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Son armée était, & sa mart, de 129 mille hommes. It en danna & Toulorii
101 mille, divisés en trois corps, le centre (coul), liile droite (baraoun-car), et

V'aile gauche (tchaoun-car). Le centre n’était composé que de mille hommes,



qui formaient la garde de Tchinguiz-khah; c¢’était son propre r’egiment, com-
mandé par le noyan T:hagan, né tangoute, dont il avait pris soin deguis I’Age
de 13 ans, et qu’il appelait scn cinquidme fils. Tchagan était en méme temps
capitaine de la premiére compagnic de cette garde. Les autres centeniers étai-
ent attachés par des emplois aux quatre grands ordous, ou cours des quatre im-
pératrices’ femmes de Tchinghiz-khan, oie ils remplissaient les fonctions din-
tendants de la table, d’4cuyers, ete. Cerégiment était tenu aux mémes presta~
tions, en chev aux de relais en provisions de bouche ete, que les autres de
I'armé> Laile droite, forte de 38 mille hommes, était commandée le noyan
Bourgoudji de la tribu Erlate; i avait son propre régiment. L’aile giuche mo
62 mille hommes, obéissait 4 Moucouli, de la tribu (Tchelaire D’ohsson, His-
toire des Mongols, 11,3-4) -
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Now you must know that the Great Kaan hath set apart 12,000 of his men

who are distinguished by the name of Keshican as I have told you before; and on
each of these 12,000 Barons he bestows thirteen changes of raimant, which are all
different from one another: I mean that in one set the 12,000 are all of one colour;
the next 12,000 of another colour, and so on; so that they are of thirteen different

colours. These robes are garnighed with gems and pearls and other precious things



in a very rich and costly manner. And along with each of these changes AOm raiment,
1. e. 13 times in the year, he bestows on each of those 12,000 Barons a fine golden
girdle of great richness and value, and likewise a pair of boot; of Camut, that is to
say of Borgal, curiously wrought with silver thread; insomuch that when they are
clothed in these dresses every man of them looks like a king| And there isan estab-
lished order mw to which dress is to be worn at each of those thirteen feasts. The
Emperor himself also has his thirteen suits corresponding to those of his Barons;
in colour, I mean (though his are grander, richer, and costlier), so that he is al-
wavs arrayed in the same colour as hiz Barons, who are, ag it were, his comrades.
And vou may see that all this costs an amount which it is scarcely possible to ¢al-
culate. Now I have told you of the thirteen changes of raiment received from the
Prince by those 12,000 Barons, amounting in all to 156,000 suits of so great cost
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REBJERE SRR Wil
and value, to say nothing of the girdles and the boots which are also worth a great
sum of money. All this the Great Lord hath ordered, that he may attach the more
of grandeur and dignity to his festivals. (Yule, Marco Polo, [, 380-1)
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palace N R &K 5
Moreo er (at a spot in the park where there is a Charming Wood) he

Ji;
m
R

has another palace built of cane, of which I must give you a description.
It is gilt all over, and most elaborately finished inside. (It is stayed on gilt
and lackered columns, on each of which is a dragon all gilt, the tail of which
is attached to the column whilst the head supports the architrave, and the
clawe likewise are stretched out right and left to support the architrave).
The \w.ooﬁ like the rest, is formed of canes, ooé.amm with a varnish o strong

0 OREE =R A
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and excellent that no amount of rain will rot them. These canes are a good
3 palns in girth, and from 10 to 15 paces in length. (They are cut across
at each knot, and then the pieces are split so as to form from each two hollow
tiles, and with these the house is roofed, only every such tile of cane has to
be nailed down to prevent the wind from lifting it). In short, the whole
palace is built of these canes, which (I may mention) serve also for a great
variety of other useful purposes. The construction of the palace is so devised
that it can be taken down and put up again with great celerity; aud it can
all be taken to pieces and removed whithersoever the Emperor may command.
When erceted, it is braced (against mishaps from the wind) by more than
200 cords of silk. ()
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