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“ Jinnah Sahib is vain. ..

* India's political enemy Number One. ...
“ Byll in China Shop. . X

% Ie wants to become the Dictator of India. . .”
& prouder than the proudest of Pharos. .. J

« Would to God, he is silent for ever....”

“« . .-. the most insufferable man.”

"

“ Disruptor of India. ...”
. # He is an egoist who would own no equal. ..."
. he would let India go to hell for the sake of
his communal ambition. . ..”
“ Most unrelenting 1 in his fanaticism. . . .”
*To him a-Muslim is evgr more precious than °
« a'thousand Hindus. . .. ‘
* Arrogant and uncompromising. . . .”
" An essentially bad man. ..."

Precisely this * préudest of Pharos this most
insufferable man », this * fanatic ” thls “ egoist ”

thls India’s pohtlcal enemy Number One™ thxs
“arrogant and uncompromlsmg ”, this “
of India”, this " essentially bad man” s MY

LElf&DER I stand by him ; I will follow him : ; I
i lay down my life for him.

struptor
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The mere fact that Jinnah is the worst m3
alive in the eyes of Hindus is reason enough fo
me to Jook upon him as the Man of Mussalmans.

Why has he so steeply gone down in th
estimation of Hindu India ? Not very long agu
he was “an angel of peace™ and *an ambassados
of Hindu-Muslim unity." Why this fall? Be-
cause Jinnah says Muslims have a right to live in
India as Mussalmans and not as bond slaves of
Hindus. This is Jinnah's crime. This crime ha:
earned for Jinnah the deep gratitude of Mussalmanzs
that they never owed to anvone ever before.

Every Mussalman whose heart burns with the
desire of seeing the rebirth of Isfam in Indi
looks to Jinnah.

Y% \What has Jinnah done for Muzsalmans? When

such a question was put to a Turk abour Kemal
Ataturk he proudly answered : * Simply thio
Ataturk has pur Turkey back on the map of
Europe!”

Jinnah has done no less for Indian DMucalmans

It 1z now common km‘m‘lcdgc that right from
the time of the declining years of ninereenth
century, Buropean Power: were bent on i
membering the Turkish Empire. Complete pla
for sharing the booty were ready. 5o much
o that an Englishman who profeszed love oo

Tte Eaer ashked Turley " not to gricve over b

Catd
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impending disaster but cheerfully recede from
Europe.” The only question was, when ? Then
rose a man who said : * Turkey Shall Live.”
And she lives.

Pre-Jinnah condition of Indian Mussalmans was
exactly the same as Turks' before the advent of
Kemal. Leaderless, purposeless and goal-less, they
were content with being mere Nationalists. Which
when translated in the practical language of seventy-
five per cent Hindu majority versus twenty-five
per cent Muslim minority, only meant perpetual
slavery for Mussalmans. And thus would have
happened in India which the stubbornness of
Islam had not let happen since its advent in this
country.

Unlike Jainism, Budhism, and whatever other
isms that were born in India or came to India,
Islam alone refused to be drowned into the non-

descript, yet all-embracing and all-resolving, sea of
Hindudom.

Brahminism simply drove all these isms out of
India. And as a last blow to their existence, in
India at least, installed their prophets into the
gaddi of gods. Now Budha is one of the gods of
Hindus, but Budhism nowhere exists in India.
Much as Hindus liked this thing happen to Islam,
it did not happen. No doubt, Hindus reached
success to the extent of producing an Akbar, but
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no further. Every Akbar was followed by an
Aurangzeb.

Islam could not be blotted out of existence in
India.

But, in the post-Khilafat days, this hitherto-

never-happened occurrence was very near materia-
lising. Under the cloak of democracy, which meant
one man one vote, Gandhireached the nearest point
of dealing a death blow to theexistence of Mussal-
mans. With the cry of ‘flesh of our flesh and
bones of our bones' Gandhi succeeded in replacing
Islam as the first object of loyalty in the minds of
Mussalmans by Hindu Nationalism. In their
sisery and degradation, Mussalmans bepan to look
upon Islam as a religion which was at best a private
relationship between manand his God, completely
divorced from practical life, just the concept which
Wast had aceepted on the failure of Christitnty in
Europe.

The completeness of Gandhi's success in e
Tslamising Muscalmane could nnt be doubted when
a stalwart Pathan whose only mencure in Hie wae
‘Islam or Kufr® was scen wearning Khaldt and
Gandhi cap, fast learning to appreciate the cult a2
nan-violence. Such a staggering change in the
chatacter and make-up of Vaesalmone wws pever
canceivable,  Bue it had taken plice. The creds

e ennirely Gandhis.
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It was at this moment that Jinnah appeared
and cried a halt to the Muslims’ ignominious re-
treat to paganism. At first the Mussalmans who
had found a new idol of Nationalism to worship
were bewildered ; they did not like to part with it;
they had completely lost their sense of values
taught by Islam. But soon, very soon indeed, the
lone cry of Jinnah turned into 4 clarion call. It
was a call to return to the original nature of a
Mussalman. And they did return, returned in
their thousands and in their millions—and to-day
all the hundred millions of them are of one creed,
namely, Pakistan. Truly Igbal said :

Oldune Slam 3 s SLBIE 5 s S350
O ot S ol AE U 5 T oy Bl
How can the Muslim be overpowered by sticks
and straws,
May be he has.no longer the old vigour in his flame.

This change among Mussalmans is again not
simple. Ask Gandhi, he will tell you the change
is simply incredible.” He never believed it; even
now he believes it only reluctantly. His wonder
is great; his frustration equally complete. That
only speaks for how great is Jinnah’s tx':iun{ph
Gandhi is a true barometer of Jinnah’s success.
The story of this incredible change in Mussalmans
is the story of Jinnah’s work, mission and success.'

But Jinnah's work for Mussalmans cannot be

i
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truly estimated without having a peep inia the
recent history of Mussalmans~—without taking into
account the critical periods through which they
have passed to reach their present position in Indian
politics. I shall, therefore, touch on some of the
salient aspects of the recent Muslim history in
order to bring out the background against which
Jinnah started on tis stupendous work of reorganis-
ing Mussalmans into 2 separate and distinct
identity. If the reader bears with me in this
preliminary study of the situation Jinnah was called
upon later to handle, I am sure he will be hetterable
to appreciate Jinnah's mission in our times.

1§

AR ehe tesl grearnest ot the man (S 2aveed)

vonsives an she fasr shae he woes b e firer Iy Tae
Moslion whoofele the need of 3 fre-h ptirvtatien o

Pelam and wieked foo s, Br seraitiwe RUSGLLr

vois rhe fegst ot feary ve opee Ferm oape

e AL

T shall here consider only owo perieds which
I deem 1o bo the mest ertical through which
Mussalmans have had o pas, The finr peed
Legine from the duy of the consnlidanon of the
Britivh position in Indis und toominstes in the phe
of Jr Savvesd and the ‘u"mzm“ of the Athindn

L)

i
W 4 . ¢ NP , .
:‘Hi.s’ifa:‘n Daracue in JUn Thechotavtsrolo foornd
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~of this period is the policy of systematic suppression

of Mussalmans which the British pursued. This .

policy resulted in the levelling down of the nobility
of the Mussalmans almost to the state of fishermen.
No measure was spared to paralyse their position.
The tale is too long and I do not propose to relate
it. The condition of abject misery to which the
Mussalmans were reduced is mirrored in the
following petition which the Orissa Mussalmans
addressed to the Queen-Empress.

" Born of noble parentage (the petition runs)
poor by profession, and destitute of patrons, the
Orissa Mohammadans have been levelled down and
down with no hope of rising again....... The
penniless condition which we are reduced to,
consequence of our loss of former Government
service, has thrown us into such an everlasting
despondency, that we would travel to the remotest
corners of the earth, ascend the snowy peaks of
the Himalaya, wander to the forlorn regions of
Siberia, could we be convinced that by so travelling
we would be blessed with a Government appoint-
ment of ten shillings a week.”?

No wonder by 1870 the Mussalman houses of
Bengal had either disappeared from the earth or had

‘been submerged beneath the new strata of society '

which the new regime had developed. *“A hun-
dred and seventy years ago,” W. Hunter says, “it
was impossible for a well born Mussalma%i&

1Sir William Hunter : Indian Mussalmans. et

-
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Bengal to be poor : at present it is 3*110%: tmpossible
for him to continue rich.” Deprived of their land
by the enactment of Permanent Settlement Act)
driven out of the educational field by the substitu-
tion of Persian and Urdu by Enghsh, thrown
out of the Armv and debarred from entering the

Y

services,” the Mussalmans had feit complotely
lost.

This was one aspect of the British policy. The
other was of bountiful patronage to the Hmdn
brethren. * It was with the help of Hindus” say
Achyut Patwaradhan and Asoka Mehta, “thar
English overwhelmed the Muhammadans ;v:)m‘r,"
Thecommercialand Hindubourgeeisof Boagal were
used to crush the feudal Muslim aristocracy fhrreﬁ
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This policy was universally followed. The Jain
and Hindu merchants in other parts of India
vied with each other in helping the British to
establish their rule in this country.’

Is it then strange that this deliberate discrimina--
tion in the British treatment of Hindus and
Muslims caused a wide gulf between the two
people? The Hindus pushing onward and the
Muslims sinking down. So that we find by 1857,
while the socio-political movement of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, Ramakrishna, Dayanand and others
had awakened in the minds of Hindus, a conscious--
ness of their growing political strength, identity of
aim, singleness of outlook, the Muslims were at-
the bottom of degradation. It is an irony of fate-
that they had also to undergo the sufferings of the-
post-Mutiny barbarities. In their utter misery _
they hardly needed to be further pushed into the-
vast sea of degeneration, but they were.

Now it is admitted that the British wrath had
wrongly but fully spent itself on the Mussalmans..
Because it was thought that it were the Mussalmans
who were the instigators of the Mutiny. The
interpretations on that event have now suf-

*T. S. Shejwalkar in his Native Support of the British Dominion in
India says: .

** They were thought to be so important and treated with such con--
fidence that they had interviews with high British officials on the
very day of their arrival, just as men of high station go to receive a.
Governor or a Viceroy in these days,”
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Savyed saying of him on his death:  * Other men
have written books and founded colleges: but 1o
arrest, as with a wall, the degeneration of a whele
people—that is the work of a prophet.”  More
apt words could not be found to estimate the
services of Sir Sayyed to Mussalmans. It isindecd

like a wall that he stopped the dcgcncr‘.uu. of

Mussalmans.

Soon he busied himself in planning tor the
education of Mussalmans. He was convinced
that the regeneration of Mussalmans lay in educa-
tion and that too of Western type. He created a
storm of opposition by his idcas amongst his cwn
people, but he stuck fast to them. He was also
firm in his opinion that Muslim degencration wa-
equally due to the Mullas bigorted boycort of
English ideas and education and o founded the
great Institucion of Aligarh, which since thent the

LR TS

seat of Muslim political thoughts and tenn rent

movements in Islam,
There was vet ancther important apagt o
Muslim situation o which "ii* Saved dm’ atfwi
.

hie attention. (The stapemdous nature <0 >

v L)

N 13 ‘ YRS b
Savved's work makes it tmyp ssable o ooy .:
AI. R o~
. » rs L ¥ 2 L 14-
sise the mmporrance of any of st arparty
% H 4 4 L 1 .
chird aspect to which he Lrrended we o pohnod
E .b ~
H ’ * L ¥y x® 3 €%
We have marked thar 3 century-lms poe g
. [ prE ot
’mi patronage had made the Hmlue oo
- - I
+ * - . ,’ "55 . .
Tneir Encli-b educotion hwd m-do pliom Jder n
i T Aonoragttoe of rhe opoaners o U7
:ri %1:”‘ :% {::C :.,\\k& b arstiemt A% wakn
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Western concept of democracy. This awakening
had culminated in the foundation of the Indian
National Congress. The aim of the Congress, as
the circular issued for its first meeting put it, was
“ to form a native Parliament” to reply to the
assertion that ** India is wholly unfit for any form
of representative institution.” '

What was Sir Sayyed’s attitude to this develop-
ment? Far from being averse to political advance-
ment of the countty, he had many a time pleaded
for the organisation of Indian opinion “ to speak
out openly and honestly....... as to the justice
or otherwise of the acts.of the Government.” In
fact he had pleaded for agitating for their rights in
England and thus to apprise the British Parlia-
ment of their conditions, their rights and their as-
pirations. * Can you expect that body,” he once
said, “ to take a deep interest in your affairs if you
do not lay your affairs before it?” He wanted
this because he was sensitive to the racial discri-
mination that the British were indulging in. The
behaviour of English officers towards Indians had
often aroused his indignation.

* Now in the first years of the British' rule in
India, the people were heartily in favour of it.
This good feeling the Government has now for-
feited and the natives very generally say that they
are treated with contempt. A native gentleman is

in the eyes of any petty official, as that off1c1al
esteems himself lower than a Duke. T
of many of these officials is that no
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suitability or otherwise of circumstances, Muslims
haveit not. They mustsimply follow the majority
regardless of the involvement of danger to their
-existence. By his determined act, Sir Saryed
asserted the Muslims right to think for themselves.
He was not ashamed to profess his first fovalty to
Mussalmans and it was this supreme lovalty tr
Mussalmans which shaped his policy and
-programume,
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Muslims to despair.”?

Yes, it were these clouds which hovered over
the Mussalmans—clouds which had never clouded
the life of Hindus—which determined Sir Sayyed's
policy. Having rescued them from the clutches
of a century-long tyrannical policy Sir Sayyed was
loath to reopen the flood-gates of suppression on
the Mussalmans. For, to all intents and purposes,
Mussalmans were still political suspects. Any
course of action which sought to line them up
against the Government was suicidal. Hence the
Mussalmans—the great leader decided—should
take their own time to muster up <t1ength and
demarcate their line of action.

Moreover, Sir Sayyed did not believe in any
anti-Government agitation for a profounder reason.
Since the time the British became the paramount
power in India, Mussalmans had fashioned their
policy on the principle that India by virtue of
foreign rule had become Darul Harab and so they
should either migrate to some other land or turn
out the British. This anti-Government attitude
inevitably involved boycott of English education
and Western thoughts. - On the contrary Sir
Sayyed was convinced that the only way to break
the 500-year-old stagnation of Muslim' thought—
and which fact was most of all responsible for the
distintegration of Islam all over the world—was the

* The Rise and Growth of Congress.
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establishment of close contact between Islam and
Western thought and science. Unless reorienta-
tion of thoughtin Islam was effected after a patient
study of modern learning, the birth of a renascent
Islam was impossible. Indeed, he thought,
the Indian Mussalmans had the first opportunity of
boldly experimenting what the Mussalmansin other
Muslim lands governed by the un-Islamic institu-
tion of kingship could not do. It was by a move-
ment in thought that Mussalmans could receive
fresh impetus for action and new energy of life.
Motivated by this desired he was opposed to all
moves which would distract Mussalmans from
education, to the acquisition of which they had
not applied themselves too long ago.
Sir Sayyed’s attitude to the Congress was not
_worn of any hostility towards Hindus or feelings
of loyalty for the British, but solely for the reason
that he wanted Mussalmans to get the chance to
rethink their thoughts. Auny anti-Government
agitation in the case of Mussalmans would inevi-
tably throw them back to reactionary movements
against Western thoughts, apart from what it
would involve in sufferings for them. He would
not hazard that. And in that he was manifestly
correct. Thus Sir Sayyed Ahmad’s decision to
keep aloof from the Congress movement consti-
tutes the first and foremost step of Muslim seli-

determination in India.
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There was yet another snag in Congress politics
which did not escape Sir Sayyed's keen perception.
Schooled in Western thoughts, aspiring to possess
British political institutions, the Hindu leaders
were demanding democratic self-government.
What did it mean? It meant Government by the
people on the principle of election. One man one
vote. That is, majority rule, which is bound to be
of Hindus. What chance had Mussalmans to com-
petein such an unequal race? None. Therefore,
for the introduction of representative institu- -
tion in India as he stood, Sir Sayyed unhesi-
tatingly opposed the *election’ principle. Un-
doubtedly he was judging the whole question from
the Muslim standpoint and this is why he was
determined to see that the Mussalmans did not
embroil themselves in any movement which would
throw them to post-Mutiny conditions.

And did the Mussalmans listen to his advice ?
Let C. F. Andrews speak again :* .. .. his decision
to oppose the Congress and his advice to hold
aloof from it received after his death in 1898 almost
a religious sanction. In the north of India his
counsel prevailed and his verdict was quoted as
sacrosanct for a whole generation.”' The Mussal-
mans followed his advice as one man. The mani-
fest correctness of . Sir Sayyed’s attitude is
underlined by Maulana Mohammad Ali's reference

1 The Rise and Growth of Congress.
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may be said that the whole of the population of
England forms but one community. It is obvious of
course, that the same cannot be said of India. The

* system of representation by election meansthe represen-

tation of the views and interests of the majority of
the population, and, in countries where the population
is composed of one race and.one creed, it is no
doubt the best system that can be adopted. But, my
Lord, in a country like India, where there is no fusion
of the various races, where religious distinctions are
still violent, where education in its modern sense has
not made an equal or proportionate progress among
all the sections of the population, I am convinced that
the introduction of the principle of election, pure and
simple, for representation of various interests on the
local boards and the district councils, would be attend-
ed with evils of greater significance than purely econo-
mic considerations. So long as differences of race and
creed and the distinctions of caste form an important
element in the socio-political life of India, and influ-
ence her inhabitants in matters connected with the
administration and welfare of the country at large,
the system of election, pure and simple, cannot be safe-
ly adopted. The larger community would totally over-
ride the interests of the smaller community and the
ignorant public would hold Government responsible
for introducing measures which might make the differ-
ences of race and creed more violent than cver. My
Lord, I have dwelt upon this matter at such langth
in order to explain why I, a sincere admirer of the
representative system, have given my cordial sup-
port to such provisions of this Bill as appear to
militate against the system of election, pure an

simple. Government, in reserving to jtself the
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o . rrs of the
power of appointing one-third of the membgiinn the

local boards and district councils, is adopyarantee
only measure which can be adopted to Slsecuring
the success of local self-government, by , in the
and maintaining that duc and just balancé Indian
representation of the various sections of thyyre and
population which the system of election, }
simple, would fail to achieve. ‘ correct
We are now in a position to arrive at a ds the
appraisal of Sir Sayyed's attitude towar,pc o
Congress. Primarily he wanted the Mussaltl,. jos.
stand by themselves and work out theljs ,nd
tiny in the light of their own peculiar neg;almans
principles of conduct. Secondly, the Musf, . ¢
were not educationally and materially yet 4 ¢ in
condition to demand rights which they Wereoitical
a position to exercise. Thirdly, whatever p. g e
activity was necessary to engage in OUghKeculiar
determined in the light of Muslims’ own £y, the
position in India’s body-politic. It was { t}om-
first time that Mussalmans were adjusting,,¢ ,nd
selves to the requirements of modern tim, great
that could be their only attitude. It is icritical
fortune of the Mussalmans that at such a iencing
time when India was for the first time eXPeley had
political consciousness in modern sense, thi, t}eir
a leader of the genius of Sir Sayyed to guid
steps. tion of °
It was due to this fundamental clarifica pio ¢4
Muslim position that Mussalmans were
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organise themselves separately and demand the
right to be represented separately on the eve of the
introduction of Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909.

The Simla Deputation which was organised to
wait on the Viceroy Lord Minto to demand
separate electorates was immediately followed by
the foundation of the All-India Muslim League in
1906. With this ends the first critical period of the
Mussalmans.

Recapitulating the features of this period, they
are: first, the systematic suppression of Mussal-
mans and their consequent degeneration ; second,
its stoppage by the herculean efforts of Sir Sayyed
and the commencement of an educational pro-
gramme, and lastly and most important of all, the
laying down of an independent policy for the politi-
_ advancement of Mussalmans. The Muslims

"ere not only rescued from the wrath of the
British but also from submergence into Hindudom.

1

" To the Mussalmans, Swaraj means, as it must
mean, India's ability to deal effectively with the

Khilafat question.” —Gardh.

From 1906 to 1916, the Mussalmans maintained
their progress on an even keel. They were
fast making up their deficiency in education,
improving their material position and slowly but
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surely chalking out their policy in the political
field. .

This steady Muslim move towards sclf-deter-
mination met its full consummation in the Lucknow
Pact which the Muslim League entered into with
the Congress in 1916.

I say the Muslim move towards self-determina-
tion met its full consummation in this Pact, because,
so far, it were the British who had (through the
Government of India Act of 1909) recognized the
separate political identity of the Mussalmans ;
through this Pact the great Hindu community also
reckoned the Mussalmans as a separate political-
entity. Henceforth the Muslim League was the ac-
credited spokesman of the millions and millions of
Mussalmans, both where they had to deal with the
British and the Hindus and henceforth in it resid-
ed the incontrovertible right of the Mussalmans to
determine their line of thought and course of
action. This is the most important point in this
Pact.

Another important feature of this Pact is the
underlying identity of views of Hindus and Mussal-
mans regarding the political advancement of the
country. The Mussalmans, as much—if not more
—desired the independence of India as did the
Hindus. In the face of this Pact, it is indeed
surprising how in recent years the Congress pro-
paganda machinery had the audacity to declare the-
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.l\{ush'm ;eague a flunkey and pro-Government
‘organisation, while making out Congress a pro-
freedom organisation. The Pact shows in unmis-
takable terms that either both the organisations
-are pro-Government or both of them are aspirants
to freedom.

Now I shall pass on to the study of the second
-critical period through which the Mussalmans
passed before I come to the Jinnah Era. I reckon
this period from the date the Khilafat Agitation
“was started—that is 1919—till almost to 1934,

From the Muslim point of view, this period pro-
duced the most fundamental and revolutionary
change in their politics. That change consists in
this: while in 1916 we see the Muslim League
-entering into Pact with the Congress as the

*: guthoritative and representative organisation of
“the Mussalmans, in the inter and post-Khilafat
“ days the League is nowhere to be scen. On the

contrary the Congress emerges out as the most
powerful organisation.

How did this stupendous change come about ?
How was the quarter-century long effort to estab-
lish the separate political identity of Mussalmans
brought to nought ? The story of this change is
remarkable. And here I propose to relateit.  The
story makes for clarity of views on the Hindu-
Muslim tension as it arose since 1937fand as far as

I know. has not really been told.
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If I were asked to name one man who is the
author of this change, I shall not be found want-
ing in a quick and definite answer. The man is

Gandhi.
How ? I shall presently state.

What was the Khilafat Agitation? The objec-
tive of the movement was twofold ; to preserve
the Khilafat and to maintain the integrity of the
Turkish Empire. I am here not concerned with
the correctness or otherwise of the basis of the
movement.! All I say is that it was a great
movement. Never in the modern political history
of Indian Mussalmans were they so challengingly
.aroused to a consciousness of their unity of
thought in India. The movement unleashed an
unprecedented amount of energy among the
Mussalmans. But what it came to—that is the
question.

* Discussing the Islamic institution of Tjtihad in its application to
Caliphate, the late Allama Igbal says in Reconstiuction of Religious
Though n Islam ;

* Let us now see how the Grand National Assembly has exercised
this power of Ijtihad in regard to the institution of Khilafat. Accord-
ing to Sunni Law the appointment of an Imam or Xhalifa is absolute-
ly indispensable. The first question that arises in this connection is
this. Should the Caliphate be vested in a single person ? Turkey's
Jjtibad is that according to the spirit of Islam the Caliphate or
Immate can be vested in a body of persons, or an elected
Assembly. The religious doctors of Islam in Egypt and India, so
far as I know, have not yet expressed themselves on this point.
Personally, I believe the Turkish view is prefectly correct. It is
bhardly necessary to argue this point. The republican form of govern-
ment is not only thoroughly consistent with the spirit of Islam, but
has also become a necessity in view of the new forces that are set
free in the world of Islam.”
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League. Well what is done is done. The point
is how to undo it.’

And so the genius of Gandhi set itself to the
task of undoing what Sir Sayyed and his followers
had done, and the British and the Congress had
confirmed. Henceforth he was lying in wait,
scheming to achieve his objective.

He did not have to wait for long. There came
the Khilafat Agitation. Initsvast dimensions, the
Khilafat Agitation completely drowned the Muslim
League—the Muslim League, which nurtured in
Sit Sayyed school of thought, was pursuing a
line of consolidating the Mussalmans in India
without coming into conflict with the Government.
It was impossible for it to control the exuberance
"fthe Khilafatists. Henceforth the Muslim League
kad to resign itself to a subsidiary role—almost no
"role, but watch and see.

To Gandhi it was the chance of a life-time.
‘In a hundred years such a moment of uniting
Hindusand Mussalmans into a single nation would
- not come!’ So raced his thoughts. Muttering to
himself : * There is a tide in the affairs of
men. - .. ... he rode the tide of Muslim fury
against the British and directed it against the
Mussalmans themselves.

Joining the Khilafatists, he at once constituted
himself their leader. It was he who made the
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{hilafatists adopt the Non-Co-operation Move--
ment and it was the Khilafat Movement which
1sed it first. Congress merely endorsed what
‘he Khilafat Committee had resolved, namely, to
aunch upon a non-co-operation movement under
‘he personal guidance of Gandhi.!

This is the first point which is to be noted about
Sandhi’s tactics of converting the Khilafat Agita-
-ijon to his own purpose.’

He knew full well that nothing would come-
>ut of the movement. Only destruction and
lemoralisation were in store for the Mussalmans.
But wasn’t that just the end he had in view? And
that explains why he threw himself so whole-heart-
edly into the movement.

The Non-Co-operation Movement involved a-
gigantic boycott of everything British. Not merely
were the new voters urged to stay away from the
polls, and thus elect no members to the proposed
legislative bodies, but lawyers and litigants were to
avoid the courts, tax-payers refused to pay imposts,

1 Ambedkar in his Thoughts on Pakistan says :

** On the 9th June 1920 the Khilafat Conference met at Allahabad
and unanimously reaffirmed their resolve to resort to Non-co-opera--
tion and appointed an Executive Committee to enforce and lay down
a detailed programme. On 22nd June 1920 the Muslims sent a
message to the Viceroy stating that they will start Non-co-operation
if the Turkish grievances were not redressed before 1st August 1920.
On the 30th June 1920, the Khilafat Committee meeting held at
Allahabad resolved to start Non-Co-operation after a month’s notice
to the Viceroy. Notice was given on the 1st August 1920 and the
Non-co-operation commenced on 31st August 1920. This short
resume shows that the Non-co-operation was started by the Khilafat
Committee and all that the Congress Special Session at Calcutta did

was to adopt what the Khilatat Conferencebad already done .. .. . e
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BUT BY THE MUSLIMS. AFTER THIS RE-
SOLUTION THE MUSLIMS WHO WERE
OUTSIDE IT TROOPED IN THE CONGRFESS
AND THE CONGRESS HINDUS IN TURN
WELCOMED THEM.™ Thus, here was per-
formed the miracle which Gandhi’s predecessors.
could not perform in Sir Savyed's time. And
now when Muslims had joined the Congress, arose
the inevitable, but premeditated. question. Was
there any need for a communal organisation like
the Muslim League ? The answer was obvious:
None whatsoever except to please the Government.
So the deadly arsument took its birth. .

! Swami Shardil;x;a;nd records in Liberator of 22nd March 1926:-

* On sitting on the dais (Lucknow Congress platform) the firse thing
that I noticed, was that the number of Muslim delegates was propor-
tionately fourfold of what it was at Lahore in 1893. The mujority of
Muslim delegates had donned gold, silver and silk embroided chagar
(flowing robes) over their ordinarycoarse suits of wearing apparel.

It was rumoured that these ‘ chogas *had been put by Hindu moncyed
Of some 433 Muslim delegates only

men for Congress Tamasha.

_+ 2 30 had come from outside, the rest belonging ta Lucknow City,
And of these the majority was admitted free to delegates’ seate, board
and lodging. Sir Sayyed Ahmad’s Anti-Congress League had tried
in a public meeting to dissuede Muslims from joining the Congress ax
delegates. Asa counter-move the Congress people Jighted the whole
Congress camp some four nights befose the session began and adver-
t1sed that' night would be free. The result was thar all the
“Chandu Khanas " of Lucknow were emptied and a huge sudience

of some thirty thousand Hindus and Muslims was addresred from halt
Tt was then that the Muslim delegates were

a dozen platforms, t th
elected or selected, All this was admitred by the Lucknow Consrers
orfaniset to me in private.

“ A show was being made of the Muslim delegater, A Sloehan
delegate gets up to scconda resolution in Urdu. Ife begins : Hazarer,
I am a Muslim delegate.” Some Hindu delesate geey up an!
calls for three cheers for Muslim delegates and the responee is 22
enthusiastic as to be bevond description.™  (Quoted by Agebusflor s

Thoughts on Pakistan),



MY LEADER- 35

The Mussalmans have been charged with ap-
proaching the Afghans to invite them to invadé
the country. "The charge remains unproved.: But:
there was Gandhi breathing fire and brimstone for -
the cause of Islam. Answering to the Hindu
critics to whom the idea of Muslim alliance with-
Afghanistan was- galling, Gandhi wrote in his
Young India of 4th May 1921: *“I would, in a-
sense, certainly assist the Amir of Afghanistan if
he waged war against the British Government.:
That is to say, { would openly tell my countrymen
that it would be a crime to help a Government
which had lost the confidence of the nation fto
remain in power.”” This was an instigation to the
Mussalmans to go on in that direction. He knew "
the price the Mussalmans would have topayfor that.
He had read the histoty of the Mutiny not for -
nothing. That the Afghans would dare not flirt
with the idea of attacking India he was perfectly
aware. Not too long ago he had declared :
_ British forces are too well-organised to admit
of any successful invasion of the Indian Frontter.
Therefore, by declaring such intentions he was not
running the risk of encouraging the invasion of
his dear motherland, but was only making sure
that the Muslim conspiractors were properly dealt
with. Clearly, the evil intention was to perpet-
rate the post-Mutiny barbarities on theMussalmans
once again.
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merely to mark the ripeness of time for another
move ; to Gandhi, the real move. What was that
move? That move was to build up HINDU
NATIONALISM on the ruins of the Mussalmans’
separate political existence. Having destroyed the
self-determination of the Mussalmans, Gandhi now
began his real game in a subtle manner. (It is im-
possible not to pay tribute to the masterly crafts-
manship of Gandhi. But didn’t the Mussalmans
pay it with their life ?)

Gandhi’s purpose was to insinuate a different
objectivein the minds of the Mussalmans. Having
failed in his quixotic method of saving the Khilafat,
the Muslim mind was absolutely vacant. And
Gandhi_ proposed to put something in that empty
mind. And so we hear Gandhi express his
. “humble” opinion.

“ In mv humble opinion, atiatnment of Swaraj
1s the quickest method of righting the Khilafal
wrong, Hence it is that for me the solution
of Khilafat question is attainment of Swaraj and
vice versa. The only way to help the afflicted
Turks is for India to generate sufficicnt power to
be able to assert herself. If she cannot develop
that power in that time, there is no way vut for
India and she must resign herself to the inevit-
able. What can a paralytic do to stretch forth
a helping hand to a neighbour but to try to cure
himself of his paralysis ?  Mere ignorant, thought-



MY LEADER 39

less and angry outburst of violence may give vent
to pent up rage but can bring no relief to Turkey.”

So we see, a * paralytic " cannot do anvthing.
The only way to help Turkey is to be cured of the
* paralysis.” The logic is irrefutable. The only
flaw one may detect is in the time factor. Did
not the Mahatma know a yeat or so ago when
he launched upon his grand scheme to * right the
Khilafat wrong ™ that India was * paralytic " ?
If India's * paralysis™ was in the way of helping
Turkey, it was as much so in the beginning of the
campaign as towards its end. But this objection
holds good only if we presume the preservation of
Khilafat to be the overpowering end in view.
This end rules out the movement that was
undertaken, . But the movement was perfectly
justified from another end—the end Gandhi had in
mind —namely, the destruction of Muslim solida-
rity and their separate political entity as represent-
ed by an independent organisation and their
demoralisation by the inevitable failure of the
movement. This end was completely and con-
summately achieved. The achievement of this end
is manifested in the disunity, disbelief and confu-
sion that became the characteristics of the Mussal-
mans in the post-Khilafat days. The Muslim
organisation lost its command, the masses lost
their objective. And- that was Gandhi's most
glorious trophy.

7

L]
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."“ No power can enslave the mind and soul of
man. —dinnah

I have said enough to prove my contention that
Gandhi joined the Khilafat Movement to use it
for his own purpose ; to repeat, for the destruction
of that well-defined and separate policy which the
Muslim League had succeeded in building up for the
Indian Mussalmans-and #hich had found its con-
summation in the Lucknow Pact. It wasimmaterial
what the Muslim League decided; to side with
the Government or oppose it, to side with the
Congress or oppose it, or chalk out an altogether
different line of action. What was material and
important was the fact that the power to take
decision for the Mussalmans resided in a Muslim

ganisation. After the Khilafat Agitation it no
. longer remained in the power of the Mussalmans to
take decision for themselves. Then they were the
followers of others’ dictates. The very first effect
of Gandhi's joining the Khilafat Movement was
its complete subservience to his commands. Know-
ing fully that nothing would come out of the
agitation, he spurred the Mussalmans on and on
to the point of complete destruction, not destruc-
tion physically—it could not have been so dizas-
trous—but the destruction of their will and

their aims.



’ \\F
ER * v
- s
O N
.squizwfiex,w.w -
- e

PR Nt

Y

e R ok a

- et 7
. ;.
»

: .
! ot RO e
S,
¥, 1
e imatati b . - A ks e b b

———e

- B ¥

Qaid-e-Azam and Mr. Gandhi before proceeding to meet
the ex-Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow.
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If the British had practised a physical butchery-
on the Mussalmans in the post-Mutiny days,.

Gandhi performed the butchery of their souls in
the Khilafat agitation.

Comparing the two critical periods, namely, the-
- Mutiny and the Khilafat, the latter did infinitely
. greater harm to the Mussalmans than the former.
Whatever sufferings the Mussalmans went-
through in the post-Mutiny days, their faith was.
intact. It helped them to face the avalanche of
British tyranny with calm. But the Gandhi-
guided Khilafat Movement made them impotent
\ in will, faith and determination.
}

" Imagine these people who were out to fight and
die for Turkey, Khilafat and Islam—these people
who on the supposed conception that leaving.
their homes was the only way they could serve-
Islam had left them without question in as over-
flowing a number as 18,000~—these people who-
» had declared that if Khilafat was abolished, the-
Bti'gish would be putting an “undue strain on
their loyalty to the king"—well, these very people-
Whtan they emerged out of the cauldron of
Khilafat had thrown Islam to the winds; now,.
they were preaching the doctrine that religion
was a private affair between man and God, it had
nothing to do with man’s temporal side of-life.. .
The flamboyant Pan-Islamists had turned un-
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:‘aghamed worshippers of the country-tight nation-
-alism.  The pity of it Iago the pity of it !

Can a more staggering change in mentality and
-outlook beimagined ? Why should not the Hindus
worship Gandhi as the Mahatma ? He deserves
greater credit and greater reward. He had per-
_ formed what centuries of contact of Hinduism
-could not do to Islam. Gandhi succeeded in
reconverting Indian Mussalmans to the creed of
Hinduism—just the state to which every other
movement had been reduced in the all-resolving
bosom of Hindudom. To justify their stand, the
great Muslim Nationalists went to the extent of
interpreting the Quran to suit the biddings of
‘Gandhi. Budha was a god in the cosmopolitan
temple of Hinduism, why not a god of Islam have
.a place in it! No wonder Gandhi’s Hinduism
-embraced all religions.

It is enough to cast a glance at the stalwart
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan of the Irontier te
know what Gandhi has done to the Mussalmane. -
The fierce-looking Pathan no longer swears by
Islam and Kufr—heretofore his only measure of
men and things—but by Gandhi's non-violence.
Assalm-u-alaikum has given place to dandat—fold-
ing of hands! Gandhi’s hocus-pocus of ‘univer-
safism‘ has effaced the sharp contours of [::{::zz..
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan is a living example
of frustrated faith. And all this change cyme o



MY LEADER 43

a result of joining the Congress. If Congress were
only a political organisation, why this change in the
conduct of life? Surely political conversion
should not have induced a change in the Muslim
way of life. But this change was inevitable. For,
Congress is the name of Hindu cult and it works
for it. Once in it, you cannot escape the accept-
ance of Hindu cult. Of course, for your own
deception, you may give it even the sanction of
Quran, as indeed many great lights in the Congress
have done. Onecannot say wasit more todeceive
themselves or others, but the central reason for
this change remains to be the loss of faith. Jinnah
has correctly diagnosed their disease. “........
They do so because they have lost faith in them-
selves.”

What did Sir Sayyed fight against? Mullaism,
which was reactionary and the British Govern-
ment which was oppressive. What did Sir
Sayyed fight for ? To build up a separate politi-
cal entity of the Mussalmans and contact of Islam
with Western thoughts, because the political
liberation of Mussalmans from Western domina-
tion could be achieved only if preceded by a pro-
found regeneration of thought. Both these
fundamental points of Muslim regeneration were
brought to nought by Gandhi’s ﬂﬁdan,r»fa\gf
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motion of- the Hindu race, Hindu culture and’
Hindu civilisation and the advancement of the
glory of the Hindu rashtra and with a view to
secure them, the attainment of Purna Swaraj."
The Congress practised this profession in the’
shape of Vidya Mandir scheme, introduction of-
Hindi athwa Hindustani language, hoisting of
- tri~colour flags and singing of Bandematram.
Nationalism meant the communalism of the

majority.
Secondly, Mussalmans were completely disunit-
ed, confused and split. As we have seen in the
first Khilafat year, Mussalmans had trooped into
the Congress. They remained there. The Mus-
lim League was almost non-existent. Some of
its annual meetings were not attended even by as
many as would constitute the quorum.® Orher
mushroom organisations were growing. There
was complete lack of any coherent political

thought or programme.

Thirdly, the above description of Muslim
politics—or lack of it——contrasted sharply with
the powerful organisation of the Congress which
was now in a position to challenge the British as

a parallel power.
Fourthly, and here I want the reader’s attention
to be particularly focussed. when the L':am:_c
T Hinda Mabosobbn Abmedabad Session, 1937, )
t Allahabal, 1031 and Delhi, 1933,
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Before the election, the Congress was not too
sanguine about the success it later on actually
achieved and was, therefore, careful to strike some
sort of bargain with the Muslim League. The
leaders of the Congress and the Muslim League
had agreed to fight the election on a more
or less common platform. It was understood
that the Muslim League would, in the event of a
joint victory, be allotted two places in the
Ministry. But when the results were known,
‘there was a hitch. The League would be admitt-
ed to the Ministry only on terms, and after
lengthy discussion behind the scenes and in the
press, these terms were communicated to the
Provincial League leader, Mr. Khalig-uz-Zaman,
. by the Congress Parliamentary Sub-Committec.
: “The very first clause of those conditions demand-
. .ed that the “ihe Muslim League group in the
United Provinces Legislature shall cease to func-

tion as a separale group.”
To this published statement was appended the

short note: [t was hoped thai, if these ferms
were agreed to and the Muslim group of members

joined the Congress Party as full members, that
group would cease o €xist as a scparaic grouf
That is how the League, apart from being
denied the representative character, was sought 1o
be liquidated. Having succeeded in di%’&’:‘{fn_f{thr‘
bulk of the politically-conscious Mus:almans inte
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the Congress fold, these tactics were in the
nature of ‘mopping-up operations.'

Another *mopping-up operation' was the Mass
Contact Movement. Triumphantly Jawaharlal
declared on the occasion of the Convention of
Congress M.L.As. at Delhi in 1937 that there
were only two parties in the land—the Congress
and the Government. The Mussalmans were
entirely neglected ; they had been absorbed in the
great ‘national movement.” And to subdue the
turbulent elements vet cutside the Congress fold,
the weapon of Mass Contact Movement was

threatened to be used.

This is the short history of the CHANGE
and its concrete consequences for the Mussalmans.
Can any one now doubt as to the aim of
Gandhi in joining the Khilafat Movement? The
manner he conducted the movement speaks aloud
for his motive. The results that accrued from
the movement confirm his plans.

Disunity, confusion and complete lack of faith in
in Islam and in themselves were the prominent
characteristics of Mussalmans after the Khilafat
agitation.

The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries saw a
great renascent movement take its birth in Islam.
Abdul Wahab in Arabia raised the banner of
revolt against the encrustation of Islamic teach-
ing. ‘Back to the purity of Islam’ was his cry.
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This was a “mighty protest ‘against - the alien
paganism which had crept into the Islamic polity.
The repercussions of this movement were world-
wide. Algeira rang with the clarion call of
Sanyyusi. Soudan with that of Mehdi. And
India with that of Sayyed. Ahmad Brelvi. In
India; Sayyed Ahmad wanted to remove the thick
éncrustation of Hinduism which had covered the
teachings of the Prophet and hid from view the
pure simplicity of Islam. -Thus he filled the
Indian air with a fresh zeal for return to ‘Islam.’

This movement had continued to work. It had
not stopped with the fall of Sayyed Ahmad on
the plain of Balakot.! Sir Sayyed was imbued with
the same spirit, but only wanted to reorientate

Lthe Islamic thought in the light of modern times.
"And with the establishment of Aligarh College

and the Muslim League his work had continuad.

But what do we sec in the post-Khilafat days ?
That the * Back to Islam ' cry was drowned in the
universalism of Hinduism., While the leaders of
Islam all over the world—Sayved Ahmad's move-
ment as shown was merely an offshoot of that
world movement—were consumed with the urge
to purify Islam of its alien influences, the post-
Khilafat day Mussalmans were willing to liquidate
the very existence of Islam.

Mazara Dirsrice,
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The move to regenerate Islam had, through. the
good offices of Gandhi, degenerated into a
denial of its existence. Theaim of rescuing Islam
from the clutches of Hinduism had degenerated
into throwing it into the bosom Hinduism.
Indeed, Gandhi’s religion embraced all religions.
Post-Khilafat Mussalmans are a testimony to the
fact.

That is what Gandhi did to the Muslim
thought. From regarding Islam as the only and
the final system of life, the Muslims had come to
see no difference between Hinduism and Islam.
Gandhian ‘universalism’ had taken a complete
possession of their minds.

This hocus-pocus of. ‘universalism is well ex-
posed ‘by a Christian writer who resents Chris-
tianity being compared to Hinduism—this reac-
tion is provoked by that perversion of thought
which makes out Gandhi as a modern Jesus
Christ. Says he:

*“There are. millions of amiable, loose thinking
men and women in the West who glibly accept
the idea of the ‘Universality of Religion’ who
choose to regard all religions as merely different
aspects of the same Great Truth. Romain Rolland,
.for instance, spent the greater part of his life
propagating them. To these people, Hinduism
and Christianity are merely rays of llght
sparkle from the facets of a si~
they are drops from the same
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Universal Ocean. There is an almost inexhausti-
ble stock of cheap metaphors at the disposal of
* Universal Religionists.’

Contrasting Hinduism with Christianity he

says :

" The symbol of Christianity is the figure of our
Lord on the cross—the figure of a perfect Man,
who, even if we deny him divinity, has given the
world its most beautiful legend and its most exalt-
ed code of conduct.

The symbol of Hinduism—or rather, the most
widely revered of its many symbols—is the figure
of Ganesh, half man and half elephant.

* 4 %

** Christ on his cross, giving to the world a last
shining phrase—' Forgive them for they know
not what they do’'—~QGanesh in his cave, twisting
his trunk, riding in a chariot driven by a mouse.
Can any but a fanatic seriously contest that these
two symbols are worthy of equal honour in the
Hall of Universal Religion ' ? ™!

S

Thus to Beverly Nicholos—for that is the
writer whom I have quoted—the very idea of any
similarity between Hinduism and Christianity is
revolting, while to the Mussalmans, Hinduism and
Islam were made to appear as in perfect accord and

harmony,

A greater pecversion in the mentality

of the Mussalmans could not be imagined.
This brings out the fundamental change which

Gandhi had brought

about in the Mussalman:

through his guidance of the Khilatar Agitation.

Ao

e T

Y Perdier on Indsa,
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And it is with this background of defeated
Mussalmans that we have now to determine the
value of yet another CHANGE-—nay a revolution
—which came to pass in their minds.

\Y%

* Qur watchword should be: Faith. Unity and
Discipline.” —dinnah

By the year 1934, the Hindu occupation
of the Muslim mind was almost complete. Trium-
phant Hindu hordes were busy shepherding the
disunited, confused and demoralised bands of the
Mussalmans into the fold of Hindudom. THERE
WERE ONLY TWO PARTIES IN THE
LAND—THE BRITISH AND THE CON-
GRESS—such was the pitch of exubérance of
the Hindu conquerors in 1937 and lo! there
arose from historic Lucknow a band of
warriors yet asserting the integrity of Islam.
THERE WAS A THIRD PARTY ALSO IN
INDIA—THE MUSSALMANS—that was the
battle cry of this band. Free Islam lived, it
would live. Islam could never own defeat at the
hands of any—much less Hindudom. Small in
number, but firm in resolve, disciplined in
thought and clear in their aim, the band was led
by the sixty-year young general Mohammad Ali

Jinnah.
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"2 Jinnah - repeated: the performance of Sir
Sayyed He “erécted himself like a high, strong
wall which would simply not let the Muslim
degeneration go any further. In vain the Hindu
hordes attacked the wall. It stood strong and
high, much too high for their petty designs to
overcome it. On this side of the wall, reorgani-
sation work took shape, and soon the Mussalmans,
under the green crescent-bearing banner of Islam,
fresh in enthusiasm and happy with their new-
found faith, were up against all odds.

Jf I were asked to say what has Jinnah done to
the Mussalmans and for the Mussalmans, I would
answer the question in justeight words. HE HAS

" .GIVEN THEM BACK THEIR LOST FAITH.
T hat is all he has done. It was their loss of faith
< which drove the Mussalmans into the fold of
Hindudom and it is their newly-acquired faith
which has yet brought them back from the brinlk
of ruination. “I want the Mussalmans to belicve
in themselves (Jinnah cried) and take their
destiny in their own hands. We want men of
faith and resolution who have the courage and
determination and who would fight single-handed
for their convictions though at the moement the
whole world may be against them....... 7

Mark the word faith, History has no
instance to quote of a people ever bt
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triumphant on the score of numbers. It is
always faith—the ideca of something to live for
and dic for—that sustains a people in the darkest
hour of their struggle and ultimately lcads to
victory.

In our own times. The Nazi hordes were
repelled from the shores of Britain not by any
great soldierly skill, or superiority of mechanical
equipment—it was simply nowhere. The British
invincibility was just due to the birth of a faith
in themselves and in their way of life. It was
their overpowering realisation that under Nazis
they would not be able to live their life as they
conceived it, plus their reborn faith in their
ideology, that made the people of Britain win the
Battle of Britain.

What was this retreat from Stalingrad ? Do
you ascribe it to the Russian superiority of arms?
Well, you may think so. But not the Russians.
To them it was a great test of their faith. It was

again the faith of Russians, in what they were
fighting for and dying for, that drove the two

hundred Nazi divisions from the very streets of
Stalingrad. And to-day Stalingrad breathes free
air, not owing to any mechanical superiority in
arms, nor even the blunder -of the Nazi generals,
but owing to the sheer faith of Russians in
themselves. The strength which their faith gave
them made them unconquerable.
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And the same faith which had once made the
Mussalmans arise from the obscurity of Arabia
and triumph over half the civilized world was set
to work again. Jinnah's part in India completely
fits in the grand movement of regeneration
which is sweeping over the world of Islam.
Jinnah has unleashed that pent-up energy to
reorientate thought in Islam which had become
moribund due to the deadly anti-Islamic in-
fluence of Gandhi in the Khilafat dayvs. Only
its direction is more sure than it was in the days
of Sayyed Ahmad and Sir Sayyed.

Under Jinnah's leadership to-day the Mussal-
mans desire to pattern their life on the principles
of Islam in complete independence of Hinduism.
“ Achieve Pakistan or perish "—that is Jinnah's
"war cry. So that it is not merely the freedom of
the land that now a Muslim stands for ; he stands
for the freedom of the operation of the ideology
and system of Islam. To him now the freedom of
the land is meaningful only if it censures freedom
for the operation of the ideology of Islam. The
freedom of the land is useful or otherwise toa

Mussalman in strict proportion to what it guaran-
tees in the way of his living the life of a Mussalman,

Otherwise, to him, the domination of the Hindus
is as abominable a thing as the domination of the
British, in some respects even more 0.

By virtue of his putting this ¢

*
*
fear~cut
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objective before the hundred million Indian
Mussalmans and inexorably working towards its
fulfilment, Jinnah has become the greatest living
architect of modern Islam. That only makes out
how great was Gandhi the enemy of Islam to whom
Jinnah embodies his very complete frustration.
That is why I said Gandhi was the true
barometer of Jinnan's success. He is.
Jinnah's greatness lies in his peerless charac-
ter. His character has given the Mussalmans a
destiny. But for him, the Mussalmans should have
remained charterless on the sea of India’s most
crucial years. But for him the ship of Muslim
India would have wrecked against the fierce
waves of Gandhism. Indeed, he appeared none too
soon to captain the ship to safety.
Jinnah has the idealist and the practical
" politician combined in him—a rare combination.
He stands for the reorientation of Islam and
regeneration of the Mussalmans—that is his ideal.
And by his sheer tenacity of purpose and his steel-
like hold on the realities around him, he has been
able to forge a definite way towards his ideal. It
is hardly a matter of a decade and he has
completely galvanised the scattered forces of Indian
Islam into a well-knit and indivisible whole.
Clear in his aim and confident of his power, to-
day Jinnah stands on the threshold of a great
tevolution: He is indeed a rare p
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i

vain I look for someone to compare with him.
Perhaps the only man who can be compared with
him is LENIN. Both have the gift of idealism
and a great practical mind. One brought about a
revolution, the other is going to. The two revolu-
tions may however be different in nature,
profundity and everlastingness.

Were there a man like Jinnah before the
Muslim Spain went down to the Christian
Powers in Europe, may be, there were still a
Muslim Spain on the map of Europe.

Jinnah is the only consummate politician
that the Muslims have produced since the time of
their fall-—and that date I reckon from the day
when Tippu fell on the plain of Seringapatam in
1799—who can hold his own against all the tower-
ing personalities of the modern times. It may be
a misfortune for a peeple to produce so fewa
leader but that is a fact in the modern history of
the Mussalmans. Jinnah has the supreme gift of
clearly knowing his aim; he is aware of his
surroundings, he has a deep knowledge of the pro-
blems that confront him ; and he has the imagt-
nation to plan his move, to choose the right
course of action and when chosen, to bring mto
play that stecl-like and dynamic determinuiion
which knows no defeat, no retreat and no com:
promise. He simply must get ahead. I:Qz% e
working of these qualitics, rarely endowad

13
i
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single individual, that have given the hundred
million Mussalmans their present singleness
of outlook. The national and political conscious-
ness of the Hindus is the result of a century-
long effort of a galaxy of great Hindu leaders.
But the Muslims' consciousness of their national
and political individuality is the work of ONE
MAN, and that too, within the short space
of seven years. Not half-centuries, not cven
decades, but just seven short years.

Again, it is not only on the score of duration
that the work of Jinnah is to be adjudged. There
is the inevitable factor of the background.
For two hundred years the Hindus were on
the onward march, educationally, economically
and in point of national consciousness. On the
contrary this long period is a big gap of re-
trogression for the Muslims. The little conscious-
ness that they had developed in the short period
of ten years—from 1906 when the League was
formed to the Lucknow Pact in 1916—had been
uprooted by the Gandhian storm. So that when
Jinnah picked them up in 1934-35, the Mussalmans
were truly NO MAN'S LAND. It isin this NO
MAN'S LAND that the indefatigable Jinnah
ploughed his lonely. furrow. To-day that NO
MAN'S LAND is fruitful and bears the un-
mistakable name of PAKISTAN. Thus Pakistan
not merely embodies certain tracts of land, or the
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ideology of the Mussalmans, or even the renascence
-of Islam, but it also embodies the seven years'
ceaseless work of Jinnah. No leader of modern
times was faced with odds so forbidding as Jinnah

‘had to face.
What is the secret of his greatness ?

Firstly, his personality. While the enemies
dubb him arrogant, even some of his uncriti-
-cal followers regard him stern. If the cnemies
call him arrogant, their purposc is to discredit
him in the public eyve, but his friends do so
merely because they have no minds of their own.
For, as a man, Jinnah has few ecquals. His
. 'warmth of feeling and affection of heart arc
unmistakable. Indeed he is the very soul of high
brecding and politeness. But Jinnah possesses the
rare quality of knowing his mind and being true
to what he has in mind. He is not one of those
common people who blow hot and cold at the
same time. He is not one of those lukewarm
fellows who would agree and disagree at the same
moment ; who would seck to please everybndy
lest they hurt anv. Not knowing what they
want and what they profess, this species would,
in pretension to gentlemanliness, comprannse
with any one on anything, Undoubtedly, there
people are popular,  Allthe same t%my are ':«'c:“i:'ffa“‘l-‘:"
people. Jinnah is the exact opposite of tfl!i«‘ﬁt}“}:ﬂ‘
of goody goody gentlemen. He s rofreshingy
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unique in knowing what he wants and
meaning what he says. Since he knows his
mind, he can always, at a certain point, call halt
to agreements and compromises. He knows how
far he agrees and where he disagrees. And
he has the courage to declate it. Indeed, if
Gandhi is inimitable in hiding things, Jinnah is
incomparable in speaking his mind in clear
terms. No one can be deceived by Jinnah.
He is transparently sincere in his thoughts, aims
and their expression. No wonder, he is the des-
pair of all hypocrites and sycophants.

Jinnah is the sworn enemy of adventurer
leaders whose sole aim is to exploit the ignorant,
sentimental people. The Mussalmans have had
them in quite a number in the chaotic days after
the Khilafat. Any slogan which could draw
some people arqund would be used to gain cheap
applause. These adventurers had no objective,
no programme. IThey began and ended with
some notoriety. But it did incalculable harm to
the people. In their confusion of thought,
the Mussalmans would follow any in the hope he
would be their saviour, till disastrous results.
would turn them into confirmed pessimists and
indifferent onlookers of the drama of Indianf
politics. Thus the confusion created by Gandhi~
was infinitely more confounded by these adven-
turer leaders. Jinnah provided a sharp con-
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trast to this type. “ Think hundred times before
you take any decision, but once a decision is
taken, stand by it as one man.” This was entirely
a new call. The adventurers would never risk
the people think, for if they did, who would
follow. Their only chance of having their way
and grinding their axe was to hypnotise the
people into the blind alleys of emotional thought-
lessness. Jinnah was a totally different man.
Honest to the last fibre of his being, he would not
utter anything he did not mean and would not
accept anything which he did not agree ro.
Gandhi was the last man to expect such a
phenomenon in Muslim politics. Adventurers
were just the type Gandhi Iiked. Through
them—purchasable commodities as they were—
he could easily hoodwink the Mussalmans,

*

Jinnah is the very quintess of qualitics
Islam expects cvery Mussalman to cultivate.

He would suffer no nonsense, he would employ
no underhand means to deceive anvone.

Voteiy eloney o JUEUI e oY iz his true doscription.
He recognises an enemy when  he  moers
one and addresses him a:z: such, He Jdoos
not invent new meanings of ordinary comman
words to mislead his readers and listeners He
c}cariv says: " Polities is  power: withnaut

T Cneempromieng 2 an  fell el zhe skt

FUntamypra: -w*m 1o t‘ ¢ zw;; men

ssman e losrs for ki peen f2ln L J00y orgn
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power there can be no agreement, there can be no
peace.” He is not a war-monger, but he does not
believe in the hocus-pocus of pacifism and non-
violence. For instance, it would be impossible for
him to pretend to cry over the bombing of the
Westminister Abbey and launch upon the * open
rebellion ” soonafter. Hedoesnothing of the kind.
If he means to fight he will say so. Referring to a
speaker who professed pacifism while speaking on
the Criminal Law Amendment Bill in the Central
Legislature, he openly declared: * One member
said that he stands for pacifism. We have got in
every country cranks and crooks who 'stand for
pacifism. I want nothing but entire pacifism all
over the world. There should be no war
There should be peace and plenty all over the
world. I have no objection of any kind if all
wars are banned. I am not now concerned with
those Honourable Members who believe in
pacifism. For myself, it is not a question of
 belief in pacifism or not believing in pacifism.
I belicve in saving my neck if I am in danger. I
do not want to hurt anybody. I want to be a
very good man, but it does not follow that every-
body in this world is good and does not want to
hurt me. Therefore, I say that it is really not a
question of pacifism or non-pacifism. As practi-
cal men are we going to defend ourselves or not?
That is the question. I say I am going to defend
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myself.” On the same issue the great Mahatma
would have said, he would not even kill a fly. He
would be non=violent. 'He would not co—operatc
with.the Japanese. He would give them no shelter,
He would-even refuse them water and so 6n. But
actually he would: follow this pacifist declaration
with the campaign of cutting wires, removing
rails,. burning houses, pohcgz statzon-, and causing
untold havoc. ' '

Why do1 bringin Gandh1 ? Becduse contrasts
help much in making meanings clear. Jinnah and
Gandhi represent’ two opposite idecologies, two
opposite frames of mind, two opposite lines of
conduct, and two very opposite directions.

While Gandhi represents the spirit of Hindu-

“ism, Jinnah ‘Tepresents the spirit of Islam. And
never the twain shall meet. -

Jinnah has been hammering this pomr from
the time he took charge of the renascent move-
ment in the Indian Islam. By his thoughts, by his
actions and the people he leads he has .been at
pains to make it clear to the Western world that
it should not commit the blunder of regarding the

Indeed no other man could bave

two as one.
the

represented the contrast of Istam  against

Hinduism of Gandhi as did Jinnah,

Another illustration in contrast
would address any person in the opposive
his own, as shriyul, jm,m'; dear ?*:rr‘uw-.'ﬁ,u
exercised wver the mg,aﬁim Mmoo
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used for Jinnah. By this ingratiating gesture he
makes himself out to be a magnanimous person
whose spirit of humility and accommodation
knows no bound. Jinnah never strains for effect.
His only care is to be straightforward and under-
stood. Mincing words is not his forfe. When
Abul Kalam Azad wanted to approach him
as representing the Congress, Jinnah had not the
least hesitation in telling him: *“ YOU ARE A
SHOW BOY OF THE CONGRESS, GIVE IT
UP.” He cannot suffer humbug, much less what he
regards treachery to the Mussalmans. That is the
difference. While one can't make out the mean-
ings of Gandhi's statements, Jinnah’s mind is open
to the full view of the public.

This is Jinnah—clear and definite, true and
frustworthy, both to his followers and to his
opponents. He is something more. He is calm
and courageous, quiet and dignified. He would
never lose his poise and balance of mind in the
~ face of the greatest provocation. When he took

up the cudgels on behalf of his people and asserted

the presence of the third party—THE MUSSAL-
~  MANS—and not only made this assertion but
‘actually brought the scattered Mussalmans into
. the fold of one organisation, with a definite and
well-defined policy which spelt the ruin of the

ALL-INDIA REPRESENTATIVE character of- -

the Hindu Congress, the High . wma-.
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thought of a plan to discredit and unnerve
Jinnah. They let loose the Hindu nationalist
press to vilify and abuse Jinnah. And so started
an era of black journalism in Hindu India. The
printing presses—in  their hundreds and
thousands—were day and night busy turning out
columnfuls and editionfuls, volumes and series of
abuses on the head of Jinnah. No description was
too mean for these Congress sheets which they
would not collectively and severally inventfor the
accredited leader of the Mussalmans. But did it
at all affect the great man? He remained calm
and unruffled. His only care was ta go ahead.
The all-India abuses, from the Mahatmaic tone to
the commonplace gibberish, could not daunt the
dauntless.

It is altogether impossible to =say teo much
about Jinnah. To the Mussalmans he is the very
symbol of their renascence. But not even ther
adoration and their not easily~gainable love and
their processions of thousands and lakh< have had
tho least effect on the definitencss of his ;zh?t andd
the clarity of his mind. He rem ains as much une-
moved by praise as he 13 unaffected by enlumny

3 ! :
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"
the Mussalmans. YRy
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turbulent and extremely republican in spirit. They
own no equal. That is why the leadership of
the Mussalmans has always been unstable. Writing
about Jinnah'’s leadership on his 64th birthday in a
weekly journal. an observer made the penetrating
remark: “Let it be said to his credit that
he has remained the leader of the Mussalmans
for three consecutive years.” Indeed it was a great
miracle. This statement gives a clear insight into
the character of the Mussalmans and illustrates my
point that it is a very difficult job to lead them.
Their independence of character makes them
thoroughly uncontrollable.s It is just like riding a
raw horse. But Jinnah has actually tamed them
under his leadership, so that now they owe him
allegiance as no one ever commanded it before.

What makes the Mussalmans unique? Now-a-
days the character of a people is appraised in terms
of geography and climate. Their peculiarity of
traits are sketched in the light of the coldness or
hotness of weather. These things are not quite
irrelevant in estimating a people. But they are not
the chief things. The chief factor which deter-
mines and influences the character of a people is
their ideology which gives them their outlook,
‘their conduct, their law and their culture, their
‘morality and their raison detere in crises. In this
light the Mussalmans are a unique peonple. ,.J
sives them a cohesion of associatio.
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principles are ‘belief in one Absolute God and His
Messenger, Muhammad, and the Holy Book—
Quran. Thiscommon belief is the only factor which
unites the Mussalmans amongst themselves and
separates them from others. When they say * God s
Great ’ they only announce their disavowal of any
other allegiance. In one half-sentence they raise
their status above every mortal who worships any
one but God. This concept is pivotal to the
Islamic faith and has a great cultural and
practical significance, which is bound to be
reckoned with by those who hold themselves
worthy of allegiance, worship and adoration, A

Muslim’s face is sct against them all.

To the Mussalmans the ultimate end of every-
thing is spiritual. In the illuminating words of
the late Allama Igbal, *To Islam matter is spirit
realising itsclf in spaceand time." Ethical values are,
therefore, infinitely superior to and mosre valuable
than the whole material world, Thus a Muszal
man attaches importance to his worldly surronnd-
ings only in the light of ethical ends, “T! are
merely a means towards another end. 7T m;: are
to be ucted, not worzshippad, A MNutoalson
iz ever ead}' to lay down his life for e oene
has before him.  Morcover, he belioves Jearh pnt
o

Id . f » . _
o 1 I ¢ end of man, but merely pasaing from
srapte of life toanother—a higher ttage, pro non
¢ hy s darpr e o | 2 Lxe S P TS O
iy W E\;Cn &4'...{:(.':;&:.’: Oanons 5 ;!Ig LSRR N0 5 High SN S
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That makes out life to be a continuous and crea-
tive process which suffers no end. Further, he
believes that Humanity is born of one breath. It
is not therefore for him to discriminate between
one man and another on the score of geography,
colour or creed. The only factor which divides
him from others is that of disbelief. That is why
Islam does not admit of any distinction of nation-
ality based on geographical peculiarities. Imbued
with these beliefs and principles, a Muslim is
. extremely republican in spirit, fearless and
courageous. 1o him material things are merely a
means to an and, the loss of which should not
daunt him nor the overflowing of which should
make him arrogant. This is what a Muslim ought
to be and what he ever looks up to be. It is
these principles., that make Mussalmans an
important factor in any society of men.

The world history is full of pages and
chapters of the brave acts and selfless sacri-
" fices of the Mussalmans. In fact they are the
‘only people who possess a marvellous power of
' resilience. From the time of the British advent
in India till to-day, theirs has been a long tale of
**triélbj and tribulation, yet they remain undefeated.
The “worst of sufferings have not broken their
+ spirits. Ere-long they would be seen stand up again.
Imagine their responding to the call of Jinnah
-and rehabilitating their position from what,
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had been reduced to by the Mahatma. Two hund-
red years of prosperity and education and sixty vears
of Congress’ hard work has not done to the Hindus
what seven years’ work of one man has done to
the Mussalmans. The reason for this difference lies
in the different characteristics of the two peoples
born of the different rules of conduct which
govern their lives.

It 1s this type of men—fearless. turbulent and
socially solid and democratic—that Jinnah heads
in India. It is this character of Muslim people
which Gandhi sought to change in vain. Jinnah's
main task has been to give them back the
character which Islam secks to inculcate in each
one of its votaries.

Jinnah's personality plus the kind of people
he leads makes his leadership immense with
potentialities for India, Asia and the world at

large.

VI
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Jinnah's main work condiote inothin he be
restored to the Mussalmane their separate six~'vncr
identity, and given them that degree of conssi-
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aess of their political individuality as they never
possessed before. While under Gandhi, the
Mussalmans had lost themselves in Hindudom,
masquerading as nationalism, under Jinnah they
have learnt, acquired and achieved their right of
self-determination. Inoneword he has completely
undone Gandhi’s work. The entire importance of
Jinnah's achievementliesin this. Pakistan ismerely
of subsidiary importance. Above all was the ques-
tion whether Mussalmans had a right to separate
and distinct existence. It is around this question
that the whole Indian politics have revolved for
the last nine years. Jinnah's success liesin having
proved to the hilt that Mussalmans were a separate
nation, in organising them as such, and earning for
them the right of self-determination. Once this
question was settled, Pakistan wasa logical sequence.

Being the two outstanding phenomena in the
Indian politics poised against each other, Gandhi
and Jinnah’s aims and programmes are bound to
be closely inter-related. The success of the one is
the failure of the other. Thus the work of
Jinnah’s undoing Gandhian plans and schemes is
the story of Jinnah’s phenomenal rise on the
firmament of Indian politics. Having siated that
Jinnah has pre-eminently succeéded in giving the
Mussalmans a separate and distinct entity, I have
said all. And now it remains to see how did he
achieve that objective. .
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Here I must own to a feeling of nervousness in
setting to myself the task of outlining the work
and achievements of Jinnah. The canvas of this
little book is much too small-sized for painting the
vast proportions of his work. And I am none too
expert a painter. But the urgency of the work
bids me to go on.

I cannot do better than begin this narrative
with an incident at a meeting I happened to
attend one evening in the winter of—I am not
sure of the year but it was one of the earlicst
yvears of Jinnah's reorganisational wotrk of the
League. The meeting was held in the Anglo-
Arabic College, Delhi. Mr. Jinnah was the main
speaker. I had never heard him before. Only 1
knew him as a prominent politician and a member
of the Central Assembly —the sittings of which I
had not yet attended but longed to attend for the
love of hearing good speeches. (Schon! and
college debating societics inculcate in students the
love of listening to speeches as connoisscurs of
art). The meeting that evening was arranged by
my energetic cousin—now & major in the Armg
‘:o'xm_whex on the Burma front-—who swas the
secretary of the Cellege Union. Singzit was my

-
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forward to adding Jinnah's name to my list.
As it turned out to be the case that evening,
he did not enter my list; he entered my
heart. That is how it happened. Jinnah entered
the Hall and there were no shouts of Allak-
u-Akbar or any of those usual slogans now
invariably associated with his appearance. Not
many people noticed him entering the Hall. There
were many others who spoke on the occasion. If
I remember aright, the subject for discussion was
the ‘Present Muslim Politics.” Immediately before
Jinnah, an old Khilafatist spoke. A talented
speaker, he had the full command of the audience.
His plaintive recitation of Ghalib's poetry had
given many of us tearful eyes. And then raising
his voice to the highest pitch he challenged the:
audience. * WIill you fight for Islam?"” (Chorus
of yes, yes). * Will you give yourlives for Islam ? ”
(Chorus of yes, yes) “ Will you give subscription
for the cause of Islam?” (Chorus of yes, yes).
And then the speaker sat back in his chair, with-
out enlightening the public as to what was the
particular cause of Islam at the moment that
demanded life and subscription. Then the president
announced the name of Jinnah. Jinnah came to
the lectern without causing any visible commo--
tion in the audience. * Mr. President,” he began
almost inaudibly, “I am sorry to strike a discor-

dant note. But I must express my [opinion. I _
think it is criminal to ask the people to ficht, ,fg
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Islam and give their lives for Islam without first
being clear about our aims and methods. I con-
sider it criminal to order the people to fight with-
out first giving them proper training <o fight and
full equipment for the fight. There is a duty
which people have to perform, but before asking
the people to do their duty, there is a duty which
the leaders must perform. Any general who orders
his men to fight without {first giving them training
and equipment is merely throwing them in the
mouth of hell. He is a criminal.  Mr. President,
we have long conducted our politics en these

suicidal lines. It is time we change....” Tha

is all I remember of that speech. But that even-
ing I recognised in Jinnah & man with a differ-
ence. Hc made me forget the art of oratory;
instead he focussed my attention on the reality of
things, on the meaning of inner relaionship
between thoughts and actions. Since then ti
art of elocution has lost its charm {or me as an

-
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thoughts before ordering his people to fight. This
element of calculation was anew thing in Muslim
politics. So far it had remained foreign to the
‘thoughts of Muslim leadership. With Jinnah
there was no working up of emotions; it was
.cold action for clear aims.

What was the immediate task before him? The
immediate task bofore him was to arouse
the Mussalmans to the consciousness that the drift
.of their politics was ruinous. It would lead to
‘their complete extinction. The need of the hour
was the reorganisation of the Mussalmans as a
-separate entity in the Indian body-politic. How
did Jinnah conceive this separate organisation
of the Mussalmans in complete independence
of the Congress? He was himself a good
-Congressman not long ago. His reasons for the
change are characteristic of him. If the Iate
Allama Igbal’s conclusion that the only way
Mussalmans could live as Mussalmans was in
separation -was, due to his clairvoyant perception,
to Jinnah it -was a matter of test and trial,
.experience. and examination. Referring to the
identity of views between him and Igbal, Jinnah
said : “His views were substantially in conson-
ance with my own and had finally led me to the
same conclusions as a result of careful examina-
tion and study of the constitutional problem facing.—.
India and found expression in due ¢
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united will of Muslim India as adumbrated in the
Lahore Resolution. . ... ."!

Explaining the causes of this change of position,
he said : “ Many efforts have been made since
1924 till the Round Table Conference to settle
the Muslim-Hindu question. At that time there
was no pride in me and I used to beg from the
Congress. I worked so incessantly to bring about
a rapprochement that a newspaper remarked that
Mr. Jinnah is never tired of Hindu-Muslim unity.
But I received the shock of my life at the mect-
ings of the Round Table Conference. [# the face
of danger the Hindu sentiment, the Hindu mind,
the Hindu attitude led me to the conclusion that

there was no hope of unity. . ....0"°

There could be no Hindu-Muslim understand-
ing in the post-1924 years, because the INDIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS could not degrade

itself to treating the Mussalmans as an equal,
worthyv of equal rights.  Nincteen twenty-four was
not 1916. Gandhi had brought about a tremen-
dous change in the status of the Muslim Leagus.

Once worthy of being addressed as the repre-en-
tative of the Mussalmans, the Mushim Legue no
longer enjoyed that status in the ;:::.s«’h‘:hiieffw
years. Having realised the change, Jinnah ret b
solf to organising the Mumalmans under o
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organisation and make the defunct Muslim League
once again the authoritative representative of the
Mussalmans. For he clearly realised: * Honour-
able settlement can only be achieved between
equals, and unless the two parties learn to respect
and fear each other, there is no solid ground for
any settlement. Offers of peace by the weaker
party always mean confession of weakness, and an
invitation to aggression..... all safeguards and
settlement would be a scrap of paper unless they
are backed by power. Politics mean power and
not relying only on cries of justice and fairplay or
good-will . ...""

It was this grim recognition of facts—the facts
which the Mussalman leaders had, so far, ignored
out of sheer imbecility—which made Jinnah raise a
clarion call to the hundred million Mussalmans.
“I want the Mussalmans to ponder over the
situation and decide their own fate by having one
single definite uniform policy which should be
loyally followed throughout India.” Turning tothe
Congress Mussalmans he said.... “It was a
great mistake when they preached unconditional
surrender. It is the height of defeatist mentality
‘to throw ourselves on the mercy and good-will of
others, and the highest act of perfidy to the
Mussalman community; and if that policy is
adopted, let me tell you, the community will seal
its doom.....” What was the remedy? “On"

3 Somz Recent Spzeches and Writings of Mr. Jinnah. ’
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one thing can save the Mussalmans and energise
them to regain their lost ground. They must
first recaplure their own souls and stand by their
lofty position and principles which form the basis
of their great unity and which bind them in onc
body-politic.”

That Jinnah should have succeeded in winning
60 to 70 per cent seats contested by the Muslim
League in 1936 elections for provincial assemblies
in his very first round of recorganisation
work was due to his correct diagnosis of the
situation, his intense sincerity of purpose,
his insistent call to action, and his acute copscious-
ness of Muslim degradation. * The Mussal-
mans are going down and down for the Inst two
hundred years. They are nowhere, cconomivally.
educationally and politically. This tide o!
degeneration has got to be arrested,” so he once
revealed his mind to me. He spoke with :uch

rief that I have not the heart to tell in full how
acutely he felt about the sitvation. [ could hardly
dare a glimpse into his heart.  His feelingifor rhe
Mussalmans' downfall were too deep
plumbing. The moment he begins 1o o
the Muslim situation, it 1s not fer the heart
Even a stonc would melt in the fernace o
Triswith thie burninge conrmg s
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“ This is the moment of life and death for the
Mussalmans. Takeit from me that unless there is
unity among the Muslims at any cost they will be:
Jost.” Igbal did not say in vain that an appeal
which springs from heart commands acceptance.
Who ' can doubt that Jinnah's call was from
the bottom of his heart, in that, everybody listens
to his call now.

But his efforts to reorganise the Mussalmans
should have been fruitless, had he not attended
beforehand to an important question. In fact,
his attending to that question at that early time
shows that he had a plan of his own for the
Mussalmans right from the day he took up the
work of Muslim reorganisation. The question he
attended to was the question of Federation. And
that I count as his most brilliant and fundamental
success. Again it was as great a failure of Hindu
Congress as it was the success of .the Mussalmans..
For, if the Congress had accepted the Federal part
of the Government of India Act, 1935, the progress.
of Muslim renascence would have received a serious
setback. Therefore, it goes to the credit of Jinnah
that he attended to this question at its proper
time. He opposed Federation. The reasons he
gave in the debate on this issue in the Central
Legislature in the year 1935 are interesting to
recapitulate. He said: “I have seen your
scheme and it is thoroughly rotten, fundament~"" “~_

» 3
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bad and totally unacceptable....now I will rell
you why I object to the Central scheme. I object
to the Central scheme because it is devoid of
all basic and essential elements and the funda-
mental requirements which are necessary to form
any Federation. My second ground is that it
proposes the entry of the princes on terms and
conditions laid down by them, as sinc gqua non
and as conditions precedent, and which are, on the
face of them, most detrimental to the vital
interests of British India. . .. rto All-India Federa-
tion and the Honourable the Home Momber very
rightly said that even Mahatma Gandhi was not
opposed to All-India Federation. What follows
from that 2 When I say that I am not Oﬁpm"i to
All-India Federation, docs it follow from that that
you are to hold me in any scheme of All-India
Federation that vou laid down, however hrd and
however unacceptable it may be? Is thar the
argument?.... T say, standing onthe floar o rhe
House, that I do not preclude myself from oome
sidering any aleernative scheme of All-IndiaFedera-
tion which, I think, is in the iaterests of Brithh
India.... I cay it is no use Foing on Fae thin
We iz'x\'., gone on four vears, On the ene bon

the princes have laid down their defines e

M * Al < x’ .
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looking at the scheme. Therefore I am obliged to
sayv this scheme is not acceptable.. .. Itis much
worse than the present Constitution.... Ibelieve
that it means nothing but absolute sacrifice of all
that British India has stood for and developed
during the last 50 years, in the matter of progress
in the representative form of Government....
My next objection is that it is not workable.
It does not really satisfy anybody and it certainly
does not satisfy the minimum demand of anybody.
It is not workable.,” Believe me it will lead us
to nothing but bitterness and ill-will, nothing but
wrangles in the so-called Federal Legislature . ...
I appeal to the the Princes also—is this the-
responsibility which they laid down for the
Centre and on which condition they are prepared
to come into the Federation? The Princes laid it
down that, ‘ yes, we are willing to come, provided
there is a real, substantial responsibility at the
LCentre.” Do they find that that is there? Here

_there are 98 per cent of the safeguards and two’
per cent of responsibility. Sir, I appeal to them to -
consider this aspect....what do we find about
the safeguards? I am not going into the various
clauses of the Statute. I will only give a short
summary to the House in two sentences.- Reserve

" Bank Currency Exchangé—nothing doing. Rail-,
way Board—nothing doing, mortgaged to the hilt.
“What is left? Fiscal Autonomy Convention.
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Next what is left? Defence, External Affairs—
reserved. Financemit is already mortgaged to the
hilt. Our Budget, and the little that may be there,
what do we find? Special responsibility of the
Governor-General I His powers as to the Budget
and the estimates, his powers as to the interference
in legislation, his extraordinary powers, his special
responszblhty, sir, what do they leave us? What
will this Legislature do? The Honourable the
Home Member said : * Are we willing to go on
with this present humiliating and intolerable
Constitution?’ I say, I do not like this
Constitution, it is humiliating, it is intolcrable, bur
I will refer you to the words of Lord Reading, It
has got more power than the one that you are
giving me, and the one that you are propesing now
" is more humiliating and more intolerable than the

»

present one. . . .

I have deliberately given long extracts of

Jinnah's speech on the issue of Federation. |
el e

have done so because, to repeat, [ consider |

of his greatest achievements. But for i thens
could have bwn no demand of Pabkistan, Wit
that Jinnah {sat p nm toarye f

we mark here fus
the rejection of i > Federation Part of the Lovern:
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he considers it an “advancement” and so pleads
for “ working it for what it is worth.” Sir N. N.
Sarkar (the then Law Member) considered
Jinnah's amendment to the Congress motion
of total rejection of the Bill as * crooked,
disingenuous and tortuous.” That is to say
Sarkar had got some inkling of Jinnah’'s mind.
Here we find Jinnah pleading for the rejection of
the Federation on the ground of 98 per cent
safeguards and utter lack of power and in so doing
he invokes and gets the co-operation and support
of the Congress, the Princes and other elements.
But, was insufficiency of power at the Centre the
real motive of Jinnah's rejection of the Federa-
tion? A careful reading of Jinnah's mind will tell
you that his real reason in rejecting the Federation
was the well-founded fear that the Federation
would make Hindu majority an irresistible and ir-
removable power at the Centre. Once saddled in
the Centre they will be in a commanding position
to muzzle the four or five Muslim' provinces into
complete subordination. That, Jinnah feared,
would result in an abject vassalisation of Muslim-
majority provinces Thus the rejection of the
Federation part of the Government of India Act
was the first essential step which could be taken to-
wards establishing the Muslim- right of self-
determination in India. Politics did not permit
Jinnah to state his reasons then. But he came o *

P
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with them three years later.!

“ Let the Congress continue to say that they
will never accept Federation. But I tell youl do
not at all believe in the professions of the Congress.
The Congress will tumble into it just as it tumbled
into the Provincial part of the Constitution .., .
The whole game of the Congress is and has been to
get a substantial majority in this wretched, highly
objectionable and rotten constitution which they
want to enjoy. If they get a majority, they will
accept the Federation with utmost glee, and then
they will be in to pursue their nefarious scheme of
destroying the Muslim culture and organisation
as the one and the only totalitarian organisation
and to build up the Congress organisation of the
Fascist brand. And they will be able to establish
their ideal of Hindu Raj in Hindustan, . . ."

And again: " The Congress game wit%: reﬂ:ard
to Federation is very clear.  If the Concres can
gain contrel over the Federal machiners, %wn by
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four provinces where Muslims dominate will be
' the feudatories of the Congress High Command.*

" That Jinnah was correct in his reading -of the
Congress mind was borne out by the storm that
raged before the second election of Subhas Bose
to the presidentship of the Congress about the
acceptance of Federation. Bose accused Patel of
having even prepared the list -of Ministers to be
noniinated for the Centre. The tussle ultimately
resulted in the ignominious overthrow of Bose
from the Congress gadds.

Thus we wunderstand what was Jinnah's
foremost reason to oppose the Federation. The
Congress opposed the Federation for show,
just as it opposed the Autonomy for show.
Getting some sort of assurance of non-inter-
ference from the Governors, the Congress formed
Ministries with the avowed aim of ‘ wrecking”
the Constitution but actually working it so well

* In his Presidential Address at the Madras Session (1941) of the All
India Muslim League, Jinnah said: * After the war had broken out
the first good news, along with other bad news that we got, was the
declaration of the Viceroy that His Majesty’'s Government are
pleased to suspend the All India Federation.Scheme embodied in the
Government of India Act 1935 (cheers). It was only suspensioh, We
know how capable our British friends are in the science and game"
of diplomacy. We knew that was not enough, because what was
suspended may be again established at any time. Therefore, our first
and foremost demand was that it should not only be suspended but
must be abandoned. After long-drawn correspondence and inter-
views, the Government declared that the whole problem of India's
future constitution will be considered de novo, including the policy and
thé plan' on which the Government of India Act of 1935 was based.
That was no doubt a great relief, because it was against that part of the
Act that Muslim India was fighting from the very commencement,”
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to the realisation of Hindu Raj as to leave it with
great heaviness of heart when forced to do so.
Some such assurance could readily have been grasp-
ed for getting into authority at the Centre also,

On the contrary, Jinnah's policy was consistent
and clear. He opposed the Federation because that
would have been the death-knell of the Muslim
existence in India, but he pleaded for accepting
the Autonomy for “ what it was worth™ in order
to give the Mussalmans a chance to consolidate
their position in their majority provinces In
immunity from the Hindu Centre. The time has
proved beyond doubt the correctness of the lead
Jinnah gavelong before the Mussalmans were even
conscious of the desperate position they were in,
much less feel the necessity of a strong separate
organisation.

Jinnah's next task was to arouse the Mussalmnnis
to the gravity of the situation and stres on
them the necessity of organising themselves,  His
position was cssentially so correct, his sincerty o
transparcnt and his personality so ¢ommanling
that cre long Jinnah mustered envuph strensih
to take up his position againsy the huge wells
disciplined Fascist organisation of the Congres
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to put up a great fight against the Congress High
Command’s “ preposterous claim that they are
entitled 'to speak on behglf of the whole of India,
that they alone are capable of delivering the
goods.” Others were asked to accept rights
and safeguards from the Congress as gifts
from a mighty sovereign. ‘ The Congress High
Command,” said Jinnah, “declare that they will
tedress the grievances of the Muslims and they
expect the Muslims to accept the declaration. I
want to make it plain to all concerned that we
Muslims want no gifts. The Muslims want no
concessions. We Muslims of India have made
up our mind t0 have our fullest rights but we
shall have them as rights, not as gifts or conces-
sions.”

Jinnah had to contend against two forces when
he started on his work. There were of course
the Hindus; but there were also the Mussal-
mans. The Hindus were naturally opposed
to any movement of organisation amoeng the
Mussalmans because that endangered their para-
mountcy in Indian politics. The Muslim opposition
was different in nature. As we have seen,
they were disunited and the politically conscious
amongst them were divided into two camps.
One group was faciﬁg the British and trying to
bask under the sunshine of bureaucratic patron-
age. The other group was facing +F~ Consress.

sy
R R N

-




58 MY LEADER

They were facmg the Congress because * they
had lost faith in themselves.” Both were ciar-
eerists. To one suited the British patronage and
to other the Mahatma's “ blessings.” Jinnah had
to fight both these elements. It did not take him
long to wean away those who faced the British
Government from their position. Jinnah told them
that they could never get anvthing from the
British by playing the svcophants. The remedy
was organisation. But he had to face tremendous
odds so far as the Mussalmans in the Congress
camp and under Gandhi's influence were con-
cerned. These Mussalmans had the halo of
Khilafat agitation around them : and cven now
in their misguided thoughts they were fightine
for Swaraj to “right the Khilafat wrong.” They
were using the Gandhi prescription to cure them.
selves of their * paralvsis.”  Andin that prooes:
they had cultivated the deadly disease of disrup-
tion which was earing  into the vital. of
Muslim solidarity.  As for the prear Mulim
Hights in the Congress, they had built up their
vested interests and there was no coming uch
for them. The musse:, en te orher band, were
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been a life-long opponent of the Government
being dubbed pro-Government! But that was the
only weapon they could use. Calling anyone
whom they want to throttle down for daring
he dared to think independently a comnunalist,
foady and 7reactionary is their pet game and
very successful game too. The Congress
High Command has evolved the philosophy that
everyone should pattern his thoughts on the line
of Congress if he wanted to be on the right side
of their ubiquitous press. Jinnah put it very well.
“The worst foady on earth, the most wicked
communalisi to-day amongst Muslims when he
surrenders unconditionally to the Congress and
abuses his own community becomes the nationalist
of nationalists to-morrow."”

Mullaism adopted its old method of kufrbasi.
Armed with a photo of Jinnah, maulvis
would go out to villages and use their poisonous
argument with all the effectiveness of their full--
throated rhetoric: “Is this the face of a Mussal-
man? Do you see any beard? Can he be the leader
of the Mussalmans?”, According to them the only
qualification for leadership was a beard. All the
same these maulvis had immense influence on the-
ignorant masses. Jinnah knew how these people
were being used by the Congress. The Congress
was adopting the policy of its masters: Divideand.
rule. Denying Muslim League - tgg{‘*f“?“ T
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accredited representative of the Mussalmans,
Congress was putting up different people to
oppose Jinnah and forming different anjumans and
organisations to endorse the Congress creed. The
few Muslims who had remained in the Congress
were fast promoted to the hierarchy of the High
Command to deceive the world into belicving
that the Mussalmans were with the Congress; not
only that, they were its leaders. The “degree of
their reward ™ corresponded to the * extent of their
perfidy " to the Mussalmans. These people hadthe
vast proportions of the. nationalist press at their
disposal to splash their great speeches and praite
their great doings. On the contrary Jinnah's was
a lone voice. But it was persistent, stroag and
challenging and ultimately it sounded the death-
knell of all the false gods of Gandhi's creation.
Indeed it worked like Moses' dragon which had
swallowed the whole medley lor «f snakes
created by the magicians.  Quite the rame
thing happened in India. Though faced with
heavy odds, Nnnah yer prevailed over them
The Mussalmans began to troop in the Mu b

League and soon there was anly one volee atnnng
the Mussalmans and thae was Jrouyds™s
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Taised to presidentship. Gandhi is never tired of
telling the world that the Congress President is a
Muslim divine. ' So, who can say the Mussalmans
are not with the Congress? Second, it would
create many nationalist-brand bodies. Existence
of such bodies lasted only for the duration an
emergency required them to raise their voice
against the Muslim League. Third, the loudly-
heralded Mass Contact Movement was started. In
the name of *“ Nationalism ” Muslim masses were
sought to be hypnotised into the Congress over
the heads of the Muslim leaders because they
vyould not agree to unconditional surrender.
Fourth, pure Congress Ministries were formed in
Congress provinces and the clause of representa-
tion of minorities in the Governor’s Instrument of
Instruction was utilised to offer a Ministership as
a baitto any Mussalman who would abjure his
separate party and sign the Congress pledge. (I
have already given the U. P. case in illustration of
this point.) Fifth, in the Muslim majority pro-
vinces the Congréss Party in the Assembly was
instructed always to side against the League and
encourage independent individual Muslim groups
form Ministries so that they depended on the
Congress Party support for their existence and
thus obliged to carry out the Congress biddings.

“These tactics have been time and again exposed

in Sind. In 1938 Jinnah was able to bl'
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from that of Hindus. If Mussalmans rise todefenda
cause, they shall lay down their lives for it. Jail-
going does not befit their make-up of mind.
Eighteen thousand people left for Afghanistan
without caring for the huge loss they had to suffer.
Shahidganj mosque claimed many Muslim lives.
For the Muslims, sufferings for a cause have quite
different connotation from those entertained by
the Hindus. Therefore, when the Mussalmans
brought the charge of no sacrifice against Jinnah,
however ill-informed they were, they meant it
But when the same charge is brought by the

g d

Hindus against Jinnah, their only regrer is that
Jinnah is keeping the Mussalmans away f{rom
their traditional mode of sacrifice which has in-
variably entailed for them untold misery. Hindus
have alwavs buile their great mansions of wenlthon
the ruins of the Mussalmans, And Jinnah was< not
giving them that chance. On the contrary hiz whole
cffort has been concentrated on weanin,: away r%w
Mussalmans from the path of vielent bur fruirle

outbursts. These violent outbursts, withour any
well-considered direction, bave been the ruir
the Mussalmans, Not that they have to be cvn
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ning, training and creating proper opportunities
are primary. Without these it will be disastrous, as
the Mussalmans have always found it to their cost.
Hence firstly, he wanted to build up a solid and
conscious support for his programme. If that
was forthcoming, he was ready to give orders to
march, and even * face bullets.” But before that
he wanted to feel sure that there was a reasonable
chance of defeating his enemies. Generalship
does not consist in jeopardising the lives of men
—such a general would be shot as in competent
to hold the position—it consists in achieving an
end with the minimum of loss. A general's first
care is to be cautions. Generalship is not a chess-
game, it is a game which involves the precious lives
of the people. “If you kill one man intentionally,
you have killed the whole of humanity.” This is
the Quran’s injunction. Therefore, by all means
sacrifice for the cause—no cause can sustain with-
out it—but not without the precision of a plan.

For the first time the modern Indian Islam has
produced a general of,the Ievel-headedness of
Jinnah. His is a balanced mind ; he knows when
to go forward, when to halt and how to cover
himself. Each Muslim life is a trust to him from
God. WIill he squander the trust just for the
sake of fun and show? The Hindus’ greatest regret
is that Jinnah will not do anything of the kind.
His only measure of action is the interests of t,llg"
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Mussalmans, the integrity of Islam. That is the
only objective to which he owes alleginnce and
holds himself answerable. “I sav the Muslim
League is not going to be an ally of anvone, hut
would be the ally of even the devil if need be in
the interests of Mussalmans” Again: "It is
not because we are in love with imperialism ; but
in politics one has to play one's game as on the
chess-board. I say the Muslims and the Mushm
League have only onc ally and that ally ic the
Muslim nation, and one and only one to whom
they look for help is God.™!

No wonder Jinnah i1s a leader with a difference.
His greatect achievement is the hard fact of hav-
the nnly standard

ing taught the Mussalmans that
and touchstone for their actions i the
Islam and the MNussalmans, He hav piven ¢
Mussalmans o measure tn life whereby 1)
and determine their actions—a meacure which they
leng lost in the debacle of Gandbi !

fnecrests of

«

wan el

hi
This is the work of a revolutionary: g nevoiutions
ary changes our gense of valoe,
Tudped by rheendy o f Plinda Naviens! s b i
o the worgr sinner abive; joeiee DLy rhe wn o of
Telamy, ho 1-the greare Carebiresy crrn dani T
in Inda, Hohoopdvenita b o0 omd v e
That the Leogsee by Poonboalr npinsa o0
sl ergantortion b prel weppepein o bnpd



MY LEADER 97

correct direction of Muslim affairs. And what-
ever the Congress leaders may have been saying
about the communal character of the Muslim
League, they were none too comfortable about its
growing strength. The mere fact that it had at its
helm of affairs a man of Jinnah'a integrity of
character and determination of mind was enough
to put them on their guard. Being in power in
seven provinces, however, their, precautionary
measures took the shape of *mopping-up’ opera-
tions like the Mass Contact Movement, formation
of pure Congress Ministries and insistence on
those who would be taken in the Ministries to
abjure the League and have no programme of
their own. They proposed to nip the evil in the
bud. That it was a great tactical mistake of the
Congress is shown beyond doubt by what follow-
ed these attempts. The Congress Higsh Command
thought they would kill the League just by the
sheer weight of their authority, by the largeness
of their organisation and by the force of their
numbers. They wanted to overawe the Muslim
mind with its newly-acquired greatness by
ordering the Bande Matram to be sung as the

national song, by flying the Congress tricolour"

flag as the national flag, and by introducing their,
Vidya Mandir and Wardha Scheme of Education

and substitution of Urdu by Hindi. These were, '

/

an impressive array of weapons against the Mussa ~ —
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mans. But they were wrong. They sadly
misread the Muslim character. They showed
that they lacked complete understanding of what
the Muslims hold first as the object of layalty,
The Mussalmans could be hoodwinked only so
Iong as there was none to make them conscious of
their present position and their past heritage. Once
Jinnah had done that job, they could notbe deceived.
The Congress yearned to be the inheritor of the
British Power on the score of numbers, but it
never cared to learn from the British cheir un-
canny insight into a people’s susceptibilities. The
British succeed in their rule because they avoid
to come into conflict with the people’s avowed
beliefs. They would much rather insinuate their
thoughts in the minds of the people by imdirect
and subtle methods. On the contrary the Congress
chose just to ride raughshod over the sweepnbili-
ties of the Mussalmans., Whether it wasarronine.
or, as Jinnah pue it, the Hindus had simply breor
wintoxicated with power,” iz could nog by
results for the Congress, As for Jinnnh, he cou
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another name for the Mahasabha. “To-day,”
he summed up the position, “Hindu mentality
is being carefully nurtured and Muslims are
being forced to accept Hindu ideals in their daily
life. Have Muslims anywhere done anything
of the sort? Have they anywhere sought to
impose Muslim culture on the Hindus? Yet
wherever Muslims have raised the slightest voice
of protest against the imposition of Hindu culture
on them they have been branded as communalists
and disturbers of peace, and the repressive machi-
nery of the Congress Governments has been set
in motion against them. Take the cases that have
occurred in Bihar. Who have suffered suppres-
sion under the Congress Governments ? It is
the Mussalmans. Against whom are the oppres-
sive measures taken, prohibitory orders issued,
and among whom are arrests made ? It is the
Muslims.”

For twenty-seven months Congress temained in
power and for 27 months the Muslim League
under Jinnah’s guidance remained on the watch,
gathering instances of the marifestation of Hindu
mentality at work, till was piled up the Pirpur
Report. Gandhi’s seventeen-year long un-
challenged leadership of Indian politics could not
have done for the “ unification” of Indians, what
27 months of Congress regime did to disrupt
that “unity” facade. The Congress Rule was a

1 Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jinnah.
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Godsend chance to Jinnah to bring out the fact
that the Congress regime could not but be a
communal regime of the Hindu majority. Jinnah's
agitation culminated in the demand for a Royal
Commission to investigate into the grievances of
Mussalmans. Thus he proved beyvond doubt that the
Hindus and Mussalmans were two distinct people
and that the Mussalmans could never allow them-
selves to be sunk in the nationalism of Hindus
which was sought to be built up under the paton-
age of the British, to whom the logic of {mperial
ism had made appear the administrative unity they
gave India as their gireatest handiwork and the
sure road to the evolution of ONE NATION

The War intervened in the continuance of rhe
Hindu regime and with the stroke of s.“m'!x .
Jinnah marked that moment for thanksgivinu an
Deliverance from the Congress Rule. Naor t:mxw
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the Muslim grievances into a body, into a shape,
visible to the naked eye. Arthur Moore, the
famous ex-editor of the Staiesman compared
that decision of Jinnah with the one Winston
Churchill took on the Germans’ declaration of war
against Soviet Russia. Obliteratingaltogether from
mind his ideological differences with the Russian
Communismand his years of passionate opposition
to the Soviet experiment, Churchill announced
that very evening of 22nd June 1941 to the Russians
and the world at large that Britain stood with
Russia. In one instant he had the friendship of the
200 million Russians on his side. This could not
have been achieved by any number of agreements,
pacts and protocols. Britain’s deliverance from
the Nazi threat of invasion might well be put
down to that one moment on the mike in which
Winston Churchill uttered that one half-sentence
with complete unreserve—"I assure the Russians
that they are not alone: Britain is on the side of
Russia.”

- No doubt, creating opﬁortunities and making
. mew environs is an act of genius, but making use
of the opportunities offered to man as free gifts
by Nature is also an act of genius. Indeed, these
opportunities are the supreme tests of the talents
men have been endued with. Jinnah’s success in a
great measure is due to his ability to put to the
fullest use any opportunity that arose which could
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strengthen his position. He made use of the
Congress opposition to the Federation pars of the
Government of India Act for hisown purpose. He
put the Congress regime to the use of exposing
the Hindu character of its Ministries. And finally
he consummated his success of exposing the Con-
gress on the termination of its Minis ries in tha
remarkable declaration for the observance of th

DELIVERANCE DAY.

Again, Jinnah's observance of the Deltverance
Dav was only an aspcct of his fu 1d;1zzm.u.1! vigw
that democracy of the Western conception was ne
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to heterageneous countries such oy Todin aped o
i
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simple fact is the ront cause ot India's o
tional ills. ... The Bricich peopls mure re.
Hinduians and [slam * r;:mcu-.w:z twen (liering:
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to question the wisdom of the British Government
in forcing on India the Western system of democ-
racy without the qualifications and limitations to
which the system must be subject to make itat all
suitable for Indian conditions.... A parliamentary
system based on the majority principle must in-
evitably mean the rule of the major nation.
Experience has proved that, whatever the econo-
mic and political programme of any political party,
the Hindu, asa general rule, will vote for his caste-
fellow and the Muslim for his co-religionist.”
Finally: * Western democracy is totally unsuited

for India and its imposition will be resisted by
the Mussalmans.”

Anyone who can face realities will see that
Jinnah spoke mnothing but the bare truth.
Hindus and Muslims are totally different. In-
deed all Muslim movements in India during the last
two centuries have been movements for the purifi-
cation of Islamic teachings of the alien and anti-
Islamic encrustation of Hinduism. That naturally
rules out the possibility of any amalgamation of
Hindus and Mussalmans, much less absorption of
Islam into Hinduism. And the majority rule con-
cept of State means little else; that ensures that a
permanent Hindu majority will te imposed on the
hundred million Mussalmans. Western democracy
implies a homogeneous atmosphere which certainly

! Speeches and Weritings of Mr. Jinnah.
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does not obtain in Indiz. The homogeneity of
atmosphere is so essential to the operation of
democracy that the great British political scientist
Harold J. Laski discussing the furture of democracy
in England in reference to the Labour problem
fears that the growing cleavage between the two
classes, Capitalist and Labour. would cause demo-
cracy to cease function in Britain. " We have got
to build,” he warns, ** an equal society in the next
generation, or we must abandon the democratic
experiment: that is the stark alternative before
us:"' If such a prospect is conceivable tor
Britain, what chance has democracy to worll in
the heterogenecous conditions of India.

Jinnab’s work was threefold: on one -ide fre
had to convince the British that the Weosnan
democracy was not applicable ro Indis becaure
Hindus and Muslims wore two tepirate bt
which precluded the etwntinl preregurite of
democracy, namely, homogeneity of Saeitvionens
other. he was making it clear to the Flinda tha
Muszalmans would nor aceeps their ruhe and e

i

only way for the advancement of the countnn iy
in an agreement between the twa people on ol
basis of tharing the power equalhy ot oo w2
third side he was convinging the Mo oo '51:3
Congress 1toad for nothine vle ki Fhaeds £osie
and woeuld enuse trremeveble Jyoorrer v zoad

- o
i
S hateprimrems e FThl LTl 2 -
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culture and existence if they did not rise against
it in time. Jinnah performed this three-sided
stupendous work in the 27-month long regime of
the Congress, culminating in the Deliverance Day.
The very fact that the Mussalmans celebrated
that day with genuine enthusiasm showed that
Jinnah's call had penetrated into the Muslim
hearts; now they clearly saw the implication of
the Congress rule. To both the other ‘parties,
the day symbolised the Muslim determination
to oppose any constitution which regarded them a

minority to be thrown at the mercy of Hindu
majority.

On the commencement of World War II on 2nd
September 1939, the Indian political situation had
crystallised into this shape: the Congress resigned
from the Ministries and demanded a declaration
of the British war aims which should envisage
completerindependence for.India and the calling
forthwith of a Constituent Assembly on the basis of
adult franchise to frame a constitution for India;
on the other hand the Mussalmans, under Jinnah’s
leadership, demanded the consideration de novo of
the existing constitutional plan on the basis of
two nations; the Mussalmans to be treated as a
:separate nation and not a minority.

So long Jinnah's efforts had converged on.
organisation of the Mussalmans. That work °



105

€
oy

¥

¢ along wo

son

nave

*

be deemed ¢
Finnah illuserated thi

Conaturally w

2UC.

w

coTay

1

an
he Muslim Lea

-
L

i1l

N

»

tton 1IN

.
hie realised thar the M

For it will be rem

ed. (he said) the V
the declara

{

* *
Rest .WH
L ~
oy
> >
i
Lae B2

s
faed

Ll
ay, Tl
]
< [
\..“ [}

t
%
e R

r
*

o i

L (454

~

(S oo

“U 4
Bt

fame o

—

L

o5 ba

S

r-

m

L]

M L d
i
1Y
M

*
Jd

aoverincy

<

*~
e

L PR Rk

ah el

A

14
-

-

[N
i3 oIIvILaTI n

cere

-

.

mpae

PR
L4
» »
roanddeniv o p

0

Y

er o
CeTOY

+
-

10N o

*~

L
Ong wit

H

CTOV 1

o~

ane 1 have the honour 1o

of me butof G
been the lead

Wi

4y
Phus
b
.
oy

ushint Le

-

v

e
ot

£

&,

-

i

A AR
LA

4

+
~ w

nd
M € A

LEd

p.
Sy

o India.

s



MY LEADER 107

selves.” Therefore, on Mussalmans Jinnah had.
only one point to emphasise: * Depend on your-
selves. That is your only safeguard and the best
safeguard.” These efforts of Jinnah to organise the
Mussalmans were crowned with the emergence of
a Muslim flag, a Muslim platform and a Muslim
policy. And now, finally, Jinnah was on the point
of defining * the ideal and true goal of Muslim
India,” but of that, later.

Having shown that Mussalmans and Hmdus
were different, Jinnah was, at the moment under
consideration, marshalling all his strength to make
it further clear that not only the hundred million
Mussalmans were different, but a separate
nation and not a minority as had so far been
propagated. Jinnah's argument was that the
Hindus and Muslims belong to two different
religious philosophies, social customs, and litera-
tures. They neither intermarry nor interdine,.
and indeed they belong to two different
civilisations which are based mainly on conflict-

[ ing ideas and conceptions. Their outlook on life
and of life are different. Hindus and Muslims.
derive their inspiration from different sources of
history. They have different epics, different heroes,.
and different episodes. Very often the hero of
one is a foe of the other and, likewise, their
victories and defeats overlap. To yoke together

* Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jinnah.
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two such nations under a single state, one as 3
numerical minority and the other as a majorite,
must lead to growing discontent and final destrue-
tion of any fabric that may be so built up for @
government of such a state. This argumen
reached its full pitch in Jinnah's famous declara-
tion: " We maintain and hold that Muslims and
Hindus are two major nations by any defiunitio!
ot test of a nation.  We are a natien of 2 hundredd
million, and what is more we are a nation with our
own distinctive culture and civilisation, languar?
and literature, art and architecture. name ond
and nomenclature. sense of value and properien,
lTegal laws and moral codes, customs and calemdor,
¢

-

s

history and traditions, apritude and ambitinne, In

» ] - - *
short, e ave our owen distinctive oullonk on itfe
v Ll .« & ey . ? R .
and of life. By all conons of snternslienad law v

are g nalion!
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of adult franchise. This Assembly will of course
satisfy the minorities’ legitimate interests.” Thus
the idea of a Constituent Assembly was assiduously
preached. The aim was somehow to get the

‘British committed to the idea of the Hindu majority

ruling over the Mussalmans. The war, Congress
regarded the best weapon to coerce the British into
commitments. That was “the chance of their
lives” to wrench from the British what they
desired to take. That was equally a grave moment
for the Mussalmans, Jinnah attacked the concept
of the Constituent Assembly with characteristic
vigour and incisiveness. Jinnah exposed the motive
behind the idea in clear terms. His contention
was that first of all the proposal was impracti-
cable. It was absurd to ask the ruling power to
abdicate in favour of a Constituent Assembly.
Secondly, what about the Mussalmans ? Suppose
the solid body of Musélim representatives do not
agree with the non-Muslim majority in the
Constituent Assembly, what will happen? The
Mussalmans had noright to disagree with regard to
anything that the Assembly may doin framing a
national constitution of the huge sub-continent of
India, except those matters which were germane
to the safeguards for the minorities. So the Mus-
lims were given the privilege to disagree only
with regard to what may be called strictly safe-
guards of the rights and interests of mipgfities.
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The proposal was based on the asmmr\t%mz
that as soon as the constitution came into operas
tion, the British hand would dxs;mgaear. Hunah
further analysed the suggestion that in the event
of disagreement between Hindus and Mus:almans,
a tribunal would be appointed.  His guestion was
who would appoint the tribunal?  And suppo:e i
any agreed tribunal was possible and the award was
made and decision given, who would be there ro e
that the award was implemented or cargied caz in
accordance with the terms of the award 7 Whe

will sce that it was honoured in practice 7 The
third party which could be wpm.-;\{ oy b
impartial, the British, would have 1

1
Therefore, what will be the sanction 5*”’%%: ni iy
award which will enforce it? The on wer
only be: the Hindu mapordy.  And th
precisely the bone of conrentroa, The )
mans were nar withiog ¢ rhiow 1l
the merey of the M ndu MY HTILY, L 8y
given the name of a mmonay,
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nothing common between Hindus apd Muslims.™
Then alone would he give up all hope of Hindu-
Muslim unity. So he wanted the Constituent
Assembly for the purpose of ascertaining the views
of the Mussalmans. The idea bears a great resem-
blance to the proverbial spider’s web. Jinnah's
answer was: ‘Youcan know the Muslim mind right
now.” There could be Hindu-Muslim understand-
ing at once, if Gandhi honestly acknowledged the
fact that the Congress represented the Hindus.and
the League represented the Mussalmans. Gandhi
did not represent anybody except the solid body of
the Hindu people. Non-recognition of this funda-
mental point was the main hitch in agreement be-
tween the Hindusand Mussalmans. * Why should
not Mr. Gandhi be proud to say (Jinnah asked)
*ITam a Hindu, Congress has solid Hindu back-
ing?’ I am not ashamed of saying thatI am a
Mussalman.” ‘I am right,” he further asserted,
“and I hope and think even a blind man must
have been convinced by now that the Muslim
League has solid backing of the Mussalmans of
India. Why then all this camouflage? Why all
these machinations? Why all these methods to
coerce the British to overthrow the Mussalmans?
Why this declaration of non-co-operation? Why
this threat of civil disobedience ? And why fight
for a Constituent Assembly for the sake of ascer-
taining whether the Mussalmans agree or they do
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not agree ? , Why not come as a Hindu leader
proudly reﬁrcscr.img your peopic aud let me miet
you proudly representing the Mussalmars.” There
was of course no response from the Mahatma.

As for the British. Jinnah's demand was that
the " entire problem of the future mnsm U :im o
India should be examined de novo”  To that the
Viceroy, on behalf of His Majesty's Government
replied that the “declaration [ :mda with the
approval of His Majesty's Government on Ocrobar
the 13th last does not exclude examination of any
part either of the Act of 1935 or of the policy and

plans on which it is base.”  Thatisto sy, innih
had succeeded in convincing the f}?:“s:i:h Gov-
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“ It is extremely difficult to appreciate why our
Hindu friends fail to understand the real nature
of Islam and Hinduism. They are not religions in
the strict sense of the word, but are, in fact,
different and distinct social orders, and it is a
dream that the Hindus and Muslims can ever
evolve a common nationality, and this misconcep-
tion of Indian nation has gone far beyond the
limits and is the cause of most of our troubles and
will lead India to destruction if we fail to revise
our notions in time.” —dJnnah

i

~ With this, the stage for the determination of
the “true goal of Muslim India ” had come. What
was the goal of Mussalmans ? Jinnah answered
the question at Lahore. India must be partition-
ed into Hindu India and Muslim India. The
Muslim majority-provinces in the north-weﬁst and
north-east should form Muslim Homelands.
That is the only way for “ our people to develop
to the fullest our spiritual, cultural, economic,
social and political life in a-way that we think
best and in consonance with our own ideals and
according to the genius of ournpeople.” In one
word—PAKISTAN. The goal of Mushm India

was determined.

No sooner the Lahore Resolution was passed
than the threatening question was being asked all
over India: *“ What is Pakistan ?” Hindu press
and Hindu leaders described it as ‘cutting the
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baby," *killing the cow,” *vivisecting the country’
and so on. In fact, it is nothing hur the
hundred million Muslims' determination e«
pattern their life on the principles and ideals o
Islam in complete independence of Hindus
in the Muslim majority provinces which are thei
natural homelands. Everv nation in the worl.
is shaping out its policies according to {t: pwn
pattern of life; in India, the Mussalmans ;‘{‘ngv‘ic
to do the same In their independent -rate
Pakistan is simply the consummation of Jinpah'
assertion which he had made earlior an the
support of the entire body of Musalmun.
that *. ... oo .. Muslim India will never ages
to submir its future destinyv and fate o 1 siehr.
in the governance of this country, orin the my' .
ing of any future constiturion, into the b fsof o
tribunal of Mr. Gandhi’s conceprinn, nr % s
other vaciety : nor are we prepared o s

final arbiteament of Greas E%ri:;iir:. Wi

v
LY
*
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AND SHALL BE THE SOLE AN
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Pakistan or perish"'—that is the watchword
which he gave to his people.

“1 am asked,” Jinnah said, “ will the British
agrec to the basic and fundamental principles of
the Lahore Resolution, namely, to create indepen-
dent Muslim States in the North-Waestern and
Eastern zones of India ? Whether they agrec or
whether they do not. we shall fight for it to the
last ditch.” To Jinnah self-reliance and sclf-orga-
nisation are the central points of all purposes.
WE SHALL FIGHT FOR IT TO THE LAST
DITCH —that merely is an articulation which
he gave to the will and determination of
Mussalmans, the will and determination which
Jinnah was at pains to awaken in their minds
right from the first day when he demanded of
Mussalmans to * have faith in themselves.”

Gandhi's verdict on Jinnah's scheme was
expressed in a three-lettered word—SIN.

Partition was a sin. This verdict wras pro-
nounced in 1940. In 1944 Gandhi met Jinnab in

_ 'Whatis the goal of the All-India Muslim League? Whar 1s
its ideology and what 1s its policy 7 Let me cell you as clearly as I
can possibly define it, that the goalof the All-India Mutlim Leopue is
this: We want the establishment of completely independert States
in the north-west and eastern zones of India and full control finally
of defence, forei¢gn affaits, communications, customs, currency andex-
change, etc. We do not want 1n any circumstances a consiftuion 6fm: ali-
India character with one Government at the Centre. We uill neyer GE7C€
to that, If we once agree to that, let” me tel] you the Alwshms wsil &2
absolutely wiped out of existence. We shall never be triburanes of @nS
. power or any government at the Centre so far as the north west ’.".3

a i T sns
castern zones of our free national homelands are concnnwd.f(ln_‘-f S

Presidential Address at Madras Muslim League Sege o

v
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Bombay to devise ways and means to " part as
brothers.” From “sin™ to " partition as hetwern
brothers” is the change which Jinnah forced in
Gandhi and speaks for the tenacity of purpo: e apd
superh skill with which he pursued his poal and
guided thedestiny of Mussalmans, [ shall reinte the
story of this change in the fewest words peoble,

While the Congress was hent on paking a-

much hay as it could while the spprecun
shone by making use of Britons® Jdifficultiv: 2o
coerce them into conceding their demaml

the cost of Mussalmans and orher minerie,

Jinnah with bated breath strugpied on ro unie

the machinations of the ?‘»i\islt‘"nz atd §
gle

ciples. Tt wasa grim strogele that Jiee g bod oo
v

ware. The more the H{z!s;‘:z weere i fEl

Ty f L T e

corner the greater was the in

on having fes way.,  So that when Croppeovonae o
Indiain March 142 the Congre Fhoht o meon
took it o an indicarion ab the Her fowo b
and théir seennest o placare & ndh
3 [l B : .
Finnah had maecde she Loy poosre owen ¥
on the fsrge of parowlp g rhe oy oot
e we "x’ Pood cutra, e ool rrion fhe a0 et 0T
Fup he womted srom Brod beorhe seemar oo
ottt “‘wxhi T N L S oy
eho Congres wes pres sy i Beelo s o
cur thesr adioperes - fboe ooy o :
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equal, real and effective share in the power. This
is described as ‘uncompromising propa, RIS
Mr. Jinnah * by the apologists of the woeden il
ante-diluvian Government of India. They want
our support on the assurance that we shall b o
membered as loyal servants after the war and o
even be given a bakshecsh.” ' CO-OPERATION
WITH AUTHORITY IN THE GOVEDXN-
MENT AT THE CENTRE AND IN TiiE
PROVINCES—that was the basis on whidl
Jinnah was prepared to pledge the suppore o the
entire body of Mussalmans.
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India. “ The acid test of Mr. Amery's ability,”
said Satyamurti—the late Deputy Leader of the
Congress Party in 'the Central Assembly—" and
earnestness will be his saying to the Muslim
Leaguers, no Pakistan, no coalition ministries,
no impossible safeguards. yon must scitlc with the
majority ; once he says that, the rest will be
easy ...." The Congress game was clear. They
did not want independence of India. What they
wanted was, under the overlordship of Britain,
power and patronage to dominate the Muslims
and the rest of the minorities. Inshort they wanted
* that the British Government should police the
Hindu raj in this country.” And to achieve that
objective, they were inventing such things as
Constituent Assembly, Provisional National Gov-
ernment and so on. These institutions were
intended to serve the purpose of the spider’s
parlour. Once the Muslims and others were in,
Hindus should know haw to deal with them-
Jinnah saw through the game. It is JinnaBs
great speciality—a speciality which bas h'te{ﬁ”-"
saved Mussalmans from submergence mt;
Hindudom—namely. the ability to Unde{f&i
Gandhi’s game. Explaining once what p‘g;\ of
ing study was required to follow the mez;ﬂ W
the “oracle of Delphi™, Jinnah onc¢ q‘h; ‘

v

In order to understand Mr. Gandh i} wnzh 1D

st
nhs

study and go deep into the thing ) - -
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ably pays Gandhi the compliment of going “deep
into the thing"” and comes out with hidden mean-
ings, completely screened from the v 'cvw‘tf‘rdm Y
mortals. Thus Jinnah constitute himself a groar d
turber of the peace of mind of Gandhi. Hr» warns

people against Gandhian designs on their freedom.

Gandhi's mind was further perturhed by the
Viceroy's August 1940 Declaration o which b
said that the British Governmen: = ::msH s
contemplate transfer of their present respon thili
ties for the peace and welfare of imii,z 1y ANy
system of governmene whose authority i il
denied by large and powerful elements
national life. Nor could they be pirre. gl
cocrcion of such element- into cubmi i oo cauh
a government.” Thar wat the angess L fhe
Muslim League's percictent dematid r o
th: id be d ane tn the way of framyg
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spider. And so the famous C. R.! made his * sport-
ing offer.”

Addressing the British he said: “In answer
to Mr. Amery’s difficulty as to the minorities, I
may. make a sporting offer that if His Majesty’s
Government agree to a provisional national Go-
vernment being formed at once, I shall undertake
to persuade my colleagues in the Congress to agree
to the Muslim League being invited to nominate
the Prime Minister and let him form a national
Government as he would consider best.....”
Referring to this ‘sporting offer’ in the Central
Assembly Jinnah said: “ Now, sir, why does
he (C.R.) not invite the prospective Prime
Minister, to have a talk with him, instead of
firing it off to the Daily Herald® and saying * Ishall
persuade my colleagues of the Working Com-
mittee to do this, that and the other?’ 1 do
"ask my Honourable friends—is this business?
And to-day Mr. Rajagopalcharia justifies why he

did not make that offer to the Muslim League.
I tell you I cannot restrain my utter astonishment
_and amazement as to how that minds work. It
is impossible to understand it.. ... He says that
‘the British Government did not take any notice
of the “ sporting offer ” and some critics suggested.
it should have been made to Mr. Jinnah and not
to the British Government.... it would have

! C. Rajagopalacharia, ex-Premier, Madras.
2 London.
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Thus Jinnah exposed the motive behind the
" sporting offer’, namely, to hoodwink the British
public.

Further, discussing the implication of the
demand for national Government on the same
occasion, Jinnah said :*.... There are far-reaching
implications. It will mean fundamental altera-
tions and changes in the constitution in order to
constitute the Cabinet and when that Cabinet is
constituted, it will be responsible to the elected
members of the Legislature. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai
throughout his speech only emphasised two things:
Democracy, democracy, democracy, and a national
government. What is the use? Whatever that
Cabinet may be, will be responsible to this
Legislature—in which Mr. Bhulabhai Desai can
.command two-thirds of the elected members. I
WILL PITY THE MAN WHO HAPPENS TO
BE IN THAT CABINET AND DOES NOT
OBEY THE CONGRESS COMMAND AND
THE CONGRESS MANDATE.”

That was the upshot of the Congress game. Its
entire effort was to make itself supreme in the
government of the land and then deal with
other elements in the Indian body-politic as it
.desired. That game was played differently at
.different times; sometime it was cajolery, some-
- time coercion, sometime calumny and v1tupera—
tion and all the time trickery and -~ -~
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.

plan for the expansion of the Viceroy's Council
was put in and the famous National Defence -
Council was formed. Well-known Muslim leaders
were invited to join both the Council and
the National Defence Council. Among those
invited to participaté in this plan were the
Premiers of the Punjab, Bengal and Assam and
Sir Sultan Ahmad and Begum Shah Nawaz—all
Muslim Leaguers. The Viceroy said to the League:
*Well, there you are. Go on sulking. I have
got your men on my side all the same.” It wasa
direct challenge to the representative authority of
the Muslim League. And. Jinnah accepted the
challenge. At once he called upon the Muslim
Premiers of the. Bengal, Punjab and Assam and
others to keep out of the Viceroy’s Council and
the Defence Council. The Premiers advanced the
argument that they were being invited to join
the National Defence Council as Premiers of
provinces and not as Muslim leaders. A first-
class .crisis hovered over the organisation of
the Muslim League. If Muslim Leaguers could
be alienated from the organisation like that,
indeed that was the end of Muslim. solid-
arity. Jinnah called a meeting of the Working
Committee -to consider ‘the situation on August
24th, 1941.. Muslim India was in an extremely
agitated mood. Not only the British Government
had played a trick; but the Mussalmans of the
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highest rank had succumbed to ir. Dorwewr }:z%y
- 22nd, the day the Viceroy made his announcems

about the expansion of the Execurive Coun

and the formation of National Defence Couns
and the holding of the Wosrking Commities
meeting on August 24th, the Muslim India held
its breath. This was an acid tose of Tinnah's oo
organisational work of the last five vears, {f toe
Muslims came through the crizi, they desarve itr*

[Ny *

live as an organised and distinet body, otherwis,
they were doomed.
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Ganeshkhind, July 20.
Dear Mr. Jinnah,

His Excellency the Viceroy has asked me tolet you
know his intentions on the matters which follow.
I had hoped that I would be able to see you myself
in order that I might convey this message to you
personally, as was his desire : but, unfortunately,
now that I am in a position to give you the
message, I am not entirely fit and I am therefore
writing to convey it to you by this letter, which I
am sending down to Bombay by messenger.

The Viceroy has continued to have very much
in mind the whole situation in regard to the war
effort and the association of non-official opinion
with the prosecution of the war. The obstacles,
however, to any settlement on the basis of the
complete offer of August last, which emerged so
clearly during the discussions last autumn, still
exist, to his very great regret as the last few
months, and the reactions to the Secretary of
State’s statement in the House of Commons on
April 22, have made clear. In these circum-
stances, it is equally clear that he cannot look for
the degree of support from the major parties, for
the proposals embodied in the August offer, which
he desires. Nevertheless, the burden of the con-
duct of the war on the Central Government has
greatly increased, and for administrative reasons
it is essential to proceed with some increase in the
membership of the 'Viceroy's Council within the
terms of the August offer. The Viceroy, accord-
ingly, is anxious that you should know that he is.
now, with the approval of His Majesty's Govern-
ment, creating five new portfolios.

LS * * * *

In addition, the Viceroy does not feel that,
because of the difficulty in securing the support of
the major political parties, it is possible to delay
further the more active association of non-official

PO
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it to the hilt that the Muslim Premiers were in
the Council as representatives of the Mussalmans,
and that manifestly on the part of the Government
constituted an attempt to disrupt the Muslim
organisation. The Muslim Premiers could not
answer the stern logic of circumstances and had to
bow before the decision of the Muslim League
Working Committee. Thus the British ‘Govern-
ment was foiled in its attempt to wean away
Mussalmans from the course of owing single-
minded allegiance to their authoritative organisa-
tion. The Muslim consolidation in India has been
as prickly a thorn in the side of the British
Government as it is in that of the Hindu
Congress. Itisasad commentary on the mentality
of the ‘nationalist’ press that it described Jinnah's
act of demanding the resignation of League
members from the National Defence Council as
‘dictatorial.” These are the very people who so
much clamour for the necessity of party discipline
and applaud each and every act of Gandhi on that
score.

T have said it wasa great crisis for the Mussalmans’;
it was an acid test for Jinnah’s five-year work of
Muslim reorganisation and by coming through it
successfully, the Muslim League showed it to the
Hindus and the British that no longer could the
Mussalmans be disrupted. Jinnah had now given
them a clear aim and a tenacity of purp -  hi~"

)
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was hard to be breached. To the British, throuch
the Governor of Bombay, Jinnah said simple this

“Would it be ereditable for any individus! promi.
nent or capable Muslim. belonging ro anrrgvni s
tion, to accept the inviretion con
position and the atditude taken up i*;c ¢
tion. and would it do any cradit 1o the {woverss
ment if they succecd in slluring them and create
breach in the organt:ation, in the hope that |
mayv throw up his allegancee o the pos 2o
which he belongs in order to ace. ;

tion of His Excellency? T mumntain thy -
great Muslim community s repreanied az:rf: t5e
tatively only by the All- imizs Misdiee Loy

Orpanisation.  Perststonce o the cor vl neee

2 » o ¥ ?



MY LEADER 131

ously imminent, the Congress called hurrah for
two reasons: first, in its opinion, sending of a
conciliation mission at that time was a sure sign
of British weakness, whose purpose could be no
other than placating the great Congress; second,
of all the people, Cripps was the most agreeable
of messengers. Was not Cripps the great
friend of Congress, the man who had spent
many a day enjoying the aristocratic-cum-socialist
hospitality of that peer of Nehru family—
JAWAHARILAL. Sure, it was a great victory.
But Cripps may be all right as an individual, he
could not be so obliging in the official capacity of
Churchill's representative. The proposals Cripps
brought to India greatly disappointed the Congress
and Gandhi and his great friend, Nehru. Why ?
Whatever may have been said to be the reason
by the Congress pundits, the real answer to
this why is the non-acceding provinces clause of
the Proposals. That is, if any province (subjectto
conditions) desired to goout of the Indian Union,
it could, and, further, a combination of such pro-
vinces could form a separate union of their own.
The Congress pundits said it was an acceptance of
the Lahore Resolution ; it was Pakistan. And that,
sure enough, made the Proposals totally unaccept-
able. Writing in the New York Times Magasine,
a few months later (July 1942) Jawaharlal Nehru
said: “Thirty years ago, the British Govern-

e
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proposition which even remotely conceived of
partnership with others, and to that ambition must

be put down the ruin of Indian politics.

Jinnah gave a clear lead on this occasion and
the Working Committee of the Muslim League

passed a resolution in the following terms :
£ * %

The Committee, while expressing their gratifica-
tion that the possibility of Pakistan is recognised by
implication by providing for the establishment of
two or more independent Unions in India, regret
that the proposals of His Majesty's Government,
embodying the fundamentals, are not open to any
modification and, therefore, no alternative propo-
sals are invited. In view of the rigidity of the
attitude of His Majesty's Government with regard
to the fundamentals not being open to any modifica-
tion, the Committee have no alternative but to
say that the proposals in their present form are
unacceptable to them for reasons given below.

(1) The Mussalmans, after twenty-five years of
genuine efforts for the reconciliation of the two
major communities and the bitter experience of the
failure of such efforts, are convinced that it is
neither just nor possible, in the interest of peace
and happiness of the two peoples, to compel them
to constitute one Indian Union, composed of the
two principal nations—Hindus and Muslims—which
appears to be the main obJect of His Majesty's
Government, as adumberated in the Preamable of
the Draft Declaratlon the creation of more than
one union being relegated only to the realm of
remote possibility and is purely illusory.

(2) In the Draft Declaration a constitution-
making body has been .proposed with the primary
object of creating one Indian Union. So far as the
Muslim League is concerned, it has finally dem :
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draft proposals, the right of non-accession has been
given to the existing provinces, which has been
formed from time to time for administrative
convenience and on no logical basis.

The Mussalmans cannot be satisfied by such a
declaration on a vital question affecting their
future destiny, and demand a clear and precise
pronouncement on the subject. Any attempt to
solve’'the future problem of India by the process
of evading the real issues is to court disaster.

In the draft proposals no procedure has been laid
down as to how the verdict of the province is to be
obtained in favour of or against accession to one
Union ; but in the letter dated April 2, from the
Secretary of Sir Stafford Cripps, addressed to the
President of the All-India Muslim League, it is
stated that *‘ a province should reach the decision
whether or not to stand out of the Union by a vote
in the Legislative Assembly on a resolution to

stand in. If the majority for accession to the Union
is less than sixty per cent, the minority will have
the right to demand a plebxscxte of the adult popu-
lation.” In this connection it must be emphasized
that in the provmces where the Mussalmans are 1n
a majority, as in the case of the ma]or provinces of
Bengal and Punjab, they are in a minority in the
Legislative Assemblies; and in the Assemblies of
Sind and North-West Frontier Province, the total -
number, namely, sixty and fifty respectzvely. “iS SO
small and the weightage given to the non-Muslims
so heavy that it can be easily manipulated and a
decision under such conditions cannot be the true
criterion of ascertaining .the real opinion of the
Mussalmans of those provinces.

As regards the suggested plebiscitein the provmces

in which the Mussalmans are in a majority, in the

. event of the requisite majority not being. available

,in_ the " Legislative Assemblies, the procedure
-"laid down is that reference shall be made to -
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whole adult population of the proviness and not
to the Mussalmans alone, which is to deny them
the inherent right to sclf-determination,

It is in these clear terms that Jinnah guided the
Working Committee of the Muslim League state
the position of the Mussalmans, These clear
terms contrast sharply with the ambiguous resolu-
tion passed by the Congress Working Committee
demanding all for the Congress as the only party
that mattered in India. Cripps’ arrival had given
much hope to Cofigressmen, but his Propo:als did
not satisfy the Congress'insatiable thirst for power.
Coengress hopes and disillusionment on arrival
and after return of Cripps were well portrayed by
the Hindustan Time's cartoonist on April Tdeh
1942. One part of the cartoon showed Cripp-
arriving with a Gandhi cap on and holding a
hammer-and-sickle banner. This part was cap-
tioned: He came. The second purt showed
Cripps leaving the Viceroy's Heuewr in a4 black
dinner jacket and top-hat—the symbal of Briti b
imperialism~—with the caption ; He wert.

Now finding that the Government wainst pro-

Pl 4%
s, aaniin

parcd to kneel down before the Congn 1
ultimately came out with his threar or
rebellion.” The topen rebellion” re v
passed in Aupusc, 1942
rerolution was  the dancerandy
sicuation inthe Far Exto Japan
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to be poised for an invasion'of India. The
British seemed to be at the lowest ebb of their
powér. And this was the moment which-the great
lover of Britain, who could not éven contemplate
the destruction of Waestminster Abbey, chose
for his ‘ open rebellion.” No wonder, the British
regarded the August Resolution as the stabbing.
knife. And they naturally put to themselves the
question: Is Gandhi pro-Japanese ? -

This ‘ open rebellion’ was, however, not merely
an attack against the British—they were one of
the parties—the attack was really aimed at the
intransigent Jinnah and his people. Gandhi, later
on, expressed his surprise at. his immediate arrest
‘after the passage of the resolution. He said that
he wanted at least two to three weeks to elapse be--
fore the start of his campaign. During this inferim
he wanted to ‘negotiate * with the Viceroy. What
for? The purpose is clear. Having passed the
resolution, that is, having loaded the pistol, he
wanted during the interim to hold it against the-
“Government with the threat: *“So far I have
tried to get power by other methods—sof# methods..
Well, you have not paid them any attention. But
now I hold this pistol-of ‘ open rebellion.” Settle
with me right now. Give me all power.” Don’t
bother about- Muslims. I give you a week to-
make up your mind. And if you don’t accept my
demands, I will fire.” Right-bandit style. And
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whose fate was being decided at the point of §
Not the Britons', but primarily of the Musea
It was the only way to bring down Jinn
dust. That is why Gandhi had the
shock when on the morrow of the Sth Aur
found some constables waiting 10 escort him
Agha Khan Palace. His shock is quite ©
standable. He was brutally denied the oppes
of holding the pistol of the August Resol
against the Head of the Government to hel
coerce the Mussalmans into subnussien, Ik
Government was gquick and dcﬁf:’m'm. 3
that is the only act of undoubred poo.
otherwise long carcer of dillv-dailying um
shift policy for which the Governaent
carned the gratitude of the teeming zz:é;’?iu
India. For Musealmane, of cour.,
most anxious time. Jinneh did ner bos
time in declaring that the M. :
epposed to the August Resoduriony they
against the. movemens, At thie wom
asked the Muisalmans to keep b

L] * *
campaign  that  wae  going around o

he also warned thore whe wers cssrving
the preal Generel's command o oo
not o meddle with MusBm affaien and oo
priveoke them inro any couniefootnm
record that the Musudmans remunne b aar

movemnent o st
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*1f the British are really earnest and sincere to
secure peace and happiness of the peoples of this
sub-continent, the only course open to us all 1s to
allow the major nations ‘separate homelands by
dividing India 1into autonomous national states.’
—dinnah

With the arrest of the Congress leaders,
the open rebellion movement was mostly running
underground. Above the ground the exit of the
Congress from the political scene made the role of
anciliary bodies like the Liberal Federation,
Mahasabha, and the Communist Party quite clear.
They began to cry themselves hoarse for therelease
of ‘national’ leaders. Jinnah came in for severe

~arraignment from all sides for not giving support to
the campaign of ‘release leaders.’ Despite all
provocation he kept calm. His only answer was:
‘ Drop the pistol of the August Resolution and
there can be peace.’

This hurricane movement for °release leaders’
on humanitarian ground even deceived some of
the thoughtless and unwary Muslims into joining
it—this quality of thoughtlessness being one in
which sometimes Muslims make themselves most
conspicuous. And having joined it, they wanted
to bring some pressure to bear on Jinnah. Jinnah
refused to'be humbugged. But when some people
who were supposed to be knowing the mind of
Gandhi told him that the Mahatma was a
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changed man on the eve of his arrest in regard o
the Muslim League, Jinnah declared at the Delhi
Session (1943) of the All-India Muslim League :

" Nobody would welcome it more than myeoli «f
Mr. Gandhi were now really willing to come 1o s
settlement with the Muslim Leagus, Lt me ool
you that it will be the greatesr davy barh for
Hindus and Muslims. If that s Me. Gandhe's
desire, what is there to prevent him from writing
direct to me? Who is there that c.’m provent hm
from doing so? Whar is the use of jlomg o tar
Viceroy ? Strong as this Government may b+ n
this country, I cannot believe that they weuld
have the daring to stop such a {etter §f 18 wepr
sent to me. It would be a wery senous tlhung
indeed f such a letter wore stopped L ... M Gadln
gets all the information nnd Fnos & what 1 ¢ vng
on. If there is any change of krarg an hus pacty, ke
has enly to drop a few lines to me. Then the
Muslim League will not fail, whatever mav hive
been our controversies before.

This was declared in April, 1943, On Mav 20¢h,
1943, the Government issucd a pross communia
announcing the receipt of a letrer {rom {mw?n
for Jinnah. The Governunent, however, Vit

- - I3
accordance with their known policy in reyrd to
correspondence or interviews with Mr. Gandi,
. ... decided thut this leter connor be mrsearde
This announcement wa- follov ‘:J TR L
wide noise in the ‘natienadis

» N i e Yew
Government had “dared ™ no ooy rho fen
Jmn., 3 DIuff was valledl gl o tor r§ : Zr .

as if ehe whnle nadonztieg &:um»’- o
e o finpadye B
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ARE YOU GOING TO DO NOW? Jinnah
was not to be ruffled. . The one man in India who
knows his mind and knows how much to say,
how to say and when, was not to be brow-beaten
by the hue and cry of the nationalisis and, the
bleatings of some of the unwary Muslims. He
came out with the quiet statement:

“The letter of Mr. Gandhi can 6nly be construed
as a move on his part to embroil the Muslim
League to come into clash with the British
Government solely for the purpose of helping his
release, so that he would be free to do what he
pleases thereafter. There is really no change of
policy on the part of Mr. Gandhi and no genume
desire to meet the suggestion that I made in my
speech during the session of the -All-India Muslim
League at Delhi. Although I have always been
ready and willing to meet Mr. Gandhi or any other
Hindu leader and shall be still. glad to meet him,
yet merely expressing his -desire to meet me is not
the kind of ephemeral letter that 1 suggested in my
speech that Mr. Gandhi should write, and which
has been now stopped by Government.... My
" speech was directed to meet the appeals that were
made to me, and are now being made by Hindu
leaders, that ‘the Muslim League should do some-
thing towards the solution of the deadlock, and
my suggestions about the kind of letter that
Mr. Gandhi should.write, were in response to
those appeals, when I said that I myself saw no
change of heart. There was no evidence of any
change of policy on the part of Mr. Gandhi
or Hindu leadership and 1 teferred to the
recent correspondence that had passed between
Mr. Gandhi and the Viceroy which on the contrary
showed that Mr. Gandhi fully maintained his
stand of August 8,1942...." . -
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the honour of leading the Mussalmans before him
during the last 200 years. This remarkable trair f
Jinnah’s character is worth some reflection en the
part of his followers.

Now I will pass on to a very recent happening
in Indian politics, namely, the Jinnab-Gandbi
meeting. This meeting conclusively proves
Jinnah's greatness as a rock-bottom realist in the
face of enunciation of principles, working of
details and their inter-relationship. 1 do nol
however, look upon the mecting merely as o et
dialectical triumph of Jinnah as the ;zm-nhnl

and even neutral, press has generally madz it o

to be,

I adjudge that meeting on a different hase, To
me it wasa meeting of two phenoemeni o 'tim;nv:?ze:
opposite drifrts. Gandhi represents the thog i
vear-old suppressed Hindus® urge o nwn Indde
The urge had througheut theze crntusio remainel
unfulfilled, not because Hindus wers sny
less brave than others-~they woull compr
the best of fig‘htcr*’w‘ e hut becaw e phev i

lacked the great factor of o unifier of natimal

All these centuries they never IRTNE IS AN
coherent political  philnepphy. any unes
ideclogy, which wozxid fiw tho it rosl
unquenchable enthwda m for e parawr o ™
give them a singleness of vutlonh TR B IR
national characrer. Lot i b s wadro she et

after M rleee venppms

Gandli thar he alone
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has gone to the point of lending a national
character to the Hindus. I shall not discuss what
is that which Gandhi ‘has employed to weld
Hindus into a nation as they are to-day. We are,
however, gravely concerned with the fact that the
consummation that Gandhi seeks for Hindu nation-
hood is Hindudom. Hindudom may be the crown-
ing achievement of Gandhi, but that aim directly
comes into conflict with the Mussalmans and what
they stand for, namely, the Islamic way of life.
While Hinduism disintegrates society—its caste
system’ is an all-powerful disintegrating factor—
Islam unifies people. Gandhi requires to destroy
caste system to build up Hindu nationhood; Mussal-
mans must reinforce Islam to repair the broken
limbs of Muslim society. The break-up of Muslim
society and nationhood is primarily due to the
breach sought to be wrought-in the essential unity
of Islam as a concept and polity by un-Islamic alien
influences. That is to say, Islamic society can be
built up anew only by purging Islamic thought
of its accretions. That is why we find protestant
movements like the Wahabi arising on the firma-
ment of Islamic world. Any effort to erectan Islamic

society will be essentially a call back to Islam. That,
however, does not mean a medieval civilisation ;'

LT Sl 036 S Jal Bk g1
102 5 wdsS B ped oK (50
Men of vision will found new cities and new towns,

I never look back to Kufa and Baghdad.

—(Igbal)
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certainly not that. The call back to Istam daz-
not signify revival, but renascence: that s,
reorienting Muslim thought in the lighr of paz
history and modern times.  Jinnah represents thit
renascent movement In Indian Islam.  Pakistan
must involve the cry of * Back to Islam.
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ranging themselves against the mere sixty million
Muslims of Pakistan, but Hindu Gandhi dreads
Pan-Islam. But who can help this difference in
outlook ? It is inherent in the two ways of life.
If you are indicting Gandhi for narrow-mindedness
you are only indicting Hinduism—the stuff he is
made of.

In the following correspondence exchanged
between the two during their 14-day long
meetings is discernible the unmistakable stamp
of the two personalities—one clear and courageous,
the other vague and fearful. I have arranged the
important points discussed in the correspondence
in a dialogue form so as to bring out the salient
feature of Jinnah's character, namely, his clarity of
mind.

JINNAH: With reference to our talk yesterday
(September 1), I understood from you that you
had come to discuss the Hindu-Muslim settle-
ment with me in your individual capacity, and
not in any representative character of capacity,
on behalf of the Hindus or the Congress:
nor had you any authority to do so. I naturally
pointed out to you that there must be some-
one on the other side with authority holding
a representative status with whom I can negotiate
and, if possible, come to a settlement of Hindu-
Muslim question, and that for the position you bad
adopted there was no precedent, and that this

. raises great difficulties in my way. Asyou know,I
can only speak on behalf of Muslim India and the
All-India Muslim League, as the President of the
organisation which I represent, and as such L2,
subject to and governed by its co T

<
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and repulations. T think vou realise and il :
that a settlement of the Hindu-Musclim questinn 1
the foremost and major hurdie, and ut 3
representatives of these two nations
heads together, how is one ro make any b
with it?

GANDHI: I have said in my letter o yon,
it is implied in the Rajaji formuls’ and 1 he
stated publicly that I bave approached +in
an individual. My life muscion haz been Hindu-
Muslim unity which I want for s awn ke
but which is not tn bz achioved -xirheur b
foreign ruling Power bang ousted, Hense the
first condition of the excrcelse of the i
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of self-determination is achieving Independence
by the joint action of all the parties and
groups composing India. If such joint action
is unfortunately impossible, then too, I must fight
with the assistance of such elements as can be
brought together.

JINNAH: "..... .....I explained to you
the Lahore Resolution of March, 1940, and
tried to persuade you to accept the basic and
fundamental principles embodied in it, but
you not only refused to consider it but em-
phasised your opposition to the basis indicated
in that resolution, and remarked that there was
‘*an ocean between you and me’ and when I
asked you what is then the alternative you suggest,
you put forward a formula of Mr. Rajagopalachari
approved by you. We discussed it, and as various
matters were vague and nebulous, and some requir-
ed clarification, I wanted to have a clear idea of
what it really meant and what were its implicdtions,
and asked you for explanations and clarification
regarding the proposals embodied in that formula.
After some discussion, you requested me to for-
mulate in writing my points that I thought
required or called for explanation and clarifica-
tion, and to communicate with you and that you
would reply in writing before our next meeting.
I am, therefore, submitting to you the following
points which require clarification :—

(1) With regard to the preamble: In what
capacity will you be a consenting party if any
agreement is reached between youand me ? !

(2) Clause 1: With regard to ‘' the constitu-
tion for a free India " referred to in this clause, I
would like to know first, what constitution do you
refer to, who will frame it, and when will it.come

into being ? ( -

Next, it is stated 'in the formula that'
Muslim League endorses the :India’ dem~
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Independence.”  Does 1t mean the Consoees
demand {for Independence s farmularad in the
August resolution of 1942 by the Al Indin Congrese
Committee in vaimy or. 1oaor, s hat 4« 2
significance of thic term, tor xm r”"#"’ the Nueb
League has made 3t clear nos only be 1te reoniun
but by its creed, w xich 15 embodied 3 I e
tion, that we stand far {reedom and mu.m*' A
of tim whole of this sub-continens, amd thsr Lo b
to Pakistan and Hindustan.
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tions and for other essential purposes ? ¥ Safe-
guarding against whom ?

(6) Clause 6 : " These terms shall be binding
only in case of transfer by Britain of full power
and responsibility for the governance of India.” I
would like to know to whom is this power to be
transferred, through what machinery and agency,
and when?

GANDHI: 1. I have alrcady answered this in
the foregoing.

(2) The constitution will be framed by the
provisional Government contemplated in the
formula or an authority specially set up by it after
the British power i1s withdrawn. The Indepen-
dence contemplated is of the whole of India as it
stands. The basis for the formation of the provi-
sional interim government will have to be agreed
to between the League and the Congress.

(3) The commission will be appointed by the
provisional government. ' Absolute majority’
means a clear majority over non-Muslim elements
as in Sind, Baluchistan or the Frontier Province.
The form of plebiscite and the franchise must be a
matter for discussion. .

(4) " All parties’ means parties interested.

(5) ** Mutual Agreement’” means agreement
between contracting parties. °‘‘Safeguarding de-
fence, etc.,”’ means for me a Central or Joint Board
of Control. * Safeguarding ” means safeguarding
against all who may put the common interests in
jeopardy.

(6) The power is to be transferred to the nation,
that, is, to the provisional government. The
formula contemplates peaceful transfer by the
British Government. So far as I am concerned I
would like the transfer to take place as early as
possible. : . e '

v
.
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JINNAH : 1 urged on vou thar the on
solution of India’s problem i< to aceopr 2l
division of India as Pakiztan and Hindsro,
as briefly laid down in the Lahrre Reerlus
of March 1940, and proceed to cerele the
details forthwith. You <ay the Labiore roooh
tion is indefinite. You ncver ached me for ane
clarification or explanation «of the terme oy
the Resolution bur yvou really indieated rour
emphatic opposition to the very byds anld
fundamental principles embodted o, 1 = oul
thercfore, like to know in what way or repere t
Labore Resolution s indefinite, | cannor arnes
that Rajaji has taken from i s <ubrianee an
given it shape,  On the eontrary, e has goz ¢
put it out of shape bur mutilared e, a0 T eapls:
in my speech which T deliversd at the mernng o
the Council of the All-Indiy Muslim Lessoe o
Lahore on July 30, 1944,
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no reference to the two-nation theory. In the
ccurse of our discussions you have passionately-
pleaded that India contains two nations, i.e.,
Hindus and Muslims, and that the latter have:
their homelands in India as the former have
theirs.

The more our argument progresses the more
alarming your picture appears to me. [t would be
alluring if it were true. But my fear is growing.
that it is wholly unreal. I find no parallel 1n
history for a body of converts and their descendants
claiming to be a nation apart from the parent stoch.
If India was one nation before the advent of Isiam,
it must remain one in spite of the change of faith of
a very large body of her children.

You do not claim to be a separate nation by
right of conquest but by reason of acceptance of
Islam. Will the two nations become one if the
whole of India accepted Islam? WIill Bengalis,
Oriyas, Andhras, Tamilians Maharashtrians,
Gujratis, etc., cease to have their special charac-
teristics if all of them became converts to Islam ?

These have all become one politically because
they are subject to one foreign control. They are
trying to-day to throw off that subjection. ~

You seem to have introduced a new test of
nationhood. If I acceptit, I would have to sub-
scribe to many more claims and face an insoluble
problem, ’

The only real though lawful test of our nation-
hood arises out of our common political subjection.
If you and I throw off this subjection by our-
combined effort we shall be born a politically free
nation out of our travail. If by then we have not
learnt to prize our freedom, we may quarrel among
curselves and, for want of a common master
holding us. together in his iron grip, seek to split-
up into small groups.or nationalities. There will be-
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nothing to prevent us from descending to that level
and we shall not have to go in search of a master,
Thcr-_: are many claimants to the throne thar nover
remains vacant.

With this background I shall present you with
my difficulty in accepting vour resolution s

(1) Pakistan is not in the resolutton. Does i
bear the original meaning —the Punjab, Afghanisian,
Kashmir, Sind and Baluchistan. out of whis
name was mnemonically formed T If nor, wiha
151t ?

(2) Is the goal of Pakistan pan-Islam?

(3) What is 1t that distingwishes an [ndian
Muslim from every other Indwan, if nor herehi-
gion ?  Is he different from a Turk or an Arab?

(4) Whar 1z the connotation of the word
“Muslims ™ In the resolution under discussian?
Docs it mean the Muslims ot Iadia ot geovraphy
or of the Pakistan to be ?

(5) Is the resolution addressed to Muchims by
way of cducation, or to the mhabitanmy of the
whele of India by way of appeal or to the tereyin
rulers as an ultimatum?

(8) Arc the constituents in rhe wo sones 10
constitute " Independent States” on undefined
number in cach zone ?

(7) Is che demarcation to take place dunni
pendency of British rule 7

(8) If the answer to the lasr question s
affirmative, the proposal muse by ace pred & '
Britan and then impased upon Indo, new :"“:S‘-‘x‘»f‘
rrom within by the free will or the peaose o
India.....

{9 Have vou oxam
fied vourselt thar o
wiil be matermally and wib
being spits up inte frafments

™
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‘(10) Please satisfy me that these independent
sovereign States will not become a collection of
.poor States, a menace to themselves and to the
rest of India. :

(11) Pray show me by facts and figures or other-
wise how independence and welfare of India as a
whole can be brought about by the acceptance of
the Resolution?

(12) How are Muslims under the Princes to be
disposed of as a result of this scheme ?

(13) What is your definition of ‘' minorities ' ?

(14) Will you please define the ‘' adequate,
effective and mandatory safeguards’ for minorities
referred to in the second part of the Resolution ?

(15) Do you not see that the Lahore Resolution
contains only a bare statement of the objective
and does not give any idea as to the means to be
adopted for the execution of the idea and the
concrete corollaries thereof ?

. a
For instance:

(a) Are the people in the régions falling under
the plan to have any voice in the matter of separa-
tion and, if so, how is it to be ascertained ?

(b) What is the provision for defence and
similar_matters of common concern contemplated
in the Lahore Resolution?

(¢) There are many groups of Muslims . who
have continuously expressed dissent from the
policy of the League. While I am prepared to
accept the preponderating influence and position
of the League and have approached you for that
very reason, is It not our joint duty to remove
their doubts and carry them with us by making
them feel that they and their supporters have not
been practically disfrachised ?

(d) Does this not lead again +
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Resolution of the League before the peopie of the
zones concerned as a whole for acceptance ?

As I write this letter and imagine the working
of the resolution in practice, I see nothing but
ruin for the whole India, Believe me, I approach
you as a seeker. Though I represent nobady but
myself, I aspire to represent all the inhabitants of
India. For, I realise in my own pecrson their
misery and degradation which is their common lot
irrespective of class, caste or creed. I know that
you have acquired a unique hold on che Muslim
masses. I want to use your influence for their
total welfare, which must include the rese.

JINNAH: The third paragraph of vour
letter is not secking clarificacion but a dis-
quisition and expression of wour views on
the point whether the Mussalmans are 4
nation. This matter can hardly by discuseed
by means of correspondence. There 15 a great
deal of discussion and literature on thiv pomt
which is available, and it is tor you to judge
finally when you have studied this question
thoroughly, whether the Mussalmans and Hindux
are not two major nations in this sub-continent
... We maintain and hold thar Muslims anl
Hindus are two major nations by any definition ot
test of a nation. We arc a nation of a hundred
million, and, what is more, we sre a nation with
our own distinctive culture and cwg!:’é:;::f*n.
language -and literarure, arr ani architecture.
names and nomenclature, sense of value and pro-
portion, legal laws and moral codes, cunenms
and calendar, history and traditions, ammz}"*‘
and ambitions: in shore, we have our own @7~
tinctive outlook on life and of kife, By ali can :‘
of international law we are a natton, e bk
reply ro your varinus points:
ryam ity red

o rgral

-,

(1) Yes, the word ™ Pakican ™ i nve
in the resolution, and 1€ dass nor tear ¢
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meaning. The word has now become synonymous
with the Lahore Resolution.

(2) This point does not arise: but still I reply
that the question is a mere bogey.

(3) This point is covered by my answer that the
Mussalmans of India are a nation. As‘to the last
part of your query, it is hardly relevant to the
matter of clarification of the resolution.

(4) Surely you know what the word ** Muslims *’
means.

(5) This point does not arise by way of clarifica-
tion of the text of the Lahore Resolution.

(6) No. They will form units of Pakistan.

(7) As soon as the basis and the principle
embodied in the Lahore Resolution are accepted,
the question of demarcation will have to be taken
up immediately.

(8) In view of my reply to (7), your question (8)
has been answered.

(9) Does not relate to clarification.
. (10) My answer to (9) covers this point.

(11) Does not arise out of the clarification of the
resolution. Surely this isnot asking for clarification
of the resolution. I have in numerous speeches
of mine and the Muslim League in its resolutions
have pointed out that this is the only solution of
India’s problem and the road to achieve freedom
and independence of the peoples of India.

(12) ** Muslims under the Princes " : The Lahore
‘Resolutlon 1s only confmed to Brltlsh India. This
question does not arise out of the clarification of
the resolution.

(13) The definition of * minorities ' : You your-
. (13 . . » 1}
self have often said " minorities "’ means *' accepted
minorities.”

(14) The adequate, effective and mandatory



LR LRI T S
158 MY LEADPR

afeguards for minarities, teforred th 1n 1l coanta.
ton, arc a matter for megorinen e ] drredape
with the minatitics i the rospective Srorer o

Pakistan and Hi’xduva
(IJ) It dees 2*{“‘ Asie NI
are accepted, then the 1*:”.
worked out by the contracting prere-,
(a) Docenot arres by way of
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It is this basis that has brought me to you.
If the regions hoelding Muslim majorities have to
be separated according to the Lahore Resolution,
the grave step of separation should be specifically
placed before and approved by the people in that
area.

JINNAH : It scems to me that you are
labouring under some misconception of the real
meaning of the word ' self-determination.” Apart
from the inconsistencies and contradictions of
the various positions that you bave adopted
in the course of our correspondence, as
indicated above, can you not appreciate our
point of view that we claim the right of sclf-
determination as a nation and not as a territorial
unit, and that we are entitled to cxeicise our inherent
right as a Muslim nation, which is our birth-right ?
Whereas you are labouring under the wrong idea
that * self-determination " means only that of a
“ territorial unit,” which, by the way, is neither
demarcated nor defined yet, and there is no union
or federal constitution of India in being, function-
ing as a sovereign Central government. Qurs is a
case of division and carving out two independent
sovereign States by way of scttlement between two
major nations, Hindus and Muslims, and not of
severance or secession from any existing union, which
is non est in India. The right of self-determination,
which we claim, postulates that we are a naticn,
and as such it would be the self-determination of
the Muslims, and they alone are entitled to
exercise that right,

GANDHI: Your letter shows a wide diver-
gence of opinion and outlook between us. Thus
you adhere to the opinion often expressed by
you that the August 1942 resolution is '* inimical
to the ideals and demands of Muslim India.”
There is no proof for this sweeping statement.

JINNAH: I am really surpriséd when you
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there is no proof of what you characterise ac a
sweeping statement of mine, that the Auguse 1942
Resolution is inimical to the ideals and demands
of Muslim India. The resolution in its essence is
as follows :

(a) immediate grant of complete Independence
and setting up immediately of a federal Central
government on the basis of a united, demncratic
Government of India with federated units of
provinces, which means establishing a Hindu raj.

(b) that this National Government so set up
will evolve a scheme for a constituent assembly,
which will be chosen by adult franchiss, which will
prepare a constitution for the Government of
India, which means that the consritucnt asyembly
chosen will be composed of an overwhelming
majority of Hindus, nearly 75 per cont.

(c) to enforce this demand of the Congresy the
August resolution decides on and saactiony a resort
to mass civil disobedience ar vour comnand and
when ordered by youas the sole dictator of the
Congress.

This demand is basically and fundameneally

.opposed to the ideals and demands of Shshm

India of Pakistan, as embodicd in the Lihote
Resolution, and to enfotrce tuch a demind by miean?

of resort to mass civil disobedianc: s el b
the ideals and demands of Mushm Indivg wnd 3t
vou succeed in realising this demand, i wondd be
a death-blow to Mushm Tudae T osee rnon the
corrcspondence and talks breween you sl nos thiat
vou are sl holding fase o ot fatent
rosolution.
» » [ 3 L
v

$ ] N e ege s
You sayt "1 have therefore suggorted o v
LA S !tﬁ::} - £

out. Let it be a partitton as hapwey : ¢
. » ) U TR IO ot .
if a division there must bel” §reaiie dosnet o ‘
whar this meony, and [ eouid i vou to e300

PR,
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- this proposal and give me some rough outlines
“of this new idea of yours as to how - and when the
division is to take place, and in what way it is
different from the division envisaged by the Lahore
Resolution.

(2) Yousay: “Letuscallina third party or
parties to guide or even arbitrate beweenus.” May
I point out that you have repeatedly made clear to
me that you are having these talks as an individual
seeker. How can any question of a third party or
parties to guide or arbitrate between us arise ?

-GANDHI : Differing from you on the general
basis, I can yet recommend to the Congress and
the country the acceptance of the claim for separa-
tion contained in the Muslim League resolution
of Lahore of 1940, on my basis and on the following
terms :

The areas should be demarcated by a commis-
sion approved by the Congress and the League.
The wishes of the inhabitants of the areas
demarcated should be ascertained through the
votes of the adult population of the areas or
through some equivalent method.

If the vote is in favour of separation, it shall be
agreed that these areas shall form a separate State
as soon as possible after India is free from foreign
domination and can therefore be constituted into
two sovereign independent States.

There shall be a treaty of separation which
should also provide for the efficient and satis-
factory administration of foreign affairs, defence,
internal communications, customs, commerce and
the like, which must necessarily continue to be
matters of common interest between the contract-
ing parties.

The treaty shall also contain terms for safeguard-
ing the rights of minorities in the two States.

} Immediately on the acceptance of -
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by the Congress and the League, the two shall
dec1_de upon a common course of action for the
attamnment of Independence of India.

The League will, however, be frec to remain vut
of any direct action to which the Conpress
may resort and in which the League may not
be willing to participate.

If you do not agree to these terms, could you let
me know in precise terms what you would have me
to accept in terms of the Lahore Resolution and
bind myself to recommend to the Congress? If
vou could kindly ;do this, I shall be able to sce.
apart from the difference in approach, what
definite terms I can agree to. In your letter of
September 23, you refer to ** the basic and funda-
mental principles embodied in the ILahare
Resolution,” and ask me to accept them. Surely
this is unnecessary when, as I feel, I have accepted
the concrete consequence that should follow from
such acceptance.

JINNAH : You do not accept that the
Mussalmans of India are a nation.

You do not accept that the Mussalmans have an
inherent right of self-determination,

You do not accept that they alone are qr;czgird
to exercise thisright of theirs for self-determinarton

You do not accept that Pakistan is comprsad o
two zones, North-West and North-East, compriv.
ing six provinces, namely, Sind, Baluzinsan,
North-West Frontier Province, the Punjab, Beni
and Assam, subject to territorial adfstments that
mav be agreed upon, as indicated n the Lsbore
Resolution.  The matter of demarcang an:
defining the tarritorics can be taken up slesp to
fundamentals above-mentioned are accopul ";
for that purpotze machinery may by gor up 57

agreement. )
You do not accept the providons embadiedn b <
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Lahore Resolution for safeguarding the minoritics,
and yet in your lctrer under reply vou say : ** With
your assistance, I am cxploring the possibilities of
reaching an agreement so that the claim embodied
in the Muslim League Resolution of Lahore may be
rcasonably satisfied,” and proceed to say, ' You
must, therefore, have no apprehensions that the
August resolurion will stand in the way of our
reaching an agrecement.”

I bave already clearly explained to you that the
August resolution, so long as it stands, is a bar, for
it is fundamentally opposed to the Lahore Resolu-
tion. You then proceed to say: " That resolution
deale with the question of India as against Bricain,
and it cannot stand in the way of our settlement."
I am not at present concerned with Britain, but the
August resolution, as I have already stated, is
against the ideals and demands of Muslim League.
Further, there is the resolution of Jagat Narain
Lal, passed by the All-India Congress Committee
in May 1942 at Allahabad, which, in express terms,
lays down as follows :

* The A.L.C.C. is of opinion that any proposal to
disintegrate India by giving liberty to any compo-
nent State or territorial unit to secede from the
Indian Union or Federation will be bighly
detrimental to the best interests of the people of
the different States and Provinces and the country
as a whole and the Congress, therefore, cannot
agree to any such proposal.”

These two resolutions, so long as they stand, are
a complete bar to any settlement on the basis

of the division of India as Pakistan and Hindustan.
* * E 3 *

Now let me take your main terms

(a) “ I proceed on the assumption that India is
'not to be regarded as two or more nations but as
one family consisting of many members of whqm
the Muslims living in the north-west zones, te.

\.,,,_»
N
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Raluchistan, Sind, North-\West Frontier Province
and_ that part of Punjab where they are in absnlute
majority over all the other elements, and in pates of
Bengal and Assam where they 31¢ in oheolute
majority, desire to tive in geparation feom the Tovt
of India.” I this term were accep:ed and given
effect tO, the present houndaries of theee Urovind o
would be maimed and mutilated beyond redemp-
tion and leave us only with the husk. and it 18

opposed to the Lahore Resolution.

b) Thatevell in those mutilated areasso defmned,
the right of sclf- Jetermination will not be exercised
by the Muslims but by the inhabitanis of thew
areas SO dcmarcatcd. This again i$ opposed to ther

fundamentals of the Lahore Resolutinn.

(¢) That if the vote is in favour O seprratioit.
they shall be allowed to “ form a scparate State A&
goon as possible after India is free from foreitn
domination." Vhereas w¢ propose chiap we Giould
come to complete gortlement of Qur oFn M di-

atcly, an by our united front aned wtfore b9
everything 1t ou

r power 0 qecute T frepdor anid
indcpcndencc of the peoples af Tndiy nit the b
“of Pakistan and Hindustan.
wThere shall B2 2 grogre ok

(d) Next you 8av,
geparation which chould abo p:swzi.z {ar tue
cfiicient and catinfactory administrationt al forenn
affairs, defrunce, intornal cczmmlmicazi T L
commercss and the tike, which mut 1eee RIS
continue 10 be mateere ol comnan e boeproTelt
the cmxtract’m;‘, p.\r:w;." 10 they vieal zia*zr.-v AT
aedy et b

ro be ndmini%crcd by LM Conet R
oTi

do not indicat® whar sers ot cuthersy 7 gt e
will b sor U vo wdmme it :’nv’c'tzanrf:rs L
Loy PETR AN G A Ly tHST atred nn b
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The matter of security of the two States and the
natural and mutual obligations that may arise out
of physical contiguity will be for the constitution-
making body of Pakistan and that of Hindustan, or
other party concerned, to deal with on the footing
of their being two independent States. As regards
the safeguarding of the rights of minorities, I have
already explained that this question of safeguarding
the minorities is fully stated in the Lahore
Resolution.
* ® 4 s

I cannot agree with you when you finally wind
up by saying : "' In your letter of September 23,
you refer to ' the basis and fundamental principles
embodied in the Lahore Resolution and ask me to
accept them. Surely this is unnecessary when, as
1 feel, I have accepted the concrete consequence,
that should follow from such acceptance.” This
is obviously far from correct. Why not then
accept the fundamentals of the Lahore Resolution
and proceed to settle the details ?

I have said that Jinnah and Gandhi are two
phenomena of opposite drifts. The correspon-
dence brings out the truth of this statement in the
clearest possible terms. Here we find that while
Jinnah passionately claims to belong to a separate
and distinct nation, Gandhi refers to him as a
mere ‘convert’ who must remain bound in
slavery to Hindu majority. That is the genhius
of Hinduism. It stands for the privilege of one
class. Others are either Scheduled castes or
outcaste. Gandhi wonders how mere conversion
could wrest the Muslims from the ‘ parent stock ’.
His wonder is understandable in view of his



166 MY LEADER

aim—which is the establishment of Hindudom.
Gandhi wants to allot the same position to
Muslims under Hindudom as at present
enjoyed by the sixty million untouchables.—also
the children of the ‘parent stock’. But even as
Gandhi is determined to instal Hinduism 1n
supreme seat of power in India, Jinnah is inflesib-
ly resolved not to submit to it. On the contrary.
he is determined to establish the supremacy of
Islam in his own homelands. The point is
transparently clear in the correspondence.

It needs a great man to take firm decitions.
but it takes a superman to stick to them.
Jinnah represents the tenacity of purpose of
a superman. Mark how he understands what is
the primary aim before him. His eye is fixed on
the main issue. He does not allow himself by
hair's breadth to deviate from the tain point.
He docs not permit Gandhi to confuse the issue by
propositions like *partition as brothers” and
' territorial self-determination’.  Strasght to the
point, that is the rule. Hindu peliticians are in the
habit of *indirect” approach: hence cheir inability
to understand the simplicity and  claricy of
Jinnah's case. They suspect him of hiling

something. They declure ; * Pakistan i o eountes

Y
for bargaining’ Thus they merely betray oo
own duplicity of mind. Clenr enuncution rs
. L) ":" b
aims and programmes iz not rhe forle s Db

¥
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politicans. That is why they despair of Jinnah,
whose meanings you can neither mistake nor
divert him from his aim. *He is tke incorrup-
tible politician par excellence.”

Again, Jinnah-Gandhi meeting was not a meet-
ing between two politicians. From Gandhi's point
of view it was his last fierce onslaught on the
‘Jinnah citadel! So far his weapons had
been denunciation. Now he chose the weapon
of blandishment. Do you see, he himself
went to Jinnah. (The whole Congress press was
at pains to bring this point to the fore to
show how humble the Mahatma is.) The Mahatma"
is known to possess great powers of persuasion.
Armed with that power, and the halo of an
humble saint, he went to Jinnah to convert him
to his own creed, which, in Gandhian cult,
.purports to be simple dictation. Had he not
brought so many down to his own point of
view ? Perhaps a meeting as a ‘seeker’ after
truth with Jinnah might do the same trick as
did the Fast unto Death at Poona with Ambedkar.
Gandhi’s meeting with Jinnah was one of his'

‘fast-kind * methods for the same purpose, namely,
to destroy the other's case by underhand means.
Ambedkar rues the day he signed. the Poona
Pact. But Gandhi forgot one thing. ‘His spell
1s effective only over those who' accept it, It,is

-
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bound to fail with anyone who does not worship
the Gandhian cult.
‘ Cannlos, &5 S easie G e o)
Caas Ua .:l plE FYSS] Qg <} o
So long you worship it, this idal is God,
But the moment you stand crect, 1t is dead.

Therefore, Gandhi could not expect Jinnsh
who owes allegiance to one God but to judae
him on the score of common-sense.  Jinunah
rejected Gandhi’s proposals on that very score.
The fact of his having stuck to the common-sense
course of thought in face of Gandhi's widely
advertised hypnotism bears an eloguent testimony
to the great personality of Jinnah.

His unflinching resolve to fight for his goal
makes him fearless of all opposition. He
openly declared it to Gandhi: “If one doss not
agree with you or differs {from you, youare ;ziwny'
right and other party is always wrong, and du
next thing is that many are waiting prepared, o
your circle. to pillory me when the word goe,
but I must face all threats and consequences, and
1 can only act according fo my fudgemen! ari
consctence.

Gandhi had complained in his a‘g?nm,!: orst the
Augu\t 8, 1942 Resolution ti m Jininah wae v
Gandhi only meant to say that Jinnah doe o
bow to him. Jinnal's *vanity”® has mode evy
Muslim raise his head erect. One man ha oot
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the whole body of his followers to a status of
respectability. Not in vain did the late Allama
Igbal address it to Jinnah: *........ You are the
only Muslim in India to-day to whom the com-
munity has a right to look up for safe guidance
through the storm....”

It 1s impossible to overemphasise the importance
of Jinnah's role in our time. In one word, he
symbolises the stubborn nature of Islam in the face
of invasions. Surrounded by anti-Islamic forces,
Jinnah has stood like a rock. He bagan his
organisational work with the words: * You will
never be able to destroy that culture which we
have inherited, the Islamic culture, and that spirit
will live, is going to live and has lived. You may
Overpower us ; you may oppress us ; and you can
do your worst. But we have come to the conclu-
sion and we have now made the grim resolve that
we shall go down, if we have to go, fighting.”
These words were addressed to the Congress Party
in 1939. To-day is 1945—an elapse of six years—
and can anyone now doubt that the Mussalmans
shall not allow themselves to be oppressed, they
shall not go down?

Jinnah has organised the Mussalmans and
given them a goal. Indeed the change Jinnah has
''wrought in the Muslim thought and body-politic
is tremendous. No one ever before has touched
the Musllm mind so deeply
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In1931 the great Igbal could enly visualise the
consolidation of Muslim provinces in the north-
west into a single dloc with the utmost sutonpmy
and minimum powers at the Centre. He could
go no further. He could not go further. not
because he lacked imagination, but that the Muslim
state of disorganisation was extremely appalling.
So much so that even this proposal was ridi-
culed as a poet’s phantasy. To-dav Pakistan
is a practical position. The Mussalmans zhall
be content with nothing less. In the words
of Beverly Nichols: * The dream empire may
one day come out of the clouds. and phice
itself on the world’s map with a bang” That
is what Muslim determination has now to weach
a foreign journalist. Jinnahk has changed che
phantasy into a fact.

Jinnah is sometimes deseribed 2z oo mpnd
too matter-of-the-face, too  unpimaginative, e
much stuck fo the present teo fond
Jegalities and o unable to leok far ahend
him. True, Jinnah s all these, But
exactly where hie makes a difference over 2
of Muslim leaders of the Khilafar days o *
areat imaginativeness led them o glow over it
details and moves x‘st the burning feesent vl
s?«:km h complete ruin of theentire 31 Tty
politic in the fulure. Tintah pr ik
He takes cognisance of overy
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each small move, for he knows that it is these -
details which cut the shape of things to come.
Future is born out of the womb of the present.
That is why Jinnah takes a good care of the present.
But it is wrong to say that Jinnah is without
imagination. He has his imagination. Even he
has his dreams. I shall here record just one minor
incident in his life to illustrate my point.

It was in the autumn of 1942, Jinnah was.
touring the Punjab. I was reporting his activities
for Dawn. Before the conclusion of the tour
we were at Lahore. Jinnah was given a tea party.
At that tea party someone suggested to him that
he should visit the grave of the late Allama Igbal.
He was ready. Taking leave of his hosts,
he got ready to go. Half an hour later, five-
people quietly got out of two cars and stood by
the grave of the great poet, thinker, sage and
philosopher of Islam. It was dusk. There was
chill in the air. Jinnahstood motionless and said his
fateha. He was in a reflective mood and every
one held his breath. It was a strange meeting .
between the poet who had dreamt, cried and gone
and the man whom his vision had marked out to -
be the only one who could guide the Mussalmans
through their ‘serious juncture.” What. was
Jinnah thinking? He just stood. I was overawed .
by the occasion. The great Shahi Mosque was.-
silent. Its minarets were in splinters. Did they not -
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Indian politics. For more than thirty yecars
now he has played one important role after
another and no one can conscientiously
accuse - him of a single dishonest thought
or a single dishonest move. It is an abomin-
able lie to say that he has turned against
the freedom of India. Jinnah isas much dedicated
%o the freedom of India to-day as he was cver
"before. Indeed he is the only man who has stuck
fast to this ideal in Indian politics. Only he
has become clearer as to whatshould that freedom
" mean to the Indian Mussalmans. If that is his
sin, he pleads guilty to the charge; in that respect
he is the ‘sinnest scul alive.’
 If freedom means the giving up of Islam—‘as it
is bound to mean under the hegemony of Hindu
numbers—surels tim-ah is reso’ived to remain o
‘Muslim first, a Muslim second ané z Muslim Jast.
He shall never cive up his rich heritaﬂe of Tlam.
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1r4 MY LEADER

reconstruction of Islamic thought and sociery i
the light of modernism, and that work can bepre
-eminently performed by Indian Mussalmas
Unhandicapped by any vested interests, they : a3
are best fitted to experiment reorientation 4
thought. Jinnah is at the helm of such bad;w?
men. ]
If Jinnah succeeds in buzldmg up an M
State in India—his success is entirely depan fer
on the amount of support he gets from t%
Mussalmans—he would be in a position .
perform the boldest experiment in the history ¢
Islam and the greatest revolution of all time-.

That makes the duty of Mussalmans clest
Will they shoulder the great responsibilicy Jinnt!
has placed on them ?  Or will they fail 2 Tia
is the question. The answer will determine tin
nature and scope of the revolution Jinnal ha
it in him to bring about in our times.

TO MY MIND, IF THE INDIAN MUSSAL

%

MANS HAVE NOT YET TOO FAR siN&ED
AGAINST THEMSELVES: 1F GO il f’}
NOT ALREADY ORDAINED TO AL

ANOTHER PEQPLE 7TO LUPHOL 13 “f*f'f‘f'z
BANNER OF ISLAM, THE MUIRALM ‘a“\; S
Pr NS

SHALL SURELY RALLY ROUND [ ¥
IN  EVER-INCREASING  FOR: 'E. \;u‘:i}
ACHIEVE THE GOAL THAT HE 1IAS 5r

BEFORE THEM. ;
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