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,,j MS.7ERS FROM: Scientists in the

*i> Bureau of i\griculturcl and Industrial

-to fireproof fabrics? Chemistry r^nd clothing specialists of

ittlEg r
professional look the Bureau of Home Economics rjid Human

in D;.doovers? Nutrition.

(jiestions in our mail box today sho\7 tht.t homem.-Jiors are getting ready for fall,

The cheering v;armtb of cxi open firei I?b.-.t can "be more delightful on a cool

itiBD evening? But cji open fire has its hazards too. And it was of those, a home-

to j&s thinking, the other day, when she wrote, "I'd like to know if there's some

1 1 cji fireproof my rugs, curtains, draperies and slip covers to protect them

foisprjks end oiabers. 'Th.- t I'd like to get, of course, is the formula for eono

laple solution which I c<?ji apply to the fabrics myself ."

Ihero's c formula for just such a simple sol\ition, Mrs. Homenokcr. Scientists

itbcUnitod States Depcjtment of /^riculture say that borax .and boric acid dissolv-

l in hot -jctor makes a good fireproofing mixture. As I s<'.id, the formula for this

ilution is sinple. It requires only throe ingredients - borax, boric acid and

iter. Here cxe the proportions. Use seven ounces of borax, three ounces of boric

Jld end two Quarts of hot water t o make a half gallon of the solution.

^ In ccse you're wondering how borcx, boric acid ;.jid hot water can fireproof

|Bc8, let mo explc.in what tckcs place. The fireproofing effect is due partly to

Mding action. IThcn it's heated, the salts melt and completely cover the treated

"rtcce with rn ijnburnablc film. At the same tine the salts give off moisture in the

or: of storjn. This too, helps fireproof the material.

The ingredients of the mixture are so easy to obtain and the solution is so

"il? epplied, that it can be used to protect m..jiy household fabrics. Your ironing





bo-jd cover, for instmce. ilJid if there . re snr.ll children in the f,:jnily, you ccn

fireproof their underclothes < jid plrysuits.

liost convenient x?y to r^pply the fireproofing solution is to use it inster.d

)f olon v?;.ter -.Then you sprinkle clothes for ironing. 3e sure the fabric is dry or

Kl7 slightly dcjnp. i'Jso be sure your iron is only modern-tely hot. If the fabric

Is i'Bp or the iron too hot, you'll find the mixture depositing on the iron instead

): sr.turcling the mr.terirl. .'jid you'll have to trke time out to clerji the iron

rith r. ;iet cloth.

You'll probably find th.:,t spraying is the most convenient \jcy to apply the

'ireproofing solution to your rugs, imd this ".rill probably be the easiest method

;o fireproof your heavy draperies too. 3y the -.Ycy, you may h;:,ve a problem here in

lettiflg hci.vily-sized or water-resistcjit fabrics to sock up the mixture. Try adding

iocp fIrises to the solution. Just enough to form a li^t suds. Soapy water spread

2d is nore effective in wetting the surface. Of course, if you have hard water,

'ou'llh.ve to use some other wetting agent since the soe.p won't mcke suds and it

icy lecve c film when it dries. Wetting agents used in comjnercial dyeing operations

Jen't affected by hard water and they don't leave any residue when they dry. You

i£j lie cole to get one of these wetting r.gents from a firm handling dyers' supplies

» little ;?ill go £ long .way. A quarter of an ounce to a gallon of the fireproofing

lolutioa 7ill be enough.

Ihe fabrics you fireproof will need to be treated again each time they're

u*„dered. ,\nd here cxe the proportions for the solution once more... seven ounces

'f^or&x, three ounces of boric acid and two ouarts of hot water to mcke a half

fcllon of the fireproofing mixture.

In obvious hand-me-down or a smartly tailored coat that looks like new?

^t's the problem facing a mother who is making over a coat for her lU-year

'Id dtu^ter. she says, "Hy sister sent me the coat. It's of excellent material,

a pretty pf..ttern. I've been sewing quite awhile now, but this is the first
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oat I've kckled. How cexi I give it that professional touch thc.t will mclce it

ook tailored?

"

Ibe first thing to do, according to clothing experts in the United States

eptrtaent of i\gri culture, is to rip up the coat completely. Don't plan to use the

dIIcj or the cuffs or the pockets as they cxe. Chances are the.t they won't fit

le p;,ttern for the young girl.

Clean end steeja press each piece of the material until it's completely ren-

rcted. You mcy need to turn it wrong side out so th^.t it will look like new.

7oii sny •.7om spots or try to work them in so that they won't show, jind he sure

let the pattern pieces cexi he cut exactly on the thread of the material. That's

) the coat '.jill hand properly.

Eaking over a coat is a real joh. If you've heA sewing experience you can do

: .-r.d you cm teke pride in the saving "becroise coats for lU-year old girls cost

lEost as much as coats for women. So teke your time pjid do a thoroi;^h, careful

)b of ripping end cleaning the mcterial. • .cutting it hy the pattern. . .lining the

)at and finishing it.

You ciji get many more tips on remodeling clothes from a bulletin recently

med by the Department of iigri culture. It's called "Make-overs from Coats pjid

Jits". You C£-n obtain a copy by writing the U.S. Department of iigriculture,

"iiiDgton 25, D. C.




