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Subleet: Rumor as a devige For instizating sssosinations,
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that crimes ol violence, l.e¢., rape and assasinations, come

in strings. This is pariicularly true if wide vublicity or

ACTioNs.
with this ian view, would it not be possible to circu-

late persiztent rumors to the effect thet atiempts had heen

|2

umade Lo assasinate Mugsolini. These stories might well be

accompanied by stories to the effect that a secret Lerrorisiic
organization had Deen founded in Italy, with the purpose of

¥illing
FEIIITIn The Italian leader. An anpropriste neme could be

devised Tor this organization. Once these rumors are current,
they could be reenforced hy open propagenda and by clandestine
propaganda in Italy. Por example, 1t might be very effective,

inmediately after the Tirst rumor of attempted assagination,

to have the words "nexl time? scrawled on side-walks and

buildings. The populace, seeking the meaning of these cryptic
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words, would by this process becouns zeguainted with the fable
of the saeret vengeance socletly.
The prime hope of such a program would he that Dy Te-

peatedly suggesting the sssaginstion of Hussolinl, someone

osuteome, the program wouldé still have merit in focusing hatred
_egnderl against the Italian leader and probably give snocourage-
ment to those aiready disaffected toward the regime. Finally,
it might lead to further seourity measures to protect the
leader which would be a mulsance To tnhe regime and perhaps tend
to separabte him still furiner rfrod direct contact with tine

public,

sort would’ foster sympathy for tae ital

additional securivy regulations which would prove an impedi-

ment to our subversive operations already in action. Hj
judgment is that on tne whole the plam iz feasible, although
grant there is room for disagreement.
These Tumors vould probably find a reaty regephion

among the Italian people. Tirst of all, assagination is 2

reports of alttempted sssasination @mE= lend credence bY the
fact that repeated atiempts have bpeen made in the past. Thizrd,
the tradition of the Pvengeance soclety? has precedent in tThe
nistory and folklore of the people. Finally, such Tumors
airectly exploit the deep hostility which many Ita :1ians feel

fFor Mussolini and imds regine.
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