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uastionad by the Fersizn linister for the real ind deeper reason of

the difficulties botween Japan wnd America, S.TO answered that this
raason is tha fight of Jaran ngainst the syster of thc Nine-Fower Treaty.
Japan does not fight aginst the principle of this treaty. Politically,
she is uite ready to respect the indspendence of Chine. iconomically,
she also agress to a so-callad principle of the open door., However, she
wants to turn the t.ble and be tha hest while tha other nations could
only b2 guests in iast sin.

"Tn rerlying to 1 szcord ouestion of the Foruizu frister for the deeper
reasons of tre difficulti:s bhetqguen Japan dnd Jwierica SGTO states that

th2 points of friction with wericx are lass iin t1: economic than in the
mmanitorian fizlds. ‘merica's sympathies are sich Chinc. ‘merica feels
that siie is,so to spenk, tle protector of thot country =nd wants to police
tha Facific Ocean further b m2ais of her nyv-l superiority. Under thaese
circunstoneas Jooan endervors to findish the wrr with Chine soon. S.T0
declared that he perso: ally did not ba2lieve thal Japan could march to
Chun, king., In t.3s bis opinion dilfers to a certain degree from the
Japanese military, Therefore, it is necessary to find a solution of tha
Chinesa ruestion not in = rilit\ry way, but in o different mrnneri  For
this reasor Jnsan iced the Wanrs Ching-wel goverrrent end is ready to

make a very generous ~Jreement with it. Japin doss not wish to interfere
with Chinase antters or to force something upon the Chiness, but is rzady
to nepotiate w#itit wung Chirg-wei on the basis of ejuality. If the Chinese
ara reisonable it #ill be possible to achiavz & result which allows China
aot to lose face. In tihis ecase umerica would also little by little chang=
hor attitude and act nore {riendly towards Japan . & .

"Tha Foreigr fidster expiessed the supposition that roybe w=rich is
disturbad by the increasirp power of J pan and by her increasing ly strong
fleect and th-t tho divaergercas of oninion with that countrr may be bnsad
on the fact thet —oeriea which so far h'd ruled the Poeific QOcezn =2lone
row is Torced to shire this rulz with Japan. To tnis E.T0 replied in the
affirm-tive =nd ndded that p-rticul-rlv the J-ranegsc wrdeavors to obtain
2 naval parity with neoric- and the fact that the new 1:aval constructions
hid been kept secret had put fneric~ in a very bad teaper. Therefores,
Japan has to be very c-reful tow-rds userica, especially ~fter Stimson
sntered thz Cibinct, so s not to provoke thut country to strong measures
against Jar-n. ‘merict hns alrzaady cancalod the trode treaty, but has not
vat daclered the emb:rgo aga’rst Japan, Japan Js extrerely dependent on
\mericn bac-use of tl.e retroleum and iron supply.”

The Foreigr [firister then points out the conneclion between 2 strong polic;
wrd 1 zood econonic situction, He relates the experiences shich Gerwany
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had in this coinection, He then discusses the ~ttitude of the
South ‘imaricsi: countries. S\TCU replies that "as far as the United
States are conceriicd Japan is not impr:ssed by the economic pres-
sure 18 nuch s by the American flecet and has to be careful for
this reason., Besides the United States would riot be able to remain
neutral in the .ropean conflict once she gets into a conflict

with Japan.

"The For2isr !inister ~dmitted th-t ths J2prnes2 situation is
difficult and that Japan hns to accommocte har policy to the
actunlitics of the situation.®

The ne::t point cdeals with German-Russisn rel-~tions and in conclusion
\rbassndor 3.ITC asi.s nbout thz futur:z form of durope according to
Gere'n plans, Tre Foreipn [finister replies thait 2t rresent the

ong -uestion is how to #in th2 war and that he 1s not able to say
much about the political future, The mamorandum is signed by
‘rbrssador Schmidt,

Analyst's note: )\ portiil State Dep-rtient translation of this
document is in IPS Documsnt 71, on pp. 4 ff.)

I'eniorindum 'bout the convers-tion betireen Hitler and Ciano Jn
presenca of [iobentrop, Von lackensen, lfiesri sihc l'eissnar on

July 7, 1940, Hitler bagins the convoersation by giving an extrerely
optimistic nicture of the¢ situ:tion, stressing p:rticularly a suc-
cess of Garmwn dropozanda in France and .anglaind, He pays gre-t
nttention to the methods of dexrling with Fronce, -nd talks about
the meeting of the uarictice Conmission in Jiesbaden, where he will
darand air bnases in lorocco. He states that Fr-nce, despite her
overtures for Gerr .n-rrench friendship, rem~ins i enemy., Ny
order to the Gerrn :n press to treat Fronce ~ little more-nildly was
purely tactical. Ci~no agrees to this, (The lst page or pages

of this .:2morandum :re missing in the photostat,)

‘nilvst: It. Stainer Doc. No, 1379
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LOCATION OF OPIGINAL (also WITNESS if applieable)

ICATED:

BUMI{ARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page refegences):

Memorandum about conversation between the Foreign Minister and

the Japanese Ambassador SATO in presence of Ambassador KURUSU and
Consul Genersl Stahmer on July 8, 1940. After a few introductory
words SATO states that "Jjust as the new order is coming into
existence in Burope through Germsny, Jepan for her part has been
endeavoring for the last three years to construct a new order inm
the Far Bast and the South Seas. This parallelism seems to afford
a close cooperation between Germany and Japsn. Jepan has drawn
the attention of the English, French and American govermments to
herself for these three years and in doing this facilitated in a
vay Germany's task of creating a new order in Burcpe. In this
way the governments of the two countries may assist each other
matually.” In speaking about Soviet Russia he states that both
countries are forced to have good neighborly relations with Russia.
"About America, Ambassador SATO stated that Japan has drawn the

attention of t country to herself since the beginning of"the
— .
Analyst: Doc. No.
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Chinese war and that she tied up the Americen fleet in the Pacific Ocean.
It is Japen's opinion that America must not overstep her zone consisting of
Horth and South America and must not intervene in Buropeen or Far:-Bastern
matters. The pursuit of this principle is also in the mutual interest of
both countries. Ambassador SATO closed his remarks by stressing anew the
common interests of Germany and Japen and the necessity of their cooperation.
This cooperation must also encompass economic thﬂevﬁi

al prieent
"In regard to China, Ambassador SATO added that Japan inf‘ﬁiﬁtiu forth wb
prasent strong 1BALF{alBiE to finieh the Ohinese war, vhich has lasted now
for three years, in order to have free hande. In this connection he pointed

out that public opinion in Japen has become extraordinarily nervous in respect
to Indo-China and the Dutch XBast Ipdies."

e i, T g e

The Foreign Minister noted with satisfaction Japan'se wish to cooperate with
Germany in 211 fields. Ne always advocated this cooperation which has already
borne frulte for both parties.Without the existence of & Germany which has
beconme lf.; l‘lin,igpan would not have been able te penetrate as desply
into lnglg‘and other spheres of interest in Bast Asip as 1t actually hap-
pentd..“ Plane for a very close cooperation between Japan, Germany and Italy
, had been taken into consideration sometime mgo. They did not matarialize beeause
| Japan lacked interest in Buropean matters. As to the form of this cooperation
{ he declared himself unable to give any explanmtions, since he was not suffi-
clently informed about Japanese political aims, HNe asked for such information
' and adde that "he would be especlally interseted to hear from Japanese side
how they thought about cooperation with Germany, whether only in "‘lphare of
\ econ r in wvhich way besides this." Ambassador, ggo replied that Japaen has
endeavored to orient her policy in & definite ur‘:; ut has always been forced o
to mitigate this new orientation somewhet., "In the' new order in the Yar Bast
Japan is firpt of 81l interested in the creation of a new China, with which 4& Sl c
could have Mﬁom. The solidarity between this new China and Jepan should
secure order in the Far Egst. In order to achieve this aim, Japen fought for
years stubboraly against the so-called regime of Washington, which finds ite
expression 1n the treaties of 1921, and especially in the Nine-Power Treaty.
This Washington regime gives preponderance in the Far East, pot to Ohina and
L Japan, but to the Anglo-Saxons. Nowever, it is not Japan's intention to
| axclude foreigners from the Far East; quite to the contrary, Jepan also wishes
t to give a proper position to the economiec cooperation with Germany in China.
) In her relations to America, Japan has to be cautious indeed.

{t ”Qnutionod. by the Foreign Minister for the real and mrauon of the diffi.

g’ culties between Japan and America SATO answered that this reason is the fight

| of Japan against the system of the Nine-Power Ireaty. Japan does not fight

}' against the prineiple of this treaty. Politically, she is quite ready to

| respect the independence of China. ZEgonomically, she also agrees to a so-called :

| prineiple of the open door. HNoyever, she wants to turn the table and be the  y¢&/
host while the other nations could only be guests in East hia.mn replying A4«
to a second question of the Foreign Minister fo?’&uper reasons of the diffi-
culties between Japan and Americasy SATO states that the points of friction with
Americad are less in the economie than in the humaenitarian fields. America's
sympathies are with China., America feels that she is,80 to speak,the protector

of that country and wantes to police the Pacific Ocean further by means of her
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naval superiority. Under these circumstances Jgpan endeavors to finish

the war with Ching soon. SATO declared that he personally did not believe
that Jgpan could march to Ohungking. In this his opinion differs to a
certain degree from the Japanese military. Therefore, it is necessary to
find a solution of the Chinese question not in a military way, but in a
different manner. For this reason Jgpan a2ided the Weng Ching-wei government
and is ready to make a very generous agreement with it. Japan does not wieh
to interfere with Chinese matters or to force something upon the Chinese,
but 1s ready to negotiate with Wang Ching-wel on the basis of equality. If
the Chinese are reasonable it will be possible to achieve a result which
allows China not to lose face. Ip this case Americean wonld slso little by
little change her attitude snd act more ards Japan c.cccennoas "

"The Foreign Minister expressed the supposition that maybe America is dis-
turbed by the increasing power of Japan and her increasingly strong fleet
end that the divergences of opinion with that country may be based on the
fact that America which #o far had ruled the Pacific Ocean alone now is
forced to share this rule with Japan. To this SATO replied in the affirmative
and added that particularly the Japenese bndaavirs to obtain a naval parity
with America mificckzurizx and the fast that the new naval constructioms had
been kept secret had put America in a very bad temper. Therefore, Japan
has to be very careful towards America, especially after Stimson entered the
Oabinet, so as not to proyeke that country to strong measures against Jgpan.
Anerica has already canceled the trade treaty, but has not yet declared the
embargo against Japan. Japan is extremely dependent on America because of
the petroleum and iron supply.”

The Foreign Minister then points out the connection between & strong policy
end a good economic situation. Ne reletes the experiences which Germany had
in this connection. Ne then discusses the attitude of the South American
countries. BATO replies that "as far as the United States ara concerned Jepan
is not impressed by the economic pressure as much as by the American fleet and

"has to be careful for this reason. Besides the United States would not be

able to remain neutral in the Furopean conflict once she gets into a conflict
with Japan.

fﬁﬂ'{/
"The Foreign Minister admitted the Japanese situation is difficult and that
Japan has to accommodate her policy to the actualities of the sitmation.”

The next point deals with German-Russian relations and in conclusion Ambassador
SATO asks about the future form of Europe according to German plans. The
Foreign Minister replies that Ltimxme at present the one question is how to win
the war and that he is not able to say much about the political future. The
memorandum is signed by Ambassador Schmidt.
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(2) Memorandum about the conversation between Hitler and Ciano in
presence of Ribbentrop, Von Mackensen, Alfieri and Meissner on
July 7, 1940, XHitler begins the conversation by giving an extremely
optimistiec pieture of the situation, stressing particularly a sue-
cess of German propaganda in France and England. XNe pays great
attention to the methods of dealing with France, and talks about
the meeting of the Armistice Commission in Wiesbaden, where he will
demand air bases in Morocco. XNe states that France, despite her

overtures for German-French friendship, remains an enemy. Any order

to & German press to treat France a little more mildly was purely

tactical. Oiano agrees to this. (The last page or pages of this
memorandum are missing in the photostat.)
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% 3 ot ! * GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
.. SUPREME COMMAYDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
e INT-RNATIONAL PROSECUTION SZCTION

o "

23 July =, 1946

TO: TRANSLATION CONTROL

Attached is Document Xo, HQQ;@ for Lt Col Taranenko .

- Arrange for translation as follows: Item 2, Tel. from OTT to
Rivbbentrop of April 27, 1939: *

1) German to English: (4 rough translation can be found in the analysis)
2) German to Japanese

p—

(NOTE: DO ~OT KTMOVE FROM ATTACHED MATERIAL)
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)Q Staff Attorney_ Taranenko ____requests that Doc #1340
he translated frem _F€rman _io TS Jap as follows:

(Cut nroofread suercil 1in Jananese X ,)

Notes on the conference in Berlin between R.A.M. and the
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DOCUMENT No, ga@> / o /j | U Page 1.
&P ~ RAN 18/40

MEMORANDUM On the conversation between the Foreign
Minister of the Reich and the Japanese Ambassador,
SATO, in the sence=Qf Ambassador KURUSU and
Consul Genera TR~

] L]
- - , r - L]
- h‘-h i bd s - & &
- r“ﬂ’ . =

After a word of thanks for the hosnitality shown by the
German Government and congratulations on the victory of Germany
'f over France, Ambassador SATO declared that just as in Europe
the new order would now be brouvght about by Germany. Japan
on her part had been exerting herself for three years to
establish a new order in the Far East and in the South Seas.
In these parallel efforts a very close cooperation between
Germany and Japan seems to have been in operation. For three
years Japan had been holding the attention of the English the
French, and the American Governments and thereby in a cer%ain
sense rendered Germany's task in the establishment of the new
order in Europe easier, In this manner the Governments of both
countries could mutually support each other,

As far as Soviet Russia was concerned, Japan was under
the existing circumstances obliged to sesk to maintain good
neighborly relations with Rus<ia, just as Germany was also
obliged to maintain good relations with Russia. In this re-
spect also Japan and Germany could cooperate.

About America, Ambassador SATO stated that Japan has
dravn the attention of that country to herself since the
beginning of the Chinese war and that she tied up the American
. 1= aWE L — DaaaF - C el
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_~"mast not iIntervens in RBuropean or Far Eastern matters. The
pursuit of this principle is also in the mutual interest of
both countries. Ambassador SATO closed his remarks by stres-
singz anew the common interests of Germany and Japan and the
necessity of their cooperation. This cooperation must also
encompass economic matters.

In regzard to China, Ambassador SATO added that Japan is
at present putting forth strong endeavours to finish the
Chinese war, which has lasted now for three years, in order
to zain free hands, In this connection he pointed out that
) nublic opinion in Japan has become extraordinarily nervous
‘A in respect to Indo-China and the Dutch East Indies.,

The REICH TOREIGN MINISTER noted with satisfaction
Janan's wish to cooperate with Germany in all fields. He
believed that German-Japanese cooperation in itself repre-
sented nothing new. He himself had been one of those who 2
years ago had furthered this cooperation with XURUSU'S prede- G
cessor, General OSHIVA, and it had already bcrne fruit for |
both narties, Germany had made noteworthy use of it in her ’
fight for equal rights, whilst Japan had doubtless drawn con-
siderable advantages throughout the whole period of her
struggle for China dowvm to the present day from the existence
of a strong Germany. Without the existence of a re-strengthened
Germany, Japan couvld not have been able to penetrate as deeply
into English and other spheres of interest in East Asia as it
has actually happenad. The natural interest of both powers
in cooperation arises from these facts.

Plans for a very close cooperation between Japan,
Germany and Italy had already been taken into consideration
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some time before, They miscarried because - as appeared
again from the latest speeches of Jananese statesmen -
Japan was not interested in European concerns.

As a result of Germany's victory over France, a great
revision in all factors of foreign policy would foilow. He
personally believed that in the future, further possibili-
ties for friendly cooperation with Japan would exist in the
framework of the New Order in Europe now taking shape. At
the present moment he would say nothing of the details of

the form which this cooperation was to take, as he was
acquainted with the German intentions but not with Japan's
political aims., He therefore asked SATO for a further
explanation of the princivples of the political line which
Japan proposed to pursue, He would be especially interestad
to hear from the Japanese side what was their thought of
cooveration with Germany, whether only in the sconomic sphere
or in which other way.

Ambassador SATO replied that it was comprehensible that 5
for outsiders the Japanese Policy had been difficult to under- ¢
stand, For nine years, that is, since the outbreak of the i
Manchurian conflict, Japan had éeen trying to orisnt her :
policy in a set direction, but had time and again subsequently ¥
been forced to wmoderate this new orientation somewhat. In S
rzagard to the new order in the Far East, for Japan it is above
all a question of permitting a new China to arise with which
it could have friendly relations. The solidarity between
this new China and Javan would zuarantee peace in the Far
East. In order to achieve this aim, Japan had for several
years been fighting obstinately against the so-called regime
from Washington which finds expression in thes treaties of
1921, especially in the Nine Power Pact., This Washington
regime did not give China and Japan but the Anglo-Saxons the
predominance in the Far East. Japan did not, however, by
any means wish to eliminate the foreigners from the Far Bast.
Quite the contrary! It also wished to concede an appropriate
nlace to economic cooperation with Germany in China,

In its relations with America Japnan must of course be
very careful.

To the question of the FOREIGN MINTISTER OF THE REICH
as to what in reality then was the basic reason for the
difficulties between Japan and America, SATO answered that
this cause lay in the struggle of Janan against the system
of the Nine Power Treaty. In this Javan was not fighting
azainst the fundamental principles of this treaty. Politic-
ally, it was quite prepared to respecct the indepsndence of
China, Kconomically it was likewise in agreement with the
so-called principle of the O»en Door. It did, however, wish
to exchange roles and itself be the host while the other
nations would be only guests in Eastern Asia.

When the gquestion by the Foreign Minister of the Reich
concerning the deepar reasons for the difficulties which
Japan was having with America was interpolated anew, SATO
answered that the causes of friction with America lay'less
in the economic than in the humanitarian sphere, American
sympathies were with China., America felt that she was in a
way the protector of this country and wanted to extend her
police power in the Pacific Ocean with the help of her
superiority at sea. Under these circumstances Japan was at
pains to end the war with China soon. SATO declared that he
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personally, perhaps in a certain sense in opposition to the
Japanese military authorities, did not believe that Japan
could march to Chungking. It was, therefore, necessary to
seek a solution of the Chinese question on some other than
on a military basis., For this reason Japan had suppnorted the
government of Wang Ching Wel and was prepared to conclude a
generous agreement with it. Japan absolutely did not wish
to meddle in Chinese affairs or force anything upon the
Chinese, but on the contrary was prepared to negotiate with
Wang Ching Weil on the basis of equality. If the Chinese
were sensible, a result would doubtless be achieved, under
which China would not lose face, In this case America would
also perhaps gradually change its attitude and be more
friendly toward Japan., America's economic interests in
China were not large, but just this fact alone did not
absolutely tend to help clarify the situation, In view of
the considerable economic . interests of England in this area,
an agreement could much more =2asily be made with her than
wéth the Americans, who take an entirely different view of
things,

At the conjecture of the Foreign Minister of the Reich
that perhaps América was unsasy about the rising onower of
Japan and her ever more powerful fleet, and that the dif-
ferences of opinion with that country were based on the fact
that America, who up to now had been ruling alone in the
Pacific Ocean, now found herself in the position of being
forced to share this rule with Japan, SATO answered in the
affirmative and added that the efforts of Japan in particular
to achleve naval parity with America, and the fact that Japan
was kesving the new additions to her fleet a secret had
especlally aroused ill feeling in America. For this reason
in particular after the entry of Stimson into the Governmen%,
Japan nhad to be very careful in regard to America in order
not to provoke this country into takingz severs measures
against Japan. To be sure, America had already abrogated the
comrercial treaty, but an export embargo against Japan had
not yet beesn instituted. Because of the supply of petroleum
and iron, the Japanese were still excezdingly dependent on
America.

The REICH FOREIGN MINISTER replied that he had always
hzld the view that a strong policy also »nromotes the economy.
It would always fare worse as a result of the formulation of
a weaker policy. Germany has her owvn sxperiences in this
sphere, At the time when she was politically weak and the
governments at the time maintainzd that one had to give way
for economic reasons, Germany had, in the end, obtained no
econcmic advantages for her conciliatory behavior. Now
Germany is stronz and her trade is flourishing. She gets
all she needs supplied from other lands in addition to all
the economic alleviations such as eredits and the like.

Even a few months ago Germany had been considered as
an enecircled country. But now “ngland is as completely en-
circled as no other land in world history. In gold, which
has streamed in such great amounts to Amcrica, Gormany is no
more interested. The German Reich in its thousand years
aXistence would never agaln bulld anything on gold. In
Germany gold has becn dethroned and other countriss would
ba bound to follow this example. Now, when England is so
menaced, the storcs of gold had been %ransported from there
to the United States, so that about 85-90% of all the world's
gold might be found there., The resuvlt of that is that the
United States at thc snd of the war will be choked by gold
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and 7oods and wovld be glad to sell to other lands, for
example Japan, under favorable conditions everything that
those lands needed.

Germany, economically, is as good as completely in-
dependent. IMany things, which were previously imported are
nroduced by herself or else she has found a substitute for
them, After the war the European economic sphere will be
completely independent, That does not mean that Germany no
more desires any world trade. Quite the opposite! However
this new world trade must run on the basis of the independence
of the participating economic spheres and the exchange of
surplus, The old world trade rested on the possibility,
always, possessed by England, of blockading other countries
and cutting off their raw ma%erial supnliczs, In the New
World Ordsr Japan in East \sia, Russia in Asia, Germany and
Italy in Europe would have the power of decision and also in
Africa would Germany and Italy particularly, nerhaps with
some other interested party, exercisc predominance.

The Foreign Minister of the Reich then came to speak
on the attituds of the South American countries, The South
American states, which Roosevelt tried to 1link economically
with North America, appeared to know that after the war the
United States would not be able to import the South American
raw products anéd alrecady turned towards Eurone in order to
insure the export of their goods after the war. But whoever
wishes to trade with Europe, must in the future turn towards

Germany.

SATO replied that he, not being an economist, could
not express any opinion on economic questions. If, however,
the exchange of goods rested no longer on the gold basis,
then one could not very well turn back to a free exchange
of goods with the rejection of commercial arrangements with
foreign bills of exchange and other trade barriers.

As far as the United 3tates are concerned, Japan was,
possibly, not impressed by the economic pressure as much as
by the American fleet and h2d to be careful for that reason.
Besides, the United States wouvld not be able to remain
neutral in the European conflict once she came into a con-
flict with Javan,

The Reich Foreign Minister admitted that the Japanese
situation was difficult and that Japan had to orient her
policy according to the opportunities of thz situation. He
stated moreover, regarding the gold question that it was not
a question of Germany not »ossessing any gold, but that
German economy would never again be dependent on gold, i.e.,
on international sneculation,

LS regards Russia, the Reich Foreign Minister referred
to the efforts which he ha¢ made for some years past to
influence Ambassador OSHIMA in the direction of an under-
standing between Japan and Russia. Germany concluded a last-
ing agrecment with Russia and the interests of both coun-
triecs were very clearly outlined by one another, He wel-
come¢ the efforts which Japan had also made, in the previous
months, to come to an understanding for her part with Russia.

In conclusion, SATO put up one more question which he
himself said was a little indiscreet. What does Germany
think the future shane of Europe will be?
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The Reich Foreign Minister replied that the German
Government was only busying itself with one question at the
moment, namely how is the war to be carried on and how is
it to be brought to a victorious conclusion. For that
recason he could not yet say much about the political future.
The only thing that is certain is that the still remaining
enemy of Germany - England - will be defcated. |

Berlin, 9 Suly 1940.

Signed SCHMIDT
Envoy
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| kinister 2nd Jap. ambassador
. re conversstion between German Foreign ™in
L;:gg 13 presence of Karusu and others, July 7-8 1940, pp. 1-2.,

@) Check Germen to English trenslation.
L)Transla te pp. 1=-2 of English to Ja.pumu....
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