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INTRODUCTION.

HE following Tranflation was made,
and the Preface to it wrote fome Years

ago, and at differenc Times, as the
Affairs of Europe happened more and more to
evince the Neceflity of Machiavell's Scheme;
but the Author of the Preface fearing it might
be cenfured as Chimerical, and laid afide Un-
read or Unconfidered, as impracticable, being
unfupported by any interefted or party Views
chofe to defer publithing it, till the Publick
might be more difpofed to confider it.

The late Alarm of an immediate Inva-
fion from the greateft Power in Eurgpe, and
a War aQually declared with Framce and
Spain united, are Circumftances fufficient to
awaken every thinking Perfon to the Confi-
deration of any reafonable Propofal for the
Defence and Security of his Country from
Popery and Slavery, and all their calami-
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tous Confequences, and the Behaviour of the
whole Nation upon this occafion, crouding to
offer their Lives and Fortunes in defence of
the prefent Eftablithment, and only waiting
to be fhewn, wherein they can be made fer-
viceable, affords a favourable Conjunéture for
the Confideration of Machiavell's Scheme,
and obviates an Obje@ion which might
otherwife have been made, that it might

be dangerous - to truft the whole People with

Arms, becavfe if the Majority, or a large
Number of them were difaffected, they might
employ them againft the prefent reigning
Family; fer it now appears, that notwith-
ftanding the Diflike which has been fome-
times fhewn to the Meafures of the Admi-
niftration, ' there is no real Difaffection to
his Majefty, or Fondnefs for a Popifth Pre-
tender ; but, on the contrary, the warmeft
Zeal for the one, and the utmoft Abhorrence
of the other. Nor can any be fufpected of
defiring fo -hateful a Change but Papifts,
whofe Religion itfelf" is- an Abfurdity ; and
thefe may be eafily guarded againft, by be=
ing forbid' the ufe of Arms; a Method
which, if ‘a- Militia be eftablithed, will make

“them lefs confiderable than at prefent ; and

a Method not liable to any Complaint of
Perfecution.
Can
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INTRODUCTION. vii

Can there be a ftronger Proof of what is
advanced in the following Sheets, viz. That
the Nation is not able to raife and conftantly
ﬁlppurt a fufficient Number of ﬁ'andmg mer-
cenary Troops for ‘her’ Security, than the
fending” for fix thoufand Duzch Troops from
Hilland, for our immediate Defence’ againft a
{mall embarkation’ from Dunkirk, at a time
when we pay for Forty thuuﬁnd National

Troops, and Sixteen thoufand foreign, befides
Forty thoufand Sailors, and Eleven thoufand

five hundred Marines, and find the utmoft
Difficulty to lay any new Tax that fhall not
diftrefs our Trade, or leflen the produce of
fome former one, only t pay the Intereft of
the new Debts we contraét.

And if the Nation be in fuch diftrefled
Circumftances already, after above twenty
Years of Peace, and only four of War with
Spain, how is it poffible for her to fupport
conftantly fuch a Number of mercenary
Forces, as fhall be fufficient to defear all
the Awempts of France and Spain united.
The expence of fuch a Number of Troops,
and the entire lofs of fo many labouring
People,swill reduce us to great Poverty, and
pofiibly oblige us to fubmit to the moft unrea.

fonable
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vii INTRODUCTION.

fonable Demands of our Enemies, and, in
time, perhaps render us little beteer than 2 Pro-
vince to France.

Whereas the Method propofed of arming
our whole People would render us fecure

even from fuch Enemies, and capable of
defending ourfelves without the precarious
and expenfive Affiftance of Foreigners, and
the mutual Obligation of entering into all

their Quarrels.

" PRE-
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PREFACE

T bas been for many Years paff, a Debate

in' Parliament - every Seffions, whether a
greater or lefler Number of fanding Mercenary
Forces were neceffary for the Security of this
Kingdom ;5 but it bas never yet been confider’d
by that bonourable Affembly, whetker a merce-
nary flanding Army be at all neceffary in Time
of Peace, or whether a better Method might not
be found, more effectual for our Defence againft
Invafions or popular Tumults, more confift-
ent with the Security of the People’s Liberty,
and lefs expenfive and inconvenient.

Upon a Subject of this Importance, it can-
not be amifs to know the Opinion of a Man, who
bas a mq;‘ undoubted Reputation for Wifdom and
Skill in- Political Affairs, who wrote about two
Hundred Years ago, and cannot be fufpelted of
being biafi’d by any finifter Motives, and whofe
Autbority ought at leaft to be of [o much weight

\8 b as
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as to procure bim a fair Hearing, and mature
Confideration. 1t is for this Reafon I bave tran-
Jlated the greatefi Part of Machiavell’s fir/?
Book of the Art of War, which contains bis
Opinion concerning the beft Method of forming
an Army for the Dg%:m of @ Country, The'fal-
Towing gﬂﬂﬁs containing ‘bis Opinion, concerning
the beft Method of arming and difciplining them,
I bave thought unneceflary to tranflate, being
defign'd cb:tjﬁy Jor the Lanf deration of Milita-
7y Men.

His Opinion in general is, that no ngdam
or Commonwealth can be fecure, but by arming
ond training their own People, and forming a
awell regulated Militia for their Defence ; ﬁar?
that Standing Armies, if they are large, are ex-

 penfive and ruinous to a People, as well as dan-

gerous to their Liberty; if finall, they are inuf-
ﬁcrmr fcar their Defence.

It may be faid perbaps, that the. Standmg
Armies which Machiavell thought dangerous to
Liberty, were Armiesof Foreigners, fuch as the
Italian States in his Time employ'd, when they
made War upon each other ; but that a Stand-
‘dng Army, compofed of our wwn Countrymen,
and dfficer'd by them only, and provided for
’amzuaify by Pdr.’mmenr 15 0t liable to the fame
' d Oﬁ_;frfh ons ;
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Objettions; to this I anfiwer, that it is not be-
ing born in the fame Country, nor [peaking the
Sfame Language, ‘nor the Ties of Alliance that
will reftrain Men from purfuing their Intereff.
or their Ambition to the Prejudice of their
Countrymen, as Examples from Hiftory awill tef-
tify : Rome was enflaved by Roman Armies,
and our own Country by an Englith Army un-
der Cromwell, though raifed at firf}, and paid
by an Englith Parliament ; and moft of the ar=
bitrary Governments now in Europe are fups
ported, and the People beld in Subjection by
Standing Armies compos’d of their Countrymen,
who, when lifted into the Service of a Prince,
bave then an Intereft of their own, different
Srom that of the Community ; and forgetting the
Ties of Confanguinity, or former Friendfbips, res
gard only the Commands of the Perfon on whom:.
they depend, being generally incapable of fub=
Sifting by any orbrr Mmm than ﬁy execm‘mg bn

Commands. By ™
And though Princes i in general s wel! a5
their Miniflers, are too apt to be fond of Stand-
ing Armics, the fudden Alterations which are
Srequently brought ‘about in Turky merely by
the Janizaries, aswell as the Revolution; which
bapf:m 'd not long ago in Ruffia, furnifb flagrant*
b2 Proafs
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Proofs of the Danger of fuch sddrmies even to
the Princes who pay and employ them, whenever
they think it their Intereff to change their Ma-
flers: Since all our Accounts from Peterfburgh
agree, that it was the Army which depofed the
late Regent of Mulcovy and ber Son, (the' officer'd
and paid by ber) and placed the prefent Emprefs
on the Throne, as was the Praélice of the Pre-
torian Bands among the Roman Emperors, when-
ever their own Intereft or Caprice furnifl’d them
with Motives for a Change : Whereas, if we look
back in our own Hiflory to the Times when.a Mi-
Litia was eftablifbed in this Kingdom, we fball not
find that any Prince was ever depos'd by them by
meer Motives of Caprice or felfifb Views, but ge-
nerally for grofs Mal- Adminifiration or Attempts
upon the publick Liberty. It is true indesd, when
thefe bad laid the Foundation of gencral Difcon-
tent, the different Branches of the Royal Famuly,
and the Ambition of great Men took the Advan-
tage of it to purfue their own Interefl, and affert
their re[pedive Claims, and by that Means fre-
quently brought .about Revolutions, and removed
the Crown from ane Branch to another : But in
ali the Changes of the Crown between the Houfes
of York and Lancafter,. we may cbferve, that
the conquering Party took Advantage. of fome ge-

neral
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neral Difcontent, occafion’d by the ill Manage-
ment of the reigning - Family ; as for Inftance,
Henry IV. ow'd bhis Succefs to the Folly of
Richard 1L 77 fupporting his" Favourites, tke
Spencers and the Gaveftons in their Oppreffions
notwithfianding the general Clamours of the Peo-
ple, “and introduced the Line of Lancafter £
the Throne; and the Houfe of York owed their
Accéffion to the Tmbecillity of Henry VL. “and.
the tyrannical Temper of bis Wife and ber Fa-
vourite Suffolk : * And the Cruelties'of Richard
1L made Way for-tke Union of the fwo Houfes
#n Henry VIL and the Princefs Elizabech: But
where Standing Armies govern, it is not the bad
Bebaviour of a Prince that dethrones bim, nor
the good Government of bis People that can efta-
blifty bim, but the Humour or Intereft of bis Ty-
rant, the Army. BTG gy 2%
\ But becaufe it bas been alledg'd, that there are
Jome Circumflances peculiar to this Natjon, which
(though Machiavell's Opinion in gencral may be
true) render us an Exception to it, it may be
proper fo anfwer fuch Objeitions as I have beard.
o Ard firf, it bas been objeiFed that we are a
trading. Pecple, and carry on feveral Manufac-
tures; vand that if our People were to be train'd
# would taketbem off too much from their Eniploy-

mnts,
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ments, and raije the PrfcieqFLakvr Jo that Fo-
reignirs would: underfell us in the yame Mmu-
J@&ﬂm-&-ﬂ—xfafrﬁufmgﬁo& Ny

« Doubtlefs @' People might live cheaper, more
M}, and more plentiyully, were there no
Qcrafion to. provide for their Defences —but “as
this. can mever be with any- Sécurity, " the firft
Confderation ough. to b wobat Methad. of De-
fence is; the moft effectual,: the Expence or In-
convenience are but . fecondary  Confiderations,
qm’ {ﬂwﬂ mdaﬂﬂke mﬁmfbat a well regu-
Iatadﬂ:lma would not-only-be .a more effectual
Defence n,gamﬁ an Enemy, . but alfo lefs detri-
meufaf to our Trade ; and lefs expenfive and in-
convenient than.our prefent Method of a Stand-
ing Mercenary Army, - liable to be augmented
upan cvery Aiarm of Danger, whether real or
intaginary.

And 111, Suppaﬁng that our Mf:t:a awere to
be regulated i the fame. Manner that the Mili-
tia of Switzerland now s, wbm' 1t 15 found '
Jufficient < to appoint an Offcer, called a Grand
“ Major i in.each Diftrict, whofe Bufinefs it isto,
oA vifi{‘ both Ofcers and Seldiers, and draw them
« aut at-leafl once a Year for. a general Review s
« and likewife an inferigr-Officer in every Bail-
“ Imge of their Difiricts; calld-a Commiffisner

| « of
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<of Arms, whofe Bufinefs it is to ride all the
“« Year round fr:am one Community to another to
“ have the Men exercifed every Sunday and
% Holiday after -Divine Service, to take Care
« that their Arms and Accoutrements be in good
“ order ; to [ee that every Community bave @
« proper Room to lay up their Arms in, and in
< Cafe. of Failure in any of thefe Particulars
“ to punifb the Offenders according to the Na-
« ture of their Fault ; —— befides this publick
« Exercife there are Butts fet up in every Comn-
« munity, where the People at certain Times of
s« the Year meet every Day to fhoot with their
s« Mufkets, that they may learn to be good Marlj-
« men” * A Praltice of more Service againft
an Enemy. than moft of the ‘I'rfcb exbibited in
our Reviews.

I fay then, if o ltrﬂe Time as t.bu, 15 Mcc_'f
Jary to train Soldiers to the Ufe of their Arms,
as appears by the Prattice in Switzerland, (whofe
Troops are efleemed as. good as any in Europe,
if not better) if our People were-train'd in the
Jame Manner, bere would be no Laﬁ-.at all ei-

.. * Theabove is a Ql_.mtarmn from Mr. Sruujma Accnunt of
Switzerlaimd, where may be' feen all the ather wile R gul;ui

ons, of their Militia, which render. it noganly the moft, effecy
tual Defence, bur the lealt expenfive to a Lnuntrf, not at ail
seinarkable for its Riches.. = 1 . , CIRRRC

tﬁcr
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ther in our Agriculture or Manufacturés; (for
we obfirve Sundays and - Holy Days ‘as well as
tbey) excepting in the general Reviewws,” which
among them are but once a Year ; whereas every
Man who is liffed in a Standing Army is"takén
entirely from every other Employment, and no
longer of any Uje either in Agriculture or Ma-
mfaﬂurﬁ ; Jo that if we Juppofe an intire Day
in every Week were neceffary for training
a Plowman or Manufaéturer to bandle Lis Arms,
the Awvocation of 180,000 Men from their Em-
ployments for this purpofe orice a Week, would be
no more than Egurvalent  to the Avocation of
30,000 Men entirely from theirs the whole fix
working Days; —— but if once a Month were
[fufficient, then the Lofs of 30,000 Men taken en-
tirely from Agriculture and Manufallures is
equal to the Lofs of 780000 Men exercis'd on-
ly once a Month. |

And if the Militia of a Caum‘ry, or fome
ﬁrcb !arge Difirict, fhould bave a general Re-
view twice or three Times in a Summer, jt:r:b
Reviews would not require more Time than is.
now wafled in Horfe-Racing and Cock-Fight-
ing ; and they might be ordered at fuch Times of
the Year, when they would leaft interfere with
the Bufine/s of Hufbandry or Manufactures s and

L A Jurely
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Jurely the Splendor of fuch an Appearance would
be more than an Equivalent for the Forjeiture
of thofe trivial and barbarous Diverfions, and
contrived in this Manner, would be no Hindrance
at all to the Trade and Wealth of the Nation.

- Almoft all our Colonies in the Weft-Indies,
(though Hands and Labour are as much want-
ed ‘there as they can be any where) arm their
whole People and truft to that Defence only, and
even the Government of France, though arbi-
trary, bas ventured to arm great Numbers of
ber People as a Militia, and to incorperate
them with ber Standing Troops, when fhe finds

Occafion for the Defence of her own Territories
or the Invafion of her Neighbours; nor arethey
deem’d lejs formidable than if the whole con-

fifted of their Standing Forces only, though in
Time of Peace they are a much lefs Expence to
the Crown, and much lefs Burden to the Subject
than their Standing Troops.

Another Objection may be that our Country
is an Ifland, and fo well defended by our numes
rous Fleets that we bave no Occafion for a Land-
Force to defend us 5 but as no Body now makes
this Objeclion, and the Nation f[ubmits every
Year to the Expence and Danger of a Stand-
:fg Arimy, ratber than truft entirely to the De-

o . ﬁn:e
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Jence of our Fleets, I think it unneceffary to an-
Jwer it. -' |

Another Objestion may be, the little Ufe or
'Advantage of our prefent Militia, and the A-
wverfion which the Nation difcovers to-incur any
further Expence on that Account ; to which 1
anfwer, that the little Ufe or Advantage of our
Militia upon the Foot it now flands is owing
to the want of Carein the Management and Im-
provement of it, occafioned by an entire Depen-
dance on our Standing Army.

But if the Nation were convinced, that by a
proper Care of their Militia they flould be eas’d
of the Danger and Expence of a Standing Ar-
my, an Expence amounting in all Shapes to very
near a Land-Tax of 2s. in the Pound yearly,
even in Time of Peace;* they would then with
more Chearfullnefs apply themfelves to the Im-
' | provement

2 In computing the Expence of a Standing Army, befides
the Moacey givcn%j Parliament, exprelsly for their Pay, Cloath- |
ing and Subfiftence, I think it reafonable to compute fome Ex-
es which are the Canfequence of it. It is well known
that in all the Southern Parts of the Kingdom where Troops
are quaitered, the Ton-keepers are obliged to maintain them
at a certain Rate, upon which Terms they are known to be.
Lofers, befide the other Inconveniences they. muft fubmit te
on that Account, fuch as the Exclufion of more beneficial Cu-
flomers, ¢#¢. Now if they are Lofers by the Subfiltence of
Soldicrs, and by leflening the Number of their other Guelis,
they muft have a larger Profit from the Travellers who ftop
at their Houfes, and confiderably larger too, in order tohll:;al-
. ol d # “
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provement of the Militia and would foon find it
a much lefs burthen, as well as a more effeitual
defence than the. prefent number of mercenary
Forces.

Perbaps it may be further objected, that in a
Militia the common Soldiers cannot be in the Jame
Degree of Subjettion to their Officers as they now
are in a flanding Army; to which I anfwer that
in Switzerland and even in the Militia of
France, the common Soldiers are as much in
Subjeétion to their Officers, as is requifite for
the training them to the ufe of Arms, which
7s all that is needful in time of Peace, though
in time of War a more abfolute Power in the
Commanders is necefary. As to that conflant
State of Slavery and Submifion to 1l Ujage,
awhich is the candirfarz of common Soldiers in a

flanding Mercenary Army; I fbould rather

think, it muft bave a bad Effect by breaking their
Spirits and rendring them lefs couragious to face
an Enemy, and lefs interefied in the Succefs of

their Arms. _
1 think I bave now anfwered all the Objeétions

lance the before-mentioned Difadvantager, and enable them to -
keep open their Doors, which additional Profit receflacy “on

thisAccount, is no lefs thanaTax on all Traveéllers, and an addicion
to the Expence of the Nation.

€& .\ o T
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arifing from the peculiarity of our Situation
and Circumflances, I fball now mention fome
Advantages which would arife from the Im-
provement of our Militia by training the body of
our People. 4 At W T8
And firft, as the Ifland of Great-Britain s
by Computation thought to contain upwards of
nine Millions of People, and it is likewife computed
by the moft able Calculators, that in all mix'd
Numbers of People, a fourth part are Men capa-
ble of bearing Armss inflead of an Army of.
20 or 30,000 Men featter'd over the -whole,
Nation, bere might be forty Armies of 50,000
Men each (for I will fuppoje 250,000 Men on
~ one account or another exempted from the Service)
diftributed over the whole Ifland without any
Tnconvenience, but living comfortably in thetr.
own Habitations, and follrwing their Impley-
ments, and notwithflanding ready to be calld
together without theFatigue of long Marches, and
she Inconmenience of waiting for diftant Supplies,
and prepar’d to repell an Invader before be could
be encamped, much lefi accommodated in an
Enemies Country; and an Invader in thefé Cir-
cumftances would be as in a Snare doom’d to cer-
tain Deflrultion; for though our Fleets might by
unfavourable Winds, and the Uncertainty of
g ' knowing

‘Gougle
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knowing ' where the Enemy defignd to make
their defcent, be unable to prevent them; yet
when they were landed they might with great
certainty intercept all Recruits or Supplies, by
defending only two or three adjacent Ports.

Another Advantage would be, that Hufban-
dry and the other laborious Imployments of our
lower firt of People, would render them more
hardy to endure the Inclemencies of Seafons, and
more able to undergo the Labour and Fatigue of
diggingTrenches, and other Toils incident to War,
than our prefent mercenary Forces weaken'd by
Idlenefs and Debaucheries. And as a Militia
would bave Families and Property of their own
to defend, thefe would be inducements to a more
gallant Bebaviour than the wretched Pay of
Mercenaries, which they might receive on either
Side; or the bope of precarious Plunder. More=
over a Militia would have Property and Imploy-
ments to [ubfift upon in time of Peace, far pre-
ferable to Saldiers Pay; and therefore they would
bave nothing to bope from the continuance of
War, or to fear from being dimif5'd.

Such a Force as 1 bave mention'd, properly
train'd and fo qualificd; no Power on Earth
would think of invading, bardly of oppofing.

dAnother  Advantage would é.f that as we

bave
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bave problably a better Breed of Horfes for
Strength and Military Service, than any other
Kingdom in the World, and a greater Number
of Gentry and People of midling Rank, who al-
ready keep numbers of Horfes for their Diver fion
in bunting and Gountry Sports, as well as for
travelling and taking the Air, we fhould bave
the beft Cavalry in Europe, the moft numerous,
the beft mounted and the befft accoutred, and
awith very little additional Expence.. What an
Appearance would fuch a Cavalry make in their
more general Reviews, bow much fuperior to the
meeting of a County at a Horfe Race, or even
the meermg at New-Market fﬂé{f on the fame

Account ?
It would be a farther Advantage, that by thefe

means we might [ave the Expence of biring fo-
reign Troops, and of making ufelefs and expenfive
Alliances with Foreigners for the fake of their
Troops ; for if England formerly without the
afiftance of Scotland, but baving ber often an

Enemy, and always apprebending it 5 and with-
out the extenfrve Trade, which _/br now bas,

and the numerous Fleets owing to it, could (when
Military) not only defend ber own Coafts without
the Affiffance of mercenary Armies, but make-
and retain large Conquefls on'the Continent, un-
der

Gougle
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der our Edwards, and our Henrles ; furely now
that Scotland 7s united with ber, and ber Power
at Sea [o greatly augmented, were [be once again
Military, fbe might fet at defiance any Power on
Earth to invade ber. Or [bould [be think fit fo
interpofe in any of the Quarrels of Europe, in
bebalf of injured Liberty or Fuftice, it wonld
be eafy to make large draughts of Volinteers out
of ber numerous Forces, by [electing fuch only as
might be moff conveniently [par'd from their other
Imployments, which the injur'd and lefs power-
ful Party would be glad to pay for their De-
Jence; [0 that, inflead of folliciting the Alfiftance"
of lefs powerful Nations, at a great Expence,
they would be glad to procure ours at the like
Expence and thefe Forces fo generoufly em-
ploy'd, would, by thefe means, have an Opportu«
nity of feeing real Service, and of being accuf~
tom'd to the Perils and Fatigues of War ; and,
when fuch Service was over, might return to
their own Country, and fubfift by peaceable Em- .
ployments, and mix with the Militia of their
Country; which, by this Mixture of Veterans,
would be upon an equal foot with any Army that
might be oppos’d to them, in Experience as well
as Difcipline.

Another
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Another Benefit would be, that were our whole
* People military, in the manner I have been
!}éalzing of, we might employ almoft our whole
Maritime Force in proteiting our Trade, and
gur diftant Colonies, and in annoying our Ene-
mies, and by that means bring them fooner to
Peace, on Terms advantageous to us, fince we
might be lefs folicitous about defending our own
" Coafts againft an Enemy, who would not be
defirous of encountering almojt inevitable De/-
truétion by their wain Attempt of invading us,
an Attempt which we fhould rather wiflh than
fear, fince their certain Deftruction would be
the Confequence.

A TRANS-

Gougle



(1)

A
TRANSLATION
| O F
Part of the Firft Book

Muachiavell’'s Art of War.

' ABriTio CoLONNA returning from
F Lombardy, where he bhad a great while
commanded an Army for the Catho-

~dick King, pafling thro’ Florence, refolved to
reft fome Days in that City, in order to vifit
the Great Duke, and to fee again fome Gen-
tlemen with whom he had formerly been
intimate; at which time Cofimo thought fit to
invite him to his Gardens, not {fo much for
the fake of fhewing his Magnificence, as to
have an opportunity of a continued Conver-
fation with him, and of hearing and learning
from him fuch things as might be expetted

from fo great a Man,
- B Fabritio
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(2)
- Fabritio came as he defirzd, and was re-
ceived by Cofimo, together with fome other

of his intimate Friends, among whom were

Zanobi Buondelmonti, Battifta dalla Palla, and
Luigi Alamanni, young Gentlemen beloved
by him, and fond of the fame Studies, whofe
good Qualities we fhall pals over, becaufe
they every Day f{peak for themfelves. Fa-

britio was received with the utmoft Honours

{uitable to the Seafon and the Place ; and the
Feaft being ended, Cofimo, for avoiding the
heat, thought fit to carry the Company into
the moft retired and fthady part of his Gar-
den, where having feated themfelves under
the fhade of the higheft Trees, Fabritto com-
mended the Place, and confidering particu-
larly the Trees, feem’d in fu{pence. Which
Cofino perceiving, faid, Perhaps you are not
acquainted with fome of thefe Trees; buc be
not {urprized, for they were better known
among the Antients than by the ufage of
- the prefent Times. And having told him

their Names, and that Bernardo his Grand- -

father employed himfelf in fuch kind of Im-
proyements ; Fabritio reply’d; I imagin’d fo;
and this Place, and this Amufement of his,
put me in mind of fome Princes of our Times,
who are delighted with thefe Plantations and
Shades in the ancient manner, And then after
- pauling, he continyed; If I was not afraid of
offending, I would giveyou my Opinion on this
Subject, but I'believe] fhall nor, fpeaking my
i 3 AL Opinion
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inion among Friends, by way of difcuffing
Em s, not by way of finding Fault. How
much bcttcr had they done, had they endea-
voured to imitate the Antients in things
which were valiant and hardy, than in thofe-
that were  delicate - and eﬁ’:mmatc; and in.
what they did in the face of the Sun, rather =
than in l:h.f: Shade; and to catch the Manners
of Antiquity in its true and perfect Srate,
rather than when it became degenerate and
corrupted ? becaufe when thefe latter Amufe--
ments became in fathion among my Country-
men the Romans, the Country was ruined. .
To which Cofimo reply’d, You have opened
the way to a D:I"courfe, fuch as 1 deﬁrcd '
and I requeft you, that you'd fpeak without
Ceremony, becaufe I {hall queftion you with-.
outany. And, ifin queftioning or replying, I
‘thall excufe or accufc any one, it will only
.be for the fake of knowing the Truth fromi
ou.
: Fab. 1 fhall be very glad to inform you
of all I know of the Subje& you fhall que-
ftion me upon; and fhall appeal to your
Judgment, whether I ama right, and your.
Enquiries will be pleafing to me, becaufe T
as much expect to Jearn from what you (hall.
afk of me, as you do from my Anfwers;
for oftentimes the Queftions of a wife Man
caufe one to refleCt on many things; and to:
come  to the knowledge of what,  without
fuch Enquiry, one {hould never have known.'

Ba Cyf.
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* Cof: Tn anfwer then to what you faid firft,
that my- Grandfather, and the Princes you
mentioned, had done more wifely, if they
had imitated the Antients in their Hardi-"
nefs, rather than, in their Delicacy; 1 will
excufe my Anceftor, and leave the other
Princés toyou. Ido not believe there was a
Man in his time, who fo much detefted a
luxurious Life as-my Grandfather, or was {o
" much a lover of that Hardinefs which you
commend; neverthelefs, he was fenfible that
neither he nor his Children could pratice it,
being born in fo corrupt an Age, when any
one who fhould deviate from the common
Ufage, would be infamous and defpifed by
everyone; forifanyonefhould prefent himfelf

naked upon the Sand to the mid-day Sun in |

Summer, or in the moft frofty Months in.
Winter, ‘upon the Snow, as Diggenes did,
he would be thought mad. If any one fthould
educate his Children like the Spartans, thould
make them fleep in the open Air, go with
their Head and Feet bare, and wafh in cold
Water, 'to make them fupport Hardfhips,
and to make them lefs fond of Life, and lefs
afraid of Death, he would be defpifed, and-
thought rather a wild Beaft than a Man.
If he was known to feed upon Roots, and to
defpife Gold, like Fabricius, few would praife
him, and none would imitate him, ~ So that
being terrify’'d from it by the prefent man-
ner of living, he did not attempt.to copy

‘ : after
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after the Antients, but contented himfelf to
imitate Antiquity in what would be lefs won-
der’d at. .

Fab. You have excufed him very well, and
you fay true, but I did not fpeak of thefe
hardy manners of living, fo much as of others
- more humane, and which have greater Con-
formity with the prefenttime, which, Ithould
think, to one who was reckon’d among the
principal Men of a Commonwealth, would
not be fo difficult to introduce.  Ifhall always
choofe to quote the Example of my Country--
men the Romans, and if we confider their
Manner of Life, and the Difpofition of that’
Commonwealth, we fhall fee many things in"
it, not impoflible to be introduced in a ftate,
where fomething good ftill remains, -

Co/. What ‘are thofe Practices refembling
the ancient which you would introduce ? -

Fak. To honour and reward Virtue, net to
defpife Poverty ; ‘to efteem the Caftoms and
Orders of military difcipline; to conftrain
Fellow-citizens to love one another; to live
without Fa&ions ; to regard private Intereft
lefs than the Publick, and fuch like things,
which might be accommodated to'thefe times,
which Manners are not difficult to be incul-
cated, if you find but the right way, and be-
gin with the proper Means, becaufe in them
the Truth is fo apparent, that every common
Underftanding is capable of apprehending it;
and whofoever. fhall inftitute chefe Manners,

will
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will plant Trees, under whofe thade we may
enjoy ourfelves, and be more happy and more
pleafed than under thefe. |

Cof. 1 will not enter into the Difcuffion of
what you have faid, but leave it to thefe who
are capable Judges of it; and fhall return to
your Accufation of thofe, who in ferious and
great Altions do not imitate the Ancients,
hoping, by this means, I (hall be more eafily
fatisfied in my Intention. I would then know
from you whence it is, that on one fide you
condemn thofe who in their Aftions do not .
imitate the Ancients ; yet.on the other Hand
in War, which is your Profeffion, and in which
you are thought to excel, it is not known
that you make ufe of any ancient Method, .or
what bears any Refemblance of ir.

Fab. You are juft arrived at the Point I
expected, for my Difcourfe led to this Que-
ftion, nor did I defire any other; and though
I could eafily excufe myfelf, neverthelefs I
will enter further into it for your greater Sa-
tisfaion and my own. Men who would ac-
- complifh a thing, ought firft to prepare them-
felves with all Induftry, to be ready, when
the Occafion happens, to execute that which
they propofed to bring about; and becaufe
" when Preparations are made cautioufly they
are unknown; no one can be accufed of
Negligence, unlefs it be difcovered when the
Occafion happens; in which if they do not
fucceed, it appears that the Preparations were

not
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not fufficient, or that fomething was over-

looked ; and becaufe I have had no Op-

portunity of fhowing how far I am pre-
pared to reduce the Military Art into the
ancient Regulations, if I have not fhewn i,
I am not to be blamed by you or any body
elle. But becaufe you may pofiibly doubt
if this Occafion has happened or no, I will .
at large difcourfe what Preparations are firft
neceflary to be made, what Occafion muft
happen, what Difficulty may prevent the Suc-
cels of thefe Preparations and the Occafion
from happening, and how this is at the:fame
time a thing very difficult and very eafy to
be done (which appears a Contradiction )——
I will begin from your Words : When
you told me, that in War (which is my Pro-
feflion) I had not made ufe of any ancient
Regulations; to which I fay, that War being
a Profefiion by which Men cannot with Ho-
nour live conftantly, it being to be ufed as a
conftant Employment by a Commonwealth
only, oraKingdom; and either of thefe States,
if they are well regulated, neverdid confent
that any Citizen or Subjet fthould live by it
as a Profeffion ; nor did any worthy Man ever
exercife it as an Art to live by, becaufe he
can never be judged a worthy Man who exer-
cifes a Profeffion to live by, which for a Con-
ftancy, he muft be rapacious, fraudulent,
violent, and have many Qualities inconfiftent
with that Chara&er; nor can the Men, who

make
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“make a Profeffion of it, whether ﬂgreat or

{mall, be otherwif:; for this Profeffion will
not maintain them in Tinie of Peace ; whence
they are neceflitated, either to endeavour to
prevent Peace, or to make {o much advan-

. tage in Time of War, as to enable them to
~maintain themfelves in Time of Peace. And
‘neicther of thefe Views are confiftent with the

Chara&er of a worthy Man; for from the

" Defire of being able to maintain. themfelves

at all times, arife Robberies, Violences, and
Afla{linations, which Soldiers of Fortune com-
mit on Friends as well as Foes. And the

Fear of Peace occafions the Frauds which

fuch Leaders pracice upon thofe who hire
them, that War may continue ; and if Peace

‘comes often, it happens that the Leaders, be-
.ing deprived of their Wages, and of living li-
centioufly, turn Banditti, and without any

Pity pillage the Country. Have you not an

- Account in your own Hiftory, that there be-

ing a great Number of Soldiers in Jzaly with-

out Pay, they affembled themfelves in Par-

ties, and went about taxing the Lands, and

facking the Country, and no Remedy for ic

could be found? Have you not read, that the
Carthaginaz Soldiers having finithed the firft
‘War which they had with the Romans, made
a more dangerous ‘War upon the Carthagi- -
nians under Matho and Spendius, two Leaders, -
chofe by themfelves in a tumultuous Manner,
shan that- which they had finifthed with the

! TRORR, (0 o Romans?
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Rowians. In the times of our Fathers, Frax-
cifco Sforza, for the fake of living fplen-
didly in time of Peace, not only deceived-
the People of -Milan, whofe Soldier he was,
but took from them their Liberty, and be-
‘came their Prince. Like him have been all
1 the .other Soldiers of Iraly, who bhave made -
Arms their Profeffion ; and if they have not
attained to be Dukes of Milan, by means of
their Wickednefs, fo much more .do they
deferve to be blamed, becaufe they have
all had the fame Defigns, if we examine
their Lives, without the fame Succefs. ' Sferza,
the Father of Francifco, conftrained the °
Queen  foanna to throw  herfelf into the
Power of the King of Arragon, havip

fuddenly abandoned her, .and left her dif-
armed in the mid(t of her Enemies, only
for the fake of gratifying his own Ambition, by
plundering her, or twaking from her the
Kingdom. Braccio with the fame Induftry
eendeavoured to feize the Kingdom of Na-
ples, and 'had fucceeded, 'if he bad not been
‘defeated and killed at Agui/a. ‘Thele Mif-
chiefs proceed from no other Caufe, than
from Men’s having exercis'd the Trade of
Soldiery, as an ‘Art two live by. Have ye
not a-Provetb, . which- confirms what I fay,
- That - War makes Robbers, and Peace bangs
them; for thofe: who have no other Live-
lihood, nor finding Subfiftence by this, nor
having Virtue enough to'fubmit to an .hn&

C ne

Gougle



( 10 )

neft laborious Life, are of neceflity forced

- to rob on the Highway, and Juftice is

obliged to execute them.

Cof. You have made me confider this
Art of Soldiery as of no value, and I before
thought it the moft excellent and the moft
honourable, infomuch that, if you do not
further explain yourfelf, I {hall remain un-
fatisfy’d ; for if it be as you fay, I know
not whence arifes the Glory of Cefar, Pom-

‘peyy Scipio, and Marcellus, and fo many

Roman Generals who have been celebrated
as Gods.

Fab. 1 have not yet difcufs'd all that I
propos’d, which were two things : One was,
that a worthy Man could not follow  this
for a Livelihood ; the other, that a well re-
gulated Commonwealth or Kingdom never
permitted that their Subjeéts or Citizens
fhould make a Trade of it. Concerning the
firft, I have faid what occurred tome: I am
now to fpeak of the fecond, where I come
to anfwer this laft Queftion of yours, ‘and
fay, that Pompey and Cezfar, and almoft all
the Generals which were at Rome after the
laft Carthaginian War, acquired Fame as

“able Men, not as good Men: and thofe who
‘liv’d before them acquired Glory, both as
‘able and good Men; for this Reafon, that

thefe did not make War their Trade, and

‘thofe whom I nam'd before did: And while
‘the Commonwealth continued - uncorrupted,

neither
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neither did any Citizen of Condition pre-
fume to make Profit of his Arms in time of
Peace, by breaking the Laws, fpoiling the
Provinces, ufurping and tyrannizing over
his Country, and advancing himfelf by all
kind of Means : Nor did the lower Sort think
of breaking their Cath, atraching themfelves
to particular Men, defpifing the Senate, or
inlifting themfelves under fome tyrannical In-
valion of the publick Liberty, in order to be
able to fublift themfelves by Arms ac all
times. But the General, contented with the
Trivmph, returned to private Life, being de-
firous of -it; and the private Men laid afide
their Arms with a better Will than chey
took them up ; and every one returned to the
Employment to which he had been bred ;
nor were there any who hoped to maintain
himfelf by Plunder and by this Profeffion.
As to the eminent Citizens, we may with
great Reafon infer this from the Example
of Regulus Attilius, who, being Chief of the
. Roman Armies in Africa, and having almoft
conquered the Carthaginians, atked leave of
the Senate to return home to look after his
Farms, which were neglected by his Huf-
bandmen. Whence it is as clear as the
Sun, that if he had followed War for the
Improvement of hig Fortune, and had pro-
posd to make Advantage by it, having it
in his Power to plunder fo many Provinces,
he had never afked Leave to return to look
IG5t PR T % { e after
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after his Lands; becaufe he might every
Day have gained more than 2ll of them
were worth. For thefe worthy Men, who
did not make War their Livelihood, fought
nothing by it but Fatigue, Perils, and Glory:
Wiien they” had Reputation enough, they
were defirous to return home, and live in
their accuftomed Manner. As to the com-
mon Soldiers, that they were in the. fame
way, appears by this, that in general they
chofe to be excus’d from this Service, and
fuch as might defire it were not always em-
ployed, and thofe were employed who might
~ wifh to be difmifs’d: Which is known many
ways, and principally by this, that among
the firft Privileges which the Roman People
gave to a Citizen, this was one, that he
thould not be compelled to go to War againft
his will. Rome by this Means, while it was
well conftituted (which was till the time of
the Gracchi) had no Soldier, who made
- War his Trade, and therefore had few bad
- ones, and as many as were fo were feverely
punithed. A well conftituted Common-
wealth then ought to endeavour, that this
Art of War fhould be us’d by way of Exer-
cife only, in time of Peace, and in time of
War, for Neceffity and Glory ; and that the
Publick only {hould make conftant Profef-
fion of it, ‘as Rome did; and whatever Ci-
tizen has any other View, in. the exercife of
Arms, is not an honeft Man ; dnd whatever

| | Common-
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Commonwealth is governed otherwife, is
not well conftituted.

Co/. 1 am pleas'd and fatisfy’d’ wicth . whav
you have faid thus far, and with this Con-
clufion which you are come to; and as far
as it regards a Republick, I believe that it is
true; burt as to Kings, I don’t: know why: a:
King fhould not have about him Men who
make this Art their Profefiion.

Fab. A well conftituted Kingdom oughe
fo much the more to avoid fuch Artifts, be-
caufe they only corrupt a King, and are in
every thing Minifters of Tyranny; and yow
muft not mention any of the Kingdoms of
the prefent time, as inftances of the contrary,
becaufe I' fhall deny any of them to be well
conftituted; for Kingdoms which are. well
conftituted never give abfolute Power to
their Kings buc in their Armies; becaufe in
the Field only a fpeedy Determination is ne-
ceflary, and for that Reafon only fingle
Power: In other Affairs, nothing is to: be
done but by Council and Deliberation; and
thofe who counfel a Prince have reafon to
fear his having People about him who in
times of Peace may be defirous of War, as hav-
ing no other Livelihood. But I'will be a little
larger upon this Subjec, though I' fhall not
proceed fo far as to-enquire ‘into the Cafe of
a Kingdom perféctly well conftituted, butof
fuch as refemble thofe of eur ' own Times,
where fuch ay make’ War their Profeffion,
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are to be feared even by Kings themfelves,
becaufe the Strength of Armies is, wnhom
doubt, the Infantry; fo that if a King has
not fo contrived that his Foot in time of
Peace fhall be content to return home, and
live by their Employment, he muft necefa-
rily be ruined ; for there is no Infantry more
dangerous, than_that which is compofed of
“fuch who make War their Trade; for y

~ are forced either to be at War conﬁantly,
or to pay them conftanily, or to run the
rifque of their taking from you your King-
dom: To make War conit nily is impofiible,
nor can you always pay them ; therefore your
Kingdom muft neceflarily be in danger.
My Countrymen the Romans (as 1 faid)
whilft they were wife and honeft, never per-
mitted their ‘Citizens to make War their
Trade, altho’ they could maintain them
conftantly, being always at War; but ro a-
-void this Inconvenience that continual War
might produce, as the Times did not change,
they chang’d the Men, and went on fhifting
in fuch a manner with their Legions, that
in fifteen Years the Men were all changed
for new; and by this Means they had
Men in the Flower of their Age, which is
from clghtcgn to thirty-five, in which Age
the Legs, . the. Hands, and the Eye anfwer
one  to thp q:hcr nor did- thcy keep them
ol their. ,-ercngth declin’d, and their Vi-

cmufncfs incma 'd, as they. dld afterwards. i ]1:1
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the corrupt Times; for O&avius firft of
all, and then Tiberius, confulting more their
own Power than the publick Welfare, be-
gan to difarm the Roman People, the more

. eafily to govern them, and to keep conti-

nually the fame Armies upon the Frontiers

of the Empire; and becaufe they did not

think thefe fufficient to enflave the People
and Senate of Rome, they appointed an Ar-
my, call’d the Pretorian, which was fta-
tioned near the Walls of Rome, which were
as a Citadel upon their Backs to keep the
City n awe : And becaufe then they began
to permit freely, that the Men lifted in
thefe Armies fhould make War their Trade,
they foon became infolent and formidable to
the Senate, and hurtful to the Emperor:
And the Confequence was, that many of the
Emperors themfelves were murder’d by their
Infolence; for thefe Armies gave and took
away the Empire to and from whom they
pleas’d; and fometimes it happen'd, that
there were feveral Emperors created by dif-

‘ferent Armies; which firft caufed the Divi-

fion of the Empire, and afterwards the Ruin
of it. - Kings ought therefore, if they would
live in fafety, to have their Foot compofed
of Men, who, in time of War, will for his
fake go to War; and when afterwards Peace
comes, will more willingly return home;

. which will always be the Cafe, if he lift Men

who have another Livelihood of their own.
So

Gougle



(16 )
‘So that ‘he ought 'to endeavour, ‘that his
Nobles fhould rewrn ‘to govern the People
~under them ; the Gentry to look after their
“Eftates; and the private Men to their parti-
-cular - Employmems. and that every one
“fhould go :to War willingly for the fake of
Peace, a.nd ‘not '{tudy to break Peace for the
Aake of having War. |
g/, This Difcourfe of yours appears to be
well .confidered ; buc being contrary to'my
“former ‘way .of Thinking, my Mind "is not
‘yet quite clear of all doubt, becaufe I obferve
~many Lords and ‘Gentlemen maintain them-
“delves.in time of Peace, by means of their mi-
litary Profeflion, as fome of iyour ‘Equals do,
owho rhave ‘Penfions from Princes and Com-
munities. I fee alfo almoft all your Men of
»@Arms remainas'Garrifons of Towns-and For-
1treffes ; fo-chac it feems to me, that there s
/Provifion for every one-in time of Peace. .
Fab. Tthink you can hardly be-of this O- |
“spinion, 'becaufe, if there ‘were no other Rea-
-ifon, ‘the“fmall Number of thofe who are gar-
'rifon’d 'in> Places, as you 'mention, would be
+a fufficient ‘Anfwer. "What Proportion do the
. Olnfantry,  neceflary in ‘War, bear - to 'thofe
“made ufe ‘of in ﬂme of ! Beact: ¢ For the For-
‘treffes 1and . Towns, ‘which 'are garrifon’d in
‘time of 'Peace, in"War require ‘much larger
- Garrifons';” to which muft 'be added the Sol-
“diers, who keep the Field,  which are a great
~Number, who are all'left'to fhift for them-
felves i

Gougle



'f 17 )

felves in time of Peace. 'And as to the ftand-
ing Guards of States, which are a fmall Num-
ber, Pope Fulius and you have fhewn to the
World how much thofe are to be feared, who
‘know no other Trade but War, and ye have,
for their Infolence difcharged them your Ser-
vice, and employed Swifs, a People born and
“bred under the Laws, and chofen by their
Communities in a proper Manner; fo that
you muft not fay any more, that there is Pro-
vifion for all in time of Peace.. As to your
. Guards, thefe having their Pay in time of
Peace, it may appear a more difficult Con-
fideration, neverthelefs all things being well
c:nnﬁdercd the Anfwer is eafy:' For this way
of keeping ftanding Guards is a bad Cuftom,

and anfwers no good Purpofe ; for they are
Men who have no other: Subfiftence, and
from fuch every Day would arife a thoufand
Inconveniences in States, if they were nume~
rous ; butbeing but few, and not able to formy
-an Army of themfelves, they cannot fo often:
do great Mifchiefs; neverthelefs they have
' often done fome, as I told you in the Cafeof
Franoifcop and of Sforza his Father, and of
Braccio' de. Perugia, {o that I do'not approve
of this Cuftom of keeping Guards, it is:cor~
rupt, ‘and ma !mufc great Inconveniences:

6.‘0/' Would you be intirely without them?:

01 having them, in what Manncn would poil
mge themi' {as

D ERED -
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' Fab. By a Regulation, not like that of the
ngs of France; becaufe it is dangerous as
ours is ; but like to that of the Ancients, who
raifed 'their Cavalry from among their own
Subjeéts, and in time of Peace fent them
home to live by their Employments, as I fhall
difcufs more largely anon: So that if now thig
Part: of an Army can live by their Profeffion
in time of Peace, it arifes from a corrupt Re-
gulation. As to the Penfions, which arse al-
lowed to me and other Chiefs, I fay, this al-
fo is a moit corrupt Regulation ; for a wife
Commonwealth ought not to granc thefe Pen-
fions to any one, but ought to make ufe of its
own Citizens for Chiefs in War; and in time
of Peace difmifs them to follow their own Pro-
feflions. - So alfo a wife King either ought not
to give them, or; if he does, it fhould be as a
Reward for fome greac Action, or in order to
gain to himfelf a Man of Worth to ferve him

in Peace, as well as War; and becaufe you
have mentioned me, let me be the Example;

and, I fay, [ have never made War my pro-

per: Profeffion, for- my Bufinefs is to govern

my Subje@s, and defend them; and in order

to enable myfelf ro defend thcm, to love.

Peace and underftand War; and my King

efteems and rewards me, not fo much for.

my Knowledge in War, as for being an able
Counfellor in time of Peace. No King
ought then to have any but: fuch abous
lum, if he be a wife Man, and propofes to

. govern
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govern prudently, becaufe if he has about
him Peurlc too fund either of Peace or War,
they will miflead him.. You may by this
time perceive what Difficulty thcrc- is to in-
troduce the ancient Methods in our prefent
Wars, and what Preparations a wife Man
muft make. and what Opportunities muft be
waited for to put them in execution.. But

'you will by degrees know thefe Things bet-

ter, if my Difcourfe does not tire you, com-
paring every part of the ancient Difciplinﬁ
with the prefent.

Cof. 1f before we requefted to hear you
difcourfe on thefe Subjedts, what you have
hitherto faid, has doubl’:d our defire ; in the
mean time we thank you for what we have
heard, and with to hear the reft.

Fab. Since it is your pleafure, I will be-
gin to treat this Matter ffom the Beginning,
that it may the better be underftood. The

End which every one propofes who makes

War, is to combat the Enemy in'the Field,
and to conquer in the Day of Battle in order
to this, it is neceffary to form an Army, 1o
form an Army, it is neceflary to find Men,
to arm and difcipline them, and to exercife
them in fmall and large Numbers, and to
lodge them, and afterwards, either’ {tandmg
or marching, to draw l:hcm up before the
Enemy. In this confifls all the Induftry of
War in the open Field, which is the moft
ncccﬁ'ary, and the moft honourable : And he

e i D2 who
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who knows how to form his Tfﬁops well ‘in

the ‘Day ‘of Battle; other’ Errors “which ‘he
may have made’ in other Branches of the
War, are fupportable; but'he ‘who'is defi:

- ¢ient in this Branch of Difcipline, will never

condu@® a War ' with Gldry, ‘thotgh he' bé
never {6 able in other Branches : Becaule 'z
Battle gained cancels every former Miftake ;
and if it'be loft, every other former: piece of
good Conduét is ‘rendered of no wvalue. It
being - firlt ‘neceffacy then to #fidd“Men, ‘thé
next Thing is to make choice' of' them.
Thofe who have given Rulés for War, dire@;
that Men fhould be chofen from 'the tempe-
rate 'Countries, that they may' have both
Spirit and Priidence; becaufe a hot Country
produces Men prudent, but not'bold; a'cold
Country bold, but hot prudent. - This Rule
may be given to one who is 'Prince of the
whole World ; and fuch a oné may raife his
Men from what Country he pleafes : But''if
ene is to give a Rule which 'may’ be ufeful to
all;*icis proper to fay, that every State’ and
every Kingdom; "eught to raife ‘Soldiers from
their own Territories, whethér they be hot,
cold, ‘or temperate; for it appears by ancient
Examples, that in every Country good Sol-
diers ‘are formed by Exercife, becaufe In-
doftry: makes upithe defeéts of Nature, and
is in''this Cafe of more Confequence than
Nature ‘idelf § 'and  raifing them from fo-
reign ‘Countries, ‘cannot be 'calld making
S : ribadi choice
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¢hoice of them, beeaufe that' fuppofes pick-
ing the beft of 4 Province; and having the
Power of chufing fuch who are’ unwilli h
well ‘as thofe wﬁo are’ willing o' go to

This fort of Levy therefore ‘cannot ‘be mﬂe
butin Countries fubject 1o yﬂu “for 'you can~
not take whom you' ‘pleafe in Countries not
fubject o you, bt Jou muft mke fh&:haa offer
themfelves. '

W But autnay however, nutiof thbfc
who offer mfelﬁes, take b Jeh¥e whom
you'! pleafe; and ¢his may” ‘be " called 2
Chﬂlce 0114 8 I 10 V3

‘Fab: What ' you fay is partly tfue; but
cﬁnﬁ-dd?r'fng how defeétive fuch a Choice is}
it is often, in reallty no choice at all. Tn
the firft'place, “thofe 'who 'aré’not “your Sub-
jets, and who war'as Veluntiers, “are nov'thie
beft, ‘but generally 'the wnrﬂ:fPee}ile of a
Codmty for if ‘théfe be’ any'in''it'Seandas

Tdle, Lieentious, - withott: Religion;
Runawa s from their Pnretité, "B emers,
Gamcﬁers, ill educated in" é‘reﬁ 7 1e
they are fuch who offer’ themfelves as: ‘Sol-
diers ;' and none are {o unfit' to thake a true
and good Soldiery as fuch fort 'ef “Peoples
Whién“a’ greater Number of thefe sffer them-
felves than you have occafion for, you may
chuﬁ‘:*outﬂf themy; ' but 'the whole' being bad,
it is impoffible your choice ﬂrmuld be’ add!
But. ‘it ‘6ften happéns that ' chére! arc not
encug"h to ‘compleat the Numbers ‘you have

occafion
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otcafion for ; fo that being forced to ‘take
them all, it cannot be called a choice. In
this dlforder,ly Manner, the Armies in Itafy
are now formed, and clfewhere ‘excepting in
Germany ; for they are not lifted by the order
- of the Prince, but as Volunteers are to be
found: How do you think then the antient
military Difcipline can be introduced in an
Army of Men got tegether by fuch Means ?

. Co/." What Method fhould be taken then?
. Fab. The Method I fpoke of, to chufe
ﬂacm from among the Subjeéts, by the Autho-
rity of the Prince.

Cof. Among Men chofen  in this Manncr
then, the: antient Difcipline might be intro-
duced. .

Fab. Yes, certainly; if he who commands
it were their natural Prince or Lord; if it
were a Principality, or their Fellow-Citizen,
and at that time their proper Captain, if it
were a Commonwealth ; otherwife it is dif-
ficule to do any thing well
~ Cof. Wherefore.

Fab. T1l tell you in its proper Place ; at
prefent let this fuﬁicc It can’c be well donc
any other way.

Caf Suppofing thcn this Levy to be made
in your own Dominions, whence'fhould you
judge it beft to raife Men from the City or thc
Country?

Fab, Thofe who have wrote about it, all
agrce, that it’s beft to chufe them from the

Country,
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Country, being Men us’'d to Hardfhips; bred
in Fatigues; accuftomed to face the Sun, and
avoid the Shade; to underftand working in
Iron, and digging Trenches; us'd to bear
Weights, and being without Craft or Malice :
But here my Opinion would be, that ' there
béing two Sorts of Soldiers, Horfe and Foor,
the Foot fhould be chofe from the Country,
and the Horfe from the great Towns.

Co/. Of what Age would you ‘chufe
them? | |

Fab. If T was to form a new Militia, [
would take them from Seventeen to Forty; if
I was to recruit, from Seventeen always.

-~ Cof: 1 do not well underftand this Di-
ftinction.

Fab. T will tell you. If I was to confti-
tute a Militia where there was none, it would
be neceflary to take all who were fit, pro-
vided they were of a military Age, in order
to inftru¢t them, as fhall be told hereafter;
but if I were to make Levies in Countries
where a Militia was already eftablifhed, for
a Supply of ir, I would chufe them of feven-
teen ; for thofe of more advanced Age would
be already lifted. w3

Cof. Would you then form a Militia, like
what is in our Country ? i
Fab. 1 would arm them, appoint Officers
over them, exercife them, and mufter them
in-a Manner which; whether it be' like yours,
I.do not know. 3 mo |
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!-E-@ﬂ‘mf?ybﬁ! then illplm:)m::.'~ of a Mi-
Bele 21107 o7l S35 0 IOl | bt b

- Fab. Why fhould Icondemn it? - | ..
.+ Cof. Becaufe many wife Men have always
found fault with it; the ill Proof we have had
of it makes us of this Opinion. . .
- Fab. Have a care it be not your own faule,
not the fault of the Thing itfelf; which you
fhall be fenfible of before this Difeourfe is
ﬁnif-hfd. nigowr ".', . W

Cof: You will do an acceptable thing ;* bue
I will tell you the Objeions, that \you may
the. better anfwer them. . They fay,  either
1t will be ufelefs, and’ if we truft to it, we
may .ruin . the State by itz or it will ‘be
powerful, and then he who commands it may
enflave the State.  They mention the Romans,
who by means of their own Arms, loft .their
Liberty; and they inftance the ¥enetians and
the King of France ; the firft, becaufe they are
vawilling to obey one of their, Fellow-Citizens,
ufe foreign Arms, and the King of Fraznce has
difarmed his own People the more eafily to
govern them. ' But  they are moft afraid of
their being ufelefs, for which they alledge
two Reafons: One, that théy  are unexpe-
riénced ; the other, that they are compelled
toit; for, they fay, that People: of Condigion
wen’t fubmic to be taughts: and that nothing
is ever done well by compulfion, ~ +; 1
. ¥ab. All-thefe Reafons whicly you! e
tion, are from Men who fee but atlictle way,
o as

\
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as I fhall plainly demonftrate. And firft as
to their ufelefsnefs: I fay there is no Soldiery
fo ufeful as what is compos’d of your own
People, nor can fuch a one be conftituted
any other way: And becaufe this is indifpu-
table, I will not lofe much time about it ;
for all the Examples of antient Hiftories con-
firm as much ; and fince they alledge Inex-
perience and Compulfion, I fay, it is true,
that Inexperience caufes Difhidence, and
Compulfion Difcontent; but Courage and
Experience may be taught them, by the Me-
thod of arming them, and exercifing them,
as you fhall fee in the profecution of this
Difcourfe : Butas to force, you are to under-
ftand, that Men who are hired to be Soldiers
by the command of the Prince, are not alto-
gether forced, nor altogether Voluntiers: For
if the Service were entirely voluntary, it would
caufe the Inconveniences I have mentioned
before, that there could be no choice, and
they would be few who lifted, and force a-
lone would likewife produce bad Effelts.
Therefore a middle way is to be taken,
which fhould be neither intirely compulfive,
nor voluntary ; where they fhall be induced
by the regard they have to the Prince, and
be more afraid of his- Difpleafure, than of
the prefent Punifbment; and Compulfion
fhould be mixt with good liking in fuch a
manner, that no fuch Difcontent fhall arife,

as to produce ill Effects. I do not fay, that
. " fuch
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fuch a Soldiery fhall never be overcome;

for the Roman Armics were often overcome;
and Annibal’s Army was conquered; fo
that it’s plain, no Army can be formed in
fuch a manner, that one can be fure it ﬁall
not be beaten. Wherefore thefe wife Men
of yours ought not to infer their ufelefhefs
from their being once defeated, bar be-
lieve, that they may conquer, as well as
be vanquifhed, and find a Remiedy for the
caufe of their defeat’; and when they enquire
into this, they will find that it did not hap-
pen through the defect of this Method, but
of the particular Difpofition, that it was not
perfedt, and, as I faid, they ought to pro-
vide againft its Imperfection, not by con-
demning a Militia, but by correing it ;

which, how it fhould be done, ye fhall -

learn by degrees. As to the doubt, left fuch
a Militia thould deftroy the State, by means
of fome Perfon who 1may make himfelf head
of it; I anfwer, that Arms in the hands of
Fellow-Citizens and Subjets, given them by
the Laws and by the Conftitution, never did
any harm but always good, and Common-
wealths are Kept longer faultlefs, by means
of fuch Arms ‘than without them. Rome
continued free 400 Years, and was armed all
the while; Sparta 8co. Many other Com-
monwealths have been unarmed, 'and have
not continued free fo long as forty Years;
for Commonwealths ftand in need "of Arms,
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2nd when they have not their own they muft
hire. foreign; and foreign Arms are more
dangerous to the publick Welfare than their
own, for they are more ¢€afy to be corrupted ;
and a Citizen who is become powerful,
may fooner make ufe of them, and has lef§
Oppofition to cope with, having to opprefs
only an uparmed Multitude. Moreover, a
Commonwealth fhould be more afraid of
two Enemies than one; they who make ufe
of foreign Arms, have to fear at the fame
time the Foreigner which they hire, and
theit own Citizen; and that there is reafon
for this double fear, recolle&t what 1 faid
juft now . of Francifco Sforzae; they who
make uvfe of their own Arms have only fome
Citizen of their own to fear. Burt inftead
of all the Reafons that may be urged, lec
this fuffice, that no Legiflator ever conftis
tuted a Commonwealth, or a Kingdom,
who did not take it for granted that the
Inhabitants themfelves were to defend it by
Arms: And if the Venetians had been as
wife in this as in all their other Regula-
tions, they had made a new Empire in the
World; andthey are the more blameable, being
armed by their firft Legiflators; bur having
no Territory on Land, they were armed only
for the Sea, where they made War with
great Spirit, and by their own Arms ens
larged their Country : But the Time com.
ing when they had occafion to make War
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at Land, to defend FPicenza, where tflcy
ought to have fent fome Citizen of their

own to fight on Land, they hired for their -

Caprain the Marquis of Mantua. This was
what difabled them from climbing to Hea-
ven, and enlarging their Empire; and if
they did thus, diftrufting themfelves by
Land, although they underftood making
War by Sea. It was an unwife Dif-
fidence; for a Commander at Sea, who is
ufed to combat with the Winds and the
Waves, as well as Men, will more eafily be-
come a Commander at Land, where he is to
combat with Men only, than a Commander
at Land will become one at Sea: And my
Countrymen the Romans, who were fkilful
at Land and not at Sea, being at War with
the Carthaginians, who were powerful at
Sea, did not hire Greeks or Spaniards, who
were expert at Sea, but made their Land
Soldiers become Sailors, and conquered. If
the Venetians did this left one of their own
Citizens fhould enflave them, it was a ground-
lefs fear; for befides thofe Reafons F have
already mentioned, if no Citizen armed for
the Sea had ever enflaved this Common-
wealth fituated in the Sea, he would have
“been much lefs able to compafs it with
Land Arms. And by this means they ought
to have feen, that Arms in the hands of
their Citizens could not have made Tyrants,
but that bad Conftitutions of Government
' 5 . caufe
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caufe a Commonwealth to be enflaved ; and
thefe having a good Government needed not
have been afraid of their own Arms. They
took therefore an imprudent Step, which has
been the caufe of their lofing much
Glory and Felicity. As to the miftake
which the King of France makes in not
difciplining his People to War, which your

-wife Men bring as an Example, .there is no

unprejudiced Perfon who will not efteem
this a Defect in that Kingdom, and that this
Negligence alone makes it weak. But I
have made too great a Di‘grcﬂion, and per-
haps gone ' from my purpofe; but I did it to
an{wer you, and to demonftrate to you, that
you cannot depend on any Arms but your
own; and that your own Arms cannot be
regulated otherwife than by means of a Militia ;
nor by other Means can you introduce the
Forms of Armies in a Country, nor by any
other Method appoint a' military Difcipline.
If you have read the Conftitutions of the
firft Kings of Rome, and principally of Ser-
vius Tullus, you will find, that the Confti-
tution of the Claffes is nothing elfe but a
Regulation, ‘to enable them of a fudden to
bring an Army together for the defence of
the City. But returning to our levy; I fay a-
gain, that if I were to recruit an old Efta-
blithment, I would take them of Seventeen ;
but if I were to create a new one, I would

take
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take them of every Age, from Seventeen tor
Forty, tomake ufe of them on a fudden.

Cof Would you make a difference from
what Profeflion you chofe your Men ?

Fab. Writers do fo, for they cautiowr
you againft taking Poachers, Fifhermen
or Cooks, or any who are only Puryveyors
for our Pleafure; but they advife to take
befides Hufbandmen, Smiths, Farriers, Car-

ters, Butchers, Hunters, and the likey
ut I fhould give but liwle Preference as
%{dging the fitnefs of the Man from his
rade; but a good deal on account of, his
Trade being ufeful in the Field: And for
this reafon Countrymen, who are us'd to
work in the Ground, are of more ufe than
any ‘others, becanfe of all the Occupations
this is moft ufed in Armies : After thefe are
Smiths, Carpenters, Farriers and Shoe-
s; of fuch it 15 convenient to have
a good Number, for their Trades are ufeful
in many Cafes ; and it's a great Convenience
to . have a Soldier ferviceable in a double
Capacity. o 88

Cof; By what Means do you know thofe
who are from thofe who are not fit for
Service ? |

Fab. T will firft fpeak of the Manner of
chufing 2 new Militia, to form from thence
an Army afterwards; 1 fay then, that the

fines of a Man whom you are chufe for
N o
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a Soldier, is known, either by Experience,
from fome gallant A&tion he has done, or bg
Conje@ture. In'Men that are quite new, 'an
have never been lifted before, no tryal “of
Valour has 'been made; and of thofe who
have already been in Service, few or none ‘are
to be found in Militias which are néwli
appointed. It is neceffary therefore, ‘whére
Experience is wanting, to recur to - Conjec-
ture, which is to be form’d from the Age,
the Trade, and the Appearance of the Man,
Of the two firflt we fxave difcours'd; ‘it re-
mains to fpeak of the third.  Some have
advifed that the Soldier fhould be large, of
‘which Opinion was Pyrrbus: Some others
have chofen ‘them for their Strength of Body
only, as did Cz/a7. Both Strength of Body
and Spirit are to be guefs’d at from the Dif~
pofition of the Limbs, and the Expreflion of
the Countenance: and therefore thofe who
have wrote about it, fay, they would chufe
to have the Eyes lively and chearful, the
Neck nervous, the Breaft broad, the Arms
mufcular, the Fingers long, but little Belly,
the Sides round, the Leg and Foot taper;
Which difpofition of Limbs generally renders
a Man active and ftrong, which in a Soldier
are two Qualities defirable above all others;
but principally his Manners are to be confi-
dered, that he have honefly and modefty
otherwife you’ll chufe an Inftrumeént of
Scandal, and a Caufe of Corruption; for no
one
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one can believe, that in a debauched Educa-
tion, and a brutith Mind, a fingle Virtue is
to be found, which can be in any fhape lau-
dable. Nor do I think it fuperfluous, but
neceffary, that you may the better under-
ftand the Importance of this Choice, to
mention the Method which the Roman Con-
fuls obferved in the beginning of their Ma-
giftracy, in eleGting the Roman Legions. In
 which elettion Veterans being mixt with
new Men, by means of their continual Wars,
they might judge by Experience in the Ve-
terans, and by Conjecture proceed in the new
~Men., This alfo is to be remarked, that
thefe Eletions were made either for imme-
diate ufe, or to exercife the Men, and prepare
them for another Time. I have already
{poke, and fhall continue to fpeak of what 1s
neceflary to prepare them for a diftant Time ;
for my Intention is to thew you, how an Army
may be formed in Countries where no Militia
has been appointed, in which Countries noLe-
vies can be made for immediate Service ; but
in thofe whence itiscuftomary to raife Armies,
they may be had for immediate Service, as
was the Cuftom in Rome, and now among the
Sawitzers. For in thefe Levies, if there are
new Men, there are alfo fo many others ac-
cuftomed to ftand in military Order, that the
new Men and the Veterans mixed together,
form a firm and united Body. And tho’ the
Emperors, after they had begun to keep their
. - “ Troops
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Troops in fixed Stations, appointed a Mafter o
exercife the new rais'd Soldiers, 4s is feen in the
Life of the Emperor Maximus. Yet while
Rome was free this was not done in the Armies,
but within the City only, where the young
Men being fufficiently practifed in chefe milicary
Exercifes, were eafily made ufefal in real Wir.
But the Emperors afterwards, when thefe Exer-
cifes were put an end to, were neceffitated to
make ufe of the Methods I now mentioned.
Now coming to the manner of the Roman
Levy, I fay, that when the Roma#n Coiifuls who .
had the charge of the War, had enter’d upon'
the: Magiftracy, and were about to form
theic Armies (for it was the Cuftom that each
of them fhould have two Legions of Roman
Soldiers, which were the Strength of their Ar-
mies) they created twenty-four military Tri<
bunes, and defigned fix for each Legion, who
performed the fame Offiee with thofe we now
call Colonels. Then all the Ramins fic to bear
Armswere colleted, and the Tribunes of each
Legion were placed feparate’ one from an-
other. - Afterwards, they drew by Lot the
Tribe from which they were firft to make
choice; and from that Tribe they chofe four of
the beft Men ; of which one was eleétud by the
Tribunes of the firft Legion; and of the other
three, one was elected by the Tribunes of the
the fecond Legion, and of the laft two; one
was eleted by the Tribunes of the third
Legion, and the laft, belonged to the fourth
Legion;after thefe four, fourothers were chofe;
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nf which the firft was chofe by the Tribunes of
the fecond Legion; the femnd by thofe of the
third ; the third by thofe of the fourth; the
fourth remained to the firft; then four others
were chofe ; of which the third Legion chofe
the ficft; the fourth the fecond s the firft the
third ; and the fourth remained to the fecond:
And thus they varied fuccefiively, till the Elec-
tions became equal, and the Legions equal in
number. And, as we faid before, this Levy was
fit for immediate Service ; becaufe it was made
from Men, of whom good part were experienced
in real War, and all had been exercis’d. This
choice might be made both by Conjecture and
Experience; but where a new Militia is to be
appointed, and to be chofen for a diftant time,
this choice can be made only by Conjc&urc,
which is formed from their Age and Appear-
ance.

Co/. 1 believe that all you have faid is true;
but before you proceed, I would afk one thing
which you have brought to my Mind, by faying,
that the choice which is to be made where there
are not Men ufed to War, muft be made by
Conje&ura; becaufe I have heard our Militia
blamed in many Places, principally as to the
Number; for manyfay, a lefler Number thould
be taken, which would bave this Advantage,
that they would be better, and better chofen ;
that there would not be fo much Inconvenience
to the Men; that you mighe give them fome
Pay, by which Means they would be better con-
tented, and more eafily commandcd. Therefore [
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defire to know your Opinion in this Matter, ard
if you would like better a large Number or a
{mall, and what Methods you'd obferve in chu- -
fing them in the one or the other Number.

Fab. Without doubt; a large Number is bets
ter and more neceflary than a {fmall; or rather,
where a large Number cannot be appointed, a
perfect Militia eannot be conftituted, and I
fhall eafily confute all the Reafons alledged. I
{ay then, firft, that the {maller Number, where
there are People enough, as in Tufcany, for in-
ftance, will be no caufe of your having them bet-
ter, nor that the choice fhall be more fele&, be-
caufe if in chufing your Men you would judge
of thém from Experience, very few will be
found in that Country who have had any trial;
for few of them have been in War, and of thofe
few ftill fewer have given any Proof of their
Merit for which they fhould be preferred to
others. So that he who is to chufe in fuch Coun=
tries, muft quit Experience, and chufe them on-
ly by Conjecture. Being reduced then to this
Neceflity, I would know, if twenty young Fel-
lows of good Appearance come before me, by
what Rulel thould chufe one and leave another ?
So thar, Ibelieve,every Man will confefs thatit is
better to take them all, and to arm and exercife
them,not being able to know which of them isto
be preferred, and to defer making your choice, till
by pradtifing them in their Exercifes you may
difcover which of them have moft A&ivity and
Courage: So that all things confidered, felecting
only a few for the fake of havingthem better, is
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the wrong Method.As to bringing Inconvenience
upon theCountry and the Men, I fay, that this
Regulation, whether it be extenfive or otherwife,
brings no Inconvenience; becaufe this Appoint-
ment does not take Men away from any of their
Employments, for it obliges them only on lei-
fure Days to meet together to exercife them-
felves, which does no damage to the Country or
to the Men, bur is generally pleafing to Youth ;
for whereas on Holidays, they now f%and fhame-
fully idle, in publick Places, they would go with 5
: pleafure to thefe Exercifes for the handling of
' Arms, which, as it would make a fine Appear-
ancewould be very agreeable to young Men. As
to the Advantage of being able to pay thelefler
Number, and by that means keeping them more
obedient and. more contented; Ianfwer, that you
cannot form a ftanding Army of fo few as can
be paid in fuch a2 manner conftantly, as that Pay
fhall fatisfy them: For example, If a Militia
was appointed of 5000 Foot, to pay them in
fuch a manner as fthould content them, it will
be proper to give them at leaft 10000 Ducats a
Month: And firft, this number of Foot is not *
fufficient for an Army, and the Expence is in-
- fupportable to a fimall State, and too little to
keep the Men contented, or to oblige them to
exert themfelves with chearfulnefs: So that by
this Method you'll be atgreat Expence; you’ll
have but few Forces, and they will not be fuf-
ficient either to defend you, or to execute any
Enterprize.  If you give them more pay, or hire
more Men, fo much greater is 'thé-impo{ﬁbilityf-
: - o 4 ' 0
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of paying them; if you give lefs pay, or hire
fewer Men, they will be fo much the lefs con-
tented, or of fo much the lefs ufe toyou; fo that
thofe who talk of forming a ftanding Army,
and paying them conflantly while they ftay at
home, talk of Things either impofiible or ufe-
les, tho’ it is very neceflary to pay them, when
they are led to War. However, if the Method
we have mentioned caufes any Inconvenience
to thofe who are lifted, which I do not per-
ceive, there are for recompence all the Advan-
tages which a well regulated Militia produces iy
a Country, for without it there is no Safety. I
conclude therefore, that he who chufes the
fmaller Number, that he may be able to pay
them, or for any other of the Reafons alledged
by you, does not underftand his Intereft ; for,
in my Opinion, the fmaller Number will always
diminifh under your Hand, by numberlefs Ac-
cidents to which Men are liable, and dwindle to
nothing ; butif your Militia be large, you may
at your choice make ufe of a larger Number or
alefs. Befide this, the Advantage you receive
by your Arms may be either in Service, or in
Reputation, and the larger Number will al-
waysgive you more Reputation. It maybeadded
to this, that if you form Regulations to keep
Men exercis'd, and you lift but few Men in a
large Country, the Bodies will be at fuch a di-
ftance from each other, that you cannot, with-
out great Inconvenience to them, get them to-
gether to exercife them ; and without this Exer-

cife your Regulation of a Militia is ufelefs, as
fhall be obferved in its Place. Cof.
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Cof. What you have faid Anfwers fufficiencly |
this Queftion of mine ; but I now defire that
you would clear up another Doubt: They fay
fuch a multitude of armed Men will caufe Con-
fufion, Scandal and Diforder, in a Country.

Fab. This isanother groundlefs Opinion, for |
the ReafonI fhall now giveyou.. Thofe whoare |
train’d to Arms may caufe Diforder two ways,
either among themfelves, or with others, both
which may be eafily obviated, if it be not fo by
the very regulation of the Miliua itfelf; for as
to Quarrels among themfelves, this Regulation |
prevents them, inftead of nourithing them; for -
in' muftering them, you give them Arms and
Chiefs: If the Country where you mufter them»
be fo unwarlike, that there are no Armsamong: -, |
the Men, and o united that there are no Party
Divifions. This Regulation will make them
ftouter againft Foreigners, but in no degree more
difunited among themfelves ; for Men well re-
gulated fear the Laws, arm’d as well as unarm’d,.
nar can ever dootherwife, if the Leaders which.
you give them do not caufe the Alceration;,
and the Method of doing this fhall be told anon.:
But if the Country where you mufter them be
armed and difunited, this Regulation only. is.
a Caufe of uniting them, for they have Arms.
and Leaders among themfelves; but their Arms

~are ufelefs as o War, and their Leaders Fo-

~ menters of Quarrels; and this Regulation will
“ give them Arms ufeful for War, and Leaders
Extinguithers of Quarrels ; for in a divided

Counuy, as foon as any one is offended, he runs

to

L

Gougle



(39)

to the Head of his Party, who, to maintain his
own Reputation, exhorts him to Revenge and
not to Reconciliation. The Chief appointed by
the Publick does the contrary ; fo that by this
Means the caufe of Quarrels is taken away, and
Union is promoted. Thus Provinces ‘that are
N united but effeininate are freed from their Im-
becillity, and keep their Union; thofe that

were difunited and quarrel{fome are united, and

that Fiercenefs which us'd to produce Diforder,

is converted to the publick Advantage. As to
preventing them from hurting others, 1t is to

) be confidered that they cannot, but by means
of the Chiefs who command them: And to
prevent the Chiefs from committing Diforders,

it is neceffary ta have a care that they do not
acquire too much Authority. Now it muft be

, confiderd, thatthis Authority is acquired either
~ by Nature or by Accident: And as to Nature,
it is proper to provide, that a Man be notfetover
Men lifted in the fame Place where he was born,
but be made a Chief in Places where he has no
natural Intereft: As to Accident, it fhould be
contrived in fuch a manner, thatevery Year the
Chiefs fhould change their Commands from
one to another; for continued Authority over
the fame Men, begets fuch a Union between
them, as may be eafily converted to the preju-
dice of the Prince: How ufeful th<fe Changes
are to thofe who have made ufe of them, and
prejudicial to thofe who bhave not obferved
them, is manifeft by the example of the King-
dom of the Affyrians, and from the Empire
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of the Romans, where ic is' féen, bat, that

Kingdom lafted a thoufand Years withotit Tu- -

mult and without any War ; which was owing

to nothing elfe than the Changes from Place to

Place which were made every Year of the Ge-

nerals of their Armies; and in the Roman

Empire, after the Death of Cefar, the many

Civil Wars among the Generals of the Armies; =

} and ther Confpiracies againft the Emperors
arofe from no other Caufe than keeping corn+

tinually the fame Generals fixed in the fame

Commands ; and if any of the Emperors who

ruled the Emplre with Reputation; as Adrian; -

__ ﬁarcm Severus, €3¢c. bad been fo prudentasto

ve introduced this Cuftom of changing theig

have kﬁ -opportunity  of caufing ‘T
' ¢leion of an Emperor, ‘and confequently: i
‘i%; i ill Cuftoms. contra¢ted either by the Ignorance 8
o [ mnb“ by l" QP gmﬁﬁx&mplcs G s O :f;f) %

Generals, without doubt they had made it
m"ﬂ‘?{ad et and durable; for theGﬂn:rals would 4

mults, and the Emperors lefs occafion: to feat
- them; and the Sepate in the. failures of Sucd

. ceffions would have -had more Authorityin;the
' would bave been better in every Refpetti Bua |

or Negligence of Men, are oh | to be curéd




