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Some Qbfervations made in Scotland by that Ingenions Knight
8ir George Makenzie, fent in a Letter to My, James Gregory,
and by him communicated to the Publifber.

STR,

T were as needle(s as fruitlels to write a Hiftory of our
Land as toits ordinary qualities, produtions , fcituations,
and the like; or of the ordinary methods of manwring it for
Cornsand Fruits; fince I know little pradticed here, but what
isfoover all the Nation. I fhallina fhort time give you fome
account of fome e Marcafites and Minerals, that are found here,
after I have given a little time to examine fome Informa-
tions,

Of Earths 1 have little to fay ; only one of our moft or-
dinary Soyls for Barley-land, isan Earth digged and mixed
with Beafts-dung: Ina place near my dwelling there isa plot
of ground, lefs than one Acre, out of which for thefe many
years paft Earth hathbeen digged for the faid ufes and in two
years time it will grow up again, and fill the excavated place,
fo that it continually furnithes Soyl for the adjacent Lands.
An other like this I haveina Farm belonging to my felf,
twenty miles diftant from this, of the fame nature and quality.
Both are a {tiff Clayifh Earth, of a dark colour and moift.
Borh thefe places I have viewed thefe feveral years, and have
difcerned this truth: 1t will grow a foot high in two years.
Nothing makes our Land give greater increafe of Barley than
Sea-wrack (A4lga marina ;) but Lands often ufed to this manure
yield but bad Oats, and fmall quantity, and the husks both of
the Barley and Oats that grow on fuch Lands are thicker than
thofe that grow on other Lands,and thefe grains have alfo greater
mixture of darnel,

The Increafe that fome places in cur Ifles do yield is almoft
incredible, confidering the Climate ard Soyl. ~ For fome will
ordinarily yield fixteen or eighteen fold, as very honeft and
credible Farmers have often informed me from their continual
kxperience: Andinoft of thofe Lands, that yield fo well, are
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of avery fandy Soyl, and only manured with Sea-wrack. T
have a piece of Land in Lethbrooms:Parifb, that yields continu-
ally every year plentiful crcps of Bariey, without ever havirg
fo muchasone load of Manure, or any kind of addition laid
on it: Andthis it hath done paft memory. I have feen the
Cornof it feveral years; nor doth the Ground grow iefs, nor
is it exhaufled by yielding fuch plenty of Corn and Straw,
though it receives nd a<dition.  Whether it ke, that Rairs
wafh down matter eguivalent to manure from the adjacent
Hills (which yet cannot be difcerned, though izoked afier ;)
or whether its fertility proceeds from prolifick exha.ations
from a fubterranecus caufe, I wiilnot determine.

There are a.fo fome Fieids, that appear to be nothing ei/e
but a gathering of fwa'l Pebbles, infomuch that Earth caunct
be wel: difcerned amongit them ; yet do they yield zbundance
of good Corn, efpecial’y of Barley ; and more than contizu-
ous Lands that are not ftony. Whether this ke fromacciden-
tal Heat contradted Ly the preffure of thoft Stones; or frm
fuiphureous Salin emanations from themn (which yet I could
never force cut cf them ;) or whether it be from the reper-
cuffion of the fermenting exhalations that afcend, whichthe
force into the portionef Mould that ismixt with them ; 1leavs
to the Tudicious to confider.

As for our Herbs, I have nothing exgraordinary. Al 1 find
here, arein Hiftory, excepting one, which grows on Stony-
fhoars ; but becaufe 'tis not by me, I wili not venture to give
youits defcription now, leaft it fhould be tooimperfect.  One
particular I took notice of, which perhaps isno noveity to
you, as itisnone o our Highlanders; But Once itisto me, I
fha!l relateit, When they want Ink, they rake the Ron: of the
Iris paluftris lutea (yellow Water Flower-de-luce) andinfufe jc
twenty four hours in c'ear Founrain-water 5 others boy: i¢ a
iitie: The water will not be tinged toany height.  Then they
take a roughwhite Pebtie, and rub ic continually inthe water
ona knife orany pieceof ciean Steels and i lefs thanan hours
time thewater wil. become very black, andrto'erab’e goed Ink :
This [ cft praticed.

Our Forreftersailedge, thar whea Deer are wounded, they
li= on a certain Herb , which grows plentifuily in cur Forrefis,
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»ad that by its vertue the bleeding is francted, and the wonne
‘wealed, 1 did take a quantity of it, and reduced 12104 falve,
=vith Wax and Butter. ltsefiedt vasthacitheales too fug
fotrar I durft not adven:ure to ufe itinany deep wound = Lur
ior fuperficial fears it hatha very fuddenoperation, Atthattine
{ d.d not know this Herb by any rame; but now I find it to
Ye Afyhodelns Lawcafivie verus of Johnften , or ike Lancafbire
Alvhodtl.

[ cannot omit toadd here, that 'tis very ordinary to find Me-
lucco Beans on the fhoar of the Lewes or other our Wellerp
Hes. Theyare found falt to the fraiks, which the Cemman-Peo-
ple fuppofed to be Sea-tangles, and laughed at me, when [ faid
they were Land-beans: Which made nie to write to the Ear: of
Seafort, whiilt he lived in the Lewes, that I fuppefed, thefeap-
parent tangies were the ham of the Eeans, which by long lying
in the Sea might acquire that likenefs, His Lordfhip examired
the macter, and fourd icfo.  And ke likewife fent to me a piece
of a Cabbage-tree,that was found on that thoar. Itis obferva-
Lle,that the kernel of thefe Nuts will be frefh and fourd, and
the peopie make boxes for Snuff of the Bean-husk. Now, con-
fidering the fcituation of thofe Ifles with refpeét to any place
where Moluceo-beans grow, let the Obfervers of Tydes confider,
what reciprocations muft be imagined to adjuft the Eafternand
Weltern conftant Currents of the Main with the wafting of
thele Beans on places that lie fo far out of the road of any of
the direét Tydes: And if they grow only about the e Molucco-
ifics, or inno place on this fide the Eguator , 1t would feem more
probable, that they came by the Northern paflage,than any other
way. And their frefhnefs in the Kernel feems rather tohave
been kept in the Cold coufervatory, than in the Warm Baths cf
the other progrefs.
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