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USSR - the last empire of 20th century
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The Russian Empire 
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Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government

● July 10, 2012 - Russian Wikipedia was self-blocked for one day as a sign of protest 
against Law No. 89417-6, which proposed the introduction of censorship in the 

Russian segment of the Internet.



Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government

● July 10, 2012 - Russian Wikipedia was self-blocked for one day as a sign of protest 
against Law No. 89417-6, which proposed the introduction of censorship in the 

Russian segment of the Internet.

● July 28, 2012, the President of the Russian Federation Putin signed Federal Law 
No. 139-FZ "On Amendments to the Federal Law "On the Protection of Children 

from Information Harmful to Their Health and Development" and Certain 
Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation."



Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government

● In February and March 2014, Russia invaded and 
subsequently annexed the Crimean Peninsula 

from Ukraine.
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By The Emir, Spesh 531; CC BY-SA 3.0

● In February and March 2014, Russia  invaded and 
subsequently annexed the Crimean Peninsula 

from Ukraine.

● On the night of 24 and 25 August 2015, Russian 
Wikipedia was blocked by a number of the 

Russian Internet providers. 



Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government: don’t mention 
the war

● 22 February 2022 Russia began bombing of the Ukrainian cities and started the invasion.
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● 22 February 2022 Russia began bombing of the Ukrainian cities and started the invasion.
●

● March 14 2022 Instagram was blocked in Russia “due to calls for violence against Russian soldiers” .
● On July 31, 2023, Putin ratified a law that prohibits both individuals and legal entities from participating 

in the activities of foreign non-governmental organizations not included in the state register. 

The penalties range from fines to imprisonment for up to three years. 

Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government: don’t mention 
the war



Russian Wikipedia vs Russian Government

The measures:

● All Russian Wikipedia CU 
and editors in  Wikinews in 
are based outside Russia

● Anonymising of the 
contributors in the articles 

involving current Russia 
and Belarus politics

Russia invasion of Ukraine (since 2022): page history



Fork projects: Runiversalis (RUNI)

“Hosted on the Russian servers, compliant 
with the Russian laws”

“Special Military Operation”

More articles than in Russian 
Wikipedia - 2 mln



Fork projects: RUWIKI (Bugopedia)

Convenience, openness, 
neutrality, reliability

Anyone can become our author, but 
only professionals can guarantee 
the quality of materials.

52 verified articles 
Fewer articles - 1, 913 000 vs 
1,930 000



Izium: the end of history
In “RUWIKI” the history of the Ukrainian city Izium, which was almost completely destroyed during the 
Russian invasion, ends in 2010.

“RUWIKI” = Bugopedia Russian Wikipedia



Russian Wikipedia vs Belarusian Government - now it’s personal

Detention of Mark Bernstein  

● Sentenced to 15 days in jail on charge of "disobeying 
law enforcement."

● 3 years of  “home detention” on charge of organizing 
and preparing activities that disrupt social order 
followed by 3 years of international  travel restrictions.
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Russian Wikipedia vs Belarusian Government - now it’s personal

Detention of Mark Bernstein  

● Sentenced to 15 days in jail on charge of "disobeying 
law enforcement."

● 3 years of  “home detention” on charge of organizing 
and preparing activities that disrupt social order 
followed by 3 years of international  travel restrictions.

Detention of Pavel Pernikaŭ  -  "discrediting the Republic of 
Belarus" including two edits to Wikipedia about political 
repressions in Belarus.
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   What to do  - and not
● Remove geotags from the uploaded photos

● Do not share your personal data,  including username, anywhere e.g. on social 
media, etc. (WMF has rules on this but everybody ignores them)

● Do not use your mobile device to access Wikipedia.

● If taking part in protests, use burner phone as it might be used to incriminate you 
and access your Wikimedia accounts

● Do not make any spontaneous public actions in support of the arrested user - 
especially IRL, it may backfire



For Whom the Bell Tolls
 
UK Online Safety Bill

Wikipedia: Bill gives the relevant Secretary of State the power, subject to 
Parliamentary approval, to designate and address a wide range of 
potentially harmful content, which may include online trolling, illegal 
pornography and underage access to legal pornography, and some forms 
of internet fraud.
The Bill would create a new duty of care for online platforms towards their 
users, requiring them to take action against both illegal and legal but 
harmful content. Platforms failing this duty would be liable to fines of up to 
£18 million or 10% of their annual turnover, whichever is higher. It would 
also empower Ofcom to block access to particular websites.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_of_State_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trolling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pornography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_fraud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duty_of_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofcom


Thank you for listening

I am happy to answer your questions (if I can)


