ERRATA SHAET,

Lffidavit of Kavghara

Now reading Skould read
"'——.-——-———.—_____--———-——- -__-—-_—-—'——“.-.
3 Page 4 line

The treatment of . " The disnosal of P.0.}.
Plo.'.

6 Page 7 line

"Regulation for the " Disnosal of P,0.V. (Ex, 19654)

T_:'eatment of P.O-Wn
(Ex. 196%54)




.
: D’Ufn DOC- lf' 955

EXH BIT .

Translated by
Defense Language Branch

INTERNLTIONLL WILIT.RY TRIBUNLL FOR THE FaRr ELST

THE UNITED STLTES OF LiErlCi, ct al

SWORN DEPOSITION (1r.nsletion)
Denoncnt ¢ Ro'lHnrL, Naoichi (seal)

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attachcd sheet and 1in
accordance with the procedurc followed in ny country 1 herecby
ienosc as follows,

wy name is Keuaduasl., Naoichi.,
I. I held the post of &djutant-Bceneral of the War liinistry from
Lugust 1939 (Showa 14) to February 1943 (Showa 12).
Lieutenant-General KL.U... (at that time), Vicc-War #inistcer, worked
with me under iinister TOJO during the grecater part of his tcaure of
officce
II, I managed the affairs of the Ministcr's Scerctariat by order of
the Ministor as a scnior of the 4djutant Dopartmente iy principal
busincss was to take chaerge of official scals of the iMinister and
the liinistry, to inspect, recceive and send public Corrcsponds.ncc

.
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(including teleerams) and to inspeet finished docwncnts, to roceive
forcign officcrs and to conduct general affalirs.

IT1I, Vice<dinister KIWUR. was a typical soldicr. He conccntrated
his encrgy chiefly on the administrative business regarding ordnancce
in which he was well versed and at the same time he cndeavorud o

cstablish hermopy and unity in the linistry. He helped the Minister
,//;A B aandl .

oty  c cnparced with the acute and positive nan,

T0JO0. Conscquoently, the Vice<iinister took charge of almost all of

the routine and cercmonial affairs and miscellancous business of the

luinistcr.

IVe Even after he became Fremicr and War linister, concurrcently,
General TOJO managed all affairs of the War lkiinistry for himsclf

with strenuous efforts, so that the powers of Vice Ministor and the
matters under his charge were the same as beforc and were not cxtended
at ally; nor was he ordered to act for the kinister,

Vo Vice=dinister KIMUi. ncver attended the Liaison Gonfercnce or
Imperial CGonfecrences nor was he present at the Information Conferences
of the Impcrial Hecadquerters, nor the Information Gonfcerences of
Chicfs of Departments, nor the commissary Information Confcrences
held at the General Staff ©ffico.

VI.,. The Information Confeoronces of Burceu Chiefs were held with the
aim of csteblishing a closc contact between idinister, Vice-Minister,
Chicfs of Departments and Chiefs of Burcaus; it was not a means by

{
&
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which to decide matters. 4nd the Minister presided over them both

in name and rcality, giving it scrupulous carc and apt dircction.
The contcnts of the Viee Minister's Note by Order regoarding the

" | : ' .

Treat-ient of Prisoncrs of War at Fresent (Ex., 19654)" was rcported
dircetly to the liinister by UELIUR., Chief of the Frisoncr of War
Control Burcau at the Information Confercnec of Bureau Chicfs at
which time he obtained his approval. 1 do not r¢call that any
protost concerning the mmltrcatment of POd was discussed in the

. o
Information Confercnee of Burcau Chicfs durinz-#ke tcnurc of offilce
2.9 .tu/);gg ?.‘iq’f- yfiﬂ( lﬂ‘
of XTiUR: as Vice Ministor of War,
VII. The affairs of the War Ministry were manazced in accordance with
both gzovermacnt organization rcgulations and special rezulations which
the War winister issucd, Accordinz to the cbove regulations cvery
officoer of the Ministry wes rcecquircd to manage thc busincss in his
charge according to both scts of rczuletions holding himself rcspon-
Th.e

sible to Pic winistern / War sinister was to be wholly responsible
for the affairs of the War Ministry. The above-ncntioned rcgulations
included perticulars on somc unimportant motters, decision of ‘hieh
was cntrustcd to the Vice-linistcr, Chicfs of Burcaus aand Chiefs of
Dcpartments.e But tlicy were restricted within the usual matters such
as intcrmrctation and application of laws, rules and rczulations al-
recady issued, or the mattcrs about vh ich tic hiinistcer's policy or

intention had become known, «ccording to circumstances, those matters,

-3 -
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when neccssary, were reported to tho Ministcr for obtaining his

apprrovale.

L P contEe all other important mattcers neceded the Minister's
decision. Namely, cithcr by the direct order of the Minister or in
accordance with his confirmed intention, a policy ar plan important
to the «rmy was formcd by thoe campetent Burcau and De partment, and
aas deliberated by Departaents and Burcaus conccracd and becane a
definite plan through the Winister's final dccision. <48 Wad clcarly
shown in the intcrnal law of the army, it was the most important
principle of obedience for soldiers that cven if tac soldicrs were
divided in opinion during the procedure, ,tiey should cffacc thcme-
sclves onec the Minister geve his docision and should makc strenuous
afforts to fulfil their supcriors’' intention. No liberty was given
them of resigning their posts arbitrarily bccause of thelr diffcrent
opinionse
VIII. Thc matters which werc detormined through the above=-ncit ioned
Procecss werc announced or notified to tac outside by public docwacnts
(including tolegrams). Apd there were three nrincipal forms of

F ™ - p—_—— 4---‘\-

notification, all of whlish Tcol Ai9fomont forms just beceusc of thelr
coptents, but were suhatonticlly % hlie documents of ©TcC War
Ministry vhich werec sent on +1e responsibility of the War lsinisters
firstly, general matters auch as orders of the Miinistry, instructions,

public notes, orders and directions werc issucd in the name of thc

- 4
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Minister; secondly, other individual matters, not general, or matters

which rank second in importance, in the name of the Vice-Minister;
thirdly, less important matters and usual ones sueh as 1nte;'pretation

of laws, in the name of the AdjutanteGeneral, But all of them we re
wotified on the responsibility of the War Minister and the senders were
not responsible for their contents; there was no exception among them,
anong them there were the public doeuments (1nclud1ng telegrams) sueh

as Vice=Minister's note by order, Vice-Minister's note, ViceeMinister's
inquiry and answer which were issued in the name of Viee Minister or

War, and AdjutanteGeneral'’s note whieh were issued in the name of
'djutant General, These were classified, as motioned above, by the
relative importance of their contents and the reeipients of sueh public
documents or the parties to vhich they are addressed, The—claasiﬁcation
determined the names of senders and they mere classified by the competent
Bureau and inspected by the Seerctariat, Documents issued in the name of
the chief of bureau or department were not recognized as offieial documents
of the Ministry of War and they were not allowed to g0 beyond the purview
of preliminary and Maison negoteationt's with offices other than those
within the Ministry,

The mere fact that a man's name was placed on a piece of official
corréspondence or order did not necessarily mean that such person vas
responsible for the subject matter thercin contained, To make this cleer,
the "note sent by order" wvas invariably proceded by an introductory
remark, "as the Minister has decided so I yscnd this note by order",

furthermore, all the Vice=Minister's notes (not by order) such as

. answers to inquiries not only included the matters under the charge of
the Viec=Minister but they often ineluded matters decided by "ar Minister
or under the charge of Chiefs Bureaus, Moreover, at that time the Var
Ministry usually dispatched an average of approximately 4,000 official
documents a day, and although most of these documents dealt with matters
under the charge of Chicfs of Burcaus y they were sometimes sent under the

name of the Vice-Minister or in most cases » under the name of the Senior

’

Adjutant,




As to all the communications, inpluding'to;egrnms and notes between
Ithe'War-Ministry and various Arca Armies and divisions, it was customary
to usc for their sender or addressce either the Chicf of Staff or Vice-
Minister as the casc may be, and the name of the Minister and Divisional
Commander veore not mentioned in most cases, As examples of "Notifieation
of Vice=Minister by Order”, these are the following;

"Regulations for the Treatment of Prisoncrs of Var"(Ex. 1965A) and
"Matters concerning the Treatment of Crews of Enemy Afreraft which

were Ceptured in Air Raiding the Imperial Territory, hanchuko, or Our
Operational Areas."(Ex. 1992)

4s an example of an answer of Vice Minister, there is "Reply from Vice
Minister of Var to Vice Minicter of Foreign Affairs.(Ex 1958)

And as examples of documents which were issued or received in the
name of Vice Minister of War and chief of staff of Army, there are the
follovings

"I nquiry Concerning the Question of Making Available the Manchurian
Machine tool Co, for a Rapid Inerease in Aireraft Produetion(Ex, 1970-4),
"Matters concerning Internment of Prisoners of war in Korea" (Ex 1973)
and "Matters of the Prescnting of Report Concerning the Reaction Among
the General Pabilic folloring Internment of BriPish Prisoners of "ar
(Ex. 1975-4)."

I1X. A1l the offieial correspor?ence (including telegrams) which the
Tpr Ministry vas to send to the outside, as well as these ( including
telegrams) vhich vere addressed to the Ministry from the outside were
first brought to the Adjutant Department vithout exception, The
Adjutant Department forvarded the outgoing official correspondence

after inspection, and delivered the incoming correspondence'to the
competent Section at once, Upon receiving important matters that
required direction's from the War Minie%ry the competent section

drafted the necessary instructions or orders in conformity with the

Ministers idea, But regarding the disposal of unimportant ones,
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they were offcred for supcriors' inspection after tho'prcparation of

it and some of the less important matters cntrusted to the Section

woere not inspected by supcriors. «nd 2ll of those documents were

sent in the names of Minister, Viseo<linister or +4c «d jutant-General,
X,

The matters in the War Minictry concerning the treatment of

prisoncrs of war lay chicfly in the hands of the Chicf of the

Frisoner of War Control Departme

-~

nt, but other Chicfs of Burcaus

disposcd of thg PO4 matters which fell under thelr Jurisdiction,

holding themsclves dircectly resnonsible to the linistcr,

The Chicf of the Prisoncr of war Control Department wos one

trustcd with a considerable amount of matters c »ncerning unimportont

busincss of treatment of prisoncrs, but the Viec-dinistor was not

cutrusted with any matters regarding the busincsc under the jurisdice

tion of the ClLicf of the Prisoncr of Wwar Control Dc partment,

Xle The nctters about the investigoation of conditions of prisoncers

and thc corrccpoudcnee on them woere chicfly in charge of the Prigso-

ners of war Information Burcau. The Burcau was on organ under the

dircet control of the viar Minister and an outside burcou of the uwar

Ministry vhich had irde pendent character, Thercfors, docurients wvere

cxcuanged betwecn the Burcou and the outside dircctly, not through

the 4djutant Departrent of the war Ministry, Ministcr was

not entrustcd with any matters rcgarding the busincss which fell

under the jurisdiction of the Bureau,

-




ot i 4
- Al ' 4

Def, Doc, # 955

A1I. Forcign officers have visited the Viece var Ministcr to pay
formal courtécics, but have never caie on political and practical
busincsse

On this 28 day of March, 1947.

at No, 18, Takomatsu 2 chome, Toshima-ward, Tokyo.

l, LBE, Lkira, hercby certify that tlic above staterient was
sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and scal thercto
in thc prescnee of this «itness.

On the same date at

HitﬂCSSl /S/ LBE' Lgira (seal)

0..TH

In cecordance with my conseicnee I swear to tell the hole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge.

/S/ KiwiHiR., Naoichi (scal)




