leave

this lady to me.”

; Loud laughs proceeded from every

\mouth, and two or three faid, *“ Willoughby
Fa bas
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bas all the luck I’ But one of them, ina
paflionate manner, vowed he would not give
me up, for that he had the firft right to me,
and would {upport it.

““ You are miftaken,” faid Sir Clement,
¢ this lady is—I will explain myfelf to you
another time 3 but, I affure you, you are all
miftaken

And then, taking my willing hand, he
led me - off, amidft the loud acclamations,
laughter, and grofs merriment of his im-
pertinent companions.

As foon as we had efcaped from them,
Sir Clement, with a voice of furprife, ex-
claimed, * My deareft creature, what won-
der, what ftrange revolution, has brought
you to fuch a fpot as this

Afhamed of my fituation, and extremely
mortified to be thus recognized by him, I
was for fome time filent, and when he re-
peated his queftion, only ftammered out,
*“ I have,~1 hardly know how,—loft my-
felf from my party.—”

He caught my hand, and eagerly prefling
it, in a paflionate voice, faid,* O-that I had
fooner met with thee!”

Surprifed at a freedom fo unexpeéted, |
angrily broke from him, faying, “ Is this
the protettion you give me, Sir Cle-,
ment 2

And
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And then I faw, what the perturbation
of my mind had prevented my fooner no-
ticing, that he had led me, though I know
not how, into another of the dark alleys,
inftead of the place whither I meant to
go.

“ Good God !” I cried, “ where am I?
—What way are you going ?=—"

“ Where,” anfwered he, ** we fhall be
leaft obferved.”

Aftonifhed at this {peech, I ftopped fhort,
and declared I would go no further.

“ And why not, my angel ?”’ again en-
deavouring to take my hand.

My heart beat with refentmenty- I puthed
him away from me with all my ftrength,
and demanded how he dared treat me with
fuch infolence ?

¢ Infolence ! repeated he.

“ Yes, Sir Clement, infolence ; from you,
who know me, I had a claim for protettion,
=not to {uch treatment as this.”

“ By Heaven,” cried he with warmth,
“ you diftra& me,—why, tell me,~=why
do I fee you here ?—1Is this a place for Mifs
Anville >—thefe dark walks !=—no party !
—no companion !=—by all that’s good, I can
fcarce believe my fenfes !”

Extremely offended at this fpeech, I
turned angrily from him, and, not deign-
ing to make any anfwer, walked on to-

x-3 wards
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wards that part of the garden whence I per-
ceived the lights and company.

He followed me ; but we were both fome
time filent,

““ So you will not explain to me your
fituation ?”” faid he, at length.

¢ No, Sir,” anfwered I, difdainfully.

““ Nor yet=—fuffer me to make my own
interpretation ?=—"’

I could not bear this ftrange manner of
fpeaking ; it made my very foul fhudder,
—and I burft into tears.

He flew to me, and actually flung him-
felf at my feet, as if regardlefs who might
fee him, {aying, “ O Mifs Anville—love-
lieft of women=—forgive my-—my=—I be
feech you forgive me ;—if I have offended,
—if I have hurt you—I could kill myfelf
at the thought I—"

* No matter, Sir, no matter,” cried I,
““4f I can but find my friends,~1 will ne-
ver {peak to—never fee you again !”

“Good God !——good Heaven !=—my dear-
eft life, what isit I have done P=—whatisit I
have f{aid 2=

“ You beft know, Sir, what and why ;—
but don’t hold me here, — let me be gone,

and do you 1

“ Not till you forgive me !—1I cannot
part with you in anger.”

* Fer thame, for fhame, Sir!” cried 1
indignantly,

5
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would fooner forfeit:my life than aét fo mean

a part. But you have flung me 1nto.amaz

ment unfpeakable, and you will not con-
defcend to liften to my requeft of giving
me {fome explanation.” '

% The manner, Sir,” faid I, *° in which
you fpoke that requeft, made, and will
make me fcorn to anifwer it.”

“ Scorn ! — I will own to ‘you, I ex-

ected not fuch difpleafure from Mifs An-
ville.”

¢ Perhaps, Sir, if you had, you would
lefs voluntarily have merited it.”

“ My deareft life, furely it muft be
known to.you,, that the man does not
breathe, who adores you fo paffionately, fo
fervently, fo tendetly as I do!=—why then
will you delight in perplexing: me 2'==in
keeping me 1n fufpence—in torturing me
with doubt :—"’

¢ 1, Sir, delight in perplexing you !=—
You are much miftaken.—Your {ufpence,
your doubts, your perplexities,——are of your
own creating ; and, believe me, Sir, they
may offend, but they can never delight me:—+

e b but,

T
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but, as you have yourfelf raifed, you muft
yourfelf fatisfy them.”

* Good God !=—that fuch haughtinefs
and fuch fweetnefs can inhabit the fame
manfion !

I made no anfwer, but quickening my
pace, T walked on filently and fullenly;
till this moft impetuous of men, fnatching
my hand, which he grafped with violence,
befought me to forgive him, with fuch
earneftnefs of fupplication, that, merely to
efcape his importunities, I was forced to
fpeak, and, in fome meafure, to grant the
pardon he requefted: though it was ac-
corded with a very ill grace ; but, indeed,
I knew not how to refift the humility of his
entreaties : yet never fhall I recollet the
occafion he gave me of difpleafure, without
feeling it renewed.

‘We now foon arrived in the midft of the
geperal crowd, and my own fafety being
then infured, I grew extremely uneafy
for the Mifs Branghtons, whofe danger,
however imprudently incurred by their own
folly, I too well knew how to tremble for.
To this confideration all my pride of heart
yielded, and I determined to feek my party
with the utmoft fpeed; though not with-
out a figh did I recollect the fruitlefs at-
tempt I had made, after the opera, of con-
cealing from this man my unfortunate con-
nections,




EVELIN A 129

neétions, which I was now obliged to make
known.

I haftened, therefore, to the room, with
a view of fending young Branghton to the
aid of his fifters. - In a very fhort time, I
perceived Madame Duval, and the reft,
looking at one of the paintings. I muft
own to you, honeftly, my dear Sir, that
an involuntary repugnance feized me, at

refenting fuch a fet to Sir Clement,~he,
who had been ufed to fee me in parties fo
different ! —My pace flackened as I ap-
proached them,—but they prefently per-
ceived me.
“ Ab, Mademoifelle!” cried M. Du Bois,
Que je fuis charmé de vous voir I”’
“ Pray, Mifs,” cried Mr. Brown,
“ where’s Mifs Polly "

“ Why, Mifs, you’ve been a long while
gone,” faid Mr, Branghton; “ we thought
you’d been loft. But what have you done
with your coufins ?”’

I hefitated,—for Sir Clement regarded
me with a look of wonder.

“ Pardi,” cried Madame Duval, “ 1
fha’n’t let you leave me again in a hur-
ry. Why, here we’ve been in fuch a
fright l=—and, all the while, I fuppofe
you've been thinking nothing about the
matter.”

¥ Well,” faid young Branghton, “ as

Fs long
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long as Mifs is come back, I don’t mind,
for as to Bid and Poll, they can take care
of themfelves. But the beft joke is, Mr."
Smith is gone all about a looking for
you.”

Thefe {peeches were made almoft all in
a breath : but when, at laft, they waited
for an anfwer, I told them, that in walking
up one of the long alleys, we had been
frightened and feparated.

“ The long alleys I repeated Mr,
Branghton, “ and, pray, what had you to
do in the long alleys? why, to be fure,
you mutit all of you have had a mind to be
affronted 1"’

This fpeech was not more impertinent to
me, than furprifing to Sir Clement, who
regarded all the party with evident aftonifh-
ment. - However, I told young Branghton
that no time ought to be loft, for that his
fifters might require his immediate protec-
tion.

*“ But how will they get it2” cried this
brutal brother ; * if ‘they’ve a mind tobe-
have in fuch a manner as that, they ought
to protect themfelves ; and fo they may. for
e,

“ Well,” faid the fimple Mr. Brown,
whether you go or no, I think I may as
well fee after Mifs Polly.”

~-The father, then, interfering, inﬁflt]ed
3 that

£
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that his fon fhould accompany him; and
away they went.

It was now that Madame Duval firft per=
ceived Sir Clement; to whom turning with
a look of great difpleafure, the angrily faid,
“ Ma' foi, fo you are comed here, of all
the people in the world !—1I wonder, child,
you would Jet fuch a —=fuch a per/on as that
keep company with you.”

“ [ am vefry forry, Madam,” faid Sir
Clement, in a tone of furprife, ‘“ if I have
been fo unfortunate as to offend you; but
I believe you will not regret the honour I
now have of attending Mifs Anville, when
you hear that I have been fo happy as
to do her fome fervice.”

Juft 'as Madame Duval, with her ufual
Mz foi, was beginning to reply, the atten-
tion of Sir Clement was wholly drawn from
her, by the appearance of Mr. Smith, who
coming fuddenly behind me, and freely
putting his hands on my thoulders, cried,
“ O ho, my little runaway, have I found
you at laft ? I have been fcampering, all
over the gardens for you, for I was deter-
mined to find you, if you were above
ground —But how could you be fo cruel
as to leave us ?”

I turned round to him, and looked with
a degree of contempt that I hoped would

b -
have quieted him; but he had not the

F 6 {enfe
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fenfe to underftand me; and, attempting
to take my hand, he added, * Such a de-
mure looking lady as you are, who’d have
thought of your leading one fuch a dance?
~—Come, now, don’t be fo coy,—=only think
what a trouble I have had in running after
you I”

* The trouble, Sir,” faid I, * was of
your own choice,—not mine.”” And I
walked round to the other fide of Madame
Duval.

Perhaps I was too proud,—but I could
not endure that Sir Clement, whofe eyes
tollowed him with looks of -the moft fur-
prifed curiofity, fhould witnefs his unwel-
come familiarity.

Upon my removal, he came up to me,
and, in a low voice, faid, * You are not,
then, with the Mirvans ?”

. 1%a Sir™”

“ And pray—may I afk,=have you.
left them long ?”

*“ No, Sir.”

*“ How unfortunate I am l—but yefter-
day I fent to acquaint the Captain I fhould
reach the Grove by to-morrow noon! How-

ever, I fhall get away as faft as poffible.
Shall you be long in town ?”

:: I believe not, Sir.”
= And then, when you leave it,~which
way
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way—will you allow me to afk, which way
you fhall travel ?”

*“ Indeed,—I don’t know.”

“ Not know !=-But do you return to
the Mirvans any more ?”

“ I—I can’t tell, Sir.

And then, I addrefled myfelf to Ma-
dame Duval, with fuch a pretended ear-
neftnefs, that he was obliged to be filent.

As he cannot but obferve the great
change in my fituation, which he knows
not how to account for, there is {fomething
in all thefe queftions, and this unreftrained
curiofity, that I did not expeét from a
man, who when he pleafes can be fo well-
bred, as Sir Clement Willoughby. He
feems difpofed to think that the alteration
in-my companions authorifes an alteration
in his manners. It is true, he has always
treated me with uncommon freedom, but
never before with fo difrefpectful an abrupt-
nefs. This obfervation, which he has
given me caufe to make, of his changing
with the tide, has funk him more in my
opinion, than-any other part of his con-
dudt,

Yet I could almoft have laughed, when
I looked at Mr. Smith, who no fooner
faw me addrefled by Sir Clement, than,
retreating aloof from the company, he

feemed to lofe at once  all his haf)[laty
C -

3
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felf-fufficiéncy and conceit ; l‘oomnfr now
at the baronet, now at himfelf , furveying,
with forrowful eyes, “his d Jri i’crud\ with
his ‘air, his geftures, his ealy gaiety ; he
gazed at him with envious d’l’l viration, and
feemed himfelf, with confcious mferiority,
to thrink into not

Sooen after, ™Mr. ]
us, called out,
Polly come yet 2”

“ Come!” faid Mr. Branghton, * why,
I thought you went to fetch her yourfelf,
cid n’t \(‘h. 2

* Yes, but I cou ’d n’t find her-—-yetl
dare fay I’ve been over hilf the garden.”

“ Half! but why dxd not you go over
it all 7

* Why, fo I will - but only I thought

Pd juft come -and fee if fhe was here

,_‘f_l,: '))’
But where’s Tom ?”
Why, I don’t know} for he would
not ftay with me, all as ever I could fay 5
for we met {fome young gentlemen of his
acquaintance, and fo he bid me go and
look by myfelf, for he faid, fays he, I can’
divert myfelf better another w4 ay,  fays
he.”
This account being given, away again

went © this filly younﬁ* man; and Mr.
5 : Branghton,

rown * running up to
La, w’L.L, Pt Mifs
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Branghton, extremely incenfed, faid he
would go and fee after them himfelf.

“ So now,” cried Madame Duval,
he’s gone too! why, at this rate we fhall
have to wait for one or other of them
all night !”

Obferving that Sir Clement feemed dif-
pofed to renew his enquiries, I turned to-
wards one of the paii 1, pretend-
ing to be very much occ in looking
at it, alked M. Du Bois fome queftions
concerning the figures.

“ O, Mon Dieu I”> cried Madame Du-
val, * don’t afk him; your beft way is to:
afk Mr. Smith, for he’s been here the of-
teneft. Come, Mr. Smith, I dare fay you
can tell us all about them.” »

“ Why, yes, Ma’am, yes,” faid Mr.
Smith, who, brightening up at this applica-
tion, advanced towards us, with an air of
affumed importance, which, however, fat
very uneafily upon him, and begged to
know what he thould explain firft; *° For
I have attended,” faid he, *

paintings, and know every thing in them

113

perfectly well; for I am rather fond of »
piftures, Ma’am; and, really, I muft fay,,

I think a pretty pi¢ture is a——a very——is
really a very—is fomething very pretty.—"
“°So do I too,” faid Madame Duvaly
 but pray now, Sir, tell us:who that is
meant

to all thefe.
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meant for,” pointing to a figure of Nep-
tune.

“ That !—why that, Ma’am, is,—Loxd
blefs me, I can’t think how I come to be
fo ftupid, but really I have forgot his
name,—and yet, [ know it as well as my
own, too,—however, he’s a General, Ma’am,
they are all Generals.”

I faw Sir Clement bite his lips ; and, in-
deed, fo did I mine.

“ Well,” faid Madame Duval, * it’s the
oddeft drefs for a General ever I fee 1

“ He feems fo capital a figure,” faid Sir
Clement to Mr. Smuth, that I imagine
he muft be Generaliffiimo of the wholearmy,”

“ Yes, Sir, yes,” anfwered Mr. Smith,
refpectfully bowing, and highly delighted
at being thus referred to, ** you are per-
fectly right,—but I cannot for my life
think of his name ;~—perhaps, Sir, you
may remember it ?”’

“ No, really,” replied Sir Clement, * my
acquaintance ammeng the Generals is notfo
extenfive,”

The ironical tone of voice in which Sir
Clement {poke, entirely difconcerted Mr.
Smith ; who, again tetiring to an humble
diftance, feemed fenfibly moitified at the
failure of his attempt to recover his confe-
quence.

Soon after, Mr. Branghton returnc_edl;
: wit
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with his youngeft daughter, whom he had
refcued from a party of infolent young
men ; but he had not yet been able to find
the eldeft. Mifs Polly was really frighten-
ed, and declared fhe would never go into
the dark walks again. Her father, leaving
her with us, went in queft of her fifter,

While fhe was relating her adventures,
to which nobody liftened more attentively
than Sir Clement, we {aw Mr. Brown enter
the room. * O la!” cried Mifs Polly, * let
me hide myfelf, and don’t tell hhm I'm
come.”

She then placed herfelf behind Madame
Duval, in fuch a manner that fhe could not
be feen.

“ So Mifs Polly is not come yet!” faid
the fimple fwain; ““ well, I can’c think
where fhe can be ! I’ve been a looking, and
looking, and looking all about, and I can’t
find her, all I can do.”

“ Well but, Mr. Brown,” faid Mr.
Smith, ¢ fha’n’t you go and look for the
lady again 7

“ Yes, Sir,” faid he, fitting down, *‘ but
I muft reft me a little bit firft, You can’t
think how tired I am.”

“ O fie, Mr. Brown, fie,” cried Mr.
Smith, winking at us, *“ tired of looking
for a lady ! Go, go, for thame!”

“ So I will, Sir, prefently; but youl;d
e
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nious little artifice.

At laft appeared Mr. Branghton and
Mifs Biddy,; who, with a face of mixed
anger and confufion, addrefling herfclf to
me, faid, ** So Mifs, fo you ran away from
me! Well, fee'if I don’t do as much by
you, fome day or other! But I thought
how it would be, you’d no mind to leave
(})C’é'“;’;.l[]’}iu’i“l, though youw'd run away from
ane.

I was fo much furprifed at this attack,
that I could not anfwer her for very amazes
ment 3 and fhe proceeded to tell us how ill
fhe had been ufed, and that two young mea
had been making her walk up and dows
the dark walks by abfolute force, and as
faft as ever they could tear her along i and
many other particulars, which I will not
tire ‘you with relating. In conclufion,
looking at Mr. Smith, fhe faid, *‘ But, 0
be fure, thought I, at leaft all the coms
pany will be looking for me; fo I little
expected to find you all here, talking 45
comfortably as ever you can. However, I
know I may thank my coufin for il

—

(i
i
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very much fhocked,
rant in what manner
ceflary to your difiref
““ Why, by running away fo. If you’d
ftayed with us, I i
Smith and M. Du
to look for us; 1
not leave your ladyfhip

aniwer for i, ivin,

The folly and unreafonablenefs of this |
fpeech would admit of no anfwer. But

what a fcene was this for Sir Clement!
his furprife was evident; and, I muft
acknowledge, my confufion was equally
great.

We had now to wait for young Brangh-
ton, who did not appear for fome time ;
and, during this interval, it was with dif-
ficulty that I avoided Sir Clement, who
was on the rack of curiofity, and dying
to fpeak to me.

When, at laft, the hopeful youth re-
turned, a long and frightful quarrel en-
fued between him and his father, in which
his fifters occafionally joined, concerning
his neglect ; and he defended himfelf only
by a brutal mirth, which he indulged at
their expence.

Every one, now, feemed inclined to de-
part;~when, as ufual, a difpute arofe,
upon the way of our going, whether in a

coach
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coach or a boat. After much debating,
it was determined that we thould make two
parties, one by the water and the other by
tand ; for Madame Duval declared fhe
would not, upon any account, go into d
boat at night.

Sir Clement then faid, that if fhe had no
carriage 1n waiting, he thould be happy to
fee her and me fafe home, as his was in
readinefs.

Fury ftarted into her eyes, and paffion
inflamed every feature, as fhe anfwered,
* Pardi, no,—you may take care of your-
felf, if you pleafe ; but as to me, I promife
you I fha’'n’t truft myfelf with no fuch
perfon.”

He pretended not to comprehend her
meaning, yet, to wave a difcuffion, ac-
quiefced in her refufal. The coach-party
fixed upon confifted of Madame Duval,
M. Du Bois, Mifs Branghton, and my-
felf.

I now began to rejoice, in private, that,
at leaft, our lodgings would be neither feen
nor known by Sir Clement. We foon met
with an hackney-coach, into which he
handed me, and then took leave.

Madame Duval, having already given
the coachman her diretion, he mounted
the box, and we were juft driving off, when
Sir Clement exclaimed, * By Heaven, this

is
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is the very coach I had in waitin
felf 1

“ This coach, your honour!” faid the
man,  no, that it ’n’t.”’

Sir Clement, however, {wore that it was,
and, prefently, the man, begging his par-
don, faid he had really forgotten that he
was engaged.

I have no doubt but that this fcheme oc-
curred to him at the moment, and that he
made fome f{ign to the coachman, which
induced him to fupport it : for there is not
the leafl probability that the accident really
happened, as it is moft likely his own cha-
riot was in \K'L?l[}l\g.

The man then opened the coach-door,
and Sir Clement advancing to it, faid, I
don’t believe there is another carriage to be
had, or I would not incommode you; but,
as it may be difagreeable to you to wait
here any longer, I beg you will not get
out, for you fhall be fet down before I
am carried home, if you will be {fo good as
to make a little room.”

And fo faying, in he jumpt, and feated
himfelf between M. Du Bois and me, while
our aftonifhment at the whole tranfation
was too great for fpeech. He then ordered
the coachman to drive on, according to the
directions he had already received.

For the firft ten minutes, no one uttered
aword;

g for my-
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a word; and then, Madame Duval, no
lonoev able to contain herfelf, exclaimed,

S . ~ -
* Ma foi ) 1t this is n’t one of the impu-

denteft things ever I fee!”

Sir Clement, regardlefs of this rebuke,
attended only to me; however, I anfwered
nothing he faid, when I could poﬁ".bly avoid
fo doing. Mifs Branghton made feveral
attempts to attraét his “notice, but in vain,
for he would not take the trouble of pay-
1 r any regard.
dame Duval, during the reft of the
i herfelf to M. Du Bois in
and in that language exclaimed
reat vehemence :mmn boldnefs and
was extremely glad when I thought our
journey muft be nam]y an end, for my
{ituation was very uneafy to me, as Sir Cle-
ment perpetually ende: »umed to take my
hand. I looked out of the coach-window,
to fee if we were near home ; Sir Clement,
ftooping over me did the fame, and then, in
a voice of infinite wonder, called out,
* Where the d—1 is the man driving to?
—why we are in Broad St, Giles’s 1”

*.0, he’s very right,” cried Madame
Duval, “f{o never trouble your head about
that, for I tha’n’t 8o by no direétions of
yours, I promife you.”

When, at laft, we ftopped, at an Hofier's

v n

~
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in High Holborn.—Sir Clement {
but his eyes, I faw, wete VEry
ployed in viewing the place, an

tion of the houfe. The coach, he faid, be-
longed to him, and he infifted
upon paying for iz 3 an 1e took leave,
M. Du Bois Ik home with Miifs
Branghton, and Madame Duval and 1 re-

: o
tired to our appart
How difaor

rits: but Madame ﬂu*nll was enrag
meeting with him ; Mr. rﬂ anghton, angry
with his childre Slic of the Mifs
Branghtons their plan, and
ended in their f'}-, their brothe
was provoked U‘.Lit thf;r had been no riot
Mr. Brown was tired ; and Mr. Smith
mortified. As to myfelf, I muft acknow-
ledge, nothing could be more difagreeable
to me, than being feen by Sir Clement
Wil lomhby with a party atonce fo vulgar
in themfelves, and {o familiar to me.

And you, too, my dear Sir, will, I know,
be forry that I have met hlm 5 howwer
there is' no apprehu.ﬁon of his v1fmnor
here, as Madame Duval is far too angry to
admxt him.

LETTER
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Evelina in continuation.

Holborn, June 18th,

AD AME Duval rofe very late this
morning, and, at one o’clock, we

had but juft breakfafted, when Mifs
Branghton, her ‘brother, Mr. Smith, and
Monfieur Du Bois, called to enquire after
our healths.
This civility in young Bi a"m on, I much
fufpelt, was mqu the refult of his rathex s
commands ; but his fifter and Mr. Smith,
1 foon found, had motives of their own.
Scarce had thcy {poken to Madame Duval,
when, advancing eagerly to me, * Pray,
Ma’am,” faid Mr. Smith, °who was that
ge ntL man ?”

* Pray, Coulin,” cried Mifs Branghton,
“ was not he the fame gentleman you ran
away with that night a t the opera g1

Goodnefst that he was,” faid young
Branghton; “ and, I declaxe, as foon as
ever I faw him, I thought I knew his
face,”

“I’m fure I’ll defy you to forget him,”
anfwered his fifter, ““if once you had feen
him: he is the fineft gentleman I ever
faw

<
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faw in my life; don’t you think fo, Mr.
Smith ?”

* Why, you won’t give the Lady time
to fpeak,” faid Mr. Smith. == “‘/ Pray,
Ma’am, what is the gentleman’s name 2

*“ Willoughby, Sir.”

“ Wi Ilouvhb"' I think I have heard
the name. Pnay, Ma’am, is he married #»

* Lord, no, that he is not,” cried Mifs
Branghton 3 hc looks too fmart, by a great
deal, for a married man. Pray, (,ouﬁn,
how did you get acquainted with him *

“ Pray, Mifs,” faid young Branghton,
in the fame breath, * what’s his bufinefs ?**

 Indeed I don’t know,” anfwered I.

Something very genteel, I dare fay,”
dded Mifs Branghton, *‘ becaufe he drefies
{o fine,”’

“ It ought to be fometl nng that brmf*s
in a good income,” faid Mr. Smith, for
I’'m fure he did not get that fu.it of cloaths
he had on, under hlrty or forty poundsg
for I know the price of cloaths pretty wellg
—pray, Ma’am, can you tell me what he has
a year ?”’

“ Don’t talk no more about him,* cried
Madame Duval, “ for I don’t like to hear
his name ; 1 be‘:m\. 1*9’5 one of the worft
perfons in the world ; for, though I never
did him no manner o[ harm, nor fo much
as hurt a hai® of his head, 1 know he was
Vou. II. G an
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an accomplice ‘with ‘that chow, Captain
Mirvan, to take away my life

Every body but m/{uf now. crowding
around her for an explanation, a wiolent
rapping at the ftreet-door was unhedrd and,
without any plCVlOUS notice, inthe mmﬁ of
her narration, Sir Clement Wil lloughby en-
tered the room. They allftarted, and “with
looks of ‘guilty confufion, as if thcy feared
his refentment for havmtr liftened to Ma-
dame Duval, they fcrambl led for chairs, and,
in 2 moment were all formally feated.

Sir Clement, after a general bow, fingling
out Madame Duval, faid, with his ufual
eafinefs, ““ I have done myfelf the honour of
waiting on you, Madam, to enquire if you
have m:v con ,ands to Howard Grove, whis
ther I am going to-morrow morning.”

The 1«:@1112 the ftorm that gathered in
her e} , before he allowed her time to an-
fwer, he “addreffed himfelf to me ; — “‘ And
if you, Madam, have any with which you
will honour me, I fhall be happy to execute
them.”

“ None at all, Sir

None | === not to Mifs Mirvan ! == no
meﬂ'aoe I no letter !—"

“ T wrote to Mifs Mirvan yeiterday by
the poﬁ ?

My application fthould have been ear-
lier, had I fooner known your addrefs.”

““ Ma
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“ Ma foi,” cried Madame Duval; . reco-
vering from her furprife, “ I believe never
nobody aw the like of this!”

“ Of what! Madam!” cried the un-

daunted Sir Clement, turning qma.c to-
wards her, ““ I hope no one ‘has offended
you !”

129

“ You don’t hope no fuch- a-thing!
cried fhe, half ¢ mdked with paffion, and
tifine from her chair. This motion was
followed by the’ reft, and, in a moment;
gvery body ftood up.

Srill Sir Clement was not abafhed ; af-

feing to make 2’ bow of acknowledgment
to the c mpzny in gene ral, he faid, *“ Praj
— I beg — Liadies, —=Ge "1Pm(*n, e pmy

don’t Tet me difturb you, pray keep your
feats.”

“ Pray, Sir,” faid Mifs Branghton, mov=
ing a chair towards him, “ won’t you fit
down yourfelf ?’

* You are extremely good, ’\i‘.’am (et

rather than make any difturbance—

And fo faying, this ftrange man feated
himfelf, as did, in an inftant, every body
elfe, even Madame Duval herfelf, who,
ovelpowuul by his boldnefs, ﬂunerl to0
full for utterance.

He then, and with as much compofure
as if he had been an expetted gueft, began
t0 difcourfe on the weather,==its uncers
G2 tainty,
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tainty,~the heat of the public-places ia
fammer,~——the emptinefs of the town,—and
other fuch common topics.

Nobody, however, anfwered him; Mr,
Smith feemed afraid, young Branghton
athamed, M. Du Bois amazed, Madame
Duval enraged, and myfelf determined not
to interfere. = All that he could obtain,
was the nortice of Mifs Branghton, whofe
nods, fmiles, and attention, had fome ap-
pearance of entering into converfation with
him.

At length, growing tired, I fuppofe, of
engaging cvery body’s eyes, and nobody’s
tongue, addrefling himfelf to Madame Du-
val and to me, he faid, “ I regard myfelf
as peculiarly unfortunate, Ladies, in hav-
ing fixed upon a time for my vifit to How-
ard Grove, when you are abfent from
i{.’i

* So I fuppofe, Sir, fo I fuppofe,” cried
Madame Duval, haftily rifing, and the
next moment as haftily feating herfelf,
“ yowll be a wanting of fomebody to make
your game of, and {o you may think to
get me there again ;—=but, I promife you,
Sir, you won’t find it fo eafy a matter to
make me a fool : and befides that,” raifing
her voice, * I’ve found you out, I affure
vou ; fo if ever you go to play your tricks
upon me again, I’ll make no more ado,
9 but
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but go di eﬁm to a juftice of peace; fo,
‘m, if you can’t think of nothing but mak-
ing pm)wl* ride about the country, at all
hours of the n‘er\f, juft for your diverfion,
whv you’ll find I know iomLJmh\.Ls, as
wel 1 as Juftice Tyrrel.”

Sir (,m*‘c..t was evidently embarraffed
at- this artack ; yet he affected a look of
furprife, and proL»{hd 1e did not under-
ftand her mc‘._\mg

¢ Well,” cried fhe, “ if I don’t wonder
where pc*(mh can get fuch 1mpd(hnce' if
youw'll fay that, you’ll fay any thing 3 how-
ever, if you fwear till you’re black in the
face, 1 fha’n’t believe you; for nobody
fha’n’t perfuade me out of my fenfes, that
I’'m refolved.”

“ Doubtlefs not, Madam,” anfwered he
with fome hefitation, *“ and I hope you do
not fulpe@ I ever had fuch an intention 3
my refpect for ynu—-’

“ O Sir, you're vaftly pohce all of a
fudden! but I know what it’s all for ;—
it’s only for what you can get l~—you could
treat me like nobody at Howard Grove—
but now you fee I've a houfe of my own,
youw've a mind to wheedle yourfelf into it
but I fees your defign, fo you need n’t
trouble youridt to take no more trouble
about that, for you fhall never get nothing
at my hou e,;~not fo much as a difh of

G 3 teas
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tea : == {0 'row, Sir, you fee I can play you
trick for trck.”

‘There wis fomething

] fo extremely grofs
wn this fpeech, that it even difconcerted Sir
€lement, who was too much confounded to
nake any anfwer.

[t was curious to cbferve the effeé which
his embarrifiment, added to the freedom

with which Madame Duval addrefied him,
had upon tie reft of the company : every

one, who, Lefore, feemed at a lofs how, or
if at all; to occupy a chair, now filled it
with the moft ealy compofure: and Mr.
Smith, whae countenance had exhibited
the moft ftrking pi€ture of mortified envy,
now began to recover his ufual expreflion
of fatisfied conceit. Young Branghtaon, too,
whe had betn apparently awed by the pre-
fence of fo fine a gentleman, was again
himfelf, rud: and familiar; while his mouth
was wide diftended into a broad grin, at
hearing bis aunt give the beau fuch a trim-
wIng.

Madame Duval, encouraged by this fuc-
cefs, looked around her with an air of tri-
umph, and continued her harangue: ““ And
fo, Sir, I fuppofe you thought to have had
it all your ewn way, and to have comed
here as often as. you pleafed, and to have
got me to Howard Grove again, on pur-
pole to have ferved me as you did before;
‘ but




but you {hal fee It
you may go and fi
in that manner, put';
and to make a fool of ; for as to me, if you
go o tell me your flories about the Power
o nth together, 'l neveribe-
lieve ’em no more; and I’ll promife you,
Sir, if you think I like fuch jokes; youw’ll ;
find I'm no {uch perfon.”

¢ 1 affure you, Ma'am;~upon my ho- {t
nour—I teally don’t comprehend=—I fancy “
there is fome mifunderftanding—"

“ What, I fuppofe you’ll tell me nexe
you don’t know nothing of the matter 48

¢ Not a word, upon my honour.”

O Sir Clement ! thought [, is it thus you
prize your honour ! :

 Pardi”” cried Madame Duval, ¢ this
is the moit provokingeft part of allt why
you-might as well tell me 1don’t know my
own name.’”

¢ Here is cérrainly fome miftake 5 for I
affure you, Ma’dm=="

“ Don’t affure me nothing,” cried Ma-
dame- Duval, raifing her voree, ““1 know
what I'm faying, and fo do you toos; for
did not you tell me atl that about the
Tower, and about M. Du Bois ?==why M.
Du Bois was n’t never there, nor nigh it,
and fo it was all your own invention.”

¢ May there not be two perfons of the

G 4 fame
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«

2}



TSIy o Y

10

7 o T T T 3
152 ESNE. L T INTA

my

fame name? the miftake was but naty-
ral,—"
(49

Don’t tell me of no miftake, for it
was all on purpofe; befides, did not you
come, all in a mafk, to the chariot-door,
and ‘help to get me put in that ditch P=—
I'll promife you, I’ve had the greateft mind
in the world to take the law of you ever
{ince, and if ever you do as much again, fo
1 will, I affure you!

Here Mifs Branghton tittered ; Mr. Smith
{miled contemptuouily, and young Brangh-
ton thruft his handkerchief into his mouth
to' ftop his laughter.

The fituation of Sir Clement, who faw
all that pafled, became now very awkward,
even to himfelf, and he ftammered very
much in faying, * Surely, Madam—{urely
you=you cannot do me the——the injuftice
to think==that I had any fhare in ‘the=the
—the misfortune which=—"

. Ma foi, Sir, icried Madame Duval,
with encreafing paffien, * you’d beft not
ftand talking to me at that rate; I know
1t was you,~—and if you ftay there, a pro-
voking me in fuch a manner, I’ll fend for a
conftable this minute,”

Young Branghton, at thefe words, in
fpite of all his efforts, burft into a loud
laugh ; nor could either his filter, or Mr,

Smith,
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Smith, though with more moderation, for-
bear joining in his mirth,
Sir Clement darted his eyes towards themy,

with looks of the moft angry contempt,
and then told Madame Duval, that . he

would not now detain her to make his vin
dication, but would wait on her fome time

when fhe was alone.
“ O pardi, Sir,” cried the, “ I don’t
defire none of your company ; and if yo
’ yot y 5 and 1T}
was n’t the moft boldeft perfon m the
world, you would not dare look me in the

face.”

The ha, ha, ha’s, and he, he, he’s, grew
nore and more uncontroulable, as if the
reftraint from which they had burft, had
added to their violence. Sir Clement could
no longer endure being the object who ex4
cited them, and, having no anfwer ready
for Madame Duval, he haftily ftalked to-
wards Mr. Smith and young Branghton,
and fternly demanded what they laughed

Struck by the air of importance which
he aflumed, and alarmed at the angry tone
of his voice, their merriment ceafed, as 1n-
frantancoufly as if it had been dire&ed by
clock work, and they ftared foolithly, now
at him, now at each other, without mak-
ing any anfwer but a fimple ““ Nothing,
Sir 1”?
G ;5 O pour
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“ O pour le coup,” cried Madame Duval,
this 1s too much! pray, Sir, what bufi-
nefs have you to come here, a ordering
people that comes to fee me? I fuppole
next, nobody muft laugh but yourfelf I”

“ With me, Madam,” faid Sir Clement,
bowing, “ a lady may do any thing, and,
confequently, there is no liberty in which
I {hall not be happy to indulge Jou :~but
it has never been my cuftom to give the
fame licence to gentlemen.’”

‘Then, advancing to me, who had fat
very quietly, on a window, during this
fcene, -he faid, * Mifs Anville, I may at
leaft acquaint our friends at Howard Grove,
that I had the honour of leaving you in
good health.” And then, lowering his
voice, he added, * For Heaven’s {ake, my
deareft creature, who are thefe people? and
hew came you fo ftrangely fituated 27

“ 1 beg my refpeits to all the family,
Sir,” anfwered I, aloud, *“and I hope you
will find them well,”

He looked at me reproachfully, butkiffed
my hand; and then, bowing to Madame
Duval and Mifs Branghton, pafled haftily by
the men, and made his exit,

I faacy he will not be Very eager to re-
peat his vifits, for I thould imagine he has
rarely, if ‘ever, been before in a fituation

fo awkward and difagreeable.

(¥4

Madame
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Madame Duval has been all fpirits and
exultation ever fince he went, and only
withes Captain Mirvan' would call, that the
might do the [ame by bim. Mr. Smith, upon
hearing that he was a Baronet, and feeing I
him drive off' in a very beautiful chariot,
declared that he would not have laughed
upon any account, had he known his rank,
and regretred extremely having miffed fuch
an appbr:unfty of making fo gentee/ an ac- il
guaintance.  Young Branghton vowed, that,
if he had known as much, he would have
afked for bis cuftom: and his fifter has fung his
_praifes ever fince, protefting the thought, 2/
along, he was a man of guality by his look.

LETT ER XV

Ewvelina in continaation.

June z1.

HE laft three evenings have paffed
tolerably quiet, for the Vauxhall ad-
ventures had given Madame Duval a ’i“ur-
feit of public places : home, however, foon
; growing tirefome, {he determined to mght,
: fhe faid, to-relieve her emnid, by fome
: amufement ; and it was therefore fettled
that we fbould call upon the Branghtons,
G 6 at
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at their houfe, and thence proceed to Ma-
rybone Gardens.

But, before we reached Snow-Hill, we
were caught in a fhower of rain: we hur
xied into the fhop, where the firft object I
faw was Mr. Macartney, with a book in
his hand, feated in the fame corner where 1
faw him laft; but his looks were ftill more
wretched than before, his face yet thinner,
and his eyes funk almoft hollow into his
head.  He lifted them up as we entered,
and I even thought that they emitted a
gleam of joy: involuntarily, I made to
him my fitlt courtefie; he rofe and bowed,
With a precipitation that manifefted furprife
and confufion.

In_a few minutes, we were joined by all
the family, except Mr. Smith, who for-
tunately was engaged.

Had all the future profperity of our lives
dependend upon the good or bad weather of
this evening, it could not have been treated
as.a {ubjett of greater importance. “ Sure
neverany thing was fo unlucky !—" “ Lord,
how provoking |— “ [ might rain for
ever, if it would hold up now !'—"" Thefe,
and fuch expreflions, with many anxious
obfervations upon the kennels, filled up
all the converfation till the fhower was
over.

And then a very warm debate arofe,
whether
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whether we thould purfue our plan, or de-
fer it to fome finer evening ; Mifs Brangh-
tons were for the former ; their father was
fure it would rain again; Madame Duval,
though fhe detefted returning home, ' yet
dreaded the dampnefs of the gardens,

M. Du Bois then propofed going to the
top of the houfe, to examine whether the
clouds looked threatening or peaceable s
Mifs Branghton, ftarting at this propofal
faid they might go to Mr. Macartney’
room, if they would, but not to her’s.

This was enough for the brother ; whoy
with a loud laugh, declared he would have
fome fun, and immediately led the way,
calling to us all to follow. His fifters both
ran after him, but no one elfe moved.

In a few minutes, young Branghton,
coming half way down ftairs, called
out, * Lord, why don’t you all come?
why here’s Poll’s  things all about the
room !”

Mr. Branghton then went, and Madame
Duval, who cannot bear to be excluded
from whatever is going forward, was hand-
ed up ftairs by M. Du Bois.

I hefitated a few moments whether or
not to join them; but, foon perceiving
that Mr. Macartney had dropped his book,
and that I engroffed his whole attention, I

. prepared,

s
S
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prepared, from mere embarrafiment; to fols
low them.

As I went, T heard him move from his
chair, and walk flowly after.me. Believing
that he wifthed to fpeak to ‘me, and ears
neftly defiring myfelf to know if, by your
means, I could poflibly be of any fervice
to him, I firft lackened my pace, and then
4

rurned back,  But, though I thus met him
half-way, he feemed to want courage or re-
folution to addrefs me; for when he faw
me returning, wi

a look extremely difs
ordered, he i 1

1 haftily from me,
Not knowing whar I ought to do, I went

to the ftreet-door

r, where 1 ftood fome time,
hoping he would be able to recover him-
felt : but, on the contrary, his agitation
encreafed every moment; he walked up and
down the room, in a quick, but unfteady
pace, feeming equally diftreffed and irrefos
lute : and, at length, with a deep figh, he
flung himfelf into a chair.

I was fo much affected by the a pearance
of fuch extreme anguifh, that I could re-
main no longer in the rooms I therefore
glided by him, and went up ftairs  but, ere
% had gone five fteps, he precipitately fol-
lowed me, and, in a broken voice, called
out, * Madam !=—for Heaven’s fake—?

He ftopped, but I inftantly defcended,

5 reftraining,

1§
will
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reftraining, as well as I was able, the full-
nefs of my own concern. I waited fome
time, in painful expettation, for his {peak-
ing : all that 1 had heard of his poverty,
occuring to me, I was upon the point of
prcientm(r him my purfe, but the fear of
miftaking or offending him, deterred me,
Finding, however, that he continued fil mt,
I ventured to fay, “ Did you—Sir, wifh
to {peak to me?”’

“ 1 did!” cried he, with quicknefs,

but now—1I cannot I’

Perhaps, Sir, another time,—perhaps
if you recollect yourfelf—"

“ Another time I repeated he mourn-
fully, *“ alas! I look not forward but to
mifery and defpair 1’

“ O Sir,” cried I, extremely fhocked,
‘,m muft not talk thus !—if you for-
ake )mz{,ﬁf, 1()‘V can you ex}w&——— 58
I ftopped. “* Tell me, tell me,” cried
he, with eagernefs, who you are?—
whence you come ?=—and by what ftrange
means you feem to be arbitrefs and ruler of
thc dd’ury of fuch a wretch as 4 am ; 242

¢ Would to Heaven,” cried I, ““I could
ferve you!”

“ You can!”

¢ And how ? pray tell me how ?”

“ To tell you—is death to me! yet I
will tell you,~=I have a right to your affift.
ance,

(13
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ance,==you have deprived me of the only re-
fource to which I could apply,—and there-
fore—*

* Pray, pray, fpeak;
my hand into my pocket,
down ftairs in'a moment !’

“ 1 will, Madam.—Can you—will you
—I think you will '—may I then—’ he
ftopped and paufed, “ fay, will YOUm——?
then fuddenly turning from me, * Great

£60

2

c‘£1ec‘i 1, putting
they will be

Heaven ! I cannot {peak !”” and he went
back to the thop.

I now put my purfe in my hand, and fol-
lowing him, faid, * If indeed, Sir, T can
afift you, why thould you deny me fo great
a fatisfattion ? Will you permit me to—"*

I dared not go on; but with a counte-
nance very much foftened, he approached
me, and faid, *° Your voice, Madam,. is
the voice of compaffion !—fuch a voice as
thefe ears have long been ftrangers to !

Juft then, young Branghton called out
vehemently to me, to come up ftairs; I
feized the opportunity of haftening away :
and therefore faying, *“° Heaven, Sir, pro-
tect and comfort you!— I let fall my

purfe upon the ground, not daring to pre-
fent it to him, and ran up ftairs with the
utmoft {wiftnefs.

Too well do I know you, my ever ho-
noured Sir, to fear your difpleafure for this

attion :
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fion: T mutt, however, affure you I fhall
need no freth fupply during my ftay in
town, as I am at little expence, and hope i
foon to return to Howard Grove. o
Soon, did I fay ! when not a fortnight is ‘
yet.expired, of the long and tedious month
i I muft linger out here !
I had many witticifms to endure from ;

the Branghtons, upon account of my ftay-

¢

ing fo long with the Scorch mope, as they i
call him; but.I attended to them. very |

little, for my whole heart was filled with
pity and concern. I was very glad to find
the Marybone{cheme was deferred, another
thower of rain having put.a {top to the
diffention upon this fubject 3 thereft of the
evening was employed in moft violent quar-
relling between Mifs Polly and her brother,
on account of the difcovery made, by the
latter, of the ftate of her apartment.

We came home early ; and I have ftolen
d from Madame Duval and M. Du Bots,
' who is here for ever, to write to my belt
friend.

I am moft fincerely rejoiced that this op-
portunity has offered for my contributing
what little relief was in. my power, to this
unhappy man; and I hope it will be fufli-
Gient to enable him to pay his debts to this
pitilefs family. |

LETTER
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My. Villars to Evelina,

“%"} [SPLEASURE? my Evelina hlyou
,}LJ' have ‘but déne your duty';

but thewn that humanity w
Thould bluth to own miy chi

17
Yy

2
hout which I
Id. ' It is mine,

. fom
however, to'fee that your generofity be ‘not o
reprefled by your fuffering from induloing iy
. 5 O o

it 3 I'remit to you, the re, not’'metely
a token ‘of my approbation,  but an ac+

knowledgement of iy defire to participate ‘;L;
m your Charity. B
; QO my child, were my fortune equal to %N
my ‘confidence in thy benevolence, ‘with .
4 what ‘tranfport fhould T, through thy ‘Db
means,  devote it to the relief of Tndioent 21
' virtde ¥ yet let us not repine at the Frtiira- A
II i tion of our power, for, while our bounty il
ﬁ 1s proportioned to our ability, ‘the differ- :T]
iae | ence of the greater or lefs donation; ‘can R
I | cigh but tittle in the feale of jufkice. i
i weigh bt e e of juftice i
- In reading your account of the mifguided b
, man, whofe mifery has fo largely excited i
your compaffion, I am led to apprehend, “;
g that his unhappy ficuation is lefs the effect i
b il of misfortune, than of mifcondu&®. If he A

: ; 15 reduced to that ftate ofpovcrty repre-

Y

fented




L
fented by the Branghtons,. he fhould endea-
vour by altivity and induftry: to retrieve
his affairs; and not pafs his time in idle
reading in the very thop of his ereditor,

The piftol fcene made me fhudder : the
courage with which you purfued this def-
perate man, at once delighted and terrified
me. Be ever thus, my deareft Ewvelina,
dauntlefs in the caufe of, diftrefs! let ne
weak fears, no timid doubts, deter you
from the exertion of your duty, according
to the fulleft fenfe of it that Nature has
implanted in your mind. ‘Though gentle-
nefs and modefty are the peculiar attributes
of your fex, yet fortitude and firmnefs,
when occafion demands them, are virtues
as noble and as becoming in women 28, in
men : the right line of conduct is the {ame
for both fexes, though the manner. in which
it is purfued, may fomewhat vary, and be
accommodated to the ftrength or weaknefs
of the different travellers.

There is, however, fomething fo myfte-
rious in all you have yet feen or heard of
this wretched man, that I am unwilling to
ftamp a bad impreflion of his character,
upon fo flight and partial a knowledge of
it. Where any thing is doubtful, the ties
of fociety, and the laws of humanity, claim

a favourable interpretation; but remember,
my
&
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my dear child, that thofe of difcretion have
an equal claim to your uf»)xr(i

As to Sir Clement Willough by, I know
not how to ex ,)1d> my indignation at his
conduct. Infolence fo infufferable, and the
mimplication of fufpicions fo fhe cking, irri-
ate me to a degree of wrath, which I | wardly

¥
thought my almoft worn. out paffions were ‘Ih
cupablc of again exper ;Lnuro You muft k
converfe with him no more; he imagines, el

from the pliability of your te'nper that h(:
may offend you with i 1mpumtf, but his be-
haviour juftifies, nay, calls for, your avow-
ed I'Ffennnent do not, therefore, hefitate
in forbidding him your fight.
The anghtons M, Smith, and youn

. Brown, however ill-bred and difagreeable,
1 are ob]e&s too contemptible for ferious dlf- lm,
pleafure: yet I grieve much that my Evelina Mot
fhould be expofcu to their rudenefs and im-
‘ pertinence,

The very day that this tedious month
expires, I thall fend Mrs. Clinton to town,
who will accompany ywu to Howard Grove.
Your ftay there will, I hope, be thort, for
I feel daily an encxeaﬁnu lmpmcnce to

& T
: fold my beloved child to my bofom ! fito:
.';'( ARTHUR VILLARS. i

o

LETTER
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Evelina to the Rev., Mr. Villar

e
7 o P

~

Holborn, June 27th,
Have juft received, my deareft Sir, your
kind prefent, and ftill kinder letter. ,
Surely never had orphan fo little to regret as {
your grateful Evelina! Though motherlefs, "
though worfe than fatherlefs, bereft from
infancy of the two firft and greateft blef-
fings of life, never has fhe had caufe to
deplore their Jofs; never has fhe felt the
omiffion of a parent’s tendernefs, care, or
indulgence ; never, but from forrow for
them, had reafon to grieve at the feparation !
Moft thankfully do I receive the token of i
your approbation, and moft ftudioufly will
I endeavour fo to difpofe of it, as may
merit your generous confidence in my con-
duct.
Your doubts concerning Mr. Macartney
give me fome uneafinefs. Indeed, Sir, he
has not the appearance of a man whofe
forrows are the effect of guilt. But I hope,
before I leave town, to be better acquaint-

sz ed with his fituation, apd enabled, with
more certainty of his wortl, to recommend
TR him to your favour.

Iam
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I am very willing to relinquifh all ac-
quaintance with Sir Clement ‘v.‘."i}IOLlr:)llby,
as far as 1t may depend upon myfelf fo to
do; but indeed, I know not how I fhould
be ableto abfolutely fordid him my Jight.

Mifs Mirvan, in her laft letter, informs
me that he is now at How drd Grove,
where he continues in high favour WJtI
the Captain, and'is the life and fpirit of the
hou My time, ﬁi‘c I wrote laft, has
very qui ietly ; Madame Duval having
home by a'bad cold, and the
by bad weather. The young

s called two or-three times,
-,-,i'; behaviour, though equally abfurd,
IS mMOre unace L‘nmbit* than ever : he [peaks
very 1[(’1*, takes hardly any notice of Ma-
dame ‘uvm, and never looks at me, with-
out a broad grin. Sometimes he approaches
as if with intention ‘to communicate

Mg

gence: of Impov ance, ‘and the 1, fud-

>

ly ftopping fhort, la (hs rudely in-m
PP!

(W
pe-g

"

O how happy fhall I be, when the wor-
thy Mrs. Clinton arrives !

July 2gth,

Yeflerday morning, Mr. Smith called, to
acquaint us that thc Hampi’twd aﬁlmb]y
was to be held that evening 3 and’ then he

prefented Madame Duval‘ with one ticker,
and
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aiid brought another to me. I thinked
him for his intende d civility, but told him
F'was furprifed he had fo K‘on forootten my
havmg already decl P"d going to the ball.

¢ Lord, Ma’am,” criec I he, * how fhould
I fuppofe you was in earneft ? come, come,
don’t be crofs; here’s your Grandmama
ready: to take care of you, fo you can have
no fair objection, for the’ll hL that I don’t
ran away with you. Befides, Ma’am, I
(rot the tickets on pu; poiw

¢ If you were determined, Sir,” faid I,

“inma 1;imr me this offer, to all ov' me no
choice of refufal or acceptance, I muft
think myfelf lefs obliged to your intention,
than I was w illing to “do.

“ Dear Ma’ sm,” cried he, “ yow’re fo
{mart, there is no [peaking to y '1~-—indced,
you -are monitrous fmar ‘f, M am! but
come, your Grandmama fha ‘{k you, and
then I know you’ll not oct ruel.”

Madame Duval was very ready to inter-
fere ; the defired me to make no further
opooﬁnon faid fhe fhould go herfelf, and
infifted upon my 1caompanym her. I
was in vain that I remonﬁrated I only
incurred her anger, and Mr. Smi th having

given both the mkcts to Madame Duval,
with an air of triumph, faid he thould call
early in the evening, and took leave.
I was much chagrmcd at being thus coms=

pelled

i
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pc,.cd to owe even the thadow of an oblis
gation to fo 1\1\ rard ‘a young maa ; burl
determined th Lnnommwihoul prevail upon
me to dance with him, however my refufal
might give offence.

In the afte rnoon, when h: returned, it
was evident that he purpofed 1o both charm
and aftonith me by his appearance ; he was

dreffed in a very fthowy mamer, but with-
out any tafte, and the’ melehant {martnefs
1is air and deportment, his vifible ftrug-
againft (duuuon, to put on the fing
gentle .um, added to his frequent con-
fcious glances at a drefs to which he was
b 11mc mcmhomcd very cffectually de-
royed his aim of ﬁng:riﬂg, and rendered
all his efforts ufelefs.
During tea, entered Mifs Branghton and
her brother, I was forry t» obferve the
confternation of the former, vhen fhe per-
ceived Mr. Smith. I had inteaded applying
to her for advice upon this occafion, but
been always deterred by her difagreeable
abruptnefs. Having caft her eyes feveral
times from Mr. Smith to m e, with manifeft
difpleafure, fthe feated herfelf ullenly in the
window, fcarcc anfwering Madame Duval’s
enquiries, and when I 1PleCtO her, turn-
ing abfolutely away from me.

Mr. Smith delighted at ths mark of his
importance, fat mdolently quiet on his

chair,

\"
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chair, en ’UVGU ring by his looks rather to
dliplav, than to umgeal his inward fatif
faction.

“G od gracious !” cried young Brangh-
ton, wm, you’re :zII as fine as ﬁve-pencc'
Whv where are you going ?*

“ To the Hampftead ball,” anfwered
Mr Sm th.

‘Toa ball!” criec % he ¢ Why, what,
13 Au)t going to a ball ? rla ha, ha 1
Yﬁs to be fus a,” cried I\/Iadlme Du-
val; “I don’t know nothing need hinder

na ??
iC,

“And pray, Aunt, will you dance
ooP”

Pcf“"ps I may; but I fuppofe, Sir,
that’s none of your bu finefs, whether I do
or not,”

=1, or'd! well, T thould like to go! I
fhou Iu like to fez Ay

But the joke is, I «
evex a partner.”

*You’re the moft rudeft boy ever I fee,”
cried Madame Duval, angrily : ““ but, [
promife you, I’ll tell your father what you
fay, for I've no rotion of fuch vulgarnefs.”

“ Vhy, L ord, Aunt, what are you fo
angry for ? there’s no pcakm(v a word, but
you fly into a paffion : you’re as bz.d

Biddy or Poll for that, for you’re always

a {colding.”

Vor. II H “I de-

e

nt .m.u’, of'all t ll‘i]UG !
on’t believe fhe’ll cet
L
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1 defire, Tom,” cried Mifs Brangh-
ton, “you'd fpeak for yourfelf, and not
make fo free with my name.”

“ There, now, the’s up ! there’s nothing
but quarrelling with the women : it's my
belief they like it betier than victuals and
drink.”

“ Fie, Tom,” criec Mr. Smith, ¢ you
never remember your manners before the
{adies : I’m fure you never heardme fpeak
{o rude to them.”

“ Why, Lord, yo« are a beau; but
that’s nothing to me. S0, if you've a
mind, you may be {o polite as to dance
with Aunt yourfelf.” Then, with a loud
laugh, he declared it would be good fun 10
fee them.

“T,et it be never fo good, or never

fo ‘bad,” cried Madame Duval, “ you
won’t fee nothing of it, I promife yous; 'y
fo pray don’t let me bear no more of fuch 4,
vulgar pieces of fun; for, 1 affure yoU, ‘lfg
i don’t like it. And as to my dancing ), |
with Mr. Smith, you may {ee wonder- j”
fuller things than that any day in the
week.”

“ Why, as to thar, Ma’am,” faid Mr. o
Smith, looking much {furprifed, “] al "To‘;.
ways thought you intended to play & ~;,",rff:
cards, and fo I thought to dance with the H'
young lady.” !

1 gladly



B VE L EN-A 171

I gladly feized thi; opportunity to make
my declaration, that I fhould not dance
at.all.

truly, when people go to b:

“I with the may’»’t,” faid the brother
 caufe then Mr. Snith will, have nobody
but Aunt for a partrer, Lord, how mad
he’ll be !”

“0, as to that,” faid Mr. Smith, *“I
don’c at all fear prevailing with the young
lady, if once I get he: to the room.”

“ Indeed, Sir,” cried I, much offended
by his conceit, “yoa are miftaken ; and
therefore I beg leave to undeceive you, as
you may be affured ny refolution will not
alter.”

*“ Then pray, Mifs, if it is not imper-
tinent,” cried Mifs Branghton, {neeringly,
~“what do you go for?”

R Merely and {olel7,” anf “:red I, “to
comply with the requeft of Madame Du-
val.”

*“ Mifs,” cried youg 3ranghton, * Bid
only withes it was fhe, for fhe has caft a
fheep’s-cye at Mr. Smth this long while.”

“Tom,” cried the fifter, rifing, ‘‘I’ve
the greateft mind in the world to box your

cars | Flow dare you fay fuch a thing of
me

¢

H2 “No,

i
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“No, hang it, Tom, no, that’s wrong,’
faid Mr. Smith im\t\lmﬂ ““ it is indeed,
to tell the I .V’\ {ecrets.— But never mind
}.n Mifs ' Biddy, for 1 won’t believe

know Bid would give her
ears to on,” returned the bmthtr, “but
only Mr. Smith likes Mifs beft,—fo does
c\'uv body: elfe.

While the fifter gave him a very angry
anfwer, Mr. Smith faid to me, in a low
yoice, * Why now, Ma’ao, how can you
be fo cruel as to be fo much handfomer
than your coufins ? T\l)body can look at
them: when you are by.”

* Mifs, > cried young Br mﬂht@n, “ what-
ever l‘“i 2ys to you, don’t mind him, for
he means no good ; I 1l give you my word
for it, he’ll never marry you, for he has
told me again and wgan he’ll never marry
as long as s he lives ; bcfides, if he’d any
mind to be married, therc s B]d would have
had him long ago, and thanked him too. i

¢ Come, come, Tom, don’t tell fecrets;
you’ll make L ladies afraid of me : but, 1
zffure you,’ lu\\u*liug his Voicc' “if 3 did
marry, it thould be your coufin.’

SLC,./// be I—did you ever, my dear Sif,
hear fuch unauthorifed freedom 2 T ]o')kcJ
at him’ wich a contempt 1 did not wilh

1o

¢ dnd

i “h
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to reprefs, and walked to the o
the room.

Very foon after, Mr. Smiith fent for
hackney-coach. When I would have
leave of Mifs Brangl

¥73

ther end of

a

taken

‘ » {he turned angrily
from me, without making any anfwer, She
fuppofes, perhaps,  that I have rather
fought, than endeavoured to avoid, the
notice and civilities of this conceited young
man.

The ball was at the long room at Hamp-
ftead.

This room feems very well nam d, for I
believe it would be difficult to find any
other epithet which might, with propriety,
ditinguith it, as it is wichout ornament,
elegance, or any fort of fingularity, and
merely to be marked by its length.

I was faved from the importunities of
Mr. Smith, the beginning - of the evening,
by Madame Duval’s declaring her intention
todance the two firlt dances with him her-
felf. . Mr. Smith’s chagrin was VEry evi-
dent, bur as fhe paid no regard to it, he
Was neceffitated to lead her out.

I was, however, by no means pleafed,
when fhe faid the was determined to dance
a minuet.  Indeed, I was quite aftonithed,
ot ‘having had the leaft idea fhe would

ve confented to, much lefs propofed,
tuch an exhibition of her perfon. ~She had

H 3 fom
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fome trouble to make her intentions knows,
as Mir. Smith was rather averfe to fpeaking
to the Mafter of the ceremonies.

During this minuet, how much did I re-
joice in being furrounded only with ftran-
gers | She danced in a ftyle fo uncom-
mon ; her age, her fthowy drefs, and an
unufual quantity of rouge, drew upon her
the eyes, and, 1 fear, the derifion of the
whole company. Who fhe danced with, I
know not ; but Mr. Smith was fo ill-bred
as to laugh at her very openly, and to fpeak
of her with as much ridicule as was in
his power. But I'would neither look at,
nor liften to him 3 nor would I fuffer him
to proceed with a fpeech which he began,
expreflive of his vexation at being forced to
dance with her. I told him, very gravely,
that complaints upon fuch a fubject might,
with lefs impropriety, be made to every
perfon in the room, than to me.

When fhe returned to us, fhe diftrefled
me very much, by afking what 1 thought
of her minuet, I fpoke as civilly as ]
could, but the coldnels of my compliment
evidently difappointed her. She then called
upon Mr. Smith to fecure a good place
among the country-dancers ; and away they
went, though not before he had taken the
Jiberty to fay to me in a low voice, “1
proteft to you, Ma'am, I fhall be quite out

of



of countenance, if any of my acquaintance
fiould fee me dancing with the old lady I”*

For a few moments I very much .e}() ced
at being relieved from this uoub efome
man ; but fearce had I time to congratus
late m}fc f, before I was accofted Ly ano-
ther, who begged the favour of bopping a dance
with me.

I told him that I thould not dance atall 3
but he thought proper to importune me,
very f.ePly not to be fo cruel; and I was
obliged to affume no little hallghtlnc,is be-
fore I could fatisfy him I was ferious.

After this, I was addrefled, much in the
fame manner, by feveral other young men;,
of whom the appearance and lpncruuc'
were equally inclegant and low- bred :
that I foon found my fituation was bota
difagreeable and improper; fince, as I
was quite alone, I fear I muft feem ra.
ther to invite, than to forbid, the offers
and notice I received. And yet, fo great
was my apprehenfion at this interpretation,
that I am fure, my dear Sir, you would
have laughed had you feen how proudly
grave I appeared.

I knew not whether to be glad or forry,
when Madame Duval and Mr. Smith re-
turned. The latter inftantly renewed his
tirefome entreaties, and Madame Duval
faid fhe would go to the card-table: and
S & as
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as foon as the was accommo odated, ‘fhe de-
fired us to join the dancers.

I will not trouble you with the argu-
ments which followed. Mr. Smith teazed
me till T was weary of ref: 1«‘;u, and I
fhould at laft have been obliged to fubmit,
had I not fortunately x'ccol‘:gud the affair of
Mr. Lovel, and told my perfecuter, thatit
was impoflible I fhould dance with him,
even if 1 withed 1t, as I had refufed feveral
perfons in his abfence.

He was not contented with being ex-
3 |

G e

tremely chagrined, ‘but took the liberty,
openly and warmly, to ex \.ohulate with me
upon not havi i I was eng; ‘gp'i

" The total d V/:Lb which, involun-

mrily 1h ard him, made him foon change
he fubjet.  In truth; I had no power to
at(end to Lun for m] my thoughts were
occupied in re-tracing the tranfactions of the
two former balls at which I-had been pre-
fent. The party—the converfation—the
company—O how great the contraft!

In a thort time, however, he contrived
to draw my attention to himfel If, by his
extreme impertinence ; for he chofe to ex-
prefs what he called his admiration of me,
in terms fo open and familiar, that he
forced me to exprefs my difpleafure with
equal plainnefs.

But how was I furprifed, when I found
he



he had the temerity=-what elfe can I call
It ~t0 impute my refentment to doubts
of his honour; for he faid, ““ My dear
Ma’am, you muft be a little patient ; [
aflure you I' have no bad defigns, -1 have
Dot upon my word ; but, really, there js
no; refolving upon fuch a thing as matri-
mony all at once ;; what with the lofs of
one’s liberty, and what with the ridicule
of all one’s acquaintance,—1I affure you,
Ma’am, you are the firit lady who ever
made me even demur upon this fubject s
for, after all, my dear Ma’am, marriage is
the devil !’

“ Your opinion, Sir,” anfwered I, * of
either, the married or the fingle life, can
be of no manner of confequence to me,
and therefore. I would by no means trouble
you to difeufs their different merits,”

Why, really, Ma’am, as to your be-
ing a little out of forts, I muft own I can’t
wonder at it, for, to be,fure, marriage is
all .in: all* with the ladiesy but with us
gentlemen it’s quite another thing ! Now
only put yourfelf in my place,~fuppofe
you had fuch a large acquaintance of gen-
tlemen as I have,~—and that you had al-
ways been ufed to appear a little—a little
imart among them,—why now, how fhould
you like to let yourfelf down all at once
nto a married man ?”

H ;5 I could
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I could not tell what to anfwer fo much
conceit, and fo much ignorance, both afto-
nifthed and filenced me.

“ 1 affure you, Ma’am,” added he,
¢ there is not only Mifs Biddy,—though
1 thould have fcorned to mention her, if
her brother had not blab’d, for Pm quite
particular in' keeping ladies fecrets,—but
there are a great many other ladies that
have been propofed to me,—but I never
thought twice of any of them,—that is, not
in a ferious way,—fo you may very well be
proud,” offering to take my hand,  for I

affure you, there is nobody fo likely to
catch me at laft as yourfelf.”

“ Sir,” cried I, drawing myfelf back as
haughtily as 1 could, * yeu are totally
miftaken, if you imagine you have given
me any pride I felt not before, by this con-
ver{ation ; on the contrary, you muft allow
me to tell you, 1find it too humiliating to
bear with it any longer.”

I then placed mylelf behind the chair of
Madame Duval 3 who, when fhe heard of
the partners I had refufed, pitied my igno-
rance of the world, but no longer infifted
wpon my dancing.

Indeed, the extreme vanity of this man
makes me exert a fpirit which I did not, till
now, know that I poffefied : but I cannot

endure
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endure that he fhould think me at his dif-
pofal.

The reft of the evening paffed very
quietly, as Mr. Smith did not again
attempt {peaking to me ; except, indeed,
after we had left the room, and while Ma-
dame Duval was feating herfelf in the
coach, he faid, in a voice of pigue, “ Next
time I take the trouble to get any tickets
for a young lady, I'll make a bargain be-
forehand that fhe fha’n’t turn me over to
her grandmother.”

We came home very fafe; and thus
ended this fo long projeéted, and moft dif-
agreeable affair.

LET T ER XX
Evelina in continuation.

II—IAVE juft received a moft affelting
letter from Mr. Macartney. I will in-
clofe it, my dear Sir, for your perufal.
More than ever have I caufe to rejoice that k
was able to affift him.
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Mr. Macartney to Mifs: Anville.

Madam,

MPRESSED with the deepeft, the

moft heart-felt fenfe of the exalted hu-
manity with whith you have refcued from
deftruttion an unhappy ftranger, allow me,
with'the humbleft gratitude, to offer you
my fervent acknowledgements, and to im-
plore your pardon for the terror 1 have
caufed you.

You bid me, Madam, live: I have now,
indeed, a motive for life, fince I fhould
not willingly quit the world, while I with-
hold from the needy and diftreffed any fhare
of that charity which a difpofition fo noble
would, otherwife, beftow upon them.

The benevolence with which you have
interefted yourfelf in my affairs, induces
me to fuppofe you would wifh to be ac-
quainted with the caufe of that defperation
from which you fnatched me, and the pat-
ticulars of that mifery of which you have
fo wonderfully, been a witnefs. Yet, as
this explanation will require that I fhould
divulge fecrets of a nature the moft deli-
cate, I muft entreat you to regard them as
facred, even though I forbear to mention
the names of the parties conceraed.

I was
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I was brought up in Scotland, though
my mother, who had the fole care of me,
was an Englithwoman, and had not one
relation in that country. She devoted to
me her whole time. The retirement in
which we lived, and the diftance from our
natural friends, fhe often told me- were
the effect of an unconquetable melancholy
with which fhe was feized, upon the fud-
den lofs of my father, fome time before J
was born.

At Aberdeen, where I finifhed my edu-
cation, I formed a friendfhip with a young
man of fortune, which I confidered as the
chief happinefs of my life ;—but, when he
quitted -his ftudies, I confidered it as my
chief misfortune, for he immediately pre-
pared, by direction of his friends, to make
the tour of Furope. As I was deligned
for the church, and had no profpect even
of maintenance but from my own induftry,
I fcarce dared permit even a wifh of ac-
companying ‘him. It is true, he would
joyfully have borne my expences; but my
affection was as free from meannefs as. his
own, and I made a determination the moft
folemn, never to leffen its dignity, by fubs:
mitting to pecuniary obligations.

We correfponded with great regularity,
and the moft unbounded confidence, for
the {pace of two years; when he arrived at
Lyons in his way home. He wrote me,
thence,
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thence, the moft prefling invitation to meet
him at Paris, where he intended to remain
fome time. My defire to comply with
his requeft, and fhorten our abfence, was
fo earneft, that my mother, too indulgent
to controul me, lent me what affiftance was
in her power, and, in an ill-fated moment,
I fet out for that capirtal.

My meeting with this dear friend was the
happieft event of my life : he introduced
me to all his acquaintance ; and fo quickly
did time feem to pafs at that delightful pe-
siod, that the fix weeks I had allotted for
my ftay were gone, ere I was fenfible I had
miffed fo many days. But I muft now
own, that the company of my friend
was not the fole fubje& of my felicity : I
became acquainted with a young. lady,
daughter of an Englithman of diftinétion,
with whom I formed an attachment which I
have a theufand times vowed, a thoufand
times fincerely thought would be lafting as
my life. She had but juft quitted a con-
vent, in which fhe had been placed when a
child, and though Englifh by birth, fhe
could fcarcely {peak her native language.
Her perfon and difpofition were equatfly
engaging ; but chiefly I adored her for the
greatnefs of the expectations which, for
my fake the was willing to refign.

When the time for my refidence in Paris
expired, I was almoft diftrated at the idf.':;
0
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of quitting her; yet 1 had not the courage
to make our attacliment known to her fa-
ther, who might reafonably form for her
fuch views as would make him reject, with
a contempt which I could not bear to think
of, fuch an offer as mine. Yet I had free
aceefs to the houfe, where the feemed to be
left almoft wholly to the guidance of an old
fervant, who was my faft friend.

But, to be brief, the fudden and wunex-
pected return of her father, one fatal after-
noon, proved the beginning of the mifery
which -has ever fince devoured me. ¥
doubt not but he had liftened to our cons
verfation, for he darted into the room with
the rage of a madman. Heavens ! what a
fcene  followed !—what abufive language
did the fhame of a clandeftine affair, and
the confcioufnefs of acting ill, induce me
to brook ! At length, however, his fury
exceeded my patierice,—he called me a
beggarly, cowardly Scotchman. Fired at
the words, - } drew my fword; he; with
equal alertnefs, drew his; for he was not
an old man, but, on the contrary, ftrong
and able as myfelf. In vain his daughter
pleaded ; — in vain did I, repentant of my
anger, retreat = his reproaches continued
mylelf, my country, were loaded with in-
famy, till, no longer conftraining my rage,
~we fought,—and he fell } ~

£
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At that moment I could almoft have de-
ftroyed myfelf! ~The. young lady fainted
with terror; the old fervant, drawn to us
by the' noife of the fcuffle, entreated me to
efeape; and promiled-to bring intelligence
of whatifhould pafs to my apartment. The
difturbance which 1 heard raifed in the houfe
obliged me to comply, and,.in -a ftate of
mind inconceivably wretched, I tore myfelf
away.

My friend, who I found at home, foon
difcovered the whole affair, : It was near
midnight jbefore the woman  came. She
told me that her mafter was living, and heg
young miftrefs reftored to her fenfes., The
abfolute neceflity for, my leaving  Paris,
while -any danger remained, was forcibly
urged by my friend : the fervant promifed
to acquaint him of whatever pafled, and
he to tranfmit to me her informatione
Thus circumitanced, with the affiftance of
this dear friend, I effeted my departure
from Paris, and, not long after, I returned
to Scotland. 1 would fain have ftopped
by the way, -that I might have been nearer
the {cene of all my concerns, but the low
{tate of my finances denied me that fatif-
fattion.

The miferable fituation of my mind was
foon difcovered by my mother; nor would
the reft till I communicated the caufe. She
heard
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heard my whole ftory with an 2gitation
which aftonithed me ; — the name of the
parties concerned, feemed to ftrike her
wityh horror ;-——bu} when I faid, 77 fough,
and bke fell; — *“ My fon,” cried fhe, “ you
have then murdered your father 1” and fhe
funk breathlefs at my  feet, Comments,
Madam, upon fuch a {cene as this, would
to you be fuperfluous, and to me agoniz-
ing : I cannot, for both our fakes, be too
concife. - When the recovered, (he confefied
all the particulars of a tale which fhe had
hoped never to have revealed.—Alas! the
lofs the had fuftained of my father was not
by death ! — bound to her by no ties ‘but
thofe of honour, he had voluntarily de-
ferted her | — Her fettling in Scotland was
not the effe&t of choice,—fhe was banifhed
thither by a family but too juftly incenfed;
==pardon, Madam, that I cannot be more
explicit ! !

My fenfes, in the greatnefs of my mifery,
actually forfook me, and for more than a
week I was wholly delirious, My unfor-
tunate mother was yet more to be pitied,
for the pined with unmitigated forrow, eter-
nally reproaching herfelf for the danger to
which her too ftri@ filence had expoted me,
When I recovered my reafon, my impa-
tience to hear from Paris almoft deprived
me of it again; and though the length of

- time
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cime 1 waited for letters might juftly be at-
eributed to contrary winds, I could not
bear the delay, and was twenty times upon
the point of returning thither at all hazards.
At length, however, feveral letters arrived
at once, and from the molft infupportable
of my afflitions I was then relieved, for
they acquainted me that the horrors of par-
ricide were not in referve for me. They
informed me alfo, that as foon as the
wound was healed, a journey would be
made to England, where my unhappy fifter
was to be received by an aunt with whom
fhe was to live.

This intelligence fomewhat quieted the
violence of my forrows. I inftantly formed
a plan of meeting them in London, and, by
revealing the whole dreadful {tory, convinc-
ing this irritated parent that he had nothing
more to apprehend from his daughter’s un-
fortunate choice. My mother confented,
and gave me a letter to prove the truth of
my affertions. As I could but i1l afford to
make this journey, I travelled in the cheap-
elt way that was poflible. I took an ob-
fcure lodging, I need not, Madam, tell you
where,—and boarded with the people of
the houfe.

Here I languithed, week after week,
vainly hoping for the arrival of my family 5
but my impetuofity had blinded me to the
imprudence
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imprudence of which I was guilty in quit-
ting Scotland fo haftily. My wounded fa-
ther, after his recovery, relapfed ; and when
I'had waited in the moft comfortlefs fitua-
tion, for fix weeks, my friend wrote me
word, that the journey was yet deferred for
fome time longer.

My finances were then nearly exhaufted,
and I was obliged, though moft unwilling-
ly, to beg further afiiftance from my mo-
ther, that I might return to Scotland., Oh !
Madam l=—my anfwer was not from herfelf,
~=it was written by a lady who had long
been her ‘companion, and acquainted me
that fhe had been taken fuddenly ill of a
fever,~~and was no more!

The compaflfionate nature of which you
have given fuch noble proofs, affures me I
need noty if I could, paint to you the ans
guith of a mind overwhelnted with fuch act
i cumulated forrows.

Inclofed was a letter to & near relation,
which fhe had, during het illnefs, with
much difficulty, writtten, and in which;
with the ftrongeft maternal tendernefs, fhe
' defcribed my deplorable fituation,; and en<
! treated his interet to procure mé fome
preferment,  Yet fo funk was I' by mif-
fortune, that a fortnight elapfed before I
had the courage or fpirit to attempt deliver-

o &
ing this-letter. - I was then compelled to it

by
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by want. To make my appearance with
fome decency, 1 was neceflitated, myfelf; to
the melancholy tafk of changing my. co-
loured cloaths for a fuit of mourning ;—and
then I proceeded to feck my relation.

I was informed that he was not in town.

In this defperate fituation, the pride of
my heatt, which hitherto had not bowed to
adverfity, gave way, and I detéermined to en-
treat the aflitance of my friend, whofe of-
fered fervices I had a thoufand times rejeét-
ed. Yet, Madam, fo hard is it to root from
the mind its favourite principles, or preju-
dices, call them which you pleafe, that 1
lingered another week ere I had the refolu-
lution to fend awdy a letter which I regarded
as the death of my independence.

At length, reduced to my-laft-fhilling,
dunned infolently by the people of the
houfe, and almoft famifhed, I. fealed ithis
fatal letter, and, with a heavy heart, deter-
mined to take it; to the poft-office. « But
Mzt. Branghton and his fon fuffered me not
to pafs through their fhop with impunity;
they infulted me grofsly, and threatened me
with imprifonment, if I did not immediately
fatisfy their-demands. =~ Stung to the foul, 1
bid them; have but a day’s patience, and
flung from them, in a ftate of mind too tere
rible for defcription,

My _letter, which I now found would
be
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be received too late to fave me from dif-
grace, I tore into a thoufand pieces, and
fcarce could I refrain from putting an in-
ftantaneous, an  unlicenfed period to' my
exiftence.

In this diforder of my fenfes, I formed
the horrible plan of turning foot-pad; for
which purpofe I returned to my lodging,
and collected whatever of my apparel |
could part with, which I immediately fold,
and with the profits purchafed a brace of
piftols, powder and thot. I hope, howe-
ver, you will believe me, when I moft {o-
lemnly affure you, my fole intention was to
frighten the pafiengers I thould affault, with
thefe dangerous weapons, which I had not
loaded, but from a refolution,~a dread-
ful one, 1 own,—to fave myfelf from an ig-
nominious death if feized. "And, indeed,
I thought that if I could but procure mo-
ney f{ufficient to pay Mr. Branghton, and
make a journey to Scotland, I fhould foon
be able, by the public papers, to difcover
whom I had injured, and to make private
retribution.

But, Madam, new to every fpecies of
villainy, my perturbation was fo great that
I could with difficulty fupport myfelf
yet the Branghtons obferved it not as I
pafled through the fho

,‘{).

Here
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Here I ftop: what followed is  better
known to yourfelf. But no time can ever
efface from my memory that moment,
when in the very aéion of preparing. for
my own deftruction, or the lawlefs feizure
of the property: of others, you ruthed in-
to the room, and arrefted my arm l—It
was, indeed, an awful moment l—the hand
of Providence feemed to intervene between
me and eternity ; I beheld you as an an-
gel|—1 thought you dropt from the
clouds ;—the earth, indeed, had never be-
fore prefented to my view a form fo ce-
Jeftial l=—What wonder, then, that a fpec-
tacle fo aftonifhing fhould, to a man difor-
dered as I was, appear too beautiful to
be human ?

And now, Madam, that I have per-
formed this painful tafk, the more’ grate-
ful one remains of rewarding, as far as 1S
inmy power, your generous goodnefs, by af-
furing you it fhall not be thrown away. You
have awakened me to a fenfe of the falfe
pride by which I have been actuated,~—a

ride which, while it fcorned affiftance from
a friend, fcrupled not to compel it from a
ftranger, though at the hazard of reducing
that ftranger to a fituation as deftitute as
my own. Yet, Oh! how violent was the
firuggle which tore my confliCting {oul,

ere
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ere I could perfuade myfelf to profit by the
benevolence which you were fo evidently b
difpofed to exert in my favour! |

By means of a ring, the gift of my
much-regretted mother, I have for the
prefent fatisfied Mr. Branghton; and by :
means of your compaffion, I hope to {up- il
port myfelf, cither till I hear from my f
friend, to whom, at length, T have writ- il
ten, or till the relation of my mother re-
turns to town.

To talk to you, Madam, of paying my
aebt, would be vain; I nevercan! the fer-
vice you have done me exceeds all power of
return; you have reftored me to my fenfes,
you have taught me to curb thofe paflions
which bereft me of them, and, fince I can-
not avoid calamity, to bear it as a man!
An interpofition fo wonderfully circum-
{tanced can never be recollected without

 benefit. Yet allow me to {ay, the pecu-

i hiary part of my obligation muft be fettled

) by my firft ability.

) I am, Madam, with the moft profound
refpect, and heart-felt gratitude,

Your obedient,
and devoted humble fervant, o
J. MacarTNEY. L

EETTER
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Holborn, July 1, 5 o’clock in the mora.

SIR, what an adventure have I to
write l—all night it has occupled my

thoughts, and I am now rifen thus early,
to write it to you.

Yefterday 1t was {¢
fpend the evening 1n i.\f'larybozt&gardcns,
where M. Torre, a celebrated foreigner,
was to exhibit fome fireworks. The party
confifted of Madame Duval, all the Brangh-
tons, M. Du Bois, Mr. Smith, and Mr,
Brown.

We were almoft the firlt perfons who
entered the Gardens, Mr. Branghton hav-
ing declared he would have all be could get
o bis money, which, at beft, was only
fooled away, at fuch filly and idle places.

We walked in parties, and very much
detached from one another 3 Mr. Brown and
Mifs Polly led the way by themfelves ;
Mifs Branghton and Mr, Smith followed,
and the latter feemed determined to be re-
venged for my behaviour at the ball, by
transferring all his former attention for me,
to Mifs Branghton, who received it with an

alr

feetled that we fhould
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air of exultation : and very frequently they
each of them, though from different mo.
tives, looked back, to difcover whether I
obferved their good intelligence. Madame
Duval walked with M. Du Bois; and Mr.
Branghton by himfelf; but his fon would
willingly have attached himfelf wholly to
me, faying frequently, *‘ Come, Mifs, let’s
you and I have a lictle fun together ; you
fee they have all left us, fo now let us
leave them.” But I begged to be excufed,
and went to the other fide of Madame
Duval,

This Garden, as it is called, is neither
ftriking for magnificence nor for beauty ;
and we were all 1o dull and languid, that I
was extremely glad when we were {um.
moned to the orcheftra, upon the opening
of a concert; in the courfe of which, I
had the pleafure of hearing a concerto on
the violin by Mr. Barthelemon, who, to
me, feems a player of exquilite fancy, feel-
ing, and variety,

When notice was given us, that the fire!
works were preparing, we hurried along ta
fecure good places for the fight: but,
very foon, we were fo encircled and in.
commoded by the crowd, that Mr, Smith
Propofed the Jadies thould make intereft for
a form to ftand upon; this was foon ef-
feCted, and the men then left us, to ac-

Vor. II, I commodate
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commodate themfclves better, faying they
would return the moment the exhibition
was over.

The firework was: really beautiful, and
told, with wonderful ingenuity, the ftory
of Orpheus: and Eurydice ; but, at the
moment of the fatal look, which feparated
them for ever, there was fuch.an explofion
of fire, and fo horrible a noife, that we all
as of one accord, jumpt haftily from the
form, and ran away fome€ paces, fearing
that we were in danger of mifchief, from
the innumerable fparks of fire which glit-
tered in the air.

For a moment or two, 1 neither knew
nor confidered whether I had run; but
my recollection was foon awakened bya
ftranger’s addrefling me with, * Come
along with me, my dear, and DIl take
care of you.”

1 ftarted, and then, to my great terror,
perceived that I had out-run all my com-
panions, and faw not one human being
knéw ! with all the fpeed in my power, and
forgetful of my firft fright, 1 haftened
back to the place 1 had left ;=but found
the form occupied by a new {fet of peo-
ple.
In vain, from fide to fide, I looked for
fome face 1 knew ; 1 found myfelf in the

midft of a crowd, yet without party, friend,
of
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of acquaintance. I walked, in difordered
hafte, from place to place, without know-
ing which way to turn, or whither. I went.
Every other moment, 1 was f] poken to, by
fome bold and unfeeling man, to whom mir
diftrefs, which, I think, muh be very ap-
parent, -only furnifhed a pretence for im-
pertinent witticifms, or free gall: antry.

At laft, a young OlﬁL@ marchi g fierce-
ly up to me, faid, “You are a fweet pretty
creature, and I LnluL you in my {ervice ;
and then, with great violence, he feized
my hand. I fereamed aloud with fear, and,
forcibly fnatching it away, I ran lmml\/ up
to two ladies, and cried, “ For Heaven’s
fake, dear ladies, afford me fome protec-
tion !’

They heard me with a loud laugh, but
very readily faid, *° Ay, let her walk be-
tween us ;> and each of them took hold of
an arm,

Then, in a drawling, ironical tone of
voice, they afked what had frightened my
little Lazz’;ﬂyzp? I told them my “adventure
very fimply, and intreated they would have
the goodnefs to affit me in finding my
friends.

O yes, to be fure, they faid, I fhould
not want for friends, whilft I -was with
them. Mine, I faid, would be very grate-
ful for any civilities with which they might
-3 favour

Un
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favour me. But imagine, my dear Sir
how I muft be confounded, when I ob-
ferved, that every other word I {fpoke pro-
duced a loud laugh! However, I will not
dvell upon a converfation, which foon, to
my inexpreffible horror, convinced mel
had fought protetion from infult, of thofe
who were themfelves moft likely to offer
it! You, my deareft Sir, I well know,
wll both feel for, and pitty my terror,
which I have no words to défcribe.

Had T been at liberty, I fhould have in-
ftantly run away from them, when I made
tle thocking difcovery ; but, as they held
mre faft, that was utterly impoffible : and
fuch was my dread of their refentment or
abufe, that I did not dare make anyopen
attempt to efcape.

‘They afked me a thoufand queftions, ac-
companied by as many hallows, of who I
was, what I was, and whence I came. My
anfwers were very incoherent,~—but what,
cood Heaven, were my emotions, when, a
f-w moments afterwards, I perceived ad-
vancing our way,—Lord Orville !

Never thall I forget what I felt at that
iaftant : had 1, indeed, been funk to the
cuilty ftate, which fuch companions might
l2ad him to fufpeé, I‘couldscarce have had
feelings more cruelly deprefling.

However, to my infinite joy;" he.pafied
us
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us without diftinguithing me; though I
faw that, in a carelefs manner, his eyes fus-
veyed the party.

As foon as he was gone, one of thefe
unhappy women faid, ““ Do you know that
young fellow **

Not thinking it pofiible fhe thould mean
Lord Orville by fuch a term, 1 readily an-
fwered, *“ No, Madam.”

“ Why then,” anfwered fhe,  you have
a monftrous good ftare, for a little country
Mifs.”

I now found I had miftaken her, but
was glad to avoid an explanation,

A few minutes after, what was my de-
light, to hear the voice of Mr. Brown, who
called out, ‘ Lord, i’n’t that Mifs what’s
her name ?”

* Thank God,” cried I, fuddenly fpring-
ing from them both, * thank God, I have
found my party.”

Mr. Brown was, however, alone, and,
without knowing what I did, I took hold
of his arm.

“Lord, Mifs,” cried he, * we’ve had
fuch a hunt you can’t think ! fome of them
thought you was gone home; but I fays,
fays 1, Idon’t think, fays I, that fhe’s like
to go home all alone, fays 1.”

*“ So that gentleman belongs to you,
Mifs, does he ©”’ faid one of the women.
I3 e
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“ Yes, Madam,” anfwered I, ¢ and 1

k vou for your civility 3 but, asl

i

now than
am fafe, will not give you any: further
trouble.”

I courtfied flightly, and “would  have
walked away ; but, moft unfortunately,
Madame Duval and the two Mifs Brangh-
tons juft then joined us.

They all began to make a thoufand ‘en-
guiries, to which I briefly anfwered, that
1 had been obliged to thefe two ladies  for
walking with me, and would tell them
more another time: for, though I felt great
srative courage, I was yet too much
lated ‘by their prefence, 10 dare be

cor

(‘._'»L’}}‘.A(.!t.

Neverthelefs, 1 ventured, once more, to
wifh them good night, and propofed feeks
ing Mr. Branghton. Thefe unhappy wo-
fen liftened to'all that was faid with'a kind
of callous curiofity, and feemed determined
not to take'any hint,  Butmy vexation was
terribly augented, = when, after having
whifpered fomething to each other, they
very cavalierly declared, that they intended
joining our party’! and then, one of them,
very boldly took hold of myarm, while
the other, ‘going rounds feized that of Mr.
Brown ; and thus, almoftforeibly; we ‘were
moved on between them, and *followed by

Madame Duval and the Mifs Branghtops.’
It
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It would be very difficult to fay which
was greateft, ‘my fright, or Mr. |
conft ventured not to make
the leaft refifta nce, tl hough hi
made him tremble almoft as mu;h as my-
felf. T would init: um) have withdrawn my
arm ; but it was held fo tight, I could not
movc it 5 2N d poor Mr. Brown was circum-
ftanced in the {ume manner on theé other
fide ; for I heard him fay, “ Lord, Ma’ani,
there’s no need to fqueez ’s arm fo !

And this was our fituation,~—for we had
not taken three fteps, when,—O
again met Lord Orville byt
did he P \
caught his eye ;—both mine, imwediately
were bent to the ground ; but he approac i1
¢d me, and we a it ﬁor\pci

I then looked up. He bowed. Good
God, with what expreflive eyes did he regard
ane ! Never were furprife and concern fo
ftrongly - marked,—yes, my dear Sir, he
]ookec | greatly concerned 5 and that, the re-
membrance of that, is the only confolation
1 feel, for an evening the moft painful of
my life.

What Ke firft faid I know not; fer, in-
deed, I feemed to have neither ears nor un=
derftanding ; but I recollect that T only
courtfied in' filence. He ‘paufed for an 1n-
ftant, as if—I believe fo,—as-if unwilling
14 to

ernation ; who

1 unealtinets

(‘L ‘,'..\’ O) U\ o™=}
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to pafs on; but then, finding the whole
pirty detained, he again bowed, and took
leive,

Indeed, my dear Sir, I thought I fhould
huve fainted, fo great was my emotion from
ftame, vexation, and a thoufand other feel-
irgs, for which I have no expreflions. [
abfolutely tore myfelf from the woman’s
am, and then, difengaging myfelf from
that of Mr. Brown, 1 went to Madame
Luval, and befought that fthe would not
{iffer me to be again parted from her.

I fancy=that Lord Orville faw what paff-
ed ; for fcarcely was I at liberty, ere he re-
turned. Methought, my dear Sir, the plea-
fure, the furprife of that moment, recoms-
p:nfed me for all the chagrin I had before
fidt : for do you not think, that this return,
manifefts, from a character fo quiet, fo re-
farved as Lord Orville’s, fomething like fo-
leitude in my concerns ?=—fuch, at leaft,
was the interpretation I involuntarily made
upon again feeing him.

With a politenefs to which I have been
fime time very little ufed, he apologi-
fel for returning, and then enquired af-
ter the health of Mrs. Mirvan, and the reft
o the Howard Grove family. The flatter-
irg conjeture which I have juft acknow-
ledged, had fo wonderfully reftored my
fjirits, that I believe I never anfwered hi}n
Q.
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fo readily, and with fo little conftrant.
Very fhort, however, was the duration of
this converfation : for we were foon moft
difagreeably interrupted.

The Mifs Branghtons, though they aw
almoft immediately the characters of the
women to whom I had fo unfortunately ap-
plied, were, neverthelefs, fo weak ind
foolifh, as merely to zitter at their beha-
viour. As to Madame Duval, fhe was
for fome time fo ftrangely impofed upon,
that fhe thought they were two real ine
Jadies. Indeed it is wonderful to fee low

afily and how frequently fhe is deceivad :

our difturbance, however, arofe from yoing
Brown, who was now between the two
women, by whom his arms were abfolurely
pinioned to his fides: for a few minutes,
his complaints had been only murmuied 3
but he now called out aloud, “ Goodrefs,
Fadies, you hurt me like any thing | vhy
I can’t walk at all, if you keep pinching my
arms fo!”

This fpeech raifed a loud laugh in the
women, and redoubled the tittering of the
Mifs Branghtons, For my own part, Iwas
moft cruelly confufed; while the counte-
nance of Lord Orville manifefted a fort of
indignant aftonifhment ;3 and, from‘ that
moment, he {fpoke to me no more, til. he
took leave.

A, 901

3 Madame
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Madame Duval, who now began to fuf-
pect her company, propofed our taking the
firft box we {aw empty, . befpeaking a fup-
per, and waiting till Mr. Branghton fhould
find us.

Mifs Polly mentioned one fhe had re-
marked, to which we all turned ; Madame
Duval inftantly feated herfelf; and the two
bold women, forcing the frightened Mr.
Brown to go between them, followed her
example.

Lord Orville, with an air of gravity that
wounded my very foul, then withed me
good night. I faid not a word; but my
face, if it had any connefion with my
heart, muft have looked melancholy in-
deed: and fo, I have fome reafon to be-
lieve, it did; for he added, with much
more {oftnefs, though not lefs dignity,
“ Will Mifs Anville allow me to afk her
addrefs, and to pay my refpeécts to her be=

fore I leave town 1

O how I changed colour at this unex-
pected requeft |—yet what was the mortifi-
cation I fuffered, in anfwering, “ My Lord,
I am—in Holborn.”

He then bowed and left us.

‘What, what can he think of this adven.
ture! how ftrangely, how cruelly have all
appearances turned againft me! Had I
been blefled with any prefence 6f mind, I
fhould
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fhould inftantly have (‘Yplained to him the
accident which occafi mad my being in
fuch terrible comp any .—but I'have none !
As to the Iﬂr of the evening, I cannot
relate the particul ars of what paffed ; for, to
you, Ionly write of what I tuih.-‘, and T cai
think of nothing but this unfortunate, this
difgraceful me:‘;rvr Thefe two wretched
women continued to torment us all, but ef-
pecially poor Mr. Brown, who fe cmul to af-
ford them wuncommon cli'.fﬁl'ﬁon, till ‘we
were difcovered by Mr. Branghton, who
very foon found means to releafe us from
their penecat'mﬂ by frightening them a-
way. We ftayed but a fhort time after

) y
they left us, whxm was all employed in ex-
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planations.
Whatever may be the conftru&ion which
Lord Orville may ;“u upon this affair, to

me it cannot’ fail of be ing’unfavourable ; to
be feen—gzracious Heaven !—to be {mn in

nv with two women of {uch charac-
vainly, how proudly haw- |
withed to avoid ‘meeting him \“’w_en only
with the Branghtons "-"11 F&i idame },u

val,—but now, how joyi
had he feen me to no greater
~—Holborn, too! "'uxf. a dir e
who had a’;v.’;‘-.v‘s—-lmt I will not torment
you, my deareft Sir, with ny more (:i my
mortifying conjeCtures and appre henfions :
1 6 perhaps

&
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perhaps he may call,—and then I fhall have
an opportunity of explaining to him all the
moft thocking part of the adventure. And
yet, as I did not tell him at whofe houfe I
lived, he may not be able to difcover me 3
1 merely faid iz Holborn, and he, who I
{uppofe faw my embarrafiment, forbore to
afk any other direttion.

Well, I muft take my chance!

Yet let me, in juftice to Lord Orville,
and in juftice to the high opinion I have al-
ways entertained of his honour and delica-
cy,~let me obferve the difference of his
behaviour, when nearly in the fame fitua-
tion to that of Sir Clement Willoughby.
He had at lealt equal caufe to depreciate
me in his opinion, and to mortify and fink
me in my own: but far different was his
conduét ;= perplexed, indeed, he looked,
and much furprifed,—~but it was benevo-
lently, not with infolence. 1 am even
inclined to think, that he could not fee a
young creature whom he had fo lately
known,in a higher fphere, appear fo fud-
denly, fo ftrangely, fo difgracefully altered *
in her fituation, without fome pity and con-
cern. But, whatever might be his doubts
and fufpicions, far from fuffering them ta
influence his behaviour, he {poke, he look-
&g, with the {fame politenefs and attcntiog
with
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with which he had always honoured me
when countenanced by Mrs, Mirvan.

Once again, let me drop this fubjeét.

In every mortification, every difturbanee,
how grateful to my heart, how fweet to my
recollection, is the certainty of your never-
failing tendernefs, fympathy, and protec-
tion! Oh Sir, could I, upon this fubje&,
could I write as I feel ~how animated
would be the language of

Your devoted
Everina!l

LETTER XX
Evelina to the Rev. My. Villars.

Holborn, July 17

ISTLESS, uneafy, and without either
fpirit or courage to employ myfelf,
from the time I had finithed my laft letter,
I indolently feated myfelf at the window,
where, while 1 waited Madame Duval’s
fammons to breakfaft, I perceived, among
the carriages which pafled by, a coronet
coach, and, in a few minutes, from the win-
dow of it, Lord Orville ! 1 inftantly re-
treated, but not, I believe, unfeen ; for the
coach immediately drove up to our door.
Indeed;,
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Indeed, my dear Sir, T muft own I was

greatly agitated ; the idea of receiving Lord
Qrville by myfelf,—the knowledge 1 his
vifit was entirely to me,—the wiih ex-
plaining the unfortunate adventure of yef-
terday,—and the mortification of my pre-
fent circumftances,—all thefe tho s, OC-

curring to me nearly at the fame time, OC-
cafioned me more anxiety, confufion, and
perplexity, -than I'can poflibly exprefs.

I believe he meant to fend up his name;
but the maid, unufed to fuch a ceremony,
forgot it by the way, and only told me,
that a great Lord was below, and defired
to fee me: and, the next moment, he ap-
peared himfelf.

If formerly, when in the circle of high
life, and accuftomed to its manners, I fo
much admired and diftinguifhed the grace,
the elegance of Lord Orville, think, Sir,
how they muft {trike me now,—now, when,
far removed from that fplendid circle, 1
live with thofe to whom even civility is un-
known, and decorum a.ftranger !

I am fure I received him very awkward-
ly ; depreffed by a fituation fo difagreeable,
could T do otherwife ? When his firft en-
quiries’ were made, “ 1 think myfelf very
fortunate,” he faid,  in meeting with Mifs
Anville at home, and ftill more fo, in find~
ing her difengaged.”

2 I only
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I only courtfied. : He then talked of
Mrs. Mirvan ; afked how long I had been
in town, and other fuch general queftions,
which; happily, gave me time to recover from
my embarrafiinent. After which, he faid,
* If Mifs Anville will allow me the honour
of fitting by her a few minutes (for we
were both ftanding) I will venture to tell
her the motive which, next to enquiring
after her health, has prompted me to wait
on her thus early.”

We were then both feated, and, after a
fhort paufe, he faid, * How to apologize
for fo great a liberty as T am upon the point
of taking, I know not j=—fhall I, therefore,
rely wholly upon your goodnefs, and. not
apologize at all ¢

I only bowed.

*“ I fhould be extremely forry to appear
impertinent,—yet hardly know how to
avoid it,”

* Impertinent ! O my Lord,” cried I,
eagerly, ** that, I am fure, is impoffible I

“ You are very good,” anfwered he,
 and encourage me to be ingenuous—"

Again he ftopped : but my expeétation
was too great for fpeech:: at laft, without
looking at me, in a low voice and helitating
manner, he faid, “ Were thofe ladies with
whom I faw you laft night, ever in your
company before 2”

- No;
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“ No, my Lotd,” cried I, rifing, and
colouring violently, “ nor will they ever
be again.”

He rofe too, and, with an air of the moft
condefcending concern, faid, ‘ Pardon,
Madam, the abruptnefs of a queftion which
I knew not how to introduce as I ought,
and for which T have no excufe to offer,
but my refpect for Mrs. Mirvan, joined to
the fincereft withes for your happinefs : yet
I fear I have gone too far!”

« 1 am very fenfible of the honour of
your Lordfhip’s attention,” faid I, * but

LE]

« Permit me to affure you,” cried he,
finding 1 hefitated,  that officioufnefs is
not My characteriftic, and that 1 would by
no means have rifked your difpleafure, had
T not been fully {atisfied you were too ge-
nerous to be offended, without a real cauie
of offence.”

« Offended I” cried I, * no, my Lord,
I am only grieved,—grieved, indeed ! to
find myfelf in a fituation {o unfortunate, as
to be obliged to make explanations which
cannot but mortify and fhock me.”

« 1t is T alone,” cried he, with fome €a-
ernefs, * who am fhocked, as it is I'-who
deferve to be mortified; I {feek no explana-
tion, for' I have no doubt; but, in miftak-
ing mg, Mifs Anville injures herfelf : allow

me,
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me, therefore, frankly and openly to tell
you the intention of my vifit.”

I bowed, and we both returned to eur
feats.

“ I will own myfelf to have been greatly
{furprifed,” continued he, *‘ when I met you
yefterday evening, in company with two
perfons who I was fenfible merited not the
honour of your notice; nor was it eafy for
me to conjecture the caufe of your being
fo fituated ; yet, believe me, my incerti-
tude did not for a moment do you injury;
I was fatisfied that their characters muft be
unknown to you, and I thought with con-
cern of the fhock you would {uftain, when
you difcovered their unworthinefs. I thould
not, however, upon fo fhort an acquaint-
ance, have ufurped the privilege of intima-
cy, in giving my unafked fentiments upon
fo delicate a fubject, had 1 not known that
credulity is the fifter of innocence, and
therefore feared you might be deceived. A
fomething, which I could not refift, urged
me to the freedom I have taken to caution
you ; but I fhall not eafily forgive myfelf,
if I have been fo unfortunate as to give you

ain.”

The pride which his firft queftion had
excited, now fubfided into delight and gra-
titude, and I inftantly related to him, as
well as I could, the accident which had oc-
cafioned
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cafioned my joining the unhappy women
with whom he had met me. He liftened with
an attention o flattering, feemed fo much
interefted during the recital, and, when I
had done, thanked me, in terms fo polite,
for what he was pleafed to call my conde-
fcenfion, that I was almoft afhamed either
to look at, or hear him.

Soon after, the maid came to tell me, that
Madame Duval defired to have breakfaft
made in her own room.

‘¢ I fear,” cried Lord Orville, inftantly
rifing, ““ that T have intruded upon your
time,—yet who, {o fituated, could do other-
wife 1 “'Then, taking my hand, * Will
Mifs Anville allow me thus to feal my
peace ? He prefled it to his lips, and took
leave,

Generous, noble Lord Orville ! how dif*
_ interefted his condu¢t! how delicate his
4 1 whole behaviour! willing to advife, yet
j b afraid to wound me !—Can I ever, in fu-

| ture, regret the adventure I met with at
% Marybone, fince it has been productive of
: a vifit fo flattering ? Had my mortifications
4 béen ftill more humiliating, my terrors ftill
more alarming, fuch a mark of efteem==
it may I not call it fo ?=—from Lord Orville,
would have made me ample amends,
And indeed, my dear Sir, I require fome
Il tonfolation in my prefent very difagreeable
t : : fituation j
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fituation ; for, fince he went, two incidents
have happened, that, had not my {pirits
been particularly elated, would greatly have
difconcerted me,

During breakfaft, Madame Duval, very
abruptly; afked if 1 fhould like to be mar-
ried ? and added, that Mr. Branghton had
been propofing a match for me with his fon.
Surprifed, and, I muft own, provoked, 1
affured her that, in thinking of me, Mr.
Branghton would ver Y, van ly lofe his time.

““ Why,” ¢ried fhe, ““ I'have had grander
views for you, m)iur, if once I could get
you to Paris, and make you be owned ;
but, if I can’t do that, and you can do no
better, why, as you are both my relations,
I think to leave my: fortune between you,
and -then, ' if yow marry, you never need
want for nothing.”

I begged her not to purfue the fubjeét,

I anuxcd her, Mz, Branghton was to-
ta]ly difagrecable to.me: but The continued
her: admonitions and refleCtions, with her
ufual difregard of whatever I could anfwer:
She clwrcred me, very peremptorily, neither
wholly to difcourage, nor yet to accept Mr.
anghton s oﬁcr, t1ll the faw what could
be done for me: the young man, the added,
had often intended to fpeak to me hxmfdf

but, not well knowing how to introduce
the
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the fubjed, he had defired her to pave the
way for him.

I ferupled not, warmly and freely to de-
clare my averfion to this propofal; but ig
was to no- effett; fhe concluded, juft as
the had begun, by faying, that I thould not
bave bim, if I could do better.

Nothing, however, fhall perfuade me to
liften to any other perfon concerning this
odious affair.

My {fecond caufe of uneafinefs arifes,
very unexpectedly, from M. Du Bois,
who, to my infinite furprife, upon Madame
Duval’s quitting the room after dinner;
put into my hand a note, and immediately
left the houfe.

This note contains an open declaration
of an attachment to me, which, he fays, he
fhould never have prefumed to have ac-
knowledged, had he not been informed that
Madame Duval deftined my hand to young
Branghton, a match which he cannot
endure to think of. ‘He befeeches me, ear-
neftly to pardon his temerity, profefles the
moft inviolable refpect, and commits his
fate to time, patience, and pity.

This condut in M. Du Bois gives me
real concern, as I was difpofed to think
very well of him. It will not, however,
be difficult to difcourage him, and therefore
I fhall not acquaint Madame Duval of his
letter,
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letter, as I have reafon to believe it would
greatly difpleafe her.

LB T T:E-R XXHL
Ewvelina in continuation,

June 3,

SIR, how much uneafinefs muft I

{fuffer, to counterbalance one fhort
morning of happinefs !

Yefterday, the Branghtons propofed a
party to Kenfington-gardens, and, as ufual,
Madame Duval infifted upon my attend-
ance,

We went in a hackney-coach to Picca-
dilly, and then had a walk through Hyde
Park, which, in any other company, would
have been delightful. I was much pleafed
with Kenfington-gardens, and think them
infinitely preferable to thofe of Vauxhall.

Young Branghton was extremely trouble-
fome ; he infifted upon walking by my fide,
and talked with me almoft by compulfion :
however, my referve and coldnefs prevented
his entering upon the hateful {ubject which
Madame Duval had prepared me to appre-
hend. Once, indeed, when I was, acci-
dentally, a few yards before the wﬁ’fhg
al
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faid, 1 fuppofe, Mifs, aunt has ‘told yod
about you know what p—ha’n’t the, Mifs "
—But I turned from him without making
any anfwer. Neither -Mr. Smith- nor- Mr.
Brown were of the party ; and poor M. Du
Bois, when he found!that’l avoided him,
looked fo melancholy, that I was really for-
ry for him.

While we were ftrolling round the gar-
den, T perceived, walking with a party of
ladies at fome diftance, Lord Orville "]
inftantly retreated behind Mifs Branghton,
and kept out of fight till we had pafied
them : for I dreaded being feen by him a-
gain, in a public walk, with a party of
which I was athamed.

Happily I {fucceeded in my defign, and
faw no more of him for a fudden and vio-
lent {hower of rain made us all haften out
of the gardens. We ran till we cametoa
{mall green-fhop, where we begged fhelter.
Here we found ourfelves in company with
two footmen, whom the rain had driven
into the thop. Their livery, I thought, I
had before feen; and upon looking from
the window, I perceived the fame upon a
coachman belonging to a carriage, which 1
immediately recolle¢ted to be Lord Or-
ville’s.

Fearing to be known, I whifpered Mifs
Branghton not to fpeak my name. Had 1
confidered

‘1
A
a



B ViiEz L 1LsNvA; 215

confidered but a moment, [ fhould have
been fenfible of the inutility of fuch a cau-
tion, fince not one of the party call me by
any other appellation than that of Coufir, or
of Mifs; but I am perpetually involved in
fome diftrefs or dilemma from my own heed-
leflnefs.

This requeft excited very ftrongly her cu-
riofity ; and fhe attacked me with fuch ea-
gernefs and bluntnefs of enquiry, that I
could not avoid telling her the reafon of
my making it, and, confequently, that I
was known to Lord Orville: an acknow-
ledgment which proved the moft unfortu-
nate in the world ; for fhe would not reft
till the had drawn from me the circum-
ftances attending my firlt making the ‘ac-
quaintance, Then, calling to her fifter, the
faid, * Lord, Polly, only think ! Mifs has
danced with a Lord !”

“ Well,” cried Polly, “that’s a thing I
fhould never have thought of ! . And pray
Mifs, what did he fay to you ?”

This queftion was much fooner: afked
than anfwered ; and they both became fo
+ yery inquifitive and earneft, that they foon
drew the attention of Madame Duval and
the reft of the party, to whom, in a very
{hort time, they repeated all they had ga-
thered from me.

. Goodnefs, then,” cried young Brangh-
ton,
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ton,  if I was Mifs, if I would not make
free with his Lordfhip’s coach to take me

to town.”
“ Why ay,”

faid the father, * there

would be fome fenfe in that; that would
be making fome ufe of a Lord’s acquaint-

ance, for it would fa

ve us coach-hire.”

“’1ord, Mifs,” cried Polly, “ I wifh
you would, for I fhould like of all things

to ride in a coronet C

oach !”’

“ 1 promife you,” faid Madame Duval,
“ I’m glad yow’ve thought of it, for I don’t
fee no objection ;==fo let’s have the coach-

man called.”

¢ Not for the world,” cried I, very much
alarmed,  indeed it is utterly impoffible.””
“ Why fo ?”” demanded Mr. Branghton;

¢ pray where’s the g

ood of your knowing a

Lord, if you’re never the-better for him
“ Ma foi, child,” faid Madame Duval,
“ you don’t know no more of the world

than if you was a

baby.

Pray, Sir, (t0

one of the footmen,) tell that coachman t0
draw up, for I wants to fpeak to him.”
The man ftared, but did not move.
“ Pray, pray, Madam,” faid I, * pray,
Mr. Branghton, have the goodnefs to give
up this plan; I know but very little of his
Lordfhip, and cannot, upon any account
take fo great a liberty.”
“ Don’t fay nothing about it,” faid Ma-

dame
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dame Duval, * for I thall have it my own
way : fo if you won’t call the coachman, Sir,
I'll promife you I’ll call himfelf.”

The footman, very impertinently, laugh-
ed and turned upon his heel. Madame Du-
val, extremely irritated, ran out in the rain,
and beckoned the coachman, who inftantly
obeyed her fummons. Shocked beyond all
expreflion, I flew after her, and entreated
her with the utmoft earneftnefs, to let us
return in a hackney-coach :—but oh |—
fhe is impenetrable to perfuafion! She told
the man fhe wanted him to carry her di-
re¢tly to town, and that fhe wouid anfiwer
for him to Lord Orville, The man, with
a {neer, thanked her, but faid he fhould
anfwer for himfelf ; and was driving off,
when another footman came up to him,
with information that his Lord was gone
into Kenfington Palace, and would not
want him for an hour or two,

* Why then, friend,” faid Mr. Brangh-
ton, (for we were followed by all the party)
* where will be the great harm of your
taking us to town ?”

** Befides,” faid the fon, “ P'll promife
you a pot of beer for my own fhare.”

Thefe {peeches had no other anfwer from
the coachman than a loud laugh, " which
was echoed by the infolent footmen,” ' re.-
Joiced at their refiftance, though Iwas cer

Vou, II. K tain,
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tain, that if their Lord had witnefied their
impertinence, they would have been: in-
ftantly difmiffed his fervice.

“ Purdi,” cried Madame Duval, sl
don’t think all the footmen are the moft im-
pudenteft fellows in the kingdom ! But Il
promife you I’ll have your mafter told of
your airs, fo you’ll get no good by "em.”

“ Why pray,” faid the coachman, rather
alarmed, ** did my Lord give you leave to
ufe the coach£”

“ 1¢'s no matter for that,” anfwered fhe;
“ Pm fure if he’s a gentleman, he’d let us
have it fooner than we fhould be wet to the
{kin: but I’ll promife you he fhall know
how faucy yow’ve been, for this young lady
knows him very well,”

“ Ay, that fhe does,” faid Mifs Polly;
¢t and the’s danced with him too.”

Ch how I repented my:foolith mifma-
nagement! The men bit their lips, and
looked at one another in fome confufion.
This was perceived by our party, who,
taking advantage of it, protefted they would
write Lord Orville word of their ill beha-
viour without delay. ~This quite ftartled

them, and one of the footmen offered to run
to the palace and afk his Lord’s permiffion
for our having the carriage.

This propolal really made me trembles

and the Branghtons all hung back uponiit;
: but
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but Madame Duval is never to be difuad-
ed from a fcheme fhe has once formed. * Do
fo,” cried fhe, and give this child’s ccmpli-
ments to your mafter, and tell him, as we
ha’n’t no coach here, we thould be glacto go
jutt as far as Holborn in his.”

*“ No, no, no ! cried I; ““ don’t ¢0,—I
know nothing of his Lordfhip,~I faxd no
meflage,—I have nothing to‘fay to hin I””

The ‘men, very much perplexed, could
with difficulty reftrain themfelves from re-
fuming their impertinent mirch. Midame
Duval fcolded ‘me very angrily, anc then
defired them to go‘direétly. Pray, then,”*
faid the coachman, “ what name is to be
given to my Lord ?”

“ Anville,” anfwered Madame Duval, .
tell him Mifs Anville wants the oach
the young lady he danced with once.”

I was really in an agony ; but the winds
could not have been more deaf to me, than
thofe to whom I pleaded! and therefore the
footman, urged by the repeated thrats of
Madame Duval, and perhaps recoll«ting
the name himfelf, aGually went to tle pa-
lace with this ftrange mefiage!

He returned in a few minutes, and bow-
ing to me with the greateft refped, faid,
“ My Lord defires his compliments and
his carriage will be always at Mifs Anrille’s
fervice.”

(14

K2 [ was
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I was {o much affected by this politenefs,
and ‘chagrined at the whole affair, that 1
could fcarce refrain from tears. Madame
Duval and the Mifs Branghtons eagerly
jumped into' the coach, and defired me to
follow. 1 would rather have fubmitted to

he fevereft punifhment ;==but all refiftance
was vain.

During the whole ride, I faid nota word 3,
however, the reft of the party were fo talk-
ative, that my filence was very immateridls
We ftopped at our lodgings ; but when
Madame Duval and I alighted, the Brangh-
gons afked if they could not be carried on to
Spow Hill 2 The fervants, now all civility,
made no objection. Remonfirances from
me, would, I too well knew, be fruitlefs;
and therefore, with a heavy heart; I retired
to my room, and left them to their own
direétion.

Seldom have I pafled a night in greater
uneafinefs :— fo lately to have cleared my-
felf in the good opinion of Lord Orville,—
{fo foon to forfeit it!=——to give him rea-
fon to fuppofe 1 prefumed to boalt of his
acquaintance, Lo publifh his baving danc-
ed with me !—to take with him a liberty I
{hould have blufhed to have taken with the
moft intimate of my friends |—to trea with
{fuch impertinent freedom one who has ho-
noured me with fuch diftinguifhed refpeét!
~indeed,
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==indeed, Sir, I could have met with no
accident that would fo cruelly have tors
mented me !

If fuch were, then, my feelings, imagine,
==for I cannot defcribe, what I fuffered
during the fcene I am now going to write.

This morning, while I was alone in the
dinihg-room, young Branghtoncalled. He
entered with a. moft important air, ‘and
ftrutting up to me, faid, *° Mifs, Lord Or-
wille fends his compliments to you.”

* Lord Orville I”~—repeated I, much a-
mazed.

*Yes, Mifs, Lord Orville ;==for 7 know
his Lordfhip now, as well as you.—~And a
very civil gentleman he is, for all he’s a
Lord.”

“ For Heaven’s fake,” cried I, “ explain
yogcriélf.” '

Why you muft know, Mifs, after we
left you, we met with a little misfortune ;
but I don’t mind it now, for it’s all turned
out for the beft: but, juft as we were a
going up Snow Hill, plump we comes
againft a cart, with fuch a jogg it almoft
pulled the coach-wheel off'; however, that
rn’t'the worlt, for as I 'went to open the
door in a hurry, a thinking the ¢oach would
be broke down, as ill-luck would have it,
I never minded that the glafs was up, and
K-q fo

il
38
Ll
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fo 1 poked my head fairly through it. Only
fee, Mifs, how P’ve cut my forehead |7

‘A much worfe accident to himfelf, would
not, I believe, at that moment, have given
me any concern for him : however, he pro-
ceeded with his account, for I was too much
confounded to interrupt him.

“ Goodnefs, Mifs, we were in fuch a
ftew, us, and the {ervants, and all, as you
can’t think; for, befides the glafs being
broke, the coachman faid how the coach
would n’t be fafe to go back to Kenfington.
So we did n’t know what to do; however,
the footmen faid they’d go and -tell his
Lordfhip what had happened. - So then fa=
ther grew quite uneafy, like, for fear of his
Lordfhip’s taking offence, and prejudicing
us in our bufinefs : fo he faid I fhould go
this morning and afk his pardon, *caufe of
having broke the glafs. So then I afked
the footman the direGtion, and. they told
me he lived in Berkeley-fquare'; fo this
morning I went,—and I foon found out the

houfe.”
“ You did !” cried I, quite out of breath

with apprehenfion.

“ Yes, Mifs, and a very fing houfe it 1s.
Did you ever fee it ?”’

< NO-”

“ No l==why then, Mifs, 1 know mort;
0
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of his Lordfhip than you do, for all you
knew him firft. So, when I came to the
door, 1 was in a peck of troubles, a think-
ing what I fhould fay to him; howéver,
the fervants had no mind I fhould fee him,
for they told me he was bufy, but I might
leave my meflage. So I was juft a coming
away, when I bethought myfelf to fay I
come from you.”

“ From me I—"

“ Yes, Mifs,~~for you know why fhould
I have fuch a long walk as that for no-
thing ? So I fays to the porter, fays I, tell
his Lordfhip, fays I, one wants to fpeak
to him as comes from one Mifs Anville,
fays 1.”

“ Good God,” cried I, ““ and by what
authority did you take fuch a liberty ?**

““ Goodnefs, Mifs, do’nt be in fuch a
hurry, for yow’ll be as glad as me when
you hear how well it all turned out. So
then they made way for me, and faid
his Lordfhip would fee me diretly ; and
there I was led through fuch a heap of fer-
vants, and fo many rooms, that my heart
quite mifgave me ; for I thought, thinks I,
he’ll be fo proud he’ll hardly let me fpeak 3
but he’s no more proud than I am, and he
was as civil as if I’d been a lord myfelf.
So then I faid; I hoped he would n’t take
it amifs about the glafs, for it was quite an
K4 accident
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accident 3 but he bid me not mention it,
for it did n’t fignify. ~And then he faid he
hoped you got fafe home, and was n’t
frightened ; and fo I faid yes, and I gave
your duty to him.”

“ My duty to him!” exclaimed I=—
and who gave you leave ?—who defired
you P’

“ O, Idid it of my own head, juft to
make him think I came from you. = But I
faould have told you before how the foot-
man faid he was going out of town to-
morrow evening, and that his fifter was foon
to be married, and that he was a ordering
a heap of things for that; fo it come
into my head, as he was fo affable, that I’d
afk him for his euftom.  So I fays, fays I,
ny Lord, fays 1, if your Lordfhip ©’n’t ens
gaged particularly, my father is a filver-
fmith, and he’d be very proud to ferve you,
fays 15 and Mifs Anville, as danced with
you, is his coufin, and fhe’s my coufin too,
and fhe’d be very much obligated to you,
Pm fure.”

“ You'll drive me wild,” (cried T, ftart-
ing from my feat) *‘ you have done me an
irreparable injury 3 = but I will hear no
more !”” == and then I ran into my own
room,.

I was half frantic, I really raved; the
good opinion of Lord Orville feemed now
irretrievably

£¢
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irretrievably loft: a faint hope, which in

J

the morning I had vainly encouraged, that

I might fee him again, and explain the

tranfa&ion, Wholly vanithed, now I found
*  he was fo foon to leave town : and I could
i ot but conclude that, for the reft of my
life, he would regard me as an objet of
utter contempt.

The very idea was a dagger tomy heart!
=1 could not fupport it, and—but 1 bluth
to proceed—1I fear your difapprobation, yet
I fhould not be confcious of having me-
rited it, but that the repugnance I feel to
relate to you what I have done, makes me
fufpect T'muft have erred. - Will you for-
give me, if I own that I firff wrote an
account of this tranfa&ion to Mifs Mir-
van ?—and that I even thought of conceal-
ing ‘it from you ?==Short-lived, however,
was the ungrateful idea, and fooner will 1
rifk ‘the juftice of your difpleafure, than
\3nworthily betray your genérous confi-
dence.

You are now probably prepared for what
follows—which 1s a letter,—a hafty letter,
that, in the height of my agitation, I wrote
to Lord Orville,

““ "My Lord,

“ T am fo infinitely athamed of the ap-
plication made yefterday for your Lord-
Kj thip’s
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fhip’s carriage in my name, and fo greatly
fhocked at hearing how much it was injur-
ed, that I cannot forbear writing a few
lines, to clear myfelf from the imputation
of an impertinence which I bluth to be
fufpected of, and to acquaint you, that the
requeft for your carriage was made againft
my confent, and the vifit with which you
were - importuned this morning, without
my knowledge,

* I am inexpreflibly concerned at having
been. the inftrument, however innocently,
of fo much trouble to your Lordfhip ; but
I beg you to believe, that reading thefe lines
1s the only part of it which I have given
voluntarily.

“ I am, my Lord,
* Your Lordfhip’s moft humble fervant,
“ EveLiNa ANvILLE,”

226

I applied to the maid of the houfe to get
this note conveyed to Berkeley-fquare;
but {carce had I parted with it, before I re-
gretted having written at all, and I was
flying down ftairs to recover it, when the
voice of Sir Clement Willoughby ftopped
me. As Madame Duval had ordered we
fhould be denied to him, I was obliged to
return up ftairs ; and after he was gone, my
application was too late, as the maid had
given it to a porter,

My
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My time did not pafs very ferenly while
he was gone ; however, he brought me no
anfwer, but that Lord Orville was not at
home. Whether or not he will take the
trouble to fend any ;=—or whether he will
condeicend to call ;—or whether the affair
will reft as it is, I know not ;==but, 'in be-
ing ignorant, am moft cruelly anxious,

P pe e R R TY,
Evelina in continuation.

July 4.

YOU may now, my dear Sir, fend

Mrs Clinton for your Evelina with

as much fpeed as fhe can conveniently

make the journey, for no further oppofi-

tion will be made to her leaving this town :

happy had it perhaps been for- her had fhe
never entered it !

This morning Madame Duval defired me
to go to Snow-hill, with an invitation to the
Branghtons and Mr. Smith, to fpend the
evening with her: and fhe defired M. Du
Bois, who breakfafted with us, to accom-
pany me. 1 was very unwilling to obey
her, as I neither wifhed to walk with M.
Du Bois, nor yet to meet young Branghton,
And, indeed, another, a 'yt more powerful
K6 reafon
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reafon, added to my reluétance,~for [
thought it poflible that Lord Orville mighe
fend fome anfwer, or perhaps might call,
during my abfence; however, I did not
dare difpute her commands.

Poor M. Du Bois fpoke not a2 word dur=
ing our walk, which was, I believe, equally
unpleafant to us both. 'We found all the
family affembled in the thop. Mr. Smith,
the moment he perceived me, addrefled him-
felf to Mifs Branghton, whom he entertained
with all the gallantry in his power. 1 re-
joice to find that my conduét at the Hamp-
ftead ball has had fo good an effe. But
young Branghton was extremely trouble-
fome, he repeatedly laughed in my face,
and looked fo impertinently fignificant, that
I was obliged to give up my referve to M.
Du Bois, and enter into converfation with
him, merely to avoid fuch boldnefs.

* Mifs,” faid Mr. Branghton, * I’m for-
ry to hear from my fon that you was n’t
pleafed with what we did about that Lord
Orville ; but I fhould like to know whae
it 'was you found fault with, for wedid all
for the beft.”

* Goodnefs ! cried the fon, ¢ why if
you’d feen Mifs, you’d have been furprifed
—the went out of the room quite in a huff
bike.?

< It is too late, now,” faid I, * to reafon
upon

149
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upon this fubje& ; but, for the future, I
muit take thg il muv to quelf that my
name may never be made ufe of without
iy knowledge. " May I tell Madame Du-
val that you ‘will do her the favour to ac-
cept her invitation 2
‘As to ' me, Ma'am,” faid Mr. Smith,

I am much obliged to the old I'ldy, but
I've no mind to be taken i in by her again ;

ou’ll excule me, Ma’am.”

All the reft promifed to come, and I then
took leave : but as L left the thop, I heard
Mr. Branghton fay, ¢‘ Take courage, Tom,
the’s only coy.” And, before I had walked
ten yards, the youth followed.

I was fo much offended that I would not
look at him, but began to converfe with
M. Du Bois, who was now more lively than
I had ever before feen him ; for, moit un-
fortunately, he mifinterpreted the reafon
of my attention to him.

The firlt intelligence I received when I
came home, was that two gentlemen had
called, and left cards. 1 eagerly enquired
for them, and read the names of Lord Or-
ville and Sir Clement Willoughby. I by
no means regretted that I miffed feeing the
latter, but pcrhaps I may all my life reg"et
that I mifled the former, for probably he
has now left town,=and I may fee him no

more ! ;
. My
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“ My goodnefs I cried young Brangh~
ton, rudely looki ng over me, = on ly think
of that Lord’s coming all thls way [ I’s m 1y
belief he’d got fomé order ready for father,
and fo he’d a mind to call and afk you if
I’d told him the truth.”

¢ Pray; Bcttv,” cried I, ¢
he been gone ¢’

““ Not two minutes, Ma’am.”

“Why then Tl la.y you any wager,”
faid young Branghton, ‘‘ he faw you and
I a-walking up H(;lbcrn Hill 1

“God forbid 1” cried I, impatiently 3
and too much chagrined to bear with any
more of his remarks, 1 ran up ftairs: but
I heard him fay to M. Du Bois, * Mifs 1
{0 uppifb this morning, thatI thmk 1 hud
better not {peak to her again.”

I with M. Du Bois had taken the fame
refolution ; but he chofe to follow me into
thc dmmc room, which we found empty.

“ Vous ne Paimez donc pas, ce gargon, Ma-
demoifelle I cried he.

“ Me!” cried I, “no, I deteft him!”?
for I was quite fick at heart.

“ Ab, tu me rends la vie!” cried he, and
flinging himfelf at my feet, he had juft
caught my hand, as the door was opened
by Madame Duval.

Haftily, and with marks of guilty con-
fufion in hisface, he arofe; but the rage
aof

‘ how long has



B YVELINA 231

of that lady quite amazed me! advancing
to the retreating M. Du Bois, fhe b%an
in French, an attack which her extreme
wrath and wonderful volumhty almoft ren-
dered unintelligible ; yet I underftood but
too much, fince her reproaches convinced
me the had herfelf propoicd being the objeét
of his affection.

He defended himfelf in a weak and eva-
five manner, and upon her commanding
him from her fight, very readily withdrew :
and then, with yet greater. violence, fhe
upbralded me with havmofedmed his heart
called me an ungrateful, defigning girl; and
protefted fhe would neither take me fo
Paris, nor any more intereft herfelf in my
affairs, unlefs I would inftantly agree to
marry young Branghton.,

Frightened as I had been at her vehe-
mence, this propofal reftored all my cou-
rage ; and I frankly told her that in this
pomtI never could obey her. More irri-
tated than ever, the ordered me to quit the
room.

Such is the prefent fituation of affairs, 1
fhall excufe myfelf from feeing the Brangh-
tons this afternoon : indeed, 1 never with
to fee them again.’ I am forry, however
innocently, that I have difpleafed Madame
Duval, yet I fhall be very glad to quit this
town, for I believe it does not, now, con-
tain

i
il
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tain one perfon I ever with to again meet.
Had 1 but feen Lord Orville, 1 fhould
regret nothing : I could then ‘have more
fully explained what T fo ‘haftily“wrote}
et 1t will always be a pleafure to me to re
collect that he called, fince T fAatter myfelf
it was in confequence of his being fatisfied
with my letter.,

Adieu, my dear Sir; the time now ap-
proaches when I hope once more to receive
your bleffing, and to owe all my joy, all my
happinefs to your kindnefs.

232 E

LB Ry R RN
Mr. Villars to Evelina.

Berry Hill, July 7.

T ELCOME, thrice welcome, my
darling Evelina, to thearms of the

trueft, the fondeft of your friends! Mrs,
Clinton, who fhall haften to you with thefe
lines, will conduét you directly hither, for
I can confent no longer to be parted from
the child of my bofom !=—the comfort of
my age !=—the fweet folace of all'my infirs
mities | Your worthy friends at Howard
Grove muft pardon me that I rob them of
the vifit you propofed to make them before
your
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your return to Berry Hill, for I find my
fortitude unequal to a longer feparation.

i

I have much to {ay to you, many com-
ments to make upon your late letters, fome
parts of which give me no little uneafinefs ;
but I will referve my remarks for our fu-
ture converfations. Haften, then, to the
fpot of thy nativity, the abode of thy youth,
where never yet care or forrow had power
to annoy thee ;—O that they might ever be
banifhed this peaceful dwelling !

Adieu, my deareft Evelina! I pray buttha
thy fatisfaction at our approaching meeting,
may bear any comparifon with mine !

ARrRTHUR VILLARS.

1

B T T EoR 2 RXVE

Evelina to Mifs Mirvan.

Berry Hill, July 14.

Y fweet Maria will be much fur-

prifed, and, T am willing to flatter

mylelf, concerned, when, inftead of her

friend, fhe receives this letter ;=—this cold,

this inanimate letter, which will but 11l ex-

prefs the feclings of the heart which indites
1t.

When I wrote to you laft Friday, I was

n
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in hourly expefation of feeing Mrs. Clin=
ton, with whom I intended to have fet out
for Howard Grove; Mrs. Clinton came,
but my plan was neceffarily altered, for fhe
brought me a letter,~—the {weeteft that ever
was penned, from the beft and kindeft friend
that ever orphan was bleft with, requiring
my immediate attendance at Berry Hill.

I obeyed,—and pardon me if I own I
obeyed without reluctance ; after fo long a
feparation, fhould I not elfe have been the
moft ungrateful of mortals ?=—~And yet; ==
oh Maria ? though I wifbed to leave Lon-
don, the gratification of my wifh afforded
me no happinefs ! and though I felt an
impatience inexpreflible to return hither,
no words,-no language can explain the hea=
vinefs of heart with which I made the jour-
ney. I believe you would hardly have
known me ;=—indeed, I hardly know my-
felf. Perhaps had I firft feen you, in your
kind and fympathizing bofom I might have
ventered to have repofed every fecret of
my foul; and then—but let me purfue my
journal.

Mrs. Clinton delivered Madame Duval a
letter from Mr. Villars, which requefted her
leave for my return, and, indeed, it was
very readily accorded : yet, when fhe
found, by my willingnefs to quit town, that
M. Du Bois was really indifferent to rﬂf,

¢
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fhe fomewhat foftened in my favour, and
declared that, but for punifhing his folly
in thinking of fuch a child, fhe would not
have confented to my being.again buried in
the country.

All the Branghtons called to take leave
of me : but I will not write a word ,more
about them ; indeed I cannot with any pa~
tience think of that family, to whofe for-
wardnefs and impertinence is owing all the
uneafinefs I at this moment {uffer !

So great was the depreffion of my fpirits
upon the road, that it was with difficulty I
could perfuade the worthy Mrs. Clinton I
was not ill : but alas, the fituation of my
mind was fuch as would have rendered any
mere bodily pain, by comparifon, even en-
viable !

And yet, when we arrived at Berry Hill,
—when the chaife ftopped at this place,—
how did my heart throb with joy! And
when, through the window, I beheld the
deareft, the moft “venerable of men, with
uplifted hands, returning, as I doubt not,
thanks for my fafe arrival,=—good God!
I thought it would have burft my bo-
fom! —1 opened the chaife-door my-
felf, I flew,—for my feet did not feem to
touch the ground,—into the parlour ; he
had rifen to meet me, but the moment I

appeared, he funk into his chair, uttering_

with
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with a deep figh, though his face beamed
with delight, *“ My God, 1 thank thee !

I fprung forward, and with a pleafure
that bordered upon agony, I embraced his
knees, I kiffed his hands, I wept over them,
but could not fpeak : while he, now raifing
his eyes in thankfulnefs towards heaven,
fiow bowing down his' reverend head, and
folding me in his arms, could fcarce’ drti
culate the bleflings with which his kind and
benevolent heart overflowed.

O Mifs Mirvan, to be fo beloved by the
beft of men,—fhould I not be happy ?—
Should I have one with fave that of merit-
ing his goodnefs ?=~~Yet think me not un:
grateful; indeed T am not, although the
internal fadnefs of my mind unfits me, at
prefent, for enjoying as I ought the boun-
ties of Providence.

I cannot journalife ; cannot arrange my
ideas into order.

How little has fituation to do with hap-
pinefs! T had flattered myfelf that, when
reftored to Berry Hill, I thould be reftored
to tranquillity : far otherwife have I found
it, for never yet had tranquillity and Eve-
lina fo little intercourfe.

I bluth for what I have written.' Can
you, Maria, forgive my gravity ? but I re-
ftrain it fo much and fo painfully in the
prelence of Mr. Villars, that'T know net
how
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how to deny myfelf the confolation of in-
dulging 1t to you. :

Adieu, my dear Mifs Mirvan,

Yet one thing I muft add ; do not let the
ferioufnefs of this letter deceive you ; do not
impute to a wrong caule the melancholy I
confefs, by fuppofing that the heart of your
friend mourns a too great fufceptibility
no, indeed! believe me it never was, never
can be, more affuredly her own than at this
moment.  So witnefs in all truth,

Your affettionate
EvevLina,

You will make my excufes to the ho-

noured Lady Howard, and to your dear

mother.

L E T T E R XV
Evelina in. continuation.

Berry Hill, July 23,

OU accufe me of myftery, and charge

me with referve: I cannot doubt but

I muft have merited the accufation s Tyet;
to clear myfelf,—you know not how pain-
ful will be the tatk. But I cannot refift
your kind entreaties,~~indeed, I do not
wilh to refift them, for your friendthip and
9 affection
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affetion wil foothe my chagrin. Had it
arifen from any other caufe, nota moment
would I hare deferred the communication
you afk ;—ut, as it is, I would, were it

offible, no: only conceal it from all the
world, butendeavour to difbelieve it my-
felf. Yet, fince T muft tell you, why trifle
with your inpatience ?

1 know rot how to come to the point;
twenty time have I attempted it in vain ;=
but I will frce myfelf to proceed.

Oh, Mifi- Mirvan, could you ever have
believed, tlat one who feemed formed asa
sattern for 1is fellow-creatures, as a‘model
of perfeétion,—one whofe elegance furpaf-
fed all defription, — whofe’ fweetnefs of
manners digraced all comparifon,—Oh,
Mifs Mirvan, could you ever have believed
that Lord Orville would have treated me
with indignity ?

Never, rever again will I truft to appear-
ances, —never confide in my own weak
judgment,—never believe that perfon to be
good, who eems to be amiable ! What cruel
maxims ar¢ we taught by a knowledge of
the world!—But while my own reflections
abforb me, I forget you are ftill in ful-

ence.

I had jut finithed the laft letrer which I
wrote to yau from London, when the maid
of the houk brought me a note. It was
given
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given to her, fhe faid, by a footman, who
told her he would call the nex: day for an
anfwer,

This notej=but let it {peak for itfelf.

“ To Mifs Anville.

* With tranfport, moft charming of th
fex, did I read the letter with which you
yefterday morning favoured me, Iam forry
the affair of the carriage thould have given
you any concern, but I am highly flattered
by the anxiety you exprefs {o kindly. Be-
lieve me, my lovely girl, I am truly fen-
fible of the honour of your good opinion,
and feel myfelf deeply penetrated with love
and gratitude. ‘The correfpordence you
have fo fweetly commenced I thall be proud
of continuing, and 1 hope the trong fenfe
L have of the favour you do me, will pre-
vent your withdrawing it.  Affure yourfelf
that I defire nothing more ardently, than
to pour forth my thanks at your feet, and
to offer thofe vows which are fo juftly the
tribute of your charms and accomplith-
ments. In your next, I entieat you to
acquaint me how long vou fhall remain in
town. The fervant whom I fhall commif
fion to call for an anfwer, has orders to ride
poft with it to me. My impatience for his
arrival will be very great, though inferior
1o
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to that with which I burn, to tell you, in
pcrfon, how much I am, my fweet girl,
Your grateful admirer,
ORrviLLE.”

What a letter! how has my proud heart
fwelled every line I have copied! What I
wrote to him you know ; tell me then, my
dear friend, do you think it merited fuch
an anfwer ?—and that I have defervedly in-
curred the liberty he has taken? I meant
nothing but a fimple apology, which I
thought as much due to my own character,
as to his 3 yet, by the conftruction he feems
to have put upon it, fhould you not have
imagined it contained the avowal of fenti-
ments which might, indeed, have provoked
his contempt ?

The moment the letter was delivered to
me, I retired to my own room to read it,
and fo eager was my firft perufal, that,—I
am afhamed to own it gave me no fenfation
but of delight. Unfulpicious of any im-
propriety from Lord Orville, I perceived
not immediately the impertinence it im-
plied,—~I only marked the expreflions of
his own regards and I was fo much fur-
prifed, that I was unable, for fome time,
to compofe myfelf, or read it again,~1
could only walk up and down the room,
repeating to myfelf, ¢ Good God, is it
poffible 2
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Orville 27

But this dream was foon owver, and |
awoke to far : ings ; upon a
fecond - reading, rery  word
changed,-——}t did 1

I;.then, floved . by Eord

L

look at '\\11‘;:)u* b ufhing : 7 altonifhment

was extreme, and it was {fucceeded @

utmoit indignation.
If, a;I am . Very r

( b}

Ienu in "'ntm_ to was It
for kim to punifh the error? If he was of-

t have been filent? If

fended, could he ne
he mowz'; e
not lxavé piti orance ? have con-
fidered my youth;, and allc wc\.i for my In-
experience,
(lh ;\Kuk J
this man 1. Wc
high -opinion
ow 1“& the . unfi
prompted my writi
tor ever repent !
Yet perhaps I

udged, fhould he

ave I been decei
1ve no power to tell the
him ;- to .that was

‘mt»,m which

citude I muft

wave rather reafon to re-
joice .than to, gricve, fir his affair has
fhewn me his real dup:;i 10n, and removed
that partiality, which, c overing his every
imperfection, left <,“W his virtues and gaod
qualitw expoled to view, LM the dece
tion .continued much ir , had my mi
Vor. 1. ’;;

4-t
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received any additional  prejudice in his
favour, who knows whither my miftaken
ideas might have led me? Tndeed I fear I
was in greater danger than T apprehended,
or can now think of ‘without tremibling,s=
for oh, if this weak heart of mine had been
penetrated with too deep an impreffien of
his ‘merit,~my peace and happinefs had
been loft for ever!

I would fain encourage more chearful
thoughts, fain drive from my 'mind the me-
lancholy that 'has taken poffeffion of it,—
but 1 cannet fucceed ; for, added to the hu-
miliating feelings which fo powerfully op-
prefs me, I have yet another caufe of con-
cern ;—alas, my dear Maria, T have broken
the tranquillity of the beft of men!

I have never had the courage to fhew him
this cruel letter : I could not bear {o greatly
to depreciate in his opinion, one whom 1

had, with infinite anxiety, raifed in it my-

fom; but your friendly enquiries have

drawn it from me; and

fince 1 know not how to account for a gra-
My greateft apprehenfion s, left he

felf. Indeed, my firft determination was to
confine my chagrin totally to my own bo-
i'now I wifh T had
made no concealment from the beginning,
vity which not all my endeavours ‘can €n-
tirely hide or reprefs.
fhould imagine that my refidence in Lon-
don
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don has given me a diftafte to the country.
Every body I fee takes notice of my being
altered, and looking pale and ill. T fhould
be very indifferent to all fuch obfervations,
did I not perceive that they draw upon me
the-eyes-of -Mr, Villars, which gliften with
affectionate concern.

This morning, in fpeaking of my Lon-
don expedition, he mentioned Lord Or-
ville. I felt fo much difturbed, that I
would inftantly have changed the fubjett 5
but he would notallow me, and, very un-
expeltedly, he began his panegyric, extol-
ling, in ftrong terms, his manly and ho-
nourable behaviour in regard to the Mary-
bone adventure, My cheeks glowed with
indignation every word he fpoke ;—fo latel
as I had myfelf fancied him the nobledt of
his fex, now that I was fo well convinced of
my miftake, T could not bear to hear hig
undeferved praifes uttered by one fo really
good, fo unfufpecting, fo pure of heart !

What he thought of my filence and un.
eafinefs I fear to know, but I hope he wil|
mention the fubje&t no more, I will not,
however, with ungrateful indolence, give
way to a fadnefs which I find infectious to
him who merits the moft chearful exertion
of my fpirits. Iam thankful that he has
forborne to probe my wound, and I will
endeavour to heal it by the confcioufnefs

| that
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that T have not deferved the indignity I have
received. . Yet I cannot but lament to find

1f in a world fo deceitful, where we
t fulpect what we fee, diftruft what we
, and doubt even what we feel !

B RAAETRR XXVIIL.
Ewvelina in continuation.

Berry Hill, July 29,

; ¥ Mult own myfelf fomewhat diftrefled

¥ 'Low to anfwer your raillery : yet believe
me, my dear Maria, your {uggeftions are
i thofe of fancy, not of truth. 1 am uncon-
i {cious of the weaknefs you {ufpect ; yet, to
difpel your doubts, I will animate myfelf
more than ever to conquer my chagrin, and

| 1 _‘: to recover my fpirits.
i You wonder, you fay, fince my hbears

RRALE

i es no part in this affair, why it fhould
i saake me fo unhappy ? And can you, ac-
quainted as you are with the high opinion
T entertained of Liord Orville, can you

1 (L ) :
it wonder that fo great a difappointment If
EEl i his charader thould affect me ? indeed, ha

fo firange a letter been fent to me from any
body, it could not have failed thocking me
how much more fenfibly, then, muft I feel

fuch
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fuch an affront, when received from the
man in the world I had imagined leaft ca-
pable of giving it?

You are glad I made no reply ; aflure
yourfelf, my dear friend, had this letter
been.the moft refpeétful that could be writ-
ten, the clandeftine air given to ir, By his
propofal of fending his fervant
fwer, inftead of having it d
houfe, would effe¢tually have p
writing. Indeed, I have an
moft fincere to all my
altions'; however foolifhly and blameabl
in regard to this letter, I have deviated f;
the open path which, from my eatlieft in-
fancy, I was taught to tread.

He talks of my having commencid 2 cor-
refpondence with him 3 and could Lord Qr-
ville indeed believe I had fuch a defign ?
believe me fo forward, fo bold, fo ftrai y
ridiculous ? I know not if his man called
or not, but I rejoice that I quitted London
before he came, and without leaving any
meflage for him. What, indeed, could T
have {aid ? it would have been a conde-

12C

x7
/3

fcenfion very unmerited to have taken any,

the leaft notice of fuch a letter.

Never fhall I ceafe to wonder how he
could write 1t.  Oh, Maria, what, what
could induce him fo caufelefsly to wound
and affront one who would fooner have died

T than
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than wilfully offended Aim ?—How morti-

fying a freedom of ftyle! how cruel an im-
plication conveyed by his thanks, and €x-
preflions of gratitude ! Is it not aftonifhing,
that any man can gppear fo modeft, who is
fo vain ?

Every hour I regret the fecrecy I have
obferved with my beloved Mr. Villars; 1
know not what bewitched me, but I felt,
at firft, a repugnance to publifhing this af-
fair that I could not furmount,—and now,
I am athamed of confefling that I have any
thing to confefs! Yet I deferve to be pu-
nifhed for the falfe delicacy which occalion-
ed my filence; fince, if Lord Orville him-
{elf was contented to forfeit his character,
was it for me, almoft at the expence of my
own, to fupport it ?

Yet I believe I fhould be very eafy, now
the firft (hock is over, and now that I fee
the whole affair, with the refentment it me=
its, did not all my good friends in this
neighbourhood, who think me extremely
altered, teaze me about my gravity, and tor-
ment Mr. Villars with oblervations upon
my dejection, and falling away. The fub-
jeét is no fooner ftarted, than a deep gloom
overfpreads his venerable countenance, and
he looks at me with a tendernefs fo melan-
choly, that I know not how to endure the
confcioufnefs of exciting it ¥

IS,



Mrs. ‘*eiv')n, a lady of large fortune,

who lives about three miles from Berry
Hill, and who has always honeured me
with very diftinguithing marks of regard,
is going, in a fhort time, to bn{’col and
has propofcd to Mr. Villars to take me with
her, for the recovery of my health, He
{eemed very much diftrefied whether to con-
fent or refufe; but I, without any hefita-
tion, warmly oppofed the fcheme, proteft-
ing my health could no where be better
than in this pure air. He had the good-
nefs to thank me for this readinefs to ftay
with him: bus he is all goodnefs! Oh that
it were in my power to be, indeed, what in
the kindnefs of his heart he has called me,
the comfort of his age, and folace of his
infirmities !

Never do I wifh to be again feparated
from him. If here I am grave, elfewhere
I thould be unhappy. In his prefence, with
a very little exertion, all the chearfulnefs of
my dilpofitien feems ready to return; the
benevolence of his countenance reanimates,
the haramiony of his temper compofes, the
purity of his charaéer edifies me ! I owe to
him every thing; and, far from finding my
debt of Oramude a wmoht the firfk pride,
arft plc“turc of my life is the recolleGtion
of the obligations conferred upon me by a
goodnefs {o unequalled.

L 4 Once

T
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Once, 1nde [/ th there exifted
1 . / 4»“" F pan A ¥
another,==who I tim 4 wintered @’er
) ')

1ave thone forth among his

ux,] the fame brightnefs
ignifies my honoured Mr.
ow fuperior in value

1 mere quicknefs
tion't a b[l’f’ htnefs,
merely (.muhtw
» admiration: from, the
fallies of *m: 1*\..“& refleéts  a real and
clorious luftre upon all ma nkind ! Ch how
“Ifcﬂ, was my fn@“‘ how 111 did I:judge!
how ¢ ;x'u:ily have 1 been deceived !

I will not go to Brift tol; though Mirs:
uLlW} is vcry urgent with me~-—but I de-
fire not to fee any more of the world; the
few months I have already paﬁcd in ity
have iced give me a dilguft even to
its name.

I hope, too, I fhall fee LoA d Orville no
more 3 acc uftomed, from my- firft ' know=
ledge of him, to uﬂurd mm as a being fu-
perior to bis race, “his prefence perhdps,

might ban ifh my refentment, “md I might
imget his ill conduét,—for oh, Mari a'——
T thould not know how to-fee Lord Orville
—and to think of difpleafure!

As a fifter I loved him,—I could have
entruﬁ:ec‘ him wi"‘ every thought -of ‘my
heart, had he ‘deigned to with my confiz
5 dence

fellow-cré
of worth v

‘ lxlt.} Sy © b
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dence ; fo fteady did T think his honour; fo
Sfeminine his d(lluiC\’ and -fo amiable his
nature! I have a thou fand times imagined
that the whole ftudy of his life, and Whom
purport of his refleétions, tended folely to
the good and happinefs (\f others :—but: I
will ta I\,—wntc —think of him no more!
Adieu, my dear friend !

I BT FoRBoR XK EX:
Fuelinag in continuation.

Berry Hill, Auguft 10,

OU complain of my “Lnu, my dear

Mifs Mirvan,~—but what have I to
write ? Narrative does not Oﬂ}r, nor, does
a lively 1magination fupply the deficiency.
Lhave, however, at prefent;{ufficient nat-
ter for a letter, in relatin > a converfation ]
had yefterday wun Mr. Villars.

Qur breakfaft had been tbe moft chearful
we have had fince my return hither; and,
when it was over, he did not, as ufual, re-
tire to his ﬁudy but continued to converfe
with me while T worked V"\"«*m;"'ir pros
bably, |d.ep fled all ¢
ciably, but for the entrance of a firmer,

he morning thys fo-
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who came to folicit advice concerning fome
domeftic affairs. They withdrew together
into the ftudy.

The moment I was alone, my fpirits
failed me; the exertion with which 1 had
fupported them, had fatigued my mind: 1
flung away my work, and, leaning my arms
on the table, gave way to a train of difa-
greeable refletions, which, burfting from
the reftraint that had fmothered them, filled
me with unufual fadnefs.

This was my fituation, when, looking
towards the door, which was open, I per-
ceived Mr. Villars, who was earneftly re-
garding me. ““Is Farmer Smith gone, Sir?”
cried I, haftily rifing, and fnatching up my
work.

“ Don’t let me difturb you,” faid he,
aravely 3 *“ I will go again to my ftudy.”

“ VWill you, Sir ?=I was in hopes you
were coming to fit here.”

“ In hopes !—and why, Evelina, {hould
you hope it ?”

This queftion was fo unexpected, tnat
Knew not how to anfwer it ; but, as I faw
he was moving away, I followed, and begged
him to return.  * No, my dear, no,” faid
he, with a forced fmile, ‘1 only interrupt
your mieditations.”

Again I knew not what to fay and while

1 hefitated, he retired. My heart was with
bim,
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him, but. I had not the courage to follow.
T'he idea of an explanation, brought on in
fo ferious a manner, frightened me, I re-
collected the inference you had drawn from
my uneafinefs, and I feared that he might
make a {imilar interpretation,

Solitary and thoughtful, I paffed the reft
of the morning in my own room. At din-
ner I again attempted to be chearful ; but
Mr. Villars himfelf was grave, and I had
not fufficient ipirits to fupport a converfa-
tion merely by my own efforts. As foon
as dinner was over, he took a book, and I
walked to the window. I believe I remain-
ed near an hour in this fituation, All my
theughts were directed to confidering how I
might difpel the doubts which I appre-
hended Mr. Villars had formed, without
ackmowledging a circumftance which I had
fuffered fo much pain merely to conceal.
But, while I was thus planning for the fu-
ture, I forgot the prefent; and fo intent
was I upon the fubject which occupied me,
that the ftrange appearance of my unufual
wactivity and extreme thoughtfulnefs, ne-
ver occurred to me, But when, at laft, ¥
recolected myfelf, and turned round, I faw
that Mr, Villars, who had parted with his
book, was wholly engroffed in attending
o me. 1 ftarted from my reverie, and,

L6 hardly
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hardy knowing what I faid, afked if he had
been reading ?

H: paufec d a moment, and then ‘replied,
‘‘ Yes, my child ;—a book that both' af-
fli¢tsand perplexes me !”

H: means me, thought I; and therefore
I male no anfwer.

* What if v we reac 1 it together ?” conti-
; you affift me to clear ‘its

2

I tnew not what to fay, but 1 fighed,
invountarily, from the hormm of my hcart.
He ofe, dm, approaching me, faid, with
emotion, ‘¢ My child, I can no }m.oer be
a fibnt witnefs of thy forrow;—is not zhy
forrew my {forrow P—and ought I to'be a
ftranger to the caufe, when I {o deeply fym=
yath{e in the effect:”’

“ Caufey Sir!” cried I, greatly alarmed,
wiat caufe 2==I don’t know,—I can’t

€¢

;7 faid he, kindly, * o un-
to'me, my deareft Evelinay
y whole heart,—it can have
f ch I will not make al-
lowencc. Tell me, therefore, what it is
that thus affliéts us both, and who knows
bu; f may fuggelt fome m cans of relief?”
U are 100, 100 g od,” cried I, great-
ly emoarrmru 5 ¢ but indeed I know ot
what you mean.”

f: I fGE,"
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i “Tfee,” faid he, ““it'is painful to' you
to {peak : fuppofe then, I endeavour to
fave you by ‘gueffing #”

“ Impoffible ! imyj

il 3 ea- 1)

gerly, “ no one lw.rg could ever guefs;

it ever i‘u*)poi\ I ftopped abruptly ; for i

I then recolleéted I was ackno ‘:Jg?ng ‘
fomething was to be gueffed : however, he

1g
noticed not my miftake.

““ Atleaft let me try,” anfwered he, mild-
ly; « Dcrnups[ may be a better (vl viner
than you imagine : if I guefs every thing
that is p'oo ble furely T mutt approach
near the real reafon. * Be honeft, then, my
{ love, and {peak without referve,—does not.
; the countr \,, after fo much gaiety, fo much
variety, does it not appear infipid and tires
fome

“No, ‘indeed ! I love it more than ever,
and more than ever do I wifh I had never,
never quitted it !

““Oh my child ! that I’ had” not per-
mitted the journey ! My judgment always
oppofed it, but my refolution was not proof
agaln{‘c perfuafion.” . .

I blufh, indeed,” cried I, *“ to recol-
leét my earneftnefs ;—=but‘T have’ been my
own punifher!”’
y ¢ It-is' too' late, now,” anfwered he, *“to
| reflect upon- this moye& let us enduv §
to avoid repentance for the time: to con :

1

an.!

~
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and we fhall: not have erred without reaping
fome inftrucion.” Then feating himielf,,
and making me fit by him, he continted :
“ I muft now guefs again; perhaps you
regret the lofs of thofe friends you knew in
town,—perhaps you mifs their fociety, and
fear you may fee them no more ?=—perhaps
Lord Orville i ‘

I could not keep my feat, but rifing haf,
tily, faid, * Dear Sir, afk me nothing more!
—for I have nothing to own,—nothing to
fay ;—my gravity has been merely acciden-
tal, and I can give no reafon for it at all,
Shall 1 fetch you another beok ?=—or will
you have this again2”

For fome minutes he was totally filent,
and [ pretended to employ myfelf in look
ing for a book : at laft, with a deep figh,
“1 fee,> faid he, ““l fee but too plainly,
that though Evelina is retucned,=-] have
loft my child

« No, Sir, ' no,” cried I, inexprefiibly
thocked, ‘‘fhe is more yours than ever!
Without you, the world would be a defart to
her, and life a bunthen ;——forgive her, then,
and,==if you can,~—condefcend o be, once
more, the confident of all her thoughts.”

“ How highly I value, how greatly X
with for her confidence,” recurned he,
“ fhe cannot but know;—yet to extort, to

tear it from her,~~my juftice, my affection,
both
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both revolt at the idea. I am forry that I
was fo earneft with you ;—leave me, my
dear, leave me and compofe yourfelf ;—we
will meet again at tea.”

““ Do you then refufe to hear me ?”

“ No, but I abhor to compel you. I

-have long feen that your mind has been ill

at eafe, and mine has largely partaken of
your concern: I forbore to queftion you,
for 1 hoped that time, and abfence from
whatever excited your uneafinefs, might
beft operate in filence : but alas ; your af-
fli¢tion feems only to augment,—your health:
declines,—your look alters,~—Oh Evelina,
my aged heart bleeds to fee the change l=—=
bleeds to behold the darling it had cherifh-
ed, the prop it had reared for its fuppert,
when bowed down by years and infirmities,
finking itfelf under the preffure of internal
grief !=—ftruggling to hide, what it thould
{eek to participate '—But go, my dear, go
to your own room,—we both want compo-
fure, and we will talk of this matter fome
other time.”

““QOh Sir,” cried I, penetrated to the
foul, “ bid me not leave you !=—think me
not fo loft to feeling, to gratitude—’

“ Not a word of thas,” interrupted he 3
“it pains me you fhould think upon that
fubject ; pains me you fhould ever remem-
ber that you have not a natural, an heredi~
tary
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tary right to'every thing within my powex9

I'meant not to %t vou thus,—1 hoped
to have foothed you |==but my'anxiety be-
trayed me to an urgency that has dift refled
y'OU. Comfort y /UltLlr my love, and

not but that time will ftand your
f (11/'1 all will end we 51 ey

burft into tears : with diffict
fo l“vorx {trained them ; for m

was ul;Pldfcd with a fenfe of it? own un-
worthinefs.  *“ You are all, all ;-rn,f"inu& 172
cried I, in a voice f “Tieele
as I deferve,—u as I am to repay,
fum kindrefs,—yet ) ul feels,—
thanks you. for it !
* My deareft child,” cried he, ¥ can®

not bear to fee thy tears ;—for my fake dry
them,—fuch a fight is tﬂ" much for me:
think of that, Evelina and take comfort, I
chqrre thee !

bay then,” cried I, kneeling at his
feet, ““fay then that you forgive me! that
you p1rdon my referve ,~—that you will
again fuffer me to- tell you my moft fecret
thoughts, and rely upon my prom! ife never
more to forfeit your confidence!—my fa-
ther | my protector !—my ever- honoured—
ever-loved—my beft and only friend I—fay
you forgive your Evelina, and the will {tu-.
dy better to deferve your goodnefs !”

He
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Fle raifed, he embraced me ; he called
me his fole joy, his only earthly hope, and
the child of his bofom!''He folded me to
his ‘heart, and, while I wept from the full-
nefs ‘of mine, with words of fweeteft kind-
nefs and confolation, he foothed and tran-
quilifed me.

Dear to' my remembrance will ever be
that moment, when, banifhing the referve I
had-fo foolifhly planned and fo painfully
fupported, I was reftored to the confidence
of the beft of men !

When; at length, we were again quietly
and compofedly feated by each other; and
Mr. Villars waited for the explanation I
had begged him' to hear, I found myfelf
extremely embarraffed how to introduce the
fubject which muft lead to it.- He faw my
diftrefs, and, with a kind of benevolent
pleafantry, afked me if I would let him
guefs any more ? | affented in filence.

*“ Shall I, then, go back to where I left
off 1”? N

 If=—if you pleafe ;—1I believe fo,=
faid I, ftammering.

“ Well then, my love, I think I was
fpeaking of the regret it was natural you
fhould feel upon quitting thofe from whom
you had received civility and kindnefs, with
fo little certainty of ever fecing them again,
or being able to return their good offices ?

’ Thefe

/ﬂ




258 B WE L LN A

Thefe are circumftances that afford but:me-
lancholy refleCtions to. young minds; and
the afietionate. difpofition of my Evelina,
open to all focial feelings, muft be hurt
more than ufual by fuch confiderations.—
You are filent, my dear ?=—=Shall 1 name
thofe whom I think moft worthy the regret
I fpeak of ? 'We thall then fee if our opi-
niens coincide.”

Still I faid nothing, and he continued.

“ In your London journal, nobody ap-
Jears in a more amiable, a more reipect-
able light, than Lord Otrville, and per-
baps——’

“ | knew what you would fay,” cried; I,
haftily, ““ and I'have long feared whereyour
fufpicions would fall ; but indeed, Sir, you
are miftaken : I hate Lord Orville,~he is
the laft man in the world in whofe favour
I thould be prejudiced.”

I ftopped 3 for Mr. Villars looked: at me
with fuch infinite furprife, that my own
warmth made me bluth, ¢ You bare Lond
Ouville 1 repeated he.

I could make no anfwer, but took from
my; pocket boak the letter, and giving it to
him, *See, Sir,” faid I, “how differently
the fame man can falk and write!”

He read it three times before he fpoke; and
then {aid, *“ I am fo much aftonifhed, that I
know
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know notwhat Iread. When had you this
letter 2

I told him. Again he read it; and, af-
ter confidering its contents fome time, faid,
“* I can form but one conjecture concerning
this moft extraordinary performance : he
muft certainly have been intoxicated when
he wrote it.”

“ Lord Orville intoxicated !” repeated
I; “ oncel thought him a ftranger to all
intemperance,—but it is very poffible, for I
can believe any thing now.”

“ That a man who. had behaved with fo
firict a regard to delicacy,” continued Mr.
Villars, ** and who,. as far as occafion had
allowed, manifefted fentiments the moft ho=
nourable, fhould thus infolently, thus wan-
tonly infult a modeft young woman, in his
perfect fenfes, I cannot think pofiible,
But, my dear, you fhould have inclofed
this letter in an empty cover, and have re-
turned it to him again; fuch a refentment
would at once have become your charatter,
and have given him an opportunity, in fome
meafure, of clearing his own. He could
not well have read this letter the next
morning, without being fenfible of the im-
propriety of having written it.”

Oh Maria ! why had not I thisiggought ?
I might then have received fome apology ;
the mortification would then have been /4is,
not
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not mine.  It'is true, he could not have re=
inftated himfelf fo highly in my opinion as I
had once ignorantly plaeed him, fince the
conviction of fuchintemperance would have
Tevelled him with the reft of his imperfect
race ; yet, my humbled pride might have
been confoled by his acknowledgments,

But why fhould I allow myfelf to be
humbled by a man who can fuffer his reafon
to be thusabjeétly debafed, when I amexalted:
by one who knows no vice, and fcarcely a
failing,~but by hearfay ? To think of his
kindnefs, and refle€t upon his praifes, might
animate and comfort me even in the mid{t
of affliGtion.” “ Yourindignation,” faid
he, “ is the refult of virtue; you fancied
Ford Orville was without faule—nhe had the:
appearance of infinite worthinefs, and you
fuppofed his chara&er accorded- with his
appearance : guilelefs yourfelf, how could
you prepare againft the duplicity of ano-
ther ? ~ Your difappointment has but been
proportioned to your expectations, and you
have chiefly owed its feverity to-the inno-
cence which hid its approach.”

I will bid thefe words dwell ever in my*
memory, and they fhall cheer, comfort, and
enliven me! This converfation, though
extremely affeting to me at the time it pal-
fed, has relieved my mind from much
anxietys
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anxiety. ment, my dear Maria, is
the foe of tranguillity : however I may err
in future, I will aever be J.ng':nllous in ac-
knowledging my errors. To. you,. and to
Mr. Villars, 1 vow an unremitting confi-
dence.

And yet, hmmh I am more at eafe, I
am far from wel : I have been fome time
writing this letter ; but I hope I fhall fend
you, foon, a m)rc chearful one.

Adieu, my {weet friend.. I entreat you
not to acquaint (.VLI‘L}OUI dear mother with
this affair ; Lord Orville s a favourite with
her, and \"hv fhould I publlfh that he de-
ferves not that honour ¢

Bl T E K XXX,

wvelina in continuation.

Briftol Hotwell, Auguft 28.

OU will be again furprifed, my dear

Maria, at h,cmof whence I date my
letter: but I have been very ill, and Mr,
Villars was fo much alarmed, hat he not
only infifted 1 HpoR; My accompanying Mrs.
Selwyn hither, but earneftly defired the
would haften he: intended journey.

3 We

/ﬂ
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We travelled very flowly, and I did not
find myfelf fo much fatigued as I expected.
We are fituated upon a moft dehghtful
fpot 5 the profpect is beautiful, the air pure,
and the weather very favourable to inva-
lids. I am already better, and I doubt not
but I Thall foon be well; as well, in regard
to mere health, as I wifh to ‘be.

I cannot exprefs the reluétance with which
I parted from my rtevered Mr. Villars:
it was mnot like ‘that parting which, laft
April, preceded my journey to Howard
Grove, when, all expeétation and hope,
though I wept, I rejoiced, and though I fin-
cerely grieved to leave him, I yer-withed to
be gone : the forrow I now felt was unmixed
with any livelier fenfation;-expectation was
vanifhed, and hope I had none! All that 1
held moft dear upen earth, I quitted, and
that upon an errand to the fuccefs of which
I was totally indifferent, the re-eftablifh-
ment of my health. Had it been to have
feen my fweet Maria, or her dear mother,
1 thould not have repined.

Mrs. Selwyn is very kind and attentive
to me. She is extremely clever; her un-
derftanding, indeed, may be called mafou-
line; but, unfortunately, her manners de-
ferve the fame cpithet; for, in ftudying to
acquire the knowledge of the other {ex, the

has loft all the foftnefs of her own. In re-
3 gard
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gard to myfelf, however, as I have neither
courage -nor dinclination te argue with her,
I have never been perfonally hure at her
want ‘'of .gentlenels; a virtue which, never-
thelefs, feems fo effential a part-of the fe-
male chqra&u‘, that I find mylelf more
awkward, ‘and lefs 4t eafe, with a'woman
who 'wants it, than.I de withia man.. -She
is not a favourite with Mr. Villars, who
has-often ‘been difguited at her unmerciful
propenfity to. fatire : but his anxiety “that I
thould - try the -effect ‘of - the Briftel waters,
overcame his diflike to committing me to
her care. Mrs. ‘Chinton is alfo here ; {o that
I fhall be as well attended as his utmoft
partiality could defire.

I'will continue to write to you, my dear
Mifs Mirvan,with ‘as much conftancy asif
I had no other correfpondent; though dur-
ing my abfence'from Berry Hill, my v lettens
may, per 1aps, be -Thortened on account of
the mintitenefs of ‘the j Jour nal which I muft
write to my beloved Mr. Villars : but you,
who know his expectations, and how many
ties'bind me tofulfzl them, will, I am fure,
rather excufe any omiffion to yourfelf, than
any neghgence to-him.

END QF THE SECOND VOLUME,

/\
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