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INTERROGATORIES OF AMBASSADOR STAHMER

QUESTIONS ¥OR AMBASSADOR STAHMER

l., At any time during your conversations, negotiations orconferences
with Ambassador OCIIMA did he at any time commit himself as favorable
to Japanese commencing or participation in any war?

Answer - No, he did not commit himself in that way.,

2 At any time did Ambassador OSHIMA take a partisan stand on any
matters under consideration or were his acts, conversations and
opinions governed by his instructions from his government?

Ansver - When we talked together as far as our work was concerned,
I always had the impression that he spoke according to instructions
from his government,

3. Did you see him in Japan during his retirement? Socially, official=-
ly? Did he discuss his plans for the future? Military mission to
Germany? Corps Commander, etc?

Ansver - In Japan I saw him in 1940 only socially, but he never discussed
his plans for the future nor any politics, "hen he left Berlin in 1939,
he told me also nothing about his ideas for the future,

4Le Did OSHIMA occupy any position officially or othermise except
that of Ambassador while he was in Germany? Did he ever go beyond
his authority or responsibility at any time, to your knowledge?

Answer - No, as far as I know, nor got I ever the impression that he
went beyond his authority or responsibility,

o« In Germany is the ambassador considered the representative of the
head of the State or of the government in power?

Answer - Head of the state, we were not so much intercsted in the
political processes by which results were obtained, but with the
relationship resulting through the action taken., Ambassadors ree
present the head of the State, Ministers represent the government,
their authority is more limited., Thc ambassador is the head of the
mission and enjoys all the privileges of his rank and immunities
from jurisdiction and interference,

6., Did OSHIMA ever at any time receive instructions as far as you
know, which obliged him to do anything boyond diplomatie protoeol

or procedure established in international relat‘ons? Were you more or
less protocol chief for diplomatic relations with Japan & Oshima?

Pere you ever asked by OSHIMA or Ribbentrop to go beyond diplomatie
practice in any of your ncgotiations with OSHIMA?

Ansver = I never got the impression that Oshima received instruetions
which obliged him to do anything beyond diplomatie protocol, I was
not protocol chief for diplomatic rclations with Oshima and the
Japanese Embassy, but I worked in that line closely together with

the Germany chief of Protocol Baron Dornherg, Neither OSHIMA nor
Ribbentrop ever asked me to go beyond diplomatie practiec in any

of our necgotiations,
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7. Were there any col?aborﬁtion between Germany and Japan as far as
you know that was nyo 1dea for by trveatv arnd regulated by some
agreement entered I.to thur the cglatlisilc i diplomatic channels?

Answer = There wos v ¢2XTagrretisn betweon Germany and Japan, as

far as I khow that was e tkrfﬁrzd ror by treaty and wcnt not
through the €« Sohed chHanneds.

8, Were all of 0217IMA's dealings with you and with Ribbentrop usual
procedure adspuod Ly other diplomats in their relations with Germany?

Answer = OSHilMi's deaiings vith mc and with Ribbentrop were not

diffcrent at all from the dealings of other ambassadors with vhom
I had to work,

9, Did OSHIMA ever interest himself in matters outside of his
diplomatic tasks and duties which wvere contrary to the best interest
of either Germany or Japan and those rcquired of his office?

nswer- No, not so far:as I know.

10, Did OSHIMA cver manifest any interest in party politics of Japan
or have advance information on who was to be Prime [inister of
Foreign Minister? Did you know as quickly as he in most cases?

Ansver = He mever talked about Japanesc party politics, and he was
as surprised as we were when the govornmcnta changed, Somectimes
we heard through radio sooncr the namcs of the new Prime or
Foreign Minister than he heard it officially. '

11, How many diffcrent Foreign Ministers were there in Japan during
his tour of duty in Germany? Did all of the various cabinets express
different foreign policies, or vary the policy torards Gormany?
Anster - As far as 1 know 10 or 1ll,
All of the various cabinets had different political ideas
as far as Germany was concerncd, Sometimes their policy tovards
Germany varied slightly, sometimes vcry much, '
Q. "as there not alwnys some anxiety in Germany vhen a.change came about?
Ansver = Yes, we werce alway nervous and never knew beforchand vhat a
- change of cabinet meant for us,

Q, Vere nev contacts always neccessary vwhen a change in Cabinet took
plaec? :

Ansrer = Yes, in Tokyo the embassy alvays had to try to keep up
¢éontact with the changing ministers,

Q, = From your rclationship with OSHIMA could you say that hc vas
affiliated with any ccrtain pol1tlcnl party in Japan° Was he quite
divorced from party politics?

Answver = I never got the impression that OSHIMA was interested 1in
Japanese party politics., He secmed quite divorced from party politics.

12, Tere all of the official acts of OSHIMA based upon the policy

of the Japanese Government as expressed in messages, telegrams and

cormissions? Or did h¢ impose his personal views in his official .
negotiations?
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Ansver = All the official ncts of OSHTMA vere based upon the policy of
his government, I ncver got ary other impression,

Qs Did he represenc his viers and voala his pesition permit it?

Ay, = When he represerted his viers, he did it cither to assist or to
explain the inctructions of his government, Then he s asked

questions, which hc fclt he could not ansver on his o bchalf, he .
told us he would cebie to his governnent and ask for cxplanation or defini-
tion, That happened several times, -

Qs - Vhat would happen in the event of a conflict of viers botveen the
Forcign Ministor and the Ambassador? ™hose word is more final in
diplomatic proccdure?

s = In the cvent of a conflict of views botween the Foreign Minister
and the Anbassador, obviously the Forcign Minister's vord is final in
diplomatic procedurc,

13, To what extent is an ambassndor regarded as the roprescntativciof *
the head of the state and granted immnity and special priviléges
under International Law and custons anong Nations? Gernany?

Ansver = An ambassador is espccially trented as the personal represent-
ative of the head of the State, Vhen he appears officially he enjoys
special honours, and he is granted inmunity and speceial privileges
according to International Lav and custons anong nations,

All thosc ambassadorial privilepes are connceted tith his person,

not vith any other official of his cnbassy,

Qs - "ere thesc principles adhered to rigidly in Germany as respects
ambassadors of the allied nations at outbreak of rar? Please explain
procedurc, .

A o = These principles vere alrays rigidly adhered to in Gernany

o8 respects ambassadors of . the allied nations at outbreck of wmr,

I remember that -special officials of the foreign officc were ordéred
to take care of the differcnt ambassadors. Speeial trains and guards
had to transport all memhers to a resort, normally firsteclass hotcl,:
vhere they'could wait till the German Embassy members in the rcspect-
ive countries merc recady,. Then the smbass~dors and cnbossy ncmbers
vere cxchanged, undcr German responsibility till the Gorman borders,
"hen diplomatic rclations verc severed s for instance betcen
Chungking-China and Geruany, the ambass-dor and his staff ocould
nevertheless stay in their houscs, ~nd they enjoycd spceionl privileges
in the rationing of food, gasoline and so on, This is customary as
long as hec stays in the country vhere he mas formerly accredited,

“hen he lerves this country, he is estimated as forcigner of distinct-
ion, During the siege of "ars~v in September, 1939, i,c. cven before
the occupntion, n spceialamistice of 24 hours wns grantcd to the city
only to givec the diplomatic corps possibility to lecavc,

14. Vas OSHIMA informcd of tho American~Jnpancsc negotiations
prior to Pearl Harbor? Hr~d he ever protested to his government
as far ns you know on account of lack of informntion? as he
kept informed usually or only as to ccrtain negotiations?

Ansver -« I do not know, but I do not belicvo it, beecausc he

told me scveral times that he s badly informed from his govern-
ment, and he complaincd about it, I =0t thc *iorcssion th' ho
mas usually only informed as far as his governmcnt believed it to
be nccessary, |
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BASED UPON COUNT &5 OF THE INDICTMENT

Lt any time during your ncgotiations, convcrsations

or conferences with Ambassador Oshima did he initictc
discussions or any qucstions officially or unofficially
dcaling with Japan=German rclations mithout first obtalin-
ing instructions from his Government?

Not as far as I knor,

Did he toke o lead or role as orgenizer of any movement,

policy or program vhich 1us sponsored by any group in the
Jamancse Government, os distinguished from thc organized

machincry and governmental proccss of Japan?

I never got the impression, when 1 sav him, that hc
t~1kcd othertisc as in his capacity as ambassador, that
ncans as representative of his government,

Did he instigate any program or governmontal policy of
Japan vhich later became the foreign policy of his
government ?

No, he always talked according to the instruction of his
government, vhich several times changed its policy con-
ccrning Germany.

Did he assist or in any vay further the progran of any
faction, group or organization as distinguished from the
ordinary channcls of diplomatic intercoursc during the
period of your rclations vith him?

I ncver got tht impression,

Did he formulate in any manncr any policy or plank of any
program vhich was proposed by the Japanesc government or ‘ere
a1l of his negotiations basecd upon matters which

originatced in Tokyo, or throush the governmental machinery

in Berlin?

His negotiations were alvays bascd upon orders coning from
Tokyo or vishcs from the government in Berlin,

Did he take any nart in the exccution of any program,
policy or agrcement vhich vas not sponsorcd, promotcd and

urged by his ovn government through diplomatic channcls?

T ncver heard of it.

"as there any definjte continuity in thc forcign policy
of Japan tovards Germany over the period of years of your
nssociation ith ‘this problem?

A, Through the German forcign policy tovards Japan tas unchanged,
the Japancse policy as far as Germany vas concerncd changed
soveral tines; the idecas of the Government Konoe = Hirota

(Summer 1938), Hiramuma - Arita (Jamuary 1939), and Konoc =

Matsuoka (July 1940) in that line was cxtremely diffcrent,

0, Did you ever have any conversations or ncgotiations writh
Ambass~dor Oshima which would indicate to you that he bore
any closcr rclationship to one of thc nine foreign ministers
of Japan than to the other ecight, who vere in charge of
forcign affairs during his tour of duty as Ambassador?
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L. No, I have never hecard hin cxpress grenter friendship to-
vards any forcign ninister particularlﬁ; having been abscnt
such a long time from Japah, probably he did not cven knov.

then personally.

0, It is charged that the objeet of the Gernan-Japnnesc=Italian
agreements vore to sceure the military, naval, political and
ceonormical domination of the vhole world, cach having specific
domination in its won sphecre,

"ould you please gilve your explanation of the underlying
purposc of the internationnl relations betveen the three

nations,

The claim that the three natlons Gernany=Japan=Italy

sought to dominate the rorld through their international
rolations is absurd, "hen I vas occupiced vrith the negotiate-
ions of the German-Japancsc-=Italian agreement, 1t wos the
seneral idea in 1938 &£19% to avoid threatening political
isolation and to prevent var through forming a defensive
alliancc, thercby strengthening the international political
situation in general, In 1940, after Germany ves alrcady
at war, thc idea was to avoid the farther outspreading of
the var by preventing the United States from entering the
var, and to establish a platform for pencec, Never have 1
heard from any side any vord acbout a plan of doninating the

vorld, .




Def, Doc, ¥ 1714

QUESTIONS & ANS''ERS FOR AMBLSSADOR
STAHMER

COLLABORATION - JAPAN, GERMANY AND ITALY BASED UPON
OPENING STATRIENT OF THF. PROSECUTION ON THIS PH.SE,

To what cxtent did any Japancse statesmen, other than
Matsuoka, participate in thec ncgotiations 1ith you and
Ambassador Ott prior to the conclusicn of thc Tri-
Partitc Pact in Scptember 19407

Only Matsuoka participated, no othor Japancsc stntesman,

During your negotiations with Matsuoka did he at any time
interrupt confcrecnees or conversations to confer and con-
sult vith other Japancsc statecsmen concerning the content,
wording or intent of the Tri-Partite Pact?

No, during our nepotiantions Mntsuoka did not even teclephone
with other people,

The Prosecution hns stated on page 7, sub-division 2:
"Shortly after the rcorientation of German policy with
respect to Sino=Japenese conflict, and German~Japanese
rclations, von Ribbentrop, then Germnn Forcign Minister,
proposed German-Japancse militery alliance aimed at the
entire world", ' | |

Is this statement true? If not, cxplain,

As far as I knov,, Ribboentrop proposcd a ner agreement with
Jopan, with the idea of strengthening political rclations
with this country, I came in shortly after the negotint-
ions began, and I vis instruetcd to work in the preparations
of a defensive alliance, DNever have I hcard from Ribbene-
trop or any othcr side even a hint of a pronoscd. Gernane
Japanese military alliance 4imed at the cntire vorld,

It is stated thnt the cccused Oshima and Shiratori verc sent to
Romc for the purposc of inducing Mussolini to cnter

in to the proposcd Tri=Partite Pact?

Is this statement true? If not, cxplein to what coxtent
Ribbentrop ond Hitler hnd previously ncgotinted and con-

ferred with Mussolini concerning this matter,

It is not true, nccording to my knowlcdgc, that Oshima and
Shiratori vcre sent to Rome to induce Mussolini to enter in
the proposed Tri=Partite Pncte The Germ-n Government could
and would ncver use Forcign ambassadors for such n purpose,
Bosides, as I know definitely, Hitler and Ribbentroo hnd
nlready talked vith Mussolini about the idea of a Tri-
Partitc Pact during thc Munich Confcrence in September 1938,
wvhere Mussolini agreed orincipally,

"ere you ndvised s to the mission of the Tto Commission vwhich
wvas scent to Berlin and Rome rclating to the abortive Tri-
Partite agreement,

No .
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In Count Ciano's Diary it is rclated that Shiratori and
Oshima refuscd to follow the instructions declivercd by
‘the Tto Commission,

What has been your cxpericnce concerning the accuracy of
the items sct out in the Ciano diary?

I have only rcad an abridged version of Ciano's diary,
but I do not takc it as a historical document,
He asscrts, for instancc, that he was against the Italians
attacking Greecec, but at that time I heard from the Italian
Embassy that Ciano assisted this plan very rmuch and as
proud of it; only after the Italian defeat in Albonia he
changed his opinion,

It is charged that the anbassadors asserted that they would
resign in the event the pact of alliancc was not concluded
without rescrvation,

Were you awarc of any such conditlion?

I d&#d not hear of this asscrtion, if it is truc, thc Japanesc
Government must know it, I think I rould have knowm of it,
surcly, if it vere true, Thc only mention 1 have ever

hcard of such a thing was from the one source,

1t is charged that Germany endcavored to cxeite Japan's feeling
against Amerieca by influcneing the press and leading personalitics,
Pleasc state if this is true, if not, pleasc explain the attitude
of the German leaders tovnrds appeascment of the United States,

I do not know, and I ras personally never conncctcd with this
line, I only rcmember that Goebbels vianted to attack F.D,R.
personally, but that Hitler, after a conference 'ith Ribbentrop,

strictly forbade any pcrsonal attack of the person of a forecign
Chief of state, ey

It is charged that negotiations for Japancse=German hliiancc Tere
renevcd by Kurusu on the 19 June 1940,

Please explain this statement in the light of the wctual Circuns=-
tQHCCS.

Kurusu only told the German Governrcnt that thce nev government

in Tokyo vanted a closcr contact; he did not begin negotiations
otherisc it would not have becn necessary to scnd me to ‘Tokyo,
becausc the situation 1as too obscurc to bec analyzecd .from

Berlin, As far as I knov, he vas during the negotiations in
Tokyo only very scantily informed by his own governmcent, -

It is charged that on 8 July 1940 Ambassador Sato and Kurusu

in confcrence with you and Ribbentrop confcrred conccrning
the rclations betveen Japan and Germany,

Please explain the naturc and extent of this di cussion,

That vms no confcroncc, but only a courtesy call with a
nornal conversation, vhere I got the impression that both
sides wanted to avoid any remark concerning unsolved
politieal questions, I remember that the Japanesc Minister
Katai, who travelled at that time in Europc was present,

11, To what extent the French and Dutch East Asis colonics ecarne
in for discussion during this conversation?

A, I have no rcecollections,

12, To what extent had the Japancsc statesmen manifested their
fears concerning the intercst of Germany in the Pacifie Isles?

A, Samec as question number 11,
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13, To what extent did the appointment of Matsuocka effect the
Japanese Foreign policy tovards Germany?

A, From the ner cabinet rvith Konoye as Prime Minister and
‘Matsuoka as Foreign Minister me got the impression that
this cabinet mas interested to come to a closer contact
with Germany. "hen I arrived in Japan 1 found that the
government had already made preparations for a pact with
Germany and I taly, '

In Germany what was the impression as to what officials of
the Japanese government determined upon the Foreign Policy
of Japan during all of the time while you were Liaison
betreen Ribbentrop and Oshima?

We did not have the impression that any single statcsmen
determined upon the Japanese foreign poliecy. For us the
different statcsmen vere only exponents of different
groups or a combination of groups, somectimes more friendly
towards Germany, somctimes more towards the United States
and England,

Xt the time when you arrived in Tokyo for the negotiations

of the TriePartite Pact did you consider that Japan and

the United States would become engaged in var in t?e Pac%fic
pPe 19

No, I wanted to prevent the entrance of the United States
into the war,

The prosecution has stated that the 20 million of German
descent Americans were considered to hold an influential
position in the United States, Would you plcase state
what you told Matsuoka concerning this?

"hen Matsuoka asked me about the influence of the German
descent Americans, I told him that I believed they wore
better "merican citizens than many other Americans, and
informed him of my expericnces in that line in Chicago,

Did you discuss the terms of the Tri-Partite Pact with
Princc Konoye or any other cabinet member before or after
its completion in Tokyo?

No, neither with Prince Konoye nor any other cabinct member
vhom I saw, Only after the signature, during official
lunches or dinners was the matter commented upon.

Please explain the eircumstances vhich brought about the
signing of the Pact in Borlin rather than in Tokyo.

I do not remember; the German Embassy in Tokyo got a
cablc some days before the negotiations were finished
that Germany and Italy wanted to have the pact signed
in Berlin,

Please explain Matsuoka's idea concerning this matter,

At first he seemed a little reluctant, but very soon he
agrecdy I believe that, as a sort of compensation,
Ribbentrop invited him on the cvening of the 27 September

to come to Berlin.,

¥ % * *




DC‘f. DOC. # 1714

21, Was the Soviet Union considered a potential participant
in the Tri Partite Pact? Explain,

A, Though I wvas never told so, I believe both Germany and
Japan wanted the Soviect Union %o participate later, At
any rate, both governments werc very anxious to avoid
any possibility to offend the Soviet Union,

Tt is stated that "The German Ambassador to Japan made a
report on the 31 Jamuary 1941 to his government of a two
day research with the attaches of the armed foreces in
vhich it was concluded that the chancos of -success of an
attack by Japan against Singapore werc favorable", WVas
this action authorized in Berlin or taken upon the ine
itiative of Ambassador Ott?

A. T belicve that this action was takcn upon the initiative of
Ambassador Ott, becausc if Berlin had askcd for such a
rescarch the telegram concernced must be referred to after
the custom of the German Foreign Officc, as for instance
in the telepram Nr, 129 from the 27th September, 1941,

German Number 119,

Upon the arrival of Foreign Minister Matsuoka in Germany
in 1941 did he advisc you of the principle international
question which he dosired to discuss with Ribbentrop?

No, P

Did you at any timc learn of the purposc of his mission?

1 only heard shortly after he had lcft Berlin that hce
wanted to make a’ non-aggression pact with tho Soviet Union,

As far as you know was Ambassndor Oshima adviscd boforchand
or during the visit of the object of his tour?

I do not know, beccausc Oshima did not tell me,

Were you cver avarc of any conversations between /mbassador
Oshima and von Ribbentrop conccrning the advisability of an
Japancsc attack on Singaporc?

1 was never present at a meeting between Ribbentrop and
Oshima whore a Jopanesc attack on Singapore was mantioned,

Is it likely that such a conversation took placec? Explain

I do not bclieve it, for as far as 1 know Oshima, he was
always very cautious,

as it undecrstood in Berlin that Matsuoka's opinions and
expressions were purcly unofficial and personal vicvs,
rathor than backed by his Government, when he discusscd
Singaporc and joint cconomic and military coopcration?

T believe that Berlin understood Matsuokas opinion as
purcly unoffieial and personal views, becausc we knew that
the governments changed very oftcn in Japan and that a
strong man, as vhat Matsuoka vished to impress himsclf,
vas not possible under the Imperial Regime in Japans
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<9, It is stated (p30) that "On the 24 May 1941 a report mas
made by German Military Attache in Tokyo to German Foreign
Intelligence Office that Japan a cknowledged her treaty
obligations in the cvent United States entered the war,"
Is this statement based on facts?

.A4 I do not know, 1I neyer heard of it,

30, It is charged that "When the Tri-Partite Pact was concluded
27 September 1940, Matsuoka in reply to a question stated
that an agrecment would be negotiated between the three
povers for a now scparate peace pact in the event of hostile

lties", Are you aware of any such statement being uttered
at that time?

Ly T do not rcmember to have talked mith Matsuokn about a
"no secparate peace clause®,

31, Up until the time you left Germany were the offiecials of
the government informed of the statc of negotiations be-
tween Japan and the United States? Please explain this
situation,

Ae WhenI wms still in Germany in 1941, the German officials
concerned were very nervous, because they never got a
clear answer of the state of negotiations between Japan
and the United States, during early 1941 until October

when T left, We only heard indircctly and thru unreliable
information or rumors,

32, It is stated that on the 18 January 1942 the armed forces of
Japan, Germany and Italy concluded military agreemcnt "In
the spirit of the TriePartite Pact 27 September 1940", and
provided for operational coordination among them, Was any

such situation contemplated at the completion of the Trie
Partite Pact?

At the time of the signature of the TriePartite Pact no
such action or situation wms contemplated,




