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« He nevcr vave anybody the chance to
understand 1i1ghtly hus 1nmost sentiments, or to
know what faith o1 1cligion he held by...... And
m all business, this was the characteristic manner
of kg Akbwi—a man appatently free from
mystery o1 guile, as honest and candid as could
be mmagined, but, m 1eahty, so close and self-con-
tained, with twists of words and deeds so diver-
gent one fiom the other, and most tunes so contia-
dictory, that even by much seeking one could not
find the ecluc to lis thoughts. *

* Akbar The Grevt Mogul, page 73.
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There he used to spend much tme in the
Ibadat-khanah in the company of learned men and
Shatkhs.  And especially on Friday nights, when he
would sit up 1{here the whole night continually
occupied m iscussing (uestions of religion, whether
fundamental or collateral. The learned men used to
draw the sword of the tongue on the battle-field of
mutnal contradiction and opposition, and the anta-
gonism of the sects reached such a pitch that they
would call one another fools and heretics. '’

( Al-Badaoni Tianslated by W. H. Lowe, M A.
Vol. 1T p. 262 )
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art (rar wradd @A, 2 tud A [dgitt 7R
AN, vl @Azala 24 2R yauddl -
ald w2 adl daaud Wada 14 A 4 wqa0-
Fell Rausall FeA s wRiudl, 3 A R
afload 3ot A Wl s&an. ”

yuawed 2udl asad wRapie szl d yu-
add BauzA ((GaWAL ) Wl Ay R4y sud
dly &g @AY Qv oY &g - el et
WRe WA, AR AR ([A5a 20 2yl 43R
pgudA wrni adld Byr s 2lusiz ouewead B, ?
L RARAY RWYHIRE vy &g, 24 ddl Gug Q
GaAA (Yuawd 2uddaR ) 1A 5 &l (.
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AU WA Al 547 &, U Bl del tasyadl o)
el weti, et By AU oNE Ye¥ue W vl Wdar -l
A Ao 5y &g AL DARUR 3R YEIHE YRR AR
gd & a¥ qalg. ”

ot U Yuauidl ud ud w3la qu wsl 49
(&g, ove, Wizl ud (3Gaud wilar el Buad
Wettel weunl sdetid U3 5% &g A WHY ogel aqel
uwet {agied yzliell 28 A dad 200 qui adl w220
lende. d8) 240 et ey qdl [Aaid Yl
lamdl use sxaell 9 2l &l 244 defl ey [ah
Al tulea we srellzarya's w2l szan say, 3 sl
dY] 4By 2A'e Al @l &4 ol arg W yua-
Hell Guzell At AR cudtar BAAA g N2y AR uzeg
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d Wil ww 2eunt A, ww22xul uistoll quil wz-
AR SRl AR wH s ALl ol ANeAAFva
58 B 3oy Wardl 2 wWuenwi Aedl wl
2idt's Aot Qe dalt 3 wIuR AsUR Ul 31 det
Wudg u: vedl Yy &g —

* The Shahinshal’s court became the home of

inquirers of the seven clmes, and the assemblage
of the wise of every 1eligion and sect ”

( Akbarnama-translated by H. Beveridge. Vol. 11T
p. 966. )
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1 The Mewrahs They are natives of Mewat,
and are famous as runners They bring from preat
distances with zeal anything that may be r1equired
They are excellent spies, and will peiform the most
intricate duties. There are hikewise one thousand of
them, ready to carry out orders.

[ The Am-1-Akbari tianslated by H Blochmann

M. A. Vol T p 252. ]
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Now, 1t = hw mentier to quit it by degrees,
conforpiug, however, & lhittle to the spiit of the age.
His Magesty abstamel from meat for some time on
Fridays, and then on Suwdays, vow on the fast day
of evay solar wonth, on Sumdays, on solar and lunar
cclipses, on days between twe fasts, on the Mondays
of tho wmonth of Rajab, ou the feastday ef the every
solar month, dming the whole month of Farwardin
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and during the month, m whieh s Majesty was
bora, viz, the mentli of Ahan

| The Am--Akbar translated by 1. DBlochmamm
M A VYol 1Tpyp 61-62 1
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At thi te His Maosv pomnlgated sonie of
his new-lamgled doctees  The kithuny of ammals  on
the first day of thue week wan stiwtly  prolbated,
(P.322) because this «day 1 sected fo the Sun, also
Wuring the first cighteen days, ol the month of Far-
~ardin; the whole ot the month ot Aban ( the
month m whil Il Maesty was buorn ), aud on
several other days, to please the Hindus, This order
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was extended over the whole realm and pumishment
was inflited on every ome, who acted against the
command. Many a funly was  rumed, and his
proporty wus coitfisented During  the tune  of these
fasts the Emperor abstamed altegether from meat
as o religions penamce  oradually entenduie the sevoral
fasts during a yeur over X months and oven more,
with a view to eventndly hiseontinnoe  the wse of

meat alfogether.

[ Al-Badaoni, Teanslated Iy W B Lowe, M. A,
Vol 1L, p. 331, ]
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“ He cared hitle for flesh food, and vavo up the
use of 1t almost entirely in the late  years of
his hfe, when he came under Jam mfluenee ”
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“But the Jam holy meu undoubtedly gave Akhar
prolonged instruction for yems, which-lareely influenced
his actions, and they secwed his  assewt to  thewr
doctrines s0 far that he was repnied 1o have been
converted to Jamism

[ Jam Teachers of Akbar by Vicent A. Smuth }
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And Samanas and Brahmans ( who as far as
the matter of private interviews 15 concerned (p 257)
gained the advantage over every one 1  attaimng
the honour of interviews with his Majesty, and in
associating with him, and were in every way superior
in reputation to all learned and tramed men for
their treatises on morals, and on physical and
religious sciences, and in religions eustacies, and stages
of spiritual progress and human perfections ) hrought
forward proofs, based on reason and traditional testi-
mony, for the truth of theu own, and the fallacy of
our religion, and inculcated therr doctrine with such
firmness and assurance, that they affirmed mere ima-
gination as though they were self-evident, facts, the
truth of which the doubts of the sceptic could no
miore shake.

[ -Al-Badaoni Translated by W. H Lowe M A.
- Vol 1 p 264 )
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ILis Maesty cares very hittle for meat, and often
expresses himself to that etfect It 1n mdeed fiom
ignorance and auelts that, although vanous kinds of
food are obtatwable men we hetd upon myummg hiving
creatwres, and lending a readv band wm killimg and
eating theni nome seens Lo have an ove for the beauty
inherent m the prevention of cruelty, hut makes him-
self a tomb for anumals It His Majesty had not the
bwden of the world on hi~ shoulders, he would at
once totally abstam from meat

{ Am--Akbart by I Blochwann Vol. T page 61]
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* Men are ~0 accustomed to eating meat that,
wore 1t not for the paw, they would undoubtedly fall
on to themselves. "

» From my earliest years, whenever I ordered
animal foorl to bo wooked for me, I found it rather
tasteless aud cared httle for 1t. T took this feeling to
indicate the neeessity  for protecting ammals, and I
reframerd from anmual food. ”

* Men should annually refram irom eating meat
on the anmversary of the month of my accession as
a thanks-giving to the Almighty, m order that the
year may pass In prosperity. ”

“ Butchers, fishermen and the hike who hava no
other occupation but taking hie should have a sepa-

rate quarter and then assouation with others should
be prohibited by fine. ”

[ Akbar The Great Mogul, pp 335-536. ]
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To sum up. Akbar never caine nnder Buddhist, mflu-
ence in any degree whatsoever No Buddhists took part
in the debates on rehigion held at Fatehpur-Sikri, and
Abu-l Fazl never met any i uned Buddhst.  Conse-
quently s knowledge of DBuddbism  was extremely
slight. Certamn persons who took part m the debates
and have been suppn‘ml erronecously  fo have been

Suddhists were veally Jams hom Gnpuat.
[ Jam Teachers of Akba by VAL Rnith
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“ Other multitudes ask for lasting bliss, for an
upright heart, for advice how best to act, for strength
of body. for enlightenment, for the hirth of a Son,
the remmon of friends, a long Iife, increase of wealth,
elevation mm rank, and many other things. His
Majesty, who knows what 15 really good, gives
satisfactory answers to every one, and applies
remedies to thew relizious perplexities Not a day
passes but people bring eups to water of him,
beseeching him to breathe upon it.%’
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1 Am-1-Akbari, Vol I, by H. Blochmanh M. A.
P. 164.
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“ Let him do everything that is proper to be
done at the festival of the Nao-Roz, a feast of first
consequence, which commences at the time when the
sun enters Aries, and 1s the begmmning of the month
of Farvardin, ”
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“ The Nioroz 15 the first day of the year, a
great festival "

AYI-A4or B afAl WA A B, 2Ad d R
adizd (s4u ©

241 3 Y "1 8% oAl (edn Q@ As (aWdl
WA fAn ) o, g At a1 [faa 34l G
AL AL did MHWA-g-2 sl WRal @l A0
Adelizdl 8¢ AL Uordl Al AL Auy] WY U A 8=

“ The new year day feast. It commences on
the day when the sun m his splendowr moves to
Aries and lasts till the nineteenth day of the month
( Farvardin ). Two days of this period are con-
sidered great festivals, when much money and
humerous other things are given away as presents :
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“ This king ( Akhar ) worships God, and the
sun, and 18 a llindu [ Gentile ;. he follows the sect
of Vertei, who are hke monks living in communities
[ congregatiom } and do much penance. They eat
nothing that has had life [ anima ] and before they
sit down, thev »weep the place with a brush of
cotton, 1n order that 1t may not happen [ non si
affronti ] that under them any worm [ or *insect’,
vermicells ] may remam and be killed by their
sitting on it. These people hold that the world
existed from eternity, but others say No.—many worlds
having passed away. In tlus way they say many
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silly things, which T omit so as not to weary your
Reverence.?”

“ 3ad BT WRHER Ay A yw B, ww A R
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gell W ol 2@ B 2 o1 Al 53 3. A3 yuvy
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il Ad s ol wnt A (N4UA) i ¢
A3z Luey Al (B3 Ut Taui @vdi gdt; Al oydL
ol @ ¢fsa anll B, A 2 B:—

“ The Jesuit narrates a conversation with a

certain Babansa ( / RBiban shih ) a wealthy notable
of Cambay favoutable to the lathers.
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‘He 18 a deadly enemy of certain men who are
called Verteas, concerning whom I will give somse

slight mformation [ delll quali toccaro aleuna cosa }

The Verteas live like monks, together in com-
munities [ congregatione ] and when T went to their
house | m (‘ambay | there were about fifty of them
there They dress in certain white clothes. they
do not wear anything on the head. theiwr beards are
shaven not with a razor. but pulled ont, because all
the hairs are torn out from the beards, and likewise
from the head leaving none of them, save a few on
the middle of the head up to the top, so that they
are left a very large bald space.

They Iive in poverty, recetving 1n alms what
the given has m oxcess of his wants for food. They
have no wives 'They have ( the teaching of ) their
sect written 1n the scrpt of Guarat They drink
warin water, unot from fear of catching cold, but
because they say that water has a Soul, and that
drinking it without heating 1t kills its Soul, which
(God created, and that 13 a great sin, but when heated
it bas not a Soul. And for this reason they ecarry
m theirr bands ceitamn brushes, wlich with thewr
handles look hke pencils, made of cotton (bambaca )
and these they wse to sweep the floor or pavement
whereon they walk, so that 1t may not happen that
the Soul [ amma ] of any worm be killed. I saw
their prior and superior (maggiore) frequently sweep
the place before sitting down by reason of that
scruple. Thewr chief Prelats or supreme Lord may
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have about 100,000 men under obedience to him,
and every year one of them is elected. I saw among
them boys of eight or nine years of age, who looked
like Angels. They seem to be men, not of India,
but of Europe. At that age they are dedicated by

their fathers to this Religion.
* L] » *

They hold that the workl was created millions
of, millenniums ago, and that during that space of
time God has sent twenty three Apostles, and that
now in this last age, he sent another one, making
twenty-four m all, which must have happened about
two thousand years ago, and fiom that time to this,
they possess acriptures, which the others [ Apostles ]
did not compose.

Father Xavier aud I discoursed about that saying
to them that this one ( (uesto) { Seil apparently
the last Apostle ] voncerned their Salvation

The Babansa aforesaid heing 1nterpreter, they
said us, we shall talk ahout that another time. But
we never returned there, although they pressed us
earnestly, because wo departed the next day.'”
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