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Radio Address Delivered by President Roosevelt from Washington
' May 27, 1941

In September 19,0, an agreement was completod with Great Britalr
for the trade of 50 destroyers for 8 important off-shore bases.

I have said on many sccasions that the United States 1ls mus-
tering its men and its resources only for the purpose of defenso=-
only to repel attack. I repeat that statement now. Bub w3 mus t
pe realistic when we use the word "attack"; we have to relate 1t
to the lightning specd of modern warfare.

First, we shall actively resist wherever necessary, and with
all ou: resources, eVvery attempt by Hitler to extend his Nazl domi-
nation to the Western Hemisphere, or to threaten it. We shall
actively resist his evary attempt to gain control of the seas. 16
insist upon the vital importance of keeping Hitlerlsm away from
any proint in the world which could be used and would be used as a
base of attack agalnst the Americas.

We in the Americas will decide for ourselves wuether and when
and where our American tnterests are attacked or our securlty
threatened.

We are placing our armad forces 1n strategic military positlion.

We will not hesitate to use our armed forces to repel attack.

Therefore, with profound consciousness of my responaibilities
to my countrymen and to my country's cause, I have tonight 1issued
a proclamation that an unlimited national emergency exlsts and re-
quires the strengthening of our defense to the extreme limit of
our national power and authority.
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