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EDITORIAL

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  letter  r ece nt ly  a p p e a r e d  in a re l i g i ou s  
p a p e r :—

“ M a n y  y e a r s  a g o  I w as  c a l l e d  u p o n  to  nurse a C h in es e  
g e n t le m a n  w h o  h a d  been  e d u c a t e d  in w estern  id e a s  a n d  
w a s  then l i v in g  in the west .  S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h  he  w o u l d  
o f t e n  talk to me  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  an d  a f te r  the g re a t  c r i s i s  had  
p a s s e d  a n d  he  was  on  the w a y  to r e c o v e r y  he w o u l d  
o f t e n  ex p re s s  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  our  E n g l i s h  fa i th,  a n d  at 
l e n g t h  just  b e f o r e  l e a v in g  us he  a n n o u n c e d  that  u p o n  
his  return to C h in a  he  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a Chr i s t ian .

“ Y e a r s  pass ed ,  a n d  then o n e  d a y  o n  the p la t f o r m  o f  
o n e  o f  our  p r o v i n c i a l  r a i l w a y  s t a t i ons  I met  m y  f o r m e r  
pat ient .  But w h a t  an enti rely  d i f f e rent  ma n  ! H e  to ld  
m e  that  in s t e ad  o f  b e c o m i n g  a Christ ian he had  b e c o m e  
an  ant i -Ch r i s t ia n ,  that  the Ne w  T e s t a m e n t  narrat ives  
w e r e  m a i n l y  m y th s ,  that  Chr i st  H i m s e l f  w as  but the 
i l l e g i t im at e  s o n  o f  M ar y  o f  Na zare th  a n d  H i s  cul t  a d e 
lus i on .  C h r i s t i a n i t y , j u d g e d  by  its ad he re nt s ,  he c o u l d  
not  but  r eg a rd  as a f raud.  W h e n  Chr i s t ians  sa id  with  
their  l ips .  “ J u d g e  n o t ”  they  real ly  m e a n t  “ an e y e  f o r  
an  e y e ”  as the i r  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  the earth 
revea led .  Chr i s t ian  c iv i l i s a t i o n  w as  m o r e  mater ia l i s t i c  
tha n  a n y  o t h e r ;  it im p o s e d  its rule b y  m i g h t a n d  n o t  b y  
a n y  h ig h er  m o t i v e  ; it e x p lo i t e d  in f er i o r  rac es  ; its p r in 
c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  a l l - a b s o r b i n g  in terest  w a s  that  o f  
g a r n e r i n g  as m uc h  p o w e r  a n d  w ea l t h  as p o s s ib le ,  a n d  
to  thi s  e n d  it ne ver  h es i ta ted  to sh ed  b l o o d  as the late 
w a r  fu l l y  p r o v e d ;  s o - c a l l e d  Chr i s t ia n  n a t i o n s  l i v ed  in 
f ear  o f  e a c h  o ther ,  a r m e d  s t e a d i l y  a g a i n s t  e a c h  other ,
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a n d  set an e x a m p l e  to  the rest  o f  the  w o r ld  o f  h ig h e s t  
e f f i c i e n cy  in the art o f  w h o l e s a l e  murder .  T h e  C h r i s 
t i an i ty  t'nev ha d  to o f f e r  to n o n - C h r i s t i a n  p e o p l e s  w a s  
n o  b l e ss in g ,  b u t  a curse.

By  the t ime  the s p e a k e r  c a s e d  I b e g a n  to w o n d e r  
in t o  w h a i  m a e ls t ro m  I m y s e l f  w a s  b e i n g  d r a w n ,  f o r  I 
k n e w  h im  to be  a true g e n t l e m a n ,  a m a n  o f  g rea t  culture 
a n d  l e a r n i n g a n d  o n e  w h o  w o u l d  n ev er  in any  c i r c u m 
s t an ce s  be t ray  a tr iend.  H is  s t a t em en t  d i s t ressed  m e —  
all the m or e  s o  b e c a u s e  I d id  no t  k n o w  e n o u g h  to be 
ab le  to r ep ly  to it e f f e c t ua l ly .  W h a t  a n s w e r  ca n  w e  
g i v e  to such  p e o p l e  w h e n  they  h a v e  l i v e d  a m o n g  us a n d  
s ee n  our  w ay s  o f  b e h a v i n g  or  t r av e l l e d  f a r  -and w i d e  
a n d  b e h e l d  our  t r eatment  o f  o thers  ?”

It is an e x a m p l e  o f  a not  in f re q ue n t  ex pe r i e nc e -  
W h a t -  rea l ly  l ies  at the b o t t o m  o f  the  t ro ub le  in a c a se  
l ik e  this ? T h e r e  are tw o  d i s t i n e t  di f f i cult i es .  T h e f i r s t  
is c o n c e r n e d  wi th  the c o n t e n t  o f  the Chr i s t ian Fa i th  an d  
the s e c o n d  is w i th  r e g a r d  to  Ch r i s t ian  C i v i l i z a t i o n .

T h e  C h i n e s e  g e n t l e m a n  re fe rred  to h a d  e v i d e n t l y  
r ea d  or  l i s te n ed  to  much  o f  the m o d e r n  r e - h a s h i n g  o f  
the ear ly  a n d  m e d i a e v a l  Jew is h  s l and ers  on  the h i s t o ry  
o f  Jesus Christ .  But his r e a d i n g  must  h av e  be en  v e r y  
su pe r f i c ia l  f o r  h i m to ha v e  b e e n  so  mis led .  T h e  l e a d i n g  
s c h o l a r s  o f  n o n - C h r i s t ia n  pe r su as io n  ag r e e  in g i v i n g  to 
Jesus o f  -Nazareth a h igh  p la ce  a m o n g  the l e a d e r s  o f  
pu re  th o u g h t  an d  m or a l i ty .  Dr  J o s e p h  K la u sn e r ,  a l o y a l  
Je w  d o e s  not  tak e  the Chr i s t ian  v i e w ,  but  h e  sa y s  in his 
b o o k  “ Jesus  o f  N a z a r e t h ”

“ Jesus is, f o r  the Jew is h  na t i on ,  a grea t  t e a ch e r  o f  
m o r a l i t y  a n d  an artist  in p a r a b le .  H e  is T H E  
mo ra l i s t  f o r  w h o m ,  in.  the re l i g i o u s  l i fe,  m o r a l i t y  
co u n ts  as e v e r y t h i n g ’’ .

A s  to  the q u es t i o n  o f  the s t o r y  o f  Jesus  b e i n g  m y 
th i cal ,  w e  m a y  qu ot e  B i s h o p  G o r e .  H e  w r i tes  :—

“ T n e  p e r s o n  pr e s e n te d  to us by  the G o s p e l s  is no t  in 
the  least  l i k e  the p r o d u c ts  o f  the  m y t h - m a k i n g  fac u l ty ,  
as w e  see  it in h i s t ory .  T h e  B u d d h a - m y t h  is fa i r ly  
eas i ly  s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  the h i s t or i c  man  S i d d h a r t h a  
G au ta m a.  It is the  sort  o f  m y th  that  w e  sh ou ld  h av e  e x 
p e c t e d  to g r o w  up- A n d  it is an e x c r e s c e n c e  u p o n  the 
h i s t or i ca l  f igure,  w h i c h  it, i n d e e d ,  c o n c e a l s  but  d o e s  not  
ob l i t e r a t e .  T h e  s a m e  is no t  at al l  true o f  the P e r s o n  in
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the G o s p e l s .  T h a t  F i g u r e  is, i n d e e d ,  l i f e - l ike  a n d  se l f -  
c o n s i s t e n t  in the h ig h e s t  deg ree .  It has  not  to  an y  a p 
p r e c i a b l e  ex tent  the v u lg ar i s in g  c ha ra c t er i s t i c s  o f  the 
my th .  .Moreover ,  it qui te  ov e r t o p s  any r a t i ona l  es t imate 
o f  w ha t  the i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  an y  i n d iv id u a l  o r  gr o u p  
c o u ld  ha v e  c o n c e i v e d  or  e x e c u t e d .............. T h e  f inal  d e 
termi na t io n  b e t w e e n  f a i t h  a n d  unfa i th  in the c a se  o f  
Jesus,  c e r ta in ly  rests u p o n  the c o n s i d e r a t i o n — D o  I o r  
no t f ind r o o m  in my  m i n d  f o r  the ia ea  o f  G o d  as the 
Cr eat or  an d  the R e d e e m e r  o f  men  in g e n e r a l  a n d  o f  
m y s e l f  in par t i cu lar ,  w h o  c o m e s  near  to m a n k i n d  a n d  to 
m e  at last  in a hu m an  c h a ra c t er — in Jesus  o f  Na zar e th  ? 
If  w e  ca n  f ind in our  m i n d  n o  r o o m  f o r  this  D i v i n e  
Sav i our ,  w e  sha l l  f ind me a ns ,  n o  do u b t ,  to  d i s p o s e  o f  
the e v i d e n c e .  But i f  w e  f ind r o o m  f o r  the idea ,  we  shal l  
a l so  f ind the e v i d e n c e  very  c o g e n t — e n o u g h ,  or  mor e  
than e n o u g h ,  to m a k e  the s e l f - c o m m it t a  1 o f  f a i th  the re a 
s o n a b l e  r e a c t i o n . ”  H e r e  is the real  issue,  a n d  it c o u l d  
not  b e  m o r e  c l e a r ly  stated.

A s  to the o th er  qu es t i on  w e  must  wi th  s h a m e  and  
s o r r o w  a d m it  that the c h a r g e  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  W e s t e r n  
C i v i l i z a t i o n  is in s o m e  r esp ec ts  justi f iee.  Ma ter ia l i s m 
an d  secu lar i s m ha v e  not  been  e r a d i c a t e d ,  th ou gh  it is 
far  f r o m  true to say that  C hr i s t ian  c iv i l i z a t i o n  is m or e  
m a ter ia l i s t i c  than a n y  other.  A s  a matter  o f  f a c t  there 
is n o  such th in g  as C hrist ian C ivi l i za t i on .  Ch r i s t i an i ty  
is not  a c iv i l i z a t i o n  but a spir i tual  l e ave n  that f u rn ish es  
c i v i l i z a t i on  with  mo ra l  ideal s .  Chr i s t ian i ty  is a p er so n a l  
r e la t i o n s h ip  o f  an i n d iv id u a l  w ith  G o d  T h a t  r e l a t i o n 
sh ip  wi l l  m o d i f y  his so c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and  in this w ay  
c i v i l i za t i o n  c a n n o t  he lp  b e i n g  a f f e c ted .  O t h e r w i s e  we  
sh o u l d  stil l  be  sa v a g es .
' T h e  att i tude d e n o t e d  in this  letter is not  u n c o m m o n  
a m o n g  p e o p l e  w h o  are u n a b le  or  u n w i l l i n g  to sea rch  
d e e p l y  an d  s i nc e re ly .  W e  are i n c l i n e d  to th in k  that 

'«the r o o t  o f  the d i f f iculty  is no t  in the i n t e l l i g e n c e  but in 
the wil l .  It is o f t e n  the c a se  that  such a ma n  is no t  u n 
ab le  to  be l i eve ,  but  that  he is u n w i l l i n g  to f o l l o w  fa i th  
to its c o n c l u s i o n  in r e p e n t a n c e ,  r e g e n e r a t i o n  and  o b e 
d ie n ce .
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E N Q U I R I N G  M I N D S .

A  contributor has kindly sent us the follow in g list of 
questions which have from  tim e to  tim e been asked bv Chinese  
students.

The enquirers were of different ages and sexes and were 
in d ifferent schools, som e C hristian  and som e G overnm ent 
Schools.

T h e questions are a ll believed to be bonafide enquiries 
after truth and are reproduced here that m issionaries and others  
m ay have the value o f  this indication as to the w av m inds are 
w orking.

1 . D oes C hrist love everyone in the w orld ?

2. D o  Christians have the sam e love as C h r is t?

3. W h y  has n o t C h ristian ity  developed like B uddhism  in
China ?

4. C hristian  education is better, so why do m ore people listen
to Buddhism .

(The priests at the W e n  Shu W a n  had sent out w ord that 
no one was to eat m eat.

The T e a c h e r : “ The Buddhists are  seeking the w orld ’s 
peace. Student (w istfu lly) “ M an y people seek peace” .

5 . W i l l  C h ristian ity  in future control the w orld ?

6 . Is  it  im p o rta n t for  Christians to  believe in the V irg in
B irth  and the R esu rrection ?

7. W h y  did C h rist d ie  fo r  people ? W h y  did H e  want other
people to ob tain  salvation  ? - *

8 . W h a t  relation has the B ib le  to human life  ?

9 . W h en  C h rist was on earth  why did the w inds and waves
obey H im  ?

1 0 . W h en  God created the world, why were som e people made
clever and others not ?

1 1 . W h a t  are the evidencas of a changed heart, if  it is changed
by C h rist ?
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12 . D oes teaching have any relation  to C h ristian ity  ?

13. W h v  are the words of a C hristian d ifferen t?  W h en
C h ristian s talk  the outside people say they know by  
our words th a t we are C hristians.

14-, W h v  does C h ristia n ity  inspire people to want better  
clothes and other th in g s?

15. W h v  are the ricli separated from, the poor in the hos
pitals ?

W h y  do the rich get m ore atten tion  ?

16. W h y  do C hristians say thev do not trust everyone?
W h v  are some Christians jealous ?

17 . I f  non-C hristians say unkind words to us should we answer
back ?

18. W h v  do tw entieth century young people have the attitude
thev do tow ards religion?

19. W h a t does C hristian ity  have to offer to the future of
China ?

2 0 . W h a t  relationship has C hristianity to the young people of
the twentieth ceuturv ?

2 1 . W h a t.re la tio n sh ip  has religion to our life ?

2 2 . O f w hat value is C h ristian ity  to the w orld ?

2 5. W h a t  knowledge need a C h ristia n  p ossess?

24 . W h a t  reckons as a  perfect C h ristia n ?

'25. D oes God really answ er p rayer?

2 6 . W h ere  does the soul come from  ?

2 7 . W h a t  is the value of w orsh ip?

28 . W h v  do a ll people w orship some kind of a God ?

29. I f  we do n ot believe in God is there any danger in the
future life  ?

30 . W a s  C h rist actually raised from  the dead?

31 . D o  troubles and C h ristia n ity  come togeth er?

3 2 . Should we use Chinese thoughts in in terpretin g  C h rist?

33 . Is  the Bible true or should it be changed ?

34 . H ow  did five loaves.and tw o fishes satisfy so m any people?

3 5 . H ow  did C h rist turn water into w in e?

3 6 . W h en  is the last d a y ?  H ow  should we prepare for i t ?
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There is very much thought provoking m aterial am ong  
these questions and perhaps some of them  w ill be hard to 
answ er w ithout a good deal of heart-searching am ong our
selves.

I t  is a suggestion w orth considering that when we arç  
aw av on the hills this sum m er we m ight gee together in small 
groups and discuss some o f the questions and see where they 
lead us in u n derstanding the minds of Chinese youth.

There is real seeking a fte r  truth here. L et the enquirer 
not go awav saving as a student did once say l ,I  went to that- 
church fo r  inspiration  and all I  got was a seat.

S I L H O U E T T E .

N o  one ever w rote about o ld -tim e E nglish  Inns like 
D ickens, H ave  we not sat with him  by the great cayernous 
fireside while the flames roared up the chim ney and cold  
draughts whistled round his back ? H is  stories of ghosts and 
m urders, m ysterious disappearanees and blenching stains on 
floor-board s have held us spell-bound tim e and again.

B ut w hat would Dickens have m ade of a Chinese inn ? I  
am  w riting in one now, just as D ickens w rote in h is. I t  is an 
ou t-o f-th e-w a v  place, far  from  the m ain roads and the advanc
ing tide o f hygiene. T here is no fire roaring in a cavernous 
chim nev-place. T h a t is the one mercv for which l a m  devoutly  
th an kfu l. The tem perature outside is somewhere about 95  
degrees in the dark. D arker still inside, the heat is augmented  
by a storm  lantern and a bundle of incense which I  am burning  
because I  happen to fancy that odour in preference to others. 
T here is no table. I  am  w riting on m y road -b ox, from  which  
m v sim ple m eal has ju st been cleared aw ay. There is a Lied 
and its little  inhabitants have already com e out to show their  
appreciation of m y arriv a l. C raw lin g or hop p in g according  
to their little  natures, they m anifest their welcome in no uncer
ta in  w ay. In  this they differ fro m  mine host, for  his attitude  
at m v approach was enigm atical to say the least. H e  m ight 
have been pleased, but he didn’t look like it. I  can hear him  
now  discussing w ith  m y splendid servant how much should be
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paid for my accom m odation , T hey started from  two polar 
points, the one being a dollar and the extrem e pole being a 
thousand oash. I  w onder if they w ill m eet at som e equatorial 
latitude of abopt half a dollar, or w hether the forceful character  
of the one will urge the oth er back into some m ore tem perate  
zone. A b ou t th at bed. B y the way it  was not the bed exactly  
but what I  found in the bed that set m v thoughts running 
along this subject of inns. Curiously enough I was leading  
only this m orning some yarns by Dickens w ritten  in “ The  
H o lly -T re e .”  Inns were n ot pleasant places to stay in, at 
least in W in te r -t im e , in M errie E n glan d . Y o u  alw ays got 
snowed up and were k ep t a prisoner for weeks. T here was 
always a ghost and you never failed  to see the shadow of a 
stealthy figure approaching ju st as the wind blew your candle  
out, leaving only the vision in your mind of the flash of an up
lifted dagger. I  was m editating along these cheerful lines this 
m orning on the road. W h en  I reached mine inn at sundown  
and was show n the only available room I suggested th at the 
straw m attress o f the bed m igh t be rem oved. N o t  th a t I  
object to straw , but I  hoped th a t the active population m ight 
thus be induced to em ploy them selves elsewhere for the night. 
M y daintv fingers alwavs shrink from  handling these mattresses, 
but my splendid servant b o ld ly  seized it and was about to roll 
it up and move it thence when lo ! w hat lay revealed beneath  
it but A  D a g g e r ! Y e s , a real, sharp, shining, pointed dagger. 
I  recoiled from  the sig h t. A fte r  my thoughts of the day and  
my fears for the night I  considered whether I  should n ot seek 
less dangerous quarters. M y  desire to leave that dark and 
ominous cham ber was intensified by the fact that it adjoined a 
place we do n ot talk  of but can’ t help know ing about. M y  per
plexed gaze roved around, while I  pondered m ine h ost’s 
assurance that there was no oth er room whatever. B ut to my 
delight I  spied a lo ft  approached by a crazy, broken ladder. 
H e thought me mad, but I  heeded n ot his scorn as I  scram bled  
up the broken treads and ensconced m yself and m y few belong
ings in this dark but daggerless dom ain.

S p e x .
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T H E  S P E C I A L  M E E T I N G  A T  W E N  S H U  W A N .

The students of the Language School, along w ith a few  
others, enjoyed a very special privilege on T hursday, Jlav 2 1 . 
W e  were conducted by i )r .  P helps to W en  Shu W an , the  
large B uddhist tem ple, near the N o rth  gate of the C itv . The  
tem ple is interesting in itself, but we were favoured in being 
invited to witness a p ir t  of the forty-n in e days cerem ony which 
has been going on there.

I  am  n ot sure of the exact reason fo r , aud significance of 
the m eeting. The chief figure was Do- G e S b if one of the m ost 
im portant of the Lam as, and belonging, I  understand, to  the 
Cninese sect of L im iis m . A  num ber of soldiers have been 
billed in the fighting oetween T ibetan s aud Chinese, and this  
was a sorr, ot m sm orial service, and p robably an attem p t to  
bring about pear-.e. The p olitica l significance of the affair is 
n ot definitely known.

H ow ever this did n ot detract from  our appreciation of 
w hat we saw and heard. W e  were first ushered into the re
ception room , and after som e tim e, the L am a him self came to 
receive us. He sat at one eud of the.room , and consented to 
give a sh ort talk on the doctrines of Buddhism . D r. Phelps  
interpreted, and it was apparently not easy, to render exactly  
all technical term s of Buddhism . Much of w hat the L am a  
said was very good, and we were able to agree. O f  course he 
emphasised the worthlessness of the body, and what a handicap  
it is in the strivin g for perfection. This attitude is well illus
trated by the answer the Lam a gave to  D r . Phelps when the 
la tte r  asked if be m ight take his picture. H e  replied that he 
had perm ission to photograph his ‘ worthless husk’, but could  
n ot photograph his real self. I t  was very interesting, and a 
great privilege to have an interview  w ith one of B uddism ’s 
great men.

A fter  th at we were invited to hear the special music. 
This service was being held in one of the rooms before an open 
square where the public stood, kept at a safe distance. W e  
were given a point of vantage at the doors, w ithin a few  feet 
of the priests. The latter were all T ibetan , in their yellowish  
robes, about tw enty in num ber. M ost of them  were m iddle
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aged, a few  old men and several very young bovs, « h o  aid  not 
seem to  be particu larly  impressed with the gravity o f the 
situation. The priests were seated on the floor at low tables, 
before the a ltar which was laden w ith offerings of fruits and 
sweets. The cerem ony consisted m ainly of chanting, ac
com panied by various form s of music. The instrum ents  
included bells, drums with their curved sticks, conch shells, 
and horns of various form s. The m usic cannot be described ; 
it  was very interesting, but of course meant litt le  to our 
untrained ears.

In addition to the chanting and music, there were o th er  
cerem onies, such as throw ing grain a t intervals. A lso  at cue 
tim e, tw o priests seized tw o sm all figures and rushed them to 
the street. The evil spirits had been driven into these figures 
which were then carried outside the tem ple. A fte r  the 
cerem ony was com pleted, the priests allow ed themselves to be 
photographed, and the in terior of the room , w ith its various 
appurtenances was also taken . In all, it was a very interesting  
and picturesque cerem ony, and one not com m only witnessed. 
Those of us who were fortunate enough to be present w ill not 
forget w hat we saw and heard.

H .B .C .

T H E  S P E C I A L  M E E T IN G S  A T  T H E  

W E N  S H U  W A N

The preceding artic le  has described the visit of the L a n 
guage School to the W e n  sliu  ^  an This article
will therefore chiefly concern itself with the leaflet given us at 
the Tem ple, and w ith the order of service we witnessed.

T h is particular gathering for 49 d ays had special 
significance, as the head lam a had been specially invited by all 
the leading m ilitary officials, each of w hom  contributed , it is 
said , $ 1 0 0 0  towards the expenses. This lam a is a fo llow er of 
the D alai L am a, with whose troops the Chinese have been re . 
centlv in conflict on the w estern fron tier, and it  was perhaps
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hoped that he would use his influence on his return tow ards a 
peaceful settlem ent of outstanding issues. In  the official leaflet 
th a t was given to us,— hundreds of which I  am told were d is
tributed on the streets— this wus naturally not stated. There  
it was said th=it this particular leathering owed its origin  to the 
fact that “ the whole of Szechuan including all cliissesof society  
were troubled at heart over the accumulated m isfortunes and  
difficulties or recent years” , and had therefore decided to open  
this Buddhist P eace C onvention for the South "W estern  
P rovinces order to “ rem ove the evil
influences and prav for peace” . F o r  this purpose they had  
invited  D o Gieh Geh H si being I  understand a
transliteration o f a T ibetan  title  roughly equivalent to M . A .) , 
and tw enty or more T ibetan  monks to hold special services for  
an extended period follow ing the ritual o f the H sien M i ( B #  
one of ths secr.s of larm ism ). Since the e\Til influences or cvcle  
o f suffering the leaflet goes on to state are due to the
accumulated evil deeds of men, so the removal of these influences 
w ill come from  the accumulated good deed sof m any. I f  people 
would only m anifest an attitude of sincere obedience to the Budd
h ist law, it would be of immense help tow ards changing the 
fortunes of the province, And so there was printed on the leaflet 
a b rief form  of ritual in five p a r ts :— 1. a hymn of praise to 
Buddha (see below) 2. the repetition of ‘L a  M o Da Bei Guan Shih 
Y in P u h  Sah ’ (ffi b  )> which they were urged
to repeat 100 , or 100 0 , or lO.OUO tim es the m ore the better.

phrase read lam o because apparently it re
presents a S anskrit original of that sound m eaning ‘ without 
desire’ ). 3. the repetition of the m ystic phrase ’o mane padme  
hum ’, ‘O  jewel in the lotus’. The repitition of this phrase is 
supposed so break the endless circle o f m igration s, and 
enable the devotee to acquire th a t exceptional m erit which will 
exem pt him  from  having to pass throusrh the six stages or
‘ roads- - « R j f c a - ) .
him  even from, the heavenly ‘ road and enable him  to
pass straigh t to heaven itself ), and become one of the
six  different kinds of m anifestations of B uddha. I t  w ill also 
enable him  to com m and favourable weather, to wipe out 
disaster, to  b rin g  a dead man out of hell in to  the cycle of 
transm igration, to prolong his life , and ob tain  the full answer 
to a ll his p rayers! 4 . a repetition of N o . 2. 5 . a kind of ‘d is
m issal’ hym n, in which the chief thought was a desire to be 
soon like B uddha, and reach the place he wished his disciples
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to atta in . The people were urged to use this ritual m orning  
and evening, and especially on the six davs (or ten on the 
stricter system ), on which the Buddhists fast. A t  the very 
end of the leaflet was a final injunction to use it oneself or pass 
it on t.o oth ers, to regard it as so m eth in " valuable and not 
throw  it on the ground. W ou ld  som ething of this sort be any  
use on our own trac ts?

The hym n of praise referred to above may be rou gh ly  
translated as follow s, (n .b. the ‘ blessed lig h t’, ‘sweet dew’ are 
all references to the doctrine of Buddha) :—

U nm easured is his wisdom, his eloquence great and deep,
A lon e  of all the world he sits unmoved above the waves.

T he ‘ blessed l is h t ’ with its radiance b righ t the ills 
of a thousand lives disperses,

The ‘sweet dew ’ removes from  men the troubles of 
ten thousand ages,

The ‘ brigh t green w illow ’ opens up the golden world  
above,

T h e ‘ red lotus’ bursting up reveals heaven’s pearly 
mansions ;

Isow  will [ give to Buddha eternal endless praise.

W h o  w illingly comes at the present tim e to m eet the needs 
of men.

The music and the chanting I  w ill not attem pt to desribe. 
A  little  has been said about it already in the preceding article. 
( I  was interested to notice M rs Anderson taking down the no
tation  of some of the chants, but was sorry to find she had left 
before what seemed to me the m ost interesting chant of the 
■whole 'm ass’ ). P erson ally  one felt that the hold of such services 
over the com m on people lav  in a m ysterious kind o f sem i
hypnotic feeling produced partly by the combined effect o f the 
peculiar music, the incense and the chanting, a feeling of som e
th in g  uncanny and sinister, of being face to face with m y
sterious powers.

T h e  service itself was divided into seven parts. (One of 
the priests was exceedingly kind in answ ering my questions 
and explaining the service). In  som e places I  was n ot quite  
clear, but there seemed to-be a repetition of a previous part of 
the service. I  m ay, how ever, have been m istaken in this. The 
seven chief parts of the service were as fo llo w s ;—
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1. Gw ei I Ging in which apparently the chief
idea was ‘ fa ith ’*  or crust, the reference being to the 
( I E .© )  Buddhism  : ‘ I go for refuge to Buddha (jj|Jj), 
to the L aw  and the Priesthood ((§■',.

2. F ab  Puh tih H sin  G ing ( *n '"'h icb  the
chief idea was that having gone io r  refuge to Buddha, 
the devotee m ust seek to develop the sp irit of Buddha 
in his own life . ’

3. Tsan K uei G ing corresponding roughly to 
C onfession.

4 . Thanksgiving

5. O ffering ( ) ^ ^ )  There are I  was given to understand  
eigh t kinds ot offering, viz. w ater for  washing the face, 
w ater for w ashing the feet, flowers, incense, ligh ts,, in
cense w ater, ca,kes, music.

6 . R epetition  of M ystic Phrases

7. H u ei H siang G ing ( ¡ S ) ( f i } ) a kind o f final dismissal 
chant, called ‘ huei nsiang’ apparently with the idea  
that just as the service began w ith  an expression of 
faith  in Buddha, so it ends by the worshipper ‘ re
turning, to him .

P ersonally I  came awav w ith three im pressions. F irs t  a 
rem inder of w hat Justin i la r tv r  meant by his logos sperm atikos; 
that God has revealed him self to the souls that seek him , that 
the ligh t that lighteth every man has been seen if but dim ly  
by the devotees of Buddha, and that therefore certain great 
truths find their place in Buddhism . Secondly,— and this was 
the more vivid im pression, as the truths contained in Buddhism  
are to be seen m ore clearly in its literature than in its popular 
form ,— a consciousness of the immen&e am ount of superstition  
that has overlaid the original teachings of Buddha. T h ird ly  
a new vision of the task before us as follow ers of C hrist, and a 
fresh realization th at ‘ we w restle n ot against flesh and b lood ’.

A . F . L u t l e y

* In  this article som e term s have been used w hich have 
for us a definite Christian content. T h is  has been done 
sim ply for lack of a better translation, and is not meant 
to im ply th at the Christian content is found in the 
original Buddhist expression.
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V I S I T  TO  T H E  W E N  S H U  W A N

A s I  look back to an afternoon som e few weeks ago, when 
the Language School m ember» made a trip  into the c ity , to 
visit the W en  Shu U a n  Tem ple, one or two things stand out 
very prom inently in my m em ory.

f i r s t  it was a hot afternoon— and I  fe lt a wee b it sorrv  
for m yself, but very much m ore sorrv for the crow ds of people 
clod d in g  along the burning streets.— and the crowds inside the 
T em ple standing in the blazing sun.

I  was very struck then— as I had been before, when I  first 
visited a T em ple— by the extrem e courtesy and d ignity of the 
priests who spoke to us, and escorted us around, yet I  fe lt very  
stron gly  a great lack of reverence, for  after all, the special 
music and gatherings of the tim e— were an act uf worship and 
supplication in the Tem ple, which is their equivalent to our 
Church.

One could not honestly say— that their hearts and minds 
were concentrated on the service— if one may call it such, they 
entered the inner court in a very hurried and irreverent 
m anner.

Y e t  surely there is much we can and must adm ire in their 
form  of religion — I  have no vast experience to speak from , this 
bein<; only my third  v isit to a Tem ple, but I  did w onder very  
much—-how some of their id ea ls  could be thoughtfully followed  
up— th e ir  trust to their beliefs and laws, they m ust too possess 
a faith  o f rare qual ity . P  robablv they would reply if  questioned  
— that our faith  in an unseen th o ’ ever present God was as “ far  
fetched” as I  feel their faith  in idols to be, but if we could only  
transfer the S pirit and M ind of Jesus, and H is W a y  of obtaining  
E verlastin g L ife — would not these staunch follow ers o f B udd
hism , be 'worthy and faith fu l to H im .

M .H .
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R E P O R T  OB' B I B L E  S C H O O L  A N D  O T H E R  

M E E T I N G S  H E L D  B Y  P A S T O R  H 3 U E H  

A T  P A O N I N G , A P R I L  1 6 - M A Y  13 , 1 9 3 1 .

The B ib le  School had been planned to sta rt about the end 
of the first moon or early in the second, but ow ing to a later  
engagem ent made by P a sto r  H sueli to conduct a fortn igh t's  
School at Suiting, the P aoaing gathering had to be postponed  
to about the m iddle of A p r il, which probablv lessened the  
attendance. The School was prim arily intended fo r  Chinese 
leaders, but others were not excluded. In  all 'M men were in 
residence at the T ra in in g  C ollege, eleven of these being leaders, 
one from  the B .C .M .S . d istrict. A m on g the others was a T aoist 
priest who had heard the P astor at Sin Chen P a , and as he 
seemed reallv  to  be seeking the truth  the P a sto r  was glad for  
him  to atten d . H e  shewed much atten tion . ( I t  rem ains to be 
seen what the result w ill be in his case'). There were m en in 
from  Ivw angyuan, Chao H ua, Sin  T ien T si (T h e School teacher 
had a week w ith us) P ach ow , Shunking, etc. The P astor had 
his ow n special method of helping the meu. A ft e r  early prayers  
usually led by one of themselves, (the P a sto r  rem aining in his 
room ) there was a forenoon session when each man was exp ect
ed to  give a brief ad d ress(10  m inutes) on a  te x t or texts selected  
from  a C hapter appointed bv the P a sto r . In  this w ay St. 
M a rk ’s Gospel, P h illip p ian s and finally Ephesians were gone 
through. The P astor said little  or noth in g between the 
addresses but, a fter listening patiently to  a ll, he would speak at  
som e length h im self, showing, them  how to bring out the  
spiritual teaching from, the C hapter or part o f it .

I n  the aftern oons each man was again expected to speak 
but this" tim e they selected their own portions, and were given  
a little  longer tim e (1 5  minutes). The men showed much in terest, 
both P astors and helpers and others, the p riest taking his turn  
with the rest. P astor Hsueh was recognised as a servant of 
God w ith a real spiritual experience of the truths he taught, 
and there was a w illingness shown to  receive help. A b ov e  the 
b lack-b oard  .there was a paper inscribed w ith tw o characters  
“ ask (your ow n) hear and the teaching was em inently
practical and searching. W ork ers  were warned of the danger
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of preaching w ithout practisin g, o f profession w ithout posses
sion, the P astor directing their attention to the L o r d ’s 
solemn w ords in S t. M atty  vii, -M a n y  w ill say to Me in that 
day L ord , Lord  did we not prophecy in T h y N am e . . . and 
then w ill I  profess unto them I  never knew you . . . ” H e  
warned against m erely studying the W o rd  in preparation fo r  
preaching and was especialJv insistent on not preaching just 
because o f being paid to  do i t !

P astor Hsueh's life  so adorns his doctrine that “ truth from  
his lips prevailed with double sw ay” ! H e  said privateiy that 
some of the men had really made progress on the line he 
specially emphasizes.

On Saturday afternoons there was no class, a num ber of 
the men going out preaching and tract distributing, while a few  
went with the local P astor, M r. K eo (who was very assiduous 
in attending the classes and took part) to the preaching H a ll.

The weekday evening meetings were also held in the C o l
iege, but were of a more general character. The sittin g  accom 
m odation was barely sufficient for  those who attended, some of 
the local Christians, the G ir ls ’ School teachers and som e elder 
scholars com ing, a few from  the B o vs ’ Sch ool, and nurses and  
some patients from  the H osp ita l. The wealthy M r. H siao was 
there twice at least. A fte r  the first two nights the addresses  
at these m eetings were all on the story of the R ich M an  and 
Lazarus. Few  preachers could hold the attention of th e ir  
audiences for so many nights On the same them e. The P astor  
has a wealth of illustration many being fro m  his own experience 
and m ost telling.

On the Sunday after a short m orning service in the 
C athedral the P astor, who spoke from  a p latform , so as to be 
heard more d istin ctly , preached a t considerable length, the 
discourse being broken m idway by a hym n. In the aftern oon  
and evening the m eetings were held in the old Church. Some 
verv helpful and unique addresses were given, that on the failure  
at A i and the exposure and punishm ent o f A cban  the troubler  
of Israel is like to live long in the m em ory of those who heard. 
The preacher constantly emphasized the need fo r  C hristians to 
be such in reality and not m erely in nam e, to be w illing to bear 
the cross; to set tb eir affection on things above, and by living  
trustful lives without carefulness to show that they were truly 
the children of the H eavenly F ath er . T e x ts  often quoted weie 
those in 2 C or. v. 1 5 !  “ One died fo r  all therefore a ll d ied : 
and H e  died for all, that they which liv^ should no longer live
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unto themselves but unto H im  who for their sakes died and rose 
a g a in ." ■

Once more God has suoken to the P aon ing Church and to 
those who came from  other p arts, bv the message sent through 
H is  serv an t! M ay  there be lasting results bringing gl.orv to 
H is  N am e 1

In  conclusion perhaps it should be said that one could not 
agree with the P astor in every point o f his expositions of 
Scripture but one thanks God that such a man has been raised 
up, a g ift from  the Ascended L ord to the Chinese Church, one 
so entirely given up to the .Master for H is use. M av “ his bow 
abide in strength” and he be still used to influence m an vb e to no 
longer h alf-an d -h alf Christians, but to “ wholly follow  the Lord  
their God !”

C . H . P a r s o n s .

T H E  U N I O N  M I S S I O N A R Y  T R A I N I N G  S C H O O L .

A  visit was recently paid by several m em bers o f the 
C hengtu  C om m unity to the L anguage School fo r  m issionaries. 
W e  were treated to  an exh ibition  of practical teaching methods 
and shown the progress made in one term by the students there. 
“ B ailer w ithout T ears” or “ R ad ica ls w ith Sm iles” seemed to be 
the kevnote of the school.

The use of the Phonetic S cript instead of R om an isation  
is certainly a great advantage, partly because the Chinese 
teacher can also use it . T h ere were interleaved tesc-books, 
cubes w ith radicals and all the appurtenances thereof, card 
m em orisers and flash cards, character charts w ritten large in 
tw o colours to distinguish the radical from  the phonetic. The  
N ew  Testam ent is re-translated  into Szechuan colloquial for  
elem en tary studv. A ll  these u p -to -d ate  m ethods for breaking  
down drudgery and m aking study a pleasure are great! v ap
preciated by the group of language students, who find the 
acquisition of the language reduced to its easiest and pleasantest 
term s and who have certainly made am azingly rapid progress 
in six  m onths. M r. M oncrieff and his sta ff o-f com petent 
Chinese teachers are to be sincerely congratulated on the work  
that is being done. '
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F L O R E N C E  N I G H T I N G A L E

1 8 2 0 -1 9 1 0

A  L I T T L E  more than 100 vears ago, a wealthy E nglishm an  
and his wife were traveling in I ta ly . Europe had then become 
safe for travelers because the wars o f N a p o l e o n  had come to 
an end at last. In  1 8 2 0 , this couple, M r. and AIrs. W i l l i a m  
N i g h t i n g a l e , and their little  daughter, P a r t h e n o p e , were in 
the city of Florence. There, on M av 12, another daughter was 
born to the N i g h t i n g a l e s . She was named for her birthplace. 
T h irtv -fo u r years later the whole w orld was to hear the nam e  
of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .

F rom  the tim e she was 5 years old F l o r e n c e  had two  
hom es in E n glan d . One was Lea H u rst, near the quaint village 
of Lea in D erbyshire. The other was E m blev P a rk , near 
R om sey. on the edge of the N ew  Forest.

B oth  homes were surrounded with beautiful old trees and 
flower gardens. F l o r e n c e  loved flowers and birds a n d  anim als. 
She loved babies, too, and although there were none in her own 
fam ily, she had a great many little  cousins in whose teethings 
and babv illnesses she was greatly interested.

Education

F l o r e n c e  was given a b e tter  education than was a t that 
tim e thought suitable for young ladies.

She was a good student and a quick one. B y  the tim e she 
was 17, she had read a truly form idable l is t  of books in both  
m odern and ancient languages. H e r  fa th er had trained her to 
think, clearly and the concentrate her m ind on w hat she had to 
do. T h is train in g was to help her greatly in later years when 
quick, clear th inking m eant the saving of lives. F l o r e n c e  was 
taught, as w ell, the usual manners and graces, which prepared  
her to  take her place in the social w orld . She and her sister
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s p e n t  a  s e a s o n  a b r o a d  a n d  'w e r e  t h e n  p r e s e n t e d  a t  c o u r t .  
F l o r e n c e  w a s  n o t  b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  s h e  p o s s e s s e d  c h a r m  a n d  d i s 
t i n c t i o n ,  a n d  w a s  a  g o o d ,  e v e n  a  w i t t v  t a l k e r .

Unhappiness

A lthough F l o r e n c e ’ s  life  was full and busy, both in 
London and at the country houses of her fam ily and friends, she 
was n ot happy. The occupations of a young ladv of fashion  
could not satisfy her keen mind and unbounded energy. The  
first »ecord we have of her desire to become a nurse is found in 
a  conversation which she had w iih the husband of J u i . i a  A\ a k d  

H o w e .  In  1 8 4 4 , D r . and M rs. H o w e  were staying with the 
N i g h t i n g a l e s  a t E m b lev . F l o r e n c e  said to  D r . H o w e  : “ I f
I  should determ ine to study nursing, and to  devote m y life to 
that profession, do you think it woujd be a dreadful th in g ?”

D r .  H o w e  r e p l i e d  : “ N o t  a  d r e a d f u l  t h i n g  a t  a l l .  I  t h i n k
i t  w o u l d  b e  a  v e r v  g o o d  t h i n g . ”

B ut to F l o r e n c e ’ s  parents and sister it did seem a d readful 
thing. In every way possible they tried to  turn F l o r e n c e  from  
her idea. B ut so definite was th a t idea th a t, shortlv a fte r  her 
talk  with D r. H o w e , the freedom  to nurse sick people became  
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ’ s strongest desire.

I t  is hard fo r  us toda}* to visualize what nursing was like in 
the first half of the nineteenth century. M an v nurses were 
untrained, coarse, ignorant w om en. Som etim es they were 
actually  cruel to their patients. A s  a result, m ost hospitals in 
E n gland , Scotland and Ireland were places of d irt and m isery 
and needless suffering. F l o r e n c e ’ s fam ily  fe lt  that thev could 
not allow  her to go io to  such conditions as these.

She was b itterly  disappointed when her m other refused to 
le t  her enter a hospital for  train in g . T o  distract her m ind, 
her fam ily sent her abroad w ith friends. W h erever she went 
she visited hospitals and learned what, she could o f organization  
and m ethods of nursing.

Happiness ■
A t  this p oint in the life  of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  came 

the first test of the quality of her d eterm in ation . Persistence  
m et opposition and conquered. V ain  were the attem pts of



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 111

F l o r e n c e ' s fam ily  to lure h e rfro n ; herpurpose b v  offering the  
distractions of travel and the gayer,ies of social life . In  1 851 , 
she entered the ¡Deaconess School at K aiserw erih  in Germ any  
for  a short term  o f training as a nurse. The life  there was hard 
and bleak, b u t F L O R E N C K  N i g h t i n g a l e  gloried in i t .  ¡She wrote 
her m o th e r : “ T h is is L ife .! I  wish for no other earth, on other
w orld but th is .”

In  185 3 , F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  took her first “ situ atio n .'’ 
She became the Supe rintenaent of an Establishm ent, for G e n tle 
women D uring Illness, in L ondon . Tiie fact that her patients 
were to be “ gentlew om en” partly reconciled her fam ily , but, 
even so, her m other did not understand 1ier. W  ith t-ears in her 
eyes, M rs. N i g h t i n g a l e  said : “ W e  are ducks and have hatched 
a wild sw an.1'

Outbreak o f the Crimean W ar
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  had been a vear in her situation  

when, in 1854 , the Crim ean W a r  broke out. R ussia, with an 
eye, on C onstantinople, had seized som e Turkish provinces on 
the D anube. T h is did not suit France and E n glan d , as it 
threatened their interests in the E ast. T h ey joined Turkey in 
a war on Russia, and the battleground was the C rim ea, a sm all 
peninsula thrust out into the B lack Sea. There the fleets of the 
allied powers landed their troops, and there, in Septem ber, 185 4 . 
was fought the first great battle  of the war, the battle  of the 
A lm a  R iv e r . The allies were victorious and E ngland went 
■wild w ith jo y .

The Call
B u t the rejoicing quickly changed to m ourning. The 

num ber of the killed and wounded was very large and presently 
charges of neglect toward the sick and wounded in the m ilitary  
hospital at Scutari were published in a London newspaper. 
There was one woman in E ngland who was readv, experienced  
in nursing, and anxious to serve, who could come to E n glan d ’s 
help in this hour of desperate need. Fortunately there was one 
E nglish m an  who knew it. T h e ir  letters to each oth er crossed 
in the m a il. One letter was from  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  
offering to go to the C rim ea w ith a party of nurses. The other  
was from  her friend, S i d n e y  H e r b e r t , the Secretary of W a r , 
asking her to go.
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W ith in  five days fro m  the tim e that each one had accepted 
the oth er’s offer, F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e , with a p arty  of  
th irty -e igh t nurses, was on her way to Scutari, the plant opposite  
C onstantinople where the m ilitary  hospitals were located . She 
left in a ¡rreat bu rst of enthusiasm . This F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n 
g a l e ,  of whom m ost people had never heard five days before, 
had becom e a popular heroine.

The Military Hospitals
D ark  as the picture of con dition s in the m ilitary hospitals  

had been painted in newspaper reports, the reality turned out 
to be darker still. F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  bad longed fo r  a 
job  equal to her ab ility  and energy. N ow  she had one. H e r  
tidy m ind and her capable fingers had alw aysitched to straighten  
out messes of any kind. N o w , in the hospitals at S cu ta ii, she 
found a huge muddle com plicated by en tan gling red tape. In  
her own w ords, she found “ The sanitary conditions of the hos
pital of Scutari were infei ior in p oin t of crow ding, ven tila tion , 
drainage, and cleanliness to any civil hospital, or to the poorest 
homes in the worst, parts of the civil population o f any large  
town that I  have seen.” O rdinary com forts for the sick and 
wounded were lacking and necessary surgical and medical supplies 
were often not forthcom ing. T here were not enough beds, 
“ there were no vessels for w ater, or  utensils of anv kind ; no 
soap, no tow els or cl oths ; no hospital clothes ; no chairs, tables, 
henches, nor any other lam p or candlestick but a b o ttle .”  O ften  
the wounded men were left lying in the u niform s they had worn  
on the battlefield .

I t  was eviden t th at there had been a com plete breakdown  
of m edical arrangem ents a t  the seat of war. N o  one person  
could, or w ould, assume responsibility for th isaw fu l failure. I t  
was not the tim e to exclaim , “ W h a t  a mess !"’ nor to ask, “ W h ose  
fault is i t ? ” T h a t could come later. The only thing that 
m attered then w as: H ere  is a jo b  to be done. F l o r e n c e

N i g h t i n g a l e  knew, of course, th at her position was a delicate  
one. W om en  nurses in an arm y hospital were unheard of and 
the prejudices of both the m edical and m ilitary  authorities m ust 
be overcom e.

The Em ergency
T he wounded from  the battle  of B alaklava began to arrive  

sh ortly a fte r  the party of nurses landed. In  the B arrack hos
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pital alone there were four m iles of wounded soldiers laid not 
eighteen inches ap art. The wounded lav up to the very door 
of the nurses quarters. F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  wrote hom e : 
“ L et no lady come out here who is n ot used to fatigue and 
p rivation .” She herself was known to he on her feet for  tw enty  
hours at a tim e. A lon g  with the permanent reform  which 
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  made with patient, persistence came 
this necessity for m eeting em ergencies.

Cleanliness
D uring the Crim ean W a r , no one dreamed that infections  

after surgical operations, or after wounds received in battle, 
were caused by tiuv living organism s. I t  was not until twenty 
years la ter that L i s t e r  introduced antiseptic m ethods in surgery 
by m aking practical use of the germ theory of infection taught 
by P a s t e u r . But F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  did know th a t  
efficient nursing dem ands cleanliness. She set herself to supply 
this necessity. She found “ not a basin, nor a towel, nor a bit 
of soap, nor a broom ,” in the whole place. One of the first 
things she asked for was a supply of sacking and 200  hard scrub 
Crushes for washing the iloors.

U p  to the tim e o f her arrival the largest number of shirts 
washed in a m onth had teen six. F lorence  N ig h t in g a l e  
installed a laundry at once and em ployed in it the wives who 
had follow ed their sold ier husbands to the fron t.

Cooking
A fter  startin g her clean-up cam paign, the next thing that 

F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  did was to install extra  “ d iet” kitchens 
with the supplies she. had laid in at M arseilles. Gone at last 
were the davs when sick and alm ost famished men found them 
selves confronted w ith hunks of m eat or bone or gristle  from  
the thirteen copper kettles in which all the food for the hospital 
had been cooked. N ow  the meals were well prepared and served 
on tim e and there were delicate jellies and broths to  be had 
when the doctors ordered them for th eir patients.

Storekeeping
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  setu p  a shop in a kitchen in her 

tow er. She was the storekeeper, the doctors were the custo
mers. The m edical officers found that they could get from  
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  necessary supplies which they could  
n ot possibly procure from  the official purveyor of the arm y.
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The Ministering Angel

T h e m ilitary  surgeons,-the orderlies, her own nurses, the 
P urveyor, saw in F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  the “ im pelling power 
of a brain  and a w ill” set to brin g order out of the chaos in the 
m ilita ry  hospitals. B u t to the sick and wounded and to the 
public at hom e, she was known as the A n gel of the Crim ea. A t  
n igh t when the medical officers had gone to bed and darkness 
and silence had settled dow n on those m iles of prostrate sick, 
she m ight be seen, alone w ith a lam p in her hand, m aking her 
solitary rounds. One boy wrote home in a lette r  which became 
fam ous :

“ W h a t  a co m fo rt it was to see her pass, even. She 
w ould speak to one and nod and sm ile to as m anv more ; 
but she could n ot do it all, von know . VVe lav there bv 
hundreds, but we could kiss her shadow as it fell, and lav 
our heads on the pilldw again content.

The men adored her. T hev saluted her as she passed down 
tbe wounded ranks. “ B efore  she cam e,” said one soldier, 
“ there was cussin’ and sw ea rin ’ , but after that it was ’o lv  as a 
church.” A n o th er , who had lost a leg at the A lm a  R iver said, 
“ I f  the Queen came fo r  to die, they ought to make her Queen, 
and I  th ink they w ould .”

T hev w rote hom e fo r  her. T hey saved their m oney for her. 
T h ey went through painful operations w ithout a m urm ur for  
her. She called them  “ her ch ild ren .” and the dead to her 
becam e “ the heroic d ead.”

W ith  all her other duties, F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  carried  
on a huge correspondence. Late at n igh t when the hospital 
was in darkness, she sat at her sm all unpainted table and wrote 
the dying messages of soldiers to th eir relatives, long reports 
to m inisters at hom e and to  m ilitary  and m edical officials at 
the seat of war. She filled page a fte r  page w ith recom m enda
tions, suggestions, critic ism s, sta tistics, and storekeeping  
accounts.

Results

Six m onths a fte r  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ’ s  arrival, the 
results o f h er activ ity  were clearly  apparent. O rder and 
cleanliness reigned in the wards. The h ospitals were better
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supplied. San itary im provem ents, so im portant that F l o r e n c e  
N i g h t i n g a l e  said thev had saved the B ritish  A rm v , had been 
carried out. M ost rem arkable of a ll , the death rate am ong the 
cases treated had fallen progressively from  420  a thousand in 
F ebruary, 1 8 5 5 , to tw enty-tw o a thousand in June, 1 8 5 5 .

In the Crimea

N o t  content with reform s at the hospital base, F l o r e n c e  
N i g h t i n g a l e  now set out to inspect hospitals at the seat of war. 
She m ade her first visit to the Crim ea in M av, 1 8 5 5 . Shortly  
a fte r  her arriv a l, she came down w ith what was called Crim ean  
fever. E ven  then, although she could not w alk, she could w rite, 
and w rite she did , until she became d elirious. W h en , a fte r  
m any weeks, she was well enough to be,m oved, she refused to 
return to E ngland. “ I  am  ready to stand out the w ar with  
any m a n ,” she said.

O n Septem ber 8 , 1 8 5 5 , Sebastopol fell. F rom  this date 
until the end of the war, F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  divided her 
tim e between Scutari and C rim ea. In  the Crim ea the w ork  
was very hard. She spent w hole days in the saddle, or was 
driven in a baggage cart over bleak and rockv roads. She 
stood for hours in the heavily falling snow. O ften  she did not 
reach her hut until late  at n igh t after walking for miles through  
perilous ravines,

A t  last the w ar came to an end. Peace was signed in P aris  
on M arch 30 , 1 85 6 . Four months later F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  
sailed for E ngland.

The Heroine

D uring F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ' s illness iu the C rim ea , all 
E ngland had held its breath . •

W h en  the bells were ringing ••Victory ! :’ a fter  the fall of 
Sebastopol, the nam e of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  was on every 
tongue. N ow  th a t the she was com ing hom e, a rousing welcom e  
was planned for her. She was to be transported on a m an -of- 
w ar. Three m ilitary  bands w ere to meet her at the station  
and plav h er home whenever she m ight arrive, by day or by  
n igh t.
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F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  refused the m a n -o f-w ar . On 
A u gu st 7, 1 8 5 6 , a la d v  drsessed in black entered the b a ck d o o r  
at Lea H urst. The old butler hastened to put her out. She 
lifted  h er veil ; it  was M iss F l o r e n c e . The heroine had not 
chosen to publish her tim e of arriv al.

A fter the W ar

F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  lived for m ore than h alf a century  
a fte r  her return from  the C rim ea and in all th a t tim e she 
practised the m ost rigid  seclusion in order to save strength for  
her w ork. T h e upper room s of her house in South Street, 
L on d on , becam e the center of a netw ork of reform  which 
spread over the w orld .

In  the heyday of her usefulness she, a sem i-in valid , lay  on 
her couch in her upper room , w ritin g, w ritin g, w ritin g. B elow  
iii the sittin g -ro om , great statesm en, fam ous generals, foreign  
royalties begged fo r  audiences. F o r  m anv vears, the newly  
appointed V icero y  to In dia  paid her a visit before leaving for  
his post. She had the adm iration  of Queen V i c t o r i a , who had 
said when she m et M iss N i g h t i n g a l e , “ Such a head ! I  wish 
we had her a t the W a r  Office.”

On h er return from  the C rim ea, her friends begged her to  
rest. R e s t !  H ow  could sh e? She could never fo rg e t the heroic 
dead. She could never forg et that m any of her “ ch ild ren ”  
were lyin g in th eir forgotten  graves from  causes which m igh t  
have been prevented.

H e r  experience in the Crim ea, when it was happening, had 
been her jo b . A fte r  it was over, it  had become an exam ple. 
She said : “ The sanitary history of the Crim ean cam paign . .
. is a com plete exam ple— h istory  does n ot afford its equal— of 
an arm y, after a great disaster arising from  neglects, having  
been brought into the highest state of health and efficiencv.”  
N ow  was the tim e to drive hom e the lesson of th is exam ple . 
'VS'ith the help of S i d n e y  H e r b e r t ,  she set out to refrom  the  
A rm y  M edical Service. She found th a t even in the arm y at  
hom e the death rate was nearly double th at of civ il life . “ Y o u  
m ig h t as well take 1 ,1 0 0  men every vear out upon Salisbury  
Plain  and shoot th em ,” she said grim lv .
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Sanitary Reform in the Arm y
She m et stubborn opposition, but in the end she forced  

the M in ister of State  for W a r  to appoint a com m ission to 
report upon the health of the arm y, sh e herself worked day 
and night to help the com m ission.

W h en  the report was finished the next task was to have its  
recom m endations put into effect. In the end this proved to be 
easy, as her friend, S i d n e y  H e r b e r t , became Secretary of S,tute 
for W a r . The arm y barracks were remodeled ; the responsi
bilities and duties o f F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ? old foe, the 
P urveyor, were accurately defined. A n  A rm v  M edical School 
was established, and the A rm v M edical Departm ent was re
organized on the principle that it is as much a part of the duty 
of the authorities to take care of the well soldier as it is to take 
care of the sick soldier. B v  1 8 6 ] , as a direct result of thes-e 
reform s, the death rate in the arm v at hom e had decreased by 
one-half since the davs o f the C rim ea.

Sanitary Reform in India
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  was not content with reform s  

directed toward the health  of the arm v at hom e. She reached 
out to the troops in In dia , and her main work for many y e a r s  
has been described as ‘ ‘H ealth  M issiona ry for Ia d ia .'’ A fte r  
an investigation into the existing sanitary conditions, of the 
Indian arm v. a com m ission, appointed at her suggestion and 
w orking with her assistance, did for the troops m India what 
sanitarv reform  had done for the arm y at home.

H er interests in In dia  spread from  the troops to the natives. 
She w orked in season and out of season for sanitary im prove
ments in native living conditions and for irrigation projects  
which would free the Indian farm ers from  their ever-present 
fear of fam ine.

The Nurses Training School
W h ile  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  was still  in the Crim ea, a 

m ovem ent was started t o  m a r k  in som e public manner the 
nation’s appteciation o f  h e r  s e r v i c e s .  I t  was decided to raise 
a  fund for the establishm ent of a  t r a i n i n g  school for nurses of 
which F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  w o u l d  b e  the head. Thisschool^



2 6  THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS

which was connected with S t. T h om as’s H osp ita l in L ondon , 
was opend on June 1 86 0 , with fifteen p robationers. On this 
m odest scal-e there was launched a scheme which was destined  
to  found the modern art and pra it ice o f trained nursing.

T o  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e , nursing was not a profession; 
it was a ‘ ‘ca llin g .” I t  required a sound knowledge of household  
h vgiene, som e knowledge of medicine and surgery, and an acute 
and sym pathetic faculty of obsei vat.ion. “ M erely  looking at 
the sick is not ob serving ,”  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  used to say.

Hospital Construction
The publication of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ' s N otes on 

H osp ita ls  in 1859  made her a recognized authority cm hospital 
construction. T h is book opened a new era in hospital reform . 
A ft e r  its publication she was deluged w ith requests.for advice  
in the building of new hospitals or in the reconstruction of old 
ones. T o her is largely  due the credit for w hatever is good in 
m odern h ospital design and construction.

^o widespread was the recognition of F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n 
g a l e ’ s authority on questions relating ro nursing and hospital 
construction th at she was officially consulted by the U nion  
G overnm ent during the Civil W a r  in the U n ited  States.

The Angel with a Flaming Sword
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  lived to be 90  years old . Just 

three years before her death, she was given the O rder of M erit 
by K in g  ICh w a r d  V I I .  T h is a very high honor. I t  was the 
first tim e that it had ever been bestowed on a woman. Con 
g ratu lition s came pouring in on F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  from  
all sides. The lon ger she lived, the greater became her fam e. 
In  the popular im agination, to the day of her death, she was 
the L ’ldv of the Lam p, the A ngel of the C rim ea, the tender 
w om an whose shadow the soldiers kissed as it fe ll on their 
pillow s. B ut to those with whom she worked during and after  
the Crim ean W a r , she was an angel with a flam ing sw ord. H e r  
m in d was the swro r d — hard , sharp, b rillia n t. Passionately she 
used it to do battle for those whom she saw suffering needlessly. 
R uth lessly she bared the easy-goin g inefficiency which hitherto  
had made a disgrace of sanitation and nursing, both in m ilitary  
and civil life . W ith o u t sentim ent, she pointed out the remedies 
and worked ceaselessly for their adoption.
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H e r  spectacular experience in the Crim ea was to F lo h k n ck  
N i g h t i n g a l e  only one incident of the life  work she had chosen. 
Y e t  w hat th rills , w hat splendor, w hat dreams of service it 
m eant to the children and young women of her day ! Through  
her heroism , nursing became glorified, i^iie lifted  it from  its 
low ly state to th a t of one of the greatest professions which 
woman can fo llow . I t  has been said that “ no woman who was 
not canonized, or who had not worn (or been deprived of) a 
crown, has ever excited  am ong her sex so much passionate and 
affectionate ad m iration , and set so many an exam ple as 
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e . ”

S O M E  T H I N G S  W O R T H  K N O W I N G

1 00%  protection agairst rust for your needles wlien not in 
use is to put them  into a sm all seamless tin  box, such as a 
typew riter ribbon box, with a spoonful of vaseline. Place the 
box on the stove to m elt the vaseline, which should be enough 
to cover the needles.

A t  the mountains particularly many of us have been 
troubled with the pest com m only known as ‘ ‘ S ilverfish” . Due 
to an insatiable appetite for  starches thev eat cloth book  
bindings, the sizing on papers etc. A dvantage may be taken 
of this craving by m aking a poison paste and spreading it on 
bits o f cardboard which should be placed in the drawers,book  
shelves, or places frequented bv the silverfish. The f o l l o w i n g  

form ula has been found effective. F lour, cup; arsenic. 1 /8  
ou n ce; and water sufficient to nlake a 'thin paste b y  boiling. 
Care should be taken to keep this out of the reach of child ten.
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T H E  B I R D S  O E  O U R  M O  I N T  A IX  R E S O R T S .

(icon t in u ed  f r o m  M a y  N ew s)

B oth  a t  Beh Lu D ing and at Om ei Slian we get a small 
chickadeelike tit , but it id n ot the same bird in the tw o places. 
A t  H sin  lva-i S i it is the C entral China G rey T it , the same one 
w hich is com m on a t our low er altitudes the, year round. This  
bird is com m on also at S in tien tsi, and apparently roars its young 
there. A t  Beh Lu D ing we have the G reen-backed T it , which 
is one of our w inter visitors here in C hengtu. I t  builds 
around our budgalow s, and is one o f  our m ost sociable little  
neighbors. I  believe there is also a t it  at the Golden Sum m it, 
but am n ot sure of the species.

T h e sm aller R ed -headediTit. whdoh is com m on-w ith us here 
on the plain th roughout th e  year, is present in som e num bers 
at Sintientsi, and apparently nests there. B ut I  have not 
recorded it at our other resorts.

T he Silver E v e  is a bird which we have p robably noticed  
m ore often in cages than in its natural sta te . Gee and M offe tt  
w rite th a t “ T h is is considered the m ost genteel of all the Chinese  
cage birds, and one mav usually note the neat clothes and polite  
manners of the gentlem en who keep th em .”  I  believe this is 
equally true here in W e s t  C hina. T know from  sad experience  
that it  is n ot easv to keep the little  things alive, and th a t they  
require very especial care and feeding. The little  fellow  is 
four and one half inches lon g , green in color, with th roat and 
under tail coverts yellow , and abdom en w hite. I t  gets its name 
of S ilver Eve from  a ring of sm all w hite feathers which surround  
the eye. These are quite com m on both at Beh L u  D ing and at  
H sin  K a i S i, and Baker states that they are perhaps the m ost 
com m on bird in K u lin g . T h ev  generally keep in sm all flo ck s, 
som etim es in com pany with other sm all birds. The bird  has a 
sh rill little  ch irp , and the air som etim es seems to be fu ll of this  
sound for a few m om ents, as a flock pauses fo r  a b rief v isit in  
the neighborhood of ones bungalow .

A t  Beh Lu D in g  we have another species, the Brow n-flanked  
S ilver E ve , which is very sim ilar except fo r  rufous brown flanks. 
T hey are usuallv seen in com pany with the others. I  have seen
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both these birds here in Chengru in m igration . And I  was much 
surprised, two years ago to have a nest brought to me with eggs, 
which seemed to answer the description of the eggs anti ue-t of 
the Brow n-flanked Silver E ye . The bird had bu ilt in the ivv  
surrounding one of the residences here on our campus, and been 
disturbed bv painters.

A  strik in g  bird at Chin Chen Shan, which is also occa.sion- 
allv seeu at.- O .nei, is the W hite-headed Black Bulbul, known bv 
Beh Lao K o  ( W h ite  Hea.d). In the mature bird the whole head 
and neck are pure w hite, and the rest af the bird jet black, so 
there is no m istaking him  if you once get a real look at him. 
H e is a fa ir ly  large bird , nine and one half inches in length.

A n oth er com m on bird at Chin Chen Shan, m et with  
occasionallv at other low er altitudes, is the Black D ron go. I t  
is tw elve inches in length, of an irridescent black color. The 
striking part about h im  is the long, deeplv fo ik ed  tail, with 
feathers sligh tly  turned up at the outer corners, giving it a sort 
of fish-tail appearance.

Still an oth er very com m on bird at Chin Chen Shan is the 
Golden O riole. One afternoon we estim ated that there must 
be as many as tw entv birds, flying hack and forth  across the  
deep ravine. I  am told that these are also in evidence at 
Silverdale.

A lon g  the m ountain st .-earns one meets with the Plum beous 
W a te r  R ed start, described in a previous issue. T here is also 
the Chinese F ork ta il, a large s tr ik in g  bird, with, a <ic-< ph- 
forked black and w hite ta il. This ta il is usually spieao e s  he 
flies, and this makes his identification easy. The mantle is also 
black and white.

A noth er interesting bird of the m ountain stream s, which  
you are likelv to see a t  O i P o D ong, or at F ly in g  B ridges, is 
the South China D ipper. I t  is e ig h t and one h alf inches in 
length, plump of body and short of tail, and is a uniform  dark  
reddish, alm ost m aroon-brow n in color. I t  wades and dives 
into the mountain stream s in their very sw iftest places, m aking  
ODe wonder if it  is n o t related to the fishes 1

A t  Beh Lu D in g and higher altitudes one m eets with the 
Large W h ite -ru m ped  S w ift. T h is is another bird w^hich gives 
one the satisfaction of leaving no doubt as to its id en tity . 
W h a t a feeling of strength and poise it  gives us, as it  glides  
and wheels in the a ir well above us, when we think we have 
alreadv attained to quite an a ltitu d e!
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I f  you are fortunate you may catch a glim pse of the Chinese 
P aradise F lycatch er. 1 have seen it m ore than once below the 
D e v il’s Staircase a t Beh Lu Bing., and also at C hin Chen Shan.
T did not record it at O m ei, but think that it  must be there. 
T h e m ale iu his fu ll plum age is seventeen and one h alf inches 
lon g , of which twelve and one half inches is ta il. In  summer 
plum age the head is an irridescent blue black, and the rest of 
the body a b righ t rufous. In  w inter the rufous of the male 
turns to w hite. In  th is phase of its plum age the bird m ay be 
seen at Chungking. The fem ale does not have the \ery long  
ta il, but in colorin g she resem bles the m ale in his rufous 
phase.

A n oth er bird which will give you a real th rill if you can 
catch  a sigh t of it is the Y e llow -b ack ed  S u n b iid . This bird 
also  has a ta il long in proportion  to the rest of the body, but 
even so the tota l measures but little  over five inches. A s it 
flashes into sight, and oat again , one wonders w hether it  can 
be th at a hum m ing bird has come to visit us. M ost of the  
body is a b r illia n t scarlet, and o fte n  this is all the color one 
sees, as he pauses just fo r  an instant, and then hurries on. The  
rump is yellow , and elongated tail blue and black. I  have re
corded it both at O m ei and at Beh L u D in g .

W ith  this num ber we com plete our year w ith the birds, 
and so bring our series of notes to an en d. A  few statem ents  
w hich have been made need revision . D u rin g this year the 
Chinese Blue M agpie has n ot been one o f the com m on  birds of 
the U n io n  U n iv ersity  cam pus. G rey S tarlin gs were also hardly  
seen on the campus this Spring, ana only a single specimen of 
the Y ellow -h ead ed  W a g ta il was recorded. The rooks do not 
seem to  have le ft  the cam pus as I  prophecied that they would. 
W h eth er  these variation s from  the usual have been due to 
sligh tly  d ifferent weather is hard to say.

One G rey W a g ta il  was seen near the U . U .  cam pus at the 
end  of M ay, considerably later than I  have ever seen it here 
before, The G reat H aw k  Cuckoo has been conspicuous by its 
absence this year, though we have heard its  call a few tim es. 
The Indian  Cuckoo has been heard more often . D uring 1 9 2 8  
and 1929  the proportion was exactly  reversed. The Great 
H aw k  C uckoo, or “ B rain  F ever” bird, seems to  belong espe
cially to the very h ot w eather of M ay and June, such as we have 
h ard ly  experienced this year and last . 1 he Indian Cuckoo, on  
the oth er hand, is evidently more likely to make him self heard 
when the w eather is not so h ot.
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The herons also deem to be varying their usual habits this 
year. The L itt le  E gret I have not recorded at all so far . The  
Pond H eron has been seen a few  tim es. But the Ciuram on  
B ittern , which I  mentioned as being the least com m on of the 
three, has been the m ost com m on, one even nesting in  an oats 
field near the clock tow er.

W ith  these e x ce p ticn sl believe the statem ants made have 
been correct. A s stated in the first issue thenot.es have dealt 
m ainly with identification and appreciation of our feathered  
friends, while great problems such as utilitarian  values to 
farm ers and others, nesting h ab its, m igration  io u tf ?, etc. etc., 
have been alm ost untouched. The, series as a whole is therefore  
m erely an introduction to the subject.

June 1 931 .

J a \ f  B . I ) y e

Editorial Note.

T h is is the last of the svries of articles on birds contributed  
by M rs. D ye. The E d ito r  wishes to thank M rs. D ye  very 
co rd ially  for  this most interesting series. W e  have heard from  
m any readers how much the articles have been enjoyed by old 
and young. W e  hope that M rs. D ve w ill la ter on continue to 
send us som e sim ilar kind of series.

The “ N ew s” would be easier to e d it and would be a more 
valuable paper if we had a few m ore con tribu tors as generous 
and inform ative as M rs. Dve.

E d i t o r .

B o r n— T o R e v . and Mrs. M arion  H. D uncan, T ibetan  
C hristian  M ission, B atang, Sze., on M on d ay ,M a y 19th , a 
son, Pxobert M alcolm .
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T H E  .M IS S IO N A R Y  T R A I N I N G  S C H O O L .

A fter  having been closed in January, 1 9 2 7 , the M issionary  
T rain in g School re-opened on the eleventh of last isovem ber  
and has now com pleted the greater part of a year’s w ork. 
Fourteen students have been in attendance, three from  E ngland  
five from  the U n ited  States, and six from  Canada.

T he daily tim e-tab le  makes provision for seven periods 
of forty  minutes each, tw o as a rule being spent by each student 
in a class of six , t wo or three in a class of three, tw o with a 
personal teacher, and one daily period every other week alone 
w ithout a teacher. W ith  a w eekly shift of teachers and  
class-m ates th e  whole cycle is com pleted in six weeks.

W e  strive to be thorough-going in our application of two 
fundam ental p rin cip les: (1 )  Teach first the livin g speech 
form s, the spoken language as it  is heard in this part of C hina -, 
and (2 ) Train ear and tongue before eye and hand. W e  m ight 
alm ost say we have no tex t-b o o k  for the greater part of our 
language w ork. T o  be sure, we do use loose lesson sheets for  
review, and B aller’a M andarin P rim er and N ew  Testam ent 
V oca b u lary  fo r  reference. B ut before the eye of the student 
rests upon a sentence in any of thé printed lesson m aterials, 
th at sentence has first been presented orally  by the class teacher 
w ith such explanation and illustration (also oral) as may be 
required, and it has been spoken one or more tim es by the 
student, repeating after the teacher. H e  is therefore fa ir ly  
fam ilia r with m ost of the m ateria l in B ailer’s P rim er, John ’s 
Gospel and oth er lesson m aterials with respect to their oral 
aspects and thought content before he meets with them in print. 
I f  the printed form  happens to differ from  our colloquial usage, 
he haa first made the acquaintance of the spoken form , and this  
fo rm  receives much the greater em phasis until he can be safely  
Crusted to make it the model of his own efforts a t oral com 
position.

The second of our tw o principles enumerated above  
determines very largely our procedure ; the first of them  
determ ines the m aterials to be taught. W e  have felt the need  
of m ore m aterial in W estern  M andarin C olloquial of a sim p le  
elem entary type than has h itherto been available, and have
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considerablvincreased the supply bv having the twenty reading 
lessons in cart two of Bailer's -I d io m  a Lesson” , H eading  
Lessons six to nineteen of B iller ’s M andarin P rim er, a few  
stories, several prayers. the parables o f the C ood Sam aritan  
and the P rodigal Son. together with chapters 4, 6, and 9 of  
John ’s Gospel done over into W estern M andarin. \\ e have 
further had the illustrative sentences in B ailer’s M andarin  
P rim er, averaging about fiftv to the lesson, put on cards, the 
lv ig lish  on one side and an appropiiate W estern M andarin  
colloquial equivalent (differing ia rgelv at tim es from  B a ile r ’s 
Chinese text.) on the other. The students spend considerable  
tim e in oral d rill on this m aterial, and then read the colloquial 
version before turnin'.' either to B a iler ’s prim er, or the U nion  
Version o? John’s gospel. A ttack in g the m aterial from  this 
angic, th “ v have no difficulty in understanding the texts as 
t ’nev read them , and their own speech is not undulv influenced 
bv the iion-colloquial form s thev meet with in their reading.

In addition  to thorough d rill, intensive study, and m astery  
of a certain body of m aterial, we want other m aterial suitable  
for rapid sight read in.?. Id ea llv , this should introduce very 
litt le  i’l th? vxv of new vocabulary and construction ; our aim  
is defeated if the student cannot read m ost the mate rial fairly  
rapidly and at sigh t. Our aim  is likewise frustrated if the 
student can get hold of this m aterial beforehand and -p re p a re ” 
the lesson. For this purpose we have the reading lessons 
w ritten in large characters on sheets of heavy ledger taper, 
about 100 characters to the sheet, and keep them locked away 
except when in use. F or these lessons we have drawn on 
stories about the heroes of the Three K in gdom s, other w ell- 
known Chinese stories, conversation lessons suitable to various 
occasions, and other m aterials both original and adapted, in 
all cases, o f course, putting them into W estern  Mandarin  
speech.

The oral m astery of the language m aterial studied, in both  
its  active and its receptive aspects, is, we feel, far  the m ost 
im portan t part of the first year course. To test this m astery  
we have, from  tim e to tim e, a ten-m inute aural comprehension  
test. To test the active vocabulary this consists of E nglish  
term s; to test the passive vocabulary it consists of Chinese 
term s, usually sixty in number, gleaned from  the m aterials  
studied n ot long before bv the class. A s these term s are read 
before the class, each term  once only and with just enough tim e  
for  the students to set down an equivalent expression in the 
other language, thev make their entries on blanks provided for
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the purpose. Each student scores liis own paper and retains it 
fo r  further reference. A  carbon duplicate o f the student’s 
score on each item  is turned in to the (¡¡rector who fii.ds these 
fo rtn igh tly  ten -m in u te tests of considera ble diagnostic value. 
T h e students are encouraged to add vocabulary m aterial oniv 
as fast as they can assim ilate it, and to review it until thev have 
assim ilated it.

W e  are using this year for the first tim e ; wo very valuable 
devices which we owe to friends in other parts of C hina, the 
filing folder to P ro f. C . H . Itobertson of the Y . M .C . A ., and 
the tw o-lin e sta ff for position w riting of tones to the N anking  
L anguage School, w ith some of whose students the w riter was 
associated in Shanghai in 1 9 ^7 - li8. F o r  the first device an 
ordinary filing folder o f stiff m anila paper is ruled off into 
2 -inch squares, of which it w ill nicely accom odate fo rty . Then  
w ith  a punch or chisel, locally made at, a cost of forty or fifty 
cents, a curved tab is punched at the bottom  and at one side of 
each square. F orty  li-iuch character recognition cards can 
now be filed in this folder, which has decided advantages in 
several ways over a sim ila r pack o f cards bunched in an 
envelope or a box or held by an elastic band. Six or eight 
folders can be punched at once,and it pavs to use them  for the 
study of Chinese ch a ra cters ; forty  are in sight at once, and 
thev can easily be moved about or replaced by others when 
learned. F rom  P ro f. R ob ertson  w e also learned the d esirab il
ity  of staking off our claim s on the Chinese language in 
sizable lots rather than in small drib lets. Instead of m aking  
sm all daily  assignm ents o f characters for w riting and recogni
tion , proverbs for m em orizing, e tc ., we have experim ented with  
assigning characters for recognit ion in groups of 40 ; 
characters for w riting, radicals to be mastered and proverbs 
to  be m em orized in blocks of '20, and then allow ing a week for  
m astery. W e  find it a decided im provem ent over the plan of 
d aily  drib lets for w ork of this character.

The readers of the S e w s  have no doubt all seen English  
copy books with double ruling, one line for all letters to rest 
on, and another to show how high such sm all letters as a, c, e. 
m, and n, should be w ritten. In  our exercise books these two 
lines are a quarter inch apart, and pairs of lines are a half 
inch apart. There you have the tw o-lin e staff. W e use it 
chiefly with the Chinese phonetic script w-ritten horizontally, 
but it could be used equally well with rom anization or (a little  
more wridelv spaced) w ith characters. Tones are represented 
by position on the staff, just as notes are in music by position
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on a five-line staff. To represent the W e st China tones we 
write first, cone words just a hove the upper line, second tone 
words just below the lower line, third tone words so that they 
are neatlv bisected by the upper line ; fourth tone words are 
intersected bv the low er line, and fifth tone words are written  
between the lilies (or, if preferred, in the second tone position). 
These positions correspond nearly enough to the relative pitch 
of the several tones, so that the positions are quickly l e a r n e d  
and are soon naturally associated with the corresponding tones. 
The advantage o f the system  is that it is im possible to 
dissociate worn and tone : the tone must be identified before the 
student can w rite the word. Tones s im jly  cannot be ignored  
or become an afterthought when dealt with in this fashion. 
T h e results have surpassed our expectations. At tlie end of a 
very few m onths the students are surer of their tour? and give  
them less conscious attention than any other group of students 
I  have known at the same stage of their study of the language.

W h ile  the director has been able to devote only about 
half his tim e to the work of the School, other responsibilities 
claim in g the other half, the response on the part of the students 
has been m ost gratify in g. Their progress is in no small measure 
due to the untiring patience and painstaking ca ie  o f the H ead  
Teacher, M r. P ’an, and his associates on the Chinese staff. Both  
teachers and students have loyally cooperated in nil that was 
expected of them , whether it invoi ved the m onotony of constant 
d rill, d rill, drill, or the triai of some newfangled device which 
m igh t prove interesting as a novel tv, but whose worth as a 
language tool was vet to be proved.

A  word of apology is due the language students resilient 
in other stations for my failure to render them any service in 
th eir attack on the language. N o t having half the tim e to 
give to the work of students in residence which should have 
been theirs in th is first year of organized sclion] v o i k  sifter a 
break of alm ost four years, I have Dot had the tim e to direct 
the w ork of students elsewhere. They are welcome to the use 
of the m aterials we have developed, but I  fear this is the extent 
of the contribution  I  can make to their studies at the present 
tim e. Perhaps 1 should state that the Gospel Selections in 
W estern  M andarin C olloquial m ay be had for tw enty-five  
cents, and a lim ited num ber of sets of the loose leaf m aterials 
(approxim ately 100  pages per set) for  $ 1 .3 0  each, postpaid in 
C hina. One set of the B ailer lesson cards is with the language 
students at M t. Om ei this summer, and a duplicate set is at 
Behluding. The students at these two resorts have also all
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the other m aterials described, in addition to som e not here  
described. I  am sure that they and their teachers will be 
happv to show and to explain it to those who may be interested.

J .E .  M okl'w ikfv , D ir e c t o b . •

R E S E A R C H  W O R K  I N  R E L I C I O N  IN  ,

W E S T  C H I N A *

H . G . B k ow h .

Inasm uch as we are all m em bers, I Trill n ot be charged  
w ith show ing sym ptom s of pooled self-esteem  if I b oasta  little  
b it in the name of our society . In  the first place, our president 
has given us cause for pride in all his public appearances. H is  
introduction of speakers and his closing rem arks have been 
appropriate, thoughtful and interesting. Incidentally , he has 
given each speaker a feeling of com petency. I  should like to 
have a paper to present every m outh. B ut more than that, 
and more seriously, M r . Dye has made us conscious at each 
m eeting of the wide scope research, of the th rob bing, on rushing 
life  in which we have a part, of the wide bearings of the various 
studies we have undertaken. W h ile  individual papers have 
dealt with the trees, the chairm an has tried to help us to an 
appreciative consciousness of the forest. Research has tw o  
possible purposes; one to help us to solve some practical human 
problem , the other, to lead to an understanding of some aspect 
of our circum stances which has substantial bearing upon our 
philosophy of h istory or of life . M r. Dye would make a fine 
president for such an association as I  have lately seen suggest
ed, ‘ -A n  A ssociation for the Prevention of Useless R esearch” .

A  second cause fo r  pride is the name of our societv. 
“ Research” has alm ost as pleasant a sound as “ M esopotam ia'''. 
I t  carries the gratify in g  susije.-t ion that we know all that is 
know n, that we have consolidated all the intellectual conquests 
o f the past, and that we are ready to push out upon the G obi 
desert of the U nknow n. A gain , the word ‘ 'b o rd e r” suggests

* Address at Annual Meeting of West China Border Research Society, 
Chengtu, May 23 , 1931.
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“ fron tiers’’ , ‘ 'pioneers” , and the possibility  of all sorts of 
adventures. In cid en tally , I have been very happy at the liberal 
interpretation that has been «riven o f late to this word. I  
believe in the liberal view. I t  allows one so .to speak, “ to hang  
one’s clothes on a h ickory lim b ’ , to keep dry, and safe, and 
still as it were to enjov the water.

The word border has another useful connotation. They  
sav it is easier to net monev for research when it has to do with 
ancient peoples or distant places, than when it deals w ith the 
near at hand. I  believe more money is being spent to -d ay in 
the studv of the religion of the ancients than in  analyzing our 
present dav condition s. A professor in a sem inary at home, 
bound up three years’ issue of a country newspaper for the 
library . H e was reprim anded for it. H ad  he been able to do 
the same thing for a like period of a thousand years ago, he 
would have received great applause, and probably an honorary  
degree. T h is same professor went into a sem inary library and 
asked for an atlas. X o  modern atlas was to be had, nothing  
later perhaps than the tim e of Julius Caesar or the H o ly  H om an  
E m p ire . In th is w av, we can see, religion has tended to be 
classed with history or archaeology, and research into actual 
religious conditions and forces right at home have been 
neglected. Som e preachers could tell us more about the popular 
revolt under Solom on’s successors than they could about the 
rural-urban conflict of 1931.

The reason for this condition is n ot hard to find. I  did 
not have a chance to ta lk  with any m edical men before this 
m eetinc so I  will sav tentatively that the science of anatom y  
developed before th at of p h ysiology, and that because it is an  
easier subject. F o r  a long tim e, religion has been studied as 
though it were anatom y. N ow adays it is beginning to be 
thought of in term s o f functions and of life . Even yet, at home, 
the departm ents of pastoral theology and religious education  
com e off rather poorly— for the very reason that should w arrant 
us in giving them  special consideration, that is, because they  
are very com plex and necessarily vague. T w o years ago, I  
chanced to sit beside a young man, a teacher of physics som e
where in the U n ited  States. In a chat w ith him , I  learned 
th at he was taking education in the U n iv ersity . H e  said, “ I 
cannot get any prom otion in my profession without taking this 
w ork in E ducation. I t  is vague stuff, isn’t it ? One could only  
answer, “ Y es , it is som ew hat com plex !” . I f  education requires 
study, much m ore does religion. W e  should go forw ard with  
the faith  expressed in such great words as “ Cast thy bread upon
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the w aters” , and “ S o  word shall return unto me void” , but at 
the sam e tim e we should be looking for the exact factor or 
factors which make people religious. Pasteur tried to isolate 
the germ  which causes ferm entation . W e  know there is som e
thing which makes children religious, th at, in some wav God is 
introduced to their conscious life  in a vital way. A s  we carry 
on w ith our w ork, we should be constantly considering just what 
such an experience is and how it may lead to the fruitfu lness for  
which we hope.

The interest, the n ovelty which the people in our home 
lands see in this d istant border country gives us a fine oppor
tunity to turn their attention to  a side of life  which for various 
reasons they overlook in their im m ediate environm ent. I t  is 
fo r  us to see to it that life  out here does not ‘ -fade into the light 
o f com m on d ay” .

I  was greatly pleased when at hom e the last tim e with the 
use o f the w ord “ areas” . E very  one was using the term . They  
spoke of “ teaching areas” , that is teaching relating to certain  
problem s. I  am  going to suggest som e areas along which we 
m igh t w ork here in W e st  China. In looking over our last 
journal, I  fe lt that we should increase our stress upon religion  
and education, and I  am hoping some of our new m em bers will 
correct this state o f affairs.

.Now, to come to areas. I  wish som e one would m ake a 
study of our C h ristian  religious leaders in W est China. Such 
a study would include a consideration of their number, w'here 
they have come from , how they were recruited, the equipm ent 
and m ethods which have been available for their education, their 
status in th eir com m unities, their livin g conditions, and the  
institutional equipm ent which they have for use in their work. 
In  this connection, we m ig h t make a study of the religious 
leadership of all sorts in a few com m unities. D r . F lexner in 
an investigation of m edical standards, found that an increase 
in the best type of m edical practitioners, increased the num ber 
o f the low est class. F or people who are here to develop religious 
leadership, it seems reasonable that we should be giving this  
subject a great deal of careful attention.

A  second area is that of character measurement, of charac
ter testing. Chave and Thurston have done som e w ork along 
this line. T w o books have come out during the last two or
three years the work of two men for the Character E ducation
E nquirvC om m ission . H artsh orn e and M av are the investigators. 
The first book is called “ Studies in D eceit” . I  should like to  
see the sam e tests given here. I t  would be interesting to know



just what in Chinese stu den t«’ eves is deceit. W hat is the 
ideational side of deceit ? Then, in actual practice do they live  
as near to their idea or ideal, as we do iu our home countries. 
A gain , do certain parts of our w ork bring im provem ent ? F or  
exam ple, do the form al teaching of religion, the holding of 
m orning prayers substantial!v affect their lives in this respect. 
A  second, and in som e wavs more satisfactorv stuciv has I>een 
that reported in the book -S tu d ies in Service” . Suggestions 
com e to one ai once. Is there any correlation between excellence 
in arith m etic  and Chinese in a school, arid readiness in the 
m atter of mutual service. JNIav schools be graded on the basis 
of mutual serv ice? A re our Christian schools conspicuous for  
their mutual helpfulness? I f  so. w h y? Is there anv correla
tion between Christian teaching in a school and mutual help
fulness am ong the students ?

There are those who feel that little  has as vet been ac
com plished to reduce character education to a m atter of 
scientific procedure. T h e claim  is that religion in caught, not 
taught, that tiie S p irit m ovcth  where it listeth . On the other 
hand the whole trend of the present day is to assume that 
sp iritu al forces are subject to laws as are physical forces, and 
it  is for us reverently lo try the spirits and the m ethods they 
suggest, and ,-ee if they succeed, in other words, whether they 
be of God o r  not.

A  third field which has received on ly  small attention at 
hom e, and that is the pathological. R eligious education has 
been inclined to pav attention to normal cases only. I wisii 
we could establish a clinic for  m ental cases in W e st China. It 
would be grand if we could “-end out doctors who have sufficient 
appreciation of religion, and preachers who know enough about 
mental troubles, and with a becom ing appreciation of the 
m edical profession, so th at together they m ight help in cases 
o f  mental distress. Some doctors over-estim ate the value of 
physic, and some preachers underestim ate what their faith  
m ight do tor people possessed of devils. By rights, our Christian  
d octors should be the right-hand men o f the preachers, even 
prescribing religious exercises of certain sorts, and having  
som ething to say about order of service, and the spiritual needs 
of the flock. But before th is  can be done, we need som e study 
of what has been learned elsewhere and some research into the 
mental troubles of the com m unities of W e st China.

A  fourth field we m igh t study is the vocational emphasis 
of our C h ristian  schools in W est China. W h a t occupations 
m ost deserve religious approval ? Is it as good a thing to be a
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zealous, religious farm er, or a business man. as it is to be in a 
profession. W h ich  w av does religion tend to drive voung 
people vo ca tion a lly ? W h a t  about C on fu cian ism ? B u d d h ism ?  
C h ristia n ity  in this respect? W h a t percentage of our students 
who do not con tinueatschool— continue in the church ? To what 
extent do they feel that if they are not teachers or preachers 
in C hristian schools, th at their place in the C hristian  m ovem ent 
is sm all ?

A  fifth area m igh t be called a studv of “ church experience” 
W h a t  happens to  people when they join  churches? W h a t  
happens when the church thev join  disintegrates or d ies? W h a t  
happens to people when they jo in  certain tvpes of churches?  
W h a t happens to a man when he listens to serm ons, sings the 
church hym ns, listens to the preacher pray, accepts as his own 
the cerem onies as conversion, m arriage and death ? W h a t  
happens to a man when he does not expose him self to these re
ligious influences? I  have seen a reference to a studv in the  
“ Behaviour Sequence of D ying Churches” , in which it  is shown, 
they say, that not only do churches disintegrate, but church 
m em bers personally disintegrate w ith their churches. H ere  
in W est China, we ought to extend this study to the joining of 
oth er religious organizations than our own. T here is great 
reason to believe that an active religious life under the B uddhist 
fa ith  is a help rather than a hindrance to entrance into a deep 
Christian religious experience,

T h e sixth  area is the h istory of individual religious groups, 
we have a little  church in Chungking. I ts  m em bership comes 
from  outside one of the city gates, at quite a distance from  the 
church. I t  has been there for tw enty years or so I  suppose. 
A  h istory of that church, whv it has continued and w hat it 
has m eant to its m em bership would be very enlightening. A  
historv of one of our schools in so far  as Chinese co-operation  
has been involved would be an interesting study. A  sort of 
T a o ist priest passes the m edical building nearly everv day. 
H e, they tell m e, represents a little  independent religious m ove
m ent outside the South Grate. These dangerous tim es turn  
m en's hearts to the thought of a refuge of some sort. W h a t  
strength, what idea of safety does this little  group live upon ? 
H o w  was it s ta r te d ?  W h y  does it con tin u e? M r . T orran ce ’s 
study of the Chiang would make a good exam ple of this sort 
o f research. A study of the M iao am ong whom the U nited  
M eth odist M ission o f E ngland is w orking would be at oDce 
interesting and valuable.
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F ilia lly , the reach a perfect number, a seventh area is 
th at o f the ideas of the divine and the lives of the great re
ligious heroes of the past whose influence religious organizations 
are w orking hard to m aintain to -d av . O f the latter, D r. 
P h elp s'stu dy  of Pu T i D am o is a good exam ple for which we 
congratulate him . .Mrs. Jolliffe has made a study of Gautam a  
Buddha. The little  work that I have done has been rather 
along the line of ideas. Assum ing that the great thing in life  
is a man's view of the divine, of God and the meaning of life, 
w hat ideas are being prom oted by the religious lenders of the 
day.

In conclusion, I  am not sure chat these suggestions are so 
m utually exclusive as they should be, nor when taken together  
an y th in " like all-inclusive. I t  w ill, however, be a m atter of 
satisfaction if some of our members set themselves the interest
ing and vital task of bringing a part of one or other of these 
areas into the clear ligh t of our com m on knowledge.

(X o te  : F or a number of the ideas in this address I  am indebted 
to an article bv Professor A rth u r H o lt in  K eligious [Educa
tion, A pril 191? 8)

W K S T  C H I N A  B O R D E R  R E S E A R C H  S O C I E T Y

The annual m eeting of the W e s t  China B order Research  
Society was held on the evening of IV1 av 23rd . at the home of 
D r . and M rs. Lindsay. F ollow ing a particularly appropriate  
repast of “ border fare” four addresses on the various phases of 
a c tiv ity  of the Society were given.

D r . T . H . W illia m s outlined some of the problem s of est 
C hina that con fron t the m edical p ractition er, and which need 
investigation. W est. China, with practically  only one ruad of 
com m unication w ith the rest of China, is a tine field for stu d y 
ing the influence o f routes of travel upon the dissem ination  of 
disease. F urtherm ore, w ith certainm ore orless isolated tr ib a l 
com m unities on our borders we ought to be able to contribute  
som ething to the knowledge of the influence o f local environm ent 
on disease, and on ph ysio logical and anatom ical standards.
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C ertain  fascinating problem s on the distribution of disease 
aw ait investigation . F or instance, if k a la a za r  does n ot occur 
in Szechw an, and it has never been proven to occur here, what 
is the cause of its non-appearance V

D r . W illia m s  closed bisaddress w ith anappeal to the whole 
com m unity to use all possible opportunities ro educate the 
people to the need of autopsies. M ore postm ortem  exam ina
tions would very greatlv contribute to our know ledge of disease 
in W e st China. A lth ou gh  quite a few autopsies have been 
perform ed during the past year the num ber of people giving  
consent is still much too lim ited , and a consider« ble am ount of 
educational work is needed before this deficiency in our medical 
education and research is rem oved.

The address of the next speaker, M r. H . G . Brow n, is 
published in full elsewhere in this issue.

The third speaker was D r. L iljestran d , whose talk  on “ The  
Lure of the B ord er,” brought again to the m inds of all who 
have known the mountains of the M arches the sense of m ystery  
arid of magic that possess one in their presence. Tw o short 
poems from  D r . L iljestran d ’s own pen em bodv the spirit of his 
address.

Magic

Enwrapped in m ist and purple magic
The m oody m ountains lie afar, and seldom  seen
Deep hide enchanted strongholds, and
The Golden Tem ple few have seen, nor found again.

T h eir  veins of gold and nerves o f jade 
And secret thoughts in turquoise and burning cam elia  
A n d  dream s in m arble manv hued,— when it is cut, behold, 
The dream  is readv pictured— stream  and crag

A nd forest hau nts...........................

There grow the m edic herbs neath wind swept stars  
W h ose  ravs— red, blue and yellow , shed strange powers 
A  compound ligh t to render potent root and sap. . . .

F lick erin g and blinking, the stars answer 
The silent thunder of the sleeping m ountains,
Signalling to them  the secret form ulae o f life  
In  distant worlds. The m ountains’ heart deep throbbing  
Is tuned to the same h a rm o n y : and deeply w onders  
A t  m yopic crystal gazing men,

G r o p i n g  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  k n o w l e d g e .
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Come Soul !

C om e, Soul, and break thv fast
On this sweet mountain crest

W h ere  trees commune with God  
A n d  birds sing his behests.

W h ere  bloom  the flowers H is love set down 
T h v cup o f sorrows and of fears :

N o w  drink H is cup and healing get 
The chalice of H is joy and tears.

F aith  is the drinking of G od ’s cup :
See how H e  comes to blend

Som e sun, some soil, some cloud to  make 
The m iracles o f wine and bread.

M rs. D ickinson was the fourth speaker, and by her remarks 
upon “ Som e "Researchers I  have K n ow n ” fittingly concluded the 
program m e.

T w entv-nine new m em bers were welcomed into the Society, 
and changes in the constitution were adopted w hich removed 
the form er lim itation  of m em bership to tw enty-five persons. 
W ith  the enlarged m em bership it is hoped that a better journal 
may be published, possibly at shorter intervals. A ny resident 
o f W est China who is interested in the life of the country will 
be welcomed into the Society , and non residents who are 
interested in the aim s of the Society may become corresponding 
m em bers.

The election of officers for  the year 1 9 3 1 -3 2  resulted as 
follow s :—

P resident : 
V ice-p resid en t :

D . S . D ye
S. H . L iljestrand

S ecretary : 
Treasurer :
F ifth  M em b er of Executive :

L . G . K ilb o r n  
D . L . Phelps. 
F . B oreham .
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D I E T E T I C  P R E P A R A T I O N S  O F  L I V E R

L iver J u ice— serve cold.

Score the raw liver and sear sligh tly  in a pan for less than  
one m inute. P lace the seared liver in a square made 
of gauze (several folds) and squeeze out the juice. M av  
add orange juice to taste.

Broiled L iver  ’

Dash liver in h ot w ater, remove the skin and broil until 
done, or may pan boil in m ineral o il. A llo w  about five 
minutes for  cooking.

Scraped or Sieved IAver

Dash liver in h ot w ater and rem ove the skin. B roil until 
cooked through, perhaps five m inutes, or ten. Scrape over 
sieve or through potato ricer.

L iver Stuffed in  G reen Peppers or Toraatoes

Stuff sieved or finely chopped liver (cooked) which has 
been m oistened w ith tom ato juice or broth , in the green  
tom ato or pepper, arid bake. Onion may be added to the 
chopped liver for flavor. One pepper or tom ato w ill held  
about 60 gram s o f liver.

L iver  Soup

A d d  90  gram s of scraped or sieved liver to 200  c.c . of  
clear tom ato or chicken b roth , with fat removed. Season  
w ith onion as desired .

Cream ed L iver Soup

120  gram s of chopped liver 220  c.c . m ilk , 4 tap. flour, 10  
gram s butter. M ake w hite sauce and add liver.

L iver H a sh

ground liver 1 /4  cup 1 00  gram s boiled rice £  oup. 
salt £  tsp . chopped onion £  tsp.
bread crumbs 1 lb . parsley | tsp.
pepper egg w hite 1

A d d  egg to liver, then seasoning and rice, m ix well. Turn  
into a buttered casserole, cover w ith bread crumbs and 
bake 30  minutes. M av also  serve w ith  tom ato sauce, or  
mav vary flavor.
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mashed potatoes
i  cup

o n io n  1 tsp.

Browned H ash

ground liver ^ cup (75  gram s) 
bacon '2 slices

" salt .1 tsp.
pepper

Grind or chop the bacon, turn into a hot fryin g pan and
brow n. M ix  rem aining ingredients and add to bacon,
pouring off anv excess of fat. Brow n and serve.

Liver Groquettes 

ground liver  
m ilk  
flour 
butter

c u p  ( 1 0 0  g r a m s )
cu p
t s p .
tsp .

s a lt  ^  tsp. 
pepper 
celerv salt 
onion 1 tsp. 
lem on juice ^ tsp.

A dd  seasoning to ground liver, make a sauce of butter, 
flour and m ilk, add liver, m ix well and shape. R o ll in egg  
and bread crum bs. Cook in h o t  fa t . Drain and serve 
immed iatelv.

L iver Patties

liver \ cup (7 5  gram s) butter 1 tsp.
mushroom s 2 or 3 flour i  tbp.
salt i  tsp. m ilk 4 tb p .

.Make a white sauce of butter, flour and m ilk. A dd  liver  
and mushrooms which have been chopped or ground. 
Continue cooking for ten m inutes. Turn into casserole 
and serve at once.

L iver Balls vcith Soup

ground liver i  cu p (1 5 0  gram s) flour 2 tbp.
egg 1 salt 1 tsp.
onion juice 1 tsp. pepper ^ tsp.

Com bine the ground liver and beaten egg. add seasoning 
and flour. D rop  bv teaspoonfuls into boiling vegetable  
soup and cook for 15 m inutes. .May substitute £  cup rice 
or potato for flour. M y substitute green pepper for  
onion.

C o l d  S l i c e d  L i v e r , A  L a  C h i n e

C o l d  S l ic e d  L iv e k  an d  “ R i T z i”, A  L a  C h in e ,
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L E T T E R . F R O M  N A T I O N A L  C H R I S T I A N  C O U N C I L  

S H A N G H A I  R E  S Z E C H U A N  C A M P A I G N

To R ev. D onald  F a y M . A ;  B, D  ;

Y'our ietter received in good tim e. Our Conference was 
quite satisfactory , and the proceedings will be forthw ith publish
ed. A s soon as this is done copies will be forw arded to vou. 
W e  were sorrv that vou were unable to be with us in the C on 
ference.

R egarding Szechuan we are verv glad that vou are prepar
ing a study conference. A s vou request we shall be glad to 
send speakers for fa ll conferences. W e  have discussed this 
m atter with cur General secreta ry , D r . C. Y . Cheng, and the 
follow ing policy has been adopted, and now recommended to 
you,

1. W e  leave Shanghai O ct. 15 and must be back in Shanghai 
by D ec. 31.

2. Can visit two places, Chungking and Chengtu.

3. Each place may plan for ten day conference.

4 . N am e of conference■— “ Five Y e a r  M ovem ent Discussion
C onference” .

5 . A t  each place the delegates should number from  120 to 200 .

6 . Delegates should be appointed by all m issions in Szeehuan.

7. Delegate's travelling expenses should be m et by missions 
concerned.

8 . E n tertainm ent and printing expenses of Conferences w ill 
be half borne by the N a tio n al C h ristian  Council.

9 . The N .iJ .C . speaking delegates w ill have all expenses p ro 
vided by N .C .C .

10 . V isitin g  speakers w ill be— D r. C. Y .  Cheng, General 
Secretary, and Secty. D r. Chue H sien H sian g, M iss K w an  
Tsue Dzeu, M r. Chang Fu L ian g , M r. Sen N gen San, D r . 
Fan D ing C hiu— asst. Secty. Chinese Christian Church  
(Church of C hrist), and B ishop W an g  C h i P in  of M .E .M .

Signed by Chiu L i  D eh, Shanghai, M ay 1, 1 9 3 1 .
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A t  the last m eeting o f  the E xecu tive  com m ittee of the 
Szechuan Christian Council it  was decided to recommend three 
conference m eetings of a week each at C hungking. Suiningund  
Chengtu. A l s o  that tw o o f  the delegation be asked to visit 
P aon ing on the return trip.

The A m erican  B a p tist m ission is being asked for the 
services of R ev . Donald Fav, M . A .  and D r. Openshaw to act in 
the capacity of secretaries to organize these conferences. A ll 
the M issions are being asked to appoint an associate secretary  
to assist. R ev. 8 . F . K a n , B . A . has already been appointed by 
the Exceutive of the U .C .C .M . Conference. A l s o  M r. Kan has 
been ap p oin ted ' their representative to attend the National 
C hristian Council Conference this sum m er. This C hairm an of 
the Executive is D r . Lo P in  San; Chinese Secretary. S l<‘ K an : 
E n glish  Secretary. A . J. Brace. M issionai ies and w orkers in 
terested in the fall conferences should write the secretaries for  
further inform ation .

A .J .B .

Ji'NK 9th , 1931

W E S T  C H I N A  U N I O N  U N I V E R S I T Y  M I D D L E  

S C H O O L  C H E N G T U

F a l l  T e e m  A n n o u n c e m e n t .

W e  are constantly receiving letters from  different parts of 
the province asking for -particulars about entrance of Junior 
M iddle School graduates of both governm ent and mission 
•schools to the Senior M iddle School. W e  are sending out. the 
«following inform ation as a guide to those who m ay be able in
d irect students to our school.
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1. Entrance exam inations w ill be held Septem ber 1st and 
2nd. E ach  student should bring the governm ent or school 
diplom a together with a letter of recom m endation from  
the principal of the school to show that the student has 
com pleted the Junior M iddle School w ork satisfactorily .

2 . A l l  new students w ill be given a physical exam ination. 
Final registration in the school w ill not he approved until 
the student has passed a satisfactory physical exam ination. 
Physical exam ination fee 5 0  cents. Students should come 
prepared to pay a  sm all m edical fee for  such m inor co r
rections which may be dealt with in the U n iversity  dis
pensary while the student is pursuing his regular studies.

3 . Classes begin Septem ber 14th .

4 . T uition $15  fo r  the fa ll term .

5 . Students who fail to register by Septem ber ] 4 th , w ill be 
charged an additional fee o f $ 1 .0 0 . Only under extraordin 
ary circum stances will students be allowed to register 
after Septem ber 21st .

6 . Board and D orm itory  Fees w ill be ap proxim ately $ 2 2 .  
The exact am ount is determined upon the opening of school 
and is governed by the price of rice at that time.

7. I t  lias been indicated from  N anking Bureau of E ducation  
that each school should have its own uniform  and that 
all students registered in a particular school will be e x 
pected to wear the uniform  of th at school. Should this 
become effective by the opening of school in the fall, the 
student should be prepared to purchase the school uniform  
which m ay cost from  $5 to $ 7 .

8 . E ach  student should provide him self w ith an athletic suit.

N ote— M ission schools should bear in mind that students
■ from  non-registered schools wishing to enter the

Senior M iddle School without governm ent diplom a  
in the autumn of 1 9 3 2 , m ay find it difficult for their  
students to gain recognition. A g a in  th ro ’ the  
pages of the N ew s we urge early registration with  
the governm ent.

S. 0 .  Y a n g .

P r i n c i p a l .
29th M ay 1931
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E N C O U N T E R  W I T H  B A N D I T S  HY rJ H E  

M I S S E S  M A N L Y .

The follow ing extracts from  a private letter are printed with
p e r m i s s i o n .  *
■‘ Y ou  have probably had word of our robbery a day above  

Cliuii” kinjr, in which we lost over $L!000 i-Mex i worth of goods, 
some of the stuff belonging to others. W e are sorry about 
losing other people’s th in gs, and hope you w ill excuse us. I t  
is just one of the things that happen in China. Grace went 
down to Chungking next m orning to report and get some money 
for  us to go on with, while I  spend the dav trying to sort and 
pack the mess. E very trunk, every box except nailed cases, 
every paper or cardboard package was ransackeo, except my 
hat box, and one large suitcase th at was down below and w edg
ed in so tig h t they either overlooked it or could not get it out. 
E very container of powder or odds and etuis was torn open, 
and the whole boat was littered with tangled clothing, loose 
papers, books, smashed phonograph records, an agram s, file 
cards, and smashed chocolate cream s. The oniy thing that 
saved our trunks and suitcases from  being hacked to pieces was 
our will insness to unlock.

“ I don ’t believe they intended to take anything but money, 
jew elry , watches and firearms orig in a lly , but being disappoint
ed in the scarcity of such articles, they sim ply took everything  
they fancied. A l l  men’s clothing was taken, except one pair 
of trousers, a sh irt and three neckties. ] don’t know whose 
the neckties are. The sh irt and trousers are C yril C a n rig b t’s. 
A  suit for  Soo, one for M r. Y ich ert, and some shoes for M r. 
Openshaw are gone. The rug for the W ilfo r d ’s was taken out 
of its case, and abandoned on the tear deck. Dozens of sm all 
articles were sim ply bundled up and carried off by acciden t. 
The tennis balls are all gone. Grace L iu ’s tennis racquet is safe. 
I  lost alm ost all m y own shoes.

“ O f our own things, w hat we “ Seh bu deh” the m ost are 
our typew riters, watches, m y valuable lirtle Germ an camera, 
all our blankets, a ll G race’s coats except one old one, and about 
200  m arks worth of G erm an surgical instrum ents. W e  lost 
practically all our winter clothes, and a couple of m y best
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d resses. Grace snatched Ovidia. H ansing's velvet d ress out of the 
loo t as it went past her. I  snatched back a number of things 
ar>d cached them  under the bed, but it  did no good, for thev 
upset the cot as they were leaving, and bundled up everything  
in the bedding and took it with them .

“ E verything was so confused. There were so many of 
them — six or eigh t rumaging, several on guard, and others on 
their own boat alongside. I  think I could have saved mv in
struments and possibly the cam era, if it hadn’t been for the con
fusion. I ’d just get som ething back tfrotn one o f them and 
stick it down som e place they had already rumaged (which I 
m istakenly supposed they were through w ith) when som e one 
else would take it again. A n d , then, part of the tim e we were 
tied up. I  got m v hands loose twice, but the third tim e they 
go t a tigh ter hitch. T h at tim e, luckily, thev put Grace and me 
together on her cot, and we gradually untied each oth er. W e  
kept our hands behind our backs until they had forgotten we 
w ere supposed to be tied . B v th at tim e thev needed us to un
lock things, so they le ft us free.

“ I  go t back just one thing personally of all the things I 
begged or snatched from  the bandits, and that was a special 
kind of flash ligh t for m v O .B . work. The light is on a head
band, and connects to the batteries by a long w ire. Y o u  carry  
the battery in your pocket, and your hands are free. One of 
the men found it and was using it to look for things. B ut he 
did n ot perceive the correct w ay of applying it, and found its 
tw o parts a nuisance in his hands. 1 kept follow ing him around 
and asking to r 'i i , saving I  needed it to “ chieh sen” , and hesaid  
he did not intend to keep it, he was only using it to look for  
m oney. Just as he was leaving the boat with it, I  raised mv 
voice in violent lam ent, and called on all to witness that he had 
prom ised to give it back to me, and I needed it in m v business. 
A nd for a wonder he did give it back.

l ;W e are both w ell, though a little  bruised. T h ere ’s plenty  
to be thankful, fo r .”

k
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T U N G C H W A N  N O T F .S

Tungchtran Sze. Since the special meetings we had for a 
week in N ovem ber, in connection with the five years’ m ove
ment, tnere has been increased activ ity  in personal evangelism . 
A  Five Y e a rs ’ M ovem ent A uxiliary was form ed, and is divided  
into little groups, who go after individuals, and trv to lead  
them into real Christian experience. P eriodical meetings of 
this auxiliary are held, and reports are made bv the groups. 
R eports are made too of the work done in furtherance o f the 
five years' movement in other parts of China. Y e rv  little  news 
com es to band, we m ight mention incidentally , of such activity  
in Szechwan. I  hope our beloved province is not lagging  
behind others.

A t China N ew  Y e a r  tim e, as usual, there was a special 
evangelistic effort, and large numbers of w orn® cam e. The  
Christian wornen, foreign and Chinese, addressed them earnest
ly. Som e of our people had evidently been stirred up, pro
bably through the. Five Y e a is ' movement mentioned above.

The schools have very large enrolm ents this spring, the 
bovs’ school, (higher and low er prim ary) num bering over tvro 
hundred and fifty. W e  have the same excellent principals at 
the schools, H o C hin-han and M iss T  an Su-yiin. The outsta
tion schools also, at Tainochen and Chinfuwan, are flourishing.

In  M arch M issT e b b u tt had a wom en’s school fo r  about 
three weeks at her home in this citv . A b ou t sixteen came  
from  city and country and studied Chinese characters, a r ith 
m etic, the Bible, and other subjects. I t  was a great event in 
the lives of some of them.

M iss R iley ’s fam ily is increasing rapidly, and the orphan
age’s capacity is rather strained. The children are grow ing  
too, and we have been watching N g en -ts ’z and R o-lan  learning  
to walk independently o f outside assistance. But the w onder
ful thing is how M iss R iley  and all of them get help, divine and 
human, in answer to prayers of faith .

A t  the end of M ay, P astor Hsiie M ung-tse came and held 
revival m eetings for five days. Besides our city people, over 
th irtv  men and women from  the country came. N o t  only his 
earnest and pointed exhortations and his striking expositions of 
scripture, but his zeal and earnestness, wonderful indeed in a
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man w ell over six ty , verv much impressed the congregations. 
H e is now holding meetings at Taihochen, and is expected at  
other stations of Friends, C .I .M ., and perhaps others.

Our .VI issiona rv staff rem ains the sam e. Our neighbours 
at the S alt Inspectorate are Danes, M r. and M rs. M athiesen  
and C hristian. They are verv good friends to us and to many  
others. W e  have not had anv foreign visitors for manv m onths, 
till D r . Davidson of Suining cam e for a fortn igh t just lately, 
staving with the Mathiesens, and resting his ears and other  
parts after the m onth of firing he had been listening to at Sui- 
ning.  ̂ ^

\Ye have had no fighting or disturbances here, but there  
was a battle near Taihochen, and a num ber of wounded soldiers  
came to the hospital here.

Since last Septem ber, D r . Y7in has been w orking at the 
men’s hospital, W e  hear that he is soon going back to A rm v  
medical work.

L . W .
J i-xe  2, 1931.

M IS S  B . G . M c N A U G H T O N

Sunday, June I-tth , 1931
D ear Friends.

M iss  M cN au gh ton  passed away peacefully in her sleep 
last night at 8 .3 0 .

D r . Sheridan sent letters to manv stations yesterday  
telling of the accident which caused M iss M oN aughton ’s death  
hut in case th is should come into the hands of anv who have 
not seen D r . Sheridan’s letter I  will explain .

Y esterd ay , Saturday, M iss M cN au gh ton  was about her 
usual duties in the H ospital D ispensary. She had filled some 
bottles with alcohol from  a tin. Find ing some alcohol still 
left in the tin she tried to seal it  with hot wax apparently  
bringing the tin near the flame she was using to h eat the wax. 
The tin exploded and Miss M cN aughton  was burned over  
practically her whole body except her face. Chinese nurses 
w orking in the dispensary rushed to her assistance at once and 
covered her with carron oil. She was assisted to the H o sp ita l  
and later taken to her hom e at D jiu  Chin K a n . D r . Sheridan  
was in the H o sp ita l at the tim e and heard the explosion and



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 5 3

was in attendance a lm ost im m ediately and rem ained w ith  her 
till the end. M rs. V eals and M iss R iddell happened to be at 
M iss M cN au gh ton ’s house and also staved w ith her. M rs. 
Sheridan and M iss P eters were also on hand very soon after  
the accident, A1 iss H a rris  was on the H ills  but was sent for  
and arrived w ithin four hours of the accident which tuck place  
just before noon.

M iss M cN aughton knew from  the first that she had  
practically no chance to live  and at once set about giving  
instructions about her affairs, ¡"he wants all her furniture to 
go to the F oreign W a rd s in the N ew  H osp ita l. She dictated  
a letter to U r . ¡Sheridan sending messages to her friends at 
home in which she said : “ I f  it is G od ’s w ill that I  go now,
I am Oh so happy to go ; 1 am  Oh so happy to go . I f  I  had
my life  to live over again I  would give it  to C h in a ’ ’.

T o her fellow  m issionaries she le ft  this message :— “ I  
wish to say that it has been a rich experience to have had the 
opportunity of w orking with you and pray G o d ’s blessing may 
rest on yourselves, your fam ilies and your work, so that there 
may result in many, many, many being brought to  Jesus Christ. 
I f  by anv manner of means I  have ever said anything I  should
not have said, I  pray you will forgive m e.”

D r. Sheridan in reporting the end says : “ A  great
content seemed to come to her then and almost, im m ediately  
she dropped into a deep exhausted sleep, bieath in g very deeply 
and slow ly. She roused and talked to M iss H arris  when she 
arrived from  the H ills , and when I asked her questions as to 
pains or any sense of cold or d iscom fort. About e igh t hours 
after the accident she just breathed less and less deeply and 
slept aw ay .”

T h e funeral w ill take place to-m orrow  with a service at 
the D jiu  Chin K a h  residence and then after at the Foreign  
C em etery at Dzen Gia N gai.

Y o u rs  sincerely,

G o r d o n  R .  J o n e s
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F O W C H O W  N E W S .

M iss I .  K .  M cIn tosh , nurse in charge of our h o sp ita l,’ is 
spending a week or tw o in Chungking in conference  with the 
dentist. She reports that the latter has already made a big 
haul out of her and that she hopes to escape hom e within the 
next few days.

M r. H . J . V ea ls , whose hom e is in Chungking but who has 
w ork on the Chungchow and Fowchow D istricts as well as in 
Chungking is spending a few days here on mission business. 
H e  returns to Chungking tom orrow .

M essrs H . J . V eals and E . W . M organ have just returned  
from  an eleven days’ itin erary  on the Fow chow  D istrict  
where they held exam inations in the schools and B ible classés 
am ong the members at the various stations. In  alm ost all the 
schools thev found a large enrolm ent. The church m em bers  
gave them a warm  welcome every where, and the people throughout 
the d istrict were quite friendly . A s rumours of recent local 
robberies were abroad! there was some solicitation on the part 
of Chinese friends for their w elfare, especially as they passed 
through the B ao D jia  M iao area where M r. B ridgm an and  
P asto r Din were captured by robbers last year. B ut they found  
a clear ro id  and encountered no d ifficu lties. A  num ber of the 
leading citizens atB ao D ja i M iao called on them  a t the chapel 
and went out of their way to see that the m issionaries shouldbe  
protected from  any possible danger. M r . V ealsan d  M r. M organ  
report an encouraging trip .

The B adv W elfa re  W o r k  started some years ago in th is  
station by M rs. C . A . B ridgm an , now of Penhsien, is being  
carried on by a Com m ittee w ith M rs. R . B . M cA m m ond as 
its  chairm an. W ash in g  babies is very popular these days. 
F o r the south gate area a B aby W e lfa re  S tation  is opened at the  
hospital, while the city area is served by a station at the church. 
In  addition  to  these two M iss M a n  L am b  has opened a station  
at the W .M .S . W om an s School to  serve the western suburb of 
they city . A t  these stations m eetings are held once a week. 
In  addition to washing the babies and instructing th eir m others  
how to care for them  lectures on hygiene and addresses on 
C hristian teaching are given. A t  the m eeting held last M onday  
at the church over 80  women were present, and 50  odd babies 
were washed. T h is is a door leading into m any hom es and 
lives.


