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Def, Doc. No. 2233

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et a].

ARAKI Sadao, et al,

- Defendants -

Having first 4 ched sheet, in
accordance with the

try, I hereby
depose as follows:

l. I entered the Forelgn Ministry in June 192y, and was
the Chief of the Third Section of the Bureau of Treaties from

8 January to 31 October 1942, The said Seat

v-0Nn was in cnarge
chiefly of the business concerning international cotperation in-
cluding international conf'erences,

international “reaties, etc,
“hen I was the Chief of the sald Se ne contact of the Foreig
Ministry with forei ] on with prisoners of wanp
and civilian intern ly in my Section,

ations of the

I' the Foreign
actuelly Co deal with the
Seée the realization of the
ter and other superiors.

gentina acting
Britain res-

e treatment of prisoners and in-
s and we transmitted these representations to the authoritier
concerned without delav

Y» And on the receipt of the opinions or
information from them never failed in transmitt

ing them without
delay to the countries concerned,

Generally Speaking, when I was in chap
the treatment being fairly g00
complaints or

ge of these matters,
d, if not ideal

Probably it
was stlill in 1its earlier

Scanty as in the lattep
and internees in the
protests, but receiving
to the effect that they
» and having no means
» W& could only believe
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A) Visits to the internment camps,

a8 other ministries concerned, and strove

A8 the result of this effort, the visits of
the delegates of the International Red Cross Committee were rese
11zed as mentioned hereunder:

(a) Camps for prisoners of war.

ZENTSUJI on 12 March 192,
TOKYD on 21 August 19)2

HONG KONG towards end of May 1942
SHANGHAI on 18 August 19,2

(b) Camps for ecivilian internees.
SUMIRE GAKUIN, T3ky8 on 16 May 192
YOKOIIAMA - on 30 May 19,2
SHIROYAMA, Nagasaki on 11 June 1942
MIYOSHI, Hiroshima on 13 June 1042

KOBE on 15 Jime 19]2

SENDA I on 19 Juie 1912
HONG KONG towards eni of May 19)2

I recall also that the members -f thn wia Legation and
Consulate visited various CAMpsS oS several Aslons, although I
do not rememter the detsils 2: prcesent ths szbaove list is a list
of the Red Cross wigiiyg 1= my vimz, out T oaderstand that visits
by the delegates of thn Intarretionsl Red Cross Committee as well
as of the cocuntries peoterting the interesis of the bzlliigerent
countries were made from tirme to time thereafter.

In connection with these
International Red Cross Committee,
tickets and rendered various other
our' request.

Visits to the internment camps 1in the occupled territories,
however, were not permittacd by the military authoritira concerned
when I was in that office, for the reasons thar throso wezinng
constituted the theater of operations.

B) Treatment of prisorers of war and clviliian Internees in
Japan,

We requested the AVtnoritisg concerned +o accord as
lenlent treatment as possible to the nrisocasrs and internees, and
we were always told by them that the sroctinant was good and equite
able, In fact, the delegates ol the Interaational rned Cross Com=
mitee, after visiting various camps a8 mentioned above, reported

"g§0d"§ "Tavorable", or "excellent"
Oe 0090
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The Foreign Minister, lir, Jogo, informed the Swiss Minister
of the ration of food bein. supg.lied to the internees in Japan, oun
13 February 1942 (Exhibit 1491) as an instance that the internees
were receiving food better than those of the Japanese in generadl.
It was the statement of *the corditicn actually being accordeu at
that time, not a commitimest icr tne Jutur

C) Treatment ci prisorers of war and civilian internees in
the occupied territories.

The For. ign ¥Ministry had little knowledge concerning the
condition of the prisoners and internees outside of Japan, Wnen
we received an inquiry or protest about this matter, we transmittea
it without delay to the authorities concerned, requestiing Ui Lo
supyly us necessary information, and on the receipt of tahe v Ly
from them, we transmittec it imuiaediately to tne couwntries coucericu,
I recall tnat communications of this nature werc uoce 0l tne COul-
ditions of prisoners of war and 1nte.ecs n Guam, Woie Isiand,
and the Philippines. The informacion we received wi: ..at time op
.wese questions was promptlv transmuitted to ke ¢yl ll2i€s Ccoucernea.
/ne Foreizn 1inistry, having no means of investigi.iion, had to rely
apon the information sup,.lied by them and could not do anything
further than drawing the attention of the authorities conacerned to
the necessity of accordaing fair anc equitable treatment to the
prisoners and internces of enemy countries, espcclaliy taklng
into consideration tac resicence of Japainese in eqeuy codntries,
Such being the circumstances, notning was kuowa to us wita res-
pect to the ill-treatment of prisoners of war or i.ternces in tne
occupied arcas unless we were iaformed by the miiitary or naval
authoritics coucerned or by the adversary belligerent countrics.
As to the prisonecrs and internees on Wake Is.ianu, we received sone
inquiries from the Swiss Minister in Tokyo in the begi.ining of
1942, but they were ingquirics about conditions and not protests
nor complaints, and we did not fail in transmitting them to tnc
sutnorities co.cerned, and upon receipt of reply from tnem, we
imueciateiy sent the information obtained at that tiac to thc owiss
Minister, as shown in Exhibit 2034, and a further communication was
made to him on-10 August. (Zxhibit 2040), It was not known to us at
all that ill-treatment was car.ied out there as testified by lr.
Stewart on 10 January 1947. The so-called "Death March of Eataan"
vags also a matter unknown to us in those days. As for the Ynal-
surma Railway, the matter beinz exclusiveliy the Army's concern, we
1id not hcar of any plan for its construction, mucn less, off the

mploynent of prisoners in its construction, when I was in the
ureau of Treatics.

D) Relief of prisoners anu internees.

Barly in 1942, the British Govcecrnment made a proposas. to
send a Red Cross ship from Australia to b¥ing relief goods to the
risoners and interneed at Hong Kong and Singapore. The United States
'ed Cross also made a similar proposal for the bencfit of the Ameri-
an Erisone s and civilian internces at various places in Zast Asla,
he Forcign l'inistry arprioached the Navy on tnis mattier, but taney
aintained that the safety of navigation of the ship could not be
uaranteed in the lizght of the war situation in the southwcsicra
acific. Thercupon, we exerted ourselves, with success, LO recelve
o0od, medicine and other relief goods, taking advantage of tLue
oyages for the exchange of diplomats aand souwe civiiians, waicn
ere then beiug arranged beiwecn Japan ana tae United Siates of
merica and Great Britain. The Asauma-mairu, the TJatsutu-maru, the
amakura-maru transported the relicf goous of atout 4,000 tons 1n
otal, and these rclief goods werc aiscributea to the prisoners and
nternecs tharough the delcgates of the Internacvional led Cross
ommittee in Japan, at Shangaai and at Hdoag Kong, and througn tne
ompe tent official at Singapore and l‘anila where no such delegates

erc stationed, ]
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E) Exchange of information concerning prisoners of war and
civil internees,

On 9 December 1941, the International Red Cross Committec
at Geneva notifled the Japanese Government that the Central Burear
for the Information of Prisoners of War of the Committee would ac
a8 an Intermedlary for information concerning prisoners of war anc
clyilians under detention of both belligerent powers, and requestec
cooperation on the part of the Japanese Government.  The Foreign
Minister notified the Committee of our compliance. From that time
onward, we exerted our efforts, always in concert with the compe=-
tent authorities of the Prisoners-of-War Information Bureau, the
Home Ministry, the Communications Ministry, etec., to offer 211

information obtainable to the Central Bureau at Geneva as guie’"
28 possible.

In this connection, we further rendered our services so that
simllar information might be supplied to the reprasentatives of
“i7itzerland and Argentina, then acting as protecting powers on be-
half of the United States of America and Great 3Britiin respectively.
In some cases delay in supplying information took place, but it was
sald to us by the autherities concerned that it was owing to the
difficult conditions previlling In the areas of military operations

and to the difficulties of communication with the remote regions,
and not to their bad faith.

I wish also to add that the Foreign Ministry informed the
Swiss linister that "Regarding the American civilian internees,

we are ready to reply to every individual inquiry after the fullest
possible investigations," and recuested him to supply us the names
of persons of whom information was required (Exhibit 20l10). This
suggestion was made in order to conform more fully with the desires

of those concerned in expediting the investigation by the authore
ities concerned,
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In accordance
tr'Uth’ Withholding

DEPONENT

I, Nishi Haruhiko,
by the 4

Ptify that I ap

» 22 COrrect




