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Gender Gap



Gender Gap

Message:  
Our work impacts Wikipedia content related  
to women. 

Why it matters to us:  

We target content gaps. Women are 
underrepresented on Wikipedia, so it makes 
sense to target those gaps.  



Gender Gap

Why it matters to the world:  

More information on women makes Wikipedia a 
stronger, more balanced resource for knowledge. 
 
Content on women’s health, rights and history 
helps women around the world.   



Make a circuit



Gender Gap

Our story: 68% of student editors are women. 
175+ articles that fill the gender gap.   

The real story? 



Gender Gap

Information changes lives.  

“A Rice University student enrolled in a sociology class with a Wikipedia 
assignment, and created the article on HIV/AIDS in South African townships to 
prepare for an 8-week internship in South Africa. She liked the experience so much 
that when she took a second Wikipedia-focused class a year later, she created the 
article on HIV/AIDS in Malawi, which inspired her to return to Africa after 
graduation to conduct research at a rural clinic in Malawi.”



Gender Gap

Information inspires student editors.  

“It’s one thing to study theory,  
but it’s a powerful thing to get  
an opportunity to put theory  
to practice.” - Alicia Pileggi  



Gender Gap

Information inspires student editors.  

“I wanted to focus on a strong woman who 
was able to influence life in the West.” - 
Marie Pellissier 



The Roundup

From an early “Roundup” on labor strikes 



The Roundup

The Roundup posts interesting articles from supported 
classes every Monday morning.  

Message:  
Student work improves Wikipedia content. 

Why it matters:  

Wiki Ed is based on the idea that students are a positive 
presence on Wikipedia. Every week, we have evidence that 
supports this. 



The Roundup

• Written in 2-3 focused days at the end of 
each term 

• Based on course page links and suggestions 
from Adam, Ian, Helaine, Ryan (and anyone 
else!) 

• Shared on social media — universities, 
instructors often repost them.  

• Students should be proud of their work! 



The Roundup

• Tend to be better for humanities and general 
knowledge courses.  

• Science courses fare better as profile pieces, 
because they require more explanation. 



Student Training



What we’ve been doing

• Subject Specific Brochures 

• Sociology 

• Psychology 

• Medical Information 

• Women’s Studies 

• Ecology



What we’ve been doing

Online Student Training  

• Revamped online student training 

• Created translation tutorials 



Student Training

Why it matters to us:  

We want students to make great contributions as 
soon as possible, without requiring volunteer 
Wikipedia editors to bring them on board.  



Wikipedians

Wikipedia is the volunteers creating it: editing, 
researching, administration, and organizing.  

• We operate in addition to that work, filling in 
the gaps they aren’t filling.  

• We want to have a positive impact on this 
community: Not merely minimize 
(perceived) net-negative impacts.  

• WikiCon USA, and other volunteer 
outreach/support work.



Looking forward
Communications Challenges



How our work makes a difference

What is the mission of Wiki Ed?  

“We help students improve Wikipedia.” 

OK… why? 



How our work makes a difference

Our work doesn’t just change Wikipedia.  

It changes lives.  



How our work makes a difference

• We engage students in solving real-world 
problems. 

• We provide more people with access to 
knowledge. 

• We increase digital literacy, a key skill of the 
21st century. 

• We diversify Wikipedia’s content. 



Solving real-world problems

Keeling and Hersh: “Higher learning” is 
embracing “the active and increasingly expert use 
of … knowledge in critical thinking, problem 
solving and coherent communication” (86).  

Leitch: Actively using Wikipedia becomes a kind 
of “apprenticeship” for students to practice 
exercising their own sense of authority over 
knowledge, what Char Booth calls “learning 
through Wikipedia.”



Access to knowledge

Why does it matter? 

“Sinenjongo High School is located in Joe Slovo Park, a small 
township on the fringes of Cape Town, South Africa. The high 
school does not have a library …”  
 
But they do have Wikipedia. 



Access to knowledge

Why does it matter? 

"I discovered through Wikipedia articles that 85 percent of all 
pancreatic cancers are diagnosed late… I knew had to do 
something." 
 
Jack created a test to help detect cancer sooner 
based on Wikipedia articles. 

He’s 16 years old. (Source: WMF) 

https://annual.wikimedia.org/2014/


Digital Literacy

“As a writer and student, creating content for 
Wikipedia required a significant perceptual change  
of what it meant to present information.” 

— Anna Glina, Northeastern University 

  

http://wikiedu.org/blog/2014/12/29/wikipedia-worlds-biggest-sandbox/


Digital Literacy

“We can engage learners to leverage paywalled 
library resources, empower participation in public 
discourse, and improve their powers of inquiry, 
evaluation, and attribution, all while creating a better 
Wikipedia.” 

— Char Booth 

http://wikiedu.org/blog/2015/02/02/char-booth-wikipedia-1/


We diversify Wikipedia’s content

Why it matters:  

We believe Wikipedia should reflect the full 
spectrum of human diversity. That’s the only way 
to ensure that Wikipedia reflects the entire world, 
not just one part of it.



Telling our story

What is the Wiki Ed story and how do we communicate it 
most effectively? 



Telling our story

Our impact goes beyond contributions to 
Wikipedia.  

Wikipedia is shorthand for a broader mission, 
which is to bring more information to more 
people.  

Wikipedia isn’t the end game.  

Open knowledge is! 



Telling our story effectively

As we grow to encompass student groups and 
other pilots, we risk fracturing our message. 

Wiki Ed is dedicated to expanding access to 
knowledge, and in channeling student work 
toward more open access, we can maintain a 
single message across multiple projects.  



Questions?


