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Statement of Probable Causc Concerning an Accident Which Occurred to a
Commereially Owmed Aarplase Near Glondo, Wyoming, on August 15, 1935

To the Direetor of Air Commerce

On August 15, 1935, at approxamately 8 05 p.m., &t a point about 43
miles west of Glendo, Vyoming, 2 commercially owned airplane, while on =
cross~country flight, flew intec & mounbain -rith resultant death to all on
board and the complete destruction of the aireraft.

The airplane, a Waco, rnodsl YLC, was ovmed by the Aero Mayflower Trans-
1% Co., Indianapolis, Ind., and bore Dspertment of Commerce license HNo.
NC-14140, The pilet, Pichard A. Lrnebt, held a Department of Commerce
transport pilot's license. The passengers were lr. Burnsidc Smith and lrs.
Richard Arnctt.

The airplanc, en route from Ielena, Mont, to Denver, Colo., loft Helena
at approximately 4 00 p.m. The pilot, apainst advice to the contrary, do-
olded to fly a dircet route to Donver rather than go around, following the
vallsys and airways ased by cther pilots. The direct route took him across
some of the most dangerous flying country in the West.

The airplane was next hoard by a rancher in the vieinity of Lamario
Peak, which 1s 10,000 feet high. Weather conditions were bad, there beoang
fog and rain. The rancher states that the airplane cireled several times
and then proceseded in the dircction ol the Peak. From the wreckage, 1t 1s
ovident that the airplane, flying at an altitude of about 8,500 feet and
blinded by fog around the mountain top, flcw directly into the side of the

mountain. Fire followed the impact.

It 1s the opinion of the Aceident Board that the probable cause of
this accident was poor Judgment on the part of the pilot for attempting +o
unneccssar:ly fly over a hazardous route.
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