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Distinguislied Oversea Guests, Friends, and Fellow-members of the Japan-Canada Socie
Y3
We were greatly delighted, when we learned that a party of prominent industrialists
of Canads composed of Mr. Hackett, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Paradis, and ladies was coming
to Japan to make an inspection tour of our industrisl and cultural conditions, in w%ma
| to the invitation of the Japan Foreign Trade Federation, and have been ansious to have
an opportunity of tendering our courtesies through personal contacts. Therefore we feel
highly honored by the presence of our distinguished guests here this afternoon.
The Japan-Canada Society was organized ten years ago and has ever since been on-

deavoring to promote better understandings and trade relations between the two countries,

As we are painfully aware, the second European war is playing a dreadful havoe
over Europe, and in the Orient, the China incident has been going on for the last few
years. As regards the China incident, we hope that the birth of the China Central Regime
on the 30th of March will solve the problem and that peace and order will soon be

restored in East Asia.

Five years ago, namely in the year 1935 there took place an unpleasant discussion
on the trade question between Canada and Japan, but fortunately it was happily settled,
thus the normal trade relationship being aaﬁc..& through better understandings. In the
year 1934 which preceded the year of dispute, Japan’s export to Canada amounted to the
value of ¥ 8,666,000, while Japan’s import from Canada :E_EE»& to the value of ¥ 54,
003,000. In the year the complication took place, Japan’s esport to Cunada ,nEoE.Sm
to ¥7,978,000, and Japan’s import from Canada amounted to ¥ 52,531,000, showing a
little decrease of both the imyort and the export. But after 1985, the trade balance for
the two countries showed a favorable turn.  The figures for the trade between them in
1937 are as follows : Japan’s export to Canada was ¥ 20,035,000 and Japan’s import
from Canada was ¥ 104,691,000, taking a sudden jump for an increase, The July trade
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of the same year somewhat decreased, owing to the sudden ontbreak of the China incident.
However, there is not a shadow of doubt that the trade between our two comntries will
rapidly increase as soon as the China incident ceases. What Japan desires for the future
is that the ratiy of the trade balance between the two countries will equalize, by breaking
the lameness whieh has hitherto existed. |

May I be allowed to take this opportunity to explain to our honorable guests the real
aim of Japan in the China incident? A certain country in the West is persistently blam-
ing the action of Japan in China as an act of aggression or invasion for domination.
The public opinion there geems to be getting worse and worse, which fact is indeed a
source of great regret for us Japanese. The China incident is uuderstood throughout
the length and breadth of Japan as a “holy war”, because Japan’s aim from the
beginning Las been to save the people of China from the menace of Communism and her
internal strife on the one hand, and to bring to them independence, freedom, and happi-
ness on the other. The despicable and barbarous idea of exploitation has not entered into
the minds of the Japanese. Not a cent of indemnity nor an inch of territory is to be de-

manded from China. Japan is determined to sacrifice hundreds of thousands of the lives

of her citizens and many billion yen.  Just here a question may be raised to the effect:
What is then Japan sceking from China ?  Answer is that Japan secks nothing except
*:Lﬁanrmmr.gi of peace in Asin, especially the restoration of friendly relationship be-

tween the two countries, mutual trade prosperity and common defence against the Soviet

encroachment on East Asia.

The country of Russia was originally bounded by the Ural Mountains, but during
the last few hundred years she has been extending her boundary lines towards Asia. She
has reached the =E¢TE&.8? const of Japan Sea, and to the territories of Mongolia and
Manchukuo, a_:.cwgim to dominate the vast territory of China. Furthermore, Soviet
Russia, after the mhma World War, not only pushed her ageression toward China, but
strained her nerve to bolshevize entire China, taking advantage of the defenceless state
of the latter, due to internal strifes. Japan, having scen the ominous situation in China,
repeatedly advised her to be on guard, but blinded by political nc_.nzm.ﬁ.oﬁ and lacking
strong leaders, she failed to rightly appraise the true motive of Japan and resorted to

- the policy of anti-Japan and down-with-Japan, thus undermining the good relationship
between the two countries and jeopardizing safety of the Iast Asia.
|1
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Some of Japanese leaders foresaw the situation as precarious and grievous snd were
apprehensive of a woeful day, when a great conflict might take place as a measure of
huge surgicul operation to remove poisons, and restore, good health of the neighborly feel
ings between the two countries,

In viewing the China incident in this light, we can ree that it is a sudden eruption
of what has been brewing for a long time. But the people of Japan and farsighted men
of China are quite confident that the conclusion of the incident will usher in the bright

day of peace prosperity and many encouraging results.

The China incident, the great World War, and the present European conflict may
all be included in the eategory of war, but the object, intention, and even the results of
the fighting between Japan and China are quite different from the other two wars in
that the China incident is nothing but an interaal struggle for a revolution to bring
about a new order in Asia, taking Japan and China as the parts of Asia.

Tempted by a desire to make the meaning of the situation in the Far East clearer
to our distinguished gunests, I may have trespassed upon the sense of propriety, taking

s0 much of time. For this I must beg the pardon of our guests.

Breezy and pleasant weather is now with us and we wish our distinguished guests to
continue the inspection tonr and sightseeing withont encountering the slightest interrup-

tion and discomfort,

May we now rise and drink to the health of our distinguished visitors from the other
side of the great Pacific ?
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The duties of the officers shall be as follows :—

The President shall preside over the Society. In case of the
absence of the President, one of the Vice-Presidents shall act

The Honorary Secretary shall transact the various affairs of
(a) A General Meeting once a year, and Extraordinary

The Honorary Treasurer shall control the financial affairs of

Article VII. The President may appoint a clerk to assist the
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General Mestings when deemed necessary by the Presi-

dent upon a resolution passed by the Couneil. _
(b) Councillors’ Meetings shall be held when deemed neces-
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¢/, THE NIHON KOGYO CLUB,
MARUNOUCHY, TOKYO, JAPAN,

g
THE JAPAN-CANADA SOCIETY,

resident.

sary by the P
either by the President or by more than one-fifth of the mem-

bers, and must be approved by the votes of over two-thirds of

membership upon a resolution of the Councillor's meeting.
the members present at a General M

his membership.

Article IX. Any member who is found undesirable shall lose his

Article X. Any member who fails to pay annual dues shall lose
Article XI. An amendment of this Constitution shall be proposed
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Constitution of The Japan-Canada Society
(Fstablished, Oct. 1930)

Article I. The name of the Society shall be the J apan-Canada
Society. Its main office shall be in Tokyo.

Article II. The object of the Society shall be :—
The promotion of friendly relations and of commereial act-
ivities between the peoples of Japan and Canada, for the pur-
pose of fostering the common interests of both.

Article ITI. Members of the Society shall be :—
Ordinary Members and
Honorary Members.

Ordinary Members shall pay 10 yen each annually. Non-
resident ordinary members shall be those not residing in J apan
and shall pay no dues.

Ordinary Members who pay multifold annual dues may
propose a number of candidates for membership in proportion
to the sum paid in. -

Candidates for ordinary membership must be proposed by a
member or members of the Society.

Honorary Members shall be mnominated by the President
upon a resolution passed at a Councillors’ meeting.

Article TV. Officers of the Society shall be as follows :—
Honorary Presidents ;
One President ;
Several Vice-Presidents ;
A number of Councillors ;

One Homorary Treasurer and
One Honorary Secretary.

Article V. Officers of the Society shall be elected in the following
manner :— .
The President and Vice-Presidents, by a general meeting;
The Councillors, Honorary Treasurer, and Honorary Secre-
tary shall be nominated by the President :
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