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AASE TOSHEIKAZU

- —

daving firqt duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,
in accordance with the p
hereby depose as follows

rocedure prevalling in my country, I

l, I entered the Japanese IFor: Linistry 325, and
was appointed Chizf of the ‘l““t ecti [ the Bureau of American
Affairs of that ministry in November 19l wnuing in that
position until April 19&3. In the course of my cfiticial duties
a8 such section chief 1 was famili: vith the matters herein
testifiesd to.

2. ooon after my arrival at the foreien I try at about
10 o'clock 1In the morrning 31 [ Decembe Ol '_f‘o iJsz) I
received Information from the Domel News Agency that the United
Press had carrizsd a revnort % the effect that the State Department
had announced the dicra2teh 3. s_aﬁeﬁrﬁnal moss=wwalw;l?pﬁsiﬂent
Roosevelt addressed to Iits Majestv tre Li I immediately re-
ﬂoﬂ‘i'u{_‘ the mato e 0 Y SQuprerionrs Q417 liessr: T552153 the
Foreign lLiinliste Nisnl, Vice rForelpn lilnister and Yamamoto, the

Director o ; 3 31.0;
llarquis &
aslied hinm
received
slon that, | L3
to the ump@ro g & ) _ len December

1957 An urgent tolegram was dlspatched without delay to Admiral
Nomura, our AmbAass: ] ”q“”injtﬂr“ instructing im to make
’HW1UﬂTlOS into, anc oack upon the matte .:,AJ; am no. 905
from Togo to T'mur', )9 ] Dﬁcumeﬂt No. . Apparently
cerossing this telegra ne way, a short *;_x,xiknq from Admiral
Nomura arrived at tfﬁ:' glpn Minlstry in the ﬁpﬁﬁf103rl(fﬂLL3ﬁPﬁm
no. 1275 from Nomura tc Tego, Defensge Document no. 1;01-E-=3).
This confirming the tlclty of the press newrs, I instructed
all the stall in my ;0 be als3rted for urgent work and

. _ :
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walted fOP the arraivai of t) nessage in
nothing happened, L got 1in touch |
again in the evening, shortly afte

i3

reslidence. 1 was told that fuo
rived yete.

2« AT about 1l0:15 P.N, I Tomoda Jir3, private cecretary
to the FOI’:"Z'LF’:IW. liinlater 3ecelved a tele phf‘y'ﬂe call f'rom the
Aimerican Imbassy requectiry b to riake an aphrocintmont around mid-
night for tlie Ambassador U the Forelgen Minister. I undorotan
that Mr. Tomoda asked Ef e Ambassador could not wait until the
next morning, but was O hat an urgent telogram "v“;‘h@jru;nha—
coded and that thes Ambass a?ov wanted to gee Mr. 1)*0 18 SOON Aas
i1t was ready. =hortly after LJ.H'._“% at ahout Ao M.,
{ December-=llr. Grew came to tho of[lJcir caldence w? the |
Minister where the interview toolk »nlace . was present 2
meeting and 1interpreted the conversatil Saying that

-
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ceived an urgent message »f the President tO the Emperor, ire

Grew requested the Foreien llinister to arrange Al audience 1oT
him. liare TOgo replied that 1t was unusual to take action on A
necuest for audience at midnight and inquired about the aubstance
»f the message. inereupon, the &m*qsqwﬁo“ left a copy of the mes=
sage with lir. Lovo for the latter's reference and took leave of
the Foreiegn Minister after repeating his request for the audience,
stressing the extreme eravity of the <ituation. The interview
lasted about 15 ninutes. Mr. TO:Q Lave me the copy and asked me
to translate it into Japanese Aas quickly as possible I did so
with the help of my stafZ. I still vividly fﬂmbmher the vxPy
tense atmosphere that pP‘Viilv‘ in my office, where everybody
worked frantically in order to avoid delay in translating the
messagze Meanwhile, Mr. 10Of 0 got in touch with Marquis £ido, the
Loxrd Prlvy Qeal, DY teleppﬂnu, 1sking him to arrance for him to
report the mqtter to the Throne. ie then, 1 under tand, went tTO

Ik

the Premier's residence, COns culted with Ueneral J.Sj:?.", and left his

of ficial residence at qt_mut > A.M. for the Imperial Falace, there
informing the tmperor of the PPC“Li nt's messare and recelving

the answer to ha sent through the American Amba aandor.

. In accordance w1itul instructions given me O @ previous
day, I requested [lr. Grew early lflleE.NDPPlnt]\f‘
call on the Foreign Minister This was origlnally purpose
of handing to the Am2assaqor ¥ cony of fHec riemor andum of the
Japanese Goverrnment, TS minatinz the diplomatilc conversations,
which had been Ge ered by Admiral Lomura nt Washington to the
\NG“‘C‘F Governme: ™is mecting would have taien nlace even 11

r had paild . | | visit to tuJ IOPmLf“ Minister

in con tiom wlth thd fresliael J.;Iﬂ’qﬂﬂge. lir. Crew came to tne
Foreirn liinister's orficlal residence at abou ?:ji \.li., at which
time I was again pressnt At 18 cting 1nquﬂrcfl*f the conver-
sation. M LOEO 3 ‘?u, Amb 1 16? a copy of . ﬂﬁ*1ndum
with the renms nat 1C ¥ z f the documer ; 2iready de=
livered to tThe . \dniral Nom.~a. He told
the AmbassAacd ;j;- rin '*hi hs had hal ocecasion
to learn the wishes ;T 1€ ;; 21 01  regarn ©to tne fresident's
message, and orally L2 *Tnﬂ'fwi the reply, WYhlch was later wriltten
sut at the " \ axh) 12117

c

)
Althoush Mr. Grew scoms LC we uncer the impression that the
memorandum of the Japarece ioveramen’s conscituted the Emperor's
reply, this 12 2 »taundsiatanding on h.s pasy Kelc ?'ﬂvrﬁnﬁum is
unrelated to the creatdent's messagfe, 1l having v~ delivered to

- -

Mir. Hull before wr. T.

b1 U""‘- ONs
1 to the Americ:
‘ iznt's mes
erantad to
r., Such an assumptbtlon
a's telegram (no. 1275, f
{ that the President had sent his

message dircctly to The ..mneror w out rmoing through the usual
dinplomatic cnannNeds W3 herefore, valted anxiously for word fror
the IJI@’W‘lT‘1 ralace vy T ol Vil W ff the mescags ﬁ’«ﬁt"b Inge the
case, the Forelgn liinistly nauw MO 1403 ICE substance of
the ~K“AJVM3. In fact, Me. Togd loarne h'-w 1t st Qf the mesaage
only when the \me»ican AmbassAdor -~ his attention atv
the midnight interview above iggdﬁluu‘.
-y
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0 ATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth, withholdling nothling and adding nothing,.

Kase Toshikazu (seal)

On this 13th day of August 19,7
At Tokyo
DEPONENT Kaso Toshikazu
I, Nishil Haruhiliko, hereby certify that the above statement
was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signature and seal

thereto in the presence of tiig witness.

On the same date

AG % o)ig'ge

Vitness: Nishi Haruhike (seal)




