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PREFACE

When I was engaged last year in writing a
small book, in Tamil, of Stories from Indian History
for the use of pupils in Elementary Schools, [ came
across, quite fortunately, some interesting books
on Sir Thomas Munro. A careful study of these
books led me to the conclusion that his life could
still inspire us with enthusiasm and zeal in our
respective duties and serve us as an ideal in many
walks of lifs.  So I thought that a mere chapter
in my earlier book would not do and that his Life
deserved special treatment in a separate book for
itself.

It is superfluous for me to enumerate here
the traits of mind and character of this Great and
Good Man, forI believe I have done justice to
them, as best as I could, in the last Chapter of this
book. But the very fact that he is remembered
aven to this day in several parts cf this Presidency
es “the Father of the people”, in several other parts
as “the Ryots * Friend”. and in Gooty as “the sage
Munro (Munrovarishi)” is enough to convince any-
body of the Great Good he has done for this country.
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In bringing out this book in its present form
several persons have helped me and to them all
I owe a deep debt of gratitude. I shall be failing
in my duty if I did not mention here their names
and the way in which they have helped me. To
A. H. A. Todd Esquire. M. A,,I. C S., Collector of
Salem, who was kind enough to circularise to the
Tahsildars of his District my request for informa-
tion with regard to certain local details and to
furnish me with what was forthcoming and to
Dewan-Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai Avl,B. A..B.- L,
C. 1. E., who also furnished me with certain other
details, I take this opportunity of conveying my
thanks. A.R. MacEwen, Esq., I. C.S.. Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, took a very great per-
sonal interest in the matter and I thank him very
sincerely for the encouragement he has given me.

I am deeply obliged to my Colleagues Messrs-
Md. Ishaq Hashimi. B- A, Hens, (London) and
K. Kanakasabhapathy Pillai. M. A, L. T., and also
to my old lecturers Messrs.  P. R. Krishnaswami,
M. A,L-T,and R. Ramaiyar M. A I, T, whoin
one way or another have helped me while this book
Wwas in preparation.

Muhammadan College,
Madras,
2811933,

Governmen$
} ‘A. C. Chettiar.
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