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December 17 , 1909

An agreement having been reached whereby American and British interests are

to cooperate in the financing and construction of the Chinchou-Tsitsikar-Aigun rai-

road , the Government of the United States advised the Dritish Foreign Office that

it was prepared cordially to cooperate with His Britaunic Majesty’s Government in

diplomatically supporting and facilitating this enterprise so important alike to the

progress and to the commercial development of China. The Government of the



AANA
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United States stated that it would be disposed to favor ultimate participation to a
proper extent on the part of other interested Powers whose inclusion might be agree-
able to China and which are known to support the principle of equality of commercial
opportunity and the maintenance of the integrity of the Chinese Empire .

However , the Government of the United States asked His Britannic Mejesty’s
Government , before the further elaboration of the actual arrangement , to give its
consideration to the following alternative and more comprehensive projects

First : Perhaps the most effective may to preserve undis turbed enjoyment by
China of all political rights in Manchuria and to promote the development of those

L]

provinces under a practical application of the policy of the  open door ” and equal
commercial opportunity would be to bring the Mauchurian highways , the railroads,
under an economic , scientific and imparttial administration by some plan vesting in
China , through funds furnished for that purpose by the interested Towers willing

HEEEEER 11
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to participate the ownership of the railroads. Such loan should be for a period ample
to make it reasonably certain that it could be met within the time fixed and should
be upon such terms as would make it attractive to bankers and investors . The plan
should provide that nationals of the participating Powers should supervise the
railroad system during the term of the loan , and the governments concerned should
enjoy for such period the usual preferences for their nationals and materials upon an
equitable basis inter sese .

The execution of such a plan would naturally require the cooperation of China
and of Japan and Russia , the reversionary and the concessionary respectively of the
existing Manchurian railroads, as well as that of Great Britain and the United
Stales, whose special interest rests upon the existing contract relative to the

Chinchou Aigun railroad .

The advantages of such a plan to Japan and to Russia are «bvious ; both those



Powers (desiring in good faith to protect the policy of the “open door” and equal opp-
ortunity in Manchuria and wishing to assure to China unimpaired sovereignty) might
well be expected to welcome on opportunity to extend the separate duties , responsibi-
lities and expenses they had undertaken in the protection of their respective comme-
rcial and other interests for impartial acsumption by the combined Powers including
themselves in proportion to their interests . The Government of the United States
has some reason to hope that such a plan might meet favorable consideration on the
part of Russia and has reason to believe that American finaucial participation wonld
be forthcoming .

Second : Should thig suggestion not be found feasible in its entirety, then the
desired end would be approximated, if notattained , by Great Britai:andthe United
States diplomatically supporting the Chinchou—Aigun arrangement and inviting

the interested Powers , friendly to the complete commercial neutralization of Ma-
WEEERES bl
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nchuria , to paiticipate in the financing and construction of that line and of such
additional lines as future commercial development may demand and at the same time
to supply funds for the purchase by China of such of the existing lines as might be
offerered for itclusion in this system .

The Government of the United States in experessing the hope that the principle
invoived in the foregoing saggestions might commend itself to His Britannic Maj-
esty’ s Goverument pointed out that that principle finds supp rt in the additional
reasons that the cousummation of some such plan would avoid the irritation likely
to be engendered by the uncontrolied direct negotiations of baukers with the Chinese
Government and also that it would create such community of substantial interest in
China as would facilitate a cooperation calculated o simplify the problem of fiscal
and monetary reforms now receiving such earnest attention by the Imperial Chinese

Government .



The Government of Creat Britain having signified 1ts approval of the general
princirle involved , the Government of the United States desires to invite the at-
tention of the Imperial Cterman Government to the same in the hope that it will

commend itself to like favorable consideration on the part of the Imperial Gove-

rnment.”
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hier M. Iswolsky a donné ses explications 4 I’Ambassadeur des Etats Unis Comme
réponse au sujet de la derniére proposition du Cabinet de Washington concernant
la neutralisation des chemins de fer de Mandchourie. De 1’avis du Gonvernement
Impérial la situation actuelle en Mandchourie ne présente aucune menace ni a la
souveraineté de la Chine, ni au principe de la porte ouverte ; conséquemment le
Cabinet Impérial se refuse & accueillir favorablement le projet américain. En effet
I’exécution d’un pareil plan porterait préjudice 3 la société du chemin de fer de
I’est Chinoise, également aux nombreux intéréts privés qui s’y attachent. D’un autre
c6té, Pintérét que cette ligne presénte & nos communications avec nos possessions d’
Extréme Orient nous oblige & la plus grande prudence pour ce qui apporterait un
s changement de régime dans la région que traverse le chemin de fer. Pour ce qni
est du projet du chemin de fer Chincho—Aigun le Cabinet Impérial consentirait

en principe & I’étudier, ainsi que la question de notre participation a sa réalisation



a condition d’étre renseigné an préalable sur les bases de !’ entreprise que jusqu’
ici nous ignorons. De méme pour ce qui concerne I’éventualité d’autres projets de
lignes que le syndicat international Chincho—Aigun se proposerait de construire,

¢ le Governement Impérial se voit obligé de se réserver la faculté de s’y associer

aprés examen de ces projets ,
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Convention entre la Russie et le dapon
signée a St Pétersbourg

le 21 Juin/4 Juillet 1910

Le Gouvernement Impérial de Rusie ef le Gouvernement Impérial du Japon,

m sincérement attachés aux principes établis par la Convention conclue entre Eux le

17/30 Juillet 1907 , et désireux de développer les effets de cette Convention en
REXEEES - R |



REEERER _K
vue de la consolidation de la paix en Extréme Orient, sont convenus de compléter
ledit arrangement par les dispositions suivantes,
Article I
Dans le but de fadiliter les communications et de développer le commerce des
nat'ons , les Denx Hautes Parties Contractantes s’engagent & se préter mutuelle-

ment leur coopération amicale en vue de ’amélioration de leurs lignes de chemin
de fer respectives en Mandchourie et du perfectionnement du service des raccorde-
ments des dites voies ferrées , et & s’abstenir de toute concurrence nuisible 4 la ré-
alisation de ce but.
Article IT
Chacune des Hautes Parties Contractantes s’engage 4 maintenir et i respecter
le statu quo en Mandchourie, tel qu’rl résulte de tous les traités, conventions

ou autres arrangements conclus jusqu’ a ce jour, soit entre la Russie et le Japon,



LA IS ISP NNI NI SN AN NN PPN

soit entre ces deux Puissances et la Chine . TLes copies des susdits arrangements
ont été échangées entre la Russie et le Japon,
Article TIT

Dans le cas ot un événement de nature & menacer le statu quo susmentionné
viendrat & se produire, les Denx Hautes Parties Contractantes entreront chaque
fois en communication entre Ellés, afin de s’entendre sur les mesures qu’ Elles
jugeront nécessaire de prendre pour le maintien dudit statu quo.

En foi de quoi, les soussignés, diiment autorisés par leurs Gouvernements
respectifs , ont signé cette convention et y ont apposé leurs sceaux .

Fait a St. Pétersbourg, le 21 Juin [ 4 Juillet 1910 ; correspondant an 4 jour

du 7 mois de la quarante-troisiéme année de Meidji. -
(signé) Iswolsky (Signé) Motono
L. 8. / (L. 8.)
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