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1. Introduction to Wikidata and Commons 
workflows (30 mins)

2. Example: Hay Festival 2016 (20 mins)

3. Group exercise! (20 mins)

4. Summary, conclusions and wrapping up 
(20 mins)



Etherpad!
https://is.gd/datapartner 

 

https://is.gd/datapartner


Structured 
Data on 
Commons
2017-2019

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/Commons:Structured_data  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data


The partnership 
workflow



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Data_and_Media_Partnerships_Workflow_v2.svg 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Data_and_Media_Partnerships_Workflow_v2.svg


https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM/Resources/Data_and_media_partnerships_workflow 

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM/Resources/Data_and_media_partnerships_workflow


You receive data 
and/or media files. 
What's next?

Partner's 
data

Partner's 
media files

Partner's 
media files

Excerpt of data from Smithsonian Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, CC0 - https://github.com/cooperhewitt/collection/wiki/Objects 

https://github.com/cooperhewitt/collection/wiki/Objects


Clarify 
copyright 

status



Peeter Allik (1966-): Muuseumis 
(1994). Collection Tartu Art 
Museum. CC BY 4.0 
https://commons.wikimedia.org
/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif


Peeter Allik (1966-): Muuseumis 
(1994). Collection Tartu Art 
Museum. CC BY 4.0 
https://commons.wikimedia.org
/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Muuseumis.tif




Clarify copyright status
Wikimedia Commons
● All files' copyright must be compatible with Commons policy
● If permissions aren't published in a public space, use OTRS

Wikidata
● Source data must be CC0



Prepare 
data



https://www.monumenten.nl/files/downloads/rijks-_en_
gemeentelijke_monumenten_bergen_op_zoom.pdf 

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lijst_van_gemeentelijke_
monumenten_in_Bergen_op_Zoom_(stad) 

https://www.monumenten.nl/files/downloads/rijks-_en_gemeentelijke_monumenten_bergen_op_zoom.pdf
https://www.monumenten.nl/files/downloads/rijks-_en_gemeentelijke_monumenten_bergen_op_zoom.pdf
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lijst_van_gemeentelijke_monumenten_in_Bergen_op_Zoom_(stad)
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lijst_van_gemeentelijke_monumenten_in_Bergen_op_Zoom_(stad)


https://museumrotterdam.nl/
collectie/item/10969 

https://museumrotterdam.nl/collectie/item/10969
https://museumrotterdam.nl/collectie/item/10969


https://museumrotterdam.nl/
collectie/item/10969 

https://museumrotterdam.nl/collectie/item/10969
https://museumrotterdam.nl/collectie/item/10969


Prepare data

● Get the data/media
● Clean data, to create consistency
● Re-format for Commons / Wikidata



Check what 
is already on 
Wikimedia 

projects



Check what is already on 
Wikimedia projects
● Wikimedia volunteers have often already created Wikipedia articles and/or 

Wikidata items for part of the content you want to upload
○ Avoid creating duplicate items on Wikidata -> reconcile well!

● And there will already be some images on Commons
○ How do these compare to the (quality of the) files you want to upload?
○ Upload better images as NEW files (don't overwrite old ones)



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Paintings_in_the_Museo_Hist%C3%B3rico_Nacional_(Argentina) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Paintings_in_the_Museo_Hist%C3%B3rico_Nacional_(Argentina)


Reconciliation



Reconciling the artists represented by the Jack Shainman Gallery: http://www.jackshainman.com/artists/ 

http://www.jackshainman.com/artists/






Reconciliation
● Getting the right Wikidata Q-number for each significant 'thing' in the dataset

○ Notable creators
○ Notable people in general
○ Place names
○ Subjects
○ Types of things that are depicted
○ ...



Upload



The Pattypan upload tool for 
Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org
/wiki/Commons:Pattypan 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Pattypan
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Pattypan


Upload

● Upload a (small) test batch to check for structural errors
● Upload in manageable larger batches
● Occasionally check uploads during upload process, to prevent errors from 

duplicating



Corrections



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Peeter_Allik._Cultivated_Schizophrenia 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Peeter_Allik._Cultivated_Schizophrenia




Peeter Allik (1966-): Ameerika (1989). Collection Tartu Art Museum. 
CC BY 4.0 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ameerika.jpg 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ameerika.jpg


Corrections

● Fix mistakes and omissions made during the upload



Enrich



Benedito Calixto: Inundação da Várzea do Carmo, 1892, collection Museu Paulista, São Paulo, Public Domain 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benedito_Calixto_de_Jesus_-_Inunda%C3%A7%C3%A3o_da_V%C3%A1rzea_do_Carm
o,_1892,_Acervo_do_Museu_Paulista_da_USP.jpg  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benedito_Calixto_de_Jesus_-_Inunda%C3%A7%C3%A3o_da_V%C3%A1rzea_do_Carmo,_1892,_Acervo_do_Museu_Paulista_da_USP.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benedito_Calixto_de_Jesus_-_Inunda%C3%A7%C3%A3o_da_V%C3%A1rzea_do_Carmo,_1892,_Acervo_do_Museu_Paulista_da_USP.jpg


Photograph from the Siboga 
Expedition, 1899-1900. 

Photographer probably 
Hugo Frederik Nierstrasz. 
Special Collections of the 

University of Amsterdam. 
Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia
.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.4
13_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_be
woners_van_Timor_op_een
_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_

het_eiland.jpg  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UvA-BC_300.413_-_Siboga_-_inheemse_bewoners_van_Timor_op_een_rif_aan_de_oostkant_van_het_eiland.jpg




Enrich
Commons:
● Encourage communities to improve the metadata and media: including 

translations, cropping, categorization, and linking

Wikidata:
● Translations of labels and descriptions
● Adding more statements and references



Re-use



https://yle.fi/aihe/termi/yle/18-135067 https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4349538  

https://yle.fi/aihe/termi/yle/18-135067
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4349538


Re-use

● Encourage use of the files and media in Wikimedia projects and beyond
● Use the data and files to stimulate other content creation, such as Wikipedia 

article writing contests or photography events



Evaluate 
and report



Example: Wikidata edits for the Europeana Art History 
Challenge (15 April - 30 May 2016)

Tracked with the SPARQL-rc tool

https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-todo/sparql_rc.php?sparql=SELECT+%3Fitem+WHERE+%7B%0D%0A++%3Fitem+wdt%3AP608+wd%3AQ20980830+.%0D%0A%7D&start=20160415&end=20160530&user_lang=&sort_mode=last_edit&no_bots=1


Evaluate and report

● Usage of data and media
● Who improved the data and media? What exactly was improved? How much?
● Pageviews for pages with files embedded



Example:
Hay Festival 2016



Hay Festival
● Popular book and arts festival in Wales, UK
● Attended by many top authors and personalities
● Wouldn't it be great to photograph and get high quality portrait shots of these 

authors?
● Summary: improved headshot photos to Wikipedia and Wikidata, showing 

results through metrics and reports





Preparation - Photo evaluation Compare captured photos with 
Wikipedia articles, Commons 
photos and categories. Select 
which ones to upload.



Preparation and Upload Create spreadsheet with metadata 
and use Pattypan to upload





Enrich - Re-use Add to Wikipedia and Wikidata 
entries. Appears in Wikidata-driven 
infoboxes like Catalan.



Evaluation - Photo report Mobile Wikipedia snapshots with 
ImageMagick tiling. Impact of strong 
headshots.



Evaluation - Photo evaluation Created a rating system for headshot 
quality. Compared existing to new 
photos.



Evaluation - Photo evaluation summary

● 8 of the 21 articles had no head shot at all
○ Significantly upgraded with high quality portrait

● 5 were improved by two grades
● 7 were improved by one grade
● 1 was unchanged / stayed the same
● 3 of the individuals had no Wikipedia article



Evaluation - GLAMorgan Reports use in biography articles and 
Wikidata-generated infoboxes. [link]

https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/glamorgan.html?&category=Hay%20Festival%202016&depth=12&year=2018&month=2


Evaluation - Ubiquity Where does this content now 
appear? Siri Knowledge/iOS, Google, 
et al.



Addendum - Pulitzer Prizes



Addendum - Pulitzer Prizes



Addendum - Pulitzer Prizes



Addendum - Pulitzer Prizes



Addendum - Pulitzer Prizes

Ideally, goals that are:

Coincident

Reinforcing



Split in groups!



4-5 people per group
● Mix beginners & more experienced people
● Talk about a recent Wikidata or Commons 

project that one of you did
● Write down the workflow
● What are the biggest difficulties and gaps?



Etherpad:
https://etherpad.wikimedia.org/p/Wikidata-
Commons 

● Assign a note-taker and a reporter
● Reporter will present the dataset, the difficulties and 

gaps

https://etherpad.wikimedia.org/p/Wikidata-Commons
https://etherpad.wikimedia.org/p/Wikidata-Commons


Don't have a ready 
example?



Let's summarize



What were your 
main takeaways?



Please evaluate 
this session :-)



THANK YOU


