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CARERR

1

10 Jan

28 May

21 Jul

18 Dec

26 May

12 Aug
10 May
1l Sep
1 Nov

5 Now.
9 Sep

1 Apr
21l Jun

28 Dec

928

928
1930

1930
1931

1931
1932

1932
1933
1933

1933

1933
1934

1935
1938
1940

SECRET

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST COMVAND

0pera1:iona. CIS| G-2
Compilation Branch

APO 500
2 Aug 1947

ISONO Yuzo

Graduated from Tokyo Imperial University, Law De-
partment .

Chansellor, Fa eign Ministry; sent to England.

Member, Japanese delegation to London Naval Confer-
ence.

Appointed student diplomat and sent to England.

Manber, Japanese delegation to the 12th General
Assembly of the League of Nations at Geneva.

Assigned to France.

Manber, Japanese delegation to the Temporary As-
sembly of the League of Nations at Geneva.

Menber, Japanese delegation to the 13th General As-
sembly of the League of Nations.

Memher, Japanese delegation to the London International

Economic Conference.
Sent to Switzerland.

Member, Japanese delegation to the Disarmement
Conference at Geneva.

Official, 3rd Section, Treaty Bureau, Foreign Ministry.

3rd Secretary amd Consul at Shanghai.

2nd Secretary, Japanese Embassy, Peiping.
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SECRET
ISONO Yuzo--cont'd
CAREER (cont'd) :
2 Feb 1941~
14 Oct 1942 Consul - General.
30 Nov 1942 | Chief, 1st Section, 3rd Department, Information
Bureau-
1 Apr 1943 Chief, Foreigh Information Section, 3rd
Department .
Chief, Research Section, 3rd Department, Informa-
tion Bureau-
19 Aug 1943 Resigned as Chief of Research Section.
1 Nov 19)3 - Served in the 3rd Section, Information Bureay.
Jun 1945
TOHN | Secretary, Foreign Ministry.
21 May 19,45 Chief of lst Section, 3rd Department, Information
Bureau.
i 22 Jun 1945

Chief, Archives & Documents Section, Foreign
Ministry Secretariat.
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FAR EAST COLLIAIND
~.ilitary Intellizence Section, General Staff
Civil Intelligence 3Section

p | | APQ 500

9 June 1947
General Activities

|
SU.u...m;..;-...‘f \J.i.‘* ln..':'d;u...;'f.LUn

JUJJHUJ: . 15U¢1U ’ :L'LJ.ZO

Laucation: 1928 Uraduated law college, Tokyo Imperial

University
vareers:
1928 appolnted chancellor TForeign “i.istry. Dig-

patched to <ngsland.

10 Jan 1930 attaciie to Japanese delerate to Loudon Naval
vonference v

[

26 wiay 1930 Lispatched to Lngland as student diplomat

21 Jul 1931 asttacie to Japanese delegate to 12th General
League of wutions sssenbly, Geneva.,

18 Dec 1931 Transferred to rIance.

26 liay 1932 Aattache to Japanese delegate to Temporary League
of wations asseumbly, Geneva,

12 aug 1932 Attache to Japanese delegate to 13th General
League of Lations Assembly, Geneva,

10 llay 1933 Attache to Jupaunese -delegate to London Inter-

national Lconomic vonference until 1 Sept 1933,

1l Nov 1933 Treasferred to Switzerland.

5 Wov 1933 Attache to Japanese delegate to (teneva Uis-
armament Conference until 9 Sept 1934,

1 apr 1935 Official of 3rd Section, Treaty Bureau, roreign
dinistry, duascncie

21 Jun 1938 3rd Secretary to Japanese Lmbassy and Consul at
Shanghai,
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Sumuary of Information, Subject: "IS0L0, Yuzo", 9 June 1947
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28 Dec 1940 2né Secretary to Japanese Lmbassy 1n vialna. v
2 Feb 1941  A4Appointed Consul General L .
April 1941 Served as vousul General in Rangoon until 1k |
October 19L42. ;
30 iNov 1942 OChief of lst Section, Jrd Department,GuUinet
Bureau of Information |
1 Apr 1943 Chief, lForeign lnforwation Sectiou! 3rd Depart-
. ment, and Chief, Kesearch JSection, Cabinet Dureau i
of Information.
19 Aug 1943 Lesigned as Chief of Kesearch Section, |
21 May 1945 Chief of 1lst Section, 3rd Department, cabinet |
Buread of Information. : .

22 June 1945 Appointed as section chief of Secretariat of a =
Foreign liinistry. F
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CURRICULUM VITAE

Permanent Residence and Status: TCOKYO - Warrior Class
Date of Birth: June 2, 1903
Neme: moml Yuso

Mar 10 1521 Graduated from the First Middle School of Tokyo.

" 51 1925 Craduated from the lst Higher School, Class A of the
Lideral Arts Course.

Ap®™ 1, ©° Entered the Tokyo Imperial University, Law Schook,
Political course.

Decs 2,1927 Passed the Administrative Service Examination, a Higher
Civil Service examination.

Mex 31 1928 Craduated from the Tokyo Imperial D‘nivu:ity.‘ Law School,
Colitical course.

Sep 12 1928 Passed the Diplomatic Servige

Examination, a Higher Civil
Service examination.

Nov 6 1928 Appointed a Chancellor of the Foreign Ministry, S5th Salary
Grede, by the Foreign Ministry,

Ordered to serve in the United States by the war Ministry.
Apr 10 1929 Departed from Tokyo.

lay 293 ° Arrived at his post in London.
Jan 10 1930

¢. Ordered to serve in
by the Foreign Ministyy.

Jun 16 1930 Conferred with the 7th Court Renk, Tunior Grade.

Appointed as attache to the delegates to the 12th General Vesting

g.tb Ihl League of Nations held in Geneva, Switzerland by the
net. S

Dec.18 1931 Crdered to serve in France b} the ’oroicn'llmmy
:mmn as i:thmr 'h:o the Jhpanese delegates to the
session o 31 Assemd Leagu
Nations held in Geneva, Switas PR I PR
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Page 2

- Jun 30 1932 Raised to the 3ra Salary Grade by
N

the Foreign Ministry,
Aug 12 ¢ Appointed as Attache to the Ja

panese delegates to the
13th General Meeting of the League of Nations held in Geneva,
Switzerland by the Cabinet.

May 17 1933 Appointed as Attache to

the Plenipotentiary pasticigating
in the Intermational Econonic Conference in London by the
Cabinet. :

May 20 Dismissed as Attache to the Jepanese delegates to ihe
Special session of the

General Assembly of theleague of Nations
held in Geneva, Switzserland, by the Cabinet.

the 6th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cab inet.

Sep 1 » Conferred with the 7th

|
the 2nd Salary Orade by the Foreign Ministry, !
Court Renk, Senior Grade. 5

|

Sep 29 1934 Relieved as A

Apr 1 1935 Appointed Secretary of the Foreign Ministry.
Promoted to the 6th Rank of the Higher Civil Servige by the
Cabinet 5

Raised to the 7th Salary Grade.
Ord

ered to serve in the 3rd Section of the Treaties Buresay
by the Foreign Ministry.

Jul 1 1936 Raised to the 6th Salary Grede by the Far eign Ministyy, )
Deg 26 Fromted to the 5th Reulk of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet,
[ Feb 11937  Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade. |
, L Jul 1 » Raised to the Sth Selary Grade by the Foreign Ministry, :
| Jun 21 1938

- Appointed as Consel and concurrently,
| |

3rd class secretary 1
F' of the Enbassy.

’




Jun 30 1939

Dec 28 1940

Feb 3 1941

Fed 15 1941
e 3 °

Jun 30 1942
Oct 1 1942

Nov 3C 1942

Jan 12 1945

Jan 15 3943

Feb 1 =

Apr 1 *

Pege 3

Given the 5th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet.

Raised to the 2nd Selary Grade.
Ordered to serve in Chimmy

Ordered to serve in Shanghai:

Promoted to the 4th Rank of the Higher Oivil Service
by the Cabinet.

Raised to the lst Salary Grade by the Foreign Ministry.
Appointed as 2nd Class Secretary of the Enbassy and
currently as Consul as before.

Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet. |

Raised to the 2nd Sﬁlw Grade. |

Ordered to cerve in China by the Foreign Ministxy.

Appointed as Consul GCenerel.
Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Raised to the 2nd Salary Grede. 2
Ordered to serve in Rangoon by the “oreign Ministry.

Raised to the lst Salary Grade by the Foreign Ministry,

. Dismissed from service in Rangoon by the Foreign Ministry.

Ordered to serve temporarily in the Foreign Ministry.
Paid the full amount of his selary while awaiting further
orders (Imperial Ordinance No. 202, Article 2) by the
Foreign Ministry.

Appointed information officer in the Information Bureau.

Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Serviece by the Cebinet.

Cranted the 2nd Salary (Class.

Appointed Chief of the lst Seotion, 3rd Division, of the
Information Bureau by the Cabinet. |

Concurrently appointed as Searetary of the Foreign Ministry.
Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Promoted to the 3rd Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet.

Conferred with the 5th Court Ramk, -Junior Grade.
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Feb 16 1942

Aug 19 1943

Nov 1 1943

lay 21 1945
Jun 21 1945

Jun 22 @

Jul 2L, 1945

Jan 19 1946

Fob 15 1946
Ar 1w

Aug. 9 1946

Fob 6 1946

Granted the lat Salary Grade by the Cabinet,
Decorated with the Imperisl Orders of the Sacred Treasure,
Sth Class for services in the China TIncidant.

Appointed Chief of the 1st Section of the 5rd Division of the
Information Bureauy.

Promoted to the 3rd Renk of the Higher Civil Servige
by the Cabinet.

Promoted to the 2nd Rank of the Higher Civil Service
by the Cebinet.

Conferred with the Sth Court Rank, Senior Orade.

According to Imperial Ordinance No. 193 of 1946,
@rpointed as a Secretary of the For eign Ministry,

Appointed as commitiee member of the Liaison Committee
for the Aid gna Protection of Repatriates by the Cad inet.

Decorated with the Imperial Orders of the Sacred
Trusnr..r hth Glul.
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Permanent Residence and Status: TOKYO - Warrior Class

Date of Birth: June 2, 1903

Name: ISONO, Yuso

Mer 10 1921  Graduated from the First Middle School of Tokyo.

" 3] 1935 Graduated from the lst Higher School, Class A of ihe
Lideral irts Couree.

Apr 1, * Entered the ‘I‘Obo Imperial University, Law Schook, -
Political course.

Decs 201927 Fassed the AMnministrative Service Examination, a Higher
Civil Service examination.

Mer 31 1928 " Graduated from the Tokyo Imperial University, law School,
Coliticel course.

Sep 12 1928  rassed the Diplomatic Service Fxamination, a Higher Civil
Service examination. ,

Nov 6 1928 Appointed a Changellor of the Foreign Ministry, Sth Salary
Crede, by the Foreign Ministry.

" Ordered to serve in the United States by the VWar Ministry.

App 10 1929 Departed from Tokyo.

ey 23 " Arrived at his post in london.

Jan 10 1930 Attached to the plenipotentiary perticipating in the

~ London Reval conference by the Foreign Ministry.

Moy 28 » Appointed a student diplommtic official end given the
7th renk of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Raised to the Lth Salary Grade. Ordered to serve in
England by the Foreign Ministry,

Jun 16 1930 Conferred with the 7th Court. Rank, Junior Grede.
Appointed es attache to the delegates to the 12th General Meeting
of the League of Nations held in Geneva, Switzerland by the
Cabinet.

Dec.18 1931 Ordered to serve in France by the Foreign Ministry.

CURRICULUM VITAE

Appointed as Attache to the Jepenese delegates to the

Special session of the General Assembly of the League of
Nations held in Geneva, Switzerland.




rage 2

the Foreign Ministry .

Jun 30 1932 Raised %0
’ Appointed a8 Atsache %0 the Jepenese delegates 1O the
League of Nations held in Geneva.

Avg 12
13th Geners) Meeting of the
cwitgeriand by the Cabinet.
entiery pasticigating

Mey 17 1933 Appointed as Attache %0 the plenipot
in the Interpat jonal Econcmic Conference in 1ondon by the
Cabinet. 3
she Jepensse delogates 1O the )

the 3rd Salery Grede BY

with the 6th Gourt Rank, Junior Grade.

Conferred
py the Foreign uinistry.
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Jun 21 1938

Jun 30 1939

Dec 28 1940

Feb 3 19i]

Feb 15 1941
Fob 3 *

Ju 3¢ 1942
Cet 1L 1942

Nov 30 1942

Jen 12 1943

Jan 15 23943

Feb 1 *

Apr 1 °

rage 3

Given the 5th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cab inet.

Raised to the 2nd Salary Grede.
Ordered to serve in Chims,
OCrdered to serve in Shanghai.

Promoted to the Lth Rank of the Higher Civil Service
by the Cabinet.

Faised to the lst Salary Grade by the Foreign Ministry.
Appointed es 2nd Class Secretary of the Fnbassy and
currently as Consul as before.

Given the Lth Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet.

Raised to the 2nd Selary Grede.

Ordered to serve in China by the Foreign Ministry.

Appointed as Conpul General,
Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Senior Orade.

Falsed to the 2nd Sglary Grade. 5 :
Ordered to serve in Rengoon by the “oreign Ministry. |

Raised to the lst Salary Grede by the Foreign mutr:r.

Dismissed from serviee in Rangoon by the Foreigsn Ministry.
Crdered to serve temporarily in the Foreign Ministry.
Paid the full amount of his salary while awaiting further
orders (Imperial Ordinance No. 202, Article 2) by the
Foreign Ministry.

Appointed information officer in the Informetion Buresu.

Given the Lth Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the C(abinet.
Granted the 2nd Sslary Class.

Appointed Chief of the lst Sestion, 3rd Division, of the
Information Bureau by the Cabinet.

Concurrently appointed es Secretary of the Foreign Ministry.
Given the 4th Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Promoted to the 3rd Rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Cabinet. .

Conferred with the 5th Court Remk, Junior Grade.
Appointed as Chief of ths Fareign News Seetion of the 3rd
Division of the Informstion Buresu end concurrently held ihe

position of Investigation Seotion Chief of the 3rd Division of
the Imformation Bureau by the Cabinet.
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;:roo.::izts ‘Iz;cgn:mn No.898 of the Decorations
abiod v 1940, 4ssuance of Ordinences not

Mg 19 1943  Relieved £ro curren nvest
3 m his oon
cection Chief of the 3rd D:l:isoa w Imm‘!.ca o

by the Cebinet,
Nov
d 1943 Ordered to serve in the 3rd Sestio

Deg 91 = '
9 Granted the lst Salary Grade by the Cabinet.

“ay 21 1945 Appointed Chief of

J
un 21 1945 Promoted to the 3rd Renk of the

Jul 24, 1945 Appointed as Inform ¢ io
Bureau by the Cabinet.

9

h officer in the Imformation

Conferred with the Sth Court Rank, Senior Grade

e 1 e Agcording to
Imperial Ordinance No. 1
a@pprointed as Cecretary of the for 013 :{niztfy'.

Aug. 9 1946 Appointed as committee naber of ¢
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OTA, Saburo : 3
ISONO, Yuso ‘ 2

e

HAYASHI, Kaoru o :
MIURA, Kaguichi : dERL5 % |
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) . ’ DOf. Docl 159'*

| TSONO 4 Yuzo
E I. Age M .
1 _Xu, Nishi-Nakanobu,
| e - Tokyo, Shinagawa ku, |
: 1 Reg aen0 5. chome, 1213 banchi |
4 | .
S At present - director of the Repatriation Division Central
i 4 ;
t% Laison Office of the Japanese Bovernment
1] ere
Will testify that documents relating to Soviet Russia W
-‘ ‘ destroyed by fire.
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SURJECT

DUCATION

21 Jul

18 Dec

26 May

12 Aug

10 May 1933 -
1 Sep 1933

1 Nov 1333

5 Hov 1933 5
S Sep- 1834

——
T &pr 1935

21 Jun 1838

28 Dec 1840

1928

1930

1930

1931

1931

1932

1932
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

FAR EAST COM{AND
Operations, CIS, G—2
Compilation Branch

: - APO 500
> 2 Avg 1947

ISONO, Fuzo j

——— "J’

Gredusted from Tolovo Imperisl University, Lew De-
partment.

Chensellor, Foreisn Ministry; sent to England.

Member, Japenese delegation to Tondon Waval Confer-
ence.,

Appointed stundent diplomat and sent to Englend.

Member, Japanese delegation to the 12th Genersal As-
sembly of the League of llations at Geneva.

Assigned to France.

'Member, Jepanese delegation to the Temporary:As-

sembly of the Leagune of Nations at Geneva.

Member, Japanese delegation to the 13th General As-
sembly of the League of FHations.

Memﬁer. Japanese delegation to the London Interna-
tional Economic Conference.

Sent to Switzerland.

Member, Japenese delegation to the Disarmement
Conference at Geneva.. -

Official, 3rd Section, Treaty Bureau, Foreign Min-
istry.

2rd Secretary and Consul at Shanghai.

2nd Secretary, Jepanese Embassy, Peiping.
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ISOM0 Tuzo--cont'a,

CAREFR (cont'q)

2 Fedb 1941 -
14 Oct 1942

30 Nov 1942

1 Apr 1943

19 Aug 1943

1l Nov 1943 .
Jun 1945

1944

21 May 1945

22 Jun 1945

Chief, Foreisn Information Section, 3rd Department.

Chief, Research Section, 3rd Department, Informa-
tion Burean,

Resigned as Chief of Research Section.

Served in the 3ra Section, Information Burean,

Secretary, Foreign Ministry.

Chief of 1st Section, 3rg Depertment, Information
BII.I‘BP.U. .

Chief » Archiveg &

Documents Section,
Secretariat.

Foreign Hinietry

SEGRET ™
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3478

i DEFENSE - Division IV - Russisa
| ISONO - Direct

- nge

22759
22760

22761

22762

|
|
t
r

22763

DIRECT EXAMINATION og_)lsomo1 xuzol_(//f

By Mr. Furness:

* The witness stated that exhibit No. 2630
1s his affidavit, and verified it. * The affidavit

stated that the witness 1lived in Tokyo, and is presently

director of the Repatriation Division, Central Liaison
Office. From June 1945 to July, 1946, he was chief of
the Archives Section of the Foreign Ministry, and had
custody of all Foreign Ministry documents. The foreign
Ministry buildings were partly destroyed by fire on
January 7, 1942, and many documents were destroyed.
The remaining buildings were almost entirely reduced
to ashes as a result of the Allied alr raid on May 23-
24, 1945, and all but one of the vaults * containing
documents were destroyed by fire. Among the offices
destroyed were those occupled by the 3rd Section of
the Political Affairs Sureau, which was formerly the
1st Section of the Euro-Asiatic Bureau, having charge
of all matters relating to Soviet, including the
Changkufeng and Nonmanhan Incidents. It was their
practice to retain all orlginals, copies, and drafts
of telegrams, letters, memoranda of conversations,

opinions, and manuscripts. The fires destroyed all
such papers,

In the last week of June in contemplation of
an Allied landing and moving of the capital, it was
decided to burn comparatively recent papers which
were at that time of a confidential nature. A1l such
papers were burned under the witness! supervision
during the last week of June and the first week of
July. * He did not remember burning documents
relating to the Changkufeng and Nomonhan Incidents at
that time. He believed that there were none left to
burn. If there were any, they were in a class which

1t was decided to burn, and he was sure they were
burned.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL 1VANOV.

* The witness stated that previous tc June,
1945, he had not worked in the Archives Section. He
knew that a number of documents were burned in January,
1942, but only from hearsay. When it was pointed out
that he didn't know what particular documents were

burned in 1942, he said upon assuming his post it was
only natural that the new chief should know what had

taken place with regard to documents, and he heard
various reports from his predecessor.,
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22766

' 22767

NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3479
. May 22

DEFENS
4 ISONO - Cross

1947
=" Division TV s Russig

* In 1942 considerable numbers of documents
were burned, and there were records at that time
as to what sort of documents were burned. With
respect to the raids of May 23-24, 1945, the Foreign
Office mas almost totally destroyed. He actually saw
the places that were burned, and since he assumed his
post immediately after this fire his knowledge was
more tnan hearsay. It was difiicult, however, to
ascertain just what documents were destroyed at thit
time. * He did not believe that the 1ist of documants
destroyed in January 1942 now existed,

He did know that some of the documents of the
Foreign Ministry were évacuated to a safe place and
kept there after Japan's surrender, Generally Speaking
he knew what documents Were remcved, but at present he
could not recall just what documents existed andg where.

* In removing documents, the Archives Section
assumed those not necessary to which reference was
not necessary. They were removegd to Sailtama and
distributed in four places, in warehouses of the
various farmers which were locked. The work was done
by the Archives Section, and no personnel were stationed

but the warehouse could be unlocked by a member of the
Section.

* When asked how he knew that the documents
removed were not included in those relating to the
three Russian Incidents, he szid he belleved they

housed the 3rd Section of the Political Affa.rs Bureau

were completely destroyed, and the files wlth the
documents also were destroyed.
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3 22768 - * The removal of documents was in April, 1944,

before the Foreign Office was destroyed. He did not
believe that these documents had been handed over to
the Archives Section, and if there were any they were
22769 only a few in number. * The documents which were

removed in April 1944 were those in the custody of the
Archives Section. With regard to documents in tpe
varlous responsible sections, they were not included
in the plan for removal. Dccuments relating to these

' two incldents, however, may have been included. The
documents removed from Tokyo have now all been orought
back. At the time they were removed, some people
were dispatched to dispose of some of the documents

| which had been previously removed.

22770 * When U.ie documents were brought back they
were brought back by the Archives Section and are
presently in its custody, but it is difficult to say
Just which of these documents had been removed to a
certain place at the time of removal.

e—— T —— -

22711 * Since there were such a very large number
of documents, thcugh he glanced througr them he could
not say what the contents of each were. He did not
know that the border documents were not included. He
1s not definitely able to say. A4s stated before, it
1s a rule that dcecuments of this nature be held in
the custody of the section concerned, and he therefore

! believed that they were not included in the documents
| removed.

— —

22773 * When asked how he concezaled the question of
evacuation of dccuments from the defense, * the witnzss
said it is not that he forgot to mention 1t, but that
the documents which were removed to safety were later

% returned to Tokyo and are presently in the custody of
: | the Archives Section., Therefore he did not think it
I necessary to refer to the temporary removal.

22774 * At the end of June, 1945, Japan was in a

- condition where Allied landing operations w.re expected
f at any minute. In view of this situation, although in
normal times there are regulations for iLhe handling of
documents, due to the unprecedented cyisis they did not
ask for instructions of higher-ups but held two meetings

participated in by chiefs of bureaus, to discuss the
matter.
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At that time SHIGEMITSU was not Foreign Minister;

22775 it was TOGO. * When asked whether it was to reach a
decision for burning of documents when the Foreign

. Minister himself was in Tokyo, the witness stated it

may have been an abnormal procedure, but the situation
was critical and unprecedented. The exception was
made and a meeting held, and it was decided that 1f
possible some documents would be removed to safety.
Due to transportation difficulties it was decided that
a part of them should be disposed of.

The Foreign Minister did not take the decislon
to burn the documents or to destroy them. It was not
by order of SHIGEMITSU that .they burned the remaining
documents immediately after Japan's surrender on August

14 and 15, 1945.

22777 * The documents which were brought back and in
addition were those which remained in the Archives of
the Foreign Office. At the time they were burned the

1 work was done in such a rush and done so haphazardly
that there were some documents burned which should not
have been dcne, and some not which should have been

22778 burned. * Documents which they desired were not
burned in some cases. The work was done in such a
rush without reviewing each of the documents burned,

. that he considered it a very regrettable fact.

N ——
‘E:-'f--" -




)
|I ‘ L4
!

WITNESS
LIST OF MATERTAL AVAIIAR
ALSRIAL AVAILARLE
i IS0
N, Yuso
’ . wm&. "“.
S

Incl & /5
(Descrived a'!:;ovo) EDWARD P. MONAGHAN

- N L T S RN T R TPW TR S PR L‘Mloﬁ. e, L S ML Wikl a i aAR A Ly "y i b 4




Def Doc No. 1594 |
' _ _ 38+ , 1
i INTERNALIONAL MILITAKY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR E

THK UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
. '

- '.1.

C 3y Y Yt
ARAKT, Sqago, et al

.y

Effiagvit of Isono fu730

o I, Isono Yuzo, efter having brern duly sworn acccording to the B
Japanese formula, rinke the followirng statcment of ny own free will i”

l. I an 44 ye~res old and reside ln Tokyo, Shinagawa-ku,
Nishi-Nakanobu,5 Chomg, 1213 bonceal.

2. I aa, ot vrescnt, dirccte- of ths Roctrintion pivision,
Central Licison Ofiice ol tne Jipnicue Yovermnent.

3. I wes, Teoom Juwe 1945 tlirough July 19<«€, chief of the
Arohlve Seetion =7 the Secrsturiab or Jng daopanese Foreign sMiniste.
and as such had custodr of all docwacnts tmd crehives of the
Japanese Foruign Q1fice.

4, The bulldings hcusing the Forei.n C0f"ice wore partly
destroyed by firc on 7 January 1942 and 1.any docuaents wore des-
troyed as a rcesult of said fire.

O. The remciuing buildings housing the Foreign Ofrice
were almost entircly rewuccd to cshes as ¢ rosult of the wir raid |
by Allied Planes on the night of 23 - 24 smay 1945 and all but one
of the vcults contalning documents and urchives were destroyed by
the firegs. Anong the officos wnich were totelily destroyed were
offices Cocupiad by the 3rd Section of the Politicul AfTuirs
Bursou. This scction, forucrly colied Lhe 1si Szetion of the
hurc-Asirtic Bureou, hed charge of all nettere relating to Soviet
Russia, including the Cheng-ku-f.ng ead Nomasnhen or £halkia-Gol
Border Inclicdcnts, It wcs the practice of-that section, as well
as sonc others, to retuin nll origincls, copies cnd drufts, of
telegrans, letters, mostapcs end cther communications, neanoranda
of conversations ond opinions, and manuscripts relaving to matter

under 1ts jurisdiction. 4“he fires dostroyed all such papers.
—_— e —

6. During the last weck of June in cunteapletion of a lgnd-
ing of Allied Forces and :oving che capital avway fron Tokyo, it
was Jdecided to bum papcers of couparabtively recent datus which in
our opinion at that tinie norc of u confidenticl character. All
originals, copies und drafts of top secrct, secrct wnd coded

telegrans, lcttours, aecsages tad other commiunications, naloranda /

of conversations cnd opinions, cnd manuscripts werc burncd under

ny supervision during the lust week of June und the first week of
July which had not beon destroyed by the previvus fircs. I do

not raicaber burning documents relating to the changku~Feng and
Khalkin-Ghol incidents ut that tiuc. I pelieve that there were
ncne left to bum. IT any were therc, howev r, they verc in the 15-
class vwhich it was decided to burn and I aca sure they were burned. b

/8/ ISONO YO0ZO

S U
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On this 19th day of Mgy, 1947
At Tokyo
DEPONENT  LSOBE, Yuzo  (secl)
I, 4IURs, woichi Lhevshy certify that the above stataaent |
w.s sworn by the Doocnent, whe ffixed his signcture cnd secl
therto in the presence of tnls wiiness. |
Cn the swie dute ) |
AL 1ok, |
witness: (s:}.gr'.ed} ST IRA, _viadchy, (scel) . . _
E't > 01‘:}.}.—1
In accordcnce with ny ccnsciaonce . oswear TO ‘tell the
b whole truth wibthholding nothing cnd adidng netalng.
| IS0N0, Yuzo ( seal)
-2




