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DEDICATION.

TO WASniJMGTON lE^TNO, Esq.

I)ear ITxcle :

I k:\OW of no person to 'wliom I can witli more

propriety dedicate tlie following pages than to yourself,

since they were written at your suggestion, and tlic

materials of which they are composed were moulded

into their ])rcscnt form and feature under your affec*

tioiiatc and judicious advice.

Often, in the course of my laboi's, when I have

been di.smaycd by unlooked for difficulties, and dis-

heartened by those misgivings which beset an inexpe-

rienced vrriter, you have dispelled my doubts, cheered^

forward my faltering spirit, and encoiu’agcd me to

persevere.
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VI DEDICATIOX.

I would be pardoned for alluding to other and

greater obligations yet nearer to niy heart: with the

anxious interest of a parent’s eye, you have watched

over the most critical period of my life. Amid the

excitement and snares of foreign scenes, and in the

quiet employments of our home, your counsels have

been my guide—your friendship—the circumstances will

excuse the term from one so much your junior—your

friendship my happiness and ]>ride. The heedlessness

of boyhood could not arrest }'our assiduous care—the

wayward habits of youth have not -wearied your un-

ceasing solicitude. That I have been thus far led in

safety, claims the fervent gratitude of

Your affectionate nephew,

TllEODOEE lEYIKa.
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PREFACE.

AVuili: stinlying tlie Spanish language, some few years since, at

Mailri'l, an old chronicle was placed in my hands, relating to the

e arly discoveries and achievements of the Spaniards in America.

It wa.s denominated “ The Florida of the Inca, or the History of

the Adelantado, Hernando do Soto, Governor and Captain-Gene-

ral of the Kingdom of Florida, and of other heroic cavaliers,

Spaniards and Indians : WTiLtea by the Inca Garcilaso do la

Veg.a.” As I read, I Iccanc insensibly engrossed by the extra-

ordinary enterprise therein narrated : I dwelt with intense

interest upon the harebrained adventures and daring exploits of

f tcel-clad warrior.s, and the no less valiant and chivalrous deeds

of .‘•avago chieftains, which entitle this narrative to the high

piai.se bestowed upon it by Mr. Southey, of being one of the

most delightful works in the Spanish language.

M l.ilo thus employed, I had the good fortune to meet with

a narrative on the same subject, written by a Portuguese soldier,

V. ho was present in the expedition. This led to further research

and closer examination
;
and. finding that the striking events

and |>crilous adventures in the chronicle.s of tlie Inca were borne
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VIU PKEFACE.

out, iu the main, ]»y this iiarrativo from another hand, and that

various lights had been thrown by modern travellers upon the

lino'of march said to have been taken by the adventurous band

of ])c Soto, I was convinced, that what I had before regarded

almost as a work of fiction, was an authentic, though, perhaps,

occa.sionally exaggerated histor}’-.

Deeming, therefore, that a full account of an expedition

which throws sucli an air of romance over the early history of

a portion of our country, would possess interest in the eyes of

my countrymen. I resolved, to the best of ni}- abilities, to digest

a work from the materials before me.

The two main sources from which I have derived my facts, are

the narratives already mentioned, by the Inca Garcilaso de la

AT'ga, and by the anonymous Portuguese adventurer. The for-

mer I have consulted in a folio edition, printed in Madrid, in

17'd3, and in the history of the Indies, by Herrera, in which it is

iiieorporated almost at full length. The Portuguese narrative I

have found in an English translation, published in Loudon, in

IGSf). and in an abridgment in Purclias's Pilgrims.

It has been the fashion, in later days, to distrust the narra-

tive of the Iiica, and to put more faith in that of the Portuguese.

This has occa.sionally been done without due examination into

their rc.'ipective claims to credibility. Garcilaso de la Vega was

a man of rank and henor. He was descended from an ancient

Spani-sh stock by the falher’s side, wdiile by the mother’s, he was

of the lofty Pen-uvian line of the Incas. His narrative was

o.figiually taken down by himself, from the lips of a friend
;
a

cavalier of wort!* and rcspcctal)Ility, who had been an officer un-

der De Soto, and f>r wliosc probity wo have the word of the Inca

as a guarantee. It was authenticated and enriched by the v.Tit-
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PREFACE. ix

ten journals or memorandums of two other soldiers, who had

served in the expedition. He had the testimony, therefore, of

three eye-witnesses.

The Portuguese narrative, on the other hand, is the evidence

of merely a single eye-witness, who gives himself out as a cava-

lier, or gentleman
;
but for this we have merely his own word,

and he is anonymous. There is nothing intrinsic in his w'ork

that should entitle it to the exclusive belief that has been claim-

ed for it. It agrees with the narrative of the Inca, as to the

leading facts w'hich form tlic framework of the story : it dillbrs

from it occasionally, as. to the plans and views of Hernando de

Soto
;
but here tlie Inca is most to be depended upon—the

Spanish cavalier from w’hom he derived his principal information

being more likely to be admitted to the intimate councils of his

commander than one of a different nation, and being free from

tlie tinge of national jealousy w'hich may have influenced the

statements of the Portuguese.

The narrative of the Portuguese is more meagre and con-

cise than that of Garcilaso
;

omitting a thousand interesting

anecdotes and personal adventures
;
but this does not increase

it.s credibility. A multitude of facts, gathered and gleaned from

tiirce different persons, may easily have escaped the knowledge,

or failed to excite the attention of a solitary individual. These

anecdotes are not the less credible beeausc they were striking

and extraordinary
;
the whole expedition was daring and extra-

vag.int. and those concerned in it men who delighted in adventure

and exploit.

I have been induced, therefore, in the following pages, to

* Thu reader will find a note concerning Garcilaso de la Vega and lus

wo:k, in the Appendix-
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X PREFACE.

draw mj facts more freely and copiously than others, in later

days, have seemed inclined to do, from, the work of the Inca

;

still I have scrupulously and diligently collated the two narra-

tives, endeavoring to reconcile them where they disagreed, and

to ascertain, with strict impartiality, which was most likely to

be correct, where they materially varied, and to throw upon

the whole subject the scattered lights furnished by various

modern investigators. "While I have discarded many incidents

which appeared h}’pcrbolical, or which savored too strongly of

the gossip of idle soldiery, I have retained, as much as possible,

those cvery-day and familiar anecdotes which give so lively a

j.icture of the characters, habits, persons and manners of the

Spanish discoverers of those days, and to my mind bear so

strongly the impress of truth and nature. My great object has

been to present a clear, connected, and characteristic narrative

of this singular expedition : how far I have succeeded, it is for

the pubUc to judge.
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.
€

Since puWisliing tlio last edition of the Conquest of Florida,

iimch valuable light has b(^n thrown upon the expedition by

the investigation of several literary gentlemen residiog in our

Southern States, and I have been gratified to find, that their

statements corroborate, in the main, the account I have given of

Do Soto’s expedition.

1 am indebted to G. D. Fairbanks, Esq., of St. Augustine,

for the result.s of a very careful personal examination of the

route of the Spaniards until they reached Apalachee Bay, and

have been much aided, by a diagram with which he very kindly

furnished me, in tracing the line of march through East

Florida.

Buckingliam Smith, Esq., very politely forwarded me from

W ashington, the most recent maps of East Florida, and gave me

some useful hints with reference to the route of Dc Soto.

)
1
*
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PREFACE.xii

A Taluable article, culitlecl Sketches of the History of Ala-

bama/’ by Alexander Meek, Esq., published ^in the Southron

Monthly Magazine and Review,” Jan., 1839, confirms the gene-

ral accuracy of my work in regard to localities.

Col. Albert J. Pickett, a young author of reputation, at the

South, has issued in pamplilct form the first chapter of a History

of Alabama he is preparing for the press, and which promises to

be a valuable addition to the historical literature of our country.*

This chapter is taken up with the Expedition of He Soto, and

lias been written, as he says, “ while armed at all points with the

best traditions and authorities.” .As I have dllTered from some

writers on certain points, it is gratifying to meet the following re-

mark in ]Mr. Pickett’s preface. “ Theodore Irving, in his Con-

quest of Florida, has in a great measure been accurate and faith-

ful in describing the route of He Soto, and the incidents attend-

ing it.”

A third account of this expedition, written by Biedma^ Ho

Soto’s commissary, was placed in my hands by Joseph G. Gogs

well, Esq., the accomplished and courteous librarian of the Astor

Jnbrary. It is a confused statement of an illiterate soldier,

who. although an eye-witness of what he relates, had not the gift

of describing lucidly what lie saw, but, so far as his narrative

throws any light on the subject, the accuracy of History, as here

given, is confirmed.

* “ Hic IlL-tory of Alabama, and incidentally of Georgia and ^^j.-^hslppi

by Albert Jame-« Pickett, of Montgomery, Ala., 2 vols.
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PREFACE. xiii

The growing interest manifested in our country for every

thing that tends to clear up 'the misty annals of our early

history, has induced me to prepare a revised edition of my

work for the press
;
and if it only serves this purpose, I shall

bo fully rewarded for my labors.

Since the publication of the first edition of this work, the

war with the native tribes of Plorida has occurred
;

in which

the United States troops have sustained many of the difficulties,

hardships and perils sustained by the Spaniards in their adven-

turous expedition. The same proud and unyielding spirit was

exhibited by the native chiefs, which actuated their ancestors,

and called forth the admiration of the Spanish historians. In-

deed, the recent Indian campaigns in Florida cast back much

illustration and interest on the romantic enterprise of Dc Soto.
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13

CONQUEST OE FLOBTDA.

cnAriER I.

FIRST DISCOVERY OF FLORIDA.

Nevef. was tlie spirit of wild adventure more universally diffused

than at tlie dawn of the sixteenth century. The wondrous dis-

coveries of Columbus and his hardy companions and followers,

the descriptions of the beautiful summer isles of the west, and

the tales of unexplored regions of wealth locked up in unbounded

wildernesses, had an effect upon the imaginations of the young

and the adventurous, not unlike the preaching of the chi^alric

crus.ades for the recovery of the Holy Sepulchre. The gallant

knight, the servile retainer, the soldier of fortune, the hooded

friar, the painstaking mechanic, the toilful husbandman, the loose

profligate, and tlie hardy mariner, all were touched with the per-

vading passion, all left home, country, friends, wives, children,

loves, to seek some imaginary Eldorado, confidently expecting to

return with countless treasure.

Of all the enterprises undertaken in this spirit of daring ad-

venture, none has surpassed for hardihood and variety of incident
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2-1 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

that of the renowned Hernando de Soto and his band of cavaliers.

It was poetry put in action
;

it was the knight-errantry of the

old world carried into the depths of the American wilderness

;

indeed, tlie personal adventures, the feats of individual prowess,

the picturesque descriptions of steel-clad cavaliers, with lance

and helm and prancing steed, glittering through the wildernesses

of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and the prairies of the Far West,

would seem to us mere fictions of romance, did they not come to

us recorded in matter of fact narratives of contemporaries, and

corroborated by minute and daily memoranda of eye-witnesses.

Hefore we enter, however, upon the stirring and eventful

story of the fortunes of De Soto and his followers, it is proper to

notice briefly the discovery of the land which was the scene of

his adventures, and the various expeditions to it which stimulated

him to his great enterprise.

Those who are conversant with the history of the Spanish

di.scovcrics will remember the chimerical cruise of the brave old

governor of Forto Dico, Ponce de Leon, in search of the Foun-

tain of Youth. This fabled fountain, according to Indian tra-

il it ion, existed in one of the Bahama Islands. Ponce de Leon

sought after it in vain, but in the course of his cruisings discov

cred a country of vast and unknown extent, to which, from the

abundance of flowers, and from its being first seen on Palm Sun-

day (Pascua Florida), he gave the name of Florida.

Obtaining permission from the Spanish government to subju-

gate and govern this country', ho made a second vo3'ag<^ to its

shores, but was mortally wounded in a conflict with the natives.

Such was the fiitc of the first adventurer into the wild regions of

Florida, and he really seems to have bequeathed his ill fortune

to his succe.^sors.
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LUCAS VASQUEZ DE AYLLOX’S EXPEDITIOX. 25

A few years after his defeat a captain of a caravel, named

Diego Miruelo, was driven to the coast of Florida by stress of

weather, where he obtained a small quantity of silver and gold

in traffic from the natives. With this he returned well pleased

to San Domingo, spreading the fame of the country he had visit-

ed. About the same time a company of seven wealthy men of

San Domingo, concerned in gold mines, at the head of wliich was

the licentiate Lucas Yasquez de Ayllon. auditor and judge of

appeals of tliat island, fitted out two vessels to cruise among the

islands and entrap Indians to work in the mines. In the course

of this righteous cruise the vessels were driven by stress of wca-

tlicr to a cape on tlic cast coast, to wliich they gave the name of

St. Helena. The country in the neighborhood was called Chico-

rca, and is the same now called South Carolina. Here they

anchored at the mouth of a river which they called the Jordan,

after the name of the sea-captain who discovered it. It is the

same now known by its Indian appellation, the Cambahee.* The

natives hastened to the shores at sight of the ships, which

they mistook for huge sea-monsters
;
but, when tliey beheld men

issue from them, with white complexions and beards, and clad in

raiment and shining armor, tliey fled in terror.

The Spaniards soon dispelled their fears, and a friendly inter-

course took place. The poor Indians were kind and hospitable,

brought provisions to the ships, and made the strangers presents

of marten skins, pearls, and a small quantity of gold and silver.

* Y'e follow the general opinion, strengthened by the circumstance that

the UfighU'ring Sound and Island are still called by tlie niune of St. Helena,

ll.-.nrera places Cut>o St. Helena and tlie river Jordan in the thirty-second

degree of latitude, wliich is that of Savaauah river.— Vide llcrrcra, D. ii. lib.

X. c. G.
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26 CO^fQUEST OF FLORIDA.

The Spaniards gave them trinkets in return, and, having com

pleted their supplies of wood and water and provisions, invited

their savage friends on board of the ships. The Indians eagerly

accepted the invitation. They thronged the vessels, gazing with

wonder at every thing around them
;
but v.’hcn a sufficient num-

ber were' below the decks, the Spaniards pcrhdiously closed the

hatches upon them, and, weighing anchor, made sail for San

Domingo. One of the ships was lost in the course of the voyage,

the other arrived safe, but the Indians on board of her remained

sullen and gloomy, and refused food, so that jiiost of them perish-

ed of famine and melancholy.*

The report.®, however, brought back by the kidnappers, of the

country they had visited, as well as the specimens of gold and

silver brought home about the same time by Diego Miruelo,

roused the cupidity and ambition of the auditor Lucas Yasquez

de Ayllon. Dcing shortly afterwards in Spain, he obtained from

the Emperor Charles Y. permission to conquer and govern the

ncwly-di.scovcred province of Chicorea. AYith this permission he

returned to San Domingo, and fitted out an armament of three

large vessels, embarking personally in the enterprise.

Diego iMiruelo persuaded him first to steer in quest of the

country he had visited, and which he represented as much richer

than Chicorea. He accompanied the expedition as pilot, but

having, with a negligence unworthy of a practised mariner, neg-

lected in his first vLit to take an observation, he was unable to

fiud the place at which he had formerly landed, and was so much

mortified by the ridicule and reproaches of his employers, that he

fell into a profound melancholy, lost his senses, and died in tho

course of a few days.

* Hist. Fl*^nda, por el Inca, L. i. c. 2. Ilerrora, D. ii. L. x. c. 6.
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EXPEDITIOX OF LUCAS VASQUEZ DE AYLLOX.

Lucas Yasqiicz de Ayllon now prosecuted liis voyage to the

eastward in search of Chicorea. Arriving in the river Jordan

(or Camhaliee), the scone of perfidy in the preceding voyage, his

principal ship stranded and was lost. With the remaining two

lie passed further to the eastward, and landed on a coast adjoin-

ing Cliicorea, in a gentle and pleasant region. Here he was so

well received that he considered the country already under liis

dominion, and permitted two hundred of his men to visit the

principal village, about three leagues in the interior, while he

remained with a small force to guard the ships.

The inhabitants of the village entertained these visitors witli

feasting and rejoicing for three days, until, having put them com-

fnctely off their guard, they rose upon them in the niglit and

massacred every soul. They then repaired by daybreak to the

I'.arbor, and surprised Vasr|uez de Ayllon and his handful of

guards. The few who survived escaped wounded and dismayed

to their ships, and making all sail from the fated coast, liastened

back to San Domingo. According to some accounts Ayllon re-

mained among tlie slain on the coast he sought to subjugate, but

others assert that he returned wounded to San Domingo, wliere

the humiliation of his defeat, and the ruin of his fortunes, con-

spired with hi.s bodily ills to liurry Iiiin broken-hearted to the

grave. Thus signally did the natives of Chicorea revenge the

wrongs of their people who had been so perfidiously kidnapped.*

* Ili.-t. I’loriJa, per el Inca, L. i. c. ‘2, Herrera, D, ii. L. x. c. G. Idem. D.

iiL lib. viii. c. S. Peter MartjT, D. vie c. 11. Heylym Cosmographie, L. iv. p.

100. Dnid. Ed. ICCO.
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CHAPTER II.

THE EXPEDITION OF PAMPIIILO DE NARVAEZ.

A CAVALIER of greater note was the next who aspired to sub-

jugate tlic unknown realms of Florida. This was the brave but

ill-starred Painphilo do Narvaez, the same Avho had attempted to

arrest Hernando Cortes in his conquering career against Mexico,

in which attempt he was defeated in battle, and lost an eye.

Ni^rvaez possessed favor at court, and was enabled to fit out a

considerable armament for his new enterprise. He was invested

by the Emperor Charles V. with the title of Adclantado, or niili-

tary governor of the country, he expected to subdue and occupy,

wliicli wa.s that part of Florida extending from its extreme cape

to the river of Palms. In this expedition he trusted to wipe off

the disgrace of his late defeat, and even to acquire laurels which

might vie with tho.se of Cortes.

Oil the 12th of April, 152S, Narvaez anchored at the mouth

of an open bay on the eastern coast of Florida, with a squadron

of four barks and a brigantine. Here he landed his forces,

con.si.sting of four hundred men and forty-five horses: having lost

many of his men by desertion in the West India islands, and

several of his horses in a storm.
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ARRIVAL OF NARVAEZ’S EXPEDITION. 29

Erecting the royal standard, he took possession of the couii>

try for the crown of Spain, with no opposition from the natives.

After having explored the vicinity, Narvaez determined to pene-

trate the country in a northward direction, hoping to discover

some great empire like that of Mexico or Peru. In the mean

time,' the ships were to proceed along the coast in quest of some

convenient harbor, where they were either to await his arrival, or

to steer for Havana and return with supplies for the arm3^*

This plan was strongly opposed by the treasurer of the ex-

pedition, one Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Yaea, a prudent and

sagacious man. He represented the danger of plunging into

an unknown wuldcrncss -without knowing a word of the language,

and advised, rather, that they should continue on in their ships,

until they found a secure harbor and a fertile country, from

whence they might make incursions into the. interior.

This sound advice was slighted by Narvaez and his adventu-

rous companions, wdiosc imaginations were inflamed with the idea

of inland conquest. The squadron, accordingly, set sail to the

northward
;
and Narvaez and his troops set out by land in the

same direction, accompanied by the fuitliful Alvar Nunez; who,

since he could not dissuade his commander from his desperate

career, resolved to share his fate.

The force which proceeded by land consisted of three hun-

dred men, forty of whom w'crc mounted on horses. The allow-

ajice to each man consisted of two pounds of biscuit and half a

[*ound of bacon. For the first few' days they met witli fields of

maize, and villages containing provisions. Here, however, they

outraged tlie feelings of the natives by rifling and laying waste

their sepulchres, mistaking them for idolatrous temples. They

* Herrera, Decnd. iv, L. iv. c, t.
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30 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

afterwards journejed many days tlirougli desert solitudes witli*

out house or inhabitant, suffering greatly from want of food.

Tliey crossed rapid rivers on rafts or by swimming, continually

e.xposed to the assaults of hordes of lurking savages; they

traversed swamps and forests, making their way with great dif-

ficulty through matted thickets and over fallen trees, and suffer-

ing ever}' variety of misery and hardship.

Still tlicy were cheered onward by the assurances of certain

captives who served as guides, that at some distance ahead lay a

vast province called Apalachee, extremely fertile, and abounding

in tlie gold they so eagerly sought after.

At length tlic}^ arrived in sight of the place which gave its

name to this long desired province. Narvaez had pictured it to

himself a second Mexico, and was chagrined at finding it a mere

village of two hundred and forty houses. Alvar Nunez was sent

forward to take po.sscssion of it, which he did without opposition,

the men having all fled to tlie woods.

The Spaniards remained twenty-five days in the village,

exploring the neighboring country, and subsisting upon the pro-

visions they found in the place. During this time they were

liarassed. day and night, by the natives of tlie province, who were

an exceedingly warlike people. They were disappointed in their

hopes of finding gold, and discouraged by the accounts given

them of the country further on. They were told, however, that

by shaping their course to the southward, towards the sea, they

would, after nine days’ journey, come to the village of Ante,

where there was maize and vegetables and fish in abundance, and

where the natives were of a friendly disposition.

Towards Ante, therefore, did they turn their steps, more

eager now for food than for gold. The journey was perilous and
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DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED 31

full of disaster. They had to cross decj:) lagoons and dismal

8\vamjt.'», with the water often up to their breasts, their passage

o]>.<tructed by rotten trees, and beset by hordes of savages.

These appeared to the disheartened Spaniards of gigantic

heigiit
;

they had bows of enormous size, from wdiich they

discharged arrows wdth such force as to penetrate armor at the

distance of two hundred yards. At length, after incredible

hnrd.»hij)S, and witli the loss of many men and horses, they

arrived at the village of Ante.*’ The natives ' abandoned and

biiiiit tlieir houses on the approach of the invaders, but they left

behitid a quantity of maize, with whieli tlie Spaniards appea.sed

tiicir hunger.

A day’s march beyond tlie village brought them to a river,

wlm-h gradually expanded into a large road, or arm of the sea.

Here they came to a pause in their adventurous career, and held

a consultation as to their future movements. Their hopes of

wraltli and conrpicst were at an end. Nearly a third of their

origiiuil number had perished
;

while of the survivors a ^reat

majority were ill, and disease was daily spreading among them.

To attempt to retrace their steps, or to proceed along the coast

in Search of the fleet, would be to lui/ard all their lives. At

it wa.s suggested -that they should construct small

bark-’, launch them upon the deep, and keep along the coast

until they should find their ships. It was a forlorn hope, but

thr-y caiight at it like desperate men. They accordingly set to

work with great eagerness. One of them constructed a pair of

K'llows out of deer-skins, furnishing it with a wooden pipe.

tlt!i‘' rs ma»lc cluircoal and a forge. l>y the aid of these they

I'oon turned their stirruj).s, spurs, crossbows, and other articles

* Supposed to ho on what now called the Bay of St. Mark?.
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82 COXQUEST OF FLORIDA.

of iron, into nails, saws, and hatchets. The tails and manes of

the horses, twisted with the fibres of the palm-tree, served for

rigging
;

their shirts, cut open and sewed together, furnished

sails
;
the fibrous part of the palm-tree, also, was used as oakum

;

the resin of the pine-trees for tar
;

the skins of horses were

made into vessels to contain fresh w’ater
;
and a quantity of

maize was won by hard fighting from the neighboring natives.

A hor.se was killed every three days for provisions for the labor-

ing hands and the sick. Having at length by great exertions

completed five frail barks, they embarked on the 22d of Septem-

ber, from forty to fifty persons being in each
;

but so closely

crowded were they, that there was scarcely room to move, while

the gunwale of the boats was forced down by their weight to the

water’s edge.

Setting sail from this bay, w'hich they called the Bay of

Caballos, they continued on for several days to an island where

they secured five canoes that had been deserted by the Indians.

These being attached to their barks, enabled them to sail with

greater comfort. They passed through the strait between the

island and the inainlnnd, which they called the Strait of San

Miguel, and sailed onward for many days, enduring all the

torments of hunger and parching thirst ; the skins which con-

tained their fresh w’ater having burst, some, driven to despera-

tion, drank salt w'ater, and died miserably. Their sufferings

were aggravated by a fearful storm. At length they approached

a more populous and fertile part of the coast, upon which they

lauded occasionally to procure provisions, and were immediately

involved in bloody affrays with the natives. Thus harassed

by sea and land, famishing with hunger, their barks shattered

and scarcely manageable, these unfortunate wanderers Jost all
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NARVAEZ PERISHES AT SEA. 3S

presence of minclj and became wild and desperate. They were

again driven out to sea, and scattered during a stormy night.

At daybreak three of these tempest-tossed barks rejoined eacli

other. In one, wjiicli was the best manned and the best sailer,

was Pamphilo de Narvaez. Alvar Nunez, who had command of

another, seeing the Adclantado making for the laud, called upon

him for aid. Narvaez replied that it was no longer time to help

others, but that every one must take care of himself. He then

made for the shore, and abandoned Alvar Nunez to make the

br.st of his way with the other bark.

After wandering along the coast in his bark for many days,

Narvaez anchored one night off the land. All his crew had gone

on shore for provisions, excepting one sailor and a page who was

firk. A violent gale sprang up from the north, and the vessel,

in which was neither food nor water, was driven out to sea, and

no tidings ever heard of her after. Thus perished the ill-fated

l*umj)hilo de Narvaez.

The only survivors of this disastrous expedition were Alvar

Nunez Cabeza de Yaca. and four of his companions. After the

nso.^t singular and unparalleled hardships, they traversed the

nortl'cnj parts of Florida, crossed tlie Mississippi, and the desert

and mountainous regions on the confines of Texas and the Kocky

M«‘iintain.s, j>assing from tribe to tribe of Indians, oftentimes as

slaves, until at the end of several years they succeeded in reach-

it a: the Spanish settlement of Coinpostella. From thence Alvar

Nunez proceeded to Mexico, and ultimately arrived at Lisbon in

1337
;
nearly ten years after his embarkation with Pamphilo de

Narvaez.*

* lids cliaj)tor i.s diicfly taken from the “ Naufragios dc Alvar Nufici

C do Vaca,” \\ath <x:ca-iion:iI references to Herrera.
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CHAPTER III. -

IIERXAXDO DE SOTO HIS BIIITII ADVEXTURES LX PERU FITS

OUT AX ARMAAIEXT FOPv FLORIDA TOUCHES AT THE CAXARY

ISLAXDS ARRIVAL AT CURA.

OxE Avoiilil have thought that after the melancholy result of

these sad cuterprise.s, and others of less note, but ecjually unfor-

tunate, the coast of Florida would have been avoided as a fated

land. The Spanish discoverers, however, were not to be deterred

by difhcultios and dangers, and the accounts rendered of the vast

extent of this unknown country, and of opulent regions in its in-

terior, served to prompt to still bolder and more costly enter-

pri.ses.

It is ]»roper to note that the Spaniards, at this period, had a

very vague idea of the country called Florida, and by no means

limited it to its present boundaries. They knew something of

the maritime border of the peninsula, but Florida, according to

their notions, extended far beyond, having the confines of Mexico

in one direction, the banks of Newfoundland in another, and ex-

panding into a vast Terra Incognita to the north.

The aecount.s brouglit to I’lurope by Alvar Nunez, of the ex-

pedition of Pamphilo de Narvaez, contributed to promote thi,s
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BIRTH OF HERNANDO DE SOTO. 36

idea. It was supposed that this unfortunate cavalier, in his ex-

tensive march, had but skirted the borders of immense internal

omjiires, which might rival in opulence and barbaric splendor the

recently discovered kingdoms of Mexico and Peru; and there
t

was not wanting a bold and ambitious spirit to grasp immediately

at the pabn of conquest.

Tiie candidate that now presented himself for the subjugation

of Florida, was Hernando de Soto, and as his expedition is the

subject of the succeeding pages, it is proper to introduce him

]>articularly to tlie reader. Hernando de Soto was born about

the year 1501, in Villa nueva de Barcarota,* and was of the old

Spanish hidalguia, or gentry, for we are assured by one of his

I'iogi aphers that he was a gentleman by all four descents that

is to .«ay, the parents both of his fiithcr and mother were of gentle

blood
;
a pedigree which, according to the rules of Spanish herald-

ry, entitled him to admission into the noble order of Santiago.

Whatever might be the dignity of his descent, however, he be-

gan his career a mere soldier of fortune. All his estate, says his

Portuguese historian, was but a sword and buckler. He accom-

panied Pedrarias Havila,f when he went to A^nerica to assume

the command of Terra Pinna. The merits of Dc Soto soon gain-

ed him favor in the eye of Pedrarias, who gave him command of a

troop of horse ; with those he followed Pizarro in his conquering

cx[)edition into Peru. Here he soon signalized himself by a rare

comV'ination of prudence and valor: he was excellent in council,

yet furemost in every perilous exploit
;
not recklessly seeking

* llio I’urtui^vieso nairator assif^ns Xcrc3 do B;ulaj<js a.s the birthplace of

Do.Soto; we follow, however, tlio authority of tlic Inca Garselasso de la

^ Herrera (Hi>r. Ind. Dec. vi. L. vii. c, 0,) at^roos with the Inca,

f Properly written Pedro .\ria.s de Avila.

2 "^
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86 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

danger for danger’s sake, or tlirougli a vain tliirst for notoriety

but bravely putting every thing at hazard where any important

point was to be gained by intrepidity.

Pizarro soon singled him out from the hardy spirits around

him, and appointed him his lieutenant.* Was there a serviee of

cs[)ecial danger to be performed—De Soto had it in charge
;
was

there an enterprise requiring sound judgment and fearless daring

—De Soto was sure to be called upon. A master at all weapons,

and a complete horseman, his prowess and adroitness were the

admiration of the Spani.sh soldiery. They declared that his lance

alone was equal to any ten in the army
;
and that in tlie manage-

ment of this cliivalrous weapon, he was second only to Pizarro.

lie was sent by that commander on the first embassy to the

renowned and ill-fated Inca Atahualpa, whose subjects, we are

told, were filled with surprise and admiration on beholding his

wonderful feats of horsemanship.

f

He afterwards commanded one of the squadrons of horse that

ca])tured this unfortunate Inca and routed his army of warriors.

J

^Ile led the way with a baud of seventy horsemen, to the disco-

very ami subjugation of the great province of Cusco, in which he

distinguished himself by the most daring and romantic acliieve-

* Hen era, HLt lud., Decad. v. L. ii. c. 2.

j Herrera, Hi^it. Tnd., Decad. v. L. iiL c. 10, says, Heruandodc Soto sprau^

UjK)ii his h<>r-^\ and aware tliat the eyes of the Inca were upon him, he made
his ‘-t'-cd curvet, ciiracole and leap, and striking in his sp\irs daslied u[> so near

to the .‘i.avage ])rlnce that he felt the very brentli of the snorting animal. The
haughty luca was as serene and unmoved as if he had beeu accu^tonud all

his life to the charge of a horse. Many of the Indians, liowevcr, fl< d in ter-

ror. Atahualpa immediately ordered the fugitives to appear before him, and

pteriily repreli* udiut; them with their cowardice, ortlered them all to bo put to

death for having In haved so ilastardly in his n)yal presence.

I Vega, C«mi. de Peru, H i. c. 21. Herrera. D. v. L. il c. 11.
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DE SOTO'S ADVENTURES IN' PERU. 81

ments.*. We might trace him throughout the whole history of

the Peruvian conquest by a series of perilous encounters and mar-

vellous escapes, but our purpose is only to state briefly the cir-

cumstances which directed his ambition into the career of con-

quest, and which elevated him to the notice of his sovereign, and

of all contemporary cavaliers of enterprising spirit.

Hernando de Soto returned to Spain enriched by the spoils cf

the new w'orld
;
his share of the treasures of xVtaliualpa having

amounted, it is said, to the enormous sum of a hundred and eighty

thousand crowns of gold. He now assumed great state and equip-

age, and appeared at the court of the Emperor Charles Y.. at

Valladolid, in magnificent stylo, having his steward, his major-

domo, his master of the horse, his pages, lackeys, and all the

other household ofticers that in those ostentatious days swelled

the retinue of a Spanish nobleman. He was accompanied by a

knot of brave cavaliers, all evidently bent on pushing their for-

tunes at court. Some of them had been his brothers in arms in

the conquest of Peru, and had returned with their purses w'cil

filled with Peruvian gold, which they expended in soldierlike

style, on horses, arms, and ^^’ich array.” Tw'O or^three of them

deserve particular notice, as they will be found to figure conspi-

cuou.^ly in the course of this narrative. NuHo Tobar, a native of

Xeres de Hadajos, ^Yas a young cavalier of gallant bearing, great

valor, and romantic generosity. Another, Luis de Hoscoso de

Alvorado, likewise of Xeres, had signalized himself in his cam-

j
aigns in the new world. A third, Juan de Anasco, was a native

of Seville. He had not been in Peru, but w’as not inferior to the

others in bravery of spirit, while he was noted for his nautical

skill and his knowledge of cosmography and astronomy.

* Herrera, Dec. v. L. iv. c. x., and lib. v. c. 2. 3.
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5S CONQUPIST OF PXORIDA.

The world was at that time resoimding with the recent con

quest of Peru. The appearance at court of one of the conquer-

ors, tlius brilliantly attended, could not fail to attract attention.

The personal qualifications of De Soto corresponded with hi.s

fame. He was in the prime of manhood, being about thirty-six

years of age, of a 'commanding height, above the middle size, and

a dark, animated, and expressive countenance. With such ad-

vantages, of person and reputation, he soon succeeded in gaining

the affections and the hand of a lady of distinguished rank and

merit, Isabella de Pobadilla, daughter to Pedrarias Davila, Count

of Puno en llostro. This marriage, connecting him with a pow-

erful family, had a great cftcct in strengthening his influence at

court.*

Do Soto might now have purchased estates, and passed the

remainder of his days opulently and honorably in his native

land, in the bosom of his connections, but he was excited by the

remembrance of past adventures, and eager for further dis-

tinction. Just at this juncture, Alvar Xuno Cabeza de Yaca

returned to Spain with tidings of the fate of Pamphilo de Nar-

vaez and Ids followers. Ilis tale, it is true, was one of hardships

and di.sasters, but it turned the thoughts of adventurous men to

the va.-=t and unknown interior of Florida. It is said that Alvar

Nunez observed some reserve a'nd mystery in his replies when

qu-.-stiomul. as to whether they had found any riches in the

country they had visited
;

that he talked of asking permission of

ti»c crown to return there and prosecute the discovery, and that

!.e liad even sworn his follow survivors to secrecy as to what

they had seen, lest others should be induced to interfere with his

I
ru.^pects.f

*' Portugue>e Xarrativo, c 1. f Portiiguosc Xnrr.ativo, c. 2.
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EXPEDITION AGAINST FLORIDA. 89

The imagination of De Soto took fire from what he gathered

of the narrative of Alvar Nunez. He doubted not there existed

in tlie interior of Florida some regions of wealth, equalling, if

not exceeding, Mexico and Peru. He had hitherto only followed

in the course of conquest
;

an opportunity now presented of

rivalling the fame of Cortes and Pizarro
;
his reputation, his

wealth, his past services, and his marriage connections—all gave

him the means of securing the chance before him. In the mag-

nificent spirit of a Spanish cavalier, he asked permission of the

Emperor to undertake the conquest of Florida at his own expense

and risk.

His prayer was readily granted. The Emperor conferred on

him in advance, the title of Adelantado, which combines military

and civil command, and granted him moreover a marquisitc,

with an estate of thirty leagues in length and fifteen in breadth,

in any part of the country he might discover. He likewise cre-

ated him governor and captain-general for life, of Florida, as

well as of the Island of Cuba. The command of this island had

Ik^cu annexed at the especial request of I)e Soto, as he knew it

would be important to have the complete control of it, to fit out

and supply armaments for the meditated conquest.

No sooner was he thus gratified in his wishes, than he pro-

vided for the brothers in arms who had accompanied him to

court. Nuno de Tobar he appointed his lieutenant-general,

for which post he was well qualified by his great valor and his

popular qualities. ' Luis de Moscoso de Alvarado he made camp-

master-gencral, and he procured for Juan de Anasco the ap-

pointment of Contailor, or royal accountant, whose duty it was

to take account of all the treasures gained in the expedition, and

to Sot apart one fifth fitr the crown.
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40 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Dc Soto Avould likewise have engaged Alvar Nunez Caheza

do Yaca to accompany him, and offered him highly advantageous

terms, which he was at first inclined to accept, but subsequently

refused, being unwilling to march under the command of another

in an enterprise in which he had aspired to take the lead. Pie

afterwards obtained from, the Emperor the government of llio dc

la I^hita.*

3Uit tlioiigh Alvar. Nunez declined to embark in the enter-

prise, his representations of the country induced two of his kins-

men to ofl'er their services. One of them, a brave and hearty

cavalier, named Balthazar dc Gallegos, was so eager for the expe-

dition that he sold his houses, vineyards and cornfields, and four-

score and ten acres of olive orchards, in the neighborhood of Se-

ville, and determined to take his wife with him to the new world.

l)e Soto was so well pleased with his zeal, that he made him Al-

guazil Mayor. The other kinsman of Alvar Nunez was named

Christopher Spinola, a gentleman of Genoa, to whom De Soto

gave the command of seventy halberdiers of his body-guard.

It was soon promulgated throughout Spain that Hernando de

Soto, one of the conquerors of l^eru, was about to set out on the

conquest of the great empire of PTorida, an unknown country,

equal if not superior in wealth and splendor to any of the

golden empires of the new world, and that he was to do it at his

own expense, with the riches gained in his previous conquests.

This was enough to draw to his standard adventurers of all

kinds and chesses. Cavaliers of noble birth, soldiers of fortune

who had served in various parts of the world, private citizens and

peaceful artisans, all abandoned their homes and families, sold

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 4.
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ARRIVAL OF FORTUGUESE HIDALGOS. 41

their efiects, and offered themselves and their resources for this

new conquest.

A striking acco^int is given us of the arrival of a party of

these volunteers. As De Soto was one day in the gallery of his

house at Seville, he saw a brilliant band of cavaliers enter the

court-yard, and hastened to the foot of the stairs to receive them.

They wore Portuguese hidalgos, led by Andres de Yasconcclos

;

several of them had served in the wars with the Moors on the

African frontiers, and they had come to volunteer their services.

].>e Soto joyfully accepted their offer. He detained them to sup-

per, and ordered his steward to provide quarters for them in his

neighborhood. A muster being called of all the troops, the

Sj»aniards appeared in splendid and showy attire, with silken

doublets and cassocks pinked and embroidered. The Portu-

guese, on the contrary, came in soldierlike style, in complete

armor. - He Soto was vexed at the unseasonable ostentation of

Ids coiintiymcn, and ordered another review in which all should

aj)pcar armed. Here the Portuguese again came admirably

cijuipped, while the Spaniards, who had been so gaudy in their

silken dresses, made but a sorry show as soldiers, having old

ru.sty coats of mail, battered head-pieces, and indifferent lances,

'fhe general, it is said, marked his preference of the Portuguese,

by placing them near his standard. It must be observed, how-

ever, that this account is given by a Portuguese historian, who

naturally is disposed to give his countrymen the advantage of

the Spaniards. Other accounts speak generally of the excellent

C(piipments of all the forces.

In little more than a year from the time of the first procla-

mation of this enterprise, nine hundred and fifty Spaniards of all

degrees liad as.scmbled in the port of San Lucar de Harrameda,
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42 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

to embark in tlie expedition.* Never had a more gallant and

brilliant body of men offered themselves for the new world.

Scarcely one among 'them had gray hairs, all were young and

vigorous, and fitted for the toils and hardships and dangers of

80 advoiturous an undertaking.

])e Soto was munificent in his proffers of pecuniary assist-

ance to aid the cavaliers in fitting themselves out according to

their rank and station. Many were compelled, through neces-

sity, to accept of his offers
;
others, who had means, generously

declined them, deeming it more proper that tliey should assist,

than accept aid from him : many young cavaliers came erpiipped

in splendid style, with rich armor, costly dresses, and a train

of domestics. Indeed, some young men of quality had spent a

great {>art of tlieir substance in this manner.

Nuno Tobar, Luis de Moscoso, and several other cavaliers,

who liad distinguished themselves in the conquest of Peru, ex-

jicnded the greater part of their spoils in sumptuous equipments.

Jleside the cavaliers already specified, we may mention three

brothers, relatives of the governor, who accomjtanied him
;
Arias

Tinoco and Alonzo Homo de Cardenosa, both captains of in-

fantry, and l)iego Arias Tinoco, who was standard-bearer to the

army.

There were also enlisted in the enterprise twelve priests,

eigiit clergymen of inferior rank, and four monks
;
most of them

relatives of the superior officers; for, in all the Spanish expedi-

tions to the new world, the conversion of the heathen ’was not lost

sight of in the rage for conquest.

*
'IR'i Portuguese narrator "Ive.s .six luuuircd as numfer of men .as-

scmblo(.l, but we follow tlie Iiica Giucila-so de la Vega, wliosc authority is

corrolxjrated by Herrera and othor.«;.
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DE SOTO VIBITS THE CANARY ISLANDS. 43

This brlllifint armament embarked at San Lucar de Barra-

mcda, on the sixth of April, 1538, in seven large and three

small vessels. In th^ largest, called the San Christoval, which

wa.^ of eight hundred tons, embarked the governor, with his wife

l);»na I.cabel do Bobadilla, and all his family and retinue. They

set .‘•ail in company with a fleet of twenty-six sail bound to

>b'xico.* and with great sound of trumpets and thunder of artil-

lery. Tlic armament of Be Soto was so bountifully supplied

with naval stores, that each man was allowed double rations.

This led to useless waste
;
but the governor was of a magnificent

f^j'irit.and so elated at finding in his train such noble and gallant

I . that he thouirht he could not do enough to honor and

pi iilfv them.

On the twenty-first of April, the fleet arrived at Gomera, one

t’f the Canary Islands. Here they were received with great

parade and courte.sy by the governor, who bore the title of

(huint de Gomera. The count seems to have been a gay and

I'l.xuriuus cavalier, wdth somewhat of an amatory complexion, his

dnme.^tic e.stablishment being graced by several natural daughters.

Im'u he came forth to receive his guests he was dressed in

wliito from head to foot, hat, cloak, doublet, breeches and shoes
;

that, according to the old Portuguese narrative, he looked not

uislike a captain of a gang of gipsies. During three days that

the fleet remained in the port, he entertained his guests in jovial

st)h.‘, with fcastings and rejoicings.

Among his daughters was one named Leonora de Bobadilla,

who particularly attracted the notice of the youthful cavaliers.

J^hc wa.s not more than seventeen years of ago, and extremely

b<‘auiifiil. Do Soto was so pleased and interested with her ap-

* PortugiK‘50 Narrative, c. -t.
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44 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

pcarancc and manners, that he entreated the count to permit her

to accompany his wife, Doha Isabel de Dobadilla, who would

cherish her as her own daughter
;

intimating that he would

procure an advantageous match for her among the noble cava-

liers of his army, and advance her to rank and fortune in the

country he should conquer.

The Count de Gomcra, knowing the munificence of De Soto,

and tliat he would be disposed to perform even more than he

promised, confided his daughter to his care, and to the maternal

protection of his high-minded and virtuous wife.

On the twenty-fourth April the fleet again set sail. The

voyage was fair and prosperous, and about the last of May they

arrived in the harbor of the city of Santiago de Cuba.
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CnAFTER lY.

HEJOICINGS OF THE INHABITANTS OF CUBA ON THE ARFHVAE OP

HE SOTO. DEPOSITION OF NUNO TOBAF.. DON VASCO FOR-

CALT.O DE FIGUEJIOA, APPOINTED LIEUTENANT-GENERAL OF

THE FORCES.

The arrival of tlie new governor witli so important an arma-

iiiciit ivas an event of great joy throughout the island of Cuba.

hen De Soto landed, the whole city of Santiago turned out

to receive him. He found a beautiful horse, richly caparisoned,

waiting for him, and likewise a mule for Donna Isabella; which

were furnished by a gentleman of the town. He w'as escorted

to ITis lodgings, by the burghers on horse and on foot, and all

hi.s ofheers and men wore hospitably entertained by them
;
some

being quartered in tlie town, and others in tlieir country-houses.*

Tor several days it was one continued festival. At night there

were balls and masquerades; by day, tilting matches, bull-fights,

contests of skill in horsemanship, running at the ring, and

other amusements of a chivalrous nature.

The young cavaliers of the army vied with each other, and

with the youth of the city, in the gallantry of their equipments,

the elegance and novelty of their devices, and the wit and in-

genuity of their mottoes. What gave peculiar splendor to

* T’ortugucse Relation, c. 4.
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46 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

these entertainments was the beauty and spirit and excellence

of the horses. The great demand for these noble animals, for

the conquests of Mexico and Peru, and other parts, rendered

tlie raising of them one of tlie most profitable sources of

speeulation in the islands. The island of Cuba was naturally

favorable to them
;
and as gi'cat care and attention had been

given to multiply and improve the breed, there was at this

time an uncommon number, and- of remarkably fine qualities.

Many indi^^duals had from twenty to thirty horses in their

stables, and some of the rich had twice that number on their

estates.

Tlie cavaliers of the army had spared no expense in furnish-

ing tlicmselves with the most superb and generous steeds for

their intended expedition. Many individuals possessed three or

four, caparisoned in the most costly manner
;
and tlie governor

aided liberally with his purse, such as had not the means of

equi|iping themselves in suitable style.

Thus freshly and magnificently mounted, and arrayed in their

new dresses and burnished armor, the young cavaliers made a

brilliant display, and carried off many of the prizes of gold, and

silver, and silks, and brocades, which were adjudged to those who

distinguished themselves at these chivalrous games.

In these, no one carried off the prize more frequently than

NiiTio dc Tobar, the lieutenant-general. He was, as has been

said, a cavalier of high and generous qualities, who had gained

laurels in the compiest of Peru. He appeared on these occasions

in sumptuous array, mounted on a superb horse, of a silver gray

da]ij)lcd, ami wa.s always noted for the graccfulne.ss of his car

riage, his noble demeanor, and his admirable address in the man-

agement of lance and steed.
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VASCO PORCELLO VISITS THE GOVERNOR. 47

Uiifortuiuitcly the manly qualifications of Nuno Tobar had

jirocurcd him great favor in the eyes of the beautiful Leonora de

Bubadilhij the daughter of the Count de Gomcra. A secret

amour was carried on between them, and the virtue of the lady

was not proof against the solicitations of her lover.*

The consequences of their unfortunate intercourse were soon

too apparent to be concealed. De Soto was incensed at what he

considered an outrage upon his rights as a guardian over the lady,

and his confidence as a friend. He immediately deposed Nuno

Tobar from his station as lieutenant-general
;

and, though that

really generous spirited cavalier endeavored to make every repa-

ration in his power, by marrying the lady, De Soto could never

afterwards be brought to look upon him with kindness.

At this time there was on a visit to the governor in the city

of Santiago, a cavalier, upwards of fifty years of age, named Vasco

I'orcallo de Figueroa. He was of a noble family, and of a brave

and galliard disposition, having seen much hard fighting in the

Indies, in Spain and Italy, and distinguished himself on various

occasions. He now resided in the town of Trinidad in Cuba,

living opulently and luxuriously upon the wealth he had gained

in the wars, honored for his exploits, loved for his social qualities,

a!td extolled for his hearty hospitality.

This magnificent cavalier had come to Santiago "with a pom-

pous retinue, to pay his court to the governor, and witness the

festivities and rejoicings. He passed some days in the city, and

when he beheld the array of gallant cavaliers and hardy soldiers

n.s.seinbled for the enterprise, the splendor of their equipments,

and the martial style with which they acquitted themselves in

public, his military spirit again took fire, and forgetting his

* PortuguciO Narrative of Coaq. of Florida, e. 7.
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4S CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

years, his past toils and troubles, and his present case and opu-

lence, lie* volunteered his services to De Soto, to follow him in

Ids anticipated career of conquest.

A volunteer of such military experience, ample wealth, and

great influence in the island, was too important not to bo received

with open arms
;
the governor immediately made him lieutenant-

general of the army
;
the post from which the gallant but unfor-

tunate Nuno Tobar had recently been deposed.

The conduct of Vasco Porcallo showed the policy of this ap-

pointment. He was so elated with this distinction, that he lav-

ished his money without stint in purcliasing provisions for the

armada. He was magnificent too in all his appointments, camp

equipage, armor and equipments, having caught the gay and brag-

gart spirit of his youthful companions in arms. He carried with

him a great train of Spanish, Indian and negro servants, and a

stud of thirty-six horses for his own use
;
while, with the open-

handed liberality for which he was noted, he gave upwards of fifty

horses as presents to various cavaliers of the army.

The example of this generous and high-mettled, though somc-

what wliiinsical old cavalier, had a powerful effect in animating

the inhabitants of Cuba to promote the success of the expedition,

and in inducing some of them to enroll themselves among the fol-

lowers of De Soto.*

* 'fhe Portuijue.sc narrator dryly a.'iserts that Va.-^co I’oroallo engaged ui

tJie expedition merely ^vith a -view to got slaves for his estates in Cuba. This

narrator, however, is to bo distrusted, when he assigns motives to the Spanish

leaders, fur whom he seems to have cutertiiined a national jealousy. I have

prcf.-rred the motives attributed by the Inca, as they .seem borne out by fact.?,

and by the general conduct of tliis vetenui Porjjallo, whose character is quite

Spanidi ;iud {> - culiar. Indeed, throughout thd whole work of the luca, his

rlcli and copious facts are always in harmony with the characteristics of his

persons.
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ClIAPTi:il V.

JTAN I>E ANASCO TWICE DISPATCHED TO FLORIDA. HIS NARROW
ESCAPE AND SAFE RETURN. FINAL PREPARATIONS OF THE

GOVERNOR.

For tliree montlis the governor made a tour of the island, visit-

iijg ihe principal towns, appointing officers of justice to rule in

hi.s absence, purchasing horses, and making other provisions for

his cxj)cdition. Towards the end of August he repaired to Ha-

vana, where he was afterwards joined by his family and all his

forces. Here he remained for a time, aiding the inhabitants, out

of his own fortune, to rebuild their houses and churches, which

had rccentl}’' been destroyed by French corsairs.

Wliilc tlius occupied he twice dispatched the Contador Juan

de Anasco, in a brigantine manned with picked sailors, to coast

the shores of Florida, in quest of some commodious harbor to

which the expedition might sail direct, and find secure anchorage,

and a good landing place for the troops.

Juan de Anasco was well fitted for such a service, combining

the sailor with the soldier, and possessing some skill in nautical

science. lie wa.s fond, too, of hazardous enterprise, never flinch-

ing from toils or perils, and was an excellent leader, though some-

what touchy and choleric.
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50 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Three months elapsed after his departure on his second voy-

age, without any tidings of him, and great fears were entertained

for his safety, when at length his tempest-tossed bark arrived at

Havana.

No sooner did Juan do Anasco and his crew put foot upon

land, tlian they tlircw tl\cmselves on their knees, and in this way

crawled to church to hear mass, in fulfilment of a vow made in an

liour of great peril. This done, they related all the dangers they

had passed on sea and land
;
having once been in imminent peril

of foundering, and having passed two mouths on an uninhabited

island, subsisting on shell-fish gathered along the beach, and wild-

fowl knocked down with clubs.

Anasco, however, had fulfilled the great object of his cruise,

having found a secure harbor on the coast of Florida. He

brought witli him four of tlie captured natives, to serve as inter-

preters and guides.

All his forces being now assembled in Havana, and the sea-

son favorable for sailing being at hand, the governor made his

final arrangements, appointing his wife Dona Isabel de Hobadilla

to govern the island during his absence, with Juan de Iloxas as

lieutenant-governor, and Francisco de Guzman as his lieutemmt,

in the city of Santiago. These two cavaliers had been in com-

mand prior to his arrival at the island, and had proved thenv

solves worthy of this great mark of confidence.*

* llie Inca, Lib. i. c. 13.

f Portn^uese PLelatiou, c. vii,, Hen'cva, D. vl. L. viL c. ?.
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CIIAril-R YI.

I)i: SOTO MEETS WITH AN OLD COMRADE, ITERNAN TONCE MUCH

AGAINST THE WILL OF THE LATTER.

While the governor was waiting for a fair wind to embark and

sot sail, a shij) was seen hovering off the port, driven thither by

stre.^s of wcatlicr, but evidently endeavoring to keep to sea.

Three times it was forced to the mouth of the harbor, and as

often fought its way against contrary winds to tlie broad ocean,

as if the greatest anxiety of the creYV was to avoid the port. At

length, after struggling four or five days against tempestuous

weather, it was compelled to come to anchor in the harbor.

This ship came from Nombre de Dios, on the Isthmus of

Panama, and this was the story of its singular conduct. On
bviarJ it was llernan I’oncc, an old comrade of Hernando Do

Solo. Tlicy had sought their fortunes together in Peru, and

when De Soto had left that country for a time to visit Spain, ho

entered into articles of partnership, or brotherhood, as it Yvas

called, witli 1 reman Ponce, as was frequently done by the Span-

i'«h dnscoverers and soldiers of fortune in tlie new world. Dy
the.<o articles they bound themselves, during their lives, to an

equal participation of gains and losses, and of all tiling.^, whether

*'f honr»r or ])rofit,

P,
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62 COJS'QUEST OF FLORlDxi.

After the departure of Do Soto for Spain, Hcriiau Ponce had

amassed much wealth, and had recovered several debts which

J)c Soto had left with him to be collected. Having turned all

Ids property into gold and silver, and jewels and precious stones,

he embarhed for Spain, but, at the port of embarkation, heard of

the new enterprise of his old companion Dc Soto, and that he

was at Havana with a great and expensive armament for the con-

<piest of Florida.

Hernan Ponce had no ambition of joining in the conquest
;

and feared that He Soto, having expended all his own wealth

npon his outfits, would claim his right of partnership and seek to

share the treasures he was carrying home, if not to grasp the

whole. Hernan Ponce, therefore, had been anxious to steer

clear of the port of Havana and pursue his voyage, and had

made large offers to the mariners to induce them to keep to sea,

but tempestuous weather had absolutely driven them into port.

No sooner did Hernando Dc Soto hear of the arrival of his

ancient comrade aiid partner, than he sent persons on board to

compliment and congratulate him upon his arrival, and invite

liim on shore to share with him his liousc, his possessions, and

all his honors and commands. The message he followed up in

person, repeating his congratulations and oilers.

Hernan Ponce would gladly ha\;(j dispensed with both com-

jdiments and fraternity, and fiuakc^d in secret fur the safety of

his trea.sures. He affected, however, to reciprocate the joy and

good will of his former comrade, but ‘excused himself from

landing until the following day, pleading the necessity of sleep

and repose after the fatigues of the late tempest. Do Soto left

him to his repf/se, but suspecting, or having had some intimation

of his real circumstances and designs, secretly stationed senti*
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HONORABLE CONDUCT OF DE SOTO. 63

by sea and by land to keep watch upon his movements. His

j>recautions were not in vain. Hernan Ponce about midnight

.vent two cofTers, containing all his gold, pearls, and precious

stonc.-s, to be concealed in some hamlet, or buried on the shore,

h-:iving only tlie silver on board, to keep up appearances, intend-

ing to pass it off on his partner as the whole of his wealth.

No .sooner liad the mariners landed the coffers, and conveyed

tlieni some distance from the boat, than a party of sentinels

rushed out from a thicket, put them to flight, seized upon the

tieasure, and conveyed it to the governor.

The confusion and distress of Ilcrnan Ponce, at losing his

beloved treasure, may easily be imagined, lie landed the next

day with a sorrowful countenance, and took up his abode with

]h* i^oto.

In j.rivate conversation, he revealed the misfortune of the

preceding night. He Soto had been waiting for the occasion,

Hiid now broke forth indignantly, reproaching him with having

M tempted to conceal his treasures, through want of faith in his

jti'tico and friendship. To show how groundless was his dis-

tru.^t, he ordered the coffers to be brought in, and requested him

t'j ‘'[»en them and sec if any thing were missing.

He lurthermore declared that all he had expended in his

j*r« .'ent undertaking, and all the titles, commands, and privileges

ho hud obtained from the crown, he had considered as for their

lijutual benefit, according to their terms of co-partnership and

frutornity
;
as he coukl prove by witnesses with him, who had

lK:cn J=re^ent at the execution of the writings. He now offered,

^^!lothcr he clm.se to accompany him in his conquest or not, to

share with him his titles and coiumands. or to yield to him such

'd them as he might prefer.
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64 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Ilcrnan Ponce T\’as confounded by the overwhelming courtesy

of the governor, and the sense of bis own delinquency
;
but his

heart yearned more after his own treasures than after all De

Soto’s anticipated conquests. He excused himself as well as he

could for the past, pretended to be highly gratified at being still

considered partner and brother, but dccHned all participation in

Pc Soto’s titles. He begged that their writings of co-partner-

ship might be renewed and made public, and that his Excellency

would proceed with his conquest, while he should return to

Spain
;
leaving to some future occasion tlic division of all their

gains. To testify his acceptance of one half of the conquest, he

entreated his Excellency to permit his wife Pona Isabel de

Bobadilla. to receive from him ten thousand dollars in gold and

silver, to aid in the expenses of the expedition; being the half of

what he had brought from Peru.

Pc Soto granted his prayer
;
the ten thousand dollars were

paid into the hands of Pona Isabel, the articles of co-partnership

were renewed, and during the whole stay of Ilernan Ponce at

Havana, he was always addressed as his Excellency, and received

the same personal honors as the governor.

The heart of Ilcrnan Ponce, however, rested with his money

bags, and delighted not in these empty lionors. Under various

pretexts, he deferred sailing for Spain until after the departure

of Pe Soto and his army for Florida. Eight days after the

governor had sailed, when there was no lik(.-lihood of his prompt

return, Ilcrnan Ponce addressed an instrument in writing to

Juan dc Ilojas, the lieutenant-governor, declaring that the ten

thousand dollars given to Hernando de Soto had not been paid

as a just debt, but extorted through fear lest he should make use

of his power to strip him of all his property. He begged, there-
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ESCxVPE OF HERXAX POXCE. 55

fore, tliat Dona Isabel de Bobadilla might be compelled to refund

them, otherwise he should complain to the Emperor of the injus-

tice with which he had been treated.

To this claim, Dona Isabel replied, that there were many

aceoiint.s both new and old to be settled between Ilernan Ponce

and her husband, as would be seen by their writings of c6-part-

nership. That Ilernan Ponce owed her husband more than fifty

thousand ducats, as half of the amount expended in the outfit for

tlic conquest.. She demanded, therefore, that he should be ar-

rested and held in safety until all these accounts could be exam-

ined and adjusted, which slie offered immediately to attend to, in

the' name of her husband.

Ilernan Ponce obtained a hint of the new' troubles preparing

for him, and fearing, should he fall into the hands of justice, he

w«)uld meet with but little mercy, he hoisted sail before the har-

pies of the law could get hold of him, and made the best of his

way to Spain, leaving his ten thousand dollars and all the unset-

tled accounts in the hands of Dona Isabel.* Having thus dis-

posed of this episode, we will step back eight days in our chro-

nology, to relate the sailing of the ex])Cdition for Florida.

* of Florida, per el luca, Lib. L c. 14, 15.
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CHAPTER YII.

THE ARMAAIEXT SETS SAIL FE.OAI CEBA ARRIVAL AND LANDING IN

FLORIDA EXPLOIT OF VASCO PORCALLO THEY COME UPON THE

FIRST TRACES OF PAMITIILO DE NARVAEZ.

On the 12tli May,* 1539, Hernando De Soto sailed from Havana

on his great enterprise. His squadron consisted of eight large

vessels, a caravel, and two brigantines, all freighted with ample

means of conquest and colonization. In addition to the forces

brought from Spain, he had been joined by many voliiiiteors, and

recruits in Cuba, so that his armament, besides the ship.s’ crews,

amounted to a thousand men, with three hundred and fifty

horses. It was altogether the most splendid expedition that had

yet set out for the new world.

The prevalence of contrary wind.s kept the squadron tossing

about, for several days, in the Gulf of Mexico. At length on

Whitsunday, the twenty-fifth day of May, they arrived at the

mouth of a deep bay, to which, in honor of the day. He Soto gave

the name of Kspiritu Santo, now known as Tampa Hay.

They had scarce arrived on the coast, when they beheld bale-

fires blazing along the shores, and columns of smoke rising in

III De Solo'i letter to ilic magistrates of Santiago, ho say?, he saixed

oil tlie ISih of May.
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ENCOUNTER ^VITH THE INDIANS. 57

different directions. It was evident the natives had taken the

alarm, and were summoning their warriors to assemble. De

Sot to was cautious, therefore, as to debarking his troops, and re-

mained several days on board
;
sounding the harbor, and seeking

a secure landing-place. In the mean time a boat sent on shore

to procure grass for the hor.sos, brought off a quantity of green

grapes, which grew wild in the woods. They were of a kind

different from any that the Spaniards had seen either in Mexico

or Peru, and they regarded tlicm with exultation as proofs of a

fruitful and pleasant country.

At length, on the*® last day of the month, a detachment of

three hundred soldiers landed, and took formal possession of the

country, in the name of Charles Y. Not a single Indian was to

be seen, and the troops remained all night on shore, in a state of

careless security. Towards the dawn of day, however, an im-

mense number of savages broke upon them with deafening yells
;

several of the Spaniards were wounded with arrows, many were

seized with panic, as new levied troops arc apt to be in their first

encounter, especially when in a strange land and assailed by

strange foes. They retreated to the edge of the sea in confu-

sion, crowding together so as to prevent each other from fighting

to advantage, and sounding the alarm with drum and trumpet.

The din of tlie tumult reached the fleet. The late seemingly

lifeless Iiulks were immediately as busy as hives of bees, when

their republic is invaded: armor was buckled on in haste, and a

reinforcement landed. The lieutenant-general Yasco Porcallo,

wi^ti seven horsemen, took tlie lead, not a little pleased with

having so early an opportunity of displaying his prowess. Dash-

ing his spur.s into his horse, and brandishing his lance, he charged

upon the savages, who made but slight resistance, and fled. lie
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pursued them for some distance, and then returned highly elated

with tliis first snuff of battle.

Scarcely had he reached the camp, however, when his horse

staggered under him and fell dead, having been wounded by an

arrow in the course of the skirmish. The shaft had been sent

with biicii force as to pass through the saddle and its housings,

and to bury itself, one third of its length, between the ribs of

l!ic liorse. Vasco Porcallo rose triumphant from his fall, vaunt-

ing that the first horse that luid fallen in this expedition was his,

and his the first lance raised against the infidels.

Tlie remainder of the troops were iio\^ disembarked and en-

(•nm])od on the borders of the bay, where they remained a few

days reposing after the fatigues of the sea. They then marched

to a village situated about two leagues distant
;
while the ships,

b ‘ing lightened by the landing of the troops, were enabled, with

tlie aid of the tide, to take their station opposite.

The village was deserted by the inhabitants. It consisted of

several large houses, built of wood and thatched with palm-

Iraves. At one end stood a kind of temple, with the image of a

bird on top. made of wood, with gilded eyes. In this edifice were

found string.s of pearls of small value, having been injured by

tijo fire, in boring them for necklaces and bracelets.

In an opposite quarter of the village, upon an artificial cmi-

neiico near the shore, so constructed as to serve as a fortress,

stood the dwelling of the cacique.* Here the governor took up

. .*

.

* Mr, G. R. Fiiirbmik.s informs me that tliore Is now at Tampa, an artificuil

cna.m-nco lu-ar tlie water, corre.^^ponJiug to that on whicli the house of the

i-t said to liavo stoo.T
;
and adds, to strengthen the belief, that sucli

.'••rrjji'-i.il .-tnn-turej c-.ald la^t .so many centuries, that excavations or embank-

ni< !it;i once made in a soil like that of Florida, do not become effaced for cei:-
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CAPTURE OF THE INDIA^s^S. 59

his residence, Avitli liis lieutenant, the veteran Porcallo, and his

camp-master Luis de ^loscoso. The other houses were converted

into barracks for the troops, and storehouses for the j)rovisions

and ammunition brought on shore from the, vessels. The trees

and bushes were cleared away, for the distance of a bow-shot

round the village, so as to give room for the cavalry to apt, and to

guard against sudden surprise in the night time. Sentinels also

were j»laced at every point, and parties of horsemen patrolled the

neighborhood.

The governor at length succeeded in capturing a few strag-

gling Indians, natives of the place, from whom he learned the

cau.se of the fierce hostility of their countrymen, and their deser-

tion of tlie village. Here it was that lie first came upon the traces

of his predecessor, I’amphilo do Narvaez, and unfortunately they

were of a cruel cliaracter. Narvaez in his expedition to Florida

had been bravely opposed by the cacique of this village, whose

name was Ilirriliigua.* He succeeded, at length, in winning his

turirs; and that even tlie slight ridges made by cultivation, maybe traced

with exactness in forests densely covered with huge oaks. He says it is also

witii the trails or path-^, and as De Soto undoubtedly followed tliese .as far

ri'. \u' w.L« ablo, ho tliinks tliat in judging of las route, much attention should

K' |»:ud to tbo-e Tii(li;ui trails, which, from the many into-rveniug stiaainis,

hwaiaj •», .and lakc.s^ must have been generally used.

* Wo give this u.uue according to Garcilaso do la Vega
;
the Portuguese

narnit >r calls tlie cacique Ucita. Those two authorities often diflor as to In-

<iian names. t;o:iu-timcs tlicy merely vary in tlie spelling, ivs is natural

wh. r.' the names wore caught by oar, ;md did not origlu.ally oxi^t in wntiug.

A» otlu r times idioy iliffer eutii'cly
;
one narrator having probably lioard a

vilhig.- an<l province called by its proper and [lormanent name, the other by
the n.ame ot its cacique. These di-^crepancios are common and uuavoid.able,

at tli-.‘ narrative' of advonturos among savage tribes, whose language is un-

written ;u)d but little uud. T'tood. Where irreconcilable ditiereuces wcur, we
are generally inclined to follow the Inca, as be received his facts from three

3 ^
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60 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

friendship, and a treaty was formed betw'een them. Subsequent-

ly, however, Narvaez became enraged at the cacique for some un-

known reason, and in a transport of passion had ordered his nose

to be cut off, and his mother to be torn to pieces by dogs. These

merciless wrongs, as may well be supposed, had filled the heart

cf llirrihigua with the bitterest hatred of the wliitc men.

Dc Soto endeavored to appease the cacique and gain his

friendship. For this purpose he treated his subjects whom he

had captured in the kindest manner, and sent them, laden with

j)resents, to seek their chieftain and invite him to amicable inter-

course. The cacique was indignant at his subjects for daring to

bring him messages from a race who had injured and insulted him

so tleeply. I want none of their speeches nor promises,” said

he, bitterl}', •• bring me their heads, and I will receive them joy-

fully.”

])o Soto was reluctant to leave so powerful a foe between

him.-'clf and his''shij)s, and endeavored, by repeated envoys, to

soften his animosity : but every message only provoked a more

bitter and .scornful reply.

AVhile thus negotiating with this vindictive savage, he receiv-

ed intelligence that there was a Spaniard, a survivor of the fol-

lowers of Famphilo dc Narvaez, living under the protection of a

re.ighboring caci'|uc called !Mucozo.* To obtain the services of

thi.>< Spaniard was now a matter of great moment with the gover-

nor, for, having lived upwards of ten years in the country, and

dlrffient menibors of the expedition, one a gentleman of rank, the other two

pnvatc fcoMiors
;
whereas tlic Portuguo.-e account has merely the authority

<[ a .-l]!i;le wit n. ss. The accoiuit of the transactions on landing are chiefly

taken frwfij the Inca, and occa-ionally from the Fortugueso Narrative.

* Mi»c>iso. Portuguese Narrative.
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SUSPENSION OF HOSTILITIES. Cl

l)Occmie acquainted witli the language and customs of the natives

he was well fitted to act as guide, interpreter, and negotiator.

He accordingly dispatched the brave and trusty Baltasar de Gal-

lcgo.s, the chief Alguazil, at the head of sixty lances, and under

tlie guidance of a native Indian, on an embassy to the cacique

Mucozo, to obtain the release of the Spaniard, and invite the

cliioftain to the camp, with assurances of great friendship and

munificent rewards.

tliis Spaniard was subsequently of great service through-

out tlic expedition, and as his story is illustrative of the character

and customs of tlic natives, and of the implacaldc resentment of

the cacique Hirrihigua, we will diverge for a moment from the

main course of our narrative, to relate some particulars of his ad-

Vi.ri lures.
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CHAPTER VIII.

STORY OF JUAX ORTIZ.

Shortly after Pam]-.hilo de Narvaez had left the village of

llirriiiigiia, on his disastrous march into the interior, a small

vcs.sel of his fleet, which was in quest of him, put into the bay of

Espiritu Santo. Anchoring before the town, they saw a few

IndiaiLS, who made signs for them to land, pointing to a letter

in the end of a cleft reed, stuck in the ground. The Spaniards

sup}>n^ed. and {>robably with justice, that it was a letter of in-

struction left by Narvaez, giving information of his movements

and destination. They made signs for the Indians to bring it to

them. The latter, liowcver, refused, but getting into a canoe

came on boartl. wlicre four of them offered to remain as hostages

f«w such Spaniards as chose to go on shore for the letter. Upon

thi.s, four Spaniards stc])pcd into the canoe and were swiftly

conveyed to the shore. The moment they landed, a multitude

of savages rushed out of the village and surrounded them, and,

at the same time, the ho.stages on board j)lungcd into the sea and

swam to shore. Tlie crew of the vessel, seeing the number of

tlie enemy, and dreading some further mishap, made sail with all

haste, abandoning their luckless comrades to their fate.*

•- Courila.'O tk* la Part L L. ii. c. 1. Purtugucjc Narr.itivo, c. 0

lIoiTora. 13. vi. L. vii. c 10.
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CAPTivrrr of juax ortiz. 63

The captives were conveyed with savage triumph into the

village of Jlirrihigua
;
for the whole had been a stratagem of the

cacique, to get some of the white men into his power, upon whom

he might wreak his vengeance. He placed his prisoners under

a strong guard, until a day of religious festival. They were then

stripped naked, led out into the public square of the village, and

turned loose, one at a time, to be shot at with arrows. To pro-

long their misery and the enjoyment of their tormentors, but

one Indian was allowed to shoot at a time. In this way the

first three w^ere sacrificed, and the cacique took a vindictive

pleasure in beholding them, running in their agony from corner

to corner, vainly seeking an a.sylum in every nook, until after re-

])cated wounds they were shot to death.

Juan Ortiz, a youth, scarce eighteen years of age, of a noble

family of Seville, was the fourth victim. As they were leading

him forth, his extreme youth touched with compassion the

hearts of the wfife and daughters of the cacique, wdio interceded

in his favor.

The cacique listened to their importunities, and granted for

the present the life of Ortiz ;—but a wretched life did he lead

From morning until evening he was employed in bringing wo<)d

ami water, and was allow’cd but little sleep and scanty food.

Not a day passed that he was not beaten. On festivals he wa.s

an object of barbarous amusement to the cacique, who would

oblige him to run, from sunrise until sunset, in the public

square of the village, where his companions had mot their un-

timely end; Indians being stationed with bows ami arrows, to

shoot him, should lie halt one moment. AVhen the day was

.‘^pent, the unfortunate youth lay stretched on the hard floor of

tlic hut, more dead than alive. At such times the wife and
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6t CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

daughters of the cacique would come to him privately with food

end cdothiiig, and by their kind treatment his life was preserved.

At lengtii the cacique, determining to put an end to his

victim’s existence, ordered that he should be bound down upon

a wooden frame, in the form of a huge gridiron, placed in the

public Square, over a bed of live coals, and roasted alive.

The cries and shrieks of the poor youth reached his female

pruteotor.s, and tlieir entreaties w'ere once more successful with

the cacique. They unbound Ortiz, dragged him from the fa’e,

and took him to their dwelling, where they bathed him with the

juice of lierbs, and tended him with assiduous care. After

many days he recovered from his wounds,’ though marked with

many a scar.

Ills employment was now to guard the cemetery of the vil-

lage. This was in a lonely field in the bosom of a forest. The

bodies of the dead were deposited in wooden boxes, covered

with boards, without any fastening except a stone or a log of

wood laid u|)on the top : so that the bodies were often carried

away by wild beasts.

In this cemetery was Ortiz stationed, with a bow and arrows,

to watch day and night, and yvas tohl that should a single body

1-e carried away, he yvould be burnt alive. lie returned thanks

to (I’od for having freed liim from the dreaded presence of the

cacique, hoping to lead a better life with the dead than he had

done with the living.

^Vhilc watching thus one long wearisome night, sleep over-

powered him towards morning. lie w'as awakened by the fall-

ing lid of one of the chests, and, running to it, found it empty.

It had contaiin-d the body of an infant recently deceased, the

child of an Indian of great note.



t »a

.-.: 0$ »<n<. M.!*w ..pSw»*«' r>

•**•
J. *>..;.! *01 -c-i

! •'«

.» ... ...
’ ""

arwttfe «.»V
‘

^ ., ,.5 ,
,.,„v.-t ...4U..ir •

.•.*•' .>.rv

~T'' '''’'^.t::^;'l^
Ti', j ir*^' , .

,, .lliw aria
*;

... * -,...ij •;v/ 1

'.’

oil. .«

'
TT' '7 v,'.'oe;no» ..!> ....

5
“

. ^ ,I,i„..b,.,..tl<!M «»•«“ **•' •t’«-

« .V.L, ...tao..a W«.- -i
.f"

;
>

r .ail
**’' * u

. .

’

.
,..- ..

, ; -HO »B .11 v>W»»«w
" '

'

„ , in ,V,..4-.au!

,
v’

=”
; :;

i..i yi

tt:Ii ,

btr-.'T ,»i
0“ *!’ .-fl 4-

^
a

,i.,n„ni ».: I'* '>"* '".I
'

,
\u m.ili i i<‘. ‘

41



ORTIZ KILLS A PAXTIIER. 65

Ortiz doubted not some animal had dragged it aw'ay, and im-

mediately set out in pursuit. After wandering for some time,

he heard, a short distance within the woods, a noise like that

of a dog gnawing bones. Warily drawing near to the spot, he

dimly ]»erceived an animal among the bushes, and invoking suc-

cor from on high, let fly an arrow at it. The thick and tangled

underwood prevented his seeing the effect of his shot, but as the

animal did not stir, he flattered himself that it had been fatal

:

with this hope he waited until the day dawned, when he beheld

his victim, a huge animal of the panther kind,* lying dead,

the arrow having passed through his eutrails and cleft his

heart.

Gathering together the mangled remains of the infant, and

replacing them in the coffm, Ortiz dragged his vk-tim in triumph

to the village, with the arrow still in his body. The ex]>loit

gained him credit with the old hunters, and for some time sof-

tened even the ferocity of the cacicjue. The resentment of the

latter, however, for the wrongs he had suffered from white men,

was too bitter to be appeased. Some time after, his eldest

daughter came to Ortiz, and warned him that her father had de-

termined to sacrifice him at^thc next festival, which was ju.st at

hand, and that the influence of her motlicr, her sister.s, and

licrsclf would no longer avail him. Siie wished him, therefore,

to take refuge with a neighboring cachjue named Mucozo, who

loved her and sought licr in marriage, and who, for her sake,

would befriend him. This very night at midnight,” said the

kind-heirted maiden, “at the northern extremity of the village

y-.*:: vdll find a trusty friend who will guide you to a bridge,

* Tio Inca call.-^ this animal a lion, a.s tho Spanbh di.'Covorer.s were

pnaic ti) call animals of the tiger or panther kind.
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66 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

about two leagues henee
;
on arriving there, }’ou must send him

back, tluit lie may reach home before the morning dawn, to avoid

suspicion—for well he knows that this bold act, in daring to

assist you, may bring down destruction upon us both. Six

leagues further on, you will come to the village of 31ucozo—tell

him that I have sent you, and expect him to befriend you in your

extremity—I know he will do it—go, and may your God protect

you !'’ Ortiz threw himself at the feet of his generous pro-

tectress, and poured out his acknowledgments for the kindness

she had always shown him. The Indian guide was at the place

ajipointcd, and they left the village without alarming the warlike

savages. AVheu they came to the bridge, Ortiz sent back the

guide, in obedience to the injunction of his mistress, and, con-

tinuing his flight, found himself, by break of day, on the banks

of a small stream near the village of Mucozo.

Looking cautiously around, he espied two Indians fishing.

As he was unaci|uaintcd with their language, and could not

explain the cause of his coming, he was in dread lest they should

take him for an enemy and kill him. He, therefore, ran -to the

place whore they had deposited their weapons and seized upon

them. The savages fled to the vilhure without hccdiTio; his as-

surances of friendly intention. The inhabitants sallied out with

bows and arrows, as though they would attack him. Ortiz fixed

an arrow in his bow, but cried out at the same moment, that

he came not as an enemy but as an ambassador from a female

caciipie to their chief. Fortunately one present imderstoci

him, and interpreted his words. On this the Indians unbeni:

their bows, and returning with him to their village, pres.'utei

him to Mucozo. The latter, a youthful chieftain, of a graceful

form and handsome countenance, received Ortiz kiudty f<'~ !! j
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ORTIZ IS PROTECTED BY MUCOZO. 6 ’<

%

Hake of her who had sent him
;
but, on further acf|uaintance, be*

came attaclied to him for his own merits, treating him with the

afTcction of a brother.

Hirrihigua soon heard where the fugitive had taken refuge,

and demanded several times that he should bo delivered up;

Muoozo as often declined
;

considering himself bound by the

I;:ws of honor and hospitality to proteet him. Hirrihigua then

employed as mediator another cacique, a brother-in-law of Mu-

cozo, by the name of Urribarraeuxi, who went in person to

demand Ortiz. The generous Mucozo, however, refused to

deliver up to a cruel enemy, the poor fugitive who had come

recommended to his protection, and treated the very request as

a stain upon hi.s honor. The two caciques continued their im-

portunities, but the high-minded savage remained faithful to his

guc.st, though in maintaining inviolate the sacred rites of he.^pi-

tallty, he lost the friendship of his brother-in-law, and forfeited

the liand of her he tenderly loved, the beautiful daughter cf

Hirrihigua.
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CIIAl'l'ER IX.

BALTAZ.AR DE GALLEGOS HISPATCilED IN SEARCH OF JUAN ORTIZ

THE CACIQUE XIUCOZO, AND AFTERWARDS HIS MOTHER, VISIT

THE SPANISH CAMP.

1539.

At this juDcture tidings reached iMucozo of the arrival of De

£otc and his troops at the village of Ilirrihlgua, and that it was

their intention to conquer the country. Alarmed at this intelli-

gence, he addressed himself to Ortiz. ‘-You all know,” said he,

•• what I have done for you
;

that I have sheltered you when

friendless, and have chosen rather to fall into disgra^cc with my

relations and neighbors, than to deliver you into the hands of

your enemies. This I did without thought or hope of reward,

but the time has come when you can repay me for my friend-

ship. Go to the chieftain of this army of white men—represent

to him the asylum I have extended to you, and which, in like

case, I would have afforded to any of your countrymen—entreat

him, in return, not to lay waste my territory, and assure him

that I and mine arc ready to devote ourselves to his service.”

Ortiz gladly departed on the mission, accompanied by fifty

chosen warriors. It happened that about the same time Baltazar

de Gallegos had been dispatched, as has been already mentioned,

on his embas.sy to Mucozo.
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RESCUE OF JUAN ORTIZ. 69

As Ortiz and his Indian escort, therefore, were on their way

to the village of Hirrihigua, they came in sight of llaltazar, and

his band of lancers, glistening at a distance, in the midst of a

verdant plain, skirted by a wood.

The Indians would have concealed themselves in fhe forest,

until the Cliristians could be informed that they were friends
;

but Ortiz slighted their advice, insisting that his countrymen

would at once recognize him : not reflecting that in appearance/

ho was in nowise different from his savage companions, being

like them almost naked, his body browned by exposure to the

sun, his arms painted, a quiver at his back, a bow and arrow in

liis hand, and his head adorned with feathers.

Xo sooTier did the Spaniards descry the savages, than they

came down upon them at full gallop, heedless of the voice of their

captain
;

for they were newly raised soldiers, full of spirit, and

eager for a brush with the natives.

The Indians fled terrified to the wood. One, however, was

overtaken and slain. Juan Ortiz was assaulted by Alvaro

Nieto, one of the stoutest and boldest troopers in the army.

Oi tiz parried the thrust of his lance with his bow, running at

the same time, and leaping from side to side with great agility to

avoi'l the horse, crying out lustily Xivilla, Xivilla—meaning

.'Seville. Seville
;
and making the sign of the cross with his arm

and bow, to signify that he was a Christian.*

Alvaro Nieto hearing him cry out Xivilla, demanded of him

whetlier ho was Juan Ortiz. On his replying in the affirmative,

lie seized him by the arm, lifted him upon the croup of his

saddle, and scoured away to present him to Ihiltazar de Gallegos.

The captain received liim with great joy. and ordered his troopers

* Ricdma says ho iuvokod the name of the Virgin.
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.VO

to be reciilled, who were beating up the woods and hunting the

poor Indians like so many deer.

Ortiz himself went into the forest and called to the Indians,

to come out and fear nothing. Many, however, fled back to their

village, to accpiaint Mucozo vrith what had happened. Others

joined Ortiz in small parties, upbraiding him with his rashness,

but when they found one of their people wounded, they were so

exasperated, that they would have laid violent hands upon him

had iiot the Spaniards been present.

They were at length pacified. The soldiers bound up the

wounds of the Indian, and placed him upon a horse. The troop-

ers, having taken up all the Indians behind them, galloped

away for the encampment of the governor. Previously to setting

off. however, Ortiz dispatched an Indian to Mucozo, with a true

account of the late events, lest that cacique should be irritated

by the alarming statement brought by the fugitives.*

The night was already far advanced when Ilaltazar de Gallegos

and his band reached the camp. When the governor heard the

tramp of their horse, he feared some mischance had befallen them,

a< he had not looked for them before the expiration of three daj^s.

II is apprehensions wore soon turned to rejoicing. He praised Gal-

h'gos and his men for the skill and success of their expedition, and

received Ortiz as his own sou, sympathizing with his past suffer-

ings, and presenting him with a suit of clothes, arms, and a good

horse.f The Indians he treated with kindness, and ordered the

wounded savage to bo carefully attended. lie then dispatched

two of the natives to iMucozo, thanking him for his past kindness

Fovtv.^Kr'O Xamvtlvc, c. 8. Ilt-n-ova, D. vi. L. vii. c. 0.

f FcrtuL;uf -.'0 Narrative, c. 7. Garcilaso cle la Vega, P, i. Ij. ii. c. 7. Uer*

rera, Deciul. vi, L. vii. c, 10.



-.4

ot

91113b ^ .v,ftb ^i,9,u <« <«ti< »tf»‘«»nl^
l^mW sU.o

'.i,ri*,«» I»a "iiv

;jj <„, jMMwi -tt-iiw* 9»it •‘^f *v*TJ*S ,

,5Sw«« »« -MfeV ^ t?:

fejximi a4Wi«»ti siSi>i9r»
.»*" ’«’

, .
•

’

^ ^
, a u « J‘// nfttrO

Mil UftM

9,li l^rf V>uto/«3 0-if
n

«•>*»>« ‘I""”

'iiaiiiarrf
-** *t.^i«>:<e 4»a^ «no -a »» »» _|.-v.

^ w...
"‘-> ‘ ^j'*

"’rrr]t- 1
^

-liA mi^l ^ ^** *""
e,ji»’‘.TJ».tl'iwif 4*-*’*^**^‘^ik ^
i « “7 .T J f ^

-^H ^ J

’^f



ARRIVAL OF THE CACIQUE. 71

to Ortizj accepting liis proffers of friendship, and inviting him to

the cainp. Not an eye was closed tliis night, but one and all

joined in the revelry which welcomed the liberation of poor

Ortiz.

On the third day after the envoys had been dispatched, the

caci<pc arrived, accompanied by his warriors. He kissed the

hands of the governor with great veneration, saluted eaeh one of

the officers, and made a slight obcisanee to the privates. He

Soto received him with affectionate courtesy, and assured him that

his.people would bo ever grateful to him for all his past kindness-

es. ‘-What I have done unto Ortiz,” said 3Iucozo, is but little

indeed
;
he came commended to me, and threw himself upon my

protection. There is a law of our tribe, which forbids our betray-

ing a fugitive who asks an asylum. But his own virtue and

courage entitled him to all the respect shown him. That I have

pleased your people, I rejoice exceedingly, and by devoting my-

self, henceforth, to their service, 1 hope to merit their esteem.”

These words were uttered with so much grace, his bearing was so

noble and lofty, and his manner so full of kindness, that Do Soto

and his officers were touched, and made presents to him and his

w.arriors.

Two days afterwards came the mother of IMucozo, overwhelm-

ed with grief because her son was in the power of the Christians.

She never would have consented to his visiting the arm}', but was

.absent at the time of his departure. Shepassionately entreated the

governor to deliver up her son, and not serve him as Narvaez had

served Hirriliigua. He is young,” said she
;

only give him his

lil^erly, and tak(i me, who am a poor old woman, and treat me as

you ph a.'^e. I will bear any puni.shmcnt for both.” De ^oto en-

deavored to reassure lier by expressions of gratitude and friend-
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72 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

ship for her son and lierscdf
;
but though she remained three days

in the camp, and was treated by every one with respect and kind-

ness, slic continued anxious and suspicious. She ate at the tabic

of tlic governor, but would partake of nothing until Ortiz had

tasted it
;
fearing she might bo poisoned. How is this,” said a

Spaniard to her, that you have now so great a fear of death, you

who offered to die for your son?”

“ I have the same love of life as other mortals,” replied she,

but most willingly would I lose it to save a son, who is far

dearer tome than life itself!”

Even when assured of the perfect liberty of Mucozo, and that

ho only remained for a time with the Spaniards through choice,

because they were young braves like himself, she was but poorly

comforted, and departed sorrowing for her home. On parting,

she took Juan Ortiz aside, and besought him to liberate Mucozo,

inasmuch as he had saved him from the vengeful hands of Ilir-

riliigua.

The caci'juc remained in the army eight days, and during this

time became very familiar, and was inspired with perfect confi-

dence in the Spaniards. lie went liomc well contented, and fre-

quently afterwards revisited the governor, bringing always a num-

ber of presents.*

* Garcilaso dc Li Vega. P. i. K iL c. 7, 8.
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CHAPTER X.

THE OPXERNOR ENDEAVORS TO GAIN THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE CACIQUE

or IHRRHIIGUA—GALLEGOS DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION TO

THE VILLAGE OF URRIBARRACAXI HE HEAP.S OF A REGION TO

THE WESTWARD AF>OUNDING IN GOLD.

1539.

While these thiiig.s were passiug in the camp, the provi-

sions and munitions were landed from the caravels, and stored

away in the village of Hirrihigua. The Adclantado, following

the example of Cortes and other renowned captains, dispatched

seven of the largest vessels to the Havana, in order that his fol-

lowers might lose all hope of leaving the country, retaining only

a caravel and two brigantines to keep command of the sea-coast

and of the bay.* lie appointed Pedro Calderon to the command

of tlii.s important post. He was a hardy veteran, nursed in a

rou-_di sfdiool. amid camp.s and battle scenes, and had served in

liis youtli under the great Captain Gonsalvo de Cordova.

Pe Soto left no means untried to gain tlic friendship of II ir-

rihigna. being aware that the example of this powerful chieftain

would have great sway with the neighboring caciques. Aecord-

ingly, whenever the troopers, in foraging the adjacent country,

captured a vassal of this cacique, lie instantly sent him home

loaded with presents and kind mes.^ages, urging Hirrihigua to

* Herrera, Hi;t. In«l., Docad. vi. L. vii. c. 10.
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u CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

accept his proffered amity, and promising every reparation for

the wrongs inflicted upon him by Pamphilo de Narvaez. These

wrongs, Iiowever, were too deep to be easily obliterated from the

stern bosom of the chieftain. The only reply he deigned to give

was, The memory of my injuries forbids my sending a kind

answer, and a harsh one your courtesy will not allow me to re-

turn.” Still these constant and unwearied exertions of Dc Soto

in some measure mitigated the deadly rancor of the cacicpic

against the Spaniards.

Tlic governor made many incpiiries of Ortiz respecting the

countr}', and whether there was any region abounding in gold

and silver. Ortiz know of none, and could yield but little in-

formation. "When with llirrihigua ho had been closel}' watched,

and not allowed to wander; and although while dwelling with

Mucozo he had perfect liberty, yet he dared not venture far,

through fear of being waylaid by his enemies. He had heard

mucli, however, of a cacique named Urribarraeaxi, whose vil-

lage was thirty leagues distant, who was the most powerful

chicfiain of the country. To him Mucozo, llirrihigua, and all

the other caciques of the coast paid tribute, and his territories

were far more fertile and abundant than those nearer the

sea.*

Upon this the governor dispatched Baltazar de Gallegos on

an expedition to the village of this powerful cacique. Gallegos

chose the same sixty lances that had accompanied him when in

search of Juan Ortiz, and other sixty foot-soldiers, armed with

* Portu'^nioio Relation, c. 0. Tlic name of the caciqnc in the Portugue.se

Narrative L Paracuxi In the relation of Luis Ht'iiriuJLZ do Blodina, and

ni De Sotos letti r to tiie magLtraio.s of Santiago, he is called IIurri[>acuxL

"W'o follow the Inca.
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EXPEDITION OF BALTAZAR DE GALLEGOS. 15

cross-bows and bucklers. lie was accompanied by Ortiz, as

guide and interpreter. On approacliing the village of Mucozo,

the eac><pue came forth to receive them, and entertained them for

the night with great hospitality. On the following morning

the captain demanded of him a guide to the village of Urribar-

racaxi. The cacique at first thought their designs upon the vil-

lage were hostile, and shrank with noble spirit from what would

^lave been an act of perfidy against his relative and neighbor.

AVhcn he found, however, that they w^ere on a friendly errand,

and only wanted one of his vassals as a precursor, to go before

and inform Urribarracaxi of their amicable intentions, he gladly

furnished them wdth an Indian for the purpose, who had been a

fast friend of J uau Ortiz.

In tlieir march thus far into the interior they had been oc-

casionally impeded by morasses, which, how^cver, became less fre-

quent the farther they went from the sea. They observed many

trees similar to those of Spain, such as w’alnut, oak, mulberry,

plum, pine, and evergreen oak. There w^erc wild grapes also in

abundance.

The distance from the village of Mucozo to that of his bro-

tlicr-in-law was about seventeen league.s. They arrived there in

four day.s, but found it deserted, the inhabitants having lied to

the woods. They sent their envoy repeatedly to the cacique,

with the most friendly messages, but every efibrt to draw liim

from his retreat proved fruitless, though he manifested no lios-

tility in word or deed. Gallegos made diligent in<|uiry of tlie

Indians they met with as to any province where gold and silver

Were to be found. They replied that there w'as a country to the

westward called Oeali, tlie inhabitaiit.s of which were continually

4
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16 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

at war witli tlic people of another province, in -which the Spring

lasted all the year long, and gold was so plenty’ that their war-

riors wore head-pieces of that precious metal.*

* Portuguese Nanative, c. 10.
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CHAPTER XI.

THE EXPEDITION OF THE VETERAN VASCO PORCALLO IxN QUEST

OF THE CACIQUE IIIRRIIIIGUA, AND HOW HE FARED IN A

SWAMP.

1530.

After Ilcniando de Soto had dispatched Gallegos on his ex-

ploring expedition, he received intelligCDCc that the caciipic

Hirrihigua was concealed in a forest at no great distance from

the camp. He was about to send a captain with an armed

force in quest of him, when the enterprise was claimed by the

lieutenant-general, Yasco Porcallo de Figueroa. This brave old

cavalier had a passion for military exploit, and was, witlial, a

little vainglorious. He thought this a fitting opportunity to

signalize himself, and insisted upon having the honor of captur-

ing this fugitive, yet formidable caciipie. The enterprise being

granted to him, ho prepared for it in his usual style; for he was

fond of parade, and generous in all his appointments. Having

Ecleeted a band of horsemen and foot-soldiers, he put himself at

their head and sallied forth from the camp, well mounted, and

cased in glittering armor, vaunting that he would bring home

Hirrihigua cither a prisoner or a friend.*

* CJarcilaso do la Yoga, P. i. L. iL c. 9. ITorrera, Hist. Ind., Dooad. vi L.

'ii, c. 10.
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73 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

lie bad not proceeded far. liowever, when ho was met by an

Indian messenger, sent by IUrriliigua, who had received intelli-

gence by his 52')ic3 of the armed force marching in quest of him.

Tim mc;sscnger entreated Vasco Porcallo on the part of Ilirri-

higaa, not to proceed any farther, as tlio cacique was in so secure

a fortress that, with all his exertions, he could not get to him

;

whereas he and his troops would l)C exposed to infinite perils from

the rivers, morasses, and tangled forests, wliich he would have to

pass. The cacique added, tliat he gave this advice, not tlirough

any fea.r for himself, but in consci|uence of tlie forbearance mani-

fested by the Spaniards, in not injuring his territory, or his

subjects.

Vasco Porcallo listened to the messenger with inercdulity

;

persuading liimself that fear, not gratitude nor courtesy, dictated

the message
;
so he ordered the trumpet to sound, and marched

on. As he advanced, messenger after messenger encountered

him, all repeating the warning to return, and tliey at length be-

came so frequent as almost to overtake cadi other. The more,

however, he was warned to return, the more obstinately did the

stout-hearted and hot-headed cavalier pcr.sist in advancing;

taking every thing ]>y contrary, and judging of the p.inic of tlie

cacique by the frc.!|uency of hi.s messages. Ills only fear was

that the prize might take to flight, and escape him. He spurred

on hotly, therefore, with his troops, until they arrived at a vast

and dismal morass.

ITcro his men, perceiving tlie truth of the warnings, remon-

strated about tlie difliculty and danger of attempting this morass.

Vasco rorcallo, however, had put liim.solf too much on his met-

tle to be easily daunted. Ho insisted upon their entering; hut.

being an old .soldier, lie knew the eflect, in time of difliculty, of .set-
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ISSUE OF POECALLO'S EXPEDITION. 79

ting an example
;

so, putting spurs to Iiis horse, he dashed for-

ward, and his men followed him pell-mell into the morass. Vasco

rorcallo had not proceeded far, however, when, coming to a- deep

miry place, his horse fioundcred and fell. The peril of the lieu-

tenant-general was imminent
;

tlie horse had fallen upon one of

his legs so as to pin him down, while the weight of his armor

contributed to .sink him in the mire. Both horse and rider were

in danger of suffocation
;
nor could any one come to their aid,

being in a perfect cjuagmirc, where all vrho entered would bo ex-

posed to like peril.

xVt length, with infinite difficulty, tlic worthy cavalier extri-

cated himself and his steed from this dismal bog. and landed

once more on tiriu ground, covered with mud and mire. All his

vainglory was at an end, he was out of humor with himself, and

felt mortifted in the sight of his soldiers. The savage wliom he

had come to fight and capture, instead of encountering him with

deadly weapons, had conquered him by courteous and friendly

mcs.sagcs, and his vainglorious enterprise had ended in a struggle

in a quagmire.

Ordering his men to face about, he set out on his return to

camp, in far different mood from that in wliicli he had sallied forth.

Amiu.st the mortifications of his present plight, he called to mind

hi.s j*Iea.sant and comfortable home at Cuba, and the easy and

luxurious life he had led there. lie reflected that ho was no

longer a boy
;

that tlie vigor of bis days was past
;
that bis

present disaster was but a slight foretaste of tlic toils and

troubles tliat must attend tliis compiering expedition
;

that he

was not obliged to encounter them, hut had better return to his

home, and leave the ct-nque.st of PTorida for the young hotheads

wlio were cinharked in it.
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8G CONQUEST Or FLORIDA.

devolving tlicsc and similar thouglits in liis mind, the worthy

old cavalier, all bedabbled and bemired. and totally crest-fallen^

rode ‘along in crusty and qneriilous yet half-whimsical humor,

muttering his fancies to himself, and ejaculating, in a broken

manner, the hard Indian names, with an occasional curse upon

them for their ruggedness. llurri-harri ! Ilurri-higa ! Burra-

coxa ! Hurri-harri—tlie devil take a country where the great

men have such infamous names ! A fine commencement this !

promising omens of future luck ! Clorious middles and ends tc

be augured from sucli beginnings !—Well, let those work for food

and fame who are in need of them. For my part, I have riches

and honor enough to last for the rest of my life, and to leave

behind me.”

In this moody way the worthy Yasco Borcallo arrived a.t the

camp. All his dreams of conquest were at an end. The martial

fire caught from the young spark.s of the army, which had blazed

up so suddenly in his bosom, was as suddenly extinguished.

Ilis Old}’ thought now was, how to get rid of his command of

lieutenant-general, and to get safe back to his comfortable home

in Cuba. With these views he pre.sentcd himself at once before «

Be Soto, and, stating his rea^?ons with honest force and hearty

sincerit3', applied for permission to resign. The governor

granted it with the same promptnes.s and grace with which he

had accepted his offer to join the enterprise, and moreover fur-

nished him with the galliot San Anton, to convo)^ him to the

island.

The worthy veteran now set to work as eagerly to get out of

the expedition as he had do«-t*-to enter upon it. Ilis train of

servants, Spanisli, Indiiyi, and negro, were embarked witii all

speed
;
but when the gallant old cavalier came to take leave of
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PORCALLO SAILS FOR CUBA. 81

his young companions in arms, and the soldiers he had lately

aspired to lead so vaingloriously, his magnificent spirit broke

fortli. He made gifts to the right and left, dividing among the

ofiicers and knights all the arms, accoutrements, horses, and

camp erjuipngc vrith -which he had come so lavislily and ostenta-

tiously provided, and gave for the use of the army all tlie ample

store of provisions and munitions brought for the use of himself

and his retinue. This done, he bade fare-well to campaigning,

and set sail for Cuba, much to the regret of the army, -v^'ho

lamented that so galliard a spirit should have burnt out so soon.

Tlie only one that remained behind of the train of Yasco

Porcallo, -was his natural son, named Gomez Suarez de Figueroa,

whom he had b}' an Indian woman in Cuba, and -^vith whom lie

left two horses and arms, and other necessaries. This youth,

tliroughout this expedition, conducted himself as a good knight

and soldier, and a worthy son of such a father, serving -with

great promptitude on all occasions.*

The Inca, P. I L, iL c. 11.
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CHArTER XII.

DE SOTO LEAVES PEDRO CALDEIlOX XVITII A GARRISON IN KIRRI-

HICUA, 'and sets out ON HIS 3IARCII INTO THE INTERIOR

THE DIFFICULTIES HE ENCOUNTERED GONZALO SILVESTRE SENT

HACK VTTH A MESSAGE TO CALDERON.

1539 . .

On tlio (lay after tlie clepartiiro of Yasco Porcallo, a young cava-

lier named Gonzalo Silvestre; folloAved by three other horsemen,

rode into the camp, sent by Laltazar de Gallegos. They brought

favorable accounts from Gallegos of the country he had explored,

and assurances that in the village of Urribarraeaxi and its neigh-

borliood were provisions enough to sustain the army for several

days.

One drawback on their favorable intelligence xvas, that beyond

the town of Urrabarraeaxi extended a vast and dismal swamp,

exceedingly difhcult to be traversed. The Spaniards, iiowever,

who were all alert for action and adventure, made liglit of

this obstacle, averring that God had given man genius and dex-

terity with which to make his way through every difTieulty.

Satisfied from the relation given by these men tliat lie might

readily penetrate into the interior, the governor issued orders

for every one to prepare to inarch on the fourth day. In the

mean time he dispatched Gonzalo Silvestre. with twenty horse-
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CALDERON’S OCX’UPATIOX OF IlIRRIHIGUA.

men, to notify Baltazar do Gallegos of his intended march to join

him.

As there was a great quantit}^ of arms, ammunition, and pro-

visions in the village of liirrihigua, ho left a garrison there of

forty liorsemeii and eighty foot-soldiers, with Pedro Calderon as

captain
;
wlio had command also of the sliipping in the harbor,

consisting of a caravel and two brigantines with their crews.

They were enjoined to remain quiet, and not to move to any

other place without orders from Pc Soto : they were, moreover,

to cultivate peace with the surrounding Indians
;

not to make

war upon" them, even though they vrere taunted and insulted;

and, above all, to treat Mucozo with marked friendship.

Having made all these arrangcmciits, and trusting, as well he

might, in Pedro Calderon as a good soldier and discreet captain,

I)e Soto set out on the appointed day, with his ]nain force, from

the J>ay of Espiritii Santo and the village of liirrihigua. It

was an arduous and difficult task to conduct such a body of

troops, encumbered with armor and with all kinds of baggage

and supplies, through a wilderness, exposed to hardships and

dangers, and a wild kind of warfare, to all wliich most of them

were entirely unaccustomed.

As a leading object with the governor, also, was to found a

Colony, lie was encumbered with many things that embarrassed

the march of his army. Among these arc particularly noted three

liundred swine, with which he intended to stock the country when

he sliould settle, having been found the most advantageous stock

for the sustenance of new colonics. ,Thcsp animals were placed

in charge of a company of horse, to keep them to the line of march,

ind guard them in traver.-^ing tlie swamps and rivers.

]h.‘sides tlio matchlocks and cross-bows with wliieh the infan

4
^



«k>^ t(t>t»!frt faolvfiS^iliii llo *j!> ifisoJlcn of ,iwtu

^vi'Vi,
-rtifil

^

1?. ^ -otq haa ^anhUmuutia ’lo Jcoi^ « acv/ oi^U lA

V
^

^<1 cn[4H{i wtwiniu]g « il^of Oii ^lua^iifn ti H "Jo odt woiaiif

nr. fWiwblfiO o’lXw'f ifjhr V4il^i»^{^ns.|j0iifiai<»4 xftol

^livi^isil «tfJj flr]|i?4<|<pil«J 9<il "iv a^hin fjijiiuuiit’4^ bwl ofl”W
^
ubUiifirj

i '
ffi 4tiro\^ Sms^ius^id bae btin*o « lo ^rJt?K<to^

.'^11^ oi fivota <il ioa brtfl madSio^ oJ bonic^wo iiio/r ^*i<IT

^ ^woowiti C^di i o3<*^ <^<X moiT ^loUo JiHiiJjiw ti’xJq i><i3o

eih^ ml fM ;afl4ift/jl ^ntUwmiMii ,<ith ibiw awq vOiJwiWwo oi

;
b'.wjliitfeiif W« a^^yft \<^d} mmh 'ttoqa mw

IrDift-iutf ilifi; <»«cr*-wM le Air o7oJ« ,hau

jv . A»fl Ibw Snsvall

^ jiiU;hj4iA>ioW4tifJ^aij -iaibf0B W|i> M iw-^bliy ^

I
aw iuo ioi o^w3 uCt ,

f
iifl kiJ^uair" oifl b/jn to X^a

Iw ai iift^ ttwraflif) bnA &uv«lnii ac>^

Iffi Alim liiifl irtffiKt dlrw Ir;»iDax«>i3ito ^eqooil

'I
; bufl' at Br>rnAiWi7r a iIi;uotrft ^tcAiHiiqiw hna

«i>»h mh^iu AM ff iln oi jtnj^M»w 1<r.bw!i Wiw « Imc ,f«t»^i|ri»

A Siv8^<?^a ,ioino'/tA^ ^ill ihiit Joufi'fo ^niL|iAi( a*A
^

OTA Ofliwf
t i^flwriA w»l fo i!‘nAni^»<il

! I V, t>3 b^baoJtil t‘if llr>W#f iflfrr

, Jha.ik t^rfi aoa4 ^nivml ^Wo« Wwodn oC

' ^ Vfyff qjiaifT., ,»aiaoCoo woa \o

® o<iif ml^ \i!fhi>t(\o vjt«Afii«Co A "ki
«’*

Cl; .Jt'i’a^H iifJA tqiwAWB arfi i a; inoifi bar ^

jfiliii o<U aoi^hr rtJiv/ aW‘?.«em bitB «iool(hJA/« aill



54 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

try were armed, there was one piece of ordnance in the army, the

transportation of which must have cost vast labor, while it ap-

pears never to have rendered any efficient service.

After two days’ march, always to the northeast, De Soto, on

tlic morning of the tliird day, came in sight of the village of Mu-

cozo.* The cacique came forth to receive him, expressing great

grief at his intended departure from the country, and entreating

him to remain that night in his village. The governor, however,

excused himself, not wishing to task his hospitality with such a

multitude of guests. lie again expressed his thanks for the kind-

ness shown to Juan Ortiz, and commended to his friendship and

good offices the captain and soldiers who remained in garrison in

the village of Ilirrihigua. The cacique promised to observe to-

wards them the strictest amity, lie then took leave of the go-

vernor and his principal officers and cavaliers, with many em-

braces and apparently sincere tears, praying that the sun might

chine upon them throughout their journey, and prosper them in

all their undertakings. The Spaniards, themselves, were greatly

affected at parting with this generous savage, who had in all things

}.‘r.Acd himself so true and noble a friend.

On arriving at the village of Urribarraeaxi,f ‘De Soto found

llaltazar de Gallegos waiting to receive him. The cacique, how-

ever. was .still absent, remaining in the fastnesses of the forest,

and though the governor sent envoys with offers of peace and

amity, nothing could draw him forth from his place of refuge.

* Called now’ Ilichipuchsassa,

f Mr. Fairbank- tliinks tliH villa'j^e was in the hainmack.-*, near the head
cf tlu- II ’.ll-l/unniL^h river, and remarks, that the Imllans always made their

M iiletmiits in the vieiiiity of the haiumacks for purnoscs of cultivation,

tiie best laiuK are always found there.
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RESISTANCE OF THE INDIANS. Sb

A grand obstacle now lay in tbc way by which the Spaniards

W’crc to proceed. * About throe leagues from the village extended

a great morass a league in width, two thirds mire 'and one third

water, and very deep at the borders. Kunners were sent forth in

three different directions to discover a pass, which they succeeded

in doing after several days’ search. By this pass the army cross-

ed with case, although it took a wliole day to do so.

They now arrived on a broad plain, and sent the runners

ahead to explore their route. The latter returned the next day,

declaring that they could not proceed farther on account of the

many bogs made by streams which ran out of tlic great morass

and inundated the countr}'. Upon this the governor determined

to .‘jcek a road himself Choosing, therefore, one hundred horse

and as many foot-soldiers, he left the rest of the army encamped

with the camp master-general, Luis dc Moscoso, and rccrossing

tlic great swamp, travelled three days along one side of it, sending

runners, at different distances, to seek for some outlet.

During the three days, Indians incessantly sallied forth from

the woods which skirted the swamp, discharging their arrows at

tlie Spaniards and retreating to their tliickets. Some, how'cvcr,

were killed and others taken prisoners. The latter w'orc u.'=ed as

guides, but they led the troops into difficult passes, and places

where India'ns were lurking in ambush. Discovering their per-

fidy, the Spaniards let loose the dogs, who killed four of them.

Upon this, an Indian, fearing a similar fate, offered to guide them

surely, and accordingly, after a wide circuit, brought them to a

place free from mire, but where they had to proceed for the dis-

tance of a league breast-high In water, until they came to the mid-

channel, where, for a Iiundred yard.-<, it wa.s too deep to be forded.

Here the Indians had constructed a rude bridge, by felling two
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8G CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

lar£r-> ticcr. into tlic water; and. where they did not unite, the

space was supplied by logs tied to each other, with poles across

them. J>y this same bridge 'Pamphilo do Narvaez had passed,

ten years before, with his unfortunate army.

Hernando de Soto, well pleased to have found this bridge,

suininoned two soldiers, lialf-brccds of the Island of Cuba, named

Pedro ^foron and Diego de Oliva, who were expert swimmers,

and ordered them to take hatchets and cut awa}' several branches

which obstructed the passage of the bridge, and clear away all

other impediments.

The two soldiers set to work with all diligence, but in the

midst of their labor, several canoes with Indians darted forth from

among the rushes, and galled the workmen by a flight of arrow’s.

The two half-breeds plunged from the bridge, swam under the

water and came up near their comrades. They were but slightly

wounded, for being under the surface of the water the force of

the arrows was broken, and they did not penetrate deeply.

After this sudden onset, the Indians retired. The Spaniards re-

I>aired the bridge without being again molested, and at a short

distance above they discovered a very good pass for the horses.

Having tlius succeeded in the object of his search, the gover-

nor called to him Gonzalo Silvestre, one of the most hardy and

ejdrited of his youthful cavaliers, and the best mounted of his

troop. To your lot,” said he, “ has fallen the best horse in tlie

army, and the more work you W'ill have in conseijitcnce, for we

have to assign to you the most diflicult tasks that occur. Ileturn

th is niglit to the camp, and tell Luis do Moscoso to follow’ us

with the army
;
and to dispatch you ahead with provisions for

our imim diate supply. That you may return with more safety

than you go, tell him to give you thirty lances as an escort. • I

1

1



‘ ‘

-Mm

*"
^‘'",.1;

^it, ’J1 *V vrf &»'Kf» '«’»i‘

,^.,w „...-..

'fcf‘t '^rz

c»,!»iurHl l«r.wy*""
v» »-«»0'»l

»<!' «••»'’"’'’*’'* ’’’Hr

;, v.,<r. oa* L. ««>•..>. «ai v.u«
^

.t«i«biu**^?.srf'J^
.baaiJat »"<" '•

.;*
,,„t,;,j ,ai

l«iJ« 0 »•" !*«« .*>»**»'“*' “[f^ '^'^
ji^ „ ,,^„iJ. wrtMsiO

^>TU|! Orfl ^
. r„5:noL) «llll OJ

(MIC V"m)
Witiq®

.., - '^'•'yrTr, J«”;„.-v- n«”‘

^
.«CM. ir.U d».j Ur.av.U J*o« ««

»

J

"»ttWi.H<n .>1 ow5«K »fc »‘“'J *>

, -,,ms*a» «'iiw

,,uU. «»<K .Wi- «iu».n :t«m S
,! ^

i . « «« -o--*'
"’

'

;
/X . «^<

tr



SILVESTRE MEETS JUAX LOPEZ CACIIO. SI

will wait for you in this same place until to-morrow night. The

road may seem long and difFicult, and the time short, but I know

to whom I intrust tlie undertaking. That you may not go alone

take with you the companion you like best, and be off at once, for

you should pass the swamp before daybreak lest the Indians cap-

ture and kill you.”

The very peril of the mission put tlie youthful Silvestre upon

his mottle. 'Without answering a word, he left the governor,

vaulted in his saddle, and was already on the way wdicn he en-

countered another youth, named Juan Lopez Cache, native of

Seville, and }>age of the governor, who had an excellent horse.

.Juan Lopez,” cried Silvestre, the general has ordered that you

ami I go with a me.ssage to be delivered before daybreak at the

camp; follow me, therefore, immediately, for I am already on the

road.”

Take some other person, I entreat you,” said Juan Lopez.

1 am fatigued, and cannot make the journey.”

*• As you plea.^^c,” replied Silvestre, *• the governor ordered mo
to eho-jse a companion, and I have chosen you. If you arc so

dlspr>sed, come and welcome
;

if not, remain. Your company

will m>t dlmini.-li the daiigau-, nor will my going alone increase the

t"il ’ So •'laying; he continued on his way. Juan Lopez, much

it went against Ids will, leaped into his saddle and galloped

ifttr him.
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CIIAriER XIII.

•»'IIC I'ElljLOUS JOURNEY OF GONZALO SIJ.VESTRE, AND IIIS FR fEND

JUAN LOPEZ.

1539
.'

The sun was just setting as Gonzalo Silvestre and his comrade

departed on their hazardous mission. These youthful cavaliers

were well matched in spirit, hardihood, and sprightly valor
;
and

neither had attained his twenty-first year.

They passed rapidly over the first four or five leagues, the

road being clear, free from forests, swamps, or streams. In all

that distance they did not perceive a single Indian. Having

crossed this open tract, their dangers and difficulties began
;

for,

being ignorant of tlie country, they were obliged to trace back,

step by step, the track they liad made tliree days previous,

through bog and brake, brambles and forest, and across a laby-

rinth of streams meandering from tlic great morass; guiding

tliemsclves by the land-marks noticed on their previous march.

In this toilsome twilight journey, they were aided by the instinct

of the horses. These sagacious animals, as if possessed of under-

standing, traced the road by which they had come, and like

spaniels or setter dogs, thrust their noses along the ground to

discover the track. Their riders did not at first understand

their intention, and clicckcd them with the reins to raise their

heads. Did they at any time lose the track, on finding it again
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the steeds would puff and snort, which alarmed their masters,

v.lio dreaded being overheard by the savages.*

Gonzalo Silvestre, comprehending at length the intention of

liis horse when he lowered his head to seek the track, gave him

his will, without attempting to guide him. Encountering these

dillicultics, and many others more easily to bo imagined than

written, these two daring youths travelled all night, without any

road, half dead with hunger, worn out -with excessive fatigue,

and almost overcome by sleep. Their horses were in no better

plight, as for three days they had not been unsaddled, the bits

being merely taken from their mouths occasionally, that they

mi;:ht graze.

At times they passed within sight of huge fires, around

v.liich the savages were stretched in wild and fantastic groups,

or capering and singing, and making the forests ring with yells

and howlings. These were probably celebrating their feasts

with war dances. The deafening din they raised was the safe-

guard of tlie two Spaniards, as it prevented the savages noticing

the clamorous barking of their dogs, and hearing the trampling

of the horses as they passed.f

* Th<- Iiw'a is niriously minute in his account of these horses. The st(‘e<i

< f f»« nnlo .Silv.'>trr, .vay.s he, was the most sure in the track, and certain t(.»

«h'/'»*ver it wlien lost. However, he adds, we mu.st not be surprised at this

ex.alh.jit ([ludity, and many others that tliis horse possessed; f(jr, hi.s marks

.m l »•,>!. ,r proV' d liim adruirahly fitted either for peace or war. He was of a

u.ifk chestnut of a pitchy shade, with white on one of his left feet, and

ttn'jM-d aHive the no'trils, marks which promise more excelh nce and gentlo-

n- '' i.han any other. Tlio dark chestnut color, especially wlieu of jiitchy

i-u.'. ix alxtve all others tlie nu)st excellent, either for liglit or heavy labor.

Hie .-te< d of Juan Lope/, Cachoro was of a li^dit bay, commonly called 'fox-

'‘’L-v, and his extremities were black, excellent marks, but inferior to tlie dark

rle-tnut color. Cairihuo do la Vega, P. i. L. il c. 14.

1 'Ihc Inca, P. i. Lib. ii. c. 14.
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Thus they journeyed for more than ten leagues. Juan

Lopez was repeatedly so much overpowered by sleep, that he

entreated they should lialt and repose, but Silvestro resolutely

refused. At length poor Lopez could contain himself no longer.

]jct me sleep for a short time,” said he, ** or kill me with your

lance on the spot, for 1 cannot possibly go on any farther, or keep

my saddle.”

Dismount then, and sleep if you please,” said Silvestre.

••since you had rather run the ri.sk of being butchered than bear

u]) an hour longer. According to the distance we have come, we

must be near the pass of the morass, and cross it wo must

luTorc dawn
;

for if day finds us in this place our death is

certain.”

Juan Lopez made no reply, but let himself fall upon the

grouml like a lifeless body. Ills companion took from him his

lance, and held his horse by the bridle. Night now rapidly

drew on—the clouds poured forth a deluge of rain, but

notliing could awaken Juan Lopez from his deep and death-

like .•^lumber.

As the rain ceased, the clouds dispersed and Silvestre de-

clared that he found himself suddenly in broad daylight, without

liaving perceived it dawn : it is probable that he had been un-

con.-^eiously slcc}»ing in his saddle. Startled at beholding the

day so near, he hastened to call Lopez, but finding that the low

tones in which he spoke were insufiicient, he made use of his

lance, and gave him some hearty blows, calling out, ” Look what

your .‘^•leeping has brought upon us : sec, the daylight which we

dreaded has overtaken u.s, and we have now no escape from our

enemies !”

Juan Lopez, rou.'=;cd at last by this summary process, sprang
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into liis saddle, and they set off at a Iiandgallop, Fortunately

for them, the horses were of such bottom, that notwithstanding

past fatigue, they were yet in spirit. The light revealed the

two cavaliers to the Indians, who set up yells and howlings, that

seemed to arise from every part of the morass, accompanied by a

frightful din, and clangor of drums, trumpets, conches, and other

rude instruments of warlike music.

A perilous league remained to bo made, over an expanse of

water, which the horses would have to ford. Before the Span-

iard.s reached it, they beheld canoes darting forth from among

thickets and cane-breaks, until the water seemed covered with

them. They saw the imminent danger that awaited them in the

water, after passing so many on land
;

but, knowing that in

courngc alone consisted tlicir safety, they dashed into it
;
seek-

ing to pass it with all speed. Tliroughout the whole

they were beset by Indians, who were discharging arrow.s at

tliem. Fortunately they were cased in armor, and their horses

were ncarl}' covered with the water, so that they both escaped

without wounds, though the cavaliers declared that, on reaching

land, and looking back, the whole surface of the water seemed

strewed with arrow.s.

T!ic Indians continued to pursue them on land, plying their

Vh*w.s, and speeding flights of arrows, when a band of thirty

luir.^^cmcn came galloping to the rescue, headed by Nuno Tobar,

on his famous dapple-gray charger. Tlic wild cries and yells of

the Indians having reached the army, had caused a surmise

that some Spaniards wore in danger, and Nuno Tobar had pro-

jtosed tliis sally to their rescue
;

for that cavalier, now that he

was out of favor with his general, seemed, with the pride of a
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noble spirit to pir|ue liimsclf the more on signalizing himself bj

'worthy deeds.

At sight of Nuno Tobar and his band, the Indians gave over

the pursuit, and retreated into the thickets and morass.
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CILIPTER XIV.

THIRTY LANCES SALLY FORTH WITH SUPPLIES FOP^ THE GOVERNOR
•—THE HAUGHTY SPEECH OF THE CACIQUE ACUERA.

1539.

Tjil two adventurous troopers readied the army in safety, and

were received with acclamations. On learning their errand,

Luis de Moscoso, the camp-master-general, immediately or-

dered two horses to be laden with supplies for the governor

and his troops, and thirty horsemen as an escort. With this

band Gonzalo Silvestre set out on his return, without having re-

posed an hour in the camp, and having scarcely taken any

refreshment. His friimd, Juan Lopez, remained behind, excu.s-

ing him.self under the plea tliat the governor had neither ordered

him to go nor return.

The tliirty horse passed the morass without opposition, and

travelled all day without seeing an enemy.’ With all their

speed they could not arrive at the place at which the governor

had promised to await them, until two hours after nightfall,

when, to their great chagrin, they found the late camping-ground

deserted. Ignorant of the route taken by the general, the little

band made arrangements for passing the night in this perilous

situation. licing exposed to the attacks of lurking, savages,
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constant vigilance was necessary. They divided their party,

thorcthre, into three bands of ten men each. One, mounted and

aniKHl, went the rounds* the first third of the night • another

band kept watch at the encampment, with their horses saddled

and bridled, and ready to be mounted. The third merely took

the bridles ofi* their steeds, and, suffering the saddles to remain

on, turned tlio horses loose to graze while they snatched a brief

repose. In tiiis manner, going the rounds, watching and sleep-

i;ig by turn.s, they lightened their toils, and the night passed

away without molestation.

As soon as the day dawned they sought the track of the

general and his troop, and following it, came to the second pass

of the morass with the Indian bridge. Here, having to advance

for a great distance breast-high in water, they feared an attack,

for the Indians might hover about them in canoes, and assail

them Avith flights of arrows ; to their great joy, however, they

accomplished tlic whole passage without any assault. This ca-

pricious conduct of the savages—one day attacking with blood-

ihir.^ty fury, and the next keeping entirely out of sight—occurred

rep(atcdly throughout the whole of this expedition, and has

been sometimes attributed to superstitious notions and observ-

a*'.ees in their warfare.

Having travelled six leagues, the convoy came to a beautiful

valley, in Avhieh were largo fields of Indian corn, of such luxu-

riuTit growth as to bear three and four cars upon a stalk. The

hor.semen leaned down and plucked them as they rode along,

eating them raw to appease tlieir hunger. In this valley they

found the governor encamped, who received them joyfully, lav-

i:^lling itrai.^es upon Silvestre for his courage and hardihood, and

ftromisiiig to reward him for his services. He excused himself
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for not liavhig waited at the appointed place, by alleging the in-

tolerable hunger of the troops, and their doubts whether Silvcstre

had not fallen into the hands of the Indians.

AVithIn a few days the governor was joined by the residue of

the army, conducted by Luis de Moscoso. They had traversed

the two passes of the morass with great toil and difficulty, but

fortunately without any hostility on the part of the natives.

The fertile province in which the arm}" was encamped,'^ was

twenty leagues to the north of that of Urribarracaxi, and was

ruled by a cacique named Acuera, who, on the approach of the

Spaniards, had fled with his people to the woods. Hernando de

Soto sent Indian interpreters to him, representing the power of

tlic Sj-aniards to do injury or confer benefits; their disposition

to befriend the natives
;
and that their only object was, by ami-

cable means, to bring the people of this great country into oIjc-

dience to their sovereign, the powerful emperor and king of

Castile. He invited the caci(j[ue, therefore, to a friendly inter-

view'.

The cacique returned a haughty and vaunting reply. Others

<*f }our accursed race,” said he, have in years pa.^t poisoned

our peaceful sliores. They have taught me what you are. AVhat

is your employment? To wander about like vagabonds from

land to land—to rob the poor—to betray the confiding—to mur-

der in cold blood the defenceless. No, w'ith such a people I

want no peace, no friendship. AVar—never ending—extermi-

nating war, is all the boon I ask. You boast yourselves valiant

—and so you may be—but my fiiithful warriors are not less

brave—and tliis, too, you shall one .day prove, for I liave sworn

* Supposed to be the place koiowu now as the old Indian ralaklikaha.
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

to maintain an unsparing conflict -wliilo one wliite man remains

in my borders. Not openly in battle—though even thus we fear

not to meet you—but by stratagem, and ambush, and midnight

surprisal.”

In reply to the demand that he should yield obedience to the

emperor, he replied : I am king in my own land, and will

never become the vassal of a mortal like myself. Vile and

pusillanimous is he who will submit to the yoke of another, when

he may be free ! As for mo and my people, wo choose death,

ye.', a hundred deaths, before the loss of our liberty, and the sub-

jugation of our country !”

The governor admired the pride and haughtiness of spirit of

the savage chieftain, and was more pressing than ever to gain his

friendship
;
but to all his messages and overtures the answer of

the cacique was, that he had already made the only reply he had

to offer.

In this province the army remained twenty days, recruiting

from the fatigue and privation of the past journey. During this

time the governor sent persons in every direction to explore the

country, who returned with favorable reports.

The Indians, during this time, were not asleep nor idle. To

fulfil the bravadoes of their cacique, they lurked in ambush

about the camp, so that a Spaniard could not stray a hundred

steps from it without being shot down and instantly beheaded
;

so that if his companions hastened to his rescue, they found

nothing but a headless trunk.

The Christians buried the dead bodies of their unfortunate

comrades whenever they found them, but the Indians would

return the following night, disinter them, cut them up and hang

them upon the trees. The heads they carried as trophies to
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HOSTILITIES OF THE NATIVES. 97

tlieir cacique, according to his orders. Thus fourteen Spaniards

j)crished, and a greater number were wounded. The savages in

these skirmishes ran comparatively but little risk, as the Spanish

encampment was skirted by a thicket, whither the Indians, after

making an assault, could easily escape. In this manner the

Spaniards saw effectually verified the threats which had been

shouted forth by the Indians who had hung upon the rear during

the jiiarch. “ Keep on, robbers and traitors,” cried they, “ in

Acuera and Apalachee we will treat you as you deserve. Every

captive will we quarter and hang up on the highest trees along

the road.”

Notwithstanding their great vigilance during all this time,

the Spaniards did not kill more than fifty Indians, for they were

most prudent and wary in their waylayings.*

* llic Inca, P. L L. il c. 16. Herrera. D. vL L. vii. c. 10.

Note.—Tlie conduct and language of the cacique Acuera are completely in

the epii it manifested by some of the diicfs of the late wai-
;
the mode of war-

fare was also of a similar kind.
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CHAPTER XV.

Till: GOVERNOR ARRIVES IN THE PROVINCE OF OCALI OCCUR-

RENCES THERE.

1539.

The army reposed for twenty days in tlie province of Acuerik,

during wliich time De Soto permitted no injury to bo done

eltlier to the hamlets and villageSj or the fields of grain : they

then broke up tlicir cncampnicntj and set out for another prov-

ince, about twenty leagues to the north-eastward, called OcalL'^

the same of which Gallegos had heard at the village of Urribar-

rac.'ixi. Their way lay across a desert tract, about twelve leagues

broad, interspersed with open forests, free from underwood,

through which the horsemen could ride at ease. They then tra-

VL-rs'-d seven leagues, where dwellings were scattered about the

fields and forests. At length they arrived at the principal vil-

lage, containing six hundred houses, called after the cacique

O '.'ili. The inhabitants, however, had fied with their effects to

tlie forcst.s.

This province, being further from the sea-coast, was less cut

nt) and intersected by tlie deep creeks and bays, which in other

* Thi.'t u:\me L< Cale by the TortuguesC Xarrator. It is supposed to

liavo bc'.n in the neighborhood cf Fort Iving.
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CANINE SAGACITY.

parts penetrated an immense distance into this low and level

country, causing vast swamps and bogs, difficult and sometimes

impossible to be passed. In some of the morasses they had tra-

versed the surface would appear like firm land, yet, on stepping

upon it, would tremble for twenty or thirty paces around, and on

being trodden b}" horses would give way, and plunge steed and

rider into a suffocating quagmire.

]>esides being more free from morasses, the province of Ocali

was more populous and fruitful
;
and this the Spaniards found

to bo the case, throughout this country, in proportion as the

provinces were remote from the sea. AYliat they chiefly suffered

from throughout this whole expedition, was scarcity of animal

food, as the natives did not raise domestic cattle
;
and, although

deer and other game were abundant, the Indians only killed suf-

ficient to supply their immediate wants.

The Spaniards took up their quarters in the village of Ocali,

where they found vast quantities Of maize, vegetables, and various

kinds of fruits. The governor sent three or four Indian mes-

sengers daily to the cacique Ocali, endeavoring, but in vain, to

draw that chieftain from his retreat, with proffers of }>eaco and

friendship. AYith one of these mcs.scngers. came to the camp

four young Indian warriors, gayly decorated with plumes, wliQ

manifested an eager curiosity to see the Spaniards,- wondering at

their dress, their arms, and, above all, their horses. The gover-

nor gave them presents, and ordered that a collation sliould bo

t'et before them.

They sat down r.nd appeared to be eating very quietly, when,

pvTCfiving the Spaniards to be off tlicir guard, they ruse sud-

denly, and ran full speed to the wood,s. It was in vain fur the

Spaniards to pursue tliem on foot, and tlicre was no horse at hand.

I
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100 conqup:st of Florida.

A homul of uncommon sagacity, however, hearing the cry of

the Indians, and seeing them run, pursued them. Overtaking

and passing hy the first, and second, and third, he sprang

ujMm the shoulders of the foremost and pulled him to the

ground
;
as the next Indian passed on, the dog, leaving the one

already down, sprang upon his successor, and secured him in the

way. In like manner he served the third and fourth; and

then ke}>t running from one to the other, pulling them dov>m as

f.i.<t as they rose, and harking so furiously, that the Indians

wore It.iTified and confounded, and the Spaniards were enabled

t<» overtake and capture them
.

They were taken back to the

(•.'iiijji and examined separately, for, as they were armed, tlie

Spaniards apprehended some treachery; but it appeared that

their .-udden flight was only by way of exploit to show their ad-

dress and fleetness.

This same hound had signalized himself on another occasion

before the army reached Ocali. As several Indians and Span-

i.vrd.' were talking in a friendly way on the bank of a river, one

of tlso liidian.s struck a Spaniard violently with his bow, and

threw himself into the water, all his companions following him.

The <h)g immediately .‘^])rang in after them, but passed by several

of tlie Indians without molesting them until he came to- the one

^vho had committed the assault, when, laying hold of him, he tore

him to pieces.



;. h
I

fjw*

XOlflOJ* «0 TBHt;p^?0O

w
;41

«X..- V.<«| rir'u'li’ ‘r.l.'' .^.

n: -“ ,
- "

ki.T »u!i tuM ,tUn<w«*> «• 8'"'*”*^' ' >

„,.bi.l ^‘ 7*.'^"; . L«. W.1»‘ «'’»

oto-w Bli«ap*ia t>ilf ba« .

i>*>I-» »•"« •
«»»rf'...V'’"*^ 7“

’i . n«oo
'1'

. :;;:c

,.«.... ..01I-.IJ «»ji.“
;‘f,,,4

. ,„* ,d to.., .»! ."™" '>»• "
»“’f,;f;'ri,4i,.1 „i.V

--»» H Wod-g-ttM ,«7r
*, «;4^„

1%

,w.
,'

»

<»•



CHAPTER XVI.

THE FATE OF THE HOUND.

1539.

After repeated solicitations, the cacique Ocali, at the end of six

days, ventured from his place of refuge, and visited the army,

whore he was well treated, although the Spaniards doubted much

the sincerity of his professions.

Hard by the village ran a wide and deep river, witli precipi-

tous banks. Notwithstanding it was the summer season, this river

was too full of water to be fordable
;
it was necessary, therefore, to

construct a wooden bridge for the army to pass, l^c Soto hav-

ing treated with the cacique for a number of his subjects to aid

in its construction, they went forth one day to decide upon the

spot where it should be erected. As they were walking along the

bank; conferring on the subject, more than fivm hundred Indians

started up from among bushes and thickets, on the oj)posite bank

of the river, crying, ‘-'You Avant a bridge, ’do you? mcrcilos.s

robbers ! but you will never see it built by our hands !” Thus

shouting, they let fly a vollcv of arrows towards tlie jtlace where

the cacique ami governor w'erc standing.

He Soto demanded of his .«avnge companion the meaning of

this outrage, seeing he had given him pledges of his friendship.
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102 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

The cacique replied, that these were of a refractory party of his

subjects, who had cast off allegiance to him on account of his at-

tachment to the Spaniards, and that he was not therefore answer-

able for their acts.

It happened that the hound already mentioned was at hand,

held in a leash by the governor’s page. No sooner did he hear

the yells and see the menacing actions of the Indians, than he

was furious to get at them. In his struggles he drew the page

along, threw him on the ground, and then breaking loose,

plunged into the stream. The Spaniards called him back in

vain. The Indians, knowing his valor and exploits, and the

harm he had done to their countrymen, were glad of an opportu-

nity to revenge themselves. They showered their arrows about

him us he swam, and with such dexterous aim, that more than

fifty struck him about the head and shoulders, which were above

the water. Still the courageous animal kept on, and reached the

land, but had scarcely left the water when he fell dead. Ilis

death was lamented by the governor and the army, as if it had

been that of a brave warrior : for he had been of signal service

throughout the expedition, a vigilant guardian of the camp by

night, and a fierce champion by day. He was one of a rare and

renownetl race of dogs, several of which were noted for their

feats in the course of the Spanish discoveries and conquests.
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CILVTTER XVII.

THE SPANIARDS ENTER. THE VAST PROVINCE OF VITACIIUCO

THEIR RECEPTION THERE.

1539.

De Soto saxv that the chieftain Ocali was but lightly esteemed

by Ills subjects, wlio disobeyed his commands with impunity

;

and, thinking that the neigliboring caciques might suppose ho

was detained against his will, gave him permission to go to his

people, and revisit the camp whenever it pleased him. The

cacique gladly availed himself of this offer, but declared he only

went in order to bring his subjects into more perfect submission

to the governor, which accomplished, he would joyfully rejoin the

Spaniards. With these and many similar professions, he de-

parted
;
but never again showed his face in the cam}).

I.’pon the departure of the cacique, the Spaniards eommenced

constructing a bridge over the river. The work was superin-

tended by one Francisco, a Genoese, the only shipwright in the

army, lie was likewise skilled in every kind of carpentering

work, and by his art rendered incalculable services to the Span-

iards throughout this expedition. Large planks were thrown

upon the water, and these tied together with strong cords, which

they had brought with them for such emergencies
;
crossing and

fastening the planks with immense poles laid on top. It was of
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suRiciciit strength for tlic passage of both men and horses. Hav-

ing captured thirty Indians to servo as guides, the Spaniards

crossed the bridge, and set forward on their march.

After travelling about three days, the governor threw himself

in the advance of the army, with a hundred horse, and a hundred

foot
;
and, })ushing forward in the night, came by daybreak to

tlio frontiers of a province, fifty leagues in breadth, called A"ita-

chuco. It was under the dominion of three brothers. The

eldest, Vitachuco, bearing the name of the country over which

lie ruled, had five parts out of ten, the second brother governed

three of the remaining five, and the youngest of the family, Avho

was chief of the village of Ochile, and of the same name, possess-

ed the residue. Tliis was contrary to the usage of the other

provinces through which the Spaniards had passed, in which the

eldest son inherited all. ’

It was scarce da^’break on the first day, when the governor

and his advanced corps arrived at the village of Ochile.* It con-

tained fifty large and strong dwellings, being a frontier post, for-

iifi'.'d against the adjacent provinces, with which it appeared this

country was embroiled in warfare.

Do Soto and his little band rushed into the village, with

clamor of drum and trumpet; seized the Indians, as, terrified

and amazed, they came forth from their houses, and surrounded

t!»e mansion of the cacique. This "was built in form of one largo

pavilion, upwards of a hundred and twenty paces in length, and

forty :n breadth, with four doors
;
a number of smaller buildings

wore connected with it like ofiices.

Iho cacique had with him a guard of his principal warriors,

* illiaias say.^ this must have been soutli of the Allachua prairie. See
ll’i.V imns’.'i Floraln.
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CAFl^URE OF OCHILE. 106

and many otlicrs had hastened to his defence. lie \vould have

sallied forth and made battle, but the Spaniards had possession

of the doors, and threatened to fire the house. At length, by

sunrise, he was persuaded, through the mediation of Indian pris-

oners and interpreters, to yield to the superior power of the

Spaniards, and accept tlieir proffered friendship. The governor

received him kindly, but kept him with him, while he set at liberty

all the other prisoners, ordering his soldiers to treat them in the

most friendly manner.

The governor, however, did not feel himself secure. The

neighborhood was populous
;
the Indians, seeing the small num-

ber of his band, might attempt a rescue of their cacifj[uc. Taking i

that chieftain with liim, therefore, and a number of warriors who
|

a<ll)crcd to liis fortunes, the governor marched out of the village,
i

and returned in quest of the main body of his troops, whom he
j

found encamped at three leagues distance, full of anxiety on

account of his absence.

The day following, the army entered Ochilc; the foot and

horse formed into squadrons, and trumpets, fifes, and drums

sounding. The troops being quartered, the governor prevailed

upon Ochilc to send envoys to his two brothers, inviting them

to accept the offer of peace of the Spaniards, and warning them

of the disastrous consequences that would attend a refusal.

The second brotlicr, who was nearest, readily complied, and

at the end of three days came accompanied by many of his war- i

rior.s gayly decorated. After kissing the hands of the governor,

he entered into familiar conversation with the oflicers and dis-

tingui.shed cavaliers of tlic aruiy. asking the name of each, and

bearing himself with as much case as if he had been brought up

among them.
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106 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

The elder brother, however, vrho was much the most powerful

of the three, made no reply to the message, but detained the

envoys by whom it was sent. The two brothers, by the persua-

sion of r>e Soto, sent again other messengers with still more

urgent counsel and entreaties. They rej)resented the invincible

power of the Spaniards, who were children of the sun and moon,

their gods—that they had come from the remote region, where

the sun rises, and withal, that they had with them animals called

horses, so fleet, courageous, and powerful, that it was impossible

to escape them by flight, or resist them by force.

The answer of Vitachuco is given at length by the Inca

Garcilaso de la Vega
;
though he quotes it from memory, after a

lapse of years
;
and declares that he cannot vouch for its being

arranged exactly in the order in which it was declared, or that

it was the whole of what was said
;

but he pledges his word

that, as far as it goes, it is truly the message of the cacique. lie

declares that if the whole could be written as recounted by the

envoys, none of the knights that the divine Ariosto or his pre-

decessor, the illustrious and enamored Count Matheo Maria

Boyardo, have introduced in their works, could equal in haughty

spirit and extravagant bravado this savage chieftain. Without

claiming for it all the praise so liberally awarded by this ancient

author, still it shows the fiery spirit of this wild warrior, whose

gallant efforts were, alas! of but little avail against the resistless

might of the Spanish invader.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

HAUGHTY MESSAGE OF THE CACIQUE VITACHUCO.

1539.

It is evident enoughj” observes the cacique, in reply to the

embassy of his brothers, that you are young, and have neither

judgment nor experience, or you would never speak as you

have done of these hated white men ! You extol them greatly

as virtuous men, who injure no one. You say that they are

valiant—that they are children of the sun, and merit all our

reverence and service. The vile chains which they have hung

upon you, and the mean and dastardly spirit which you have

acquired during the short period you have been their slaves,

have caused you to speak like women, lauding what you should

cen.siire and abhor. You remember not that these strangcr.s can

be no better than those who formerly committed so many cruel-

ties in our country. Are they not of the same nation and sub-

j'-et to the same laws? Do not their manner of life and actions

prove them to be children of the Spirit of Evil, and not of tlic

sun and the moon our gods ? Go they not from laud to land

jdundering and destroying
;
taking the wives and daughters of

others instead of bringing their own with thejn
;
and, like mere

vagabonds, maintaining themselves by the laborious toil and
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108 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

sweating brow of others ? "Were they virtuous, as you represent,

they never would have left their own country, since there they

might have practised their virtues, planting and cultivating the

earth, maintaining themselves without prejudice to others or in-

jury to themselves; instead of roving about the world committing

robberies and murders, having ncitlicr the shame of men nor the

fear of G od before them.

Warn them not to enter into my dominions, for I vow that,

as valiant as they may be, if they dare to put foot upon my

soil, they shall never go out of my laud alive—the whole race

will I exterminate !”*

This v/as the first rcjdy of Vitachuco
;
but he sent many

others, insomuch that every day there arrived two or three In-

dians, sounding always a trumpet, and bringing greater bravadoes

and menaces than the last. The cacitpie thought to terrify them

by the various and hideous sujiernatural deaths with which he

menaced them. At one time he threatened, that tlie moment

they entered liis province tlic earth should open and swallow

them
;
that the hills by which tiie Spaniards would have to tra-

vel should join together and bury tlicm alive. Again, the trees

of the forest through which they liad to pass v/ere to be blown

down and crush them
;

llights of birds were to hover over and

pounce upon them, with corroding poi.son in tlieir beaks. And

again, tliat he would have the waters, herbs, trees, and even the

air poisoned in such manner that neither horse nor rider, man

nor beast, could escape with life.

These extravagancies provoked the laughter of the Spaniards,

who considered them tlm bravadoes of a vaporing spirit
;

but

the deeds of the cacirpie afterwards showed that they were the

* Tlie Inca, F. i. L. ii. c. 21.
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THE MISSION TO YITACHUCO. 109

wishes aud conceptions of a proud warrior
;
who, it is probable,

was promised all these miracles in his favor by some Indian

prophet.

Tlicsc and many otlier messages arrived during eight days

that vrere sj^ent by the governor in travelling about the domains

of the two brothers, who did every thing in their power to

gratify the Spaniards. At length the two brothers themselves

departed on a mission to Yitachuco. The fierce chieftain pre-

tended to be at length won by their persuasions, and agreed to

enter into friendly intercourse with the strangers
;

but he

wished first to know hovr many days they would be in his

domains, what quantity of provisions they would require when

they dej-arted, and what other things would be necessary for

their journey.

The two brothers sent an envoy to Do Soto with this mes-

sage, who replied, that they would not sojourn in the territory

of Yitachuco longer than he desired them to remain, nor did

they wish any more provisions than ho saw fit to give them,

ncitlicr had they need of any thing besides his friendship.
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ClIAlTl'U XIX.

THE CACIQUE VITACTIUCO DISSE.M15LES IIIS TLOT TO DESTROY THE

SPANIARDS.

1530 .

Titachuco pretended to be well contented -with the reply of

the governor, a day was appointed fur their meeting, and the

cacique ordered an abundant supply of provisions for the troops

and horses to be brought from all jairts of liis domains, and de-

posited in the chief village.

On the appointed day he went fortli from his village, accom-

panied by his two brothers and five liundred Indian warriors,

all graceful men, adorned with jdunies of various colors, and

armed u'ith bows and arrows of the fine.'^t workmanship. At the

distance of two leagues they found the governor, encamped with

his army in a beautiful valley.

Their meeting was cordial, and the cacique endeax'ored to

atone for };ast threats and menaces, by professions of present

amity and promises of future services and allegiance, all which

wero graciously received by He Soto.

Vitachiico was about thirty-five years of age, of very good

stature, and strongly formed, as tlie Indians of Florida generally

were, and evinced in his cuunti’uanee the bravery of his sj'irit.

The cu.suing day the Spaniards entered in order of battle,



J5f?

la jiariAifO.

«To.,

.CWl .'li^.t^o-x'

Jo ,i««i <»•« w«»U^u»v:«i

J»V. «WHl»«0 liiKll wl t‘''»«K>41«‘'“'" V**
®'*^

*’““ *•'
j^,aifT leia* cdj Oi boliMxi

lli« .lil Oiojj illwA >M« oJ vb l»)*li«q<I« O'i* “O

*. moiiet" 1‘* KX«"> I
^ bfUMoJ** I***®

lutowaa II*

- :r ;r:ii i ..... ... o.^-

^ .’pUtt7 R fli fHnfl R»n

- »-
•“;:, 7jf;“ 2Ss

.«»« 1. ™'"'>">i , . „,..r to (to.
rf^jh/ mV ir

ojo^ija i^Tbwi ti^^JoboB

V, ...il«)l «“ « x’P^a. ^.1. .

.hi.,. .l/l. xv.7.,d .a. .1.1 «. W,«-7. 1..

^n«n« «bto .«
-» -C^b

C

#.i

t:^y<



PERFIDIOUS PLOT OF THE CHIEF. Ill

into tlic principal village, bearing the same name as the cacique.*

It consisted of two hundred houses, large and strong, besides

many others of smaller size in the suburbs. The governor and

his body-guards and servants, together with the three brother

caciques, lodged in the house of Vitachuco, as it was of ample

size to accommodate them all.

Two days were passed in feasting and rejoicing. On the

third day, the two brothers of Vitachuco obtained leave to re-

turn to their respective territories, and departed, well pleased

with the good treatment and the many presents they had re-

ceived from the Spaniards.

• After their departure, Vitachuco redoubled his courtesy and

kindness to the Spaniards, and seemed as if he thought he could

not do enough to serve and gratify them. Five days only had

elapsed, however, when J uan Ortiz came to the governor, and

informed him of a perfidious plot devised by the cacique, and

which had been revealed to him by four of the Indian interpret-

ers. He had selected several thousand of his bravest warriors,

and ordered them to conceal their weapons in the thicket near

ihe village, and to appear at all times unarmed, so as to throw'

the Spaniards off their guard. On an appohited day he was to

invite the governor to go forth and see a general muster of his

subject.s, drawn up in battle array, though without weapons, that

he might know what a number of Indian allies he had at his

command for his future conquests.

Trusting that the governor, from the amity existing between

* Mr. Faiiliank.s D inclined to fix the site of Vitachuco on vrhat D now

known as the 'Wacah.iutu prairie, which is p.artly wet and partly dr}', and is

about fifteen miles west of Mic'unopy. lie says that in this vieinity are nu-

merous lakes and prairies which might bo taken as the scene of tlie battle.
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112 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

them, would go forth carelessly and aloiiOj a dozen of the fiercest

and most powerful Indians were suddenly to seize him and

bear him into the midst of the warriors
;
who, seizing their arms,

were to attack tlic Spaniards in tlicir camp. In this way, be-

tween the suprisc of the sudden assault, and the dismay at the

capture of their general, he trusted to have an cas}^ conquest ; in

whiclTcasc, he intended to make good his extravagant menaces,

and inflict on his prisoners all kinds of cruel and tormenting

deaths.

The Adclantado having consulted with his captains, it was

determined to take Yitachuco in the same way that he intended

to take the governor; so that he would tlius fall into his own

snare. For that purpose, twelve of the stoutest soldiers were

selected, to bo near the governor at the time he should go forth

to view the Indian arnnq and at a certain signal were to seize

upon the cacique. These things being concerted in secret, the

Spaniards watclicd Vitachuco’s movements, but at the same time

maintained an air of careless uiiconcern.

The day so much desirc'd having arrived, Yitachuco came to

the governor early in tlic morning, and, with much humility and

seeming veneration, begged him to confer a great favor on him-

self and all his subjects, by going out of the camp to behold

them arranged in order of battle, that he might know the "num-

ber that were at his service, and might sec whether the Indians

of this country know how to f >rni their squadrons as well as

other nations who he had lieard were skilled in the art of war.

The governor replied, with an unsuspicious air, that he would

rejoice greatly to see tliem
;
and that, to make the display more

striking, and furni.sli the Indians likewise with a sight, he would

order his horse and foot-soldiers to go out and place themselves in
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THE MOCK FIGHT AGREED TO. 113

squadrons
;
and have a mock fight for each other’s entertain-

ment.

The cacique did not much relish this proposition, hut agreed

to the arrangement
;

trusting to the uumher and valor of his

vassals to overthrow the Spaniards, he they ever so well pre-

pared.
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CHAPTER XX.

BATTLE WITH VITACHUCO.

•'
1530 .

All things being arranged, the Spaniards marched forth, horse

and foot, in battle array, with glittering arms and fluttering

banners. As to the governor, he remained behind, to accom-

pany the cacicpie on foot, the better to appear unsuspicious of the

latent treason. He went, however, secretly armed
;
and he or-

dered two of his finest hor.'CS to be led forth caparisoned for ser-

vice. One of these is especially mentioned as a beautiful and

noble-spirited animal. lie was named Accytuuo, after Mateo

de Aceytuno, a cavalier who had made him a present to the

governor.

Xear the village was a large plain. It had on one side a

dense forest, on the other, two lakes ; the one about a league

in circumference, clear of trees, but so deep, that three or four

feet from the bank no footing could be found. The second,

which was at greater distance from the village, was more than

half a league in width, and appeared like a vast river, c.xtending

as far as the eye could reach. Ilctwecn the forest and these two

lakes, the Indians formed their squadrons, having the lakes on

their right flank, and the forest on the left. Their bows and

arroAxs were concealed in the grass, in order that they might

appear to be totally unarmed. Their force miglit be about ten
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VITACHUCO IS CAPTURED. 116

thousand, chosen warriors, with lofty plumes, which increased

tlieir apparent height; and, being drawn out wdth somewhat of

military order, they made a beautiful display.

The cacique and Hernando de Soto came forth on foot, each

accompanied by twelve of his people, and each burning with the

same spirit and determination against the other. The Spanish

troops were to the right of the governor; the infantry drawn up

near to the forest, and the cavalry advanced into the plain.

It was between nine and ten of the morning, when De Soto

and Yitachuco arrived at the spot, which the latter had fixed

upon for the seizure of the governor. Before the cacique, how-

ever, could make his preconcerted signal, a Spanish trumpet

gave a warning blast.* In an instant the twelve Spaniards

rushed upon the caci(jue. His attendant Indians threw them-

selves before him, and endeavoured to repel the assailants, but

in vain. He was borne off captive.

At the same time, De Soto leaped upon his favorite steed

Aceytuilo, and spurred him upon the thickest of the enemy, with

that headlong valor which always distinguished him in battle.

The Indians had already seized their weapons. Their first ranks

were thrown into confusion by the impetuous charge of De Soto

;

but as he pressed forward, a shower of arrows came whistling

about him. They were principally aimed at his horse, the Indi-

ans always seeking most to kill those animals, knowing their

imj)ortaucc in battle. Four of the arrows wounded the generous

animal in tlie knees, four pierced him in the breast, and he fell

to the earth dead, as if shot by a piece of artillery.!

Portuguese Xarratlve, c. 11.

f Herrera, Dccad. vL L. viL c. 11. Garcihiso de la Vega, P. i. L. ii. c. 23

Portuguese Narrative, c. 11.
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IIG CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

In the mean time, the Spanish troops, at the trumpet signal,

had assailed the Indian squadrons, and came up at this critical

moment to the aid of their general. One of his pages named

Viota, a youth of nohlc birth, sprang from his horse and aided

De Soto to mount him. The governor, once more on horse-

bad:. put him.'^clf at the head of his cavalry, and spurred among

tlie Indians. TIic latter had no lances to defend themselves
;

and. being a.ssailed by three hundred horse, broke and fled in

every direction, A great number of those who were in the rear

took refuge among the entangled thickets of the forest
;
others

threw themselves into the large lake and escaped, while others

scattered themselves wildl}’ over the plain, where more than

three hundred were killed, and a few taken.

Tlie worse fate attended the vanguard, composed of the brav-

est warriors
;
who are always doomed to fare the worst in battle.

After receiving the first charge of the cavalry, they fled
;
but,

being unable to reach either the forest or the large lake, more

than nine hundred threw themselves into the smaller one. Here

they were surrounded by the Spaniards, who endeavored by

throats and promises, and occasional shots from their cross-bows,

and arquebusses, to induce them to surrender. The Indians

ropllod only by flights of arrows. As the lake was too deep to

give tilem footing, three or four would cling together, and sup-

jHtrt each other by swimming, while one would mount upon their

backs, and ply his bow and arrows. In this way an iuccssant

skirmishing was kept up all day long
;
numbers of the Indians

wen* slain, all their arms were exhausted, yet no one gave signs

of surrondcrin"'.o

When night came, the Spaniards posted themselves round

the lake, the horse by two and two, the foot in parties of si.x,
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SURRENDER OF THE INDIANS. 117

near to each other, lest the^ Indians should escape in the dark.

Some of the latter endeavored to save themselves, by covering

their heads with the leaves of water-lilies, and swimming noise-

lessly to the shore
;
but the watchful troopers, perceiving the

turmoil and bubbling in the water, would spur their horses to

the bank, and drive the Indians again into the channel,* in

hopes of tiring them out, and thus forcing them to capitulate
;

for, while the Spaniards threatened them with death if they did

not yield, they offered them peace and friendship if they would

surrender.

So obstinate were they, however, that midnight arrived before

one of them submitted, although they had passed fourteen hours

in the water. At length, the intercessions of Juan Ortiz, and

the four Indian interpreters, began to have effect. The most

weary would render themselves, one and two at a time, but so

.‘^lowly, that by the dawn of day not more than fifty had surren-

dered. The residue seeing that these were kindly treated, and

being admonished by them, now gave themselves up in greater

numbers, but still slowly and reluctantly. Some when near the

bank would return to the middle of the lake, until the love of

life compelled them to yield. At length, at ten o’clock, two

hundred came to shore at the same time, and surrendered them-

selves, after having been swimming four and twenty hours.

Tliey were in wretched condition, swollen with the water they

had .swallowed, and overcome with fatigue, hunger, and the want

of sleep. There still remained seven Indians in the lake, men

of such unconquerable spirit that neither the prayers of the

interpreters, the promi’ses of the governor, nor the example of

their comrades, who had surrciulored, had any effect upon them.t

* Portugiie.se Narrative, c. 11. f Ibid
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118 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

They treated all promises with seorn, and defied both menaces

and death. In this way they remained until three in the after-

noon, and would have remained there until they died. The go-

vernor, however, was struck with admiration of their courage and

magnanimity, and thought it would be inhuman to allow such

brave men to perish. He ordered twelve Spaniards therefore,

export swimmers, to go into the lake with their swords in their

mouth.<, and draw these warriors forth. The Indians were too

much exhausted to resist
;
the Spaniards seized them by the legs,

the arms, and hair, drew them to land, and threw them upon the

bank, where they lay extended upon the sand, more dead tlian

alive ;* liaving, according to the Spanish narrator, been for thirty

hours in the water, apparently without putting foot to the ground

or receiving any other relief : an exploit, adds the Inca historian,

almost incredible, and which I would not dare to write, if it were

not fur the authority of so many cavaliers and nobles, who, in the

Indies, and in Spain, assured me of the truth of it, besides the

authority of him who related this history to me. and who, in all

tliing.s, is worthy of belief

The reader, however, without questioning the veracity of the

cavaliers, will be prone to surmise that the Indians were enabled,

from time to time, to snatch a few moments of repose, on shallows

iK’ar tljc banks of the lake.

The heroic ob.stinacy of the seven Indians liad extorted the

admiration of the Spaniards. Moved to compassion by their pre-

sent deplorable state, they bore them to the encampment, and

* Ike Portuguese XaiTutivc ndJ.s, that they ^yele immediately put into

iruii-i. Inca’s account, liowever, of tlic treatment of the .Spaniards

towards these brave warriors, is more in unison with the generous nature of

r>e Soto.
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used such assiduous means, that they were restored to animation

in the course of the night.

The next morning, the governor summoned them before liim,

and pretending to be angry, demanded the reason of their dcs-’

perate resistance, and why they had not surrendered themselves

as their companions had done.

Four of them, who were in the prime of manhood, replied, that

they were leaders, or captains, chosen as such by their cacique,

from his confidence in their courage and constancy. Their ac-

tions were to justify his choice. They were bound to set an ex-

ample to their children, to their brother warriors, and above all

to such as should thenceforth be appointed as leaders. They felt

as if, being alive, they had failed in fulfilling their duty and vin-

dicating their honor
;
and, while they acknowledged the kindnc.ss

of the governor, regretted only that he had not left them to perish

in the lake. “ If you want to add to your favors.” said they,

“ take our lives. After surviving the defeat and capture of our

chieftain, we are not worthy to appear before him, or to live in

the world.”*

The governor listened with admiration to the heroic words of

these savage warriors
;
and when they had finished, he turned to

their three companiens, who had remained silent. These were

young men not more than eighteen years of age, sons and heirs

to caciques of the adjacent provinces. The governor demanded

of thcm«their reason for persisting so desperately in their defence,

as they were not leaders, nor bound by the same obligations as

their companions.

They replied, that they had been incite<l to hostility, not

* Garcilaso do la Vega, P. i. L. ii. c. 25. Herrera, Decad. vi. L. vii. c. 1 1.
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through a desire for gain, or through any implacable spirit against

the Spaniards, but merely from a thirst for glory. That although

tlicy ^verc not chiefs, yet as the sons of caciques, and destined one

•day to be caciques themselves, they felt bound more than all

otiicrs to signalize themselves by bravery in action, and by a con-

temj>t fur sufterihg and death. These, 0 offspring of the sun !*’

said tlicy, are the reasons for our obstinate hostility : if they

are suflicicnt in your eyes, pardon us
;

if not, we are at your

mercy. Strike us dead, for nothing is prohibited to the con-

queror.”

The n-oble spirit and heroic words of these youths charmed

tlic Spaniards, and their hearts were touched at seeing them ex-

j*o.sed so young to sucli adversity. The governor, likewise, who

was of a compassionate nature, was moved to pity. lie embraced

tliem as if tliey were his own sons
;
commending their valor and

hcroi.sm, which he considered as proofs of noble blood, and illus-

trious descent.

Fur two days lie detained them in the camp, feasting them

at his table, and treating them with every distinction; at the

end of which time, he dismissed them with presents of linen,

cluths, silks, mirrors, and other articles of Spanish manufacture.

He also sent by them presents to their fathers and other rela-

tions, with proffers of his friendship. The young caciques took

leave of liiin with many expressions of gratitude, and departed

jo^ tiilly for their homes, accompanied by a number of their coun-

trymen whom he had liberated.

As to the four captive leaders, they were retained as prison-

er.-!, and on the following day were summoned before the gov-

ernor, with their cacique Yitachu(?o. Dc Soto reproached them

with the treacherous and murderous plot devi.scd against him
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and liis soldiers, at a time wlien they were professing the kindest

amity. Such treason, he oLserved, merited death
:

yet he

wished to give the natives an evidence of his clemency : he

pardoned tlicm, therefore, and restored them to his friendship
;

warning them, however, to beware how they again deceived him,

or trespassed against the safety and welfare of Spaniards, lest

they should bring down upon themselves dire and terrible

revenge.

The Indians who had come out of the lake and surrendered

tliemselves, were distributed among the Spaniards to serve them

as menials, during their sojourn in the province. This was

partly as a punishment to them for their participation in tlic late

trea.<<on, and partly as an example 'to warn the neighboring

Indians from like aggressions.
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CHAl'TER XXI.

DEATH OF VITACHUCO AND HIS WARRIORS.

1539.

Yitachuco noxv remained in some sort a prisoner in his own

house, but was treated with great kindness and respect, and

dined at the governor’s table. Rage and hatred, however,

rankled in his heart
;
and he soon conceived another scheme of

vengeance. Nine hundred of his most noble, valiant, and well-

tried warriors, were dispersed among the Spaniards; equalling

the latter in number, and, as he thought, in personal prowess.

They attended their new masters as slaves at meal times, when

the Spaniards would be seated, off their guard, and many of

them without weapons. At such a moment, he conceived it

would be easy, by a preconcerted movement, to strike a signal

blow, and rid themselves at once of their oppressions.

Scarcely had Yitachuco conceived this rash scheme, tlian he

hastened to put it into operation. He had four young Indians

to attend him as pages. These he sent to the principal prison-

ers, revealing his plan, with orders that they should pass it

secretly and adroitly from one to another, and hold themselves

in readiness, at the appointed time, to carry it into ctTect. The

dinner hour of the third day was the time fixed upon for striking
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tlic Mow. Vitacliiico would be dining with the governor, and

tlie Indians in general attending upon their respective masters.

The caciijue was to watch his opportunitj, spring upon the

governor and hill him
;
giving, at the moment of assault, a war-

whoop that should resound throughout the village. The war-

whoop was to be the signal for every Indian to grapple witli his

master, or with any other Spaniard at hand, and dispatch him on

the spot.

Many of the Indians saw the madness of this second project

;

but, accustomed to yield implicit obedience to their chiefs, prom-

ised to carry it through or perish in the attempt.

On the day appointed, Yitachuco dined as usual at the table

of the governor. When the repast was concluded, he straiglit-

tmed himself upon the bench upon which he was seated, and

twi.sting his body from side to side, stretched first one arm, then

the other, to the full extent, with clenched fists, then drew them

up so that his fists rested on his shoulders, then jerked them out

two or three times, until eveiy joint cracked like a snapped reed.

In this way the Indians of Florida used to rally tlicir strength

when about to undertake any extraordinary feat.

After thi.s preparation he sprang upon his feet, closctl in-

.‘•t;iutly with (lie g.ivernor, seized him with 'the left hand by the

Collar, and with tiic other fist dealt him such a blow in the face

as to level him with the ground, the blood gushi*.g out of

eyes, nose, and mouth. The cacique .threw himself upon his

victim to finisli his work, giving, at the same time, the signal

war-whoop.

All this was the work of an instant, and before the ofiicers

itresent had time to recover from their astonisliment, the gov-

enmr lav senseless beneath the tiger grasp of \dtachuco. One
0



•riynA'j ;«ir -w aKstaou Bkik

t.Lr* ,T-.flr.708 >'’>
^

I- r. lbJ> fl«1«

«,(. aoqu 8--! ^ ^no «iJ J< >»' "'

.,CT * :o )<''«'>"> ••“'* S“'«a

.„.Tf '.:!T ASuUi-f «mU- ?•»«« w«»><* ' ' « -

,;,iw ...ki-ltnaot aaU'Ml •iv,r, ^ <'>

„u au.l
*«

‘iill

!-j5 i n.i bno-ja* ‘»v aoubtm oi!J vm -;iu«l»'I ' «' '
'

Vi.kb 0) .ouaibodo JiatUimiti -Ixoi JuJ

.i;Ki.-.()i; oi!) Iii' ikir.<[ 10 ib^Duiiil Jf ni«> ol t>'J<i

f.!,’r.i Oi!} ‘0 hfim (loi'd'.'rii (
'.

' ''4-jiO

1.1 .!
. 'OtotfOOB*.' : r.- .t 6i» ibitv/

O

I .^'.i.-..s,r, ...» »i .!.i;lw,a«S« .l 'u..d «!i C‘-l“ ‘51 ;f?»’

.

'

.,r,(. j-.’.r. .obi' • »l'« »«•

1 .il. ..0.(1 ,'J»a l,oH-...,vlo .iiouo II..--1
'..'1 0) .vidlo 0.U

.Midi n i'i .^loUaoiU 'id U1 t.9*'.vo th! 1B.IJ O' .ju

;. 1, * idif b>i»m %/« »*«>“

.1). liorll vfl.-i 0*
'^0 « toilo'i X'* B'*'* "

.-J iicniIr.b.r..A-i v-i od.ii)n0..a o» iaoJa

. V..1 no<i.. 0.! n..i>in...!'.iq «.ll lolV.

o.l; ,.I I'i-I
''

•I'?’' <««>
'"‘'f

„„i. -MU' ni « .! <«>' »1«* -

•‘f

i» Jj.O 1 o'l .t>iiO"i8 od* X.;:// Ii'fl •'JVjl O)

o»'T bio

»*4
' '“ ‘

-g*.;. 4ooi!r-ic»

&io-/a. 1- *07. o.f»ro« «.!t Il.(.

. ,! /
-„ V*



124 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

more blow from tlic savage would have been fatal
;
but before he

could give it, a dozen swords and lances were thrust through his

body, and ho fell dead.

Tlie war-whoop had resounded throughout the village. At

hearing the fated signal, the Indians attending upon their mas-

ters, assailed them with whatever weapon or missile tlioy could

command : some seized upon pikes and swords
;
others snatched

up the pots in which meat was stewing at the fire, and, beating

the Spaniards about the head, bruised and scalded them at the

same time
;
some caught up plate.s* |•itchors, jars, and the pestles

wherewith they pounded the maize
;

otliers the bones remaining

from the repast
;
and others seized upon stools, benches, and

tables, striking with impotent fury when their weapons had not

the power to harm
;

otliers snatched up burning firebrands, and

rushed like very devils into the affray.

Many of the Spaniards were terribly burnt, bruised, and

scalded
;
some had their anus broken

;
others were maimed by

sticks and stones. One was knocked down by his slave with a

firebrand, and besot by three (Uher Indians, who dashed out his

brains.

Another was assailed with blow.s, his toetli knocked out. and

he was on the point of falling a .'aerifice. when some Spaniards

came to his assistance. Tlie savage as.sailant fied and mounted

a hand-ladder into a granary oj.oning upon a court-yard, taking

with him a lance which he found leaning against the wall. The

Spaniards attempted to ascend alter him, but he planted himself

in the door-way, and defended the entrance so bravely with the

lance, that no one d;ired to ap|>roach him At length, Diego de

Soto, a relative of the governor, arrived in the court-yard,

* rortr.gnese Xiinatlvo, c. 11.
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DEATH OF VITACHUCO. 125

jtrmed with a cross-bow. He presented it and took aim. The

Indian never attempted to draw back or screen himself
;

his

object was, not to save his life, but to sell it as dearly as possi-

ble. At the instant that De Soto drew the bow he threw the

lance. The steeled' point grazed the right shoulder of the Span-

iard, and the shaft knocked him down upon his knees, pass-

ing half a length beyond, and remaining quivering in the

ground. The aim of De Soto was more certain. Ilis shaft

pierced the Indian through the breast, and killed him on the

spot.

It was' fortunate for the Spaniards that most of tlie Indians

were in chains, and none of them were regularly armed, othcr-

wi.se their assault would have been attended with great carnage.

As it was, many of the Spaniards were maimed and mangled, and

four were slain before the savages could be overpowered.

Some of the Spaniards were so exasperated at the wounds

they had received, and at the intelligence of the maltreatment

of the governor, that they wreaked their fury upon every

Indian in their power. Others, who were cavaliers, thought it

beneath tlufir dignity to take away the lives of slaves. They

brought their prisoners, therefore, to the grand .square of tlio vil-

lage, and delivered them into the hands of the archers of the gen-

eral .s guard, who dispatched them with their halberts.

Among the cavaliers who thus brought their captive slaves to

In* executed, was one of a small and delicate form, named Fran-

ci.^ico do Saldana. lie entered the square, leading after him a

powerful Indian, by a cord tied round his neck. Xo sooner,

liowever, di(l the savage perceive wliat was passing, and the fate

that awaited him, than ho clo.sed u})On Saldana as he walked

before him, seized him with one hand by the neck and with tho



a 1. .OOTjaOATlTj’tO

^ *1 fc-u .»« .. iw •' ””“ 7‘f
.,»; “

“-"''^“’'•’“i ‘TrA”iu>
„A) w,,a» »<*» ^

Th*J..n! ’
ooflj

.4^ r Ta'Z*
'“f f

-...a « i.--.. -'•-‘«

oaifl*. miJ tollii to^ ^ '^’ '^2

•

.„d«, J*n^ xM«« to

,^«1,«» 1«»TS .WW !«*«•«* flw?l:*v«.t w«^ *!«»'«

bae .b..!?;««. to
.boiWn-”-'®

»«s»#«ifto-o»^

fcfew«ow»<lM« iH>«rK«te»w o» «»» « Il ^

i - >vu >0 b<.«8 •ii 01 -f*’*n3 "If ®“r.i

1.1.. ,. .I-- “a -a“.
- ,

«1 wwi>k fj-zkiiw -«i5»ll i<isa<nd »i>‘U Oift »'',^1*"®’ '

Od. to4M.to, rrto^ f

1.,

-jkw •«( « "’‘I" •„ „uM ;„i,i

bu.i.K«. o.axd



126 COXQUEST OF FLORIDA.

other by the thigh, raised him like a child, turned him topsy-

turvy with his head downwards, and dashed him to the ground

with a violence that stunned him. Jumping then upon his body

he would have dispatched him in an instant had not a number

of Spaniards rushed with drawn swords to his rescue. The

Indian seized Saldana’s sword, and received them so bravely, that

though there were more than fifty, ho kept them all at bay.

Grasping the sword with both hand.s, he threw himself into the

midst of them, whirling himself round like a wheel, and dealing

about blows so rapidly and madly that no one dare oppose him,

and they were obliged to shoot him down with their firearms.*

These, and many similar scenes of desperate valor, occurred

in this wild affray. That the interpreters and the Indian allies

who had accompanied the army from the other provinces might

be embroiled with the natives of tlic neighborhood, so that they

would not dare thenceforward to abandon the S]>aniards, they

were compelled to aid in the destruction of the prisoners, many

of whom w'ere tied to stakes in tlic public square, and shot down

with their arrows.

f

In these battles, and the subsequent massacres, fell Yita-

chuco and thirteen hundred of his varriors, the flower of his

nation, among whom were the four brave leaders wlio had sur-

vived from the lake.

* Poi'tuu;uc3C Xarrativo, c. 11.

f Idem, dlic l\>rtiigue50 nmatur culls the village where this atfi-uy took

place Xuputaca.
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CHAPTER XXII.

THi: ARMY PASS THROUGH THE PROVLNX’E OF OSACTIIEE COAIE TO

A VA.ST MORASS SEVERE SKIR5I1SIHXG WITH THE SAX'AGES—

PREPARATIONS TO CROSS THE GREAT MORASS.

1509.

'I’m: \vlik-h Hernando de Soto received from Vitacbuco had

been .'^o x iolcnt that it was half an hour before ho rccoxxrcd his

sfiise.s. llis whole face was bruised and disfigured, and several

of his teeth were broken, so that for twenty days he could par-

take of no solid food. It was necessary to remain four days in

the village, before he and his XA'Oundcd soldiers were sufficiently

recovered to bear a journey. On the fifth day he resumed hi.s

march, departing in search of another provinec, called O.sachile.*

'liio first day they journeyed four leagues, and encamped on

the bank of a large and deep river, which divides the two prov-

iiKAcs, and over which it was necessary to throw a bridge.f They

liad scarcely begun their preparations, however, when they beheld

tlic Imlians on the opposite side in hostile array. Abandoning

t!je coii.^triiction of tlie bridge, they hastily formed six rafts, on

which a laindred men ]-assed over, cross-bow men and arquebu*

* TIiLj name is spelled Uzachil, by tlic Portuguese narrator,

f Believed to be the Suwance.
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sicrs, and fifty liorscnieiij canyiiig M’itli tliem tlie saddles for their

horses.

As soon as these reached the land, their horses Tvere driven

into the -vvatcr, and made to swim across. Their o\vners received

them on the shore, saddled and mounted them immediately,

and galloped out into the plain. At sight of them the Indians

took to flight
;

and the Spaniards worked without molestation

at the bridge, which was finished in a day and a half.

The army passed tim river, and after travelling two leagues

through a country free from woods, came to large fields of maize,

beans, and pumpkins, with scattered habitations. While they

were dispersed about the field a number of Indians, lurking in

ambush among the grain, assailed them with flights of arrows, by

which many of them were wounded. The Sjjaniards started in pur-

suit of them lance in hand. There was some sharp skirmishing
;

many natives were wounded, and a few taken prisoners. The

latter had chains put about their necks, and were distributed

among the soldiers
;
and made to carry the baggage, pound the

maize, and fulfil other servile cmj-loyments.'*

The Spaniards arrived at Osachile, a village about ten leagues

from that of Vitachuco. It contained two hundred houses,

which were deserted, the cacique and his j.eople having fled to the

woods, terrified by the rumors of the sanguinary massacre of

Vitachuco.f The governor scut proffers of peace and friendship

to him by the Indian prisoners. lie made no reply, however,

neither did any of the envoys return.

The village of Osachih‘| resembled most of the Indian vil-

^ Portuguese X;urative, o. 12. f Rlem.

\ 'WiL’iums thinks tliis is the Talhilia-^fxho of tlie Scminoles, near Mico, m
Hamilton county ;

but wo are inclined to believe, with Mr. Fairbanks, that
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l:igt\s of Florida. The natives aUvays endeavored to build upon

ground, or at least to erect the houses of the cacique or

chief upon an eminence. As the country was very level, and

Iiigli places seldom to be found, they constructed artificial
|

nmunds of earth, the top of each, being capable of containing i

from ten to twenty liouscs. Here resided the cacique, his famil}',
i

and attendant.s. At the foot of this hill was a square, according

to the size of the village, around which were the houses of the

leaders and most distinguished inhabitants. The rest of the

j.eojde erected their wigwams as near to the dwelling of their
|

cliicf as possible.
I

'

An ascent in a straight line, from fifteen to twenty feet wide,
!

b -l to tlie top of tlie hillock, and was flanked on each side by

tiunks of trees, joined one to another, and thrust deep into the

larfli
;
other trunks of trees formed a kind of stairway. All the

otin-r side.s of the mound wore steep and inaccessible.

Many of the artificial mounds noticed by the traveller at the

pre.scnt day, and about wliich there has been so much curious

and learned speculation, were doubtless artificial structures’

thrown up by tlie natives for the purposes here given. Tliese

m'iunds of earth seem to be for similar purposes with tho.-^e of

.iuc, on which are erected the ancient edifices found in Central

America.

p hilo in the village of Osachile, the Spaniards learnt that

that they were not far from the province of Apalachee, the
|

country of the Apalachians. Of this province they had heard
|

mu'^h a.s to il.s great extent and fertility, and tlKi bravery and
|

tJu.'s V Suwaiu'c 0! I I'uwn, vhioli he say.-» hns good liamraaok land about
if, iiiid i? a iiry ohi Ituhan towu. The river O-^ciJIa may take its name from
Ous old Indhui village and provuKc.

i
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ferocity of its inhabitants. Througout their march the Indians

had predicted that the warriors of Apalachee would transfix

them with their lances, hew them in pieces, or consume them

with fire. Do Soto was little moved by their menaces
;
his great

desire was to see this boasted province
;
and, if it were as fertile

and abundant as represented, to winter there. He remained,

therefore, but two days in 0.sachilc, at the end of which he re-

sumed his march.

The Spaniards were three days traversing an uninhabited

desert, twelve leagues in extent, wliich hiy between the two pro-

vinces, and about noon on the fourth day arrived at a great

morass.* It was bordered by forests of liuge and lofty trees,

with a den.se underwood of thorns and brambles, and clambering

vines, so interwoven and matted together as to form a perfect

barrier. Through this the Indians had made a narrow path,

scarce wide enough for two persons to walk abreast. In the

centre of the morass was a sheet of water half a league in

width, and as far as the eye could roach in extent.

Ihis is suj)poscd by ilr. M Calioeh I otli< .•-.s to Inivc been the great

Swamp of Okcfcnokcc, lyiiig in lat. OPN rtli, «.n ih<; frontiers of Georgia

and Florida; but we are inclined to agreo with .Mr. Fairlxvnks, that it Wiis

the swamp at the bead of the Estauliatciu'e, a rivor emptying into the Gulf.

He remarks tliat it could not have been the Okefonnkee, as that is 150 miles

nearly fruin Apahiclie, and is altogetli t tmliko tliu morass, mid no Iiulian

highway goes througli it; its diameter being LJ or 1.5 miles. Abno.-d any wet

Florida swamp at tlie head of a riv«,r would answer the description given of

tlie mr.ra=3 crossed by De Soto. Ho ai!d-. that fronn liis nr rso/n.t^ knowledge of

tlie eountiy, lie feels quite coiifKlett tliat the emu-so we liavc thus f;u- marked

out must bo nearly, if not exactly the one taken; and the fact that the

Semhioles ke-pt the v.hole army «if the United States at bay for seven years,

and now napiire to be buugbt our. i- it'< If an evidence of the nature of

the country. \'iilo Kerr’ .s Veo ages aiai 'i'ravels, Vol. v. p. 4GG. ^M'Culloch’s

Uesearcbe.'. p. 5‘24. Darby's I'lorida, p. lu, 20.
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Do Soto encamped at an early hour on a fine plain on the

skirts of the forest, and ordered out a hundred cross-howmeii,

archers, and pikemcn, with thirty liorse and twelve expert

swimmers, to explore the passage of the morass, ascertain the

deptli of the v/ater, and search for a ford, against the following

day.

They had penetrated but a little distance, when they were

opposed by Indian warriors. The passage, however, was so nar-

row, and so completely walled on each side by thorny and im-

pervious forest, that not more than the two foremost of eacli

vanguard could come to blows. The Spaniards, therefore, or-

dered two of the stoutest to the front, armed with sword and

burkler. f.dlowcd by two cross-bowmen and archers. In this
j

way they drove the Indians before them until they came to tlic
|

water. Here, as both parties could scatter thcmselve.s, and had
,

room for action, there wms some hard fighting. IMany good ’

siiots were given, and several were killed and wounded on both i

sides.

lunding it impossible, under such heavy fire, to examine the

depth of tlie water, the S])aniards sent wmrd to the governor,

who came to their aid, witli the be.st soldiers of the army. 'I'lie

enemy likewi.se received a reinforcement, and the battle became

more fierce and bloody. Both fought to their waists in the

water, stumbling about among thorns and brambles, and twisted

routs, and the sunken trunks of fallen trees. As the Sitaniard.s '?

. .

were aware that it would not do to return wdthout discovering
j

the jiass, they continued to charge the enemy with great impetu- \

o.«lty, and succeeded in driving them out of tlic water. They
|

found that tlie narrow pa.'=.s through the forest continued through

the water, being cleared of thorns and roots and sunken trce.«,
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BO tliat tho Indians could wade up to their middles, excepting

about forty paces of the mid-channel, where it was too deep to

be forded. This they passed by a bridge of two trees fastened

together. The opposite side of the morass was bordered by the

same kind of impervious forest as the other, and, like it, tra-

versed by a narrow Indian path. The distance through tho two

forests, and across the morass, was about a league and a half.

Tlic governor, having well reconnoitered the pass, returned

with his men to the encampment. Here he held a council of

war, in which tlie difliculties and dangers of the case were dis-

cussed, and the mode of meeting them determined upon.

It was arranged that two hundred picked men should be

thrown in the advance to secure the pass, and prepare the way

for the passage of the main body. One hundred of these were

to be horsemen, and one hundred foot-soldiers. Tho former

K-ing better armed than the infantry, and protected by bucklers,

always received loss injury from tho arrows of the enemy
;
they

Were, therefore, to take the lead on foot, as horses would only

be an end>arrassment in such a narrow pass. In this way they

would, as it were, form a shield to the hundred foot-soldier.s,

consisting of ar(|ucbusicrs and archers.

They were all to be provided wdth bills, hatchets, and other

implements for clearing an encamping place in the opposite for-

est, on the side of the morass
;

for, as the Spaniards would have

t'» j)ass the narrow’ ford one by one, in the face of a ferocious

enemy, it would be impossible for the w'hole army to traverse

the morass and both borders of woodland in one day. It ap-

perna tl ad\ isiiblc, therefore, to make a lodgment in tho opposite

fort-t.*

* Garcllaso de la Yoga, P. il L. ii. c. 1.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

OF THE PERILOUS PASSAGE OF THE GREAT MORASS.

1539.

All the requisite preparations being made, two liimdrcd pickc<l

men sallied out of the encampment, each carrying in his bosom

his day’s allowance, consisting of a little boiled or toasted maize.

Two hours before dawn they trayersed the defile of the fore.^t,

as silently as possible, until they reached the water. They soon

found the ford where the stones and roots and sunken logs

had been cleared aAvay
;

keeping along this they came to the

bridge of fallen trees and logs, across the deepest part of the

channel. This they passed without molestation from tlic Indi-

ans, who had left the whole pass unguarded, not imagining that

the l^paniards would dare to penetrate the dense forest, or f*rd

the deep and perilous passage of the morass by night.

When they perceived at daybreak, however, that tliey ha*!

passed the bridge, they rushed with cries and howls to di.'^fmte

the passage of the mdrass yet to be traversed, which was about

a quarter of a league. The Spaniards received their attack man-

fully : both parties fought up to the middle in water, d he In-

dians were soon repulsed and driven into the defile of ihc ('pjH)-

site forest, into which they could only enter one at a time. This

defile being so narrow, and walled in by an impervious forest, it
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134 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

was easy to blockade the passage and keep the enemy from sally-

ing forth. Forty men were ordered to do so. while the remain-

ing liundrod and fifty went to work to cut down trees and clear

a jilacc ft.>r the army to encamp.

in this manner they remained all the day, tlic Indians in tho

bo'--(im of the forest slioiiting and yelling, as if to frighten with

tlicir noi.'C tliosc whom they would not engage with their arms
;

>nmc of the S[)aniards watching, the others felling trees and

burning the fallen timber. AHicu night came, each one remained

where lie clianced to be. Pisturbed by the yells of the Indians,

and obliged to maintain a constant vigil, the Spaniards passed a

sh‘Cple>s night.

'J'lie ne.vt morning the troops undertook the passage, and al-

though they met with no opposition, found many difficulties in

the ford, and, being obliged to pass one by one, wore the whole

d.»y in crossing.

lly night tliey were all encamped on the cleared ground,

wluTc, however, they enjoyed but little sleep, in consequence of

the yells and attacks of the enemy.

At 1 >reak of day they pre.ssod forward through the defile

of tile second forest, driving the Indians slowly before 'them,

V. ht» retreated step by ste]>, plying their bo'vs incessantly, so

tl.at every ineh of the wa}’ had to be won at the edge of the

.‘‘Word.

At length, after fighting onward for half a league, they

» merged from this dense and thorny forest into more open wood-

I nid. Here, however, the Indians, foreseeing more scope for tho

h"r-<>s. P;i,] taken jirccautions accordingly.

It wa< in a part of this very morass, though not in this ini-

lu-.diatu neighborliood, that Pamphilo de Narvaez had been do-
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DESPERATE ATTACK OF THE INDIANS. 185

fcated about ten or eleven years before
;
and the Indians, profit-

ing by the experience then gained, and encouraged by the recol-

lection of that triumph, trusted for like success in the present

instance.

To render the much dreaded horses inefTective, they had

blocked up and traversed the open places of the forest with great

lOgs, and branches tied from tree to tree
;
and in the close

and matted parts had made narrow passages by which they

might dart forth, make an assault, and vanish agtiin in an

instant.

As soon, therefore, as the Spaniard.s entered this more oju'u

woodland, they were a.ssailed by showers of arrows from every

side. The Indians, scattered about among the thickets, sallied

forth, plied their bows with intense rapidity, and plunged again

into the forest. The horses were of no avail
;
the ar.piebu.''i<‘rs

and archers seemed no longer a terror
;
for in the time a ^^]‘an-

iard could make one discharge and reload his musket, or }dace

another bolt in his cross-bow, an Indian would launch six or

seven arrows
;
scarce had one arrow taken flight before anotlu r

was in the bow.

In their hampered situation, the Spaniard.s found it iiup>"i-

blc to assault the enemy; their only alternative was to dt mi

themselves and press forward. All the while, too, that they were

exposed to this galling fire, they were insulted by the taunts

and throat.s of the enemy, who reminded them of their victory

over Pamphilo de Narvaez, and menaced them with a like

defeat.

For two long leagues did the Spaniards toil and figlit tlieir

way forward through this forest; irritated and mortified I>y

these galling attacks, vexatious taiint.s, and the im}>o^.'-^ibilify of
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retaliating
;

at length they emerged into an open and level

countiy'. Here, overjoycel at being freed from this forest prison,

they gave reins to their horses and free vent to their smothered

rage, and scoured the plain, lancing and cutting down every

Indian they encountered, out of revenge of their own annoyances,

and of the past defeat of Narvaez. But few of the enemy were

taken prisoners
;
many were put to the sword

;
and thus did

they suffer severely for the presumjituous confidence inspired by

their former triumph over Spaniards.*

* Garcilaso de la Vegn, P. ii. L. il c. 2. Herrera, Hist. Ind., Decad. vi L.

Tii. c. 12.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

niE INDIANS MAKE A DESPERATE STAND AT A DEEP STREAM THE

SPANIARDS GAIN THE PASS AND ARRIVE AT THE INDIAN VILLAGE

OF ANHAYEApN THE PROVINCE OF APALACHEE.

1530.

The had now arrived at tlie commencement of’ a

fi rtile region, covered with those villages and fields of grain fi>r

which the province of Apalachee was famous throughout tlio

country. AVearied with their toilsome march and inces.sant

fighting, they encamped for the night in the open plain, near a

small village. Still they were deprived of the repose so necessary

to them. All night they were disturbed by yells and liowllng.'^.

by repeated assaults, and flights of arrows discharged into tlie

camp.

At daybreak they resumed their march through extemsive

fndds of maize, beans, pumpkins, and other vegetables, extending

on each side of the road as far as the eye could reach, in-

tor.sperscd with small cabins, shoxving a numerous but scattered

population. "
*

The inhabitants justified their ferocious and warlike reputa-

tion, for they kept up incessant attacks, sallying forth from their

iwelling.s, or starting up from corn-fields xvhero they had lain in

am]>ush
;
and though the Spaniards xvreaked upon them a bloody
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revenge, slaughtering them without mercy, yet nothing could

check the fury of the survivors.

After contending for two leagues through the fields of corn,

the Spaniards came to a deep stream, bordered by forests ’*

wliere the Indians had erected j)aiisades and barriers, to impede

tlic passing of the horse, as well as to protect themselves. As

this was one of the strongest and most important passes, and in

a manner their lasjt hope, they h.ad j)repared tlicmselves to defend

it vigorously.

Having reconnoitcred the j^ass, the Spaniards made arrange'

incuts accordingly. The best armed horsemen alighted, and

buckling on their shields, advanced with swords and hatchets in

hand, gained tl\e pass, and bruke down the palisades and barriers.

The Indians fought desperately to defend them
;
several Span-

iards were killed and many wounded, but they succeeded in

forcing their way with less difficulty tliaii they had apprehended.

The stream forded, they marched two more leagues without

opposition, through the same kind of fertile and cultivated coun-

try
;
then choosing a place clear from forests, encamped for the

night. After four days and tliree nights of watchings, toiling, and

fighting, they needed repose, and liad liopcd, in this open place,

where the liorses had free career, tliat they sliould be able to en-

joy it without molestation. The darlmcss of the night, however,

encouraged tlie assaults of tlieir restless and daring foes, and

obliged them to keep up a constant vigil with their weapons in

their hands.

Even the Indians who were captured evinced the implacable

and unconquerable .‘Spirit for which the Apalachian tribe was fa-

mous. Thougli in the power of their enemies, they continued to

* Mr. M‘Cull<>ch tills to Lo the river Uelio.
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ARRIVAL AT ANIIAYEA. 139

•;arry an air- of Iianglitiness and defiance : boasting of their origin^

vaunting the valor of their nation, and telling tlie Spaniards tliat

they would soon arrive at the village of their cacique, where he

and a liost of warriors were waiting to destroy them. The name

of this cacique was Capafi^ the first they had heard of, whoso

name difTcred from that of his village. Learning that this for-

midable village was actually but about two leagues distant, Ilor-

nando de Soto, on the following morning, wLicli was the fifth

since crossing the morass, put himself in the advance, with two

hundred horse and a hundred foot. On their way they j)ut all

the Indians they met with to the sword.

On reaching the village they found it recently deserted by

the cacique and his men. They pursued them for some distance,

killed some of the Indians, and captured others
;
but the cacique

made lii.s c.scapc. They then took up their quarters in the village,

wliich was named Anhayea,* and contained two hundred and fifty

large and commodious houses : the Adclautado took po.sscssion

of the dwelling of the cacique, which stood at one end of the vil-

lage, and was superior to the rest.f

In addition to this principal village, they understood that

there were many others in the province, containing from filly to

a hundred liouse.s. more or less, besides a multitude of dwclling.s

scattered about the coiuitry. The province througliout was re-

puted to be pleasant, the soil fertile, producing maize, cucumliors,

bcaiis, and wild plums
;

the rivers abounded in fish, which the

natives caught in vast quantities throughout the year, and dried

for usc.J

* I\.'rtugu<\se Narrative, c. 12.

I Tlii.'* village is slq)[)o^’e(.l to lx; in tlic neigliborluHul of the intxK rn n

TallalKi.'Ssce. Colonel Riokett :?ay.‘?, Indian traditions confirm tiiis oj.Uihje

X Garcilaso de la Vega, P. ii. L. ii. c. 4. rortuguese Nanative, r. 12.
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C1L\TTER XXV.

JUAN DE ANASCO SETS OUT IN SEARCH OF THE OCEAN THE ADVEN-

TURES HE JIET -WITH CY THE WAY.

1539.

The arn-N^ "omained in the village of Anhayea for several days,

rccriiltiug from its past toils, although the enemy did not fail to

continue tlieir attacks hy night and day. The governor now sent

out bands of horse and foot to explore the surrounding country

for fifteen or twenty leagues. Two captains, the one named Arias

Tinoco, the other, Andreas de Yasconcelos, were sent in diflcrcnt

directions to the northward. They returned, the one in eight,

and the other in nine days, having met with no adventures wor-

thy of relation, lloth reported that they had found many popu-

lous villages, and that the country was fertile and free from

morasses or extensive forests. A third captain had been sent

about the same time to the southward : this was Juan do Afiasco,

the Contador of the army. He was one whom De Soto often

chose for undertakings that required a stout heart and active

spirit, though he was sometimes prone to be a little hasty in tem-

per and positive in command. lie had under his command forty

horse and fifty foot, and wa.s accompanied by Gonzalo Silvestre

and Gomez Arias. The latter was a relation of the governor’s

wife, and a hardy soldier, seasoned in all kinds of perils and
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SUSPECTED TREACHERY. Ul

vicissitudes by laud and water, as most Spanish adventurers were

in those days. lie had seen rough times in Moorish warfare

;

had been a slave in Barbary
;
and, to his adventurous valor, add-

ed sage experience in council.

Thus accompanied, Juan de Anasco set off towards the south

in quest of the ocean, which was said to be less than thirty leagues

distant from x\.nha}’ea. He was guided in his expedition by an

Indian, who professed great fidelity and attachment to the

Spaniards.

For two days they travelled over an excellent road, wide and

level, passing two small rivers which were easily forded. Here

they came to the village of Ante, which was abandoned by the in-

habita.nts, but well stocked with provisions. Taking with them a

su['ply for four days, they continued on by the same commodious

road. At length the Indian diverged from it, and led the way

into dense and thorny forests without any path. The ground

\va.s in many places rough and broken, and covered witli fallen

trees. In other places were deep bogs covered with gras.s, that

presented the appearance of firm land, but into which horse and

foot Slink and floundered, and were almost smothered.

In thus wilderness they wandered about for five day.<, fre-

quently crossing their former track, until their stock of j>ro-

visions was nearly exhausted. Three times they came, as they

thought, within sound of the distant surges of the sea, and each

time the Indian struck in an opposite direction. In their vexa-

tion and perplexity they began to suspect his fidelity, and that

he had a design to make them perish with hunger in thi.s ine.xtri-

eaUe forest, even though he should share tlie same fate. These

suspicions, however, they kept to themselves, for they had no

other guide.
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143 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

They now cleterminccl to return to Auto, get a fresli supply

of provisions, and renew their search. Their return was the

more toilsome, as they had to retrace their footsteps through

fear of losing the road, and the mire of the bogs was so much

trampled that they sank deeper in it than before. Four da^'s did

they keep on in this painful w'ay, and their suspicious of their

Indian guide revived. They grew peevish in their conduct

towards him
;
quarrels ensued between him and the soldiers

;
he

was beaten, and would have been slain on the spot, had not

Afia.sco interfered. Exasperated to revenge, he watched an

0}»portunity at night wdiile the soldiers slept, and snatcliing a

brand from the fire, struck those who had maltreated him. This

only brought on him severer punishment. A chain was then put

round his neck and the other end given to a soldier, to keep close

watch over him.

Tlie next morning, in the course of their rugged march, the

guide, as he followed the soldier wdio had him in charge, sprang

suddenly upon him, threw him to the ground, and began to

trample upon him.

I'pon this the Spaniards fell upon the Indian with sword and

pike : even Juan de Afiasco, losing all temper, raised hiTiiself in

his stirrups, and with botli hands, dealt him a terrible thrust

witii his lance
;

after which, as he lay for dead, a hound was

turned loose to tear him to pieces.

Their guide being slain, and their anger being thus cruelly

appea.scd, they began to think which way they should direct

tlieir steps. In tliis dilemma they turned to an Indian whom

tliey liad captured on their return to Ante. From him they

gatliered by signs, and a few’ words wdiich they understood, that

it would be impossible to go to the sea by their present route, on
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RETURN TO AUTE. 143

account of the swamps and forests
;

hut tliat if they would

return to Auto ho would take them by a direct road to the coast,

and to the very place where Painphilo do Narvaez had built his

vessels and embarked.

They had no alternative but to trust to this new guide, hop-

ing that the fate of his predecessor would have a salutary efl'ect

on him. They returned, therefore, to the village of Ante, after

fifteen days of toilsome and fruitless wandering.

As Gomez Arias and Gonzalo Silvestre were riding in the

advance, they took two Indian prisoners, near to the village. On

(piest idling them about the sea-coast, and the proper route to

find it, they confirmed all that^had been said by tlie present

guide. The Spaniards comforted themselves with the hope,

therefore, that they would now bo able to accomplish tlie object

of their journey
;

and with this persuasion, slept soundly and

contentedly that night, after all their toils.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

JUAN DE A.VASCO ARRIVES AT THE BAY, WHERE HE FINDS TRACES

OF FAMPHILO DE NARVAEZ.

1539.

On the following day Juan de Anasco and his followers set out

once more from the village of Aute, under the guidance of the

three Indians, hy the new route they pointed out. The road

was wide and open, free from any bad passages, excepting one

narroAv marsh, in which the horses did not sink over their fet-

locks. They had not journeyed more than tAVO leagues when

they arrived at a spacious bay,* and, proceeding along its shores,

came at last, to their great joy, to the very place where the un-

fortunate Pamphilo de Xarvaez and his people had sojourned.

Here were the remains of a rude forge, where the iron work for

the vessels had been wrought
;
and around it lay scattered char-

coal and cinders. There were large trunks of trees, also, hol-

lowed out into troughs, in which the horses had been fed
;
and

not far off lay the bones of the horses that had been killed.

The Spaniards gazed with melancholy interest on these relics

of a disastrous expedition, and eagerly sought to glean from

their savage guides further particulars respecting Xarvaez and

Evidently the Bay of St. Marks, or Apalachee. Sec Cliarlevoix Jour-

nal lIi.stori(jue, Let. xx.viv.
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KETURN TO DE SOTO. 145

his men. The Indiuns had picked up some Spanish phrases

during the time that Narvaez sojourned here; with these, aided

by signs, and by words of their own language, partly understood

by their hearers, they contrived to give some account of the

transactions at the bay. They led the Spaniards, step by step,

over the scenes visited by Narvaez; showed the place where ten

of his men had been surprised and slain
;
and pointed out every

spot where things of note had happened to that ill-starred com-

mander.

Ahasco and his companions searched in every direction to

find if any letter had been left in the hollow of a tree, or any

inscription on the bark, as was the common practice with discov-

erers, but found nothing of the kind. They then ranged along

the shores of the bay to the sea, which was three leagues distant.

Here, finding some old canoes cast upon the beach, ten or twelve

expert swimmers embarked in them and sounded the bay, in the

mid-channel of which they found sufficient depth for largo ships.

After this, they placed signals in the highest trees, so as to

be apparent to any one sailing along the coast
;
and took down,

in writing, a minute account of the place and its bearing.^, for the

information of any one who might henceforth seek it. Having

taken these jjrecautions, they made the best of their way back to

the army. He Soto was rejoiced to see them, for their long

absence had caused him great uneasiness. He was highly satis-

fied, also, to learn that they had discovered so excellent a harbor,

and the very one from which Pamphilo do Narvaez had set sail

with his ill-fated barks.
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CHAPTI-I! XXVII.

THE EXPEDITION OF JUAN DE AN'ASCO AND IIIS HAND OF THIRTY
TROOPERS.

1530.

As the season was far advanced, Po Soto resolved to proceed no

farther for the present, hut to winter in this abundant province

of Apalachee. He eau.sed the village of Anhajea, therefore, to

be strongly fortified, additional buildings to be erected for bar-

racks, and the surrounding country to be foraged for a stock of

provisions. In tlie mean time, friendly messages and presents

were repeatedly sent to the eaci'pje Capafi. He, however, rejected

all overtures, and buried himself in a dense forest, surrounded

by morasses and perilous defiles.

As He Soto saw no use in keej)ing up a garrison at Ilirri-

higua, in the bay of K.^piritu Santo, he determined to send

orders to Pedro Calderon to break up his encampment there,

dispatch the vessels which lay in the harbor, and march with the

forces under lus command to rejoin the army in their winter

quarters. How to get these orders to Pedro Calderon was now

the question; for whoever boro the message would have to

retrace the wlhlcrne.ss through wliieh tlie army had marched, to

re-cross the deep and rapid rivers, thread the gloomy forests and

miry swamps, and. as it were, run the gauntlet througli tribes of
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PEDRO MORON’S EXPEDITION. MV

warlike and cruel savugeSj smarting from late conflicts, and thirst-

ing for revenge.

After mature consideration, he resolved to intrust the peril-

ous enterprise to a hand of troopers, suflicient in number to make

head against a considerable force of savages, yet not too numerous

to move wdth secrecy and expedition.

No sooner did lie propose the daring errand than thcic wa.s a

competition among the young cavaliers of the army to be sent upon

it
;
for the very danger excited their ardor. De Soto cho.se from

among them thirty prime lances, and appointed as tlieir leadt r

the stout-hearted and well-tried Juan do Anuseo. Along with

liim went the shrewd and hardy Gomez Arias, his comrade in the

late expedition to the ba}' of Ante.

Among the lances was one Pedro Moron, a mestizo, or half-

. . . j

blood, between Spaniard and mulatto, a native of llie i.-la.iid of i

Cuba. This soldier, beside being an admirable swimmer, was
|

gifted w'ith'a scent almost equal to tliat of a dog
;
so that he had

j

often, in the island of Cuba, winded and traced a fugitive Indian
|

into the thickets and caves in which he had hid liim-SL-lf 11^*“

also could scent fire at the distance of a league, thougii no light <.r

smoke was to bo jierceivcd.* In company witli him wmit anoth* r

luLStizo, his friend and countryman, likewi.se a native of Cuiia.

It was on the 20th of November-f (lo30) that thi.s small and

intrepid band set out on their hazardous errand. As celerity of

movement was all important, each horseman was lightly etpiq.ped

with a ca.<cjue, a coat of mail under his doublet, and a lance
;

n 1'

j-air of alforjas or wallets were slung across the .saddilo-bow. ;n

which, beside a small supply of food for himself, and corn lor i.is

Ftced, he had two or th.ree spare horseslioes, and a few nails.

* riarcil.a<o do la Vega, P. ii L. Li. c. 7. f Portuguese Kelatiua.

7
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148 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Long before the day dawned the gallant troopers were on the

road,* Pressing forward, they scoured along at full speed, when

practicable, fearing lest the rumor of their coming might precede

them, and give the Indians time to assemble and dispute the

passes. Overtaking two of the natives, they put them to death,

to prevent their giving the alarm to their comrades scattered

about the fields. They traversed the extensive morass and vast

forests of Apalachee, without opposition, and halted in an open

plain on its skirts
;
ten of their number keeping watch while the

remainder slept.

Ere it was light they were again in their saddles, and made

the best of their way over that desert tract of country" lying be-

tween the morass of Apalachee and the village of Osachile. Ap-

prehensive that the Indians might have heard of their approach,

and would make stout resistance in the village, Anasco ordered a

halt. As night closed in, tlicy pushed onward with great caution,

and came in sight of the village about midnight. Not stopping

to reconnoitre, they loosened their reins, clapped spurs to their

horses, and dashell througli at full speed. Having galloped about

a league further, they struck oil their course for a short distance,

and halted for the remaiiid(‘r of the night
;
having travelled this

day more than thirteen leag^'cs.

At daybreak they resumed their journey, putting their horses

to their speed, as numbers of the natives were scattered about

the fields, and might give the alarm. Thus, they went five

leagues on a scamper to the river Osachile, at the risk of their

horses
;
but these were, luckily, so high mettled that they suffer-

ed but little.

* Tlie account of this n'lnantlc and perilous expedition of the tliirty

troopers, is entirely from the Inca (Jarcilaso de la Vega. Tlie Portuguc.'^e

Narrative makes very brief mention of it
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VITACHUCO BURNT BY THE NATIVES. U3

On approaching the river, Gonzalo Silvestre, who liad pushed

his horse more than his companions, was in advance. He was

fearful lest the river should have swollen since the army crossed

it. Fortunately, however, the water had fallen. He was so

overjoyed that he plunged in with his horse, swam the stream,

and -mounted the bank on the opposite side. When his com-

panions came up they were rejoiced to see him on the opposite

bank, for they had entertained the same fear, that the river might

Lave increased : they all dashed in, gained the other side without

accident, and, with light hearts, dismounted and made their

breakfast on the green-sward.

They were soon again on horse, and at a moderate pace ap-

proaclicd the village of Vitachuco. Thinking to have found the

place as they had left it, they looked forward to some severe fight-

ing with the inhabitants, and expected to pass through it at tlie

I'oint of the sword. A consultation was held, and it was resolved,

tliat none should stop to fight, but at full gallop cut their way

through the enemy
;
for the death of one of their number, or of

^

a horse, would be a serious loss, and increase the perils of tlicex-

pediti n. Thus determined, they spurred on, and were soon re-

lieved from their apprehensions. They found the village a scone

^

ji utter desolation
;
the houses burnt, the walls thrown to the

vTound and the bodies of the Indians who had fallen on the day

01 battle, heaped up into a mound, and left unsepulchred. The

f^paniards atterwards learnt that the natives had destroyed and

dc.'^ert'-'d this village, from an idea that it had been built on an

ivil and ill-fated site
;
and they had left the corses of their peo-

ple unburied, food for carrion birds and wild beasts, because, ac-

.'ording to their superstitious belief, the unfortunate and defeat-

ed in battle were infamous and accursed.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

CONTIN'UATION OF THE BOLD AND FERILOUS EXPEDITION OF JL’AN DE

ANASCOj AND IIIS THIRTY LANCES.

1539.

The Sprmiards checked their steeds, and xvoimd slowly through

the ruins of the village, wondering at the desolation around them.

They had left it but a short distance behind them, when they en-

countered two Indian warriors, on a hunting expedition, who took

refuge under a large xvalnut tree. One of them, however, quit-

ting the tree, made an attempt to reach the woods cn tlie oppo-

site .‘-ide of the road, but two horsemen dashed after him, and be-

fore he attained this asylum, transfixed him witli their lances.

The other Indian, of more courageous spirit, kept hij station

under tlie tree
;
and, as fortune usually favors the daring, hs mot

with a ]>etter fate. Fixing an arrow in his bow, he fearlessly

faced tiie Spaniards, who came galloping one behind the otheic

and threatened to slioot, sliould they approach him. Some of the

cavaliers, piqued at his defiance, would fain have dismounted to

attack him lance in hand.

Anasco, however, represented to them that there was neither

valor nor prudence in attacking a desperate man
;
especially at a

time when the death, even of a horse, xvould be dec'^dy felt; an!
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NARROW ESCAPE OF THE SPxVNIARDS. 161

when tlicy were badly provided witli medicines to heal the wound-

ed. He then wheeled his horse, and they made a large circuit

from the road, lest the Indian should shoot any of the horses as

they passed : for this they dreaded most. He allowed them all

to pass, and finding that, instead of attacking him, they had turn-

ed on one side, he started after them, taunting them for flying from

a single foe. At this moment a shrill and wdld outcry rose from

every part of the surrounding fields. and forests. Savages started

up on all sides, and called upon each other to barricade the road.

Hut the Spaniards gave their horses the reins and spur, and

soon left tlic eueniy behind them. This night, the third of th.eir

wa\ faring, they halted in a level and beautiful plain, having tra-

velled seventeen leagues since morning
;
the last eight through

tljc j.rovinee of Yitachuco.

On the fourth day they journeyed other seventeen leagues

through the same province. The natives, thirsting for revenge,

on account of their late defeat, were on the alert
;
and seeing

the Spaniards passing through their country with so small

a force, determined to massacre them. They sent seven Indian

runner.s ahead to spread the alarm of the coming of the white

men. that their warriors might assemble at some narrow pass and

di.-pute the way. The Christians, however, suspecting their

de.>igns, pushed on so close upon the runners, that they took

them all prisoners. At nightfall they encamped as usual in an

epen plain.

A little pa.^^t midnight they roused themselves from their

slumbers, and by sunrise had already travelled five leagues, and

arrived at the river Oehali, wlierc, on a former occasion, the

Indians had killed the hound with their arrows. They hoped to

'nd the river with less water than when they had crossed it, but.
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152 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

on the contrary, it had overflowed its banks, and was now a deep,

turbid stream, boiling and foaming with whirlpools, fearful even

to look upon, and dangerous to traverse.

Tlie Spaniards held an earnest consultation for a few mo-

nuMit.s : tlic first object was to secure the opposite bank before

the Indians should arrive there. It was determined, therefore,

that twelve of the best swimmers, stripping themselves of every

thing except their casques and coats of mail, and disencumbering

their horses of saddles and saddle-bags, and taking only their

lances in their hands, should swim their steeds to the opposite

bank, and take post there, to protect the crossing of their com-

panions with the baggage. At the same time, fourteen were,

witli all speed, to construct a raft of drift-wood, to transport the

baggage, and such of the party as could not swim
;
while four

were to mount guard at their present post, until all should Ix)

effected.

All this was no sooner agreed upon than it was put into

execution. The twelve swimmers threw ofi* all superfluous

clotlics, and, taking lance in hand, urged their horses into the

raging stream. Eleven of them landed in safety at a large

opening on the opposite bank: the twelfth was Juan Lopez

Cacho, page to the governor—the same youth who once accom-

panied (lonzalo Silvestre on his perilous errand to the camp. In

attempting to cross, he drifter], with his horse somewhat below

the opening. Finding he could not stem the current up to the

place where his companions landed, he let his horse swim lower

down the river, and sought some other landing-place. He at-

tempted several times to scramble up the bank, but it was like a

wall, and there was no foothold for the horse. He was com-

pelled, therefore, to return to the opposite shore, but before he
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RESCUE OF JUAX LOPEZ CACIIO.

reached it, his horse began to hiltcr through fatigue. lie called

out for succor to his companions who were felling wood for the

raft. Four of them threw themselres into the water, and

dragged him and his horse to shore. By the time they reached

it, the poor youth was so chilled and exhausted that he was more

like a corpse than a living being.

Leaving the cavaliers to complete the crossing of the river,

we will cast a look back to the camp, to notice the proceedings of

its careful commander
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CHAnEH XXIX.

DE SOTo’s E.XTERrraSE AGAI.VST THE CACIQUE OF CAFAFI.

1539.

ir.WTXG di.^patchcd Juan de A fiasco and Lis thirty lances on

thcdr expedition, the next thought of De Soto was for the securi-

ty and comfort of his army. Ever since he had been quartered

in the village of Anhayea, the Indians had kept up a series of

harassing attacks and alarms, by day and night. The whole

lunghborhood was beset b}' them, lurking about in ambush, so

that a ,'oldier could not stray a bow-shot from the camp without

being waylaid and assaulted.

Knowing the devotion of the Indians to their chieftains, it

occurred to De Soto, that if he could ouce got Capafi, the cacique

<»f Apalachee, in his power, his subjects would cease from their

.^tratagem.s and attacks. It was a long time,- liowevcr, before he

could get upon the traces of the caci(pio, or di.scover where he

lia*! concealed himself, for he did not take the field with his war-

riors like the other chieftains. In fact, Capafi. though redoubt-

able from his sovereign power, was so enormously fat and un-

’AK'ldy. tliat he could not walk, nor even .stand. lie went about

in lii.s tlwelling on his hand.s and knees, and, on moving from
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place to place, was borne in a litter on the shoulders of liLs

subjects. 9
At length De Soto received intelligence that the cacique had

posted himself in the midst of a dense and extensive forest,

about eight leagues from the camp, surrounded by tangled thick-

ets and treacherous mora.sses, so as to be almost inaccessible.

It was, moreover, fortified in their strongest manner, and garri

soned by the choicest xVpalachian warriors, so as to be deemed

by them perfectly impregnable.

As an enterprise against this stronghold was one of peculiar

peril. Do Soto, with his accustomed intrepidity, took it upon him-

self, and, at the head of a body of horse and foot, made his way

in tlirec days, with great difiiculty, to the Indian citadel, the

con.siructioii of which deserves p>articular mention.

In the heart of this close and impervious forest, a piece of

ground was cleared and fortified for the residence of the cacique

and his warriors. The only entrance or outlet was by a narrow

path, cut through the forest. At every hundred paces this path

v>'as barricaded by palisades and trunks of trees, at each of which

was posted a guard of the bravest warriors. * Thus the fat

cacique wa.s ensconced in the midst of the forest, like a spider in

the mi'lst of his web, and his devoted subjects were ready to <le-

fend him to the last gasp.

Wlicn the goveruor arrived at the entrance of the perilous

defile, he. found the enemy well prepared for its defence. Tlic

Spaniards pressed forward, but the path was so narrow that the

two foremost only could engage in the combat. They gained

tlie fir.st and .second palisade at the point of the sword. Here it

was necessary to cut the osiers and other bands with which the

Indians had fastened the beams. While tlius occupied, they
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were exposed to a galling fire, and received many wounds. Not-

withstanding all these obstacles, they gained one palisade after

the other, until, by hard fighting, Lliey arrived at the place of

refuge of the cacique.

Here was the hottest of the battle. The Indians, driven to

de.-peration by the imminent peril of their cacique, thew thciii-

selve.s upon the swords and spears of the Spaniards. The latter

were animated by the sight of their wished-for prey, and by the

e.xainplc and voice of De Soto, who not only fought as usual, in

the tliiekest of the affray, but called on his men by name, and

cheered them on to action.

The conflict lasted a long time, with inany feats of prowess

on both sides. The Indians, however, for w^ant of defensive

arjiior. fought on unequal terms, and were most of them cut

down. The cacique called out to the survivors to surrender.

The latter, having done all that good soldiers could do, and

sci-ing all their warlike efforts in vain, threw themselves on their

knec=i la-fore the governor, and offered up their owm lives, but

entrcitcd him to spare the life of their cacique.

1^0 Soto was moved by their valor and their loyalty
;

receiv-

ing them with kindness, he assured them of his pardon for the

j-n.-t, and that thenceforth he would consider them as friends.

(’up.afi, not being able to walk, waas borne in the arms of his

ntteridant.s to kiss the hands of the governor, who, well pleased

lo l:ave him in his power, treated him with urbanity and

liudne.s3.*

* The Inca, F. ii. L. ii. c. 10.
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CILU>TER XXX.

SINGULAR ESCAPE OF THE CACIQUE CAFAFI.

1539.

Be Soto returned well pleased to the village of Aiihayea, flatter-

ing Iiirasclf tluit the molestation from the savages would now Ic

at an end, since he held their cacique a captive. His hoj'cs,

liowever, were vain, for the Indians, freed from the charge of

protecting their chieftain, now devoted themselves to molesting

the Christians. The general considered this a base instance of

ingratitude, seeing that he had refrained from ravaging the coun-

tr}q and he threatened Capafi to commence a war of cxtcrniin.'i-

tion against his people.

The cacique expressed much grief at their conduct, and

informed Be Soto that the most eminent of tliem were concealed

iu a thick forest, five or six leagues from tlie camp. He oflbrt i

to go there, guarded by a body of Spaniards, and per.suade them to

submit, adding, that no messages would avail, as tlicy would not

be convinced that he was not a prisoner in irons, and li.aJIy

treated. Bo Soto, accordingly, ordered a company of hor.se and

foot to escort him, charging them to watch him closely, and not

allow him to c.scape. They left the village before morning, and

directing their march in a southerly direction, reached the forest

about sunset.
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15S CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Here the cacique sent some Indians of liis train to his war

riors, who were concealed in the forest, with orders for them to

ussemhlc before him on the following morning. Trusting tliat

the order of Capafi would he punctually obeyed, the Spaniards

betook themselves to rest for the night, having first placed senti-

nels at the outposts, and a strong guard around the cacique

;

wlio.'^c unwieldy bulk. In fact, seemed a sufficient guarantee for his

safety. Partly through negligence, however, and partly through

weariness from three days’ journey, sentinels and all fell asleep.

Upon this, the -wily cacique, watching his opportunity, crawled

on all fours through the drowsy camp, and soon fell in with a

prowling party of his subjects, who raised him on their shoulders,

and bore him ofi’ to the forest.

AVhen morning came, and the Spaniards awoke from sleep,

the cacique was not to be seen. They beat up the surrounding

forest, but without success. Each one wmndered, and questioned

the oilier, how so unwieldy a man had escaped without being seen

or heard. The sentinels all swore that they had been exceedingly

vigilant on their parts
;

it was unanimously agreed, therefore,

that the Indians must have conjured up some demon to carry

him off through the air. They set ofi' on their return, deeply

mortified
;

followed by the Indians at a distance, taunting

and jeering them, but offering no other molestation. They

arrived in the camp much crest-fallen, and invented a thousand

fables to account to the governor and his officers for the escape

of the prisoner. They all certified that they had witnessed

strange sights that night, and insisted that the caciipie could

not have escaped unless ho had been spirited away by devils, so

i:iiwiohl3’ was his bulk, and so vigilant had been their watch-

fulness.
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The governor, though aware tliat they had neglected their

duty, knew there was no remedy, and pretended to be convinced

of the truth of Avhat they had represented. He increased their

satisfaction by saying that the Indians were such notorious

necromancers, that they might have performed even more won-

derful feats than conjuring off a fat cacique.
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CHAPTER XXXI.

CONTINI'ATION OF THE EXPEDITION OF JUAN DE ANASCO AND IIIS

THIRTY LANCES, AND WHAT FURTHEPc BEFELL THE.M.

1539.

We must now return to tlie thirty cavaliers whom xve left pre-

paring to cross the rwer Ocali. Those employed in felling the

timber, in a short time finished the raft; for they were provided

for such emergencies with hatchets and cords
;
they fastened two

large ropes to it under the water, by which it was to be drawn,

backwards and forwards, from bank to bank.

Two good swimmers carried one of the ropes to the opposite

shore. They liad but just accomplished this, when the Indians

of Ocali rushed down to the river to assail them. The eleven

cavaliers who had crossed to the opposite bank, closed with

them, killed some and put the rest to flight, and remained mas-

ters of the field, excepting that flights of arrows were discharged

at them from a distance.

The combat ceased, they called out lustily for their cloaks to

bo sent over on the first raft, as a north wind had risen, and

being dripping wet, with no other covering but shirts and coats

of mail, thev were suffering from the cold.

The rafts made several voyages to and fro, before all the bag-

gage, and such of the Spaniards as could not swim, were ferried
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PASSAGE OF THE RIVER. 16»

across. As fast as they landed they hastened to join their com-

rades, who were keeping the thickening host of savages at hay

;

two only remained to unload the raft.

The four horsemen wlio had been posted as a rearguard, to

}»rotcct the men as they embarked, had succeeded in covering

them from assault. Tvro of them, Hernando xVthanasio and Gon-

zalo Silvestre, remained for the last crossing of the raft
;

which,

as there would be no one left to keep back the savages, would be

tlic most perilous. "When the raft was laden and ready for the

traverse, Athanasio sprang upon it, leading his horse into the

water to swim alongside. Silvestre then charged upon the sav-

ages, drove tlnmi to a distance from the shore, returned at full

rpeed, leaped from his horse, urged him into the water, cast loose

‘.!u! fastening of the raft, and, springing upon it, gave signal for

?t to be hauled over to the opposite bank.

All this was accomplished with such promptness and activity,

*hat they were already half way across the river, and out of dan-

ger, before the Indians could reach the shore.

In all this crossing, the horses performed their part to admi-

ration. They required no spur nor scourge, and scarce any

li-ading; they never flinched nor hesitated, but seemed to com-

]
re]:riid their real danger—that an enemy was hovering near,

and th.at their safety depended upon their docility and perfect

olx'diencc.

It was two o’clock in the afternoon w'hen.all had crossed tljc

liver, mntlier man nor horse having received a wound. They

made for the village, whcFe they purposed resting, as Juan Lopez

I aelio had been so long in the water that he was coinjdetely

viji!!. d, and appeared like a statue, without tlic power of moving

hand or foot.
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The Indians opposed their approach to the village until their

'wives and cliildren had time to fly to the woods, when they also

ahaTidoncd the place. The Spaniards entered and halted in the

middle of the public square, fearing to quarter in the dwellings,

lest, being sc])aratcd, the Indians might surround and make

tlioii) prisoners.

'rhoy built four huge fires in the square, near which they laid

poor Juan Lopez and covered him with the cloaks of his com-

rades. One of his friends gave him a dry shirt '^vhich he chanced

to have with him, at this time a most acceptable gift.

They remained in the village the rest of the day, in a state of

anxiety. The situation of Juan Lopez rendered it impossible fer

him to travel this night, yet they feared the delay might give tlio

natives time to spread the alarm and barricade the road. They

resolved; however, come what might, they would place the hcallh

of their companion before any other consideration. Accordingly,

they tethered one half the horses, and fed them with maize, while

the remainder walked the rounds. Some occupied themselves in

drying tlieir saddles and the clothes -udiich had been soaked in

the water, and others in replenishing the saddlebags w'ith mai/.o

;

for, notwithstanding there was an abundance of dried grapes and

plums, and various other fruits, they took nothing but Indian

corn, which answered as food both for themselves and horses.

As night closed in, mounted sentinels patrolled round the

village and its vicinity. About the mid watch, two of them,

while going the rounds, heard a low murmuring noise, as of men

approaching. One started off to put his comrades on their guard,

while the other remained to reconnoitre. In the brightnc.ss of

tlie starlight ho descried a large and obscure mass of savages

imA'ing towards the village, and hastened to give the alarm. The
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FATE OF PEDRO DE ATIENZA. 163

Spaniards, finding that Juan Lopez v;as somewhat recovered,

threw several cloaks over him, and mounted him and fastened

him in the saddle, while one of his comrades led his horse by

the reins. In this manner they left the village in deep silence^

before the enemy arrived, and so expeditiously did they travel,

that at daybreak they were six leagues from Ocali.

With the same expedition they hurried through the populous

country, that tjie rumor of their approach might not precede

them
;
killing all the Indians they encountered near the road,

le.'t they should give the alarm. Through the uninhabited tracts

they .slackened their pace, that the horses might re.st and breathe,

to be ready to run when it should bo necessary. Thus passed

tliis day, which was the sixth of their wayfaring, having journeyed

almost twenty leagues, a part of the distance through the province

of Acuera, a country peopled by very warlike savages.

The seventh day Pedro de Atienza complained of being sud-

denly ill. They made light of his complaint, and, not to lose

time on the road, urged him forward. He continued from time

to time to complain, but without being attended to, until having

ridden for several hours, he fell dead beside his horse. His com-

rades were shocked at his sudden fate, and at their own want ot

s;, mpathy in his sufferings. No time was to be lost, however, in

ceremoniaLs. They silently dug a grave with their hatchets,

buried him by the wayside, and then rode on, ruminating on tlie

loss of a brave soldier and a well-tried comrade.

That night they encamped on the border of the great morass,

after travelling twenty leagues. It was bitter cold, in consequence

of a keen north wind, and they wore compelled to build huge

fires at the risk of warning the Indians. Twontv of the.se would

have been suflicient to dispute this pass, and massacre every one
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of tlieni, as they would possess a great advantage in their canoes,

while llie Spaniards could not avail themselves of their horses,

neither had they archers nor cross-bows to dislodge the enemy.

I’hu.s troubled and anxious, one-third of their number kept watch

at a time, while the others slept, to gain strength for the fatigues

of the coming day.
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CIIArTER XXXII.

PASSAGE OF THE GREAT MORASS THE TROOPERS SUFFER FRO.M

EXTREME COLD THE VEXATION OF GOMEZ ARIAS.

1539.

Tin: Spaniards had slept but a few hours when they were awa-

hcuod by the sufferings of Juan De Soto, who had been companion

of Pedro Atleiiza, and who died almost as suddenly as his com-

rade, being overcome by excessive fatigue.

Some of the troop fled from the neighborhood of the corpse,

crying that the plague had broken out among them and caused

these sudden deaths. The old soldier, Gomez Yarias, was vexed

at their panic and their clamor. Plague enough have you,”

said ho, •• in your journey, from which you cannot fly, do what

you may. If you fly from us, whither will you go? You are

not on the river banks of Seville, nor in its olive groves.”

Upon this, the fugitives returned and joined in the prayers for

the dead, but would not aid in interring the body, insisting that

he had died of the dreaded pestilence.

Y hen the day dawned, they prej^ared to pass the morass.

Pight of the Spaniards, who could not swim, made for the bridge

over the deepest part of the morass, and having replaced its rail-

ing, carried over the saddles of the horses and the clothes of their
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163 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

companions. The remainder, perfectly naked, vaulted upon their

hor.scs, and endeavored to force them into the water
;
but it was

so cold tliat they shrank back. They then attached ropes to the

lialters, and four or five of tliem swam to the middle of the cur-

rent to drag the horses after them, while others struck them

behind with long poles. The horses, however, planted their feet

firmly in the ground, and could not be moved.

Two or three were at length urged into the stream a short

distance, but when tliey came to the deep water, the cold was so

great that they turned back, dragging the swimmers after them.

For more than three hours they thus labored in vain. At length

they succeeded in forcing two horses over, one of which belonged

to the leader Juan de Anasco, the other to Gonzalo de Silvestre..

Fotli of these cavaliers, being of the number of those who could

not swim, had already pas.sed by the bridge. As soon as their

horses were brought over, they saddled and mounted them, to be

ready for action .should any enemy approach.

Notwithstanding two horses had thus bed tlic way, none other

could be prevailed upon, either by coaxing or cudgelling, to fol-

low Gomez Arias, the liard\' and weather-beaten soldier, was

chief of the nineteen companions vrho, entirely naked, were labor-

ing up to their waists in water, to compel the horses to cross
;

and

Arias had toiled more than all the rest. They had now been in

tlie water for more than four hours, exposed to the keen north

wind, and so thoroughly chilled that their naked bodies were

almost black. They were wearied in flesh, and vexed in spirit

;

and seeing all their exertions useless, were almost driven to

despair.

At tliis juncture, Juan do Anasco, having saddled and

mounted his horse, as has been stated, advanced on the opposite
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side, as far as he could ford, until lie reached the edge of the

deep channel. He was enraged that no more horses had been

made to cross over
;
and, without inquiring the reason, or regard-

ing the comfortless plight of Gomez Arias and his comrades,

attributed it to a want of respect and obedience to him as

leader. In great dudgeon at tlie idea, he cried out in a loud and

choleric voice, Gomez Arias, bad luck to you ! why do you not

pass those horses over

The spleen of honest Gomez, who was a rough soldier, was

already suffieicntl}’ roused by the toils, and sulTerings, and vexa-

tions he had endured, and this speech of hi.s coinniander nettled

him to the quick. Casting a grim and surly glance at .Vnasco,

Bad luck to you cried he, *• and to the drab of a cur that

bore you. There you sit on your horse, comfortably clad and

wraj)ped up in your cloak, and never think tliat we liave Itecii

here for more than four hours in the water, half frozen with cold,

and doing all in our power. Dismount^—with a curse to you

!

and come here, and we shall see how much better you can do

than we have done.”

Juan de AHasco, though prone to be passionate, recollected

himself in his anger, and restrained his tongue. Tlie eompanion.s

of Gomez Arias told him the true state of the case : he saw tliat

ho had been wrong in speaking so abruptly to the veteran, wlmse

rough reply was incited by his vexatious situation, rather than by

any personal disrespect.

Jnan de Anasco often drew upon himself like rebulls in this and

otlier expeditions, by the hastiness of his tongue and temper : for

there is nothing of which a partisan commander, in these rough

adventurous scouting parties, ougid to be more ob.servant. than t<)

treat his comrades with kindness and civility. When any toils
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and hardships are to bo encoimlered, he should excite them by

words
;
and when it becomes necessary to use the latter, they

should be kind and temperate, as they do not cost more than

harsh ones, and are infinitely more effectual.
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CHi\TTER XX.XIIL

TIIL'V CAPTURE SOME OF THE NATIVES PERPLEXED WITH FEAR.S

FOPv THE SAFETY OF THE GARRISON AT HIRRIIIIGUA THEIR

ARRIVAL THERE.

1539,

When the discord was appeased the Spaniards renewed their

efforts, and the noontide sun having somewhat tempered tlie

coldness of the water, the horses were slowly forced across, so

that by three in the afternoon all had passed over.

They were, indeed, in a wretched plight, drenched with water,

worn out with excessive toil, benumbed with cold, exhausted

with hunger
;
and, what was worse, had but scanty provisions

wherewith to recruit their strength and spirits. They uttered

no comjtlaint or repinings, however, but rejoiced to have crossed

tlii.s much dreaded pass, and that no enemy had opposed them
;

for, had but fifty of the savages hemmed them in, where would

have been these brave cavaliers ? The nesrlect of the Indians inO
attacking them was, most probably, owing to the distance of the

mora.ss from any hamlet or village, and it was now the winter

season, during which time the natives, as they went naked, seldom

left their houses.

The Spaniards agreed to pass this night in an extensive
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.110

plain, near the morass, for they and their horses were so much

fatigued that they could not travel a step. They made large

fires, therefore, to warm themselves, and found consolation in the

reflection, that from this place to Ilirrihigua, whither they were

journeying, they would encounter no difficult passes.

When night came they slept with the same precautions as

before, and resumed their march before daybreak. In this way

they travelled two days without meeting any thing worthy of

note. The horses of the two companions who had died went

free, saddled and bridled, sometimes following the others, some-

times taking the lead, and keeping as regularly to the route as if

they had riders to guide them. The night of the tenth day of

their journey was passed within three leagues of the village of

Mucozo.

A little past midnight they were again in the saddle. They

liad not gone far before Pedro Moron, the half-blood, so noted

for the quickness of his scent, suddenly cried out, •• Take heed !

1 smell fire at no great distance.” They looked about them, but

could sec nothing of the kind, nor could they perceive the smeir

of fire.

After proceeding about a league further, Moron again came

to a halt. I am certain,” said he, that there is a fire some-

where, close at hand.” They now proceeded warily, keeping a

sharp look-out, and after a little while discovered a fire in a for-

est hard by. Drawing silently near, they perceived a number of

Indians, with their wives and children, seated around it, cooking

and eating fish. Though they supposed them to be subjects to

tlic friendly cacique Mucozo, they resolved to capture as many

as they could, and ascertain whether this chieftain continued at

]>eaco with Pedro Calderon. In case he did not, they would bo
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CAPTURE OF INDTAXS. ni

a tie to retain them prisoners of war and send them as slaves to

Havana. They accordingly dashed forward to surround them.

The savages started up on hearing the sudden tramp of the

horses, and made for the woods. Many eluded pursuit in tlie

darkness of the night, and many escaped in the thickets. Tlioy

took prisoners about twenty persons, women and children
;
who

continually called out the name of Ortiz, desiring to remind

the Spaniards of the past kindness of their cacique. Hut these

availed nothing
;
they were detained prisoners.

The half starved Spaniards, without dismounting, made a

greedy meal on the fish, not waiting to cleanse them from the

sand with which the trampling of the Indians and the horses had

covered them.

llefreshcd by their hasty repast, they continued their journey,

keeping clear of the village of IMucozo. After travelling five

league.s, the horse of Juan Lopez Cacho gave out
;
having never

recovered from his sufferings in crossing the river Oeali. His

rider had fared better, having been restored, partly by the su'l-

den alarm in the night, and chiefly, by the natural vigor of his

age, being not more than twenty years old. Througlmut the

residue of the journey he had been as active ai» any of his eoni-

panions.

Finding it impossible to get the horse on, although within

six leagues of the end of his journey, they left him in a verdant

meadow whore there was abundance of pasturage, and hung ids

saddle and bridle in a tree, so that any Indian who should mse Ijim,

might have him with his furniture. They greatly feared, how-

ever, that as soon ns the Indians found him tlu;y wouhl kill him.

\fter travelling for nearly five leagues, they arrived within a

•enguo of tlie village of Hirrihigua. where tlioy expected to find

8
'



in I

','
.r,„» Ml. vnhM «« ‘l“

«*'«**^ “
,

Oit , •-..oJM.i.J-- «'
,„'o.U M.,ucmi 400,

t,..iM -H 0. •;-'-»'.'>I'
.

^ ,i,,,.i„*q8 -.di

„ M . ... ,..;-..;....o '•'>>' ’'’‘>^'* ‘

,

‘7£ft*rii'*'oo koM vf.M.ia

t^..i -...-.O.! Ot.)
‘ •- -.*>

... .moil)

,;,1 I.o-.o.oo,t

..!l itn.O r./« .0,1
,

^
,, „,^.i

Iu..l

.,., ,.. v,U,..u« ->•
,o« a..lod ,o.r

,U . '.V,.»..I'C -Ho BM ' t
7.1M0-** <' •.* -

. ^
•

1 V .m. i- -..ilott ..0'^ •

^ :.a .,i.1.!.k.J*.Ww Iir.l.nl
,,; ...id ovcd )i!a!»«



72 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. .

Captain Pedro CaldcroDj with forty horse and eighty foot.

They examined the ground narrowly as tliey rode along, hoping

to find .some tracks of the horses
;
for as the village was so near,

and tlic country free from wood, it seemed to them natural that

their countrymen should have ridden out as far as this, and

even further. Discovering, however, no traces of the kind, they

W( re filled with dismal forebodings, fearing that Calderon and

Ills men had been massacred by the natives, or had left the

country in the caravels. In cither case, wliat were they to do?

Isolated, as it were, surrounded by enemies, with no bark in

which to leave the country, and without the means of building

one ! To return to the governor, appeared to them impossible,

after what they had suffered in coming. As they had discussed

their forlorn situation, they unanimously agreed, that if they did

not find their companions in Hirrihigua. they would retire into

some of the secret fastnesses of the adjacent forests, where

there was abundance of grass for the horses. The superfluous

horse they would kill, and dry his flesh for food for the journey;

and when the other horses had sufficiently recruited, they would

attempt to return to the governor. Should they be killed by

the road, tliey would die like true and faithful soldiers
;

if they

arrived safe, they would have accomplished their commanders

orders

A\ ith this heroic resolve they pushed on
;

tlie further they

advanced, however, the more were they confirmed in their fears

and suspicions
;
for they discovered no trace of their comrades.

At length, they came to a small lake, which was less than half

a league from the village. Here they found fresh tracks of

horses, and near the water, marks of their countrymen having

Tnude lye and washed their clothes there.
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MEETING OF ANASCO AND CALDERON. 173

A joj^ful shout burst from the lips of every Spaniard. Tlio

horses were dragging wearily along, but the moment they scented

the traces of the others, they threw up their heads, pricked

their ears, and neighed loud and shrill, plunging and leaping

about as if just from the stable: -setting ofl’ now at a round rate,

they soon accomplished the remainder of their journey.

The sun was setting as they came in sight of the village. The

night patrol were defiling out two by two, on horseback, with

lance and shield, and shining armor. Juan de Anasco and his

followers fell into the same order, and, as if they were tilting in

the lists, they advanced at a furious gallop, rending the air witli

joyous shouts. Pedro Calderon and his men sallied out to meet

them, and received them with open arms. Instead of iitquiring,

however, after the health and welfare of the army and the gov-

ernor, and their particular friends, they anxiously demanded

whether there was any gold in the country.

Anasco, without delay, innuired of Calderon whether the na-

tives of this province, and the vassals of iMucozo, had continued

peaceable and friendly
;
and learning that they had, he direel<'d

that the prisoners recently taken should be immediately lil>*‘r-

ated, and sent home to their country loaded with pre.sent.'^. 3>y

them ho sent an invitation to Mucozo to make him a vi.^it witii

a train of attendants, to convey to their homes the sea-storcs

and other articles which, on their departure, they intende<l leav-

ing behind: at the same time he recommended to his care the

horse which had been left in his territory.

The Indians went away, delighted with this kind treatment,

and on the third day came the good Mucozo, followed by his

warriors and a train of attendants
;
two of whom led the hor.se,

while the others carried the saddle and bridle, as they knew not
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IH CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

kow to use them. Mucozo embraced A fiasco and his comrades,

inquired particularly after the governor and the army, and made

him relate the particulars of their going and coming, their bat-

tles and skirmishes, and the toils, the hunger and privations

they had suffered. After hearing the whole detail, he observed

that he would rejoice much if he could impress his spirit and

will upon the other caciques throughout the land, that all might

serve the governor and his people as they merited and he de-

sired.

Juan de Afiasco was struck with the difference between the

reception he met wdtli from this noble cacique, and that from his

own countrymen, whose first inquiry had been after gold. With

a grateful heart, he thanked him for the kindness he had shown

Calderon and his soldiers, and delivered him many kind mea-

Bages from the governor.
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CHAPTI'Il- XXXIV.

ANASCO SAILS IN QUEST OP THE BAY OF AUTE. GOMEZ AIIIAS

EMBARKS FOPw THE HAVANA; AND CALDERON FREFARES TO

MARCH TO JOIN THE ARMX'.

1530.

Juan he Anasco how set to work to discharge the duties of his

mission. He was to embark in the two brigantines, and to coast

to tlic westward until he should arrive at the Ua}’ of Aute (St.

Marks), wliich he had discovered with so much toil, as has been

already related. He brought orders, also, from the governor to

Captain Pedro Calderon, to rejoin him with his troops, by land

;

and the worthy cavalier Gomez Arias was to sail for Havana in

the caravel, to carry news to Dona Isabel de Dobadilla of tlie

events of tlie expedition. *

The whole harbor, therefore, was in a bustle. The brigan-

tines and caravel wore careened and repaired
;

the sea-store.-^,

sails, rigging ana equipments carried on board, and the crew.s

mustered and embarked. Equal stir was made for the march ly

land
;
preparing the furniture for the horses, furbishing up ar-

mor and weapons, and culling out every article neco.'^.'-’ary for

the service.

After every thing had been selected that was required cither

for sea or land, there remained an abundance of all kinds of
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176 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

articles, which tliey could not take with them; such as cassava

bread, clothing, cuirasses, helmets, bucklers, lauces, pikes, beside

sea-stores, and quantities of steel and iron, which the generous-

spirited governor had provided in such profusion for his expedi-

tion. All these superfluous articles they gave to Mucozo, in

reward of his constant friendship. The cacique found himself

suddenly overwhelmed with riches. During four days that he

remained at the harbor, and for the residue of the term that

the Spaniards sojourned there, his subjects W'cre incessantly

bus}q going to and fro like ants, bearing off these inestimable

presents to his village. Every preparation being made, the

crews being embarked, beside thirty soldiers who were distri-

buted in the brigantines and caravel, and twenty Indian -women

for Doiia Isabel,* the different commanders took leave of each

other, and of their various comrades. Juan do Anasco made

sail in the brigantines in quest of the Bay of Autc
;
Gomez

Ari.ns in the caravel for Ilavana, and Pedro Calderon prepared

to inarch, as soon as he should have seen them fairly under

way.f ith this cavalier and his little army w"e shall keep for

the present, hoping to meet with the stout Juan de Afiasco at

some future day. * .

.

* Porhiguese Narrative, c. 12,

I Garcilaso de la Vega, P, ii L. ii. c. 27.
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CHAPTER XXXV.

tRCAVI'T? UP CX THE GARRISON AT IIIRRIIIIGUA PEDRO CALDERON

:iTS OUT TO REJOIN THE GOVERNOR DESPERATE CONFLICT

'VlTil THE NATIVES IN CROSSING THE GREAT SWAMP.

1539.

No sooner had Ana.sco and xVrias set sail, tliaii Calderon, with a

force of seventy liorse and fifty foot, sallied out of ITirrihigua,

leaving the gardens and the fields they had planted in full and

fresh vegetation. They reached the village of the kind Mucozo

on the evening of the second day. He came out to welcome

them, hospitably quartered them for that night, and the next day

escorted them to the frontier of his dominions, where he tool:

leave of them with many expressions of regret.

Pedro Calderon continued his march until evening, when he

encamped in a plain skirted by a forest. The night darkened

apace, when of a sudden a party of savages rushed into the camp :

the Spaniards attacked them, sword in hand, and dispersed and

jtursued them to the entrance of the woods. No sooner, however,

had they returned to the camp than the savages were on their

track, and in this manner annoyed them all the niglit long.

Paring these skirmishes, one of the horsemen pursued an In-

dian
;
who, hotly pressed, turned suddenly round with an arrow
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178 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

fixed in lii.s bow, and drew at the same moment that the horse-

man tlirow his lance. The savage fell dead, but not unrevcnged;

for his arrow piereed the horse’s breast and brought him down

upon the spot, so that Indian, Christian, and horse rolled together

uj»on tlic ground.

This Indian mu.st have been one of their chief warriors
;

for,

upon his fall, tiuty all immediately fled into the forest, and were

not again seen.

Tlie horse thus slain, was the famous steed of Gonzalo Silves*

tre. The Spaniards, astonished that this powerful animal should

have died so suddenly, merely by the wound of an arrow, opened

his body, and found that the dart had penetrated his breast, and

}
a.*;.scd through his heart to the very entrails—so powerful and

adroit were the natives of Florida in the use of the bow.

The next evening the Spaniards slept on the margin of the

grand morass, and the following morning traversed it without

(•]>position. They pushed on with forced marches, the horsemen

dismounting by turns, and relieving the foot-soldiers. Thus

they travelled for several days, without a single brush with the

natives finding refreshment and food in the villages. These

were all abandoned, and the whole country was as silent as if

uniuhabited, until they arrived at the warlike province of Apa-

lachee.

Having encamped- for a night upon the skirts of the thick

fore.st bordering the morass, they entered on the following morn-

ing the narrow defile, half a league in length, through the close

woods, and reaching the water, the ~^3ot-soldiers passed over the

Indian bridge of logs, while the horse swam the deepest part of

the channel. Calderon, finding that they had passed over the

deepest and most perilous part of the morass, wished to hasten
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BATTLE IN THE WATER. no

over the residue. He therefore ordered ten horsemen to take

behind them five arquebusiers, and five cross-bovnnenj and seize

upon the narrow pass through the forest whicli was on the oppo-

site bank. They set off at full speed through the water, when

shrill cries and yel^s arose from different quarters, and Indian.s

rushed forth from behind bushes, brakes, and the trunks of huge

trees, and discharged showers of arrows at them.

In the very first discharge, the horse of Alvaro Fernandez,

a Portuguese, was killed, and five others were wounded. The

horses, panic-struck with the sudden attack and clamor, turned

and fled
;
their masters could not restrain them. Plunging and

rearing in the water, which was up to their breasts, they threw

off the foot-soldiers, who were all wounded, as the wheeling of the

horse exposed their shoulders to the fire of the enemy. The In-

dians, perceiving their fall, rushed forward to dispatch them,

giving their war-whoop and shout of victory.

The suddenness of the attack, the overthrow of the ten

ft/ohers, the flight of the horses, the thronging of hordes of sav-

ag<!S to the combat, produced a scene of wild confusion. The

Spaniards were bewildered, and as the battle was in the water,

and the horse could render them no assistance, they were greatly

alarmed for the result of the conflict.

. Tlie Indians, on the contrary, encouraged by the success of

their first efforts, attacked the fallen archers with greater fury.

The nearest Spaniards rushed across the bridge to their rc.scuc.

On their left advanced a formidable band of savages: about

twenty paces before them stalked an Indian, perfectly naked,

fearless and bold in his bearing, with a largo plume of feather.^

upon his head. Ills object evidently was to gain the shelter of a

huge tree, w’bich lay between him and the Spaniard.s, from

8 ^
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behind which he might annoy them, and even prevent their pass

ing. Gonzalo Silvestre, who happened to be near the tree, per-

ceived his intention, and shouted out to Anton Galvon. .Galvon

was one of those who had been dismounted and wounded, but,

like a true soldier, he had kept hold of his cross-bow. He fol-

lowed behind Silvestre, -who shielded him with a quilted gar-

ment, which he had found floating in the w'ater
;
advising liirn to

blioot at non* but the leading Indian, who was evidently the

cliief. In tiiis manner they gained the tree, but the movement

did not escape the observation of the savage
;
he bent his bow,

and in the twinkling of an eye sped three arrows. They were

sent with unerring aim, but Silvestre received them uj»on the

garment whicli he used as a shield, which, being wet, proved an

cfleetual defence.

Anton G^ilvon, wlio had reserved his fire until the Tiidiin

hhould draw near, now fixed a bolt in his cross-bow, and sen"

wiili suc'h good aim, that it pierced the savage through the

bro.a,>t ; the latter staggered a few paces, crying out to his folbw^

tr.s. *• These traitors have slain me.” They rushed up to his aid.

received him in their arms with dismal murmurs, and j^assing

him from one to the otlicr, conveyed him from the field of

battle

TiiC combat was not less cruel and bloody in other parts of

llic morass. A large body of the Indians advanced on the right.

A valiant soldier, Andres de Mcneses, with ten or twelve others,

stood to receive them
;
Andres received four arrows in his

thighs and fell into the water
;
luckily his large shield covered

him, and the enemy, leaving him, fired upon his companions, five

of whom were grievously wounded.

The Ind ians, elated by their successes, considered the victory



/.auTOJ’i 70 r&vn>YM 0«1

”V’> r»--VO -.tfl/. 100 b»4«ods,1.0« uooiio.***.' eiJ

„avi-;.:>. •0‘-
•

,„.a oiJ-.v oaO'l! lo :mo tr.n

- - •."-•*1

b.»I:0r
.

; ^
Iw.'

fll mia 5«"’‘‘'‘’‘’
‘

,„|, J^,l ,„(„I Jt J.x.J*

'"'T'Tiri k'-.-'ov.. ..!.
‘'’:

"
, ...:.",..U- W,o

*«i«oh»l mil 0. l-«

„.j .nori) '’•/'T;-
, ^ fc»to"'».S-*W««w l«»<-‘'*-f

->-

,

. ,„.,; .,. .i,i W’<
I,,..

..I ni Hod

^ aii,

* " •'•' •'
V..U1 0.1' .

«“«-*

"

'.‘^,’"^!\.,c1T ".mo niel«o"'‘' «o"o’‘ oral F - .««

,,i« ,r.i o' T: ->«- X'“
,. ,,i, „i ,„;,1 ir,y>y^^

i„ „(«« «dl ..'id ,„uJ

; :: :.r::::-r:;io-..-';-

X -'. x;r,.r . «N» baVC.O-il
^,;| ».J5iJ»

., , y,o, W«ii!& as-icl *>id Xl'dool ;•:>..«»
niid

,, .„.-.ntnqrtOO 'id oo^" '"'2 '^.
,„„.l» 1«

,

„,y>i . odl bKobi.aoo ^-*eoo->,u il-all \d



A CRITICAL JUNCTURE. 181

is already tlicirs. The Spaniards were evidently losing ground

Tor only fifty of their number could be brought into the engage-

ment, and the horse could neither render assistance, nor molest

tlie enemy. They fought, however, desperately, for, with them,

it was either victory or death. At this critical moment, the

news spread among the Indians that their chief was mortally

wounded. It gave an immediate check to their ardor, and they

began slowly to retreat, though keeping up a constant discharge

of arrows.

The Spaniards, perceiving these signs of faltering among

their adversaries, now rallied, charged upon them, and drove

them out of the morass, pursued them to the narrow defile of

the forest, and took possession of the cleared field in which Pe

Soto had formerly encamped.

This the savages had strongly fortified, but had abandoned it

to go to the assistance of their chief. Here the Spaniards halted

for the night, as the place was strong, and only accessible

through the narrow defile. Scarcely a man among them es-

caped without a wound
;

and the least injured bound up and

dre.sscd the wounds pf their comrades. Not an eye w.as elo.sed

this night, every man maintained an anxious vigil, and the

savages who hovered around them kept up a dread and <lisinal

liowling until break of day.

The lucky shot of Anton Galvon was the salvation of the

Spaniards this day
;
for the proud Indian who was laid low by

his 1 olt, proved to bo the chief, whoso fall changed the tide uf

battle in their favor. But for this, every one of them would

probably have been massacred.

When morning came, they resumed their march, driving the

enemy before them through the defile of the forest. At length
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they issued into the open woods, where the enemy availed them

selves of the same barriers and palisades which had stood there

when De Soto passed. Erom behind these they would sally out,

di.-charge a shower of arrow^s, and then retreat—wounding in

this way above tw’cnty Spaniards. Every inch of ground wws

di<l'uted, until, at the end of two leagues, they came to an open

pi tin, Avhere the enemy left them through fear of the cavalry.

They now marched on for five leagues, and halted in an open

country, (hat the wounded might have some repose; but as soon

as night set in, the Indians again beset the camp with yells

and bowlings, and bitter, taunting speeches. The little army of

Spaniards was worn out by repeated assaults
;

the horsemen

would .sj)ring into their saddles and pursue the enemy helter-

.‘kelter. The Indians would launch their arrows and then fly in

every direction
;

but only to repeat the same annoyances the

moment the troopers returned to the camp.
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CHAPTER XXXYI.

FIERCE STRUGGLE WITH THE NATIVES AT THE PASSAGE OF A

STREAM ARRIVAL AT THE VILLAGE OF APALACHEE.

1539.

With the day, the Spaniards continued their niarcli, and cainc

to a forest skirting a deep stream, which the Indians had ob-

structed with palisades, and strong barriers placed here and

there. Some of the Spaniards, having formerly passed tlirongh

this, were enabled to counsel the mode of attack. It was ordeiod

that those on horses should dismount, being better armed than

the rest, and that thirty of them, with shields, swords, and

hatchets, should go in the vanguard to destro}^ the barricadc.s.

Those lightly armed were to mount the horses, as they were ut

no use in this pass, and to go with the baggage and serving-

men in the centre. The other twent\-, who were well armed,

were to form a rear-guard. In this order they entered the forest.

The Indians, seeing that the Spaniards were few in number,

and could not use their horses, charged with great impetuosity,

confident of an easy conquest. The Spaniards forced their way

to tlic palisades, where the battle became obstinate, the one

struggling to cut a road, and the others to defend it. V» Idle

some of the soldiers kept tlie enemy at bay with their swords,

others hacked v»dth tlieir hatchets at the fastenings of wild vines
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b}' ^Yhich the barriers were fastened as with cords. In this way

they demolished them one by one, but at the expense of many

grievous wounds. Alvaro Fernandez, the Portuguese, also lost

another horse, which was transfixed with arrows.

At length the Spaniards fought their way across this peril-

ous |)ass, and then travelled witli less trouble over the plains,

where the enemy avoided them, through fear of the horses. But

whenever there were any woods near the road, the Indians were

sure to be in ambush, whence they w’ould make their attacks,

shouting, and repeating frequently these words, Where arc you

going, robbers? we have already killed your chief and all his

warriors.”

In this manner these one hundred and fifty* Spaniards,

skirmishing and battling all day, arrived at sunset in Apalachee.

They had to travel slowlyq on account of the many w*ho were

wounded, ten or twelve of whom afterwards died
;

one of these

was Andres de Meueses, a valiant soldier.

As they drew nigh the village, they became exceedingly

^aiixiuus, fur they descried neither man nor horse, nor any sign

of lif\ They felt sure that the yells of the savages must have

reached the village, and as their comrades came not out tc their

a.-ilstanee, they dreaded lest the boasts of the natives, that

lluy liad dispatched De Soto and all his army, should prove

true.

They wound slowly* into the village, but their anxiety was

soon relieved by the sight of the governor, who received them

like an affectionate father. They were hailed, too. by their com-

rade.s, with shouts of joy, as men risen from the dead
;
for the

I no Ians, to grieve and alarm De Soto, had assured him that

they w*ore all slain by the road—a fate he thought too probable.
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CALDERON AT APALACHEE. 185

when he considered that this little hand of a hundred and twenty

men had to cut t-heir way through a wilderness in arms, whicli

he, with a force of eight hundred men, had found such difficulty

in passing. •

Among the first to greet Pedro Calderon on his arrival at

Apalachee, was Juan do Afiasco. This cavalier had made his

voyage in the two brigantines, without any adverse accident, and

arrived safely in the Bay of Ante on the 29th of December.’*

The governor had calculated the probable time it would take for

Anasco to make his journey and his voyage, and had taken j)re-

cautions accordingly. For twelve days before his arrival, com-

panies of horse and foot marched and countermarched bet ween

tlie camp and the bay, so that while one body was advancing

towards the fort, the other was returning. In this w'a}’ they kept

the road clear of the enemy, and, when at the bay, placed their

standards in the highest trees, that they might be readily

descried from the sea.

Juan dc Anasco saw’ them, landed confidently and without

molestation, and, leaving his brigantines wxdl manned in the bay,

came up under the escort of the companies to the camp.

It was a great gratification for Atlasco and Calderon to meet

each other, and be once more united to the governor and tiielr

other brother officers and soldiers. Companionship in tolls and

dangers liad attached them strongly to each other, and the proofs

they had of each other’s fortitude and valor made them ready,

when together, to brave the greatest perils and hardship.s. Thus

happily united, a little fraternit}’ in arms, in the midst of a hostile

wilderness, this band of adventurous Spaniards passed their win

ter cheerily togtuher in the village of Apalachee,

* Portugue.se Rulatioii, c. 12.
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CHAPTl'R XXXVII.

TIIL KXrLOniXG EXPEDITION OF DIEGO MALDONADO.

1539.

A FEW clays after the arrival of Juan cle Afiaseo, the governor

called to him the hardy and trusty Diego Maldonado, and, ad*

vi.sing him to leave his own band of followers under the command

of his comrade, Juan de Guzman, ordered him to speed to the Bay

of Ante, set sail with the brigantines, and explore the coast tc

the westward, taking note of all its rivers, bays, and harbors.

Maldonado set sail as directed, and coasted along to the west

f<u seventy leagues, when he discovered a very beautiful harbor,

called Achusi.* It was landdocked and completely sheltered

from all winds, ample enough for a fleet to ride in, and its shores

so bold, that a vessel might anchor near the land.

The natives invited him on shore with many proffers of hos-

pitality. Seeing he mistrusted them, they came, without hesita-

tion, on board of tlic brigantines, and traded with the Spaniards,

bringing them whatever they demanded. This friendly intcr-

* llio present Bay of Pensacola. Vide M.ortin’s Loui.siana, VoL L p. 10.

Tli.‘ I’i.rtuj^uese nairator call.s tliis pcAt Ochu.-c, and says that Maldonado set

oet 1 V with a detachment of fifty foot-sokliors, and marched along tho

O- i-'*. until he dkcovcied the bay. We follow the Inca's account, wluch is

R 1 -pto-l hy Herrera and others.
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CAPTURE OF THE CACIQUE. 18t

course gave Maldonado opportunities to go about in his small

boats, to take soundings, and note all the advantages of the bay.

The caciqite, moved by the representations hi-s s’ubjects brought

of the brigantines, and relying on the good faith of the strangers,

in a luckless hour ventured on board. The Spaniards, having

made all the necessary observations, and being apprised of tlie

rank of one of their visitors, hastily weighed anchor
;
thus re-

quiting the hospitalitj" of the simple-hearted natives by trcach-

crou.sly bearing away their cacique prisoner. In two month.s

from the time of his departure, Maldonado was again at the

camp.

De Soto was rejoiced at the accounts given of the Bay of

Achusi. It was the kind of seaport required for his projected

empire
;
and where he might receive the reinforcements and sup-

plies from Havana, ncce.ssary to the prosecution of his grand

scheme of conquest and colonization. It was now the latter part

of February
;
he dispatched Maldonado in the brigantines to

Havana, to proclaim his success, and to return with those vessels,

the caravel of Gomez Arias, and any other shipping he could pur-

chase, well freighted with clothing, weapons and ammunition ot

all kinds. Gomez Arias was likewise to return with him. as Fe

Soto had a great opinion of his prudence and sagacity in council,

and hij hardihood, perseverance, and intrepidity in warfare.

They were to rendezvous in the bay of Achusi in the following

month of October, at which time Dc Soto proposed to meet them

Fncrc. having, in the interim, made a circuit through the interior

of ttie country, to explore the surrounding provinces.*

*
! Vrtuguesc Narrative, c. 12. Uarcilaso do la Vig:i, P. ii. L. iL c. 23.
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CIL-U’TER XnVIII.

fTIIANOE ADVENTURES THAT EEFEEL THE SPANIARDS WHILE WIN-

TERING IN APALACHEE.

1589.

The natives of Apalachee were a race large of stature, of amazing

vigor of arm and intrepidity of spirit, and seemed to delight, in

w.ar. During the whole winter they kept up alarms by day and

night, never ceasing from stratagems and assaults; but the vlgi-

laitco and promptness of the governor, and his groat skill in In-

dian warfare, foiled every attempt of consequence. They never

pretendetl to oppose any body of soldiers drawn up in squadron,

but roved in bands about the forest to surprise foraging parties,

vT lurked about among thickets to cut off any stragglers from the

camp.

If a small party repaired to the forest to cut wood, the sound

ot their axes would sometimes attract a host of foes, who, coming

uj-em them by stealth, would surround and massacre them, break

ihcch lins of the Indian prisoners who had been brought to carry

aw.ay the wood, and bear off the scalps of the slain as trophies

win rewith to decorate their bows. In this way they picked off

more than twenty soldiers, and rendered the vicinity of the village

Kf dangerous, that the Spaniards rarely ventured to any distance

unless well armed and in strong parties. One day, however,
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ENCOUNTER WITH AN INDIAN. 189

Juan de Anasco and'six other cavaliers, •while riding about the

village, chatting familiarly, extended their ride into the adjacent

Gelds. Not intending to venture far, and being in a negligent

mood, they wore no defensive armor, nor any -weapons but their

swords, excepting one of their niipaber named Estevan Pegado,

who had a helmet and lance.

Thus sauntering along, conversing, they spied in a glade of

the woods hard by, a male and female Indian, and spurred forward

to make them prisoners. The female was so terrified at sight of

the horses, that she stood like one petrified. The husband seized

her in his arms, ran with her to the woods, and thrust her among

the bushes
;
then, seeming to scorn flight, he returned to where

lie had left his bow and arrows, and seizing them up, made face

against tlie enemy.

The Spaniards were pleased with his spirit, and determined

to take him alive. Rushing upon him, therefore, before he had

time to discharge an arrow, they threw him down, and crowded

upon him to prevent his rising, while Estevan Pegado with his

lance kept him to the ground. The harder he was pressed the

more f::rious he became. He writhed and struggled under the

horses’ feet, and wounded them in the flanks and belly with

tliru.^ts of his bow. At length, with a desperate eflbrt.he .‘'praiig

on iu’.« feet, seized his bow in both hands, and dealt Estevan Pe-

gado such V. blow across tlie forehead that the blood streamed

down his face. ‘‘Plague on it,” cried Pegado, “if we treat tliLs

savage tliiis daintily, he will kill us all seven.” So saying, he

1036 in his stirrups, thrust his lance through the breast of the

Indian, and pinned him dead to tlie earth.

In this rough affray all tlie horses were more or less wounded,

ond vR-i of them afterwards died of his wounds. The cavaliers
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returned to the camp, wondering at the temerity and prowess of

the savage, and not a little ashamed to confess that one single

Indian had treated them so roughly.

At auotlier time, a party of twenty horse and fifty foot sal-

lied out on a foraging expeditign to gather maize. After collect-

ing an ample supply, they placed themselves in ambush in a

liamlet about a league from their quarters, in hopes of entrap-

ping some Indians. In the highest part of what appeared to bo

a temple, they placed a .sentry, who after some time descried an

Indian moving stealthily across the public square
;

casting

around furtive glances, as if he dreaded a concealed foe.

Tlie sentinel gave the alarm, and Diego de Soto, nephew to

the governor, one of the best soldiers in the army, and an excel-

lent horseman, spurred into the square to capture him. Diego

Velasquez, master of the horse to the governor, followed at a

di.^tance on a hand-gallop, to aid De Soto in case of need.

The Indian, seeing them approach, trusted- for. safety to that

flectness of foot for which his countrymen were remarkable.

Finding, however, that the horse gained upon him, he took refuge

under a tree, as the natives were accustomed to do, when they

had no lances to defend them from the horses. Here, fixing an

arrow in his bow, he awaited the approach of the enemy. Diego

dc Soto came galloping up to the tree, but. not being able to ride

under it, wheeled close alongside and made a thrust with his

lance over his left arm at the Indian as he dashed by. The lat-

ter evaded the blow, and, drawing his arrow to the head, let tly

at the moment that the horse was abreast of bi n. The shaft

buried itself just between the girth and the stirrup leather: the

hur.se went stumbling forward fifteen or twenty faces, and fell

de.ad without further motion.
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Diego Velasquez spurred up to the relief of his comrade, and,

brushing by the tree, made a lunge with his lance in the same

imviiner. His luck was the same ;—the Indian dodged the lance,

shot another arrow just behind the stirrup-leather, and sent the

horse tumblin-g forward to take his place beside his companion.

The two cavaliers sprang upon their feet, and rushed upon the

Indian lance in hand. The savage, however, contented himself

with his good fortune, and made off for the woods, just keeping

an even pace ahead of them, scoffing and making grimaces, and

crying out, ‘-Let us all fight on foot, and we shall then see who

is the best.” With this taunt he took refuge among the thickets,

leaving the cavaliers to mourn over the loss of their steeds.

Some few days after the misfortune of these two horsemen,

Simon Kodriguez and Ftoque dc Yelves set out on horseback to

gather fruit in the woods skirting the village. Not satl.-'fied with

plucking it from the lower branches, seated in their saddles,

they climbed the tree to gather it from the topmost bouglis, fancy-

ing it of better flavor. While thus busied, Iloquc dc Yelves

gave the alarm of Indians at hand, and throwing himself from

the tree, ran to recover his horse; but an arrow, with a barb of

flint, entered between his shoulders and came out of his breu'-t
;

ho stumbled forward and lay stretched upon the ground. Uodri-

guez was too much terrified to descend. They shot at him like

a wild beast, and he fell dead, pierced by throe arrows. Scarce

had he touched the ground when they scalped him and bore oil

the trophy in triumph. The arrival of some Spaniards to the

rescue saved the scalp of poor Iloquc de Yelves. He rtlaied

ill a few words the event, and, making confession, immediately

expired. The horses c: the slain Spaniards fled towards the

camp, at the tumult and attack of the Indians. I pon the thigh
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of ono of tlicin was perceived a drop of blood. lie was taken

to a farrier, who, seeing that the wound was no greater than that

of a lancet, said tliat there was nothing to cure. On the morn-

ing of the ensuing day the horse died. The Spaniards, suspect-

ing that he Iiad been struck by an arrow, opened the body at the

wound, and, following the trace of it, found an arrow -which had

j>as.«ed through the thigh and the entrails and lodged in the hol-

low of the breast. They were perfectly amazed at the result of

tlie examination, for an arquebuse could scarce have sent a ball

so far.
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CILVPTFJl- XXXIX.

T1DL\GS OF A GOLD REGION THE SPANIARDS BREAK UP THEIV.

WINTER CANTONMENT A FATAL ENCOUNTER.

1640,

The governor remained five months in winter quarters; and

such was the fertility of the province of Apalachee, and the

quantity of beans, pumphkis, maize and various other kinds of

grain, pulse and vegetables, besides a variety of fruits, that tliere

^was no need of foraging more than a league and a half round

the village to find food in abundance, though the force consisted

of fifteen hundred persons, including Indians, and above throe

hundred horses.

During this time De Soto endeavored to collect information

re.=:pecting the country in the interior, that he might regulate his

inarch in the sjiring. In the course of the winter two Indian

lads of about sixteen years of age were brought to him, who were

natives of distant provinces, and had travelled witli Indian

traders. They offered to guide him to those provinces
;

*uud

one in particular spoke of a remote province towards the east,

called Cofachiqiii, governed by a female cacique, who.«?e town wa.s

of great size, and who received tribute from all her neighbors.

The Spaniards sliowed him jewels of gold, pieces of silver, and
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*

rings set with pearls and precious stones
;
and endeavored to

ascertain if any of those articles were to he found in Cofachiqui.

lie gave them no doubt a vague and blundering reply, which

they interpreted according to their washes. They understood

him that the chief traffic in that province w^as in those 3’ellov.^

and wdiite metals,* and that pearls were to be found there in

abundance. It was determined, therefore, to march in search of

Cofachiqui.

According]^', in the month of March (1510) Hernando de

t?oto broke up liis winter cantonment, and proceeded to tlie

northeast. Being apprised that they must travel many leagues

through an unpeopled wilderness, the governor ordered his men

to provide themselves wdth provision.s. The Indians the}' had

captured and made servants, being exposed naked, and in irons,

during the severe cold weather, had nearly all perished, so that

each soldier was obliged to carry his supply on his back. After

a toilsome march, they arrived on the evening of the third day

at 'a .«mall village called Capachiqui.f It was situated on high

ground on a kind of peninsula, being nearly surrounded by a

miry marsh, more than a hundred paces broad, traversed in

various directions by wooden bridges. The village commanded

an extensive view over a beautiful valley, sprinkled with small

hamlets. Here the troops remained for throe days.

About noon of the second day, five halberdiers of the general’s

guard sallied from the village, accompanied by two other soldiers,

Francisco de Aguilar and Andres Moreno. The latter was a

* The Portuguese narnitor as.scrt.s, that .tlie lad described the manner in

whicli the gold was digged, melted, and refined, with such accuracy, that

tliO'*e wlio were experienced in mining declared he must have w itnessed the

prKfss.

t Portuguese Narrative, c. lf>.
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gay, good humored fellov.'. and from frequently using the cxcla

matiou Angels ! was nicknamed Angel Moreno. These boon

companions sallied forth, without orders from their superiors,

and in a heedless manner, merely to amuse themselves, and take

a look at the neighboring hamlets. The five guards were armed

with their halberts, Aguilar with his sword and shield, ’MnreiKj

with a sword and lance. They crossed the bog, and a strip of

thickets about twenty paces wide, beyond which was an open

country with corn-fields.

Scarce had they advanced two hundred paces, when the ever-

watchful Indians sprang out from their lurking places. The

startling cries and shouts of both parties roused the soldier.^,

who were reposing quietly in the village. They took not time to

cross by the bridges, but dashed across the swamp, where tlie

water was up to their breasts, and rushed to the re.seue. It was

too late
;
the Indians had disappeared

;
and the five halberdier.s

lay lifeless upon the ground, each pierced with ten or twelve

arrows. Moreno was yet alive, but transfixed with an arruw,

barbed with flint, and the moment it was extracted from hi.s

breast he expired. Aguilar, who was a hardy soldier, more

robust than his com])anioiis, had defended himself stoutly : he

was alive, though badly wounded, and sadly battered al»ou( tlo*

head. The Indians, having exhausted all their ariatws, had

closed with him, and belabored him with their bows. With .such

might did they wdeld them, that Aguilar’s shield was shivc'red in

pieces, and his skull laid bare.

As they bore him back to the encampment they in<[uired a.H

to the numbers of the enemy, and he declared there were more

than fifty, which ho said was the reason why his party had been

suddenly defeated. One day, being nearly recovered froJu

0
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his wounds. Ills comrades began to jeer in a rough soldier-like

style, asking him whether he had counted the blows he had

received, and if they had hurt much. “ I counted not the

number of the blows,” replied Aguilar somewliat crustily, “ but

you will, one day or other, receive the like, and then you will

learn whether they hurt or not.” Being further bantered on the

subject, he broke forth in testimony of the valor and generosity

of the Indian warrior.s. “You must know,” said he, “ that a

band of more than fifty savages sprang out of the thickets to

attack us
;
the moment, however, they saw' that w'e vrere but seven,

and without our horses, seven warriors stepped forth, and the

rest retired to some distance. They began the attack, and as

we had neither arquebuse nor cross-bowq w*e were entirely at their

mercy. Being more agile and fleet of foot than our men, they

leaped around us like so many devils, with horrid laughter,

shooting us down like wild beasts, without our being able to

close witli them. My poor comrades fell one after the other,

and the savages seeing me alone, all seven rushed upon me, and

with their bows battered me as you witnessed. I concealed all

this l»ofore, through a sense of shame : but so it really happeiu'd,

and nmy it serve as a warning to you all, never to disobey orders

and .«;ally forth in like careless manner.”

The story of honest Aguilar had probably received from him

a romantic coloring
;

yet, such instances of magnanimity, or

rather bravado, arc said to have been common among the war-

riors of Apalachee. They had great confidence in their ow*n

courage, strength, and dexterity, considering themselves equal,

if not superior, to the Spaniards, when equally armed, and when

the latter were not mounted on their horses : at such times they

would often disdain to avail tliemselv'es of superior numbers.



K'A
'

.'i

if>'

W »rf •ilJ «*0t0UO3 Iwil ea''1‘>ai9itw mii 3<i‘^m ,^t»»

t«U ion WW 1“ •fc»« ^

ud*>
b*a-i« <'‘>‘ ^

Hr, «,7 d«li I»w .oiJ' “““ ^ '-*'’ *“* ?" ”"j •

oai ao bsioJn^-i»<lhul « »“'' V>^ - fT 7t .

‘

".TTonJ i«oui uo'i “ ntd«I o. rV

o,«*,ioia. odnb WO

,n>w« ioJ oW» aw Jiul» WM^1 ,TO«ii*«a ‘“OW®*”
‘

U boo^lw’Ti^H®**
*“*''*‘‘

“

te« ,a<.«««o.U o.jidT’JT
o4 «»«•»»’ '*"

,

,.H» ,<.»m tiro <i«U <<k» lo bo«.W«» «tw«^ S»«a;^

oJd. s-iod too wodlivr oW «’'«*>

“f
.WiJlo od) »n. sao IW wUi>t«iic» tooqxW

bfl. ;U o«;o Wtot ntvo. Ho .oooU ^ ^
,1* boloooo.! I ...o^woll^ m .0 00. botol.«i

,U,n.>T,od -tl'wt ii oa Wd i«.:.da « ds.-otd»

„»1,« vd«il. w tr/on 4lo Cl s«ic-“^ » *”;* “
J

mid ««oil bti»is9»t xWcdotq b<»t tniiosA H»iwJ 'o

%o ,rl!mw*ns«« ^o »0W..w5 d»« r*n !»•““'<«

•wr^dl ittafli.itornBtooBood otful ol bi« ot® .obataid.tadwt

*atro tiodtrowobaooo Wats W «««

' -Sfa.iu4#' SJS

»»dJ «mU Joo. W ; aoetod tl»Il no l.tnarioo. W« ot»*

^todomr, toho.,0. to «.tl««o.U «.»- <>»



CHAPTER XL

RECEPTION OP THE SPANIARDS BY THE NATIVES OF ATAPAHA

THEIR ARRIVAL AT THE PROVINCE OF COFAj AND WHAT HAP-

PENED THERE.

1540.

Leaving tliis village, the army in two days, crossed the frontier

of Apalachee, and entered the province of Atapaha.* It was

the custom of the governor, on entering a new province, to load

the way himself, and see every thing with his own eyes, rather

than trust to the accounts of others. lie accordingly chose

forty horse, and seventy foot, well armed with shields, an]ue*

buses, and cross-bows, and penetrated the country in advance of

his army. On the morning of the third day, they came in siglit

of the village of Achese. The Indians had fled to the forc.st.<,

carrying with them their wives, children, and efTocts. The

horsemen, dashing into the village, made six prisoners, two of

whom were warriors that had remained behind to remove the

infirm.

The two warriors came into the presence of the governor,

with a fearless and lofty demeanor. “ What seek you in our

land?” said they, not waiting to be questioned; ** Peace or

Tlie river Atapapaha may derive its name from t!»is ancient ]>ruvince.
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war?’’ Dc Soto replied tliroiigli his interpreter, Juan Ortiz,

‘*Wc .seek not 'war 'with any one, but peace and friendship Wo
are in searcli of a distant^ province, and all we ask is food by the

road.”’ The warriors instantly offered to supply the wants of

the army. They sent two of their companions to their cacique to

rrlate all that the}' had heard and seen, and charged them to

warn all the Indians that they should meet, that the Spaniards

came as friends, and were to be received and aided accordingly.

On the departure of the three messengers,* De Soto ordered the

Indians to be set at liberty, and regaled and treated as friends.

])e Soto, being rejoined by his army, reposed for three days

in this village, and then resumed his inarch northeast, ascending

f(U' ten days along the banks of a river, skirted by groves of

imilberry-trecs, and winding through luxuriantly fertile valleys.*

The natives were peaceable and domestic in their habits, and

never broke the peace which they formed w'ith the Spaniards.

On the eleventh day they crossed the boundaries of Ata-

j
aha, and entered the province of Cofii,f having, according to

custom, sent messengers in advance with proffers of peace to the

cacique. This chieftain, in reply, sent a deputation of two thou-

sand Indians to De Soto, with a present of rabbits, partridges,

maize, and a great number of dogs. The latter were held in

* SupjMKc.l by some to be the Flint river
;

b’at (3ol. Pickett is confident

the villiis^m of Apalachee, \\hcio the army h.ad wintered, "was in the

n* :^hb<.rh<MKl of the modern town of Tallahas^-ee, and that, conseipioutly, the

Fj anirird-* never touched the Flint river.

f We have followed the rortiiguese Nan-ative here, as the Incas is cvi-

<lently in error in making the Spaniards cuter the province of Achalaque (die

ooiajtry of tlio Chcrokees) at so early a period. This tribe dwelt much
ferrh. r to the northward on the skirts of the Apalachian Mountains, and was
U'.t rejwliod by the Sp:u»iards until a month afterwards. The Portuguese his

torjan cuIU this province Ocutc.
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higli esteem by the Spaniards
;

for, next to their want of salt,

the greatest cause of suffering was the scarcity of meat. Game

was abundant, and amply furnished the natives with food, for

they were very skilful in the use of the bow and arrow, and very

expert in making all kinds of traps. The Spaniards, however,

being constantly on the march, had no time for hunting
;
and,

moreover, dared not to leave their ranks for fear of falling into

some ambush of the enemy.

The cacique of Cofa received the Spaniards with a generous

welcome, giving up his own mansion to the governor, and pro-

viding quarters to the army. The province over which he ruled

was very fertile, plentiful, and populous. The natives were

peaceful and domestic in their habits, and extremely affable.

They treated these strangers with much kindness, and detained

them five days with their hospitality.

The Adelantado had brought with him, thus far, a piece of

ordnance, but finding it exceedingly burthensome and of little

use, he determined to leave it with the cacique. That the

natives might have some idea of its use, he ordered it to be

loaded, and pointed at a huge oak without the village. In two

shots, the tree As-as laid prostrate, to the infinite amazement of

the cacique and his subjects.

De Soto told them he left this wonderful machine, as a re-

ward for their friendship and kind hospitality
;

to bo taken care

of until he should return or send for it: The cacique and hi.s

warriors were deeply impressed with this mark of contidern'c,

and promised that it should be guarded wdlh vigilant care.

On the sixth day tlic army resumed their march in <}uest of

the adjoining province of Cofiiqui, whose cacique was an elder

brother of Cofa’5, and was much more opulent and powerful.
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Cof:i and Ills warriors escorted tlie army during one day’s march,

and would have continued to the frontier, but the governor

would not give his assent. The cacique, having taken an affec-

tionate leave of the Spaniards, ordered his people to accompany

the .strangers, and do all in their power to serve them. At the

same time, ho directed a chief to go before, and warn his brother

Cofaqui of the approach of the Spaniards, and beseech him to

receive them kindly. The i^.delantado continued his march

through a pleasant and luxuriant country, fertilized by many

rivers, and inhabited by a more docile and gentle race than any

lie had yet seen. At the end of six days he bid adieu to the

territory of Cofa.’^

* Portuguese Nanative, c. 13.



"K
*.AniSoM %Q

;v«^sr
^

••'W'
"

'.Vf .r» '"*»'.1

'L. V*' ««iT..h Vfl^* 9d> I>4h««*» sisinr/f «d mo o'O'^' J i

.(tOTOiSo't'*^®^ ,

>
. . -„«iteoo OTBll Wmo» J'«« > ' I.(tOTOiS
«di o» l>9nail»<» oToii Wmow 1io«

Tonwwa o* t ii,3»«i. sW JO" Moo*

;. ^ ,io.u «i Iio 4
ojlj 1A ‘

,
».:j. , fert>,,ib oil ,»U1'J 0>««»

'
•

= *r rf,oc.no odJio ioi-aoD

0-i will c1w>*k)4 brt tS

,
. o «flbBi?l nidil> trumo-h

r- r:r.fwin.::r^
oill oi f>itJ oH ® ^

. ^ ... -b.

,. .

,
,
4t 9 (*«»>»«<

„ ... ..^

i i.?*

, ipi.i

. A> V. Ju^'i s U

-'.)J

I

- -
IM,f

^.IQI; jp ; « '4ii#



CHAPTER XLl.

RECEPTION OF THE ARMY BY THE CACIQUE. PREPARATIONS FOR

PENETRATING TO THE PROVINCE OF COPACHIQUI.

1510.

The moment the cacique Cofaqui received the message of lii.s

brother, he dispatched four chieftains, with a train of Indians,

to welcome the Spaniards to his dominions.

This message diffused joy tliroughout the whole army. They

marched cheerily forward, and soon came to the confines of

Cofacjui, where they dismissed tlie Indians of Cofa. AVhen the

cacique knew by his scouts that the Cbristians were near, he

went out to receive them with a retinue of warriors, richly dc‘‘o-

rated, with bows and arrows in their hands, tall jdiiine.-'' upon

their heads, and over their shoulders rieli mantles of martin

skin, finely dressed. 3Iany kind words were exchanged, the

Indians and Spaniards unsuspiciously mingled together, and en-

tered the village with joyous shouts. The cacique conducted

the governor to his own house, and retired himself to a neigh-

boring hamlet.

Early the next morning the cacique came to visit Do Soto.

He freely imparted every information respecting his own terri-

tory, and spoke of a plentiful and populous province, called
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Co.'^a, wliieli lay to the northwest.* As to the province of Cofa-

clihpii. he said that it lay contiguous to his dominions, but that

a vast wilderness of seven days’ journey intervened.! Should

the governor, however, persist in seeking it, he offered to send

a band of his warriors to accompany him, and promised to fur-

ni^h him with all necessary supplies for the journey. De Soto

had fi.vod his mind too intently on Cofachiqui to be diverted

frujii his course, and signified his intention of continuing on.

Scouts were accordingly sent out in every direction, to assemble

the Indians, and in four days the village was thronged with

them. Four thousand warriors were to 'escort and guide the

Spaniards, and four thousand retainers to carry their supplies

a!id clothing. The chief articles of provisions were maize,

dried plums, grapes, walnuts, and acorns
;
for the Indians had

no domestic animals, and depended for flesh upon the produce

of the chase.

The Spaniards, seeing themselves surrounded b}’’ such a mul-

titude of Indians, although they were assembled for their ser-

vice. kept a vigilant and unremitting watch by day and by

night, lest, under the guise of friendship, they should attempt

thvir destruction. But it soon appeared that these troops were

<lc.stinod for warfare in another quarter. A few days before

the time appointed for the departure of the Spaniards, the gene-

ral and Ills ofheers being in the public square, the cacique

ordered his chief warrior to be called. You well know,” said

lie to him, that a pierpetual enmity and warfare has existed be-

tween our fathers and the Indians of Cofachiqui. That bitter

hatred, you are aware, has not abated one jot; the deep wrongs,

the notorious injuries we have suffered from that vile tribe still'

'rtuguese Relation, c. 14. f Gareilaso dc la Vega, iii. c. 4.
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rankle in our hearts, uc revenged ! The present opportunity^

must not be lost

!

You, the leader of my warriors, must accompany this chief

and his braves, under their protection to wreak vengeance on our

enemies ! I need say no more to you, I leave our cause and our

honor in your hands !”
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CHAPTER XLIl.

ACCOUNT OF THE CHIEFTAIN PATOFA. THE INDIAN BOY
PEDllO HAS A MARVELLOUS VISITATION.

• 1540 .

Tin: Iiuliaii leader, vrliose name was Patofa, was of a graceful

f«»riu and striking features. His expression was haughty and

T*-dde, jtroinislng dauntless courage for war, and gentleness and

kindness in peace. Ills whole demeanor showed that the cacique

h'*. ! not unwisely bestowed his trust. ITe rose, and throwing

a'-ide his mantle of skin, seized a broadsword made of palmwood,

\shich a fk^Tvant carried behind him, as a badge of his rank.

He fut and thrust with it, as skilfully as a master of fence, much

to the admiration of the Spaniards. After going through many

singular evolutions, he stopped suddenly before the cacique and

made a profound reverence. 1 pledge my word,” said he, “ to

fulfil your commands as far as in my power
;
and I promise,

by the favor of the strangers, to revenge the insults, the deaths,

and t!»e los.ses, our fathers have sustained from the natives of

Cxfachi'jui. My vengeance shall be such, that the memory of

jan evils shall be wiped away for ever. My daring to reappear

in your presence, will be a token that your commands have been

X'' Ut(,d. For, should the fates deny my hopes, never again

you bcliold me, never again shall the sun shine upon me I
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A SINGULAR EVENT. 205

If the enemy deny me death, my own hand will find the road !

I will inflict upon myself the punishment my cowardice or evil

fortune will merit !”

The cacicjue Cofaqui rose and embraced him. “ I consider,”

replied he, “ what you have promised as certain as though it

were already accomplished, therefore reward }’ou, as for .services

already rendered.” Saying this, he took from his shoulders a

mantle of beautiful martin skins, and placed it witli his own

liand upon the shoulders of Patofa. A present of a mantle or

plume, or any other article of dress, was considered by the na-

tives of this country as the greatest honor their chief could con-

fer upon them, more especially when presented in })cr.son.'*

A singular event happened the night before the dejeirture of

the army. One of the two boys taken prisoner in tiie province

of Apalachee had guided them thus far. The other, wlmm they

named Pedro, was to conduct them thence to the dominions of

Cofachiqui, where they expected to find gold, silver, and precious

stones. About the mid watch, this youth woke the soldier}’ with

his screams of murder, and calls for help. The alarm spread

throughout the encampment
;

they dreaded some treachery <>f

the Indians; the trumpets sounded to arims
;

all was tnmnlt
;

they buckled on their armor, seized their weapons, and prcj.arcd

for action. When it was discovered that no enemy was at liam!,

an inquiry was made whence the alarm had proceeded. They

found the Indian boy Pedro half dead, trembling with fear and

terror, and foaming at the mouth like a ‘maniac. A\ lien llcw'

asked him why he had called for help with such strange (mteries,

he said that a demon, with a huge visage, accompanied by triglit-

fiil imps, had appeared, and forbidden him, under pain id' death,

* Garcilaso de la L. ia o. 5.
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.‘J06

to gnulc the Spaiiiiirels to the land lie had promised
;

at the

same time they had dragged him out of his hut and heat him,

until he ^vas so bruised and weakened that he could not move.

He added, that the demon, seeing the Christians approach, had

vani.^hed with all his imps—he knew from this, that the devils

b ared the Christians, and begged they would baptize him im-

mediately, lest the demon should return and kill him.

'J'he Spaniards were perplexed by this story, which seemed to

b - corroborated by tlic contusions and swellings on the boy’s face

a*id liotly. The priests, being called in, baptized him, and re-

inainc'l with him during this night and the following day, to

confirm him in the faith.* As the boy proved to bo an elaborate

liar on various occasions, the foregoing tale may be considered a

marvel of his own invention. The cacique accompanied the army

two leagues on their march, when, charging Patofa anew faithfully

to .ct-rve the Spaniards, he took an affectionate leave and returned

to his homo.

* The l’i->rtuguese murator says the Gospel was read over liim'and he re-

.a.vcrcd.
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CILtfTER XLin.

THE DESERTION Oi‘ AN INDIAN, AND HOW HE WAS rUNlSHED—

THE ARMY LOST IN A TRACKLESS WILDERNESS.

1540.

Tin: Spaniards marched by themselves, formed into squadroiw?

with a van and rear-guard. Patofa and his four thousand war-

riors marched in like order, with the Indians who carried the

provisions in the centre
;
for the natives sought eagerly to rival

the white men in every thing relating to the art of war.

By night, likewise, they lodged separately, and as soon as the

Indians who carried the supplies had delivered up the provi.sion.s

to the Spaniards, they went away and slept with their coinj)anions.

Both armies posted their sentinels, and they watched cacli other,

as though they were enemies. The Spaniards wore particularly

vigilant
;

for, seeing the order and regularity observed by the

Infidels, they mistrusted them. The latter, however, w*re en-

tirely free from any evil designs, and rather manifested a desire

to please the strangers in every thing. The stationing of .sentinel.s

and other camp forms observed by them, were more to prove

themselves men accustomed to war, than through any doubts of

the Spaniards. These precautions they observed the whole time

they were together. The second night of their march, they slept
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203 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

at tlie commencement of an extensive uninhabited tract lying be*

tween the provinces of Cofaqui and Cofachiqui.

The country upon which they now entered, though deserted,

was jileasunt, diversified with easy hills, open forests, and frequent

ht reams.

Oil the fourth day an Indian deserted, and made off in the

direction of his liomc. Patofa immediately sent four young war-

rior.s in pur.suit of him, with orders to bring him back manacled.

Tiiey S(,‘t off with the swiftness of deer, and soon returned, bring-

ing him prisoner. Patofa ordered him to be led to the banks of

a small stream that flowed through the encampment. Here he

V. as stripped, and commanded to throw himself upon the ground

and drink the streamlet dry. The poor culprit drank until ho

could no more, but the moment ho raised his head from the

stream, five Indians who were posted over him, with clubs in

tlelr liand.s, belabored liiin cruelly until he resumed his task.

F'.mo f-f his comrades hastened to the governor, and implored

h:m to intercede with Patofa, or the poor wretch would be com-

p 111 1 to drink until he died. The intercessions of the governor

v.i-rc efiectual
;
the prisoner was released, but was lialf dead with

tlie (juantity of water he had been forced to swallow.

In the course of their march throiigh this unpeopled tract of

c juntry. they came to two rivers, a cross-bow shot broad, and so

d*«p apd raj.id, that the infantry could not maintain their foot-

ing 1 hey made, therefore, a kind of dam by placing their horses

.«ide by si<le aeros.s the stream, to break its fury, until the foot-

^old:c^s and Indians had forded it.

About noon on the seventh day, their march was arrested,

the wlioie army tlirown into confusion by the sudden termi-

r .jt.-.n of the broad road which they had followed thus fiir. They
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DESPERATE SITUATION OF DE SOTO. 209

pursued many narrow winding paths leading into dense and

tangled forests. These after being followed for a short distance

would like\Yise entirely disappear.

Their Indian allies W'cre here quite as much at loss, not one

of them being able to point out the proper path. De Soto then

ordered Patofa into his presence. “ AYhy,” said he to him,

have you under tlie mask of friendship led us into this wilder-

ness, whence we c^ discover no w’ay of extricating ourselves ?

I will never believe, that among eight thousand Indians there is

not one to bo found capable of showing us the ^Yay to Cofachlqui.

It is not at all likely that you, w^ho have maintained perj>etual

war with that tribe, should know nothing of the public road and

secret paths leading from one village to another.”

Patofa rc])licd that neither he nor any of his followers had

ever been in this place before. •’ The -wars,” said he, *• which

have been waged between these two provinces, have not been

carried on by pitched battles, nor invasions of either party; but

by skirmishes between small bands, who resort to the streams

and rivers we have crossed, to fish
;
and also by combats between

hunting parties
;
as the wilderness we have traversed is thec-.m-

mon hunting-ground of both nations. The natives of Cotaeliiqul’

are more powerful and have always wor.'^tcd us in fight
;

our p«.o-

pic. therefore, were dispirited and dared not to pass over their

own frontiers. Do you suspect that I have led your army into

these deserts to perish ? If so, take what hostages you please.

If my head ^Yill suffice, take it—if not, you may behead every In-

dian, as they will obey my mandate even to the death.”*

The frank and feeling manner in which thc.'^e word.-^ were de-

livered, convinced the governor of Patofa’s truth and trirstwor-

* Garcilaso do la Yoga, Lib. iii. c. G.
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tliincss. lie then called to him Pedro, the Indian boy who had

guided tlicm thus far, with such a perfect knowledge of the coun-

try, that, the evening previous, he had pointed out exactly where

tliey would find the road on the following morning. De Soto

tljreateued to throw him to the dogs for thus deceiving him.

The hoy. however, appeared to be really bewildered, and seemed

to have suddenly lost all his former sagacity
;
he said it was four

or five years since he had travelled through the wilderness, and

he could not now tell where they were.

They resuilicd their march, wandering through the glades

and openings of the forest, and at sunset were arrested by a

wide, deep, and unfordable river. . This sight filled them with

dismay. They had neither rafts nor canoes with which to cross

tiie stream, nor food to keep them alive while these were being

constructed. Their provisions were consumed, as they had only

brought supplies for the seven days, which it had been computed

they would take to traverse the desert. The road lost, without

a guide, without food, before them a deep impassable river,

bcliind them an uninhabited wilderness, and on each side a

trackle.ss forest ! Their situation was indeed dreary and dis-

heartening.
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CHAPTER XLIV.

PARTIES DISPATCHED IN DIFFERENT DIR.ECTIONS TO SEEK SOME

OUTLET TO THIS WILDERNESS SUFFERINGS OF •THE ARAIY FOR

WANT OF FOOD SUCCESS OF JUAN DE ANASCo’s EXPEDITION.

1540.

The governor left the army encamped in a grove of pine-trees,

and, taking a guide and a detachment of horse and foot, struck

into the depths of the foVest. He returned late in the evening,

greatly perplexed and troubled, having penetrated five or six

leagues into the wilderness without discovering any signs that tlie

country was inhabited.

Early the following morning he called a council of his ofllcers

to consider the critical situation of tlie army, and decide whetluT

they sliould turn in another direction, or retrace their .^trj'S.

Their supplies of maize were exhausted
;

botli horse and rid* r

were way-vrorn, dispirited and enfeebled for want of food, and it

was extremely doubtful whether they would bo able to rcaeli a

place of refreshment
;
moreover, the Indians, taking advantage

of their weakened condition, might assail them, so that their

return would probably be in the face of botli war and famine. It

was resolved, therefore, not to move their encampment until

some road or outlet from this wilderness should be di.seovored.

The governor then dispatched parties of troopers in every dirce-
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tioii to seek for some habitation. These returned at niglitfallj

some leading their wearied horses by the bridle, others driving

them before them, having discovered neither road nor human

dwelling.* Do Soto then ordered four bands of horse and two

of foot to start, two up the course of the river, and two down it

;

one party keeping along the bank, and the other a league inland,

in hopes that one or the other would find a road or an inhabited

place. Jle directed each of the captains to return in five

days.

CaptiHii Juan de Ailasco, who commanded one of the detach-

ments, was accompanied by Patofa, who was unwilling to remain

in the camp, and the Indian boy, Pedro, wlio, abashed at having

lost the road, thought that by going on this expeditfon he might

succeed in redeeming his character. With each company of

Spaniards went a thousand Indian w'arriors, W’ho scattered them-

selves about the forests to seek for a road.

The governor remained on the bank of the river waiting

their return, where he and his people suffered great distress for

want of food
;
having little to eat excepting the tendrils of wild

vine.-, which they found in the w'oods. The four thousand In-

dians who remained with him sallied out every morning, and

returned at night, some with herbs and roots that were eatable,

others with fish
;
and others, again, with birds and small animals

killed witli their bows and arrows. All of these they broiiglit to

the army
;
and although they w'ere exhausted, and almost fam-

ished themselves, yet such was their fidelity and respect that

they tasted nothing until they had first presented what they

had to the Spaniards. The hardy soldiers were touched by this

generosity of spirit, and gave the Indians the greater part of the

* Portiiguc.se Xairativc, c. 14.
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food they brought. These supplies, however, were by no mean?

sufficient for the subsistence of such a multitude.

During three days the army suffered e.\treme privations.

The governor, finding they could no longer endure tins excess of

hunger, ordered some of the hogs which they had brought with

them for’ the breed to be killed, and half a pound of meat was

portioned out to each Spaniard
;
wdiich, however, rather served to

augment than to allay the hunger of half-famished men. Not-

withstanding their pressing wants, they generously divided their

pittance with the poor savages, whoso necessities were equally

great.

De Soto fared crpially with liis men in every respect
;
and

though troubled and anxious for the fate of his great expedition,

he wore a sunny countenance to cheer up his followers. Tlicso

chivalrous spirits appreciatc-d his care and kindness, and, to

solace him, they concealed their sufi’erings, assumed an air of

contentedness, and appeared as happy as though they were revel-

ling in abundance.

In the mean time, the four captains who went in search of a

road; suffered no less from hunger than the governor and his

army. Juan de Anasco, having travelled tlirce days along the

river, came to a small village seated on its banks.* Here he

found few natives, but a great supply of- food
;

in one house

alone were deposited five hundred measures of meal, fonmd

from toasted maize, beside much more in grain. Tlie joy of

both Indians and Spaniards can easily be imagiued, Af(or

having searched the houses, they ascended into the higlie.st,

from which they could see that further on the country wa.s

* Hic Portuguese narrator says the Indians called thi:j liamh-t Ayiuay •

and the Spauiards gave it the name of tlic “Village of Good Relief.’
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FtmlJoJ with villages and liamlets, vrith extensive corn-fields on

every .side. They here- quelled the cravings of hunger. After

midnight they dispatched four horsemen to the governor with

tidings of their success. They took with them many ears of

conq and several horns of the buffalo or bison. The sight of

tiie latter perplexed the Spaniards, who conjectured them to be

the horns of tame cattle. Several times in the course of their

expedition they had found fresh beef, and had importuned the

Imlians to tell them where they kept their herds. They

Cf'uld never get any satisfactory information from them on

the subject, and supposed that they purposely concealed the

truth.

Patofa and his Indians this night stole stealthily out of the

camp, so as not to alarm the Spaniards, and sacked and pillaged

the temple. They massacred every Indian they found within

and in the purlieus of the village, sparing neither sex nor age,

and taking their scalps as trophies, to show their cacique, Cofa-

qiii
;

for it was afterwards discovered that this village was in the

long-wished-for province of Cofachiqui.

On the following day, at noon, Anasco set forward to meet

the governor, not daring to await his arrival in the village, fear-

ing a general assault from the natives, in revenge of the massacre

of Patofa.
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CHAPTER XLV.

niE HALE-FAMISHED ARMY REVIVED EY THE TIDINGS OF ANASCo’s

DISCOVERY OF AN ABUNDANT REGION THE RAVAGES COMMlTTEr;

BY FATOFA AND HIS WARRIORS DE SOTO’s RECEmON BY THi:

BEAUTIFUL I'RINCESS OF COFACTIIQUI.

1540 .

The four horsemen sent as messengers readied the army In one

day
;

a distance of twelve leagues, which they had previou.''ly

spent three days in traversing. The news they brought dllTuscd

new life among the troops, and they were as wild with joy as if

rescued from the jaws of death. When morning dawned, J)e

Soto ordered the four troopers to lead on to the villa|rc tliey iiad

discovered. Before decamping, however, they buried a h tti-r at

tlie root of a tree, and cut uj»on the bark these words: ** Ihg at

the root of fhis pine, and you will find a letter.” This was to

make known to the other captains, who were seeking a road, the

direction the army had taken.*

The idea of plenty of food revived the half-fami.'hed trooj's:

they clapped spurs to their steeds, and rode helter-.''krl(iT

through the forest, each one striving to pass tlie otlier
;
so that

before noon on the following day they were all within the vil*

* Portiigr:0'C Xarrative. c 1 1.
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lago. Here the governor concluded to halt for some days, that

liis men might recruit their strength, and likewise to await the

arrival of the three other captains, v/ho had been sent in quest of

a ruad.

These three captains had the good fortune. to find the letter

of tlieir comrades, and, with their different detachments, joined

the iriaiii body in the course of four days, almost famished
;

having, during these eight days’ absence, had nothing to eat but

fa .scant siijqdy of roots and herbs.

l)e Soto sojourned in tliis frontier village of the province of

Cufaclii«pu seven days
;

during which time Patofa and his war-

riors were not idle, but, sallying forth stealthily, ravaged tlio

country for leagues round about, slaying and scalping man,

woman, and child, sacking and pillaging villages and hamlets,

temples and sepulchres, and refraining cnly from setting fire to

t!»em, tlirough fear that the flames might betray their doings to

the S[)aiiiards.

^Vllcn Ho Soto heard of this cruel ravage, he made all haste

to girt rid of his bloody allies. Sending for Patofa, he thanked

him for his friendly conduct and valuable escort; and giving

liim j>re>ents of knives, trinkets, and clothing, for liimself and his

cacique, dismissed him and his followers.

The ,'iavage warrior set ofi' on his return, well* pleased with

the presents, but still more gratified at having fulfilled the vow

of vengeance made to his chieftain.

Two days after the departure of Patofa, the Spaniards re-

Mimod their march along the banks of the river. They met

with no living thing, but with dismal proofs of the dreadful

carnag.* Patofa had committed. All along, the w'ay w’as strown

V-. ith scalpless corses. Tlie natives had fled into the interior of
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DISCOVERY OF AN INDIAN VILLAGE. 21V

the country, leaving a plentiful supply of provisions in the

villages.

On the afternoon of the third day, the army halted in a

verdant region, covered with mulberry and other fruit-trees,

laden with fruit. The governor was unwilling to advance until

he learnt what province he was in. He ordered Juan dc

Afiasco, therefore, with thirty foot-soldiers, to pursue tlie road

they had thus far followed, and endeavor to capture some

Indians, from whom they might obtain information, and wliu

might serve as guides. To encourage the doughty Ana';eo, ho

told him he sent him in preference to any other, because ho was

always successful.

Afiasco and liis thirty comrades left the camp on foot, In^fore

nightfall. They marched along in profound sllenci', witli ihe

noiseless pace and watchful eye of a marauding jiarty. A.s tiny

advanced the road grew wider. They proceeded nearly two

leagues without seeing a living thing, when on the still night

breeze was borne a low, murmuring sound, like the near hum of
o

a village. As they moved breathlessly forward, the smimls

grew more distinct
;

at length they emerged from the thi<'k‘. l.H

which had obstructed their view, and saw lights, and heard l!ie

barking of dogs, the cries of children, and the voices of men and

women. Certain that a village was near at hand, they m.-lied

forward to seize some Indians, secretly, in the suburb.<, o.ach

striving to be first, to have the honor of being the most diligent.

They were, however, deceived in their hopes, for the nv<T whi<-h

they h:id followed flowed bctw’een them and the village. Tiny

halted a long while on the bank, at what ajipeared to be a

landing-place for canoes, and having supped, and la'i'osed until

two o’clock at night, they set off for the camp, where they arrived
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a little before tlaybreak, and related to the governor wliat tlicy

bad seen and heard.

'W’hcn the day dawned, De Soto set out with a hundred

infantry, and a hundred horse, to reconnoitre the village.

Arrived on the opposite bank, Juan Ortiz, and Pedro, the

Indian boy, shouted to the natives to come over, and receive a

message for tlieir cacique.

The Indians, terrified at the strange sight of the Spaniards

and tlieir horses, ran back to the village to spread the news. In

a little while a large canoe was launched, and came directly

across the river, managed by several rowers. Six Indians, of

noble appearance, all about forty or fifty years of age, landed

from it.

The governor, perceiving they w^ere persons of consequence,

received them with much ceremony, seated in a kind of chair of

ntate, whieli he always carried wdth him for occasions of the kind.

A.'^ they advanced the^' made three profound reverences, one to

tlio sun, with their faces to the eastward, -the second to the moon,

turning to the we.st, the third to the governor. They then made

bi/u the u.<ual demand, ‘-whether he came for peace or war'?”’’

II<.* nq>Iied, Ih.eace
;
and a free passage through their lands. lie

moreover rofpio.sted provisions for his people, and assistance with

canof.s or rafts in passing the river.

'1 he Indians replied that there supplies were small, the coun-

try having been ravaged ])y pestilence in the preceding year, so

that most of the people had abandoned their houses and villages,

and taken refuge in tlic woods, neglecting to sow their corn.

T licy added that they were governed by a young female, just of

Marriageable age, who had recently inherited the sway. They

wuubl return and repeat to her the circumstances of their inter-
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vieWj and made no doubt, from her discreet and generous nature,

she would do every thing in her power to serve the strangers.

With these words they departed.

They had not long returned to the village when the Spaniards

perceived movements of preparation, and observed a kind of litter

borne by four men to the water’s side. From tliis aliglited the

female cacique, and entered a highly decorated canoe. A kind

of aquatic procession was then formed
;
a grand canoe, containing

the six ambassadors, and paddled by a large number of Indians,

led the van, towing after it the state bark of tlic prince.'^.', who re-

clined on cushions in the stern, under a canopy supported by a

lance. She was accompanied by eight female attendants. A
number of canoes filled with warriors clo.sed the proces.sion.’*

Tiie young princess stepped on shore, and as she aj'}»rnac!u d

the Spaniards, they were struck with her appearance. Slie was

finely formed, with great beauty of countenance, and native grace

and dignity. Having made her obeisance to the governor, slio

took her scat on a kind of stool placed by her attendants, and t'n*

tered into conversation with him, all her sulqects preserving a

most respectful silence.

Her conversation confirmed what had been said by t!*.e ani-

bas.^adors. The province had been ravaged hy pestilence durit g

the preceding year, and provisions were very scanty. She otlercd,

liowcvcr, to share with the strangers a quantity of maize colh ot*

cd for the relief of her village, and to put them in tlic way i»fg< l-

* The account of this prlucess and her territory, is taVa-n Lvth from iL *

Ep.-mi-rh and Portuguejc* account. Tiic former is by far tin? ino't aniplr ;uid

circuni'tantlal
;

tluju'di evidontly inrliuiug to magnify t!ie itn[n rtencti < f the

princess and her don,i:.io!is. Eic'Ima says this rinooii. insti'ud nf cmidn'' hcr-

S'df, sent one of her niccc'^.

10
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ting .‘'imilar .‘^upplic.s from other villages. She proffered, likewise,

her own house for tlie accommodation of the governor, and half of

f’.c \illage for that of his officers and principal soldiers
;
and pro-

1 that wigwams of bark and branehes should be put up for

t!.e She added, tliat rafts and canoes should be provided

f‘.r the army to cross the river on the following day. De Soto

V ovor[.owcred by the generosity of the princess, and endcavor-

» !, In t’lc 1-est manner, to express his sense of her kind and hos-

j
stable ofier.s. assuring her of the constant friemhship of his sove-

r ij-n and liimsclf. The cavaliers, too, listened with admiring

at ion to her discourse, and to the answers she gave to various

l!i paries concerning her province
;
leaving them as much charm-

' d \utli her intclUgence and judgment as they had been with her

IxTuity, ami wondering to find such dignity and grace, and true

j
olltone.‘?s, in a .‘Ravage brought up in a wilderness.

"W lille the princess of Cofachiqui was conversing with the

g -‘. ‘rn.»r. she wa.s slowly disengaging a string of large pearls,

vl-.a-Ii
j
.-issed three times round her neck, and descended to her

1 he conference ended, she told Juan Ortiz, the intcr-

[
r, to present the necklace to the general. Ortiz replied, that

t!te eilt would be more valuable if presented witli her own hand;

o-.it h'lie .'^erupled to do it. through a dread of infringing the pro*

jri'ty which females should always maintain. When De Soto

ajq.ri.sed of her scruples, lie directed Ortiz to tell her, that

lie wmuM more highly prize the favor of receiving the gift from

1 cr ••wu hand, than ho would value the jew’cl itself, and that she

•A vuld commit no breach of decorum, as they were persons un-

1 to each other, treating of peace and amit^n

i his bring interpreted to her, she rose, and
j
laced the string
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of pearls about the neck of De Soto ;* he likewise stood up
;
and,

taking from his finger a ring of gold, set with a ruby, presented

it to her, as a token of peace and friendship. Slic received it

very respectfully and placed it on one of her fingers. This cere-

mony ended, she returned to her village, leaving the Spaniards

much struck with licr native talent, and personal beauty.

f

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 14. Garcilaso de la A^'ega, L. iiL c. 11. Biedma,

in Recueil de Pieces sur La Floride, par II. Temaux-Compans.

f According to the Portuguese narrator, the Indians, in UiLs interview,

assured the Spaniards that their province was but two days’ journey from t!ie

6ea-coast
;
but subsequent circumstances gave rc.asou to l.'clievc, » itiier that

the information was incorrect in itself, or was erroneously rendered by the in-

terpreters.
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CIIAriEil XLYI.

Tin: AHMY QUARTERED IX THE VILLAGE OF THE YOUNG FRIXCESS

ANASCO DISFATCTIED AFTEP^ A CERTAIN RICH WIDOW SOME

ACCOUNT OF THE YOUNG WARRIOR, BY VTIOM HE WAS GUIDED.

1540.

On the following clay, the Indians having constructed large rafts,

and brought a nnmher of canoes, the army crossed the river.

The j.a.ssage was not, however, effected without accident. Several

of ll’c horses, urged hy their riders into the stream, were carried

th'wn tlic current, amid cjuicksands and whirlpools, and four of

th-. in were drowned. Their loss was as much lamented by the

Sj.aniards, as though they had been brothers in arms.

Vf Iton the army had all crossed, they were lodged partly in

vigwam.^, under the shade of luxuriant mulbcriy-’trces, with

whicli tl'.e province abounded. Around the village were scatter-

ct! many for.'?al:cn wigwams
;
the rank grass growing within, as

if they had long been untenanted. A token that the pestilence

had, iiideed, passed over them.

The province of Cofachirpii, as well as the neighboring prov-

iiice.s of Cofupii and Cofa, are represented as being extremely

1 1
dons and fertile. The natives were of a tawny complexion

;

vicll formed
]
frank, gentle, and sincere in their dispositions, and



V

.I7.TI aamiio
- •‘i'iiSi -a

10

««3a!!t wtot 3UT -to 30<^jaiv aiiT x« asasti^W v«3* «rr

W0,_WO«W H3I* Kt^TJCrO A

.<raawo */.w 3H konv/ la aoiaaAnr owoK ahr

. . V» fp-|» rM-\^,(AH *'V>
’

^

-V <

^11 0Si.ll bo)jni4*no9
***•

-I^,„8 4a»b*m. bolao-a* .io7,i«M) J03 .«»

’^“TLinl
lL.0 ,11^ ,u«iu aJ4 o4ai mUh liad. 0,3,-

,ool tna I»««

otll Ytf IwlDomiJ donta ea tev tool viiit ii’«'^ '»'• ’

.&XU1H fli mihoij fl^o^f

"

„i bo8l.oI »«w xodi .boAaon lie M 7,..ia oH»
'

dli,,
Jnah.ixul »b.d. od> lobn-

u .nWlivr gnhr»73 eaaig in«T »dl ;
ewB»8''» o’" '

*
.

.| ^;

oo„^««o<, «li ladJ I.»i04 A .boInnaMim
“^"L® bed

noiodl T>io b*»!a*l .bwwii

-v-f<r6i sal.toddshn odl'aallov *« ,»Bldd«<l«0 to
,

;
noixol.ltnua % “^*ih»
bn„ ^rtoiJiwqaib liodJ nl aiw..i» boa ,oUo*8',daai-» 1

t



EMBASSY TO THE QUEEN’S MOTHER. 2-23

less Trarlike tlian any of tlie tribes among wbicli tlic Spaniards

liad sojourned.

They had their wars, however, with their neighbors, and had

many captives among them, whom they employed in cultivatin

the fields and other servile labor. To prevent their escape an

return to their own tribes, tliey were maimed by having the

nerves of the leg cut above the heel or the instep.

In the course of his various inquiries about the alTair.s <'f tlie

province, Dc Soto learnt that the mother of the priiices.s wa.s

still living a widow, at a retired place, about twelve Icaguc.s

down tlie river. He felt a strong desire to see her, wi<!ting

thoroughly to secure the friendship of the peojde of tlii.s
[
rov*

ince. Ilis desire was probably quickened by learning tliat the

queen-mother had in her possession a large quantity of }»earls.

On making known his wishes to the princes.'^, she imuK diately

dispatched twelve of her principal subjects to Iut niotluT to

entreat her to come and behold these wonderful people, and the

strange animals they had brought with them.

The queen-mother, however, refused to accompany the nu.'^-

sengers, and expressed herself scandalized at what she termed

the levity of her daughter, in so readily showing licrsolt t-»

strangers whom she had never before seen. Sl'.e lahnktd l!.e

envoys for having permitted sucli a departure from In-r irojt r

dignity; and manifested in various ways the chagrin which pru-

dish dowagers arc somewhat prone to indulge in like ca.^os.

The governor hearing of this, called to him the stout eTur.n do

Ana.sco, who was the very" man for undertakings ot the kind,

and ordered liim to take thirty companions and dojart tor the

retreat of tliis coy widow
;
and by fair and gentle mean.< prevail

upon her to come to the encampment.

to
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Juan Jc Anasco and lii;3 comrades set off at once on foot,

nit limit'll tlic morning -was already somewhat advanced. They

wer<‘ guided by a youthful warrior, whom the princess had

grant*‘<l them for the purpose. This youth was a near relative

to the widow, and had been reared by her
;
and, being kind and

noble in liis nature, was as dear to her as though he were her

own .<on. For this reason her daughter had chosen him to

ze cwnij any the Spaniards
;

and had instructed him to go in

advance of them when they approached the residence of her

to secure for them a favorable reception,

lie showed indeed, in countenance and bearing, his generous

MmdJ. lie was about twenty-one years of age, with handsome

Matures, and a vigorous and graceful form. His head was deco-

rated with lofty plumes of different colored feathers, he wore a

maiillo of dressed deer-skin; in his hand he bore a beautiful bow,

>o higldy varnished as to appear as if finely enamelled
;
and at

li:.’' shoulder liung a quiver full of arrows. With a light and

e!.v ti>‘ .‘•tep, and an animated and gallant air, his whole appear

mice w:»s that of an ambassador, worthy of the young and bcau-

lit kil prinee.ss whom he served.
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CHAPTER XLVII.

TUE MELA^CIIOLY FATE OF THE YOUXG INDIAN GUIDE A.\A>Ci)

MAKES ANOTHER ATTEAIPT TO CArTURE THE OEI) I’RJNCESS. »

1540.

J FAN DE A.vasco aiid liis comrades iKiviiig proceeded m arl v

tlircc leagues, stopped to make tlicir mid-day meal, and talie their

repose bcueath the shade of some xvide spreading trees.:*.' t’.ie

heat x\'.as oppressive. The Indian guide had proved a elieerful

and joyous companion, entertaining them all the way with ac-

counts of the surrounding country and the adjacent provinces.

On a sudden, after they had halted, he became moody aiid

thoughtful, and, leaning his cheek upon his hand, fell into a

reverie, uttering repeated and deep-drawn sighs. The arna.-d**

noticed his dejection, but, fearing to increase it, fv..rlA-rc to

demand the cause.

After a time he Cjuietly took off his quiver, and placing it

before him, drew out the Arrows slowly, one by one. Tio-y v.i-re

admirable for the skill and elegance with which ih(*y were

formed. Their shafts wore reeds. Some were tijqxal witli
t

biick’s-horn, wrought' with four corners, like a diamond
;

.-e.mo

were pointed with the hones of fishes, curiou.sly fashioned ; otle-rs

with barbs of the palm, and other hard woods
;
and some were
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COXQUKST OF FLORIDA..226

throe ]»roi:p:ocl. They were feathered in a triangular manner, to

rv.:idor their flight of greater accuracy.

The ^^paniard.s could not sufficiently admire their beauty
;
they

tu them lip, and passed them from hand to hand, examining

and praising their workmanship and extolling the skill of their

• uin.T. The youthful Indian continued thouglitfully emptying

hi,'^ liuiver, until, almo.st at the last, he drew forth an arrow with

:i p(<int i.f flint, long and sharp, and shaped like a dagger; then,

r.i ting round a glance, and seeing the Spaniards engaged in ad-

mixing Ills darts, lie suddenly plunged the weapon in his th.roat,

:i:ul foil dead upon tlie spot.

Shookod at tlic cir<‘umstance, and gi-ievcd at not having been

ii'Ic to prevent it, the Spaniards called to their Indian attendants,

and ih-manded the reason of this melancholy act, in one who had

j'nt before been so joj'cus.

The Indian.s broke into loud lamentations over the corpse : for

the Yoath was tenderly beloved by thexu, and they knew the grief

!d> u.nlimely fate would cau.^^o to both of their princesses. They
*• ‘’.ihl only account for his self-destruction by supposing him

I
< rplexed and afilicted about his embassy. He knew that his

»rr.uid would be disagreeable to tbc mother, and apprebended

tii.tt liio phm of the Spaniards was to carry her off. He alone

Im w the place of her concealment, and it appeared to bis gcnc-

mind xm uiiworthy return for her love and confidence thus to

I !r:ty In.r strangers. On the other hand be was aware that,

he disol.»cy the mandates of his young mistress, he should

I h<*r favor and fall into dl.^grace. Either of these altcrna-

Du^ would be worse tliau death; be luid chosen death, therefore,

'** D,..,- h >-^or evil, and as leaving a proof to his mistrcr.'fes of his

h-.. :i!'y and devotion.
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FAILURE OF THE ENTERPRISE. 22'i

Such was the conjecture of the Indians, to which the Span-

iards were inclined to give faith. Grieving over the death of tlic

high-minded youth, they mournfidly resumed their journey.

They nov*”, however, found themselves at a loss about the road.

None of the Indians knew in what part of the country the widow

was concealed, the young guide who had killed himself being alone

master of the secret. For the rest of that day and until the fol-

lowing noon, they made a fruitless search, taking prisoners some

of the natives
;
who all professed utter ignorance on the subject.

Juan de Anasco being a fleshy man and somewhat choleric, was

almost in a fever wjth the vexation of his spirit, the weight of

his armor, and the heat of the day; he was obliged, however, to

give up tlie fpiest after tlie widow, and to return to the camp

much mortified at having for once failed in an enterprise.

Three days after his return, an Indian offered to guide the

Spaniards by water, to the retreat of the widow. Anasco accord-

ingly set out a second time, Avith twenty companions, in two ca-

noes
;
but at the end of six days returned Avith no better success.

The old princess, having heard of tlie search made after her, had

taken refuge in the depths of a forest which they found it inipus-

siblc to penetrate. The goA*crnoi*, therefore, gave up all further

attempt to obtain an intervieAV Avitli this Avary and discreet old

widow.

10^
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CHAPTER XLVIII.

OI.SArrOINT.MKNT OF THE SPANIARDS WITH RESPECT TO GOLD.

THE TREASURE THEY FIND THEY DISCOVER SOME EUROPEAN

REIHCS.

1540 .

A\ HIRE Juan clc Afiasco was employed in liis search after the

widow, the Governor endeavored to inform himself respecting

he huasted riches of the province. For this purpose he called

to Iiim the two Indian lads who had formerly accompanied traders

into this part of the country, and who had told him that their

ii'.a.sters had traflicked here for yellow and Avhite metal, similar to

the gold and silver shown by the Spaniards, and also for pearls.

Ill' made these youths describe the articles to the youthful prin-

ecss, and begged her, if such yellow and white metals existed in

lier ti.'rritories, to have specimens brought to him.

Tiie princc.ss cheerfully complied, and in a little while several

Indians appeared, laden with tlic supposed treasure. To the

great disappointment of the Spaniards, however, the yellow metal

proved to be a species of copper of a yellowish tint much resem-

bling gold : and the white metal, though a shining substance some-

what of the appearance of silver, was extremely light, and crumbled

in the hand like dry earth. Some have supposed it xvas a species
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GREAT DISCOVERY OF PEARLS. 229

of quartz, but it is probable that it i^-as mica. Tims vanished of a

sudden the golden treasures of Cofachiqui.

To console the 'Spaniards under their evident disappoint-

mentj the princess pointed out a kind of temple or mausoleum,

at one end of the village, and informed them that it was the

sepulchre of all tlie chieftains and great warriors of the place,

and was adorned within witli great quantities of pearls
;
and

that at another village called Talomeco, about a league distant,

the ancient seat of territory, was a still larger mausoleum, in

which all her ancestors were interred, and which contained still

greater quantities of pearls, all which she assured the governor

should be cntirclj at his disposal.

De Soto was in some degree consoled by tlic news of these

immense hoards of pearls for his disappointment in respect to

gold; though even as to the latter, many of his followers did not

give up their hopes, insisting that there were veins of gold in the

copper and brass of the countr}\ They were destitute, however,

f f aquafortis, or touchstones, to assay them.

Juan de Anasco, the Contador, or royal accountant of the

expedition, being absent, the governor deferred visiting the

temple until he should be present in his oflicinl capacity. In the

mean time, he placed trusty persons to keep watch round the

edinee by day and night.

As soon as Anasco returned, the governor visited the mau-

soleum, accompanied by the officers of tlie royal revenue, and a

number of his principal officers and soldiers. These editlcc.s

were of great magiritude—that at Talomeco being a hundred

paces in length, and forty in breadth, with lofty roofs of ree<l.

At the entrance to this latter temple or mausoleum, were gigantic

statues of wood carved with considerable skill, the largest being
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230 CONQUEST OF FLOFJDA.

twelve feet in lieiglit. TLcy were armed with various weapons

and stood in threatening attitudes, with ferocious looks. The

interior of the temple was likewise decorated with statues of

various shapes and sizes, and a great profusion of conclis and dif-

ferent kinds of sea and river shells.

Around the sepulchre were henehes, on which were wooden

clients, skilfully wrought, but without locks or hinges. In these

wer<* tlte bodies of the departed caciques and chieftains of Cofa-

( Iiiqui, left to their natural decay
;
for these edifices were merely

used a.s charnel-houses. Beside these chests, there wore smaller

ones, and baskets wrought of cane, which were filled with valu-

able furs and Indian robes of dressed skins, and mantles madcwof

the inner rind and bark of trees, and others of a species of grass,

vhi<‘h; vlien beaten, was not unlike flax. There were -others

formed with feathers of various colors, which the natives wore

during the winter. But above all, they contained pearls of

ovt ry size, and in incredible quantities, together with the figures

of oliildrvn and birds made of j^carl. The Portuguese narrator

s.iV'**, they obtained fourteen bushels of pearls, and that the

f'-male cacique assured them, if they searched the neighboring

Nillagcs, they might find enough to load all the horses of the

army Nor is the Inca less extravagant in his account. All

this, however, must be taken with a largo deduction for the

< i.i'jgoratson with which the riches of the new world were

alwavs dc'Cribed by the discoverers, when beyond the power of

I
roof*

Tlie intendants of the revenue would ‘have made general

'poll of these precious articles had not Be Soto interfered. He

* ?ay.^, there wa.s a gi'cat (puinrlty
;
but that they were spoiled by

t iHfii u Icjigr tuue under ground.
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DIVISION OF SPOIL. 231

represented that they Avere at present merely discovering the

country, not dividing it, and having to make their Avay through

a vast wilderness, it would not do to burden themselves with

treasure. They should, therefore, only take specimens of these

riches to send to Havana, and leave eA’cry thing in the temples

in their present state, until they came to colonize and make a

settlement, when all should he properly divided, and the fifth of

the amount be set apart for the croAvn. He distributed, how*

hoAA'ever, handfuls of large pearls among his officers, exhorting

them to make rosaries of them, and permitted the officers of the

crown to retain a large quantity which they had already Aveighed

out.

Annexed to this great sepulchre Av^erc scATral buildings,

Avhich served as armories, containing Aveapons of A'arious kinds,

all arranged in great order. The whole eistablishnient Avas main-

tained with exact care, and evidently Avas in the charge of nu-

merous attendants.

While ransacking these depositories of arms^ the Spaniard.'^,

to their astonishment, found a dagger and several coats of mail.

Nothing could equal their surprise at meeting Avith these Euro-

pean relics in the heart of this unknown Avildcrness. Tliey

questioned the Indians eagerly on the subject. The latter

informed them that many years before, a number of AA'hitc men

like themselA'Cs had landed at a sea-port, about tAvo days’ journey

from thence. That the commander of the party died soon after

landing, Avhereupon groat factions and braAvl.s took place among

his folloAvers, for the command, in which scA^eral AA’ore slain
;

the

rest had roas.sombled on board of their vessel, and put to sea.*

* AVo found in the town a dag-^or nnd some coat-s cf mail
;
wlicrvupon the

luJuvis told u.s, that nuuiy year.s before, the Ckristiani had landed In a port
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CONQUEST OF FLOIirDA.

The Spaniards pondered over these facts, and determined

that tlie white men in question must have been the unfortunate

Lucas A'asqucz de Ayllon, and his ill fated followers, and those

experienced in maritime affairs gave it as their opinion, that, from

the course of the river which passed by Cofachiqui, it must be

the same whicli on the sea-coast was called the St. Ilclena.f

Klatcd with the riclies they liad found, they urged the gov-

ernor to stop here and create a colony. The country was fertile,

tliey might establish a lucrative pearl fishery, and carry on a

trade with Spain from the seaport at the mouth of the river.

Dc Soto persisted, liowever, in his original plan of making an

exploring tour and meeting Maldonado at the port of Acusi, ac-

cording to appointment. lie observed that the surrounding coun-

try would not afford provisions for a month, that it would always

be open for them to return to in case they slioiild find none richer,

and that, in the mean time, the Indians would sow their land

witli maize in greater plenty.

After a long sojourn, therefore, in this fertile and opulent

province, Do Soto prepared for his departure. During the time

of his sojourn several broils had taken place between his people

and the natives. These had originated in the ill conduct of some

two days’ joumoy froni thence (this was certainly Aiflhan, who undertook the

coiKp.ie-t of Florida), that the governor died upon his landing, which occa-

.‘•lom d great factions, divisions, and slaughter amongst the chief gentlemen

tliat h.id followed him, every one pretending to the .supreme command, so that at

longdi they left tlie ]>ort, and returned to Spain, without discovering the

corjitiy'.

—

Porti/jursc Tlclcilion, c. 14.—LomL 1GS6. Biedma, in II. Ternaux-

Cornp;ui.-5, p, 6*7.

f Kl rio caudalo.so, qne pasava por Cofachiqui, decian los hombres

Mara.eros, qne entre c*to.s E-paiioles ibnn, qtic era el qne cu la co>ta llamavari

de J?anta Elena, no porque lo snjdesen do cierto, sino quo, segtin su viage, les

para<da que era el. Garcilaso’de la Vega, Tab. iii. c. 13.
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DISAFFECTiOX OF THE NATIVES. 233

of the low and base-inindcd of the soldiery
:
probably in their

rapacious eagerness for gain. They had produced a general ill

will among the Indians toward their guests, and change in the

feelings of the young and high-minded princess
;
who, instead of

evincing her usual kindness and hospitality, grev/ cold and indif-

ferent in her conduct, and appeared to eye the Spaniards with

great distrust. I)c Soto remarked this change, and received pri-

vate intelligence, that the princess was about to take to flight, and

leave him witliout guides for liis march, or porters for the bag-

gage of the army. As his route would lie througli various tracts

of country under her dominion, any hostility on her part or on

that of her subjects, could not but prove extremely embarrassing.

He determined, therefore, to adopt a precaution, more than once

practised in tlie course of his expedition, and which the Span-

iards had found efiicacious in their Mexican and Peruvian con-

quests
;
which was to secure the person of the Sovereign, by way

of insuring the peaceful conduct of the people. Accordingly,’ he

placed a guard round the person of the female cacique, and sig-

nified tOjher, that she was to accompany him ir his march; but

while he thus detained her as a hostage, he took care that she

should be attended with the respect and ceremony due to her

rank. The polic}- of this measure was apparent in the ces.^atioii

of all brawls between the Spaniards and the natives
;
and in the

gooi treatment which the army experienced during its subsequent

march through the territories of the princess.

N o T n.

In detailing the march of the Spanuud.<, ui search <;f Cofaohiqni, v>-o have

as usual availed oui 'elvo.s both of the Sj)ani-li and Portuguese narration'^, ro-

ctmciling tlicm as far as pos-ihle, and exerting om- judgment -where they vary

from each other. Nothing is more por{)loxing than to make cut the route in
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confomiity to modem landmarks. Tlie dLcovery of the coats of mail and

daijger, tlie relics of the unfortunate Ayllon and hU comrades, tlu'ows an

une.xpected light upon one part of their route, and shows tliat tlie province of

Cofachicpa was at no very great distance from the sea-coast of Georgia, or

South Carolina
;
though it could not have been witlj'm two days’ jomney, as

the Foriuguese narrator uitiinato-s. The armor and weapons of Ayllon and

liis* followers had probably been divided among the savages, and carried as

trophies into the interior. The river which passed by Cofacliiqui, and which

tlie Spiuilards .sujiposed to be the St. Helena, has been variously conjectured

to bo, the Ocoue, the Ogeechee, and the Savannah. Colonel Pickett, in a note

to the lir<t cliapter of his History of Alabama, says that all Indian tradition

places the town of Cofacliiqui on the cast bank of the Savannah—at the

moddii Silver Bluff, Barnwell District, South Carolina. About 1735, a young

Irishman—George Gilpin—settled upon the ruins of Cofacliiqui, and gave it

tlie name of Silver Bluff, owing to the tradition, that De Soto and Ins troops

.searched there for silver in the bed of the river, and among the various strata

of the Bluff, some of wliich rcsembleel silver ore. As to the stores of vast

quantities of pearls foiuid in the Temples, and said to abound in the villages*

they pa^s our belief
;
yet both Spanish and Portuguese narrators arc very

positive and circimistantial in their account of them.



vS v1‘

.ur:no,n tCKisauiJV'.oo
^£!

' • IP .iliMlI lUl .'T>N.M <•>>

fci 5-1 ..;•••-
ud, .» o...

:7t
,n .^.dmioiViJi o»! miHiw «.»J >«

" j .,,,1 „l,

Ur. s4t,^io **^“*.'r «•*«<!••'••«

yaJ lr'‘Ulft’> I /.>V'*‘**"‘ * -> rr
*

'loitolvii '•'fj' ('Jlii

livulw hi. .Li! Mb. i Vl '-'^
„;i,„.,K|.,u. li.Wmr.1?! -<1>

L-iTl'toiin... 71.II-. .P1 K«l
, ,„,, ,5,„.a/ ...li -J *>

p. .. ...•J- K U>.|. J ..Uirn.

'f,7';
\,' l„,h U.;. -I. .•

,„.;,i|.. •> .rrr.’! 'ri »l« »“>> « t“'
dUdldlJA ^ ^'7,0 V. « »«1 ' "“'l

I
;

:".0 <HP.«
«. >-

i, O lo parin IP-.,!.

,,, ;„',Ji ~1 .

«•,>,>. .1.1 !.r. 0»»1- M u.,u
> ,

« J>
p,„„ . 0^ ... n.

„.-.v " ;•
.uw >i«.i lo



CHAPTErv XLIX.

THE SPANIARDS RESUME THEIR MARCH THE PRINCESS OF COFACIUQUI

CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE A MUTINY THE ARMY TRAVERSE THE

TEUvllITORY OF THE CHEROKEES ESCAPE OF THE YOUNG PRIN-

CESS JUAN TERRON AND IIIS PEARLS.

1540 .

On the third of May, 1540, De Soto again set forward on his ad-

venturous course, taking with him the beautiful Princess of

Cofiichitpi and her train.* Ilis route now lay towards the north

or northwest, in the direction of tlie province of Cosa, whicli was

said to be at the distance of twelve days’ journey. As the coun-

try through which they were to march w'as represented as bare

of provisions, Gonzalo Silvcstrc and two other cavaliers were

detached, with a large body of horse and foot, to visit a village,*

twelve leagues distant, where there was a great deposit of grain,

with which they v.'ore to load themselves and rejoin the main

army.

TIic captivity of the princess is given on the authority of the Portu-

guese narrator; the Inca Garcilaso do la Vega makes no mention of it. llio

Portugue.'e narrator intimates that the juince^s wa.s tivate.I with, neglect

;

but this i.s contraiy' to tlic general conduct of Dc Soto to'.vard.- the cacique.s

vvliom he detained as hn.stage-<.
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Silvestrc and liis companions accomplished their errand, and

'having taken as much maize as they could carry, hastened tc

rejoin the army, but were five days before they came upon its

traces. 'When they did so, they found that the army had con-

tinued on, and must be a considerable distance ahead. Here

some difficulties occurred. The foot-soldiers were eager to press

forward, but the troopers demurred. Three of their horses were

hunc and unable to travel fast, and it would not do to leave them

behind, for tliey were considered tlie nerves and sinews of the

army, not merely from their real services, but from the extreme

awe and dread with which they inspired the savages.

A mutinous spirit evijiced itself, for a time, among the foot-

soldiers, who dreaded being separated from the main force, and

set forward by themselves in a tumultuous manner. The cap-

tains, however, threw themselves before them, and with difficulty

compelled them to continue with the troopers, who were obliged

to observe a slow pace, proportioned to the condition of the

maimed horses.

On the following day, as they were marching under the heat

of a noontide sun, there suddenly rose a violent hurricane, with

tremendous thunder and li"htnin£r, and hail of sudi size as to

wound and bruise severely wherever it struck. The Spaniards

sheltered themselves under their bucklers, or took refuge under

some large trees which were at hand. Fortunately, the hurricane

was as brief as it was violent
;
yet they were so severely battered

and bruised b}’’ the hailstones, that they remained encamped for

the remainder of that and the ensuing day.

They resumed their march on the morning of the third day,

]*assing through various deserted hamlets, and, at length, crossed

the frontiers of a'provincc, called Xuala, where, to their great joy
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they found the Adclantado and his troops encamped in a beauti-

ful Talley, and awaiting their arrival.

De Soto, in the course,of his march, had passed through the

province of Achalaquc,* the most wretched country, says the

Portuguese narrator, in all Florida. The inhabitants were a

feeble, peaceful race, and nearly naked. They lived principally

on herbs and roots, and wild-fowl which they killed with their

bow and arrows. Their cacique brought the governor two deer

skins, and seemed to think them a considerable present. Wild

hens abounded in such quantities, that in one village the inliabit-

ants brought the governor seven hundred. f 3Iost of the

inhabitants of this miserable province had fled to the woods on

the approacli of the Spaniards, leaving few in their villages, except-

ing the old, the blind, and the infirm.

The army remained several days in Xuala, to recruit the

horses. I The principal village, bearing the same * name as the

province, was situated on the skirts of a mountain, with a small

but rapid river flowing by it. Here the Spaniards found maize in

abundance, as well as the different kinds of fruits and vegetables

common to the country.

This place was under the domination of the youthful princess

of Cofacliiqui
;
and here, as every where else along the route, the

Spaniards found the benefit of having her with them. She was

* Spelt Clialaque in the Portuguese narration. Supposed to be tlic bar-

ren country of the Clierokt^es. A. B. IVIeek, Esq., says this is the actual name

now used by the Cherukec Indiaus to designate tlieir country. See “ Sketches

of the History' of Alabama,” in the Soutluon, Januaiy”, 1839.

j- Endently the species of Crouse commonly called the Prairie Hen.

f Xuala, or Choula, is supposed to have been on the site of the pn'sert

town of Qualatehe, at the smiroe of the C.itahootehe river. Col. Pickett s.ay3

it wa3 probably in Haber.sham county.

Vide MPulIoclfs Researelios, Appendix, III.
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always treated with great reverence by the inhabitants of the

villages, who, at her command, furnished the army with provi-

sions, and with porters to carry the baggage. And here, it is

proper to observe, that De Soto endeavored, on all occasions, as

far as liis means permitted, to requite the kindness of the natives

;

making presents to such of the chieftains as treated him with

amity, and especially leaving with each of them a couple of svrine,

male and female, from which to raise a future stock.

On leaving Xuala, a number of the inhabitants accompanied

the Spaniards, ladim with provisions. The first day’s march was

tlirougli a country covered with fields of maize of luxuriant growth.

Do Soto had inclined his route to tlie westward, in search of a

province called Quexale, where the territories of the princess, or

ratlier of her tributary caciques, ended. 'While the}'’ were on their

march, the female cacique alighted from the litter on which she

was borne, and eluding the Indian slaves who had charge of her,

fic<l into the deptiis of a neighboring forest. Her escape is re-

lated by the Portuguese narrator, but no particular reason is

given for it; probably, she dreaded being carried away captive

beyond the bounds of her dominions. What seems to have caused

some regret to the Spaniards, if we may believe the Portuguese

historian, was, that she took with her a small box made of reeds,

called by the Indians Petaca. which was full of beautiful uu-

pierced pearls, of great value.* Two negro slaves and a Parbary

Moor accompanied her in her flight, and, as was afterwards under-

stood, were harbored and concealed by the natives, who rejoiced

to liave any thing remain among tliem, that had belonged to the

wliite men.

Huring the next five days they traversed a chain of eo.sv

* Portuguese Narration, c. 15.
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mountains, covered v/Itli oak and mulberry trees, with intervening

valleys, rich in pasturage, and irrigated by clear and rapid streams.

These mountains were twenty leagues across, and quite uninhab-

ited.* In the course of their weary march through this unin-

habited tract, a foot-soldier, calling to a horseman, Vvdio was his

friend, drew forth from his wallet a linen bag, in which were six

pounds of pearls, probably fdched from one of the Indian sepul-

chres. These he offered as a gift to his comrade, being heartily

tired of carrying them on his back, though he had a pair of broad

shoulders, capable of bearing the burden of a mule. The horse-

man refused to accept so thoughtless an offer. *• Keep them

yourself.” said he, you have most need of them. The governor

intends shortly to send messengers to Havana; you can forward

these presents and have them sold, and three or four horses and

marcs purchased for you with the proceeds, so that you need no

longer go on foot.”

Juan Terrou was piqued at having his offer refused. •• Well,”

said he, if you will not have them, I swear I will not carry them,

and they shall remain here.” So saying, he untied the bag, and,

whirling around as if he were sowing seed, scattered the pearls

in all directions among the thickets and herbage. Tlieii putting

up the bag in his wallet, as if it was more valuable tliaii the jicarbs,

* Probably the termination of the Apalacliian or Allegany range, running

tlirough tlic nortlieni part of Georgia. Martin, in his History of Loui.-iana, makes

the Spanianl.s travei'se the State of Tennessee, anJ even penetrate the State of

Kentucky, as far north as the thirt}'-.seventh Jegre<! of north latitude. This .-up-

position is evidently erroneous, as both tlie Portuguese .and Spaui-h chroniclers

st.ate, tliat, Ironi the province of Xuala De Soto struck in a we.stcrly direc-

tion, and we find liim in a fov/ days on the bank.s of the river Canasaug;i.

P)elknap, Vol. i. p. ISt), suggest.s that the Sj)aniards cro.<sed tlie mountains

within the thirty-fifth <h'grec of latitude.
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he marched on, leaving his comrade and the other hy-standera

astonished at his folly.

The soldiers made a hasty search for the scattered pearls, and

recovered thirty of them. When they hchcld their great size

and beauty, none of them being bored and discolored, they la-

mented that so many of them had been lost; for the whole would

hayc sold in Spain for more than six thousand ducats. This

egregious folly gave rise to a common proverb in the army, that

there are no pearls for Juan Terron.” The poor fellow himself

became an object of constant jest and ridicule, until at last, made

sensible of his absurd conduct, he implored them never to banter

him further on the subject.*

* Garcilaso clc la Yega, L. iil c. xz.
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ClIAriER I.

AllRIVAL OF THE ARMY AT GUAXULE RECEPTION OF THE SPANIARDS

BY THE CACIQUE OP ICTIIAIIA TWO TROOPERS DISPATCHED TO

THE MOUNTAINS IN SEARCH OF GOLD, AND WHAT SUCCESS THEY

HAD.
1540.

lI.vviNG made their way over this mountainous waste, the army

reached the province of Guaxule. When within half a league of

the principal town, they discovered the cacique approaching, fol-

lowed by a train of five hundred warriors, arrayed in rich mantles

of various skins, and adorned with gayly-colored feathers. In this

state he advanced to the governor,* received him with great cour-

tesy, and escorted him to his village, which consisted of three

hundred houses. It stood in a pleasant spot, bordered by small

streams that took their rise in the adjacent mountains. Tlie

governor was quartered in the house of the cacique, which stood

on a mound, and was surrounded by a terrace, wide enough for

six men to go abreast.

Here Do Soto halted four days to obtain information respect-

ing the neighboring country
;
during which time the cacique made

him a present of three hundred dogs, the flesh of which the Span-

iards used as food
;
though they were not eaten by the natives.*

* Portuguese Relation, c. 15. Piedrna, in II. Torncaux-Compans, p. 69.
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The many streams that traverse this province soon mingled their

waters, and formed a grand and po\verful river, along which the

arm}' resumed their journey.*

On the second day of their march, they entered the small town

of Canasauga.f where they were met by twenty Indians, bearing

ba.skets of mulberries, a fruit which abounded in this region, as

did likewise the nut and plum trees. Continuing forward for five

days, through a desert country, on the 25th of June they came

in sight of Ichiaha.;|; thirty leagues from Guaxule.

This village stood, on one end of an island, more than five

leagues in length. The cacique came out to receive the governor,

and gave him a friendly welcome
;
his warriors treated the sol-

diers in the same kind and frank manner. They crossed the

river in many canoes, and on rafts prepared for the purpose, and

were quartered by the Indians in their houses. Most of the sol-

diers, however, encamped under the trees around the village, and

tlieir worn-out horses enjoyed rich and abundant pasturage in the

ncigliboring meadows. The Spaniards found in this village a

!Mr. M'Cullodi suggests that this river was the Etowee, wliidi falls uito

the Coosa.

f Thi.s Indian village lias probably given the name to the Connesaugo, one

of tlie small tributaries of the river Coosa.—Vide 5Ir. M‘Culloch’s Researches,

p. 52.1

+ Tills is spelt Cliudia in the Portuguese Nan-ation. Colonel rdekett says

it is tlic site of the modern town of Rome, and that De Soto had now reached

the conlluenoe of the Co.-tanaulaand Etow.ali, which make the Coosa, and that

the Spmiiards mistook the peninsula on which the village stood for an island.

A. r>. Meeks also states, that there is no such island now in the Coosa, and

tlunks it probable tliat tlic Spaniards either mistook the peninsula formed by

tlio junction of the two rivers for an island, or that these two rivers were

originally united, so ns to form an island near their present continence. He
adds, that lie has hoard this hUter sujiposition a.sserted by two persons well ac-

quainted with the country.
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quantity of bears’ grease preserved in pots, and likewise oil made

from the walnut, and a pot of honey. The latter they had not

seen before, nor did tliey ever again meet with it during their

wanderings.

While in the town of Ichiaha, tlie governor, as usual, was

diligent in his inquiries after tlie precious metals. In reply, the

caeique informed him, that about thirty miles to the northward

there was a province called Chisca, where there were mines of

copper, and also of another metal of the same color, but finer and

brighter. It was not used by the natives as much as copper, be-

cause it was softer, but they sometimes melted them together.

This intelligence aroused the attention of De Soto. It agreed

witli what he had been told at Cofachi(pii, where he had met with

small axes of copper, mingled with gold. He determined to set

off in search of the mines, but the cacique informed him tliat to

reach tlicm he would ifavo to traverse an uninhabited wildcrnc.ss,

and mountains impassable for horses'. He advised him, therefore,

to send persons to visit the province of Chisca, and offered to

furnish them with guides.

He Soto adopted liis advice. Juan de Villalobos and Fran-

cisco de Silvera, two fearless soldiers, fortliwith volunteered for

the enterprise, and accordingly set oft' on foot, leaving their horses

behind, as they would only delay and embarrass them in the rough

country they would have to traverse.

After an absence of ten daj’S, they returned to the camp, and

made their report. Their route had lain part of the way through

excellent laud for gnwu and pasturage, where they had been well

received and feasted by the natives. They had found among

them a buffalo hide, an inch in thickncs.s. with hair as soft as the

wool of a sheep, which, as usual, they mistook for the hide of a

11
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beef. In the course of their journey they had crossed mountains,

80 rugged and precipitous that it would be impossible for the

army to traverse them. As to the yellow metal of which they

had heard, it proved to be nothing but a fine kind of copper or

brass, such as they had already met with
;
but from the appear-

ance of the soil, they thought it probable both gold and silver

might exist in the neighborhood.*

* Garcilaso de la Vega, L. iii. c. 20. Portuguese Relation, c. 16. The

mouiitains liore mentioned are supposed to be the Lookout Moimtain.s, part of

the Appalachian cliaiu, running through tlie northern part of Alabama. The

exiateuce of gold in various parts of the Soutliern States, ascertained of late

years, proves that many of these Indian reports were founded in truth.
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I

CH.\PTER LI.

THE MANNER IN WHICH THE INDIANS EXTRACTED THE PEARLS FROM

THE SHELL GENEROSITY OF A SOLDIER WHAT DEFELL LUIS

BRAVO DE XER^S WHILE FISHING.

1640.

During the time that De Soto had remained at the village

awaiting the return of the two soldiers from the mines, several

circumstances had occurred. The cacique came one day to the

governor, bringing him a present of a string of pearls, two arm.s

in length. The pearls were as large as filberts, and, had they not

been bored by means of fire, would have been of immen.se value.

De Soto thankfully received them, and in return presented the

Indian with pieces of velvet and cloth of various colors, and

other Spanish trifles, held in much esteem by the natives. In

reply to the demand of the governor, the cacique said that the

pearls were obtained in the neighborhood
;
that in the sepulchre

of his ancestors were amassed a prodigious quantity, and that

they were welcome to carry away as much as they pleased. The

Adelantado thanked him for his good will, but replied that much

as ho wished for pearls, ho never would insult the sanctuary of

their ancestral tombs to obtain them
;
and added, that ho only

accepted the string of pearls as a present from his hands,
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As Do Soto expressed a curiosity to see the maimer of ex

tracting the pearls from the shells, the caeic[iie instantly dispatch-

ed forty canoes to fish for oysters during the night. At an early

hour next morning, a quantity of wood was gathered and piled up

on the banks of the river, and being set on fire, was speedily re-

duced to glowing coals. As soon as the canoes arrived, the coals

were spread out and the oysters laid upon them. They soon

opened with the heat, and from some of the first thus opened the

Indians obtained ten or twelve pearls as large as peas, which they

brought to the governor and cacique, who were standing together

locking on. The pearls were of a fine Cjuality, jiut somewhat dis-

colored by the fire and smoke. The Indians were prone also

to injure their pearls, by boring them with a heated copper instru-

ment.

De Soto having gratified his curosity, returned to his quarters

to partake of the morning meal. While eating, a soldier entered

with a large pearl in his hand, lie had stewed some oysters, and

in eating them felt this pearl between his teeth. Not liaving

been injured by fire or smoke, it retained its beautiful wliitenoss,

and was so large and perfect in its form that several Spaniards,

who pretended to be skilled in these matters, declared it would

be worth four hundred ducats in Spain. The soldier would have

given it to the governor to present to his wife, Dona Isalicl do

Dobadilla, but De Soto declined the generous offer, advising the

soldier to preserve it until he got to Havana, where he might

purchase horses and many otlier things with it
;

moreover, in

reward of his liberal disposition. Do Soto insisted upon paying

the fifth of the value, due to the crown.*

Col. PicKCtt .says, ‘‘ The oy.->tor meutiuned was the muscle to bo found

wi all the ri\crs of Alabama. Heaps of muscle slicllsaro now to he seen on
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DEATH OF MATEOS. 247

About this time, a cavalier, one Luis Bravo de Xeres, stroll-

ing, with lance in hand, along a plain bordering on the river, saw

a small animal at a short distance, and launched his weapon at it.

The lance missed the mark, but, slipping along the grass, shot

over the river bank. Luis Bravo ran to recover his lance, but to

his horror found it had killed a Spaniard, who had been fishing with

a reed on the margin of the river, at the foot of the bank. The

steeled point of the lance had entered one temple and came out

at the other, and the poor Spaniard had dropped dead on the

spot. Ilis name was Juan iMateos; he was the only one in the

expedition that hc^l gray hairs, from whicli circumstance he was

universally called father Mateos, and respected as such, ills

unfortunate death was lamented by the whole army.

our river hanks wherever Lilians used to live. They were much used hy tlie

ancient Indi;ui.s for some purpose, and old warriors have informed me that theh

ancestors once used the shells to temper the clay with which they made tlu'ir

vessels. But as thousands of the shells lie banked up, some deep in tlie

ground, we may also suppose that the Indians, in De Soto’s time, cverA-Avliero

in Alabama, obtained pearls from them. There can be no doubt alx»ut the

quantity of pearls found m this Shite and Georgia, in lolO, but they were ut ;i

coarser and less valuable kind than the Spaniards supposed. The luvlians u-cd

to perforate them with a heated copper spindle, and string them round th* ir

necks and anas like beads. Others made toy biibics and birds of them.”—Sv e

“ History of Ahibama,’’ by A. J. I’ickett.
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CILtflER Lll.

HOW THEY WERE TREATED BY THE CACIQUE OF ACOSTE, AT WHOSE

VILLAGE THEY ARRIVED—THE MANNER IN WHICH THE YOUNG

CACIQUE COSA CAME FORTH TO MEET THEM THE INDIANS SHOW

A HOSTILE DISPOSITION—THE CACIQUE COSA ESCORTS THEM TO

TALISE, AND WHY.

1510.

On tlie ensiimg clay, after the return of the soldiers from the

mines of Chisca, the governor departed from the village of Ichiaha,

leaving the natives well contented with the presents they had re-

ceived in return for their hospitality.

This day he marched the length of the Island, and at sunset,

on the 2d of July, came in sight of the village of Acoste, built on

the extreme point.* The army encamped about a cross-bow shot

from the town, while De Soto proceeded, accompanied by a guard

of eight troopers, to visit the cacif|uo. This chieftain was a

fierce warrior, and placed himself in battle array, at the head of

* Tlic Portuguese narrator says, this town was seven d.ays’ journey from

Icluaha, llie Inca is probaldy the nuvst correct, as ho states the lengtli of

the i'l.uid, as he calls it, to be about live leagues, which would not be more
than a day's ntarch. “The Spaniards were now,” says Col. Pickett, “in

Alabama, in the territory' embraced in the cuuuty' of Cherokee, and by the

tide of tlio Coosa, one of our nc'blcst streams.’’
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PERILOUS SITUATION. 249

fifteen hundred of his braves, who were decorated with theii war

plumes, and equipped with arms. He received the governor wdth

great courtesy, and appeared very kindly disposed
;
but w'hile

they were conversing together, some of the foot-soldiers had ar-

rived, and began rifling and pillaging the houses. The Indians,

exasperated at this outrage, seized some war-clubs that were at

hand, and assailed them. De Soto saw at a glance the peril of

his situation, surrounded as he was by enemies. With his wont-

ed presence of mind, he seized a cudgel and began beating his

own men, at the same time that he secretly dispatclicd a trooj>er

to order the horse to arm and come to his rescue. This attack

upon liis own follow^ers, as if he was indignant at their conduct,

reassured the Indians. l)c Soto then prevailed upon the cacitpic

to visit the encampment witli his chief warriors, and no sooner

had the Indians left the village with this intent, than the troopers

surrounded them and carried them oflf prisoners.* 2\otwithstand-

ing their captivity, they maintained an arrogant air, answering

every question insolently, shaking their fists, and insulting the

Spaniards with taunts and menaces, until they lost all patience,

and were only restrained from coming to blows by the carm\st

commands and entreaties of the Adelantado. Tliis night tlu-y

posted sentries, and kept as vigilant a w'atch as though they were

in an enemy’s country.

On the following day, the Indians were more peaceable and

friendly, and the caciquS furnished the governor with maize for

his journey, and offered him any thing else in liis dominions. A

message received from Ichiaha was the cause of this civility. l)e

Soto thanked him for his offer, liberated him and his warriors,

and in return for the maize, made him presents that greatly

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 10.
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260 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

pleased him. The same morning they left the village, and crossed

the river on rafts and in canoes, rejoiced at having extricated

themselves from this village •without any bloodshed.

They now traversed more than a hundred leagues of a fertile

and populous province, called Cosa,* journeying at the rate of

four leagues a day
;
sometimes lodging in the hamlets, sometimes

camping in the fields. Throughout the whole distance they were

treated with the utmost kindness by the inhabitants, who quar-

tered them in their houses, supplied their wants, and escorted

them from one village to another. In this way they travelled

for twenty-four days, until they came in sight of the village of

Cosa, from which the province took its name. This was the resi-

dence of the cacique, from whom they had received repeated and

friendly messages in the course of their journey. He came forth

to meet them in a kind of litter, borne upon the shoulders of four

of his chief warriors. From his shoulders hung a mantle of mar-

tin skins, fashioned much after the manner of the mantles worn

by Sjianish females, and on his head was a diadem of feathers.

Several Indians walked beside his rude chariot, singing and play-

ing upon instriimcuts.t

He was a young man about t\venty-six years of age, of fine

person and noble countenance, and was attended by a train of i

thousand warriors, tall and well formed, as were generally the

people of this country. They were in their finest array, with

lofty plumes of ricli and varied colors, and mantles of various fine

Ekins, many of them of martins, scenting of musk. They were

* lliis embraced the present counties of Benton, Talladega, Coosa, .and

lulLipoosa.—Sec “Sketches of the Ilistorv of Alabama,” by A. B. Mock.

E>q.

f Portuguese Relation, c. 16.
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BEAUTIFUL INDIAN VILLAGE. 251

marshalled in squadrons, and, with their gay plumes waving in the

breeze, made a brilliant appearance.

The village was situated on the banks of a river,* amidst

green and beautiful meadows, irrigated by numerous small

streams. The country around was populous and fruitful
;

the

houses were well stored with maize and a small kind of l,>ean ;

and fields of Indian corn extended from village to village. There

were plums of various kinds ; some like those of Spain, others

peculiar to the country. Grape vines clambered to the tops of

the trees which overhung the river. There were others in the

fields, with low stocks and very large sweet grapes.

f

The village contained five hundred dwelling.s, and as they wore

very spacious the captains and soldiers were all accommodated.

The governor was fpiartercd in the residence of the cacitpie.

De Soto often took the precaution in populous villages, where

there was any danger to be apprehended from the inhabitants, to

surround the cacique with guards, which kept him in a kind of

honorable durance, and prevented his escaping to any fastness. In

this way he served as a hostage to insure the peaceful conduct

of his subjects. It was also a part of the governors policy, a.s

has been already shown, to carry the cacique along with him. as

he marched through his dominions
;
by which mcams he .secured

a supply of guides from the villages, and of Indians to attend

* Supposed to be the river Coosa, which takes its rise in t!»o Appal;ichi;4n

inountahis and empties into tlic Alabama. From the site and do.--cri[>tii-n <>f

the village, ^Ir. M‘Cullocli presumes it to be the same called in the maps

“ Old Coosa,'’ situated on the river of the some mmie, in nonli latitude abeut

33° 30'.—Sec M'Cullfxdr.s llcsoarehe'j, p. 525.

f Portuguese Relation, c. IG. This is supposed to have been the same

native grape, called the Isabella, as liich lias since been cultivated.—ATdc Ban-

croft, Ili^t. U. S. .c. 2, p. 5 1.

11
^
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.'io'2

upon the army and carry the baggage. In their marching, the

cacique was always treated with great respect and ceremony, and

had fine raiment given him
;
and, if so inclined, a horse furnished

him on which to ride. On arriving at the territories of another

caci(iue, the preceding one and his subjects were dismissed at the

frontier.

The Indians of Cosa were indignant at the restraint put upon

their cacique
;
and manifested a hostile disposition towards the

Spaniards. Several of them were taken prisoners and put in

chains, but after a little time, the most of them, at the interces-

sion of the cacique, were set at liberty.* After this a good un-

derstanding prevailed, and the Spaniards were hospitably enter-

tained during twelve days that they remained in the village.

The cacique would fain have persuaded the governor to make

this place his residence and seat of government, or at least to

winter there
;
but De Soto was anxious to arrive at the bay of

Achusi, where he had appointed Caj^tain Diego Maldonado to

meet him in the autumn. Since leaving the province of Xuala,

therefore, he had merely made a bend through the country, and

was now striking southwardly for the sea-coast.

During their sojourn in this village, a soldier of low and dis-

solute character deserted, and concealed himself aiiionG; the na-

tives, so that he could not be found. A negro, also, who was too

infirm to travel, was left in charge of the cacique.

f

* Portuguese Relation, c. 10.

f Colonel Pickett say.«, “ Tlie negro left at Cosa was not the only memo-
rial of De Soto that remained with these people. George Stiggius, whose

mother was a Natchez Indian, and whose father was a Scotchnnui, was born

in the 1’alladega country. Ho was a fair Englisli scholar, and a pretty good

Writer. He had been for years engaged in writing a history of the Creeks,

and died some years ago, leaving it in an unfinished state. His son ])crmitted
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ARKIVAL AT TALISE. 253

On the 20th of August, the governor departed from Cosa,

taking 'witli him, as usual, the cacique and many of his warrior®

with a train of his subjects, bearing provisions. At one of the

villages, named Ullabali, a number of Indian braves came forth,

painted and plumed, with bows and arrows in their hands. They

welcomed the Spaniards in the name of their cacique, and escorted

the governor into the town, where he found all their men in arms,

and judged b}^ their hostile looks that they meditated some out-

break. In fact, he was afterwards informed that they had in-

tended to attempt the rescue of the cacique Cosa, had he seemed

to approve their design; but the cacique gave them no encourage-

ment.* The army continued forward to the frontier town of

Talise.f

This was an important Indian post, fortified with ramjiarts of

earth and strong palisades, and situated on the bank of a very

rapid river, which nearly surrounded it. Though subject to the

cacique of Cosa, it was represented as being disaffected to hi.s

rule, and inclined to revolt in favor of a powerful chieftain of the

neighborhood named Tascaluza.J It was supposed, therefore,

me to poruse it one day. Stiggins asserts tliat the Talladegas luid, at a l.iN*

day, a brass kettle-drum and several sLiekls, ulueh uioe lx.lunged to ila*

army of Do Soto, ami tliat he had of:en seen them, Tlie Cosas us<'d tlu'u

as trophies in their annual festivals. Be^^iJes these, Do Soto left hou's a.ml

sometimes cattle among the xVlabama to\vu.% and such is the origin t»f the'**

animals among the IndLans, Horses and mules were too valuable to bo given

away.

* Portuguese Relation, c. lY.

f Supposed to be the same with Tallas.-ee, lying at the elN>\v of Tala-

p<x>sa river, llie same name h.as always been aj>plicd to the spot by the

Indians. M'Cnllfx’b, p. 5'25. Spelt in the Portuguese Xarrati(»ii, Talli'O.

Mr. Meek says, tliis name is a pure Choetaw compoiuid w<>nl, fr<'rn

7'usca, warrior, ami Lusa, Loosa, black. . xVnd be thinks that tliis and ^evcral

other words proves that the Indians montio'io l in the to.vt were of the same

trilxj as tlie presi'ut CluK'taws.
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that the cacique of Cosa had gladly accompanied the Spaniards to

this frontier town, in hopes of overawing his refractory subjects,

and even his formidable neighbor, by appearing in company with

such redoubtable allies.
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CHAriER LIU.

niE GIGANTIC CHIEFTAIN TUSCALUZA IIIS HAUGHTY FECrPTION OF

THE SPANIARDS GREAT SUFFERINGS OF THE ARMY FOR THE

• WANT OF SALT STRANGE MALADY OCCASIONED THEREBY.

1510.

Tuscaluza, the cacique on avIiosc frontiers tlie Spanianhs liaJ now

arrived, appears to have been one of the most potent, proud, and

warlike of the native chieftains of the south. His territories must

have comprised a great part of what are now the States of Alabama

and Mississippi, and he is one of the few of the native heroes w!io

have left local memorials behind them. The river Tu.<^cah,H'-a.*

which waters his native valley, bears his name, and it lias likt •

wise been given to the capital of the State.

This chieftain had heard, with solicitude, of the approach of

the Spaniards to his territories, and probably feared some hos-

tility on their part, in combination with his rival, the cacique of

Cosa. He sent, therefore, his son, a youth of eighteen year' ot

age, attended by a train of warriors, on an embas.'^y to l)e Soto,

proffering him his friendship and services, and inviting him to

his residence, which was about thirteen Icague.s from Tali.'C. The

* Likewise called the Black 'Warrior Favor.
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young ambassador was of a noble stature, taller than any Spaniard

or Indian in the army, and acquitted himself in his mission with

great gract and courtesy. The governor was struck with his ap-

pearance and manners, and received and entertained him in a

di.stingaished manner
;
dismissing him with presents for himself

and his father, and assurances that he accepted the friendship

of the latter and would visit him shortly. He accordingly crossed

the river with his army, in canoes and on rafts, it being too deep

at Talise to be forded, and then set forward on his march, taking

with him a number of the subjects of the cacique of Cosa. As to

the cacique himself, being on the frontiers of his province, he

took a friendly leave of the Spaniards.

On the second night they encamped in a wood, about two

leagues from the village in wdiich the cacique of Tuscaluza was

quartered, which, however, was not the capital of his province.

From hence De Soto set ofl’ at an early hour of the morning for

the village, preceded by his camp-mastcr-gcncral and several of

the cavaliers.

The cacique had already received notice from his scouts, that

the Spaniards were at hand, and had made some preparations to

receive them in state. They found him posted on the crest of a

hill, which commanded a wide view over a rich and beautiful val-

ley. He was seated on a kind of stool, made of wood, somewhat

concave, but without back or arms
;
such was the simple throne

used by the caciques of the country*. Around him stood a hun-

dred of his principal men, dressed in rich mantles and plumes.

Beside him was his standard-bearer, wdio bore on the end of a

lance a dressed deer-skin, stretched out to the size of a buckler.

It was of a yellow color, traversed by three blue stripes. This
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THE HAUGHTINESS OF THE CHIEF. 257

was the great banner of this warrior chieftain, and the only mili-

tary standard that the Spaniards met with throughout tlic whole

of their expedition.

Tusealuza, or Tuscaloosa (to adopt the modern mode of writ-

ing the name), appeared to be about forty years of age
;
and his

person corresponded to the formidable reputation which he bore

throughout the country. Like his son, he was gigantic in his

proportions, being a foot and a half taller than any of his attend-

ants. His countenance was handsome though severe, showing the

loftiness and ferocity of his spirit. lie was broad acro.ss the

shoulders, small at the waist, and so admirably formed, that the

Spaniards declared him altogether the finest looking Indian they

had yet beheld.

The haughty chieftaii; took not the least notice of the cavalier.s

and officers of the camp, who preceded I)e Soto
;
although they

arranged themselves in his presence. The troopers sought in

vain to excite his attention, by making their horses curvet and

caracole as they passed, and sometimes spurring them up to his

very feet. He still maintained the most imperturbable gravity,

or cast his eyes now and then upon them in a haughty and d:<-

dainfiil manner.

When Dc Soto, however, approached, the cacique arose au'l

advanced fifteen or twenty paces to receive him. The goverm'r

alighted and embraced him, and they remained in the same place

conversing, while the troops proceeded to take up the quarters

allotted them, in and about the village. After tliis, the cacique

and tlie governor proceeded, hand in hand, to the quarter.s pre-

pared for the latter, which was in a house near to that ot Fu.sca-

loosa. Here the cacique left him, and retired with hi.s Indians;
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but Do Soto, who knew his haughtj and warlike character, took

care to have a vigilant watch kept upon his movements.*

A strange malady about this time broke out among the Span-

iards, which was attributed to the want of salt; with some the

cunsetpienccs \Ccre fatal. After a little while they were seized

with a low fever, and the surface of the body became discolored

and of a greenish hue, from the breast downw’ard. At the end

of three or four days, their bodies emitted a fetid odor, that might

bo p.erceived at several paces distance, and they perished of a

general mortification of the intestines. A few cases of the kind

spread horror through the camp
;
for no one knew how to treat

the disorder. In this dilemma some adopted a remedy or pre-

ventive, recommended by the Indians
;

a lye made from the ashes

of a certain herb, and used with their food, instead of salt. Those

who made use of this condiment escaped the fatal mortification

of the bowels; others, wdio spurned at it as nauseous, or as the

<|uackery of ignorant savages, fell victims to their prejudices.

Some adopted it, but too late, for when the fever and its accom-

j-aiiying mortification had once seized upon the patient, the lye

was no longer effectual. So much did the Spaniards suffer for

the want of salt during their long marchings in the interior, that

one of the historians of the expedition attributes to this cause

alone the death of more tlian sixty in the course of a year.f

* Garcilaso Je la Vega, L. iil c. 24. Portuguese Relation, c. 17. BicJrna

’ iil H. Teriioaux-Compan.s, p. 71. This iuterosting scene, says Colonel Pickett,

occurred below Line Creek, in the present county of Montgomery.

f Garcilaso do la Vega, L. iv. c. 3.
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CIL\rTEIl LIT.

TUSCALOOSA, IIIS STEED AND RAIMENT HI3 VILLAGE MYSTERIOUS

DISAPPEARANCE OF TWO SOLDIERS ARRIVAL AT THE VILT.AGE

OF JIAUVILA,

1510.

After reposing two clays in tbc village, the governor continueil

his march, accompanied by Tuscaloosa, wlioni he kept with him

for his own security. De Soto ordered, as usual, that a horse

should be provided for the cacique
;

but for some time they souglii

in vain for a steed of sutEcient size and strength to bear so gigan-

tic a rider. At length they found a stout hackney, belonging to

the governor, which, from its powerful frame, was used as a |»aek-

horse
;
yet when the cacique bestrode him his feet nearly toueluMl

the ground. The governor had given Tuscaloosa a drcb.-s of scar-

let cloth, and a flowing mantle of the same, which, with hi.s tow-

ering plumes, added to the grandeur of his appearance, and made

him conspicuous among the steel-clad warriors around him.

At the end of three days’ march, of four leagues each, they

arrived at the principal village, called Tuscaloosa,* from which

the province and the cacique derived their name. It was a strong

place^ituated like Talise, upon a peninsula formed by the wiiid-

* Tliis town is called Piache by the Furtuguosc narrator, and Tazalazaby

Biodnia.



'.YU n-lTTAHO,

"

t-iioi«ren«—aoAJjlv »in—t*3W/ji oXAttsaT* «« ,*siooJ*o*3t
^

.

aoi.xjiv aiiT TA jAViHflA—eaniajoa oa/T to rj*iAaATMA«<r '
.

,,V. Sif ’'^434
•;

• '"*1'

'l'

'

Lvuiuluiy?) toaw^ oJ) ol

mhl diiw M a*3*?ieo9l««>T xd b-.duA^m«?« 4»«<n *W
^

JA.ll ,J«uju M' ,b»Wbio olo8'4 .X>nir^ awQ wi ’«»

liHuw! X»J* *b(U {wnoa lol Jud
;
Bupiaao 9il> ii>l bstiaoiq ad bluod*

-nA9.8 vi uniW ilJja'jiU bna wit JoobiBn* ">0 £»o»J» • ao\ iu«T

o» ^iisii-Sad ,ipaif9i,.l JuoU * tonal **‘&“»*

•darq « .A Lmh a«w ^innil luliovroq iJi nnnJ .doidw .woio-rog odl

Wm.(i). vhn'iu hA »i<I wiJ olKnJ»»<l oupiaw Sd J aodw in ',«W
-ten 1o r,»ib A n^aolinnuiT ooTij bad loaisvoa odT .bouotji odJ

vr») aW iWw ,'j.o*» »J> Io «I»«a« aainoR * l-u« ,<*»'»!?

:/(.r.nt kaa .yjKiino^ia aitHo tiioLflci^ aHi bsLbe

rxTnma KQOOdi^lSnOO CulHgtiomfi «coooia*noo ojIH

X<^A) ?«<.! So ,do%nm ’r(.fib oonM So bM^pdi lA

oi<>^ ^fiao<>^i;•.y«T bd[li» Uqicwnq oiln* Mitu

A *K7y il oiatta *rioa> ba^hob dopitwo ®ai bii«
^.;

l«I A Sift boonol B!n«nia'j(i a floqtf oiil hdicuU^^tl^

m.
yti *a/U4iajuT loa .-w^icrfca wr^tifA odl \4 uib«H ]>t»!li» ^

I



260 COXQUKST OF FLORIDA.

ings of the same river, which had here grown wider and more

powerful*

During the next day they were busily employed in passing

the river on light rafts made of reeds and dry wood, the inhabit-

ant.s not having any canoes. As the river was gentle, the troops

crossed it without difficulty, but the day being exhausted, they en-

camjicd for the night in a beautiful valley about a league beyond.

On the following morning two soldiers were missing. One

of them, named Juan do Villalobos, was much given to wander

away by himself to explore the country, and it was supposed that

they had strayed away together, and been either lost in the woods

or cut off by the natives. De Soto inquired after them of the

Indians who accompanied Tuscaloosa : they were abrupt and in-

solent in their replies. “ Why do you ask us about your people ?”

said they
;

Are we responsible for them ? Did you place them

under our charge

The suspicions of De Soto were the more awakened by these

replies. He had high words with the cacique on the subject, and

threatened to detain him hostage until the Spaniards should be

produced. Seeing this menace was of no avail, he concluded that

the soldiers had been massacred ; and dissembled his indignation

for the present, lest he might create difficulties and delay his

progrc.ss. lie continued forward, therefore, and in company with

Tu.<5caloosa, apparently on amiable terms, but they were secretly

distrustful of each other, and the cacique felt that he was a kind

* Tills was the Alabama River, and it is believed that Tuscaloosa was
t^ituatod near Evans’.s Lauding', in Wilcox county, lliero is a fool on the Ala-

t-arna, al>out sixty lea^mes above its confluence with the Tomboclx>wliicIv

the Chix'taws called Ta-^kaloussas. Here the army may have crossed. Vide
M‘Oulloch, p. 525 ;

Bossus's Travels in Louisiana, p. 282 ;
A. J. Pickett, p. 21

;

A. B. Meek, p. 22.
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of prisoner. In the course of their march, Tuscaloosa dispatched

one of his people ahead, to a town called Mauvila,* under pretext

of ordering a supply of provisions and Indian attendants for the

array. The third day their route had been through a very popu-

lous country, and they were drawing near to Mauvila. At a very

early hour the next morning, De Soto called to him two pick(*d

and confidential men, named Gonzalo Quadrado Xarainillo, and

Diego Yazques, and sent them in the advance, to enter the village,

. observe what was going on there, and await his arrival.

He then mustered a hundred horse and a luindrcd foot as a

vanguard, and set off with them for the village, ordering Luis do

Moscoso, the camp-mastcr-gcncral, to follow speedily with the

residue of the forces. The cacique Tuscaloosa accompanied the

governor
;
being evidently retained about him as a kind of Iiostage.

About eight o’clock in the morning of October the ISth, th('v

arrived before the village of Mauvila.f This was the stronghold

of the cacique, where he and his principal men resided
;
and, be-

ing on the frontiers of his territories, it was strongly fortified.

* Mavillc, in the Portuguese account.

f Tills town is supposed to have stood on the north side of the AlaK-im.i,

and at a jdace now called Choctaw lUuff, in the county of Clarke, al.K'ut

twenty-five niile.s above the junction of that river with the Tomliccbe, w it!. in

a hundred miles froni Pensacola; aud this opinion is strengthened by the l.ict,

that aged Indians in the neighborhood, at the present day, point it out as the

site of the great battle between De Soto and the Mobilians. There is little

doubt that it gave tlie name to the present river and bay of M(»bile. 'j he

letters v and b are often used indillercntlv in Spanish, in place of each oth* r.

and articulated in neimly the .same manner. Charlevobc, in his Junnial Hi —

torique. Let. xxxiii. ]>. 452, .^ay.s, “ Garcilaso de la Vega, dans son lli-t<are de

la FloDdOi parle d'une Pourgado appellee Jfaitrila, la quelle a sans doute

donnd son nom la Kiuere, et ti la nation, qui etait (-tablie sar ses ls>rds.

Ces Mauviliens <:-taicnt alors tiesq tissans
;
i peine en re.-te-ti I adjonrd'hui

quelque.s vcstige.s.” In the account »f the-^c marchings, and of the tdfairs at
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262 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

It stood in a fine plain, and was surrounded by a liigli wall form-

ed cf b.uge trunks of trees driven into th^ ground, side by side,

and wedged together. These were crossed within and without by

otiicrs smaller and longer, bound to them by bands made of split

reeds and wild vines. The whole was thickly plastered over with

a kind of mortar, made of clay and straw trampled together,

wliicli filled up every chink and crevice of the wood-work, so that

it appeared as if smoothed with a trowel. Throughout its whole

circuit, the wall was pierced, at the height of a man, with loop- *

holes, whence arrows might be discharged at an enemy, and at every

fifty paces it was surmounted by a tow'er, capable of holding seven

or eight fighting men. Numbers of the trees which had been

driven into the ground .had taken root, and flourished, springing

up loftily out of the rampart, and spreading their branches

above it, so as to form a circle of foliage around the village.

There were but two gates to the place, one to the east, the other

to the w'cst. In the centre of the vlllge was a large square, around

which were erected the principal dwellings. The wdiole number

of hou.«es in the place did not exceed eighty, but they were of

great size, capable of lodging from five to fifteen hundred persons

each. The}’ were built after the Indian fashion, not cut up into

different rooms, but consisting simply of one great hall, like a

church; and as they belonged either to the cacique or his principal

subjects, they wore constructed with more than usual skill.*

MauvUa, I have collateJ the narrative of the Inca, Bicdma, and the Portu-

guese author, aiid have availed myself of the three accounts, w'here they were

not totally irreconcilable. Tlie Inca, as usual, is much the most minute,

grapldc, and characteristic, and supports his m:un authority, in various places,

by extracts from the journals of the tw'o soldiers. A. B. !Mcek, p. 23 ;
Col.

I ickett, p. 22.

* llie description of ilauvila is entirely from the Inca. Garcilaso de la

Vega, L. iii. c. 20.
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CHAPTER LY.

THE DISASTROUS BATTLE OF MAUVILA.

1540.

When' the governor and the vanguard appeared before the town,

a splendid train of warriors came forth to receive tlicm, painted

and decorated, and clad in robes of skins and flaunting feathers

of every brilliant color. These came singing and dancing, and

playing on rude instruments of music. To these succeeded a

band of young damsels, beautiful in form and feature, as were

generally the natives of this part of the country.

In this way the governor entered the village, side by side with

the cacicpie in his flaming mantle of scarlet, followed Jn* a train

of housemen in glittering armor, and proceeded by dancing

groups of Indians. Having arrived in the sipiare, they alighted,

and the governor ordered that the horses should be taken outside

of the village and tethered until their quarters were prepared for

them. Tlic cacique then called to Juan Ortiz, the interpreter,

and pointed out one of the largest houses as the quarters for the

governor and his principal officers, and an adjacent one for his

servants and attendants
;

as to tlie rest of the troops, they were

to be lodged in cabins of bark and branches, prepared for their re-

ception, about a bow-shot without the walls. Tlic governor was
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264 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

not well pleased with an arrangement which would separate him

from his troops, but replied that it should be attended to when

the camp-master arrived. The cacique then signified a wish to bo

left to himself, and to remain at that village, but was given to

understand that he must still continue with Dc Soto. The

haughty spirit of Tuscaloosa rose within him, at being thus kept

in thraldom. He told 'the governor that he might depart in

peace, whenever ho pleased
;
but that he must not pretend to

carry him out of his country and dominions. So saying, ho

entered a house, where some of his subjects were assembled, armed

with bows and arrows. The moment he was gone, Gonzalo Qua-

drado Xaramillo, one of the cavaliers w^ho had been sent ahead to

observe the movements of the Indians, approached the governor,

and reported that various circumstances had led him to suspect

some dark and treacherous plot. He stated, that in the"few houses

in sight, there were more than ten thousand chosen warriors as-

sembled
;
not one of them old, or of the servile class, but all fight-

ing men, noble and young, and well armed
;
and that many of the

houses were filled with weapons. Not a child was to be found in

the phicej and though there w^re many females, they wore all

young girls. The inhabitants, too, had been diligently employed

in strengthening the palisades around the town, and in clearing

the fields, for the distance of a musket-shot round the village, so

that the very roots and herbage had been pulled up by the hand
;

as if all had been prepared for a fighting-ground.

The governor pondered for a moment, then directed word to

be passed secretly from one to the other, among the troopers, to

hold themselves ready for action
;
he also charged Xaramillo to

communicate all that he had observed to the master of the camp,

the moment he should arrive, that he might make his arrange-
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CONFLICT WITH THE INDIANS. 265

ments accordingly. In tlie mean time, he determined to wear a

friendly aspect, and endeavor to conciliate the cacique by court-

eous treatment.

Word was now brought him, that his servants had prepared

the morning’s meal in one of the houses which looked upon the

square. The governor immediately sent Juan Ortiz to invite

the cacique to the repast, as they were accustomed to eat together.

Juan Ortiz presented himself at the door of the large house

into which the cacique had entered, but several Indians met him

at the threshold, and refused him admittance. The message ho

brought was passed in to the cacique, and word returned that he

would come to the governor immediately.

Some time having elapsed without his appearance, Juan Ortiz

presented himself with a second message, and received a similar

reply. After another interval he returned a third time, and ealh ii

out, ‘-Tell Tuscaloosa to come forth; the food is upon the table,

and the governor is waiting for him.”

Upon this there sallied forth an Indian, who appeared to be

the general. He was in a furious licat, and his eyes flashed fire.

“Who are these robbers ! these vagabonds !” cried ho, “who keep

calling to my chief, Tuscaloosa, come out ! come out ! with as lit-

tle reverence as if he were one of them? Ily the sun and moon !

this insolence is no longer to be borne. Let us cut them to pieces

on the spot, and put an end to their wickedness and tyranny.”

Scarce had ho spoken these words, when another Indian step-

ped up behind him, and placed in his hand a bow and arrows.

The Indian general threw back from his shoulders the folds of

a surperb mantle of martin skins, which was buttoned round his

neck, and baring his arm, drew to the head an arn)W, levelled afa

knot of Spaniards in the square. Before he had time to wing the
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shaft, a hlo\Y from the sword of 13altasar do Gallegos laid open

the whole of the side exposed hj throwing back his mantle
;
his

entrails gushed forth, and he fell dead on the spot.*

llis son, a youth of eighteen years of age, of a noble demean-

or, sprang to avenge his death, and let fly six or seven arrows

as fast as he could draw them
;
but, seeing that they struck harm-

less upon the armor of Gallegos, he took his bow in both hands, and,

closing with him, dealt him three or four blows over the head,

with such rapidity and force, that the blood sprang from beneath

his casque, and ran over his forehead. Gallegos, as soon as he

could recover from the surprise, gave him two thrusts in the

breast with his sword, that laid him dead at his feet.

The war-whoop now rang throughout the village. Torrents of

warriors, ready armed, poured out of every house, attacking the

Spaniards who were scattered about the principal street. Though

overwholmcd with numbers, the Spaniards kept a bold face to the

enemy, fighting stoutly, and disputing the ground inch by inch,

until they retreated out of the cit}’, leaving five of their number

slain.

Numbers of the cavalry, who had tethered their horses in the

purlieus of the village, and returned into the street, seeing the

furious onset of the savages, ran out of the gate to the places

where their steeds were tied. Those who made most speed ^-ere

enabled to mount on horseback. Others, who lingered, had only

time to cut the reins or halters of their horses and drive them

oflf; while others, still more pressed, were obliged to leave their

horses tied, and abandon them to their fate
;
having the grief to

see them shot down by innumerable arrows, amidst the exulting

yells of the savages.

* Portuguese Nan-ativc, c 13.
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The encmyj being in great force, divided into two bands
;
one

to fight with the retreating Spaniards, the other to kill the horses,

and gather the baggage and effects of the army, which liad by

this time arrived, and lay heaped along the wall and about the

fields. Every thing thus fell into the hands of the enemy, ex-

cepting the baggage of Captain Andres de Yasconcellos. winch

had not yet arrived. The spoils were conveyed by the Indians

into the village with great triumph, and put into their houses

;

they knocked ofi' the chains of the slaves, who carried the baggage,

and gave them weapons to fight with. The gates were shut, and,

amidst the beating of wooden drums and the wildest yells, they

displayed the effects of the Spaniards from the walls.*

In the mean time the few cavaliers who had been able to

• mount their horses, together with a few other horsomon who had

just arrived from the main body, joined theirsforccs and endeavor-

ed to protect their comrades who were fighting on foot The ap-

proach of the cavalry checked the impetuosity of the savages, and

gave time for the Spaniards to rally and form thenn^elvos into

two bands, one of horse the other of foot. They then charg<‘d

the enemy with a fury, inspired by their recent maltr<.uf ment.

and drove them back to the village. Thev would have followed

them in, but were assailed with such showers of stones and

arrows, from the ^Yall*and the loopholes, that they were compelled

to draw back.

The Indians, seeing them retreat, again rushed forth, sojnc by

the gate, others letting themselves down by the wall
;

and. cl>*s-

ing with the Spaniards, seized hold of the very lances of th.i

horsemen, struggling with them until drawn more than two hun-

dred paces from the wall.

* Diedina in loco.
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In this way tliej fouglit, backwards and forwards, without

cessation, for three hours
;
the Spaniards always standing by each

other, and keeping their front to the enemy, in which alone con-

sisted their safety, being so few in number. They found, however,

tliat tliey suffered too severely when near the village, from the

niis.silcs launched from the wall, and that their best chance was in

the open fields, where they had room to manage their horses and

wield their lances.

Throughout all these attacks and defences, the bold Captain.

Baltazar de Gallegos, the same who had struck the first blow in

the battle, was ever in the front rank, and the fiercest of the fight.

His perilous deeds were anxiously watched from afar, by his

brother. Fray Juan de Gallegos, a worthy Dominican friar,

^louuted on horseback, in his friar’s dress, with a broad clerical

hat on his head, he hovered about the skirts of the battle, spur-

ring after the squadron in its attacks, and wheeling round and

galloping off like mad in its retreats. The worthy friar was not

a fighting man
;

liis only object was to call his brother out of the

affray, and mount him on the horse which he be^trodc, that he

might fight with more effect and less danger.

The bold Baltazar, however, heeded not his calls : he felt that

his honor would not permit him to leave his post, so he kept on

fighting on foot. At length, the peculiar dress of the friar, and

his loud and repeated calls to his brother, attracted the notice of

the enemy, who probably supposed him some chieftain encouraging

his soldiers to fight hardily. Accordingly, in one of the retreats,

as the friar’s broad back was turned upon the foe, and he was

galloping of at full speed, an Indian warrior sped a shaft with so

true an aim, that, though at a distance, it struck him between the
»

s^houlders. Fortunately, he was protected by the two hoods of
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FATE OF ENRIQUEZ. 2G^

his friar’s dress, which lay in thick folds upon his back
;
his broad

hat also, which was secured by a cord under his chin, had follcn

back in his flight, and hung like a shield upon his shoulders
;
the

arrow, therefore, met with so much resistance as to make but a

slight wound. It dampened, however, the paternal zeal of the

friar, who from that time kept himself at a wary distance from

the battle. •

A harder fate befell the brave Don Carlos Enriquez
;
a youth-

ful cavalier who had married a niece of the xVdelantado, and was

beloved by the whole army, for his urbanity and his virtues.

From the commencement of the battle he had fouglit valiantly,

and was conspicuous in every assault. In the last charge, his

horse was wounded in the breast by an arrow, which remained

buried in the flesh. As soon as the squadron had retreated, Don

Carlos endeavored to draw forth tlie arrow. Da.ssing his lance

from his right to his left hand, he leaned forward, and stooping

over the neck of his horse, seized the dart, and endeavored to pull

it forth. In his exertion, he leaned his head on one side so as to

expose his neck, the only part of his person unprotected by ar-

mor. In an instant an arrow, tipped with flint, came with the

swiftness of lightning, buried itself in his throat, and llie ]>o<jr

youth fell from his horse mortally wounded, though lie did not

expire until the following day.

The Spaniards sutfered severely in these repeated conflicts
;

but their loss was nothing in comparison with that of the Tndian.s,

who had no defensive armor, and on whom every blow was flRc-

tive. Seeing the advantage that the horses gave the SpaniarJ.s

in the open field, the Indians now shut themselves up within the

village, closing the gates and manning the ramparts.

Upon this, the governor ordered the cavalry, being the best
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armed, to dismount, and, taking bucklers for their defence, and

battle-axes in their hands, to break open the gates, and strive to

take tlie village by storm.

In an instant, a band of two hundred resolute cavaliers dashed

for ward to the assault. The Indians received them valiantly,

and beat them back several times. The gate, however, was soon

broken open by repeated blows, and they rushed in, pell-mell,

amidst a shower of darts and stones. The gate being too narrow

to admit them all readily, others attacked the wall with their

axes
;
demolished the facing of clay and straw, and, laying bare

the cross-beams and their fastenings, aided each other to scramble

uj) by them, and thus got into the village to the succor of their

comrades.

The Indians fought desperately, both in the streets and from

the tops of the houses. The Spaniards, galled by the missiles

from the latter, and fearful that the enemy would retake the

hou.«es already gained, set fire to them. As they were of reeds

and other combustible materials, tlicy were soon wrapped in flames

and smoke, adding to the horror of the scene.

M'hile tliis conflict was raging in one part of the village, a

kind of siege was going on in another. The Indians, the moment

they had closed their gates, had turned their attention to the

large house in the square, which had been assigned for the use of

the governor’s retinue, and in which all his camp equipage was

depo.sitcd. They had not assailed it before, as they thought it

perfectly in their power, and they now repaired to it merely to

«hare the spoils. To their surprise, they found it strongly de-

fended. Within were three cross-bow men and five halberdiers

of the governor’s guard, wlio usually accompanied his camp

equipage, and an Indian, armed with -bow and arrows, wdio had
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been made prisoner by the Spaniards on their first landing, and

had ever since proved faithful to them. Beside these fighting

men, there was a priest and a friar, and two slaves belonging to

the governor. One and all defended the house stoutly
;
the lay-

men with their weapons, the priests fervent in their devotions.

The Indians tried in vain to gain the portal. They then mounted

on the roof, and broke it open in three or four places
;
but so well

did the cross-bow men and the Indian ply their weapons, that

scarce did an enemy show biinself at one of the openings, but he

was transfixed by an arrow.

Thus did this little garrison maintain a desperate and aliun.>t

hopeless defence, until Be Soto and his bands, having fought tlioir

way into the village, as has been mentioned, arrived at the door

of the dwelling and dispersed its assailants. The fighting part of

the garrison mingled with their comrades and pursued the strifi*;

the clerical part took refuge in the fields, where they could carry

on their spiritual warfare with equal vigor and more sccurit)*.

The wild and mingled affray had now lasted four hours, but

nothing could quell the fury of the Indians, who di.^dained t<^

yield or ask quarter. 'Mau}^ of the Spaniards, exhausted by the

fierce strife, fainting and choked with thirst, ran to a p<*ol ot

water, which was now crimsoned with the blood of the uoad an-l

dying, and having refreshed themselves, hastened back and nislu d

again into the battle.*

Be Soto had hitherto fought on foot, but, as usual, waxing hot

with action, he hastened out of the village, seized a horse, .sprang

into the saddle, and, followed by the brave Xuno Tobar, galloped

back into the square, lance in hand, with the battle-cry of Our

Lady of Santiago ! Calling ouf to the Spaniards to make w.ay

* Portuguese Nan'ative, c. 10.
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for him, he dashed among the thickest of the enemy
;
Tohar fol-

lowed close after him. They spurred their chargers up and down

through the multitude in the square and the prineipal street
;

trampling down some, lancing others to the right and left, leaving

a track of carnage wherever they passed.

In this wild melee, as the governor rose in his stirrups to

lance an Indian, another, who was behind, aimed at the part ex-

posed between the saddle and the cuirass, and buried an arrow in

i.is thigh. Do Soto had no time, in tHe confusion of the combat,

to extract the arrow, which remained rankling in the wound for

several hours, during which time, though unable to sit in his sad-

dle, he continued fighting on horseback
;
a proof, says the Inca

( larcilaso, not merely of his valor, but of his good horsemanship.

In the mean time, the fire was raging through the village, and

made horrible ravages among the Indians. Those who were

within doors, were consumed by the flames or stifled by the smoke:

tho.se who were fighting from the roofs, were either cut off by the

fire, nr obliged to throw themselves below. Many females perished

in their dwellings.

At one time, the wind swept the flames and smoke along the

street, upon the Indians
;
and while thus blinded and bewildered,

tlie Spaniards charged upon them and drove them back; but the

wind veering, favored them in turn, and they regained all the

ground they had lost.

Maddened at seeing their ranks thinned and their W'arriors

lying slaughtered in heaps, the Indians now called upon their

women to seize the weapons of the slain and revenge their death.

Many had already been fighting by the side of their husbands,

but on this appeal, every one rushed into the conflict. Some

armed themselves with the swords, lances, and partisans lost by
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the soldiery, and thus wounded them with their own weapons

;

others seized bows and arrows, which they plied with almost cipiai

strength and skill with their husbands. In their fury, they threw

themselves before the men, and even rushed upon the weaj>ons of

their enemies
;
for the courage of woman, when once roused.

fierce and desperate, and her spirit more reckless and veheimmt

than that of man. The Spaniards, however, had consideration

for their sex, and pity for their despair, and abstained from slay-

ing or wounding them.
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CH.VPTEU LVl.

FALL OF TUSCALOOSA.

1540.

WiiiLi: the battle was thus raging at Maiivila, Luis de Moscoso,

the master of the eamp, was loitering by the way with his forces.

Instead of following speedily after the vanguard led by the gover-

nor, he had sallied forth late from his encampment, and permitted

his people to scatter themselves about the fields, 'hunting and

amu.^ing themselves. So long a time had elapsed since they had

ex})erienced any hostility from the natives, that they had lost all

fear and precaution.

In this way, they straggled negligently and tardily forward,

unsuspicious of any danger. At length, those in front heard the

distant alarums of drum and trumpet, mingled with the yells and

shouts of the combatants, and beheld a column of smoke rising

in the air. Suspecting tlie cause, they passed back the alarm,

from mouth to mouth, of those who were behind, and pressed for-

ward with all speed to the scene of action. It was late in the

afternoon before they reached it.

Among the foremost that arrived before the village, was the

gallant Liogo Do Soto, nephew to the governor. Learning the

late of his cousin Don Carlos Enric|uez, to whom he was tenderly
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attached, he vowed to revenge his death. Throwing himself from

• his horse, and seizing a buckler, he rushed into the village, sword

in hand, and plunged into the thickest of the fight. Scarce, how-

ever, had he entered, when an arrow pierced his eye and came out

at the back of his head. He fell to the cartli, never uttered

another word, and died the following day in great agony, lli.s

death added to the affliction which the army felt for that of his

brave cousin. The two young friends and relatives were thu.s

united in death. They were generous spirits, worthy of each

other’s afi’ection, and worthy nephews to such an uncle.

In the mean time, the rear-guard, as it arrived at the village,

found great numbers of the Indians fighting in the adjacent fields,

where the ground had been cleared and prepared fur action.

They assailed them vigorously, and had a long and oUstinate com-

bat
;
for many of the savage warriors had clambcre<l over the

walls, and swarmed into the field. At length the Indians were

routed
;
many were pursued and cut to pieces by the horsemen,

and but few escaped. *

It was now near the hour of sunset, yet still the shoiit.s and

battle-cries of the combatants arose from the burning villnge. A''

yet, from the want of space, no horsemen had fouglit within tliO

place, except l)e Soto and Xuuo Tobar
;
but now a great numlvr

of the cavalry dashed in at the gatc,^icattering themselves thruugli

the streets, dispersing and killing ail the Indians they encoun-

tered.

Ten or twelve of the cavaliers spurred up the main street,

where the battle was hottest, and coming upon the rear ot a throng

of Indians, male and female, who were fighting with the fury of

demons, they broke through tluun with such impotiio.'-ity, as not

merely to overturn them, but also several of the Spaniards with

\ 2 *
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wlioni they were contcncliDg. The carnage was horrible, for the

savages refused to surrender or to lay down their arms, but fought*

to the last gasp, until all were slain.

Here ended this bloody struggle, w’hich had lasted for nine

hours. The village remained a smoking ruin, covered with the

slain, and victory declared for the Spaniards just as the sun went

down. The last Indian warrior that wielded a weapon, was one

of those fighting in the village. So blinded was he by fury, that

ho was unconscious of the fate of his comrades, until glancing his

eye around, he saw them all lying dead. Seeing further contest

hopeless, he turned to fly, and reaching the wall, sprang lightly

tu the top, thinking to escape into the fields. Here, however, to

his di.smay, he beheld squadrons of horse and foot below him, and

the field covered with his slaughtered countrymen. Escape was

impossible
;
death or slavery awaited him from the hands of his

enemy. In his despair, he snatched the string from his bow,

pa.sscd it round his neck, and fastening the other end to a branch

of o'.fe of the trees that rose out of the rampart, he threw himself

from the wall, and was strangled before the Spaniards had time

to prevent it.
^

Suoh was the deadly battle of Mauvila, one of the most

sanguinary, comsidering the number of the combatants, that had

occurred among the discoverers of the new world. Forty-two

Sj)aniard.s fell in the conflict
;
eighteen of them received their

fatal wounds either in the eyes or the mouth, for the Indians,

finding their bodies cased in armor, aimed at their faces. Scarce

one of the Spaniards but was more or less wounded, some of them

in many places. Thirteen died before their wounds could be

dressed, and twenty-two afterwards, so that in all eiglity-two were

filain. To this loss must be added that of forty-two horses killed
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by the Indians, and mourned by the Spaniards as if they had

been so many fellow-soldiers.

As to the havoc among the Indians, it was almost incredible.

Several thousand are said to have perished by fire and sword.

The plain around the village was strewn with more than twenty-

five hundred bodies. Within tlic walls, the streets were blocked

up by the dead. A great number .were consumed in tlie housc.'^.

In one building alone a thousand perished
;
the flames having

entered by the door and prevented their escape, so that ail were'

either burnt or sufi’oeated : the greater part of those wore fe-

males.

Among the dead which strewed the field without the walls,

was found the body of Tuscaloosa the younger. As to tlie caciipie

himself, his fate was never satisfactorily ascertained. According

to the Portuguese narrator, several Indian prisoncr.s aflirmed,

that on the grand assault of the village by Do Soto and his horse-

men, the warriors of Tuscaloosa entreated him to withdrav/ from

the village and put his person in safety, in order that, should

they all perish in battle, as they all had resolved to do rather

than turn their backs, he might survive to govern the country.

The proud cacique at first resisted their entreat ie.^?, but at Icneth

yielded to their urgent supplications, and fletl from the iil-t;-.t’.d

town, accompanied by a small baud of Indians, carrying v iih h;m

his scarlet mantle and the choicest things he could Cud among

the Spanish baggage. According to the Inca, however, the ac-

count generally believed by the Spaniards was, that he l;ad

perished in the flames; and this, in fact, comports most with his

haughty, brave and patriotic spirit, wliich would scarcely permit

him to survive so ruinous a defeat, and turn his b.ick upon his

town and pco]»le. in the moment of their most imminent peril
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lie was evidently one^of the bravest as well as proudest and most

potent of the native princes. His name still remains in the land

which he loved so well, and defended so desperately; and it is a

name which deserves to be held in reverence, as that of a hero,

and a patriot.

Note.—llie Inca and the Portuguese narrator differ ^videly in their esti-

mate of the killed and wounded in the action. Garcilaso de la Yoga states

tlie loss of the Spaniards to have been eighty-two, and of the Indians above

cloven thousand The Portuguese narrator states the Spanish loss to liave

been eighteen killed and one hundi’ed and fifty wounded, and of the Indians

twenty-five hundred slain
;
which is the number stated by the Inca to have

iK'cn killed in the battle outside of the to^va Tlie statement of tlic Inca is

given more in detail, and apparently with a more inthiiate knowledge of facts
;

liaving tiie statements of tliree several eye-witnesses, from which to make up
Ills account, dliat of the Portuguese is rather vague and general. The esti-

mate of the Inca may be somewhat exaggerated; yet it must be taken into

consideration, tliat the Mauvilians were a numerous and powerful tribe, and

were joined in tliis battle by the warriors of the neighboring provinces. Tlicir

number n\ust consequently have been very great. Biedma says there were

iii'To than five thousand Indians. It is stated by both naivators, that they all

fought to tlie hrst giisp, so that tlie slaughter must have been immense. In so

th.'-prate and protracted a conflict, tlie number of eighty-two slain on tlio

part of the Spaniards, appears much more probable than tliat of cigliteen.
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CH.VPTER LVII.

THE PLIGHT OF THE SPANIARDS AFTER THE BATTLE OF MAUVILA.

1540.

The situation of the Spaniards after the battle was truly deplora-

ble. 3Iost of them were severely wounded
;

all were exhausted

by fatigue and hunger. The village was reduced to ashes around

them, and all the baggage of the army, with its supplies of food

and medicine, had been consumed in the houses.

The first care of the governor, though badly wounded himself,

was for his troops. Having ordered that the dead should bo col-

lected together; to be decently interred on the following day, he

directed that relief should be administered to the wounded. Here,

however, was the difficulty. There was but one surgeon in tiie

army, and he was slow and un.skilful. There were at lca.st seven-

teen hundred grievous wounds, requiring a surgeon’s care
;

several

having fallen to the share of a single soldier. The mere flesh

wounds were left for the patient himself to cure
;
but those in

the joints, and other critical parts, which threatened to maim or

disable the patient, required great attention. Unfortunately,

they Iiad neither ointments nor medicines of any kind, nor linen

for bandages; all had been consumed. Not even shelter from
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the cold and dew of the night was to be found
;

for, not a house

of the village remained standing. At length, boughs and branches

were brought from the cabins that had been erected without the

village, and sheds were put up against such of the walls as were

still standing, under which the wounded were conveyed for shel-

ter, and straw spread for their reception. Those who were least

harmed exerted themselves to succor their suffering companions.

Some opened the bodies of the dead Indians, and took their fat

for ointment
;
others took off their own shirts, and those of their

slaughtered comrades, to make bandages for the disabled. As

tlicsc were of linen, they were allotted to the severest wounds
;

for those which were not so grievous, they made use of their doub-

lets, and the lining of their hose, or other materials of a coarser

kind.

Others flayed and cut up the horses, preserving their flesh for

the sustenance of the wounded. With all their zeal and exertions,

however, a number died miserably, before any relief could be ad-

ministered to them. Thus passed^ that wretched night, amid

bitter lamentations and dying groans. Those who were able to

bear arms, patrolled as sentinels, and maintained .a vigilant watch,

expecting to be as.sailed.

Eight days did the wounded Spaniards remain in those misera-

ble shelters within the village : when able, at length, to go forth,

they removed to the cabins which the Indians had erected without

the walls, where they were more comfortably quartered. Here

fifteen days more were passed. In the mean time, those who

were least disabled sallied forth on foraging expeditions about

the country, for four leagues in circuit, and found supplies of

provisions in the numerous deserted hamlets scattered around.

In every thicket and ravine they found dead or dying Indians,
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who had Dot been able to reach their homes. Many, also, had

taken shelter in the hamlets, and lay there, apparently without

any one to minister to them. It was understood, however, that

their friends came with nourishment to them in the night, but

returned to their retreats in the forests before the dawn of day.

The Spaniards treated these poor savages with kindness, sharing

their food among them.

The troopers, in their foray into the forests, captured fifteen

or twenty of the natives. On being asked whether their people

were meditating another attack, they replied that their bravest

warriors had fallen in the battle, and none were left to luake a

head of war. Their information appeared to be the truth
;

for,

daring all the time that the Spaniards remained in tlieir encamp-

ment, no Indian ventured nigh them.

Trom the prisoners thus taken, and others captured in the

village, they inquired, concerning the past stratagems and designs

of Tu.scaloosa, which had wrought such mischief

That fierce and warlike clueftain, from the time he first heard

of the approach of the Spaniards towards his dominions, had nie<li*

tated their destruction. AVith that object, he had sent his son,

with a train of warriors, to watch their movements
;
and had en-

listed the natives of the contiguous provinces in liis plot, j.romi ;-

ing to share with them the spoils of the Spaniards.

The women, too, most of whom had accompanied their hus-

bands and lovers from the neighboring provinces, declared they

had been enticed to Alauvila, by promises of rich robe.s of scarlet

cloth, and silks, and linen, and velvet, with which to decorate

themselves for tlicir dances
;
they were to have had horses, upon

which to ride in triumph, and Spaniards given to them as .slaves.

Others came to be present at a great feast and rejoicing they
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were to hold after their victory
;
and others again, to witness the

prowess and exploits of their lovers.

Tuscaloosa, on arriving at the village wdth the Adelantado,

had lield a council of war with his principal warriors, wherein it

was debated whether they should attack the vanguard which liad

arrived, or wait until they had the whole within their power. It

is probable that the heat and impatience of the Indian general

caused the plot to explode before the appointed time.

It has been shown, that in the burning of Ihc village the

Spaniards lost all their baggage and private etfects. What gave

them the greatest concern, however, was the loss of a little por-

tion of wine and wheaten flour, which they had carefull}^ treasured

up for the performance of mass. All the sacerdotal dresses, also

the chalices, and other articles of worship, were destroyed
;
but

the loss of the wheaten flour was irreparable. Consultations were

held between the ecclesiastics and the laymen, whether bread

made of maize might not be adopted, in case of extremity
;
but

it wa« decided, that the use of any thing but wheat was contrary

to the canons of the church.

From thenceforward, therefore, on Sundays and Saints’ days,

they prepared an altar, and the priest officiated, arrayed in robes

of dressed deer skin, fashioned in imitation of his sacerdotal

dresses
;
and they preformed all parts of the ceremony, except-

ing the con.secration of the bread and wine. This constituted

what the Spaniards called “ a dry raa.ss.”
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CHAPTER LVIll.

DE SOTO BECOMES AN ALTERED MAN, AND WHY.

1540.

While at the village of Maiivila, overwhelmed with care and anx-

iety, the governor was unexpectedly cheered by tidings, that

ships w ith white men in them had arrived on the sea-coast, towards

which he was shaping his course. A rumor of this kind he

had heard before the battle, and it was confirmed by some of

the prisoners taken in the village. He further learnt from them

that the port or bay of Achusi or Pensacola, where he had di-

rected Gomez Arias and Diego Maldonado to rendezvous witli

their ships, was not more than seven days’ journey distant.* He

doubted not, therefore, that the ships in cpiestion were coiiiiiiand-

ed by those officers, and brought reinforcements and supplie.s

from Spain, for his projected settlement. He now considered

himself on the eve of accomplishing all his wishes
;
of founding

that colony w'hich would assure the possession of the country ho

had explored, and enable him to pursue to advantage his search

for gold.

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 19. Tlie Inca states the disUmce as about

tliirty leagues.
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lie had brouglil with him thus far *he cacique, made prisoner

bv Maldonado at the port of Achusi. He had always treated

liim witli kindness, but had not sent him to his home before be-

cause of the distance, and the danger he would run of being kill-

ed or captured by the way. Learning, however, that the road

wa.s now secure, he granted him permission to return
;

at the

same time earnestly charging him to preserve the friendship of

the Spaniards, who would soon be guests in his country. The

cacique departed, with expressions of gratitude for the kindness

he had experienced, and assurances to the governor, that he would

be happy to welcome him to his territory.

The ships, which He Soto regarded as the means of conquest

and colonization, many of his followers only looked forward to

as means of escape out of a disastrous country. Some of them

had been engaged in the conquest of Peru, and contrasted the

wealth of that golden empire with the poverty of the land

through which they liad struggled, where neither gold nor silver

was to be found
;
and they did not fail to dwell upon thi.s con-

tra.'it wlicn conversing with their companions. The Spaniards,

generally, were disheartened by the disasters of the recent battle,

and the implacable fierceness displayed by the natives. Tliey

saw that such a people were not easil}' to be subjugated. Instead,

therefore of wearing themselves out in this fated land, it seemed

better to seek others already conquered, and abounding witli

Tcalth, as Mexico and Peru, where they might enrich themselves

with less risk and toil. For these reasons, they determined, on

reaching the sea-shore, to abandon this disastrous country, and

seek their fortunes in New Spain.

Secret information of these rumors was brought to Pc Soto,

by some of his most devoted followers. lie could scarcely credit
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it, and vrent round the camp at night, alone and in disguise, to

ascertain the truth. In this way, he overheard a conversation in

the hut of Juan Gaytan, tlie treasurer, in which that cavalier and

several of his comrades expressed their determination to abandon

the enterprise and sail for Mexico or Peru, or return to Spain in

the ships at Achusi.

De Soto stood aghast at hearing these resolves. lie saw that

his present force would disband the moment his followers could

shift for themselves
;
while he was aware that it would be impos-

sible for him to raise a new army. He had no booty of gold and

silver to display, with which to tmnpt new adventurers
;
and, as

to the specimens of pearls which he had intended to send to Cuba,

they were all lost in the conflagration of Mauvila. Should his

present forces desert him, therefore, he would remain stripped of

dignit}' and command, blasted in reputation, his fortune expcndctj

in vain, and his enterprise, which had cost so much toil and trou-

ble, a subject of scoffing, ratlier than renown. The governor was

a man extremely jealous of his honor
;
and as he reflected upon

these gloomy prospects, they produced sudden and desperate

resolves. He disguised his anger, and his knowledge of the

schemes he had overheard; but he determined to frustrate them,

by turning his back upon the coast, striking again into the inte-

rior, mid never seeking the ships, nor furnishing any tidings of

himself, until he had crowned his enterprise gloriously, by dis-

covering new regions of wealth, like those of Peru and Mexico.*

A change came over De Soto from this day. lie was discon-

certed in his favorite scheme of colonization, and had lost con-

fidence in his followers. Instead of manifesting his usual frank-

ness, energy, and alacrity, he became a moody, irritable, discon*

* Garcilaso de hi Vega, Lib. iii. c. 22. rortugiicsc Kelatioa
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tented man. Jle no longer pretended to strike out any grand

undertaking
;
but, stung with secret disappointment, went reck-

les.sly wandering from place to place, apparently without order

or object, as if careless of time and life, and only anxious to finish

his existence.
*
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CHAPTER LIX.

THE ADELANTADO BREAKS UP HIS EXCAMPMENT AT MAUVTEA MAX*

NER OF CROSSING A RIVER—THE PASS STOUTLY DEFENDED BY

THE INDIANS.

1540 .

It was on Sunday- the 18th of November, that De Soto, fijuliiig

his troops sufficiently recovered from their wounds to bear the

march, broke up his encampment at Mauvila and turned his face

northward, to penetrate provinces which he had not yet visited.

ITis feelings and motives for thus turning his back upon the sea-

coast he kept to himself : hexvas always a man strict and peremp-

tory in exacting military obedience, and if his troops murmured

among themselves at the route he chose, it is probable they were

overax\ed and reduced to tacit obedience by the increased stern-

ness of his manner.

The soldiers were provided with two days’ provisions of maize,

yet they w'cre five days traversing a pleasant thougli uninhabited

country, until they entered the province of Chicaza.* The fir.-jt

village at which they arrived was called Cabusto. It was the

* n»e Portuguese narrator says tliey entered into the province of Pafal

lava, but Biodina calls it Chicaza.
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

principal one of the province, and was seated on a river, wide and

deep, with high banks.*

The governor, as usual, sent proffers of peace to the inhabit-

ant.-^, but they were rejected with scorn. “ War is what we want,”

was the reply, a war of fire and blood.” Approaching the vil-

lage, the Spaniards saw drawn out before it more than fifteen

hundred warriors. These skirmished with them for a time, but

overpowered by the fury of their attack, fled to the river
;
some

sprang into canoes, others plunged into the water, and thus they

soon crossed to the opposite bank, where their main force, to the

number of eight thousand warriors, was posted to dispute the

passage.

The Spaniai’ds found the village perfectly stripped and aban-

doned
;
for the inhabitants had sent off all their effects, with their

wives and children, and prepared for ‘war. They had determined

to ri.sk no open battle, but to dispute the pass of the river, which,

on account of its depth and its high banks, they could easily do.

For this purpose they had stretched their forces for two leagues

along the opposite bank, and hoped to compel tlic army to take a

different route.

When niglit closed in, tlie Indians annoyed the Spaniards

greatly, by sudden attacks and frequent alarms. They would

cross the river in their canoes at different places, and then, unit-

ing in a band, attack the camp. The Spaniards made use of

stratagem in tlieir defence. There were three landing-places

where the Indians disembarked. Here they dug pits, in which

the archers and arquebusiers concealed themselves. As soon as

they saw the Indians leap on shore and leave their canoes, they

* Supposed to be the Black Warrior, or Tuscaloosa river, and Cabusto

thought to have been near the jx-esent .site of Erie, in Greene coimty.
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THE PASSAGE OF THE RIVER. 289

would rush out, sword in hand, and cut off their retreat. Three

several times did they maltreat them in this manner, after which

the Indians adventured not again to attempt to land
;
but content-

ed themselves with vigilantly guarding the passage of the river.

The governor now ordered one hundred of the most skilful

men to build two large boats, or piraguas, nearly flat, and very

spacious. That the Indians might not perceive their operation.s,

he directed them to be built in a forest, which was a league and

a half up the river, and about a league from its banks.

So assiduous were the workmen, that in twelve days the pira-

guas were finished. To transport them to the river, two car-

riages were constructed, on which they were drawn by mule.s and

horses, and pushed forward by men, and in the most diflicult

places carried on their shoulders. In this way, one morning be-

fore daybreak, they were conveyed to the river ant) launched,

where there were convenient landing-places on cither bank.

Do Soto, who was present at the launching of the boats, or-

dered ten horse and forty infantry to embark in each, and hasten

to cross before the Indians should gather to oppose tlicm. The

infantry were to row, and the horsemen to keep their saddle.'^, not

to lose time in mounting when they should reach the opposite shore.

Notwithstanding, however, the silence observed b}* the Span-

iards in launching their boats, they were discovered by a band of

about five hundred savages, who occupied the opposite bank.

These gave a loud yell to spread the alarm, and rushed down to

dispute the landing-place.

The Spaniards, fearing the enemy might gather in greater

numbers, hurried to embark. Do Soto would have gone in tlio

first boat, but his followers prevented his exposing himself to this

unnecessary hazard.
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Those in the first bark bent to their oars, and quickly attained

the opposite bank, amid a shower of arrows; by. which every

Spaniard was more or less wounded. The first horseman who

leaped on slvore was Diego Garcia, and close behind him came

Gonzalo Silvestre
;
together they charged upon the enemy, drove

them in, and pursued them for more than two hundred paces.

Fearing to be* surrounded, they then turned their reins, and

spurred back to their companions. In this manner, now charg-

ing, now retreating, these hardy cavaliers fought alone, for a short

time
;
in the fifth charge, however, they were joined by some

horsemen, and were enabled to keep the Indians in check.

The infantry, the moment they landed, made for tlie shelter

of a hamlet, hard by, and dared not to sally out, as their number

was very small, and every soldier more or less hurt. The second

bark in the mean time, in which was Do Soto, was carried down

tlie current. The troops attempted to land, but found it imprac-

ticable on account of the high, steep banks
;
they were, therefore,

compelled to pull up tlie stream, with great labor, to the landing-

place
;
which by this time was cleared of the enemy. Dc Soto,

with seventy or eighty Spaniards at his back, leaped on shore and

hastened to the relief of those who were battling in the plain.

On their approach the Indians retreated, and seeing the

Spaniards had efiected a landing, they collected their forces, and

fortified themselves with palisades in a swamp covered with reeds,

from whence they made frequent sallies
;
but.were as often driven

back, and lanced by the cavalry. Thus the day passed in unim-

portant skirmishes, the troops crossed the river without molesta-

tion, and at nightfall every Indian vanished.

* Gorcihiso de la Vega, Lib. iii. c. 05. Portuguese Narrative, c. 20.
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CHAPTER LX.

DE SOTO SEXDS A MESSENGER TO THE NATIVES WITH OFFERS OF

PEACE ms TREATAIENT ENCAMP IN A CHICKASAW VILLAGE

TWO SOLDIERS CONDEMNED TO DEATH.

1540 .

The country in the neighborhood of the river was level and fer-

tile, with small scattered hamlets, in which the S{)aniards found

quantities of maize and dried pulse. Having broken up t!ie

piraguas for the sake of the nails, they resumed their maroli. and,

after travelling five days through a desert country, came to anoth-

er river,* where the Indians were colleetcd together to disjuite

the passage. Unwilling to expose his men to further los.-:. l^e

Soto halted for two days, until a canoe had been co|ifctnu tev!, in

wliieh he sen-t over an Indian mes.senger to the caciqui*. with of-

fers of peace and friendship. The savages seized the messengi r,

massacred him on the banks of the river, in sight of the Sj>an-

iards, and then, as if satisfied with this insulting sacrifice, ili.^-

persed with horid yclls.f

There being no longer any enemy to oppose his pa.^sage, Do

Soto conducted his troops across tlio stream, and then marclKtl

onward until, on tlielSth of Pecember, he arrived at the village of

* Siipj)asccl to bt* the Totnbi^bo.

13
f I’ortiiguosc Relation, c. ttO.
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Chicaza, from vrliicli the province took its name * It stood upon a

gentle liill, stretching from north to south, watered on either side

hy a small stream, bordered by groves of walnut and oak trees.

The weather w'as now severe, with snow' and ice, and the

troops suffered extremely in their encampments. The governor,

tlierefore, determined to take up his winter quarters at Chicaza.

For this purpose he ordered wood and straw to bo brought from

the neighboring hamlets, wherewith to construct houses; for,

notwithstanding there w'ere two hundred in the village, they w’ere

too small to shelter the army.

Nearly two months the Spaniards remained in this encamp-

ment, enjoying some quietude and repose. The cavalry daily

scoured the fields, and captured the Indians, whom the governor

sent to the cacique with presents and offers of peace and friend-

ship. The cacique made favorable replies, promising, from day

to day, to visit the camp, but as often excusing his delay, and

sending presents of fruit, fish, and venison. De Soto gave the

principal warriors of this chieftain a feast, at which was served

up some pork, whicli the Indians had never before tasted, and

so palatable and delicious did they find it, that from this time

tlicy would prowl about the encampment every night, to steal and

* Considering the nature of the countiy throuj^h -wliich they pa.«.'ed,

agreeing with the modem accoiuits of tliat region, the direction of the march,

the time, and tlie distance, it is very evident that tliis was the comitry of tlie

Cliickasaws, in the upper part of the State of MLssLsippi
;
and this village

probably stood on the western bank of the Yazoo, a branch of the ^Iksis-

sippi, about eighty leagues to the north-west of Mobile. Charlevoix remarks,

“Garcilaso do la Vega parle dos Chicacha.s dans son Histdre de la Conqueste

do hr Floride, ct il les place fi pen pres au meme endroit, on ils .sent encore

[>r<5.-ontfment.'’—Vulc Charlevoi-v, Jour. Hist. I.et. Kxix. p. 4CS
;
Ilelknap’s

Am. Riograpliy, Vol. i. p, 191
;

Flint’s Geog. aiid Hist, of the iMLsi.vippi, '\''ol

t. p. 407
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kill the swine. Two Indians, who were caught in the act, were

shot to death, by order of the governor, and a third had his

hands cut off, and was sent to his cacique as an example and warn-

ing to the other Indians.

About this time, four soldiers repaired to the dwelling of the

cacique, about a league from the camp, without the permission of

tlie governor, and carried off by force some skins and mantles,

which so enraged the Indians, that many of them abandoned

their homes. When Do Soto heard of this violence, he had them

all arrested; comdemned the two ringleaders, Francisco Osorio

and one Fuentez, to death, and confiscated the goods of all the

four culprits.

The priests and officers of the army supplicated the general

to mitigate the sentence, and begged the life of Francisco Osorio.

I)c Soto, however, was inflexible. The unfortunate criminals

were led forth into the public square to be beheaded. At this

moment a party of Indians arrived, being sent by the cacique,

to make his complaints. This event, which seemed calculated

to hasten the death of the Spaniards, was the moans of their sal-

vation. Juan Ortiz, the interpreter, instigated by Baltazar dc

Gallegos, and other officers of rank, cunningly gave a false in-

terpretation of the complaints of the indignant chieftain. Ho

told the governor that the cacique had sent these Indians to say,

that the soldiers were not guilty, and had in no wise offended him,

and that he would consider it as a great favor if they were par-

doned and set at liberty. Upon this the governor, pardoned the

criminals.* On the other hand, Ortiz assured the Indians, that

the soldiers who had injured them were in prison, and that the

governor would punish them in such an exemplary manner, as to

serve as an example to all others.

* Portuguo.^e Narration, c. 20.
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294 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

In the mean time, the subjects of this cacique kept up con-

stant alarms at night, as if about to assail the village
; but the

mojnent the soldiers sallied out, they would take to flight. The

governor suspected, however, that these were but sham attacks, in-

tended to render his sentinels careless and off their guard when

a real attack should be made. He exhorted his camp-master,

Luis de Mascoso, therefore, to be unceasing in his vigilance, and

to maintain a strict watch upon the camp at night. His suspi-

cions and expectations were correct, though unfortunately they

were but little heeded.
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CHAPTER LXI.

THE DESPERATE BATTLE OF CIIICAZA.

1541.

A DARK and cloudy night, when a north wind was blowing furious*

I3'. was chosen by the cacique for a grand assault upon the vil-

lage. Dividing his forces into tliree bands, to make the attack

at three several places, he led on the centre one in person, and ap-

proached in the dead of the night, with such silence, as to ar-

rive within a hundred paces of the sentinels without being per-

ceived. Having learnt by his scouts, that the two other bands

were equally advanced, he gave the signal of attack.

Iinmediately the air resounded with the blasts of conch shcli.s,

the rumbling of wooden drums, and the yells and war whoops of

the savages, who rushed like demons to the assault. Many had

lighted matches, like cords, made of a vegetable sul)stance, which

wliirled in the air, would blaze up into a flame; others had ar-

rows tipped with the same. These they hurled upon the houses,

wliich lK?ing of reeds and straw, instantly took fire, and, tlie wind

blowing strongly, were soon wrapped in flames.*

According to Biodma. the In lians having learned where the Spanish

sentinels wore posted, onterod two by two an unguardcil part of tlio vil'agc;

and witli tlic fire, whioli they concealed in small pots, soon set the ])hice in a

blaze, just a.s *he war-ahoop of another,band arose from without.



m-.

WK' 1||X>5' ‘^4^^ , .

• '•V^, K t’W t<fc' fl

u';.(

'
', - . • «

••pi * .'

t, "
V-: :• i> '»}-

' *' ^

'

.ASkOM33 10 aatTAfl aiAJaaiwa »nT
’

•
' " 4r.,

-IMI ^

, :V

*tathu\ 5«iiroW ww jbnny ithna a iwilir \huoh boa aaAa A

•fii adi UQqc ilcjwta « lol aiipbsa odi nowidaftaw ,^I

danifu »dl aiaifl o4 ;abiijsd iwrtdt olai wotol aidr^i^ibhiU -asitl

bfta m adl op bal ed Inaiw o!»irfJ

oi a# ^OflpUa daoa dJhr prf^ lo l>iwb oti) ni i>odoco-K|

•I'Kj ^oljd-li/odlJiir afpuiJna* otii 1o BPOoq[ LaibnuH a aldiiw ptH

abor.J lodlo ow) o^ti liufl ,*tiropi aid #mBpl ^i7«H .invipi

^ y jfoAiU lo Iim^a sHi pvjsa ad jf/oonaiba '^IIaopi>

^^Hpda flauop ^0 Ueald »dl dHw babnoocat lit &di ^lolflif/porail

\o eqoodTT tr.Tf htiK ellox; oaboow V> ^iiiMuiin ad>

hr.d ’{itcVi lioiiBaa aili oi aoocnab odil bpiftm odv ,r>5rrjB« ad)

dWilvr^PPiiaipdoa pfdJilo^y<a lo obaor ^lop pdif ftoHoififfl

-la^feiui txadie i^m&h qo jiwU <Moqw,?iU sdf nl b^liidw

tapsopil 0i() flpqo bolioif oc»ifT ^nwa pJI boqqil rwpi

bolw piO i>oa ,p72 ippJ viiaaJeiri .wxnJa boa tfewri lo 3«iW doUw
CL

"
- a? • # *

*^oidod /li bpqqfliw oooa oi^ir “SiiiwoM

'.^’
' dewitqfi PiU »mUw homsol ^ni i«i4 *rtiibi»l . oill .f>mi*'dfl ol s<uf>i^A •

' ;t»3Shfcr odj Ip ^tnq ii6Liitu^ti n« rwj o^rl l.!»'nP«w 9V>*ir rJ^MVioM

I a Of tmfq oU) h6 0009 ,*tioq lUkn m halcwooa \odi &Mw ,fxtd oili ibiw btu
^ Jcodtiv ratriJ Mtm inuwl^isxOoitft lo ad* Mt ieoj, .aifdd



20G CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

The Spaniards, although surprised by this suddeu and furious

ns.sault, rushed out to defend themselves. De Soto, who always

slept in his doublet and hose, that he might be prepared for such

emergencies, clasped on his casque, drew on a surcoat of quilted

cotton, three fingers in thickness, the best defence against the ar-

rows of the savages, and seizing buckler and lance, mounted his

horse, and dashed fearlessly into the midst of the enemy. Ten

or twelve horsemen followed him, though not immediately.

The soldiers in every direction started up, with their wonted

spirit, to battle with the Indians
;
but they labored under great

disadvantages. The strong wind, which blew the flames and smoke

directly in their faces, greatly disconcerted them. Some were

obliged to crawl out of their quarters on all fours, to cscapc-the

raging flames
;
some, bewildered, fled from house to house : others

rushed out into the plain
;
and some flew to rescue the sick and

the wounded, who were in a dwelling apart. Before succor ar-

rived, however, many of them had perished in the flames.

The cavalry had not time to arm themselves, or saddle their

steeds. Some led theirs forth, and hurried them from the flames
;

others, who had fastened up their horses with iron chains, on ac-

count of their being lestiff from high feeding, could not cast

them loose in the hurry, and had to leave them to their fate, and

fly for their own lives. A few who were enabled to mount gal-

loped to the assistance of the governor, wdio, with his scanty num-

ber of followers, had been battling for a long time with the ene-

my. The other two bands of Indians entered the village and at-

tacked the Spaniards on each flank
;
and, aided by the fire and

smoke, made great havoc.

Forty or fifty of the soldiers who were at the eastern end of

the village, where the flames and the battle raged most fiercely
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fled into the fields. Nufio Tobar rushed after them, sword in

hand, his coat of mail left unbuckled in the hurry. “ Turn, sol-

diers ! turn,” cried he, whither are you flying? Here is neither

Cordova nor Seville to give you refuge. Your safety lies in your

courage, and in the vigor of your arms
;
not in flight. At this

moment thirtj^ soldiers, from a part of the village which the flaine.s

had not reached, came up to intercept the fugitives. They taunt-

ed the recreant Spaniards with their shameful flight, and inducing

them to join forces, they hastened together to renew the combat.

At this time, Andres de Yasconcclos, with twenty-four chosen

cavaliers of his company, all Portuguese hidalgos, most of whom

had served as horsemen in the wars on the African frontier, charg-

ed o!i the main body of the enemy. lie was accompanied by Nu-

fio Tobar, on foot. The fury of their attack forced the savages

to retire.

This timely reinforcement gave new courage to the handful of

Spaniards, who, headed by the governor, were fighting in that

quarter. Do Soto had marked an Indian warrior, who had fought

with great fury and success. Closing in with him, he gave him a

thrust of the lance
;
and cliarging upon him. and leaning with all

his force upon the right stirrup to repeat the blow, the saddle,

which liad been left ungirt in the confusion of the assault, slipped

ofl', and Do Soto fell with it in the midst of the enemy. The

Spaniards, seeing his peril, dashed in, horse and foot, to his rescue,

and kept the Indians at bay, until he was extricated and his

steed saddled, when, vaulting upon his back, he pricked again into

the fight.

The Indians, at lengtli completely vanquished, fled from the

fiejd of battle. De Soto, with his troopers, pursued them as long

as they could be distingui.shed by the light of the burning village
;
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then ordering the recall to be sounded, he returned to ascertain

his loss. He found it greater than he had imagined. Forty Span-

iard.s had fallen in the combat. Among the dead was a Spanish

woman, the wife of a worthy soldier, and the only female who had

accompanied the army. Her husband had left her behind when

he riKslied forth to fight. She had escaped from the house, but

r(‘turncd to save some pearls
;
the flames cut off her second re-

treat. and she was found afterwards burned to death.

Fifty horses, also, had perished, and many more were wounded.

Above twenty of them had been either burnt or shot down with

arrows, in the houses where their masters had been obliged to

leave them tied up. The darts had been skilfully aimed at the

mo.st vital parts. One horse had two shafts through the heart,

shot from opposite directions. iVnother horse, and one of the

broadest and heaviest in the army, was shot by such a vigorous

arm. that the arrow had passed through both shoulders, and four

fingers’ breadth beyond.

Another loss, which grieved the Spaniards, W’as that of the

swine which they had brought with them, to stock their j)rojected

settlement. These had been shut up in an inclosure roofed with

straw, and nearly all perished in the flames.

In examining the bodies of the Indians killed in the battle, the

Spaniards found three cords wound round several of them. These,

it is said, they had brought to secure their anticipated spoils
;
one

being intended to bind a Spanish captive, another to lead off a

hor.se, and the third to tie up a hog. The story, how’cver, savors

strongly of camp gossip.

This disastrous battle, following on the ruinous one of 3Iau-

vi!a. increased the gloom and exasperation of spirit of Do Soto.

He made strict inquiry into the night attack, and the circum*
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stances which had enabled the enemy to approacli, undiscovered,

and surprise them so fatally. All this he attributed to gross

negligence, on the part of Luis de Moscoso, in respect to placing

sentinels and going the rounds. Ho had probably been already

provoked by the tardy arrival of Moscoso on the fatal battle-field

of Mauvila
;
and now, in this additional cause of vexation, forgot

his feelings of friendship to his old brother in arms. In his in-

dignation he deposed Moscoso from his post of master of the

camp, and appointed in his place the bold Baltazar de Gallegos.*

* Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. iii. c. 36, 37. Portuguese IS'arrativc, c, 20.

Piedma in Recueil de Pieces sur la Floride, par H, Teruaux-Compaa-i.

13*
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CHAPTER LXII.

ITIK SPANIARDS REMOVE TO CHICACILLA OCCURRENCES THERE THE

EXPLOIT OF JUAN DE GUZMAN THE INVENTION OF ONE OF THE

SOLDIERS ASA PROTECTION AGAINST THE COLD.

IS'll.

Three clays after the battle, the Spaniards shifted their encamp-

ment to a more advantageous position, about a league distant,

whicli they called Chicacilla.* Here they set up a forge, and

busied themselves in newly tempering their swords, injured by

the fire, and in making saddles, and shields, and lances, to replace

those which had been consumed.

In tliis village they sojourned the remainder of the winter,

suffering grievously from the extreme cold. They were in wretch-

ed plight, having saved no clothing from the late battle, except

what they chanced to have on their backs. TVlien the savages

learnt the extent of the havoc they had made, their fierce s])irits

were aroused anew*, and they hovered every night round the camp,

making repeated assaults, and sounding frequent alarms. The

Spaniards, lest the Indians should fire the houses, as they had

done those of Chicaza, remained all the night long without the

’tillage, arrayed in four different scpiadrons, with sentries posted.

* That is, a J.ittlc Chicaza.
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DESPERATE EXCOUNTER. SOI

They were obliged to maintain a vigilant watch, for the savages

burst upon them at all hours. In these nocturnal skirmishes,

many were killed and wounded on both- sides.

Every morning De Soto dispatched four or five parties of

horse, in diflcrent directions, to scour the country. They cut

down every Indian they encountered, and always returned at sun-

set, with the assurance' that there was not an Indian breathing

within four leagues. In four or five hours afterwards, however,

hordes of Indians would attack them. It seemed almost incredi-

ble tliat the savae;es could have assembled in so short a time.

One night a band of Indians approaclicd warily the place

wliere Captain Juan de Guzman, with his company, were po.stcd.

De Guzman, perceiving them by the light of the blazing fagots,

sprang upon his horse, and, followed by five liorsemen and a few

foot, cliarged down upon them. De Guzman, who was a cavalier

of unflincliing spirit, though of a delicate form, singled out an In-

dian in the vanguard, who carried a banner, and made a lunge at

him with his lance. The Indian, avoiding the blow, caught the

lance with his right hand, wrested it from De Guzman, then seized

him by the collar, and giving him a violent jerk, hurled him from

the saddle to his feet
;

all this while holding the banner in his

left hand.

The soldiers, witnessing the imminent danger of their leader,

rushed in, cut the Indian to pieces, and put the whole band of

savages to rout. The troopers dashed after them in hot pur.suit.

The ground favored the movements of tlie horse, and the Sj»an-

iards would have signally avenged their late di.sastcr, had not

their career been suddenly arrested by the cry of To the camp * to

tlie camp !'’ At this startling summons, they wheeled about and

galloped back -to the cncampmenf. and thus the fugitives escaped.
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The alarm was raised by* one of the monks, ^Yho was fearful that

the troopers, in their vengeful pursuit, might fall into some ambush

of tlic enemy. Forty Indians fell in'this aSray. The Spaniards

lost two of their steeds, and two were wounded.

The army remained in this encampment until the end of

March. Besides being unceasingly harassed by the enemy, they

suffered bitterly from the cold, which was rigorous in the extreme

;

cspeclully to men who had to pass every night under arms, with

scarce any clothing.

• In this extremity, however, they were relieved by the ingcniii-

t}' of one of the common soldiers. He succeeded in making a

matting, four fingers in thickness, of a long and soft kind of grass,

or dried ivy, one half of which served as a mattress, and the other

half was turned over as a blanket. He likewise made many

others for his companions, who all assisted him in the manufac-

ture.

These rustic beds were brought every night to the mainguard,

and, wirti their aid, those who were on duty w’cre enabled to en-

dure the severe cold of the winter nights. The army also found

abundant provisions of maize and dried fruits in the neighbor-

hood.*

* Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. iii. c. 30. Portuguese Narrative, c. 21.
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CHAPTER LXIII.

JTAN DE ANASCOj AND A DETACimENT OF HORSE AND FOOT, HAVE A

BRUSH WITH THE NATIVES
;
AND HOW HE WAS TAUNTED BY THEM

STORMING OF THE FORTRESS OF ALIBAAIO CHALLENGE OF AN

INDIAN WARRIOR, AND HOW HE FARED IN CONSEQUENCE.

1541.

On the first of April, the army broke up their encampment.

They journeyed four leagues the first day, tlirough a champaign

country thickly studded with small hamlets, and halted in a plain

beyond the territory of Chicaza
;
vainly fancying that the In-

dians, now that they had left their province, would no longer mo-

lest them.

A strong party of horse and foot, commanded by Juan de

ATiasco, which was foraging for provisions, came in sight of an

Indian fortress, garrisoned by a great body of savages, wlio look-

ed like devils rather than men. Their bodies were painted in

stripes, white, black, and red, as if clothed with fantastic garments.-

Their faces were blackened, and they had red circles round tlieir

eyes, wiiich gave them a ferocious aspect
;

wliile some wore feath-

ers upon their heads, and others horns. On seeing tlie Spaniards

they sallied forth, shouting and yelling, and beating wooden drums.

De Afiasco retreated to an open field within a cross-bow shot
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of the fortress, and drew up his cross-bow men with their buck-

lers before the horses, to protect them. In this way ho received

the light skirmishing assaults of the Indians. The latter, seeing

t!ie inferiority of the Spaniards, taunted them from a distance,

by a singular piece of mummery. Having kindled a great fire in

front of tlicir fort, they pretended to knock one of their compan-

ions on the head with a club, and then swung him by the feet and

shoulders, as if they would tlirow him into the flames: thereby

giving the Spaniards to understand the treatment they were to

expect. Juan de Anasco was of too irritable a temperament to

bear such taunts patiently, but felt the insutficlcncy of his force

to attack the fortress. lie dispatched, therefore, three troopers

to the governor, to entreat assistance.

Leaving one third of the infantry and cavalry to guard the

camp, I)e Soto immediately marched out with the remainder, to the

assault of the fort, which was called Alibamo.* This fortress was

built in the form of a quadrangle, of strong palisades. The four

.‘^ides were each four hundred paces in Icngtii. Within, the fort

was traversed from side to side by two other palisades, dividing

it into separate parts. In the outer wall were three portals, so

low and narrow that a man could not enter them mounted on

horse. Passing tlirough these, appeared the other wall, with

thre.e entrances, and behind that a third
;
so that if the outer

wall were gained, the garrison could retreat to the second, and so

on. In the last w^all were three portals, opening upon a narrow

and deep river, that flowed in the rear of the foft.f So high were

* c give the name according to the Inca. BieJnia calls it Alihaiiio, and

Jic rortngi:o5c narrator Alirnnnni. Mr. Meek says, this is no doubt the

'>ri_:uial of the werd Alabama,—wliich sigriihes, in the Muscoghee tongue,
* //' rc rest.’

f ^^unjx>;H‘d to be the Yazoo river, in the county of Tallahatchie. In the
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the banks of this stream, that it was exceedingly difficult to clam-

ber up them on foot, and they were inaccessible for horse. A few

rude and dilapidated bridges were thrown across the river, afford-

ing a difficult passage.

The Indians had constructed their fort in this manner, that

the Spaniards might not avail themsolves of their horses, but be

obliged to battle with them foot to foot, when they fancied they

were not only equal but even superior to their enemies.

De Soto, having carefully reconnoitred the fortress, ordered a

hundred of the best armed horsemen to dismount, and, forming

three squadrons, advance, three abreast, and commence the attack;

whilst the foot, who w^ere less completely cased in defensive ar-

mor, should support their rear
;
and, together, they should strive

to seize the three entrances. The slight formed but brave Juan

de Guzman led on one of the squadrons; Alonso Komo dc Car-

deiiosa, another; and the stout Gonzalo Silvestre, the third.

The Indians, wdio liad until this moment remained shut up in

their fortress, perceiving the preparations of the Spaniards for

valuable work of Squier and Davi::, published by tlio Smithsouuui In-

stitute, there Ls a description, furnislied by the Kcv. R. Morii\ <>f s<>mo

works in this region, which ho is di-:posed to ascribe to Do Soto, but wlii- h

are probabl , tlie remains of this or a similar fortiiicatixu thro\\ u up by the

natives, and so frequently noticed in every account of De Soto'.s cx[h (iiii< ii.

It is very judiciously observed by these gentlemen, that “laid Hernando de

Soto erected one tenth of the works wliich have been ascribed to him, i.n tlie

States bordering the Gnlf, in 'I’enncssee, and even in Kentucky, he must haw-

found ample demands on his time and' exertions. It is mo.-it likely, huwev« r,

tliat the intervals between his tedious and toilsome marclies were «*c‘cupt<’d

more profitably, if not less laboriously, than in the erection of viu^t eiirth

stnicturc-s of this <lescription, which, wlicn finished, could not po-«ibIy have

servcvl liim any u<eful piu-posc. His haudful of weary IbUowers probably

found in a small stockade of logs a better defence, ami one more ebvioiisly

within tlieir capabilities of construction.”
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the assault, sallied out to battle, a hundred men from each portal.

At the first discharge, Diego de Castro, Luis Bravo, and Francis-

co de Figueroa, were brought to the ground, mortally wounded.

All three were pierced in the thigh, with arrows barbed with flint

;

for the savages, having gained some experience during their war-

fare with the Spaniards, always aimed at the thigh, which was

never guarded. The Spaniards, seeing their companions fall,

shouted to one another to rush in, and leave the Indians no time

to gall them with their arrows. They charged furiously, and

drove the enemy before them, to the very portals of the fortress.

While Juan de Anasco and Andres de Yasconcelos attacked

the savages on the flank, De Soto, with twenty horse, charged

upon the other. As the governor was spurring onward, an arrow

struck him upon bis casque with such force that it rebounded a

pike’s length in the air, and De Soto confessed afterwards that it

made his eyes flash Are. Pres’sed by the united shock of horse

and foot, the Indians made for the entrances of the fort, but

these were so narrow that a great number were slaughtered with-

out the walls. The Spaniards rushed in, pell-mell, with them.

The carnage within the fortrcs.% was dreadful. The Indians

were crowded together, and the Spaniards, remembering the in-

juries they had received from them during the past winter, gave

loose to their rage, and massacred them without mercy. As they

wore no defensive, armor, they were easily dispatched. Many,

trusting to their agility, leaped the wall into the plains, and, fall-

ing into the hands of the soldiers, were instantly slain. Many

escaped, by the portals in the rear, to the bridges
;
but in their

haste to cross, several were jostled into the river, which flowed at

a great distance beneath. Others, pressed by the enemy, threw

themselves from the banks and swam across. In a short time.
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PROWESS OF SALINAS. 30'J

the fortress was abandoned and in the power of the Spaniards;

while those Indians who reached the opposite bank placed them-

/Selves in battle array.

One of the savages who had escaped, desirous of showing his

skill with the bow and arrow, separated himself from his compan-

ions, and shouted to the Spaniards, giving them to understand,

by signs and words, that he challenged any archer to come out

and have a sho't with him, to prove which man was the better

marksman. Upon this, Juan de Salinas, a brave Austrian hidal-

go, who with some companions had sheltered himself among trees

from the arrows, stepped forth, and walking down to the bank ot

the river, took his stand opposite to the Indian. One of his com-

panions called to him to wait until he should come to guard him

with his shield
;
but Salinas refused to take any advantage of his

enemy. lie placed an arrow in his cross-bow, while the Indian

also selected one from his quiver, and both drew at the same mo-

ment.

The dart of Juan de Salinas took effect, and pierced the

Indian’s breast. He would have fallen, but was received in the

arms of his companions, who bore him away, more dead than

alive. The Indian’s arrow pierced the Spaniard in the nape of

the neck, and remained crossed in the wound. Salinas returned

with it in this state to his comrades, well pleased with his success.

The comrades of the fallen Indian allowed him to depart without

molestation, as the challenge. had been man to man.

The Adelantado, determined to punish the impudence and

daring of these Indians, called on the cavalry to follow hiiii; and,

crossing the river by an easy ford above the fort, galloped out

up.^11 the plain
;

then, charging upon the savages, he pursued

them for more than a league, with great slauglitcr
;
and had
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night not interposed, not one would have survived to tell the

tale. As it was, the carnage was very great.

When the Spaniards gave up the pursuit, they returned to

tlieir encampment, and halted there four days until the wounded

were restored. Fifteen subsequently died. Of these were the

three cavaliers who had fallen at the commencement of the battle.

Tlicy were greatly lamented by their companions, for they were

noble, young, and valiant
;

not one of them had reached his

twenty-fifth year.*

* Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. iii. c. 35. Portuguese Nan-ativc, c. 20.

Biedma in Recueil de Pieces sur la Floride, par II. Temaux-Compaus.
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CHAPTER LXIV.

THE SPANIARDS COME IN SIGHT OF THE MISSISSIPPI THE CACIQUE

CHISCA HIS HOSTILE MOVEMENTS.

1541.

After four days the Spaniards departed from tlie encampment

of Alibamo, .still marching towards the north, to avoid the sea.

For seven days they traversed an uninhabited country, full of

forests and swamps, where they had sometimes to swim their

horses.* At length they came in sight of a village, called Chisca.

It was seated near a wide and rapid river, and as it was the

largc.st they had discovered in Florida, they called it llio Grande.

This was the ‘-Father of Waters,” the mighty ^li.ssissippi.f Do

Soto was the first European who looked out upon the turbid

waters of this magnificent river, and that event has more surely

enrolled his name among those who 'will ever live in American

history, than if he had discovered mines of gold and silver. The

* Portuguc.se It elation, a 22.

f The Inca, on the authority of Juan Cole.'*, one of the followers of

Pc Soto, say.-», that tlic Tudian name of the river was Chucagua. dlic Portu*

gue.se narrator says, that in one place it was called Tumalisou
;
in another

Tapata
;

in another Mico
;
and at that part where it enters into tlie .'^ea, Ri.

It Ls probable it had ditierent names among the diiferent Indian tribe.s. llio

village of Chisca is called Quizquiz, by the Portuguese narrator.
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Indians of this province, owing to their unceasing warfare with

the natives of Chicaza, and the country lying between them being

unpeopled, knew nothing of the approach of tlic strangers. The

moment the Spaniards descried the village, they rushed into it

in a disorderly manner, took many prisoners, of both sexes and

of all ages, and pillaged the houses.

On a high artificial mound, on one side of the village, stood

the dwelling of the caciqae, which served as a fortress. The only

ascent to it was by two ladders Many of the Indians took re-

fuge there, whilst others fled to a dense wood, that arose between

the village and the river. Chisca, the chieftain of the province,

was very old, and lying ill in his bed. Hearing tlie tumult and

shouts, however, he raised himself and went forth
;
and as he

beheld the sacking of his village and the capture of his vassals,

he seized a tomahawk and began to descend in a furious rage,

threatening vengeance and extermination to all who had dared to

enter his domains without permission. Vrith all these bravadoes

the caci<|uc, besides being infirm and exceedingly old, was pitiful

in his dimensions
;

the most miserable little Indian that the

Spaniards had seen in all their marchings. He was animated,

however, by the remembrance of the deeds and exploits of his

youth, for he had been a doughty w'arrior, and ruled over a vast

province.

The women and attendants of the cacique surrounded him,

and with tears and entreaties prevailed upon him not to descend;

at the same time, those w'ho came up from the village informed

him that the enemy were men such as they had never before be-

held or heard of, and that they came upon strange animals of

great size and wonderful agility. If you desire to battle with

them,” said they, to avenge this injury, it wdll bo better to sum-
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INDIAN COUNCIL. 811

moil together the warriors of the neighborhood and await a more

fitting opportunity. In the mean time let us put on the semblance

of friendship, and not, by any inconsiderate rashness, provoke otir

destruction.” With these, and similar arguments, the women and

attendants of the cacique prevented his sallying forth to battle.

He continued, however, in great wrath, and when the governor

sent him a message, offering peace, he returned an answer, refus-

ing* all amity, and breathing fiery vengeance.

De Soto and his followers, wearied out with the harassing

warfare of the past winter, were very desirous of peace. Having

pillaged the village and offended the cacique, they were in some-

thing of a dilemma
;
accordingly, they sent him many gentle and

most soothing messages. Added to their disinclination for war,

they observed, that during the three hours they h.ad halted in the

village, nearly four thousand well armed warriors had ralliLd

round the cacique, and they feared, that if such a multitude could

assemble in such a short time, there must be, large reinforcements

in reserve. They perceived, moreover, that the situation of the

village was very advantageous for the Indians, and very unfavor-

abb to them : for the plains around were covered with trees and

intersected by numerous streams, which would impede the mi*ve-

ments of the cavalry. But more tlian all this, they had learned

from sad experience, that these incessant conflicts did not in the

least profit them : day after day man and horse were slain, and

in the midst of a hostile country, and far from home or hope of

succor, their number was gradually dwindling away.

The Indians held a council to discuss the messages of the

strangers. ^lany were for war
;
they were enraged with tiie im-

prisonment of their wives and children, and the pilhige of their

property; to recover which, according to their fierce notions, the
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only recourse vras arms. Others, who had not lost an}^ thing, yet

desired hostilities, from a natural inclination for fighting. They

wi.shed to exhibit their valor and prowess, and to try what kind

of men these were, who carried sucli strange arms. The more

pacific savages, however, advised that the proffered peace should be

accepted, as the surest means of recovering their wives and chil-

dren and effects; they added, that the enemy might burn their

villages and lay waste tlieir fields, at a time when their grain was

almost ripening, and thus add to their calamities. The valor

of these strangers, said they, is sufficiently evident
;
for men who

have passed through so many enemies, cannot be otherwise than

brave.

Tins latter counsel prevailed. The cacique, dissembling his^

anger, replied to the envoy, that since the Spaniards entreated for

peace, he would grant it, and allow them to halt in the village,

and give them food, on condition that they would immediately

free his subjects and restore their effects
;
not keeping a single

article. He also stipulated that they should not mount to see

him. If these terms were accepted, he said, he would be friend-

ly
;

if not, he defied them to the combat.

The Spaniards readily agreed to these conditions; the prison-

ers and plunder were restored, and the Indians departed from the

village, leaving food in the dwellings for the Spaniards, who so-

journed here six days to tend the sick. On the last day, with

the permission of the cacique, Do Soto visited him, and thanked

him for his friendship and hospitality, and on the subsequent day

they resumed their march.



J^QWCUH HO TaaupHOO M ,..
m

,,'>'13^-. W.

^ '"f
aJ.'J.

I
taJL\Sk'MtpiiCac*w^

hi iui. X-» ol i>«» *>«

r.om 9aT-.tn™o8fl«M«ka. Wru»

U blnoJe 0^ ^ »*>“

-lid. b.t* ii*dl 8oh^o«« t«fi,a. «<1». «!

-,i.di nt«d ldsi«
‘

\,hn • '•
,

.lolnv »dT .wUioisIw ib.U o> iU wdl b« .SO'o^l"

«dw BOW ttoosWac. U ,r.<» b«. »«<“

n<uU Mhn»«llo'»d lonosa ^Iou>b9 \atia ot b^H ?«

.WaaitdmoTibVpiotoijT ;WU»«4 I«<u.^
”““I

. b.Wns »b»ifl*ia »it9?oi» ,t0T«» 6/U.oJ b*d‘i9i,i'»8''

‘4«.1Ut <mU ni lua "«»4»^/won. fan. ^ J««8
»'«f»

Wi«.*x»dl ioJ* »<>!»«'«»•
J’"*

>.,lg«i.< 8o5l9»i lo« ,-»»» aioJ*
’J

'

«“„oJ l««o« J9« U»od«t9df ».J1 b9»«Wqin

-buoM 9J b!«<^ 9< .bi« *<1
« “

j»<JiflV)9 9«W 0* naii btiob oi',i«it 1» > X*

-ao«aq adt •..floi.ibn<« o«d9 ol b^xlib«>t

. ,ii be^ob adl b«« M^oi*>n 'f'T ,

^odn isailterb ««ii «i

d,ir!x9b^d) bO .da!. «U baal o4 xi. »«d bwauoj

v4» lfla«jH*>* »‘i*'“'» biM.XJlI.Jiq'O'* b.«'q*d«bn<»,tl “•* '**Vf^
,



CHiVTTER LXV.

THE SPANIARDS PREPARE TO CROSS THE MISSISSIPPI A CACIQUE,

WITH A LARGE FLEET OF CANOES, COMES TO VISIT THE GOVER-

NOR : THE RESULT OF THEIR INTERVIEW PASSAGE OF THE MIS-

SISSIPPI ARRIVAL AMONG THE KASKASKIAS IN'DIANS.

1541.

Departing from Chisca, the army travelled by slow journeys of

three leagues a day, on account of the wounded and sick. They

followed up the windings of the river until the fourth day, xvhen

they came to an opening in the thickets. Heretofore, they had

been threading a vast and dense forest, bordering the stream',

whose banks were so high on both sides, that they could ncitlicr

descend nor clamber up them. De Soto found it necessary to

halt in this plain twenty days, to build boats or piraguas to cross

the river; for on tlie opposite bank a great multitude of Indian

warriors were assembled, well armed, and with a fleet of canoes

to defend the passage.

The morning after the governor had encamped, some of the

natives visited him. Advancing, without speaking a word, and

turning their faces to the east, they made a profound genuflection

to the sun
;
then facing to the west, they made the same obeisance

to the moon, and concluded with a similar, but less humble rover-
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ence to De Soto. They said that they came in the name of the

cacique of the province, and in the name of all his subjeets, to

bid them welcome, and to offer their friendship and services
;
and

added, that they were desirous of seeing what kind of men these

strangers were, as there was a tradition handed down from their

ancestors^ that a white people would come and conquer their eoun-

try.* The Adelantado said many kind things in reply, and dis-

missed them, well pleased with their courteous reception.

The cacique sent him repeated messages of kindness, but

never visited the encampment; excusing himself on account of

ill health. Ilis subjects aided the Spaniards with much cheerful-

ness
;
while the Indians from the opposite side of the river har-

assed them continuall}'; crossing over in their canoes, and launch-

ing arrows at them, while at work. The archers and cross-bow

men, however, as on a former occasion, concealed themselves in

pits, until the enemy drew nigh, then suddenly rising and firing

upon them, they scattered them with great slaughter.

One da\', while at work, they perceived a fleet of two hundred

canoes, descending the river. They were filled with armed In-

dians, painted after their wild fashion, adorned with feathers of

every color, and carrying shields in their hands, made of the buf-

falo hide, wherewith some sheltered the rowers, while others stood

in the prow and poop of the canoe Vvith their bows and arrows.

The canoes of the cacique and chief warriors were decorated with

fanciful awnings, under which they sat and gave their orders to

those who rowed. “ It was a pleasing sight,” says the Portuguese

narrator, to behold these wild savages in their canoes, which

were neatly made and of great size, and, with their awnings, color-

ed feathers and waving standards, appeared like a fleet of galleys.”

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 22.
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They paddled to within a stone’s throw of the shore, where

the governor was standing, surrounded by his officers. The ca-

cique addressed him, and professed that ho came to offer his ser-

vices and assure him of his obedience, as he had been informed

that he was tlie most powerful prince of the whole earth. De

Soto returned him thanks, and begged him to land, that they

might converse more, conveniently. The cacique returned no an-

swer, but sent throe canoes on shore with presents of fruit, and

bread made of the pulp of a certain kind of plum.* The gover-

nor again iinportuned the savage to land, but perceiving him to

hesitate, and suspecting a treacherous and hostile intent, mar.slial-

Icd his men in order of battle. Upon this, the Indians turned

tlieir prows and fled. The cross-bow men sent a flight of arrows

after them, and killed five or six of their number. They retreat-

ed in good order, covering the rowerswith their shields. Several

times after this, they landed to attack the soldiers, as was sup-

posed, but the moment the Spaniards charged upon them, they

fled to their canoes.

At the end of twenty days, four piraguas were built and

launched. About three hours before the dawn of day. Do Soto

ordered them to bo manned, and four troopers of tried cmiragc

to go in each.

The rowers pulled strongly, and when they were within a

stone’s throw of the shore, the troopers dashed into the water, and

meeting with no opposition from the enemy, they easily effected

a landing, and made themselves masters of the pass. Two hours

before the sun went down, the whole army had passed over the

Mississippi.

* Tlie Persimmon. Loaves are .still made of tliis wild fruit amoug tlie

Indians and settlers of the AVe.st.



wo«i» s'MJott « ntiiiiw ®1 bsH»b*<i toiPT

i.,
.CO odT iTCTofflo »iiJ7.a i»bnuoiM«,sotbnrt« mw vwi»70| oilJ

3'am »id WBoi>i oiaco «4 «'dl*b9»0l<>tq[^l)ii« Vrt bosmbba oni^

' b»ionaai “«o*J|fb«il »J ea .soaaiboilo aid Un«d Mt«B« boa «ooi»

oC-'i‘.il»TM utodwttdj ^9 lalao-woq Uow »<ll mw od

•toU) J«Jl ,bfl)d 04 miiIjboi3o<J bo« .EdiicHJ »id Iwa-mlot . oJoa

-Oil wr boi^joJotionidoiiooiiT .xflmKaoraoo .atom wntaoo Jd3'«

bnc (liinl 1* aiooKJiq dtiw Modi oo Boonco ttnd) 4aat J»d ,ra»»

-19703 •.molq bj bnii outhao • b» qliiq »»fJ b> »b«o baoid

o» mid snhiooiwjW .boid ol 08*7** odi baioiluxinii oi»S* »««

-taiiwcoj^uotMi uUlwMt ba» W5»945*««* « Sailosqaa* bna,9l4li«»i

bwirJ «oabuI odJ .cull t-AUiod 'ki lofawni aam eiJ b»l

awOTii iilgili i *ua# noBi Wod ttoio odT i»oB boo «T«nq «7*

v4enln x-JilT, tM?.?* *'» ’» *”^**’‘ **"“
'“’r*

’ 3icvr«8 jiUsid*' iWJ ilJiwwaoi »dl jffiwvoo ,i*bto bocj ol b»

-qua **<r*a ,n9iblo* odl ioaJta^ faoboaJ x**!*

, X»d» I'lmit noqu bojiiido »biaiaoqa arfJ Inowoin «d> Jud tb9«<l

•

' .«-»PW liodl oJ boS

boa Iliad ow^' seogatiq iB®» Wb 1<*iba9,#d» lA.

«Jt>8 "oO vt**b *l« tt'Bab odJ oiolo*^ aiwpd txytd) Jiodonocl

ogcuajO b»h»'V> »rji|<M»} iwA t>ga ^oobbib od oi tn»dJ bsiabio

1.'^ ,i% .doaooJoioi

AjjidJw pod»,bnc ,xl8'“*’^* bqUpq »i»woi adT

I " bna ,7oJcw *dJ qJfli bod»»b noqom) odi .aioda oiU lo wotiU s'onoM

“ xli*j«"x»d.SX'"3'“^^
Boilitoqqo.w dliw smJooiB

auM e »Tr-t «a*<! »dJ to MoJeam Mxiowaaii* »b«« boa aniboal a

lt::^iU*^79 bsUaq bcd\iiiia olodw »dl^»®bW 5« '»dl »ioW

mi

t

Odb 4^ira Wi <r auiJ lo •»!iMA . liiil viz i^rofKt junofuklfi^ siTT •

. 9ib Vi rifi* tnnif*rtl

it

0
:¥f.

J
M



31G COXQITEST OF FLORIDA.

The river in this place, sa3's the Portuguese historian, was a

half league from one shore to the other, so that a man standing

still could scarce bo discerned from the opposite shore. It wars

of great depth, of wonderful rapidity, and very muddy
;
and was

always filled vatli floating trees and timber, carried down by the

force of the current.*

Breaking up the boats as before, to preserve the nails, they

proceeded onward four days, through a wilderness, interseoted in

man}’ places by morasses which the^" were obliged to ford; and,

on the fifth day, from the summit of a high ridge, the}' descried

a large village, containing about four hundred dwellings. It was

seated on the banks of a river, the borders of which, as far as the

eye could reach, were covered with luxuriant fields of maze, inter-

spersed with groves of fruit trecs.f The natives, who had al-

ready received notice of their approach, thronged out in crowds to

receive them, freclj' offering their houses and effects for their use.

Two Indian chiefs arrived in a short time, with a train of war-

riors, bearing a welcome from tlieir caci<|uc, and an offer of his

services. The governor received them very courteoush', and

treated tliera with much kindness, so that the}' went away well

pleased.

The Spaniards finding abundance of food for man and horse,

lialtcd for six days in the village, which bore the name of Cas-

(jiiin or Cas(|ui, as did the whole province and its caci(|ue. j

* Portuguese Xairative, c. 22. lliis 'place, wlicrc De Soto and liis army

oiossed the Mississippi, was probably tlie lowest Chickasaw Bluff, one of the

ancient crossing places, between the thiiiv'-fourth and thirty-fifth parallel of

latitude.

f Probably tlic river St. Francis.

X Supposed to be the same as the Kaskaskias Indians, who, at that time,

p*C'tplod a province southwest of the ^lis.^ouri. Vide Nuttall’s Arkansas, p.

•5a, 2oi>, Cliarlcvobc, Journal IIist< riqne, Vol. hi. lot. 28.
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MEETING WITH THE CxVCIQUE. n

Resuming their journey, they marched through a populous

and champaign country, where the land was more elevated and

the soil less alluvial than any they had yet seen on the borders

of the Mississippi. The fields were overflowingly fruitful
;
the

pecan nut, the red and gray plum, and mulberry trees, grew there

in abundance.* In two days they came to the chief town, where

the cacique resided. It was seated on the same side of the river,

about seven leagues above, and in a very fertile and populous

country. Here they were all received by the cacique, who made

him a present of mantles,! skins, and fisli
;
and invited l)c Soto

to lodge in his habitation. It stood on a high artificial hill one

side of the village, and consisted of twelve or thirteen large

houses for the accommodation of his numerous family of women

and attendants. The governor declined the invitation, for fear

of incommoding him. A part of the army quartered in the

house.s, the remainder lodged in bowers, which the Indians quick-

ly built of green branches, in groves close by. It was now the

month of May, and as the weather was becoming oppressive!}'

warm, the tenants of these rustic bowers found them truly de-

lightful.

* Portu^'uese Narrative, c. 2.'!. Suj)posed to bt) the country of the Little

Prairie auJ that chain of liigh land extending to New 3Iadrid
;
in the vicinity

of which are to be seen many aboriginal remains. Vide Nuttall’s Ark:msa«,

p. 251.

! These mantles were fabricated fi'om coarse threads of the bark of isves

and nettles.
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CHAPTER LXn.

A RELIGIOUS CEREAfONY ON THE RANKS OF THE MISSISSIPri.

1541.

The army remained tranquil in tins village during three days,

with much good feeling on both sides. On the morning of the

fourth the cacique, accompanied by all his principal subjects,

came into the presence of De Soto, and making a profound obeis-

ance, “ Senor,” said he, “ as you arc superior to us in prowess, and

surpass us in arms, we likewise believe that your God is better

than our God ! These you behold before you, are the chief war-

riors of my dominions, We supplicate you to pray to your God

to send us rain, for our fields are parched for the want of water !’’*

Do Soto replied, that although he and all his followers were

but sinners, yet tliey would supplicate God, the fiithcr of mercies,

to show mercy unto them. In the presence of the cacique, he

then ordered liis chief carpenter, Francisco the Genoese, to hew

down the highest and largest pine tree in the vicinity, and con-

struct of it a cross. •

* Tlio Portuguese narrator says, tliat the caclcpie besought him to restore

^ight two blind men he had brought witli him, and Blodma tliat the lufJian

thh-f Ix'ggod him to leave beliiud him a cross, by supplicating which he miglit

obtain help in his numerous wars.
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RELIGIOUS PROCESSION. Zl'f

They immediately felled one, of such immense size, that a hun-

dred men could not raise it from the ground. They formed of

it a perfect cross, and erected it on a high hill, on the banks of

the river, which served the Indians as a watchtower, overlooking

ever}- eminence in tlie vicinity. Every thing was prepared in

two days, and the governor ordered that the next morning all

should join in a solemn procession to it, except an armed squad-

ron of horse and foot, who should be on the alert, to protect the

army.

The cacique walked beside the governor, and many of the

savage warriors mingled among the Spaniards. Before them

went a choir of priests and friars, chanting the litany, while the

soldiers responded. The procession, in which were more tlian a

thousand persons, both Spaniards and Indians, wound slowly and

solemnly along, until it arrived before the cross, where all sank

upon tlieir knees. Two or three prayers were now offered up

;

they then arose, and, two by two, approached the holy emblem,

bent the knee before it, and worshipped and kissed it.*

On the opposite shore of the river were collected fifteen or

twenty thousand savages, of both sexe.^, and all ages, to witne>.s

this singular but imposing ccremon}'. With their arms extemkd,

and their hands raised, they watched the movements of tlic Span-

iards. Ever and anon they raised -their eyes to heaven, and made

signs with their faces and hands, as if asking of God to listen to

the Christian prayer. Then would they raise a low and wailing

cry, like people in excessive grief, echoed by the plaintive iniir-

murings of their children's voices. Be Soto and his followers

were moved to tenderness, to behold, in a strange and heathen

* Biedma adds, that the Indians brought with them a quantity of reeds

and wtdled the cros.s around.
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land, a savage peoplCj worshipping, with such deep humility and

tears, the emblem of our redemption. Observing the same or-

der, the procession returned
;
the priests chanted forth Te Dcuiii

laudainii^^ and with it closed the solemnities of the day.

God, in his mercy, says the Spanish chronicler, willing to show

these heathens, that he listeneth unto those who call upon him in

truth, sent down, in the middle of the ensuing night, a plenteous

rain, to the great joy of the Indians.*

, The caciL|UC. with his warriors, astonished and overjoyed at

this unhoped for blessing, formed a procession, in imitation of the

Christians, and repaired to De Soto to express his gratitude for

the kindness his God had shown them through his intercession.

The governor answered them, that they must give thanks to God

who created the heavens and earth, and was the bestower of these

and other far greater mercies.

It is a reflection, replete with interest, that nearly three cen-

turies ago, the cross, the type of our beautiful religion, was plant-

ed on tlie banks of the Mississippi, and its silent forests were

awakened by the Christian’s hymn of gratitude and praise. The

cfiect was vivid but transitory. The '' voice cried in the wilder-

ness,” and reached and was answered by every heart, but it died

away, and was forgotten, and was not to be heard again in that

savage region, for many generations. It was as if a lightning

gleam had broken for a moment upon a benighted world, startling

it with sudden effulgence, only to leave it in tenfold gloom. The

real dawning was yet afar off from the benighted valley of the

Mississippi.

Las Casas, Lib. iv. c. 6.
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expedition against the cacique CAPAIIA Ills VILLAGE IS S/. CtED

FORTIFIES HIMSELF IN AN ISLAND, WHERE HE IS AGAIN ASSAIL-

ED—THE SPANIARDS DESERTED BY THEIR ALLIES, THE CASQUiNS.

1541.

As tlic army liad liccu already quartered nine or ten days In this

village, Do Soto gave orders for them to prepare to march tlic

following morning. The cacique, who was about fifty years of

age, obtained permission of the governor to go with him, with a

train of his warriors and domestics
;
the one to escort the army,

the other to carry his supplies, as they had to traverse a wilder-

ness, and also to clear the road, gather wood for the encampment,

and fodder for the horses. The true object of the cacique, how-

ever, Vv'as to avail himself of the presence of the Spaniards to

wreak vengeance on a neighboring chieftain called CapahaA A
war had existed between the tribes for several generations

;
but

the present cacique of Capaha had gained the ascendency, and

kept Casquin in continual awe and subjection, by the superiority

of his forces.

In the morning, the cacique Casquin took the field, to escort

the governor. He had three thousand Indians laden with sup-

* In the rortiigiR'so NiUTatioa, aad in Bicdrna, tlie name of tlii:? cacique

is .opclt Pacaha.
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plies, and \vitli the baggage of the army, who were all armed with

bows and arrows. l>ut beside these, ho had five thousand of his

choicest warriors, well armed, fiercely painted, and decorated with

their war plumes. With these he secretly meditated a signal

ravage.

AVith permission of the governor, he took the lead, under pre-

tence of clearing the road of any lurking foe, and preparing every

thing for the encampment of the Spaniards. He divided his men

into squadrons, and marched, in good military array, a quarter of

a league in advance. By night he posted sentinels in the same

manner as the Spaniards.

In this way they travelled for three days, at the end of which

they came to a great swamp, miry on the borders, with a lake in

the centre, too deep to be forded, and which formed a kind of gulf

on the Mississippi, into which it emptied itself* Across this

piece of water the Indians of Casquin constructed a rude bridge,

of trunks of trees laid upon posts driven into the bottom of the

lake, with a row' of stakes above tlie bridge, for those wdio crossed

to hold by. The horses w'cre obliged to swim, and were got across

with groat difficulty, on account of the deep mire. This swamp

separated the two hostile provinces of Casquin and Capaha. Tlie

Spaniards were nearly the w’hole day in crossing it, and encamped

in beautiful meadows about half a league beyond.

After travelling two days more, they came early on the third •

day to some elevated ridges, from whence they descried the

principal town of Capalia, the frontier post and defence of the

province.!

It contained five hundred large houses, and was situated on

* Tuca. Lib. iv. c. 7. l\>rtuguc.?e Relation, c. 28.

I This was tlic northernmost point reached by Do Soto on the Mississippi
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a high ground'which commanded the surrounding country. It

was nearly encircled by a deep moat, fifty paces in breadth
;
and

where the moat did not extend, was defended by a strong wall of

timber and plaster, such as has already been deseribed. The

moat was filled with water by a canal, cut from the Mississippi,

which was three leagues distant. The canal was deep, and suffi-

ciently wide for two canoes to pass abreast, without touching

each other’s paddles. This canal and moat were filled with fish,

so as to supply all the wants of the village and army, without

any apparent diminution of their number.

Capaha had received intelligence by his scouts of the formi-

dable allies who accompanied his old antagonist, Ca.squin. Ilis

own wairriors were dispersed, and not sufiicient in number to

resist such additional force. As soon, therefore, as he saw' the

enemy approaching, he sprang into a canoe in the moat, and jiass-

ing along the canal into the Grand lliver, took refuge in a •

strong island. Such of his people as had canoes followed him,

others fled into the neighboring woods, while some lingered in

the village.

Casquin, marching, as usual, in the advance, arrived with hi.s

warriors at the village some time before the Spaniards. Meeting

with no resistance, he entered it warily, suspecting some ambush.

This gave time for many of the loiterers to escape.

As soon as Casquin ascertained that the village lay at his

mercy, he gave full vent to his hatred and vengeance. His war-

riors scoured the place, killed and scalped- all the men they met,

to the number of a hundred and fifty
;
sacked and plundered the

houses, and made captives of many boys, women, and children.

Among the captives were two of the numerous wives of Capaha;

they were young and beautiful, and had been prevented from
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embarking with the cacique, by the confusion and alarm occa

sioned by the approach of the enemy.

The hostility of Casquin and his warriors was not confined to

the living, but extended to the dead. They broke into the grand-

scpulclire or mausoleum, in the public square, which the Indians

hold so sacred. Here were deposited the remains of the ances-

tors of the cacique, and of the great men of his tribe, and here

were treasured up the trophies gained over the people of Casquin

in many a past battle. These trophies they tore down from the

walls, and stripped the sepulchre of all its ornaments and treas-

ures. They then threw down the wooden coffins, in which were

the remains of the dead, trampled upon the bodies, scattered

about the bones, and wreaked upon them all kinds of insults and

indignities, in revenge for past injuries, wliich the deceased had

inflicted upon their tribe. At the entrance of the sepulchre were

the heads of many of their warriors, who had been slain in former

battles, and which were here stuck on the ends of pikes as warlike

tropiiios. These they took down, and bore away wdth them, re-

placing them with the heads of the enemies they had massacred.

Tliey would liave completed their triumph by setting fire to the

sepulchre and the whole village, but were restrained by a fear of

jtfending the governor. All these outrages were perpetrated

before the Spaniards had reached the place.

Do Soto was much concerned at this ravage of his allies. lie

immediately sent envoys to Capaha, to the island on which he

had fortified himself, with proffers of friendship. They w'ore

indignantly rejected
;
and the governor learnt that the cacique

was summoning all his warriors, and breathing vengeance.

Finding every eflbrt to conciliate tlic chieftain fruitle.ss, the

governor determined to attack him in his stronghold. Casquin
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provided above seventy canoes for the purpose
;
and an invasion

of the island was made by two hundred Spaniards and three

thousand Indians.

The island was covered with a dense forest of trees and

underwood, and the cacique had fortified himself strongly with

barricades. The Spaniards effected a landing witli great diffi-

culty
;
gained the first barrier by hard fighting, and pressed on

to the second, witliin which the women and children were shel-

tered. Here the warriors of Capaha fought with redoubled fury,

and struck such dismay into the people of Ca.squin, that they

abandoned their Spanish allies and fled to their canoes
;
nay,

they would have carried off the canoes of the Spaniards also, had

there not been a couple of soldiers in each, to guard tliem.

The Spaniard.s, thus deserted by tlicir pusillanimous allies,

and being overpowered by numbers, began to retreat in good

order to their canoes. They would all, however, have been cut

of}', had not Capaha restrained the fury of his warriors, and suf-

fered them to regain the shore and embark unmolested.

This unexpected forbearance on the part of the savage chief-

tain surprised the Adelantado. On the following day four ])rin-

cipal warriors arrived on an cml)assy from Capaha. They came

with great ceremony : bowed to the sun. the moon, and the gov-

ernor
;
but took no notice of Casquin, who was present, treating

him with utter contempt and disdain. In the name of their

cacique, they prayed oblivion of the past, and amity for the

future, and declared that their chieftain' was ready to come in

person and do homage. The general received them with the

utmost affability, assured them of his friendship, and sent them

away well pleased V'v'ith their reception.

Casquin was vexed at this negotiation, and would fain have
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prolonged the hostilities between the Spaniards and his ancient

enemies
;
but the governor was as much charmed with the frank-

ness and magnanimity of one cacique, as he had been displeased

with the craft and cruelty of the other. He issued orders,

forbidding any one to injure the natives of the province or’tlieir

possessions.

In order to appease the governor for the dastardly flight of

his warriors, Casquin made him presents of fish, together with

mantles and skins of various kinds
;
and, moreover, brought him

one of his daughters as a handmaid. Dc Soto, however, was

not thoroughly to be reconciled. He permitted the cacique to

remain witli him, and to retain about him a sufficient number of

vassals for his personal service, but obliged him to send home all

his warriors.*

* Garcilaso de la Ycga, Lib. iv. c. 7, 8, 9. Portuguese Narrative, c. 24.
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CHAPTER LXVm.

LNTERVIEW BETWEEN THE CACIQUE CATAHA AND DE SOTO. IIIS TWO

BEAUTIFUL WIVES, AND THEIR FATE.

1541.

On the following morning Capalia came to the governor, at the

villagOj attended by a train of a hundred warrior.s, decorated with

beautiful plumes, and with mantles of all kinds of skins. lie

was about twenty-six years old, of noble person and fine demean-

or. On entering the village, his first care, before waiting ofi the

governor, was to visit the sepulchre of his ancestors. The indig-

nities that had been offered to their remains are such as an Indian

feels most acutely. The cacicjuc, however, concealed the grief

and rage that burnt within his bosom. Gathering up the scatter-

ed bones in silence, he kissed them, and returned them reverently

to the coffins
;
and having arranged the sepulchre, as well as cir-

cumstances would permit, proceeded to the quarters of the gov-

ernor.

De vSoto came forth to receive him, accompanied by Casquin.

The cacitjuc paid his homage to the governor, offering himself as

his vassal
;
but he took no more notice of his old adversary, Cas-

quin, than if he had not been present. The governor embraced

Capaha as a friend, and he was honorably treated by all the of-

ficclrs. The cacique answered to numerous questions concerning
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his t.crritorics, ^itli great clearness and intelligence. When the

governor had ceased his interrogatories, and there was a pause,

Capalia could no longer restrain his smothered indignation.

Turning suddenly to his rival cacique, Doubtless, Casquin,” said

he, --you exult in having revenged your past defeats
;
a thing you

could never have hoped or effected throngli your own forces.

You may thank these strangers for it. They will go. but we shall

remain in our own country as we wore before. Pray to the sun

and moon to send us good weather, then !”

The governor interposed, and endeavored to produce,

a

thorough reconciliation between the caciques. In deference to

him, Capaha repressed his wrath, and embraced his adversary;

but there were occasional glances between them that portended a

future storm, and the proud Capalia was constantly on the alert

on all points of ceremony and precedence, and made Casquin give

way to his superior pretensions.

Tlic governor and the tvro cacitpics partook of a repast to-

gctlicr, after which the two young and beautiful wives of Capaha,

who had been captured, were brought to be restored to him. He
received them with many acknowledgments of the generosity

thus shown towards him', and then offered them as presents to the

governor. On Do Soto’s declining them, he begged him to accept

them and give them to some of his ofEcers or soldiers, or to whom
he pleased, as they could not be admitted again into his liousehold,

nor remain in his territories. The governor, seeing that he con-

temned them, and considered them as dishonored, was persuaded

to receive them under his protection
;
knowing the laws and cus-

toms of those savages to be cruel in the extreme, when the chas-

tity of their wives was concerned.*

* Tlie Portuguese Iti.^toriaii .^ays, that those be.iutiful females wcre‘ the
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In the town of Capaha, the Spaniards found a great varietj^

of skins of deer, panthers, bears, and wild cats. Of these they

made garments, of which they stood in great need, many of them

being nearly naked. They made moccasons of deer-skins, and

used the bear-skins as cloaks. They found Indian bucklers

formed of buffalo hides, which the troops took possession of.

While quartered in the village, they were abundantly supplied

witli fish, taken from the adjacent moat, which formed a kind of

wicr, into which incredible numbers entered from the Mississipj)i.

Among these w’as a kind called bagres, the licad of which wxs

one-third of its bulk, and about its fins and along its sides, it had

bones as sharp as needles. Some of these cauglit in the Missis-

sij'pi weighed from a hundred to a hundred and fifty pounds

w-'iglit.* There was another fish, also, of a curious shape, liav-

ing a snout a cubit in length, the upper lip like a spade or peel ;f

ncitlier of these two species of fish had scales. The Indians

likewise brought a fish occasionally, as large as a hog, which had

several rows of teeth above and below.

ihff rs, of tlio cacique Capalia, and that ho begged Dc Soto to accept them

and marry them, as pledge.^ of liis affection. The one, he adtled, was ea!le<l

Ma'-an.K'he, and the other ^I'Hdiifa
;
both hand.-^orne, and well diaped ;

es|Ki

dally the former, wlxose features were beautiful, her countenance plea-ing,

and her air maju-tic. We have followed tlic account of the Inca Garcilaso

lie la ^’ega.

* Ibe cat-fislu

f Tliis spade or palat-fish i.s at present so rare as .scarcely to be met

with; but sceni-s to have l>een peculiar to this region.—Vide Flints (leo-

gra[)hy of the ML'sis.-ippi, Vol. L p. l‘2S and 129; Xattall’s Arkaii.-a.s, p. 234
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CHAPTER LXIX.

TWO SOLDIEP^S DISPATCHED IN SEARCH OF SALT AND GOLD, AND THE

ACCOUNT THEY BROUGHT BACK THE SPANIARDS ARRIVE AT QUI-

GUATE JUAN GAYTAN REFUSES TO PERFORM HIS DUTY, AND WHAT

DE SOTO DID THEREUPON.

1541.

AVhile in the territory of Capalia, the governor gathered intelli-

gence from the Indians, that at about fort}^ leagues distance, among

certain ranges of hills, there was much salt and also much of a

yellowish metal. As the army was suffering for the want of salt,

and still retained their eagerness for gold, De Soto dispatched two

tru.sty and intelligent men, named Hernando do Silvera and Pe-

dro Moreno, accompanied by Indian guides, to visit this region.

At the end of eleven days they returned, cjiiitc spent and half

famished, having eaten nothing but green plums and green maize,

which they found in some squalid wigwams
;
six of their Indian

companions were laden with rock-salt in natural crystals, and one

with copper. The country through which they had passed was

sterile and thinly peopled, and the Indians informed the governor

that still further to tlio north, the country was almost uninhabited

on account of the cold. The buffalo roamed there in such num-

bers that the natives could not cultivate fields of maize
;
they
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subsisted, therefore, by the chase, and principally on the flesh of

these wild animals.’^

Hearing this unfavorable account of the country, and that

there was no gold in that direction, De Soto returned with his

army to the village of Cas<|uin, to strike from thence westward;

for hitherto, ever since leaving Mauvila, he had kept northward,

to avoid the sca.f After sojourning five days in the village of

Casquin, he proceeded four days down along the bank of the river,

through a fertile and populous country, until he came to the pro-

vince of Quiguate. where he was well received. Keeping down

the river for five days longerj he came, on the fourth of August,

to the chief village of the province, called by the same name.

Here he took up his quarters during six days, in the house of the

cacique.

One night while lodged here, the governor was informed at

midnight, that the treasurer, Juan Gaytan, who was allotted to

the patrol at four in the morning, refused to perform his duty,

giving his official station as an excuse. De Soto waxed wrotli at

this
; for this cavalier was one of tliose who had murmured at

Mauvila, and had said that he w'ould return to Spain or iMoxico,

as soon as tlicy reached the ships.

Leaving his bed, and sallying forth on the terrace before tiie

house of the cacique, which overlooked the village, the governor

raised his voice until it resounded through the place. What is

this, soldiers and captains ?” cried he. ‘‘Do the mutineers still

live, who, when in Mauvila, talked of returning to Spain or iMex-

ico ? and do they now, with the excuse of being officers of the

royal revenue, refuse to patrol the four hours that fall to their

* rortuguese Relation, c. 24. f Garcilaso do la Vega, Lib. iv. c, !!.
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share? Why do you desire to return to Spain?—have you left

any hereditary estates that you wish to enjoy ? Why do you wish

to go to Mexico ?—to prove the baseness and pusillanimity of your

spirits ? That, having it in your power to become chieftains in a

vast and noble country you had discovered, you preferred living

dependents in a stranger’s house, and guests at a stranger’s table,

rather than maintain house and table of your own ! What honor

will this confer upon you ? Shame—shame on you ! blush for your-

selves, and recollect that, officers of the royal treasury or not, you

must all serve your sovereign ! Presume not upon any rank you

may possess
;

for, be he who he may, I will take off the head of

that man who refuses to do his duty. And, to undeceive you,

know that whilst I live, no one shall leave this country until we

have conquered and settled it.

These words, uttered in a great rage, showed the cause of that

moody melancholy which the governor had manifested ever since

he left Mauvila. This outbreak had a visible effect upon the sol-

diery. They saw that their general was not to be trifled with,

and they thenceforth obeyed his orders without murmuring.
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CHAPTER LXX.

THE SPANIARDS ARRIVE AT COLIGOA PASS THROUGH THE PROV-

INCE OF PALISEMA, INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE TUNICAS THE

MANNER, IN WHICH THE NATIVES MADE SALT ENTER THE

PROVINCE OF TULA ATTACK UPON AN INDIAN VILLAGE

STRUGGLE BETWEEN A SOLDIER AND FIVE WOMEN.

1541.

Fro.m Quiguatc, Dc Soto shaped his course to the northwc.st, in

search of a province called Coligoa, lying at the foot of mountains,

beyond XYhieh he thought there might be a gold region. He was

guided by a single Indian, who led the army for several days

through dreary forests and frequent marshes, until they came to

the village of Coligoa, on the margin of a small river. The

natives, not being apprized of the coming of the Spaniards,

threw themselves into the river on their approach, and tied.

The troopers pursued them, and took a number of prisoners of

both sexes. In a few days the cacique came to wait upon Do

Soto, bringing him a present of mantles, deer-skins, and hides of

the bison or buffalo, and informed him that about# six leagues to

the northward, was a thinly peopled country, where vast herds

of these wild buffalo ranged but that to the southward, there

was a populous and plentiful province, called Cayas.

TLis province i.4 sn])poAod to have been situated towards the sources of

St Francis, or the hills of Wlfite River.—Vide XiittalTs Arkansas, p. ‘25G
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The cacicjUG of Collgoa furnishing the Spaniards with a guide,

they resinned their march, striking towards the south, and after a

journey of five days, entered the province of Palisema. The

cacique had fled, but had left his dwelling furnished and arranged

in order for De Soto. The walls were hung with deer-skins, so

admirably dyed and dressed, that they appeared to the eye like

beautiful tapestry. The floor was likewise covered with similar

fine skins.*

They made but a short halt in this province, as the supply of

maize was scanty, and, pushing onward rapidly, in four days

crossed the frontiers of tlie province of Cayas. and encamped on

the banks of a river near a village called Tanico.f

The waters of this river, and of an adjacent lake, were

impregnated v»ith salt
;

so much so, as to leave a deposit in

the blue sand which bordered their shores. The Indians were

accustomed to collect this sand in baskets, wide above and nar-

row below, which were suspended in the air on a pole. Water

was then poured upon the sand, and draining through it, fell into

a vessel beneath, carrying with it the saline particles. The

water was then evaporated by boiling, so as to leave the crystal-

lized salt in the bottom of the pot. This the Indians used as an

article of traffic, exchanging it with their neighbors for skins and

mantles.

The Spaniards were overjoyed at finding an article of which

the}’ were so much in need
;
they remained eight days making

salt, and several who had sufiered excessively for the want of it,

indulged in it so immoderately^ as to bring on maladies, and in

some instances death.

* Portuguese Relation, c. ‘25.

I Supposed to have bc'longed to tlie tribe of the Tunicas—Vide Nuttall’s

Ark-an.^a.-^, p. 257.
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INDIAN A3IAZ0NS. 3:^5

Having laid in a large supply of salt, they pursued their

journey, and arriving at the province of Tula, marched four days

through a wilderness, when they halted about midday in a beau-

tiful plain, within half a league of the principal village. In the

afternoon, the governor set out with a strong party of horse and

foot, to reconnoitre the village. It was seated in a plain betwixt

two streams. On their approach, the inhabitants seized tlioir

arms and sallied bravely forth, the women rushing to combat as

fiercely as the men.

The Spaniards soon drove them back, and entered the village

fighting. The savages fought from house top to house top, di.s-

» daining to ask for quarter, and struggling desperately to the

death. During the conflict, a soldier entered one of the houses

and escaped to an upper chamber, which was used as a granary,

where he found five women hid in one corner. He made signs

to them not to be alarmed, as he did not wish to injure them :

his caution was unnecessary, for they flew on him like so many

mastiffs upon a bull. In his struggle to shake them off, he

thrust his leg, unto the very thigh, through the slight floor of

reeds, so that ho remained seated on the floor, at the mercy of

those furies, who, with biting and blows, were in a fair way of

killing him. Notwithstanding the strait he was in, the stunly

soldier was ashamed to call for succor, because his antagonists

were women.

At this moment, another soldier happened to enter below,

and seeing a naked leg dangling through the ceiling, at first

thought it the limb of an Indian, and raised his sword to give it

a sweeping blow, when, observing it more narrowly, and hearing

the clamor over head, he suspected the truth of the matter, and

calling two of his companions, they ascended to the rescue of
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their comrade
;

so fierce, however, was the fury of the w^omcn^

that Dot one of them would quit her hold upon the soldier, until

they were all slain.

At a late hour the governor drew off his men from the village,

and returned to the camp : vexed at having been drawm into so

unprofitable a battle, wherein so many of his followers were badly

wounded.*

* Purtuguese Relation, c. 25, 2G. Oarcilaso dc la Vega, Lib. iv. c. 12.
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CHM’TEll LXXI.

WHAT THE SPANIARDS FOUND IN THE VILLAGE OF TULA— THE TRIKE

OF TULA DIFFERED FROM ANY INDIANS THEY HAD SEEN THEY

FALL SUDDENLY UPON THE ENCAMPMENT AT NIGHT THE PROWESS

OF AN INDIAN, AND IIIS FATE.

1541.

On the following day, the army entered the village, and found it

abandoned. In the after part of the day, bands of horse scoured

the country in every direction. They met several of the natives,

but it was impossible to bring them in alive, or obtain any infor-

mation from them. They threw themselves upon the ground,

crying ‘‘Kill me or leave me !” nor could the death of some con-

quer the obstinacy of the rest.

In tliis village, the Spaniards found the flesh of buTalocs and

numerous skins of the same animal
;
some in their raw state,

others dressed for robc.s and blankets. They sought in vain,

however, to meet with the bufhilo alive, but still learnt that they

existed in great herds to the northward. The natives of the pro-

vince of Tula differed from all the Indians they had yet seen.

The others were handsome and well-formed, but the.se, both men

and women, were extremely ill-favored. Their heads were in-

credibly large, and narrow at the top
;
a shape produced by being
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compressed by bandages, from tbeir birth until they were nine or

ten years of age. Their faces, particularly their lips, inside and

out, were hideously tattooed
;
and their dispositions were in uni-

son with their dreadful aspects.

On the fourth night that the Spaniards were in the village,

the Indians came in great numbers, and so silently, that before

the sentinels perceived them, tlicy burst upon the encampment in

three different j)arts. Loud were the shouts, and great the con-

fusion
;

for, in the obscurity of the night, it was impossible to

distinguish friends from foes. The Spaniards shouted the names

of the Virgin and Santiago, to prevent their wounding one

another. The savages, likewise, shouted the name of Tula. Many

of them, instead of bows and arrows, had staves like pikes, two

or three yards in length, which were new to the soldiers, and with

which they gave very severe blows.

Thus stubbornly they fought for more than an hour, and they

did not retreat to the woods until day began to dawn. The Span-

iards did not pursue them, but returned to the village to take

care of the wounded, of which there were many, although there

were only four killed.

After the battle, several of the Spaniards, as usual, were scat-

tered about the field examining the dead. Three foot soldiers and

two on horseback were thus employed, when one of the former

s.aw an Indian raise his head from among the bushes and imme-

diately conceal it again. He gave the cry of Indians ! Indians !

The two men on horseback, thinking some of the enemy were

coming in force, galloped off in different directions to meet them.

In the mean time, the foot soldier who had discovered the Indian

among the bushes, ran up to kill him.
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FIERCE SINGLE COMBAT. 339

The savage, seeing he could not escape, stepped forth manful-

ly to the encounter, armed with a Spanish battle-axe, which he

had gained that morning in the village. Taking it in both hands,

he struck the shield of the soldier, severed it in two, and badly

wounded his arm. The pain of the vround was so great and the

blow so violent, that the Spaniard had not strength to attack

his foe. The Indian then rushed upon the other soMier who

was coming up, struck his shield in the same manner, broke it in

twain, wounded him likewise in the arm, and disabled him. One

of those on horse seeing his companions so roughly handled,

charged upon the Indian, who took shelter under an oak tree.

The Spaniard, not being able to ride under the tree, drew near,

and made several powerful thrusts at the Indian, but could not

reach him. The savage rushed out, brandished the battle-axe

with both hands, struck the horse across the shoulder, and laid it

open from the withers to the knees, so as to deprive him of the

pow’cr of moving.

At this moment, Gonzalo Silvestre, who was on foot, came up.

He had been in no haste, deeming two foot soldiers and three

horsemen sufTicicnt to manage one Indian. The latter, elated by

his success, advanced to receive him with great boldnes.s. Grasp-

ing the battle-axe in both hands, he gave a blow similar to the

two first; but Silvestre was more guarded than his companions.

The weapon glanced over the shield and stuck in the ground.

Silvestre, having tlie savage at advantage, gave him a diagonal

blow witli his sword, which laid open his face and breast, and en-

tering his arm, nearly severed the wrist. The infidel, seizing the

axe between the stump and his other hand, with a desperate leap,

made an attempt to wound tlie Spaniard in the face
;
but Silves-

1.3
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tre, again warding off the blow with his shield, gave him a sweep

ing cut across the waist, that passed through his naked body, and

lie fell dead, cut completely asunder.*

* The Inca says that the blow was so powerful, and tlie sword so keen,

that the Indian remained for a few seconds standing on his feet, and saying

to tlie Spaniard, “ Peace be witli you,” (quedate cn pas,) fell dead in two

luilvcs 1 The feat, as told in the text, is suiliciently strong for belief
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CHAPTER LXXII.

THE AIIMY ARRIVES AT UTIANGUE THE GOVERNOR DETERMINES TO

WINTER THERE PREPARATIONS ACCORDINGLY—DEATH OF JUAN

ORTIZ, THE INTERPRETER.

1541.

The Spaniards sojourned in the village of Tula twenty days,

curing the wounded. During this time, tliey made many incur-

sions in different parts of the province. They found it very popu-

lous
;
but, although they captured many of the inhabitants, it was

impossible, either by presents or menaces, to acquire their friend-

ship, or to bring them into obedience. So extreme was the fero-

city of this tribe, that they were the dread of all their neighbors,

who used the name of Tula as an object of nursery terror to their

unruly children.

The army continued their march in f|uest of the province

called Utiangiie, or Autiamquc
;
about ten days’ journey, or eighty

leagues from Tula; near which, the Indians said, there was a large

lake, which the Spaniards hoped might prove an arm of the sea.

Five days of their journey was over a rough, mountainous coun-

try, closely wooded, where they found a village called Quipana;*

but could take none of the inhabitants, the forests impeding the

speed of their horses.

* Supposed to l»o in the country of the Kappawa, or Quapaws.
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After a fiirtlier march of a few Jays they entered the province

of Utiangue. It was very fertile, with a scattered but warlike

I>opulation. They 'were harassed incessantly by ambuscades and

skirmishes, but kept steadfastly on, until they reached the village

of Utiangue, from whicli the province took its name. It contain-

ed numerous well built houses, and was situated in a fine plain,

watered b}* a wide running river, the same that passed through

tlie province of Cayas.* It was bordered by meadows that afford-

ed excellent pasturage for the horses. The town was abandoned

by its inhabitants, excepting a few lingerers whom they made

prisoners. The houses were well stocked with maize, small beans,

nuts, and plums.

As the season was far advanced, De Soto determined to win-

ter here. He encamped in the centre of the village, but apart

from the houses, lost the Indians should set fire to them in the

night. lie then set to work to fortify the place. The ground

that was to be inclosed was measured out, and a portion assigned

to each, according to the number of slaves he owned. Thus every

one had his task, and worked with emulation, the Indians bring-

ing tlie wood
;
and in three days the village was surrounded by

strong palisades, driven deep into the ground, and fastened by

thwart pieces.

In addition to the ample supply of provisions found in the

village, tlie Spaniards foraged the surrounding country, which was

very fertile, and brought in abundance of maize, dried fruits, and

various kinds of grain. They were extremely successful, also, in

the chase
;
killing great quantities of venison. The province,

moreover, abounded, to an unusual degree, with rabbits, of 'which

they found two species
;

one of the usual size, the other as large

* Siipjin.sed to ho th.c Arkan-as.
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and strong as a hare, and much fatter. These the Indians were

accustomed to snare Avith running noose.s.

The cacique of the province sent messengers from time to

time, with presents, and promises of friendly service, but never

made his appearance. His messengers, also, always came at

night
;
and, after delivering their message loitered about the camp,

noticing the men, horses, and Aveapoiis, until it became evident

they only came as spies. The governor, therefore, gave orders

that no Indian messenger should be admitted at night; and one,

persisting to enter, was killed by a sentinel : Avhich put an end

to all embassies of the kind.

The Spaniards, however, were often waylaid and assaulted,

vdicn out on foraging or hunting partie.s, but gave good account

of their assailants.

The winter was severe, with great falls of snow. At one time

tlic S])auiards were blocked up for upwards of a month, until at

last firewood began to fail them. Upon this, De Soto turned

out with all the horse, and, by riding backward and forward,

made a track from the camp to a forest, about two bow-shots dis-

tant. This enabled the men to go thither and cut fuel.*

Upon the whole, though the Aveatlier was severe, yet. having

good quarters, and fuel and food in abundance, the Spaniards

passed the pleasantest winter tliey had experienced in the course

of their expedition
;
and enjoyed their present ease, and comfort,

and abundance, with the greater zest, from the frightful hard-

ships and disasters they had experienced.

During their residence in this village, Juan Ortiz, the inter-

preter, died. Ills death Avas a severe loss to the service
;
as he

had, throughout the expedition, served as the main organ of

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 27.
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communication between the Spaniards and the natives. It is

true, tliat, even with his assistance, these communications were

extremely imperfect, and subject to many errors and misinter-

pretations. Juan Ortiz was acquainted merely with, the lan-

guage of tlie Indians in the neighborhood of Espiritu Santo

;

whereas, in the march of the army, they were continually passing

through new provinces, with each its particular tongue. It was

necessary, therefore, to have an Indian from almost every tribe,

as an interpreter
;
which rendered their mode of communication

awkward in the extreme.

In treating with a cacique, the word given by the governor

to Juan Ortiz, was passed from mouth to mouth of perhaps eight

or ten Indians, of difiercnt tribes, before it reached the person

to be addressed
;
and the reply was transmitted in the same te-

dious method to the governor. Information, also, concerning any

new region or any distant place, had to bo collected in the same

manner
;
subject to perversions and misunderstandings in the

course of its transmission.

Hence arose continual errors among the Spaniards, as to the

country and its inhabitants, which often bewildered them in

their wanderings, and doubtless led to many sanguinary affairs

with the natives, which a proper understanding of each other

might have prevented.

The death of Juan Ortiz increased these disadvantages ten-

fold. Ileneeforth they had no other interpreter, through whom

to communicate in the first instance with the natives, but the

young Indian brought from Cofachiqui. He, however, had ac-

quired but an imperfect knowledge of the Spanish language, and

was deficient in the sagacity, the general information, and varied

experience which had distinguished Juan Ortiz
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CHAPTER LXXIII.

::1IANGE IN THE VIEWS AND PLANS OF DE SOTO HE TURNS HIS

STEPS TOWARDS TiIE MISSISSIPPI A SOLDIER DROWNED IN AT-

TEMPTING TO CROSS A LAKE THE SPANIARDS PASS THROUGH

THE PROVINCE OF ANILCO HOSTILE P,EARING OF THE CACIQUE

. ARRIVAL AT GUACHOYA.

1542.

The feelings and views of Hernando J)e Soto bad recently un-

dergone a change. The anger xvhicli bad indueed him so sud-

denly to alter bis plans at Mauvila, and turn bis back abruptly

on the sea, bad gradually subsided. II is hopes of finding a

golden region were fast fading away. He bad lost nearly half of

bis troops by fighting and by sickness, and by hardships of vari-

ous kinds
;
the greater part of bis horses, too. bad been slain or

bad perished
;
of the residue, many were lame, and all bad been

without shoes for above.a year, for want of iron. lie was daily

more and more sensible also, of the loss be bad sustained in the

death of Juan Ortiz. The young Indian of Cofaebiqui, who suc-

ceeded him as interpreter, made continual blunders as to the ac-

counts of the country, the rivers, routes, and distances, and there

was danger, through bis misinformation, that the army might be

led into difficulties, and become perplexed and lost in the vast

and trackless wilderness they bad to traverse.
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Bitterly now did Be Soto repent his having abandoned his

original plan of joining his ships, and founding a settlement in

the Bay of Achusi. He was too far from the sea to attempt

reaching it now by a direct march
;
but he resolved to give over

his wandering in the interior, and make the best of his way to

the 31ississippi. Here he would choose some suitable village on

its banks for a fortified post
;
establish himself there

;
build two

brigantines, in which some of his moct confidential followers might

descend the river, carr^^ tidings of his safety to his wife and

friends in Cuba, and procure reinforcements of men and horses,

together with flocks, herds, seeds, and every thing else necessary

to colonize and secure the possession of the vast and fertile

country he had overrun *

As soon as the spring was sufficiently advanced, therefore,

Dc Soto broke up his winter cantonment at Utiangue, and set

out in a direction for the Bio Grande, or Mississippi. He had

received intelligence of a village called Auilco, situated on a

great river which emptied into the Mississippi
;
and towards that

village ho shaped his course.

After leaving Utiangue, he sojourned for ten days in the pro-

vince of Ayas, at a village situated on the same river which

passed by Cayas and Utiangue.! In this time, a boat was con-

structed, in which they all passed the river, but were detained

four days on its banks by snow and bad weather. They then

journeyed for three days through a low country, cut up by ra-

vines, and perplexed with swamps. It was toilsome marching

for the foot-soldiers. As to the troopers, they were always to

* rortugiie.se Relation, c. 28. Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. v. p. L c. 3.

! Supposed to be the .tVikausa-s.
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the stirrup, sometimes to the knees, in water, and now and. then

they were obliged to swim their horses.

At a town called Tultclpina, they were checked in their march

by a lake, which emptied itself into a river. The waters were

high and turbulent. Do Soto ordered one of his captains to em-

bark in- a canoe with five men, and cross the lake. The impetuous

current overturned the frail bark : some men clung to it, others

to the trees that were standing in the water
;
but one, Francisco

Bastian, a Spaniard of rank, was unfortunately drowned. Do

Soto then souglit to find a route along the borders of the lake,

but in vain. At length, at the suggestion of two Indians of Tul-

telpina, he caused light rafts to be made of reeds, and the wood

work of the houses, and in this way transported the army across.*

Urging their way forward, the Spaniards now reached tlie pro-

vince of Anilco, and penetrated about thirty leagues, passing

several villages, until tlioy reached the principal one, which gave

its name to the province. It was situated in a champaign country,

on the banks of a river, and contained about four hundred spacious

houses, built round a square. The residence of the cacique, as

usual, was posted on a high artificial mound. The country was

so well peopled, that there were several other villages in siglit,

and there was such abundance of maize, of fruits, and pulse, of

various kinds, that the Spaniards pronounced it the most fertile

and populous countr}' they had met with, excepting Coza and

Apalachee.

On the approach of the Spaniards, the inhabitants made somo

show of resistance, and skirmished sliglitly; but it was only to

cover the retreat of tlieir wives and children across the river, on

rafts and canoes, tiome few were taken before they could embark.

* Portuguese Relation, c. 28.
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Many more were found in the village, who had not been able to

escape.

Soon after the governor had taken up his quarters in the vil-

lage, an Indian of distinction, attended by a few others, came to

him, in the name of the cacique, witli a present of a mantle of

martin skins and a string of large pearls. De Soto gave the prin-

cipal Indian of the emba.ssy a collar of mother of pearl, and

some other trinkets, with which he went away apparently well

satisfied. The negotiation, which opened thus favorably, ended in

nothing
;
and the ambassadors proved to have been mere $plcs,

sent to observe the force of the strangers. The cacique could

not bo induced to enter into friendly intercourse, treating all

messengers sent to him with great haughtiness, and giving various

signs of determined hostility.

The river that ran by the village of Anilco was the same that

passed by Cayas and Utlangue
;
and Dc Soto was informed, that

at no great distance it emptied itself into the -Mississippi.* Near

to the confluence of tlie two streams, he was told, there was sit-

uated on the banks of the IMississIppI a large village, called

Guachoya, the capital of a populous and fruitful province of the

same name, the cacique of which was continually at war with the

chief of Anilco.

De Soto determined to proceed to this province, in hopes that

the sea might lie at no great distance from it. At any rate, the

village of Guachoya might prove an advantageous site for the

building of his brigantines, and the cantonment of his troops.

As soon, therefore, as canoes could be procured, and rafts con-

structed, to cross the river opposite the village of Anilco. the army

resumed its march, over a hilly, uninhabited country, and in four

* The river is supposed to be the Arkansas.
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days arrived at the village of Guaclioya. It contained about three

hundred houses, and was situated about a bow-shot from the Mis-

sissippi, on two contiguous hills, with a small intervening plain,

that served as a public square. The whole w^as fortified by pali-

sades. The inhabitants had fled across the Mississippi in their

canoes, taking with them most of their effects; but Juan de

Ariasco foraged the neighborhood, and brought in a great supply

of maize, beans, dried fruits, and cakes made of pressed plums

or persimmons.
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CHAPTER LXXIV.

MEETING BETWEEN DE SOTO AND THE CACIQUE GUACIIOYA ANASCC

DISPATCHED TO SEEK FOR THE SEA EXPEDITION BY LAND AND

WATER AGAINST THE CHIEFTAIN ANILCO, AND THE RESULT.

1542.

De Soto took up liis quarters in the house of the cacique, which

was spacious, and situated on the summit of one of the hills.

Four days were passed in messages between him and the cacique,

who was extremely distrustful of the Spaniards. At length the

apprehensions of the chieftain were removed, and on the fifth day

he visited the army. He came with a retinue of a hundred war-

riors, decked out in savage finery, and bringing presents of mantles

and deer-skins, together with fish and dogs.

The governor received Guachoya very courteously at the door

of his mansion, and conducted him into the great saloon, or hall

of the building. The attendants of the cacique ranged themselves

round the apartmen*: among the Spaniards, while their chief and

the governor held a long conversation, through the medium of

interpreters, concerning the province and the surrounding terri-

tories.

In the midst of the coiiver.satiou, the cacique happened to

Bnecze. Upon this, all his attendants bowed their heads, opened
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and closed their arms, and making other signs of veneration

saluted the cacique with various phrases of the same purport—

•

May the sun guard you—may the sun be with you—may the sun

shine upon you—defend you—prosper you, and the like
;
each

one uttered the phrase that came first to mind, and for a short

time there was a universal murmuring of these compliments.*

The Spaniards w’ere surprised to observe among these rude

savages the same kind of ceremonials which were used on this

simple occasion by the most polished natives of Europe
;
and the

governor turning to his officers, said, smilingly, ‘‘ You see the world

is every where the same ”

The cacique ate at the governor’s table. His Indians remain-

ed in attendance, and would not go to their own repast until he

had finished, although repeatedly invited. They then dined in

the quarters, where a general repast was provided. The cacique

lodged in a part of his own dwelling, with a few of his own attend-

ants
;
his warriors, at sunset, crossing to the opposite side of

the river and returning in the morning. This they continued to

do while the Spaniards remained in the village.

One of the first questions that Do Soto had asked of the ca-

cique was, whether he knew any tiling of the sea. Guachoya, how-

ever, ju'ofesscd utter ignorance of any such groat body of water
;

his knowledge of the country down to the river, did not extend

beyond a great province called Quigualtauqui
;

the caciipie where-

of, he said, was the greatest chieftain in all these parts.

The governor suspected his ignorance to be feigned, and ac-

cordingly dispatched Juan de AHasco, with eight troopers, to

explore the course of the river, and ascertain whctlicr the sea was

De Auasco returned after eight days’ absence, in all which

Garcihuso de la Vega, p. i. Lib. v. c. 7.

near.



ids *^v .23iwKaga5*.?rAicpn
.' V*. > - - ^•

'4'»<i.«« .V. t/’’'
*‘1 %

03«,

,nw>jrts^^ lo ecijN
I»«ob bat'

.]i0q omfift till lowwctiiq tuorwY a^ptaiK) bbJtfI«

not wii tBrnr^o-t'ifllv o«f odix«J«—«<>’l
^

doaa ;93iil ddi:60a,wot ^vriq-^tfoi bifoM—wot noqw owiift

^loula a i<d to dsift -&mo larfi aacTiIq aJi boioiio ww -

•.sJaoinUqmo& ofttiii I0 sahvmwm k^orlaff f att'^Diodl omid^

thwi oaod^ gwooifi (maedo oi feotiiqtOB oioif BbitiflaqS odT

feicU no b^itr^ oTJW iloidir tltJatunoiao ho boiivotnaa OfU E^^rcB

edi ban ;
oqoi«3 I0 hAUm btdiiloq iaotn orfi noisoooo olqoiis

Mio*^ pil^ oot ffoX *f
jbi£» ^Mooifio aid oi jniniwt loinotoj

il^^W
** **

60j^ul biH !pIM B'toarjatoa odi j/o4« ^wphw odT

od Ititm iBfiqyt 0716 liidi o) og ^0 ftfwoir*to ,oofiicba9i>0 01 bo

ai buDib

oirpbB9 fvJT ^ijobiroiq tiT0 « aiodj odi

-b09iic OTronId I0 wal w dJiw ^^oijlaif/b nwo Bid I0 Jiwq a ni b'JjW

>0 abk aJleomio odi .d awkBoto ^ioi'.aml

0 J iacfllliiw ^oilJ «i<lT .snimora DdJ ai swctitlOT baa vmi »fl>

if' al honfamat abTeiasq?) »tlJ oUi’n ob

-liS t,i) lo hbitt bail 0I08 o”a It.Il aiiojJeMp^lna »ih lo 'jhO

-woilVioHsanO ,a«s »Ji lo jaHU tSa WsitJ aJ loilJodw ,»a«, ao|?i»

;
wlaw la vbo>r»a!na ibaji ^aa lo aaoiiQiisi laMa baeailaii'I ,mt*

bfgJ^IW bib ®d" o»^oiwb •<4«

^niiw ouj.jsaaa.lJ
;
iui>n8»Iau3<oO’ bollaa wnivoiq Iwiaa l.oox»d

!in«l.a«»»lJ lU ni BiaJtoiaa.iwJjxtia jU teit ,bia» oi ,1o

^ .08 bBt'\b^H^»ol od d) o^flinoHai «4 bomqaw* »dT

<.r;^0q(KN7l to3t«q»db^ tlS^ito,^.

fjttf wn5 ddl' *ioxtio<tw niciiooat bwc ,it*7h tdi lo oiniioo oJi oiojqi^

doidv

H

r ni ^oowaailfi V^/ib id^j^b lofic boaiwJoi oo%ii5i/uU[,;j. -Taofl

,7 D .7 jIU 4 q id «d> t>4iJhtid[) o.,.^
'



352 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

timej be had not been able to advance above fifteen leagues, on

account of the great windings of the river, and the swamps and

torrents with which it was bordered.*

This information determined De Soto to build two brigantines

at Guachoya, and to found his projected settlement between that

place and Anilco, in a fertile country, where supplies were easily

to be had. In this settlement it was his intention to remain, until

the brigantines should return with reinforcements and supplies.

To enable him to pursue these plans without molestation, it was

important for him to conciliate the friendship of the cacique Anil-

co, whose territories lay adjacent, and who would be enabled

to render him much assistance, if an ally, and great annoyance, if

an enemy.

The cacique Guachoya, finding out something of the governor’s

inclinations, advised him to return to the province of Anilco, of-

fering to accompany and aid him with his people. As he would

have to recross the river that ran by the village of Anilco, and

tlirew itself into the Mississippi, the cacique offered to supply

eighty large, and numerous small canoes. These canoes would

have to proceed seven leagues along the ^Mississippi, to the mouth

of the river Anilco, up which they would ascend to the village

;

the whole distance being twenty leagues of navigation. Mean-

time the governor and cacique, with their forces, would proceed

by land, so as to arrive opposite the village at the same time with

the canoes.

Arrangements were made accordingly. As soon as the canoes

were ready, four thousand Indian warriors embarked in them,

beside the rowers
;
with these, the governor sent Captain Juan do

Guzman and his company, to have command of the canoes, and

* Portuguese Relation, c. 20.
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keep the Indians in order. Three days were allowed them for

the voyage.

At the same time that the canoes departed, the governor set

out by land with his troops, accompanied by the cacique, at the

head of two thousand warriors, beside those who carried provi-

sions.

The two expeditions arrived safely at the time appointed,

opposite the village. The cacique of Anilco was absent, but the

inhabitants of the place made a stand at tlie pass of the river.

Nuno Tobar fell furiously upon them with a party of horse. Eager

for the fight, they charged so heedlessly, that each trooper found

himself surrounded by a band of Indians. The poor savages, how-

ever, were so panic-stricken, that they turned their backs upon

the village, and fled in wild disorder to the forests, amid the

shouts of the pursuers, and the shrieks and cries of the women

and children.* Guachoya now gave full sway to his thirst for

vengeance
;

for, in his whole alliance with the Spaniards, and his

advice to the general to revisit this province, he had been actu-

ated, like Casquin, by a secret desire to revenge himself upon an

ancient enemy. The province of Anilco and that of Guachoya

were in continual hostility
;
but the former had, for some time,

had the advantge, and had brought off many trophies gained in

ambusli, surprises, and midnight marauds
;
the mode in which the

savages carried on their warfare.

On entering the conquered village, the first thought of the

warriors of Guaclioya, was to attack the sepulchres of tiio ca-

ciques. They displaced the Iieads of their countrymen stuck up

round the gate, replacing them with those of the enemy. Tliey

stripped the sepulchre of all the tropliics, of scalps, and banners,

* Portuguese Narrative, c. ‘20.
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taken from the nation in battle
;
carried off all the relics and or-

naments of the dead, threw down their coffins, and scattered about

their bones, as had been done on a former occasion. Then, rang-

ing through the village, they massacred all they met, being chiefly

old men, women and children, inflicting the most horrible bar-

barities.

In all this they acted in such fury and haste, that the mis-

chief was effected almost before De Soto was aware of it. lie

put an end to the carnage as speedily as possible
;
reprimanded

the cacique severely, forbade any one to set fire to a house, or in-

jure an Indian, under pain of death, and hastened to leave the

village
;
taking care that the Indian allies should be the first to

pass the river, and none remain behind to do mischief.

His precautions were all ineffectual. lie had scarce dis-

embarked and marched a league, when, on looking back, he saw a

great smoke arising from the village, and found that several of

the houses were in flames. In fact, the warriors of Guachoya,

being deterred from open hostility, had secretly placed coals

among the straw roofs of the houses. These, being parched with

the summer heat, easily took fire, and sprang into a blaze.

The governor would have returned to extinguish the flames,

but at this instant he saw many Indians of the neighborhood run-

ning towards the village
;

so, leaving it to their care, he continued

his march, deeply annoyed at having his friendly intentions to-

wards Anilco thus defeated, but concealing his anger, lest he

should likewise make an enemy of liis crafty ally.*

* Garcilaso dc la Voga, P. I Lib. v. c. G. Ilorrora, Dccad vii. Lib. vii

c. 3.
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CHAPTER LXXV.

DIFFICULTIES WITH THE CACIQUE OF QUIGUALTANQUI ILLNESS AND

DEATH OF DE SOTO.

On taking up his cpiarters again in the village of Guachoya, the

governor set to work, with his usual energy and perseverance, to

construct the two brigantines. He ordered the necessary timber

to be cut
;
collected all the ropes and cordage that he could find

in the village or the neighborhood, to serve for rigging
;

employed

the Indians to gather for him rosin and gums from pines and

other trees
;
and caused all the spikes and nails saved from the

old piraguas, put in order, and an additional cjuantity made. He

had already, in his own mind, selected from among his most faith-

ful and trusty followers, the officers and men who were to embark

•in the expedition; with the residue of his army, amounting to

about five hundred men and fifty horses, he intended to await

their return. While, therefore, he urged the building of the brig-

antines, he cast his eyes about in search of some plentiful region,

where he could be sure of subsistence for his army, during the

absence of the envoys.

Having heard much concerning the fertility of the great pro-

vince already mentioned, named Quigualtanqui, which lay on the

opposite side of the Mississippi, he sent a party of horse and foot

to explore it. The river here was about a mile in width, seven-
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teen fathoms deep, and very rapid
;
having both shores thickly

inhabited.* Collecting all the canoes of the village, and fasten-

ing tire larger ones two and two together, he caused the horses to

bo passed over in them, while the infantry crossed on the others.

They scoured the province of Quigualtanqui, and visited many

hamlets, and especially the principal one, immediately opposite

to Guachoya, containing five hundred houses. Every where, how-

ever, the habitations were deserted; the inhabitants having fled,

or hid themselves. The scouting party, therefore, returned, with-

out having effected any thing, but with glowing accounts of the

fertility and evident populousness of the province.

These favorable reports determined Do Soto to cross the river

with his troops, as soon as the brigantines should be dispatched,

and to establish his head-quarters in the chief town of Quigual-

tanqui
;
there to pass the summer and winter that must intervene

before the return of his envoys.

To his infinite chagrin, however, a violent hostility was mani-

fested on the part of the caci(|ue Quigualtanqui. That chieftain,

who was of a haughty character and of great power, was extremely

tenacious of his territorial sway. lie was incensed at the inroad

of the Spanish scouting party, and sent messengers to De Soto,-

swearing by the sun and moon, to wage a war of extermination

on him and his people, should any of them dare agaiu to put foot

within his boundaries.!

At an earlier date a message of this kind would have been

answered by De Soto by an inroad into the cacique’s dominions
;

but his spirits were gradually failing him. lie had brooded over

his past error, in abandoning the sca-coast, until ho was sick at

* Portuguese Relation, c. 20.

I Alonzo do Carmona.—Garcilaso de la Vega, P, i. Lib. v. c, 6.
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heart
;
and as he saw the perils of bis situation increasing, new

and powerful enemies continually springing up around him, while

his scanty force was daily diminishing, he became anxious for

tlie preservation of the residue of his followers, and to avoid all

further warfare. He sent an Indian messenger, therefore, to the

chieftain, inviting him to friendship. He availed Iiimsclf of an

Indian superstition with respect to himself, and informed the

chieftain that he was the son of the sun
;
the luminary which the

natives professed to worship. That, as such, he had received the

homage of the caciques of all the provinces through which he

had passed. He invited Quigualtanqui to come and pay him like

reverence
;
promising to take him into especial favor, and to reward

liiin with inestimable gifts.

In the mean time, the melancholy which had long preyed upon

the spirits of He Soto, the incessant anxiety of mind and fatigue

of body, added perhaps to the influence of climate, brought on

a slow fever, wliich at length confined him to his bed.

In the midst of his illness, he received a reply, by his own

messenger, from Quigualtanqui. That haughty cacique observed

that if what he pretended were true, and he was really the son of

the sun, he might prove the fact, by drying up the great river
;

in which case he should be ready to come over and pay him ho-

mage. If he could not do so, he must know that Quigualtantjui,

being the greatest chieftain in the land, visited nobody
;
but re-

ceived visits and tributes from all. If, therefore, he wi.shcd to

see him, he must cross the river to his country. If ho came as a

friend, he should be received as such; if as an enemy, he would

find him and his men ready for battle, and resolved never to yield

an inch of ground.*

Portiiguc.so RcLitioii, c. 20.
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This taunting reply vexed the spirit of De Soto, and aug-

mented his malady. It vras still more irritated by the information

that the cacirpic was endeavoring to form a league of all the

neighboring chieftains against him
;
and he dreaded that some

new disasters might occur to dela}* if not defeat his plans. From

his sick bed, however, he maintained liis usual vigilance for the

safety of his army. The sentinels were doubled, and a rigid

watch maintained. Each night the cavaliy mounted guard in the

suburbs of the village, with bridle in hand, ready for action
;

while

two troopers were constantly upon the patrol, alternately visiting

the outposts, and detachments of cross-bow men kept watch upon

the river in canoes.*

The schemes and labors and anxieties of Do Soto, however,

were rapidly drawing to a close; day by day his malady increased

upon him, and his fever rose to such a height, that he felt con-

vinced his last hour was at hand. lie prepared for death with

the steadfastness of a soldier, and all accounts agree, with the

piety of a devout Catholic.

He made his will almost in cipher, for want of sufficient

paper : then calling together the officers and soldiers of most note,

he nominated, as his successor to the titles and commands of

governor and captain general of the kingdom and provinces of

Florida, Luis de Moscoso de Alvarado; the same, whom, in the

province of Chicaza, he had deposed from the office of master of

the camp
;
and he charged them, on the part of the emperor, and

in consideration of the qualities and virtues of Luis do Moscoso,

to obey him in the above capacities,* until other orders should be

received from government. To all this he required them to take

an oath with due form and solemnity.

* Portuguese Relation, c. 20.
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When this was done, the dying ehieftain called to liim, by two

and two, and three and three, the most noble of his army, and

after them he ordered that the soldiery should enter, twenty and

twenty, and thirty and thirty, and of all of them he took his last

farewell, with great tenderness on his own part, and many tears

on theirs. He charged them to convert the natives to the Catholic

faith, and to augment the power of the crovrn of Spain, being him-

self cut off by deatli from the accomplishment of these great aims.

He thanked them for the affection and fidelity which they had

evinced, in fearlessly following his fortunes through such great

trials, and expressed his deep regret that it was not in his power to

show his gratitude, by rewards such as they merited. He begged

the forgiveness of all whom he had offended, and finally, entreated

them, in the most affectionate manner, to be peaceful and loving

to one another. Ilis fever raged violently, and continued to in-

crease until the seventh day, when, having confessed his sins with

much humility and contrition, he expired.*

Thus died Hernando Do Soto; one of the. boldest and the

bravest of the many brave leaders who figured in the first dis-

coveries, and distinguished themselves in the wild warfare of the

Western World. How proud and promising had been the com-

mencement of his career ! how humble and hapless its close

!

Cut off in the very vigor and manhood of his days, for he was

“ Ho died,” said the Inca Garcilaso do la Vega, iu his Chronicle, “ like

a Catholic Christian, imploring mercy of the most Holy Trinity
;
relying on

the protection of the bloitd of Jesus Christ our Lord, and the intcrccs.sion of

the Virglji, and of all the Celestial Court, and in the faith of the Roman
Churck

“ With these wmals, repeating tlicm many times, rc:-igncd his soul to God
lliis magn inimous, and ncver-con(|uerod cavalier, worthy of groat ilignities

and title.^-, and ileserving a better historian than a rude IniUau."
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but forty-two years old when he expired
;
perishing in a strange

and savage land, amid the din and tumult of a camp, and witli

merely a few rough soldiers to attend him
;
for nearly all were

engaged in the preparations mahing for their escape in this peril-

ous situation.

Hernando l)o Soto was well calculated to command the inde-

pendent and chivalric spirits of which his army was composed

;

for, while his ideas of military discipline were very strict, and he

punished every breach of military duty, all other offences he

easily pardoned. No one was more prompt to notice and reward

all soldier-like merit. He is said to have been courteous and en-

gaging in his manners, patient and persevering under difficulties,

encouraging his followers by his quiet endurance of suffering. In

his own person, he was valiant in the extreme, and of such vigor

of arm, that wherever he passed in battle, he is said to have hewn

himself a lane through the thickest of the enemy. Some of his

biographers have accused him of cruelty towards the poor In-

dians
;
but, according to the Inca’s account, we find him, in gen-

eral, humane and merciful
;
striving to conciliate the natives by

presents and kind messages, and only resorting to violent means

where tfic safety of himself and followers were at stake. A strik-

ing contrast to his humanity, in this rc.spect, will be presented in

the conduct of his successor, Luis de Moscoso.
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CHAPTER LXXVI,

THE BURIAL OF DE SOTO THE CACIQUE SENDS TWO YOUNG INDIANS

TO BE SACRIFICED TO IIIS MANES WHAT LUIS DE MOSCOSO SAID

IN REPLY DISPOSAL OF THE GOVERNOR’S EFFECTS.

1542.

The (Icatli of the governor left his followers overwhelmed with

grief; they felt as if made orphans by his loss, for they looked

up to him as a father : and tliey sorrowed the more, because they

could not give him a proper sepulture, nor perform tlie solemn

obsequies due to the remains of a captain and commander so

much beloved and honored.

They feared to bury him publicly, and with becoming cere-

monials, lest the Indians should discover the place of his inter-

ment, and should outrage and insult his remains, as they had

done those of other Spaniards
;
tearing them from their graves,

dismembering them, and hanging them piecemeal from the trees.

If they had shown such indignities to the bodies of the common

soldiers, how much greater would they inflict upon that of their

governor and commander ! Uesides, Do Soto had impressed them

with a very exalted opinion of his prudence and valor
;
and the

Spaniard.s, tlierefore, dreaded, lest finding out the death of their

leader, they might be induced to revolt, and fall upon their hand-

ful of troops.*

, * Portuguese Relation, c. CO.
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S62 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

For these reasous, they burled him in the dead of night, with

sentinels posted to keep the natives at a distance, that the sad

ceremony might be safe from the observation of their spies. The

place chosen for his sepulture, was one of many pits, broad and

deep, in a plain, near to the village, from whence the Indians had

taken earth for their buildings. Here he was interred, in silence

and in secret, with many tears of the priests and cavaliers, who

were present at his mournful obsequies. The better to deceive

the Indians, and prevent their suspecting the place of his inter-

ment, they gave out, on the following day, that the governor w^as

recovering from his malady, and, mounting their horses, they as-

sumed an appearance of rejoicing. That all traces of the grave

might be lost, they caused much water to be sprinkled over it,

and upon the surrounding plain, as if to prevent the dust being

raised by their horses. They then scoured the plain, and gallop-

ed about the pits, and over the very grave of their commander

;

but it was difficult, under this cover of pretended gayety, to con-

ceal the real sadness of their hearts.

With all these precautions, they soon found out that the In-

dians SLi.spected, not only the death of the governor, but the place

where he lay buried
;

for, in passing by the pits they would stop,

look round attentively on all sides, talk witl^ one another, and

make sign with their chins and their eyes toward tho spot where

the body was interred.

The Spaniards perceiving tliis, and feeling assured that the

Indians would search the whole plain until they found the body,

determined to disinter it, and place it where it would be secure

from molestation. No place appeared better suited to the pur-

pose than the His.^issippi
;

but first they wished to ascertain

whether there was sufficient depth to hide the body effectually.
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BURIAL OF DE SOTO. 363

Accordingly, Juan dc Auasco, and other ofllccrs, taking with

them a mariner, cniharked one evening in a canoe, under the pre-

tence of fishing and amusing themselves
;
and, sounding the river

where it was a quarter of a league wide, they found, in the mid-

channel, a deptli of nineteen fathoms. Here, therefore, they de-

termined to deposit the body.

As there was no stone in the neighborhood wherewith to sink

it, they cut down an evergreen oak, and made an excavation in one

side, of the size of a man. On the following night, with all the

silence possible, they disinterred the body, and placed it in the

trunk of the oak, nailing planks over the aperture. The rustic

coffin was then conveyed to the centre of the river. The hooded

priests and steel-clad cavaliers gathered round the remains of tlie

chief who had led them througli all their perilous wanderings, and

at the still hour of midnight they committed the body to the

stream, watching it sink to the bottom through scalding tears,

and commending anew the soul of the good cavalier to Heaven,

they sadly worked their wa}- back to the shore. The discoverer

of the Mississippi slept beneath its waters. He had crossed a

largo part of the continent in search of gold, and found nothing

so remarkable as Ids burial place.”’*'

The Indians, soon perceiving that the governor was not with

'the arm}g nor buried, as they Inut supposed, demanded of the

Spaniards where he was. The general reply prepared for the oc-

casion, was,' that God had sent for him, to communicate to liim

great things, wliich he was commanded to perform, as soon as he

should return to cartli. 'With this answer, the Indians remained

apparently content. \

* (lareilaso do la Voga, P. i. Lib. iv. c. 8.

f Alonzo dc Carmona and Juan CuR.s. Carcilaso dc la Vega, P. i. Lib. v

8. 1

C
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The cacii|uc, however, who believed him to be dead, sent two

handsome 3'oiing Indians to Moscoso, with the message, that it

was the custom of his country, when any great prince died, to put

to death some persons to attend him, and serve him on his journey

to the land of spirits
;
and for that purpose, these young men

presented themselves. Luis do Moscoso replied, that the gover-

nor was not dead, but gone to heaven, and had chosen some of his

Christian followers to attend him there; he therefore prayed Gua-

choya to receive again the two Indian youths, and to renounce so

barbarous a custom for the future, lie accordingly* set the In-

dians at liberty on the spot, and ordered them to return to their

homos
;
but one of them refused to go, saying that he would not

serve a master who had condemned him to death without a cause,

but would ever follovv* one who had saved his life.*

De Soto’s effects, consisting in all of two slaves, three horses,

and seven hundred swine, were disposed of at public sale. The

slaves and horses were sold for tlircc thousand crowns each
;
the

money to be paid by the purchaser on the first discovery of any

gold or silver mines, or as soon as he should be proprietor of a

]dantatiori in Florida. Should neither of these events come to

pass, the buyer pledged himself to pay the money within a year.

The swine were sold in like manner, at two hundred crowns

apiece. Ucnceforth, the greater number of the soldiers possessed

this desirable article of food, which they ate of on all days save

Fridays, Saturdays, and the eves of festivals, which they rigidly

observed, according to the customs of the Koman Catholics. This

abstinence they were not able to practise before, as they were fre-

<]ucntly without meat for two or three months together, and

when they found any, were glad to devour it, without regard to

days.f

* Portuguese Relution, c. GO. f ILid.
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CHAPTER LXXVn.

THE SPANIARDS, UNDER THE COAIMAND OF LUIS DE MOSCOSO, COM-

MENCE THEIR MARCH TO THE WESTWARD ARRIVAL AT THE

PROVINCE OF CHAGUATE, WHERE THEY FIND SALT.

1542.

After their first grief for the loss of their illustrious commander,

many in the army began to doubt whether it was really a calam-

ity. Some even thouglit it matter of rejoicing; for many of the

officers and soldiers had long been disheartened and discontented

by their toils and sufferings, and the disappointment of tlieir ex-

pectations of golden spoils. Nothing but their respect for Do

Soto, and the sxray he maintained over them, had prevented their

abandoning so disastrous a country. They were now in hopes

that the nex7 governor, who xvas -devoutly inclined, would choose

rather to seek rest and repose in some Christian land, than to

follow out the schemes of Do Soto.

Luis de Moscoso immediately called a council, to deliberate

upon what was to be done
;
and it was determined, Iw the com-

mon consent of the leading men, to leave their present position

as soon as possil)le. Moscoso rcipiestcd cacli officer to hand in

his written opinion, whether they should follow tlie course of the

river, or strike across the country to the westward.
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3G6 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Juan dc Anasco. the contador, was for carrying out tlie views

and plans of De Soto. He not only opposed the idea of sudden-

ly abandoning the country, but olfcrcd to guide the army in a

brief space of time, to the frontiers of Mexico : for he piqued

himself upon his knov,'ledge of goograplij', and presumed by its

aid to deliver his comrades out of all their difficulties.

The proposition of Anasco derived support from the rccollec-

iion of certain rumors which the Indians had brought, some

months before, that not far to the westward, there were other

Spaniards, who were going about conquering the country. These

rumors, being brought to mind, were now adopted as truths
;
and

it was concluded that those Spaniards to the westward must have

sallied forth from Mexico, to conquer new kingdoms
;
and as, ac-

cording to the account of the Indians, they could not be far dis-

tant, it was determined to march with all speed in that direction,

and join them in their career of conquest.

On the fourth or fifth of June the army set out on its march,

under the command of its new governor and captain-general,

Luis de Moscoso
;
directing its course westward, determining to

turn neither to the right nor the left. By keeping in that di-

rect io]i, they supposed that they must arrive at the confines of

Mexico: not perceiving that, according to their geography, they

were in a much higher latitude than that of New Spain.

A young Indian, sixteen or seventeen years of age, finely

formed and handsome in countenance, followed the Spaniards of

his own accord, when they left this province. The circumstance

was mentioned to Luis de Moscoso, from a suspicion that he

might prove to be a spy. The general ordered the stripling to

be brought before him. and, through his interpreters, demanded

the cause of his leaving his parents, his relations and friends, tc
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CUSTOM OF BURYIjN^G ALIVE. 367

follow a people wliom lie did not know? ‘-Senior,” replied he,

1 am poor, and an orphan
;
my parents died when I was very

young, and left me destitute. An Indian chief of my native

village, a near relative of the cacique, took compassion on me, led

me to his home, and brought mo up among his children. "When

you left the village, he was grievously sick, and his life was des-

paired of. Ilis wife and children determined that, in case he

should die, I should bo buried with him alive
;
because, they said^

that my master had cherished an dtcnderly loved me, and that I

must therefore go along with him to serve him in the world whither

he had gone. Xow, although I am deeply grateful to him for

having sheltered and fostered me, and love his memory, yet I

have no desire to share his grave. Seeing no other way to escape

this death, but by going with the strangers, I preferred being

their slave to being buried alive. This, and this alone, is the

cause of my coming.”*

The Spaniards perceived, by this and the instance already

mentioned, that the superstitious custom of burying alive the

wives and servants with the dead body of the master, was ob-

served in this country, as in all tlie other regions yet discovered

in the new world.

After leaving Guachoya, the Spaniards passed through the

province of Cataltc
;

tlien across a desert country, to another

province called Chaguate, where they arrived on the twentieth of

June. The cacique had already visited the Spaniard.s, during

the lifetime of Do Soto, when quartered at Utiangue, and now

resumed a friendly intercourse. Near the chief village of this

province they found the Indians busily employed in making salt,

at a saline sprliig like a fountain-head. Here the troops rc-

* Garclluso do la Vega, Lib. v*. Part ii. c. 2.
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mainccl six days, supplying themselves with this necessary article

They then continued their march westward, in quest of the prov-

ince of Aguacay, which they were told lay at the distance of three

days’ journey.
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CHATTER LXXVIll.

DlSArrEARAN'CE OF DIEGO DE GUZMAX CAUSE OF IIIS DESEFv.T10X.

1542.

Ox the second day of their march, the governor xvas informed

that one of their number, named Diego do Guzman, xvas missing.

He immediately ordered a halt, and entered into a diligent inves-

tigation of the matter; appreliending that Guzman might have

been been detained or murdered by the Indians.

This Diego de Guzman vras one of the many young Spanish

cavaliers, vrho had joined this expedition with romantic notions

of conquest, and glory, and golden gain. He was of a good family,

and rich, and enlisted in the enterprise in brilliant style
;
with

costly raiment, splendid armor and weapons, and three fine horses.

Unluckily, he was passionately fond of play, and had but too fre-

quent opportunities of indulging in it; for the Spaniards passed

much of their leisure time in their encampments in gambling, as is

usual with soldiery, and especially with young hap-hazard adven-

turers, such as formed a great part of this band of discoverers.

In the conflagration of Mauvila, all their cards were burned
;

but they made others of parchment, painted with admirable skill

;

and, as they could not make a sufficient supply for the number of

gamesters, the packs went tlie rounds, and were lent from one to
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370 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

the other for linuted times. AVith these they gnmbled under the

tree.s. in their ^vigwams, or on the river banks; or wherever they

might Iiave any idle hours to while away.

Diego de Guzman wa5 one of the keenest
;

but a run of ill-luck

had gradually stripped him of all that he had brought to the

army, or captured on the march
;
and but four da^'s before the

march, he had lost his clothes, his arms, a horse, and a female cap-

tive, recently taken in the course of a foray. Do Guzman had

honorably paid all his losses, until it came to his captive, but here

there was a struggle between pride and affection The girl was

but eighteen years of age, and extremely beautiful
;
so that he

had conceived a passion for her. He had put off the winner,

therefore, with the assurance that he would give her up to him in

the course of four or five days. De Guzman had been seen in

the camp the day before the march; he was now missing, and the

girl had disappeared likewise. On hearing all these circumstances,

the governor concluded that, ashamed of having lost his arms and

steed, and unwilling to give up Lis Indian beauty, he had escaped

with her to her people. He was confirmed in this suspicion, on

hearing that the female was the daughter of the cacifpio of Cha-

guate.

The general now summoned before him four chiefs of the

province, who were among his escort, and ordered them to cause

the Spaniard who had deserted to be sought out and brought to

thccamj); telling them that unless he was produced, he should

conclude that he had been treacherously murdered, and should

revenge his death.

The chiefs, terrified for their own safety, sent messengers in

all speed. They returned with the account that Do Guzman was

with the cacique, who was feasting him and treating him with all
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ABSENCE OF DE GUZMAN. 371

possible kindness and distinctionj and that he could not be pre-

vailed upon to return to the army.

The governor refused all credit to this story, and persisted

in his surmises that Do Guzman had been murdered. Upon this,

one of the chiefs turned to the governor with a proud and lofty

air. arc not men,” said he, “ who would tell you hilsehoods.

If you doubt the truth of what the messengers have said, send

one of us four to bring you some testimonial of the fact
;
and if

he bring not back the Spaniard,, or some satisfactory proof that

he is alive and well, the three of us that remain in your hands

will answer for his loss with our lives.”

The proposition pleased the governor and his'officcrs
;
and,

after consultation, Ualtazar do Gallegos, who was a friend and

townsman of Ue Guzman, was instructed to write to him, con-

demning the step he had taken, and exhorting him to return and

perform his duty as became a cavalier
;
assuring him that his

horse and arms should bo restored to him, and others given to

him in case of need. An accompanying message was sent to the

cacitjue, threatening him with fire and sword unless he delivered

up the fugitive.

The following day the nie.sscnger returned, bringing back the

letter of Gallegos, with the name of De Guzman written upon it

in charcoal
;
a proof that he was alive. He sent not a word, how-

ever, in reply to the contents of the letter
;
and the messenger

said that he had no intention nor wish to rejoin the army.

The caciipie, on his own part, sent word, assuring tlie governor

that he had used no force to detain Diego de Guzman in his ter-

ritories, nor should he u.«:e any to compel him to depart
;
but

rather, as a son-in-law wlio had restored to him a beloved «laughtor,

he would treat him with all possible honor and kindness, and

IG^
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would do tlic same to any of the strangers who chose to remain

with him. If, for having done his duty in this matter, the gover-

nor tlioiight proper to lay waste his lands and destroy his people,

he had the power in his hands, and could do as he pleased.*

The governor, seeing that Diego de Guzman would not return,

and feeling that the cacique was justifiable in not delivering him

up, abandoned all further attempt to recover him, and set the

Indian chiefs at liberty, who continued, however, to atend him

until he reached the frontier.

* Garcilaao de la Vega, P. i. Lib. v. c. 2.
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CHAPTER EXXIX.

TIIS ArwMY ARRIVES AT NAGUATEX A SEVERE CRUSH WITH THE

NATIVES EMMINEXT PERIL OC TWO TROOPERS AND POUR FOOT-

SOLDIERS SEVEltE TREATMENT OF THE INDIAN CAPTIVES IN-

TERVIEW CETWEEN THE CACIQUE NAGUATEX AND MOSCOSO THE

SPANIARDS PERPLEXED BY A PIIENOJIENON.

1512.

The next province traversed by tbo Spaniards was named Agna-

cay, and abounded with salt
;

tliey encamped one evening on tlio

borders of a lake, tlie xvuters of which were strongly impregnated

with it. The Indians formed the salt into small eakes, by means

of earthen moulds, and used it as an article of traffic. At the

chief village of the province; the Spaniards fancied; from the re-

plies of the inhabitants to their questions, tliat they had some

knowledge of the South Sea
;
but it is probable they v. ere de-

ceived by the blunders of their interpreters.

After leaving Aguacay, they crossed the province of Mayc,

and on the twentieth of July encamped beside a pleasant wood,

on the confines of the province of Naguatex. They had scarce

come to a halt, when a body of Indians -were observed hovering

at a distance. A party of horse immediately sallied fortli, and

dashing into the midist of them, killed six, and ]>rought two

prisoners to the camp. They confessed that they were a scout-

ing party, sent by tlie cacique to reconnoitre the strangers, and
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t.Iiat Xaguatex liinisclf was at baud with liis warriors, aided by

two neighboring cdiieftains. AVliile yet talking, tlie enciiiy ap-

peared in two battalions, apd assailed the camp in two places,

but were soon put to flight. The horse pursued them, and fell

into an ambush which had been laid for them by two other bands,

and these they equally succeeded in routing.

Ill the mean time, two troopers and four foot-soldiers, who

had pursued the first assailants too hotly, were surrounded, and

assailed on all sides. The troopers bcliavcd manfully, wheeling

round their more exposed companion.s, ruslTing upon the Indians

with their horses, and keeping them at bay with their spears
;
in

the mean time tlicy all called out lustily for aid. Their cries

reached the camp. Twelve troopers came galloping to their assist-

ance ; the Indians fled at their approach: many of them were

slain, and one taken prisoner. Moscoso immediately ordered

that his no.se and right arm should be cut off, and he sent him

thu.s cruelly mutilated to Naguatex, with a threat that he would

next day enter hi.s country with fire and sword.

The ensuing day Moscoso pushed forward to execute his

throat.s, but a large river intervened between him and the resi-

dence of the cacitjue. He halted on the banks, and beheld a

powerful force collected on the opposite side, to oppose his pas-

sage. Not knowing the ford, and several of the men and horses

being wounded, he took counsel of his wrath, and, drawing back

ab(iut a quarter of a league from the river, encamped near a vil-

lage by a clear and beautiful wood, preferring the open air to

any habitation, as the weather was calm and pleasant. Here he

remained a few days, to give his troops time to recover from their

wounds and fatigiic.s. In the mean time, parties of horse ex-

plored the river, forded it in two places, in spite of the opposi-
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tion of the natives, and found a populous and abundant country

on the other side.

The governor, having now had time to recover from the anger

caused by the rough assault of the cacique of Naguatex, sent au

Indian with a message to him, proGering him pardon for the past,

oil condition of repentance and submission
;
but, otherwise, de-

nouncing exterminating vengeance. The message had the de-

sired elTcct. The Indian returned, bringing a promise from the

cacique that he would make his appearance the next day. On

the following morning, a great number of the principal subjects

of Naguatex came to the camp, announced that the cacique was

at hand, and, having apparently taken note of the governor’s

looks, and disposition of his men, returned to give an account of

the same to their chieftain. At length the caci<pie was seen ap-

proaching at a distance. A great band of his principal men

marched two and two in front, all weeping and lamenting, as if

in contrition for the past. When the head couple had arrived in

presence of tlie governor, they all halted, fell back on each side,

and formed a lane, up which the cacique advanced. Bending in

a supplicating manner before the governor, he begged forgiveness

for what he had done, attributing his rash hostility to the bad

counsels of one of his brothers, who had fallen in the light. lie

acknowledged the Spaniards as immortal, the governor a.s invin-

cible, and concluded by offering his obedience and services. Mo.s-

coso accepted his proGered allegiance, and dismissed him witli as-

surances of friendship. Four days afterwards he broke up his

camp and marched to the river side, but wa.s surprised to find it

swollen and impassable, although it was summer time, and no

rain had fallen for a niontli. The Indians, however, assured him

that this swelling of the river often happened without rain, and

generally during the increase of the moon.
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The Spauiarcls, perplexed at this pheuomeiiou, and little ac-

quainted with the great extent of these rivers, and the sudden

effects of rain among the distant mountains and extensive

prairies where they take their rise, surmised that the swellings,

during the waxing of the moon, might be caused by the influx

of the sea into the river, although none of the Indians had any

knowledge of the sea.

At the end of eight days the river had subsided sufiiciently

to be fordable
;
the army then crossed

;
but, on coming to the

town of the cacique, found it abandoned. The governor en-

camped in the open fields, and sent for the cacique to come to

him and furnish him with a guide. Naguatex, however, was

afraid to venture to the camp. Upon this the ire of Moscoso

was again kindled, and he sent out two captains with troops of

horse, to burn down the villages and make captives of the

inhabitants. The country was soon wrapped in smoke and flame,

and several Indians were captured. The cacique was again

brought to terms, and sent several of his principal people as hos-

tages, and three guides who understood the language of the

countries the Spaniards were to march through. The governor

was once more pacified, and set forward on his western march.

Such were the rough circumstances that attended the sojourn of

the Spaniards in the province of Naguatex.*

* The u.anie of this province is .spelled in the same nnomier (Naguatex)

t>oth in the Spaui.-h and Portuguese narrations. It ha.s been identified with

Nacliitoches, by some modem writers, who suppose the village of the cacique

to have stood on the site of the present town o-f tliat name. It appears to

the author, however, that the modern Nachitoches lies to the south of the

route of Moscoso, tliough it may have been called after the old Indian village,

situated more to the northward. It is almost im|>o.<sible to identify any of

the places vbited by the S[)aniards in their wild wanderings west of the

MisshtippL
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CHAPTER LXXX.

VAGUE TIDINGS OF EUROPEANS TO THE WEST XVANDERING IN A

WILDERNESS TREACHERY OF AN OLD INDIAN GUIDE, AND IIIS

FATE THE HUNTING GROUNDS OF THE FAR WEST.

1542 .

The army now pressed forward, Ly forced marclics, more than a

hundred leagues, through various provinces, more or less popu-

lous and fertile
;
but some of them extremely barren, and almost

uninhabited. The Portuguese narrator of the expedition gives

the names of some of these provinces, such as iMissobonc, La-

cane, Mandacao, Socatino, and Guasco. In one of the provinces,

they observed wooden crosses placed on the tops of the houses,

and were struck with tlio sight of this Christian emblem. They

began to flatter tlicmselves that they were approaching the con-

fines of New Spain, and made incessant inquiries, in every pro-

vince that they entered, whether the inhabitants knew any thing

of Christian people to the west. Where all intelligence had to

pass from mouth to mouth, through several interpreters, in-

difl'erently acquainted with each other’s language, and finally to

be communicated by an Indian lad, who was but moderately

versed in Spanisluit is easy to perceive what vague and erroneous

ideas must be imparted. Some of the natives, it is probable,

wilfully deceived the Spaniards
;
others misunderstood the kind
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of people about whom tliey were inquiring. In this v/ay they re-

ceived tidings, as they thought, of Europeans that Iiad been seen

farther to the west
;
and whom they persuaded themselves were

parties of discoverers, making incursions from New Spain.

They briglitcned up with the hopes of meeting with some part}'

of the kind, or, at any rate, coining to regions subjugated and

colonized by their countrymen, where they would no longer be

in danger of perishing in a trackless wilderness, but might

choose either to abide securely in the new world, or return to

their native country.

Thus they went on, from place to place, lured by false hopes

and idle tales. ^Ylien they reached places where they had been

a.ssurcd they would come upon the traces of white men, the in-

habitants declared their utter ignorance of any qjeople of the

kind. In the transports of vexation and disappointment, Mos-

coso would order the poor savages to be put to the rack. This

only served to extort from them false replies, suited to liis

wishes, but which led him and his army to farther unprofitable

wandering and additional disappointment.*

M0.SC0S0 and his followers, moreover, sufTered extremely for

the want of intelligent and faithful guides. Sometimes they erred

from misinterpretation of the routes
;
at other times, they were

purposely led astray. "W hen they had journeyed far to the west,

they came to a vast uninhabited region, wdiere they wandered for

many days, until their provisions were exhausted, and they had

nothing to appease their hunger but herbs and roots. To their

great dismay,. also, they found that an old Indian warrior, who

had been furnished by a cacique as a guide, was leading them in

^ circle, lieading from time to time to different points of the com

* Garcilaso do la Vega, Lib. v. P. i. c. 2.
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pass. Upon this, Moscoso, suspecting liis fidelity, ordered him to

be tied to a tree, and the dogs to be let loose upon him. One of

tliein sprang upon him instantly, and began to shake him. The

Indian, in his terror, confessed that he had been ordered by his

cacique to bewilder and lose them in uninhabited deserts, but

offered lo take them, in three days, to a populous country to the

west. Moscoso, however, listening only to his indignation at this

trcacliery, again ordered the dogs to bo lot loose, who, ravenous

with hunger, tore the unfortunate wretch to pieces.

Having in this shocking manner gratified their passion, the

Spaniards found themselves worse off than before, for the^^ had

no one to guide them, having given permission to the other Indians,

who had brought the supplies, to return home. In this dilem-

ma, they followed the directions of their victim, by marching

directly westward
;
thus giving credit, after his deatli, to what

they disbelieved while he was living.

They travelled three days, suffering excessively for want of

food. Fortunately the forests were clear and open
;
had they

been so dense as those through which they had formerly passed,

they would have perished with hunger before they could make

their wa}' through them. They journeyed always to the wo.st-

ward, and at the end of three days descried, from a rising ground,

the signs of human habitations. The inhabitants, however, fled

to the woods on their approach, and they found the country meagre

and sterile. The villages differed from the past, tlic houses being

scattered about the fields in groups of four and five, rudely con-

structed, and resembling the hovels erected in melon fields in

Spain to guard the fruit, rather than habitable houses. In tliese

cabins they found abundance of frcsli buffalo meat, with whieli

they appeased their hunger. There were many buffalo liide.'«, also,
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recently flaycc]
;
bat the Spaniards could never meet with the living

animals. From the abundant traces of horned cattle thus found

in the habitations, they called this the Province of the Yaqueros,

or irerdsmen.*

* It Is evidcut that the Spaniards were on the hunting grounds of the Far

West—tlie great buffalo prairies. It is probable that the scattered and slight

wigwams thus visited, were mere hunting camps.



f.:nm
K A.ainai'i 'to i^w^G®

.lra®H ,.•W, m^'
' -A'l , 5 .

ad« ni ;. ]
*

I„ *,.-f... ^aooiftlnoll to

' «'< «*!<, rfin~.s odi rf««!««q8 Udi A ^

s/
w I?-... - » '»• 4

I'
:.ii

h #
•

^"'‘V:-“-i
'

'

' "

^ », *. u. V «*:V^ '
‘

"
-'^

'

, . hi ^'»» * '•.^*
'i

**

.kf'‘ 'r-sTi^'’
' ‘

, .

'”-

,f-r
*4»-.^.:' r-t ' •

-^
^

- -
•

,

'

,v ) :

•'"

^

•.„ -;,

,

, . .jf‘*'?<n((A .'•‘nU'J^‘tf’1’*®’
*'

' V * .|»k
' ;

w^- ^ ^ -i liflimii i'-' *
-

- ^sj

iwmMffr ' 'W^*TrPBBB 4;
' “-

- ^mBE ^ ;<-.«?
.

M



ClIAriER LXXXI.

FEATS OF INDIVIDUAL FROXVESS OF THE INDIAN'S OF THE FAFw WEST.

1512.

The Indians of the far west liave always been noted for their

gallant and martial bearing, and their proneness to feats of indi-

vidual prowess and bravado. In their wanderings through this

wild hunting region, the Spaniards had frequent instances of the

kind, two or three of which are xvorthy of especial notice. In

the course of their march through the province of Los Vaqueros,

they encamped one afternoon in an open plain. The Spaniards

stretched themselves on the ground to repose, while their Indian

attendants prepared their repast. IVhile thus reclining, they ob-

served an Indian warrior sally out of an adjacent wood and ap-

proach tlic camp. He was gnyly painted, liad a bow in his hand,

a quiver of arrows over his right shoulder, and waving plumes

upon his head.

The Spaniards, seeing him advance alone, and pcacefull}', im-

agined that he was charged with some message from his cacique

to the governor, and allowed him to draw nigli. He came within

fifty paces of a group of soldiers, who were conversing together
;

then, suddenly fixing an arrow in his bow, he sent it in the midst

of them.

The Spaniards seeing him bend his bow, some sprang aside,
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SS2 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

othcr.^ threw themselves upon the ground. The arrow whistled

by without touching them, but flying beyond, where five or six

female Indians wore under a tree, preparing dinner for their

masters, it struck one in the shoulders, and passing through her

body, buried itself in the bosom of another
;
they both fell and

expired. The savage then turned, and fled with surprising speed

to the woods. The Spaniards beat the alarm and shouted after

him. The caj)tain, Baltazar de Gallegos, being by chance on

horseback, heard the shout, and saw the savage flying
;
suspecting

the cause, he gave chase, overtook him close to the wood, and

transfixed him with his lance.

Three days after this, the army halted for a day to repose in

a beautiful plain, of the same province. While tlius indulging,

the}' saw, about ten in the morning, two Indian warriors approach-

ing across the plain. They were fine-looking fellows, decorated

with lofty plumes, bearing their bows in their hands, and their

(piivcrs at their backs. They stalked to within two hundred paces

of the camp, and then began to walk round a large nut-tree, not

fide by side, but circling in opposite directions, so as to pass each

other, and guard one another's backs. In this way they kept on

all day, without deigning to take any notice of the Negroes, Indians,

women and hoys, who occasionally passed near them, bringing

water and wood.

The Spaniards understood from this that they came not for

the domestics, but for them, and they forthwith reported to the

governor w’hat they had observed. He ordered that no soldier

•sliould go out to them, but that they should be left alone as mad-

men.

The Indians continued their circumvolutions about the tree,

waiting patiently, it would seem, for some of the Spaniards to
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RESCUE OF PAEZ. 388

take up this singular challenge. It was near sunset, when a

company of horse, who had been out since morning scouring the

country, returned. Their quarters were near the place where

this extraordinary scene was acting, and observing it, they asked,

IVhat Indians arc these ?” Having learnt the order of the

governor, that they should be unmolested as two madmen, it was

obeyed by all except a headlong soldier named Juan Paez, who,

eager to exhibit his valor, exclaimed, A pest upon them
;
here’s

one madder than they, who will cure their madness !” So saying,

he spurred towacds them. AVhen the Indians saw but a single

Spaniard advancing to attack them, the one who was nearest to

Paez stepped forth to receive him, and the other, .separating, placed

himself under a tree
;
thus manifesting a wish to fight man to man,

and disregarding the advantage that the Spaniard had in being

mounted. The soldier spurred upon the Indian at full speed, to

bear him down with the shock. Ilis adversary waited, with an

arrow in his bow, until he came within shot, when he sped his

shaft. It struck Juan Paez in the muscular part of the left arm,

passed through it, and through both sides of a sleeve of mail, and

remained cros.scd in the wound. The arm dropped powerless,

the reins slipped from the hand, and the liorse, feeling tlicm fall,

stopped of a sudden, as horses are often trained to do.

The companions of Juan Paez, who had not yet aliglited, seeing

Ids peril, galloped to liis rescue. The Indians, not choosing to

encounter such odds, fled to a neighboring wood, but before they

could reach it were overtaken and lanced to death. In this aflair

the savages certainly showed a spirit of chivalry, and a punctilio

as to the laws of tlie duel, whicli merited a better return at the

liands of Spanish cavaliers.'*

*• Carcilaso dc la A'cga, Hh. v, P. il c. 4.
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CHAPTER LLXXII.

THE SPANIARDS COME IN SIGHT OF HIGH MOUNTAINS TO THE WEST—

•

EXPLORING PARTIES SENT OUT TO DISCOVER THE COUNTRY THE

REPORT THEY BEING BACK MOSCOSO CALLS A COUNCIL OF HIS

cr^FICERS THEIPw DETERAIINATION.

1542.

After traversing the wild waste of country which the Spaniards

called the Province of Los Yaqueros, they came to a river called

Daycao, which was a favorite hunting resort of the Indians
;
great

fjuantitics of deer feeding along its hanks. The}’ had been told

that the country beyond it was inhabited
;
and 3Ioscoso sent out a

jairty of horse to cross the river, and to beat up the opposite bank.

Tlicy found a village, consisting of a few miserable hovels, and

captured two of the inhabitants
;
but none of the interpreters

could understand their language.

The Spaniards now saw to the west a series of mountains and

forests
;
and learnt that the country was without inhabitants.

Their hearts began to fail them. The hunger and toil they had

already experienced, rendered them loth to penetrate these sav-

age regions. The governor, therefore, determined to remain en-

camped, and to send out light parties to explore the country to

the west. Three bands of horsemen accordingly set off. each in a

different direction
;
and penetrated to the distance of thirty leagues.
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TRACKLESS DESERTS. 385

Tliey fbiind the country sterile, thinly peopled, and it appeared

worse and worse the further they proceeded. They captured some

of the inhabitants, who assured them that further on it was still

more destitute
;
the natives did not live in villages, nor dwell in

houses
;
neither did they cultivate the soil, but were a wandering

people, roving in bands, gathering fruits and herbs, and roots of

spontaneous growth, and depending occasionally upon hunting

and fishing for subsistence
:
passing from place to place, accord-

ing as the seasons were favorable to their pursuits.*

At the end of fifteen days, the exploring parties were all back

again in the camp, bringing nearly the same accounts. Their

united reports brought the governor completely to a stand. To

prosecute his march to New Spain through such wildernesses as

were described to him, would be to run the risk of losing himself

and his troops in famishing and trackless deserts. He now recol-

lected what had been related by Alvar Nunez, of races of Indians

that he had met with, unsettled in their abode, wandering about

like the wild Arabs, feeding on roots and herbs, and the produce

of the chase
;
and lie fancied such savage hordes roved about the

country before him. Indeed, it was probable that all tlie rumors

he had heard of Christians seen by the Indians, might relate to

Alvar NuHez and his companions, who, on their way to New

Spain, after their sliipwreck with Pamphilo de Narvaez, had pass-

ed as captives from tribe to tribe of the inhabitants of these

lands. It is true, they kept near the sea-coast, far to the south

of the track of iMoscoso, but the fame of such Avonderful stran-

gers might have penetrated to the interior
;

for reports are car-

ried to vast distances among Indian tribes. The crosses, also,

* Till? do.M?rij)tion answers to the diameter an 1 habits of the Pawnees,

Comanche.', and other tribes of tlie Fiu- West
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which Moscoso had observed in one of the provinces Uirough

which he had passed, might have been put up by the Indians as

talismans, in consequence of the fame of apparently miraculous

cures made by Alvar Nunez and his men, who always carried a

cross in their hands when they visited the sick, and made the sign

of the cross over their patients.

The delusive reports, therefore, of Christians to the west,

which had encouraged the Spaniards to proceed, had now died

away. They had nothing but savage wastes before them, infest-

ed by barbarous people, with whom it was impossible to keep up

a friendly understanding for want of an interpreter. It was al-

ready the beginning of October
;

if they lingered much longer

the rains and snows of winter would cut off their return, and

they might perish -with cold and hunger. Moscoso was weary in

soul and body, and longed to be in a place where his sleep would

not be broken by continual alarms. He called a council, there-

fore, of his officers, and proposed that they should give up all

further progress to the -west, make the best of their way back to

the Mississippi, build vessels there, and descend that river to the

ocean.

The proposition was by no means relished by some, who, not-

withstanding all their sufferings and disappointments, had still a

lingering hope of finding some country rich enough to repay

them for all their toils. They represented that zVlvar Nufiez

Cabeza de Yaca had told the emperor of his having come into a

country where cotton grew, and where he saw gold, silver, and

precious stones. That they had not yet come to those regions of

which Alvar NuHcz spoke, but might do so by keeping forward

Ho.sides, they had actually met with cotton mantles and tor-

quoises at a province called Guasco. and had understood from the
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DESPERATE MARCH. 387

natives that they came from a country to the west
;
which was

doubtless the country that Alvar Nunez had spoken of. They

n'ore, therefore, for persisting in their desperate march westward
,

nay, some of them declared they would rather perish in the

wilderness, than return beggared and miserable to Europe, from

an expedition undertaken with such high and vaunting antici-

pations.

Sager counsels, however, prevailed, and after much deliber-

ation it was determined to retrace their steps to the 31ississlppi.

Note.—Tlie niarcli of Moscoso wc.'^t of tlie ilississippi ha.s been roiidcred

from the Spanish and Portugue.se accoimts; but they vary so mucli on sonie

points, and arc so vague on othcr.s, and the regions to vhicli they relate are

80 vast, and, until very recently, so little known, that it Is next to inipos.sible

to trace tlic route of the wanderers with any thing approaching to precision.

'I'liey evidently traversed the hunting grounds of the Ear We.st, the range of

tlie butfalo, and got upon the upper prairies, which, in many part.s, are little

better than deserts. The river Dacayo, wliich is only mentioned by tlie Por-

tuguese narrator, has been supposed to be the ‘Rio del Oro’ of Cabeza de

Vaca. He makes them retunx from the banks of this river
;
but the Spanisli

historian afllrms that they saw great chains of mountains and forests to the

west, wlxieh tlicy understood were uninluxbitecL It lias been conjecturcl that

the.se were the skirts of tlie Rocky Mountains. As, according to tlu! Portu-

guese account, tliey depm-ted from the banks of the }ilis.'-is-ippi tor the Far

West, on the fifdi of June, and did not get back tliere until the beginning of

December, they Avere .six months on this march an<l countiTiuarch, wh! -h, with

all tlieir haltiug.^, would give them time to penetrate a great distance into the

interior.

17
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CIL\PTER LXXXIII.

HARASSING MARCH OF THE SPANIARDS THE TROOPER HIS MISAB*

VENTURE.

15i2.

The Spaniards had now a long and dreary march before them,

with no novelty ahead to cheer them on, and a country to traverse,

the savage inhabitants of which had been rendered hostile by their

jTcvious invasion, and its resources laid waste by their foraging

parties. They endeavored to remedy these disadvantages as much

as possible by making a bend to the south, so as to avoid the des-

olate tracts they had recently traversed, and to find regions more

abundant in provisions.-

They journeyed by forced marches, and took every precaution

not to provoke the Indians
;
the hitter, however, were on the alert,

and harassed them at all hours of day and night. Sometimes

they concealed tnemsclvcs in woods, by which the S[»aniards had

to pass
;
in the more open country they would lie upon the ground,

covered by the tall grass and weeds, and as the soldiers, seeing

no enemy, came carelessly along, the wily savages would suddenly

spring up, discharge a shower of arrows, and immediately take

to llight.

Those assaults were so many and frequent, that one band
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ASSAULTS OX THE SPAXIARDS. 389

would scarcely be repulsed from tlie Vanguard, wlien another at-

tacked the rear, and frequently the lin-o of march was assailed in

three or four places at the same time, with great loss and injury

both of men and horses. In fact, it was in this province of Los

Vaqueros that the Spaniards, without coming hand to hand with

the enemy, received more injury than in any other tlirough which

they passed. This was especially the case in the course of the

last day’s march, when their route was extremely rough, through

woods, and across streams and ravines, and other dangerous passes,

peculiarly fit for ambush and surprise. Here the savages, who

were well acquainted with the ground, had them at their mercy,

waylaying them at every step, wounding Spaniards, and horses,

and the Indian servants who accompanied the army.

The last of these assaults happened just before arriving at

the place of encampment, as tliey crossed a brook overhung with

trees and thickets. Just as one of the liorsenien, named Sanjurge,

was in the middle of the brook, an arrow shot from among the

bushes on the bank struck him in the rear, pierced his cuirass of

mail, passed through the muscle of his right thigh, then tlirough

the saddle-tree and padding.s, and buried itself in the horse.

The wounded animal sprang out of the brook, sallied forth upon

the plain, and went on plunging and kicking to get clear of the

arrow and liis rider.

The comrades of Sanjurge hastened to his assistance. Find-

ing him nailed, in a manner, to the saddle, and the army having

halted to encamp hard by, they led him on horseback as he was

to his allotted quarters. Lifting him gently from liis seat, tliey

cut off the shaft of the arrow between the saddle and the wound

;

after which, taking oil the saddle, they found that the injury to

the horse was but slight. What surprised them, however, was
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300 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

that the sliaft, which had pcmctratcd tliroiigli so many substances,

was a mere reed, with the end hardened in the fire. Such was

tlic vigor of arm with which these Indian archers plied their

bows.

This Sanjurge had enjoyed a kind of charlatan reputation

among the soldiers, for curing wounds with oil, -wool, and certain

words, which he called a charm. At the battle of Manvila, how-

ever, all the oil and wool had been burnt, and Sanjurge’s miracu-

lous cures were at an end. His whole surgical skill being confined

to his nostrum and charm, he was now fain to call in the aid of

the surgeon to extract the head of an arrow which w\as lodged in

his knee. The operation was so painful, however, that he railed

at the surgeon for a bungler, and swore he would rather die than

come again under his hands, and the latter replied that he might

die and welcome, before ho would have any thing to do with him

again.

In his present wounded state, however, Sanjurge was in a sad

dilemma, having no nostrums of his own, and being precluded

from the assistance of the surgeon. At length he thought of

a substitute for his old remedy, and, making use of hog’s lard,

instead of oil, and the shreds of an Indian mantle, instead of

wool, he dressed his wound with them, and pronouneed his vaunt-

ed charm. Faith and a good constitution wmrk miracles in quack-

ery. In the course of four days that the army remained encamp-

ed to attend to the sick, Sanjurge had so far recovered as to resume

his saddle, galloping up and down in vaunting style among the

soldiery, whose faith in his nostrum and his charm became stronger

than ever.*

* Garcilnso de la ^"ega, Part ii. Lib. v, c. 5.
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CHAPTER LXXXIV.

FRANCISCO, Tlir: GENOESE, WITH SEVERAL OF IIIS COAIRADES, LIE IN

AMBUSH TO ENTRAP SO.ME OF THE NATIVES THE SEVERE SKIR-

MISH THEY HAVE WITH AN INDIAN, AND THE RESULT.

1512.

After leaving the disastrous province of Los Yac|ueros, the

Spaniards continued for twenty days, by forced marches, through

other lands, of which they did not know the name, taking but lit-

tle pains to gain information, tlicir-only object now being to get

to the Mississip]u.

Although they avoided all iiitched battles with the natives,

they continued ti bo harassed by tliem incessantly. Did a soldier

chance to wander a short distance from his comrades, he was in-

stantly slmt down. In this manner no less than forty Spaniards

were picked off by lurking foes. Ey night the Indians would

enter th.c camp on all fours, or drawing themselves along like

snakes, without being heard, and thus shoot dowm horses, and

even sentinels xvho were off their guard.

One day. when the army was about to march, Francisco, the

Genoese carpenter, obtained permission of the governor for him-

self and several troopers, who were in want of .servants, to remain
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S92 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

l)cbinJ, and lie in amLusli at the place of encampment, for the

Indians were accustomed to visit those places as soon as the

Spaniards had abandoned them, to pick lip any articles they might

have left behind.

A dozen horse and twelve foot concealed themselves, accord-

ingly, in a thick clump of trees, one of their companions climb-

ing to tho'top of the highest to look out and give notice should

any Indians approach. In four sallies they captured fourteen of

the enemy without any resistance. These they divided among

them' two hilling to the share of Francisco the shipwright, as

leader of the detachment. The party would then have rejoined

tlic army, but Francisco refused, alleging that he needed another

Indian, and that he would not return until he had captured one.

All the cUbrts of his comrades to shake this foolhardy deter-

mi nation were in vain
;

each of them offered to give up the In-

dian that had fallen to his share, but he refused to accept the

boon. Yielding, therefore, to his obstinacy, they remained with

him in ambush.

In a little while the sentinel in the tree gave warning that an

Indian was near. One of the horsemen, the same Juan Paez

wlio had recently been wounded in the arm. dashed forth with his

wonted impetuosity, and rode full speed at the Indian. The lat-

ter, as usual, took refuge under a tree. Paez galloped close by

the tree, giving a passing thrust with his lance across the left arm

at the Indian. lie missed his aim, but his enemy was more suc-

cessful
;
for as the horse passed, he drew his arrow to the head,

and buried it just behind the left stirrup leather. The horse

plunged several paces forward, and fell dead. Francisco do

Polanos, a comrade and townsman of Paez, had followed close

behind him; he attacked the Indian in the same way, and failed
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INDIAN TRANSFIXED. 393

iu his blow likewise
;
his horse received a similar wound, and went

stumbling forward to fall beside his predecessor.

The two dismounted horsemen, recovering from their fall,

made at the Indian with their lances, while, from the other side,

a cavalier, named Juan de Vega, came galloping towards him on

horseback. The Indian, thus assailed on both sides, rushed forth

from under the tree to encounter the horseman, perceiving, that

if he could kill the horse, he could easily escape from his dis-

mounted antagonists by his superior swiftness of foot.

With this intent he sped an arrow at the breast of the horse,

as he came charging upon him, which would have cleft his heart

but for a breastplate of three folds of tough bull-hide with which

his rider had provided him. The arrow passed through the breast-

plate, and penetrated a hand’s breadth in the flesh. The horse

continued his career, and Juan de Ycga transfixed the savage

with his lance.

The Spaniards grieved over the loss of the two horses, more

valuable now that their number was so diminished
;
but their

chagrin was doubly heightened when they came to see the enemy

who had cost them so dear. Instea<l of being well made and

muscular, like the most of the natives, he was small, lank, and

diminutive, giving no promise iu his form of the valor of hi.s

spirit. Cursing their misfortune, and the wilfulncss of Francis-

co, which had caused it, they set forward with their companions

to rejoin the army.*

* Garcila.so de la Vega, Part ii. Lib. v. c. 5 and 6
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CHAPTER LXXXV.

THEV' PASS THROUGH THE PROXHXCE OF CHAGUATE, AND AIOSCOSO

DISPATCHES A PARTY OF TWELX'E TROOPERS AFTER, DIEGO DE

GUZ.MAN SUFFERINGS OF THE ARAIXT THEIR ARRIVAL AT THE

PROVINCE OF ANILCO, AND THEIR DESPONDENCE.'—CHCERED UP BY

NEWS OF THE FERTILE COUNTRE' OF AMINOE'A ANASCO DISPATCH-

ED TO THAT PROVINCE, AND WHAT HE FOUND THERE.

1542.

With similar adventures and disasters did the Spaniards continue

tlieir weary journey. Fearful of making too great a bend to the

south, and of striking the Mississippi below the province of Gua-

choya, wliich was the point where they wished to arrive, they

now inc’iued to the northeast, so as to strike the track they had

made on their western course.

Tills led them back through the province of Naguatex, where

they found the villages which they had burnt already rebuilt, and

the houses well stocked wdth maize. In this province the nativ'cs

made earthen ware of a very tolerable cjuality.

In passing through the province of Chaguate, the gOE'ernor

bethought him of the Spanish cavalier, Diego dc Guzman, who

had taken refuge among the Indians, and sent twelve troopers in

search of him
;
but he had notice of their approach from the In-
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DESPERATE SITUATION. 395

dian spies, and concealed himself. The army, in the mean time,

were snlfering from scarcity of food, so that the governor, seeing

that Guzman was bent upon remaining among his Indian friendS)

gave up all further search for him, and proceeded on his march.*

The winter was now set in with groat rigor, with heavy rains,

violent gales, and extreme cold
:
yet in their eagerness to arrive

at their destined place of repose, they continued to press forward

in all weathers, travelling all day, and arriving at nightfall, drench-

ed with rain, and covered with mud, at their place of encampment.

They had then to sally out in quest of food, and most of the time

were compelled to gain it by force of arms, and sometimes at the

expense of many lives..

The rivers became swollen by the rain : even the brooks were

no longer fordable, so that almost every day they were obliged to

make rafts to cross them
;
and at some of the rivers they were

detained seven or eight days, by the unceasing opposition of their

enemies, and the want of sufficient materials for constructing the

rafts. Often, too, at night tlicy had no place whereon to lie, the

ground being covered with mud and water. Tlic cavalry passed

the night sitting upon their horses, and as to the infantry, with

tlie water up to tlieir knees, their situation may easily be con-

ceived. For clothing, too. tliey had merely jackets of chamois and

other skins, belted round tliem, serving for .shirt, doublet, and

coat^ and almost always soaking wet
;
they were in general bare-

legged, without shoes or sandals.

With these continual sufferings, both men and horses began

to sicken and die. Every day two, three, and at one time seven

Spaniards fell victims to the hardshijts of tlic journey, ainl almost

all the Indian servants perished. There were no means of carry-

* Povtuirnc.^c Relation, c. 35
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ing the sick and dying, for many of the horses were infirm, and

those that were well, were reserved to repel the constant attacks of

the enemy. The sick and exhausted, therefore, dragged their steps

forward as long as they could, and often died by the way, while

the, survivors, in their haste to press onward, scarce paused to

give them sepulture, leaving them half covered with earth, and

sometimes entirely unburied. Yet, notwithstanding this sickness

and exVaustion, they never failed to post sentinels, and keep up

their camp guard at night, to prevent their being surprised and

massacred.

At length they arrived at the fertile province of Anilco, the

cacique of which had experienced such rough treatment from

them, and their .savage ally, Guachoya, on their previous visit.

They had been, for some time past, cheering themselves during

their famished march with the prospect of solacing themselves in

this province, which abounded in maize, and of procuring a suffi-

cient supply to sustain them during the time necessary for the

construction of their vessels. To their bitter disappointment,

however, they found the province of Anilco almost destitute of

maize
;
and had the additional chagrin of knowing that they were

the cause of this scarcity. The hostilities they had waged with

Anilco, during their residence at Guachoya, had deterred the in-

habitants from cultivating their lands
;
thus seed-time passed un-

improved, and the year had produced no harvest.

3Iany of the Spaniards, worn out by past trials, could not

stand this new disappointment, but gave way to despair. Without

a supply of maize, it would be impossible to subsist through the

winter, or to sustain the daily and protracted toils of building

the vessels for their departure. Their imaginations magnified

the difficulties before them, and painted every thing in dark
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colors. How were tlioy to build vessels fitted to stand a sea

voyage, destitute as they were of pitch and tar, of sails and cord-

age ? How were they to navigate without map, or sea-chart, or

pilot ?—How were they to ascertain at w'hat place the great river

on which they were to embark disembogued itself into the ocean?

Sorely did they lament their having returned from the far west,

and given up their project of reaching New Spain by land. As

to the plan of escaping by sea, nothing, said they, but a miracle

would enable them to carry it into eficct.

Such were the despondings of many of the Spaniards
;
and,

indeed, a general gloom prevailed through the camp, when tlicy

were again encouraged by intelligence derived from some of the

Indians of Anilco. The}' told them that at the distance of two

days’ journey, on the banks of the hlississippi, there were two

towns near to each other, in the country of Aminoya, a region of

exuberant fertility
;
in these they would probably find maize, and

other provisions, in abundance.

On receiving this cheering, intelligence, tlie governor imme-

diately detached Juan de Anasco, with a strong party of horse

and foot, to visit these places.* They were accompanied l>y many

of the Indians of Anilco, who were at war witii those of Aminoya.

After a hard inarch of two days, they came to the towns, whicli

were situated close together, in an open champaign country, and

surrounded by a creek or ditch, filled with water from the Missis-

sippi, so as to form an island.

De Anasco entered the villages without opposition, the in-

habitants having fled on their approach. To the great joy of tlic

Spaniards, the houses were abundantly stocked witli maize, and

otlicr grain
;
vegetables, nuts, acorns, and dried fruits, such as

* Portuguese Relation, c. 35.
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grapes and plums. lu one of the houses they found an old

woman, who was too infirm to make her escape. She asked them

why they came to that village. They replied, to winter there.

The old beldame shook her head, and told them that was no place

for winter quarters. Every foiirteeu years, she said, there was

an uncommon rise of the great river, so as to inundate all the

surrounding country, and compel the inhabitants to take refuge

in the upper part of their houses. This, she added, was the four-

teenth year, and an inundation was to be expected. The Span-

iards, however, made light of her warning, considering it an old

wives’ fable, without reflecting that ancient residents of the kind

arc the chronicles of local fact.



v.aUloJ^ W
«8t

Uo >« X»‘l*
04 onHni ool ud«

,,,hU .oi.iv- - t bio 0.1T

Mifrw
n«vu 4/JOta

fi.‘iuiao-n« ni:

,..o1 odJ «w >oIj*>« «<'«“'' '
...i^nHi at !)0«.«:>X;

.,,,,1?. odT toJon" 0^ _•’*

;i obom .r.>vow0il ,*11^“!

bio ui. »i snii'.M-noo
;[ ;jt,o6'.i »im.H!«

'*»'"

b„14 oJi 10 elncMio, loo.o«« ir., . . odl oi.



CHArTER LXXXVI.

rilE SPANIARDS ARRIVE AT AMINOYA COMMENCE BUILDING BRIG-

ANTINES QUARREL BETWEEN THE CACIQUE, GUACIIOYA, AND

THE CAPTAIN GENERAL OF ANILCO—SINGULAR. CHALLENGE OF

THE LATTER.

1542.

Having fixed himself in one of the towns, J)c Afiasco sent ad-

vices to the governor of his success, and of the abundance that

prevailed around him. Moscoso immediately set off with the re-

sidue of the army to join him. Notwithstanding their prospect

of speedy repose and good quarters, this was as hard a march as

any the troops had experienced. Enfeebled by sickness and

famine, they had to traverse several swamps, in a drenching storm

of rain, and a bitter north wind.

The hearts of the poor way-worn Spaniards leaped within

them when they once more came in sight of the ?»Iississippi, for

they regarded it as the highway by which they were to escape out

of this land of disaster. They entered the village of Aminoya-

as a haven of repose, and thanked God that they had at length

reached a spot where they might rest a while from their wayfar-

ing. Indeed, had they not found, at this juncture, a place of

abundance, it is iirobable most of them would have pcrislied un-

der the rigors and privations of the winter. As it wa.s, many
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of them but gained this place of rest to die. The excitement of

the march had stimulated them beyond their strength
;
when no

longer exertion was necessary, they fell into sickness and lethar-

gy, and in the course of a few days above fifty of them expired.

Among those who had thus survived the toils and perils of

the march, to perish in the place of refuge, was Andres do Yas-

concellos, a Portuguese cavalier of noble blood, wiio had distin-

guished himself on various occasions in the course of this fatal

enterprise.

No one, however, was more lamented by the army than the

brave and generous Nuilo Tobar, a cavalier no less valiant and

noble than unfortunate. Having had the ill luck, at the outset

of tlic enterprise, through an error of love, to displease the gover-

nor Dc Soto, he had never been forgiven, although he had repaired

his wrong to the lady by marriage, and atoned to his commander

by repeated acts of chivalrous bravery. On the contrary, he had

ever been treated by I)e Soto with a rigor and disdain, from

which his great merits and services should liavc shielded him
;

nor had he been restored to his military rank under that gencr-

al’s successor, 3Ioscoso.

Seeing the favorat)lc situation of the village of Aminoya, and

tlie abundance of the surrounding country, the governor resolved

to establish his winter quarters, and build his brigantines here.*

It is true it was about sixteen leagues above the residence of

Guachoj'a, where he had intended to winter, but that was imma-

terial
;
the grand object was attained, a secure place on the 3Iis-

* Mr. ^tcCulloch .supposes tlu" a illage of Aiuiuoya to have been situated

in tlic neighborlio^xl of the present town of Holena, about thirty miles above

the Arkansas.
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Bissippi for the construction of his vessels, and his proposed

embarkation.

To render his position more comfortable and secure, ho

destroyed one of the two adjacent villages, and carried all its

provisions, wood, and provender, to the other. This was sur-

rounded by palisades, and he set about strengthening it.‘ defences,

but such was the debilitated state of his men, that i< cost him

twenty days to accomplish the work. Being now, however, in

good quarters, with plenty of food, and suffering no molestation

from the natives, they soon began to recover from their fatigues

and maladies, and, with the renovation of their strength, their

spirits likewise revived.

They now set to work to construct seven brigantines, for tlie

embarakation of all their force. They were built under the super-

intendence of Francisco, the Genoese, the same who had on

various occasions been efficient in constructing bridges, rafts, and

boats, being the only person in the army who knew any thing of

ship-building. lie was assisted by four or five carpenters, of

Biscay. Another Genoese and a Catalonian, skilled, as their

countrymen usually are, in nautical affairs, engaged to calk the

vessels.

A Portuguese, who had been a slave among the Moors of Fez

had learned the use of the saw, and instructed some of the soldiers

in th 3 art. He was to reduce the timber felled in the neighbor-

ing forests into suitable planks; while a cooper, who was almost

at death’s door, promised, as soon a.'^ he was able to work, to make

water-ca.sks for the vessels.

All the iron work treasured up from former embarkations

was now brought fortli, and every article of iron that couM be

spared from other purposes. The. chains were knocked off the
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Indian captives, even the iron stirrups of tlie troopers were given

up, and wooden ones substituted in their place. A forge was

erected to work up those materials into the necessary forms, and

thus the whole undertaking soon began to wear an encouraging

a.spect.

Assistance was also rendered from other quarters. The old

friend and ally of the Spaniards. Guachoya, hearing of their return,

came with presents of provisions, and renewed his former inter-

course. The cacique Anilco also, taught by the severe treatment

he had brought upon himself by former hostility, now sent his

captain general, with a numerous retinue, entreating the friend-

ship of the governor, and pleading ill health as an excuse for his

not coming in person. The captain general was received with

great ceremony and respect
;
he was. shrewd and intelligent, and

acquitted liimself with great address in his intercourse with the

Spaniards. He mingled among them familiarly, acquainted him-

self with their plans and wi.'ihcs. and transmitted an account of

every thing to his cacique, who immediately contributed every

assistance in his power. Every day or two came supplies from

Audeo of fish and other provisions, together witli various materials

for the ships, such as cordage of various sizes, made of grass and

fibrous plants, and mantles made of an herb resembling the mal-

lows, containing a fibre like flax, which the Indians wrought into

thread, and dyed with various colors.

Guachoya emulated Anilco in supplying the various wants of

the Spaniards, but fell short of him in constant assiduity. Both

caciques furnished numbers of their subjects to serve in the caihp,

and to do the rough w*ork about the ships.

To carry on their ship-building without interruption from

Btonns and inundations, the Spaniard.s erected four large frame
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buildings. Within these both officers and men toiled without

distinction, saw'ing planks, twisting cordage, making oars, and

hammering out iron, and their only pride was shown in striving

who should do the most w'ork.

The cordage furnished by Anilco was fiibricated into rigging

and cables, and when tliis was not sufficient, the rinds of mul-

berry-trees were substituted. The Indian mantles, when sound

and entire, were formed into sails
;
the old ones were picked into

shreds to calk the vessels. For this latter purpose, also, use

was made of an herb resembling hemp, called Enequen
;
and in

place of tar the seams were payed with the rosin and gum of

various trees, and with an unctuous kind of earth.

During tlie whole winter the captain general of Anilco was

continually with the Spaniards, officiating as the representative

of his cacique, mingling in all their concerns, administering to

their wants, and seemingly taking as much interest in their plans

as if they had been his own. Ilis important services, and the

hearty good will with which they were rendered, made him so

popular with both officers and soldiers, that he received, on all

occasions, such honors as would have been paid to his caci>|ue.

All this awakened the jealousy and anger of Guaclioya. He

had secretly sought to revive the former hostilities between the

Spaniards and Anilco, but his intrigues had been in vain. Ilis

spleen at length broke forth, in presence of the governor and his

officers, on the occasion of some new honors which they paid to

the captain general. lie represented the latter as a mere servant

and vassal, base in his origin, poor in his circumstances, and re-

monstrated with the Spaniards for paying more lionors- to a man

of such condition, than to a powerful chieftain.

The general of Anilco listened wntli a calm, unchanging coun-



'T

PP
.AYOHDAUD

.
-4

*'

tj' i' ft

'll*

ieoJJiw tolioJ a»m baa .nsBo lUcrf wdl oi^iW 4aoibIi8d

baa ,RttO S“i^® ,!^bi<w Soilw"* 8“'’'“

aohhJsoi jtworfaawobhqxIiioitsiiJ boo.aoii <ao sah9miii«4

^ 1

I)I«Oll« odlt

Sflig^h oitti f>o)«oii<Jal mw ooiinA \6 borl^imul ogiitnoo odT

-loai loabnh orfl ,lnol»fflu«Jofl ww eull oaifw boa bn»

buaot fl9tlw ,*»(in«ar aiubal^saT .piilM^da. or^tr aaoil iiwil

©)ui boJuiq ov>v woo Mo ,»(i» ;
alias' oJnlbaanc* otaw ^liiao boa

,»8 ,oata\osoqiaq lOJlsI sb!> lo^

m boa ;
naopooCl boII*» ,qou>«I aoJ'J'oo**''. obtta vm

loiajig buo aimofii ilJiw bax;«l »iav*ais»« odl isJ lo soslq > .

jliui^jlo bflul ^^0iiJ!>uwWdti^ I)(Ui ;8MiJ BMohKT^ u: ji

-.1

^trrr ODUaA^to Wi9n^^ niijjqflO Oif> tJcli jnimCL -

»vL»Ji^/m<nqOT id^Moao odi i!Hw ^I^iimirtoo

^

oJ ,
8011)000? iioiU lla k j^aiiiftua fioph& w4 lo "

804:1<J
lioifi oi Uov^ai ilowm as xfeoiwoo’i hau ,iSanv ibiU

eilj Ima ,«ooinoi ioxJioqeoi «iU jiwo fcrd ooo<J f>£<I t^di w

tbft fliid oUm ,boiobndi oiow i9iii doidw illiir IHw bocf^x^i^.

i!fl no ,f)9vioooi »il 4iiili ,EioiWoi &ofi tiaoffio il4od iliiir

.ou|.io/ o 4id oJ flood ovcd i)Iu4*vr lo maoil dooa .Rnoiaflooo ;

oH ,i;vo*iojsiJO lo lO^flA bflfl fcoJIoiflWA buU UA -

oil» floo-wiod lowidl odi OTivnoi id^m* x.lioioo«

till .«lo7 01 flood I>fld eousHlfli Bid ifld ,ooUflA bon abim^wqB

aid hflfl lo/nyyoa adi lo oocosoiq m tdiioVodoid

Gt bisyq .iGdi d»idw eiocfld won oflio« lo 00 *2bow odi flo

jflfiYiO* O'ltMO « stM lo^jid odJ ifiiofloa

^ bni5 ,Roontt)e«nfoib aid ofiooq ,oi$no aid ai oafid

rnm a oi widflod fno*a tbuuitfl‘|8 «di dJiw boJflilEuotf

iBH ,niiiilMulo Iw'howo<| a oI n/d) ,iioild>ooo doo« lo ,

.flooo -aiariAibflo ,inioo 4 dilw bonolail ooUaf lo Inwioa odT



40-1 CO^^QUEST OF FLORIDA.

tcnance until he had finished, then, asking permission of the gov-

ernor, he replied with generous warmth, showing his honorable

descent from the same ancestors as his cacique, and his high

standing, as second only to his chiefta.in, and commander of his

forces. Ue reminded Guachoya of victories which he had gain-

cn over his father, himself, and his brothers, all of whom he had,

at different times, had in his power and treated magnanimously

;

finally, as a mortal trial of prowess, he defied Guachoya to enter

alone with him Into a canoe, and launch themselves on the Mis-

sissippi. The abode of Guachoya lay several leagues down tlic

river, that of the general of Anilco up the tributary stream which

entered into the Mississippi. He who should survive the mortal

struggle of the voyage, and navigate the canoe to his home, would

be the undisputed victor.

The captain general of Anilco concluded his warm and in-

dignant speech, but Guachoya neither accepted the challenge nor

answered a word, but remained with confused and downcast coun-

tenance. From that time forward the general was held in higher

estimation than ever by the cavaliers and the army in general.*

* Garcila.<30 de la Ycga, Lib. v. P. ii. c. 10.
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CIIArTER LXXXm

THE LEAGUE OF THE CACIQUES AGAINST THE SPANIARDS GONZALO

SILVESTRE ROUGHLY HANDLES AN INDIAN HOW THE DESIGNS

or THE HOSTILE CACIQUES WERE FRUSTRATED.

1543.

While the Spaniards were diligently employed building their

brigantines, the natives of the surrounding provinces were plotting

their destruction. On the opposite side of the Mississippi, a few

leagues below Aminoya, extended the vast, fruitful, and populous

province of Quigualtanqui
;
the same province which had been

visited by a scouting party, sent by Hernando De Soto, during

his sojourn at Guachoya; on which occasion, the reader may re-

collect, taunting messages xvere sent by the cacii^ue to the gover-

nor. The caci(|uo of Quigualtanque was young and warlike

;

beloved throughout his extensive dominions, and feared by his

neighbors on account of his great power.

Pietaining his former enmity to the Spaniards, he learnt with

alarm that they wore again in his neighborhood, and building

great barks, which miglit give them command of the river, or en-

able them to leave the country, and return in greater force to

conquer it. He sent envoys, therefore, among the neighboring



'*•'
*

5 W -w
**' ^

! .' )«l *»(

*v£«’ui. ,. . ' f*
''' *'

*

iiYziij ajmuD

oaASi:oo-^^itAr»£i.i^» 3tit «iiiaoa. eaupiojro am io a^ioAaj snt

airr Yfoif—yiAiaw^ via ^joxaii YJiiocaiiaaT?3ry,u» ^

^ ^ jjatAitTwah aaaw EaappAo 3jmoa^aiTT to /'O
^.J'u •

t' f

:rSi’

4#A

!^j .mi
‘

'v. ,.•
,., ;^'

,

... .-r_

liaifj ^ubiitfd lH>(olqmo lUa'j^ifib onv tktcJattqS oJl pjjuW

^eitkitqi>t97r Jisouhoiq gnibnm)nirt odl 1o riviloJi dill ^aoniin^^iid

77&i A JqfUttiiiiM »dJ o^ieoqqo odJ nO .riolJoiniwfe liodl

Boolpqoq boB jInlliirA ,1«C7 bohiK^iza jin^onitiiA vswlod a^ir^Adl

fl^>od bf.d dsfdir ooncs odi
;

1o oonhmq

Sanob.^Jo8 o(I vhima^oH looe MUir

-91 xem vjheoi oJs facltMpoo doWiriror'jV//»d'jA/iO 3a fluiQ^oa «Id

10T03 o»{l oA.oar*j,>c9 odi io9B &i9W f^j^anitOia ^iti#jir«t flibHoo

jDiiitaw, haA ^twcx so[»ttJtiIi:u^ii»P Jo ('v^t^iota odT a.ioh«

kid vd boiAO^ bo* .Rflomlrtiob oviat^xo wH ^ooif^woidl bovoldd
,» E*- *

j ^.idiroq ic-jia wd >0 3n«c«wuB oo gioddaioa

iliii? ioiool pd r«bi*ii:*q8 odi of rSimao ^aiai^ail

•^guibimd ba» d>oodiodrfaipu ftiil ni’^oi/rgB
^
PiPW x®d^ imU ini*U

•UP 10 ^ir/h oi!l 1o bfi/unmoo loodi irvfg idjjlm doiilTf

ol ooioJ 10)11013 m tnuim bno ,-^ilfliiOP odJ ovcol 0) modi &id*

^ahiKfd^bfl piii jiioma jOioliPioiil ,%^otop Ihm oH
.
4f loopoco



406 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

caciques on both sides of the river, and a league was formed to

combine tlicir forces at a certain time, for a general assault upon

the S])aniards.

The cacique of Anilco was invited to enter into the league,

but he remained true to the Spaniards, and sent the governor

secret intelligence of the conspiracy. Moscoso ordered addition-

al guards to bo stationed about the camp, and patrols kept up by

night and day, and vigilant watch to be maintained over the

places where the arms and munitions of war were deposited. In

the mean time, envoys arrived at all hours of the day and night

from the cacique of Quigualtanqui and his allies, bringing mes-

sages of friendship, accompanied by presents. The governor

perceived, by their roving about the camp, and taking note of

every thing, that they were mere spies. Ho gave peremptory

orders, therefore, that no Indian should come by night to the vil-

lage
;
but his mandates wore disregarded.

One night, Gonzalo Silvostre, with a comrade, was on duty

as sentry at one of th.e gates of the village. lie was just recover-

ing from a severe illnc.s.s, and was yet feeble. About the mid-wateli,

he descried in the clear moonlight two Indians approaching, with

bows and arrows in their hands, and lofty pfumes on their heads.

They advanced towards the gate across a fallen tree, which serv-

ed as a bridge over tli4 fosse. Silvestre, who knew the peremptory

orders of the governor, and the lurking treachery which sur-

rounded them, felt his blood boil at sight of these interlopers.

“ Here come two Indians,” said ho to his comrade
;
liow dare

tliey come at night, in defiance of the prohibition of the governor?

lly the mass, the first that enters this gate shall feel the edge of

my sword.”

His comrade begged him to leave the Indian to him, a.s he
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was strong and well, and Silvcstre but feeble in health. lly no

means,” replied the other; "lam strong enough to give these

impudent savages a lesson.”

The Indian drew nigli, and* finding the gate open, entered

without hesitation. In an instant, Silv'estre gave the foremost a

blow in the face with his sword, and felled him to the ground.

The savage recovered himself, snatched up his bow and arrows,

and plunging into the fosse, swam to the other side. Ilis com-

panion fled across the fallen tree, and leaping into his canoe, made

the best of his way across the Mississippi.

At sunrise, four Indian warriors appeared at the camp, com-

plaining in the name of all the neighboring caciques of this vio-

lation of the peace existing between them, and demanding that,

as the wounded Indian was a warrior of rank, the soldier who

struck him should be put to death. Embassies of the kind were

repeated at noon, and in the evening, the latter announcing that

the warrior had died of his wound.

Luis do Moscoso gave evasive and haughty replies to the am-

bassadors, which greatly incensed the chieftains of the league.

They concealed their rage and hatred, however, consoling them-

selves with the idea that the day of vengeance was at hand. In

the mean time, each cacique assembled his warriors, and prepared

for the signal blow. Their plan was to burst suddenly upon tho

Spaniards, and massacre every one of them. Should they fail in

this, they were to set fire to the hulks of the vessels, and tliiis

prevent their departure. They might then exterminate them by

degrees
;
for they were aware of their diminished numbers, and

that but few horses survived—these objects of their chief terror

—above all, they know that the brave Hernando do Soto was no

more.
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The Spaniards were aware that the momentous day was near

at hand : for some of the spies who visited the camp had comfort-

ed the Indian captives witli assurances of speedy deliverance and

revenge
;

all which the Indian wdmen had revealed to their mas-

ters. Added to this, as the nights were still and serene, they

would hear the murmuring sound of Indian gatherings on both

sides of the river, and could sec the camp tires gleaming in differ-

ent directions.

When this storm of war was about to burst upon the Span-

iards, there came on a sudden rising of the river. The predic-

tion of the old Indian woman was voritied. Although there had

been no fall of rain for a month, yet the Mississippi, in the

month of March, swelled above its banks, and inundated the coun-

try for several leagues on both sides of the river. The green

fields and forests were transformed into a broad sea, wdth the

branches and tops of the trees rising above the surface, and ca-

noc.s gliding between them in every direction. The town in

which the army was qiuirtered was on a rising ground, yet the

water rose in the low'er parts of the houses, and obliged the troops

to take refuge in the garrets, or on sheds erected on strong piles.

They had to quarter their horses in the same manner; and for

some time it was impossible to go abroad, excepting in canoes, or

on Iwrscback, when the waiter would reach to the stirrups of the

trooper. It was in consequence of these inundations, says the

Spanish historian, that the Indians built their villages on high

hills, or artificial mounds. The houses of the chieftains were

often built upon piles, with upper floors, wdiere they might take

refuge from the freshets.
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CIIAriER LXXXVIII.

THE CACIQUES OP THE LEAGUE AGAIN PREPARE TO ATTACK THE

SPANLVRDS AN ES'DIAN SPY A PLOT DETECTED.

1543.

The swelling of the Mississippi and inundation of tlic surround-

ing country, dispersed the hordes of savage warriors, and forced

them to take refuge in their villages. The cacique, however, did

not abandon their evil design, but kept up a semblance of friend-

ship, sending repeated messages and presents. 3Ioscoso ordered

a vigilant watch to be kept about the village, and especially about

the brigantines, permitting no Indians to come near tliem in

their canoes, through fear of some treacherous design.

The swollen river subsided as slowly as it had risen, and it

was two months before it shrunk within its natural channel. As

soon as the surface of the country was sufRciently dry, the ca-

ciques again gathered their forces for their premeditated attack.

The General of Anilco gave the governor warning of their

movements, and offered to bring a largo force of Indians to assist

him
;
but ^loscoso declined his offer, lest his services should em-

broil the generous Anilco witli his neighbors, after the departure

of the Spaniards.



.nnx/xj JismHO

SOT »o*TTA at a^ASsai Kua* sao*a4 sbt' to *x«nAO sot

.a3ioOTna.TWt>*-^««
%'“'-* "'

-i

'

.

-

‘

i,

,; -.hauonMmh 1o aoll«tiBf«V N» ^qHtU^at

? lK>3i-a l»n« ,«oh«» 4W** ^ eabTorf o.!J‘b«ei91«iB .r’Boo* 3"*
,

biI)*;w«.«od ,9npiM» ffrfT, .wSBlliT tio.l» bI oaulai oicl »» “»<»
I

it
' -f.Bohl'^'io MOBtdBio* a qo iqsi iai ^tsieoi* Hira tiodJ nobnsd* >aa

|
!— - bwbio oaa>»oU ..)B«si<i taB Si'ib««

-f
« ‘|:

IflOji bBK-it^tUt 9d» Jiod. iiojl od oJ .bJiiw J.u:I^*y b
|

.

ni ntoib •-.BOB »<«<« o» BBBibflL da sa^liBdo, ,e»Bi»<iB3r«I od» J
^ V - .Dsi«>b eawifoBMJ oracw ^ ««1 dS””''* ’*),

JbiU ,n-»*h Cttiii tBt^ M toYii oollow* »JT -

««“»«' «»' ’* .«dtBO« n-d ««> -4-

^tonoo'-ad^ Ip «»»>«« »'•> « >

kilclibom^q tiodt tolBosiol tbil» b«9.I>ig oi»s* *»»P«

lo saimair 10019708 «d» iiBg WioA 1o

^ . M ^ • • r ^1 wiftaaitmu

K» oJBBBitnl toWA os»I b 8«W «* «>«« .ri09«»VO«

» -m9 l-iuoil« »oi7io« lid J*9f
,
1!®0 ltd binitol. iDd

;

^id

(t7U)lM0l> Wll .£T0d»fjif3XJ M OdImiA ^ **

''^5® .kliiBiaaqa odl to

iig...

wV.-^



410 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

Anxious to procure particular information of the plans of thc

conspirators, Moscoso ordered an Indian, who was loitering about

the town, and whom he suspected to bo a spy, to bo put to the

rack. This is always a sure mode of forcing out round assertions,

whether true or false. The Indian, under torture, declared that

twenty caciques of the neighborhood were about to attack the

camp with a large army : that to put him off his guard and con-

ceal their treachery, they were to send a present of fish three

days before the attack, and another present on the appointed day.

That the Indians who brought the fish, combining vrith those who

served in the camp, were to seize upon all lances and other wea-

pons that were at hand, and set fire to the houses. At the sight

of the flames, the caciques, with their troops, were to rusli from

the places where they lay in ambush, and assail the Spaniards on

all sides, in the lieight of their confusion.

The governor, having hoard the story, ordered the Indian to

be kept in chains. On the day he had mentioned, thirty Indians

came into the town, bearing presents of fish and messages of

kindness. The governor immediately ordered them to be seized,

taken aside separately, and examined concerning the conspiracy.

They attempted no defence, but made full confession of the plot,

nloscoso, with his usual rigor, ordered forthwith that their right

hands should bo cut off, and tliat they should be sent, thus muti-

lated, to their homes, to give warning to the caciques that their

treachery was discovered. Tlie stoical savages bore their punish-

meut without flinching; scarce was the hand of one stricken off.

when another laid his arm upon the block. Their patience and

firmness extorted the pity and admiration even of their enemies.

This sanguinary punishment of their envoys put an end to

the league of the caci»<uc.s. who gave up their plan of attacking
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AN INDIAN SPY. 411

the camp, and returned each One to his province, but with hearts

bent on further hostility.

Guaehoya had more than once been suspected by the Span-

iards of secret participation in this plot, and had even been charg-

ed with it by the Indian spy, when under the torture. There

docs not appear to have been certain proof; and, indeed, all these

stories of plots and conspiracies related by Indians of each other,

are to be received with great distrust. The Spaniards, doubtless,

were often deceived by their allies, who sought through their

means, to cripple their rivals and antagonists
;
and much need-

less hostility and bloodshed did they bring upon themselves by

some harsh measure, either to punish or prevent some imputed

treason.

18
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CHAPTER LXXXIX.

FINAL PKEPARATIONS OF MOSCOSO AND HIS FOLLOWERS.

1543.

Moscoso and his ofificers, convinced of their perilous situation

thus surrounded by open and secret foes, applied themselves as-

siduously to complete their armament, and provide stores for the

voyage. Guachoya, conscious of the late suspicions entertained

of him, redoubled his zeal in furnishing maize, fish, and other

supplies, and Anilco continued to the last his friendly offices.

Throughout all their xvanderings the Spaniards had preserved a

number of the swine which they had brought with tlicm to stock

their intended settlement. These had, in fact, multiplied during

the march, and others which had strayed away, or been given to

the Indians, had likewise produced their increase. The Spaniards

now killed those that remained with them, excepting a dozen and

a half which they retained alive, in case they should yet form a set-

tlement near the sea coast, and a few which they made presents to

Anilco and Guachoya. The carcasses were then cut up and made

into bacon for ships’ provisions. Of fifty horses that remained,

they determined that twenty of the least valuable should be killed

and put up for provisions. This was a painful alternative, on ac-

count of their long companionship in w\ayfaring. and the faithful
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services they had rendered. They were tied to stakes at night,

a vein opened, and they were thus left to bleed to death. The

flesh was tlien parboiled and dried in the sun, and laid up among

the sea stores. Canoes were linked together, two and two. to

convey the others, their fore feet being placed in one canoe and

their hind feet in the other, and the canoes were barricaded with

boards and hides to ward off the arrows of the Indians.

"When the brigantines were ready for service, there was an

unusual swelling of the river, so that the water reached the place

where they were on the stocks, and they were launched with great

ease. This was a fortunate circumstance, for they were built of

such thin planks, and fastened with such short nails, that they

might have bulged in being transported over land. They were

merely large barks, open except at the bow and stern, where tliey

had coverts to protect the sea stores. Along the gunwales were

bulwarks of boards and hides, and boards were laid athwart them

to serve as decks. They had seven oars on each side, at which

all were to take their turns indiscriminately, excepting tiic cap-

tains. Each brigantine had two commainlers, so that in emer-

gencies, one might act on shore, while the other remained to

govern on hoard.

The little srpiadron being now afloat and all ready fur embark-

ation, the governor made his final arrangements on shore. Two

days before his departure he took a kind farewell of Guaehoya,

and the captain general of Anilco, sending them both back to

their homes, first making them promise to live in friend.slii]) with

each other after he was gone. The next day lie dismissed the

greater part of the Indians, male and female, who had bi.'cn in

the service of the camp, retaining those only, of both sexc.s, who

were of distant tribes and had follov.’cd the army in its wander-
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414 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

ings. But a remnant survived, not above tliirtj, out of a multi*

tude tliat bad from time to time been captured and reduced to

servitude, in the course of tbeir extensive marchings. The rest

had perished by degrees, in the various hardships to which they

Iiad been exposed. These survivors had, for the most part, be-

come attached to the Spaniards, and moreover, dreaded to be loft

among the strange tribes, who might enslave and maltreat them.*

" The Portuguese Relation makes tlic number of Indians thus embarked,

amount to one hundred. The number givtm by the Inca is most ])robabIc,

D')th narratives haviiig previously stated that most of the lufllans vho had

follovrcd the army in its last march perisliod before arriving at Amiuoya.
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CILUTOXC.

EMBARKATION OF THE SPANIARDS UPOxN THE MISSISSIPPI A GRAND

AND CONCERTED ATTACK BY A LARGE FLEET OF CANOES, AND

HOW THE SPANIARDS FARED GONZALO SILVESTRE SENT ON

SHOR.E WITH A DETACHMENT OF MEN FOR PROVISIONS LOSS OF

THEIR. HORSES.

1513.

On the second day of July, the Spaniards embarked on board

their seven brigantines. The largest one, named the Capitana,

was commanded by Luis do Moscoso, as admiral of this little fleet.

Of the numerous and brilliant host that had entered on this

heroic but disastrous enterprise, not* quite three hundred and

fifty survived
;
and these in forlorn and wretched plight

;
their

once brilliant armor battered, broken, and rusted; their rich

and silken raiment reduced to rags, or replaced by the skins of

wild beasts.

The sun was setting as they got under way, and the gloom of

evenimir seemed an emblem of their darkcninij: fortunes. Thev

were abandoning the fruit of all their labor and hardships, the

expected reward of their daring exploit.s, the land of their golden

dreams. They were launching forth on a vast and unknown

river, leading they knew not whither, and were to traverse, in
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frail and rudely constructed barks, without chart or compass,

great v>astes of ocean, to which they were strangers, bordered by

savage coasts, in the vague hope of reaehing some Christian shore,

on which tliey would land beggars !

With sail and oar they pursued their cour.se all night, and on

the following morning passed by the residence of Guachoya.

Here they found many of the inhabitants waiting in their canoes

to receive them, and beheld a rustic bower of branches of trees

prepared for their reception. The governor, liowever, excused

himself from landing, whereupon the Indians accompanied Iiim in

their canoes to where the river forked into two branches. They

warned him that he was near the residence of Quigualtanqui, and

offered to accompany him, and make war upon that cacique
;
but

the governor, who desired nothing less than an}' hostile encoun-

ter with the natives, declined tlieir offer, and dismissed them.

The little fleet continued its course by the main branch of

the river, where there was a rapid current
;
and in the afternoon

hauled to sliore on the left bank, where the Spaniards passed the

rest of the day in a spacious wood. At night they re-embarked,

and continued their course. On the following day, they landed

near a village which the Indians had abandoned, and took a

woman prisoner, who informed them that the cacique of Quigual-

tanqui had assembled all his forces further down the river, and

was waiting to attack them.

This intelligence put them on their guard, but made them

ready to suspect hostilities, where perhaps they were not intended.

They had not proceeded much flirther down the river, when, as they

were foraging on shore, and carrying off provisions wherever they

found them, they perceived a number of canoes hovering on the

opposite side of the river, and, as they thought, menacing hostili-
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ties. Tlie cross-bow men immediately leaped in the canoes that

were astern of the brigantines, pushed across the river, and readily

dispersed the savages. No sooner had the cross-bow men returned

to the brigantines, and the latter got under weigh, than the light

barks of the savages were again in sight
;
keeping ahead of the

squadron, and drawing up near a village that stood on a high

bank, they seemed disposed to make battle. The canoes were

again manned, the Indians were once more dispersed, and the

Spaniards landing, set fire to the village
;
after which, they en-

camped for the night in an open plain.

Whatever may have been the previous disposition and inten-

tions of the Indians, they had now fair grounds for hostility
;
nor

did they fail to wage it to the utmost. On the following morn-

ing, a powerful fleet of canoes was in sight, apparently the com-

bined force of the hostile caciques. Some of them were of great

size, with from fourteen to twenty-five paddles on a side, and car-

ried from thirty to seventy warriors. They darted across the

water with the speed of race horses.

The canoes of the caciques, and some of the principal war-

riors, were brilliantly painted, both within and without
;

tlie pad-

dles, the rowers, and even the warriors themselves, from the feet

to the scalping tuft, were painted of one color. Some were blue,

others yellow or white, red, green, violet or black, according to

the device or taste of the chieftain.

For that day, and part of the next, they followed the Span-

iards without attacking them, keeping time in rowing by chanting

wild songs of diflerent cadences, short or long, slow or fast, accord-

ing to the speed with which tliey desired to move, and closing each

chant with a terrific and deafening yell, shouting the name of Qui-

gualtanqui, The burthen of these wild war songs, was the chiv-
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alrous exploits of their ancestors, and the daring deeds of their

chieftain, by jeealling the memory of which, they roused them-

selves to battle. They proudly vaunted their own fearlessness

and valor, while they taunted the Spaniards wdth cowardice in fly-

ing from their arms, and threatened to overthrow them, and make

them food for Ashes.

About noon of the second day, there was a movement among

the fleet of canoes. They separated into three diflerent divisions,

forming a van, centre, and rear, and approached the right bank of

the river. The canoes in the van then darted forward, glided along

to the right of the brigantines, and crossing the’ river obliquely,

discharged a shower of arrows, which wounded many Spaniards,

in spite of their shields and bulwarks. They then wheeled

round, and recrossing the river in front of the brigantines, sta-

,
tioned themselves on the right bank. The second squadron,

composing the centre of the fleet, performed the same manoeuvre,

and having discharged their arrows, recrossed the river, and

stationed themselves in front of the van. The roar did likewise,

and then took up their position in front of all.

As the caravels advanced, the Indians repeated their attack

after the same manner, always returning to the right bank of the

river. In this manner the savages battled with the Spaniards

all the day long, never giving them a moment’s rest, and breaking

their repose during the night by incessant alarms.

"When the Spaniards were first attacked, they manned the

canoes in w’hich the horses were, for the purpose of protecting

them, as they expected to combat hand to hand wilh the savages.

Perceiving, however, the intention of the enemy to fight at a dis-

tance, and gall them with their arrows, and finding themselves

exposed to their fire, they returned to the brigantines, leaving
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the horses with no other defence save the skins of animals thrown

over them.

In these contests, the Spaniards had to return the enemy’s

fire from their cross-bows, for their arquebuses had never been

of use since the destruction of their gunpowder, at the confiagro-

tion of Mauvila, and the}' had been wrouglit up with other articles

into iron work for the brigantines. They sought not, however,

to make ofiensivc war, but merely to keep tlie enemy at bay,

while the rowers plied their oars
;
and they sheltered themselves

as well as they were able, with buifalo skins, and sliiclds made of

double mats, through which an arrow could not penetrate.

This harassing warfare continued for several days and niglits,

until most of the Spaniards were wounded, and all were worn out

with fatigue and watching, and with the weight of their armor.

Of the horses, also, only eight remained alive. The Indians, at

length, desisted from their attacks, and hovered at the distance

of half a league.

The Governor, imagining they had given over all further hos-

tiliti:s, and supposing that the sea could be at no great distance

ahead, was desirous of procuring a fresh supply of provisions.

Observing a small village on the banks of the river, he sent Gon-

zalo Silvestre on shore wdth a hundred men and tlic eight horses,

to seek supplies. The inhabitants of the village fied with loud

yells at the approach of such strange people, and strange animals.

Silvestre found abundance of maize and dried fruits, with skins

of different animals, and among tlie rest, a martin skin, decorated

with strings of pearl, which appeared to have been used as a ban-

licr. "While he and his party were making plunder of every thing

in tlicir way, they hoard the trumpet clamorously sounding their

recall. Ilurryiiiir to the river bank, they beheld a fleet of canoes

18 ^
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pulling towards them with all speed, while a band of Indians were

running to cut them off by land. Springing into their canoes,

they pulled with desperate exertions to the brigantines, abandon

ing the horses to their fate. The Indians turned to vent their

fury upon the latter. The gallant animals defended themselves

by kicking and plunging
;
some of the savages were so frightened

at what they took for ferocious beasts, that they leaped into the

water
;
the rest, however, hunted the poor horses like so many

deer, transfixed them with their arrows, and made an end of

them.

Thus miserably perished the remnant of the three hundred

and fifty noble steeds, that had entered Florida in such gorgeous

array. As the Spaniards beheld these generous and faithful

animals slaughtered before their eyes, without being able to aid

them, they sorrowed deeply, and shed tears for them as though

they had been their own children.*

Garcilaso dc la Ycga, Lib. vl c. 5. Portuguese Relation, c. 38.
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CHAPTER XCI.

CONTINUATIOX OF THE VOYAGE DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI THE FOOL-

HAPvDY EXPLOIT OF ESTEVAN ANEZ THE FEAT OF PEDRO MORON,

THE HALF-BREED UNCERTAIN FATE OF DE GUZMAN.

1543.

The Indians continued to follow at some distance in the rear of

the Spaniards, attaching any of their vessels that lagged behind,

until the sixteenth day of this harassing voyage.

On board of one of the brigantines was a soldier named

Estevan Anez. He was of low birth, but had joined the expedi-

tion as a trooper. Ilis stefid, though of sorry appearance, had

proved tough and strong, and was among the last that perished.

Owing to his being mounted, Anez had been engaged in some of

the most perilous service of the expedition, and though he had

never performed any thing of note, had gained the reputation of

a gallant man. This, added to his natural rusticity and narrow

spirit, had rendered him weak and vainglorious. This day he got

into the canoe, attached to the stern of the brigantine, under

pretence of going to speak with the governor, but in reality on a

hare-brained project. lie enticed witli him five young cavaliers

of buoyant spirits and daring valor, promising them some bril-

liant exploit. One of them, Carlos Enri(|uoz. scarce twenty years
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of age, graceful in form, and with a countenance of surpassing

beauty, was the natural son of Don Carlos Enriquez, who fell

bravely fighting in the battle of Mauvila,

Estevan Anez, with these five’ gallant young cavaliers, pulled

directly for the Indian fleet that stretched across the river in the

rear. The governor witnessing this mad freak, ordered the

trumpets to sound a recall. The captains of the brigantines

likewise shouted and made signs to them to return. The louder

they shouted the more obstinate and vainglorious grew Estevan

Anez, and instead of returning he made signs for the brigantines

do follow him. AYhen Luis de Moscoso beheld the stubbornness

of this madman, he dispatched forty-six Spaniards in three canoes

after him, vowing to hang him the moment he should be brought

back. Juan dc Guzman, the commander of one of the brigan-

tines, was the first to leap into the canoe, followed by his friend

Juan de Vargas. Guzman prided himself upon his skill in man-

aging a canoe, and resisted the entreaties of his friends that he

would remain in tlie brigantine.

The savages perceiving tlicir ^ipproach, made a retrograde

inovemcnt, for the purpose of leading them away from the brig-

antines, which, having furled their sails, wore pulling slowly

against the current to reinforce their comrades. Estevan Anez,

however, being blinded by his sottish vanity, instead of mistrust-

ing their designs, was deceived by this stratagem, and pulled

with redoubled might towards them, crying, tlicy fly ! they fly !

at them ! at them !” The other three canoes increased their ef-

forts likewise, hoping eitlier to detain him or lend him succor.

The Indians allowed their foes to draw nigh, then altered the

disposition of their forces, the centre retreating, so as to form a

half moon, and thus luring the Christians into the midst of them.
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FEAT OF PEDRO MOROX. 4-23

They then assailed them furiously in front and flank. Some leap-

ed into the water and overturned the canoes of the Spaniards,

many of whom were carried down by the weight of their armor

and drowned. Some who kept themselves up by swimming were

shot with arrows, or struck over the head with paddles, and others

W'ho clung to the overturned canoes were beaten off. In tliis

manner, without being able to make the least defence, forty-eight

Spaniards miserably perished. Four alone escaped. One was

Pedro Moron, the half-breed, who was an expert swimmer, and

exceedingly skilful in the management of a canoe
;
he had fallen

in the river, but with great dexterity and strength recovered his

bark and made his escape, bearing off with him three other sol-

diers. One of them, named Alvaro Nieto, battled alone and

kept the savages at bay, whilst Pedro Moron guided the canoe
;

but neither the prowess and valor of the one, nor the dexterity

and skill of the other, would have availed them aught, had not

the brigantine of Juan do Gu7^mau fortunately been near. This

bark was in advance of the rest, the crew having made greater

exertion, aware that their much loved leader was in the midst of

the affray
;
thus they rescued four of their comrades Another

Spaniard, Juan Terron, reached tlic brigantine, but as his com-

panions were raising him out of the water, he breathed his last

in their arms, being pierced vrith more than fifty wounds. The

survivors asserted that they Inid seen the gallant Pe Guzman

borne off by the Indians in one of their canoes, but whether dead

or alive they could not tell.

Luis de iMoscoso once again arranged his fleet in order, and

resumed his eventful voyage, deeply lamenting the loss of these

generous and valiant cavaliers.

This was the last assault of the savages, for they seemed satis-
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424 CONQUEST OF FLOraDA.

lied with this signal blow. All the rest of the day, and during

the doleful night that succeeded, they kept up continual shouts

and yells of triumph. When the sun rose on the following day

they appeared to worship him and to return thanks for their

victory, then raising a deafening din of voices, mingled with the

sound of trumpets, shells, and drum's, they turned their prows

up the river and departed for their homes.
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CILVI'TER XCII.

TIIE SPANIARDS P..EACII THE OCEAN DISEMBARK ON AN ISLAND OF

DRIFT-WOOD FIERCE ENCOUNTER WITH THE NATIVES OF THE

COAST THEY ANCHOR OFF^AN UNINHABITED ISLAND.

1543.

The poor harassed Spaniards once more began to breathe, when

they saw their cruel enemies depart. They now cast about their

thoughts as to their position. The river had expanded until it

was several leagues in breadth, so that, when in the midst, they

could not descry firm land on cither side
;
nothing was to be seen

but a border of swamp or marsh, witli tall reeds, that looked like

forests at a distance. The departure of the Indians led them to

conjecture that the sea was near at hand. Keeping the centre of

the current, tlicrcforc, lest they should wander into some deep

bay, they continued onward, with sail and oar and favoring breeze,

until on the twentieth day, abroad expanse of water opened before

them. On their left lay a large island, formed by vast quantities

of drift-wood, swept down the river and piled up by tlic wave.s.

About a league further was an uninhabited island, such as is often

found at the mouths of great rivers, formed by alluvial deposits.

The Spaniards were convinced by these signs, that they had

reached the mouth of the river, and that tlie boundless ocean lay

before them.

They now steered for the island of drift-wood, and found a
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426 CONQUEST OF FLORIDxV.

secure harbor for their brigantines; for they could lay them

along side of the floating masses of timberj which rose and fell with

the tide, and, fastening them to trunks of huge trees which lay

imbedded there, leave them as secure as if at a pier head. Here,

then, tlicy lauded, and overhauled their vessels, to repair any

damage that they might liave sustained, and to fit them for the

bufi'etings of the ocean. Others killed the few hogs that yet re-

mained alive, and made them into bacon. These labors, however,

required but little time
;

the great object in landing on the island

was repose
;
and so exhausted were they from the constant watch-

fulness they had been obliged to sustain for three weeks past, that

during three days tliey did little else than sleep; and that so

profoundly, that they lay about like so many dead bodies.

About noon on the tiiird day, they were roused from their

repose by the appearance of enemies. Seven canoes issued from

among reeds and rushes, and approaching within hail, a gigantic

Indian, black as an Ethiopian, either from paint or natural com-

plexion, stood up in the prow of the foremost, and addressed tliein

in a thundering voice. After a brief luirangue, accompanied by

menacing looks and gestures, he turned his prow, and, followed

by his companions, shot back again among tlio rushes
;
where,

from time to time, other caiioc.s were perceived gliding about as

if in ambush.

On the words of this black warrior being explained, as they

were partially understood by tlie Indian domestics, they proved to

be insulting epithets, and tlircats of IiostibUy’. The governor fear-

ed they might put their threat.s into execution, and attempt to sur-

'prisc him in the night, and burn his vessels; he determined there-

fore to be beforehand witli them, and strike the fir.st blow. lie ac-

cordingly detached a partj’ of picked men, in five canoes, to beat up
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INDIAN ARMAMEXT. 427

the canc-Lrake. Among tliciii were twenty-two cross-bow men and

three archers. One of these archers was an Englishman by birth
;

another had lived in England from his boyhood until his twenty-

eighth year, and had ac(|uircd there his skill with the long-bow

and the cloth-yard arrow, for which the English were renowned.

Throughout the expedition these two archers had used no other

weapon, and had been noted for their deadly aim. The third

archer was an Indian, servant of the gallant Juan do Guzman, who

had Mien in the late battle, wdiom he had served faithfully on all

occasions, with bow and arrow, since his first landing in Florida.

The detachment was commanded by Gonzalo Silvestre and

Alvaro Nieto. They discovered the canoes of the enemy drawn

up in battle array among the rushes, in formidable numbers. The

savages waited until they were within bow-shot, when, having let

fly a cloud of arrows that wounded several soldiers, they swept

in among the rushes, and came to a second stand. In tliis way,

they fired and wheeled about, and came again to the charge like

so many horsemen. The cross-bow men and the three archers

kept up a well directed fire, and galled the Indians cxcc.ssivcly

;

at length tlio Spaniards wore able to come to close rpiartors, over-

turned three of the canoes of tlie enemy, killed several of the

crew, and j)Ut the whole armament to flight. The}* however came

out of this afiray very roughly handled
;
most of them were

wounded, and among the flumber, the two commanders.

Fearing an attack in the niglit, and that fire might be set to

the vessels, the governor embarked all the forces and made sail

for the uiiinliabited island, under the lea of which he anchored,

in forty fathoms of water. All tliat niglit the Spaniards .slept on

their arms, on lioard of their vessels, ready for action
;
the enemy,

however, ofiered no further molestation.
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CHAPTER XCIII.

A COUNCIL OF OFFICERS CALLED TO DETERMINE UPON THEIR FUTURE

COURSE THEY SET SAIL ANASCO PREVAILS UPON THEM TO FOL-

LOW HIS ADVICE.

1543.

WiiEN tlie day dawned, the governor called a council of his offi-

cers to determine what course to steer. To attempt to cross to

Cuba or Hispaniola was considered entirely out of the c|uestion;

as they knew not in what quarter to seek them, nor were they

provided with nautical instruments necessary for such a voyage :

it was determined, therefore, to make for the coast of 3Iexico, or

New Spain: in seeking which, they would have the land always

on their right, to resort to as occasion rccjuircd.

Juan de Anasco now stood forth with his usual bustling zeal,

whenever any important measure was to be adopted. lie piqued

himself much on his knowledge of maritime affairs, as he did upon

various other kinds of knowledge, and\leclarcd that, according to

maps which he had seen, the coast from the place where he sup-

posed them to be, bore east and west to the river of Ihilrns, and

from that river to New Spain it ran north and south, making a

complete bend or gulf. He advised, therefore, that they siinuld

put out to sea in a south-west direction, so as to steer across the

gnlf; by this route they might reach the Mexican shores in ten
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COUNCIL OF OFFICERS. 429

or twelve days, whereas, if they kept near the land, and followed

the windings of the coast, the voyage would necessarily bo pro-

longed. and they might be overtaken by winter before they could

reach a Christian country. To illustrate his ideas, he drew a

rough sea-chart, according to his notions of the coast, upon a piece

of parchment, made from a deers skiu
;
he also produced an old

astrolabe, which, being of metal, had escaped the conflagration at

Mauvila, and which he had preserved with curious care
;
and a

forestaff, which he had made from a carpenter’s rule
;
with these

to take observations and to steer by, he offered to pilot the squad-

ron across the gulf, to the shores of New Spain.

The governor was at first inclined to adopt this council, espe-

cially as it was concurred in by some of the officers. The major-

ity, however, opposed it
;
partly through doubts of the nautical

knowledge of Juan de Aiiasco, who they knew had but little

practical experience
;

partly, perhaps, from jealousy of the lead

so often given to him in services of moment, but chiefly because

of the real dangers of his proposition. They argued, that the

brigantines, being so slightly built, and without decks, would be

in danger of foundering in the least storm. That their peril

would be almost equally great on the higli sea, in calms or head

W'inds, from the want of fresh water, having so few casks to put

it in. And that it w^ould bo the height of rashness to attempt to

cross a vast and unknown gulf w'ithout a compass to steer by, and

an experienced pilot to direct them. They concluded, therefore,

that, though it might be the slower, it would be the tar surer

course to keep along the coast, where they could land occasionally

for supplies, and take refuge in creeks, and bays, and river

mouths, in case of tempestuous weather. This council finally

prevailed, much to the chagrin of Juan dc Afiasco.
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Orders were now given to make sail, wlieiij as they were weigh-

ing anchor, the cable of the governor’s brigantine parted. Un-

fortunately, there was no buoy to mark the place, and the water

was extremely deep. For six hours the most expert divers were

employed in search of it, but in vain : so they had to supply its

place with a heavy stone, and the bits from the troopers’ bridles,

to increase the weight.

It was not until three o’clock in the afternoon that they made

sail. The governor took the lead, and close to his brigantine was

that commanded by Do Aiiasco. They kept on for two or three

leagues into the broad sea, when the captains of the other vessels

bore up, and, hailing the governor, demanded wliether he intended

to quit the shore, contrary to the resolution of the council^ de-

claring that if he did so, they would abandon him, and take each

one his own course.

Moscoso replied, that he did but stand to sea to sail with

more security during the night, but that he would return to the

coast in the day time. All that night, and the next day, they

kept on with a fair wind, and, to their surprise, in fresh water,

owing to the immense quantity disembogued by the Mississippi.

About nightfall, they anchored at a small rocky island, that they

might take a little repose.

Here the zealous Juan de Ahasco again produced his deer-

skin chart, and inveighed against the loss of time and labor in

thus creeping pusillanimously along the shore, instead of stand-

ing boldly across the gulf Ilis arguments at length prevailed,

and, on the following morning, with one consent, they all stood

out to sea. For two days the stout Juau.de Auasco piloted them

triumphantly with tlie aid of his astrolabe and forestaff, arid fre-

quent consultations of the decr-sktn chart ; at length the water



jtoaSii v> Taaoiwcoo'

•aU b^Jiik e’-«oin»T(^ sdJ oM«9 wU ,iorfan« 30* -

'
ToJjm o.!J b«* o»XO-«» “« ,xl9J/.aolTo1

« ol'w'wanb iwjro !»«" *“ q^b^^Ismailxs mw

rti Y«qi.» oi b.a t»J* ft. !«i*t al' iad ^

telbiid '«aq«><«J j,aj ‘bo«,oaol. -awd * di™ .^^1

olSaiV lidJ Hoooiftrt. «ai m‘dsoh'0 omJJ !?>«»*<«

OfliianW ftid » »«>>» *^'
?.

OindJ to m» to^ ao l<r»d toil
toba»»^

elwssv twUofod* »o%i'BJq<K> »dl ooilw^ bi»n4 wil clai m>B8^

b»|,S*»Bi Oil wdJ*i(w’b^u<«iisb ,toato^7oa.odi ,bM StoJ

i»6 t fi-w/rmo'^Vdl 'io aoitol<>^*af oS Spetltiba jOtod* oi«

ihjia o-M b^in ^a1td aobacd* ^bkow ^ ®

»
‘ '.

"*

D j3*iaoo airo »i4 w»o

aiL ii«* <rt M. ft» baoi* »“» “•

o,ti ot ntflot Uuow od »«<tf tod ^ilaia 0‘<» S«iiul. x».tiio9« otom

«aj tjoa <»1J boo .tJsw »*dJ •‘>‘^' i‘‘> “'’* “' f
rf«^V «! ,e.hqt/« tWdi ft) ^mt» tifti * ‘Ihw ao )q»<

«<!) xd b»jfSftdrao.ib'X«ii~“J)
**

•S Jad) .booia xdtftf lh«> a )» 41d.dai«

^
M^,^r ,

.owKjot ellJil « idil Jdaiai

t*b eii' bMBl'O iq ni»8» “* uJoIuax^iU awa,.^

Di tftd4.Jtaa waii.U.*«J od) teoiea. bodsiovai boa ,)toda, mi.

b*ft>%Bi .otadl odl^saoC.
•

"
.bsJiatotq Jisitot la eia^aiasta 3'«S ,»di rtot^^x blod 8«

-tiftlaMTixod) ;i0«oo» '.ao' dii« 8ai^oU4,(»Ii. a<>J««

mod) boJoliq oo»^r.A ob^aul. laoH od) H<J> o"* ’o'* “*

v’i%t1 Laa Salwtto') boa odaIotl»o eid lo bit mil d)nr;tUoadqmuit)

»»awod) Usaol la {Iw** aWt’oob »d) lo .aoitalloMoa )a«»P

,.‘A','

'.1

M



A DESTITUTE CONDITION. 4S1

growing scanty, they felt inclined to stand toward to sliorc, but

w'ere met in the teeth by a contrary wind.

Two days did this wind continue, and kept them beating

about in the higli seas until their water was nearly expended.

Bitterly now did tliey curse Juan de Auasco for giving his ad-

vice, and the governor for follo^Ying it, and swore tliat if they

once more got in with the land, they would keep along it, let

Moscoso and his nautical counsellor take what course they

pleased. On the fourth day, -when they were at their last drop

of water, the wind veered a little, and, plying every oar, they

made for laud. Those on board of the vessels who knew' any

thing of nautical matters now vented their spleen upon Juan de

Auasco as a meddling pretender, who had never been at sea be-

fore this expedition, and knew nothing of maritime affairs
;
and

the common soldiers made merry at the expense of his astrolabe

and decr-skin chart. This coming to the ears of the irritable

Auasco, he flung his forestaff' into the sea, with the chart, w'hich

W’as tied to it, and would have sent the astrolabe after them, but

that prudence tempered his wrath. Fortunately, tlie forestaff’

and chart floated, and were picked up by the brigantines which

followed, and Juan de Auasco was gradually pacified. He seems,

in fact, to have been the person in the srpiadron wdio had the best

notion of their situation and true course, and his idea of the run

of the coa.st was in the main correct.
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CHAPTER XGIY.

VESSELS IN DANGER OF STRANDING COME TO SOAIE SMALL ISLANDS,

WHERE THEY REPAIR THE BRIGANTINES OVERTAKEN BY A VIO-

LENT GALE, AND TWO CARAVELS DRIVEN TO SEA MUTINY OF

JUAN GAYTAN’s CREAV.

1543.

It was with much toil and difficulty that the Spaniards rowed to

shore, where they landed on a sand beach without shelter. Tn the

evening the wind freshened up directly from the south, and drove

the vessels from their weak aucliors, so, that they were in danger

of stranding. The crews were obliged to leap in the water, and

bear up against them to keep them from bilging. When the vrind

had .subsided, they dug pits in the sand, from which they procured

fresn water enough to fill their casks. In this Avay they supplied

themselves with water throughout the voyage, whenever there were

no springs or streams at hand. After sailing about fifteen days,

they came to four or five small islands, not far from the main land.

Here they found innumerable cjuantitics of sea-birds, that built

their nests upon the sand, and so close together, that it was almost

impossible to walk without treading upon them. The men land-

ed, and returned to the vessels laden with egg.s and young birds

which were almost too fat to cat. Threading these islands, they

coasted along until they came to a beautiful beach, free from rushes,
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CLOUDS OF MOSQUITOES. 483

skirted by a grove of large trees, clear of bush, brake, or under-

wood. Here they found great quantities of that scum of the sea,

called copeck, resembling pitch. They therefore remained here

several days careening their brigantines on the beach, calking

their seams, and paying them with this copeck, mixed with hog’s-

lard. While thus employed they were visited several times by

a few of the natives, armed with bows and arrows, but pacific in

their conduct, 'who brought maize to give in exchange for skins.

Continuing their voyage, the Spaniards were exceedingly molest-

ed in some parts of the coast by clouds of mosquitoes, so viru-

lent in their sting, that the faces of the men were swollen out of

all shape, and it was necessary to stand by the rowers and drive

off these pestilent insects from their heads as they labored at the

oar.

When the weather was pleasant the men fished, while others

went on shore and gathered shell-fish, for they were on short al-

lowance, their pork being expended, and but little maize remain-

ing. Some of the fish taken were of a very large size, one of

which jerked with such violence as to pull the unwary fisherman

into the ^s*ater.

For fifty-three days did the Spaniards keep on along the

coast, steering to the westward. A great part of the time, how-

ever, was expended in occasionally repairing the vessels, in fish-

ing, and in sheltering themselves from rough -weather. Juan do

x\uasco insisted that, from the distance they had come, they could

not be far from the river of Palims, from which, as he had be-

fore represented, according to his recollections of the map he had

seen, the coast bore from north to south. The fleet stood a little

out to sea, and the next morning early they perceived palm-trees

raising above the surface of the -vs'ater at a distance, and observed
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that the coast actually lay north and south. In the afternoon

high mountains began to loom up afar off. the first they had seen

on any part of the sea coast since theil* first landing at Espiritu

Santo. The opinions of Juan de Anasco now rose in estimation,

and it was concluded that they had passed the river of Palms in

the night time. If so, they could not be above sixty leagues from

the river of Panuco, in the neighborhood of Spanish settlements.

They had not proceeded far, however, when a violent gale rose

from the north. Five of the brigantines, among them that of

the governor, made for the land, the other two caravels, one un-

der the command of the treasurer, Juan Gaytan, who, since the

untimely death of Pe Guzman, had remained sole captain, and

the other, commanded by Juan de Alvorado and Christoval

Mosquera, not taking timely warning of the coming gale, stood

otf too far from the coast, and were consequently exposed all the

night long to the fury of the tempest. The caravel of Juan

Gaytan was at one time in imminent peril. A sudden flaw of

wind struck her and wrenched the mast out of the beam in which

it rested, and it was with the utmost difficulty they could again

right it. When morning dawned, the gale, instead of lulling, as

thje mariners had predicted, raged with renev/ed violence. They

observed the other five brigantines enter some river or creek, and

anchor in safety : this stimulated them to redouble their ofibrts

to reach their companions. It was all" in vam, however, for the

wind was exactly ahead, and by their fruitless struggles, they

were several times in danger of foundering. Still, they persist-

ed until the afternoon, when, convinced that they were toiling to

no purpose, they bore off, and ran along the coast with the wind

on the quartci, the billows all the while breaking over them, so

that they were in the utmost danger of being swamped.
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For six and twenty hours did this gale continue with iinahat-

cd fury, during which time the Spaniards were struggling with

the winds and waves, vrithout a moment’s repose, and scarcely

tasting food. Just as the sun was going down, their was a cry

of land ahead !” A boy named Francisco, who was in the brig-

antine under the command of Juan de Alvorado and Francisco

Mosquera, said to these captains, Seiiores, I know this coast

ahead, as I have visited it twice before, as cabin-boy of a ship
;

the dark land stretching along to the left is a rough and rock-

bound coast, extending to the harbor of Yera Cruz. In all that

distance there is neither port nor shelter, but it is studded with

sharp pointed rocks, which, if we strike, all will be lost. The

light-colored land turning off to the right is a soft sand beach,

which we can attain ere nightfall
;
should the wind drive us upon

those dark and gloomy shores, we have little chance of our lives !”

So soon as the vessels drew nigh to each otlier, the two cap-

tains warned Juan Gaytan and his crew of their danger. They

immediately determined to shape their course for the white shore.

Flit Juan Gaytan, who was a better treasurer than captain, oppos-

ed this measure, saying it was not well thus to lose a valuable

bark. This exasperated the crewq wdio began to mutiny and

murmur, •• Is this vessel of more worth than our lives?” said

they. “ You presume upon your rank of royal treasurer. Fid

you cut wood, or make charcoal for the forges, or boat out the

iron for the nails, or calk the vessel, or do any thing else? Xo !

you excused yourself as an officer of the Emperor
;
pray, then,

W’hat do you lose if the brigantine is wrecked ?”

Upon this the principal soldiers sat to work trimming the sails,

and a Portuguese, named Foiiiingos do Acosta, seized the helm,

and turned the prow' of the bark towards the desired shore. Af-

19
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tcr making several tacks, tkey struck upon the sand-beach, bo*

fore the sun had set, and succeeded in unlading and hauling the

vessel on dry land. The other brigantine effected a landing in a

similar manner, and with like success.
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GHArTER XCV.

EXrEDlTION OF GONZALO SILVESTRE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT

THE COUNTRY WHAT HArFENED TO JIOSCOSO AND THE REST OF

THE FLEET HOW THE SI’ANIARDS WERE RECEIVED BY THE IN-

HABITANTS or PANUCO.

1513.

The crews of tlie two barks now assembled together to decide

what was to be done. It was unanimously resolved to scud mes-

sengers to seek the governor, and bear him tidings of their situ-

ation. But who would undertake this perilous journey? They

would have to travel thirteen or fourteen leagues through an un-

known land, ford rivers, and peradventure encounter enemies.

Gonzalo Quadrado Xaramillo and Francisco Munzo under-

took tlie task. Taking a small supply of provisions, and buck-

ling on their shields and swords, tliey set forth at midnight on

their hazardous errand.

Their comrades then returned to their brigantines, posted

sentries, and slept until the following morning. No sooner was

it light, than they chose three captains to set out, each with

twenty men, to obtain information respecting the country. One

party followed the coast to the north, another to the south, and the

third, under Gonzalo Silvestre, struck in a wcstwardly direction

to penetrate into the interior.
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The two first named parties returned in a short time, one

bringing a half dish of white porcelain, of Spanish manufacture,

the other a broken porringer of painted earthenware. The rap-

ture of their comrades is easier to be conceived than described at

beholding these signs of the neighborhood of some Spanish set-

tlement.

Gonzalo Silvestre and his band penetrated a little more than

a quarter of a league, when, from a. hillock, they beheld a beauti-

ful lake of fresh water spread out before them, a lialf league in

extent Upon its waters were several canoes, with Indians fish-

ing. Fearing that these might see them, and spread the alarm,

they struck into a wood that bordered the lake, and keeping

silently on for a quarter of a league, they espied two Indians be-

neath a huge guava-tree, gathering the fruit. Dragging them-

selves along on the ground among the herbage until near at

hand, they rose at the same time, and rushed to seize them. One

of the Indians plunged into the lake, and escaped by swimming

;

the other they took prisoner. They made prize of two baskets

of guavas, a Mexican turkey, two Spanish fowls, and some maize,

and tlieu pushed for the vessels.

On arriving at the sea-shore, they found their comrades joy-

fully examining the tokens of civilization found by the two captains.

When, however, they beheld the articles brought by Silvestre and

his party, they leaped and danced about like mad. At length a

surgeon, who had formerly been in Mexico, asked the Indian the

name of a pair of scissors he held in his hand. lie immediately

called it by its Spanish name. This convinced them that they

were in the territory of 3Icxico, and so overjoyed were they that

they embraced Silvestre and his men, and hoisting that captain

upon their shoulders, bore him about the shore in triumph.



. , i iiod» B ui b -1110301 fVihoi 6om*a lei® owl odT

1.00^ nod*
^ j„,j5o„d

„ 'T »1/ «11 V.tj-IEO >»o3..Uin io;.:niw-T ao3l-.i-i < lo.lio *iU

! , b IdJ boiioancvi ,-J 03 ioi.« ri .ot..i.aoo iiodi oiu3

„,,. .... .I..-1 . -•»">«« '•“' f ‘"
r

.

.i»*l . iu.1 T.U “'"

'“'"J,"^,„,,; ,. ;,., M
"' ... ..,-i ......

I -iil Hiimbiu nJm
luii

. . r r , ..mili UM 3il'>?.ii os-JilS Iciii sni’"*' 'o"
f,. qiij

>«.» ^'n '*“c j

l, L,b.i «..o ..“3"' • ’" * ;’
' / .tl,

„ii ..;ii.o,n<I .iUnl Odi ij«:iod3«a .« 33-ovr.i;s oaud a -

•,o*mn -:iu

j
J,..,

..^ot
.oboiiiioo lio.!; boiol tod3 *!

‘^.,l„l

^L« 0 «H3 o.: ! 7.1 baii.'l o.,it<oiIi7ioloK.n.;... oJi .-olmux .
^Uol

ro‘::.7ua.d ;..,.oid ...i.

. dr i -'l 3A bi io oJil 3i!id» booniJi hne bmi- <t

,„,. :«L„I 0113 lid- ,c.oixolC « «00d xboui-.o-. ur-:; .

lixibomiiii ou .1.1131.) xii! 13) bUd .3d ....xHio* vpi ^

tlZ,. ,1.0.U booo:7.c3 .idT.-^«.o dU..,8..itd 31 b.oU«

L), I^..d3 Otov, bi.v,-1107V . .. boo .voilOoK ^0 XV.311103 l ib m on^

I,;c3qr.7 3nd3 ^.iiniod boi. .o'oO. .id Unn
'J

^
ri.imiih) ui uiodBoHl wiil vied ^cv.bluojE twrf a 1
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When this wild ebullition of joy was over, they inquired more

particularly concerning the country. They learnt that the river

into which Luis dc 3Ioscoso. with tlic five brigantines, had taken

refuge, was the Panuco
;
and that on its banks, twelve leagues

above, stood a city of the same name. The Indian told them,

moreover, that about a league off, lived a cacique, who could read

and write, and had been educated by the priests.

These joyful tidings gladdened their hearts, and haviig feast-

ed the Indian, and given him presents, they dispatched him to

tlie Christian cacique, with a request that he would citlier bring

or send a supply of ink and paper. He soon returned, and with

him the cacique, followed by a train of eight Indians, laden with

fowls, bread of maize, and various fruits and fish, together with

paper and ink. The Spaniards immediately sent off an Indian

with a letter to Moscoso, giving him an account of all that had

happened, and requesting directions as to their future move-

ments.

In the mean time, the governor, Moscoso, when with his five

brigantines he took refuge in the river from the gale, beheld, to

his great joy, several Indians on shore clothed in the Spani.sh

fashion. Calling out to them in Spani.sh, he demanded in what

country they were. The Indians answered in tliQ same language,

that they were on the river of Panuco. and that the town was not

fifteen leagues distant. Upon this the Spaniards leaped on shore,

kissed the ground repeatedly, and throwing -themselves on their

knees, poured out their thanks to God.

They now made tlie best of their way to the town of Panuco,

where, in a few days, they were rejoined by tlieir shipwrecked

comrades. Their first act on entering the town was to repair to

the church, and offer up thank.s to God for having preserved them
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440 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA.

through so many perils and hardships. The burghers of the

town crowded to the church to offer them assistance. The cor-

regidor took Moscoso into his house as his guest
;
the others were

quartered among the inhabitants.

The town was for the most part built of stone, and contained

about seventy families, who lived simply but abundantly-
^
the

wealthiest not liaving above five hundred crowns of income. Many

of the inhabitants, however, were courteous cavaliers, and all were

touched with pity at beholding this forlorn remnant of the gallant

armament, that had created such a noise on its outset from Cuba.

The survivors in fact w'cre blackened, haggard, slirivclled, and

half naked, being clad only with the skins of deer, buffaloes, bears,

and other animals, so that, says the Spanish narrator, they looked

more like wild beasts than human beings.
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CfLUTER XCVI.

DISCONTENTS AND BROILS AMONG THE SOLDIERY THEIR SUBSEQUENT

FORTUNES.

1543.

The chief magistrate of Panuco dispatched a messenger fortli-

with to Don Antonio dc 3Iendoza, the viceroy of Mexico, whicli

city lay some seventy leagues distant, to apprise him that a small

remnant of Hcrnaudo do Soto’s army had returned from Plm-ida.

The viceroy sent word, without delay, that they should be shown

every hindness and honor, and furnished with whatever was neces-

sary for their journey, when suflicieiitly recovered from thoir

fatigues. He accompanied his message with a supply of shirts

and sandals, and also four mules laden with delicacies and medi-

cines for the sick.

Luis de Moscoso and his men, while sojourning in this city,

had time to reflect upon the beautiful country they had abandoned,

and they began to draw comparisons between it and Panuco.

They found that here the people were but indiflorently circum-

stanced, having neither mines of gold nor silver, nor any other

treasure. Their dress was more garments of cotton
;

their only

source of wealth the breeding of horses, and planting mulberry-

*’*ees. They now began to retrace in memory the beautitul pro-
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Tinces they had discovered
;

tlicir wild fertility and prodigal

abundance
;
their capabilities for raising maize and grain and

vegetables; their verdant meadows and rich pasturages: their

vast tracts of woodland, watered by running streams, so well

adapted to the raising of herds and flocks. But above all, they

called to mind the treasures of pearls, which they had not appre-

ciated, as each one had fancied himself lord of boundless domains.

Turning these things over in their minds, they began to mur-

mur among themselves. Could we not,” said they, “ have dwelt

in Florida as these Spaniards live in Panuco? and had we re-

mained and settled there, would we not have been more opulent

than these our hosts ? Is it well, that we should come and re-

ceive alms and hospitality from others poorer than ourselves,

when we might have entertained all Spain? Is. it just or credit-

able to our honor, that we, who might have been chieftains, have

come to beg? Better far would it have been to have bravely

perished tlierc, than to live here in poverty !”

These murmurings and repinings produced violent discord

among them. Their greatest rage, however, was against the ofll-

cers of the royal revenue, and the captains and cavaliers, who,

after the death of the governor Ileriuindo de Soto, had insisted

upon leaving Florida, and had obstinately forced Luis de Mos-

coso to undertake that long and disastrous journey to tlie pro-

vince of Los Vaqueros, instead of sending two brigantines for

reinforcements, as had been intended. Several affrays took place,

in which blood was shed and some lives lost. The officers and

cavaliers w*ere fain to keep within doors, and the to^YU was con-

tinually distracted by the broils between the soldiery.

The correiridor of Panuco. finding that this discord increasedC / O
.V

...

from day to day, sent word to the viceroy', Lon Antonio dc 3Ien-
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doza, who ordered them to be sent immediate!}' to Mexico, in

bands of ten and twenty, and that care should be taken to se-

parate those who were at variance, lest they should fight by the

road.

In pursuance of this order, they left Panuco twenty-five days

after their arrival there. The inhabitants along the road tlixoiig-

cd to see them
;
eager to behold men who had survived such toils

and endured such hardships. The fame of their great sulferings

and daring exploits had spread throughout the _ land, and both

Indians and Spaniards entertained them with great kindness and

hospitality throughout their journey. When they arrived at the

renowned city of Mexico, throngs of the citizens flocked out to

receive them, and conducted them to their homes, wlierc they

feasted tliem and clothed them in sumptuous apparel. The vice-

roy treated the governor and his officers with distinguished at-

tention, and extended his kindness to the humblest of their fol-

lowers.

Some of the skins and furs which the army brought with them

were highly prized in IMexico. A few strings of pearls, also,

which remained among them, proved to be of immense value.

The beautiful martin skins, however, were valued above all.

Finding that men of wealth prized so highly what they had des-

pised, tlieir despondency increased
;
they brooded bitterly over

their folly in abandoning a country which had cost them so dearly

to discover, and where these valuable articles abounded. Discon-

tented with themselves, they forgot their former companionship

and brotherhood in arms, and again broke out into fierce and san-

guinary brawls.

The viceroy, to console them, promised tliat, if they desired

, to return to Florida, he would him,self undertake the com^uest

. 19 ^
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of the country
;
in fact, he had an inclination for the enterprise,

and offered employment and salaries to many, of the officers and

men, to occupy them whilst he should make preparations. Some

accepted these appointments
;
but most of them, when put to the

proof, shrunk from returning to a country where they had suffer-

ed so many hardships.

The enterprising spirit of the stout-hearted Juan de Anasco

was somewhat broken by disappointment, and, disgusted with the

new world, where he had squandered his fortune, ho returned to

Spain. Juan Gaytan, the treasurer, the brave Baltazar de Gal-

legos, the veteran Pedro Calderon, Alonso Ptomo de Cardenos,

Arias Tinoco, and many others of less note, followed the example

of De xVhasco. Gomez Suarez de Pigueroa returned home, to the

estate of his father, the magnificent old cavalier, Vasco Porcallo

de Pigueroa. Some entered into the priesthood : a few remained

in New Spain, among whom was the governor, Luis de Moscoso

de Alvorado, who married a relative, a woman of rank and riches

in Mexico. The greatest number, however, went to seek their

foiiunes in Peru.
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CHAPTER XCVII.

THE VOYAGES OF MALDONADO AND GOMEZ ARIAS IN SEARCH • OF DE

SOTO DEATH OF, DONA ISABEL DE BOBADILLA.

1513.

To close this eventful history, it only remains to give some ac-

count of the movements of the two generous and loyal cavaliers

Diego MolJonado and Gomez Arias. The former, as we have be-

fore related, set sail from Espiritu Santo, for the Havana, Avith

two brigantines, to visit Dona Isabel de Bobadilla, the Avife of the

gOA’’crnor Ilernando do Soto; Gomez Arias having preceded him

in a caraA’el. These tAvo cavaliers Averc to procure A'essels in Ha-

vana, load them Avith supplies of food and arms, and munitions

of war, and sail for the port of Achusi in the course of the fol-

lowing autumn, Avherc De Soto, after exploring the interior of

Florida, was to meet them.

They accordingly joined cacli other in the llaA'ana, and, liav

ing sent to all the adjacent islands an account of the discoA'ery

of Florida, purchased tliree vessels and freighted them Avith sup-

plies, and also loaded down the two brigantines and the caravel

in Avhich they came. They could, morcoA^r, have laden tAVO other

A'essels
;
for the inhabitants of the i.slands, hearing such a favor-

able report of Florida, prompted by their OAvn interest as AV'ell as
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by their love for the governor, sent all the provisions they could

gather together.

The two captains set sail, and reached in safety the port of

Achusi
;
but not finding De Soto there, they separated and coast-

ed in opposite directions, thinking it probable that he might

have come out at some other place, either to the eastward or west-

ward. They left signals in the trees and letters in the crevices

of the bark, with statements of their intended movements -the

following summer, and after cruising about in vain until the win-

ter set in, they returned dejected to the Havana. The subse-

quent summer of the year 1541, they re-visited the shores of

Florida, running along the coast as far to the westward as Mex-
1 O O

ico, and a great distance to the eastward, but meeting with no

success, they returned to the Havana on the approach of winter.

Early the ensuing summer they again sailed for Florida, and af-

ter having consumed seven months in fruitless search, were com-

pelled by the weather to return and winter in Cuba.

Determined, however, not to give up the search until tliey

.had discovered traces of De Soto, for they could not believe that

every soul of the expedition had perished, as soon as the spring

of 1543 opened, they once again put to sea. They cruised about

all this summer, suffering grievous privations and excessive labor,

and about tlie middle of October arrived at Yera Cruz. Here

they heard the melancholy account that the Spaniards had aban-

doned Florida, that only tliree hundred of the gallant army had

escaped; and that the governor, Hernando de Soto, had perished

in the country he sought to conquer. AVith these sad tidings

the two faithful captains repaired to Havana, and imparted them

to Doha Isabel do Bobadilla. During three long years she had

been racked with anxiety for the safety of her liusband, and now
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DISASTROUS RESULTS.

came tlic news of the failure of his magnificent enterprise, the

loss of his vast treasures, the ruin of his estate, the downfall of his

house, and his own melancholy death. It was an overwhelming

blow; Dona Isabel never held up her head from this time, but

died soon after of a broken lieart.

Such was the fruitless and tragical end of tlic vaunted con-

quest of Florida : one of the most splendid and chivalrous expe-

ditions to the new world, and one of the most disastrous. Never

had a more gallant train of youthful cavaliers embarked on a

crusade beyond the ocean
;
never had adventurers embarked with

lighter hearts, more fearless souls, or more sanguine expectations.

Their vaunting preparations in the island of Cuba, and their tri-

umphant landing on the shores of Florida, partake of the swell-

ing spirit of the nation and the age
;
nor is it possible to follow

them through their subsequent career of blasted hope and bafllcd

enterprise, without having our admiration iiiccs.santly elicited by

their defiance of danger, their persevering struggles agaiinst dif-

ficulties and almost impossibilities, and their manly, unshrinking

fortitude, under hardships of every kind.

If at times our feelings revolt at the outrages committed by

them upon the poor Indians, and by their wiajiigs towar<ls those

native chieftains who fought and fell so heroically in the defence

of their homes
;
yet, our indignation passes away and i.s forgot-

ten in the melancholy fate of the invaders. Scarce three years

bad elapsed from the time of their embarkation at Cuba, when

nearly the whole train of youthful cavaliers had passed away

;

horse and rider alike had perished, and their bones lay bleaching

amidst the savage wilds of America !
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APPENDIX.

As the principal aulhoiity cited in the foregoing work is Garcilaso

do la Vega, a few particulars concerning him and his writings may he

r.cceptablc to the reader. He was a Peruvian by birth, a native of tlie

city of Cuzco. Ills father was a Spanish adventurer of noble descent,

and his mother tiic sister of Iluayna Capac, the last of the renovmed

Incas. Hearing much in his youth of the land of his father, he left his

country and repaired to Spain, where ho took up his residence at Cor-

dova, and soon distinguished himself by his translation of the dialogues

of love of Leon Hebreo.s, and by his royal commentaries on the History

of the Incas. These won him the favor of the sovereigns and the es-

teem of the learned. Don Gabriel Deza do Cardenas, in his preface to

the second edition of Garciiaso’s History of Florida, remarks, that he

was admired by the world as a man of piety, virtue, modesty, and de-

votion to letters, and held in the highest estimation as a historian. He
died in Cordova, in IGIG, and was honorably interred in the Cathedral,

in one of thecluipels, called t:ie chapel of Garcila.so; where monumen-

tal inscri])tions on each side of the altar record his valor, his virtues, and

his literary merit.s.

Such is the general character of Garcilaso de la Vega
;
which will

enable the reader in some measure to judgm of his credibility as a liis-

torian. In his introduction to his work on Florida, he gives an account

of tlie sources from whence he drew his facts. He say.s that he had

frequently, and in divers jdace.s, held long conversations witii an old

friend, who had heen pre.soiit in the expedition of Hernando de Soto;

and that, struck witii the achievements both of the Spaniards and
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Indians, related by this cavalier, he determined to rescue such heroic

deeds from oblivion, by recording them in history. His laudable resolve

was for a time, however, postponed. He was called to lay down the

pen and take up the sword
;
other causes concurred to separate them,

and thus twenty years elapsed before he could carry his plan into ex-

ecution.

Tlie desire, liowever, of perpetuating this heroic expedition, and the

names of the brave men concerned in it, increased with his years
;
and,

fearing that the death either of his friend or of himself, might defeat

Ills wishes, he left his home and took up lus residence for a time in the

village where the cavalier resided. Here lie took down the particulars

of the expedition, as related by word of mouth, questioning and re-

questioning his friend minutely and repeatedly, as to persons, and

places, and transactions; thus stimulating his memory, and drawing

piecemeal from it those anecdotes of individual prowess and adventure

which give such stirring interest and vivacity to his narrative.

He docs not give the name of his friend, but says he was a brave

soldier, who had been present in all the scenes of the expedition, and

had many times acted as leader, in the exiiloits he related. He adds

that lie was of noble rank, a hidalgo, and as such, piqued liimself on ut-

tering nothing but the truth. Such confidence was placed in his vera-

city, that the council royal of the Indies frequently sent for liirn to con-

sult him about the events that chanced in this and in other ex})editions

in which lie had been engaged,

Besides the oral testimony of this cavalier, the Inca informs us that

he had likewise written documents from two other soldiers who were

engaged in the expedition. One of them, named Alonzo de Carmona,

a native of the town of Priego, having returned to Spain, wrote his

Two Peregrinations,” as he called them, in Florida and Peru. They

contained brief notices of facts and circumstances, skipping from one re-

markable transaction to another, without much regard to dates or places,

or the regular succession of events. These memoirs he sent to Garei-

laso de la Vega, for his inspection ; not knowing at the time that lie was

occujiied on a history of the expedition.

The other soldier was Juan Coles, a native of Zafra; who likewise

wrote an irregular and brief notice of the principal events of the expe-

(btion. This he gave to a Franciscan monk, named Fray Pedro Aguado

;

wnr incorporated it in a collection of narratives relative to the new world.
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tt^hich he intended to jiuhlisih. The manuscripts of the friar, however,

remained in a crude and neglected state, in the hands of a printer in

Cordova; wliere the Inca found them, covered with dust and half de-

stroyed by rats. There was nearly a ream of paper, divided into quires,

in the handwriting of the ditlercnt narrators. From among these the

Inca extracted the manuscri[)t of Juan Coles, shortly after he had receiv-

ed that of Alonzo de Carmona. At the time that these documents fell

into his hands, he had already completed his narrative, as taken from the

lips of his friend; but, having now two additional eye-witnesses, he

went over the whole subject anew, availing himself of the particulars

thus unexpectedly furnished him, to corroborate, strengthen, and enlarge

the details already recorded.

Such are the sources from v/hcnce Garcilaso de la Vega derived his

facts, and for wliich we have the guarantee of his general character as a

man of judgment and veracity. His account of the expedition of Her-

nando de Soto was held in such credit in former times, and by tliose most

capable of jinlging, that it was incorporated almost at full length, by

Herrera, the great Spanish historian, in his history of American dis-

covery.

ROUTE OF HERNANDO DE SOTO.

To assist any future research as to the route of Hernando do Soto

and his folloAvers, \\ e licrc subjoin the various marchings, the distances

and points of tin' compass, as gleaned from diiferent parts of the Span-

ish and Portipgue.se narratives. They will be seen to be contradic-

tory and exaggerated, and have frequently caused us great perplexity.

We have endeavored to guide ourselves through the maze they present,

by certain general landmarks, and by the researches of various travel-

lers.

Indeed, the Inca Itimself remarks, ‘^I cannot hold myself responsible

for the accuracy of the distances I give, for, although I have .spared no

exertion, and have used all diligence to arrive at the truth, yet I have

been unavoidably compelled to leave iniieii to conjecture. The Span-

iards had no instruments \\ith tlu'in by which they could coin[)ute dis-

tances; their main object was to conquer the country, and seek for sil-
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ver and gold
;
consequently, tliey gave themselves little trouble to note

down the route.”

De Soto and his followers, says the Inca, 'landed at the bay of Espi-

ritu Santo, whence they marched a little more than two leagues in a

north-east direction, and halted at the village of Ilirrihigua: resuming

their march to the north-east, a journey of twenty-five leagues brought

them to the village of Urribamieuxi. Hence to the province of Acucra,

where they next arrived, was twenty leagues. Departing from Acuera,

and marching towards the north, and sometimes to the north-east, about

twenty leagues, they came to the town of Ocali
; here they crossed the

river Ocali, and, journeying sixteen leagues, reached Oehile ; a frontier

village of the province of Vitachuco. The Spaniards, says the Inca,

marched more than fifty leagues through this province. We next find

them in the village of Vitachuco : setting out from thence, they march-

ed four leagues, to the river of Osacliilc; crossing this, they continued

on six leagues, and came to the village of Osachile. Twelve icagucs

further they found the great swamp; traversing tins, which was one

league and a half across, they continued on six leagues, and were arrest-

ed by a deep stream :—having crossed this, they marched four leagues,

to the chief village of Apalachee, where they went into wdnter quarters.

The Inca states here, that the bay of Auto was about four leagues dis-

tant.

Leaving Apalachee, the ensuing spring, they marched to the north-

ward five days, and came to the province of Aiapaha: ten days more

brought them to the province of Achalaque.* They were five days in

traversing this province, and in four days more, came to the frontier

village of the province of Cola. Leaving this village, in six or .seven

d.ays they came to the province of Cofaqui: from thence, a march of

seven days brought them to a river
;
marching up this for twelve leagues,

tliey came to a frontier village of the province of Cofachiqui; in four

days more they arrived at Cofachiqui. Quitting this province, they

came, at the end of eight days, to the province of Chalaque. Three days

more brought them to the province of Xualu.

The Inca here observes, that the Spaniards were fifty-seven d.ays

^ It will .be .scon, by referring to chap. xl. of our work, that we consider

the luca luider a mistake in bringing them so soon t(» this province. We pre-

fer the Portuguese account, which makes their arrival a month later.



> ti «MI»«1 ®"1
fu ,. b^l^pi b„« .odl»»lft

^ ,»wo!>A awft J>™^’=’' jt

^ . ,i„,r,o» *niilv««n bJU

Olit bjkeUtTK) X'^'^ *U»^
ffmrJ-f -ilcqO *'*''^

,^„cfl . .oiwoo ‘--‘7’ »«i 10
fiiol ftil* »x*»^K;ini!q-. »

. I, „u«Kjt»fla»«<»»i>v>'« b»d»7«mm >xw *'tf .»0"!''^ 'S)”" i,„f|W ,d» „i «»* ,*

^ .-,«^{ iiwl Joorf* •'‘" «‘"A ’* '“* *‘“ '“"' •*
J«iJ

^!h.n ,.u *j,w~«.'t*f a*!-**

««<n «'{«U nsJ mU oi loodt f?"®'"*

iD&a&fl stll ») (Msaa.moffl "'t'*'’
^oD lo m(*/oW oitt l» »S“'‘‘''

U!,»!)» TO t» »i .nSl«' “''*
««i»0TO urfJ o»?-^«s '(O* •X®*'

lo ilj!if.i« « .nnwlJ taoA :io^»
maitkJilauu^ •<**> “'^'**

“ad'j S«.l>i«P

aXtb 0«,n- Xx ^'’aooi'on ““ ?» ..^

ab«i«»92 ^ . «
'’ '* 1

-, ,

. .,;- 'i^'
''^’

aj.
’

, ''o
‘ *

r.-'m .. 7^ .

i> *.
.

' '/. *>iJS ;^v,; J!SiH ,.’ w
, I



APPENDIX. 458

marcliing from Apalacliee to Xuala. He supposes that they must have

marched about four leag-ues and a half a day; and that, consequently,

Xuala must have been nearly two hundivd and fifty leagues from the pro-

vince of Apalachee, and about four hundred from the bay of Espiritu

Santo.

They now struck, he says, in a westwarJly direction, making a bend

to the soutii
;
and in five days came to tlie province of Guaxule. A

march of six days more, or thirty leagues, brought them to Ychiaha

:

their next journey was to tlie village of Acoste, five leagues from

Ychiaha. Leaving this, they traversed tlie province of Cosa, and in

twenty-three or four days came to the village of Cosa, which was more

than a hundred leagues distant from Acoste. Continuing onward towards

the south, five days’ march brought them to the town of Talise
;
a jour-

ney of five or six days more found them in Tasc.aluza, and marching

two leagues further, they halted in the town of ’ilauvila. From thence,

Do Soto, to avoid the sea, struck northwardly, and, marching seven days,

came to the village of Chicaza. A league distant from this village was

Chicacilla, wliere they passed the winter.

Setting out the following spring, the first place they arrived at was

Alibarao, four or five leagues from Chicacilla; a march of three days

brought them to the village of Cliisca, on the banks of the ^Mississippi.

Following up along the banks of this river four days, they crossed it, and

marching four or five days longer, they came to the village of Casquin.

Ajournerof six days brought liieni to Capaha: from thence the army

returned to the village of Cas([uin. Leaving that town behind them,

they continued dov. n along’ tlie river nine days, when thev reached the

village of Quiguate. Still foliowing the course of the river, in five

days they cairns to Colima. Tiie next province they reached was Tula,

ten days’ journey form the last; a march of six days more brought them

to the town of Ctiangue, where they wintered.

In the spring', the army resumed its wanderings, and in seven days

came to the village of Xaguatex. A marcii of five days brought them to

the frontiers of the province of Guancano, which they were eight days

in traversing. Fruin thence tiiey ^truck in a south-castwardly direc tion,

to reacli tlie ^li'sissij-pi. They traversed seven provinces, a distance, the

Inca conjectures, of about one hundred and twentv leagues, and arrivtd

at the province of .\nIieo. ^lurching through this jtrovinee for thirty

leagues, they came to the \illagc of Anilco—a journey of four days
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further, brought them to the province of Guachoya, where De Soto

died.

The army, he says, set out for the westward,- under Luis de iMosco-

so, and mnrcliing more than a hundred leagues, came to the pronnce of

Auche. Continuing on for six or seven days, they arrived at the prov-

ince of los Vaqueros ; they penetrated more than tliirty leagues into

this province, when their westward march was arrested by the siglit of

lofty mountrdns. From hence they' set out on their return to the Missis-

sippi, and mahing a bend to the southward, arrived at the village of Arni-

noya, three months from tl\e time of their departure from Guachoya.

The whole distance of their march to the west of the ^Mississippi, going

and returning, he computes to have been more than three hundred and

fifty leagues.

Garcilaso de la Vega remarks, that it is difficult to give precisely the

length of the voyage of the Spaniards down the Mississippi, as tlicy

were so engaged in fighting that they had not time to calculate the pro-

bable distance
; but he adds, tliat some time afterwards, in Mexico, they

consulted among themselves, in the presence of some men skilled in

maritime matters
;
and it was computed, tliat having had the aid of sails

and oars, the average of a day and a night must have been about live

and twenty leagues : and as they were nineteen days and nights in per-

forming the voyage, the whole distance was not far short of five hun-

dred leagues. According to the memorandum of Juan Coles, he says, it

was considered seven hundred leagues. Garcilaso adds that the Mis-

sissippi at Aminoya, was nineteen fathoms deep, and a quarter of a

league wide
;
and that some persons, who pretended to a knowledge of

cosmography, asserted, that from this place, where the S[)aniards em-

barked, to where the river takes its rise, was three hundred leagues, and

some aver much more
;
but I adopt, says he, the opinion most within

bounds, which would make this river eight hundred leagues in extent,

which was the distance the Spaniards penetrated into the country.

« •

Having given a sketch of the route as stated by the Inca in hi.s Nar-

rative, we annex a memorandum of the route accorning to the Portu-

guese Narrator.

From the port of the Holy Ghost (E-jiiritu t-^anto), he says, the

army marched round the bay about two leagues, and came to the town
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of Ucita : from thence they wont thirty leagues to th-e province of Par-

acoxi: marching on, througli the small villages Acela and Jocaste, they

came to Cale ; leaving Cale, they passed through Itara and Potaiio, and

on the third day came to Utimarna. They next came to a habitation,

which he says tlie Spaniards called de 3Iala Paz, and from thence went

to Cholupaba. Here they crossed a river, and having marched two days,

arrived at Caliquen; five days’ march broiiglit them to Napctaca: con-

tinuing on by Pelaya, they next reached Uzachil—in two days’ march

they came to Axille. Having crossed a river, they lialted in Yitachuco,

a village of the province of Pahiche. Passing through the town of

Uzelu, they came to Anluiyca of Palache, where they went into winter

quarters. He says the sea wxis only ten leagues distance from this

place.

On the tliird of IMarch they left A'nhayca of Palache, and came to

Copachiqiii on the eleventh; continuing on, they arrived at Toalli on the

twenty-first of the same month. liOaving Toalli tiie twenty-third, they

crossed a river and came to Achese. Resuming tlieir journey on the first

of April, they were at Altaraca on the fourth, an^ arrived at Ocute on

the tenth: they parted form Ocute on the twelftli, and passing through

Cafaqui, they came to Patofa. Tlie narrator here observes, that it is

fifty leagues from Ocute to Patofa, and not less than three hundred and

sixty leagues from Ocute to Kspiritu Santo.

Leaving Patofa, tlicy marched nine days, at the rate of seven or

eiglit leagues a day, crossing two large rivers, and encamped in a desert.

From lienee tliey mardicd about twelve or thirteen leagues, and came
to a small village called Aymay—they next arrived at the province of

Ci'iifachiqui, two days’ journey di-<tant from Aymay. Departing from

Cutifachiqui, they 'Tnarclied a hundred leagues in this province, and came

to Chalaque—a joiinicy of five days more brought them to the province

of Xualla. Tiie narrator obser\cs here, tliat from Ocute to Cutifachiqui,

if is reckoned a hundred and tiiirty leagues, and from Cutifachiqui to

Xualla, two hundred and fifty. I^^aving Xualla, they came in five days

to Qaaxule—two days’ march brought them to Canasaqua: they jour-

neyed on five days, and came to Chiaha. The next town they reached

was Acoste, sc-von days’ journey distant. On the ninth of July the

army left Acosttu and went to Tali
;
and thence to Cosa, where they ar-

rived cn the fifteenth, d’hoy parted from Cosa on the twentieth, and

passing through Tallimuciiase, Ulliballi, and Toasi, arrived at Tallise on
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the eighteenth of September. The narrator remarks in tlrs place, that

they usually marched five or six leagues a day in countries that were in-

habited; but in the wilderness they journeyed- as far as ix>ssible, lest

they .should be straitened for want of provisions. He says, that it is

computed that Tasealuza is twenty leagues south of Cosa—Cosa one

liundred and eighty leagues west of Xualla—Xualla two hundred and

fifty leagues north of Cutifachiqui—Cutifachiqui four hundred and thirty

leagues north-east of Palaclie—and Palache one hundred west from

Espiritu Santo.—Le.aving Tallise, the Spaniards passed through Ca-

siste, and came to the town of Piache
;
here they crossed a wide river,

and continuing on, arrived at Maville the eighteenth of October. They

departed from Maville the eighteenth of November, and in five days en-

tered the province of Pafalla}ai: they passed through the villages of

Taliepatave and Cabusto, and crossing a wide river, arrived at Chicasa,

on the eighteenth of December. Here they went into winter quarters.

Resuming their march in the spring, they came to the village of

Alimamu—hence they journeyed seven days, and arrived at Quizquiz : a

march of half a lengi^e brought them to the Mississippi. From Tasea-

luza to the great river, observes the narrator, we reckon three hundred

leagues.

Crossing this river, they marched a league and a half, to a village in

the province of Aquixo
;
continuing on, they came to the village of Cas-

qui—they next reached the village of Pacaha, about a day's juurni-y

distant from Casqui. Returning to the latter place, they continued their

march, and arrived at Quigate, which was one hundred and twenty

leagues from Pacaha.

Leaving Quigate, they marched about forty leagues to the province

of Coligoa. Five d.ays more brought them to Palisema : they next

came to Tafalicoya. Four days’ journey distant was the province of

Cayas, wliich they entered, and halted in the town of Tanico. After a

march of three days they came to Tulla: they next arrived, at the end

of five days, at Quipana, Continuing onward, they passed th.'O'rgh

Anoi.xi and Catamaya, and arrived at Autiamque, where they passed the

winter.

Setting out from Autiamque on the sixth of March, they passed

tlirough the province of Ayays, and came to the town of Tultelpina.

After three days’ march, they arrived at Tianto; and the next day, the

fifteenth of iMarch, they came to Nilco. Soon after, they came to
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Guachoya, where Do Solo dies. Luis de jMoscoso set out on the fifth

of June, and passing tlirough the province of Cataltc arrived at Chagu--

ate on the twentieth. Three days’ journey from thence brought them

to the province of Aguaeay. They continued on, and passing by Pato,

on tlie fourth day came to the province of Maye :—they next readied

Naguatex. .At the end of three days’ marcli, tficy came to the small

hamlet of Alissobonc: thence they passed through J..aeanc, Mondacao,

and the province of Aays, and arrived at Socatino. After twenty days’

march, they came to the province of Guasco. They continued on to

the river Daycao, ten days’ journey from Guasco, where they arrived in

the beginning of October. The narrator says here, that from Daycao

to the great river it was one hundred and fifty leagues, which they had

travelled, marching always to tlic westward.

From lienee they set out on their return, and passing through Nag-

uatex, Chaguete, and the town of Cilano, arrived at Nilco in the begin-

ning of December: from thence they went two days’ journey to Minoya.

Here tliey embarked upon the Alississippi, Their course, he says, con-

tinued seventeen days, in which time they made two hundred and fifty

leagues.

THE END.
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