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PRETFFACE.

Tar, subject of the following Memoir, is not
a person of historical popularity, nor has he
left to the world any important writings. Yet
his short and melancholy story possesses a
peculiar interest, derived as well from the ex-
‘traordinary talents of the individual, as from
the singular state of society and literatiire
when he appeared in Scotland, and travelled
in Italy.

In writing this account, I have endeavdur-
ed, in the first place, to present an authen-
tic narrative of his adventures, .separating the
fictitious additions of later biographers, from
the details of centemporary authors; and,
secondly, to form a true estimate of the evi-
dence upon which this narrative rests, and of
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the real character and talents of the remark-
able person to whom it relates.

The ofriginal poems of Crichton will be
found reprinted'in an Appendix, along with
% The Testimonia” of the various authors, on
whose evidence the account of his adventures
is founded. An Engraving of Crichton is
prefixed, from an original painting in the
possession of Colonel Crichton, of Gayfield
Place, of which that gentleman most obli-
gingly permitted me to procure a copy.*

It is now considerably more than two years
since this little work was finished, and al-
though in the revisions it has undergone, a
scrupulous attention has been exerted in re-
gard to the accuracy of the facts stated, still,

* There are two other or:gmal pictures of Crichton in
this country. One in the possession of Thomas Grahame
Stirling, Esq. of Airth, which the kindness of that gentle-
man permitted me to examine. It bears, both in the can~
vass and pencilling, marks of great antiquity. The other,
which is preserved in the collection of Theodore Morlson
Esq. of Bognie, I have never seen.
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I fear that errors may have been committed,
which will be of easy detection to the eye of eru-
dition. One good effect has resulted from the’
difficulties experienced in the investigation,
since they have filled me with a deeper vene-
ration for those enlightened scholars, who, in
their illustrations of the early history and li-
terature of Scotland, have laboured on higher
ground—and whose genius has redeemed from
- the reproach of fable and_conjecture the re-
moter annals of their country.
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SECTION I

Tae name of the Admirable Crichton is
very generally known; and, if we wish to
denote .any person who is particularly re-
markable for learning and accomplishments,
it is a name which we almost inevitably
employ in our panegyric. Owing, however,
to the remote period in which he lived, few
are acquainted with the romantic and sin-
gular adventures of his life, or have perused
the contemporary accounts which have been
given to us by those authors who witnessed
the powers of his genius, and shared the ho-
nour of his friendship. And it is perhaps
not generally known, that some later wri-
ters have endeavoured to discredit the evi-
' A
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dence of these authors; that the very ex-
istence of this singular man has been ques-
tioned ; and that various attempts have been
made to undermine the foundation ui)on
which his reputation has so long rested, and
to convince the world, that the accumulated
praise of more than two centuries has been
thrawn away.

The life of Crichton appears, therefore, an
object of interesting investigation. It is in-
teresting, because it embraces a narrative
which has all the attractions that can be lent
to it by superior talents, by bold adventures,
and by severe and early misfortune. It is
in*eresting as a field of historical and biogra-
phical argument; and it is most of all inte-
resting, as it will lead to the examination of
the contemporary literature of the age in
which he lived, embracing the most classic
period in the history of Scotland, and the gol-
den age of Leo the Tenth in Italy.

In attempting to investigate the real his-
tory, and to estimate the true character of
Crichton, it may be proper to begin by col-
lecting, into one continued narrative, the va-
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rious and extraordinary circumstances in his
life, which have been related by his different
biographers ; and, having thus under our eye
the historical materials, on the examination
of which our opinion must be founded, we
may proceed to examine the nature, and de-
termine the import of that evidence, upon
which the endowments of this remarkable
man must either be regarded as fabulous, or
admitted to be true.

James Crichton, afterwards surnamed the
Admirable Crichton, was born in the year
1561.* He was the eldest son of Robert
Crichton of Eliock,t who filled the important

* The evidence, upon which this rests, is to be found in the
account of Crichton, published by Imperialis in his Musewn
Historicum, (Appendix, No. IX.) p. 243, in which it is stated,
that the death of Crichton happened in the 22d year of his
age, and in the year 1583 ; and nlso in the Dedication, by Aldus
Manutius, of the Timaeus of Cicero, to the Memory of James
Crichton, (Appendix, No. VI.) This evidence is corrobora«
ted by an entry preserved in the University Register of the
College of St Andrews, by which it appears that James Crich~
ton was matriculated at St Salvador’s College, in the month of
November, 1570 ; and also by a very curious account of Crich-
ton, published in his life-time at Venice, in 1580, and lately
discovered by Mr Singer. Appendix, No. I.  Robert Crichton,
of Eliock, in bis will, printed in the Appendix, writes his name
Creychton.

T That James Crichton was eldest son of the Lord Advocate,



4 LIFE OF CRICHTON.

office of Lord Advocate,* first to Queen Mary,
and afterwards to King James the Sixth. The
mother of Crichton was Elizabeth Stewart,t

is distinctly proved by the will of Robert Crichton, a very curi-
ous document, which is copied from the MS. Records of the
Commissary Court, and now printed for the first time in the Ap-~
pendix, No. XV.. The Lord Advocate there names ** Mr James
Crichton, my eldest sone, tutor testamentar to Agnes Crichton,”
and he nominates the Earl of Arran, Lord Doune, and a long
ist of his friends, as protectors of his wife, Isobel Borthwick,
“her bairnis and tenentis, at the least aye and tiJl my sone returne
out of Italie,” and then ordains him ¢ to honor and mentine her
as he will answer to God and have my blessing.”—~See, for addi-
tional matter on the History of the Crichton Family, Notes and
Tlustrations, Note A.

* Mr Robert Crichton enjoyed this high office, first in con-
Jjunction with Mr David Borthwick, (who was probably the fa-
ther of Isobel Borthwick, the Lord Advocate’s third wife,) and
afterwards, in consequence of the age and infirmities of his co-
adjutor, who was likewise a Lord of Session, was' promoted to
his seat on tlre Bench; with the express provision contained in
the letter of his sovereign, that, upon the decease of Mr David
Borthwick, * Mr Robert bruik the said -office in soliddm all the
dayes of his life-time, but (without) any colleague to be adjoin-
ed to him.” Mr David Borthwick, Eliock’s predecessor, suc-
ceeded to the office of King’s Advocate in 1578, after the death
of Mr John Spens of Coridie, as is seen by an extract from the
Pitmedden Manuscript, which will be found printed in the
Notes and Illustrations, Note B. It appears, from the same
useful and curious eollection, that Mr John Spens sticceeded in
this office to Mr Henry Lauder, who had enjoyed it for many
years, and died in 1561.

4+ His mother was Elizabeth Stewart. Evidence of this will
be found in Note C of the Notes and Illustrations.

9
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daughter of Sir James Stewart of Beath, the
direct ancestor of the present Earl of Moray.
It is well known, that the family of Moray
is descended, in the male line, from the house
of Avandale or Evandale, which last family
sprung from a son of Murdoch, Duke of Al-
bany, who was uncle to James the First.
After the death of his first wife, the Lord
Advocate married Agnes Mowbray,* daugh-
ter of John Mowbray of Barnbougall, by
whom he had one daughter, Agnes Crich-
ton. The second son Robert, or, as he is ge-
nerally called, Sir Robert Crichton of Cluny,
became afterwards, upon the death of the
Admirable Crichton in Italy, heir to thefa-

mily.t

. % As to the evidence of this marriage of the Lord Advocate
,with Agnes Moubray, a curious document will be found in the
Notes and [lustrations. Note D. '
+ According to the will, the family appear to have been di-
vided as follows :—
1st marriage, by Elizabeth Stewart, the Lord Advocate had
James, the Admirable Crichton,
Robert, afterwards Sir Robert Crichton of Cluny,
Mary. See Notes and Illustrations. E.
Grizel. _
24 marriage, by Agnes Moubray, he had
Agnes.
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Although high in office, 4 friend of his so~
vereign, and proprietor of Eliock and Cluny,
the Lord Advocate does not appear.at his
death, which happened in 1582, to have been
possessed of a large fortune.* His debts were
heavy, the profits of his situations,. as Lord.
Advocate and Lord of Session, could not, in
that -age, amount even collectively to a.high
sum, and he had to sustain the expences of a
large establishment arid a numerous' family.
He had already five children by his two first
wives, and, at a late period of life, he married,
for the third time, Isobell Borthwick, who
bore him two daughters, and who seems to
have especially endeared herself to him by the
care and affection with which she watched
" over the declining years of his life.}

Young Crichton had the advanfage. of be-
ing related to men in high situations. George
Crichton, his uncle, brother to the Lord Ad-

3d marriage, by Isobell Borthwick, he had two daughters,
Helen,
Elspeth. See the will in the Appendiz.
* YLord Haileg’s Catalogue, p. 5, and Latter Will and Testa«
ment, Appendix. :
+ See Latter Will and Testament in the Appendix.
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vocate,* succeeded to the celebrated Gavin
Douglass, the translator of Virgil, in the Bi-
shoprick of Dunkeld, and enjoyed also the
eminent situation of Lord Keeper of the Privy
Seal to James the Fifth. He is described, by
the biographer of the Scottish Bishops,} « as
a man nobly disposed, very liospitable, and a
magnificent housekeeper ; but in matters of
religion not much skilled”t Upon.the ap-

* This fact is stated in so decisive a manner in the Statisti-
¢al Account of the Parish of Cluny, vol. IX. p. 270, that it
leads ‘me to believe the authorities which are there mentioned
must bave been clear and decided on the point. It is to be re-
gretted, however, that the learned gentleman, to whose resefirches
we ewe the mention of this important circumstance, had not con-
firmed it by the satisfactory and incontrovertible evidence of the
curious deeds which he mentions.

+ Keith’s Catalogue, p. 58.

1 This character by Keith, is taken from Spottiswood’s His~
tory of Scotland, p. 101, who adds a singular trait illustrative of
the state of this bishop’s religious knowledge. * It was he that
said to one of his vicars, whom he was persuading to leave his
opinions, that he thanked God he knew neither the New nor the
01d Testament, and yet had prospered well enough all his dayes.”
Keith mentions that he was keeper of the privy seal ;. but is ig-
norant of the precise date when he obtained that office. He adds,
that he died in 1543-4 ; but Mylne, in his MS. History of the
Bishops of Dunkeld, as quoted, Statistical Account, vol, IX. p-
271, asserts, that Bishop George Crichton filled the see of Dun~
keld from 1522 to 1559. “ His dispositien of the lands of
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proach of the Reformation, the Bishop of
Dunkeld, foreseeing the dilapidation of the
benefices of the prelates, which was likely to
follow the change of the national religion; and
dreading the total loss of the lands and castle
of Cluny attached to the see of Dunkeld,
conveyed to his brother the Lord Advocate
the whole of his portion of the barony' of
Cluny, with the singular reservation, that it
should be allowable for the Bishop to fesume

the possession "at any future period. This
" may at first appeat an unaccountable transac-
tion ; but the peculiar circumstances of the
times render the object of Bishop Crichton
sufficiently apparent. It was to preserve to
the family of Crichton a rich and wealthy
property, in the event of his being incapaci.

Cluny to his brother, must have happened sometime in the in-
termediate space. On the rights disponed to him by the bishop,
Sir Robert would naturslly take possession, not only of the
property, but probably of the palace of Cluny, especially as it
must then have been in high accommodation, having been lately
built and inhabited by Bishop Brown, and esteemed at that time
one of the principal houses of this country. The supposition,
therefore, that his son, the Admirable' Crichton, who died a
young man, in the year 1581 (1582,) was born on the island,
Seems to possess the highest degree of probability.”—Statistical
Account, vol. IX. p. 271,
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tated, by the progress of the'reformed opi-
nions, from enjoying it in his own person,
And it did preserve it, as the Lord Advocate
from this period, in addition to his estate of
Eliock, became proprietor of the castle and
barony of Cluny. In this castle, which is
beautifully situated upon alittle island in
the Lake of Cluny, the Admirable Crichton,
according to the ancient and established tra-
dition of the neighbourhood, was born.*
James Crichton ‘was fully entitled to value
himself upon the honourable house from which
he sprung. By his conhection with the Crich-
tons, he was allied to a family of ancient and
hereditary nobility; and it is certain, tkat
William; the third Lord Crichton, married

® ¢ This (that the admirable Crichton was born a$ the Castle
of Cluny,) was.confidently asserted by the oldest people in the
parish, who have died in the memory of the present incumbent.
They were educated in this creed, and unwilling to hear of any
thing advanced to the contrary.”—Statistical Account, vol. IX. p.
268, of Parisk of Cluny, by Rev. Davin MacRritcaiz.
It is proper, however, to mention, that the birth place of the
Admirable Crichton, like that of other celebrated men, has been
“ contested ; and the honour claimed by two different places,
Cluny, and Eliock, the original seat of the family, and now the
property of Henry Veitch, Esq. of Eliock. At Eliock the chame
ber is still shown where Crichton is said to have been born.
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Lady Margaret Stewart, daughter of King
James the Second. By his mother, Elizabeth
Stewart, he could trace a lineal, though not a
legitimate, descent from Robert, Duke of
Albany, the uncle of James the First. He
was connected, therefore, on both sides, with
the royal family of Scotland, and his father
and uncle held two of the highest. offices un-
der the government of their country.

Bishop George Crichton, appears to have
carried his disposition for a quiet and retired
life to an excess, which was singularly disin-
terested. He had already conveyed his lands
and castle of Cluny to his brother the Lord
Aildvocate; and, when he found himself be-
coming too old for the active duties.of his
see, he offered to resign his bishoprick in fa-
vour of another relation of the family, of the
name of Robert Crichton.* Robert used all

* This Robert Crichton, is called by Spottiswood, nephew to
the bishop ; but his lineage and history are of extremely difficult
discovery. It is at least certain, that he is not the same person
with Sir Robert Crichton of Cluny, second son of the Lord Ad-
vocate, and brother to the Admirable Crichton, because he is
Bishop of Dunkeld in 1561, at Which time Sir Robert Crichton
was not born. It appears by the will of the Lord Advocate,
that Sir Robert Crichton was a minor in 1582. This Robert
may have been another son of the Lord Advecate, Who died be<
fore Sir Robert Crichton was born.
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the influence which his Regent could com-
mand at Rome, in order to be promoted to
the bishoprick of Dunkeld ; but both at this
time, and on the death of Bishop Crichton,
his application was ‘rejected, on account of
the more powerful interest possessed by the
celebrated John Hamilton, bastard brother to
the Earl of Arran,* then Regent of the king-
dom.

On the death of Bishop Crichton, Hamil-
ton was accordingly promoted to the see of
Dunkeld.” After the murder of Cardinal Be-
ton, in 1546, he became .Archbishop of St An-
drews; and; upon'his arrival at this superior
dignity, Robert Crichton was at length raised
to the vacant see, but, at what precise period,
is not easily discoverable.t Bishop Robert
Crichton attached himself, in those days of
turbulence and disqr&er, to the party of his
sovereign, Queen Mary, which, as is well
known, was opposed by the opposite fiction
of the Regent of the kingdom. On the de-

* T have subjoined, in the Notes and Illustrations, Note F,
gome curious particulars regarding the Archbishop of St An-.
drews. .

+ Keith. Appendix to Scottish History, p. 175, 181
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cline of the queen’s affairs, in 1571, his estates
were forfeited, in common with many others
of the highest nobility in the country; and
continuing true to the queen’s lnterest, he
was not long after taken in the Castle of Edin-
burgh, which had been bravely defended by’
the gallant and unfortunate Sir William Kirk-
aldy of Grange, and sent prisoner to the
Castle of Blackness.*

In this early staoe of our Memoir, when we
have seen the unquestionable descent of Crich-
ton from two of the most ancient and honour!
able families in his country, and have become
acquainted with the high situations enjoyed
bys his more immediate relations, it may be
proper to pause for a moment to refute an un-
founded accusation, which has originally been
" raised against him by one of his moré ancient
biographers. He has been severely blamed
by Dempster for having falsely asserted, when
in Italy, that he was descended from a noble
family connected with the royal house of Scot-

* There are two other authors of the name of Crichton,
. George Crichton and William Crichton, of whom a short notice
will be found in Notes and Ilustrations, Note G-
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land ; and this independent historian pronoun-
ces'a keen tirade against that surreptitious
fame which is the consequence of such pre-
tended nobility.* We have already seen that
the character of our celebrated countryman
must remain untainted by these erroneous
and unfounded aceusations; and that, when
‘he .informed his learned and enthusiastic ad
mirer, Aldus, that he was descended from -
the royal famnily, that his father was high in
office, and proprietor of Eliock and Cluny,}
he asserted nothing but simple facts. His real .
descent was sufficiently. noble to .lead him to

* ¢ Hoc ideo, plenius ut mortales intelligant, quam insipida sit
“quorundam nostratium adolescentium elatio, qui se vilescere apud
exteros existimant, nisi, specioso regii sanguinis titulo, se com-
mendaverint ; quod vix unquam a vere nobili viro fieri animad-
verti.— Hist. Eccles. Gentis Scot. p. 189.

*+ Fifensis et Stormondiensis, by which Aldus means to desig-
nate the particular division of Scotland in which the lands of
Eliock and Cluny are situated, is certainly an erroneous deno-
mination: Cluny is in Perthshire, and Eliock in Dumfries-
shire. But bow natural was it for an Italian, utterly unac-
quainted with Scotland, to fall into this mistake. It is evident
the error must have proceeded from Aldus ; for since Crichton
had informed him correctly regarding his father’s domains of
Eliock and Cluny, it is ridiculous to suppose he could have any
aim to deceive him by placing them in one county rather than
in another.
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despise all exaggerated detail; and Dempster
might have spared that eloquent philippic
. against the pride and folly of his youthful
countrymen, upon which his own conduct, in
arrogating to himself a noble title and origin,
furnishes us with no unamusing comment.*
The young Crichton having received the
rudiments of his -grammatical education. at
. Perth,{ or, according to another authority,
at Edinburgh,{ was sent to improve himself in’
philosophy and the sciences at St Andrews,
at that time the most celebrated and learned
.seminary in Scotland. The rank and fortune
of hls father enabled hlm to give his son, who
was already remarkable for the early matunty
of his talents and the beauty of his person,.
the instruction of the most learned men of
- the time. His masters were Rhutherford,
Provost of St Salvator’s College, Hepburn,
Robertson, and, at a later period, Buchanan,

-

* Bayle tells us, Dempster elort d'Ecosse, et il disoit quand
il fut passe en- France, qui’l avoit quitte, des grands biens en son
pais, a causg de la religion Catholique, 1II se piquoit aussi de
Grand Noblesse.”—Bracx’s Life of Tasso, p. 436, vol. IL

+ Biographia Brit. art. Crichton, vol. IV. p. 442.

1 MS. Life, by David Buchanan, See Appendix, No. X,
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‘one of the most illustrious scholars at that
time in Europe* The progress of Crichton
was suitable to the eminence of his instruct-
ors, and to the celebrity which he was after-
wards destined to acquire. In the year 1573,
when ‘he had hardly passed his twelfth year, -
he took his degree as bachelor of arts; and
in two years afterwards, such appear to have
been his high attainments in the different
branches of scholastic knowledge, that he re-
ceived his degree, as master of arts, at the
very early age of fourteenf

« The different students in the University
of St Andrews were at this time, previous to
their taking their degrees as masters of arss,
divided into what were termed circles, ac-
cording to the talents and proficiency which
they exhibited in the examinations which
preceded the taking their degrees. The first
circle comprehended those of the very high.
est attainments in the University. The' se-

* “ Maximos hujus tempestatis viros Buchananum, Hep-
burnium, Robertonum et Rhetofordum, tibi pater dederit.”—
Aldi Dedicat. in Peradox. Ciceronis, Appendiz, No. ITI.

1 See the evidence of this fact, Note I. of Notes and Illus«
trations.
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cond, those whose proficiency, although emi

nent, was not so comparatiyely conspicuoqs;
and so on through the different divisions of
talent. Itisa remarkable circumstance, as it
establishes the great and early endowments of
Crichton, that at the age of fourteen he takes
his degree of master of arts® in the first circle,
. being the third,in the circle, that i is, being in
talents and attainments the, third scholar at
that time in the University ; ; a circumstance
which, if we consider the early age of Crich-
ton, sufficiently proves the strength and pre-
cocity of those talents which were afterwards
to figure so conspicuously upon a wider field
.in, Italy.

Having evinced this extraordinary profi-
ciency, Crichton does not appear to_ have
imagined that his labours were to finish with
the honours he had there won, or that the pe-
riod of study was in any respect concluded.
His success only increased his ardour; and

* Tn the Notes and Hlustrations will be found a list of the
young men who were Crichton’s contemporaries, for which, as
well as for other communications on the mode of study pursued
at the College of St Andrews, I am indebted to the kindness and
research of my respected friend, Professor Lee, of St Andrews.
See Note L.
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the labours of those early and boyish years
were repaid, as in the case of Pascal and
Clairault, by attainments which would have
been remarkable in a scholar of the most ad-
vanced age, and the most laborious applicas
tion. He soon accomplished himself in the
various branches of the science and ‘philo-
sophy of the times ; and, by the force of natu-
ral talents, assisted, as they must have been, by
intense application, acquired the use of ten
different languages. At this period, and in-
deed till a much later-date, it was the custom
for our Scottish gentlemen to finish their
education by foreign travel, to acquire, in
the army, and in an intercourse with foreign
camps and courts, that military and politi-
cal knowledge, which might afterwards ren-
der them serviceable in the wars and the
councils of their country. Crichton was ac-
cordingly sent by his father to the continent,
at a very early age, probably in his sixteenth
or seventeenth year.” The purpose of his
going abroad was, not only to improve him-
self by the sight of different countries, and to
display, as was the custom in these times, the
extent of his erudition in the public disputa-
B
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tions which were then extremely common jin
the universities of the continent, but also to
finish his education in the schools. of France
and Italy.

The young Crichton had not, as we have
already seen, been ungrateful to nature for
- those early talents with which he was intrust-
-ed. He had laboured to.increase, by every
“effort of his own, his acquisitions in know-
ledge and science ; and nature had, +1n return,
been prodigal to him of those gifts, wluch no
individual exertion can ¢ommand. 1She had
.given him a form, which, while it was active
and powerful, was remarkable for its admi-
ravle symmetry and proportion ; and a.coun-
tenance which, from the account of all who
had seen him, was a model of manly and in-
telligent beauty.* To these endowments was
united a most. remarkable, quickness and
aptitude in the acquirement of all the ele-
gant accomplishments which. were fitted to
.exhibit his person to the greatest advantage,
and in which the young Scottish nobility of

* Imperialis Museum Physicum. Appendix, No. IX. ; and
the Italian Memoir of 1581. Appendix, No. L.
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the day were educated. The' same ardent
desire of excellence, and enthusiastic perse-
‘verance of cultivation, which had led him
on to eminence in his severer studies, contri-
buted to render him equally superior to his
‘youthful compeers in all the martiat exercises
-of 'that chivalrous age. The science of the
-sword was, at this time, most sedulously culti-
Vated, both in our own- country and on the
'continent. It was the weapon to which all
“appeals of honour were made ; and its pro-
fessors (for to this high appellation its teach-
ers aspired) affected to elucidate its different
‘branches, ahd demeonstrate its various rules
and evolutions, by the application of geofne-
trical principles. Crichton became one of the
most expert and fearless swordsmen of his
‘time. !He rode with consummate grace and
boldness; and in the gentler accomplishment
of dancing, upoh excellence in which, even
in our ‘own days, (if we may believe a noble
author), so many grave and -serious -conse-
quences depend, he is recorded to have been
a very admirable proficient* To these va-

* Tmperialis Museum Physicum.
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rious attractions there was added'still an-

other, which, in the pleasure it was calculated

to bestow, was not inferior to any ithat has

been mentioried,—a strong genius for musici.
He had, from nature, a sweet and finely mo-
dulated voice; and had attained to great ex-

cellence in performing upon a variéty of mu-

sical instruments.# They who are enthusi-

asts in this delightful science, and' who.have

felt the deep and inexplicable influence whichy

it “possesses over our nature, will ot be at:
a loss to estimate the power which his skill
in music must have given to the young and.
handsome Crichton, in attracting -ésteem and
coinmanding admiration.

The high rank of his father, and bis con-
nection with court, must have enabled the
Lord Advocate, not only to contmand the
best masters for ‘these various accomplish~
ments, but to introduce hig son to the high-
est orders of society in the country ;t and it

* Italian Memoir of 1581. Imperialis Museum Historicum.

+ Robert Crichton’s father appears to have been the personal
friend of many of the highest noblemen of the day. The proof:
of this will be found in his will, (Appendix, No. XV.,) where
his friends are enumérated ; amongst whom we find the Earl
of Arran, Earl of Gowrle, and James Lord Doune. .

L]
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was from this source that he derived that
éraceful carriage and elegant deportment
which appear to have charmed his foreign
friends, and. conciliated the minds of all to-
whom he addressed himself. '

Thus fairly and excellently endowed, Crich-
ton set out upon his-travels, and directed his
course first to Paris:, eminent, at that period,
not only for the distinguished learning of its.
public professors and schelars; but for thesplen-
dotir and gaiety of its court. . It was the cus.’
tom in those days, both in France and in other
continental countries, to hold public disputa-_
tions, in.which the learned men of the age
contended with each other on the most gb-
struse questions of the science and philoso-
phy of the times. To Crichton, no fairer
opportunity .could be presented than what
these public disputations offered, for obtaining
distinction. He had already accomplished
himself in-the studies which furnished the
topics of dfscussion. He had acquired the
use of many both of the dead and living lan-
guages; and he possessed the manners and
figure, mot’ of a pedant who had immured
himself in the cloisters of his college, but of
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a finished gentleéman, who had made books
not so much his task as his recreation.* Soon
after his arrival in Paris, he, accordingly,in
obedience to the custom of the times, affixed
placards, or challenges to literary and philoso-
phic warfare, on the most conspicuous parts
of the city, engaging; that, at the expiration
of six weeks from the date of the notice, he
should present himself at the College of Na-
varre, to answerupon whatever subject should
‘be there proposed to him, “ in any science, libe-
ral art, -discipline, or faculty, whether practi-
cal or 'theoretic ;”+ and this in any one «of
‘twelve specified languages.t A. challenge, of
tkis nature, from so young a person, to dis-
pute with the most profound and learned
scholars in France, could not fail to excite
* astonishment ; -and it was pretty generally
expected, that the stranger would decline the
contest, under the pretence that his challenge
was nothing more than a pasquinade against
‘the University. The disputation, however,
took place. Crichton, in the presence of an

* See Sir T. Urquhart’s Account, . 69
+ Ibid, p. 65.
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immense cohgourse of $pectators; presented
himself in this eminent seminary, encounter-
ed in argument the gravest philosophers and
divires, who had assembled on the occasion,
acquitted himself to the astonishment of all
whd ‘he¢drd “him, and received the public
praises and congratulations of the president
‘and four of the most eminent professors in
the University.* -

| (. But what, seemed particularly to increase
-his triumph, and to embitter the defeat of
those who attempted to cope with him, was
the light and easy negligence, and the utter
contempt of - preparation, which he evinced
before the contest. The court of Henry<the
Third of France was, at this time, one of the
‘most gay and gallant in Europe.t In the

* Sir T. Urguhart’s Account. .
+ This was a period, remarkable in the history of the French
court, for the excessive splendour and frequency of all sorts of
' public festivals, which, even in the midst of war ‘and tumult,
were ardently cultivated by Henry the Third, at that time the
sovereign of France. A French chronicle, describing the com-
« motions raised in the kingdom, by the Huguenots, in the year
1376, adds,—¢ Et en fut fait plaint au roi, lequel cependant,
couroit 1a bague, vetu en Amazone, et faisoit tous les jours, ba-
lets, et festins nouveaux, comme si son estat eust este paisible.”
See Recueil des Diverses Pieces servant a UHistoire de Hmry
IIT. Rot de France et de Pologne.
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midst of national distresses, which might have
'sobered any reflecting monarch, and civil com-
motions which embroiled the country, - the
whole mind of the sovereign seemed to bé oct
cupied in the invention of the most expensivé
shews, and the arrangement of the mpst mag-
nificent public festivals. Tourneys, whereithe
knights jousted against each other,“-¢ourses
at the ring,—tilting against the Saracen,.and
1nany other gallant amusements, accompanied:
with all the pomp and circumstance of ‘chix
valry, were at tlfis time the favourite occupa-
tions of the king; and it is easy to:imagine
how acceptable such.public shows must have!
been, to the genius and disposif,i:on of Crich-
ton. In the feats of arms which there led to
distinction, he was .calculated, both by the.
natural beauty of his figure, and the uncom-
mon skill which he had acquired, to outstrip
most of his competitors; we need not there-
fore wonder, if, instead of betaking himself
to his study, he shone pre-eminent in all the_
gay amusements and elegant accomplish-
ments of the age. He was to be found in the
ball-room, in the hunting-field, in the riding-
house ; and, the day after that in which he had
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astonished the most learned and able profess-
ors, by a display of such universal talent and
erudition, he appeared, with all the fire and
freshness of youth, at a tilting match in the
Louvre; and here, with consummate skill
and address, in presence of many of the ladies
and princes of 'the'. court of France, he. car-
ried- off the ring from tevery competitor, and
femained- victof+in that martial accomplish-
ment, which was then so ardently cultivated
in this country of chivalry.*

-.'The display :of such' various and excel-
lent acquirements, was attended with the ef-
fect to be expected ; and the young Scotch-
man became, from this time, known by fio
other name than -that by which he has de-
scended to posterity,~—~the Admirable Crich-
ton.t Crichton’s appears to have been one
of those ardent and active minds, which lan-
guish without some ruling object and employ-

.

* There can be no’ doubt that Mackenaie, in his Life of
Crichton, has fallen into an error in applying the description
given by Pasquier, regarding a young man who appeared at the
College of Navarre, to Crichton. This error was first detected
by an unknown, but acute writer, in the Gentleman's Magazine.
Sce Kippis' Life of Crichton, Biog. Brit.

+ Mackenzie, vol. IIL p. 198. Sir T, Urquhart, p. 65.
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ment, He had already attained extraordi-
nary eminence as a scholar, and iny lono‘
continuance at the University of Paris Lwéts
tnnecessary. He became now anxious té
accomplish himself as a soldier ; and ‘for this
purpose, although his design of -travelling
to Italy rendered any long continuance in it
lmpossﬂ)le, he entered into the French' ser:
vice, where he became, after serving for two
years in the civil wars, which'at that time de<
populated France, anf experienced officer, and
rose to an honourable command_in the Frénch
army.*

After two years residence in France, Cricht
ton determined to ‘continue his traveld into
Ttaly,t at this time the centre from which all
that was most remarkable in philosophy, in

-literature, and in the fine arts, had emanated
throughout Europe. He first travelled té
Roine; where, emboldened by his success in
France, and in obedience 'to the manners of

* Soldato a tutta botta, e due anni, ha spese alla guerra de
‘Francia, con carico honorato.—Italian M’emozr of Crichlon. Ap-
pendix.

1 See Italian Account of Crichton, written during ‘his Life-
time. Appendix.
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this age of literary rivalship, he took an early
opportunity of publishing a similar challenge,
to that which he circulated in Paris: and, on
a day appointed, in presence of the Pope and
many, of the different cardinals, with a nume-
rous .andience, amongst which were many of
the most. learned men of the times, he pre-
sented himself to vindicate the pledge which
he had given ; and, as we are told by his bio-
gLapher, |again astonished and delightéd the
spectators, by the display of the most univer-
sal talents.

After a short residence at KKome, he next
repaired, to ,Venice,* At this, time Crich-
ton, notwithstanding the excessive admifa.
tion which he had attracted, and the popu-
larity which his talents commanded, ap-
pears to have been labouring under some se-
vere distress of mind, but from what cause it
may have originated, is not easily discover-
able. It has been already observed, that his
father, the Lord Advocate, was far from an
opulent man ; and there are some obscure in-
timations in thp poetry of Crichton himself,

% Dempster says he went to Genoa, where he was invited by
* the offer of an ample salary, ““ honorario satis amplo.”
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and some more decided assertions in the ac-
count of one of his early biographers,* which
would lead us to conjecture, that, notwith-
standing his high connections, he was weighed-
down by the miseries attendant on poverty.
Certain it is, that in a poem, whichwas writ«
ten at this time, entitled, “ In suum ad Urbem
Venetum appulsum,” and addressed to Aldus
Manutius, ther the most celebrated. printer
in Europe, he alludes to his own distress -of!
mind, and to the severe calamities which he
had suffered; in lines whose general meaning.
is ot to be mistaken, whatever obscurity!
may hang over the -particular circumstances
to’which they relate.t But Crichton, ‘in the

r

{
* Leitch denommates him, * constantissimus, pre pauper-

tate, peregrinus.”
+ ¢ Seepe meos, animo, casus meditabor i nuquos,
Sepe humectabam, guttis stillantibus, ora.”,
»* * o L L d
Ut responss petens, trepidanti ego pectore, tandem
Verba coacta dedi.  Fateor me, candida, Nais
Promeritum, quacunque fero, rec turpis egeslas
Infandumque scelus servi, mes pectora yexat.
At me, quis, miserum, magna, cognoscit, in urbe.
Aut quis, ad ®quoreas flentem, solatur, arenas.
T'he rest of this poem, in which there are many passages of
eminent beauty, particularly in the descriptive part, will be
found in the Appendix, No. V.
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eminent individual to whom these verses were
directed, was destined to find a friend, whose
high admiration of his talents, and ardent
cultivation-of his friendship, were better cal-
culated to raise his sinking spirits, than the
poetical consolation of the fair-haired Naiad,
whom hé introduces into his poem.

On. his arrival at.Venice, he presented.his
verses to Aldus, who could not fail to remark
the talents which appeared.in many parts of
the poein, and to be highly flattered by the
compliments to his genius and to his libera-
lity, which it contained. The appearance, the
manners, and the conversation of the young
stranger, 'were calculated to confirm these.
impressions. “ When he presented his verses
to Manutius,” says Kippis, * that critic was
struck with a very agreeable -surprise, and

. judged, from the performance, that the.author,
must be a person of extraordinary genius.
Upon discoursing with the stranger, he was
filled with admiration ; and finding him to be
skilled in every subject, he introduced him
to the acquaintance of the men of principal
learning and note in Venice.”*

N

* Kippis' Life of Crichton, Biog. Brit.
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Crichton, accordingly, contracted an inti-
mate acquaintance, not only with Manutius,
to whose admiration for his talents we owe
the most animated and interesting account
which remains of him, but with ather men of
learning and dignity in this celebrated city.
His “chief friends were Sperone Speroni, one
of the most learned and venerable: names in
the history of Italian literature, Lorenzo Mas-
sa, the secretary to the Republic of Venice,
and equally eminent as a scholar and a poli-
tictan,* and John Donati. Two Latin odes,
one addressed to Massa, and the other to Do-
nati, are still preserved amongst the few
puems which have reached our time. . The
former, to-Massa, is a very beautiful little
lyric poem, which, for classic elegance, might
do honour to any age of modern Latin poetry.

Soon after his arrival in Venice,, he was
pubhcly introduced to the Doge and the Se-
nate,} in whose presence he made an oration,
of which the eloquence was so brilliant, and

* Aldi Dedicatio, In Parad. Ciceronis,
+ Aldi Dedicatio, in Paradoxa Ciceronis. Imperialis Mu-
seurn Historicum, art. Crichton. '
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the. manner of delivery so consummately
graceful, that, in thle words of Imperialis,
“ he was esteemed a prodigy of nature.” He,
afterwards disputed upon different subjeets of
theology, philosophy, and the mathematics,
before the most eminent professors of the
city, and-an immense concourse of people,
who, attracted by the high reputation which
he had acquired, now flocked from all quar-
ters to hear him. A very great and general
impression appears to have been made at Ve-
nice, by his uncommon learning, his engaging
manners, and various accomplishments. Lives
of him were drawn up, and published. Al
dus deemed it an honour to himself, that tiie
- name of Crichton should be united with his
magnificent edition of Cicero, and believed
that he did honour to o?hers, when he cele-
_brated them as the friends of so illustrious a
scholar. Copies of his verses were commonly
circulated, and eagerl); sought after ; and his
popularity extended, not only amongst the
scholars, who could appreciate his talents, but,
what was perhaps more flattering at his early

age, he became the idol of the gay and the
8



32 LIFE OF CRICHTON.

young, “the observed of all observers,” the
centre, to which were -directed the fondest
wishes, and the fairest eyes, in that country of
love and beauty.* After a residence of .four
months at Venice, we find.that Crichton, whe
had fallen into a bad state of health, from
which he now slowly recovered, repaired, by
the advice of his friends, to Padua ; the Uni-
versity of which- city- enjoyed ,at that time, & -
very high degree of reputation. Although
enfeebled by sickness, he does not appear to
have, in any degree, Telaxed, either in the ar.
dour with which he pursued his studies; or
in that eager and hofourable desire of dis-
tiaction, which seems to have been the master
passionof his mind. '

The day after his arrival, there was an as.
sembly held of the Tost eminent and learn-

ed men of Padua,} in the house of Jacobus

* Sir T. Urquhart’s Life of Crichton.

+ Nampostquam, adversa valetudine, jom quatuor menses la-
borasses, priusquam in integrum prisce sanitatis statum redires,
amicorum consilio, ad Patavinam Academiam, tanquam ad sapi-
entie officinam, profectus es 3 ubi, Idibus Martii, in diem sequen.
tem, suseepto consilio, omnes, omnium disciplinarum, professores,
in cedibus clarissimi viri, Jacobi Aloisii Cornelii, ejus auctoritate
et precibus, ut convocarentur, petiistt. Aldi Dedicat.~Jacobus
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Aloisius Cornelius. They were naturally
attracted thither, by the accounts which they
bad received of this extraordinary person;
and both Aldus and Imperialis have left us
the most particular details of this meeting.»
Crichton opened the assembly with an en-
comiastic poem, in praise of the city, the uni-
versity, and the audience. He then, with
that versatility of talent for which he was so
remarkable, diverged from the fields of poetry
into the less ornate regions of prose; and dis-
puted, for the space of six hours, with the most

celebrated professors and scholars who had as-
sembled, upon various subjects of learning

and philosophy, He, more especially, expoted
the errors of Aristotle' and his commentators,
with so much solidity-and acuteness, yet, at

the same time, with such engaging modesty,
that he excited here, as he had done both at

Rome and, Venice, universal admiration.
Not satlsﬁed with this display of his talents
in the severer subjects of phllosophy and the-

Aloisius Cornclius, is transformed bylackenzie into Jacobus
Moysius Corelius.
* Aldi Preefatio in Parad. Scipionis.—Imperialis Vita Crichtoni.
c ;
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ology, Crichton next assumed a more playful
tone ; and, with much ingenuity, concluded,
(as if anxious to decline the'encomiums which
were lavished upon him,* and to reconcile
his audience to their comparative inferiority,)
by declaiming upon the happiness of igno-
rance,~—a subject somewhat similar .to that
which was afterwards to afford a field for the
satire and pleasantry of the celebrated IEras.
mus.}

These exhibitions, and the applauses which
they drew upon him, could not fail to become
grateful to Crichton ; and a repetition of them

“appears to have been eagerly demanded by
the public. A day was accordingly fixed for
another public disputation, in the palace of
the Bishop of Padua; but some unforeseen
circumstances intervened, and prevented it
from taking place. This disappointment af-
forded an opportunity to a set of weak and en-
vious opponents of the celebrity of Crichton,{

* Aldi Dedicatio.—Imperialis Vita Crichtoni.

+ In his Encomium Morie, which he wrote in the course of
a week during his residence in the house of the Chancellor, Sir
Thomas More.~Jorrin’s Life of Erasmus, Vol. I p: 81,

1 Aldi Prafat. in Parad, Ciceronis.
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to attack and disparage that excellence which
had eclipsed them. These, not only. attempt-
ed to detract from his merits, but affected to
consider him-as a literary impostor, whose
acquirements were totally superficial.

To confound such invidious opponents,
Crichton caused a challenge to be fixed on
the gate of two of the principal churches at
Padua. The chief subject on which he en-
gaged to dispute, was the philosophy of Aris-
totle ;}—a subject, -which, as opposed tb the
philosophy of Plato, at this period, nearly ab-
sorbed the attention, and divided the talents,
not only of the University of Padua, and the
. learned world of Italy, but of almost all Tu-
rope. Crichton appears to have espoused the
Platonie side of the question. He engaged
to demonstrate, before the University, that the
errors of Aristotle and all the followers of his
philosophy, were nearly innumerable; and
that the latter had entirely failed, both in the
explanation of their. master’s meaning, and in
their manncr of d‘isc_ussing theological sub-
jects. Nor was this all. He undei‘took, like-
wise, to expose the errors which had been
fallen into by certain mathematical professors,
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whose names are not given in the written
challenge, but who were probably those per-
sons who had affected to consider him as an
impostor ; and he pledged himself to expound
whatever should be proposed to. him,-and to
reply to whatever should be objected against
him, in the whole circle of the sciences. These
various points he engaged to explain, either
according to the ordinary logical rules. which
were followed in the schools, or, where, they
could be applied; in numbers and mathema-
tical figures ; or, if the subject admitted of
poetical discussion and embellishment, in an
infinite variety of different kinds of verse.®

. This was the last and most difficult contest
which had been yet undertdken by Crichton.-
It embraced the greatest variety of subjects ;.
and these, too, were subjects upon which
there was the greatest variety of opinion. His
opponents could not fail to be both nume-
rous and learned, where the matter of dispute
was the Aristotelian philosophy; and, from

‘ * The Programma, or Challenge of Crichton, will be found .
in the Appendix, No. III.
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the boldness with which the gauntlet was
thrown down, and the feelings of satiri¢
spleén and envy with' which he had been
lately attacked, we need have no doubt' but
that every effort must have been made for
his confusion and discomfiture. But the
star of Ciichton’s gemus wa$ still in its
ascéendant. The contest, indeed, was long,
for it lasted three days, before an innumera-
ble concourse of spectators; his friend Ma-
nutius being himself present, and a spectator,

to use' his own words,  of this miraculous
~ ¢éncounter.”® - But the protracted nature of
the combat, served only to increase the honour

of the victory. -Crichton’s defamers app@r
to have been for evwer silenced by the over-
wheliming power of .the talents which they

had aﬁ‘ected to despise. He remained upon
thd field, during this long period of probation,

prepared to engage with every opponent. He
argued with a courageous readiness and suc-
cess, which were so truly admirable, that

™« Ty vero, me spectatorem pugharwn mirificarum, hae
buisti.”
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Aldus can only describe them by expressions
borrowed from actual warfare ; and the tla-
mour of applause and admiration, which, at
the last, burst from the assembly, was supe-
rior to what had ever before been lavished
upon man. “ Sic acriter et vekemenier pre-
liatus est, ut' clamor, concursusque i-nsolz'iu.s-,
- ad studia tua lenienda, tantd cum laude fieret,
ut nihil unquam magnificentius, ab kominibus,
auditum sit.”*

- Crichton, pursuing his travels through Italy,
proceeded, from Padua, to the court of Man.
tua ; where the streno‘th of his courage, and
the versatility of his accomplishments, were
abbut to be tried in a very different scene
from those in which he had been so lately &n-
‘gaged. :

It has been already remarked, thaj: the
science of the sword was, at this time, particu-
larly studied throughout Europe; and mo-
where was it carried to greater perfection
" than in Italy. Crichton, too, was, as we have
seen, particularly famous for his skill in this

* Aldi Dedicatio in Paradoxa Ciceronis.
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manly accomplishment, previous to his leay-
ing his native country; and’it is very pro-
bable, that, during his travels in France and
Italy, he had paid assiduous attention to his
improvement in that science, which was, at
this period, esteemed essential to the educa-
tion of a gentleman. .

There happened, at this time, to be at the
court of Mantua, a certain Italian gentleman,
in the words of Urquhart, “ of a mighty, able,
‘strong, nimble, and vigorous body ; but, by
nature, fierce, cruel, warlike, and audacious,

and superlatively expert and dexterous in
the use of his weapon.” Elated by his un,

common skill, and rendered haughty by cen-
tinual victory, this’ gentleman had chosen
for himself a very singular profession,—that
of a travelling gladiator, or bravo. His cus-
tom was, on his arrival in any city, to chal-
lenge all who chose to try their skill with
him in single combat; he himself laying
down a certain sum of money, and his oppo-
nent the same, with the proviso, that the
united purses should be the meed of the
conqueror. On his arrival at Mantua, three
gentlemen had speedily accepted his chal-
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lenge ; and such was the uncommon skill of
their opponent, that all had paid the penalty
of their rashness with their lives. ‘Their
deaths were the subject. of universal regret, at
the court of Mantua; and this. feeling be.
came the more poignant, on account of the
ungenerous exultation of the Italian; in-
whom,, contrary to what’we generally find
in brave men, there appear,to have been
united the three. extremes of courage, cruel-
ty, and insolence,

Crichton, disregarding the danger he uns
derwent, unappalled by the fate of his pre-
cursors in the enterprize, and perhaps confi.
deat, from having witnessed their attempts,
of his. own superior skill, determined to ex-
change the peaceful encounters in which he
had astonished the Italians, for a combat of
a more desperate kind. IHe, accordingly,
sent a challenge to this formidable antagonist,
and encountered him, before the assembled
court of Mantua. It is easy to imagine,
when we take into consideration the extra-
ordinary popularity of this young foreigner,
his amiable manners, and various and uncom-
mon endownients, the very high interest
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‘which such a single combat must have ex-
cited. »: It was the struggle of the brutal cou-
rage’ of a 'professional duellist, against the
_high-spirited and chivalrous bravery of ‘an
accomplished gentleman ; and the result was
equally glorious to him here, as upon all cher
occasions: After a contest, in which he, at first,
acted on the defensive, and evinced the miost
consummate skill in foiling the attacks, and
at length completely exhausting the strength
of his antagonist, he dexterously seized the

advantage, became the assailant, and obtain-
ed an easy victory; putting the Italian to
death, by thrice passing his sword through
his body.* : -
In consequence of this achievement, and
the high reputation which he had acquired in
Ttaly,+ the Duke of Mantua engaged him in
his service as the companion and preceptor to

his son,} Vincenzo di Gonzaga, a young man

* Sir Thomas Urquhart’s Life of Crichton.

+ David Buchanan. Invitd Crichtoni. .

1 David Buchanan, in his MS. Life of Crichton, which i
printed in the Appendix, asserts, that it was on the recommend:
ation of Pope Clement the Eighth, that the Duke of Mantus ap-
pointed Crichton preceptor to his son. This is manifestly ar
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who had evinced a strong passion for litera-

ture, but who was otherwise .of a passionate

temper, and dissolute. manners.*

" The court of Mantua, of which Crichton was _
now a distinguished: ornament, had evinced a

very early passion for the drama-; and, under

the patronage of the house of Gonzaga,} it had

become highly celebrated for the excellence of
its actors; and the perfection of the machinery

of its stage. Crichton, in the suite of a young

and gay prince, who, though his character

was a prey sometimes to the haughty and

resentful passions, had redeemed his failings

by the enthusiasm with which he cultlvat.

ed letters, and the generosity with whlch'
he rewarded their professors, now direct-

ed the powers of his mind to the compo-

sition |of some dramati¢ work by.which.he

might delight and gratify his master. En-

dowed, as we have already seen, with the

error, for Clement the Eighth was not pope till many years after -
this date.
* Muratori Annoli D’Italla, vol. XI. p. 38.
+Possevine, Gonzage Familie Historia, p. 844.

(]



LIFE OF CRICHTON. 43

most varied talents, possessing a2 mind which,
amongst its other efforts, had already distin-
guished itself in poetical composition, and in
the ease and grace with which he spoke in
public, he only required to have these powers
drawn forth by the sight and study of correct
models, to become both a dramatlc writer and
dramatic performer ; nor were thesé models
wanting.. At the time of his residence in Pa-
ris, as well as during his stay in Italy, Crich-
ton must have had many opportunities of im-

bibing, and of cultivating that taste for dra:
matic representations, which began to evince
itself in France, and to be very widely disse-

minated through Ttaly, during the respectie
periods which he passed in both these coun-
tries. The body of Italian comedians, who
were denominated I. Gelosi, had commenced
their performances under the patronage of
Henry the Third, who was enthusiastically
fond of these exhibitions;* and such was the

* We learn, from a contemporary French chronicle, that these
*exhibitions were given on the Sabbath day. * Le Dimanche,
dix neuveume, les corhediens Italiens, sornommesz i gelosi, com-
mencerent a,jouer leurs Comedics, en la salle de PIfostel de
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rapid progress of their popularity, that we are
informed by the historians of those times, the
united congregationg of four of the most po-
pular ple'ichers in Paris, could not equal the
- audience which daily assembled to hear the

Gelos:.

+ Another amusing species of dramatic per-
formance, which was known by the name of
the Comewedia a soggetto, had begun to be ex-
tremely popular in Italy, at-the time when
Crichton visited that country.* In it, the pro-
vince of the actor embraces a much higher
kind of excellence; than that of the common
comedian. . He must draw, not so much on
hi® memery, as on his invention ; and must
clothe, in extemporaneous effusions of his own,
those rude sketches of dramatic scenes, which
are all that are presented to him by his aut
thor.

Crichton accordingly composed a comedy‘,

Bourbon, a Paris, ils prenoient de salaire, quatre sols pour teste,
de tous les Francois qui les vouloient aller voir jouer, ou ils y
avoit tels concours, et affluence de peuple, que les quatre meil-
leurs predicateurs de Paris, n’en avoient pas ensemble, autant,”
quand ils prechoient.”

* See Walker’s Essay dn the Italian Drama, p. 199. 248.
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or species of dramatic.satire, in which he ex-
posed the vices, and ridiculed the weaknesses
of the different otcupations in life.* - The di-
vine, the philosopher, the statesman, the sol-
dier, and many of the other stiidious or active
prbfessions, into which inventive man has di-
vided his labours, were successively introdu-
ced ; and the prevailing and characteristic fail-
ings of each, pourtrayed in colours of the most
playful and amusing satire: But this was not
all; Crichton, in this concluding effort of his
genius, for it proved his last, asserted his
claim to that uneommon versatility of talent,
which had already rendered him so remark-
gble. When his comedy was brought upon
the stage of Mantua, he himself undertook to
sustain the parts of the most prominent and
difficult characters in the piece ; and supported
these, with such an inimitable change of voice,
habit, and manner, and such power of dra-
matic painting, that, like one of the exquisite
comedians of our own day, he appeared a se-
parate actor in every different character, and

Sir T. Prquhart. Dempster, Hist, Ecclesiastica, ;
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it became impossible to determine in which
he had proved himself most truly excellent.

‘We are now arrived at th® utmost limits of
the life of this remarkable man, who, though
yet scarcely entitled to a graver name than
that of youth, for he had not compieted his
twenty-second year, had crowded, into this
short space-of time, a‘series of actions, which
might have graced the matuvest period of ge-
nius, and done honour to the most' advanced
period of life. But that career which had so
brilliantly begun, was now hastening toa dark’
and melancholy conclusion. «

“When walking one night through the
streets of Mantua, returning from a visit
which he had paid to his mistress,-and play-
ing, as he went along, upon his gu.itgir, he
found himself suddenly attacked by ariotous
company of persoris in masks, whom, with
that skill and activity for which he was so
rerhai‘ka_bl_p, he soon foiled and put to flight,
Before .this, however, he had disarmed: and
seized the leader of the party, and upon un-
masking him, discovered that it was thePrince
of Mantua, to whose court he belonged.’
Crichton, although he had been attacked in
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the meanest manner, and had only disarmed
his master, in defending himself, was yet af.
fected by the deepest concern, upon this dis-
‘covery. He mstantly dropt upon one knee;
and taking his.sword by the point, with ro-
mantic devotion, presented it to the prince,
his master. Vincenzo, naturally of a revenge.
ful and .treacherous® temper, was at this mo-
ment inflamed by wine, irritated by defeat,
and perhaps by jealousy.* - Certain it is, that
it will réquire the presence of one or all, o!
these dark and conflicting passions, to account
for the act which followed. He. received

* I have said that the prince was inflamed by jealousy, be
cause-other historians have represented the whole of this trans
action as the result of a midnight brawl, in which Crichton, wh
was then in company with a lady to whom he had secretly pai
his addresses, and who was also admired by ‘the prince, was at
tacked by the latter and his attendants, in 2 fit of jealousy, an
killed upon the spot. I have given the best authenticated an
most probable account of this mysterious event. It seems, how
ever, still uncertain whether Crichton owea his death to an acci
dental rencounter, or to a purpose of premeditated assassinatior
But all his bxogmphers agree, that whatever may have been th
partlculur circumnstances accompanying this calamitous event, h
fell by the hand of his own master, Vincenzo Prince of Mantu:

. His death, as was to be expected from the impression made b
his uncommon talents, occasioned great and universal lamenta
tion.
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Crichton’s sword, and instantly, with equal
meanness and brutality, employed it in pier- -
cing his defenceless; and injured benefactor,
through the heart.

Thus died the Admirable Crichton, in the
twenty-second year of his age; preserving, in
this last fatal encounter, that superiority to all
other men which renderéd his life so remark-
able; and then, only, conquered, when his ro-

‘mantic -ideas. of -honour* had made him Jré."
.nounce the powers and the courdge 'which,
.upon. évery other occasion, had so pre-emi-
nently! distinguished him.



SECTION 1I.

. Havixe preséntéd this brief account of the
~semarkable talents, the singular adventures,
and the melanéholy catastrophe of Crichton,
we come now to the fhore difficult, but not
less interesting task, of detailing and examin-
ing the various historical authorities upon
which the above detail is entirely founded.

There are several different ways in which
the reputation of those eminent persons who
have flourished in former centuries, and
whose talents have been recorded by contem-
porary writers, may be attacked by modern
authors. The first, and most evident me-
thod, is to discredit the authority of those
contemporary authors themselves, and thus
induce the mind to distrust, if not wholly

b :
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reject, the accounts which they have trans.
mitted. The next is to-shew, that these acs
counts are in themselves utterly improbablé;?
contradicted by.the,common experience!toft
mankind, and contrary. to all that we!know:
‘of human nature. And lastly, if any literaty
‘productions” of such eminent | perséniihavel
been preserved, these mmay, | tipon lexaminas
tion, be.found unworthy ‘of thé high chhfael:
ter: which he has acquired,«and'the: éulogies
which his - contemporaries_ have ‘pronouriced,‘
upon him, ,'These. differbnt. methods: 6f exa~

mination constitute, as far as I1can seey-the
.only weapons by which the reputation of anyt
mgn, whose character: is .to be .estimated by
thg,accou_nts which have been \given: of him;
and the works .whichrhe lthas ileft,*may ‘be
either attacked or defended. If the authority
of his blographers prove ‘to be unimpeach.
able ; if the relation which they have left us
be neither incredible nor 1mprobable if thel
llterary fragments which remain, evince, .or
even do not contradict, ‘that eminent”talent
which is otherwise. attnbuteél to hiim, then,
by the common rules of human belief, and by
every principle_which ‘ought to_be. follawed
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in; bmgraphlcal triticism, the‘character of a
writer_so attacked emerges from- the ordeal
throngh which he has been compelled to pass;
with more unshaken.and more unsullied ho-
nour than before.,
" Iﬁ_proqeedmg. to .the /examinatiow of the:
“historical evidence by>which the reputation
of the Admirable Crichton' is>supported, I
shall begin with the contemporarly accounts of
him, and so.descend to. his moré modern’ bio=
graphers i esteeming this to be at once a more’
fair arid mord natural:mode oflddducing the
evidence; ;thanl to ‘ecommenice, . as hasbeen :
dove by Dr Kippis and the learned biographer
of: Tassq, .with the laterrand miore dubious,.-
and -descend, from- thesey td'the more early.
eulooists.* '.In:following' this mode of exa-.

* The Testimonia regerding Crichton, which will pe found
printed sepafately at the end of the Notes and 1llustrations, ‘in-
clude }he evidence df Aldus Manutius, of John Iroperialis,; of
Felix Alstolfi, of the Italian Biographical Sketch, or Hand-
bill;*writteh during Crichton’s residence at-Venicé, 'anfl the MS.
of Signor Morelli, quoted iri Serassi’y Life of Mazeoni., After
these, we may include the biographical accounts of Dempster,
Abérnéthy, David Buchanati; Johnston, hnd Leitch ; and this
brings us dowd to the Life of him, written in ¢ The Jewel,” by
Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty. The more modern namy-a of
Mackenzie, Dr S, Johnson, Pennant, the Earl of Buchan, Kippis,
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mination, we come first of all to the accounts
left us by contemporary, Italian .Wl,lters

It has been already observed, that Cnchtqn
.was received with the hwhest admlratlon, and
enjoyed very great populanty at Vemce ;
.that lives of him were wntten, durmrr hls re-
sidence in that city ; and crowds ﬁocked from
all qualters, to witness ‘the exhlbm?n of hls
'talents. "All these assertlons are authentlcat-
ed by a late dlscovery of a most curious
'plece 'of evidence. Th is a short bxooraphl-
cal aﬁd descrlptlve mem01r, pub};sﬂhed at Ve-
nice in 1580 and contammo' at once an accu-
rate and comprehensive account of ins very
yarious endowments. . .

“ The Scofchman,”* says, this unknown
erter, « whose name is.James Cm(l:hton, isa
young man of twenty years of age upon the
19th of AuO'ust last. He i is dlstmoulshed by
a birth-mark, or mo‘e, beneath his rmht eye.
He is master of ten lantruaaes These are,
Latin and Ttalian, in Wthh he is ext:ellently

and Black, complete the catalogue of these authors who have
described the exploits, or descanted on the literary character of
‘Crichton. |

* See the pngmal in the Appendix, No. I,
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skilled ; Greek, in which he has composed
epigrams; Heber,Chaldalc, Spamsh I‘lench :
‘Flemish, English, and Scotch ; and hei is ‘also
acquainted w1th the German. He is deeply
skilled in philosophy, in theolooj ., and’ in
‘astrology ; in which science he holds all the
J‘calculatlons of the present day to be errone-
‘ On philosophical and theological ques-
‘"thDS, e has’ frequently &xsputed with very
able men, to the astomshment of all who
have heard him. _He possesses a most tho-
rouo'h iknowledcre of the Cabala. His me-

mory is so astomshmo' that he kibows not
what it is to forget ; and, wheneyer he has once

heard an oration, he is ready to recite'it aga!h,
'word for word, as it was delivered.. He pos-
sesses the talent of composing Latin ‘verses,
upon any subject which is proposed to him,
and in every different kind of metre. Such
is hlS memory, “that even though these verses
have been extempore, he will repeat them
backwards, beginning from the last word'in the
verse. His orations are unpremeditated and
. beautiful. He is also ablé to discourse upon
political questions with much solidity- In
his person he is extremely beautiful.  His ad-
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dress 13 Lhat of a tinished gentleman, even foa
wonder; and hls manner, in conversatlon, the
,mogt .gracious; which can- be 1mag1ned . {I-Ie
p, in addltlon to this, a_ soldler at all pomts,
(soldato a tutta botta,) Jand has, forf ’two years,
§ustamed| an honourable congmand iy the wars
of France,., He hay attained fo_great,excel:
lenge in the accomp]ishments of, leaping and
dancm ,,and to a remarkable sklll n the use
of eyery sort: ot‘ Arms ; of Whlch he 38, alre}adx
given, proofs .; Heiis a, remarkab‘le lzdrserqan,
and breake;; of, harses, and an ‘admn'able jous;
ter, Agiostratore, 8mgqlare) HIS extract;on is
noblem indeed, by.the mothers side, regal

fot he,is 5alhed to the royal‘ famlly of t‘}}e'St‘u-.
arts.h,Upon the great question of the proces-
sion of, the Holy Spirit, he has held dlsputa~
tions; Wlth the Greeks, winch were recelved'
with the hlghest applause ; and in 't_hreeeLconl-
i;erences,,has exhibited an mcalcu able mass of
authoutles,e,both from the Greek and Latm
Iathers,,an@ also from the dee{smns of the
different. councils. . The same exuberance is
shewn, - when he. discourses upon subjects of -
phllosophy o, theology: in which he has all
Anistotle. and ‘the. commentators at his, ﬁngex



LIFE OF.CRICHTON. 55

ends. (alle mani.)* Saint Thomas and Duns
'Sootus, with their different disciples, the
Thomlsts “and Scotlsts, he. has all by’ heart
and is ready to dispute, in utramgue partem’;
which' talent he has already exhibited with
the most distinguished suctess : and ‘indeed,
, such. is his famhty upori these SubJects,"that
he his never disputed; unless upon ‘matters
kwlnch were proposed ‘to him by others. ' Thé
'Doge Yandhis consort were. pleased 'to hear
i § hnd dpon doing so, testlﬁed thé utmost
amdzement "He also recewed a présent from
the hands of his Serené nghness a Updn'
thd'w 'hole, he'is a wonder of wonders'; in
s(’) ‘uch's6, that’ the possession &f ‘such va-
"tious® an& astomshmg talents, united in -a
body s0 gracéfully formed and of so éanomne
and am1able a temperament has ‘given'rise t6
many strange and ' chimerical con_]ectures.
He has, at present retired from -town 'to 4
{’ﬂla to extend two thousand conclusnons,
i:mbraémg questions in all ‘the . different faz
culties, which he means, within the space of

'* See this passage in the original, in which the, meaning is
somewhat obscure, One line, .of which I cannot #ce the import;
1 have omiitted.



56 LIFE OF CRICHTON,:

two months, to sustain and defend in, Venige,
in the churcli’of St John apd; St Paul j—nats
being able to give his. attention, both. to, his:
own, studles and, to the wishes of those,pers:
sons who, would eagerly devote] the, wholés
day to hear him.

, This is a,most curious,and valuanle..qoCH-s
ment It is -written, ;as we may;see, at, ,the,
time when the admiration .for, Crichton, had;
reached its highest pitch in Venice.; It marks
his exact age,and ithe day of (his. birthly hef
had not then gttained majority. It exhibits
a minute, but confused and. ill-arranged cata«
logue of his, various, accomplishments;. both
mentaL and physical; of; the baoks he had.
gtudled the feats he hadperformed, the,in-
tellectual battles, in which his. prowess. had
been so ;'ema}rkably conspicuous: The beauty
of his person, the elegance of his manners, the
nobility of his descent, and his services in, the
French, army, are all particularly insisted on ;
and upon all these points the highest praise’
is given, the richest colouring employed.

-7 . r..--~‘73

* There is added to thls sketch, whxch scems to have been an
afficke; or hand-bill, the date, in these words :—¢ Printed at
Venice, for the brpthers Dom. and Geo, Batt. Guerra, 1580 » See
the ongmal in the Appendix, No. I. It
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- The bfeclse tiine in which’ this' eloge"is
written, evidently enhanced i 1ts value, because'
it 'detérmines its authenticity, It is 'a true’
and just transcript of the popular feeling at’
the 'time'‘when' Crichton had imade’ his first*
appearance at- Venice ; when' such’ was' the’
impression“which his remarkable’ talents had
ereatéd, that he found 1t*1mposmb1’e fo satisfy
the! cuﬂoswy of i the numbers ﬁrho ﬁocked
tol hear 'him, and at thefsame timle aiﬁtend
tol thbse studiés, - for hls iinprovement in
which-he had travelled into Italy. It prOVeéf
also, that, although remarkable. fbr unpréme-
ditated ' efforts i 'minor -matters, Crichton,
tipon ‘great occasions,, required both tlmé apd
study ‘to mature his natural powers ; and
that, previous to one'of his greatest disputal
tions, 'he had retired to a villa at a distance
fromr the-city, to-prepare in solitude for the
contest’ which awaited him. ' This plece of
evidente is, as’ a]ready remarked, ‘of very re-
cent discovery. It is the very earliest, and
certainly one of the most valuable, of the con-
temporary accounts of Crichton:*

- L€ MAANET 11 WICIE TS, CULIOWS UUCRITCTIT Was lusiuycts -

&, is thus described by the'learncd gentlemhan, Mr G» Hibbert
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. The next document,in this class has been
preserved by the Abbe Sera351, the accurate
and indefatigable author of the Llf'e of TassoE
in a biographical memoir which he’ has wnt-

ten of Mazzoni. The account is taken fron}

a manuscript Venetlan’ Chronicle, in possés?
sion of the Abbe Giacomo Morelli. “ Crigh‘i
ton,” says the Chromcle, & arrlved at Venice
i the month of August 1580, and attracted
the adrmratlon of this whole city ; smce, , bey ey
suieq ‘his knowledge of ten- languages,, he

M ‘ i

shewed hlmself particularly versed m 'p ilo-

(RN

sophy, theology, the mathematlcs, and astro-
]ogy,, and to these endowments was added
S0 gemarkabie a memory, that when he had
once heard an vration or a dlscourse 'ﬁ‘om
the pulpit, 'he could repeat it aoam to the

of Claphawm, in whose possession it now is, and to whomh the4
literary world are indebted for its publication :—¢¢ A book late.
ly came into-my possession from the collection -of ay amiable
and accomplished amateur of Italian literdture, (Mr S. W.
Singer of Fulhami,) into which has been inserted a singlé print-
ed leaf, of genuine date and originality, publishied when Crich~'
toh was at Venice, in 1580.- The book in which it is inserted,
isthe second Aldine folio edition of the Cortegiano of Castig-
lione, printed in 1545, 'The book belonged to Francesco Mel-
chiori of Venice, who made it the depository of some other cu-
rious papers, as well as of this interesting document.” '
Edinburgh Mogazine for July, 1818, p. 28.
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: i 1' - Y v, . \
most minute word. He composed Latin ver.
ses, ea,tempore, in every- Ehﬂ'erent measure!

He dlscoursed vith solidity, upon “affairs of

state, or lon matters of war; or, in general
[{A)
upon e every subject which was started He

oy

posses)seé in ‘addition to this, in the most pex:-
'l
foet manner, the accomphshments of smgmg,

LXE

(')%.(tiancm and the'art of p'laymg thh every

LA

i erent sort of weapon. HIS descent is no—
bie ;" indeed, ‘by the mot%er s side, it is regal

v Y iy s
so ! at, il'l s’éémg 5q. many, and such .excellent
raanr

d’mk ents concentratmc lag the)’ do, in a
s"if;g e Body, its eltJ most beautlful a 5ﬁely

j‘ kg, P ; "
proportxonea vely Varlous conJectures have

ansen concermng th1s remarkable person ves
It wouid Be superﬁuous to offer any reflec-
fions' upon this'decisive ] passage, as it is evi-
dent-that the remarks which were made™ re-
girding thf fort\nér document, a’lzply" Wit]ll,

" When we come to consider the evidence establishing the »
fact of Crichton’s death by the hand of Vincenzo di Gonzaga,
there will be quoted a very singular passage which follows this
account of Crichton, regarding a monody, said to be written by
him, upon the death of the Cardmal Charles Borromeo, In the
mean time, Imay remark that none of his former biographers
have had an opportunity of considering or examining these two
Ttalian accounts of him. 3
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équal force to the present. Thé next author -
who has left us'a contemporary account of
Crichton, is the celebrated Aldus Mahutius’
'and his.evidence is at once of tlie most unek-
ceptionable; and the most concluélve nataré,
This:author does not transcnbe what he onl
heard /from other persons, of "had ' read i
other books,regarding events Whlch had ‘pags-
éd before his' own tiine.’ He was a con&empo-
. ‘Tary, an.dntimdte friend of Crichton’s, and
an eye-witness:of 'thosé- public- dlsputahoﬁs
whichi he records. « « T vero mé non solizm
rauctorem- consiliorum, sed spectaforem pugs
wardam wirificarum, 'habuisti” He accord-
ingly describes, with thé most pointed mi-
nuteness; the different scenes in which Crich-
ton exhibited his talents; he dwells upon
the various ‘powers, which, in’the different
branches of philosophy, in the usé ‘of many
- different languages, and in his facility’ in po-
etical composition, he had exhibited before
men who were Aldus’s own contemporaries,
some of whom must have been Crichton’s
literary rivals, and all of whom weré ready to
contradict his statement, had it been unsup-
ported by fact. He records the illustrious
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descent -of, Crichton, the estates possessed,
‘and the authority enjoyed by his father, the
Aextreme,beauty, rof his countenance and per-
son, his excellence in all manly and martial
exerc:ses, hls exact age, ‘the -eminent precep-
;ors to whom his education was entrusted,
his, arqval at Venice, and the verses which he
presented upon that occasion. Nor is he con-
‘tenied with the testimony of his own'indivi-
;dual adiiration, In. the. dedication. of his
Laehus, ta Lorenzo Massa, who then held one
,of the highest offices in the Venetian' Repub-

lic, he congratulates this eminent man upon
his intimacy with Crichton, < divinum plane

_juvenem ;” and he subjoins an ode which had
been, addressed by, the young scholar to the
Venetian secretary. Lastly, in a pathetic de-
dication of the Timeus of Cicero to the me-
mory of Crichton, he records the yean of his

_death, the violence by which it was-qecas"ion-
ed, and the universal regret which accompa-
nied it.¥

Here, then, by an eye-witness; we are pre-
sented with the most particular account of’

[, |

—rer—

* See Appendix, Nos. 11f. IV. ¥. gnd VI
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the extraordinary endowments of Crichton’;
and this an account which, when we consider;
the abilities of Aldus to appreciate the talents,
of ‘thich he speaks, the references he makes-
to other eminent men, whom he represents as,
equally with himself, the friends and admirers
of Crichton; and the publicity which,he knew
awaited thls Dedication, is entitled to the
very,, hlghest credit. The two modern, au-
thors,, Dr, Black, and ‘Dr Klppls, who haye
atg;mptqd to reduce the reputation of Crich-.
ton to. ,yvhat they conceive its proper level,
have ev1dentlyv felt 1much difficulty with, re-
gard to the different testimonies transmitted
by. Aldus.* To discredit such a witness al-
together, was impossible ; and Klppls,.'ac-
cordingly, after having nibbled round the cor-
ners of his evidence, and gently insinuated
a few objections which require no serious re-
ply, seems compelled to admit that the per-
sonal presence of Aldus is a very staggering
circumstance, and that he “ is & positive and

* Dr Black observes, that “ Kippis goes on pretty smoothly
till he comes to the Dedication of Aldus; but here his path
roughens, and he i evidently at a loss,”
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undoubted witness, with rekpect to Cnchbd s
intellectual and literary exertions at Padua
and Venice.”* He observes, however, that he'
i8 the only living authority upon the subject
“of Crichton’s! celebrity, a rembrk which we'
havé' already‘ seent to be perfectly erronéous,J
afid Winds ap'his examination'of Aldus testi-
niony ‘with this conso]mg reflection.
- Dr'Black,' in his Blographxcal Critique on
Crichton, whei'-he ‘beging' to- examlge the
ewdenbe contdined §n ‘the’Dedication of Al-
dus,’ is fiot more suceessful in his atfempt to
_invalidate its huthority’y and, although he ob:
sérves, with & good-humoured metaphor, that
the path '‘which was trod by the leveller of
Crichton’s fame, became suddenly rough and
laborious the' fnoment he entered upon this
Dedication; it is singular that hé endeavorrs
to cleat it by the very same weapons which
had proved so feeble ‘in the hands of h1s
predecessor.. r
"We hatve already vindicated the honour
and veracity of Crichton from that unfounded

)
* Biog. Brit. Art, Crichton, p. 452..
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attack of Dempster’s, regarding his descent
from the royal blood of Scotland. Dr Black
has reiterated very neaily the same accusa-
tion ; and that, in the most broad and ungal-
lant terms. . « It is evident,” says he, ¢ that
Crichton told an untruth to Aldus concern-
ing his father’s possessions. Robertus Crito-
nius, pater tuusy Fifensis in Scotia,- et Stor-
mondiensis, Llioki, et Clunei, tot presidiorum,
lot oppidorum dominus.” Aldus, (he adds,)
could only have learnt the existence of such
places, from Crichton. We have already re-
plied to the error evidently made by Aldus,
and not by Crichton, in the insertion of the
wvords, Fifensis et Stormondiensis ; ahd, with
the exception of these, it is easy to.see that
the assertion of Dr Black, regarding this un-
truth, rests upon a fourdation as hollow and
unsound as the adccusation of Dempster.
Crichtpn’s father was Robert Crichton, pro-
prietor of -the estates of Eliock and Cluny,
and enjoyed the high situations of Lord Ad-
vocate, and Lord of Session. The untruth,

* Life of Tasso; vol. IT. p. 435.
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therefore, cannot apply to the words, Elioki
et Clunei dominus. The word, presidium,*
used_in its pure and classic sense by Aldus,
denotes any high command or situation en:
trusted to an individual who watches over
the safety of bthers, and is therefore, with
perfect propriety, applied to the distinguished
public situations held by Robert Crichton ;
and-.the term, ¢ oppidorum,’ is perhaps a na-
tural;, though Iudicrous mistake of Manu-
tius, Who hearing Crichton, in the language
of his country, describe the different founest
on hig father’s estates, imagined that he used
the English. word, Zowr, and instantly, in the
excess of his respect, dubbed the Lord Ad-
yocate, “ Dominus oppidorum.”

The Dedication of Aldus is, in the next
place, held up to doubt and discredit, by an
assertion that all the dedications of this au-
thor are in the same high-flown strain of ex-
aggerated panegyric,—that, having never suf-

— 4

* See Nizolius in Ciceronem, sub voce presidium.

t Toune was nsed in the time of Crichton, and is still used in
old Scotch, to denote a collection of cot-houses. I am aware,
that, to support this explanation, we must believe that Aldus
was acquainted, in some degree, with the English language ; an
assumption which is certainly hypothetical.

E . .
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ficiently practised the Horatian precept of
“ Nil admirari,” the learned printer was in the
habit of regarding “ the stage of life as an
opera, on which prodigies were perpetually
passing ;” and that his familiar letters furnish
very striking instances of this disposition* ,

‘When 4 particular account of any eminent
person has been given by a contemporary’
writer, who was his intimate friend, and the
eye-witness of the exploits which he re:
counts,—when 'the only definite.accusation
which has been brought against the.correct.
ness of such an account, is found to be a
groundless accusation,—and when every ecif-
cumstance which it includes .is; as we.shall
immediately see, corroborated by the concur
rent testimony of other authors, in a case likd
this, any such general and unembodied asser-
tions, as that this writer is addicted to a hy-
perbolical style of writing, or fond of attend-
ing an opera peopled by prodigies of his own
creation, are too vague and inconclusive to

* Sece Black’s Life of Tasso, No. XXV, Appendix to vol. IL,
p. 438.
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deserve much attention.' But, even here, Dr
Black has been unnecessarily severe upon the
Aldine prefaces, and the authority to be given
to the evidence which they contain ; nor does
the sentence of Renouard, which he has quot-
ed in support of his opinion, appear to imply
that heavy weight of censure which is ascrib-
ed to-it..

With regard to the taste for the marvel-
-lous, and the disposition to tell many un-
truths for the purpose of increasing his enco-
mium, din melte buglie in accrescimento di
lode, which is said to appear in the Letters of
Aldus, we may remark, that so far from their
being considered as a collection of vain and
empty literary compliments, these Letters
have received high commendatians, both for
the elegance of their style, and the justice and
discernment of their opinions. It is the opin-
ion of Zeno, in speaking of these Letters,
says Renouard, in his Memoires de & Impri-
merie des. Aldes, that they are compositions
remarkable for the purity and elegance of the
style in which they are written, and that they
Present us with a most advantageous picture
of their author. His opinions regarding others
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are formed with juétice,' and he is uniformly
modest in his estimation of himself, . Juste,
quand il parle des autres, et towjours tres mo-
deste, quand il est question de lui meme."

In proceeding to illustrate his argument,
Dr Black has given quotations from several
letters* addressed by Aldus to different Ita-
lian noblemen and literati, introducing to
their acquaintance a young Polish scholar of
the name of Stanislaus Nlegoseusky, in terms
certainly of the veryhighest panegync These
praises seem to be, in the letters at least, al-
most entirely given to his poetical talents, if we
except the sentence where he is said to be ex-
cellent in feats of letters and of arms.-  Con
le prouvé delle lettere e dell armi” 1Tt is evi-
dent that the argument against Crichton,
drawn from the alleged encomiastic disposi-
tion of Aldus, is not complete, till it is proved
that these praises were, in the particular in-
stance of Niegoseusky, unfounded and hy-
perbolical. Now, this has not even been at-
tempted; and the opponents. of Crichton’s

* The introductory letters will be found in the Appendix to
Dr Black’s Life of Tasso, vol. ii. p. 440.
2
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fame bave thus entirely neglected to supply
a material link in the chain of evidence against
him. But even allowing that Niegoseusky
had been proved to be a person unwarrant-
ably- eulogised by Aldus, does this. solitary
instance establish what has been so broadly
asserted, that the stage of life was by Aldus
so constantly peopled with prodigies, and his
mind so overheated with the contemplation
.of them, that his testimony is unworthy of
eredit, when, taking the whole range of his
letters and his life, we find this young Polish
scholar to be, the only person who is spoken
of in terms at all approaching to those which
he has employed in bis encomium of Crigh-
ton?

So far, then, the attempt to discredit the
authority of Aldus is unsuccessful. But the
argument may be still more effectually de-
feated ; for the truth is, that Niegoseusky was
a man of very extraordinary talents, remark-
able for his poetical powers,—the admirer and
panegyrist of Crichton,—the only person whc
.was esteemed, in some degree, the rival of his
celébrity, and, .by a remarkable coincidence,
not only addicted to the same studies, but of
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exactly the same age* The character of this
young Polish scholar is illustrated by a dedi-
cation to him, by Aldus, of Cicero’s first and
only poetical production, a translation of thé
verses of Aratus; and it is particularly inte.
resting, as it contains another testimony re:
garding Crichton, which has not before been
“discovered by -any of his biographers. After
some introductory mattet, which is of no im-
portaince, Aldus proceeds.~~ I send to you
“those verses of Aratus, which have been trans.
lated by Cicero—one poet to another—but
with this difference, that it is a poet of infe-
rior, to one of superior genius. My book,
D¢ Universitate, was dedicated to my friend,
alas! my departed friend,” Crichton. Now
that I inscribe to you the verses of Aratus,
say shall I dedicate thém to you, as his rival,
or his panegyrist, or his superior ; or shall I
ascribe to you all these characters at once ?
* * * It is not enough to say that you write
-versesj you pour them forth with that unex-

* A coincidence of dates induces Dr Black to think that Nie-
goseusky is the same person who is mentioned in a letter of Tas-
5o to his friend Cataneo, where Tasso tells him, « I was visited
by that Polish youth, who deserves such admiration.”+<Opere de
Tasso, vol. IX. p. 345.
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ampled animation and facility, which in-
stantly declares that you were born a poet.”*

In an epistolary dedication, addressed to a
friend, it will be said that scope is generally
allowed for exaggerated praise ; and it may be
argued, as has been done in the instance of
Crichton, that the evidence is here much
weaker than when we find the encomium
conveyed through a less direct, and therefore
more unsuspicious channel. This remark is
met by the following striking and curious
passage, contained in an Address, by Aldus, to
John Zamoscky; Chancellor of Poland, a per-
son who had risen to the highest military and

civil offices in the government of his coyn-
tey. .
After complimenting Zamosckyt upch his

I “ . L]

* The whole dedication to Niegoseusky, which is dated 4th
November, 1583, ‘will be found in the Appendix, No. VIL

+ This great man presided in the councils, and led the armies
of Poland for twenty-four years, and was equally eminent as a ge-
peral, ‘as a minister, and as an admirer and encourager of liters~
ture. It was the military talents of Zamoscky which effectually
checked the conquests of Basilides, Czar of Muscovy, and deliver-
ed the provinces of Palesia, Volesia, and Livonia. Zamoscky, on
the death of his sovereign, was entreated to ascend the throne, but
he had the greatness of mind to refuse this elevation, and to vote
for Sigismund.
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military successes, and his eminent talents,
both in peace and war, Aldus proceeds.—* It
is for this reason that Stanislaus Niegoseusky,
an illustrious youth, illustrious from, birth,.
but still more illustrious from his eminent
virtues, is the more dear to me, because he is,
never weary of talking of thee, of admiring
and extolling thee. Indeed, in this employy
ment, it is hard to say which of us can yield!
to the other. It is a peculiar characteristic of
your Polish climate, that it is most produes
tive in the article of genius. Who. is pot
charmed with the recollection of Stanislaus
Orichovius ?* Who does not admire the writ~

ings of James Gorscius? 'Who does not ex-
tol to the stars the names of Stanislaus Socos
lovius,+ Andreas Patritius, and Martin Slache-
zinius? Nor do I hesitate to prophecy that

my dear Niegoseusky, although now so young,

# Stanislaus Orichovius, who, for his eloquence, obtained the
sirname of the Polish Demosthenes, wrote six books of the An-~
nals of the History of Poland, which are to be found in I’ Lugos-,
sii Historia Polonica, vol. 11. coll. 233.

# Stanislaus Socolovius was a learned scholar of Cracow, whe!
translated from the Greek original, and published, with notes,
an Examination of the Principal Heresies of the Eastern Church,
by the Patriarch Hieremias,—See De Burk, vol. L. p. 361.
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will, ‘one day, also become a great man; for,)
even at this age, he is able to accomplish what:
many would assert to be impossible,—to per-
form things, which he who does not see them
with his own eyes would pronounce incre-
dible. We account it no vommon talent to
speak extempore on any subjeet. But to de-
liver your opinion, to réply to' the arguments'
brought against you in verse, this I must
reckon one of those endowments which sa-
vour of divinity. Yet did Niegoseusky pub-
lish a- written challenge, in which he und
dertook to descant upon any.proposed subject:
extempore, in verse. 'He stood firm to his en-

agement, and indeed fulfilled it nobly, to the
admiration of all who heard him, entailing
immortality upon his own name, and confer-
ring glory upon Poland. Nor did he only:
evince his talents for versification, but exhi-
bited his powers, which are of a high order,
in declamatory prose. I was anxious, there-
fore, to inclose the programma or writing,
which he published, in this Letter, that it
might be preserved as evidence of so uncom-
mon a genius. Here; therefore, it is, elaborat-
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ed, as all will acknowledge, with uncommon
skill.”

There follows accordingly this programma,
which, as an example of the mode followed in .
those days of publishing a literary cartel- or
challenge, is extremely curious.*

On a perusal of this singular relic of thgse
ancient times, it may be readily believed, that
any learned man of the present age would
esteem it, and justly, a very ridiculous per-
formance. To solve mathematical questions
in hexameter and pentameter verses,~to pro-
fess an acquaintance with the whole body of'
the Aristotelian philosophy,~to speak extem-
pore,—or to declaim in poetic numbers upon
any proposed question,—engagements of this
nature may be very justly regarded as a proof
of the degraded condition ta which the stu.
dies which were then so generally cultivated,
had reduced the human mind. But it is here
never to be forgotten, that in the argument
which we are now illustrating, it is not by any
means asserted that the philosophy or the li-

e, A L

¢ See Notes and Ilustrations, letter K.
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terature of those ages was of that high cha-
racter which belongs to these branches of hu-
man knowledge in their present improved con-
dition. On the contrary, itis allowed, that no-
thing could be more utterly useless than the
system of scholastic philosophy which was at
this time prevalent in Europe ; and that the
_terms of the mathematical sciences, the words
moral and natural philosophy, and the science
dignified by the name of the scholastic theo-
logy; conveyed, in those days, a meaning
which -it would be degradation to affix to
‘them in 'the present advanced condition of
bhuman knowledge. All that we are endea-
vouring to prove is, that James Crichton,
whatever may be the comparative estimate
of the condition of those sciences in which he
excelled, in relation to the sthte of our know-
Jedge in the present day, had attained, in his
acquaintance with.them, a very remarkable
superiority to all his contemporaries.

The evidence of Aldus is decisive upon
this point. To repell it, this author has been
accused of excessive exaggeration ; and, in-
stead of many. which were promised, a single
instance has been attempted to be raised up,
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in the person of Stanislaus Niegoseusky: This
is an unfortunate example, for Niegoseusky
turns out to have been a young man of very
extraordinary learning and accomplishments,
and, in every way, entitled to thedntroductory
encomiums of Aldus.

Theveracity of Aldus remains, therefore, un-
impeached, by the erroneous character which
has beenr imputed to him. The well-known
research of Dr Black has discovered, in his
Letters, only one solitary example of praises at
all similar to those lavished upon Crichton.
The argument would have been imperfect,
even had it been shown that they were unde-
served, and becomes still more imperfect,
since no attempt has been made to establish
this fact; but it is reduced to no argument
at all, it crumbles into impotence, when it is
once proved that,Niegoseusky had really de-

Aldus, in a different dedication to another eminent Polish
scholur, Jacobus Gorscius, doctor of the civil and canon law at
Cracow, congratulates him on his familiar and intimate friend-
ship with the illustrious Niegoseusky, again takes an opportu-
nity of indulging in prophetic dreams of the future eminence
which the young scholar is likely to attain, and claims the
friendship of Gorscius, which had been promised him by their
mutual acquaintance, Niegoseusky. See this dedication in the
Notes and Illustrations, letter L.
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served the praises which were bestowed upon
him

- Having said so much on the subject of Al
dus Manutius, enough at least, it is hoped, to
restore to him that rank of merit, and that
character of authenticity, of which the learned
biographer of Tasso has attempted to deprive
him,—we may now leave him to stand by
himself, and proceed to the testimony of John
Imperialis.

« Imperialis,” says Dr Black; « is another
of the witnesses adduced in evidenee of Crich«
ton’s endowments. His work is a collection
of heads, with short eulogies, in which almost
every person is represented as a phoenix ; and
a mass of pompous epithets are heaped toge-
ther, less for the "purpose of celebrating the
person, than of shewing the eloquence of the
author. In Italy, a number of such encomi-
astic works have been published, as, besides
that of Imperialis, those of-Crasso, Ghilini,
Capaccio, and others, useless for every biogra-
phical purpose, and containing the most ab-
surd and ridiculous panegyric.”*

* See Black's Life of Tasso, No. XXV. Appendix, vol. TI,
P 429.
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It is undoubtedly tfue, that, during the
sixteenth century, a variety of biographical
works appeared in-Italy, which, in their over-
strained and bombastic encomiums, are very
rarely observant of truth and aceuracys Such
were certainlyithe works of Crasso, Ghilini,
and Capaccio’; but under so low a charscter;
the Museum Historium of Imperialis does not
fall ; for it ought to be particularly remarked,
that Morhoff’* in his excellent work on the
History of Philosophy and Literature, in
which, with great critical acumen, with very
sufficient severity, and a profound erudition;
he has characterised the. different writers' in
the-departments of philosophy, of history, and
of general literature,~—has carefully separated,
the Museum: Historicum ef Imperialis from
the other ephemeral authorse who devoted
themselves to the penning of Elogia.

« John Imperialis,” says he, ¢ is author q{!

* Daniel George Morhoff, one of the most eminent scholars
in Germany, was born at Wismar, in 1639. Hé became, first
of all, Professor of Eloguence and Poetry atthe University of
Keil ; and to this preferment was afterwards added the Profes-
sorship of History. 1In 1688, he published his celebrated work,
Poly.Historia Philosophica et Literaria. He died in 1691.
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the Historical and Physical Museum,. or a
Collection of Eulogies on Eminent Literary
Men. This is a good work, and- contains

"many remarkable features and circumstances
in the lives of gminent men. He does not
confine himself to an eloge on their writings,
but throws in particular incidents in the his-
tory.of their lives. In other respects, the
writers of elogia are not entitled to such full’
credit as the authors of the livé$ of celebrat-
ed men* :

* It. is also a circumstance, 1in weighing the
evidence of Imperialis, by no means unim.,
portant, that the learned and accurate Tira-
boschi, in a passage (of which a part has been
quoted by Dr Black,) where he has given the
character of that crowd of encomiastic wri.
ters who, in the sixteenth century, inundated
the Italian press with their perishable pro-
ductions, and of whom he has inserted a long

® ¢ Joannes Imperialis scripsit Museum Historicum et Physis
cum, sive Elogia virorum literis illustrium. Bonus ille liber est ;
multa continet, de viris doctis, memorabilia ; quorum elogia, non
solum descripsit, sed et singularia sepe immiscet. Alioquin
elogiorum scriptores non tam plenam fidem merentur, quam vi-
tarum scriptores.”~—Morkoff, book L. ¢. 19,
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catalogue, does not, in this list, include the
Museum Historicum of Imperialis. It was
not, therefore, altogether just to drag in, ther
name of this author, whose productagns have,
been regarded, by such respectable authorities,
as possessing a much higher value, into thes
deserved censure which has been pronounced(
upon such writers as Crasso, thhm, Capac-
cio, and their followers in the field of b}ograa
phical bombast.

The truth is, that the Museum Hlstoncum
of Impenahs, embraces the lives of men, _vyho, |
although forgotten, and perhaps desérv%dly,
in these modern days, were all of eminence
in the literary or political history of their own:
timeg ; and, except that the style is too deeply
tinctufed with that passion for metaphorwhich
then infected the biographical writers of Italy,.
it is at once ap interesting and useful work.

The testimony, therefore, of Imperialis, is
entitled to credit, because he is esteemed a
writer of authority ; and still more is it enti-
tled to credit, because it is the testimony of a
contemporary, whose account is takén from
the lips of his own father, who was, as his son
expressly states, an eye-witness of Crichton’s
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 remarkable exhibition at Padua.* And what
is the import of this evidence? It corrobo-
~ rates every particular which has been men-
tioned by Aldus;—Crichton’s first appear-
ance, and remarkable exhibition at Venice,~
his journey to Padua, and the eminence which
hé there acquired,—his sickness at that city,—
his return to Venice,—the disputes which he
there held with the most eminent scholars,—
the astonishing powers of his mind, and ver-
satility ‘of his talents, in Which he is affirmed
to' have been approached by none excépt
Picus Princeé of Mirandulat,—the beauty
of his person,—his excellence in all manly
and martial accomplishments,—lastly, his un-
fortunate connection with Gonzaga, Dyke of
Mantua, and his melancholy death, by the
hands of his son, Vincenzo ; an event, regard-
ing which the author declares that it is un-
certain whether it happened by accident or
design. « Consulto an casu incertum.”
But even allowing that Imperialis, in his
Historical Museum,*had conferred upon all,

* Sce, for the original Life by Imperialis, Appendixg No,
IX,
+ Some account of this remarkable person will be found in
the sequel.

¥
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whom' he has there included in his elogia, an
exaggerated reputation, and (which is quite;
unallowable, however,),that ‘this work was;
written, like many others of the same age,
with the premeditated design of exalting to,
thie highest eminence, every name which it
contained, we are still furnished with a reply.
to.all  this in two passages, which are to be
found in a different work of the same author,,
entitled, Thé Bhysical Museum ; or,a Treat;
tise. on Genius,* and which, in collecting the,
evidence regarding Crichton’s endowments,'
are curious an_d”important... The author is-
speaking of the symptoms of genius, discoyer-,
able from the particular  physical tempera-,
ment and bodily form of different persons ;
_ and after some general remarks,; he introdu-
ces, as illustrations of the doctrine which he
lays down, the example of the celebrated Ju-
lius Cesar Scaliger, and. James Crichton.
“ With the rparticular constitution abgve
mentioned,” says he, « there is generally
found united not only a very exalted kind
of mind, but a particularly powerful and ath-
letic form of body, an example of which we

* Musewn Physicum, siv¢ De Ingenio Humano.
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have formerly seen in the instance of Julius
Ceesar Scaliger,* and more recently in the per~
. son of James Crichton, the-Scotsman. These
celebrated persons, in addition to an astonish-
ing-acutenes$ in disputation, and a wonder-
ful facility in the'acquisition of the different.
‘'sciences, were so remarkable for dexterity
and ease in'the acquisition of all bodily ac-
complishments, that in the use of arms, in
" the accomplishments of dancing, of riding,
and breaking of horses, and, in short, in every
sort of gymnastic exercise, they excelled in
a most miraculous manner. I ascribe .their
strength to the. warmth, and their mental
powers to the purity and fineness of their
blood.”}

Again, in speaking of the effeets of climate
upon the character of different nations, Im-
perialis pays' another testimony to the un-
equalled talents of Crichton, and his extreme
popularity in Italy.—< The brave nation of
the Scotch,” says he; “ living under nearly

1

—— - .
* In Joseph Scaliger’s Epistle, De claritud. Gentis Scaliger.
and in the Confutat. Fabule Burdon, will be found a deserip-
tion of the exercises of his father, Jul Cesar Sealiger, which he
followed when arrived at a very advanced age. One of these was
very peculiar; The old scholar used to divert and delight him-
self much, by leaping into and out of a tub.
+ Museum Physigum, B. L. ¢. 17.
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the same climate, is troubled beyond mieasure
with public factions, and émbroiled with pri-
vate feuds ; but,~at the same time; they pos-
sess a genius fitted both to excel in the acqui.
sition of the sciences, and in the management
-of public affairs, as is pfoved in ancient timesr,'
by these two celebrated luminaries, ' John
Duns Scotus, who obtained the distinguish-
ing name of the Subtile Doctor; and John
Suisset, called the Calculator; and, lately,
John (James) Crichton, who has been 'so
‘highly celebrated by the Ttalians, as to. bé
esteemed the pheenix amongst the most emi:
nent men of his age.”*

“Now, without attributing very great sound-
ness to this singular doctrine of Imperialis,f

* In this passage, John is evidently a misprint for James.

.1 In thie brief Memoir of Imperialis, as well as in the more
detailed Dedication of Aldus, there are some further particulars
well worthy of attention. Aldus informs us, that Rutherford
was one of Crichton’s preceptors. This was John Rutherford,
o man of learning and eminence in his own days ; a fellow pro-
fessor with Buchanan, at the University of Coimbra, in Portu=
gal ; from which, on account of his religious opinions, being for-
ced to fly, along with his celebrated colleague, into France, he
returned at last to his native country, where he dicd, Professor
of Philosophy at St Andrews, in 1575. ¢ At multe recondite
eruditionis, fuit, hoec tempore, Joannes Rhetorfortis, non sujs so-
lum, sed exteris, ob singularem eruditionem, notus. Docuit
Conimbrie in Hispania. Andreapoli item, in patria, publicam
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it is clear, that the evidence it contains, in
regard- to Crichton’s remarkable talents, is

professionem, magna sua laude, majori literarum commodo, ho-
noratus. Ejus habemus, de arte disscrendi, lib. 4. ‘et alia in
Philosophia Opuscula.” This passage, which I copy from Sir R.
Sibbald, in his Histor. Literaria Gentis Scotorum, (}MS. Advoc.
Library) is itself copied from an Oration 6f Gilbert Gray, on the
"§llustrious writers of Scotland, prefixed to Mackenzie’s Lives.
A catalogue of Rutherford’s works will be found, in Dempster,
Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Scotorum, B, xvi. p. 565. Aldus
Manutius has also mentioned Robertson amongst the eminent
men who were masters to Crichton. From the correspondence
of dates, it is not improbable that this was the same scholar, of
“whose life and works Dempster has left us the following very
méagre detail :—*“ Andreas Robertsonus, magno nomind, pia-
triam suam illustravit ; et nonnulla versa prosique edidit. Ego
tantuin vidi Epithalamrium Jacobi Sexti et Anne %cotorum Re-
gum. Obiit Edinburgi, anno 1595.”"—DemrsTER, B. XVi, P.
877, o
‘With regard to Crichton’s having been, in his youth, under
the tuition of Buchanan, which fact is stated by Aldus, I have
not discovered any materials which might lead us to form an ac-
curate opinion. He could not have been placed under the care
of this great scholar, at St Andrews, since it is certain that Bu-.
_chanan left that University as early as the year 1569, before
. Crichton was matriculated. But there is an interval in the life
of Crichton, the period between his leaving St Andrews, which
is kriown to have been in 1575, and the period of his going to
France, (which is unknown, but which was probably in the
1577,) of which no particular details are discoverable ; and it
is certainly not improbable, that the son of the Lord Advocate,
who had already evinced very uncommon talents, should, on his
return to Edinburgh, have been introduced to Buchanan, who
had acquired a great reputation, and that, at this period of his
life, the Young Crichton might have enjoyed the benetit of this
eminent scholar’s advice and instruction.
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unassailable by any of. the arguments which
have been brought agdinst the passage in his
Museum Historicum. The :passage rwhich
has been now quoted, is taken from: another
and a different work, against which no accu.
sation ‘of inaccuracy has ever been advanced,
and where.the author, in soberly and dmpar-
tially discussing a certain questionyintrodut
ces, 'as an illustration of-his argiiment, the
character of J. Casar Scaliger, and James
Crichton.

Here, then, from the same author, we have,
a new and unexceptionable testimony to -the
remarkable talents and universal. endow:
ments of Crichton,—to his moral eminencé
in the study and knowledge of the sciences,—+
and to his physical péwers, ahd uncommon
excellence in all the manly and martial exer:
cises of the age.
- The next authority, in support of the exs
traordinary abilities of Crichton, is that which
has been given from the work of Felix Astolf,
~his Officina Historica. It is, like that of Al
dus, a testimony proceeding from a contem-
porary author, who states the facts it contains
from his own knowledge, but who was not,
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like Aldus, a personal friend of the man whom
hé describes. It is) besides this, an uninterested
testimony proceeding from an Italian, regard-
ing the eminent abilities of a Scotchman who
had shown himself superior to, the Italians of
his time.s It.was therefore the more unbias-
sed; by the ‘partialities of country and of
friendship. It.is sober and moderate in the
tdne iin rwhich it-is given ; but’it is strong,
pertinent, .and conclusive,) iri. the evidence
which it conveys. If there was any ground
to: suspect ‘the partiality of Aldus,~—if there
was @any .the least ‘Tehson to receive with hesi-
tation: thé biographical eulogy of Imperialis,
there can be none whatever. to induce us°to
refuse unlimited credit to the simple and nn:
ornamented statement of Astolfi. "He ap-
peals to the fact of Crichton’s being well
known to all of his time. “ Lo Scoxsese ¢ no.
tissimo @ tutti, chiamavasi Giacomo - Crichio-
70 ;° and he then shortly mentions his stu-
pendous memory,—his very early age,~+his
intimate tequaintance with the sciences, with
philosophy, and theologjr,;-and the impiesr
sion of wonder and astonishment which his
appearance left on all who witnessed it
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' The abilities of the Scotsman,” says he,
“are known to all. His name was James
Crichton, who appeared like a prodigy in
these our own times, and was admired for the
stupendous powers of his memory. Although
a youth of only. twenty-two years of age; he
yet penetratéd into the most recondite scien?
ces, and explained the most difficult passages;
and the ‘most obscure processes of reasoning:
in the writings of theologians and philosok
phers; so that, to all who considered only his
early youth, it seemed impossible that hg
could have read through, to say nothing of
committing to memory, such a mass of erus
dition.”* It would have been hopeless to
have attacked a passage of this nature; and
accordingly not a single reflection -has been
advanced by any author against the testimo.
ny of Astolfi. )

There is one other testimony, which, as
it .proceeds from a contemporary author of
distinguished . celebrity, who affirms that his
nformation was obtained in Italy, ought
not to be, passed over;—I allude to an

| e,

* Fep, the original passage in the Appendix, No. VIII,
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account of Crichton, preserved by Joseph
Sealiger: “ I have heard,” says the author; -
“when I was in Italy, of one €richton, a
Scotchman, who had only reached the age of
twenty-one, when he was killed by the com-
mand. of the;Duke of Mantua, who knew
twelve different Janguages,~had studied the -
fathers and.the poets,~—disputed de omni sci-
biliyiend replied-to his-antagonists in verse.
He!was 14 man of very wonderful genius;
more worthy of admiration than of esteem:
&Xe had something of the coxcomb about him,
and-only wanted a little common sense. Itis
remarkable that princes are apt to take an af-
fection for' geniuses. of this stamp, but very
rarely for truly learned men.” This passage,
from the Scaligerana, isvaluable inmany points
of view. Scaliger obtained his information in
"Ttaly, in all probability, from those who had
been withesses of the genius of Crichton } and
the whole sentence bears strongly upon it the
marks of truth and impartiality. Crichton,
he tells us, « was a little of a coxcomb,” a cir-
cumstance by no means inconsistent with his
eminent talents, and a failing exceedingly na-
tural in.a young man possessed of such un-
common powers of mind and beauty of per
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son, -who had been tried by that 'severest of
all ordeals,—admiration.; the admiration, tod,
not of a limited circle of .friends, or of an:in-
sulated university, but of a whole people ; and
what is perhaps- still more difficult. to bear,
who had listened to the praises of the sweetést
tongues, and been exposed to the radiance iof
the fairest eyes in Italy; yet, after touchirg
upon his failings, Scaliger does justice: to. his
genius, “ IHe was a man of stupendous
powers.” Cestoit ingeniunt prodigiosum y and
- I need not say that this .encomium cornes
with infinite force, when we take into account
the. sarcastic matter with which it-is accoms
panied. ! 1 -

From the contemporary testimonies to the
unexampled abilities of Crichton, we proceed
now to the consideration of those evidence§
which are to be deemed ancient, when compar+
ed with the moremodernstories of Urqubart ox
Mackenzie, but which are themselves of a later
date than the preceding accounts contained in
the Italian memoir, the MS. of Abbe Mo-
relli, the Dedication of Aldus, the Life byf
Imperialis, the short “ Notice” of Scaliger, ot
the concluding document of Astolfi. I be-
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gin with the account transmitted by Thomas
Dempster, the author of the Historia Eccle-
siastica Scotie, and certainly a man of a most
singular character. - '

1 .Possessed, as even his enemies have allow-
ed, of very erhinent talents, and these improv-
‘ed by.a complete education in the scholastic
philosophy ' of the-age,~—keen in temper,—
violent:in argument,—and uniting to a dis:
position naturally ambitious, a haughty fear-
lessness of mind, Dempster was in no respect
a.character fitted to conciliate the esteent, of
even to disarm the censure, of his litérary ri
vals and contemporaries. The terms, accord-
ingly, in which he is spoken of, are sufy
ficiently severe. Erythraus, while he allows
that he possessed very high talents, describes
him with a sort of awe and terror, as an au-
thor of a most ferocious disposition,~—prefe-
rocis ingenii. But the most serious accusa-
tion; and that with which those who appeal
to him as an authority are alone interested, is
the charge of literary forgery which has lately
been raised against him. « Dempster,” says
Dr Black, “ has rendered himself infamous

among such literary men as know any ‘thing
‘ 2
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of him or of his writings, by his forgeries.™
% Thomds Dempster,” continues the.same aus
thor, quoting Baillet,—* nous a donné “une
Histoire Ecclésiastique & Ecosse en dizneirf
livres, ou il parle beaucoup des gens de letires
de cette contrée. . Mais quoiqu’il fiit habile dail-
Aeurs, il wen avoit ni le sens plus droitynile
Jugement plus solide, ni la consciencermeilleure.
1l et _voulu que tous les Savans fussent Ecos-
sozs, idla Jorgé des titres des livres qui wont jo
witis été mis -au monde pour relever la Sloire
de sa patrie, et i a commis divers autres four
bes qui Dont décrié parms les gens de letiresy
And Baillet adds,— Ce sont & peu prés les
plaintes qui_font de lui Usserius, Waraus, le
Pere Labbé, Sandius, Nicilaus Antoina.”+
The history of this accusation of forgery,
which would, at first sight, appear to be a
most deep and serious charge proceeding
from every quarter against an author, and re-
ceiving the corroborating testimony of Usher,
‘Warzus, or Ware, Labbé, Sandius, Nicolas
Antoine, and Baillet, affords a curious illus-
tration of that passion for literary scandal, and

* Appendix to Llfe of Tasso, p. 434.
+ Jugemens des Savans, tom. II. p. 106.



LIFE OF CRICHTON. 93

that strange avidity with which, even amongst
many eminent men, it ‘has been circulated,
which is a mortifying featuré in the literary
“history.of the sixteenth century. The parent
of 'the fale against Dempster, seems to have
been Archbishop Usher ; and, emboldened by
hisnathority, all the other authors, whose
names swell the catalogue. of his ‘accusers,
havé done little more than retail the censure
.of the exasperated prelate.

v “That portion of the history of Scotland
and Ireland, (and, indeed, in the history of
‘every nation,) which includes its early annals,
is well known to form a kind of disputed or
debateable ground, upon which historians
and antiquarians have, in all ages, carried on
.a most bitter and determined contest. Many
authors, of unquestionable authority upon
-other subjects, have forfeited this high cha-
racter, when they come to treat of these re-
mote periods. Misled by a desire to antedate
the celebrity of their own country, they have
too often sacrificed their love of historical
truth to their spirit of nationality, and, *in
this view, narrated events, and quoted autho-
rities, which were no where to be found but
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in their own imaginations. That this has been
done, and to a very great degree, by Demps-
ter, it would argue great ignorance of his writ!
ings, todeny. Our argument is, that, as far as
this accusation goes, he has only imitated 'the
example of other eminent historians and an-
tiquaries, when treating of this particular and
obscure portion of history ;' and that, as this
offence in these historians, amongst whom wé -

may enroll Usher himgelf, has not been held:
" to invalidate theif accounts 6f more modern
fimes, reither ought it, when committed by
Dempster, to destroy his credit, in any narra-
tion which is within the limits of authentic

"history. To return to the history of this ac:
cusation.

Archbishop Usher # was a great antiquarian,!
and exceedingly national. Dempster was also

. ' i
* James Usher, Archbishop of Armagh, was born in the year
1580, and died in 1655. He wasa profound scholar, Fall of much
remote and extensive erudition, and so generally known gs such
in Europe, that the University of Leyden entreated him to accept
the place of an honorary professor, and Cardinal Richclieu endea~
voured, by high offers, to engage him to settle in France.! His
* waorks are,—A Treatise on the Ancient Religion of Treland ; A
Chronological History of the World ; 4 Collection of the Epistles
of St Ignatius, Barnabas, and Polycarp; Antiquitates Ecclesis

arum Britannicarum ; and Syntagma de Editione LXX Inter-
pretum.
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learned in the history and antiquities of his
native country, and zealous to ennoble it, by
including, in its earlier literary annals, as many
illustrious names, and enrolling, in its sacred
calendar, jas. many;%cﬂ:ﬁ,sh_saints as, possible.
Now it happened, that these two authors, in
their -literary expeditions:for the purpose of
collecting materials for their annals of the fifth
century, chanced unfortunately to stumble.
upon the body of an-old saint, of the name of
Godelbertus. - Dempster immediately recog-
nises"him, as a countryman, and claims him for
a.Seottish saint, , Usher as stoutly denies the
fact, and utterly unable to prove him to have,

Ve

delbertus was at least an Anglo-Saxon saint;
and, in the bitterness of his heart, fulminates
.against Dempster the following passage i—
“ Namquod in Sanctorum Catalogum Demps-
terus eum refert, et (quod Cottam fortasse le-
gisset, neque indisertum Academicum pertimu-
isse, nec sine ista Philosophia Rhetorem quam-
“vis eloquentem) inter Rhetores disertissimos, at-
que Philosophos Platonice secte subtilissimos
eundem connumerat ; commenti genus est illi
homini non minus familiare, quam librorum
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qui nunquam scripti sunt ex ipsius otioso de-
prompta cerebro recensio.”®

It is here to be particularly remarked, that
not only does .this accusation of forgery;
brought against Dempster, relate solely,'as
we see in this passage from Usher, to the dis.
putes regarding the calendar of Scottish saints,
and the early literary history of that country,
in the fifth centuiry, but that two of the other
authors cited by Baillet, Nicolas Antonio, and
Father Labbé, in the Bibliotheca,} do hothing
more than repeat the tale of Usher, adducing
no other-examples of forgery from theif own
authority, but simply mentioning the nanié,
.ard re-echoing the philippic .of the Irish
-primate. Now, really, when we consider
Ahat-Usher himself has been arraigned, and
that by an author of high authority, the
learned and intelligent Goodall, of literary
crimes very similar to his own charges against
,Dempster, and that, when descanting on the
same subjects of - national antiquities, and
fighting his way through the same disputed
ground, he has been remarkable neither for

# Britan. Eccles. Antiquitates, cap. 13, fol, ed. 1687, p. 248.
+ In Prefat. Biblioth. Hisp. Vet. p. 29.
1 Biblioth. Bibl. p. 336. Lipsie, 1682.



LYFE OF CRICHTON. o7

candour or integrity, in employing every pos-
sible mode of carrying his point,. the -accu-
sation prooeeding from such a.quarter, and
regarding ‘such a subject, . really .diminishes
into comparative insignificance. No one will
deny that Deémpster, in the earlier annals
of his Scottish Ecclesiastical History, mis-
led by that enthusiasm which -enables an
“antiquary to see every fact, and to reason
on every circumstance, in the light most con-
venient to his own theory, has given a very
unpardonable licence to his invention. He
has; in this, been guilty of the same crime.as
Hector Boece, Buchanan, Usher, Innes, and
many others, who have embraced, in woiks
otherwise valuable, the more ancient annals
of their country.* But does any one,—and
here we come to the point,—does any one,

* Tn Chalmers’s laborious and valuable Account of the Pictish
Yetiod, the flights of imagination, in which some of our early
historians have indulged, are described in very strong eolowrs.
It is apparent, says he, at the conclusion of one of his notes,
(Caledonia, vol. 1. p. 104,) that Boece, Bellenden, Buchanan,
smd other fablers, have confounded the Pictish Elpen, who fell
in A.D. 730, at Bas Elpin, in Forfarshire, with the Scoto-Irish
Elpin, who fell, more than a century afterwards, at Laicht-Al-
Pive, in Ayrshire.

G
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for this reason; reject the testimony. of “such
historians, as to events passing within the pale.
of the history of their own times, confirmed
by autheritic evidence, and guaranteed by their
own testimony, and that of their contempo-
raries? Do we question the veracity of Bu-"
chanan, ' when he relates any, precise-event
which has either passed in his own memory,
or has been recorded in the sober pages of
authentic history, because we could show
that he has invented, or at least inserted, the
names of Scottish kings, who never ruled over
any thing but his-own brain? Why then is
Dempster’s narrative respecting eyents which
are not only within the limits of modern his-
tory, but, which is infinitely stronger, must
‘have been in the recollection of himself, ‘and
lnany of his contemporaries, to be arraigned
as mcredlble, and his character as a writer, on
‘subjects embracing the literature of his own
times, declared infamous, because he has en-
deavoured to prove that old Godelbert was a
Scottish saint ; because, with regard to these
delicate points of national antiquities, he has
been accused of manufacturing authorities by
one who has himself been suspected of sup-
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pressing, garbling, and concealing them;
and betause some other authors, without con;
descending upon any proofs of their own,
have thought proper to copy the features, and
accelerate the eirculation. of this tale of lite-
‘rar§ animosity ? I

Now, it is, a natural question here, in the
course of our argument, .and one necessary
for the full and entire yindieation of Demp-
ster,t to inquire, ‘what- is his literary charac-
ter, in the opinion, not-of inflamed and an-
gry antiquarians, who abuse him because he

[ IR 4
. T renie rul ™
1 * Goodall's Introduction to History of Scotland, cap. V.

+ A life of Dempster, embracing annals of the contempor:
-literature of the times, would be an interesting subject for bio-
graphy. | His father was Thomas Dempster, Baron of Muresk.
, His mother, Jane Leslie, was eldest daughter to William Les-
'lie, Baron of Balquhane,* He was born iri 1579, and, leaving
his native country, when 2 boy of eleven years of age, pursued
his studics at Cambridge, Bologna, and at Paris. He afterwards
went to Flanders, and studied at the Scots Collegd of Louvaine,
from which ke was sent to Rome, by William Crichton,t a Je-
suit, Principal of the College of Louvaine. He calls himsclf'Tho-
mas Dempster De Muresk, and boasts, as we have formerly seen,
of the nobility of his fumily. In an Epistle addressed to Jumes
the First, and prefixed to the edition of his Roman Antiquities,
he dignifies his father by a variety of high. sounding titlos,—

« Patre Barong Muresci, Achterlesi, Chislemonti, Bamfie vero
ac Buchanje prorege seu Irenarca ; Matre veto Baronissa Balco~

(:7;1'.“““ L A | COP- LX! Histor. Ecclesiast. Gentis Scot. p,

4 Ses Black's Life of Tasso, vol. IT. p. 434.
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may have counteracted their own - particular
views ;. but .of impartial and learned men,

nie a¢ Aberdonii Principi.” His master was the celebratell Jus-
tas Lipsius, undet whose care he appears to have mhade eé re-
markable a progress in his studies, that, at the age of sixteen, he
taught publicly at Tournay. He was appointed a doctor of jus
risprudence ih the University of Paris, in which he afterwands
suceceded to thephan' held by David Smclmr who was one of
the professors there.*’ He left this Umversnty to visit' his na.
tive country, to‘which he was invited by desire of his sovereign,
then King gf England,, It i eaid, that the object of James the
First was to engage Dempster in'some historical work, perhap&
that which he afterwards published under the title of  Historia
Ecclesiastica Gentis Scotorum.” He soon, however, returned to
the continent, and having acquired great literary reputation in
Italy, was, in the year 1596, promoted by the pope, on the e«
commendation of the Cardinal Bonsius, to a professor’s chtur in
the cclebrated Academy of Pisa. He here delivered lectures on
Junsprudenee, and planned and execnted his curious and learn=
ed.work, * De Etruria Regali ;” hnvxng first undertaken a jour~
,ney to his native country, ﬁ'om which, it is said, he brought
many curious books, for his information and assistance in this li-
terary undertaking. In 1597, he returned to Pisa, where he was
occupied for two years in his work on Tuscany. In 1599, he em-
braced the resolution of leaving, for what reason does not appear,
the University of Pisa. He first, however, presented his work,
ff De Etruria Regali,” to the Grand Duke of Tuscany, in a short
epistley which was not prefixed to the work, but is preserved in
the manuscripts of Camillo Guidi of Volaterra.®
Dempeter now set out for Bologna, after having, for three
years, delivered lectures on the Pandects at Pisa. The fame
wlnch he had acquired, caused him to be recelved with the

" A o
v T 1

 In Sir R. Sibbald’s MS. entitled, Historia Literaria Gentis Scoto.
P t’p‘ 31, we ﬁnd Da\nd Sinclair denominated Lothianus, Matheseon,
rofeseor

+ See Coke meatlo ad Lib. Etrur. Regalis.
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“who Yjudge calmly upon his merits, ahd are
animated by no interest impelling them either
ta_censure or to praise. Vossius has_charac-
terized Dempster as a learned. Scotsman, to
Whom the cause of letters is under high obhga-
tions ; “eruditus Seotus, benegue de lzterw meri-
tus”? Felix Ossius, in his Commentaries upon
the Historia Augusta Henrici VII. of Mus-
satus, although he takes occasion to quest.ron
4 particular opinion ‘of Dempster’s, 'yet, 5o far

highest honours'in that University ; and hie was immediately,
with the eoncurrence andapprobation of all whowere interested in
fts prosperity, elccted to'the thair of Humianity snd Belles Lettrbs,

Hetaughtat Bologna with the happiest suecess, both in reputation
and profit, for seventeen years, and died there, on the 9th of Sep.
tember,'1615." Thave taken the particulars of thig short sketch
of Dempster from the prefuce to the splendid edition of his
three first 'books, * De Etruria Regali,” published at Florenee,
in 1723, by Thomas Coke. Both the dédication to Cosmo, the
third Grand Duke of Etruria, and thé preface, aré ably written.

The character of this singularly learned,’ snd laborious writer,

has dlready been givert in another part of this Essay. 'Tt hag been
very justly estimated in the following passage from & MS. work
of Sir R. Sibbald, which is eutitled, * De Historicis Scotis et Po-
liticts, "< 'The famous Thomas Dempster, Doctor of the Law,
his too great affection for his tountry, with his bilious and
haughty humour, biassed him too much, and drews him to
many scrapes, by relying on conjecture, rathér thon- ¢ertainty ;
yet, by collating of our Scotch suthors, I found him ‘esacter
than at first I thought him, especially in the authors of his own
time,”

*' De Vit. Serm, Book 1. eap. 10,

213468
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from 1m1tatmg the example of Usher, pro-
nounces him, at the very time when he enters
his dissent, to be a man of extensive 'knoW-‘
ledge, and profound erudition. * Néquie enim
kic. assentwr Dempstero, recomhtw alzoqu/ml
doca.‘rnm'1 et multzplzczs erudztwms viro” "i
‘might add, in corroboration of these testlmO-
nies to_the character of Dempster, the opl-
nion of Dilherius, in his Academical Dlspu-
tatlons, and of Barthlus, in his Adverbaria':}
but“lt is unnecessary, smce “sufficient pralse'
h:;s élready })een glven, to defeat' or, at least,
whollv neutrahze, the ¢ censure of Usher!”
The accusatlon of forgery, therefore, as, far

{ f' . h. |
as that accusation can be appilcable to our

argument, rests on no good autilonty The'
long and formidable-catalogue of names, from
which it appeared to come, contracts, upon
examination, into a very small compass, and
seems to rest chiefly 6n' the authority of an

author,® who, although highly respectable on

* In the * Bibliotheca Hispana Vetus,” Preface, p. 29, is to be
found the passage from Nicolaus Antonius. It is as follows iw=-
« Habent similiter et Angli, virorum literis illustrium su# na.
tionis laudasewes, Joannem Balaeum, Joannem Lelandium juni-
orem, Jognnem Pitseum ; Scoti, Thomam Dempsterum, cui ta«

9
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other points, is himself, upon such sunjects as
involve early national anthumes. ‘of suspi-
cious veracity ; and even, if thoroughly esta-‘
bhshed it does not throw discredit upon'
Dempsters account of the literature of his’
own age, the only subJect with which we are
mterested because it embraces the narratlve
of the Life of Crichton.

Itisalsoacircu mstancewell worthy of notlce,
in welghmg the credit due to this narratlve,
that Dempsber, on one point, has, with great
vmllence, attacked Crichtori. He has accu-
sed him, as,we have ceen, of falsely affirming
that he was connected with the royal family
of Scotland and mhculed him for so vain,an
aesumpt}on of eminence. Cr ichton was here

men multe aliss lectionis viro, Jacobus Userius, Hibernise ap-
pellatua Primas, historie rerum antiquarum peritissimus, libro-
rum qui nusquam scripti sunt, ex ¢jus otioso depromptomm ce-
rebro, recentionem nnputare non dubitavit; quocum inre, Plnhp-
pus Labbeus consentit, in Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum.”, Such is
all concerning Dempster in Nic. Antonius. The passn.ge from
Sandius is to be found in his “ Note in Vossium,” page 175.
He adduces no proofs against Usher ; but, accusing another au-
thor of interpolating some old inscriptions with his own inven-
tions, be adds, ** Simili studio Dempsterus, quemvis virumn dl-
lustrem Scotum fuisse vellet ; in suam rem violenter abrepto quio-

vis teéstimonio, Jicet ¥ix wmbram veritatis sapiat.”
. Al
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arrogating to himself norideal, hononrs;; and
Dempster was himself, in the wrong! but
this, at least, proves, that, in, the narrative
which he.has given, he was not animated by
that spirit of indiscriminate eulogy whichis
ascnbed. to Aldus 3. but that, on the‘contraryx
he was as ready, to condemn.. themeaknesseﬂ:
as to appreciate' the talents,yof his, lgamed
countryman: We are, from, all this, entitled
to conclude, that the account, which has been
given by Dempster, is entitled to full bredlt;
and that, detenmmng, as we must, our opinion
of it, as a piece of evidence,; by the.rulesof
reason and analogy which we follow on.simi-
lar occasions. we are not at’liberty tor rejeét
it. |

‘:[We, have only to remark, therefore, that if
corroborates, in the strongest and most satis!
factory manner, in all material points,. the
evidence of Mr Hibbert’s Italian Meémoir, thé
MS. of the Abbe Morelli, the Dedicatior of
Aldus, the Memoir of Imperialis, and the
paragraph from .Astolphi, 88 to Crichton’s
early yisit to France and Italy, his astonish-
m;g and versatile talents,- the public proofs
which hie gave of his phﬂosophlc and hterary
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proweds, and his sudden and lamentable death
by the hand of thé younger Gonzaga. I-ie
mentions, also, that Crichton’s most intimaté
friends were, Lorenzo Massa, at tbatltlme
sectetary to the Venetian State, Aldus Manu!
tinsy’ and Bperone Speroni. 'We have al-
ready'seen'the cohfirmation of Crichton’s in!
fimacy' with’ Massa, from the Dedicationl of
Aldus to that eminent Italiai], in whwf) tﬁe
samé fhct is’ dwelt ‘upon,’ and Massa congra-
tulated bn his friendship with ® that youth of
diving genius, James Crichton” " Aldus' M&-
Tutids is alio slready krowit to us.! The' last
i1 this'eminernit striimv¥iraté, which inchided
the friends of Crichton, is Sperone Speromi,
professor of philosophy in the Umvers1t of
Padud, and at this'time bné of the mdst cele-
brated authors in the literary history of Italy's
reinarkable for the eloquence of his publie
lettures, his extensive knowledge in theology,
and his proféund. acquaintance with the’ at}- ’
cient languages.

»1“ We have already,” ‘says a historian of
those times,* © spoken of thosé who were ce-

' * Bernardus Scardeomus, in his Annals of the History of
. Padua.
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lebrated in their own day, and have exchan.-
ged life for death ; -let us now turn to those
living authors who are the glory of our coun-
try. Sperone Speroni is still alive,  and
known to the whole of Italy by his brilliant
acquirements ;, an excellent philosopher,| a
scholar of consummate erudition, both in the
civil law, and in every branch of knowledge,
and endowed with such a power and elo-
quence in public speaking, more espegially
in- our own Italian tongue, that if, at jany
time, he happens to be delivering.his.opi-
nion, in the senate, on the affairs of our re:
public, from that moment we see the courts
of justice deserted, and the discussions of oux
lawyers forgotten, that every one may be, en;
abled to listen, so long as he continues to ad-
dress them. He is, indeed, possessed of a
most prompt invention, a sound judgment,
wonderful memory, a grave, copious, and
gentle manner of delivery ; and bis sentences
are, at the same time, so clear in their mean-
ing, and so elegant in their construction,
(which I regard as one of the chief merits in
public speaking,) that it is impossible to say,
whether he finds most ease in the ornamental,
the argumentative, or the persuasive parts ol
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his discourse. He has published « Dialogues,”
written in the Italian language, a most learn-,
ed work ; also, a Pragedy, calléd Aolus; and
a volume 'of eleégant: Epistles to his Friends,
‘written in‘Italian. We daily are looking for
still greater productions from his pen.”

Such is the character of Speroni, the friend
of Crichton.” I will only add, that he was a:
mah of a 'sevére and eritical disposition, fasti-
diotis in his judgment, and slow in his praise ;*
and T Yould ‘ask, if such & shallow and ‘con-
temptible dabbler in literature, as Crichton is
represented to be, would have been likely.to
have commanded the admiration, and secured
thé friendship, of a scholar of this descrlptlo'h
of character ?¢

1t has been asserted by Dr Black, that Crich:

ton was a person with whom no man of talents
o eminence in those days would condescend to
engtge in disputation.t And this remark was

* Life of Tasso, Vol. I. p. 12.

4 De Thou, in his History, Riccoboni, in his Annals of the
University of Padua, Erythreus, in his Pinacothecs, and Teis-
sier, in his Eloges, have all enlarged, in the highest terms of
praise, upon the accornplishments of Speroni. “

% ¢« To conclude this ungracious topic,” says Dr Black, in
summing up the evidence on Crichton, * it appears probable
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probably chiefly founded' upén the duthority
of Dr.Kippis, who, after admlttmg tthat T
perialis records the contest in Which Crichten
encountered the celebrated philosépher Aréan-
‘gelus Mercenarius, ironically exclaims,'who
ever heard of the famous philosopher ‘Arcaiige-
lus Mercenarius? It is very possible that Mér-
cenarius might have been a man of eminenge
in the scientific acquirements of the age,énd
yet that Kippis, tinless he had: chosefinito
'employ that ordinary research inte: the lite-
‘tary history of those remote times, without
which, it was presumptuous ;in hin}. $é-at-
tempt to decide on the character of Crichton,
‘sright never have heard of -everi his hame.
:'This was, accordingly, thé case. The drgu-
ment owes its birth to the ignorance of Kip-
Pis, not to the obscurity of Mercenarius; for
he was 8 professor, who filled one of the high-
"est chairs, in one of the most learned Univer-
sities, at that time in Europe,—the Univer-
sity of Padua; and this incidental circum-

T ™
that Crichton was, in Italy, considered as one of those literary
mountebanks who were numerous in that age, and with whom
no man of talents and reputation condescended to enter thearena.”
Appendix to Life of Taseo, No. XXV. vol. IL p. #44 ' '
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$tance, it may be observed, confirms the ac-
count, of, Crichton’s remarkable’ appearances
dn, thig 2ity, The title of Philosophia Extra-
.ordinuriaj was giyen to the class taught by
«Mercenarius » and )it was in this that the
.more,advanced students became instructed in
-thes highert, branches of philosophy. Afecan-
gelus suceeeded, in, 1567, to, Francis Piccolo-
Imini,;and had, for his colleague and. assistant,
cthe celebrated Count -James Zabarella, . to
-swhose) talents in_philosophy, both: Morhoff
1and) Vossiusi have paid. distinguished. testi-
-fpony.%; jAntonio ( Riccoboni, ; whose.|name
has ‘already occurred in! jthis Essay, has writ-
ten, the Annals ‘of the University of Pddua;
and, in"this work, which is extremely ci-
.gions, as it presents’an! interesting sketch of
1 the state of literature and philosophy in Italy
Aluring the 16th century, and of the internal
,pfganiz_ation of the Italian Universities of
that period, .there is to be found an account

® & Jacobus Zabarella Patavinus, nemini ignotus auctor, de
quo prolixe verba facere opus non est. Scripsit in logicis et
physicis de anima multa. Omnibus celebrata Peripatetjcig.”—
Vol. 1L b.d. ¢. 14 § 63. Morhoffij Pelyhist. Litgry .
\ - Zabarella was particularly famous for his Commentarics upon
the Analytics of Aristotles Sec Bayle, Arf. Zajarella.
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of the philosophical and literary labours of
Mercenarius.*.

It is evident, therefore, that this Arcangelus
Mercenarius, although forgotten in cur mo;
dern days, and, perhaps, justly forgotten, be!
cause he has fallen with that erroneous system
which he taught, was still; in the knowledge
of the scholastic philosophy, a person of no
or din’ary eminence ; and, in the opinion of his
cOuntlymen, entitled to fill one of the hlghest
chairs in the most: eclebrated. Umversxty in
Ttaly. The assertion, then, of Dr. Black,
that Crichton was a person_with whom_no
man of talents and reputation would conde-
scénd to enter the arena, is completely dis-
proved by the acknowledged fact, that the
Person who did enter the arena with him
was the philosopher Arcangelus Mercena-
rius.} '

The attacks of Dr Kippis and Dr Black
have been chiefly, indeed almost entirely,

* See Notes and Illustrations, letter N.

4 The following passage in the Life of the celebrated Jamcs
Mazzoni, written by the Abbe Serassi, a work already quoted,
will throw additional Jight on the celebrity of Arcangelus Mer-
cenarius. Vifa del BlazzoNy, p. 7.— Quale stima poi avesse
concepita il Pendasio medesimo, dell'ingegno, della penetrazione,
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directed 'against the evidence of Aldus, Im-
perialis, and Dempster. The accounts of
these authors, las they were the most ancient,
(until. the recent discovery of the.  Italian
Memoir, in.‘the work of Castiglione,) some
of -thenr written during the life, and the rest
at no very distant period from the death of
Crichton, formed, in some measure, the cor-
ner-stones ‘of hiscelebrity. ; I trust I have’
‘succeeded in shewing, that the attempts of the
author of the Biographia Britannica, as well as
thosél of the learned biographer of Tasso, to

e della dotrina di questo suo discepolo, ben si vide dalla scelts,
eh’ei fece di lui, tra tanto numero di scolari, per rispondere ac'al-
cumi scritti, publicati contro certe sue opinioni, da Arcangelo
Mercenari, altro illustre professore di fllosophia in quello. Nel
che il Mazzoni per commune quidizio, riusci tanto felicimente
che il Mercenari dopo molto aggirarsi s'avvide ch’ogni difesa era
vana, e dovette percio ddrsi alla fine per vinto. E questa vifto-
ria fu tanto piu gloriosa pel nostro Mazzoni quanto ch’egli non
thbe & farre con un debole o poco agguerrito avversario, ma con.
un sotile ¢ consumatissimo filosofo, qual si fu veramente il
Mervenari, comme &i puo eomprendre dall’opere, che di luisi
vezzono in istampa. 6 non meno dall enfatico elogio, che si tro-
va di questo celebre professore presso Pietro Bucci nella terza
delle sue Giornate. ove. ¢ chiamato. * Filosofo dottissimo oraate
di maravigliosa acutezza dingegno, prontissimo, e nelle scicnxe
molto fondato, e nella materia del disputare cosi erguto, pronto,
guidizioso, ed, intendente, che pochissimi pari yitrova, e superior
nessuno.””’
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overturn the evidence of these writers, have
been in no degree successful ; and that the
accusations regarding the literary encomiums
of Aldus, the fustian of Imperialis, and the’
forgeries of Dempster, however plausible
they may appear, if brought forward in ge-
neral and superficial terms, when they come
to be fairly met, and critically examined, are
found equally destitute of truth and replity.
. Indéed, there is something so ‘repulsive
and unnatural in the suppositions of the
learned biographer of Tasso, that they may
be said, in this light, to carry their confuta-
tion in their own bosom. ~Let us examine
them for a moment. 'We have before us, as
the subject of discussion;.the eldest son of
the Lord Advocate of Scotland, and the ne-
phew of the Bishop of Dunkeld, and the
Lord Privy Seal. Descended, on both sides
of his house, from the royal family,—his fa-
ther the intimate fiiend of his sovereign, and
of the principal men of his time,—his mas-
ters the most eminent scholars in Scotland,—
and he himself giving promise, by the display
of talents of the most uncommon brilliancy,
—Dby his excellence in all the chivalrous ex-
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ercises of the age,—by the gracefulness of his
manners, and the noble and dignified beatity
of his person, of becoming an honour, not
only to his family, but to his country. This -
. yéung man is found in Italy, and the Italian
authors have given the most enthusiastic de-’
scriptions of hisvuniversal accomplishments.
The.hypothesis of Dr Black insists, that he.
‘was'a superficial and needy adventurer, who
was ’co'm‘p‘elled to act the part of a literary
mountebank iﬁ_fgx;g‘igr_lgbun_t;i_gs,‘and to gain, .
by such exhibitions, & precarious and miser-
able subsistence. 'We contend, on the other!
hand, that Crichton was sent ‘(in the same
manner as were most of the noble youths of
his age,) to France'and Italy, for the accom-
plishment of his edncation, and to enjoy the
advantages of foreign travel ; that, according.
to the common and established practice of the
times, he disputed in the public schools and
academies of these countries ; and that, in
these disputations, he acquired that high re-
putation which has come down to our times:
Let any unprejudiced person determine which
of these hypotheses is the more likely to be
" true. Which, again, is the more natural sup-
H
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position of the two,—that a young man, who
was honoured by the intimate friendship of
- some of the most eminent men in Italy, both
in respect of talents and birth, and high and
dignified station,—whose great powers, and
unexampled acquirements are commiemorated
l_)y foreigners, who had not even the induce-
ment of his being a countryman of their own;
to tempt them to exaggerate, should turn out,
nevertheless, according to Dr Black, a very
common and inferior kind of person, a spe-
cies of needy empiric in science and philoso-
phy, who possessed a smattering of languages,
and with whom no man of talents would con-
descend to enter the lists ? or, should, not ra- .
ther be, according to the judgment of one who
bad seen him and known him, a person of
great genius, and uncommon attainments,—
a youth, who, in the midst of that constella-
tion of eminent scholars, and laborious and
learned authors, who, in every department of
classical literature, then adorned their native
Italy, exhibited an extent of knowledge which
attracted universal admiration, and which,
when united to high birth, to excellence in
all the martial accomplishments of the age,
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and to exceeding beauty and gracefulness of
person, caused him to be regarded as a model
of physical and moral excellence, and a kind
of prodigy amongst men ?

It is, therefore, quite impossible to reconcﬂe
the character of Crichton, as a literary impos-
tor and adventurer, (the level to which Baillet,
Kippis, and Dr Black have endeavoured to re-
duce it,) with the high and enthusiastic eulo-
gies of the writer of the biographical Pro-
gramma, preserved in the works of Castigli-
one, of the MS. of Morelli, of the accounts of
Aldus, Imperialis, and Astoli. Were this
his real character,—were this the poor and
contemptible station which he filled in tlie
eye of the world,—what possible inducement
had Aldus to praise him? What end did it
serve, to lavish his incense of false adulation
upon a being so much beneath his notice,
and whose name, when affixed to his magni-
ficent edition of Cicero, must have attracted
ridicule, rather than insured respect? The
same argument applies with equal force to
the accounts given by Imperialis and Astolfi;
and with still greater force to the friend-
ship between Crichton and Lorenzo Massa,
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as well as to his intimacy win pperone ope-
roni. : ' ‘
We shall have occasion, in the third part
of this argument, to consider the state of
literature and philosophy in Italy atthe re-
vival of letters, which was the period of
Crichton’s appearance,-in comparison with
its present condition ; and the object, in do-
ing so, will be to shew, that if, in esfimating
the remarkable powers of Crichton, as we
find them described in contemporary writers,
we allow our minds to be influenced by ideas
borrowed from the present state of modern
science and modern literature, we are inevita-
hly conducted to an erroneous conclusion.
And this fallacious mode of reasoning, in-
deed,. will, perhaps, be found to lie at the
root of all the modern scepticism as to the
character and endowments of Crichton. But
there is still one question which ought to
be put, and that in the strongest manner, to
those who insist that Crichton was a literary
jmpostor.—Why, when it is well known,
that, owing to the wide diffusion of classical
literature, the .general study of the ancient
_systems, combined with the scholastic phi-
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losophy, the very high eminencé to which
the speaking and writing the Greek and
Latin languages had been carried; and
next, owing to the numerous candidates
for literary and scientific honours, the attain-
‘ment of these honours in Italy, during the
sixteenth century, was in no respect an’easy
contest ;—why, when in this contest an
Italian public were the judges, Italian scho-
lars his competitors, and Italian writers his
biographers, has Crichton, a Scotchman, and
a stranger, been, by contemporary writers,
universally allowed to have carried off the
palm? If he was not different from the
many other adventurers in science and in 1~
terature, who, it is well known, then swarm-
ed in Italy, why has his name come down to
us, and theirs been forgotten ? Why, when
the tide .of time has wafted Crichton, with
all his youthful honours, down to the present
day, has it swept them into forgetfulness? Is
it not the only natural explanation, that his
was the celebrity founded upon true genius ;'
theirs the eminence which hardly outlives its
exhibition; his the steady ray of talent;
theirs the evanescent gleam of empiricism.
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The consideration of the remaining testi-
monies to the celebrity of Crichton, cannot
detain us long. The most important are
those of John Johnston, Abernethy, Bu-
chanan, and Leitch ; the first of which, alone,
was known to the modern biographers of
Crichton,—Black and Kippis; and, as they
have found nothing to be said against it, no-
thing need be here added in its support ; for,
in every literary controversy, the absence of
censure may be considered as the admission
of authenticity, It corroborates, as we have
already seen, the exact circumstances of the
death-of Crichton, as narrated by Aldus and
Imperialis, and marks them to have happened
. in the year 1581.* It relates, in a few short,
but expressive lines, the eminent and univer-
sal talents of Crichton, Musarum pariter et
Martis alumnus, the admiration caused by his
appearance in Italy, and the general horror for
his untimely death. This short poem of John-
ston forms the connecting link between those
writers who flourished in the lifetime of Crich-

e st

"
* It moust be admitted, that there is here an inaccuracy in
Johnston, in dating Crichton’s death in 1581, instead of 158%.
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ton, and have left testimonies régarding him
founded on their own personal knowledge;
and those Iater writers who have transmitted
the accounts of his uncommon abilities, .but,
from their having lived after his death, could
not have personally witnessed their exhibi-
tion. But the account of Johnston deserves
particular notice, from this circu mstance, that
it was written not many years after the death
of Crichton by one who, both on the conti-
nent and in. Scotland, might, without any
overstrained supposition, be understood to
have received his information from those who
had been personally acquainted with his cha-
racter and talents.* ] 5
When we are examining the testimony of
Johnston, and passing from it to the autho-
rity of :later writers, there is one remark,

* Johnston was educated at the University of St Andrews,
and afterwards travelled through Germany and France. He was
abroad in the 158%. 'We find him at Heidelberg, fn the 1590,
and it is probable he returned to Scotland some time about the
1595, e died in the 1612. At what time the Heroes Scoti
was written, is not certain. It was first printed at Leyden,
in 1603; but the Dedicition is dated in the 1601, which is
eighteen years after the death of Crichton. It might, however,
have been composed at even gn earlier period,
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which, in the progress of the argument, is .
not unimportant. In the accounts given of
any eminent man, by contemporary authors,
more especially, if these authors have been his
friends, there may be some suspicion of error,
‘not only from the partiality of individual
frigndship, but, still more, from the natural
effects ‘of fashion, if he has been, like Crich-
ton, a very popular character, and the dispo;
sition to fall in with the tone of public opin-
ion. We all naturally applaud what it is
the fashion of . the day to admire ;,and when
= man has once' become eminently popular,
we cannot, perhaps, look to his contempo-
raries for an altogether sober.and unpartlal :
Judgment upon his merits. The fervour of
public opinion, and public prejudice,: must
be allowed to subside; and. we inyariably
find, that, after this interval, the uninfluen.
ced voice of truth has fixed the real character:
of most men,~has admitted to deserved ce..
lebrity those who have been truly eminent,
. and discarded those whose characters have
borrowed their ephemeral brilliancy from the
varying opinion of the day. Now, this re-
mark is peculiarly applicable to the instance
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of Crichton; and what I here wish to -insist
upon is, that the accounts of his uncommon
- eminence have been not only transmitted by
his contemporaries, but have been repeated
in as positive terms, by authors who have liv-
ed in the sober interval which separates the
violence of popular applause, from the calm-
ness of unprejudiced judgment. This is the
‘case with the above testimony of Johnston ;
and the same remark applies, with equal force,
to the evidence of Abernethy, of Buchanan,
and of Leitch.

On these authors, the partiality of triend-*
ship could have no effect, for they did not
know Crichton. His uncommon popularity,
occasioned by the elegance and courtesy of
his manners,—the beauty of his person,—the
skill and courage he evinced in all the feats
of arms,—his exceéllence in the gallant amuset
ments of the age, and these qualities rendered
doubly striking by his melancholy death j—
we say, all this could have had little or no in-’
fluence on the opinion of later writers, because
they neither witnessed the exhibition of these
uncommon powers, nor lived surrounded by
the rapturous admiration which they appear
to have excited. These writers were calm
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and unprejudiced judges, and they transmit-
ted the sober opinion of Italy and of Scotland,
regarding this remarkable person, after the
regret which accompanied his death must
have diminished, and the high ebullition of
popular applause, occasioned by the sudden
display of his talents, must have subsided.
Yet their opinion is expressed in terms as
strong and flattering as that of any of the
contemporary witnesses of his celebrity. And’
this, we do contend, is a very strongargu-
ment in favour of the real eminence of Crich-
ton.

Of these authors, the next in order to

Jehnston is Abernethy, who was a member
of the University of Montpelier. This au-
thor, in a poetical work, entitled, Musa Cam-

pestris, published twenty-six years after the
death of Crichton, has, in an elegiac poem,
which is introduced by a short and compre-
hensive character in prose, deplored the death,
and’ commemorated the uncommon abilities
of Crichton. Thedntroductory dedication to
this poem is as follows":—* Sacred to the me-
mory of James Crichton of Cluny, a youth
of incomparable talents, celehrated not only
for his genius, and that uncommon memory
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which knew not what it was to forget, and
embraced the whole range of literature, but
.for his eminence in all the feats of arms, both
equestrian and gladiatorial ; and who, after
having, in these exercises, -astonished the
whole of Italy, was, to the grief and horror
of that country, most unworthily slain by
' Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua, his own pupil”.*
The verses 'of Abernethy are valuable, not
from any poetical merit, for they are poor
enough ; (and, indeed, the train of thought,
as well as the turn' of expression, have been

* In the Hist. Eccles. Scotiee of Dempster, we find ghe fole

lowing short biographical sketch of Abernethy:— Adamgia
+ Abrenetheus, Edinburgensis, Grecé Latineque, ad invidiam sui

seculi, doctus, philosophicis juxta, ac humanioribus literis cu-
mulaté instructus, magna ingenii claritudine, sed infelici sorte,
philosophiam est professus Nemausi Arecomicorum, in Volcis,
socius etiam meorum inibi laborum, et comes candidus cujuse
cunque fortune. Exinde Lyceo Monspelii prepositus Doctorali
in medicina Laurea donatus. Ejus hec ad manus meas venc-
runt,
' Triumphus Britannire‘, versu et prosa, Lib. I.

Musa Campestris, Lib. I.

Thymiamata Musarum, Lib. I.

Psychologia Medica, et Philosophica, Lib. I.

Seria Mixta Jocis Parisiis, Lib. 1.

Deambulatio Metaphysica Lugdunt, Lib. I.
" Stirpis Barboniz Felicitas, Lib. I.

Vivit adhuc, et plura molitur. Utinam sinceré fidei orthodoxe
cultor,”
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shown, by the learned biographer of Bucha--
nan,* to have been borrowed from the classic
stores of Buchanan and Fracostoro;) but be-
cause they contain a decided proof of the
murder of Crichton, by the Duke of Mantua,
a fact, the truth of which has been question-
ed by Dr Black.

“ Tuque, licet princeps, peperit quem Mantua clara,
Gonzaga infeliz ! tua quam lemeraria dextra !

Heu decus Aonidum fixisti vulnere fedo,
Doctoremque tuce, formatoremque juvente !I"

“ And thou, Gonzaga, to whom illustrious
Mantua has given birth, unhappy even
thnugh a prince, with what a darings hand
hast thou slain the glory of the muses,2-the
‘master of thy studles,—-and the guide of thy
youth I}

.Another very interesting account of Crich-:
ton, is a Biographical Sketch, written by Da-
vid Buchanan, in the year 1625, forty-two
years after his death. It contains a concise,
but animated description, of his short and
brilliant career ; and the terms in which this

s Trving’s Life of Buchanan, Appendix, page 400.
+ See the original poem, Appendix, No. XII.
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author paints the uncommion precocity of his
talents, the facility with which he acquired
every distinct and different species of know-
ledge, and the astonishment which his ap-
pearance created amongst the learned men of
his age, are, in every respect, as strong and
ardent as the Dedication of his friend and
contemporary, Aldus. « Nullum peculiare
studium est secutus ; sed, quasi per omnia vaga-
tus, uti erat juvenis multiplicis doctrinee et me-
morie, stupendiquesingenii, modo in* politicis
et rhetoricis; modo in philosophicis studiis, et
modo in theologicis se exercuit, ita ut in omni
genere scientiarum doctissimus haberetuz. De-
mum longinquas petit regiones, ut zlluc melio-
res ih studiis progressus fuceret; et tum in
Gallia, Germania, et Italia peregrinaret, inter
omnes viros doctos illius seculi, tanquam mira-
culum doctrine divinitus missum, tum inter
Pontificos, tum inter Protestantes, habitus est.”
“ He confined himself to no particular study,
but ranged alike through all the sciences;
and, as he was a youth of universal erudition,
and stupendous memory and talents, he, at
one time, exercised himself in political, at
another, in rhetorical studies : then, again, he
would devote himself to philosophical, and,
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after these, to-theological subjeéts; and this
with such success, that he was‘accounted
most deeply versant in every kind of science.
At length, he determined to seek foreign
countries, that he might there make still
greater progress in these studies. He travel-
led through France, Germany, and Italy, and
was accounted, even amongst the most learn-
ed, as a miracle of learning, who had been
sent from heaven upon earth; and this opinion
was alike entertained by Catholics and Pro-
testants.”*

In the year 1637, that is, fifty-six years af-
ter the death of Crichton, an oration was pub-
lished by David Leitch, or, according-to his

classic appellation, Leocheeus, Professdr of
Philosophy at Aberdeen, which he entitled,

Philosophia Illacrymans, hoc est querela Phi-
losoplie, et Philosophorum Scotorum, pre-
sertim vero Borealium, oratorie expressa, pub-
lice habita in Auditorio Maximo Collegii Re-
gii Aberdonenis. In speaking of the most

* See Notes and Illustrations, letter R, for the whole of the
Life of David Buchanan. Tt was never printed, but is to be
found in the MS. volume of Lives by this author, preserved in
the Advocates’ Library.
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€minent authors in Scottish literature, he
uses the féllowing remarkable expressibns;
“ In proof of this assertion, passing over other
examples, I may instance that celebrated
triumvirate of Scottish philosophers, the first
- of ,which is the Admirable Crichton, forced
by poverty to be a constant wanderer, yet
who, in philosophic subtilty, stood alone,
and without a rival ; whose memory, whose
fame, whose glory, shall be disseminated not
only through Scotland, which produced, nor
through Italy, which cultivated his genius,
but through the whole inhabitable globe.”
After the consideration of these later testi-
monia from Dempster, Abernethy, Johnstan,
Buchanan, and Leitch,‘I shall not detain the
reader by bringing forward the later, and, for
that reason, more incorrect, and less. interest-
ing accounts of Crichton. It will’ be obser-
ved, that all that we have already. seen is
prior to the extraordinary and amusing nar-
rative of Sir Thomas Urquhart.*

* There is no life of Crichton in Bayle ; but this is supplied
by Moreri, whose life of him is exclusively taken from Aldus
and Imperialis. In a MS. work, entitled, * Hay’s Memoirs,”
Preserved in the Advocates’ Library, and written in the year
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It is difficult to determine what is the pre-
cise weight and notice to be allowed in this
inquiry to the testimony of this strange and
eccentric, but highly amusing writer. If the
account given by Sic Thomas Urquhart were
the only record relating to the exploits of
Crichton which had reached our times, the
course to be followed would have been "plain

1700, we find another biographical sketch of him, which, how-
ever, is copied, nearly verbatim, from Moreri. It concludes with
a copy of the verses of Roncinus, which are subjoined to the Eloge
of Imperialis. The more modern names of Baillet, M‘Ken~
. zie, Pennant, Kippis, the Earl of Buchan, Black, and Irving,
complete the catalogue of those authors, who have either written
the Life, or descanted upon the literary character of Crichton.
"Bajllet’s account is entitled to little notice, because he contents
himself with pronouncing the character and attainments of
Crichton to be suspicious, without aseigning any grounds what-
ever for this opinion. Mackenzie’s Life is & curious compilation ;
but-it is full of errors, and incorrect as to its authorities. Pen-
nant’s Account, which he does not profess to have written, but
only reprinted, from a work published at Aberdeen, is an exact
transcript of Mackenzie, only leaving out the Latin quotations,
and inserting their translation. -Pennant was not aware of this,
for he mekes no mention of Mackenzie. The Earl of Buchan’s
Biographical Memoir was, I believe, never printed, but commu-
nicated to Dr Kippis, and engrossed in his article in the Biogra-
phia Britannica. Dr Samuel Johnson, in the eighty-first Num-
ber of the Adventurer, has given an abridgment of Crichton’s
adventures. Johnson, 85 we are told by his biographer, Sir J.
Hawkins, dictated the whole from memory ; and it is, I think,
very evident, that all his information was taken from Macken-
_xe’s Life.
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and easy ; and this, both because the learned
knight is not himself, upon other subjects,'éf
the most scrupulous veracity; and because,
upon this subject, he has not condescended
to give any authorities in support of his nar-
rative. Were such the case, a single perusal
‘of his extr aordmary biographical sketch would
have induced evefy sober reader to throw it
aside, as an excellent piece of burlesque. But,
conSIderm(r the different circumstances under
which we come to’its perusal, we are not en-
titled to take this decided step. The con-
temporary accounts of other unsuspected au-
thors, coincide with all the material parts of
the story, and give that stamp of truth and
authenticity to the narrative, of which it is
nearly deprived by its own bonibastic pre-
tensions. Accordingly, when we come to
examine and analyze this narrative, and to
uncase the bare facts from the fancy dresses
in which Sir Thomas has equipped them, we
do not find that what he has advanced is, in
itself, either more extraordinary or improba-
ble than the account contained in the Dedi-
cation by Aldus. But it is unfortunate, un-
fortunate at least for the posthumous rcpu-
I



130 LIFE OF CRICHTON.

tation of Crichton, though not for the plea-
sure and amusement of the readers, that Sir
Thomas cannot describe the plainest circum-
stance or event, except in a language most pe-
culiarly his own. "He is, in this way, a sort of
Ancient Pistol in literature. If he wishes, for
instance, to inform us that the rector of the
University of Paris first addressed ‘Crichtony
and that Crichton, in his turn, replied to the
* speech of the rector, * in compliments,” says
he, after §his manner, < ultro citrogue habitis,
. tossed to and again, retorted, contrerisposted,
back-reverted, and now and thén graced with
a quip or a clench for the better relish of the
geur 3 being unwilling, in this kind of strain-
ing courtesie, to yield to one another, they
spent a full half hour and more.” *

It has been already mentioned, that Crich.
ton, for the entertainment of his pupil the
princé, and the court of Mantua, in what
seems to have been a sort of masque or dra-
matic satire, performed himself fourteen dif-
ferent characters in succession ;—a circum-

« Jewel,” p. 66.
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stance,» which, \when we coﬁsider that his
whole acting probably consisted in changing
his dress, and reciting some appropriate lines,
is'neither incredible nor improbable. But let
us listen for'a moment to the:inimitable lan-
guage with which this story isiclothed by Sir
Thomas Urquhart.—« O, with how great
liveliness did he represent the conditionof
all' marner of men ! how naturally did he set
before the eyes of the beholders the rogueries
of all professions; from the over-weening mo-
narch tothe peevish swain, through all the
intermediate dégrees of 'the superficial cour!
tier, lor proud warrior, dissembled churchman,
doting old man, cozening lawyer, lying tra-
veller, covetous merchant, rude seaman, pe-
dantic schelar, amorous shepherd, envious
artizan, vain-glorious master, and tricksy ser-
. vant" He did with such variety display the
several humours of all these sorts of people,
and with so bewitching energy, that he seem-
ed to be the original, they the counterfeit ;
and they the resemblance whereof he was the
prototype. e had all the jeers, squibs, bulls,
_quips, taunts, whims, jests, clenches, gybes,
mokes, jerks, with all the several kinds of
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equivocations, and other sophistical captions,
that could properly be adapted to the person
by whose representation he had intended to
inveigle the company into mirth ; and would
keep, in that miscellany discourse of his,
which was all for the spleen, and nothing for
the gall, such a climacterical and m.ercurially A
digested method, that, when the fancy of the

hearers was tickled with any rare conceit, and
that the jovial blood was moved, he held it
going with another new device upon the
back of the first, and another, yet another,
and another again, ‘succeeding one another,
for the premoval of what is a stirring into a
higgher agitation, till, in the closure of the
luxuriant period, the decumanal wave of the
oddest whimsy of all, enforced the charmed
spirits of the auditory (for.affording room to
his apprehension) suddenly to burst forth in-
to a laughter; which commonly lasted so
long, as he had leisure to withdraw behind
the screen, shift off, with the help of a page,
the suite be had on, apparel himself with an-
other, and return to the stage to act afresh;
for, by that time, their transported dispar-
pled, and sublimated fancies, by the wonder-



LIFE OF CRICHTON, 133

fully operating engines ot his solactous in-
ventions, had, from the height to which the
inward screws, wheels, and pulleys of his wit
had elevated them, descended, by degrees,
into their wonted stations, he was ready for
the personating of another carriage ; whereof;,
to the number of fourteen several kinds, (dur-
ing the five hours’ space, at the duke’s de-
sire, the solicitation of the court, and his own
recreation, he was pleased to histrionize it,)
he shewed himself so natural a representa-
tive, that any would have thought he had
been so many several actors, different in all
things else, save only the stature of the bo-
dy. * *—First, he did present himself with a
crown on his head, a sceptre in his hand, be-
ing clothed with a purple robe, furred with
ermine ; after that, with a mitre on his head,
a crosier in his hand, and accoutred with a
pair of lawn sleeves ; and thereafter, with a
helmet on his head, the visor up, a command-
ing stick in his hand, ang arrayed in a buff
suit, with a scarf about his middle. Then, in
a rich apparel, after the newest fashion, he did
shew himself like another Sejanus, with a pe-
riwig daubed with Cypress posder; in sequel
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gf{ that, he came out with a three-cornered
cap on his head, some parchments in his hand,
and writings hanging at his girdle, like chéin-
cery bills ; and next to that, with a furr ed
gown about him, an ingot of gold in his
Jhand, and a bag full of money at his 'side J
.after all this, he appears agiin clad in a coun-
_try jacket, with a prong in his hand, and &
‘Monmouth-like cap on his head ; then,' ver);
shortly after; with a palmer’s toat on' hind,'d ’
bourdon in his hand, and some few' cockle
shells stuck to his hat, he looked as if he had
come in pilgrimage from St Michael ; imme-
diately after that, he domineers it in o bare
ufilined gowne, with a pair of whlpd in the
one hand, and Corderius in the other ’hnd
m suite thereof he honderspondered it with a
pair of panner-like breeches, a montera caf)
on his head, and a knife in a wooden sheatHh,
dagger-ways, by his side: about the latter
end he comes forth again, with a square in
one hand, a rule ip the other, and a leathen
apron before him ; then, very quickly after,
with a scrip by his side, a sheep-hook in his
hand, and a basket full of flowers to make
- nosegays for his mistress : and now, drawing
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to a closure, he rants it, first, in cuerpo, and
vapouring it with jingling spurs, and his arms .
a-kenbol, like a Don Diego, he struts it, and,
by the loftiness of his gait, plays the Capitan
Spavento ;. then, in the very twinkling of an
eye, you would have seen him again Jssue
forth with a cloak upon his arm; in a hvery
garment, thereby representing the serving®

man : and lastly, at one time, amongst those"
other, he came out with a long grey beard -

and pucked ruff, crouching on a staff tipt

with, the head of a harber’s cithern, and his ,

Sloves hanging by a button at his girdle.”*
. The remaining parts of Sir Thomas’s ac-
ccount of Crichton, are given in so admirable

a style, as to lend the air of marvellous fiction .

to the most common and credible events. His
duel with the brave, or gladlator, at Mantua,
his disputation with the most eminent doctors
and scholars of the Parisian University, the
admiration occasioned by his dramatic powers
_,at the court of Mantua, and the extraordinary
effects of these upon my lady duchess’s maids
of honour, the wonderful popularity which

»
"

v

* Sir T. Urquhart’s Jewel, pages 72, 78, and 74.

13



136 LIFE QF CRICHTON.

he attained, and the exceeding admiration in
- which he was held by the fair sex ; so that
the young unmarried * ladies of all the most
eminent places were not any thing respected,
who had not either a lock of his hair, or a copy
of verses of his composing ;” all these circum-
stances are dwelt upon by 8ir Thomas, with
"éxtreme richness of description. Crichton’s
gallant adventures with the young lady who
had fallen in love with him, their tender court-
ship, and midnight supper, in which Sir Tho-
mas informs us, in the spirit of Hostess
Quickly when she describes the minutie at-
tending Falstaff’s proposal of marriage to her,
that « Crichton and his lovely mistresse; on a
blue velvet couch, sat by one another, to-
wards a charcoal fire, burning in a silver bra-
sero;” and the cruel and disastrous death
" which so soon followed ;—all this is convey-
ed with a felicity of painting, and a luxurian-
cy of description and of epithet, of which no
other writer of the age of Urquhart can fur-
nish, I believe, a similar example.
It is not proposed, however, to criticise the
story of ‘Urquhart, but to endeavour to se-

parate the true and authentic parts of his
) 1
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narrative, from the superfluous comic matter
with which it is accompanied ; and this is not
difficult.

Crichton, we are informed by this author,
was endowed with a most retentive and ad-
mirable memory, so that, « after having heard
any .sermon, speech, or harangue, or other
mamer of discourse, of an hour’s continu-
ance, he was able to recite it, without hesita-
tion, after the same ananner of gesture and
pronunciation, in all points, wherewith it was
delivered at first;” that he was possessed of
very universal talents. We are told also, in .
"thé words of Sir Thomas, that “ he under-
stood, almost naturally, quiddities of ph:lo-
sophy ; and as for the abstrusest and most
researched mysteries of other disciplines, arts, "
and faculties, the intentional species of them
were as really obvious to the interior view
and perspicacity of .his mind, as those of the
common visible colours, to the external sight
of him that will open his eyes to look upon
them.”* That, in addition to this, his coun-

* ¢ Jewel,” pt G-
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tenance was exceedihgly beautiful, and his
form admirably proportioned ; that. he ex-
celled in all kinds of athletic exercises, and
was highly accomplished in playing upon all -
sorts of musical instruments,—are, in truth,

the principal matters in the testimony of Sir

Thomas Urqubart ; and they seem entitled

to full credit, from being corroborated by the

concurring testimony of the more sober and

rational biographers of Crichton.

On the other hand, his encounter with the x
gladiator at Mantua, the particulars of his
public exhibition at Paris, and the wonderful
dramatic powers with which he astonished
the Court of Gonzaga, are particulars peculiar
to Urquhart’s Narrative, and are not to be
found in the pages of his other biographers.
But we are not entitled wholly to reject such
facts, merely on the ground of the strange and
questionable language in which Sir Thomas
has chosen to recount them. They are, in
thémselves, far from improbable; and since
we have found many, though not all the
other circumstances in the Sketch given by
Sir Thomas to be true, although couched ip
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the lsime grotesque and ludicrous phraseo-

logy, we may reason, by a fair analogy, that

the' same understratum of truth belongs also

to those parts of the narrative, which are not

corroborated by any other author. Nor does .
it' destroy the credibility of these facts, ‘that

the style in which they have been communi-

¢ated by 'the ingenious Sir Thomas, has been

forced to bear as many rich and gaudy flowers,

as the other parts of his amusing story.

The object of this argument is not to raise
thé testimony of the Knight of Cromarty; in
!iny’ degree to a level with the more respect-
hble authorities which have been quoted. All
that is‘'meant, is to show, that he is placed in
tlie predicament of a witness who certainly is
not to be wholly believed, but who, far less,
can be wholly rejected.*

There is little doubt that the burlesque
and extraordinary style of writing adopted
‘by -Sir Thomas Urquhart, in his Accoun§ of

* Some curious particulars relative to the Life of Sir T. Ur-
quhart, will be found in the Notes and Hlustrations, Letter P,
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Crichton, the many inaccuracies in which he
may be detected, and the sweeping assertion
with which he has closed his narrative,* must

have had the most mischievous consequences

in lowering the future character and reputa-
tion of Crichton. The “ Jewel,” by Urquhart,
which contains the panegyriclately examined,
was first printed in 1652, and republished in
1774'; and from the singular nature of the
tracts which it contains, and the admirable hu-
mour with which many of the anecdotes aré
given, it was ‘probably much read. When
Aldus, Imperialis, Astolfi, and other contem-
porary authors, were gradually assuming their
plates amongst those ancient and forgotten
stores of literature, which are sought after
only by the historian, or the antiquary, Sir
Thomas and- his “ Jewel” were glittering in
the public eye, and rising into daily notorie-
ty; and, I think, we may date the first ap-
pearance of scepticism, in regard to the ta-

* <« The verity of this story I have here rclated,” concerning
this incomparable Crichton, may be certified by above two thou-
sand men yet living, who have known him.”—Jew«!, p. 96.

»
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lents and history of Crichton, from the pe-
riod, when the productions of this eccentric
writer became more generally known.

If such was the effect of the eulogy of Sir
Thomas .Urquhart, the evil was increased,
rather than removed, by the appearance of
Mackenzie’s Life of Crichton, in the year
1722. Never, perhaps, was any biographical
article written in more complete defiance of
all accurate research. Iad Mackenzie taken
due pains to examine the contemporary au-
thorities of Aldus and Imperialis, to which he
refers, he must have seen, that Crichton could
not, aceqrding to these writers, have been born
before the year 1562, yet he places the date of
his birth in the year 1551. Had he looked
into the most common histories of his own
country, he could not have failed to discover
that the principal command in Queen Mary’s
army, at the bottle of Langside, was entrusted
to the Earl of Argyle; yet he places Robert
Crichton of Cluny at the head of the Queen’s
troops. If the work of Trajan Boccalini,
which he has ventured to quote, had been
examined by this unfaithful historian of Scot-
tish literature, he would have found, that the
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Italian satyrist, in his attack upon Crichton,
says not a syllable about his coming to Rome}
or of himself having been in that city yyet,
Mackenzie affirms, that « Trajan Bocealini)
in his advertisements from Parnassus, ttells' us,
that he came to Rome, Boccalini being then at
Ronie himself” Had he weighed thk account
of Imperialis, it would have informed him
that Crichton was killed in July, and- that
the assertion of Urquhart, who states rthaf
his death happened during the Carnival, could,
not be correct ; at least, that the one 'was dii
rectly contradictory of the other; yet:this
accommodating author adopts boths stories,
without perceiving that there is any incond
sistency between them. These are but a small
number of the offences of this writer against.

truth and accuracy. Fe adds to the account
of Aldus, expressions of his own invention-;
and mistakes the testimony of Astolfi, quo-
ting, instead of the original words, the erro-
heous expressions of Dempster, under the
idea, that Astolfi wrote in Latin, not in Ita-
lian ; and, not content with thus mutilating
Astolfi, he concludeés his career of misquota-,
tion, by placing, amongst the catalogue of
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Crichton’s works,” which he affirms is copied
from Dempster, a comedy in the Ttalian lan-
guage, which is nowhere to be found men-
tioned in the Life written by that author.
. 1All these errors were perpetuated by Pens
nant, 'whose Life of Crichton was an exact
reprint of the biographical account of Mac-
kenzie, with this difference, that he rendered
detection more difficult ; because the Latin
passages, which might possibly have excited
¢uriosity, and’ provoked. a comparison withi.
the text and the original,* were left out en«
tirely, and a translation substituted in their
place. His ¢ Life,” accordm«rly, has received.
from Sir Jo.hn Hawkins all the honours que
to a production of established authority and
accurate research.}

By thus falling into the hands of authors,

PO - "

* The only modern writer, previous to the accounts of Dr
Kippis and Dr Black, who seems to have come to his subject
with the inclination and the ability for accurate research, is the
Earl of Buchan. His Manuscript Memoir I have never seen ; but
much that is valusble in Kippis's account is derived from it ;
although a material fault is committed, if Kippis's account is
correct, by the omission of the original authorities and docu~
ments on which the facts are founded.

+ Ilawking's Life of Johnson, p. 308.
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who could not feel any merit in adhering to
the truth, or who would nof exert the indus-
try, which is requisite for its investigation and
transmission, ‘the fame of Cnchton has been,
by Baillet, Kippis, and Black, re(rarded with
doubt, and even treated with ridicule; yet, in
forming an estimate of the consideration to be
given to these opinions, it is most material to.
enquire, who were they who honoured, and
who are they who have derided him? His
honours have been bestowed, not, as Dr Black
seems to insinuate, by authors who saw hin
“ through the mists of distance and anti-
quity,”* where remoteness corferred .that
ideal lustre, which proximity would have
dissolved. 'These, on the contrary, dre the
very men who have regarded his fame as
suspicious. His eulogists were those who
knew him, and lived with him—who saw,
and heard, and felt, the powers of the re-
markable person whom they described, and
around the living presence of whose genius
no charm of antiquity, no enchantment of
distance was thrown.

* Life of Tasso, Appendix xxv. vol. ii. P 444
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The murder of Crichton, by the hand of Vin-
cenzo Gongzaga, Prince of ll\Iantua, is an event,
of which the parficulars are involved in great
obscd_i'ity';_ and, as is remarked by Dr Black,
it is peculiarly unfortunate, that the general
histories of Italy, at this period, and the more
private annals of the noble families in that
country, are equally silent on the subject.*
This author has endeavoured, with a warm
and natural partiality towards Vincenzo, the
youthful patron of Tasso, to throw an air of
doubt and uncertainty over the whole ofvthe
circumstances connected with this melancholy
history. * Whatever opinions,” says he, “ we
may form of the talents of Crichton, it is evi-
dent, that the guilt of his murder, if ke was
murdered by the Prince of Mantua, is in no
respect diminished.”

“ As to the real cause and manner of our
young Scotsman’s death,” says Kippis,} “both .
of them remain in some degree of obscurity.
That he was killed at a rencounter at the

» Appendix to the Life of Tasso, No. XXV.p. 445.
* Biog. Brit. Article Crichton, vol. iv. p. 453.

K
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Carnival at Mantua, (if on the 8d of July, it
could not be during the Carnival,) is testified
"by too many authors to be reasonably doubt.-
ed. But whether there was that particular
malignity, on the part. of Vincenzo di .GOI\['
zaga, which is commonly ascribed to him,
may be considered as uncertain.” From, both
of these passages, it might be imagined,.that
the fact of - Crichton’s having been slain by
Vincenzo Gonzaga, the Prince of Mantua,
was of difficult and doubtful proof; and the
expression of Kippis, in partlcular, would ledd
us to believe that some of his biographers
had stated the circumstance of his baving
been killed by Vincenzo, but that other au-
thors were content with simply mentioning
that he was slain in a rencounter, during the
Carnival at Mantua. Itis added, by Dr Black,
“ that his biographers do not dwell with hor-
ror on the atrocity of the prince” Let us
hear the account by Imperialis. ¢ Crichton,”
says he, “ after he had left Venice, was, on
account of his talents, most favourably recei-
ved by William Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua.
On a certain evening, he happened to be
strolling through iche city, with his guitar in
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his hand, and his sword under his arm, in the
manner of gentlemen of the court; and being
met by Vincenzo, the duke’s son, (it is uncer-
tain whether the rencounter was accidental or
prerﬁeditated,) he was loudly called upon to
draw, and, at the same moment, 2 most violent
and sudden éssgult was made upon him, and
his two companions. He, however,not only
parried the attack, but caused the assailants
themselves to be in the utmost peril for their
lives, and, at last, so completely wore out and
overcame the prince, that, with. a loud voice
he was forced to discover himself to Crichton.
Upon this he fell on his knees, and, while in
that attitude, intreating pardon, and repre-
senting to the prince that he had not; on ac-
. count of the darkness of the night, been able
to recognize him, he was ‘pierced to_the heart
by the hand of the furious and inexorable
Vincenzo.”

By what process of reasoning, Dr Kippis,
having this passage of Imperialis before him,
was induced to conclude that it proved only
that Crichton was killed at Mantua during
the Carnival, and that, as he would seem to
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insingate, the fact of Vingenzo.di Gonzaga
having been his murderer, or even that the
prince was animated with malignity against
him, is still “ very uncertain,’ it is not easy
to discover. And, indeed, if without bi'ing¢
ing forward any argument, or adducing any
authority which tends to throw suspicion, on
the account of a historian, we are to be per:
mitted, in this vague manner, to throw aside
his testimony, it is hard to'say where literary
scepticism_will have an end. Kippis alsp
ought to have been aware that the, evidence
of Johnston, in his introductory inscription
prefixed to his epitaph on Crighton, was, upon
this pomt equally positive and satlsfactory.a
The epitaph of this author is, as we have al-
ready seen, preceded by this inscription :—
¢ James Crichton of Cluny, the pupil of Mars
and the Muses, slain at Mantua, by the son .of
the Duke of Mantua, in the 1581.” The testi-
mony of Abernethy is, on this point, Just as
strong and explicit.

The account of Crichton’s death, as given
by Imperialis, is strikingly corroborated by
two interesting passages from English tra-
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vellers, which seem to place the guilt of
Vincenzo of Gonzaga, beyond question. The
first of these is well worthy of attention, be-
cause it comes from a contemporary, who was
in Italy at the time when fhe melancholy
event took place, and who states the fact
upon his own authority. This is Thomas
Wright, the author of a singular work, en-
titled, < The Passions of the Mind in Ge-
nerall,”* in the Preface to which he states’
himself * to have had long experience in the
schooles both in Spaine, Italy, France, and
Flanders.”

-« 1, rerhember (says the author, speaking
of the dangerous effects of the passion of pre-
cipitation,) when I was in Italy, there was a
‘Scottish gentleman, of most sare and singu-
lar parts, who was a retainer to a duke of that
country ; hee was a singular. good scholler,
_and as good a souldier ; it chanced one night
. the young prince, either upon some spleen,
or false suggestion, or to trie the Scots valor,

* Published in 1621.
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met him in a place where he was wont to
haunt, resolving either to kill, wound, or beat
him ; and for this effect, conducted with him
two of the best fencers he could finds the
Scot had but one friend with him ; in fine,
a quarrel was pickt, they all draw ; the Scot
presently ranne one of the fencers throw, and
killed him in a trice; with that he bended his
forces to the prince, who, fearing lest that
which was befallen the fencer, might happen
upon himselfe, he exclaimed out instantly,
that he was the prince, and therefore willed
him to look about him what he did. The
Scot perceiving well what he was, fell downe
upon his knees, demanding pardon at his
hands, and gave the prince his naked rapier ;
who, no soonew had received it, but with. the
same sword he ran him thorow to death ; the
which barbarous fact, as it was condemned of
all men, so it sheweth the precipitation of his
passionate ireful heart ; for, if he had consi-
dered the humble submission of his servant, -
and loyaltie of his subject, and valour of his
souldier ; if he had weighed the cowardlinesse
of his fact, the infamie that he should thereby
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incurre, he would ‘never have precipitated
into so savage an offence.”™*

That the Scottish gentleman, who is de-
scribed in this passage, * as possessing most
rare and singular parts, as a retainer of a
duke of that country, a singular good schol-
ler, and as good a soldier,” was none other than
James Crichton of Clunie, the exact coin-
cidence of the circumstances in the narrative
of Wright, with the accounts of Imperialis
and the other biographers of Crichton, will
not allow -us to doubt. Upon the same
grounds, we are entitled to conclude, that
‘theé young prince, who “ received the naked
rapier from the Scot who fell down on his
knees, and no sooner received it than he ran
him through to death,” ‘was Vincenzo of
Gonzaga, Prince of Mantua.

The sécond passage, "illustrative more of
the extreme sorrow which afflicted the house

-

*® The author of this work, in his preface to the reader, says,
T had perceived, by long experience,’ in schooles both in
Spain, Italy, France, and Flanders, that Flemings, Scots, and
Englishmen, were ever equal, and mthc.r deeper schollars, than
either Italians or Spaniards,”
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of Gonzaga after the death of Crichton, -than
of the" particulars which accompanied it, is
taken' from the works of that strange-and
fantastic traveller, William Lithgow, and is
introduced by him in his description of. his
arrival at Malta, and his reception thére by
the Knights of St John of Jerusalem.
+ ¢ And withall,” says he, “ to my great conl-
tentment I rencountered here with a country
gentleman of mine, being soldier there, named
William Douglass, who, aftérwards, for his
long and good services at sea, was solemnly
knighted, and made one of their order ; whose -
fidele and manly services have been since as
plausibly regarded by the Maltezes as Mon-
sieur Crichton, his worth in learning and excel-
lent memory, rests admired in Italy ; but espe-
cially by the noble Gonzagaes, and dependent
friends of the house of Mantua, for those loss
and accidentall death they still heavily be-
mone ; acknowledging that the race of that
princely stock by God’s judgments, was cut
off because of his untimely death.”

Lithgow travelled through Italy in the year
1609, about fifteen years after the death of
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Crichton. His testimony, therefore, regard-
ing his worth in learning, and excellent me-
‘mory, “ the admiration which it -had acrea-
‘téd in Italy ;” the lamentations made for his
-death, especially by the “ noble Gonzagas,”
and the gloomy conviction which they che-
rished, that for their participation in it, they
had been visited by the judgments of God,
and deprived of the hopes of succession; all
this, when we consider the circumstances un-
+der which' the information was received, is
entitled to great credit.

The account of David Buchanan; in sup-
port of the fact that Crichton was slain by
Vincenzo di Gonzaga, is as clear and expkcit,
as any of the above narratives. * Crichton,”
says he, “ was for his admirable learning re-
commended to the Prince and Duke of Man-
tua, for the purpose of instructing his son in'
polite learning, by whom, during some nightly
excursion, ke was unhappily slain, in the
flower of his age, and when he had scarcely
attained to his thirtieth year”* He adds,

* P. 830, part vii. Travels, p. 0.
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quod amasiam principis deperiret, “ because
he had passionately loved a mistress of the
prince’s;” a circumstance to be found in the °
account of Sir Thomas Urquhart alone.
Seeing before us, therefore, the concurrent,
testirriony of these authors,—of Imperialis,
Johnston, Abernethy, Wright, Lithgow, and
Buehanan, it is impossible to agree with the
opinion of Dr Black, that the fact of Crichton
having been murdered in the streets of Man
tua by Vincenzo de Gonzaga is uncertain. It
is proved as certainly as any other historical
event ean be proved. It may possibly be true,
as has been remarked by the biographer of
Tadso, that thefe is room to doubt whether
Crichton ever was Vincenzo’s tutor ; it may.
be correct that Vincenzo was fond of lite- .
rature, and consoled himself, during his
hours of melancholy, in reading the poems
and apostrophising the shade of his favourite
Virgil; that he was a handsome *prince and
not likely to be supplanted, by a rival, in
any affair of gallantry, need not be question-
ed ;—and yet what do all these united ob-
servations establish when weighed against
this short, plain, and unanswerable passage
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of Imperialis, « furenti atque inexorabili Vin-

centis dextera transverberatus -est.” Indeed,

after insisting that the fact of Vincenzo being

the murderer of Crichton was uncertain, and

endeavouring to adduce some passages, in or-
'der to clear -the prince “ from the charge of
having committed this dreadful crime,” the

author appears himself to be appalled with the

temerity of the attempt ; and ¢andidly, though

somewhat contradictorily, remarks, in conclu-,
sion, that nont of the passages which he has
brought forward are at all sufficient to balance
the direct evidence in support of the opposite

story.*

The only remaining subject on which thkere.
still rests some uncertainty is with regard to
the year and month of Crichton’s death. Im-
perialis has fixed it to the 8d of July 1583.
-Aldus, in his Dedication of “ Cicero’s Book
.De Universitate,” to the memory of Crichton,
which is dated the 4th of November, 1583,
.confirms this opinion ; and both of these au-
thors add, that he was killed “ ere he had com-,
pleted his twenty.second year.” This account

* Appendix to Life of Tasso, Vol. I p. 45L.
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given by Imperialis and Aldus is not corro-
borated, as far as regards his exact age, by the
Italian hand-bill or memoir in the Cortegiano
of Castiglione; for Crichton was born, it is
there stated, on the 19th of August, and was
in the year 1580 a young man of twenty years
of age.* He was born, therefore, on the-19th
of AAugust, 1560 ; and if, according to \Aldus
and Imperialis, he was killed on the 3d of
July, 1583, it is evident that instead of ha-
ving not attained, he was then above the age
of twenty-two years. The Earl of Buchan
arrived, therefore, at a true and accurate tonk
clusion, when he stated, .in contradiction to the
"corimon accounts of his other biographers,
that Crichton was born in the month of Au-
gust 1560 ; and if 1t is true, as stated by Al--
dus, that he was killed before he was twenty-
two years of age, his noble biographer is
equally correct in fixing this melancholy ca.
tastrophe to the month of July 1582.f

But all these reasonings are overturned;
and Crichton could not have been slain at

* Biog. Brit. p. 447, Vol. IV.
+ Kippis’ Biog. Brit. p. 442—147.
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any period before the 4th of November 1584,
at which time, instead of his twenty-second, hg
was in his twenty-fifth year, if the following
passage; from the Abbe Serassi’s Life of Maz-
zoni, be esteemed worthy of credit. In speak-
ing of Crichton’s being killed by Vincenzo
Gonzaga, in a midnight brawl, « Ir una suffa
notturna, Di che,” says he,* «si puo vedere
L’Imperiali nel- Museo Istorico, p. 242, il
quale peraltro s'inganni ponendo la sua morte
a 8-di Juglio del 1583, quando Io trovo che -
Critonio era tuttavia in vita nel Novembre
del 1584, nel qual tempo scrisse e stampo in
Milano un Elegia pel passagio alla celeste
gloria del grande Archivescovo 8. Carlo Bor-
romeo. chio tengo tra le mie miscellanee con
questo titolo.”— Epicedium Illustrissimi et
Reverendissimi Cardinalis Caroli Borromei,
ab Jacobo Critonio, Scoto, rogatu clarissimi
summaque in optimum pastorem suum pie-
tate viri Joannis Antonii Magii Medeolanen :
proximo post obitum die exaratum Mediolina
ex Typographia Pacifici Pontii mp.Lxxx111.

* Vita del Mazzonii, p. 126, 127.
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in 4. E'noto. che 8. Carlo mori alli 3 di No-
yembre del 1584 alle 3 ore di notte.”

* This is a perplexing passage, nor is it to
be lightly regarded; for,in every point of view,
the authority it contains is entitled to grave
consideration. Serassi, an author ofhigh cha.
racter for accuracy, asserts, that he has in kis
own hands, amongst his miscellanies, an Epi-
cedion, written on the death of the Cardinal
and Saint, Charles Borromeo, by-James Crich-
ton, Scotsman, and printed the very day after
his death. Serassi copies the title of this
Epicedion verbatim, and evidently must have
had it before him, when he wrote tlie pas-
sage. All supposition of mistake upon his

part, is thus precluded. The coincidence of
the two names, Jacobus Critonius, the ad-

ditional appellative Scotus, and the circum-
stance, that the elegy was written, and print-
ed, and ‘published, the day after the death of
the Cardinal, fixes the poem upon James
Crichton of Cluny; as the improbability of
the supposition, that there should have been
another Scotsman of the name of James
Crichton in Italy in the year 1584, possessed
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with the same astonishing facility of poetical
composition, is quite apparent. .And, lastly,
.the subject on which this elegy ‘was compo-
sed, renders any error almost impossible. Had
it been a poem on. any indifferent subject, or
a prose work relating to any disputed point’
in physies, or in morals, we might have been
allowed to conjecture, that the date 1584 was
erroneous ; but the death of the Cardinal
Charles Borromeo ties us down to a certain
and upalterable time. An Epicedion on this
Yenerable character could not have been writ+
ten anterior te 1584, and every supposition
of error in the date is.thus excluded. On
the one side, therefore, we have Aldus, Tin-
perialis, and all his succeeding biographers,
fixing the death of Crichton to the year 1582
or 1583 ; on the other hand, we have the Ad-
mirable Crichton himself writing an Epice-
dion on the Cardinal Borromeo, on the 4th of
November, 1584. On which side the truth is
to be found, must be left t8 future writers to
discern.

Genealogical details are, in general, dry
and uninteresting ; and perhaps it is only
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when-pursued ig the illustration of somedis-
puted point of history or biography, that they,
ought to enjoy that reflected importance, o
which of themselves they are not entitled.
But any man who has greatly distinguished,
himself, ennobles his ancestors, and forbids
them to be forgotten. We feel a generous
curiosity in tracing the early annals of the
family, to whom the future man of genius is
to belong ; and ify after him, it has fallen into
decay, we have even a melancholy pleasure,
in marking the steps of its extinction.

- The possession of the lands of Eliock by,
the family of Crichton, is a fact which carriey,
us.back to the miiddle of the fifteenth ceh{
tury.- In the 1453, Sir Robert Crichton of
Sanquhar, father of the first Lord Crichton,
obtained from Charteris’ of Amisfield the
lands of Eliock ; and the charter of confirma--
tion from the crown, along with the origi.
nal grant, is still upon record.* In the books

* 21st Octobér, 1464. Douglas, p. 449, vol.i. For this fact,
and many of the succeeding details regarding the Crichton fa,
mily, I am indebted to the well-known research, and kind com.
munications, of my learned friend, Mr J. Riddell.
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of the Privy Seal, we find a remission grant
ed in the 1513 to various persons of rank and
property in the family of Crichton, among
-whom'is found Robert Crichton, son of the 1ite
John Crichton in Eliock. Inthose days, it was
notan uncommon practlce, forthe youngersons
of opulent families to be portioned by having
a favourable lease granted to them of part of
their father’s estate, John Crichton was pro-
bably & younger son of the Eliock family,
and obtaining a lease of this nature of the
lands of Eliock, then forming a part of the
éstate belonging to'the farmly, he is designed
Joannes Crichton ¢z Eliock, not de Eliock.
It cannot be stated as a fact, but it is at
Teast a fair conjecture, that Robert, the son
of this John Crichton, was the father of the
Lord Advocate, and grandfather to the Ad-
mirable Crichton ; and that, by some family
transaction or agreement, of which we have
now lost all direct evidence, the tenant in the
lease became eventually the proprietor of the
estate of Eliock. ‘

James, the Admirable Crichton, even be-
fore he left Scotland and became so celebrated

in Italy, appears to have been regarded with
L
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much afféction and interest by his relations ;
and the estate a1id castle of Cluny wis settled
upon- him. and his heirs.male by & charter
frdm James, Bishop of Dunkeld, in 15764
when .he was yet only sixteen years ‘of ade
The.Lord Advocate was proprietor' of $omd
lands in Ettrick Forest, which' had-bélong!
ed to:the .Chancellor Morto, - the! dcconi?
plice of the Secretary Lethington in his tredl
sohs against Queen Mary.. These, also,' webd
settled upon James Crichton of Cluny by,
charter, of which the confirmation is still up’oﬁ
record.;

# The charter of confirmation upon this originnl chavtéf. &b
still extant, dated Apud Castrum de Strivling, tertiq die Mensis
Jupet Anmo Dom. 1579, It will be‘found in the Appendix, No.
XV. y . AT

t This James, Bishop of Dunkeld, was probably James Pa-
ton, who, in' Spottiswood's table at the end of his Ecclesias-
tical History, is set down as the last Bishep in the Sée-of Dun-
keld, coming after Robert Crichton, who succeeded to Georgs,
the brother of the Lord Advocate. There is something difficult
to explain in this grant. How the estate and cnstle of Cluty,
which, by George, Bishop of Dunkeld, had been conveyed to hia
brother, should have returned into the hands of Bishop James
Paton, and then be by him again conveyed in the broadest terms
to the Admirable Crichton, is not easily understood. '

The Lord Advocate was likewise possessed of lands, which
he had purchased from the Mowbrays of Barmebougall, in the
barony of Dumvanie, and county of Linlithgow.
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. The 'expression, therefore, which.is used
by, Leitchy in speaking of Crichton’s travels,
“.constantissimus pre paupertate peregrinus,’
is contradicted, whether we look to the land-
ed. estates,~and the high official situations
possessed by his father, or;to the substantial
inheritance,, Whi.ch,l at a very early age, was
settled upon himself. That he may have ex»
perienced: some temporary inconvenience at
the time when he addresses to Aldus .his
desponding hexameters, is.not improbables .
but, that the heir of Cluny, the eldest son of
the Lord Advocate, and the near relation
of so many rich and noble families, should
have been compelled, at the first, to leave his
‘hatlve country, and, eventually, to continue
a solitary wanderer upon the continent, from
the préssure of poverty, is an assertion against
which the probable evidence arising from un-
doubted facts, is so strong, that it may be al-
most ‘pronounced impossible to be true.:

" 8ir Robert Crichton, of Cluny, the second
son of the Lord Advocate,” and full brother to

* That Sir Robert was the brother-german to James Crichton,
appears from the following charter ;—
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thetAdmirable Crichton, became; after -his|
death in Italy, the heir of the family, and
eventually succeeded to the estates of Eliock "
and Cluny. His character appeais to have
offered in every respect, a contrast to that of»
his accomplished brother.. Educated. in times:
of turbulence and dissension, when the-civil’
commiotions, which then’ tore the kingdom,’
the independance of feudal manners, and’ thel
struggle between the reformed and the ca.
. tholic religions, 'had produced msgny men-of -
ﬁerce and intolerant habits, he yet appears &
*singular instance of depravity amid .the dark
characters with which he is surrounded.c
-Associating with men of riotous habits,1

he seems, in the prosecution of his enters
prizes, to have had little respect for'the pubs.-

lic laws of his country, or for the private ap-
peals of family affection. One of these en+
terprizes is worth relating, because it throws-

June 5, 1581.~Rex, pro bono servitio nobls, per nostrum fa-
miliarem clericum et consiliarium, Megistrum Robertum Crich-
tori de Eliock, nostrum Advocatum, impenso, concessit, Roberts
Cnchton. filio inter preefatum Magistrum Robertum et Elisaa
" betham Stewart, ejus sponsam, terras et loca seu preedis de Cat.
slack.” It has before been shown that Elisabeth Stewart was
mother of the Admirable Crichton. . b
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light riot only on the personal character of this'
feudal Xnight, but on the manners of Scoth
land:at the close of the sixteenth century. « o
¢ Marion Crichton was his half sister,and thes
eldest daughter of the Lord Advocate, by his:
third marriage.* Upon the death of her father,
James Stirling of Feodallis, who married Iso-.
bel: Borthwmk, the Lord Advocate’s widow,.
had been appointed tutor to Marion; and he
‘had chosen to place her, when she was yet a:
very young girl, under the care of his bro.’
ther, Henry Stirling of Ardoch, that she
might remain with him, to use the expres-
sive language of ‘the old deed which describes
this nefarious transaction, « this summer sea-
son, for learning of sic things as wes maist pro-
pet for ane bairne of her estate.”
Sir Robert Crichton determined to get pos-
session' of Marion, with the view either of.

compelling her into a marriage with some of

# In the Record of Signatures, Vol. XV. for the years 1591
and 15982, page 68, letter B, we find a grant, in which allusion is
made to unquhile Maister Robert Crichton of Eliock, and Iso-.
bel Borthwick, his spous, being a graut of the mariage of Ma-
rioun Crichton, their dochter and heir, (i e. heir of that mar-

riage.)
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his associates, or intimidating her intd-a set-
rtlement.- of her: fortune npon-himself; { He
procured the assistance of some of the boldest
sof his friends ; and these; with forty:horse-
meny fully armed, assembled under cover ‘of
'night; and attacked, the house. of' Ardach.*
‘At this time, the Earl of Bothwell)» who
had been declared a rebel and traitor in the
year 1591,"was known to be 'in” conceal-
ment in some part of the country; and, this
armed barid of plunderers preténded that
“they came to.search for that nobleman.. They
+1soon scaled the. onter ‘wall of the buﬂdmg,
“and Sir Robert, crying and shouting that hie
kaew that the Earl of Bothwell was there,
and that he had orders to apprehend him, in-
-sisted on entering the castle. Henry of Ar-
doch "appeared at the door, and incautiously
admitted the party. Their conduct was now
equally cruel and cowardly. They maltreat-
ed Ardoch’s lady in the most brutal manner.
' They robbed the house of many valuable ar-
ticles; and they accomplished the main pur-
pose for which they came, by violently 'carry.

P -~

v

* July 13, 1602,
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Ing coff:thendefenceless "girl from!her friends

sanid protectors. Nothing can furnish us with
iarinore vonvincing proof of the lawless man-
-ners=of this age; than the circumstance, that
ithe-leaders in this cruel:assault were gentle-
*menlof.family: and property in this partr~of
cthe country.* 1

UF¥ fhefe persons are all ordained to appear by a- certain’ day,
Jand pré'du'eeMarion Crichton,-which having failed to do, they
are declared rebels in common form, See, for the original deed,
Vgiving a inost'minute description of'the cruel circumstances at-
 tending this midnight attack on the house of Ardoch, Privy
LC.ouncxl . Register, volume for 1591 and 1594, p. 144.—The
: n@med ‘of Sir Robert Crichton’s associntes, are Patrick Graham
_of Inchbrackie, William Stewart, brother to the Laird of Inaer-
melth Walter Rollo, tutor of Duncrub, Andro Ramsay of Inch-
straffie, and Gawin Douglass, ‘brother to the Laird of Dalzel,
~with forty horsemen armed with pistols, &c, The deed de-
clares, ¢ they first maist shamefullie and unhonestlie misused
“the said Harie’s wife, being grite with bairne, dang and harlit
ther up and douns at their pleasure; they then sought Ma-
rion Crichton, and having found her, violentlie carryed her away,
and reft, and away took, a grite part of Ardoch’s moveables.”
On the 26th of January, 1593, Sir Robert Crichton is again de-
nounced on an accusation of certain treasonable practices and
conspiracies ; and, in the same volume which contains the re-
eord of his outlawry, we find proof that the knight had not for-
saken his old habit of attacking his enemies in their houses.
Philip Mowbray of Pitliver Mill, who wus probably a relation
of the Lord Advocate’s second wife, Agnes Mowbray, complains
of John Stewart, James Stewart the younger, and Sir Robert
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111 The Lord Advocate; by his. first: marripge
fith Elizabeth Stewart, was nearly;connected
mith the Earl of Moray. Lord, Doune,»xhe
father of the ear], was his brother-in-law; and
his son; Sir. Robert Crichton,; naturally -es:
poused the party, and held himself bound £o
avenge the quarrel of his noble cousin, r It.js
not unimportant to remark in. passing, that
James Stewart, this Earl of Moray, cousin to
the Admirable Crichton, was marriedto Lady
Elizabeth Stewart, daughter of -the. Regent
Moray. The Regent Moray, it is well kr_low,‘n,
was a natural son of King James V. His
daughter, therefore, was cousin to King James
V1.; and I entreat the reader to remark the
perfect accuracy with which this marriage is
recorded by Aldus Manutius, in his dedica-
tion :—< Neque Regis in consobrinum tuum,
Jacobum Stuardum, clementia~cui, cum Mo-
ravie Principatu; consobrinam uxorem dedit.”
Burely this is a circumstance which marks
eqmlly the fidelity with which the informa.
tionl had been given to Aldus by Crichton,
‘and transmitted in his writings to posterity.

Crichton, for an attack upon his house, somewhat similar to the
Raid of Ardoch.
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87 It is well known; that Moray, wha had been
guilty of receiving and harbouring -the Earl
of Bothwell, after his unsuccessful attempt to
keizd the king in the palace of Holyrood, was
detiised of having been an accomplice in this
§ll-boncerted scheme. The Earl of Huntly
feceived orders to bring Moray to his trial;
#nid. he, according to that savage and sums
‘mary 'mode of justice so commonly adopted
in these times, haviny asserabled his vassals,
httacked the castle of Dunibirstle, where Mo.
- &ay then resided with the Lady Ddune, his
mdther: The castle was set fire to; and Mo-
ray, after,a feeble defence,* favoured by the
‘confusion of the fray and the darkness of the
night, had contrived to escape: but the silk
'strings attached to his steel cap having caught
fire, he was thus betrayed to his merciless pur-

* Spottiswood, p- 387. Melvill’'s Memoirs, p. 201. Bur-
rell’s Diary, 7th February, 1591. Calderwood, p. 267.

In the Genealogical History of the Earls of Sutherland, it is
mentioned, p. 216, that the Earl of Moray was killed By the
Laird of Cluny, and the Laird of Gicht. The ballad on the
death of the bonny Earl of Moray is well known. It will be
found in Ritson’s Scottish Songs, vol. TI. p- 29
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Isders,'who murdered him among the rdcks
o1 the sea-shore.

4+ A transaction of this cruel nature incen.
lsed the people, by whom Moray was infuich
*beloved, and made a deep impression-on his
-relations, who -clamoured loudly for justice .
-against Huntly. Revenge, -however, wis
*more congenial to the feelings of hislcousin,
:8ir Robert Crichton ; who, nieeting with the
-Liaird of Moncoffer, a partisan of Hunﬂy,-
at the chapel of Egismalay, slew-him 'upoh
'the spof, unawed by the sanctity of the placé,
-and reckless of the conseauences -of!lthe
‘crime,

1

" L b At Ak hin e =

% 'This circumstance, that the Laird of Moncoffer was 4 par-
tizan of Huntly, is not positively asserted, but is strongly im-
plied, in the following passage :—* Mr Robert Crichtoh, advo..

-cate, left @ fuir estate behind him, viz. the Barony of* Elfock
and Clunie, to his son, Sir Robert Crichtoune of Cluny.’ But
after he had killed the Laird of Moncoffer (in revenge of the
Earl of Murray’s slaughter,) at the chapell of Egismnalay, had
never good success in his affairs.”—Staggering State of Scols
Statesmen, MS. Advocate’s Library.

¢ Holyrood House, 13th February, 1598.~~The diet appoint-
ed to*Clunie, for his compearance before the justice and his de-
puties, to underlye the law for the slauchter of the Laird of
Moncoffer, continued to the 22d of May next, and proclamation
to be direct hereupon.”——Privy Council Record for 1602 and
1603.——Sederunt Book. ’

v
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- 8ir Robert was summoned to stand his trial
for this murder ; but here, as upon most other
.occaswns, -he declined appearing in person,
rand the affair, wag probably hushed up and
eforgotten. .These repeated warnings did not
seffect any-, chanore upon his turbulent cha-
oxacter.. Received again into favour, he -at-
tended upon the king when he beld his court
sat _S_tgvAndreW\s ,Jin the 1602, and was therena
"gl*itd_ .tinie guilty of a violent a§sault, commit-
(ted ;within the chamber and in the presence
.«_oﬂ'royalty,' Incensed at this proud contempt
«of his.auth_ority, the king immediately sum-
moned Sir Robert Crichton to answer before
him for his crime, at the Palace of Falkland.

1

e

* A document regarding this assault is preservedin the Privy®*
Conncil Record of 1601—1602, from which I take the follow-
si0g extract ;—
 Anent the charge given by virtue of our Soverane Lordes
letters to Sir Robert Crychtoun of Cluny, Knyght, to have com-
, Peirit personallie before the Kingis Majestie at Falkland, to have
answerit upoune the proud contempt and indignitie done by
him lattlie upon the 10th day’ of this instant, against his heines
in the persute, dinging, and invasioune of —— Chalmers, with-
in our awin chalmer and ludging in Sanct Androis, quhairin his
Majestie was present for the tyme.” Sir Robert does not appear,
and is forfeited. Page 941, vol. for the above year. :
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On his failing to obey the order, his estdtes!
were forfeited, nor does he ever again ‘appear!
to have enjoyed that rank and consideration!
to which his high connections had &t first pros
moted him.

-1 8ir Robert Crichton married Lady Mars:
garet Stewart, a daughter of John thersixth}
Lord Innermeath, and sister fo James;»Earl*
of Atholl.* That he had sons, is certainy buf.
neithey their names nor their history 'canltbet
discovered.t His unsettled and riotous lifes
.appears to have wasted his fortune; and, in th‘e:
1596, he sold his estate of Eliock to" his
brother-in-law, Sir RobertDalzel of Dal~{
zel; afterward first Earl of Carnwath.} Thé»

» -

.« Douglas’s Peerage, p. 140, Vol. I.
* .4 20oth Jan. 1607.—*° In presence of the Lordes of Secreet!
Counsell Compeirit personallie Sir Robert Crichton of Clunie,
and Harring of Lethindie, and declaret upon their great mth,
that they were not jnterdicted; end that their sons, nor any
otheris, were infeft in fee of their landis.”’—Pripy (,ounczl .Re-
cord for Cautionary Bouk, vol. Jor 1591, 1616. -

¥ We find this proved in the following extract from a MS
Notorlal Transuwpt of the writsand evidentis of the Lordschip
of Carnwath, of date the 18th December, 1648.

“ Item, ane chartour grantit be Sir Robert Crichton of Clu~
me, Knyght, with consent of Sir James Stewart of Ballaquhane,
Rnicht, to Robert Dalzell, younger of that 1lk of the forty
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lands of :Eliock and Euchane thus passed ind
to-the family of the Earls of Carnwathj and/
the’ succession ‘to the paternal inheritance,
which, under happier. auspices, might haver
been graced by the talents, and transmitted.
toithe descendants of the Admirable Crich-
ton, in-the person of his fierce and unlettered;
brother was prematurely brought to an end2
Although the male succession of the familyo
to.the estates possessed by their forefathers:
was thus closed, the Lord Advocate, in the
year 1582, concluded a marriage between his:
eldest: daughter Margaret, and: that ancient’
house to which his estates of Eliock and Eu<'
chane weré at a future period to pass. Shes
married Sir. Robert Dalzel of Dalzel, after-
wards raised to the peerage by the title of
Earl of Carnwath: Margaret Crichton, there-
fore, the eldest sister of the Admirable Crich-

. NE— -1

schillingis, and forty penny land of Eliock, and forty schillingis
1and of Euchane, to be helden of the Lord Sanqhare ; dated the
8th and 10th of November, 1796. “We find from the same do-
cument, that a chartour 6f confirmation of the above was grantit
by the Lord Sanquhar, and David Crichton of Lugtown, on the
7th ‘of July, 1604. The words tifulo venditionis appear, in 8
subsequent part of the deed, and prove the absolute sale of the
estate of Eliock, by Sir Rohert Crichton.
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ton, became the female stem of the noble fa-
mily of the Earls of Carnwath.*

* In the Register of bonds and obligations for the year 1582,
we find the following extract. I Robert Dalzel of that ilk,
grant me to have receivit frae Mr Robert Crichton, Advocate to
oure Soverane Lord, the soume of ane thousande merkes, and
yat in compleit payment of the tocher gude promittit be him to
me, conform to the contract of marriage past betwixt us, Ro-
bert Dalzel, my eldest sone and apparand are, and Margaret
Crichton, his eldest dochter, now spouse to the said Robert, &t
Dalzel, 26th May, 1582.” Mary, another of the youngest sisters
of Crichton, who is specially mentioned in her father’s will; was,
four years after his death, married to Six James Stewart of Bal
lechin, the descendant of Sir John Stewart, natural sou to Ring
James the Second of Scotland, from whom the family of Stew-
arts of Ballechin in Perthshire are directly descended.~Dovs
GLas’ Baronage, p. 489.



' SECTION IIL .

‘W & come now to the third part of this- b103
‘igraphwal criticism,—tothe considerationof the
argument against the endowments of Cricht
torl, founded on the assertion that the" powers
' -ascu.f)ed to him are: supernatural and rtheres
fore incredible ; and that, however entitled t4
authority his biographers may be, when they
have written upon other subjects, the stories
they have left regarding this extraordinary
person, exceed the common limits of human
belief, and carry with them, in their utter im-
possibility, their own confutation,

The review of this argument will lead us
upon interesting ground ; for, in order to pro-
nounce whether Crichton’s endowments are
incredible, it is necessary to be at least curso-
rily acquainted with the course of instruction
in the sciences and other branches of learning
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which Crichtonr must have pursued, under
the direction of those eminent men who were:
his masters. We must, t‘herefore, advert, for g
few moments; to the state of literature and
philosophy*in Scetland and in Italy, during
the sixteenth century,—to the nature of those!
studies ifi whiCh the human mind; after it had:
risen from the sleep of so many centuries;
began then to exercise itself,—and the powers
which were required towards attaining. im
them any thing like a. remarkable proficieney
It is well known that the learned men‘of
Europe were, at this period, divided into two
great. classes, the followers of the Platonic,
anJ the disciples of the Aristotelian: Philoso-
phy ; that these two great philosophers divid»,
*ed between them, at‘this time, the sovereignty
of the mental world; and,, certainly, hows
-ever we, who are educated in the light and
‘knowledge of these modern \days, may be en-
abled to ridicule some of the errgrs, and to
escape from the slavery of these: anciept sys=
tems, it is impossible not tdadmire the efforts,
of those two mighty minds, who framed so
wide and so lasting & despotism1. Nor is it Jess
curious to remark, at this period, the inef:;
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efforts which were made, by some gifted spi~
rits, to throw off the yoke of these established:
systems;* to see thém attempting to frame!
¥iew, and, as they conceived, more perfect mo-*
dels of philosophy, where, instead of an‘atten-r
five observation of nature, Imagination was
ever .ready to present her fantastic theoriesz
and where conjecture so tonstantly supplied:
what-truth and experiment refused- to' furd
nish; One would think,that the human mind-
seemed ‘conscious of the delusionunder which’
it laboured, aware that it was wrong, yet un-
able, in the dim twilight ‘which surroundedl
it, to discern. what -was right, and anxious;
only, by these vigorous stniggles, to preserve:
that liberty of thought, which was destined at
last to break the spell, and to let in the light~
of truth and nature. -
| -Nothing, indeed, can be more striking
than the ardour With which philosophy andl
literature were cultivated at this remarkablé-
period ; nothing more wonderful than- that
enthusiasm with which, after its long slum-

* ¥t is sufficient here to mention the names of Bruno; Cama¥
panella, and Cardam. .
M
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ber, the human mind rose at once, refreshed
instead of*enervated, and summoned all its
faculties, and rallied all its powers, and again
sprung forward in the course of intellectual
improvement. Universitiés were founded,
schools endowed, riches' profusely expended
in the encouragement of every species of
knowledge ; men of letters were raised to be
the equals of princes, and princes thought
themselves honoured by being associated with
men of letters. Labour, and pain, and travel,
were chearfully undergone, and ease and plea
sure, without hesitation, sacrificed in the cause
of science. These remarks apply, with particu~
lar force, to the literary history of Italy, du-
ring the sixteenth century ; but the name of
Scotland stood alsq very bigh in Europe, in

the scale of intellectual cultivation, at the pe«
riod when Crichton received the rudinients
of his education. -Under the royal line of
Stuart, the nation was induced, net only by
 the munificent patronage, but by the example
of many -of its sovereigns, to pay a principal
attention to the cultivation of letters; and,
although it laboured under many disadvan.
tages, Scotland had already produced some



LIFE 'OFCRICHTON. 179

of the ablest scholats, and 'most eriinent ma.-
thematicians in Europe.
i1 The effects of the reformation, the: colli:
Sion of conténding 'intellécts, and the mental
stréngth’ and vigour produced by thé religi-
bub discifssions which at this period engrossed
- the-attefition of the nation,—the 'sources of
information and improvement derived from
the intercourse 'of our ablést™reformets with
thie ¢ontinent,—and, above all, the’admissior!
of the lower classes, whose ignorance under
,thel Roman ‘Catholic church was equally pro-
found snd hopeless, to a participation in that
inereasing intelligence and freedom which a¢2
companied the doctrines of the reformation ;-
all these causes co-operated to render the six?
téenthi century a period of jio less eminence in
theliterary history of Scotland, than in that of
Ttaly. The single name$ of Kfiox, Buchanan,
and Napier, are sufficient to prove the truth’
of these observations ; and, were it neceSsary,
many others, though not of equal eminence,
might be added to this triumvirate of talent.!
. It was, we see then, in the DIlatonic and
Aristotelian systems of philosophy, and in bn'
acquaintance with the works of those #who-
were termed _im.lévators upon Aristotle and
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.Plato, that, at the period when Crichton ap-
peared, the learned youth of Italy*and.of
Scotland were educated. Indeed, we ought
to, say, the learned youth of Europe; for
nearly the same course of instruction was fol.
lowed in Frante, Germany, and Spain, in.
Scotland, and in England. One great cause
of this appears to have been, the constant
emigration of learned men from one country:
to another; many professors repairig from.
Scotland and England,,tb France, Italy, and,
Spain; while, from these countries, many
learned foreigners were invited to our.own
island.* bt
~Although, however, nothing could exceed,
the intense labour, and constant exertion,,
which was to be seen.in all who were candi~

& Inter archiva, (says Sir R. Sibbald, MS. Histor. Liter. Sco~
tise, p. 84,) Collegii Scotici apudt Parisienses,, Registrum habe-
tur omnium illustrium Scotorum, presertim Scotorum ejus
Collegii, qui floruerunt in Academia Parisiensi, a fundatione
ejus Collegli Scotici, Anno Dom, 1825, ad nostrs. tempora ; ex
quo apparet, septendecem aut octodecern Scotos fuisse Rectores
Universitatis Parisiensis. It would be an endless task to give
the names of the eminent Scotsmen who were teachers or pro«
fessors in France, Italy, and other continental countries, during
the sixteenth century. Boece, Buchanan, the two Barclays,
Derbpeter, George Crichton, Blackwood, snd many otliers, og-
cur immediately iir our literary recollections.
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dates for' fare in the knowledge and the litel
rature of this period, there is yet one remark,
relating ‘to ‘the nature of such knowledge;
which ought' particularly to be insisted on''
and thiy is,~that in attaining a proficiency in
these'studies, no uncommon power of what
we ©all genius, mo supernatural mental en:
dowments are necessary. ' I wish here to make
a distinction between the greater stretch of
mind réquired to attain to uncommoh emi-
nehce, or to maké important discoveries in
the higher sciences, and the more commont
'species of intellect, which is fitted to excel in
the knowledge of languages, in the attain-
ment of eminence in the elegant pursuits df
literagure, in the lower walks of science, or
the comparatively easier studies of the Plato-
nic or Aristotelian philosophy. To have at-
tained the knowledge of many different lan-
guages,—to have acquired an astonishing fa-
cility in the extemporaneous 'composition
both of verse and prose,~to have become mas-
ter of the philosophy of Aristotle, and of hig
syllogistic mode of disputation,—are surely
pursuits requiring none of the ‘rare and un-
common powers to be found in those greater
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iJiminds which; havetwidened the boundaries,
“i»a11d advanced -the discoveries, of real séience ;
¥sinisuch minds as Newton, Kepler; Locke,
+and Pascal.
17l "The. faculty which is primarily necessary,
in the acquisition of the first species of know-
cledge, is that of memory,—a faculty, of évery
vother, the most under the management; and
rsubjected to the improvements, of mana The
' power required in the other, is that :of pro-
found, unfatigued, uninterrupted thought
of intensely.concentrating the mind upon ohe
subject. This is not only of itself a very un-
common talent, but it must be joined to an
excellence in the higher and ‘more difficult
branches of the most abstract and- difficult
sciences, to a mightiness, and yet a tn:nlESty
of mind, which are seldom found united,
to a power of philosophical invention, and
yet a distrust of all ideal theories; It in-
cludes, in short, qualifications so high, so pe-
culiar, yet so dissimilar, as to be met .with
very rarely in the history of-man. While,
therefore, we observe the state of knowledge
in Eur ope, at the time in which Crichton ap-
peared, and the high advantages which he en-
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"joyed in being educated at a period when all
‘the different branches of the learning ‘of these
times were so enthusiastically cultivated, let
us not forget the last observation, as to the
/nature and power of the faculties required for
.such cultivation. )
1. Naw,to come- to the application of these
iobservations to the .case of Crichton, we say,
4n reply to the assertion that the account
.given of his extraordinary talents is superna-
fural and incredible, that this is not the case ;
because all that he accomplished, was nothing
more than the attainment of a high, and cer-
tainly extraordinary proficiency in the circle
of: the sciences then taught in the schoels;
,and this it is evident, toa man.of superior-ta-
lents, though not of profound genius, possess-
.ing a natural turn for languages, and assisted
by & memory which he had cultivated to the
highest degree, was very far from being im-
possible or incredible. It-was what was done,
in a lesser degree, by almost every individual
in that constellation of philosophers and poets,
and learned authors, who were regularly edu-
cated in the course of study then pursued in
the different universities of the continent.
But still, by allowing this, we do not con-
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cede i in the smallest,idegree, sthé pointof
Cn,chton $ uncommon superiority ;- for, let:it
be remembered, that in these studiesyrand in
the knowledge of the Aristotelian philoso
phy,.in all its various and complicated.branch=
es, in the use of the 'learned langiages;
the talent for public disputation, and W&rems:
pore composition, Crichton,is uniyersally acq
kn_owledggd to have, with a single .exceps
tion, excelled all who attempted to-cope with!
him,~—to have astonished and. delighted:the
learned world of Italy; and this at a-petiod
when knowledge was so eagerly ‘eultivated,
so generally diffused, and the literary world:
enriched by so many eminent scholars, that
it; required certainly no common person to*
.create the sensation which he appears to have:
excited: When it is added, that Crichton;
died "at the age of twenty:two, we shall no
longer wonder at the enthusiastic admiration
occasioned by his appearance, and the deep
regret which followed his death.

Although, therefore, it is asserted, in reply
to the argument which has been hrought.
against the authenticity of the biographical
accounts of Crichton, that there is nothing in«
credible or yinnatural in the endowments as»
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Eribed~ to him, let.is not forget, at the same
time; that inthe particular course of studies
which weré cultivated by the learned at thid
period; Z¢had, at ant age when others'are only
co&nment:mg, completed his brilliant career,<x
that.in these he had not only attained so hlgh'
avwpitch lof -eminence as to challenge; in- the"
public disputations which were then comnion,
themost distinguished men in Italy, but that
hew had united to’ all this, the possessiontof
every accomplishmeht. which ‘could adom the
geritleman and the soldier. _
~l/Bat further, an extraordinary proficiency
in'the sciences, and in general literature, at a
very early age, is not uncommon in the-kis>
tory either -of ancient or of modern letters }
and although, certainly, there have been many
instahces where such precocity of talent has
not tonducted to that maturity of excellencé
which might have been expected, yet, on the
other hand, are there, perhaps, as many ex.
amples of early ability, in persons afterwards
destined to arrive at confirmed and superior
excellence.

T.ooking to the annals of ancient literature,
it is'well known that Cicevo composed, at the
age of thirteen, a treatise of rhetoric, entitled,
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w¥t De Ratione Dicendi,” rwhichiin dhis riper
. years, at the.request of his friends, he 'new-
modelled into the valuable treatise, « De Ora-
'tore.”* We are informed, by Plutarch.,}i that
i the. same great writer had published, ~when
‘quite a boy, a poetical piéce, entitled; ¥ Gla-
.cus Pontius,” founded on. a story rwhich
furnished . to Aschylus the argument for one
of his tragedies. His poetical translation {of
the Phenomena of Aratus, ‘composed las early
+as his seventeenth year, furnished a third proof
of the precocity of his talents. .It.is true;ino
doubt, that his verses of Aratus are pooHdnd -
unpoetical; and that, reasoning by a fair aha-
logy, his Glacus Pontius was probably worse:

-yet, in proving that the early endowments
.of Crichton are not incredible, the instance

cannot be called inapposite ; for if, after such
an early, although imperfect exhibition ofita-
lent, the abilities of the youthful translator 'of
Aratus rose into such strength, in the detector
of Catiline, what might not have been hoped

* Baillet des Enfans Celebres, p. 25. Cicero de Oratore,
Book L. "

+ See Plutarch in Vit. Ciceronis, or Langhorne’s Plutarch, p.
272, vol. V. 7
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<from that maturity which was to- follow the
still more perfect and uncommon youth of
vCrichton ?
r11 Pliny, the younger, composed a Greek tra-
gedy* at the age of sixteen, and a collection
voft Elégies and Epigrams, then considered
sowexcellent, that they were translated into
1Greek, and set to musie. Nor were his abi-
Jlities confined to poetry. At the age of nine-
'teen, he had already figured in public life,—
'had sheivn his talents as a pleader, .in the ma-.
inagement of causes of high importance and
wlifficulty, in which his opponents were often
ithe most celebrated orators of the time.

- Jt-is easy to bring forward a great many
proofs.in support of the same observations,
drawn from the lives and writings of the
most celebrated scholars of the sixteenth cen-
tury,~—proofs, that however brilliant the ta-
lents of Crichton, they were by no means un-
paralleled in the literary history of this pe-
riod; and that, although-in the career of

* The early productions of Pliny are mentioned by Baillet,
des Enfans Celebres, p. 30, 31; and by Pliny himself, in the
fourth Epistle of his Seventh Booly
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eminence, in the same admirable combination
of géneral knowledge with the more ‘elegant
accomplishments, none have equalled, yet
many havé very nearly approached, and some
havé, in particular points, surpassed him.i .

Picus, Prince of M1randula “upon’ whom
Scaliger has ‘bestowed the smgular epithet of:
Monstrum sine. Vitio, was, at the age of twen-
ty-four, profoundly acquainted with the an-
cient languages of Latin, Greek, Hebréwl
Arabic, and Chaldaic, in addition to his know-
ledge of the more modern tongues of Europe;
At the same age, he undertook to.maintain,
in the manner of those times, 2 public dispus
tatién at Rome, in which it was his intention
to defend ‘nine hundred propositions in diad!
lectics, theology, cabalism, and physics. Suchl!
was the enthusiasm with which he pursued
this great design of challenging the whole Tiv/
terary world, not of Italy only, but of Eu4
rope, that, although born to rank and afflt-
ence, he preferred the seclusion of incessant
and solitary study, to all the public distinc.
tions which they held out to him. In a let-
ter to a friend, who had advised him to make
a trial of the pleasures of ambition, he replies,
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in; these remarkable words :—* True to these
sentiments, I prefer my solitude, my studies,
the delights of reading, the peace of my own.
mind, to the palaces of princes, the bustle:of
politics, «and all the wiles and favours of a
court! NordoI desire, as the fruit of my li-
terary leisure, to be whelmed and agitated in
the tide and -tumult of public scenes; but:to.
‘bring at length. to'.the birth the offspring
which T have conceived, and to give, in a pro-
‘pitious hour, to public view, such works “as,’
however dévoid of genius or learning, may.
" attest at least the industry of their author./
To.convince you that the latter admits of no
remission, I have, by assiduous and' inteiise
application, attained to the knowledge of the
Hebrew and Chaldaic languages, and am. at
present struggling with.the difficulties of the.
Ardbie.« Such are the achievements which L1
hav¢ ever thonght, and still' think worthyy,
of the ambition of a nobleman; though the
. expression may contain as much satire as
truth.”* '

* Greswell's Life of Picus of Mirinduls, page 222, Ihave
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Not only, according to the accounts of all
his biographers, was this remarkable iman ¢n>
dowed with a very rapid perception in:mat-
ters of séience, but the powers of his memory
may furnish a proof of what has been already
remarked, —the uncommon perfeétion, ‘to
which the -course of studies pursued by the
learned in this age, conducted this pliable fa-
gulty. At the age of fourteen, he had made’
himself master of the canon law, and compod
$ed, in the prosecition of his legal studied, an
abridgement. of its doctrines, with so much
skill and precision, that it was esteemed an:-
excellent work by the ablest lawyers of the
tinies. Like Crichton, Picus next determi~
ned to visit the most celebrated universities:
in France and Italy; and, in the course'ibf:
these . learned peregrinations, which .conti-t
nued for seven years, he had so deeply profit-
ed by the instructions he received, and the
discussions he held with the most celebrated
scholars of the age, that, before he had yet
reached manhood, he was considered one of

4

0

made use of Mr Greswell's excellent translation of this part of
Picus’ Epistle. ‘
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the most eminent philosophers, and most-ac-
complished scholars of his age.

t He had also, .at ia very early period of his.
studies, dedicated his attention to poetry; and
composed five books of Latin elegies, with a
variety of Italian verses all of which, after his
mind had received a more serious turn, he -
destroyed ; conceiving them inconsistent with
the. resolution he had then taken, of devoting
himself entirely to sacred studies.* It is a
remarkable circumstance, that an extent of
knowledge, so varied and wonderful, provo-
ked his enemies' and detractors to represent:
his acquisitions as the result of an intercourse
with deemons, and openly to accuse him*of
magic; an accusation which he thought him-
self called" upon to refute, by composing ai
treatise to ridicule the study of judicial astro-
logy.#1 In the history of this extraordinary

* There remains, however, one poetical production of Picus,
"preserved in a Commentary on the Fifteenth Psalm, which is
besutiful, and well worth preservation. It is to be found in his
‘Works, p. 339, and is entitled, * Joannis Pici Mirandule De-
precatoria ad Deum.” It is printed also in the Delitie Poeta-
mam Italorum, vol. IL. p. 201,
.+ This treatise is entitled, * Joannis Pici Mirandule Con~
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man, there are some coincidences with the
accounts which have been given of the ta-
lents and disputations of Crichton, which
are well worthy of observation. After having
perfected himself by a long course of severe
labour, in the different departments of classi-
cal, as well as oriental knowledge, and pur-
sued the study of philosophy, in all the va-!
rious senses, which; according to the lan-!
guage of the schools, this comprehensive L
term then embraced, Picus repaired to Rore '
for the purpose of holding that public and s6-!4
lemn disputation, to a preparation for which,'!
he had devoted the greatest portion of 'his"
lifé. And on arriving theré, he publishtd the ’
following challenge¢, which was followed by''
the various conclusions he had engaged to de-"
fend.* It will be found to resemble strongly

cordie Comitis Disputationum in Astrologiam ;” and prefixed
to it is a dedication, by his nephew, John Francis Picus, of Mi-
randula, to the lovers of truth, who are called upon, i strong
and energetic language, to rejoice in the destruction of the ab-
surd and impious system of judicjal astrology, by the. publica-
tion of the work of Picus. *
* That Picus was not a mere scholar, but a man who possess=

ed a boldness and originality of thought, which was very re.’
markable for the times in which he lived, is evident, from many
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fhe'Prolg'ramma"of Crichton, preserved in the
Dedication of Aldus.

“ Jokn Picus, Prince of Mirandula—T0
v the é’eader.—;—
« John Picus, of Mirandula, will dispute.
upon, the under-written nine hundred ques-
tions in dialectigg, morals, physics, mathema-
tics, metaphysics, theology, magic, and cabal-
ism: He will argue on the opinions of the
wise men amongst the Chaldees, the Arabians,
the Hebrews, the Greeks, the Egyptians, and
the Latins. In these disputations he will
not confine himself to the classical elegance
of the Roman language, but will imitate that
species of colloquial dialect which is in use
amongst the most celebrated Parisian doc-

.of the conclusions which he undertook to defend, and which,
from the free and liberal spirit in which they are conceived,
might have done honour to the later age of Luther. For in-
stance, one of his conclusions on the subject of the freedom of
individual opinion, is this :— Sicut nullus precise sic opina-
tur, quia vult sic opinari, ita nullus credit sic esse verum quia
vultsic credere ;” from which he deduces the following corollary:
(Apologia, p. 148.)—¢ Non est in libera potestate hominis cre-
dere articulum fidei esse verum, quando sibi placet, et credere
eum non esse verum, quando sibi placet.”—Sce GRESWELL’S
L%fe of Picus. x
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tors; because it is;this'whichi is employediby
3ll the philosophers of the time,*, [y .2
o1'Nor was this the only, coingidence between
"the literary, exploits of Picusiand Crighton.
There is reason to believe, that Crichton(w3s _
-assailed jat; Rome by those pasqulnad,esmnd
(Witticisms, under’ which; ighorance; and, jea-
Jousy so commonly icarry, oy their petty war-
fare against real talent ;; and we knbty, that
,Tra;an Boccalini has satirized Jmm 1mb1’oad
;anG scurrilous terms, in his, Ragguagliydel
Parnaso. { | In like manner, Picus avag| first
.attacked, by a variety of lampoons.mhose au-
thors affected ta ridicule his literary: pretén-
js'ons 3 ;and was afterwards accused 1of insert-
ing, amongst the  theses hé iwas to!defend,

* e adscriptis numero noningentis dialecticis; moralibus,
. msicis, mathematicis, metaphysicis, theologicis, magicis| qa-
sticis, cum suis, tum Sapientum, Chaldeorum,,Arabum,
“Hebreorum, Grecorum, ZEgyptiorum, Latinorumque, placitis,
4disputabit publice Joannes Picus Mirandulanus, Concordie Co-
}mes In quibus recitandis- non, Romane lingue nitorem, sed ce-
Jebratissimorum Parisiensium disputatorum dicendi genus est
| mifatus ; propterea, quod eo nostri temporis philosophi plel’ique
_omnes utuntur. "
_+ Rsgguagli d¢l Parnaso, Advertisement XL. The passage
<frorn Boccalini will be fonnd in the Appendix; No. xvin i
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opihiond of & heretical ‘tendeffcy 3—an accu
sation which compelled him to.abandon al-
together ‘the- desigh of throwing down’the
gauntletl to- the vhilosonhers and literati of
»'I'talyf.‘"fd e
}iuThere icannot easily be imagined ld more
«conclusive corroboration of the remarks which
-were made on the condition of: the literattire
fand philosophy'-of the times, and the petish-
fablée'nature of the obligations bestowed upon
Iscience by some of the most eminent scholats
tof these dges;-than'is to be found in the His-
-tory of the Life and Writings of the accom-
-plished ' Prince -of Mirandula.! He was, aé-
cording'to the united testimony of- the: moest
Jearned men of his time, a prodigy in literary
and scientific acquirements ; in the words of
" Scaliger, “ the pheenix of his age, the delight
of the muses, the favourite pupil of philoso-
_phy;” yet the name of Picus is now nearl}r
forgotten, and his works have long ago pass-
ed into oblivion. This, however, is in a great
, degiee to be ascribed to his having devoted
» himself to the vain and extraordinary task: of
illustrating the most mystic and unintglli'g‘i-
ble parts of the. Platonic philosophy, .by~the
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saéFéd"wﬁtin'gs‘ of Moses! Picué;s‘.~chall‘enge1
to’the world of science was publishéd at thes
agfe bf twenty-four. He-died in’ his' thirtyi!
setond year.

It would be easy to adduce‘a great many
othét examples, which prove, that, in this age.
of énthusiastic study, there were several emis
nent men who nearly equalled,'and, in some!
points, really surpassed, the extraordinary and:
uhiversal talents of Crichton ; and that a'x‘lyz
argument, therefore, founded on the assertion
that the narrative of his biographers is incre-
dible, and impossible to be true, is not en-
tltled to respect.

' We know that Politian, the friend of Lo-
vénzo de Medici, and the master of Leo X.,
at a much earlier age than that in which
Crichton distinguished himself, liad attain.
ed to distinguished poetical eminence. Fis
« Stanze per la Giostra di Giuliano de, Me-
dici,” were written before the authot com-
pleted his fourteenth year; and yet this poem
is considered, by one of tle most distingnish-
ed of the Italian critics, Tiraboschi,, as not on-
ly entitled to the highest praise for the beau.
ty. of its poetry, but as having formed an im-
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porta.n'; #ra in the history of Jtalian Versiﬁ‘cg.-a
tion. , * It is matter of astonishment,” gay$,
this- writer, “ that, at a time when those, who,
had been longest exercised in the practice of
Italian versification could not divest them-
selves of their, antiquated rusticity,,a youths
ful poet, who had scarce begun, to touch,the,
lyre, should be able to leave them, so far bey
hind.}* In his eighteenth year, Politian.comy
posed his tragedy. of Orfeo.” This dramatig
piece was written. in the year 1472, andl i

* Mr Roscoe, in his Life of Ldrenzo de Medici, in speakinig
of Politian’s poem on the Jousting of Giuliano de Medici, and
comparing it with some other productions of that time, obderves,
f The poem of Politian is of a very different character,. and,
thongh produced about the same period, is & century posterior
in point of refinement. The age of Politian, when he wrote it,
scarcely exceeded fourteen .years ; and it must not be denied;
. that the poemn bears upon the face of it the marks of Juvemlxty 3
but what & manhood does it promise? From such an early exu=
berance of blossom, what fruits might we ot expect ? The get
neral approbation with which it was received, must have been
very flattering both to the poet and the hero. Nor has postenty
appesled from the decision ; on the contrary, it has been gens-
rally allowed, that this was one of the earliest productions in the
revival of letters that breathed the true spirit of poetry, and that
it not only far excelled the Giostra of Pulei, but essendally don-
tributed towards the establishment of a better taste in Italys—

See also Tiraboschi, Storia dell. Liter. Ital., Vol. II, p. 211. of
Mathias’ edit.
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e¢ominonly believed o have been Jthe earliest
1httempt towards the composition of a regular
>pastoral drama which is known in the history
sof Italian literature. In introducing into his
drama of Orfeo that bold and irregular mea-
‘suré known by the name of the Tuscan Dy-
thyrambic, Politian has asserted his title to
thée appellation of a poet, not in its. most com-
mon and inferior sense, but in its higher.and
rorigirial meaning, as a creator of 4 hew style
‘6f poetry, borrowed from the Greek, and un-
'known, - before his time, alike by the ‘Latin
and the Italian poets.* But perhaps the most
striking proof of the great powers of-applica-
t.on, and astonishing fucility of ecomposition,
lwhich were united in this sihgalar man, id to
be found in the circumstance, ‘that his tra-
gedy was composed in the course of two days,
amid’ the festivities and distractions of ‘the

* “ 11 Ditirambo e un componimento Lirico mescolata d'ogni
sorta di versi e di metri, e repieno di stranissime frasi e locu~
:afomi. * * Egli per quanto noi stimiamo non primo del tempo
d’Angela Politiano espito dalla Grecia (hon sappiamo che fusse
in uso appo i Latini) nella Toscano, come abbiam detto nella
mostra historix~~Crescembini all. Istoria dellx Poesia Haliana,
: Mathiay’ edits Vol i1, p. ¥8.-
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teourt of Mantua, ¢ Le fabula di Orfeo,”says
1Politian,' inia letten to, Cardinal ;Canale,s% Ja
vquale] alrequisiziané del nostro reveréndissimo
2iCardinale Mantuanoy in tempa di duo; giorns,
-stntra dontinii tumilts, in stilo volgare, perche
~ddgh, spettutore fusse meglio intesa, avevo com-
oipostas”
-sn0 Thisueminent,man, who,deserves. to:be
hxeckoned one,'of the principal rrestorers;.of
slclassical literature,in. Europe, . was, born, at
~:Monte, Pulciano in,Tuscany, on -theil4th
Julyii3434, and died at[Florence, incthe
1494)1 atirthe yageiof forty-five, |« I imust.
confess,” says Erasmus, in speaking of Poli-
tian,u fithat. I regard this Angelo,as having
been.endowed with a mind that truly.de-
serves-ta be. called angelica He was a-rare
nfiracle in the works of nature ; and to:what-
‘ever species of composition, he directed his
attention, proved his title to that appella-
tion.” ¢

. 4 ® Greswell's Lifs of Politian, p- 21. I am chiefly indebted
“to this suthor for the sketch I have given of the literary Iabours
of this eminent Italian.
" 4 f¢ Fateor Angelum prorsus angelica fuisse mente rarii i~
ture mirsculum, ad quodcunque scripti genus applicarét anix
mum,”=—Erasmus in Ciceron.
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e It has been before observed, that, ifi a short| -
mémoir ‘of Crichton preserved in Hay’s ma-)
nuscript collection, it is stated, that he was a,
great admirer -of Mazzonius. /L had mot-ati
this time discovered, that, in Tmperialis’s Lifes
of Mazzoni, there was a particular: passaget
relative to a controversy between Crichtons
and. this celebrated professor ; and-as it ist
there expressly stated that Crichton was:
forced to acknowledge himself defeated, 1t|
is evident, that, in weighing the testlmonyu
- of Imperialis, this is a passage of much ime
portance. It produces upon his evidence ex|
actly the same effect as Dempster’s accusa+
tion of Crichton regarding his descent from
the royal family of Scotland, was remarked to
have upon the account which that author has
given of his extraordinary attainments,. Tt
proves that Imperialis had no premeditated
_design of indiscriminately "eulogizing our,
countryman ; that he had no desire to con-
ceal his defects, and only to proclaim his
victories ; and that, as his testimony was im-
partial, his praises must liave been sincere.
'The sentence is as follows :—* Amongst those
who disputed at Venice upon the deepest
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points of, science with- that miracle of -genius
Crichton 'the- Scotsman,; Mazzonius ;was ithe:
only. man who was impelled, by his own feels
ings}ito énter voluntarily into a contest. ; He.
appeared at a feast given for this purpose by?
thenobility, ‘and thrice encountered Crich-"
ton-3/who (as I learn from the testimony of
many who bore witness to the event) was so.
overwhelmed by:the supernatural :copious-:
ness iand unexampled subtilty of his argu-’
ments, that he was compelled at last warily
tordecline. the contest, declaring, that he had.
been accustomed to devote himself rather to
the. profession of arms, than to the cultivation -
of sciénce.”

4
.

] )
¢ Inter omnes qui, Venetiis, cum Scoto illo, Critonio, in-

geniz-um hiraculo, de scientiarum apicibus disceptarunt, unus,
forte animi gratia eo appulsus, extitit Mazzonius: qui, in nobiy
lorum conviviis consulto initis accersitus, ternum cum illo acer-
rini& disputationis congressum subivit ; at eo, multis ingenuer
testaptibus, eventu, ut Critonius, divina illius argumentorumn
copia et inusitata subtilitate obrutus, tandem se conflictui cal-
lide Bubtrahere sit coactus, dictitans aymorum se wmagis quam
scientiarum studip profiteri.”—Imperialis Museum Hist. p. 237.
None of the biographers of Crichton have taken notice of this
circumstance, his being encountered end defeated, in:dispu-
tation, by Mazzonius. Indeed, Dr Black goes so far as to regret
th:;t they never met.—Appendix to Life of Tasso, Vol II. P
432. )
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i "Now, we before: observed ' that,r although
vin-thé combination of abstrusefand idifficult
learning ' with the more attractive and :ele-
gant accomplishments, there appear’ to have
been none who were in any degree -equal
to Crichton ; still, in some particilar points,
‘he has been surpassed by other eminent per-
sons of his own time. The sibgular powers
in disputation, possessed by Mazzonius,” and
' this express testimony of his having defeated
1Crichton, afford a/confirmation of this.mre-
'mark. Mazzoni was himself 2 most rematk-
able man ; and, if we may believe the charéc-
«ter ascribed to him by the intelligent historian
of literature, Morhoff, it was more: honour to
» Crichton to have sustained 4 controversy with
him, than to have defeated his other.oppo-
'nents,. ¢ James Mazzoni,” says this duthor,
4a philosoplier who ‘was ready to engage in
every species of literary controversyy 'was
truly a prodigy amongst men. ' He wis a
most ready and indefatigable controversialist ;
a$ is proved by his publication of five'thou-
- sand, one hundred, and ninety:séven tenets of
_Aristotle and Plato, which he undertook to
defend against the attacks of all the learned
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men who ventured toimpugn them. When it
was objécted against him, that he had never,
taken the.degree of doctor, which usually re-
«quires a seven years’ course of study, he de-
manded only six months to prepare himself';
at the end of which time, to the astonishment
of all, he replied to every question which was
proposed to him.” ¥

Mazzoni was born in the 1548, and became
successively Professor of Philosophy i n Cese-
na, in Pisa, and at Rome. He died n the
1598, at the age of forty.nine. It would not
be easy'to point out a stronger, or more per-
tinent illustration, of the singular perfection
to which the constant study of the phitoso-
phy of Aristotle, and the other ‘branches of
what was then termed theological and phy-
sical philosophy, had brought the faculty of
memory than we find in the history of Maz-
zonius. Erythraeus, in his amusing “ Pinaco-
theca,” when speaking of his great talent for
disputation, confirms this remark s— Nor,
indeed,” says he, * ought such a talent, to be
considered as incredible in him, since there

- o I et

* Morhoff, Vol. II. Book Y. Cap: i, § ¥9.
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was scarcely any literary work which he had:
not read, and nothing read which he had not!
retained in his memory, from'which, asfrom/
a'storehouse, he selected different facts, asoc-
casion required, and placed each int their 'res
spective and appropriate places.”™

It would be an-easy-task to submit many:
other illustrations on this subject, drawn from
the history of literature, in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, were not the -examples
already given. of Mirandula, ]?oli’ci,an,‘(alll’yi7
‘Mazzonius, of themselves, sufficient” for the:
purpose of argument. A remarkable instance|
is to be found in that young man, who,iin,
thefyear 1445, astonished the College of Na-
varre, by an exhibition of talents very i«
milar to Crichton’s ; 1 the story of whosé ex:'

# « Neque id incredibile videri debuit in eo, cui nil uspiam
consignatum est literis, quod non legisset ; nil legisset, quod
comprehensum miemoria non contineret ; unde, tanquax ,ex
promptuario aliquo, cum esset opus, singula proferret, et sao
queeqie, loco collocaret.” We have not only the testimony, of
Erythreeus on this subject ; the extraordinary memory of Maz»
zoni is still more particularly insisted on in a letter of Camilld
Paleotti, to be found in his Latinii Epist. p. 854, 361. It will
be found quoted in Tireboschi, Book II. vol. VII. p. 439.

+ Some account of this youth will be found in the Appendix.
No, XIX. ’
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E -

Ploifs.is récorded. in Pasquier’s Researches.,
-Ircould add the mames of Barratier, Manetti,,
Cherubini,* and,Marchisetti ;t and, coming. -
from. Italy to our own country, I might dwell,
on-the remarkable instances of Mark Ale*{an-
der Boyd, and of Dempster. I might advert
to,the philosophic and literary history of

¢ * Alexander Cherubini was botn of a literars family. -His fas
ther, Laertius Cherubinus, was a celebrated lawyer, who had
collected the Consuetudines Pontificum, formerly undigested,
and dispersed through various channels, into a single volume,
Erythreus has left a Life, or rather an Eloge of Cherubini, in
his Pinacotheca, which; like many other biographical sketches
of the Butiie author, is more conspicuous for the elegance of its
language, than for the curiosity or interest of the facts which it
contains. Cherubini is described by him 2s a man of universal
genius, &3 a scholar and philosopher, nearly deserving the same;
rank as Picus of Mirandula, but oppressed by poverty, and
compelled to remain in neglect and obscurity, from the want of
friends and money.,

+ Marchisetti’s attainments, as a boy, were almost incredible ;
but. he turned out to be one of those forward plants which shoot,
with early luxuriancy, into leaves, and disappoint us of fruit.
His life is shortly written by Erythreus, in his Pinacotheca, p.
128, who affirms of him, as has been elsewhere said of our Gray,
that he never was & boy. “ Nunquam fuit ille ingenio puer ;
statim & prineipio senex.® At the age of thirteen, he is said to
Jhave made himself master of the whole philosophy of Aristotle ;
and at fifteen, published a work, containing two thousand theow
logical questions, which he undertook.to defend, according to
the manner of those times, against all who appeared to attack
them, in a public exhibition, which was to last for three days.
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Frante, and there find the eminent examples
of Voltaire.and Pascal ;* or, turning to Hol-
land,: cite the instance of Grotius; whose
“ Adamus Exul” was composed. at the age of
“eighteen ; and of the learned Anna Maria
Schurmann,t who; from her earliest years, d_is:

* In a Life of Pascal which appeared in the Christian Obser:
wér, an able and eloquent piece of biography, there will be found
many -other instances of early abilities which expanded land
strengthened into confirmed genius; Leibnitz, Melancthoti,
‘Father Maignan, and Mr Petit the elder, are among these ex-
amples.

" $ Anna Maria Schurmann was born in 1607,-and exhibited
wearly marks of a remarkable genius. A the age of ten, she bé-
«<ame 4 proficient in the fine arts, and distinguished hersélf by
ther ptoducnom in music, painting, sculpture, and éngraving.
|She'afterwards applied herself to-the study of 'the .learned lan=
guages, and to the cultivation of astronomy and philosophy, iu
all of which she made a most remarkable progress. 1have before
me a duodecimo volume of her works, containing & little treatise,

De vite termino ; a dissertation, An Feerhine Christiane con-
venit studinm ljterarum ; or, as we may translate it in modern
fashionable phraseology, on the Expediency of Christian Ladies
becoming Blue-Stockings ; A Collection of Lettérs to the most
eminent Scholars of her Time, in French and Latin, Greek and

Hebrew ; with a variety of short Latin Poems, many of which
possese merit, though not much originality in the thoughts, and
ost of them eonsiderable elegance of étpression. At the end of
 this little Yolume, are to be found an infinite variety of elogia, by
the most eminent scholars of the age ; by Sehinasius, Gruterus,
Heinsius, Balzac, and many other eminent men. The following
passage from Salmasius, oontains the best and most comprehen-
sive description of the acquirements of this extreordinary wo-



LIFE OF CRICHTON! 207

tinguijshed for the universality of her talents}
attained,” before the middle period of life,” to
amérudition which has exhausted the praised
‘bf the most learned authors of her age.

man :—° There may be seen, in this city, at the distance of a
single day’s journey from this place, & young woman, .of noble
family, who is equal to Hippias, in every art and accomplish-
ment) and this/is 80 much the more remarkable, becguse it
marely bappens that.we see so wonderful a fertllxty of genias,
%nd so gstonishing a combination of excellence in the arts,, in
the|female sex. * * She alone, in her single person; possesses
all the accomplishments which the mind can conceive, «or the
hand can execute. She paints in an unrivalled manner; she
fengraves ; and, :with equal excellence, she models in wax} in
-brassj.and in wood., In needle-work, and in all accomplish~
mients and .acquirements' which are more peculiarly feminine,
she can challenge and overcome all examples; both of the women
-of antiquity, and of her own times. She is so excellently skilled
rin all sorts of learning, that one cannot. determine in, which she
most: excels. She has acquired so many languages, that, not
.content with the European tongues; she has applied herself to
~the study of the oriental languages, snd has now added & know-
-ledge of the Hebrew; the Arabic, and the Syriac, to those which
-she before possessed. She writes in Latin so admirably, that
,she is hot surpessed, in elegance, by those authors who have de-~
|dicated their lives to the acquisition of this accomplishment.
s+Her, letters in Freuch, are scarcely surpassed by thoss of Bal-
taac. She is as much at ease in, the use of the more modern
languages of Europe, as those to whom they are vernacular.
\She is able to correspond with the Jewish literati in Hebrew;
with the Saracens, in Arabic ; nay, she discoursgs on the most
abstruse and difficult sciences, on theology, and the scholastic
- philosophy, in such & manner as to creatp in all, the same asto-
nishment which arises on the appearance of a miracle. , Nove
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In the- literavy history ‘of Spain, there is
an instance of still more singular precocity,
in that Justly celebrated, and most fortunate
of all authors, Lopez de Vega. He is said
to have written verses at five years old, and
at eleven to have been remarkable for his
progress in the Latin language, and in the
sister studies of rhetoric, eloquence, and poe-
try. Tasso, at seven, recited poems and ora-
tions. His Rinaldo, unquestionably, was
writtén at the age of eighteen. Pope had
composed an epic poem at twelve. The his-
tory of the jurisprudence of our own country

attempt to emulate her, because her talents are beyond all hope
of imitation ; none to envy her, because she is herself so fas
above all envy.”

The future history of this remarkable woman is singular.
She had early manifested very deep religious feelings, but
these soon appear to have changed into a kind of unsound and
overheated enthusiasm. She became acquainted with the licen~
tious and hypocritical Labadie,—attached herself to the sect
which he had formed,~embraced his doctrines, and accompa~
nied him wherever he went, until the period of his death, in
1674. Maria Schurmann then retired to Fresland, where she
died in 1678, at the age of seventy-one. There is a curious ac-
count of a visit paid tp her by the Queen of Poland, in a work,
entitled,  Histoire de Voyage de la Reyne de Pologne,” par
Jean le Laboureur. Printed at Paris, in 1648 ; from which an
extract is to be found in the Works of Maria Schurmann, above
quoted.
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will also furnish us with an e*carnﬁie of "uni-
common power and prematurity of talent, in
- the instance of one of the greatest lawyers who -
-ever pre31ded in our cou_rt,—the President,
Viscount Stair ;* who, when in the army, and
avery young man, appeared at Glasgow Col-
lege, 4 éandidate for the chair of Phllosophy,
and publicly contended, in his regimentals,
with the grave and sable-gowned doctors who
weré his competitors. The result of this trial
forms a very striking feature in the history .
of this' eminent lawyer. The young soldier
was preferred, before all his opponents, to
the vacant chair; a situation which demand-

ed, at this time, more various and difficult
gy

. * Upon the solicitation of some of the Professors in the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, of his old acquaintance, a Martis ad IMusam
yum castra treductus fuit, (to use his own phrpse), he stood a
candidate, in buff and scarlet, at a comparative trial for a chair
of philosophy, then vacant there; to which he was preferred,
with great applause, though he kept his company a considerable
time after.—Preface to Forbes’ Journal, p. 30. Having become
obnoxious to the government of James the Second, Lord Stair
retired to Holland in the 1682, and there printed an Institute
of Experimental Philosophy in the 1686, the same year in which
the Newtonian philosophy was first published in England. It
is entitled, * Physiologia Nova Experimentalis, in qua generales,
notiones Aristotelis, Epicuri, et Cartesii, supplentur, errores de=
teguntur et emendantur.”

o
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qualifications than are at present required in
the same situation.

In the science of musie, two masters, whose
names rank high in the annals of this charm-
ing art, were as remarkable for the precocity
of their powers as for. the excellence of their
compositions ; I mean Haydn and Mozart.
Surely we ought not to rely on that common
and hackneyed argument, that an early dis-
play of genius forebodes a future weakness,
when we find this remarkable prematurity
connected with that master mind which was
afterwards to conceive and embody so great
a work as the Oratorio of the Creation. And
‘the truth of this observation is yet more

strongly corroborated by the history of the
early years, and of the subsequent splendid

career of Mozart.

Leaving these instances of early genius,
let us attend for a few moments to the ac-
count given of the abilities of Crichton, as
an improvisatore ; for this certainly, to one
unacquainted with the literary annals of Ita-
ly at this period, and aware of the exceed-
ing difficulty of versification, appears, per-
haps, more incredible than any other part of
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his history. It was already observed, that,
on his first public appearance at Padua,
Crichton opened the assembly by an extem-
poraneous poem, which he recited with un-
common ease and eloquence, in praise of the
city, the university, and the learned audience,
who had met to receive him; and that, af-
ter his disputations with Arcangelus Mer-
cenarius, and the other antagonists who had
entered the field, he concluded the whole by
delivering an extemporaneous poem in praise
of ignorance, so exceedin.gly ingenious, wit-
ty, and elegant, that his hearers were asto-
nished and delighted. We know also that he
undertook,-in his second public appearance’ at
Mantua, to extemporise upon any subject, in
a hundred different kinds of verse.

When these facts are presented to the
mind, there is, at first, it must be allowed, a
kind of natural recoil from them :—they are
pronounced to be impossible. But, when we
pause upon them—when due consideration
is given to the uncommon natural powers,
_and facility of versification, with which many
have been endowed,—when we acquaint our-
selves with the principles on which the im-
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provement of these powers depend, and the
perfection to which this improvisatorial art
was at this time conducted in Ttaly,—it will
be found that much higher talents for ex-
temporaneous versification than those here
attributed to Crichton, were not only not in-
credibl.e, but of common occurrence in the
country where Crichton concluded his ca-
reer. Of this style of poetical composition,
and those who have excelled in it, Tira-
boschi has given spme very curious and in.
teresting details. The most celebrated per-
son whom he describes, is an improvisatore
in Latin poetry, of the name of Andrea Ma-
rone, who died at Rome, in the:year 1527.
« Jovius,” says Tiraboschi, “ Geraldi, Vale-
riano, and all the writers of these times, who
had themselves known and heard him, tell the
most wonderful stories of the facility which
he possessed of speaking extemporaneous La-
tin verses on any subject which was pro-
posed to him. At the sound of the violin,
which he himself played, he began to. ver-
sify ; and the more he advanced, the more did
he appear to improve in eloquence, in ease,

in ardour, and in elegance. The sparkling of
4
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his eyes, the sweat which poured down his
cheeks, the swelling of his veins, gave the
‘'stamp of reality to the fire which seemed to
burn within him, and held his audience in
suspense and astonishment. They could not
but imagine that Marone delivered premedi-
tated verses.”

" Marone, after being held in the highest
esteem in the court of Leo the Tenth, who,
with a princely encouragement of talent, re
warded his abilities by the gift of a benefice
in the diocese of Capua, fell into neglect and
misfortune under the pontificate of Clement
-the Seventh; and partly through his own
-imprudencies, and partly owing to the dis
turbed state of Rome at this period, was gra-
dually stript of his whole fortune, and redu.
ced to that condition of extreme wretched-
ness and poverty in which he died.

In addition to this example of Marone,
the names of Aurelio, Brandolini, Camillo,
and Querno, might be mentioned as impro-
visafori in Latin verse; and in Italian, of
Luigi Alamanni, Giovanni Battista Strozzi,
Nicolo Franciotti, Oesare da Fano, with many
others, particularized in the literary annals
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of Tiraboschi. To dwell on these instances,
would be superfluous and impertinent ; but
I cannot resist here bringing in the name of
Cardinal Silvio Antoniano,* who, not only in
this remarkable talent for improvisatorial ver-
sification, but in his early progress in other
branches of literature, affords an interesting
example in illustration of the argument in
this second part of our critical examination.
It has, lastly, been attempted to destroy
the ‘eminence which his biographers have
awarded to Crichton, by asserting that his
verses possess no poetical merit, and are full
of false quantities. Dr Kippis, with the as-
sistance of a friend, whose criticisms are ex-

* Silvio was born at Rome, in the 1540 ; and, having given
proofs of very singular talents when quite a boy, was adopted
and educated by the Cardinal Otho Trucses. At the age of
fifteen, he had made uncommon progress in the Latin and
Greek languages ; and, at eighteen, he composed some of those
orations which he afterwards published, and which are so high-
1y eulogized by Ricci, in his Letters. So much eminence had
Silvio acquired by that extensive erudition which he united
to his talents for poetical composition, that, on the accession of
Pius IV. to the pontificate, he was by this Pope immedidtely in-
vited to Rome, and appointed preceptor to the young Cardinal
Borromeo. The remainder of higlife, he dedicated entirely to
sacred studies. He was raised to the purple in 1598, and died
at the age of 63.
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tremely fastidious, attempts to point out va-
rious errors’in support of this concluding ac-
cusation.”

The consideration of the first argument
against Crichton, involving the examination
of the credibility of his biographers, was a
proper subject for strict and positive reason-
ing. So also was the second argument against
him, as to the impossible and incredible nature
of his endowments. But this third argument
embraces principally a question of taste,—a
question which depends on our own particu-
lar feelings of poetical beauty, compared with'
those.of Dr Kippis and his friend. As these
feelings differ, Crichton’s verses may appear
beautiful to one person, and devoid of poeti-
cal merit to another. The standard of ex-
cellence may, in our minds, be different from
that which must measure the Pproductions of
fancy in the mind of another person: and
as, on a point like this, we cannot pretend
by reasoning to convince, all that can be
done is, to leave the decision of the question
to the individual taste of the reader; and,
should the general opinion be against the
poems which we admire, to lament, in the
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words of the Clown to Audrey, « that the
gods have not made us poetical.”

Several of the smaller poems of Crichton,
more p.;rticularly his Odes, . possess high
poetical merit: The Ode to Lorenzo Massa
is a very beautiful example of lyrical com-
position, nor do any of these relics of early
genius deserve for a moment the unquali-
fied censure pronounced upon them by Dr
Kippis. In regard to the false quantities,
the few and trivial errors which have been
discovered in Crichton’s poetical pieces must,
from their nature, and from the incorrect
and indccurate edition from which these
poems are taken, be nothing else than typo-
graphical blunders. Indeed, the only seris
ous accusation which has been advaneed of
his having employed ungrammatical or inele-
gant constructidns, has no foundation, but in
the ionorance of its author : * so that the ar-

¥ This may easily be proved by comparing Kippi&' Criticisma
on the two Odes of Crichton, the firsf, addressed to John Dona~
ti, and the second to Lorenzo Massay with the Odes themselves
as printed in Aldus. This Aldine Cicero is, perhaps, of all tlie
*publications which issued from this press, the most thickly sown
with typographical blunders. In the Ode to Massa, fove is evie
dently a typographical error for_five, and aut for et Te, in the
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gument against the authenticity of Crichton’s
story, drawn from an examination of the po.

last staniza but one, instead of being thrust in to fill up the verse,
is very elegantly used to add energy to the idea. The same taste
might quarrel, on the same ground, with the well-known beaii«
tiful line of Virgil~

# e, duleis conjux, te solo in littore secum,
¢ Te, veniente die, te, decedente, canebat.”

The last line of the Ode to Lorenzo Massa is next affirmed to
be unintelligible. It becomes, however, perfectly clear when wé
attend to the peculiar circumstance in the history of Ctichton,
which is aliuded to by Aldus in his dedication—that he left his
country  ob Catholice fidei ardorem.”

Thete is rio doubt, that, in the fourth stanza, the line

é Vellem nec Indos, interve Syrtes,”

has a syllable £o0 miuch ; but this error evidehtly arises from that"
which so frequently happens, an improper transposition of the
printer ; for, keeping the samie words, and reading, * Vellem
Indos, nec interve Syrtes,” the objectionable Jine becomes cor
réct. The truth is, that this Ode to Massa, so far from desers
ving the censure of Kippis, who would have us believe that it
possesses 110 poetical merit whatever, is, on the contrary, a very
perfect specimen of lyric talent, and has been pronounced to be
« gingularly beautiful” by a scholar, * from the decision of
whose classical taste,” says Dr Black, ¢ few will be inclined to
appeal.” '
In the Ode to Joannes Ponatus, it is certainly true that the
line “ Rursus invoco furefis” is out of all shape. Here a syl-
loble is plainly omitted by the inaccuracy of the Aldine press,
which candour might easily have supposed to have been thus :

¢ Nunc rursus tnvoco furens.”
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etical pieces which he has left, is susceptible
of very easy refutation.

We began this piece of critical biography
by enumerating the three ‘great methods by

Itheeus, which is noticed by Kippis as a mistake in quantity, is
evidently, as he himself suggests, an error for Ithacus, as Apol-
lineri is for Apollinis. We come lastly to the line,

¢ Labore desisto gravi ;”

upon which the observations of Dr Kippis evince a considerable
ignorance of poetical language and composition. * In prose,”
says he,  there should be ¢ a labore.’'—Quere. May a be omit«
ted in verse?” Now it is commonly known, that Desistb is
used by the best authors without the preposition ; and that, both
in prose and verse. We find Livy, in his 24th Book and se-
cond chapter, using the expression ¢ desistere incepto,” and
Virgil, in his 1st Book, 87th line, etmploying the same expres-
sion—>* Me ne incepto desistcre victam ;” and Eiccro, in the
constant use of the same phrase. Tor instance, in the De Offi-
ciis—*. Cum sint docti a peritis, desistunt facile sententia.”
And again, in the some treatise, we have ¢ desistere pugna ;”
in his Epistles, ¢ desistere causa ;” in his Academic Qusstions,
¢ desistere sententia.”

Camsar also, in his 5th-Book, De Bello Gallico, 11 cap. repeats
a like comstruction—°¢ desistere itinere.” 'The observation,
therefore, of Dr Xippis, and the unknown critic who hes at-
tacked the prosody and endeavoured to expose the errors of
Crichton’s poetical pieces, that in prose ‘¢ desistere” must be
coupled with the preposition, is contradicteq by the practice of
the best writers of Latin prose ; and his additional quere as to
its omission in verse, evinces an ignorance of the works and the
language of the most eminent Latin poets. I am indebted for
these remarks to some MS. notes on Crichton’s poetry, preserved
amongst the papers of my late father.
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which the posthumous celebrity of the Ad-
mirable Crichton had been attacked. These
_were, by impeaching the authority of his bio-
graphers, by insisting on the incredible nature
of the talents ascribed to him, and by asser-
tions that his poetical remains are devoid of
talent and genius. The examination of these
three methods of attack is now finished. We
have endeavoured to prove that the various
biographers, through whom the accounts of
Crichton’s abilities have been transmitted,
are entitled to credit. What may be called
the poetical part ofs the argument, because
it includes the examination of Crichton’s
poetry, has been dismissed with a very few
observations. It is a matter of opinion and
taste, not fitted for reasoning or illustration.
The only remaining argument, founded on
the allegation that Crichton’s exploits, as re-
lated by his biographers, are impossible-to be
believed, has, it is hoped, been shewn to be
unworthy of any serious credit. From the
state of scien¢e and literature at this period,
in Scotland and in Italy, where Crichton com-
menced and perfected his education, any
man, .possessing, as he did, uncommon ta-
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lenifs, and enjoying the advantages of an edu.
cation under the most eminent masters of the
times, must have arrived at very high ex-
cellence, while, at the same time, this pro-
gress did not, owing to the very nature of
these studies, imply the possession of so rare
and transcendent a genius as it would be un-
natural or incredible to find in so young a
man. The possession of such early eminence
in the dead languages, of so wonderful a me-
mory, and so singular a talent for disputation,
is not incredible, becauise the same is to be
found in Picus Mirandula, Politian, and Maz-
zonius.* The possession of such rare talents
at sb early an age, is not to be construed into
an argument against maturer excellence ; and
-we are not to be told, that this precocity in
youth forebodes a failure of the intellectual

* In the instances of universal erudition which I have cited,
I purposely confined myself to examples of departed genius.
Had it been necessary to have confirmed the argument by proofs
of living talents in many respects similar, and in some superior,
to Crichton, I might have described the multifarious erudition,
‘the learned and useful labours, of the Rev. Dr Lee, Arabic Pro~
fessor in the University of Cambridge ; in whose mind is to be
seen that most beautiful of all combinations, profound learning
and genuine piety.
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powers in manhood, when we can point, in
the catalogue of early talent, to such names
as Cicero and Pliny, as Tasso, Grotius, Vol-
taire, and Pope. We are not to be told that
the stories, narrated in the most positive terms,
of the eloquence of* Crichton in. extempo-
raneous 'composition, of his unpremeditated
excellence in Latin prose, and the ease and
elegance of the unstudied verses which he de-
livered, are unworthy of belief, when we know
the perfection to which this singular’ art of
extemporizing was then carrfed in Italy, and
when the names of Marone, Querno, Silvio,
and a constellation of other Italian improvi-
satori, are found, at the very same period, in
the annals of Italian literature. But we may
be told, (and this is the very point for which we
contend,) that the union of all these talents,
the combination of this variety of intellectual
excellence, in so young a man, is a very re-
markable circumstance. We may be told,
and we do insist, that this union becomes still
more remarkable, when we consider, that, in
all the manly and military exercises, which are
so commonly neglected even by the inferior
candidates for scientific or literary eminence,
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this singular man had arrived at such per-
fection as to excel those whose lives were de-
voted to their study ;—that in all the more
elegant accomplishments which belong to the
gentleman and the courtier, he was conspi-
cuous by the facility with which he had ac-
quired, and. the ease and grace with which he
displayed them ;—that, from the accounts of
his most intimate friends, he who concentra-
ted in himself this various store of intellectual
and pnysical powers, was remarkable for a
modesty of manner, and a sweetness and
gentleness of disposition, which endeared
him to his friends, and disarmed the jealousy
of his rivals; and that, to finish the picture,
he was, in his figure and countenance, one
of the handsomest men of his age. When
all this is put together, when all these rays of
excellence are traced back into one focus, and
found centering in one person, we may in-
deed be told, and there are few who will not
assent to the observation, that this person
must have been no common man.—We say,
that if, as has been shewn, the authors, through
whom this account has been transmitted, are
entitled to perfect credit, this union of talent
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is, although. neither supernatural or incredi-
ble, entitled to high admiration ;—that]it}is
not to be wondered at, that his contemporaries
should have been astonished and dazzled by
the appearance of so brilliant a vision,—a vi-
sion, too, which rose S0 ‘bright and beautiful
only to set so sadly and so soon. And we,
lastly, contend, that the possessor of such un-.
rivalled excellence was not only entitled to
receive from them, but is now as fully enti-
tled to demand from us, that appellation by
which, as the only reward of his labours, his
genius, and his misfortunes, he has descended
to posterity,—~the Admirable Crichton.

END OF THE LIFE.
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‘NOTES 'AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

. NoTE A.
His father was Robert Crichton of Eliock, &c.~Page 2.

T v Scot of Scotstarvet’s Staggering State of Scotch Stwtesmen,

there occur the following curious notices of the Crichton fami-

1y :~Mr Rob* Creightoune, advocat, left a fair estait belind

him, viz. the barony of Cluny snd Eliok, to his (son) S* Ro-

« bert Crichtoune of Cluny. But afler he had killed the Laird

of Moncoffer, (in revenge of the Earle of Murray’s slaughter)

at the Chappell of Egismalay, had never good success in hjs af-

faires. His el@est broy* James, as Manucius sayes, was a mi-’
racle of nature,” sceing he could forget nothing ; but be was
killed be the young Duke of Mantua, whom he attended, co-
ming out from the duke’s mistress, and be that means S* Ro-
bert fell to be laird ; but he sold all the land in his own tyme,
and at this day no memorie is left of him. He descended, by all

appearance, as all the rest of that name, from the Lord Crich-

ton's house, who was Chancellor in King James the II? his

tyme, and was forfaulted for holding out his house against the

king’s authoritie; and latelie, all the cadents of him are de-

stroyed, and have litle or no land left undisponed; for the

Lord Sanquhar, in anno 1612, having caused his footman kill
o fencer who had dung out his eye at fencing, he y*for was
hanged at London, and his estaite, by K. James 6 his de-
creet-arbitrall, was taken from his bastard son, to whom it was

taylzied, and gave it to his cussing, William of Ryhill, who was

thereafter made Earle of Dumfreize.
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Nore B.

R0th October, 1573. Mr David Borthwick admitted, in plnce
of Mr John Spence of Condie, to the place of Session vacand be
the deceis of the said unquhill Mr John Spence, under the kings
letter, which bears,s that a place of Session is vacand be deceas
of the said Mr John, and that Mr David Borthwick is qualified
for that place. And siclyke, Mr David Borthwick was the
Kings Advocat, be deceas of Mr John Spence of Condie.~
Pitmedden MS. Advoc. Lib.

No'rn C.

In the seventh volume of the Records of Bonds and Obliga-
tions, there is preserved a contract, dated at Edinburgh, 27th
April, /563, * between Maister James Ogilvy, of Balfour, .and
Maister Robert Crichton, Advocat to the King; that is to say,
ye said Maister Robert for himself, and Elisabeth Stewart, his
spouse, the onelie sister-germane of unquhile Margare£ Stew-
art, spous for the tyme to ye said Maister James, and also co-
assignees lawfullie constitute be James, Commendator of St Ca~
lumba, Henry Stewart, and Arcliibald Stewart, the onelie broyer
of, the said unquhile Margaret, in and to yare g.:rus of abulzie-
ments, jewellis, and executry of Margaret,” &ec. &c. It ap-
pears that this Margaret having died intestate; Maister Robert
Crichton gets, by this agreement, 50Q merks, in contentation of
his wife’s right to the jewellis, &c.

The above contract contains & decided proof that the mother
of the Admirable Crichton was Elisabeth Stewart, daughter of
Sir James Stewart of Beath, by whom he was descended from
the royal family of Scetland,

Nore D.
Married Agnes Mowbray—Page 3.

In the Register of Bonds and Obligations, vol. II. preserved
in the Register-Office, the marriage-contract between these par-
ties is to be found at length. It is dated at Barnebougall, 6th
of August, 1572, (at which time the Admirable Crichton could
be only a boy of twelve years of age,) and describes the parties,
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as follows :—¢ betwixt honorabill persones, Johne Moubray of
Barnebougall, and Agnes Moubray, his dochter, and Maister '
Robert Creythton of Elick, Advocate to our SoveraineLord,” &c.

It appears from this contract, that Robert Creychton is to in-
feft her in life-rent * in all and haill his lands of Eliock and
Euchane, extending to sex merks and forty-penny land of old
extent, lying within the barony of Sanquhar ; and quhat tyme,
or quhow. sone, it sall pleis God to send a sone, procreat betwix
ye said Mr Robert and his future spouse, the said Mr Robert
sall dewlie and sufficientlie infeft him, and the heirs-male to
be gottin of his bodie, quhilkis failzieing, ye airis-male to be
gottin of Mr Robert’s bodye, and his future spouse, &c. in all
and haill the foresaidis lands {of Eliock) wyt yare pertinentis,
free blenche,” reserving the life-rent to Robert and Agnes Mou-
bray.

Nore E.

Besides Mary, the Lord Advoeate had another daughter by
his third marriage, named Marion Crichton, who appears to have
been forcibly carried off by her own brother, Sir Robert Crich-
ton of Cluny. 'There is u curious document to be found ip the
Registrum SecPets Sigilli, v&. LXIV. f. 131, in which Robert
Crichton of Cluny, and Andro Ramsay, are put to the horn for
ot compearing personally, and for not bringing and exhibiting
before the king, on the 18th June, 1592, Marion Crichton,
daughter to the deceased Mr Robert Crichton of Eliock, advo-
cate, in the same state that she was in.* y° tyme of the reavesing
and away taking of hir from Harie Stirling of Ardoch.” 134
June, 1592.

Nore F.
Bastard Brother to the Earl of Arran.

I have here followed all the contemporary historians in call-
ing Hamilton a natural brother of the Earl of Arran. But Calder-
wood, in his History, vol. I. MS. p. 161, mentions a singular re-
port which was prevalent at that time, which, were it true, wounld
make him a cousin of the admirable Crichton. * In this time,"”
says he, ¢ arrived from France, John Hamilton, Abbot of Pas«

2
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ley; bostard brother to ‘the Governour,! whoin any notwith
standing esteemed sone to Creichtoun, old Bishop &f Dune
keld”" -Whatever was his origin he-appests 4o have been 'a
an of ‘profligate'mannery, and of ‘an ambitious dnd intriguing.
temper. Calderwood, after noticing that peace had; is 1550,
been concluded between the French and the English, and ex-
tended to Scotland, remarks, that, “ although the countric en~
joyed ‘peace in’ respect of the forraign' enemie, it Wais no' Tess
grievously véxed by the avarice and craeltie of thé GWmmn)
and his bastard brother, Archbishop of St: Andrews, “then 'if it
hail Been”oppressed with-iar. The bastard Bishop, 2 liventiond
man, spared neither wifes nor virgins; as his basta¥Q birds &id
witness/ William Creichtour, Lord Sanquhar, was slailf ‘ahniost
within the Governour’s éwn sight,’ bé Robert Sempell, buf.Lhe
eteaped By means of his daughter, the Ladie’ Swnhous, hken
from ' Het husband—the Bishop’s’ concubing;’ neither faje To¥
Weel-favour'd. She was commonly called Lady ( Gilton "J-CA'iJ
pERWoOD, Yol T, § p- 307, ¢
" Inf the MS. of Scot of Scotstarvet's Staggenng State, thert 1%
the following brief account of the Yifé ‘and' iniserablé' Jesth' of
this abandoned prelate :—¢¢ Bishop John Hamﬂton, Archblshop
of St Andrews, and bastard soni to the Earle of Ar.’ané was The-
sourer. ‘He was blotted, as being necessoty to the murder’ of
the King, committed by the Rarle of Bothwecll i and, that night
that it was committed, was marked to lodg in hls brother’s house,
whete hott is the eolledg of Edinburgh, hard by the Kirk of
Field. When the murder was perpetrat, ‘he also did instigate
the barons of the Borders to invade England, ‘when Queerl Mary
was putin streat prison, anno 1571 ; but, after the ficld of Lang-
syde, fled to Dumbartone Castell, where he being apprehended
at command of the Viceroy, the Earle of Lennox, he was brought
to Sterling, and there hanged.”

‘Note G.

There are two other authors of the narhle of Crichton, of whom
it is proper to say a few words. The first of these is George
Crichton, a man who, in his own time, appears to have been
considered of distinguished literary talents. A short sketch of
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his life has been given by Dempster, in.his Historia Ecclesias-
tica, p: 190 ; and a more yoluminous memoir, by Nxeemn, in
his Memoires des Hommes Illustres. He was educated at Pa«,
ris, and became afterwards Regius Professor of Greek. He died
in the year 1591,

Nore H.

The seeond is William Crichton, a learned member of the Sos
ciety of the Jesuits, who, after g life devoted to the propagation
of his faith, died at Leyden, in the year 1596. Of the talents,
travels, and misfortunes of this author, the following account is
preserved.by Dempster s, -

< Gulielmus Cnchtomus, Societatis Jesu presbyter eruditus
et pius, quinquaginta annis religiosé in eadem societate transacs
tis, perigrinando, docendo, scribendo, indefesso lanre cives
snos, heeresi abdicata, Catholicee Ecclesi® unire annisus est ; vit
probissime conversationis; etiam a sectariis, Judwams Majesta-
tis regim acerrimus propugnator ; qmypecumAnglus quidam ei
detexisset Elisabetham Anglie reginam velle se, quacunque ra«
tione, e medio tollere, intercessit, et quantum fiari potuit ab ine
ccpto retraxit, Petrus Matheus, lib. VI. Hist. Gallic. Nar
rat II.  Eoque beneficio Regina devincta, cum ille, ex itinere
Scotxco mari interceptus, in Turrim Londinensem conjiceretur,
¢ vestigio liberum dimisit ; ultro confessa, non posse improbum
esse, cui cure esset Regia dignitas et animarum salus.  Sileant
ergo perdite hereticorum voces clamantium, a societate in prins
cipes sicarios armari ; cum hic Jesuita, hostium etiam confessie
one, longe ab eo fuerit consilio.”

Ejus sunt,

Excerpta ex SS. Patnbus.

In primam partem D. Thome. Lib. I.

Theologia Scholastica contra Sectarios,

Delegitimo, Jacobi VI. Scotie Regis, titulo ad Regni Angli-

cani successionem.

Quo Hbro, Levanit scripto, vir pericubum guasit, ezire
vmnes Regis Hispanix ditiones relegatus : Pro Hispani veso
in idem regnum jure, scripsib Robertus Porsonine Jesuite
Tl nglus.



232 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

* Casus Conscientie.
Obiit Lugduni Gallisrum, upexvi. Multis annis Collegmm
Lovanii Scotorum rexit.

Nore 1.
Jacobuz Chrychton, Bae. Coll. Salv. 20 Martij. 1573-4.

Nomina Magrorsm anni 15785,
David Monypenny, S.
Jo®™ HB]], L-‘ i
Jacobus Crychton, S,
Alext Cunnygame, M.
Jab* Keyd, S.
Tho* Gray; L.
Patr. Symson, L.

2 Cire.

Jo. Knox, L.

Guik Fowlaston, M.

Jo*, Spotiswod, L.

David Louchmalony, S,

Ja", Borthwyk, M.

Andreas Duncane, L.

&e. &e. &e. 36 in all.
Acte Facultatis Artium ab initio Stud@i L. ... ..., e
et privilegiati per Benedictum zifj, A.D. MCCCCX1IL

Nore K.
lustrissimo D. Jounni Zamoscio, R. P. Cancellario, et Exere
cituum Imp. et C.

Virtuti locum non esse, queri jam desinamus, Illusmsslme Zae
mosci. Tua tevirtus evexit, et effecit, ut, illustriori loco cum sis,
illustriorem etiam gratiam ei referre possis. Equidem ego, pa-
tri meo cum multum debeam, nullam fortasse ob causam tantum
me debere sentjo, quantum quod hereditariam mihi tui observan-
tiam reliquerit. Laztorque mirum in modum, ejus manibus
comprobatum esse judicium de te suum. Fore te dicebat cele-
berrimi Regni tamquam epeculum, in quem homines intueren-
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tur, et quem sibi ad imitandum proponerent ; optimeque tune
actum jri cum Regno, cum tua virtus se ostendisset.. Patris ju~
dicium Stephani Regis sapientia comprobmt. "Quo fit, ut tan.
to Regi mirum in modum gratuler, qui te eum voluerit esse cu=
Jjus consilio, et virtute totum Regnum nitatur. Multoque ma-
gis gaudeo, quod omnium de te opiniones quam mexime tuis
virtutibus superas. Quas ego dum assidue contemplor, fateor
profecto nullo me orationis vel uberrimo genere res tuas preecla«
re domi bellique gestas complecti umquam posse. Quis enim
vel clarissimus orator recensere umquam posset, qus tu pro sa~
lute, pro dignitate Regis, pro universe Polonie Regni majesta~
te gessisti? Ut recte admodum Rex ille prudentissimus, sa-
pientissimusque, te sibi in primis amandum proposuerit, deinde
divino quodem judicio omnibus honoribus ac dlgmmnbus affi-
ciendum censuerit, teque consangmmtate sibi maxime,esse con~
Jjunctissimum voluerit; qui jamdiu antiquissime nobilissime-
que familie tue splendorem perpetuamque gloriam tuis vir-
tutibus auges. Tu toga, tu armis ingenii magnitudinem oste-
ndens, Polonie exercituum imperator, innumerabilibus Mo
scoviee ducis exercitibus, non exiguo etiam Othomanorum ter-
‘Tore, ingentem stragem, .inferiore interdum militum copia,
eximia tua vistute, sepius attulisti ; potentissimorum hostinmn
furorem fortiter sepe repressisti ; terminos invictissimi Regis
tui quam longissime protulisti. Hec qui audivnt, multo etiam
magis qui intuentur, carere omnino invidia tua preclara fo-
cinora asserunt ; que; omnium judicio, nullo modo gloria aut
virtute superari possunt, neque vel longissima historia satis pro
meritis complecti. Ut difficillimum illud, Gloria invidiam su-
perare, facillimum tibi fuisse ostenderis. Jam per universum
terrarum orbem adeo nominis tui summa gloria increbuit, ut
cum Romanis clarissimis oratoribus, vel cum exercitnum maxi-
mis imperatoribus, jure comparari possis, Hec si ego rationia
bus comprobare vellem, viderer profecto omnibus in meridie lus
men accendere. Hoe tantum dicam, quod etiam vix pro maxi-
ano meo desiderio explicare possum, me nihil umquam magis Hi
benter aut audire aut loqui, quam eum de tnis summis honori-
bus et dignitatibus audio, aut cum de¢ divinis danimi tui doti-
bus loquor, ac palam predico. Quo fit, ut Stanislaum Nyegos«
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seuuskd, illustrern-adolescentem; adolescentem dico, multo tamen
virtute illustriorem, magis carum habeam, qui te semper in ore
habeat, qui te admiretur, qui denique tuas decantet virtutes 3 in
quo neuter nostrum alteri cedit. Est hoc Poloni celi proprium,
ut ingeniotum feracissimum golum sit. 'Quisnon Stanislai Orie
chovii memoria delectatur ? Quis Jacobi Gorscii seripta non ad«
miratur 2 ' Quis Stanislaum Socolovium, Andream Patricium,
Martinum Slachezinium, divinos plane viros, ad siders non ex<'
tollit? Ut mewn Nyegosseuuski, tantum adolescentem, nomr
dubitem eugurari magnem fore aliqguando hominem. Hac enim
mtate ea prestat,.que idmra prorsus judicari debent,-et qum
vix, qui non vidit, esse potuisse, vel posse umquam credat, Di-
vinum numen est poesis ; et qui Poete titulum meruerunt, di-
vini fere habiti sunt et dicti. Sed, qui inter Poetas majorem
$oxw Yep-rerit, huic profecto Poesin debere, .non ipsum Poesi,
suserini affirmare. Dieere extempord, magnum putatug: sed
versibus dicere, sed argumentis respondere,~hoc ex iis est, que
ego divinum quid sapere existimo. Edidit scriptum, in qua
pollicebatur se in unaquaque materia proposita-extempore carn
mine responsurwmn. Promissis stetit, et egregie id premstitity
summa omnium admiratione, nominis sui immortalitate, ¢t Po«
lone glorie fama. Neque tantum. quid versibus, sed et.quid
soluta oratione valeat, (valet autem plurimum) ostendit. Ex~
tare autem illud volui, hisce literis inclusum ; ut existat tante
virtiitis testimonium. -Estque hoc, miro artificio elaboratumy
ut in omnibus ingenium elucescat.

¢ SereNissimo, &e. &

¢ Ut essct perpetuum StaNisLAl NYEGOSSEUVIL, PoLomj in
“ nomen Penctum pictatis- argumentum ; tum vero cum Aldo
¢ Mannuccio dignum mutu caritatis pignus, et tamquam hos-
<¢ pitalitatis quzdam tessera ; vel hoc wtatis nec ab litteris ab-
¢ horrens, nec amicorum sententia immmaturus, in alto feste
< pacis otio, et sensus Theologorum, et res Aristotelis omnes,
¢ gibi tuendas suscepit.

1. Dec Theologia Positiva, et Scholastica.
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1I. D& Universd Anstotehs Philosophia, Naturali, Morali
J 11 Divinavt
‘HI: De rebus Mathemahcls.
N n f] -’
« 9 Ad Objécta Responsurus Carnune Hexametro, .vei rentas
mietroc
« ¥ Tt ‘yero, quantum liberalis doctrine, et politioris hurmanita«
“tis studio ipse proficerit, quisque intclligat, Oratione, vel solud
' t4, wel numeris Poetice vineta, propositam habens ad dicendum
iipateriam, ex tempore dicet. Deinde Platonicos numeros, Cab
< @ Balistarhinque somnia, ex proponentium'arbitrio refutabit:
-ild InD. 'D. Joannis, et Paulli ede Sacra, in ipso Sancto Purifi+
& gatiohis die. ost meridiern, exordium sumet.”
® DXXCIV

! Epistol# clausula sit, Polong immortalitatis me studiosissi-
mwn’esse ; Teque Wnguam passurum, quantune vires mew fou
¥ent, ut scriptd meh Polona gloria now illustrentur: in eoque
maxisnam ¥nihi judicii laudem ab oranibus deberi certo polliceor.
A te'véro, 111™% Zamosci, Literarum Armorumque decus exis
mium, suppliciter peto, ut me, jam tuum, in tuis non golum,
esnd velig, quad jum te velle non dubito, sed etiam aliis"id perd
suadeas: nam ego in amore et benevolentia tus, gloriam mihi
- summam constitutam puto. Deus opt. max. te felicem esse ve+

lit; ut-ista felicitate boni omnes utantur, cum tu bonis faveas,
eoquc te gratum esse preeclare ostendas.

™™, D. T. addictissimus,

Arpus Mannvccius, P. F. A. N.

. Venetiis, Kal. Marl.
10 19 %xcv,

Norte L.
Prastantissimo viro, Jacabo Gorscio, Juris utriusque Doclorf,
Canonico Cracoviensi Gnesnenst Plocensi.

Ne preclare mecum est actum ; et magna Stanislao Nyegos-
seuuski, illustri adolescenti, quique, quod valet, valet autcm
plarimum, {ut de eo felicia omnia augurari facile liceat, et se-
cunda omnia sperem) magna tibi cx parte aceeptum referat, gra.
tia mihi refercnda est; quod, cum de te multa collocuti esse.
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mus, que ad tuam gloriam vel maxime pertinent, 4d tuam mihi
amicitiam aditum sit pollicitus. Est hot ejus humanitatis, qua
preestat ; erit illud tue virtutis, qua, jam tuis notus, alienioribus
nobis quoque observanduses. Seriptis tuis eruditissimis hoc es
assecutus. Qus enim de Figuris, que de Periodis, qus dé Gene-
ribus Dicendi, que de Dialecticis, a te sunt literis mandats, no+
men tuum illustrant. Ea vero sic me affecerunt, ut miro sem<
per flagrarim desiderio te salutandi. Nam, cum in Polonos om-
nes (quod judicio excellere eos semper judicarim) optime sim
animatus § tum vero tui similibus omnia me debere .officia cens
seo. Et sane habet Rex potentissimus, idemque vere. Rex, quod
gaudeat, ejus Regni se Regem esse, qui inter alin Regna literas
rum laude precipuas sibi partes vindicet. Illustrissimus Za-
moscius magne sue virtutis specimen, juvenis cum. adhuc es-
set, in I*alia dedit ; quam bellicis trivmphis postea insignio-
rem fecit, maximas de Mosco victorias reportans, et Polonum
nomen, illustrem antea et hostibus formidabilem, gloriosiorem
reddens. Patricius quoque, me puero, maximam sui expectati=
onem concitavit, quam postea facile superavit. * De notis de fa-
cie loquor ; nam, omnes vestrates si vellem recensere qui ‘mihi
fama mnoti sunt, dies me prius et charta deficeret. Sint hete
igitur pauca sibi summa observantie mee indicivm ; quam tibi
primur ipsi, deinde aliis notam esse volo. -
"Tuarum virtutum obsa'vnntlssunns,
ArLpus MannNuccius, P. F. A. N,
Venetiis, Kal, Feh. ® DXXCIIL.

Note M.
De Sperone Speroni.
Bernardini Scardeonii Historize Patavine, Lib. IL. Class X1I.

¢ Hattenus de his qui clari sua etate fuerunt, et vitam cum
morte commutarunt ; posthac de vivis, cam maximéa pat.me nos-
tree gloria, dicemus.

Vivit et splendet illustri fama in universd Italia Spero Spe-
ronus, excellens philosophus, Jurisque Civilis et omnium disci~
plinarum genere eruditissimus ; tante vero facundie in dicen-
do, ct in suadendo, presertim in Hetrusca et nostra Italica
lingua, ut si contingat ei aliquando, pro nostre Reipublice
negotiis, Venetiis, in conspectu Senatus ceusam dicere, cossat
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illico ipso dicente forum, et differuntur vadiinonia advocatorum,
ut fiat interim in e urbe veluti justitium, quo dum loquitur in
causa & cunctis ordinibus audiri commode possit. * * Est enim
ad inveniendur ingenio promptus, mente stabilis, et ad remi-
niscendum insigni et excellenti memoria: ad dicendum sermone
gravi; copioso et suavi, et ubi sermonis maxima consistit virtus,
ita grato et dilucido, ut discernere nequeas utrum sit ornatior in
dmndo aut facilior in explicando, aut efficacior in persuadendo.
Est denique (ut me uno-verbo expediam) in eo genere perfectis
nostre mtatis orator. Leguntur hujus Dialogs lingus Hetrusca
doctissimi ; similiter et trageedia .Folus, et plures epistole
eadem lingua ad amicos eleganter conscnptsz. Expectantur ab
codem indies majora.—Extat in G @vli Thesauro Antiq. et Hist,
Tialie, vol. V1. part 111 p. 292,

Nore N.
De Archangelo Merceharib.
Antonjj, Riccoboni de Gymnasio Patavino, Lib, IL Cap. XLI

¢ Areangelus Mercenarius, a Monte Sancto, munus docendi
philosophiam extraordinariam in secundo loco ceepit obirn, cum
Franciseus Pitcolomineus Senensis primum teneret, anh. 1560 ;
postea primum locum adeptus, collegam habuit in secundo Ber~
nardinum Petrellam, Burgopolitanum, anno 1567 ; deinde Comi-~
tenr Jacobum Zabarellam, electum anno 1568. Cum Petrella ad
Logicam fuit revocatus, anno autem 1577, ei datus est locus se-
cundus Philosophiwe ordinariee. Decessit anno 1585. Ejus ex-
tant, < In plurima Aristotelis perobscura, et nonnulla Aversrois loca,
Dilucidationes.” Ejusdem .Obscuriorum locorum, et quastionum
Plilosophiee Naturalis Arvistotelis ejusque Interpretum Dilutida-
tiones ;” quibus accesserunt Dispulationes de putredine, ejusdem
Mereenarii, et Thome Erasti, adversari@ quatuor.”’—Gravius,
vol. VL. part II.

Note O.
De morte Speronis Speronii,

A. Riccoboni De Gym, Lib. VL. C. XI,
# Spero Speronius Patavinus, qui, anno 1524, Philosophiam
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extraordinariam in hoc gymnasio explicaverat; anno 1688, ex hac
aita excessit ; xion tribus solis maximis rebus, quibus M. Cato,
fut quinque, quibus P. Crassus Mutiamus, diciturprestitisse,
sed longe pluribus, sane summis et precipuis, clurissinrus : nobie
litate patriee, splendore familiee, fortunarum - amplitudine, core
poris firmitate, ingenii prestantis, disserendi ratione’; Poeticay
Rhetorica, saribendi excellentia ; Sacre Scripture, ommisque end
tiquitatis cognitione ; rerum futurarum prudenti ‘quadam pra
dictione ; Equestri dignitate, Principum consuetudine; Que omb
nia de eo celebravi, oratione habita in Ecclésia Cathedrnli; Nonis
Junii.” T

: Note P.

Sir T\, Urquhart.

« Unfortunately, Sir Thomas Urquhart's own wriungs are wne
only biographical documents which remain of Him.| {In'a'farci:
ful and ridiculous work, entitled, “ The true Pedigres and Lineal
Descent of the Family of Urquhart,” he affirms, that he'was tha
son of Sir Thomas Urqubart, knighted by-King Junes;, at Edin<
burgh, in the year 1617, and Christian Elphinston, daughter of
Alcxender Lord Elphinston, and was agnared Parredidstes|
¢ This Sir Thomas,” says the continuator of the Geneslogical
Tree,  the third of that name, chief of the honourablé hotisé
of Urquharts, was knighted by King Charles 1., in ‘Whitehall
Gallery, on the 7th of April, in the year 1641.” He was & nian
of great learning and merit, and was a steady loyalist ; bn which
account he suffered many hardships. He fought on the king’s
side at the battle of Worcester, where he wag taken prisoner,
and confined for_ several years in the Tower of London, from
whence he made his escape, and went beyond seas; wwherd he
dicd suddenly, in  fit of excessive laughter, on being informed;
by his servant, that the king was restored. He was compnlei
of the foregoing Genealogy.

Where Sir Thomas was educated, or at what time he cOM-
menced his literary career, we have no documents to determine.
He appears, from his works, to have reeeived, probably both at
home and abruad, a learned education, It is likely that he de-
voted himself to the profession of arms; and yet, like many



NOTES 'AND TLLUSTRATIONS. 239

other military scholars of those days, . found leisure for the pur-
suits of literature and science. In his first work, which is cn+
titled, . <5 Trissotetras; or Nova Trigonometra docens,” and
which, he published i in 1650, he calls himself student in the
mathematick. But, in a beautiful and curious little portrait
which is: preﬁxed to this treatise, his titles are given at the fole
lowing more imposing length :~—Sir Thomas Urquhart, knight
of Bray and Udol, etc. ; Baron of Ficherie and Clohorby, etc.;
Laird, Baron of Cromarue,_ and heritable Sheriff thereof, etc.
Sir Thoras has subjoined to this. trigonometrical rhapsody, s
dedication to The Right Honourable and most noble Leady, m¥
deare and loving Mother, the Lady Dowager of Cromartie ; the
language of which praves, " that he had very early adopted that -
strange and rhapsodical style of writing, in which he afterwards
beeame 8¢ eminent 4 ‘proficient. ¢ Thus, madam,” says he,
<€ unto. you doe ¥ totally belong, -but so as that those exteriour
paxts of mine, which by birth are from your ladyship derived,
cannot be more fortunate in this their subjection (notwithstand»
ing the egregious advantages of blood, and ¢onsenguinity theros
by to them accruing,) then myselfe am happy, as from my
heart 1 doe acknowledge it, in the just right which your Indy.
ship hath fo the eternal possession of the never-dying powers of
wy soule,”

.Another work of this suthor was & Collection of Epigrams,
which he published at London, in 1641,and dedicated to James
Marquis of Hamilton. It is singular, that as Sir Thomas’ prose
is exceedingly extravagant and hyperbolical, his verses, on the
other hand, are uncommonly rational and moderate, snd often
even prosaic ; a circumstance which has, perhaps, induced the
anonymous suthor of an epistle prefixed to his Trissotetras, to
declare, in a spirit of criticisin 8o unintelligible that it is very
probable it was written by the learned knight himself, that
¢ this mathematicall tractate doth no lesse bespeak him a good
poet- and good orator, than by his elaboured poems he hath
shewn himself already a good philosopher and mathematicisn.”

In his political principles, this singular man was a steady
Royalist ; and in those violent and sanguinary struggles which
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at this period occurred between the Presbyterian faction in Scot-
land, and the King's party, he invariably espouscd the cause of
his sovereign. He was, as we have above seen, taken prisoner
in the battle of Worcester, and wrote, during his confinement
in the Tower, his treatise entitled, ¢ The Jewel,” which he
published in the 1652; in which he endeavours, by the com-
munication of the discovery of a universal language, (which is
os full of empiricism as any other of his works,) and by the
promise of greater and more useful inventions,—~by enlarging
on the antiquity of the Scottish nation, and the many eminent
men which it has produced,—and by a vindication of his own
conduct and principles, to induce ghe parliament to grant him
his liberty.”

Whether these writings had any effect in procuring their au-
thor his~enlargement at some future period, or whether the
story regarding his escape from the Tower is founded om fact,
we cannot now discover. It is certain, however, that Urquhart
‘was still confined in 1653 ; for in that year he published his ini-
mitable Translation of the Two First Books of Rabelais ; and, in

_the preface informs us, that he intends soon after to present the
public with the remainii® three books. The high merits of this
translation have been enlarged upon by Lord Weodhouselee, in
his essay on that subjeet ; and, indeed, it is impossible to look
into it without admiring the air of ease, freshness, and origina-
lity which the translator has so happily communicated to his
performance. All those singular qualifications which unfitted
" Urquhart to succeed in serious composition,~his extravagance,
hig drollery, his unbridied imagination, his burlesque and end.
- Joss epithets, are, in the task of translating Rabelais, transplant.

* He prays the State, Parliament, and Supreme Council of Great
Britain, to vouchsafe unto the aforesaid Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cro-
marty, Knight, heritable Sheriff and proprietary thereof, s grant of the
releasement of his person from any imprisonment whereunto, at the dis.
crction of those that tovk his parole, he is engaged ; the possession Like.
wise of his house of Cromarty free from garrisoning, and the enjoyment
of his whole estate in lands, '
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«ed into their true field of action, and revel through his pages
with a liceuse and boyancy which is quite unbridled, yet quite
allowable.” Indeed, Urquhart and Rabelois seem, in many
points, to have beenr congenial spirits ; and the translator seems
to have been born for his author. -
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TESTIMONIA REGARDING CRICHTON..
No. I.
"Affiché in'the Cortegiafto of Castiglione.

v i o . ..
Lo Scayzese, detto Giacomo Critonio, & giovane di 20 anni finiti’
% 19 di Agosto passato ; ha una voglia nell occhio destro ; possiede
dieci lingue ; 1a Latina e 1'Ttaliana in eécellenza, Greca e na fa
epigrammi ; Hebrea ; Caldea ; Spagnuola ; Francese ; Fiaminga ;
Inglese; Scota; et intende anche la Tedesca. Intendentissimo
di Filosophia, di Teologia, di Matematica, Astrologia; e tiene
tutti i calcoli futti sin’ hoggi per ‘falsi ; ‘i filosofia e teologia ha
moltissime volte disputato con valent’ huomini, con stupore di
tutti. Ha cognitione perfettissimg della cabala, di memoria tale
che non ea che cosa sia il dimenticarsi et ogni oratione udita da
" lui recita & parola a parols, fa versi Latini improvisi in qual si
voglia sorte di versi e materis ; e ne fa anche comminciando dall’
Pultima parola del verso, pur improvisi orationi ; improvise e bel-
le; ragiona di cose di stato con fondamento: di bellissimo as~
petto ; cortigiano compitissimo a maraviglia ; et € il piu gratioso
che si possa desiderare nella conversatione. Soldato a tutta botta,
et due anni ha spesi alla guerra di Francia con carico honorato.
Salta, balls, eccelentemente ; armeggia, gioca di ogni sorte d'ar-
mi et ne ha fatto prove. Maneggiator di cavalli ; giostratore sin-
golare ; di sangue nobile ; anzi per Madre Regale, Stunardo, Ha
disputato coh Greci nella materia della processione dello Spirito
Santo con grande applauso et con grandissima copia di autorita
di dottori Greci, e Latine e concilii, come anco fa quando tratto
di filosofia e teologia, havendo tutto Aristotele e commentatork
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alle mani, e recitandone le facciate, non chele re righe, Greche.
Ha tutto S. Tomafo Scoto, Tomisti et Scotisti, "a mente, e dis-
puta in utramque partem. 11 che ha fatto molte volte felice~
mente. N& ragiona mai df inateria alcuna che non sia proposta
dz altri. Volle il principe et la Signoria udirlo et ne stupirono:
fu honorato da S. serenits di un presente. In somma & in mostro
de’ roostri ; et tale che alcuni vedendp cosi fatte qualita ridotte
in un'sbld eurpo, betiissingo proportionato, et lontangd dalla manin
conia, fanno di molte chimere. Hora si & ridotto fuori in villa,
per stendere 2000 conclusioni le quali, in tutte le professioni,
vuol sostenere in Venetia, nella Chiesa di San Gio e Paolo, fra
due mesi ; non potemlo egly wpphre alla volentd. delle persone
che desideranno vdirlo tutto giorno et a suoi studi.

In Venetia, appresso Domenico et Gio Battista Guerra fratelli,

Morxgs

No. 11.

X E:t'tracf ﬁ:ém the :Zl[&'uuwcr'ipt of tha AuBE Monsr_u.,

"D qulestd gickane mnrawghosodlcon gran cose glhi scntton,
particolarmente Alde il giovane, Guiseppe Scaligero L'Imperi-
&H, T Uaferro, ed Adriano_ Baillet. Da una Cromca Veneta MS.
bressé il Ch. Sig. Ab. Jacopo Morelli si ha che < giunto il Cri-
tonio a Venézia nel mese d’Agosto del 1580, trasse in ammirazi-
one' tutta quella citta, poiché oltre al possedere dieci e pid lin-
guaggl, si ‘mostrava intendentissimo di Filosofici, Teologia, Ma-
tematlca, Astroiogm, ed era di cosi prof‘onda memona, che udita
un* orazlone ‘o predica una sola volta, la npeteva mmutissxma-
menfe éomponeva versi Lanm all improviso d’ogni sorte, ragi-
anhva di dose di stato, di guerra, e genem]mente d‘ogm cosa con
fondamerito, cantava, ballava, giucava di ogni sorte d'armi ge-
?ellentemente, di sanguine nobile, d:-ceam per parte di madre
’Regale di maniera che vedendosi tali e tante qualitd ridotte in
ﬂn sol corpo benissimo proportxonato, “lontano da malinconia e
gnovane, venivano fatti diversi concett! della sua persona.” Non
avéa egli allora che circa venti anni, e continud a dar prova ma.
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ravigliose del suo sapere, cosi in-Venczia, come in Padoys; sis
“che dopo tre anni condottosi a Mantova, benissimo veduto ed 8o-
"Golto dal Duca Guglielmo, un tanto lume restd disgraziamente
estinto per mano del giovenetto Pnnclpe Vincenzo Gonzaga-in
una zuffs notturna ; di che si puo vedere L'Imperiali nel Mu-
teo Istorico, pag. 242, il quale peraltro 8'inganna, povendo e
-sua morte & 3 di Juglio del 1583, quande Io trovo che Critonjo
.exa tuttavia in vita vel Novembre del 15684, nel qual tempo scrig-
se e stampd in Milano un Elegia pel passagio alla celeste gloria
del grande Arcivescovo S. Carlo Borremeo, ch'io.tengo tra le
.roie Missellanee con questo titolo: Epicedium Tllustrissimi et
Revcrendzsnmz C'ardmalu Caroli Borromaet, ab Jacoba. Critanio
Scot‘o rogatu clarissimi suminaque in optimum Pastorem suum
piétate viri, Joannis Antonii Magii Mediolgnen; prozimo post-
.obitum gie exaratum. DMediolant, ex Tymgraphza Pacifici Pon-
-#if MD.LXXX1II1, in 4 E’noto che S. Carlo mori alli 3 di Novem-
-bre.del 1584, alle 3 ore di notte.~Serassi Vita del Mazzoniy pv
126, 127,

No. III.

Dedication of ALnus MANUTIUS,

Aldine Cicero, vol. X. p. 232.
Nobilissimo Juveni Jacono CriToxio, Scofo,

Cvm nihil in te sit summissum et populare, (mi Jacobe Cri~
toni) quin omnia tam ampla, excelsa, atque admiranda, ut elapsi
ftemporis viris illustribus ac sapientissimis gloriam, futuris vero
etiam spem tua amplitudo auferat, hostre autem seculo pmgu-
lore afferat ornamentuth ; cumque non minus opiniones tibi,
quarb vita sint admxrabxles sententiss illas, que Paradoxa yo-
cantiir, que non sane probantur in vulgus philosophorum,,in
Stoicorum scholis natas, nudas admodum, et sqnalidas, nunc
vero M. Tullii Ciceronis eloquentia exornatas et suctoritate,
meis Commentariis illnstratas, nomini tuo dicare volui, cuj jsta
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mrasitmehedhveniunt ; non‘tantum, wt amoris erga te'mei indici-
wrnpreebéain, qui¥nisi jam antea tibi ex tantis constitit argu-
Yoéntis) humquum ex uHo patebit officio, quam ut snimi grati
Ppro-Carminibus -quee in tno ed urbem Venetmn bppulsu mihi
deddistir Nune vero etiam letor, toti Italim, et orbi fortasse ter-
#arumduniverso perspectuny esse judicium de t¢ meurn, et ea
yftiee, *curnthueé venissed, scriptis commendavi ;‘quse tibi ipsi, ac
“aomnallis soerrimis censoribus; aspem atque injucunda videban-
nwrly Ny lcot tum amorem malui ostendere, quam pruden-
sdighy, numic amb6 catn amicis tuis, tuin inimicis, ¢ qui amplius
btans ferk atquesinhumani reperiuntur, manifesta sunt, post-
Mpedmm tus virtus tam clarum eui splendorem diffudit. “Egoveniri,
Wunctern “invidie ac Youltorum inimicitiis, eximiam quandam
wtque immortalem gloriam sum consecutus. Nam quid illus.
trius; qnid honestivs, quid vero etiam plotiosias ed nomen
“ieuni-gecedere potuit, quarn utame prolota wapadefivars pri-
Inufrirbun s 71,,,‘&nx.&1derentur, NUNEe vero leomatrars ab-om«
nibus habeantur : cum multi homines sui judicii levitateni in-
firmitatemque, cum essent stultitia obczecati, mei vero constan~
tiam, veritatemque perspiciant ; Poteram enim (foweraive nis mo-
vzas) Illustriss. Critoniam, et Serenissimam Stuardem, qmbu:
oriundus es, femilias extollere. Sed, quid Reges tui mtjores,
(licet ca laus Scotorum Regibus merito tribui possit, quod inter
omnes Europst Reges' vetustissimi-Christiani sint,) quos num.
quam Romani imperio suo subegere ; cun Cesar, propter tu-
multus excitatos, et res in Gallia fluctuantes, exercitum a Reg-
ni expugnatione revocarets Quid, inquam, isti, tuis virtutibus,
ammlque dotibus amplius solide landis afferunt? Quid Cri-
#ohii, qui cim Scotorum militie Imperatores summi pleramque
essent, Anglos e Gallie Regno, et Scotiw finibus toties, ac tanta
wirtute ejecerunt ? Quid Robertus Critonius, pater tuus, Fifen-
&is in Scotia, et Stormondiensis, Elioki, et Clunei, tot oppido-
fum, tot preesidiorum dominus,~—qui longo tempore inter omnes
Regni proceres, arumnosissime simul ot beatissime Regine,
iques spud Anglos (pro dolor !) jam captiva ess, et Christisne re-
digionis acerrimus exstitit propugnator ; presertim qui copiss ad
prelium quod Langsydiuwm vocant, duxisset; quid ille tibi
*plendoris veri affert?  Non tantum illi fortasse debes, quod te
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genlterit; quod maximos hujus tempestatis wirog, Bachananumy
Heppurnium, Robertonium, et Rhetorfortem preeceptores tibi
dederit, quod tsm amplas pecunias fortunasque in te-erudiendp
insnmpserit, et omnes -vires animi atque .ingenii in educandd
Pprofuderit, quantura quod-ob intestinas seditiones; et preeliz.dos
mrestica’ contra te suscitata,’ que ‘cum patre gessisti, Regnor disy
cedere, et Regem relinquere, coegit. . Sed laudem; que a majog
ribus ad nos derivatur, ne lnudem quidem esse,' sapientissimus
ille vir Ulixes-existimavit.' Neque te vero. multum commendog
quod specie, et corporis viribus polleas; fateoritamen:aliguid
essé in his, quod non tam & fortuna; quantum.ab siimo pendes]
inmortalitatis memoria prosequendum : -quod: scilicet Regnoy
patrizy.domoque, ob Catholice fidei ardorem, tim longeabes j nes
alland ex his erumnis dolorem, sed incredibilem animo sentiss
volupw:em Neque Regis in consobrinum tuum Jacobum Stud
arduan ¢lementia,. cui cum Moravie Pnncxpatu sumn consobyis
pam uxorem dedit; neque communis cum Rege educatio pess
movent? immo ne movent. quidem ; putas enim majores quass
dam opes, &t firmiora, quam que amisisti; presidia esse querens
da... In corporis vero bonis id habes, quod effigies oris, atque
sermonis animi nobilissimi filia sit. Sed belli studid in dpsis
epheb.s inire, eadem animo atque amore. prosequi, eticum.lis
teris et Philosophia, tamquam alter Brutus, conjungere, mémi<
ni umqguan ab initio humani generis obtigit. - Magna muit istd
profecto; et insudita: mediocria tamen, si cetera speotemus 3
quod, &cilicet, decem lingnarum, multorum idiomatwn, omnium
disciplinarum cognitionem, ante vigesimum primum etatis ane
nutn, sis adeptus ; et digladiandi, saltandi, omnium gymnasticap
Tiin exercitationum, et equitandi studia, tanta cum nlacritate jo+
genii, animique humanitate, mansuetudine, et facilitate:eonk
Junxeris, ut nihil te edmirabilius, nihil etiam amabilius reperiri
possit.  Sed non innumerabiles vite tue transaets: laudes; non
fririficam illam corsmn Serenissimo Principe, a¢ Illustrisgimis
Venete Reipublice proceribusactionem ; non subtilissimas tuad
de Theologia, Philosophis, et rebus Mathematicis, disputationes -
in plerisque maximorum hominum consessibus, recensebe 5 mon
tantorumn hominum ad te videndum coneursum, ut olim Platox
ni.a Sicilia revertonti, talicto Olympico spectaculoy tota. Atheniy
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ensium celebritas decurrisse fertur ; cum te om:fes, signo rubes
Rosm;.-quod tibi natura circa dextrum lumen fmpressit, tamd:
qiiam, unicam et raram in ‘terris avem, homines tognoscerent:
Quee. enim gentes tam feree sunt, que, te-oum adspexerint, non
meximum cepisse frictum putent #* Sed, his pretermissis, nune
propria-ndrrabo: que scilicetrin Pataving Academis fecisti 3 tumy
gue in hae urbe, totius. orbis nobilissima ;' cujus amplitudinan;
staugnitissimam majestatem inter omnes aliss civitates, /te accis
pebe; fovere, atque amplectt decuit'; te vero etiam, -humani go:
herigimiraculum, admirandam; urbem incolers,” amare, et omnie
bus aliis anteponere. (Namy postquam adversd valetudine jam
quatudr menses laborasses, priusquam in integrum pristine sav
nitatis statum redires,”amicorum consilio ad Patavinan Acades
miam, tamquam ad sapientie officinam, ‘profestus es ; ubi Idibus
Martii in diem sequentem,suscepto consilio, omnes omnmm dise
eiplinarwm, professores in edibus ‘clarissimi viri, Jacobi Alofaii
Connelii; ejus anctoritate, et precibus, ut convacarentur, petiisti
Cumg antem maximus doctissimornm hominum ceetus, et omnes
€X. insperato - pene. wtudiosi; et nobiles, Gymnasii juvenes una
oonvenissens, statim in primi ingreseus vestibuloy elegantissimo
carmine Patavinas laudes (nam ea tibi proposita erat ad dicens
dummsateriz) X tempore decantastic deinde cum celeberri.nis il
lis doctoribus multa ex-variis disciplinis tam ecute exagitast)
tam docte pertractasti, exroresque Aristotelis, a¢ interpretum
tan solide refutasti, tanta denique cum maximis viris modestis
egisti; ut omnes in virtutis admirationem, et morum suavitatis
amorem simml.allexeriss Neque id silentio pretereundum. est,
guod -ex tempore etiam, post sex horarum de re literarig col-
loguis ¢ disputationes, cum oblata tibi esset Ignorationem laun~
dandi occasio, tam ornate de ea re dixisti, ut'illi ipsi qui inte«
rerawt potius somnia fovere quam rem weram, et. presentem
videre se putasse mihi postea affirmarint. Alium poatea diem,
indixisti in ®dibus Illustrissimi Patavini Episcopi, rion ut altiug
ingenii tui:specimen preeberes, quod profecto frustra fecisses, eed
atreorum, qui primis disputationibus pon interfuerant} obnixis
precibus satisfaceres.  Varir yes huic proposito obstaeulo fueres
Ad secondum cettamen ventum nen est; sed plerique cune
primix Europe viris sermones habiti sunt. Nonnunquan homi-
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oum sexpectationes, licet propter facta tam illustria-de te maxkir
tnas, plerumque etiam_ et te ipsum, superasse. .dlctus“p&.mEx,
“quibus actis cum illico surrexisset, magna fama, obtrectatores
‘aliqui, quibus ex aliorum bene gesus et rebus secundis invidenr
‘Ga esse solet,” homuli, nescio quid dicam, tue virtuti aliquid
“Berogare frustra tentaverunt : ostendentes in obscuro odio apen-
“tas inimicitias, et in quo nihil nocere poterant, summam: volun-
r1.'atem nocemh. Tum tu, ut istas obtrectationes malevolentissi-
“mas pusillorum malevolorumque prosterneres atque obtereres,
*duo hec Theoremata in hac urbe edidisti 3,

'

Ul iis, qui (virtute veraque animi no/nhtate aliis profucens
te:) bene de Virtutis Amqtoribus sentire consueverun,
gratias agat immortales, Jacosus.CriToNIUS Sco¥us,
profligatisque et perditis hominibus omnem in posterum
jéctandi occasionem auferat ; errores Aristotelis pene in=
aumerabiles, et omniwa Latinorum Plulosopbamm, sive

+ Teym de 1psms mente disputant, sive cum res Theologicas
attingunt, et nopnullorum quoque Matheseos professorum
somnia refulabil, et ad objecia respondebit.

I iberam ad hec in omnibus disciplinis, sive,ille gublice do-
ceri soleant, sive sapientissimis tantum hominibus pervie
sint, arguendi occasionem dat : responsurus, sive,Logicis
et consuetis responsionibus, sive per Segretam Numerorum
rationem, aul figuras Mathemalicas, sive per, aliquod ex
centum carminum generibus, ez proponentium arbitrio.

1] !
In D. D. Joannis et Paulli Zide Sacra, in ipso Sancs
tissimo Pentecostos die, post Merdiem,

EXORDIUM SUMET. -

et per triduum indefessus sustinuisti; et, quamdiw tua auec-
toritas tibi defendenda fuit, sic acriter, et vehementer preeliatus
es, ut clamor, concursusque insolitus ad studia tua leniends,
tanta cum laude fleret, ut nihil wmquam magnificentius &b
hominibus auditum sit. Tu vero me, pon solym auctorem con-
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-witivrum 2heedt! spectatorem } pugnarum mmﬁcarum habmsl{l.
Nunc,:q\n)mam landis semper avidissimus fui, et preter cer-
. toros" Pinexpirivios &b omnibus habeor, muiltorumque odia pro tua
~onisa suseepl’; ura obseiro, et effice, ut facis, ut, .quia veram
Ivirtiiter %ognovi-ab'ornibus amer, amari, et laudari possim,
-&t 1t 7onjor fin éa'mihi in dies spes resideat. ~ Meas igitur in
~Ciceronis’ Paradoxs’ Tucubrationes, ‘hoc ipso, quia in Paradoxa
-sunt,“sub: 416 hominé prodire volui; quod vetenbns gratmm,
. Jovis favoréth conciliare solet. Tu autem has nostras vigilias, et
Stoicorum opiniones simul (quoad veritas patitur) tuebere: id_
enim tibi admodum erit facile ; jam enim pene omnes homines
-gut: gratiam © sut eloquentiam, snt. tantarum rerum, ne dicem
.bmmmn‘,"saentmm susplcmnt " Vive nostri memor,et Vale
.Ni’enetm,ixrvT Kal.-Jun. ® b xxcL

-Jacosr CriTon, Scoti, ad clarzsszmum virum, Patritium
Vencz‘um, Joannem Donatum.

ODE.

Dtivn Cupidus, tumidusque Deo tua dicere facta,
"Donate, quero, waxime ;
Mens desideriis ardet, sed lenta fatiscit
Sub torde virtus anxio.
"Non tehui tentandd videns freta turbida velo,
' Tardoque Pontum remige,
Compresso fervore semel sub pectore anhelo,
! Labore'desisto gravi.
Sed nihil intonsus frustra mihi Cinthius umquam’~
Snasit, vel alta numina.
Ergo Deum, et doctas swpe in mea vota cameenas
Rursus invoco furens.
#Tum ‘mens evehitur multa seu candidus aura
7 Olot levatus evolat,
Prepetibusque petit volitans sublimia pennis,
' - Magnumque inane dividit. 1%
Victorem drmate fammis si Musa Chimeeree
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Canora vatis extulit, r 1

Sive trucidantes immania monstra, vel ipsum

. Natum Marine Tethyos, m r

Aut' Anchisiadem, Priameiumque Hectora . gralue
Carmen poetarum beat,

Si vivunt Theronque, Hieronque, atque Ithacus ﬂw 1
Ob vana Clari ludicra,

Quos nuinquam obscura mb pube silentia condent: =#'
Obliviosa Tartari,

Hoe opus o vestrum, muse, est. ' Mihi cmgxwfronwmﬁﬂ N
* Tempusque Lauro Apollinari.

Nec deerit divos inter, regesque deorum
Genus, Donato gloria.

No. IV.

‘Prastantissimo Viro, LAURENTIO BIAséz, Reip. Vendtaer
Secretario.

inMeos in M. T. Ciceronis de Amicitia Dialogum tibi. mmbtupd.
ocommentarios, mi Laurenti Massa ; tibi, inquam, quem honesss
tissivoum, et ornatissimum virum, tum propria, twnmajoromy
gloria, perillustrem, mihi arctissimo amicitis vineulo adjungeres
tanta dignum laude duco, ut majorem expetere nequeam, 1 8w
quidem ego, non tantum, honore, amplitudine, aut prepotentis
utn opibus, (que omnia simul in te maxims sunt) quam animeol
virtute preedito delectari soleo ; qui (ut cum Cicerone nostro.diw
éarny amare, aut redamare possit: qualem tu medius fidiny
animem semper erga omnes, &t me presertim, quibuscungus!
licuit officiis, iisque minime Yulgaribus, ostendisti. Juxta 'Veq
nerem Charites, juxta Bacchum ZEthiopes quondam Mercuriutw
veteres posuere ; et Capitolino Jovi vicina fuit Fides, ut f Cau
tonis oratione ecriptum fuit. Tue .vero statum; que janpris
dem tali virtuti debetur, ad immortalitatis memoriem Wiqais

.....
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sermo, omnis oratio, et disputatio ad té merito pertinere debet,
tibique dicariz.cum fortunss animique vires pro amieis pro-
fundere, ita proprium tibi sit et peculiare, ut, quod numquam
vulgare fuit, numquam; permanavit ad multos, tu vix tibi patis
are commune esse cum paucis. Quod si ego, pro mea tenuitate,
pari erga_ te: officio et observantia uti non potui; Deum tamen
immortalem testor, numquam mihi officiosissimam voluntatem
defuisse 2. qus tuis in prifis, ut equum ¢sé, in me meritis,
excitari atque augeri solet, quoties eorum mihi venit in men-
temsjr-vecolo autem ed smpissime. Nihilogue minus vetustissi-
mam, et preeclarissimam Massonum familiam complectoranimo,
ex qua dein Mass® cognominantur, quse postquam ommem susm
gloriam in te, Laurenti nobilissime, transtulit, et illustrior fac-
ta est, et gloriosior. Etenim Nicolaus ille, Boccaccii testimonio
celebris, et alter ejus cognominis, uterque singulari medice fa-
cultatis laude clarissimus, tibi merito cedunt. Itemque tres illi,
nihilominus illustres, ejusdem item nominis virtutisque, Anto-
nii ; quorum primus, Theologuscelarissimus ordinis minorum,
pro Nicolao V. Nuncii Constantinopolitani munere functus est.
Secundus yero Antonius, Massa Gallesius,- juris legumgque-sci-
entia adeo clarus, ut nulli sus memorie in eo genere preestanti
viro secundus foret. Tertius denique doctissimus ille, pater
Apollonii, adhuo superstitis; qui tantam atque tam preeclaram
inter amedicos laudem consecutus est, nihil at ad eam accedere
posse ‘videatur. Hi, inquam, omnes tibi merito cedants qui
tantam {is reddis gloriam solus, quantam a tot viris illustribug
acceperiss ‘Te enim non temere Seeretarium Republios Veneta
complectitur, filium amat, consultorem alloquitury in te fidem
Isudat; amorem ccommendat, sapientiam admiratur ; te quoque
cijuscunque ordinis -homineg suspiciunt, tuamque immensany
virthtem ¢t comitatem, quam vel ex ipso adspectu ef corporia,
habitu contemplari licet, diligentissime colunt. Me studiervm,
virtutis amor, communisque animorum. ardoxy quo-Grid
toninm nostrum, divinum plane juvenem, proaequimur, subigite
ui tedeque ac ipsum amem ; ot que ipse de te cecinity in primisy
queres que hic subscripsi, dulcis wtriusque vestr\nn femoris
ergo sepe ac libenter usurpem, Vale.
s Wemgtiis, Idib. Jun. cid-10xx01,
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Jacosr Cairomiy, Scory, 'ac{'I.“m'J‘nﬁn-l‘xﬁﬂ’NiusAu,’

ol

ODE.

Errantem 3b oris me Caledoniis
Postquam triremis per freta Nerei
Vexit, volentem, mox remotos

Conspicere, et populos, et urbes,

Muse per undas precipites pie
Vagum secute, numine candido
Sgvig obarmatum periclis,

Incolumem sine labe servant,

Nati labores seu Dea Cypnia
Secuta, longas per pelagi vias |
Hostile per ferrum, per ignes,.
Perque minas comes,ibat ormnes,
Voo JY . '
Si forte Gades imipiger ultimos,
Syrtes ve, aut Indos visere. barbaros,
Vellem, ne¢ Indos, intervé Syrtes”
Destituent ope contumacess

En obstrepentis qui Oceani freta
Muytari amicee fluctibug Hadrie,
Latinus hospes, jam relictis
Diis patriis, gelidogue celo,
i
At non egenum Ccetus Aonius
Abjecit ; adsunt mi faciles dee, .
- Preestantque dulees una amices,
Quos eadem pia cuxs jungit. 1

Te, Massa, clari gloria sanguinis,

Pars una sumni, ¢t maxima consili,

.| Ardensque virtus te nitentem,
Te decorant et opes beatum,
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Musis,amicns cum yigens tamen,
Musis amico Critonio fove ;
O digne Divarum favore,
Quique Deum faveas amicis.

NO» V»
Extract from ALpvs MavNvkius.”
iy .

In acriticism on the classical use of the word, sfare, Aldus
bbserves, “Stare enim firmitudinem guandam habet. Quo modo,
Critoni, usurpasti in iis versibus quos ad me in tuo ad drbem
Venetam appulsu sdpétiote anno scripsisti.”

¢ I'lacuit auteit eds hoe loco describere; ‘ne homines evrum
desiderio teneantur.”—Aldine Cicero, vol. X. p. 243.

Dum procul a Patria, Hadriaci prope litora Ponti
Consedi, mediis-celsam miratus in undis

Stare urbem, swevi obtingunt cui jura Tridentis,
Et Pelagi imperium constans, eternaque sceptra :
Swpe meos animo casus meditabar inignos,

Sape humectabam guttis stillantibus ors 5

Cum mihi sese offert Dive veneranda figura
Naias, Eridani quondam prope cognita ripas,
Naias, una guidem doctis gratissima Musis.
Principio rebur simulacrum, sut vana viders\
Somnia (nulla fides otulis) eum protinus illa’

" His me ultro aggreditur dictis: Non te tua fallunt
Lumina ; nec'nostri vana est, quam cernis, imago.
Nam mandata fero Musarum, et jussa facesso
Palladis armisonw, quibus una est cura salutis
Certa tue : nec te per tanta pericula voctun ‘,
Urbem in preeclaram tumido sub pectore curas
Fas premere est.:: .meliora jubent sperate, monentque.’
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Non hec ists tibi tantam infortunia notal |
Contingunt: ne cede malis,' neu te sine 'vineiJ.
Cernis enim, ut late térres Satrnus in omries
Acer agit péstem, que fibris ceea bub ipsis,
.Conditur; atque alias magio jam turbine clades 3
Haud secas, ac Pheebi juratos Aulide Graios,
Quando Agamemnonio tetigit pro crimine-dextra.
Hic natos vite' exsortes, ast ille parentem I
Grandevum deflet, vel matris triste féretrum 37« |
Proque viro conjux, aut vir pro conjuge lnget. '
Ast alios volucris fortune incommeoda tangunty 19q
Reges, indomitas gentes, populosque rebelles) "t
Aut urbes domini terrarum, atqae oppida cernurit «
Erepta ; hic suri fulvans sfbi pondus adempturmL; i
Morbonumique cohors alios'immissa futigats 1 v
Namque in Hyperboreis tabes gue coeperat oristt
Materiem inveniens primum, dehine viribus illa-
Sensim fota suis, Europam irrepsit in omiem j§
Non secus, ac lentus flatu succenditur imis;
Paulatimque alimenta trahit, mox flamma péy ausds!
1lla crepat, seseque involvit lumine fulvo  + °
Fumida, Vulcanum late per inania jactans!
Primum exorta quiderd flavos infausts Britunnos)
Germanos tum cetuleos, Gallosque fetoces,
Hine etiam atra lues calidog fhfecit Iberos, !
Fertilis Ttalier debine¢ altas fusa per itrbes
Invaluit : gensere omnes, (miserabile dictu)
Aut pauci evasere inali exitiale veneminr.
. Torquet adhue primo pueros in limine vite,
Invalidosque senes extremo in limite vitee.
Et juvenes rapide firmissima pectora bello,
Disjicit ¢ infracte languent ad preelia vires.
Una etiam matzes petit; intongasqus’puellak,
Parcere nec forma, nee parcére yaeta juvents?
Necnon arments in chmpis errantia cernas, '
Que vix gy caput fessa ¢etvice retentant,
Horribilesque feras, pictutatssque’ volueres
‘Languere, ut lasso demisso papaveta eollo:
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Xam circumfusus cunctis animantibus ether- wi
*Concepit nocuos gremio, densosque vapores,
Utque aliquas:leges, sternaque feedera rebus
Imposuit natura paréns, sine nomine multa.

Sic in principiis latitant discriming rerum; et

1255 .

Mille movent: ham, hi Veneris placidissimus ignis (.

Sedaret; varios infausti Juminis ignes; - ., b
Discuteretque potens radiis contraris. Pheebus,
Mille malis rueret sevis obnoxius erbis’ . y
Namgque intemperiem ostendit modo marcidus aer,
Swpeque utatus, presens occasio morbi est.

O genus humanum;: quantas te sudacia fecit,,
Tapeti;proles, species perferre malorum,

Cum noya supplicia; et poenas imruisit acerbas
Juppiter omnipotens subductum infensus ob ignem
Curribug etheriis, perfectaque corpora litno?
Quisque deod, et fats vocat erudelia: culpe

Nemo sue justum capit imo in carde dolorem..

At placanda foret divwn inclementia thure,

Et precibus 3 sic mortales, sic vivere dignum est_
Dixerat, et pressis tacuit formosa labellis.

Tum me luminibus tacitis intenta pererrat,

Ut responsa petens. Trepidanti ego pectore tandem
Verba coacta dedi : Fateor me, candida Nais,
Promeritum quecunque fero : nec turpis egestas,
Infandum ve scelus servi mea pectora vexat.

At me quis miserum magna cognoscit in urbe,
Aut quis ad squoreas flentem solatur arenas?
Cumque ginum irroro lacrymis, verba irrita ventis
Trado, nec quisquam est, gemitus qui ¢entiat imos.
Colludunt vitreo auricome aub girgite Nymphs,
Assiduoque novos Glaucus meditatur amores.
Alma latet Doris, latet et Panopeia virgo, .

Quas Siren blando mulcet sub gurgite cantu &
Nec me Carpathiis vates in fluctibus andit
Cerulus, et variis assuetus ludere formis,

Ac sese in rerum miracula vertere cunota..

Sed nec equos bipedes tangunt tam parve furentes,
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Quz siceis oculis turpes in gurgite Phocas
Depasci htmarios pavitantes dentibus artus,
Cernunt’ Scylla vorax, aut navifragum Scylaceeum,
Cum rapiunt fractas sinuosa sub =quora puppes,
Numma nil nostros miserantur torva labores.
Ergo pteces scopulis, montnsque natantibus ultro
Fundimus : heu nimium surdent immania saxa.
- At vos, asstete nostras audire querel.as, N
O Nymphe, ad sacros latices que dulcia rura
Incolitis, gelidumque nemus, placidosque recessus,
Cur me numinibus disjungunt equora vestris ?
Cur non virgineas patiuntur cernere musas ?
Peenarum exhaustum satis est ; hen parcite, Fata,
Tuque graves, O Diva, meos miserare labores.
INs.autein roseo rursus sic ore locuta est =
Ipsa tibi expediam casus, si acire cupido est,
Auxiliumque feram certum modo rebus egenis.
Non te divini, divisque parentibus orti,
Aldi fama latet, totum diffusa per orbem ?
Hunc Asi® gentes norunt, et Cantaber atrox,
Decolor atque Indus, vel qui ¢olit incola terras
Extremas penitus, sive auro insignis Orion,.
Sive Hyades pluvie, seu septem odversa Trioni

. Sidera clara caput semper sublime coronant.
Huic (pharetra tontum insignis) crinitus Apollo
Se Tritoniaca confessus arundine victum,
Atque lyta cedit ; nec se negat esse secundum,
Formose natus Maue neque docta Minerva
Dedignata parem est : tantum nitet aurea virtug.
Hunc pete ; namque regens filo vestigia ceca
Diriget ille tuos optato in tramite gressus:
Inde viam pandet. Sequere hune qusecunque jubentem :
Sic te Diva monet, sevum quee Gorgona gestat,
Que plerumque tuis preesens erit optima votis ;
Namque hic contemptis tandem dominatur Athenis‘
Nec te tam longe disjungunt #quora Musis;
Immo hec indigenee veniunt ad litora Musse,
Necnon et Drymo, Lygeaque, Cymodaceque, *
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Nymphaque Junonis pulcherrima ﬁeiobeia,
Que=que {llas superant, atque Oceanitides ambas ;
Hmxc eadem Hadriace fulgent ad litora Nymphe,
Docte Palladias Veneri conjungere curas. e
Ipsa etiam, spretis Cnidogue, Paphoque, Cytheraque,
Auren collucens Venetas Venus incolit arces.
Preeteres summo coram te Principe ducet,
_ Quem tibi Diva dedit comitem, sacrumque Senatum
Adspicies, divosque omnes longo ordine Patres.
Non ith Tantalides, Regum cingente corona
Argolica, solio enituit sublimis ab alto,
Atque orbis dominos inter, patresque Latinos,
-Augustus Cesar; qualem fulgere videbis
Grandevum, atque annis et majestate verendum
Eximios inter proceres, gentemque togatam,
Patrem urbis Venete : Divumque ut Juppiter ipse
Consilio in magno tectum omnipatentis Olympi
Concutit, ac terras humiles, Erebumque sonantem,
Apparens cceld, ac terris, Ereboque tremendus.
" Dique etiam falgent reliqui splendore perenni: -
Sic Patrf ®therio modo Principis ®mula virtus®
Semideimque, Deis preedatur sidera, et altum
Religione polum ; hinc terras ditione, opibusque
Et bello quafit, ac sevum pietate Atheronta,
Donec nocturnis Dictynna invecta quadrigis
Cum Phcebo alterno lustrabit Iumine terras,
Pulchraque per tacitum labentur sidera mundum,
Stabunt res Venetew, et preclare gloria Gentis,
ZEternum positis tutissima fundamentis.

Dixerat, et levibus vix mquora tingere plantis
Visa, petit binis propius de cornibus unum,
Quo pater Eridanus violentibus influit undis
In mare purpureum, et vitreo caput abdidit amne.
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Manet autem me ¢ihavmia, cujus maximam esse vimn sentio, ut
Oden etiam, guam ad me scripsisti, hoc loco inseram.—Ea autem
hec est. -

Intermissa diu Chelys, .

Nec Lydiis cecini carmina tibiis,
Nec molles cithara modos,

Carmen perpetuo flchile personans.
Sed nunc mente feror nova,

"Per sacrumque trahit Melpomene nemus.

Lauro tempora Delphico

Cinctum Pierius me rapit, et chorus
Pheebo, qua tumidus sequor,

Te clarum recinens, Alde, in Apollinis
Arte, et conspicuum. Tuse

Laudes lztitiam, dulceque gaudium,
Solamenque dabunt mihi,

Et mentem eripient tristibus e malis ;
Syren carminibus truces

Seu mulcet pelagi preecipitis minas

« Cantu, vel fide Lesbia,

Dum lenit virides Nereidum chorcs,
Et Thetis cupide sonos

Dulces sub vitreo gurgite concipit.
Sic laudes quoties tuos

Pulsis experior corde molestiis,
Non suspiria ab intimo

Ducam corde dolens, ut soleo nimis ;
Sed Pheebus facilis mee

Erranti injiciens freena licentie,
Permittet pede candido

Errare, et gelidos visere liberum
Nympharum latices sinet.

Tunc ipse ex adytis rite Heliconiis
Metrum grandius eloquar,

Candoremque canen semper amabilem.

Aldine Cicero, vol. X. p. 2467
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No. VI.

Memorie Jacost CRITONIL

Vel mortuum enim te laudari par est, Jacobe Critoni, quem
importuna mors nobis abripuit. Quis enim te vivum non admira-
tus est ? Quis mortuum non luget ? Ego quidem, te vivo, maxi-
mum judicii mei fructam cap1ebam mortuo, doloris modum non
invenio. Vixesses, Critoni ! vixisses ! neque unquam te Virgilii
patria vidisset ! Fato enim quodam nobis misero contigit, ut que
ipsi ortum dedit, supetiore anno, (cum nondum XXII. mtatis
annum exple:sses; glorimque satis, nobis minimum vixisses,) tibi
vi vitam eriperet. Semper ego tui memoriam colam ,' semper
tua imago aute oculos obversabitur ; semper idem mihi eris, qui
idem semper eris bonis omnibus. Faxit deus ut czlestia omnia
tibi felicia contingant’; qui ceclestia’vivéns semper adamaris, et
in eorum contemplatione totus versatus sis.~—O diem funestum
V. Non. Quinct '—Hzee ad te, ex hoe infelici ad -illud celeste
domicilium, bona omnia precans, scribo.

Penetiis IV. non. Nov. ® DXXCIIN.

Qui te vivum coluit, mortuumque observat,
Aldus Maonuecius, P.F.A.N.

No. VII.

" Illustri Adolescenti STAN1sLAG NiEcosseuuskl, PoLoxo.

Optime cecidit, Stanislae preestantissime, ut quod ego summo-
pere optabam, id tu vicissim optares. Nota mihi tua virtus
erat, nota tuarum laudum gloria ; restabat at tu mibi, ego tibi, de
faeie notus essem. Maximopere igitur devinetum me esse pro-
fiteor Gabrieli Cavatio, ingenii et judicii laude prestanti, qui ef-
fecit non solum ut te nossem, sed ut tuum congressum, excellen
temque virtutem gustarem. Ego te magni faciebam ; -nunc fa~
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teor, viclsse te opimonem meem, divinumque, lngemum tuum
esse a vulgo longe remotim ; qui ea prastes quse homines neque
mirari satis pro dignitate possunt. O te felicem ! O me guoque
felicem ! cui contigit te nossé, tuaque amiditia frui. Fac, queso,
diutius nos non esse in tui desiderio, neque tusm presentiam
nobis nega ; qui, te presente, aliquid sumus, absente, nihil pror-
sus esse nobis videmur. Ut igitur mei memoriam tibi renovem,
heec ad te mitto Arati versus, a Cicerone conversos ;—Poetam
Poetee ;—malum poetam bono.poete. Librum de Universitate, Cri-
tonio meo, vel mortuo, dedi : {ibi, Critonii laudatori, ne dicam, an
emulo  an utrique ? an superiori ¢ Aratum do. Mirum, dum
scribo, me inflammat tui videndi desiderium ; totos dies tecum
libenter essem, qui ex tua consuetudine maximum fructum ca-~
pio. Tu versus non scribis, sed fundis ; ut vere poetam te patnm
esse omnes judicent. Non tu Thomam Peregrinum, in'celeber-
Yimo isto Patavino Gymnasjo Metaphysicen, eximia sui gloria et
anditorum utilitate publice docentem, mortuum, in fupere car=,
mine ex tempore. publice laudasti? Quid plura? Ne, qui,te
laudare vult, neque initium neque finem reperict fuarum *k"““'l
dum qua cum maxime sint et immortales, immortalj preconig,
‘ dxgme, sunt, et te ipsum laudatorem querunt. Redeo igitur ad
primum. illud: Fac, Vepetias revertens, ut possimus te xeguse,
tare, et omnibus tuaw virtutem communicare ; occultam enim,
eam esse non ego facile patior, neque ea esse vult. Modestus
sis, quantum vis: modestiam tuam superabunt amici tui ; ne-
que te latere volent, qui nimium jamdiu latueris, modestie tue
vitio; hoc enim titulo appellare libet. Majorum tuorum nobi-
litas, vel maxima, nihil te illustrat ; nihil ex ea ad te redundat,
bonorum omnium judicio : nobilitatem ipsam illustras, per teip-
sum, qui tantum ci splendoris affers, quantum alii ex ea acci~
pere sepe gloriantur. Et, si saperent, non gloriargntur. Vera no-
bilitas est, virtute prestare, et a se 1pso nobilitatem petere,
fique mihi'vere nobiles videntur, qui vel si maxime nobiles sint,
qualis to precipue es, nobilitatis vetustis titulis contemptis,
nobilitatem 8 se sumunt, in eaque gloriantur. Q veram gloriany §;
quam qui consequuntur, beati illi mihi bonisque omuibus videri,
solent, et beati certe sunt.
Deus. Opt. Max. te; qui tantam virtutem (nondum XK
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nnnum natum, quod est mirum tictu) possides, diu felicem esse’
Vel\t.

Venetu:, IV Non. Nov. @ DXXCIH.

Tui observantissimus,
Aldus Mannuceius. P. F. A. N,

No. VIII.

Extract from the Qfficina Historica of FEL1x AsToLPar

»

9'¢“Lo scozzese & notissimo & tutti (chiamavasi Giacopo Critow
nio,) ilquale, quasi per un mostro maraviglioso 4 tempi nostri:
fu ammirato per la sua stupenda memoria, si come quello, che!
penetrando quantunque g‘nova’netto di 22. anni, per entro alle pitk!
recondite scienze sponeva sensi oscuri, sentenze dificillissime dis
Filosofi et Teologi, si che & tutti quei, che la sua prima lanu.
gine' guardawmne, pareva ‘impossibile, ch'egli leggere, nott che-
mandare alla memoria havesse potuto tanto.”~-Page 76.

No. IX.

Extract from the Museum Historicum of TMPERIALIS, publishs '
ed in the 1640, about sixty years after the death'of Crichton. +

[y

l
Hic est Critonius ille Scotus, transacti dudum seculi mona

strum, prodigioso nature opificis conatu editum, quo Parnassi |
- spatia stupendo eb inusitato spectaculo illustrarentur. - Hic est
totius adhuc orbis judicio Pheenix habitus ingeniorum ; divins
mentis -igniculis summi potius Datoris referens majestatem,



262 APPENDIX.

quam mortnlem ad emulandum lacessens-fndustriam: ! Secensit)
in Italiam ex Insula Scotis, Occiduo contermina Oceino; tunes
temporis, cum religionis cause intestine inibi seditiones exorte,)
Inctuosas toti regno calamitates attulerant; regina ipsa'e sede!
pulsa, et Anglorum carceri tradita ; nec nonferro ac' flaminis, in'
lares et fania Dedim, perdité grassantibus. Robertus siquidernr
ejus pater ex Stuarda Regum Scotorum familis oriundus, oppi-
dorum Dowinus, et copiarum Ecclesie jure tuentium ductor)
preeclarum e tot incendiis eximendum filium, traducendumque
Venetias, tutum pacis a8ylumn, existimavit. Ibi statim coram
Duce ac Senatu perorans, adolescens vigesimum vix attigend
annum, tam propensis hominum studiis est exceptus, ut hdmi+
rétio venerationem, plausum wrbis in ipsum freqientia saper<
aret. Oris enim suavissimi species, erectum corpus, walidd
fnembra. rose signum circa dextrum lumen innatum, at omd
siam facilé alliciebat oculos ; sic preealta facundia, réramque
notitia preclarissimarum, demonicum prorsus {qualem magnis’
viris attribuit Aristoteles) ei subesse aniini testabantur vigorém®
Quid aut magnificientius, aut admirabilius, quam i fpsis éphied
bis, belli detentum studiis ingeniwm, tantam in doetrinarind
d@rvis messem eogere Potuisse? Quid humanuin magie exsupers
#ns captum, quam vigesimo primo setatis anno; dBeem' linguat
tum peritia, necnen Philosophis, Mathematicm, Theologite, mit-
tiorum extium, cetersrumque omnium, disciplinarum apicibds
prestitisse ? Porro quid magis in toto terrarom ambitu inaudi-
tum, quam digladiendi, saltandi, sonandi, equitandi, totiusque
gymnastice prestantiam singularem, tot arcanis elate mentis
junxisse preerogativis ? Deperiit ipsum pree ceteris Patavina ju-~
-ventus, dum in ornatissimum ejus Lyceum prodiens, ¢um cew
leberrimis Europe doctoribus, de rebus omnibus disputationéds
+iniit, incredibili memorie, dictionis, ac ingenii felicitate,” adeo
ut ab ejus ore singuli velut delapsi a ecelo numinis deperiderent.
Ac sang illud Aldi junioris testimonio traditumi in prefatione
+ Ciceronis Paradoxorum, quod accitis, in Jacobi Aloysii Cornclii
Senatoris clarissimi domicilio, cunctis omnium ordinwm gym-
#iasii profesdoribus, cum Patavinas leudes ex:tempore decinti.
y¥it, tum, sex horarum spdcio, susceptis plurium scientiatum col-
loquiis, ac’tandem etiam proposito sibi laudande Ignorantis
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themate, tam ornate ac diserte ea de re dixit, ut somnia potius,
quam rem veram et presentem audire ac videre arbitrarentux,
Hine factum, ut alio die indictum in sdibus Illustrissimi Pa-
tavini \Episcopi congressum, declinarent prope omnes; cujus
tamen rei causam idem Aldus aperte non refert. Mihi quidem
ex patris mei, qui ipsum audiit, sermonibus sgnitum, ex doe-:
toribusunum, interriti spiritus acie, Arcangelum Merceftarium,
", insignem Philosophum, cum Critonio de rebus Physicis copiose,
graviterque dissernisse, impugnando, resolvendo, interpretando
subtiliter, ac prompte singula, qui propterea perhonorificum lec~
tissime coronw®, ac vel ipsius disceptatoris judicium est emeri-
‘tns, Ceterum Patavina hic deserens stadia, ceu ludis omuibus
victor, Venetias rursum,se contulit ; ubi cum rabidis iniquorun
morsibus excitus, omnem vellet retundere livoris acutiem, in-
feres, in AEde sacra Divi Joannis et Pauli, conclusiones ad dis-
putandum exposuit, Pentecostes die, ac per triduum propugna,
tas. [Utiis, qui, virtute veraque animi nobilitate aliis prelu-
centes, bene de virtutif amatoribus sentire consueverunt, gra-
tias agat immortales Jacobus Critonius Scotus, profligatisque ac
perditis hominibus omnem in posterum jactandi occasionem
auferat ; errores Aristotelis pene innumerabiles, et omnium La-
tinorum Philosophorum, sive cum de ipsius ‘mente dispttant,
gsive cum res Theologicas atlingunt, et nonnullorum quoque
Matheseos professormin somnia refutabit. Liberam ad hee in
omnibus disciplinis sive ille publice tradi soleant, sive sapien-
-tissimis tantum hominibus pervie sint, arguendi occasionem
dat ; responsurus sive Logicis et consuetis responsionibus, sive
per secretam numerorum rationem, aut figuras Mathematicas,
sive per aliquod ex centum carminum generibus, ex proponen-
tium arbitrio.]] En sacri celsissime originis impetus, quibus
pares nulla temporum memoria, preeterquem in Pico Mirandula
vix invenias. Tantus igitur humani generis fulgor occidit sub
iniquo heu nimis Mantue ceelo, deplorando semper eventu. Eo
siquidem, cum Venetiis abstractus humanitate Guyllelmi Gon-
zagh® Ducis, animi gratia recessisset, ac vespere quodam cum
cithara, et ense sub alis solo, aulicorum more per urbem iisset ;
contigit, ut Ducis filio, Vincentio (consulto an casu incertum)
occurrens, ad arma fuerit acriter lacessitus ; qui repente stre-
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nuissimo in ipsum, duosque socios insuliu, non solum efferos’
repellens jctus, sed magnum ipsis periculum inferens, eo lassa-
tum tandem redegit principem, ut edita voce Jacobo se pandere
sit coactus. - Hic vero prolapsis statim genubus, veniam affgcta~
e impensius vindictee dum peteret, se, quod illum in tenebris
non dignovisset, excusans, furemti atque inexorabili Vincentit
_dextera transverberatus est, V. Non. Quinct. anno MDXXCIII.,
expleto nondum etatis vigesimo secundo. Miserabiiis hercule
fati rumor in ultimas usque terras expansus, nedum tetricis vi-
ventes institutis homines perculit, sed naturam prope turbavit
aniversam ; "qus, pompam éxcidisse suam ingemens, haud am.
plius tantis se mortales camulaturam honoribux minata: est.
GEORGII ROTINT.
Ignoto latnit Pheenix Critonius evo;’ -
Funereis postquama Mantua mersit aquis ;
Scilicet, ut surgat redivivus in ®thera Pheenix;
Auxilium posset qui dare nullus etat.
Famigeras iterum Critonius exit in auras,
Et volat ingenio docta per ora virtim. -
Addidit imperio mansuras Dedalus alas
-Et penna has pennas Imperialis habet.

RONCONIE
Fert prejudicium sapiens Critonius annis,
Dum vincit roseis terpora cana comis.
Hine parat insidias setas, quibus ille recedat,

. Invida que tantum nollet habere viram. .
Ast iterum superat languens fera seecula, namque
Que superest, famam non gelida urna capit.
Ingenio Pheenix, Pheenicis sorte novare

Debuit occiduum, non moritura dies.
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No. X.
Dempster’s Account of Crichton.
il . . B
Rist. Eccles, Gentis Scot™. Lib, IIL p. 187.,

«** Jacobus Crichtonius, sive Critonius, illustri familia- Cluni#
natug,- in patrio Gymnasio prima Musarum stipendis. ynernit.
Inde ut erat vivaci ingenio, militiam adolescens secutus pere-
grinam. Ejus etiam brevi conditionis perteesus, in Italiam; litera~
rum domicilium et humanitatis sacrarium, concessit ; ubi Genua
relicta, qua honorario satis amplo invitatus fuerat, Venetias abiit,
eaque ingenii sui, et ad portentum stupepde memorie, incredi-
bili ea etate lectione et judicio, monuments edidit,. ut vulgo
miraculum orbis et diceretur, et esset. Atque crebrescerte se-
cunda illa fama, inde eyocatus, Principis Mantuani juventuti
prepositus, ab eodem noctl interfectus, gravi Ducis patpis do-
lore, nec miitpre indignatione : summeo vero sui, et ap.d cives
suos, et Italos saltem equiores virtutum wmstimatores, desiderio
relicto. Amicos habuit precipuos Laurentivm Aassam, Scrini-
arium Venetum, -Spe;orwm Speronium; qui egregie eum in Epis-
tolis commendat ad eum scriptis, Aldum Manutium, qui Para-
doxon Commentarium illi .inscripsisse dignatus. Ab -unico
Trajano Boccalino maledicentissimo male exceptus est ; sed cum
in eo homine scurrilis dicacitas sine ulla eruditionis mixtura sit,
honori erit Crichtonio nostro a tam imperite violaris Sed pro-
gramma Patavii ab ipse propositumn adducam; quo facilius
quanta ingenii prestantia fuerit intelligatur.” [ Here follows the
Programma, ‘given in page 248. Dempster lben continues 3}
Hanc sane ingenii ostentationem lubentius ferrem et fidentius
preedicarem, quam possem pati jactabundé ad Scotie Reges ge-
nus ipsius referendum ; nam jnane est ea se gentis aut sanguinis
gloria perperam arrogatd venditare, cum tanta claritudo in tenui
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fortuna ridicula videatur.® Quare ut verum sit, fomiliam Clu-
niam nobilem esse, ita illud mendacissimum, Regis Scotie Ja-
cobi Critonii Majores ullos extitisse ; quod tamen, in Epistola ad
Commentarium in laudes Paradoxa liminari, asserunit Aldus Ma-
nutius, plus nimio in laudes Sanguinis et Familie effusus : hoc
ideo, plenius ut Mortales intelligant, quam insipida sit quor\,m_-'l
dam nostratium adolescentium elatio, qui se vilescere apud ex-
teros existimant, nisi specioso Regii sanguinis titulo se comr-
mendaverint ; quod vix unquam & vere nobili viro fieri animad-
vertl. Sed ad rem redeo.

Ejus sunt,
Ode ad Laurentium Massam plures. Lib. I.
Laudes Patavine. ! Li¥. I

Carmen ex lempore effusum, cum, in Jucobi Aloysid Cors

nelif domo, e_xperimcntum ingenii, coram totd Academic®

frequentia, non dine¢ muliorum stupore, faceret. v

Ignorantie laudatio. Lib, L.

Extemporale thema ibidem redditum, post sex horarum

* dispulationes. Ut prasentes somnia potius fovere, quam
srem veram videre affirmarint, ait. Munutius. !

De appulsu suo Venetias. Lib. I)' Epos.
0dz ad Aldum Manutium. v Lib. L
Epistole ad diversos. Lib. I.
Prefationes solemnces in omnes scientias, sacras et pro-

fanas. Lib. I.
Judicium de Philosophis. Lib. I.

® 1t has already been shewn (p. 10.) that Crichton, in maintaining
his descent from the royal House of Stuart, asserted nothing but the
truth ; and if such an assertion be found to savour somewhat of vain
glory, yet, in this, he only followed the example of the age, and of his
countrymen, who were not always so well grounded in their *¢ boast of
heraldry.”—* Nulli,” says Barclay, in his character of the Scottish
nation, ** nulli magis memores suz stirpis, adeo ut familiz decus ma-
lint interdum sua paupertate faedare, quam supprimere intempestivos
titulos, et suz cognationis parumper oblivisci. Nam in regione virorum
feecundiore quam frugum, necesse est clarissimi sanguinis multos in
egestatem nasci : quibus, per diversa terrarum queerentibus opes, (nec
alii fide aut industria pracellent,) et ad preconia suz nobilitatis ohsti-
natis, sepius audientium risus, quan lachryme et fides accessit.— Bar-
¢lai Satyricon, 1674, p. 391,
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Errores Aristotelis. *Lib. 1.
Refutatio Mathematicorum. Lib. 1.7
Armes an Litere preestant?  Controversia Oraloria. Lib. 1.

\"ixxt anno MDLXXXI. Plures libros memoriter tenebat,
quam quisquam ea wtate legerat.© (Feliz Astolphus, in Qfficina
Historica, pagina CIL)

No. X1I.

Johnston's praise of Crichton.
Another poetical testimony to the merits of Crichton, is that
of John Johnston, in his Heroes Scoti ; a poem, consisting of a’
collection of short characteristic stanzas on the merst eminent
persons in Scottish history, written in the year 1603. Tt also
. fixes the date of his death, and the hand by which he fell.—

Jacobus Crittonius, Clunius, Musarum pariter et. martis
tlumnus, omnibus in studiis admirabilis, Mantue, a Ducis
Mantuane filio ceesus, 1581.”

Et gehus et censum dat Scotia: Gallia pectus
Excolit : admirans Itala terra viram

Ambit, et esse suum vellet., Gens emula vitam
Abstulit.—An satis hoe, dicat ut'illa suum ? -

Mantua habet cineres, scelus exsecrata nefandum,
At tumuli tanto gaudet honore tamen.

No. XI1.

Abernetly’'s Encomium on Crichton.
Musa Campestris, Monspelii, 1609.— Page 52.

D. M.
Popularis sui, Jacobi Chrichtoni & Cluny, Juvenis incompara-
bilis, tam acumine, judicio, memoriique omnium literarum
oblivisci nescia, quam equestri, gladiatoria; emnivinque armo-
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rum exercitatione, -quo ad majorem stuporem totius Italiee, ita
et ejusdem meerorem indigne trucidati a G. G. D. M. D, S.

O felix animi juvenis Chrichtone vigore

Ingenii volitante supra, qui vectus in astra
Humanam sortem et mortalis culmen honoris !
Seu placuit musas colere, aut glomeramine campuin
‘Tundere cornipedis, pictisve ardescere in armis.
Grandia sublimis nuper miracula mentis
Monstrasti attonito, et rapuisti protinus orbi.
Tuque, licet Princeps, peperit quem Mantua clars,
Gonzaga infelix ! tua quam temeraria dextra !
Heu decus Aonidum fixisti vulnere feedo,
Doctoremque tue, formatoremque juvente ;

Quo nimium, nimium infelix Chrichtonus owat
ZEtheris invisas auras, lucemque relinquens ;
Nunc facinus pueri deplora etate senili.

Tum Antenoride flerunt, Phaetontias unda
Deflevit miserum, flevit Venetusque Senatus,
Matrone Adriace simul, Ttalidesque puelle.
Flewt slorifero peramcenus Mincius amne,

Illum omnes Athesisque Dez, et Benacides omnes
Flevere: at docte ante alias flevere Sorores.

Quin popularis adhuc gemitum Fortha abdit in alveo,
Fortha, Caledoniis foecandans arva colonis,

Ergo, flos Juvenum, Scotie spes, Palladis ingens,
Ereptumque decus 3Musarum e duleibus ulnis,
- 'Te, quamvis sileant alii, Chrichtone, Poete, )
Teque, tuamque necem, nunquam mea Musa silebi¢:
Flebilibusque modis semper tua fata queretur,

Se&pe iterans luctus, et singultantia verba.

Ix Eunpem.
Si videas quee mira diu, mirabere non plus ;
Sin semel, in totos mira loquere dies.
Chrichtonum hine Superi voluere ostendere mundo
Tantum : non mundo hunc hi voluere ddre.
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No. XIII

David Buchkanan's Account qf Crichion.

From his MS. wntten about the year 1625, preservetl in the Advocates’
Library.

Jacobus Cnciltomus, genere et natione Scotus, ex fumxha
Claniensi in Angusia generosis parentibus ortus, a teneris
annis in Schola Edinburgena bonis literis informatus, et in aca~
demia Andreapolitana philosophicis studiis imbutus. , Postquam
vero artes liberales ex parte didicisset, jamque sui juris plane
factus, nullum _peculiare studium est secutus ; sed quasi per
omnia vagatus, uti erat juvenis multiplicis doctnnse et me-
mori®, stupendique ingenii, modo in grammaticis, modo in po~
liticis et rhetoricis, modo in philosophicis studiis, et modo in
theologicis se exercuit, ita ut in omni genere scientiaium doctis-
simus haberetur. Demum longinquas petit regiones, utillic
meliores in studiis progressus faceret, et tum in Gallia, Germa«
nia, et [talia peregrinaret. Inter omnes viros doctos illius seculi,
tanquam mirzculum doctrine divinitus missum, tum inter Pon-
tificios, tum inter Protestantes, habitus est. Vita ipsius a Paulo
Manutio scripta est, in preefatione Commmentariorum ad Taradoxa
Ciceronis; quos Commentarios eidem Critonio inscribit, dedi-
catque. In horum decursu, Carmina Crichtonii nonnulls ab obli-
vionis injuria vindicat Manutius, cum mirabili illo programmate
valvis Academir Patavine affixo, in quo publice se gbtulit contra
omnes Professores et Doctores ejusdem academis, imo totius [ta~
le, de omni questione Artium gut Scientiarum cum illis dis-
serere: quod postea in preecipuis Academiis, maxime vero in ipsa
Romana Civitate, preesentibus Pontifice, Cardinalibus, Ducibus,
Pincipibus, aliisque doctis viris ; in qua tantam ebtinuit laudem-
gloriam, et victoriam, uta Clemente VIII. pro admirabili § ipsius
ingenio et doctrina commendatus fuerat Principi et Duci de,
Mantue, ad filinm suum instituendum in omni politiori doc-
trina; a quo postes, in nocturna quadam ambulatione, quod ama-
siam principis deperiret, infeliciter est interfectus, in etatis suse
flore, cum vix trigesimum attigisset anpum. Ejus effegies in
Vaticana Bibliotheca posita fuit, ct in hunc usque diem conscr.

]
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vatur a Pontifice. * Vir erat in humanjore literatora supra yule
garém morem eruditus ; poeta non vulgaris, orator discrtus,
philosophus acutissimus; acris ingenii, solidi judicii, summe
eruditionis, paris eloquentix, incredibilis industrie et Taborid ;
denique, in omni melioris doctringe genere tantam consecutus est
perfectionem, ut inter eruditissimos ®tatis sue viros non imirié-
rito esset numerandus. Reliquit multa egregie calamo annotata;
'(plum quidem multo et majora relicturns, nisi morte repentinﬂ
fuisset preeventus,) que docta cum voluptate legeret posteritas ;
precipue hec,—Orationes quasdam, Theses* quasdam, Carmi-
na varia. Claruit, anno intimate Pacis Evangelie 1582, sub
Scoti® Rege, Jacobo Sexto.

No. XIV.

Sir Thomas Urquhart's Account of Crichion.
From the Jewel, p.-58.

To speak 2 little now of his {Lord Napier’s) compotriot
Crichtoun, I hope will not offend the ingenuous readler ; who
may know, by what is already displayed, that it earmot Wé
heterogeneal from the proposed purpose, o make report of that
magnanimous act atchieved by him at the Duke of Mantua's
eourt, to the honour not only of his own, but to the etéimal
Yenown also of the whole Isle of Britain; the maniier whereof
was thus:

A certaine Italian gentleman, of a mighty, able, strong, nimble}
and vigorous body, by nature flerce, cruel, warlike, and auda«
cious, and in the gladiatory art so superlatively expert and dex-
trous, that all the most skilful teachers of escrime, and fencings
masters of Ttaly (which in matter of choice professors in that
faculty needed never as yet to yield to any nation in the wotld)
were by him beaten to their good behaviour, and, by blows dnd
thrusts given in which they could not avoid, enforced to ac-
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knowledge him their overcomer : bethinking himself, how,

affer so great 2 conquest of reputation, he might by such means

be very suddenly enriched, he projected a course of exchanging

Lhe blunt to sharp, and the foiles into tucks; and in this reso-
lution providing a purse full of gold, worth neer upon four

byndred pounds English money, traveled alongst the most

especial and considerable parts of Spaine, France, the Low

Couuntryes, Germany, Pole, Hungary, Greece, Italy, and other

plages, wherever there was greatest probability of encountering

with the eagerest and most atrocious duellists ; and immediately
after his arrival to any city or town that gave apparent likeli=.
hood of some one or other champion that would enter the lists
and cope with him, he boldly challenged them with sound of
trumpet, in the chief market place, to adventure an equal sum

of money against that of his, to be disputed at the syord’s point,

who should have both. There failed not several ‘brave men,

almost of all nations, who actepting of his cartels, were not
. afraid to hamard both their person and coine against him: but
(till he midled with this Crichtoun) so maine was the ascen-
dant he had above all his antagonists, and so unlucky the fate of
such as offered to scuffle with him, that all his opposing com-
batants (of yhat state or-dominion soever they were) who had -
not lost both their life and gold, were glad, for the preservation
of their person, (though sometimes with a great expence of
blood,) to leave both their reputation and money behind them.
At last returning homewards to his own country, loaded with
honour and wealth, or rather the spoile of the reputation of
those forraiginers, whom the Italians call Tramonteni, he, by
the way, after his accustomed manner of aboarding other places,
repaired to the city of Mantua, where the Duke (according to
the courtesic usually bestowed on him by other princes) vouch-
safed him a protection, and savegard for his person : he (as
formerly he was wont to do by beat of drum, sound of trumpet,
and several printed papers, disclosing his designe, battered on
all the chief gates, posts and pillars of the town,) gave all men
to understand, that his purpose was to challeuge at the siugle
rapier, any whosocver of' that city or country, that durst be so
bold as to fight with him, provided he would deposite a bag of
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five hundred Spanish pistols, over against another of the same
value, which himselt should lay down, upon this condition,
that the enjoyment of both should be the conqueror’s due., His
ehallenge was not long unanswered : for it happened at the
same time, that three of the most notable cutters in the world,
(and so highly cried, up for valour, that.all the bravos of the
land were content to give way to_their dommeenng, how inso-
lent scever’ they should prove, ‘because of their former con-.
stantly obtained victories in the field,) were all three-together
at the court of Mantua ; who hearing of such a harvest of five
. hundred pistols, to be reaped (as they expected) very soon, and
with ease, had almost .contested amongst themselves for the
“priority of the first encounterer, but that ‘one of my Lord
Duke’s courtiers moved them to cast lots who should be first,
second, anqdl third, in case of none the former two should prove
victorious. Without more adoe, he whose chance it was to
answer the cartel with the first defiance, presented himself
within the barriers, or place appointed for the fight, where his
adversary attending him, as soon as the trumpet sounded a
charge, they jointly fell to work: and (because I am not now
to amplify the particulars of a combat) althongh the dispute
was very hot for a while, yet, whose fortune it vas to be the
first of the three in the field, had.the disaster to be the first of
the three that was foyled : for at lagt with a thrust in the throat
he was killed dcad upon the ground. This nevertheless not a
whit dismayed the other two; for the next day he that was
second 1n the roll, gave his appearance after the samje manner
as the first had done, but with no better success ; for he likes
wise was laid flat dead upon the place, by means of a thrust he
received in the heart. The last of the three-finding that he was
as sure of being engaged in the fight, as if he had been the first
in order, pluckt up his heart, knit his spirits together, and, on
the day after the death of the second, most courageously enter«
ing the lists, demeaned himself for 2 while with great activity
and skill ; but at last, his luck being the same with those that
preceded him, by a thnist in the belly, he within four-and-
twenty hours after gave up the ghost. These (you may imagine)
were lamentable spectacles to the Duke and citie of Mantua,
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who casting down their faces for shame, knew not what course
to take for reparation of their honour. The conquering duel-
list, proud of a victory so highly tending to both his honour
and profit, for the space of a whole fortnight, or two weeks
together, marched daily along the streets of Mantua (without
any opposition or controulment) like another Romulus, or Mar-
cellus, in triumph: which the never<too-rauch-to-be-admired
Crichtoun perceiving, to wipe off the imputation of cowardise
lying upon the odurt of Mantua; to which he had but even then
arrived, (although formerly he had been a domestic thereof,) be
could nejther eat nor drink till he had first sént a challenge to the
conqueror, appelling him to Tepair with his best sword in his
hand, by 9 of the clock in the morning of the next day, in pre-
" sence of the whole court, and in the same place where he had
killed the other three, to fight with him upoh this quarre™; that,
in the Court of Mantua, there were ag valiant men as he'§ and,
for hig¢ better ericouragement to the desired undertaking, he
assured him, that, to the aforesaid five hundred pistols, he
would adjoin a thousand more ; wishing him to do the like,
that the victor, upon the point of his sword, might carry away
the richer booty. The challenge, with all its conditions, is no
sooncr accepted ©f, the time and place mutually condescended
upon kept accordingly, and the fifteen hundred pistols Ainc inde
deposited, but of the two rapiers of equal weight, length, and
goodness, each taking one, in presence of the Duke, Dutchess,
with all the noblemen, ladies, magnifico’s, and all the cheicest
of both men, women, ‘and maids of that city, ag soon as the sig-
nel for the duel was given, by the’shot of a great piece of prdis
nance, of three score and four pound ball, the two combatants,
with a lion-like animosity, made their approach to one another
and, being within distance, the valiant Crichtoun, to make his
adversary spend his fury the soonér, betook himself to the deq
fensive part ; wherein, for a long time, he shewed such excel-
lent dexterity, in warding the other’s blows, slighting his falsi-
fyings, in breaking mensure, and often, by the agility of his
body, avoiding his thrusts, that he seemed but to play, whilst
the other was in earnest. The sweetness of Crichtoun’s coun-
tenance, in the hotest of the assaunlt, like a glance of lightning

S



274 APPENDIX.

on the hearts of the spectators, brought all the Italian ladies on
a sudden to be enamoured of him ; whilst the sternness of the
other’s aspect, he looking like an enraged bear, would have
struck terror into wolves, and.affrighted an English mastiff.
Though they were both in their linens, (to wit shirts and
.drawers, without any other apparel), and in all outward con-
veniences equally adjusted ; the Ttalian, with redoubling his
stroaks, foamed at the mouth with a cholerick heart, and fetch-
ed apantling breath : the Scot, in sustaining his charge, kept
himself in a pleasant temper, without passion, and made void his
designes : he alters his wards from tierce to quart; he prinies
and seconds it, now high, now lowe, and casts his body (like
another Prothee) into all the shapes he can, to spie an open on
his adversary, and lay hold of an advantage ; but all in vain:
for the invincible Crichtoun, whom no cunning was able to
surprise, contrepostures his respective wards, and, with an in-
credible nimbleness both of hand and foot, evades his intent,
and frustrates the invasion. Now.is it that the never-before-
conquered Italian, finding himself a little faint, enters into a
- consideration that he may be overmatched ; whereupon, a sad
apprehension of danger seizing upon all his spirits, he would
gladly have his life bestowed upon him as a gift, but that, ha-
ving never been accustomed to yeeld, he knows not how to beg
it. Matchless Crichtoun, seeing it now high time to put a gal-
lant catastrophe to that so-long-dubicus combat, animated with
a divinely inspired fervencie, to fulfill the expectation. of the
ladies, and crown the Duke’s illustrious hopes, changeth his
garb, falls to act another part, and, from defender, turns assail-
ant: never did art so grace nature, nor nature sccond the pre-
cepts of art with so much liveliness, and such observancie of
time, as wherl, after he had struck fire out of the steel of his
enemies sword, and gained the feeble thereof, with the fort of
his own, by angles of the strongest position, he did, by geome-
trical flonrishes of straight and oblique lines, so practically exe-
cute the speculative part, that, as if there had been Remora’s
and secret ¢harms in the variety of his inotion, the fierceness
,of his foe was in a trice tranqualified into the numness of a
pageant. Then was it that, to vindicate the reputation of the
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Duke’s family, and expiate the blood of the three vanquished

gentlemen, he alonged a stoccade de pied ferme ; then recoyling,

he advanced another thrust, and lodged it home ; after which,
retiring again, his right foot did beat the cadence of the blow
that pierccd the belly of this Italian ; whose heart and throat*
being hit with the two former stroaks, these three franch bouts
given in upon the back of other: besides that, if lines were
imagined drawn from the hand that livered them, to the places
which were marked by them, they would represent a perfect.
Isosceles triangle, with e perpendicular from the top angle,
cuttmg the basis in the middle ; they likewise give us to under-
‘'stand, that by them he was to be made & sacrifice of atonement
for the slaughter of the three aforesaid gentlemnen, who were
wounded in the very same parts of their bodies by other three
such venees as these, each whereof being mortal, and his vital.
spirits exhaling as his blood gushed out, all he spoke was this,
That secing he could not live, his comfort in dying was, that he
could not die by the hand of a braver man: after the uttering’
of which words he expiring, with the shril clareens of frumpets,
bouncing thunder of artillery, bethwacked beating of drums,
universal clappipg of hands, and loud acclamations of joy' for so
glorious a victory, the aire above them was so rarified, by the
extremity of the noise and vehement sound, dispelling the
thickest and most condensed parts thereof, that (as Plutarch
speaks of the Grecians, when they raised their shouts of alles
gress up to the very heavens, at the hearing of the gracious
proclamations of Paulus Kmilius in favour of their liberty, ) the
very sparrows and other flying fowls were said to fall to the
ground for want of aire enough to uphold them in their flight,

No, XV,
Will of My Robert Creychtoun of Eliock, 24th January, 1586.

Preceding the Will, there is inserted in the Commissary Books
8 very particular Inventory of the Testator’s Effcets, which is
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curious, but too long to be here printcd.—The following ac-
count of his Debts and Gear may be interesting :—

Summa of the dettis awand be the deid, - £1214 11 4
Resteth of frie geir, the dettis deducit, - 4652 2 8
oT0 be divided in thrie partis, the deid’s part is 1550 14" 9
Q'of the quot is componit for 50 merkis.

Followis the deidis Legacie and-Latter Will.

At Ed the xviii day of June, the yeir of God imveIxxxii yeiris.
The quhilk day, I, Mr Robert Creychtoun of Eliok, advocat to
our Soverane Lord, knawand perfytlie that nathing is mair suir
than deid, nor nathing sa uncertane as the hour of deid, thair-
forenow being of guid sence andjudgement, althochtdebilitat and
waik in person, makis my testoment, and declaris my latter will
to bein manner following: First, I commend mysaull in the hands
of the Lord, beand surlie persuadit with myself that their is na
salvatioun for man bot in the bluid of the Iinmaculat Lamb
Jesus Chryst, according to the promeis maid immediatlie efter
the fall of Adame, and I haif sure hope to be savit heirby, and
that Qe sall not remewber the synes of my youth, nor my re-

‘belliones, bot sall be mercifull to me, according to his greit
kyndnes 5 1 hi').ip to see the gudness of the Lord in the land
,of the leiving.: Prayes to the Lord evermair, sobeit, evermair so-
heit, even sobeit. Nixt, I leif my bodie to be burcit quhair tny
wyfand freindis thinks gude. Thridlie, as to my guidis and geir,
1 am not very ryche thairin, yit I mak Isobell Borthuik, my wyf,
to be my onlie executrix and intromessatrix with my haill guids,
geir, and dettis auchtand to me, and to mak Inventar thereupon
as scho thinks expedient; and failyeing of hir, be deceis or
non-acceptation of the said office, I nominat Mr James and it 3
bert Creychtouns, my sounes, my executors, for I am auchtand
to hir saxtene hundreth merkis of the sex thousand inerkis that
wos destinat to be laid on land be the contract of marriage
mud betwix me and hir. Item, because that my wyf hes Iyf-
‘rent gevin be me to hir in hir virginitie, of the lands of Eliok
and Euchane, within the baronie of Sanqubair, conforme to our
contract of marriage, Thairfoir it is my sempill desire and maist
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cairfull request, that my friendis following, viz. my Lord Erle of
Arrane, my Lord Erle of Gourie, James Lord Doune, Art
Stewart, burges of Ed", his broder, William Creychtoun, tutor
of Sanquhare, James Creychtoun of Carte, Robert Dalzell, ap-
peirand of that ilk, James Herrot of Trabroun, George Home
of Broxmouth, Mr J,'nnes Borthuik of Lochill, Alex" Creych-
toun, fear of Nauchten, Patrick Creychtoun of Lugtoun,end
John Creychtoun of Burnstoun, for the gudewill and loue that
has been amangis us, that thai will take the-mantenance of hir
and hir tennentis, in cais ony persone wald do hir wrang,
quhilk is not believit, for it war the will of God and dewtie
.constrains me that scho be not hurt, for scho has bene to me
_ane honest lowing wyf, chest in hir persoune, and ane that feiris
God : I nominat thir self same persounes to fortifie and mentene
t hir, hir bairnis and tennentis, in the lands of Eist Creqy, quhilk
.wer conqueist with hir awin tocher at the leist, ay and quhill my
sone returne,out of Italfe, and thane ordains him to honour and
-mcntene hir, oz he will answer to God and haif my blessing.
Item, I ordane the said Isobell Borthuik, my wyf, to ware the
sextene hundreth merkis forsaids upoun sic lands, roumes, and
possessiouns as may be conqueist thairwith, the lyfrent thairof
to hirself, andsthe fie to hir twa bairnis, quhilkis fallymg to my
airis whatsumever, conforme to the contract of mariuge, and that
by the advyse of my freinds foirsaids, or ony four of thame at
Jhir optioun.  Item, I leif to my said spous ane maser of silver,
with anefute haifand baith our names and armes gravit thairupon.
Item, ane yther littell maser without ane fute. Item, F leif to
- hir ane littell silver peice, with ane silver cover ourgilt, quhilk
Agnes Stewart gaif in gift to Margatet Creychtoun, our dechter.
[tem, ane silver saltfatt ourgilt, haifand bayth our names and
wrms ingraven thairupon. Item, ane half dussone silver spounes,
markit with bayth our names. Ttem, ane silver pece, with bayth
ur names and armes grawin thairon ; beeaus the haill silver
wark above written was made in hir awin tyme with her swin
zuids and geir, and thairfoir maist properlie appertenis to' hir;
And this fur concerning my wyf, to the glorie of God, subscry-
vit with my hand, befoir thir witncsses, Johmne Haliday and Mr
William Kellie. Sic subscribitur, R. Creychtoun. Item, T haif
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appointit Marije to remane with the Laird of Kinnaird and the
Lady, my faythfull and constant freinds ever frome the begin~
ning ; and quhan scho enteris, I ordane that hir infeftment of
Balden be delyverit to hir self ; that scho be not overchargeablg
to hir friends, I haif assignit to hir twa yeicis proffit of Cluney
and Friertoun, quhilk wilbe ane sufficient tocher to hir, being
weill keipit and gadderit togidder, and yit we houp to provyde
uther wayis in the menetyme. Sicklyke I haif appeinted Gris-
sell to remane with my lord of Downe, and my leddy his bed
fallow, my faythfull and constant freindis ay from the begin-
nipg ; and quhan scho enteris, I ordane that hir infeftment of
Rossie Ochell be delyverit to hirself; that scho be not over-
chargeabill to hir freindis, I haif assignit to hir twa yeiris pro-
fitt of Cluney and Friertoun, quhilk will be ane sufficient tochex
to hir, being weill keipit and gadderit togidder, yit hoipis
, provyde utherways in the mene tyme, Item, I haif appointit
Helene to remane with the mastres of Ochiltree, my f'aythful‘lj
constant, and godlie freind, ay from the beginning, and that
scho haif her assignation of the teinds of Forneochis, qufmir-
throw scho be not overchargeabill to hir freinds, quhilk wil
mak her ane honest present Iyf, single as scho is and hes gude
rycht tlairto aye and quhile her broder lay down to her i"li
Item, I haif appointit Elspeth to remain with my wyf, and that
sho haif hir assignatoun of the teindis of Cluney, quhairthrow
scho be nocht over ¢hargeabill to hir freindis. To the quhilk
scho hes gude rycht ay and qubilk hir broder pay to hir iv
merkis. Item, I haif appointit Robert to remane with Archibald
Stewart and Helene Aichesoun, my gude brother and sister, and
that he haif his ryghts delyverit to thame, To witt his lcttir of
pensioun of the priorie of St Andrews of thrie chalder Kersc
aittis, with the kingis confirmation and decreit, and four formes
past thairupon, togidder with his infeftment of Catslak, quhilks
lands ar worth all the leving I baif, gif thai culd be defendit fra
bangisteris, theiff and traitor. Inominat my Lord of Downe and
the said Archibald tutoris testamentaris conjunctlie and severallic
to the said Robert. Item, as to Agnes Creychtoun, my dochter,
gottin betwix me and Agnes Mowbray, my second spous, I
leif her to be brocht up with her guddame, the Lady Barnchow.
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gull, and I assigne to hir that thousand merkis of tocher gude,

promisit to me be her gudsir and his cautioneris, and gitfis hir

full power to persew the samyn ; and I sall schortlie provyde hir
ane present lyfe, quhill the hous cum in division, thatit may be

lernit quhat scho fallis, I nominat Mr James Creychtoun, my el-

dest sone, hir tutor testamentar, Item, I will that my Lord of
Downe and Archibald Stewart, his broder, haif the insyclht and

‘handling of all my evidentis conceniing my sone, Mr James, -
'and that Johne Haliday and M* Wm, Kellic, haif the keiping of-
“the key of the kest to that effect quhilk is in Donhill. Item, I
declair my will anent the annuelrent furth of Cranstoun, togid-

"der with the prin¢ipall sowme, That incais eny thing may be re-

coverit thairof at ony tyme, the same halelie be applyit to the

furtherance of the mariages of my dochteris, Marie and Grissell

“Creychtouns. Subscryvit with my hand at Ed* the xviii day of
~June, the yeir of God i™vlxxxii yeiris, befoir thir witnesses,

Geor«re L.awsone, John Haliday, and Mr William Kellie, with
uthens diveris, sic subscribitur R. Creychtoun. *

Ve, Mr John Prestotn, &ec. he the tennour heiraf, mtlﬁes,
approws, and confermis this present testament or invemtar, in sa
far as the samyn is deulie and lawfullie maid, of the gudis and
gen' abone syecifiet allanerlie, and gevis and commitis the intro-
missioun with the samyn to the said Issobell Borthuik, only
executor testamentar nominat be the said nmquhile Mr Robert.
Creychtoun, reservand compt to be maid be hir thereof as ac-
<cords of the law. And scho being sworne, mayd fayth treulie
to exerce the said office, and hes fundin caution that the guds
and geir forsaids sal be furthcumand to all parties, haifand in-
tres, as law will, as anc act maid thereupon beiris.

No. XVI.

Preceptuin Carte Confirmationis super Carta et Inteoaatione
facta per revercndwin patrem Jacobum Fpiscopum Dunkelden.
cumn consensu ¢t assensu Capituli cjusdem, Magistro Jucobo
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Crychtoun, filio primo genito Magistri- Roberti Crychtoun de.
Eliok, advocati S. D. N. Regis, ac heredibus masculis dicti Ma-
gistri Jacobi de corpore suo legitime procreandis, quibus defici-
entibus, Roberto Crychtoun ejus fratri germano, ac heredibus
suis masculis, de corpore suo legitime procreandis, quibus defi-
cientibus, dicte Magistro Roberto, eorm patri, ac veliquis aliis;:
heredibus suis masculis, de corpore suo legitime procreatis séu
procréandis, quibus omnibus deficientibus, legitimis et pro-
pinquioribus heredibus seu assignatis dicti Magistri Roberti-
quibuscunque, de totis et integris terris de Cluny subscriptis,»
viz. ‘Terris Dominicalibus de Cluny vocat. lie Manys, cum crofta
orientali earundem, pratis, lacu, antiquo monte castri, ac custodia*
castrl et fortalicii de Cluny juxta dictum lacum, Terris de Brew-
hous de Concragy, Terris de Adarnestoin alias Baldernoch, Ter-

ris de €raigend; Terris de Conéragy, Molendino et Mylntoun de
Concragy, cunti multuris solitis et consuetis, tam terrarum de

Drummalie, quam reliqiarum terrarum suprascriptarum, cum
omnibus et singulis suis pertinentiis, Jacentibus infra Diocesim
Dunkelden: et Vitecomitatum de Perth. ac etiam de.Jure patro-
natus, libera et plena Dispositione; duarum Capellantarum seu
Prebendarum Capelle divee Katherine, intra laeum antedictum
situat. Reservato libero tenemento et vitali redditi; omnium et
singularum prefatarum Terrarum ac reliquorum suprascripto-

rum, cuin Jure Patronatus et Donationis antedicto prefato Mas,
gistro Roherto Crychtoun, pro omnilius diebus vite sue ; Tenen.

de dicto episcopo ac successoribus suis; &c. Apud castruma de
Striveling; tertio die mensis Junit, Amno Domini millesime
quingentesimo Septuagesimo Nono.—E# Registro Sccreld 8is
gilli, xlvi, 8.

No. XVII.

¢ Jay oui parler d'un Criton Ecossois en Italie qui n’avoit
que 21 ans. quand il etoit tué par le commandement de Puc de
Mantoue, et qui sgavoit 12 langues, avoit leu les peres, poetes
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disputoit dc omni scibili et repondoit en vers. Clestoit inge-
nium prodigiosumn admiratione magis quam amore dignum. 11
estoit un peu fat. Ei judicium noa tantum adfuit. Principes
solent illa ingenia Mmare, non-vero bene doctos.”

‘This passage in the Scaligerana, as well as the former from
the poems of Abemethy, P. 58, was'discovered by Dr Irving,
and engrossed by hiin in a short notice regarding the Admira-
ble Crichton, which is printed in his Appeitdix ‘to the Life of
Buchanan. The evidente contained in the account by Scaliger
is.certainly,”in esthmating the merits of Crichton, entitled to
that weight and imfiortance, which the learncd bxographer of
Buchanan has assigned to it.

No. XVIII.

.

" Extract from the Ragguagli di Parnasso of Bocealini,

Giacomo Critonio Scozzese, con una sua troppo superl's z}igﬁ({a
havendo in Parnaso stomacati'i Vertuosi, essi con una acerba fis
cetia talmentt lo svergognano, che senza che seeua la disputa, lo
violentano d partirsi da Parnaso.

I portento di natura nelle buone Lettére Giacomo Critonio
Scowzese, con tanta vana gloria, pompa e millantatione di se
stesso aleuni giorni sono giunse A gilesta Corte, che Be’ piti acca-
pati Vertuosi di questo Stato, i quali benissimo sanno, che per
esattamente possedere una sola scicnza, il continuamente stu-
diarla ottant’ anni & tempd brieve, il-vedere, che un giovane di
venticinque pretendesse di compitamente p‘osscderle tutte, mosse
altrettants nausea, quanta ammiratione nella pit vil plebe infa-
rinata di quattro lettere. 11 Critonio dunque il giorno dopd il
suo ingresso in Parnaso, e nelle porte di tutti i Ginnasii, e nelle
Colonne di tutti i Portici Delfici fece affigere un' foglio molto
grande, nel quarle con letttere cubitali si vedevano scritte le se-
guenti parole. Nos, Jacobus Critanius Seotus, cuicungue rei pro-
Posite ex improviso respondebimus. Questa ardita disfida. che.
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da infiniti fi riputats arrogante, falmiente punse gli animi di
-questi Vertuosi, che molti furono quelli, che nelle pitt difficili
scienze si armarano di argomenti tali, che scuramente speravano
di jigularlo al primo‘colpo: ma da un arguto Poéta Satirico al
Collegio tutto de i letterati fu tolto il gusto di quclla disputa ;
perchie la notte stessa, che segui all’ affissione della disfida, in
quei fogli aggiunse’ que’ pungenti parole. E' chi- lo vuol vedere,
‘vada all’ hosteria del Falcone, che Ui saré mostrato. Questa
tanto mordace facetia di modo punse I'animo del Critonio, che
pieno di vergogna e di confusione, si parti subito di Parnaso.
-Havendo prima fatto saper & sua Maéstd, che con ‘sua riputa-
‘tione non li pareva di poter pit comparire trd quei vertuosi,

‘che gli haveano fatto lo smacéo di haverlo trattato da bagattel-
liere, e da Cantimbanco.

No, XVIII.

) 4

It has been already remarked, that. M¢Kensie has applicd to
Crichton, the description givenr by Pasquien, of a young .uan
*who, in the year 1445, astonished the learned in Paris, by ex-
hibitions and disputations very similar to those deseribed i in- the_
text. I own I was very anxious to discover an error in the date
given by Pasquier, and to make out, on some good grounds
thet this passage might possibly be a deseription of Crichton’s
appearance in Paris ; but the investigation was quite unsuccess-
ful. There_can, I think, be no doubt that Pasquier’s young
man is the same person as the Ferdinand of Cordova, d&scnbed
- by Trithemius in the following passage ;- Verum ista no-
bis scribentibus, Ferrandus Cordubensis ad memoriam rcdum,
tur, qui, anno MccccxLy, juvenis anmmorum xx, miles auratus,
Artinm, Medecing, ct sacree Theologi®e Doctor, cuin vi.equis
de Hispania venit in Franciam, et totam Parisiorum scholam,
sua mirabili scientis, .vertit in striporem. Erat enimn ‘omni
facultate scripturarum doctiesimus, vita et conversatione ho-
nestissimus, non (sicut ille de quo jam diximus) arrogans ct su-
perbus, sed humilis multum et reverentia plenus. Memariter
tenuit Bibliam totam, Nieolaum quoque de Lyra, scripta Sanc«
te Thome Aquinatis, Alexandri dc Ilales, Joannis Scoti, Bos
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‘naventure, et aliorum in Theologia complurium, ; Decretum
quoque, et omnes utriusque juris libros; et, in Medicinis, Avicen~.
nam, Galenum, Hippocratem, et Aristotelem, atque Albertum ;
omnesque Philosophie et Metaphysices libros et commentaria, ad
"unguem (ut aiunt) memoria conservabat. In allegando fuit
promptissimus, in disputando acutus, ut nullo ubque superatus,
Denique linguas Hebraicam, Grecam, Latinam, Arabicam, et
Chaldeam perfeote legit, scripsit, ac intellexit. Romam a Rege
Castelle missns orator, in omnibus Italie Galligne Gymna-
siis publicis disputans, convicit omnes ; ipse & nemine, vel in mi-
nimo, conviotus. Variade ipso inter Doctores Parisienses move-
batur opinio; aliis magum illum ac Demone plenum cavillan-
tibus, aliis sentientibus contrariym. Non defuerunt qui Antir
christum putarent, propter incredibilem scientiam scripturarum,
qua cunctos mortales videbatur excellere. Commentaria quee-
dam in Almagestum Ptolomei edidit, et Apocalypsim divi
Johannis expositione pulcherrima illustravit. Scripsit ingenii’
sui et alia quedam plente eruditionis opuscula, quorum titulos
* 4d ' memoriam hac vee non potuimus revoeare. . Iste Fernandus
‘erat, qui Carolo Duci Burgundionum gstronomica vaticinatione
" Jonge antea predixit interitum, quem ille spernens, non suspi-
"cobatur esst fam proximum.” *
The manner ip which Pasquier introduces his description is
* as follows : Alludihg to a former chapter, part of which, he tells
us, had bect extracted from a MS. which he sometimes quoted,
but of which he neither gives us the title nor the name of the
author, he proceeds—<¢ Il faut que j'enfile tout d'une suitte
avecques le chapitre preeedent ce que i’ay maintenant i deduire,
‘pour estre retiré d'un mesme Autheur: et vous representant
cette histoire en sa simplicité, sans y apporter augun fard, vous
y adjousterez plus de foy: car autrement peut estre la pen.
seriez-vous outrepasser toute humaine opinion. Item en celuy
an (dit-il parlant de Yan mil quatre cens quarante cing) vint
un jeune homme gui n’avoit gue vingt ans ou environ, qui
sgavoit tous les sept arts’ liberauk, par le tesmoignage de tous
L

T - -r

# Trithemii Clironicon Sponhtimense, 1601, page 415



/284 APPENDIX.

fes Clercs dé I'Université de Paris, €t si scavoit joiier de tous les
instruments, chanter et deschanter mieux que nul autre, pein-
dré, et enluminer mieux fue nul autre qu'on sceust & Paris
ne ailleurs. Item en faiét de guerre, nul plus expett, et jouoit
de Yespee' & deux mdins si inerveilleusement, que nul ne 8'y
comparast ; car quand il voyoit son ennemy il ne failloit! point
'3 saillir sur luy vingt ou vingt quatre pieds 3 un sault. - Iteth
' est Maistre en Arts, Maistre en Medecine, Doctevir dn' Loix,
"Doctenr en Decrét, Ddcteur en Theologié » &t 'vrayiment ila
"disputé &'mous au College de Navarre, qui estions plus-de din-
quante des plus parfaicts Clercs de I'Université de Poris, ét ‘plus
" detrois mille autres Clercs, et a si hautement resporidu &' toutes
“les questions qu’on luy a faictes, que ¢est une droiéte merveille
& croire qui ne Tauroit veu. Item il parle Tatin trép Habtil,
Gré¢; Hebrica, Caldaique,’ Amhque, ¢t plusieurs ‘dutres Hn-
.gages. Ttem il'est chevalier en armes, et vrayemént si-‘wn
homme pouvoit vivre cent ans sans boire, sans manger, sans
dormir, il n'auroit pas les sciences qu'il a du tout par cceur ap-
rises, et pour certain il nous fit tres-grand freor: car il s¢ait
. plus que ne peut s¢avoir nature humaine: car il reprend tous les
.quatre Donteurs de Saincte Eglise : Bref, c'est de sa Sapience la
nomparellle chose du monde : Et nous avons en I'Escriture que
\I’Antlchnst sera engendré de pere Chrestien, et de mere Juifie,
. qui_se feindra Cliresticnne, et chaucun croira qu’elle le soit,, il
sera né de par le diable en temps de toutes guerrcs, ct que tups
jeunes seront desguisez d’habit, tant femmes qu'hommes.” *
M¢Kenzie has made several strange mistakes regarding this
passage from Pasquier, ‘He first of all affirms that it relates
to Crichton. Now the commencement of* the sentence, There
came in the year 1445, refutes this at once ; and accordingly the
date is omitted in the translation given by this author. He
next oBservesthat the account isethat of an eye-witness.
¢ Speaking of Crichton’s travels to France, and coming to
Paris,” says he, “ it is not to be imagined what consterhation

® Les Recherches de 1a France de Pasquier, Paris 1633, chap. xxxix.
—Iistoire d'un jeunc homme de prodigicux esprit.
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he raised in that famous university, as we have it from an-eye-

witness, who gives us this account of it.” After which comes the,
mutilated quotation from Pasquier. Now Pasquier was not,
and could not possibly have been, an eye-witness to the appear-
ance of this remarkable young man, because his exhibitions
took place in the year 1455, and Pasquier lived a century later.
He accordingly states, that he takes his account from a MS. to
which he sometimes refers.: And lastly, M*Kenazie, as if to put
an end to all doubts, declares he will subjoin the words of his
author. From this we should be led to believe we are to have the
original passage’ from Pasquier Recherches: on the contrary,

‘M‘Kenzie snb_]oms a Latin translation by Launoy of the passage
frora. Pasquier, in which he again omits to give the date of the
young man’s appearance ; although on. referring to Legunoy,
Historia Regii Gymnasii Navarre, (p. 364, vol..1IV, Opers,

Launoii,) we find the year 1455 expressly mentioned.

-In’ dépicting the character of Vincenzo Gonzaga, I ought
not to have omitted, among his better gualities, the patronage
which hé extended to literature. It may be conridered as a
singilar desting, that so celebrated "a  scholar as Crichton,
should have fallen the victim of a prince, 'whose protection and
favour extended from the noblest epic poet of his country, to
its most insignificant novelist, from Tasso to Ascaneo Mori da
Ceno. ‘° Ceno’s novels,” says Mr Dunlop in his excellerit work
on the History of Fiction, * are dedicated to Vincenzo Gonzaga,
noted as the assassin of Crichton, and the' patron of Passo.®

# History of Fiction, Second edition, vol. II. p. 471.






ERRATA.

Page 3, for 1561, read 1560,
© 4, for King’s Advocate, read Lord of Session.
5, In the note, for Mary and Grizel, readgHelen and Elspeth,
6, In the note, for Helen and Elspeth, read Mary and Grizel.
8, In the note, for Sir Robert, read the Advocate.
14, for his masters were, rcad his masters, according to Aldus,
were.
14, In the note, for elort, read etoit. :
14, In the note, for Appendix No. X., read Appendix No. XIII.
15, for Rhetofordum, read Rhetorfortem.
61, for the Timaus of Cicero, read Cicero’s Boak de Universitatc.
4, In the note, for 1575, read 1577. i
3, for narrated, read related.
99, for antiquariane, read antiquaries.
112, for and the nephew, read the nephew.
119, In the note, for St Andrews, read Aberdeen.
126, In the note, for letter R, read No. XI1II.
199, for forty-five, read forty.
222, for by.the facility, read for the facility.
223, for ory read. nor. .
. APPENDIX.
245, for lsmoprorrarea, read lgropinmrara.
245, Jor somitawow nios miovras, read srmsTaoy pos prlcas
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