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This document was published by the Research Bursau
of the Foreign Wlinistry Jan 1946.

9 Dec 1937, Japanese Consul General in Shanghai
OKailOTO sent bulletins to all consuls and envoys of
foreign nations asking thew to cooperate with the Japanese
Gov't in her atteupt to respect the properties of otaer
nations on the YaNGTZE River, 11-12 Dec U.S. Consul
General GaUSS sent a note to OK.JOTO stating the posi-
tion of the PaNaY and 3 other snips (27 mi. up the
YaNGTZE fron NaANKING) amd asking that the Japanese
arned forces be instructed as follows: Tne Panay may
nove up or down the river, and desires to return to
NANKING to help U.S, nationals remaining there. Bulletins
were imuediately sent to army and navy authorities.

"12 Dec the Naval air Force had not been inforaed of

the situation," and in bombing crafts of Chinese escaping
from N..NKING they dropped bombs on the Panay, and the
other 3 ships, sinking the Panay and either sinking

or firing the others. "a body of the Japanese forces
took them for Chinese vessels and fired on thea until
they discovered that the ships were auerican, and then
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Doc. No, 1758 - Page 2 - SUMMARY CONT'd

they had the air bombings stopped and nade strenuous
efforts to rescue the american crews." ".....the bulletin
was delayed and the suoke of ths guns obscured their
view so they could not see the U.S.flag at first."

13 Dec an inquiry was made by the U,S. Consul
General re the Panay; on the saie day a rsport was
sent by a Naval officer HOND. to the Jap Consul General
at SHaNGHAI. At once orders were issued by naval
guthorities for the rescue of the crews of the sinking
oats.

Here follows an account of apologies uade by Jap
diplomats to «waerica and of the indemwnity requested
by the U.S. Gov't, (Complete translation attached to
docuuent, )

analyst: 2nd Lt, wilds
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The scanner's notes are in possession of Lt. Wilds,
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