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OBSEQUIES OF JOSEPH HENRY.
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22 FUNERAL ADDRESS.

universal all, now? Then are man’s works greater than man
himself! Then are the Pyramids grander than their builders!
Then it were better to be a Yosemite pine than a JosepH HENRY!
But the truth of human immortality forbids this supposition of
debasement, and speaks the truth which our hearts crave, and
which our minds demand, as the necessary supplement of the
interrupted human career. .

Yes! we shall see him again. In a land that is fairer than
day!—in the full possession and active exercise of those mental
powers which have been the admiration and gratitude of earth,
shall we see him ;—see him as along the pathway of an unending
progress, and amid the ever-rising, ever-thickening glories of the
universe, he makes his way upward and unto the infinite goal,
“lost in wonder, love, and praise.” The sublime creation of God
which we have known as JosepH HENRY is endowed with the
power of an endless life.

‘“ Eternal form shall still divide
The eternal soul from all beside;
And we shall know him when we meet.”
Till then, reverent philosopher, humble Christian, noble man,—
farewell and farewell!










LETTER OF PROF. HENRY. 25

Second. It is equally clear to me that you have a similar spiritual
principle within yourself, since when I ask you an intelligent ques-
tion you give me an intellectual answer.

Third. When I examine the operations of Nature, I find every-
where through them evidences of intellectual arrangements, of
contrivances to reach definite ends, precisely as I find in the opera-
tions of man; and hence I infer that these two classes of operations
are results of similar intelligence.

Again, in my own mind, I find ideas of right and wrong, of
good and evil. These ideas, then, exist in the universe, and, there-
fore, form a basis of our ideas of a moral universe. Furthermore,
the conceptions of good which are found among our ideas associated
with evil, can be attributed only to a Being of infinite perfections,
like that which we denominate “God.” On the other hand, we are
conscious of having such evil thoughts and tendencies that we can-
not associate ourselves with a Divine Being, who is the Director and
the Governor of all, or even call upon Him for mercy, without the
intercession of One who may affiliate himself with us.

I find, my dear Mr. PATTERSON, that I have drifted into a line
of theological speculation ; and without stopping to inquire whether
what I have written may be logical or orthodox, I have inflicted
it upon you.

Please excuse the intrusion, and believe me, as ever,

Truly yours,

JosEPH HENRY.
MR, JosEPH PATTERSON,

Philadelphia.
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3. Resolved, That Mrs. HENRY be informed of this action of
the Board, and the desire of the Regents that she will continue the
occupancy of the apartments now in her use for such period, during
the remainder of this year, as may suit her convenience.

4. Resolved, That a committee be appointed who shall prepare
and submit to this Board at its next annual meeting a sketch of the
life, character, and public services of the late lamented Secretary,
which shall be entered upon the records.

5. Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the Board be
requested to make arrangements for a public commemoration in
honor of the late Secretary of the Institution, of such a character
and at such a time as they may determine.

The Chancellor appointed as the special committee under the

fourth resolution, President PORTER, Dr. GRAY, and Dr. MACLEAN.
* * * * *

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Chancellor prepare a suitable notice of the
death of Professor HENRY, to be sent to foreign establishments in
correspondence with the Institution. - - -

The Board then adjourned sine die.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,
WasHINGTON, D. C., JANUARY 15, 1879.

A meeting of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion was held this day in the Regents’ room, at ten o’clock A. M.

Present: The Chancellor, Chief Justice WarTE, Hon. WILLIAM
A. WHEELER, Vice-President of the United States, Hon. AARON
A. SarcenT, Hon. RoBErT E. WITHERS, Hon. JAMES A.
GARFIELD, Hon. HiesTER CLYMER, Dr. JoEN MACLEAN, Dr.
Asa GraY, Dr. HENRY CoPPEE, Hon. PETER PARKER, President
Noau PorTER, General WiLL1aAM T. SHERMAN, and the Secre-
tary, Professor SPENCER F. BAIRD.
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1. Th: Regents of the Smithsonian Instituticn and the orators
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34 PROCEEDINGS OF REGENTS.

On motion of Dr. MACLEAY, it was—

Resolred, That the thanks of the Board of Regents be presented
to the gentlemen who took part in the memorial services held in the
United Scates Capitol on the 16th of January, in honor of the late
Professor HENEY, and that they be requested to furnish copies of
their remarks on that occasion.



PART II.

MEMORIAL EXERCISES AT THE CAPITOL.
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MEMORIAL EXERCISES

IN HONOR OF

JOSEPH HENRY.

HELD IN THE HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

On Thursday Evening, January 16, 1879.

ANNOUNCEMENT.
PUBLIC COMMEMORATION IN HONOR OF THE LATE JOSEPH HENRY.

The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, on the
17th of May, 1878, passed a resolution requesting the executive
committee to make arrangements for a public commemoration in
honor of the late Secretary of .the Institution, of such character and
at such time and place as they might determine.

The committee has now the satisfaction of announcing that in
conformity with the above action the following concurrent resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted by both Houses of Congress on the
9th and 10th of December, 1878: .

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States will take part
in the services to be observed on Thursday evening, January 16,
1879, in honor of the memory of JosEpH HENRY, late secretary
of the Smithsonian Institution, under the auspices of the Regents
thereof, and for that purpose the Senators and Members will assem-
ble on that evening in the Hall of the House of Representatives,
the Vice-President of the United States, supported by the Speaker

of the House, to preside on that occasion.
@n
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In accordance with the foregoing resolution, the services will be
held in the Hall of the House of Representatives on Thursday, the
16th of January, 1879, at eight p. m., which the public are invited
to attend.

PETER PARKER,
JOHN MACLEAN,
WiLLiam T. SHERMAN,
Ezecutive Committee of the Board of Regents.
‘W ASHINGTON, January 6, 1879.

PROCEEDINGS.

HarL oF THE HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
oF THE UNITED STATES,

TuurspAY EVENING, January 16, 1879.

In accordance with the arrangements made by order of Congress,
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
assembled in the Hall of the House, and were called to order at
eight o’clock by the Hon. SAMUEL J. RANDALL, the Speaker of
the House, the President with members of the Cabinet occupying
front seats on the right and the Chief-Justice with associate justices
of the Supreme Court corresponding scats on the left. The Speaker
announced briefly the object of the meeting, and then handed the
gavel to the Hon. WiLL1AM A. WHEELER, the Vice-President of
the United States, who thereupon presided on the occasion, sup-
ported by the Speaker of the House.









PRAYER BY REV. JAMES McCOSH, D. D. 41

believe that he is still occupied in thy service, and that now, in a
clearer light, he is doing nobler work than he performed on earth.
We rejoice this day because by his profession and by his con-
sistent walk and conversation he gave such evidence that he was
truly a follower of Christ and led by the sanctifying Spirit. May
we all be enabled to follow his good example, trusting like him in
Thee, and giving praise to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Amen.


















HON. H. HAMLIN’S ADDRESS,

Amount brought forward _________________
Amount deposited in the Treasury of the United
States as authorized by act of Congress of Feb-
ruary 8, 1867, derived from savings of income

47
$541,379 63

and increase in value of investments ________ 108, 620 37
Amount received as the bequest of JAMES Hau-
ILTON, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, February 24,
1874 s 1,000 00
Total permanent Smithson fund in the Treasury
of the United States bearing interest at 6 per
cent., payable semi-annually in gold_________ 651, 000 00
To that sum should be added as the present value
of State stocks held by the Institution _______ 35, 000 00
Making a total fund of .___ ________ 686, 000 00
In addition to the above the Institution has—
Cash on hand for current operations_________ 25, 000 00
Value of building and furniture, cost________ 500, 000 00
Value of library - . ____ 200, 000 00
Value of stock on hand of its own publications,
including twenty-one quartos and fifteen
octavos, wood-cuts, and plates____________ 50, 000 00
Value of philosophical apparatus __.________ 6,000 00
.Valne of worksof art____________________ 2, 000 00
Total - o e e 1, 468, 000 00

The foregoing statement shows a fund and property of the Insti-
tation of nearly one and a half millions of dollars in gold, or, to
analyze a little, a fund of six hundred and fifty-one thousand
dollars at an interest of six per cent. per annum for the yearly
operations of the Institution. This is noticeable particularly in
the fact that the fund has been increased nearly one hundred and
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fifty thousand dollars over and above the sum bequeathed by Mr.
SMITHSON. The other property of the Institution in value, as has
been stated, is over seven hundred thousand dollars. Such is the
correct statement of the fund and financial condition of the Smith-
sonian Institution at the decease of Professor HENRY. For him
how proud the record, and for the future usefulness of the Institu- -
tion how grand the prospect! With this flattering condition of its
finances, the Institution may widen its present and enter new fields
to seek for additional knowledge to be diffused among men, while
Professor HENRY, its world-distinguished secretary, shall be remem-
bered away in the stillness of ages as one of the most learned men
of his time and a benefactor of mankind.




ADDRESS

OF

HON. ROBERT E. WITHERS.

THis thronging hall, this august assemblage, this imposing pageant
are suggestive and significant to a degree that anticipates and almost

consummates the duty of the hour.
~ The death of the soldier, the patriot, or the statesman who has
won glory, honor, or distinction in the public service, has usually
been made the occasion of impressive memorial ceremonial; for as
different as nations are in many other respects, they all agree in
this, — gratitude for distinguished services, and reverence for the
mighty dead. This is a feeling peculiar to no era or country; it
is common to all mankind — whether civilized or savage, barbarous
or refined. The rude tumuli of the savage, the magnificent mau-
solea of the East, and the marble monuments of the West, alike
point to where sleep the ashes of the warrior, the patriot, and the
sage whose services have endeared them to their countrymen and
whose deeds have rendered their nation illustrious.

I see around me, congregated in this, the capitol of a great nation,
its highest functionaries in the executive, legislative, and judicial
departments of government, distinguished diplomatic representa-
tives of almost every civilized people, the chiefest dignitaries of
church and state, men most renowned in peace and in war, those
most honored in the world of science, of literature, and of art,
convened to do homage to the memory of one whose brow was
decked neither with the laurel wreath of the conqueror nor yet
with the civic crown of the statesman. He chose rather to dedi-

" cate his powers to the pursuits of science, to the investigation of
4 - (49)












BIOGRAPHICAL MEMORIAL,

BY

PROFESSOR ASA GRAY,

IN BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS.

THE Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, on the day following
the obsequies of their late Secretary, resolved to place upon record,
by the hands of their committee, a memorial of their lamented
associate. The time has arrived when this should be done, now that
the Institution enters upon another official year, and its bereavement
is brought freshly to mind.

Although time may have assuaged our sorrow, as time will do,
and although the recollection that a well-spent life was well appre-
ciated and not prematurely closed, should temper regret, yet they
have not dulled our sense of loss, nor lesscned our estimate of the
signal services to science, to this Institution, and to the general
good which remarkable gifts and a devoted spirit enabled this man
to render.

If we would fit this memorial to the subject of it, we must keep
in mind Professor HENRY’s complete and transparent, but dignified
simplicity and modesty of character, in which a delicate sense of
justice went along with extreme dislike of exaggeration, and aver-
gion to all that savored of laudation.

Yet it is not for ourselves, his associates—some of few, some of
many years— that this record is made; nor need we speak for that
larger circle of his associates, the men of science in our land, who
will, in their several organizations, recount the scientific achieve-
ments of their late leader and Nestor. And nothing that we can
say will enhance the sentiments of respect, veneration, and trust with

which he was regarded here, in Washington, by all who knew him,
(53)





































































76 MEMORIAL OF JOSEPH HENRY.

world in general, by his important discoveries. This company has
to mourn the loss of a staunch friend.

“The Right Hon. ViscouNT MONCK,
“Chairman of the Anglo-American Company— London.”

The next dispatch is from the Eastern Telegraph Company and
the direct United States Cable Company :

LoxnpoN, January 16, 1879.

“Kindly express in the name of my company, directors, and
myself our association in spirit with the memorial services in honor
of the late Professor HENRY, whose services have been so great,
not only to those interested in electrical science, but to the world at
large. The work of such a man as he, helps human progress; and
Professor HENRY has left a distinct mark on our times. We
sympathize with his family in their sad bereavement, and feel while
they have lost a warm friend the world has lost a great benefactor.”

“JoHN 'PENDER,
Chairman of the Eastern Telegraph Company,
and of the Direct United States Cable Company.”

“To Cyrus W. FiELD,
Care of Mr. Justice FiELD,
Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C.”








































ADDRESS OF PROF. W. B. ROGERS. 89

where there are grounds for doubt, in any province of thought, is
injurious to the cause of truth and incompatible with that genuine
philosophy which recognizes how small is the segment of our actual
knowledge as compared to the infinite sphere of possible discovery.

In closing this imperfect notice of the labors and the character as
a philosopher which have given to JosepE HENRY so0 high a place
among the men of science of our day, and have won for him the
crowning honor of this national memorial meeting, I am led to
allude to the illustration which he has furnished of the peculiar
genius and temperament of the American people. In his example
we see that combination of the practical and the philosophical which
we may claim as characteristic of our nation, and which refutes the
charge, sometimes made, that, although fertile beyond other nations
in invention, we do not rise to the higher level of scientific thought.
Nor can I refrain, in this connection, from appropriating to our
country the words in which MILTON 80 nobly characterized the
capacities of the great nation of which, in his time, we were a part:
“A nation not slow and dull, but of a quick, ingenious, and pierc-
ing spirit, acute to invent, subtle and sinewy to discourse, and not
beneath the reach of any point the highest that human capacity can
soar to.”














































































ADDRESS OF HON. B. S. COX. 116

When the first telegraph message went from this capital on the
24th of May, 1844, “What hath God wrought,” it but echoed the
thought of this reverent thinker, who had discovered its mission,
and who thus recognized the infinite intelligence whose processes
were beyond human ken. This belief chastened his intellectual
dignity, and while it gave him added courage to explore the secrets
of time and space, made his science not that of the carping critic,
but of the loving handmaiden of divinity.

If “we are of a nobler substance than the stars;” if “we have
faculties while they bave none,” it is impossible, in thinking of
JoserE HENRY and his life here, to unduly magnify that intel-
lectual orb which, when it left our limited horizon, arose upon
another world to glorify anew the God of all the graces and the
fountain of all the forces !
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ally encouraged and honored by the tokens of respect and affection
thus paid their prototype, Professor HENRY; and their stimulated
labors in the cause of that science he loved so well will erect to him
a monument more lasting than of brass or marble.
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mon all the ignorant and erring families of men. By the brink
of the grave, over the end of all that perishes on earth, we read,
O God, our Father; that mighty apothegm, “ The things that are
seen are temporal, the things that are not seen are eternal.”

Be very nigh to the hearts that knew him best, and bless them
with the blessing he in life invoked. Be very nigh to our rulers
and our chiefs, and to all our people in the state and in the church
and to all those in our schools and seminaries and laboratories, and
in our Congresses and Legislatures who are molding the thoughts
of the nations and the civilization of our times. Grant free scope
to the awakened faculties of men. Protect the mighty march of
the coming millions. and crown their toil with an unfading crown,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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1878.

1878.

1878.

1878.

1878.

1878.

MEMORIAL OF JOSEPH HENRY.

On Thunder Storms. (Letter Oct. 13.) Journal Am. Electrical Society, 1878,
vol. ii. pp. 37-44.

Letter to Joseph Patterson, Esq. of Philadelphia, on the ‘“Joseph Henry
Fund.” (Dated Jan. 10.) Public Ledger and Transcript, May 14, 1878.
The Press: of Philadelphia, May 14, 1878,

Report on the Ventilation of the Hall of the House of Representativen. (Jan.
26.) 45th Cong. 2nd Sess. H. R. Report, No. 119, pp. 1-6.

Report on the Use of the Polariscope in S8accharimetry. (Feb.5.) Mis. Doc.
45th Cong. 2nd Sess, H. R.

Opening Address before the National Academy of Sciences. (Read April 16.)
Proceedings Nat. Acad. Sci. vol. i. part 2, pp. 127, 128,

Closing Address before the National Academy of Sciences. (Read April 19.)
Proceedings Nat. Acad. Sci. vol. i. part 2, pp. 129, 130.
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One day, on opening Henry’s copy of Young’s “Lectures on
Natural Philosophy,”—a book which he had studied more than any
other work of science,—I read on the fly-leaf, written by his own
hand, these words:

“In Nature’s infinite book of secrecy
A little I can read.

Shakespeare.”
And did he not read a little “in Nature’s infinite book of secrecy”’?
and did he not read that little carefully and well? May we all read
our little in that book as modestly and as reverently as did JosEPH
HEeNry.
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I THE Hotse or REPRESENTATIVES.
Tuesday, May 25, 1880.

Mr. CLYMER. (Member from Penusylvania.) ¢Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(Senate No. 1702) and put the same upon its passage.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr. J.C.S. BLACKBURN.) “The
Clerk will read the bill, after which the Chair will ask for objec-
tions.” .

The Clerk read the bill (Senate No. 1702) entitled “A bill for
the crection of a bronze statue of JosePH HENRY, late Secretary of
the Smithsonian Institution.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. “Is there objection to the present
consideration of the bill ?

“There being no objection, the question is on the passage of the
bill —Senate No. 1702.”

The bill was accordingly taken from the Speaker’s table, read
three several times, and passed.

The following is the Act as passed :
[Public Acts, No. 71.]
AX AcCT for the erection of a bronze statue of JoskPH HEXRY, late Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Uhited States of America in Congress assembled, That the Regents
of the Smithsonian Institution be and are hereby authorized to con-
tract with W. \W. Story, sculptor, for a statae in bronze of JosEPH
HRENRY, late Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, to be erected
upon the grounds of said Institution ; and for this purpose, and for
the entire expense of the foundation and pedestal of the monument,
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT, June 1, 1880.
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