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Deporent: LaoallARA, Yukio
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in accordance
with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.
I gave the following answers to interrogation of defense counsel Mr. Ben
Bruce Blakeney and Mr. M. Miyata on 6 November, 1946, at Tokyo,
. Will you state your positions and terms of service in the Kwantung Army?
A. I was the vice-chief of staff from August lé37_to October of the same year,
1and Commender of the 12th Division in Tong -Niang from May, 1941 to August,
1942. I served also as Chief of Staff from August, 1942 to April, 1945.
Will you state the times you worked under Commenders-in-Chief WEZU and
YalllDAT

A. I worked under UWEZU not only at the time I was Commander of the 1l2th

Division, but alse from August, 1942 to August, 1941y as the Chief of Staff,

his direct subordinate and chief sgtaff Officer. After that 1 was & direct
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ate of YAMALDL as his Chief Staff Offlce
L with these Commenders.

Since I Fheir Chiterl of Ftaff. I was ajways .03 them and received
their instruslions 2o &.l e O JLLWAT%, He M 1. 23S ghving vhem my own
opinions.
Will you shabes Low cae Gp27avicentt T.JAnS i Lhe Ewmart.ong fray were made?
We used to receive 'tacs = “Vian of She lrperial Japanese Army”
as an instrucvi | 15 , x M e? of the Baentung Lrmy from
Tokyo, and we made up the detaiied rTlans réitne Yo it 2% the headquarter:
of the Kwantung LArmy.
Were those instructions given regurlzrly
They were usuelly given, out if nov we ‘o1 iomed The previsug yesr's plan.
In 1943 no plan was sent, and we folicwed ¥2as previcus ong; however 1n
other years they alweys sent us insim ions.end we nizde up the plens
according to each instruction.
Why was the plan cf 1943 to follow the previous yeuar's one?

L. I was told that it was tsceuse ihs Pacific Wer hed tecomz more intense,
and it haed beccme difficul® to draft a plun of operation againat the
U.S.S.R., therefore we were oblized to 1ullcw the previius one.

The plans for the yeers previous to 19

in the southern Maritime Province. 1 offensive operation planned?

A, T don't krow very well ebovt it belore my arrival in Hsinking, but the

plan of 1942 (the plan for 19,3 followed this one) had a coutent of
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assuming an offensive in the southern Meritine Irovince. The reason was
that if Japan should fight the U.S.S.F. it would hHe the duty of the
Kwantung J,rmy to atteck the airlbeces in the lMeritire Province by all
means, 8ince one of the most difficult prob'ems in defenge of Jepan Proper
was thet they might immediately bomb Japan Proper and sea-communications
with planes based on the laritime Irovince. .s for the Kwantung Army

this plan was an offensive unavoidable for self-defensSz. The Soviet Lrny
besed 170 long-range bombers, TP-3's, on the Meritime Province, and this
fact constituted a grave menace to Japan.

Would not the occupation of the southera Mecriiime Province alone have

been & death-blow to the whole Soviet Lrny?

No. The occupation of the Meritime Province alone would not be a death-
blow to the Red Army; it was the minimum requirement for our self-dcfense.
If this is so, how did you plen to terminate the war with the U.S.S.R.7?

We anticipated a2 decisive battle between manin forces on the western front
after the occupation of the Maritime Frovince, but Tokyo gave us no
instruction about this. We would have, so we expected, a meximum strength
of about 40 divisions one year after the outbreak. of the war, but the

Red Army's power would be about 70-80 divisions by that time, so it weuld

be very difficult to defeat them. We thought that. K we would be quite

fortunate if we could hold the line of the Khingan Mountains for a
protracted warfarec. I was stricken by horror when I imagined the pProgress

of operetions in the eventuality of a war against the U.S.S.R.
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Yhat wes the position of the strength of the Kwantung Army compared with
that of the Far Fastern Red [rmy?

Our Strengths were alwavs inferior to theirs. For example, during the
five years from 1932 to 1936 the Krantung Army had three divisions, one
mixed brigade, TWO OT three cavalry brigedes and not more than 200

eirplanes. This strenzth wae never increased, while the Red [amy Vas

!

strenzthened &s follows:

Sharpshooter—divisions Cavalry Planes Tanks

1932 8 =9 1 Division & 200 500
9 Brigedes
1936 16 - 20 L Divisions 1,200 1,200

Cowparative strengths of the t70 ~rmies at the time of the outbréak
of the Russo-Cerman War (the spring of 1941) ere es follows:

Sharpshooter-Divisions | Planes Tanks

Krantung Army 12 800 °  200-300
Red Lrny 30 2,500 024500

By the end of 1941 the Soviet frmy transferred some of its strength
+o the West and it was, +therefore, weakened but still supericr to

us, s the following table shows:

Sharpshooter-Divisions Planes Tanks

Krentung Army 13 500 (?)

Red Army 23 1,000 1,000

The comparison of strength in 19&3 wes as follows:

o ke
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~ Sherpshooter-Division

Kwvantung Army 15

PC d .L’..I‘T’i“';-" 1 9

onesc Army was so much inferior to the Soviet Army as you have
just mentioned, you could not have had eny hope of victory in the event
of war against the latter. Why did you not make efforts for the
reinforcement of the Japanesec JArmy?
mhen I was Chief of the Russian section in the General Staff Cffice (1933)
the whole Japenese Lrnmy had only 16 Divisions, 100 tanks and not more
then 1,000 planes, while the U«S.S:.Re had 70 Divisions (3,000,000 men)
and 2,000 planes. Seven hundred additional tanks were being made in every
helf year; militery expenditures were doubled; their pover, especially
mechanized forces, wes reinforced with wonderful speed. Considering this
feet, and, especially being afraid of difficulties in case of Soviets'
armed interference in the Manchurian gquestion, section chiefs of the

our military

the 3i8§351on

ceneral Staff end the War Ministry gathered and plannc
pover in order to cope with the U.S.S.R. We sereed upon accomplishing

our preparations by 1934, but finding that carrying out of the plan was
entirely imposcsible with the nationel power of Japen, after making concrets
cstimation of the necessary materials and money, We Were obliged tTO
abandon this plen made with much effort, and tc agree 1O complete armament:

es much as possible. Beceause of such circumstances much desired
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imprevement of armaments could not be cerried out, and the Kvantung Army
nhed to remein inferior in sirength to that of the U.S.S.R.

Q. Do you know anything about Jepan's having had & plen of ageression agaeinst
the territory of the U.S:S:.R.%
I cen testify concerning only onerational plens; not war plens. The Army
steffs drew up the plens of operetions. but the wor plans were under the
jurisdiction of the cabinet and not motters for militery steffs. In the
plans of operations the only subject was the manner of operation in the

event of an outbreak of war, and the object of war or the sterting of

"

e

war, etc. wm=' 1 - ey Tt Lol e % e e - ,
' == mattors’ cohmsetod with war plong == woro never touchdd PO

I should think this is true in every ccuntry, ITdistinetly knew that the
LArmy had no plan of war at all, and I had never heard that the Cabinet
had »ny. But as for me, I thought there was no hope of victory in a war
egainst the U«S.S«R. since I knew that our power was inferior to theirs.

I believed that an aggressive plan ageinst Soviet. territory would be

thoroughly impossible in view of our inferior armed strength.
f

Were you tlre commender of the 12tk DNivielon 2% fhe.tiﬂ@ of the EENTOXUEN?
Yes.

Were you given any gmeteld insthiuctlons by the Commander-in-Chief of the
Kwantung Army at that time<®

[t the time of the ouibreak of the Russo-Germen Wer I received a special
order from the Commander-in-Chief of the Kwentung Army to make efforts

for prevention of any border clashes since sre could not be sure that the

. b =
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U.S.5.R. would never attoek us and to strenzthen the preparation for
defensive operations ageinst U.C.S.R. Accordingly I hurriedly constructed
second-line fortificetions behind the front line on the heights cast of
Sekdmonshi and ecst of Holutsonnshi, ond 2lso 2 third line on the heights
southecret of Rokokusan.

Why were not the sceond ~nd the third-lire fortificotions construected
prcviously?

Reesons lay in monctary cost ond menpover for the work. By the Kentokuen
plan our funds ond militcory personre l were increccsed, and e could rchieve
our long cherished desire.

Do you know cnything clse ebout Krntokucn?

In Lugust of the next yeer I wes cpnointed the Chief of Stoff of the
Kicntung [rmy, end hod opportunity to leern the outline of the Kentokuen
from pepers ond reports by ry subordinates.

Will vou give its sumery?

With the outbreck of the Russo-Cerman Jer, in view of the existcnee of
the Germen-Japancse Foet the Soviets mignt et{ock us thinking thet a

Russo-Japenese Wer 1 be unevolidoble efter oll; Since the strength of

the Xwantung Jrmy and the Soviet For Eostern lrmy were much different, as

I stated before suech an occurrcnece would be very dengerous for us; therefore
the objeect of the Rantokucn wrs to comnlete the Wrzntung Lrmy's defensive
power by cxpanding its strength. That is to say, reinforcemexrt ty two
divisions (the S51lst end the 57th divisions, which hed second-rate
equipments) and attcched companies, &nd replacement of men eand horses
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(300,000 men in totel). This plen was called Kertokuen. In truth,
however, sincc there wos no indiccticn of o U.S5:0.8.'s assuming positive
policy agoinst us, the ncwly despatched 5lst division was trensferred o
Chine end Formosa in Scptcmber.

Nid it not mean the drawing up of & ncw plen of opcratio:

Kantokuen?

No, it signified only the expension reinforccment of the Kwantung Lrmy's
strength.

Why did they use such ¢ sceret term?

The Rwentung Jrmy used to employ such secret terms for all mancuvers,
transportation. fortification work or reilroad work, .etc., for simnlicity
of reference ond for scercey. Kentokuen was not the only secret term SO

employed .

Wes there not some plan of aggression ageinst the “ £.8S.R. vy seizing the

=

opportunity of the Soviet Lrmy's removal to the Wlest in connec.. nn with

™
#

the outbreck cf the Rucso-Gerrnan Wors

We were instructcd from Tokyo thet Japan vould devote all her eiforts to

settling the China Incldent,

ca be‘ore, and that we should forestall

trouble with the U.S.5.R. ¢ were never instructed concerning our

cgeression against the UeSeSRoe

Hove you any other facts 1o prove this point?

The replenishment of the divisions was not a complete mobl

807 of the war-time orgenization); only two rdditional divisions
despetehed. /[t that $ime in the plen of operetions the stendarad
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prescribed, 1n Tac sventuality

divisions 1.

and 1£

proper 2.

gstrairec ar

fronts.

Was therc any

the outbreel: ci ihe

Since the peroonnsl, eguipmens &u pitior A o Les Ryarihung ATmy werc
graducl.y trarsferrzd to the soute emist enes o bpe Meashurian border

-catineg gredually

S

-
L

wes plenned in 1241, in 1545 thas plau was For TeLs
into Manchuori.n inland 2no i1 nNed3834%5) nndoninge Monehuria end holding.
out in the sousheastern Munchurizn mounial . TUmlecr this plen tThe
construction of fortifications 1n the Teax 7 «ouid rot be done before,
708 carried cul.

How much pover wacs sransferrea ©O

T do not remember exacily, buv

tra

By the end of 19,45 no R..gh brained divisions were 4¢€ ly newly-

. ==

organizcd divisicns rernnining .  ilen. \ nes were btransferred from

the fall of 16L3 and &% tae o e 294y We d almrst no tanks and only

about 100 planes Munitlions

that we could hardly hold ouv OT even OLC
Q. In such cirecumstances, what did you think would be the result if the

..9..
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T thought thcre WouLc a2 53 Lone i1 wa o thervafore T nored Japen ~ould
mnke Russia remiin LoWer: o Ywmlem oy 00 OuAST IONN cnd alweys cxerted
01l my effortis not to irxivi

Do ‘you know The cireunstances in whi~n GonsTal UVIZU wnc appointed

commandcr-in-Caict
Since I wrs in charge oI Lorstules -l i wm ag Chicf <f Censral Lffairs
in the Genersel ~Hadt al wnat Lilk. r Ao wmon the cireumEoances.
Will you state taem?
gince the basic policy of the Japcness Zovarmineny &S ac1l as of the
Japenese erny then wes to &vol wie @it the U.S.E.R., BHESU wee
gselected ag the men to satisfy Bosy T
Commonder-in-Chicf of the Kwontung Lenrr ot that juncture: nomely,
character of the man should be: such as to invite no trouble with thc
U.S.S.R.y he should be & fair, stcedy ~nd enreful man who could put an
immediaote and surc end tO & troublc, ond could scttle 1t in & peaceful
menner. Not only he, The Commandcr-in-Chief, but £ls0 the Chief of Staff,
Vice-Chicf of Staff and staff officcers in charge of opcrations were also
selected on the same principle.

A What kind of measures did UMEZU take for prevention of troubles?

L. (a) He made up thc Border Guerd Regulations £nd established non-fortified

-ones «long the border., thus ropovad cauges of border troubles.

(b) An item of his instructions given to me when 1 ~ssumed the position

of a division commander wos prevention of trouble between Japen and

tllrj U-SIS.RI _— 10 -
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He very often gove instructions ecneerning preventicn of troublces
on the border to the corps cormanders meetings which werc held twice
a year and which I &lso

cove me 1Tl ot when arrived at Hsinking as the Chief of

=
(2

He.
7.S.8.R. our ettitudc shculd
be "not to invade, no . inveded?, thereby preventing border
rouble.
e nlso cdvised the Monchoukuo government to avoid irritating the
J.S5.3.R.
He inspected the frent very often, end did his best ToO 8ec thet his
policy mizht be thoroughly understocd by his men.
Thus during the five yecrs of his term therc wes not 2 single serious
border ircident.
That heve you tc scy of the guidence given to the White Russians 1in
Merchoukuo?
In spite of the fact that the White Russlens had no netionality, U.S.S.hH.
or &nyv other, es residents in Menchoukuc they were treated slmost th

soene C nehoukuo nationals. At first the. Specicl Service Organ 100K

charge of their guidance in all metters; but in 1943 everything except

purely military mntters wes put in cherge of the Menchurian government,

| ks : : ] : with offic.gls
and the White Russian Guidance Cormattee wass established 2. an

F ..

"het ere the "purecly military metters®"?

« 11 =
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They werc instruetion in militery mattqrs in preparation for their
employment for the defénse of the Manchoukuo in cese of war, or preparatior
for utilizing them in wertime intelligence scrvice, propagenda, etc.

But these were not for thém.only; Japanese, Menchurian and Korean
notionals were also given the same treining.

What White Pussian troops werec therc?

Therec were organized three groups (Shokako, Hailer and Odckashi, totalling

800) for the scke of sharing ¢ port of the Mbnchurian national defensSe.
They were educeted, under guidence of the Special Service Organ, in the
form of military training as well as intelligence scrvice. However, in
consideretion of their sbility and of the fact that their existence might
irritate the U.S.S.R., they were recorgenized in 194} on the same besis

as the fhnchurien Lrmy end at last were abolished in the following year.
Did you use them in peace-time?

e used thew'in the intelligence duty, but not eny other services.

How were they to be utilized at the time cf Kantokuen?

~lthough some preparations were made, they were never sent secretly into
Soviet territory. lest it right irritate the UFS'S-R- their employment
in such a wey was specially prohibited.

What wes the resson thet the preparations for the training of additional
interpreters was ordered in thc name of the Commander-in-Chief'?

It ﬁts an order for preperedness for &n emergency. U8ually instructions
on such slight matters would be given in the neme of the Chief of Staff;
that this one was given in the name of the Commander-in-Chilef might have

e 30 5




DEF. DOC. #1151

been due to nistake in administrative routine.
Did you ever plan the =2nployswmnt of Maite 7asciuns in 1he opcrations

~

plans”
We thougzht of ths nationai defenie of Menchcukuo in war-
time; hovever, consicering ihelr rnumner aad add 11 ) tneir employment vas
not considered seriously, JAe2cordingly there wes nothing about thelr
employment in

Were the »aners zoasernhirng guidance to Lz gien 0 VRi<g Hu.ssians

W .

—
-

presented atv <The confe " the chiefs of rnhe 2pecinli service organs
approved by tie neadquarters of “he XL

Since they were contrary to the wolizy of in2 Jommpindsy-in-dhiof, I
ordered them amenced.

What attitude did the Xwaatung .o>uy edopt towesra Sernconcif?

Since he had cooperated with the Japanese Lrmy et the time of the
Siberian zxpedition, it secemed true that he wes helpred out by the Japanese
[rmy in financial and other matiers for a few yeers after that incident.
However, sinze he was extremely foetious ard biased and was unpopular
among the White Russians, it wes feawed thot he might destroy the harmony
emong them and exert a bad influence on the friendship between Japan and
the U.SeSeRe The Kmroriing A ity ihersfore severzd relations with him
entirzly and ordered aim tc live in Dairen in order to prevent him from
travelling in Manchuria.

Did not the Army give him monthly allowances and utilize him in

intelligence service?
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Considcring his prst sooperction with the Teprnese irmy, Ve took pity

L ..,

-

on his l1liie powcIJy ! ad 2078 du ooy ¥, 0 nwomth. However, such
g smell rmouint
oo
formntion from him; I oo a37TeYr recosly suth information through
Coampender-in-Chief,

‘'rmy heedouarters

intention of utiliz-

1

ing him, we snouid have vlliowed alm 5¢ T¥roveL @I 3Jha Monchuric froely

s faformotion or conduct cetivi-

ties whilc living in Dciren.

What wos the rclation between him end the Speciel Service Orgen in

Deiren?

Colonel Yosue hed close privete relrtions with him when the former wes

the chief of the JSpecisl Serviee Orgen in Deiren; howover, since Yasue
interfercd in the gold-brick cese which Scmeonoff had agitcted for ten
or more vecrs ond showved ern attitude to doferd Semconoff, he wes pleced
on reserve list for thet rcason (in about 193C Coloael Ukai, twho vas

~ he s 3 oliev interfercnce in regerd
suceessor to Yasue, held to & firm pollcy n-interiercn

., ‘Whert reloations did you have with the Xmperor of Manchcocukuo, TPu-yi1?

.. Since I uscd to sce him and give him & lecture on militerry motters once

e teck during ry tenure es Chief of Staff of the ¥wontung ‘rmy, I heve

= 1% «
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leernt about him very well dircetly ond indirecectly.
Yhet did you observe his eottitude toverd Japan to be?

I recspeeted hiim beeruse T believed thet he wes the men wvho could put

into actunl prectice the prineiple of "one virtuec end one scul for

Japan end Menchoukuo®. In encral political metters, hec always left

them in charge of his government, and scldom interfcred; but he wes

T

entircly positive and voluantery zbout friendship with Jepan, cnd Shintc,

‘and joint war efforts with Jopan.

opa
Heve you any conerctc exemnles to prove that?
‘hen he came brek from his first visit to +sapen he himsclf created
the phrasc "onc virtue cnd one scul for Japen and Nenchoukuo" and
put it into an Imperial Resceript. I was often told this by lLieute-
nant-General Toshioka, who alweys preised Pu-yi's wisdom eond decp

desire for friéndship between Japan and Menchoukuo.

2. ¢’ the Imperial Roseript for the Manchoukuccn orny was drofted,

opinion about it was fisked first. He emphasized the edding

of the two following itcms;(a). soldiers must follow and cherish

the belief of "a-N_HiGuhe KULICEI® (The Tey of the Gods); (b).
soldiers should be imbued vwith the ceredo of "one virtue and onc
soul for Jepan and Menchoukuo". Though he was advised that those
items were incppropriate, he did not accept the edvice.

fle hirself contributed pr:cious metal, furniture ond carpets, etec.,
for the scke of supplying the Japencse with war materiels, in spit

of Yhe dissucsions of his officers of the Impericl Houschold. He

. . 2
stated then thet I'anchoukuo couid have no ecxistence if Japan should

> 38 -

e

-‘
e
e

P

Py




DEF. DUC. ;1151

losc the war, end thet he intendecd to give the first examnle to the
peoplc.

4. Vherever he went he used to stend cnd prey for the victory of Jepan end
to offer silent preycr for the wer decd of Japan.

Stotec the reletion betreen F'u-yi and Lieutenant-Cenera? Yoshioka, if

you knorr,

r

Genorel Yoshioka had been very helpful to P'u-yi, os he hed been o stof!
officer in Tientsin et P'u-yi's time of stress. Fe served P'u yi quite
carncstly end faithfully ond should have hed o large measurc of his
confidence. He worked for P'u-yi during his carcer from licutenant-colonc
to licutcnant-gencral, rcgerdless of his own promotion or preises ©
critieisms of the world. If sccbody, misunderstood P'u-yi, in teors
he woul§ ncke efforts to dcfend the Ermperor.
| Cn this 4 day of lLpr., 1947

0t Tokyo

VLEURLNT s.Suibudu. Yykio '(segi)

I, NMI8LI, Heruhiko hereby certify that the obove staterent was
svorn by the Deponent, who effixcd his cignaturc and soél thereto in
tho prescnec of this Witness.,

sane datc, .ot the same plecece.

Witness: /S/ MNISHI, H ] (seal)

C..TH

In accordance with ry conscicnce I swear to tell the whole truth

7ithhelding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ KiuSiRh, Yikig (scel)




