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in the ravel dteff College, he beceme S=nior Stef® Officer of the First
Alr ¥leet, in which capacity he was in the MARTANAS from Sentember 1943,
In April 1944 he beceme air Staff Officer to (inC Combined Fleet and held
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SUMIMARY ¢

Ceptein FUCHILA discusses the atteck on P"AKL HAREOR, the planning
for the defense of the MLaxTAUAS In the spring of 1944, the planning for
the defense of the PHILIT TI-S 4in the summer of thet year, 2nl the
reeccons for the Jenanese fallare in these overations,
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TRANSCRIPT

J¢ Cantain FUCHIDA, how long heve you been in aviation?
A, My first duty as an a2ircraft pilot was et KaSUMIGAURA in 192€ where
I wes 2 pilot under instrvction. I was o2n attack bomber vnilot on KaGA

beck in 1931, and from Aug st 1941 I was on AKaGI es Air Group Commander,

o L1l wou perticinate in the attack on PEZARL FARBOR?
A, (s, I was in that atteck, I was in & 97 Type horizontal-bomber as
observsr, I wes s>nior officer of the Attack.Group.,

G Were you with the horizontal-bombers thet attacked the ARIZONA?

-

Ay Lhe leat ship 1n linet Yes, 1 led thet fliczht.

Ve L=secridb> th- amprosch to PZARL HAREBOL?T

A, Thr cerriers w-re in tWn columns of three with 10 kilometers be-—
tween shi s, UVhere were about four cruilsers, two battl=ships, anil about
17 Zlestrorers screenine outside the entire formetion,

Q. +hat route 111 the mlenes teks that sttecked PEARL HARBOR? Did they
511 croes over the isleni cr 1id som= comi- 2rouni?
(Sae annox a)

‘ore there the same nusber of mlencs in the two waves?
S, FirSt on-: about 2.:3(\' sacond wave ashout 18\3

Ve Zow weraithe 400 wlancs diviied, as between tyves?
A, In the first atteck, 20 torveio vleness, 60 horizontal bombers, and

80 fisghters; in the second sttack, 40 horizontal bombers, 60 div-
bombers, gni 80 fighters,

Qe 1are tarzets assizn-~1l bv locetion or by the tyve of ship?

A, + ala not know exactly where specific shios were wicn we came in,
First in icportence were sircraft carriers, second battleshivs; but

we dili nct know their axsct location, Ve knew they wrere in FORD ISLAND
Pag=«=szs, but did not know whrre, Ther: wes e nriority on tergets, I

Enew thet th=r- would be nlsanes, but did not know thsy would be as closely
packe 23 8% "H i LEE,

xe Lid you hsve 2ny s:scial torvedoes for this overstion?

A mOtflﬂf sp=cial but venes in the torvedoea to cut the denth of

s 1"1 - i - . ¥ -
Crlgineg . sounding,

ow many nlen=s did youn lose total?

v 20w nany did you expect to lose?
A, about helf, ant thouzhtwe would lose half our ships. In ordsr to
keen down th ss los<es a princinel object wes to destroy your plen=s,

e EE?, 1T it wes so0 successful, didn't ther reneat the atteck?

A, Wwe did not reelize we hed instrovri nlanss to such an extent, e

knew w~ had done in four battleshins, but 4id not know the extent of damage
to aAlMZIC-N planes, 2nd of course the cerriers were not there, ia fizured
1T wWa edily sink four battl-shios, then it wes a success, about threre days
aZterwrris when the intelligence wes gathered, it was realized what hed
beer inns; Hut we thought thet you would be re—sunnlied with wlenes from
the .ther iclande in the HawWAITaN Group, so it wouldn't pay to return,
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A Li1 ycu have 2 soHecially built nlene just for nhotegranohing?
A, We used a traininz »len~ for that,

s shet diu you 1o after PoaRL HARBOR?
A In Februsry cr M=rch, I went tc R BAUL cn th- nKAGI znl went en the

atteck on PORT DaRVIN, after thst CEYLON ani TRINCOMALIE, efter that the
UILWaY acticn,

AR wh=t was the size cf the fcrce thet a2ttecked DARWVINT

A, “he sezne forece onl formetion es =t MIDWAY, excent thet cnly four
carricrs wer- present,

A, One,

%0 “het wes the totel number of »lanes used, esbout 2007
A, 290,

B il y-u enccunter any matrol nlenes between shinms 2nd DARWIN?T
A, Yes,

e When were you tell they were zcoing te s2ttack PUARL HARBOR?

Heg We left on the 26th ~f Tovember from CHISHIMA, I exmected thet we

woull be zcinz to SIUGATOHRE; s-me thoucht we were geing home =t first,

On the 3rd we were to0ll certeinly thet we were to bewdb PEARL HahZOH but 4id not
know the .2te, The ml~en wes tc return frrm PTALL south of MIDYWAY on the way,
but that »Hl:=n wes chansei, Two coerriers went 1lown to YAKE andi 4 of them went
b=ck t» the ZMPINL, If the ws2ther hal been gool, we woll heve attacked

AIDWAY., One nlan wes $0 20 beek to the HARSHALLS,

i why diin't you &¢ to the MaARSJALLS?

K That was the orizinesl »len but it was chenzel, There wers three
2ltern~tiv= »nlsns, First nlsn toc hit MIDWAY, secondi mlan tc hit Wake,
thirl »Hlan to retire to the waRSHALLS, (See Annex 3)

e Were the mi.zet submerines «f 2ny assist-ence tc sun»nlying intelligence
te the forcel

A et werth a2 ismn,

te Iou were =t the Bettle »f MIDWAY, Were yeu still flying at MIDWAYT

K I cot 2oneniicitis cn the way to MIDVAY =2nl wes thus mreventel from
flyine, I wes in the sick bay 2hearil shin 2t MITWAY, The AKAGI received dsm-
ece 2n. went icwn, Then I went tack to YOXOSUK. =2nil enterel the hcsnital
there, 1 was in the hrs»nital =2t YOKOSUKA 4 menths until Sentember,

% What was your next sctive duty?

A, In the Staff of the First Air Fleet (Meay 1943), erl then in Sentember

£ 1943, I went te TINIAN anl SAIPAN,I wes ~n the staff, I wes Flight
2L itey,

e Eow long were yeou in the MARIANAST
Mo Until the #ni cof A-ril, at PALiU at theot time the Coamenier in Chief
r.f the Ccmbined Fleet :ici: in f-=ct =t thet tine, the entire staff of the

Combin€d Fleet erishal. Ther fore I wont s Air Staff Officer to the
Craohin=d1 Fleet Staff,

%  dhen wes the Crmbined Fleet Staff essembled?

A, after the st2ff wes killeldl rcn the 31lst of lMerch, the new st=2ff was
crrzeanizei shout the 20th of ril,




Q. Admiral TOYODA was the nei CinC Combined Fleet?
A, 1es.

Q. Where were his Headquarters?
A, In TOKYO BAY, at YOKOSUKA: the cruiser OYODO was his flagship but

in September c¢f last year (1944) he moved to the Staff College at
HIYOSHEI and thercafter remained ashore.

Q. We would like to talk about planning in the spring and summer of 1944,
Was it oxvected in April or May when you first Jjoined the Staff of the
spmbined Flect that the next UNITED STATES move would be the M. RIANAS?

a. We tlought that you were gning into the MARIANAS.

3. Hed you planned to commit the Fleet to the defense of the MARIANAS?

A, Yes, if your Task Force apvrosched PALAU, our Fleet being at SINGA-
PORE intended to sortie through the PHILIPPINES to meet you., Our land-
based Alr Force was in the MARIANAS and we intended that our land-based
MARIANAS Air Force should 2lsco intercept your Task Force as it moved

Yest. If you approached the MARIANAS, our first plan had been to move

the Combined Fleet from OKINAWA on to the MARIANAS to prevent the cper-
atinn of your flect in the MARIANVAS, and at that time to use our land-
teseé planes in conjunction with the Combined Fleet from OKINAWA tn
prevent a landing in the MARIANAS, There were twc nbstacles ta that plan;
one was the threat of atteck from CEINA-br&C plenes, the cther wss an in-
sufficiency of fuel suprly in OKINAWA te mount the MARIANAS Operation.

Q. You are speaking of the fleet of ships, nnt the Air Fleet?
A, That is the Combinec Fleet.

Q. At the time of eur attack on the MARIANAS was the Combined Fleet based
at LINGGA?

A, Originslly it was at LINGGA, however we did nut have sufficient
intelligence on your operation. Having insufficient intelligence of

your operations they went frcm LINGGA to TAWI TAWI to be near enough

to overate close to the scene nf your overations.

Q. Did you expect =n att=ck in the South Pescific arcund NEW GUINEA at
this time?

A, We had an ider you were going to =2ttsck WEWAK, We got intelligence
from RABAUL to thet effect, and because of this intelligence we moved
to TAWI TAWI,

Q. Do you remember if the intelligence from RABAUL wes based on radlo
intercevtions or ship sightings, or what?

a. It came from radio intelligence 2nd from observation of UNITED STATES
plenes, so we assumed when you did not land at WEWAK that there would be
direct engagement south of PALAU or yiorthwest of PALAU,

Q. When you knew we were committed to the MaARIANAS, whet force did you
think we had present?

A, We thought you hed four groups. We didn't know names or classes
but figured you had four grpups.

Q. Approximately haw many carriers to e group?
A, Five to a group. We thought you had about 15.

Q. How many carriere did you have in that operation?
A, about 8.
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o Wwhen we landei in the M-RIANAS, were your carriers all in the southern
regions at SINGAPOKE or TAWI ' AWI?
A They were at TAWI TAYI at that time,

e ded a vlan of fleet eaction been drewn u»n in advence in the event we
lended in the MARTIANAE to counter our nevretion?

Was a smecific Overstion Plan ready for this conticgency?
A, There was 2 snecific plan for the atteck,

A Was it drawn un by Admirel TOIODAT .

A, Th=t was Admiral TOYODA'S resmonsibility. There were different
commaniers, You see, Admiral OZAWA hed command of the Carrier Forces and
Vice admiral KaKUTa, at TIJIAN, commenled the lani-besed =lenes, Th=re
were no Army nlencs invelved,. |

s Aimirsl TOYOLA'S vlan covered the ccordination of both lend and fleet
based planes, is thet right?

A, Yes, the coordineticn was Admiral TOYOLs!'S,

Q¢ Wos Admiral 0ZAWA consulted recgariing this cvnerstion nlan?

A, Yes, that is, the sta®fs had a2 conference et TINIAN, 211 three of them,
from the 8th tc the llth of My,

e Lid the Slan envisage a fleet cerrier 2ction between the two fleets;
in other words wer< they wnrevnsred tec take cn our fleet with their fleet?
A, Yes, the seccnd nlen, which wes put into 2cticn, wes thet they should

iestroy your Task Tnrce, They weren't t» bother with the MARIANAS, just
destroy the Fleet,

-8 Yhet was the stete of treining of th- cerrier eir grouns at thot timef?

. It was my tesk to tazke cere of the treining of the land-based group

up tc aoril before I went beck to the TOKYO srea, There were about 87D

vlanes, They had been training about ten menths in the TMPIRE 2nd two

months in the MARIANAS area., There was insufficiént time for adequete training

for the cerrier-based planes, the;y had ~nly about a month after they gct
intelligence frem TABAUL,

e Were the carrier wilots able to land aboard?

A, They could not at night, They could lend 2nd taeke off all right by
day, but heyond that it was nct what I would cell adequate training.

e Was it pert of the criginal nlan of the second overstion to fly the
carrier pilrts to the fields in the MAKIANAS after sttacking?

A, The criginal »lan was to return to the shivs within 300 mile radius,

but as the radius bec=me 400 miles they shifted to the vlan of landing
at heses in the MARIANAS,

“4ee  Whny didn't they cles= to less than 400 miles from our fleett
A, They lnst time because they were under your submarine attack, That
was 8n inprovisation ceused by the submarine attack,

e Wes thet e deeision of Admirsl OZAWA?

A, It wes; that was Admiral OZAWA'S mistek= that the submarines were al-
lowed tn delayv the ovperation,

we +1d they h-eve 2dequ=te destroyers to screen their heavy shivs?
A, They hed thirty.

i+ Lo you think thet was enough?
Ay  Three groups, I think it is a 1little short of what they
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should have hed,

¢ What demage did you think you had inflicted on our fleet?
A. We thought that two of your carriers had received some smell
damage.,

de How many carrier planes did you lose?
A, 280

2  How long did you exmect it to take to meplace those 2807
A, 4bout five months,

2  Whers did your flret retire after the MARIAN:LS?

A, All the cerriers and other ships that had received damage went back
to the -MPIRC, the rest all went to LINGGA, anl following these two re—
tirements, the able g:ips and the repaired ships which hal gone to the
EMPIET were obliged to wroceed to LINGGA for fueling, All, that is,

excent the cerriers who remainecd because pilots needed training in the
Ei"lP I EE &

Qe Was ther- a serious fuel shortece in the EMPIR™?
A Yes,

de  Why 3id you not fight when we invaded PALAU? Was it because of the
loss of the Carrier air Corps?

A, We gbandoned the PALAUS because we did not have carrier air strength
and plern~d to maks th- PHILIPPINTS the next defensive point, The

situation forced us to abandon both PALAU and HALMAHERA and areas of pest
operctions for the defense of the PHILIPPINES,

Q. Had we attacked PALAU befom me attocked th- MARTANAS, howaver ,
woull you have fought for it}

A, Yes we would have,

4 Now returnine to the plan for the defense of the PHILIPPINES, were
you also prevered to fight for FORMOSA, OKINAWA and IWO JIMA?

Av  The first plan was for the defense of the PHILIPPIN®TS, We did not
incluile from OKINAWA to IWO JI+A in this defense,

Q. However, had we attacked IWO before the PHAILIPRPINES would you have
defended I.0 JI.AT

Ae Four mnlens were mede for the defense; first of the PHILIPPIN- , second
for FORMOBA and the NaNSET Sd0T0, third of HONSHU-KTUSHU and the

BONINS, anil fourth of HOKKaIDO, Now the nunbering of these pleans was

not necessarily in order of exvected events ~ they were either altern-

ative or successive overations, but we r=ther thought that the orier of
events would follow the numbering o€ these plans,

Qe  Therafore you exnected our next mowve to bs against the PHILIPPIN:ZIS?

A, W~ thought you were goinz to leni on the PHILIPPINES, If your Task
Force attacked the mainlend or WORLOSA we would ccme out and do battle;
but we assumed there was to be a landing in the PHILIPPINES; therefore,
that must be the mein effort. The task of attscking your Tesk ¥orce
frou either the Ti°IRE or ¥ORMOSA wes essigned to both lani-besed

Army end Usvy vlanes, The Combined Fleet was assigned to prevent land-
ing in the PHILIPPINES,

4e This vlan was made up by aimiral TOYOLa?
Ko 1o

de as adziral 0ZaVA consulted this time?
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Al The plan wes m=de b7 the Combined Genersl Staff; Admirsl 0ZaW. was not
in on the consulteticn,

58 Is this wh2t w=s known as ths "SHO" Operationt?
Sy Yes,

A I woult like to get a2 nicture of the eommeanl s=t-un in this omerstion,
Ry (S~~~ Annex C)

~

"o Thot w2s the dote of the corbinetion of the 1lst end 2nd Alr Tleets in
the PRILIP21NEST
fig The beginning of October,

e Wes the Combined air Fleet dircctly under Admirael TOTQDA?
Ay Thet is right,

Qe OZATA had nc control over 1t7
A, o, Alnirel 07.Ja wes in charge of the Third Fleet which was the at-
tack frcoup; unler hin admirel KURITa co-manded the Secr-nl Fleet which was the

supnert force cf battlaships 2ni cruisers,

e Dii Admirel KURITA contrecl both the forces thet csme through SAN
BIRNARDINO STHAIT anl the forces that ceme through SURIGA0 STRAITY

A, Both wer~ unier Aimirel XURITa, Resr adiairal NISHINURA was OTC of
the Southern Force, |

o dow was the ariyr leni-bas~d =21r contrelled?

A This nert of the Asfrnse ~f the PHITIPPINES was from General Head-

querters in the ZMPIRS thrcugh Genersl TERAUCHI at SAIGON, through YaMaSHITA,
Cemmanding Gener=1 in the PHILIPPINES, to the Army air Chief in the PHILIPPINZS,

Qe If Acinirel KURIT: wanted =2ir cover, how di1 he request 1t7
A, If Vice ialniral KURITa required =2ir cocver he requ-stel it of the Navy
Alr Chisf in charge of S=c~ni anl First Air Fl-ot,

Yo In other werds, h= ccull request it iilractly without going u» anil Zcwn
the chein ef coruaenls?

A There were oriers frem TOY0La to the leni-besed Hevy air Chief teo gilve
cover to KURITA, but if necessary Vice admiy»l KURITA coulil communicate anl
make request lirsctly ef th- leri~basgsd Navel air Force, Admiral TOYOLa
enl Genersl TERAUCHL hel srrangel for Army 2ir cover for KURITA where nec-

essary, but KURITa coull alsc Airectly reguest of the Army Air Chief if need
eros-,

v Diil ocur carrier r=iils of esrly October cn the RYUKYUS, FORMOSs »nd LUZON
affect the mlans for the defense of the PHILIP 'INZS?

e The lecsses thot we inflicted were not sericus?

Ay Mo, we were a2ble gradually to re-sunmly enough tc keem our original
mlan,

% Dc you krrw roighly how meny nlanes we destroyel in LUZON 2nd FOLMOSA?

'.

A, Navy 300, army 200, total 500,

Qe What damege 4il you estimate you hed inflicted on our fleet off
FORMOSA nn 12 = 14 cf Octnber?

A, We thought we sank one aircraft carrier, ani inflicted minor damage on
two,

113~7




Transeriot_on (Centein Mitsuo FUCHITA, I J.Ni)_ _

-l e T - SR T - Gl $Seen T e S 2 e 0 O em— s ¥ W -y @ Sps #Samn Sy D G T G $= 9T

Qe  But the 1039" 500 plenes wes overcome wiﬁhou! t50 mush trouble?
A, TYes, we were greiually able to buill un agein by re-bupoly,

Q¢ And 500 was in fect the total number destroyed?
A, It is pretty close teo the figure,

J"\

e When wes the fleet alerted or ordered out from these beses to defend
the PHILIPPI EB7T

Ao I don't remeaber the dAote of either the alerting or the crdering out,
“s Lo you kncw wnat information they scted upon? What intelligence?

A, It wee e Junding on LEYE which was sufficient reason to cause the
action. There was ¢ 2naill island in the annroach to LIYTE and there were
watchers and fvom them tie intelligence ceme on the lending,

e You hed no repers frem aireraft of our apwroaching forces?
A, Two days befrore we 13id heve airplane intelligence from DAVAO planes,

- Had ycu expecwed ouwr landing to be on LFYT-, MINDANAO or where?

A, We thought orig.naliy it wouli be MINDANAO, then when we got that in-
formetion from LEYTE. we knew for the first time whers it was to be,

s Lid you know who was in commenl of our Invesion Force?

A, We aid noct know who wes in cherge, W= thought Almiral HALSZY would
be in cherge of the rleet; we 1iin't know who woulid be in cherge of the
invasion,

% Lid you belleve that Admiral HALSITY was under General MACARTHURT

A, We didn't think sq We thmght thsre was an equel liaison betwemen

NIMITZ endi MaC ARTHUR. We thought thet HALSEY wes not in cherge of the attack
force, just thet he wves in cherge of the Neval Task Force; but we did not
think that the lani.nz overation was under HALSEY,

We  Under whom wes the lerling oper=tion?
A, We 4id Lncw shizn but I den't remember,

Qe Lo you think il was under NTMITZ section or MAC ARTHUR'S section?
A We theusht the lending onereticn was under NIMITZ,

~
i

v “het was the misgion cof the perr:er force that you sent down from the
EMPIERT?
A, To atteclk the Mask Torce unier H2LSEY.

Qe VWere th~ czerrier milots sufficiently treined by this time?
Ay, No, they were not, Th-y were mitote of about 80 hours flight exverience.

(s Was it nl=znned to heve the vilnts lend sshore after the ettack?
A, They were tc lani on the shore fields ~f LUZON,

“e And later retorn to the cerriers the next day verhans?
A, o, they newny linturded %t¢ ccorc buck to the carriers,
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Transerint_cn (Cootain Mitsue TUCHIDA, IiJ.N,) _ '

U. Once ths cerriers h2i launchel their nlenrs, whet were they supmosed

to 1o, retire?

A, Ney, If the mlen=s feiled in their stt-ck, they wouldl lend sshore snd

ant then jein the lonl-bssed nlenes in cerrying out suiciie 2tt=scks, They
could net have lanied back 2besrd, The cerriers were to remain 2nd heln to di-
rect the lani-besel =ir 2ttacks on the Tesk Force, Kncwing they were
iefens~less, thry wers to stay anl s2ssist the 2tteck cn the Task Force by
lan—=besea mnlenes,

e Spacific=llv, how were they to helwn?

4, The carriers were to stay there as 2 ieeny. They were to draw coff
HALSZT''S Tesk Force to the north even though 1efenseless under sttack so

thet our own land-bgssed mlanes coull ottzck FALSEY, ani elso tn 1raw him into
renge of FORMOS.. lani-besed nlanes,

4e "net wes the nissirn of Admirel KURITA'S Ferecat?
A, It wes to atteck yrur trenswcrts,

% ant the s2ms for «dmiral NISHIMURAZY

A, YTes, we ha. 2ls» ernsiderrd mlenning ettock uncn the Task Feorce, but

they “ix nrt he=ve thet luty, Their mission wes to attack only the tresnsperts,
The “ask Ferce wes to be brought unier 2tteck by :aimirel OZAWA and the lani-
besed mnlenes,

Qe Dil Adrirel OZAWA'S nlencs leliver on 2ttock rn the 24th?
A, Yes, thev iii deliver one non the Tesk Force r~n the 24th,

Qe Are you femilisr with the letaills ~f the bottle,

A, I irn't knrw very much 2bout the Central 2ni Southern Forces, Almiral
OZAWAS FOrce cone cut frea the INLAND SE., sortiei threush BUNGO SUILO, I
think on the 21st, =anl went feirly directly iown tc the e=st of FORMOSx,
mate the sttack #ni was sunk the next night or the next oy.

e #2s Almiral 0ZAVA sunk?
A, No,

Qe Tes he in 2 cerrier?
Ae. 1 think auuirsl O0ZaWA wes in ZUIKAKU, in eny event he was in 2 cerrier
anl was Mickel up by 2 destrcyer when it wes sunk,

R In your cminirn where did the cvmeraticn 28 2 whole brezk down? Hew far
~ii 4t orocress satisfactorily?

A, When we lest lani 2irnlenes in the Tesk Force =ttock on FORMOSa, Some-
where arcun. the 1l3th when sc many lenl-beosed »Hlanes were lcst in the action
arounl FOR4OSA, I think ncw that the whele mlan was locmedl then,

e That wasn't what ycu saii awhile azec, 7ou saii the loss wasn't serious,
A. This ~»ction coff FORMOSA ten 1ays befeore is the actirn which cost the main
ection, It was lost when s~ many plenes were lest in the FORMOSa »cticn
previcusly, It hail criginellly been theuzht in the origzinel »lans theot
0Z2sia and KURITa cculdi take cere of the T-sk Force snl iafeat it but hal to
change nlans because nf the loss cf so neny nlanes the ten 1ays previcus,

e How meny olones 1il they lese?
A, 500

%o Y~u frel then, thot the battle of the 24th ani 25th wes = vain effort
from the stert?

A, Thet is correct. I think th: zenersl sction in the
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PHILIP”INGS was doomed by the loss of 500 leni-bzsed plenes ten deys be-
fore. The reeson for the OZAWA-K'RITA sortie from their bases was that,
should the PAILIPPINZS be lost, the SINGAPORE area would be no longer

tenable or useful; so knowing thet the action wes unreasonable, it was
still unierteken,

Qe Were ISE and HYUGA with admirel OZAWA'S Forcet?

2s No, they 4diin't coma, The IYUGA and ISE with an escort of three
dlestrorers 1=ft the ZMPIR® and came south to “AKO with the intention of
joindre th= PHILIPPINE action; but they were so short of fuel it was
necessary to refuel at s~a from tenkers, O0il from tankers being in-
sufficient they were unable to join the saction., After the general ac-
tion they wroceedel to SINGAPORE where they fueled and went home again,

Qv L1ii you say the ISE and HYUGA were not vart of the OZAWA Torce?
A, No, tney were not, enl they came down through the PESCADORES, They

were supnosed to supnort the cverstion off FORMOSA, and they rounded the
coast of FORMOSA =2nd went to BAKO,

VU Wher: thry demegedl in the 2ctiont
K. Ho,

Q. This suonlying assignment,Ao you meosn they wers with the cerriers,
or & lone way back?

A, 200 miles back, They could do ebout 18 knots and were about 200
mil~s behind,

e Was 200 miles the cl-sest they were during the bettle?

A, I am not certain what they d4id, I only know the vnlan, I esn give more
detail on thet after telking with the right neonle,

e Once the Fleets had sterted out on this oneration who cooriinated
their mov=aments?

A, It wes OZAWA'S duty to coordinate the three,

e Lid Admiral KURITA'S Force receiv. instructions by radio from OZAWA?
A, At the stert before 0ZAWA left the BUNGC SUILO everything wes under

his charge, Once he had sortied it was Admirel TOYODA, and OZaWA hai
nothing more to do with i1it, XURITA'S retreat was on orders from TOYODA,

U after the LEYTD Bettle what vnlans did you have for further defense
Qf the PHILIPRIN:S, marticularly LUZON?

A, We abandon=d the SHO Plens; after thet it was TEN Operations; and
OKT..ada, IWO JIMA and FORMOSA were the basis of defense, We thought you
would come first to OKINAWA, second tec South CHINA,

3+ Then the defense of LUZON in November snd December wes not a very
serious matter?

A, The defensa of LUZON in November and December of 1944 wes no longer
g grest moment, W- hed no oower,

Re L1d you attemnt to reinforce the LUZON land-bescd aircraft, or didn't
you bother?

A, Herdly any, We were waitineg in OKINAWA end the =Z*PIK: d4did hardly any
reinforeing of LIUZON aircraft, In the meantime the IWO JIMA action hed
absorbsd our interest, One groun only went to IWO JIMA,

¢ Then it is your ompinion thet the loss of the PHILIPPINES was due to the
destruction of ecircraft at FORMOSA?
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Ay In the mn_in that is 11374 oninioq..

Qs Lid you f-el that the decreease of their air power was caused by
attacks from our planpes or due to a shortsge of fuel?

A, Mainly it was Tgsk Force attacks, the fuel problem principally
effected training but the air power was diminished mostly by your
Carrier Task Force attacks,

Qs DTil the Cerrier Task FWorce destroy planes faster than they could
builil themt

A, It was about equal, plane for plane, the production and destruction;
but they couldn't keev ahead, it was Jjust about plane for plane,

Qe You felt that the Carrier Task Forces were the main agency rather
than land-hased air?
Ay Production was most affected later on by land—based planes, but the

actual destruction of combet planes was accomplished by carrier-besed
planes,

Yo Was the critical problem the shortege of planes, or the shortage of
nilots?

A, TFuel was the worst, Ue had plenty of pilots but couldn't train
them because of lack of fuel,

%e Were you familiar with planning for TEN Operations?
A, TYes,

( %% We would like to have you come back another day to talk about it,)

Qe Did you expect & long war?
Ae I thought it would be a long war, about three years, I didn't
think we hed Naval power enough for more than two years elther,

Qe As the course of the war went along when d4id vou realize thet
you could not wing .

A. I thought this after the MARSHALZ Camoaign, and there were others
who thoucht the same when we gave up defending RABAUL,

% There is a difference between when you though you could not win a
decision and when you knew you would be completely defeated?

A, I think that the loss of the PIILIPPINES was the time when we knew we
had lost,
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