
Wikipedia and Museums
How are they working together?

Tuesday, September 18, 2012



Galleries

Libraries

Archives

Museums

http://www.glamwiki.org/
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Some Wikipedia/GLAM projects

1. Wikipedians-in-Residence

2. Walters Art Museum

3. QRpedia and Monmouthpedia

4.Henderson Transcription Project
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Wikipedian-in-Residence

A Wikipedian GLAM employee/intern. 

Liaison, representing both Wikipedia to 
the GLAM as well as the GLAM to 
Wikipedia.

Works at the interface of Wikipedia and 
the real world.
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Wikipedian-in-Residence

Edits Wikipedia to improve content about the GLAM 
and its collections.

Develops programs to link Wikipedia with the GLAM, 
such as editathons and backstage pass events.

Builds an enduring relationship between Wikipedia 
and the GLAM.

http://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedian_in_Residence
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W-i-R: Backstage Pass
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W-i-R: Backstage Pass

GLAM curators give a 
group of Wikipedians 
backstage access to their 
collections.

Wikipedians work with 
curators to improve articles.

http://blogs.archives.gov/
online-public-access/?
p=5819
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Walters Art Museum

In 2012, WAM donated over 19,000 
images to the Wikimedia Commons -- 
with metadata!

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Category:Media_contributed_by_the_
Walters_Art_Museum
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Walters Art Museum
But now that the images are on the Commons ... 
are they actually being used?

http://toolserver.org/~magnus/
glamorous.php?doit=Do%20it!
&category=Media+contributed+by+the+Walters
+Art+Museum

Out of 18,408 images in the image donation 
category, only 709(3.85%)are being used.
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QRpedia
Codes can be 
scanned by a 
smartphone.

Link to the 
Wikipedia 
article about 
the subject in 
the language 
you choose.
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Why QRpedia?

1. Multilingual accessibility

2. Deeper levels of information

3. Inter-generational sharing

4. Bringing the museum experience home

http://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM/
Case_studies/The_Children's_Museum_of_Indianapolis/
QRpedia#Implications
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MonmouthpediA
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MonmouthpediA
Monmouth, Wales, UK (pop 8,877)

Over 1,000 QRpedia codes in Monmouth, including the 
museums

Lead to over 550 new articles in 29 languages, 145 existing 
articles improved, over 1,000 new images and ≈400,000 
more page views per year of articles relating to Monmouth.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM/
MonmouthpediA
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MonmouthpediA: Challenges
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Henderson Annotation Project
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Henderson’s Notebooks
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Notebook transcribed
Boulder, Colo.

July 28, 1905. Saw Say Phoebe and siskin, America Robin, Northern Flicker.

July 29, Saw Say Phoebe, Heard a America Robin at 11:30 last night.

July 30, Saw Say Phoebe

July 31, heard Pine Siskin at noon at Court House, have seen none for a 
week. Expense University Florissant trip, 2 tickets to Denver  Dr. Ramaley 
and I ---- $2.00. Saw a Kingbird and America Robin on way to depot. Left 
Boulder with Dr. Ramaley at 5:15 p.m., reached Denver about on time. Stayed 
at Oxford Hotel to be near depot in the morning. Went to City Park and 
heard band and saw moving pictures including “Stage Robbery” which, to say 
the least, was not an elevating spectacle, nor helpful to venturesome boys, 
apt to be carried away with the wildness of such a life.
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Notebook annotated
{{place|Boulder, Colorado|Boulder, Colo}}.

{{dated|1905-07-28|July 28, 1905}}. Saw {{taxon|Sayornis saya|Say 
Phoebe}} and {{taxon|Carduelis pinus|siskin}}, {{taxon|Turdus 
migratorius|America Robin}}, {{taxon|Colaptes auratus|Northern 
Flicker}}.

{{dated|1905-07-29|July 29}}, Saw {{taxon|Sayornis saya|Say Phoebe}}, 
Heard a {{taxon|Turdus migratorius|America Robin}} at 11:30 last night.

{{dated|1905-07-30|July 30}}, Saw {{taxon|Sayornis saya|Say Phoebe}}

{{dated|1905-07-31|July 31}}, heard {{taxon|Carduelis pinus|Pine Siskin}} 
at noon at Court House, have seen none for a week. Expense 
University {{place|Florissant, Colorado|Florissant}} trip, ...
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Extracting observations
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Henderson: results

Three notebooks (1905-09)

1,068 valid observations

Annotated in 16 weeks

... but by whom?

http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/zookeys.
209.3247
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Some Wikipedia/GLAM projects

1. Wiki-in-Res: improving content, reaching out 
to Wikipedians and GLAM employees.

2. Walters: image and metadata upload.

3. QRpedia: pointing your visitors to Wikipedia

4. Henderson: Using Wikipedia’s infrastructure 
and community to do science.
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How can you use 
Wikipedia in your work?
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