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Il Part of a Letter from the Reverend Mr Der-
ham to Dr Sloane, giving an account of his
obfervations of the weather for the Year 99.

Upminfter, Fan. 23, 1533.-
S TR,

Y Herefend you the Tables of my laft years obfervati-
I ons ; together with which I think it convenient
to fend fome few remarks relating thereunto. .

I promis'd laft year the addition of two Columns to
each Months obfervations, which are here inferted.
The one fheweth the Flying of the Clouds, concerning
which I defire it may be obferved, that I have never
fet down the Point towards which the Clouds flew 5
but when they varied from the Winds. Inall thofe
vacancies thereforein the Column of Clouds, it is to
be fuppofed, that either there were no Clouds at all ap-
peared, or their motion was not difcernible, or that
they flew in the fame track with the Winds.

Concerning the Thermometer, it is neceflary that 1
fhould tell you, that the graduation of itis by Inch-
meafure, viz. Inches and tenths of Inches. © The point
of Freezing is at about 8'c, or at moft 82 degrees, and
confequently ’tis Cold at about 9’o, and Temperate at a-

bout 10'c degrees. I need not fay, that the Degrees

above 100 are Warm ot Hot ;-and thofe below 8o are,
Harder Frofts. The Degrees -of my Thermometer

reach to 24’0, altho I could never make the Spirits de-

fcend with Artificial Freezing, much lower than 30,
neither when expos'd to the heat of a pretty ftrong

Sun, did they afcend above 225.
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The Scituation of my Thermometer is againft a Nor-
thern Wall in the open Air : whereby. it is defended
againft the Heat of the Sun, and fo fheweth only the
the true prefent Temperature of the Air. °"Tis alfo
guarded againft the Beams of the Morning and Even-
ing Sun, when it rifeth and fetteth on the Northern
fide of the E.and W. points of the Horizon.

{ have thought it unneceflary for the moft part, in
the Column of Weather, to take notice of the Tempe-
rature of the Air, whether Hot, Cold, or Moderate,
becaufe the Column of the Thermometer theweth this..
Neither alfo have I faid what Raiz fell, whether much
or little, becaufe the Column of Rain fufficiently de-
monftrateth it. So that.it is eafy to obferve, almof(t
at one view, what Seafons we have had laft year, whe-
ther Hot, Cold, Temperate, Wetor Dry. I need look
no farther back for aninftance, than the laft Winter-
Months, which now, or any time hereafter, we may
difcover to have been very mild, by the Spirits having
been for the moft part above 82 Degrees. . Yea, many
of the days of November and December, we may find
were not much colder than many of the mornings and
evenings of the warmer Months, So alfo for Wet and
Dry , we may find what reafon there is tor the prefent
great {carcity of Water, which is complained of in
many places. For. befides what happened in former
Months, the two laft Months of the Year. were much
dryer than ufual, {o that had it not been for the rains
of Ocfober, perhaps a drought had been a General cala-
mity.

thave had frequent confirmations of what I obferv'd
faft year, (Phil. Tranf. N. 249.) concerning the Mer-
eury rifing in Foggy weather. The like it doth alfo in
%ﬁll])ilng weather s as may be feen in divers places of the

able.
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1-obferved laft year, that the highe(t piteh I cver
found the Mcroury.at, was go4oinches. But Dec. 22,
laft,the Weather being niiling, and Wind Northerly, it
afcended to 30,50 inches, the higheft I ever faw it at
Upminfler.

Whether the obfervations my Regifter is filled with,
will bé of any ufe, to judge of the Fertility or Scarci-
ty, thie Healthinefs or Difeafes,or any other occurrences
of the laft, or of former or future years, I fhall leave
to the much better judgments of the learned Members
of 'your Honourable Society, who have been pleafed
to accept of my paft labours of this kind, and by their
defires to command my continuance of the fame for the
future. Whether what I have done may anfwer your
expe&ations, I am not able to judge. I can only
affure you, that it is done with all poffible accuracy
and fidelity.

I beg pardon for the chafms which you will meet
with in fome of the months, occafioned by my abfence
from my obfervations about neceflary affairs. Iam

S IR,
Your moft Humble Servans,

W- Derham.
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