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HEADOUARTERS
U. S: STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTETROGATION NO. ( USSBS 159 ) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO, 37 Date : 26 October 1945
0930-1200

Division of Origin: Naval Anslysis Division.
Subject: Attacks on Jepanese shinplng.
Personnel interrogetec enc beckground of each:

Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru is a navel officer of 8 yeers
service, During the first yeer of the war he wes in the
Tsuchiura Navel Air Corps at TS CEIURA. From June 1942 to
June 1943 he wes Adjutent of N.I.F. (South East /frea Fleet)
end for the next six months e wes 2 student of nevigetor
school 2t YOKOSUKA. The next yeer wes spent on the cruiser
OI. Ee wes navigetion officer and remeined there until the
O wes sunk in July 1944, His last assignment wes Steff of
7/th Escort Convoy.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 528,
Interrogetor: Ceptein Steedman Tellery USN,
Interpreter: Mr., I'e C, Woodrough, Jr.

Allied Officers Present: None.
SUMMARY

Lt. Comdr, YATSUL describes alr attacks upon the resupply
convoys to ORMOC in November 1944, He wes present in the convoy
which arrived a2t ORMOC on 31 Detober and lost one ship at anchor
to U S. Lrmy horizontal bombers tire next dey., He also wes in the
convoy erriving at ORIOC on 9 November, This convoy wes attecked
by Ue Se Army B-25's and P-38's on entry, susteinine sufficient
topside demege to interfere with unlozding. The next deoy two
cergo ships and one escort vessel were destroyed by a similar atteck
during the convoys retirement. The complete destruction of a e¢on-
voy end escorts by U, S, carrier=beced aircroft off north west LEYTE
on §1 November iz elso verified. An eye witness account is given
of the U, Se cerrier alir attacks which destroyed most of an impor-
tent tenker convoy et HONGKONG on 15-16 Januery 1945,
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogetion (Lt, Comdr. YATSUIL
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TEANSCRIPT

Who was responsible for directing routing of Jepenese Merchant
shirsg .
The commend of ezch individual escort eonvoy determined routes.

Did he z2lso determine orgenization of Convoy?

No, the comnender of ech individuel Escort Convoy carried out
his duties with ships essigned hime. The organization of convoy
wes determined by the Commender in Chief, Grend Surfece Escort
Force (GZE).

On whrt wes the emphesis pleced in youvr defense of convoys?
Some thought wes given to AA, but the mejor fector wes anti-
submerine defense,

Whzt were the principel defense fectures? How were antieircreft
used? Fow were destroyers used? Vere they used for cover and
screening or for offensive secrch? Wes reder used & night?

In generel z2ircrcft wes used in two weys: first, =s direct cover
for the convoy: end second, to ceryy out reguler delly petrols
over the entire route of the convoy. The former wes corried out
with cerrier-bcsed plznes if crrriers were included emong the
escort vessels, #nd by shore-brsed eir whenever this wes prectlc-
sble, Cerrier zircraft were used very infrequently. We never hed
more then four c-rriers which cculd be vsed in convoy operations.
Therefore, this ermployment wes very limited. An eflort wes mede
to use redsr ogeinst submarines as widely =s possible; but due

to poor technicsl #bility end pocor equipment, they proved toc be
very ineffective, We hesd equipment to detect your reder, but
none to- dnterfer with 1t Our directicon finding egrlpment geve
g beeritig, sCclrsie Lo gbout 10U QegreEs

"There wrs the most emphesis pleced in convoy defenses?

I, personelly, looked upon maneuverezbility of the convoy es the
most importsnt single item., I 2lways tried to orgenlize my
convoys in formetions which would nermit the maXimum evesion
tralLies

Eow much informstion did yvou receive of the position of our
subm=rines®

We hed pretty good stetisticel information. We were sble TO
foretell from stetistlcel dete, whers to expect enemy subs. gnd
eould even foretell the chrrecteristics of such subhicrrine groups
-~thet is, whether they would be aggressive, decring, or otherwlse.
Prior to depecrture from port, we were given intelligence bulletins
concerning subm-rrines, We hed much confidence in these, rnd
relied heesvily on thenm.,

Pron ‘your recollectibn of your regoyds Pnd Teporus of ships sunx,
wiict were the most serious logses during the period September
1944 to Jenusrv 10457

In my owvn opinion, the loss of fuel wrs the grertest blow to

the country es 2 whole., I cogonnot say whether etteocks egolnst
tenkers or ships cerrying oil in drums wss more demoging, but
the loss of ovisotion gesoline shipped in drums during the emer-
gency trensportetion of November =znd Decenber of lesst yerr wes

s severe blow to us.

"het experience did you heve in ectuel escort of convoy?
I mede two trips out of the homelend. First one from MOJI to
SEANGFAI, NMANILA snd ORMOC on LEYTE. I made two round trips from
MaNILa to OiiMOC., The second trip to LOJI
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TL.ANSCRT PT of Interrog tion (L Comdr. YATSUI Norlteru)

destined for SINGAPORE, ended in your carrier atteck on FONGKONG
15-16 Jznurry 1945,

Re Wret wes the orgenizeation of the First Hscort Fleet between

Septcmber 1944 and Jonuery 19457

the Fliyet hscort Force or Fleet hrd hercaguerters ¢t TALAKAU end
consisted principrlly of four groups of escort Vesscls colled

the Fifthe G1Xth, beventh end Bighth Hscort Convoys. JThere were
no cscort convoys numbers one to four., There were other escort
vessels pesipned Lo the First Hscort Porce or Flest; but #1l1
importernt convoys were sriled in chrrge of one of the four Escort
Convoyse 1 wes Steff Offilcer of the Seventh Escort Convoy.

The BEscort Convoys =1¢ Teetierl units ond heve no prerticuler

eree of rCSpon31b11ity.

Deserlbe the atleek whleh vou received ot PFONCKONG from Us 5.
gorrlier begen plrhies,

Ihe convoy wrg enroute south end hed re-~ched ¢ position eszst

off HAINAN ISLLND, £t this point ¢ messege wrs received from
Eesdgucrocrs ot TAKAD th-t gnother convoy Hed been sttrocked

necr SAIGON, This influenced the Hesdqurrtcrs of the First Escort
Fleet =t TAKAO to ordcr my convoy to trke shelter, The convoy
wrs first snchored inside some islonds to the south of HCNGKONG,
but leter moved into HONGKONG Herbor orriving there the 13th,

On the l14th, inform-tion wes rcceived theot the U, S, Cerrier
Foree wes cbout 200 miles south of HONGKONGs 1 believe this
informetion wes obtrined from rrdio direction finders. In preper-
aelon for the eryriér pir pitlrek, by the 15tH the convoy wes
disposcd cs follows: In FONGKONG Fﬁrbor, three lerge tﬂnkcrs
moorcd €o buoys 1in ¢ smell group south of EONGKONG Islrnd ond
surrounided by nine escorl vessels in £ clrele rround the tmkers,
Ihe tenkers were moored in ¢ position of e trienglc, 300 meters
o1 the slde, rnd the escort vessels circle wes sbout 300 meters
cutsice the t~nkcrs, I wrs in the KANJU, flrgship of the Fourth
Lscort convoy, onchored in the esstern part of the circle. A
Tourtiy lepee tﬁnkcr wr8 moored esfslt slongside dock off the ship
bulilding yﬁrr ¢t yONGRONG rnd wes protected by two escorts

l_

gry sHores ITne fifth trnker, which wrs the smerllest, wes moored
=t o KOWLUON dock o “TOYIN“iLlV north of the main grovp of tonkers
rnd wes vnprotected., No eir cover wrs =svrileble, All Tr nkers

were in wrter brllest hence there were 1no serious Lires. LDomage
in the three or four ttecks on 15 Jenuery wae not sericuss
T estincte 4 or 5 plehnes were shot dovn. IThlirty or forty
crsurltics were suffered. There werc no night ottrckss On 16th
the Nevel tenker KA 0OI(northernmost of threce trnkers in thc group)
repeived 3 or 4 direct dive boibhing hitg, She did not sink but
was mede pselegs, One other of this group received sevarel NILE
~na settled to botter with deelk #bove weier, The third of thls
grvup 2lso wes hit hecvily ond becrqme inoperetive, The tonker
~long side FONGEONG shinyrrd dock received sevirel HITs wWileh
tlourh siling Lo gink her, copipletely disebled her, The SARAVMEK
MARU flun side KOYLOON Wherf wrs not belicved to heve been ot-
t~ckcd. Plenes supro~chcd from & diréeciion wiilich posSsibly wisde
her difficult to sces Although no escort vessels were sunk
OFr pUL completely out of commlesion, erg8usrltios wWere nigh on
them ~nd somc cxtensive mrtericl domege wos sustelncedese 1 wes
hit by strefing »L gbhout 1430 phf heve béen 1in hospitel slnec.
This wes 1toc bervicet otorek end Wee 8usteines for sbont 15
MiYtesS, I WILHLSQUQ ghooling domn of Z2opue 12 or 17 pl~ ncs.
LGl T6320rt8 85reed Thew bOLt 20 totrl were shot down, He

irs Involwvsd in thils were:

D

KAMOI- sncecial Nevy tenker 10,000 G.T. (disebled).
LfhithL ITARU = Tanker 10,000 G T (dﬂqeb1L€ or qvnk)
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru).

MATSUSHIMA - tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk).
(name unknown) - tanker 1C,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk) .

SARAWAK MARU = tanker 4,500 G.T. (undamaged).
HATSUHARU - DD ))(( heavy casualties and some

10 coast defense vessels)’‘( serious damage topside.

Qe When was first resupply convoy sent to ORMOC?
A, Don't know, But my convoy on 1 November wes the second.

0. Describe your experience in convoy which arrived ORMOC 31 October.

A, We arrived ORMCC in evening of 31 Oetober and departed evenlng
of 1 November. The Convoy consisted of the KASHII MARU, KINKA
MARU, NOTO MARU and KOZU MARU =-all 10,000 tons plus. Was
escorted by forces of Escort Convoy Fleet and DesRonOne., Com=-

DesRonOne wes in cormand., Totel escort was 6 DI's, 4 coast defense

ships. I had accompanied this convoy from JAPAN where it hed
loaded the crack First Division from the TOKYO Area. This divi-
sion and its supplies was originally destined for MANILA but
o5 the decision had been made to use every resource to defend
LEYTE, the convoy proceeded to ORMOC. As this was a very import-
ant convoy we were supposed to have 10 fighters over hesd during
daylight in PHILIPPINE weters and could call for 10 more 1if
needed., Fowever, st times, there were none and never more than
15, The official arrangement for requesting air cover required
that it be made by the convoy cormmancder to the CinC Southwest

Ares Fleet (at MANILA). Fowever, in sending the request by radio,

it wes intercepted by commenders of the locel Naval Air PFleets
who then used their judgement s to sending help. Army air
units were not on this circuit and hed to be reeched through
headquarters. I observed a number of engagements between Jap-
snese Army fighters and P-38's. The Japenese fighters appeared
to be badly outclassed. Route from MANILA was vi= VEEDE Passcge
SIBUYAN Seas, between BURIAS and TICAC Islands, TICAO Pass, then
to the CAMOTES Sea and into CRMOC BAY, passing north of the
CAMOTES Islends. A B=24 shadowed for 20 minutes off BURIAS
Island. Off POLOMPON, LEYTE, about 30 sorties by p-38's were
made about 2% hours before sunset on the 31st., Planes strafed
and dropped some small bombse. No serious denage was done Lo our

shipse A few easualties and superficiel damages to decks and guns

were incurred., We zrrived ORMOC just before sundown and had no
further attzcks that night. We anchored neer and to west of
ORMOC pier, about 1000 meters between ships. On 1 November
shortly af%er down, P-38's commenced attecking and continued
211 dey, both strrfing and dive-bombing. No serious demege
but qui%e o number of casuelties to men on deck and material
damage to guns and equipment on deck wes susteined, At about
1400, three groups of 8 each of B-24's bombed from high level
concentreting on the "ATO MARU which wes sunk et anchor., 90%
of her cargo had been unloaded., No other ship wes hit., All

cargo was unloaded from other ships. U. S. plane losses consisted

of 1 or 2 P-38's shot cdown by convoy guns on 31st snd some adcdi-
tionel shot down by Jepenese fighters. No B-24's were observed
shot dowvn. The 3 remeining ships of the convoy and escort
sasiled from CRMOC at sunset 1 Novermber and returned to MANILA
without further incident.

Q. Describe your experience in the convoy to ORMOC on 10 November
1944,

A, I believe there were 2 total of nine ORMOC resupply convoys
crlled TA operations. Number One occurred prior to 11 Oectobers
number Two, which I sccompenied, reached ORMOC on 31 October;

number Four, which I also accompanied, resched ORMOC 10 November ;

number Three, however, occurred later than number Four and wes

completely destroyed just before arriving ORMOC about 11 November,
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogetion (Lt,

Conidr, YATSUI, Noriteru).,

This convoy (#3) consisted of approximetely 3 mediun ?ized trans-
ports of 4,000/5,000 tons and 6 DDs., Its speed wes O to 7 knots,
This convoy w-s destroycd by cerrier-type planes. A message wes
rcecived from this convoy stating thot they were being attecked

by 100 cerrier=besed plenes., FPossibly 1 DD survived, Number

Four convoy consisting of KASHII FERU, KINKA UVARU, KOZU MARU,
DesRon 1 oand 4 coesst cefense vessels left MANILA on 7/ Novenber.

Tt pasced thru TABAYAS Bay, MOMPOC Pess, IIASBATE Pass, BLACK

ROCK Pass, to the CI/MOTES Ses onc hugged the west coast of LLYIn
very closee On the evening of th 9th es convoy rounded the
southern tip of peninsula west of ORMOC,it wes attacked =nd
surprised by 20-30 B-25's end 15 or 16 P-38!s which came out of
hills from the north. The KASEI1 MARU had all lozding tackle
destroyed and landing barges on deck destroyed. The KINKA MARU
suffered slight denage to engines snd slso suffered some dsrefe

to deck equinment. The K0ZU MLRU also suffered temporary engilne
trovble and deck damege. No inportent damege wes done to escorts,
but considerable cosurlties occurrcd., The melin dencge wns done
by bombs. Those bonbs which struck the hull did not do cnough
demeage to sink the ships - the sea being crlm et the tine,
Arriving =t ORMOC =t dusk on the 9th, the convoy anchored iust
west of QRMOC Pier. There were no further attreks That night,

At dewn on the 10th, P-38's arrived and herressed convoy all
dey, mostly strefing. 1t hed been plenned to discherge oll
cargo and personnel during the night znd to legve ot sunrisec,
Nothing could be unlozded ot night and no e¢srgo wes unlosded
becruse of the condition of deck equipment gnd leck of lsndin
boata, in &lr reid twe dsys before hed destroyed langling pry
on the beaches. However. all the Lrmy troops, epproximntely
brigsde, were put sshore by merns of the coast defense vesscls,
The convoy depsrted sbout 3 hours ofter sunrise. About noon et
southern tip of ORNOC Peninsula the convoy recelved seme Lypes

of atteck fronm 40 B-25's end 16 P-36's that wes experienced on
the ©th except this time we expected the attack. The KO0zU [1ARU
blew up and sanke The KASHII MARU received e bomb hit 1In bow
which started o fire which finally stopped ship and coused 1t

tb gink scversl bhours leter. The EIREL MARU receivec minor
damrge and easurlties snd returned to MANILA. Const Delense

Ship No. 11 wes beached ot OPMOC Peninsule as result of bomb hit
shd fire, Four DDs and 1. €oost defense shilp stayed with Kigtll
MARU which was slowed and burninge Two DDs cnd two coast defense
vessels eccompenied KINKA MARU. About 1400 the KINKA M.RU

eroup, Which stayed well out from shore, was attacked by B
more P=338's. One DD hrd bow blown off by bomb but wss esble to
retiurn to MLNILA. Personnel cesuslties were suffered ang very
minor demages were incurred by other shipse. The 4 DDs anc 1
corst defense vessel, after KASHII MARU senk, followed snd re-
joined off MASBATE. The following returned to MLFILA: KINKL
MLRU, 6 DDs ancd 3 cocst defense vessels, In [1.SBLTE Pass on
night of 10 November, convoy Number Threce pessed them enroute
south, Two or three of DI's from DesRon One left the KINKL MARU
G Joined ‘convey Number Three. This convey ., B8 steiéd betfore
Wwes sunk by eserrier gliy off north west LEYTE on 1l Novenper,

CS
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0+ Were you attackced by motor torpedo bosts in the FHILIPPINES?

Le On night of 31 October while anchored t ORMOC, motor tTorpcdo
boats were sighted nesr the erstern most COMOTE ISLIND, but the
defending destroyers prevented an sttack,

Qe Yhot wos your experience in the Cruiser 0I7

Le I WeS Neviratgr on her when she wes sunk st Letitude 13° North;
Longitude 114~ East, July 19,1944, ©She wes hit ot 1230 Jap=an

. , ; e ol ,

Centrel Tirie by one torpcedo on port side in after engine roorie 1The
shlp senk in five hours due to flooding end the breckling of the
ship ot the point of deriopge in the hlgh seasgs The 0L hed onée D
in conpsny which saved rbhout 65% of her personnel.
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